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- .
I, In consideration of the erganization and the chain of aam and _- r

. 

• .  the   rman Air Farce in Yorld War IIs Stndiee q to II are -  -

are pre  ent ed i n t  ro   o]_u  s :   '=-
r
- "The Ai r T at• i n   he We st " and -

w   •  .   •r . . . . .

'. I  Th  Germart Ai r He  ense" ,  

. •
`   •

 

..

'  2, The arai l e.bi l i t y snd scope o  ' t he necesear  so€ r ce mat eri a], elb ,  
  nvt perm3.t t he, preparat i ou o  St ndi es 9 t o l I as a chx o  l ogi ca7. -

• _1
hi®tp  . Th® author  as obliged to treat such t3me perioc  at - 

- r
' l i rs t , t or whi cl  adec  at e sonrae mst er i al   s i m nedi at e3„y avai l - • k -

. •  
_,   ,

ab1e .   s ,  t h. hi st ori cal et eat a vt t he ai r xar , i a t h® co tx ae o  '-_    _ ;•
    -

,Cera aus Ai r De  ense dari n  t he peri oc  f r  15 Sept emh®r I 9  3 t  m
 

,: . ,--,_ .   -. Dr- da  (   Jnne 1944) bec8me t be f i rs t t o be prepared, It ®mbre
,Qes `

_ r -
_

  `
• t hree Par t a  ri t h t hre® Arseea ea,

  '   I
. -,-_

-    t' atr t I ,
_ _.._..  . -

. . 1 • i - ' .   Tt e Ai r war cn br Be i ch ?erri t ors . bg D  p and 1 'i   rht .   -=--r  -- ^ - , -75 3®ut e  tber 191 3 t o 31 Dec® ber •19lr3 • c- -

Par  II C 
! -

..   ,  
_ •   iThe St ruggl s .

t o    tpr  m,acy over Rei ch ?erri t oxy , c  o ., _- -  F„  ,
1 Js auars 1Qril4 t o 31 Ma.rah 141. 4

 
_ - 
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.
Ai r Bat t l e s ov e r Re i ct  Ter r i t or9 i.n Def ens e of

_
t he

Vital Rssources of the German Ai
.r

Force

A critical comparrison between the Allied and Gerrnan compilations

of historical events of the air vaar for the selected time beriod

i s t o f ol l ow,

3 , I n t he f o -'l owi ng :  art I of St udy 9 t o 11 , t he ev ent s of t he

• a i
.r odar i n t he cour s e of German Ai r Def ens e , not i ncl udi ng 4 nt i -

aircraft Artillery, are described as seen through Germ,an ey®s,

  ? he s ket ches be l ong i ng t o   ar t I '  ave be en co ribi ned i n Annex I ,

  !  , Sa ar c e   fa t er i al f or Yar t T.

2'he war di ar3r of t he I Fi ght er Corps wa s ut i l i z ed a s t he

priaar,p source for the events described. It can be considered a

s our c© of aut hent i c document a ry r el i abi l i t  r . Sa-ne s zpnl ement ar3r

ma t er i s.l wa s t aken f ra n t he be   u e st of t he f ormer   ar   :i st ory

Division of the Luftwaffe, which ca.n
be evaluated as a se ̂ii-

  authoritative source,

3e uar at e , s up  l ea: ent a ry r ema,rks conc erni ng t he a i r at t a cks

on Be r l in w©r e t aken f r om    er s onal not e s of a f   rmer Ai
.r

Def ens e

Cot  i s s i oner ,

The critical ca  ents, incor.•orated into the monthl  reviews,

portra,y
the inter re ation and o :inion of tre author, In this 'i
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conr ect i on, however , o - i ni ons of t he f o1 .1_nwi.ng i ndi vi dual s :aere

also taken  nto account:

B
.r

i gad i er Ger_eral ( r et )  ̀ a1t e T Grabrua.nn , f ormer car  n  r,der of t he

3d  ' i g zt er Di v i s i on

Coh nel ( r et ) Guent her Ra dus ch , f or  er c arr .   .:-i, 3er of t he

5t h i:i g   t Fi ga er Wi ng .

.
Renort s Yrr  

_
t t en   ur e l   f ron   emor,y   nd   t ems f r o  war t    e or no st -

1 rar coru  er c i
. 

l l i t e   ::r ti-   rr i t i ng s vrer e not cons al t ed ,

5, w wl u 2t;_i.o:  of = a r t I , St ud t o 11
     

 
The de s cr i pt a on of t h e co _i rs e of event s d i r i.ng t he ai r   ra r

i n :   r t T i s ba s ed on doc l nent ary s our c es ow =;.i .e i  . t e rzr edi  3t s ai r
•

co:  aand e c 'ze l ons , O   erat -l or_s re ,  or t s of co-  ba t f l  , 
i n  - cl ement s  

  we r e not av    l a bl e , Be cau s e of t ;ze  i: u s ual cor.d 
.
i;;

_ons at    •a rs end

i t s e   ts h a.rdl c'   os s ; bl e t o gai .n   .c ce s s t o doc  .T    nt a.r -  r-lat er i z l of

t   e 1     re r e c ' e1
_-,n conb  .    ini t s concer:z 

.   T t :  e co .tr ae of a i r i a l cn-

a ,,e;  ent s . :s , a. co.  s _de_ " 7    nt ' i  "' bl e VO  d G' Y  SY  S 1`1 CO'.? 1  Ct l on ti :Z f ,'. 

h i s  
,;o r z e a.

l  •rr :i.
t i

.n   , e s  -:e c i a l l ;;• s i n c e s  „ 'a ,
; e c t i v e me.mo i

._r {  o f i :   z ;  
.
d,  a l s

..
>
 

' ca   onl    be cons a
_
der ed of 1

__ _  ; t e •    -   - ,...
f

_c  ... .

 ̀'he cont en 't s oP ;:_ ;, i , '  (, _.
i,-   ;,  ,   :!_ wi l l

, a     roa.cil hi st o r   ca 

t.i   .i;?, , . i;
._ o  • er r ors r,cust be t   .ì en i. nt o uc co int i n v  

.et * of t he l i -  i   ed

s o .  r c es ?nd be cau s e of hur a » f r r  
.
l t i

_e s ,

It i s e s ec i al l ;,    - z a s i z ec: t i   .t ,   .1 1 s t  .:     en-f .s conce rni ng

eo: :mi t    e a s of   11 i cd ti  
_r

  Or'c ? :,  'ort ?  .,; ex c l  _ s
i ve l

.:-
t :  e Ger   ..n deduct i or s
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_ at t ale t i ,.e of t he e  en ;s as t he,  occurr ed,

  11 rn u::er    cw1 dat a , ex c eixt dat es , can on1
,,r

be eva   aat ed i n broa.d

t erms . The aszt hor wi l l hav e mo r e t o sa ; el s ez Fie re x ega rdi ng t he

bas i
.c  11;T h

.n
i t ed s i

, 
  f  

_c ' n ce of rn :n e r i ca l 1at a ,   nd coz  cer nin  

t;i1e   e c . 
l i 3r i t i e s and i ncoM  l et enes s of r e   or t  

.:. ,r, .

.

 

•

 

•
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  V . :,. , 1 J J _
U K _, 1  •. _

a
.
: . .J i

. . : :r
P s _i (;i  F  1

-  
1  September 1943 TO 1 October 1943

,
1 .

) Genera,r,_
1

For four da s enemy Mosquitoes reconnoitered in cloudless skies

  t hi gh and medi ura al t i t ude s . A  nr o  na.t e  
,y

t went y Al an e a penet rat ed

German territory to Berlin , to Central Germar y, and to Southern Bavaria, 

On order s f rom t he CoaIIaander- i n- Chi ef of t he Zuf t̀wa f f e , t he s e enemy r e-
• con: aissance missions xere to b© met by the co trnitment of alerted swarms

of fighters, com osed of Me 109's and FW 1901s, that w®re strat,egicallv

ba.s ed t o   nr ot e ct i ndus t r i al i ns t a l l at i ons , T!Ze i nf er i or ca nebi l i t i e s

of these fighters against the Moscn itoes made this a honeless and un-

e cono  i cal ei f ort . At t er a     r o  imat e]
,y

200 al arm t ake- of f a , t he Gerr  an
 

fighters succeeded in down ng only one enemy reconnaissance craft,

 
  e qy f i ght er t hrust s i nt o t he Dut ch c oa s t al ar ea and at t a clcs on 

convoys of coastal shiuning xere carried out at low lev el,
3ince lo-

cator ecnlip nent nicked up these attacks too late no aircraft xere co-

.   a  .
t t ed i n def ens e ,

1'he ena y carried out a surprise lox-level raid on the airfield
•
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 ,    _  _        :  -  . • ai; Wo ens dr e ch t ,   'o l l a; d and i:i t s e.v P, •a l co   r .
'
.er l a  e s ,  

  ra  r ;
_c ' n bor: ber f l eet s b?s e  l i n  •,r   l      d cond :c ;,ed onh - one 1.  .r   e -

s c  l e at   • ck on obj ect :
.ves  •  .

t  li n Ge rmar. ;;e r  ̂ ; t ^r;t . T'cl  
.s oc c .i rr ed on

  7 :i e   t ember       .3 a  *,,. .nst t he ^ort i
.ns t al l -t ;

.ons at   dPn .

  ucce s s e s and L •s s e s d  r i n  ,
t '";e - er   od f r or.: 1   Se   t    rlber t o 1 C ct ober

19  
,

Tot a l rn L  :ber of l anc s cor:   i .'  t ed in t he z or.e of T   . . 
?";t er Cor  ., s -

b 6 1+ r l .-3.r;E' S '

  To t al n unbe r o:C :l ane s l os t i n t he zone of I. :    T;1t er Co~ ?s :

1
.
  :  1

.
3 !1 "'   Q2' 1

. .
 

,o
Of '':, Ot 3 1 CO:'tr.1 

.
 
.;Fa  :1't

•
  ne:  -r l os s e s ove r   e rn  .n t er r i t or ;.   n t he zone of I     ,̂ a e r Cor    s :

13 nl ane s not  n cZ •,di
. ?  t !:o s c d   i ;?̂.ed b;    4 ; r i;; 1i e_, 

T?Zi s t,ta s about 0 .     oY t h°_ e s ;   ,  :.t ed t ot al of 1 , 1s.  - L,  ne s c o  l; t t.e ;'

ove r 7e r:  -  r. t e rr   t-.,  M,r,

 

•
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2 ,

)   rent s b  daY dur i
.ll   t  :e ner i od f r orn 1 5 Sent ember t o 1 9 Se   t ember

. 19t  

(See Sketc'  German Air Defense

An  e r.
dax 1 )

The ene.  R re connoi t er ed tv-it '  14 pl an e s un t o t he general l i ne

  arnb ur g -   r fl   r t - Frankf urt /   i . - Sal zb .irg ,

Low- l ev el enem_,- a t t a.ck s wi t '  3 5 nl   n e s   rer e ca.r r i ed o it a ga i r.st t t to

conw y s of f t he Dut ch c oa s t ,

I n s i ngl e f l i ght s , 74 ene  t,, - a i r craf t nenet rat ed t o    he v i c i n i
.
t v

  of the Dutch-Bel,g
ian coast.

s Tot al enc  .,v cou ni t ment : 122 pl ane s , a  w ng whi ch 6 .  o s qu i t oe s wer e
-

recognized

Co  ni t rn.ent s of t he 1 Fi   ? t er Cor ,r s i n al arm t ake- of f s : S  f i ght eng

  eu   h s s es wer e not det e rmi ned

Own h s s e s : hone

 

•
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•
3 ,

} Ey ent s b  da dur i n t he   er i od f r  Ya l o Se- t e nbe  ̂ t o 2 Sent ember,

1 1

( Se e Sket ch s ern   an ,  i r Def ens e

A,,., end i x ? )

Tr eak er.em..  r e conna i s s a nce a ct i v i t  r ex t ended t o t he we s t ern s hor es

of t he Bal t i c Sea , t o Cent ral C-e rma r  ,r, and t o So   t hern Ge rr3ar y , Ai r -

craf t nl ant,s wer e s us r e ct ed t o hav e be en t he r e con.nai s s ance t a r get s .

. Six ener. y- reconnai ssance craf t were i dent i f i ed.

There wa s i nt ens i ve er_em,  - a ct i v i t ;r al ong t he Dut ch- Be l gi an coa s t .
El ement s of 2 ia rauders and &'0 t o l 00 Boe i ng Far t r e s s es wer e i der_t i f i ed ,  

'- Ene:q7 i
.nt ent i ons wer e not r e c o i z eabl e . 

_

.: On 19 Se   t er  ber about 3   enel:   ul ane s ca rr i ed out a bombi ng and

s t raf i
.ng at t a ck a ga in st t he a i r f i e l d at  lo ens dre cht i n i-Io11an d ,

Tot al enem  c onuni t ment : a  r r o  t e l y 6? 5 nl ane s

Corlrni t t ed b ; I I'i   ht e r Cor ns : Al a rm t ake- of f s a   a 
.ns t r e conna i s s ance

  l anes - 63 f i g ht er s
 

Aga in st enenr_  coa s t al

s ort i e s - 212 f i   : t er s

Total ?75 f=
_g
hters

  e  Lo s s e s : 1 l  os rn . ,i t o s hot down near Zwol l e , ]'ol l and

Own Losses: None •

_ ,
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S 1 ,
) Eyents ba day durin  the period fro m 25 Sentember to l October

 

(See Sket ch Cezman Ai r Def ense

Apnendix 3) •

Six enem,;r reconna
issance planes reached the  restern shores of  

the Baltic 5ea, the area west of Berlin, and the terr3_
t r,y

between

FrankfurtfMain an d Stuttgart,

  eiq•v
l ow- l eve l at t a cks sur - r i s ed t wo conw :  s of f t he Dut ch coa s t ,

The raids were conducted by 37 planes,

  Si ngl e f l i
.g

ht a t ot al l i ng appr ox i Tna.t e l   r 100 eneu    pl anes nenet r$ t ed

up to the Datch-Belgian coast.i  
Tot al enes  cor  ni t ment : approx3mat e l

,y
]
_
1a,7. pl ane s

Coamni t t ed bp I Fi ght er Cor   s : Aga i nst vnem7 r econna i s s a.  ce - 1 6 f i g ht ers

Aga i ns t enem̀r coadt al s ort i es - 9 5 f i ha t er s

Tot al ]
.
1 1. F i ght er s  

Ene  y l os s e s : We re not det e sn 
.ned '

  Own losses: None
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• 5 ,
) Aiaer i caA Ra i d on_ L 2'T Sept ember 191  3  

.
(See Sketch German Air Defense

Ap endix h)

  ee  Ca®ai t a ent

Taki ng of f f r aan t he Br i t i sh Is l es and t aki ng an ea st er]ar conrae,
o f  YW,i '° ' "

t hree enea y boanber
 

ri t  s conai st i ng of bet x een 200 and 250 pl anes

Bodng and Thuaderbolts) were located  0 1an west of the isles  er-

schmlLing at 1020 hours,   +ro of the bomber units penetrated the areas

kh den and Oldenburg Qi.a the Frisia.n Islanda, After dropping bomba on

Hxclen, Aur i ch, and Wi l hel mshaven, al l t hr ee bamber f orn Lat i ons began t he

    return flight head3ng in a northwesterly direction. The last elenents

xere situated  0 lon northwest of Terschelling Island at 1150 honra,
•

Altitudes were: Bombers 7,200 m - 7,500 m -

,
Fighters 4 000 m - 9,000 m

Fh ems f i ght er es cor t s s creened t he appro ac'  i ng banbers agai nst
,. .

  attacks from the south. Three enem;  fighteratunits conducted a diver-

sionery thrust into the area around the Scheldt Estua.ry  ,rLth deepest

_ pen,etration reaching the general line &otterd  - Woensdrecht - Gent.

,   .

•
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•
Commitments of the I Fi nter Corns

Comrti t t ed t•re r e : l s t F    ht e r Di v i s i on ti•ri t h f i v e f i ?  it e r s r, .la
d r ons f r om

  :: ol l and  

?d   'i Aht e r Iri
.v i s i on •̀ri t h t wo f i     t e r s rn   a dr on s e.nd t h e

  b ', .n '  ri
.n - en  u i e Fi   ht e r ' .i ng f r om

ba s es a t Br e  en , A u en s t e r , and

    a d e r bor n ,
Th e f i ght e r s qs a dr on s of t 'ze l s t F i 7ht e r D-  ti  .s

 
_on wer e cor,nr.i Lt ed    N 

 
f 

  ,s e T.e r a t e l y . Th ey becan e    r ini  r i l v i nv ol v ed  
.n

d o  f i aht s a b ove n cr t he r n U' +  k,  ,   o l'f ,,   ,,  ,
Le  .- . -   -

   -,w--He  Bn d , wh er e t a e -:- d . '
. r . „ s  s   t   e i r

n ea  r ,  a r mament , One s -  ua dr oT? f a  
_
l ed t o ina lce c o:  '  a ct   ^ t h t he e iler  , 

_ t•j  :e:: i t s r ad i o e    .
 
._  ent f a i l ed ,

 

Tr. c .:nt r a st , t '
.  e ' d i  i ,  '  t e r D;•ri

.s
i on s u c ceed ed i   cor   i t  ,   .7   i t s

e l e:  en '  s   s   , u r.i i; . I i;s   o r,    .t i ons o.t t czclcec: an cn  y b   .  b er .f or c e :in *,h e

a r ea ea st of  ̀ ?ld er    izd 'occ• a:ce i l voh •ed  -  t '   i ; s f i  *, i;e r e s c nr i. ,

'['   e e?  e ::.-     ,   o   c?-  ari   den   ra s s ,-o
  .  ed s tf .f i c ; e ,,t l

.   ea r h   t '-:r o i, h

r a d i o  
.n t e r ce_; t .  ̀ '': a t 1; 'Ze e:  e:::   .  a f _

_ _
  -

- _  _ .   wa   d ; s c l o s ed b  t he
 

f o   l owi
.ng mon  

_t or ed r ad i o r  e s s a r, e : "Th ,n d er b el t s o . k . "

Tot a l Co  ni t ment : 1 ^0 Fi   ht e r s a : d !  0 T: . i n- eztgi ne Fi ght e r s

  n e    Los s e s : q Boe i ng a nd 3 T' und er bol t s h ot dot; n

_
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Or m Lo s s es : 10 Fi ght er s and 1 'I'w3n - eng i ne Fi  ,
ht er

Weather: 3/10 to 9/10 overcast in 1 00 m to 3,000 m,

YisibilitF: 10 laa

Particulara

Mea sttr e of t he I Fi p,
ht er Cor;os at

_
t he end of Se   t ember 191}3

The I Fighter Corns ordered that arrnaaent of  he lst Fighter
  ul   a, ,

 
 c, i N 

,Scruadron of the ontpost fighter division based in Holland be lun.
ited

to one cannon (flisela e) and two machine-guns 131 for each FW 190

_ ai rcraf . Thro,L t he el '     at i on of f aur machi ne- s 1 f rom  gh gun 51

  ea c tl pl ane a nd t he r e s al t i ng r echict i on i n we i ght vras ca l cul at ed t o

make t he f i ght er s mor e ef f e ct i v e i n a  x i al c ombat wi t h enem p f i ght ers .

_
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Caapter 2
  ;-  -z- - 'c''.t, ;  ;-s;-  ;-i ; :;-:;  r Y  .-;;-r,  'i-;;3;-ic- c-3'-;:  Y:z;-t;-;: =c3: ::   :   : i :- ;- 3;  - :z  -  ; - : .:3 ::: ;-;;  ;-1:-Z:-3a t ::# ?  =  -

.
E'PEh  S   f NZ G -IT DURI I  G T!7E   'Eft I OD Fa C  i

15 SBIStember 1943 to l October 19k 3

1.
) General

  
  i 

T  ro Br i t i s h ni ght at t a cks x i t h weak i io s qu i t o i
.t s wer e di r e ct ed

a ga3  st Be r l i n  and t he Htthr a r ea , Bot h t wi n and s i ngl e engi ne f i ght er s

co  nitted aaa .ns
t these attacking Dlanes failed to achieQe success due

t o t he i r i nf er 7
_or s   e eds ,

'

• 9t the same t3m e weak ene  r forn zations engaged in nining onera-

t i ons i n t he f o  
.
l owin g wat er s :   he Ba    of D  :nz i g , The ' Je s t ern Bal t i c ,

The p
.
be and Weser Estuaries, as well as the Dutch Coastal  nTaters,

The mi   i ng operat i ons carr i ed ot  t f rom l ow- l evf:l coul d not be succes s-

ftiilly combated because the restricted ni.ght-
Pighter tactics known as

 he H nnnelbett # method were emnloyed,

• # The Hir  ne l bet t met hod of ni ght - f i ght er t act i cs  Jer e t ho s e whe r e i n

the attacks are guided by rad _o
from a ground control within a

defined area of operation,

In t he cour s e of numerou s n i ght pene t rs.t i ons of s i
y  gl e ener  r a i r •-

eraf t i nt o t he I7 .z
t ch coas t al a r ea and 1 ?ort hwe s t GQrmar  , no bo abs

were dropned and the e  y inten ions could not be recognize d,

•
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•
Daring the dark nights the ene  r conducted large-scale attacks oa

Hannover,
Daxm stadt, and Mannheim , as well as Bochurn and °ecklinghausen.

I n t he cour s e of t hes e ra i ds t i r aug'  t he dr o  ni n.g } i nEoi l st r i ps t he

e ne q, * i nt e r f err ed cons   .derabl y wi t h t he s - ot t  n g and r e cogni t i on s er vi ce

a s w el l a s wi t h t he Hi imnel bet t t a ct s
_c e , The a-    r oa ch r out e of t he bamber

stream could generally be detertnined on] p after reconnaissance planes

were coYrnnitted, The increasing anpearance of eneiq7 l ng-range night-

fighter escorts caused losses among our own tvrin-engine nightfighters,

By cot L tting tw .n-eng
ine and single-engine nightfighters   ploying

t ?  e Ob3e  ni ght f i g ht er met hod s i c ce s s e s wer e a chl
.ev ed , Beca .  s e

onl y ve ry f eur ni ght f i ght e r uni t s x e r e equ i pped vri t h on- board radar
  facilities the hunt or pursuit nightfighter method could on y be em-

pl o,, ed t o a l i ni t ed ex t ent ,.

..
.

Successes and losses durin  the  eriod from 15 Seoteanber to 1 October

   

Tot al m  nber of ni   t f i   h i er s cormn  .t t ed i n t he z ons of I Fi   ht er Cor ns :
_ ,

931 pl ane s , of whi eh 90 ni ght f i ght er s def ended a,  a i ns t Mo s c ¢t oe

attacks, 

2ota1 Losses in ni. 
htfi hters in the zone of I Fi hter Corps:

21 planes or 2.3
  nf the total planes cor  '.

tted

RAF Losses over Garman territory within the zone of I Fi hter Cort s:

90 planes, not including those shot down hy   1  r illery and

single-engine nightfighters,

  Thi s wa s about 4 , 5   of t he e s t i rna.t s d t ot a l RAP' cots   i
.t ment of about

2 , 044 pl ane s a ga i ns t Ge rm,an t err a
.t or3r,

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

-    -
!

.
2 ,

)   rent s b p_ ni   ht dur i n  t he pe r i od f r om 1 5 Set  t e:nber t o 23 Set t e nber

 

( Se e s ket ch Ge rn  .n A 
.r

Def ens e

ap; endix   }

The ene  conducted:
-  
Cour i er f l i ght s t o S  reden 1 5 pl ane s

Supplies for Agents in Poiand 20 plan es

I to s c ui t oe at t a ck on Be rl i n 62 pl   nes
r--

Mi ni ng of 'vrat  ers  ., ort f   e Dut ch coast
 

15 pl anes

Si ngl e f l i ght s t o hort :lWest Germar y 2L,. pl anes

Single flights to the Dutch coastal region
(mi ni ng r  i

.s s i ons ? ) 3 b nl ane s 

Tot al Co anni t rn ent : 172 pl anes

 

 .,, •
.

The I iRhter Cor s committed•

1 , Fi ght er Di v i s i on a ga i
.ns t s i ngl e a i r craf t   ri.

t h

Hi mm el bet t met hod
,

10 t jrin- engi ne f i ght ers

2, Fighter Division against the cour .er planes

t o S  weden z•ri t h rada r equi pped pl anes 2 s in gl e - engi   e f i ght er s

aga i ns t t he s u   pl   mi
.s s i ons t o   'ol and wi t h

  Hi *  el bet t met hod in Schl eswi g--Hol st ei n 42 t w:in - engi ne f i ght ers

3 , Fi ght er Di vi s i on i n def er
_s e of t he ; .osc ui t oe

a t t a ck9 on Ber l i n   ri t h F'i  arae l bet t met hod i n t he
5  a r ea nort h of Berl i n 2$ t    i n- en  ].11e f i   ht er s

Total ComQnitment:  2 nightfighters

  e Y Losses: 3 pla_nes shot dawn

• Ohm Los s e s : 1 s i ngl e - eng i ne f i g'nt er
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•
3 , ) Br i t i sh Rai d on : iannover ?,2

f 23 Sept ember  1943

( Se e sk et ch Ge rma.n Ai r Def ens e

appendix 6}

Ene®,y
Co  .tment :

The fact that enea *forces had taken off fron British bases heading

ea st wa s det ermi ned t hr ough radi o di r e ct i on f i ndi ng at ar m,uld 27,
30 hou .Ms ,

The oenetration situation of the enemy bomber stroam com . osed of from

300 to 400 planes was not clear due to enem„v
interference w .

th the lo-

cat er equ i.r  ttent . Ti rie l y c om ni t ment of s pot t er a ;
.r craf t wer e abl e t o

det ezmi.ne t he enen p a nproa ch rout e a nd     t he t ar get , The  

_ r et u rn f l i g ht of t he ene n  ba*nbe r t ra s c onduct ed i n ea t ended f ormat i on

f rom t he Ilannov er   Brauns chwei g, St enda l area s z ri t :1 a nor t hate s t er ]  '
•   cour s e ,

The I Fi   ht er Cor ps contm .
t t ed :.

1 , Fi ght er Di v i s i on z ri t h ::i z  e l bet t met hod over Dui ch

t er r i t ory f rom 2039 hour s t o 20 51  hour s 6 t wi n- eng i.ne Fi ght er s

i n pur su i t o}  e rat i ons f r om Hol l and bet we en

2132 hours t  and 003? hours 11 t 
.n-eng

ine fighters

' 2, Fighter Division with Hi  elbett method in the

Schleswig-Holstein area fram 21Q1 hours to

0110 hour s 7 t ti ri n- engi ne f i   _t e r a

l., 2,, and 3, Fighter Divisions in G bjective

pur s  ;i t oper at i ons an t he 1-:annove r   Braun-

s c ! we i g a rea f rom 203 9 hour s t o 00   hour s 197 t sri n- eng i ne f i ght er s
•

Tot al Cotmni t ment : 221 t  
_n- engi ne f i ght er s
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,   .  esQY Lc s es . 19 f oura   ot ored bo nbers shot down

Opn Lo s s e s : ?_ t w n - eng in e f i ght er a , of i  ??i ch one wa s s hot do  m b  l ong-

range nightfighter '

Wea  her : 1/ 1 0 t o !  f 10 par t i al over ca st at 1 , 000 m,

Ver -, 
da.rk ni ght

 

 

'

_
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• 1  ,

) Br i t i sh Ra i d on hi .: nnhe  m and Drarms t a dt on 23/ 21  Sept ember l o

( See sk et ch Germa :  Ai r Def ens e

a  endix 7 )

  em,y
Caeuni t ment :

The approa ch r out e of bet we en 300 and 1  00 enc  -  bomber s wa s not con• l et el y

s   ot t ed be cau s e of s ev er e enesn.p
i nt er f e rence broug? t t o bea r on t he ra di o

d3
.rec

tion findi.ng eauinment, The bomber formation left the British bases

a t about 2 0   5 hotars hea di ng ea st , The t i ght l   f orrned bo mber s t ream, a f t e r

cha ngi ng cour s e s eve ral t i me s , t hen headed i n t he gener al s out hea s   er l y

di r ec t i on i nt o t he Ǹ•ar mhe i ai - - Da rn s t adt a r ea , r'   e  ,y
l oi:g- range ni ght -

f i ght er s in t er f err ed wi t h our o  m consn 
_
t ment s i n t he Dut ch area.. At t wo

 
r adar s i t e s t he ener  i nt e rf er r ed f or t he f i r s t t   r,ie wi

.t
h . ur c   uni cat i ons ,

The r et urn f l i g   t of t he e ne  y bo  ber f or c e 3va.s
i r. ex t ended f ormz.t i on wi t h 

a nor t :  yres t er l
.y cour s e , Onl y t hrough t h e t ime l

,7 co  n i t ment of s pot t er nl ane s

was it oossible to bring our nightfighter forces to bear against the ene y,

T'i1e I Fi   ht er Cor ps Cort  _t
t ed : .

1 , Fi   ht er Di v i s i oa wi t h TI  uel bet t met hod i n  

in the Rhine area from 21?5 hours to

0110 hou r s 28 t ti rin - engi ne f i g"t ers•
i n rn  .r su i t o er at i or_s f ra n Hol l and

_ P

between 21?1  hour and 0030 hours 7 twin-engine fighters

1,, 2.,  ,, and 5, Fi hter Divisions in Objective r:igat-

f i ght er t a ct i cs t ri.t r:i n t he 'r  ann;:e im-

Darrast adt area f r om 2116 hour s t o

  0325 hours . 186 twin-engin e fightersi
Tot al Comr,i _

t,r  ent : ^21 t wi n- enp,
i n e f i ght er s
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•

  h emm r Lo s s e s : 3 0 f our- r  ot o red Borabers s izot dot•m t h r ou g 'i ob j e ct i ve met hod

Own Los s es : 7 t wi n- eng  
_ne f i ght er s , of s•rh  

_c
h 3 wer e s hot dotim bq l or_g-

rang e ni ght f i ght e rs ; and one was s hot do•+ m b;  enemy bombe r

Weat her : 2/ 1 0 t o   / 10 ov er ca s t , mi ni < <. z l t i t u de 3 , 000 m, vi
.s

i
_
b i l    ey

10 t o 20 la;  ,

i
•

!
,

•  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

- l b -

S 5 ,
) Ey ent s by ni   ht d•a r in   t he   er 3

.o
d f r or,i ?I  Se r t ember t o 1 Oct ober

.  

( i,ot incl udi ng Br i t i sn Larga- scal e ?.ai ds on ' an.nover/ Braunschk ei g
,

on 27/ ZS Se T t eraber and on Eo c':zaza/ Re ckl i nghaus en on :'.9
/ 3 0

Se a e  ber 19 +3 )

(Se e s l:et c '-:  '7e   La:  ai r ])e f er.s e

. a - nend5x S )

: nem  Coz•  .
i t ment

The +  AF cond .lc
t ed :

i  i ni ng oner3t i ons i n t : e f ol l o  rin g  •rat or s : Ba;,- of   n   i   ,  
.
be ancl

' :e s er es t ua r i es and o.
f f t he Dut ch coa st   :i.t h 41 pl anes

•
Thr e e ii as qu i t oe at t a cks on t he   hr a rea Z,ri t h   4  ? l anes

Courier flights to Sweden with $ planes
•

Si n l e f l  
. 

ht s t o nor t hwes t (I err. a and u   t o t heg . 
nY

Dut ch c oa s t al r egi on   r',_
t h 11 nl ames

Tot al C:  r•r ' t   .ent : 1  0 pl an es

'L'he i Fi
. 

ht er Co r   s comrai t t ed :

I , Fi ght er Di v i s i on a  Ra i nst i :os   ui t oes k 
.
t ?  t'.i r.uael bQt t

met hod  
.n

t he F Cni ne ar ea 1 t      .n- engi ne f i g'zt er
 

2 , Fi r ht er D 
.v

i s i on aga i nst mi ni ng operat i on t  .t
h

:-ii   e l bet t met hod 1.n t he Schl e swi   - Ho 
_s

t e i n

a r ea wi t h 7 t wi
_n- er.  a  c f i ght er s

Tot al Comrai t -aent : S t wi n- eng     te f i g.ht er s

Fne r Losses: S lere not determined

  Own I   s s e s : 1 Fi g zt e r
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O  n Los s e s : 5 t ws.n- en  .ne f i ght ers s hot down, f  of ti r l i ch Uy en e qy

long-range nightfighters,

Wea_ ___ 
t he_r_: Of 10 t o 1}f 10 rai n cl ouds

Mja i  mm  : 800 m, Maxim un: 3 , 040 m.

Particulars: an 27 October ? (should b© Sept= ber} Gaptain Frank,

b , m, i  T, d  ,
G, d . , Coanmander of I Squadr on , 1   i ght -

f i ght e r i  i ng wa s ki l 7.®d in a ct i on . He ha.d 55 ni ght -

fighter victories to his credit and was the holder of

the Rnights Cross to the Iron Cross,

_

 

  -
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.

,  

Tha   a  ma,nd St at f af I , Fi ght er Corps  di rect s t he  
 

ui ght f i g  tt er operat i ons on ?'f/ 2  Sent esnber 19k3.

_
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•
7 ,

} 8r i t i s h Ra i d on Bo chum and Re ckl ' haus en on 0 Set  t e nber 1

(Se e s ket ch Ge rma.n Ai r Def ens e

a_lnendi x 1 0 )

  em  Cam  i t ment :
.

The as s embl y of about 1  00 ene  bomber s above t he Br i t i s h I s l e  wa.s

recognized earl,y,
The  oint of the british bomber strev  reached the

Dut ch coa s t nea r Den Hel de r at 2022 hvur s f ]
47

i ng at 5, 500 m wi t h an

ea s t er ],p cour s e ;   e  i nt er f er r enc e ti ri t h t he radar ©at. 
i n ®ent di s - ,

torted the air situation camnletely, The change of courae to the srnith

of t he poi *rt of   t he boanber st ream wa s not not ed i n t   zne . Onl y af t er

l aunchi ng s pot t s r pl ane s wa s t he ene    at t ac:  t ar g et det era  n ed ,
 

The enerqy masked his turn to the south in the 8 nden area by dropn'
.

  B

• du  r f 1,a.res sout h of Br emen and near Osnatirueck . On t he ret ura nui

t he enem    l ef t t he t ar get a rea 2l y i n g i .-  ext ended f or nat i on   ri t h a we st er l , 

course, The last of the de arti.ng enemy bombers were over the Dutch coast

at 23 21+ hour s , The l a s t of t he anproa chi ng ena*  bomber wav e t ,arned

ov er the North Sea befor© reac: ing the Dutch coast and headed home. Tt

apneared that due to the deterioration of the weather (fog) at the hclme

bases the enemy executed the raid prenaturel,y,

_
A br i t i s h mi ne l aj-i ng uni t of about 34 nl a ne s f l ew ov er t he tres t ern

c oas t of Dermia rk at 21 20 hour and st ear ed a s o   t hea s t er l -r cour s e ,ln t o t he

Ba, • of Dnnz i g , r et urni ng v i a t he same r   ut e ,

_ .
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_ The I. Fi hter Coros co nai tted:

1 ` Fi  ,
ht er Di vi s i on Hi mQnel bet t met hod in Hoh

_and

a.nd t he Rhi ne area f rom zo55 Fiou  s •

t o 0131  hour s 35 t   ri n- engi ne f i g"t er s

2, Fi  hter Division Hi melbett method in Schleswig-

I ;ol st e  .n and Denma.rk as wel l 11 t wi n- engi ne f i ght ers

as t he Bal t i c Coast f r oaa

2051  hour s t o 031 5 hour s 17 t win - eng i ne f i   l t er s

1„ 2., and 3, Fi hter D•ieisions in Objective

nightfighter 1Zethod in the

Bochurs/ Re ckl an  ,
haus en a r ea

  f r om 2055 ho  tr s t o 0031  hour s 1?2 t wi n- eng _ne Pi ght er s

• Tot al Com3  
.
t ne nt : 1  5 t   n,n - eng i ne f i ght er s

The ma.s s of t he f i ght er s commi t t ed i n Obj ect i ve o  e rat i ons i ni t i al l
,p

hea.ded f or t he dt  f l are s at Br e nen and Os nabra eck and ul t i   a.t e l y wer e

r ed;
..re ct ed• t o 3ochi m b  t he Fi ght er IT  v i s i ons , vrher e t h c  a rr i v ed t oo l at e ,

T'ne adv ent   f f og ne ce s s i t at ed pr e:aat ure ' a l t i ng of own c   ni t ment s ,

  i em  Lo_
s s e

i
s : 6 bon ber s s h ot down (3  -ial i f ax 2 nd 3 Lanca st er ) 

  "
.Own Losses:   twin-engine fighters shot down, of which i nlane by ene rqr

long-range nig! tfighters, ,

.
   eat her : Cl oudl es s , v er  r m,

_s
t y , Vi s i b   1 i t y 3 t o 5 Io  , Fr oa

2?
_
30 hour s in cr ea s  

.ng f og

: 'a rt i c  il a r s : Dur i ng t h e n i ght ?
_9

/ 3 0 Oct ober ? ( shoul d be Seot ember ) Ca - t a i n

• Ge i ger , S  uadron Co ru  ander , 7 , Souadron , 1 . ? ii ght Pi   t e r

wi ng wa s ki l l ed i _*  a ct;i on af t e r 5  ni   ht f i g'  t er v i ct or  
.e s ,

 -'e vra s de corat ed vr3.t h t h e Kni ght s Cr os s t o t he I r on Cr os s ,
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_
 

  Cant:ai n Ge i ger

ka.l l ed i n act i on 29/ 30 Se   t ember 19 +3

 
.
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•

    -;ay r e co; uza 7
_s s an ce a ct   -v

Zt ,,  over ^   z  ,-..n t e r r  
.
t or J ditr i ?  r Oct ober

k a s comr :  r a t  
.ve l  r l i r ht   .nd l a,Tni t ed ::.

t s cl f t o f .̂vor a bl e :•rea t he r cor.d i t  
_ons ,

:'.e coni a i
-s s a nce - r e s   :Lb 1   s e r ,r ed t o col l e ct da t a f  - r a , t   .ctir s , t o d et e r   i T  e

t l-ic   e -"  e c t  
-ve . e s s c f a t  , a ck s ,   ,o  *a t h e r z•rea t h er da t a , a nd t o s ra.t cl-.

c aa s t a l s hi    ;    ng , Sev e r a l f _ . 
ht e r t hr us -i,s i

_:Z
t o t :_e Bel c i a n- Ih

. t c   a r ea ,

ti rh i ch wer e n ot i n a.n:-   •:>- cotlrie ct ed vri_
t :  ±h e bo° ihor a c '. 

i    t y , d i d not

r eve al t '.  e i r _..nt ent  .on ,

  'h e     r . r  
.s e r a i d s on t ì e a i r f  

-e
l d s Sci !i   f  ol 3nd    i.  ens dr e cht l. e : e of

n o con s e  _  nc   ,

7 -  c o n :  e c t i o      •  t h d e f e n s :  v e o  
_
  e r a t -    T  r   :     .

=; a t e r  ea  -r d a -;-t 7_; e

  :. + 1 n _     '

..

uo:  be r a .,  .  .c  cs , : ea c3r  la  -t e r s o.  1 F; r;l,t e r   or ps r e ce  
.ved  ,h e er:- l  

.c
 
.t

S or de r s f r o-,  t he Coruna.nd er - in - Ch i ef of t h e i  if t wa f f e t c f i r     1V de s -.r oT 

t    e en c:u:.- f ou r - mot or ed bo:iue r s    ',;i l e avo zd : :   , a ; r i a l co:  bat   ri t h enem; 

f i ght e r s ,   , r '  he r !nor c , u _ne s cc i i; ed bn-  be r f or :a _fi .-' on s wer e '  o b e a t t a cl; ed

a nd dES-Lr o;-ed or e -:
' e r a bl  ; b t ; ri a - e :  r*i n e a nd n  . *'-  , f ;

. 
ilt e r s , Th e 3 r :<t=n  _ o

of t he a ea T .- f i   h t e r 1:  n   s , t h e t  •,'i z- e r_  i n e f  
.,

a  ;c r a n i t s ,   .nd t he n i ght -

f i ght e r i  l a n e s e s >>ec i a l l y de s i   na   ed f or da ,  ;;i: ::e o -e r a t ac r.s ,  :  .t h ;  l cm
.

r ock et gr ena d e s und cr t h e l• s.r n_s       s t;e :  - ed    -, f; -• t l:e u ' - rao _t . 

Th e a -  e r %r  e s t r en gt l  of a i r cNa f
.t r ead;- f c r a ct i on  :2 t l: i r. t    e zone

of }: e, .d  u: î t e r s _' Fi ght e r i;  r   s  •re z•e a s f o 
_
l o=:  du r -i_.  m Oci;oUe r 1?! 3 :

S i n,_;
l e - Gn   i ne f i   ht e r s : ,̂ pn _ ?  

'i  : i .n - ec  =in e f i ;  ht e r s : h0 - fi 0

. ì g :  t f :.ght e r s s .z
:Lfi,wbl e

• f or d  .;-t     e o •-  e r ? t ; ons . 1^    

T'ze   a s s of ::i  e da ;  '  ime f i ,   z•ccr s  •re r e bo.s ed 5
. :

':-fo)
_
1  -nd and iior t h-

t re s t e r h Ge ? :n3n.y/
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• The t act i cs empl oyed b•,- t he German f or ces aas as f ol l ows :   e  f oun -

motored bomber units were gen®ral]  attacked by serarate fighter wings.

During the attack, which usually was carried out fra n.
the front  some

el ecnent s , normal   y a sc uadron  screened agai nst enea  f i ght ers f roan above .

The t wi n- engi ne f i ght er wi.ngs were co mbi ned i rrto a concent rat ed at t  ack f orce  

and usual l .y re  uis ed t he prot ect i ott of f ratn 1 t o 2 f i ght er wi ngs agai nst

ene q,v
f i ght er s .

.
The dayt i   e  i$ t def e sni v e act i ons i n t he Ge rman Ai r Def ens e dur i ng

Oc,
t ober we r e i n g eneral car r i ed out s uc ce s s tl xl ]

,9
. Thi s wa a es pee i al 7

,y
t r ue

when enemy ba mber units were encountered without fight®r eacort, and par-

t i cul ar l
,  when t wi n- eng an e and ni g. rt f i ght er s wi t h t hea

.r
heavy armament

 
were able to inflict considerable losses on the ene®,Y,  In the A tch and

  l orthwestern Gern oan areas German fighter unita became a7most eaclnsivelp
,i nvul ved i n dogf i.ght s wi t h enen y f i ght ers , Her e t he German f orma.t i ons

proved i nf eri or bot h na meri cal l   and t echni cal l,v . The t wi n- engi ne f i ght er

' units and to some exterit the nightfighter unita as well suffered considerable
b,- t h end of Oct oberl os ae a i n t h i s ar ea aga i n st ®nemy f i ght er s , As a r e su l t ,

 
t x i n- engi ne f i p, .

  it er

units a.nd ni.g
htfighters were coa  itted only in areas where they would not

oper at e wi t hi n t he ef f e ct i ve range of ene  ,p
f i ght er s . •

 
.The rn imer i caLl

,p
i nf er i or German da   t i me f i ght er uni t g i a i l ed t o pr ev ent

a single American 13rge-scale raid during October 1943. Neverthelesa, the
, . .

• enee  - suf f ered not i ceabl e l osses   especi a].1~p i n bombers . .

The ai r bat t l e of Sch +re i nftirt on 1.la. Oct ober 191 3   ras a success im 

f or t he dayt ime f i ght er uni t s co  i t t ed i n t he German Ai r Def ense, i r_ t hat

• the American air   a force considered itself forced to select its targets

• withfn German territory in accordance with the range of its escort fighters

f ram t hat poi nt o t,
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• Th e a l a r ẑ t a 1: e- of f s a ga i n s t t h e en   ; r   =o s cu i t o r eco:z.na i s s a n ce ol 2ne s

f a i l ed t o a c hi ev e su c ces s du e t o t he l nf e r i or ne r f Or r a r_c e of t    e Ge n n3 .n

f i ght e r ol a n es , Th e u n,v-i eJ
_
d i ng det e r     na t i

-o.z of t he Comm .nd er s - i n -   :  i ef

of t he Armed For ce s 2nd t he Luf t     .f f e i n h ol di n   t o t he i r or der t o f r u st r a t e

e n ean - r e cor_,,a i s s a n ce w e r Gcr .  :  r_ t e r r    :or   - r e s,zl t ed i r   u s el es s wea r and t ea r

o f e T  .i ?  er.t   .nd a l s o i n a l o s s of cor f i d cn ce i n t h e t on- l ev e l com  a.nc?,

Tot a l da -,-t  1Le f i   ht e r : l a ne s c om   i t t ed l ,-  t h e z one of I r i
.g

ht er Cor os

d a r i n  Oct ab Er 19  .,
  : 1+, 551 ? l  .n e s

Tot a l Lo s s e s of . l   n es i n t h e zon p of ± Fi   ht e r Co • ,s d1 _•i r.  Oc t ob er 1L 1+3 :

l   l
.-
l a.n e s or 3 . 3  

  :   ̂ong t he s e l os s e9 t he l , Fi ght e r Di vi s i c n i :  I-iol l and s ,i f f e r ed - a r -

t i c i l a r l y badl y , On 11 `̀ ct be r  . n d a f t.e r s_,i
f f e r i  l o con s  

.
d e r ?bl e dar:     e

i i r   :   'za
_
t s t .  i s d i v  

_s
i
.on I:ad bu t 1  C s er v i cea bl.e

da ;,-t
i :e f i g'1';e r s .

  I1eiIl ?r Los s es i    Gct ober 19  3 i n t h e zo   e of I , F i   '., t e r Cor  a ov e r Ger r. : n

i e r r i t o  z-- ,
: 333 , 13n©s , i n a dd  

_
t  

.on un s ilot down by A+'  hr t  
.
l l e r y ,

Th i s   ,•a s a bout 7 ;   of  ;h e c s t      a.t ed t ot a l co.   i t ment ov er C  r ma n Tar r _t orR

  f a bou t   ,   00 ;  l a ne s ,

_

+
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2,
} Events on 1 and 3 October 19 +3

(Not i nc l udi
.ng s i r ra i d on Wi ener+-I3eust adt vn 1 Oct ober I 943 )

(3ee sketch Ge  Air Defense
.

appeadax 11)

Bne  p ConmS.t ment '

The ene qy reconnoi t er ed  wi t h smal l f or ce s over nor thw+est era and

s out hern Gezman p. T ro enemv f i ght er t hr zst s were cond zct ed i nt o Bel gi.an

t erritory and into the area of the Scheldt estuar. ,

The follow ng air fields were attacked oa 3 October:

= a,
) 111 0 hours Schiphol near Amsterdam bp 75 fourmotored bombers

._
and 80 Marauders.

 
b,
) 1150 hours Woensdrecht in F olland b  50 Boston bambers

Tot a  Commi t ment : About 25? mul t i   aot ored pl anes and mar 7 f i ght ers .

Camm a ment of t he I , Fi   ht er Cor os : 6sl  f i ght er s a   ai nst at t ack  n g f orces at

a i rf i e l ds and a ga i nst f i g' t e r t hw .s t s  

33 f i ght er s agai ns t l  o s c  ,ti t o Re com a i s sance

'• craf t

Enea y Losses: 3 planes shot down

Own hosses: 2 fighter planes

 
-
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• 3 .
) Eb ent s f r am S t o ]

.
l E Oct ob©r 191F3

(   :ot i r .c l u di n  .
Amer i ca n l a r n e - s ca l e r a z

.
d s )

( Se e sk e t ch ('  r ma n Ai r Def en s e

a n  end i x 1>?)

En e  , 
CommS.t ment s :

-e ..  c;ta, 
 

Li r::i t ed enen  r r e c  _  u ..a i s s an ce a ct i vi t  ̀ c :  v er ed t h e Ge _. :
. ht   we st  

a nd s ou t hwe st   e r   a n :;-,

  ' n er  y a i r a ct i v i t  r i n t iie Dut ch- Be l g i an coa s La l a _,ea wa s dr a st i ca l l
,y

cu r t a i l ed ' d.ze t o unf a v or a bl e wery.t r e r .

• Tot a l Com      c  7t : d bou t     1a    e s .- : d 11 1'0  :o•;i t o   e conna  
.s an ce cra f t

  Co  un'+..nent of t he I , Fi   _, t e r Cor ps : 5  f   .ght e r s i n a l a.r  n t-,a;ce - of f s v i t h rn zt

success,
yne  ,  Los s e s : Wer e not d e t ei ni_n ed  

0 ,-n Los s es : ?;on e

.

•
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i r s ro:>> Oct ober t o 1 :'ove:,-  'Uer 1° •1  ,
) F' s . er.t

f 17 ,
  3

( r'o t i n Cl u d i n g J  rne r  
.c :̂:1

1 . .2'? C- SC2.
1
_ c _r a i d s l

 a e e s li e t Ctl   ,  r~-L  .   .
l :i.r

D<_:
f e t  s e

a  _  en '    : 13}

  em re conna   _s s a_ice a c ;i v -i t ;;  _i;i, ., t :,   : e  _::- . 
ii' .'.,, t o t,he We si

_: r̂ern   r_

Rlti ne ar ea , Be l g ium, and   st e   France    a s l i   t ed . ':'' :e f l i gt. t rout e of

t he i•Ioa!- .i
l t o r econna i s s anc e pl ane s c oal d not be  .n r sti   d f u 1

_
l s due t o l  mi t ed

v =s;b  
-
1    3  .

A_i r a ct i v .
it ;,  a l ,  ri  t he c    a s t  •r_ .s r e l at   v e ]

 ,  -
i nt e :  s e ,

` j  on ; t ':e O; e rat i or c conr;u ct ed b,  t :, e  l   e ° _c .̂r.
   ;

_r
  r c c t•:er e :

l) r   19 •"' ct ob er 191;.
^ a b    :. 

i  i n ,r-   i;t   .clt o i i;ne ti rr eciC o  ' i.   ,e s  .e an s?  i
.>7

"  t ras s txi r g ')
 

  f f   .` e   ;_..  c `  i;o- :_  hri t h 2   Fo  -l,r es s es a   td 1 - 3  _a _ i     s
-

  .

0 l 2  Oc:,o   yr 19 ;,,
  an a oent s rii s s i - n   ;_.=,;:  _   :  .. t°  : •  , •,..   , .. • ' , ,. -, ,   '

Pol and .   lze s e •;l ane s z•r   r e obs e -̂ -  e ' c '
.r c'

.-
; ;   <'

_
: -;_; • r '.

; i   ades i n t he Grodno

a r ea , A:  ._ r o  .ch and r et urn r out e coul d no* be det eri L 
.ned ,

On 2l} Oct o ber 1943 :

` a ,
) A bombi ng ra i d on t he a i r f i el d Sc iii ohol nea r : mst erdam wi t n a mix ed

f or.aat i on of 1"0 T arauder s , 3o s t ons , Thu ::     - 
  c ,

_
'  s , and Sni t f i re s bet   een

1 62   hour s and 1    •55 hour s . !'11.
t i t ude ds r i ng a, •-r oa ch t,va s 1 , 5J0 m t o   ,   30 m,

M1n or dama ge   ra s s ust a sn ed b
,y

t 'ne a i r f i e l d i nst al l at i ons ,

b .
)   di vebomber ra i d on t he a i r f i e l d   'ioens dr echt  n :tol l and   ri t h 10

T  nhoons bet wee:  171  hotzr s s.nd 17 55 hour s , Iyo damage vra s ca i s ed ,
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  _  b b : a s s a : z ri +i1 0 ''  nl ane s f ro~i .

  t al i a :  ba s e s  ,la s 12•anc:  ed i r.t oc „ om _r l t 1

  u s t r i an- '  :z  ga r i an a rea . A ,_ .roa ci  Ueg!
_n.n

^
.ng a t 1 11 0 izour s v i a :  a - o svar ,

Lak e Bal a   .on i ni••o t ?:e Erat i s l ava - ',TY  n na ar ea .

Ret urn f l i g':  t ov e r Leoben , Za gr eb it_r
a :i l 131 "%ho .ir s ,

Bom'os vrer e d
_r o  >?  ed i n t h e f ol l o : i n g z r ea s : j1a po svz r ,  

.zez  ?; ' r c'zen, Br a'.;i s l ava ,
 

Raa b , Oedenbur g, St e i nar  an  er ,   er r dor  ', ' :e ?ki
_r c   en , a: d t he o • en c    u  t r 

n
a r a   nd GJi_ener - 2 :eus t adt ,

T- eat he r : 10  10 Cwer ca s t i r, ^00 n ,   ar i;1;- f og and ra =n s h   we r s .

Fi   '.3t e r Def ens e hy 13 F i ght e r s of t h e Fi gizt e r Coi  zd "C st m lr it" wi t hou t

s zccees .i
' Ts o l a  :e d s t r a f i n g a t t a c k s we   c q n du c t e    ,  ,  n s t r a ;

.
l r oa d t r a i r.s a nd

•       t  , ,
  2c

:  .  r i; _1
1 er r , os _.t i    ns i ,n Sot.z

  ,';ern   3nd- and L  t he a r ea s.rou ld :'lr t we r o,
,

'  o  ;a l En e  ,r CorL1 _
t; nent : . .t out   1  ?0    l ane s a: d 10 : :os mzi t o   e con.*iai s sanc e Crai t ,

Co  i t :  ent of t h e T  F  .   -it er Cor  s : 1   4 f i ght er s i n al a rr  t a';e - of f s t•r-? t h ou t

s u cc ° s s .  ̀ h e ea a   T• di v eboriUe r at Lacks on Schi chol ,  •'oens dr e cht , and t '
_• e

s : i .  :ar F cka ge  .  e re not di s c ove r ed i n t i
.ze

b;  t :  e rada r f a c i l i t 5
.es .  ̀'   zs t '-:e

• f i gl t er s wer e coi: °ti .   t ed t oo l s.t e .

F   zem;.- L   s s e s : 5 Be auf i
.g

?a er s and 5   s t on Boiaber s s:cot doz m t hr  z  '{A   r   i l l erg .
Oti•rn Los s e s : 3 Fi rrtlt er s

i
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„ .5 . ) hme r i ca n Ra i d on  di e n e r - 1l e us t a d t on 1 Oc t o be r 1 9 4 3

  See s ke t cb Germ,an   i r Def ®ns e

appendix 13)

Enemy Commitmant
_ _
Ap
,r

ur oa c hi ng f r om I t a l i an ba s e s wi t h out f i gh t e r pr o t e c t i on wer e :

a .
) 121U hours  G - 60 Liberator boBibers via  agreb , Oedenburg

i n t o t h e 'rYi e ne r - I3e us t a d t ar oa . 3 e t ur n f l i gh t wa s ca r r i e d out

in southerly and southwesterly direction beginning at 1256 hours.

b.
) 131l  hours lg Liberator bom bers alon  the same route to

I3e us i e dl ar s e e .  •
6 uomuers continued on to   i®ner-Neustadt and 6 bombers

- headed for the Bratislava area .'
Beginning at 1401 hours th® bombers started the rei:urn flight

in a southwesterly direction .

  l t i t ude dur i ng t h e a : pr oa ch f l i ght of' bot h bomb®r f ormat i ons

was 3,000 - 5,00o m .
Altitude ebove the tarbet area : 1 ,5G0 - 3,000 m .

Bombs we r e dr oFpe d : :  i e n e r - lvre us t a dt : n i r dr ome , e i r c r a f t
 

plants , Rax works

r e l i z do r f : Hr   r x mnio i  ump

c . ; 1   12 il c u   s   U - t 0 x our   _o   or e d bombe r s v i a      i t z e r l a nd i nt o

t h e Obe r s t dor f -  +'r i e dr i ch s ha f e n ar e a .

The return flightwas observed between 12 1 hours and 1331

hours between Lindau and l ludenz into S itzerland.
•  ltitudes were : 2 ,000 - 5,000 m .

Bomb drops:  'eldkirch and Blesenberg in Vorarlberg.
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c s•C
, m

itments of the I. Fighter orp .... _  . ._ .._.  ..-.  .
Fi ter Command "Oatmark" againat the  Niener-Neustadt p®ne-

tration in alarm take-offs from

Airfield winer-Iueustadt: 8 Me 109  

Ai r f i e l d t e l e on t n e -r1la gr am: 1 1 . M® 1 09

Ai r f i el d Hi r s chbe rg : 14 ]tl[e 1 10 ( t wi n- eng i ne )

.
( sh oul d r ead 110  

total: b6 plan®$

  i Fi
, 

Yit er Di v i s i on ( l a t er 7 . Fi gh t er Di v i s i on ) aga i nat penet ra t i on

on Fel dki r ah i n al arm t ake - of f s f r om

_ Airfield Neubiberg : 19   e 109

_ A irfield Woerishofen : 29 Me 109
'

Ai r f i e l d An s ba ch : . 1 2   Ie 1 1 0 ( Twi n - e a g i n e )

Airfield   ehtheim : 30  e 110 (twia-engine)

Ai r   t e l d Ech t e r di n gen : 6   ie 1 10 ( n i gh t f i gh t e r )

AirPield Memmingen : 8 Me 110 (tw in-engine)

t ot a 1 : 10l  pl an e a

, Tot a l 'Commi t ment : 170 f i   ht er s
_ . . _

Of thase plan®  68 fighters engaged the enemy . Airial combat

occurred primarily above the Vienna basin . The western bomber formation

®vaded the Garman attackers in due tim® by pulling away over neutral

  vi t z e rl an d .
E
_
n
_
em  Lose es : 19 fourmotored bomber$ in the Vienna area

.
. 4 fourmotor®d bombers in the Laka Constan e area
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1  fourmotored bombers shot down by  A Artillery

The percentage-w ise high bomber losses are attributed to the feat

thct the enemy flew these mis9ions without fighter protection .

Own Lasses: 2 Me 109, in addition 11 b®lly landings.

 

 

 

 
-
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b.) American Raid on    den on 2 October 19 3
- - - -- -  ._ ..___  ..

 aes sketch German Air Deiense

  .r      ua i :  11  }

 "_   Y_..
  onuni t menZ  

The g o i nt s or a s ti r on g bombs r un i t vai t h i  i  ;h t e r pr o t e c t i on

s t o od e bo ut 1 50  an n or t hwe s t of t h e Tex e l I s l an d a t l b l l  ho ur s .

One of its units flew an easterly course to ths north of the

Frisian Islands ug to the  chiermonnkoog Island and from there with

a s ou t h ea e t e r l y c o ur s e i nt o t h e r'  nden a r e a . A s e c ond f orma t i on
.

r e a ch e d .+md e n $l ong t h e r out e Te x e l I s l and , Le e uwar de n . Af t e r dr opp i n g

bomb s on Emde n a nd T or de r n e y t h e bombe r s r e t ur ne d Lo Lhe i r bs s e s     i ti h
 

y s L-    r c oul.°s e bb t v e e n  :eh i e rmonn i k o o a nd I  an g e o og . Th ea no   n  e e i l y  

l o ca t i an of t h e l a s t r e t ur ni ng e l eme nt wa s 8 0 - l 0U ]sm n a:  h o f  

Texel Island at 171 5 hours.

Identified aircraft ty ,es were : Boeing at 6
,500 m  a

ltitude

SFitfire at 8,000 m r ltitud®

At     1635 hours numerous planes circled above the Scheldt Estuary .
.

Durin ; the period from 1655 hours to 1735 hours.
21 Liberators

w ith fighter proteetion   enetrated into the Gilze - Ri en area vie

,
Heyst end flew over the   Islands Schouvgn and Goeree. This pene-

tration was evalusted by Head uerters I . Fighter Corps as a diversion

a t t e s pt i 'or t h e r   d on Emde n .

_
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Fur t h e r mor e b®t  re e n   0 80 0 h o ur s a nd 0 9 00 h our a 11  s i n g l ® pl an e s ,
s ome a t l ow l e v e l a ppe a r e d be z'or e t h e L•ut ch c oESt .  

i  i na l l y a.t
1 12 6 h our s a it:os q ui t o r e c onna i s s a n e e pl a n e Qi r c l e d

t h e Ma i n z - Dar ms t e dt - Fr a nkf ur t / N:a i n ar e a a nd l e f t "  r man t e r r i t or y

v i a Lue t t i oh e nd ,  t . Ome r .

Con mi t me n t s o f t h e I , r i gh t e r Cor ps :
  . . r     i  

Commi t t e d we r e :   ' ga i n s t t h e a t t a c k f or ma t i on s on r.'  nde n : 2 1 6 Fi gh t e r s

1 2 t   ri n - e n g3.n e

f i gh t er a

• 5 n i gh t f i gh t er s

Against the enemy thrust above the  
 

  ch ®l dt Es t uar y : 1 6 S g  t e r a

A ainst the Nosquito ReconnQissance

pl a n e : !  f  i gh t er e

Tot a l   , 28 3 pl an e s

Enemy Losses : 8 Boeing
• 1 Thund

e
rbolt

Own Lossea: 10 fighters
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•
7 ,

) 1+mer i ca  l Ra i d on Fr a nk f u i  / l  .a in 3nd ;  33r br u e ck en on 1  Oc-  ob r r 19 c3

( Se e s ke t c'•. Ge r : a n   is Def cns e

a      e :- r1ix 1 5)

  z  n_r• Cor ::L.t :::ent

:  t 0909 ho zr s a bo ab r r f or .m_- t i on of     Li b e r -  t or s a pp ea r ed a b  u t

170   i  s t of t n e =.s l an d Tea:el , I t f l eti r a _  o  .l  ea s t e r l    coa r s e 1ir  t o

1 ''   1  :ZOr  ,,ht•re s t of  le1  o ' a nd and t  ir : ed t -  t '_: e s o _t-̀
'r:, l n t 'ne r r e a an -  zt

1 ;      ;rs s t o     e l aol   .n
d t 3  e f    .  t _i_on b e  ,   n i t s r et u r :? f l i pht a t l OC?4 ho .  r s

and t hii s ended i  ,s di ve r s i c na r , ,*
t l_r    s t ,

i l: : en era,r a    . r oa ci z x"l i r>
:   t i nt o t he r r   .n: cf ,zr  L bs.s i :; , rz s ex e c•a cd

• vi
.a

t h e   re s t e r n Sc:7e l dt i n i    ro t rav e s ;

Fi r s    +d   ti  e : : t 0  ?I    h our s 10   For t r es s e s >•r _t r     
. 

';;,er '  r o t c ct  
.on st ea r ed

•
a s e  a ;,- eys t e r l   c e  ir s e v 

.  .  s o•at a e r l7 11;-;t   •re r ^ ,   a ch en , L  -  b zr a l

La hn i nt ,-  t 1?e Fr a.nh f llr t j  _a i n - j  s.e s b  .
d er. a r ea , T'  e f :;.  'lt er

e s c or t r evcr s ed i t s cou r s e a 1r e   .d .- ? i?i l c ove r t h e     c.iaa s .
Th e bombs f e l 7. o  r r s.tzk fl zr t bet : re nr 11

.'
    >   o tr s  :r_

d 111 6 hoa : s ,
: 'h e r et u r n f l :i.  i,t of -i;he a t t , .c    r s b ega r. a t 11J

.0 hou r s   n

r ev er s ed c   ,ir s e ,

•   eco»d .:a    e : Fr on  1;,    5  10'z:  5 on a b   ut l   n   or t r e s r es dr ov e i nt c t '  e

  a a r br  .tc cken - i a a r l au   ,e r r. r:r e ,  v_,  ;, e ,:  -   r zx el l e s - Tr ' .e r ,

t'   E,' rJ
l n  1 1 i1 f' 3 T

,
  ;) i r 5 I ?' ?; 1T' S E' , e _',1  ,' .( ^   '

_i '  , -C' :"   S C   I ' t  1 ;1 1
.
t S s,T    ea r ed ov er   he

  c ,i e l d t e s t -.za r   , : b ou t l  :x  wi ,;h t e r s f i ei:  a s ou f;a ea s -t f r l :,  CO'.1r 5 P. t o t '?e

Ge r rna.T 
b c r c : r a a d t   :e r  t u r n e d j o     

-n   ; t :   e r e L _ .r n ;n   b a mb  , r u a i t s a i   n   a

i !OT'f,:: •7̂ S 
,;Fi'1.. • C4il r   e .•
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_     _
,.tn

i t s
- Th e dc_  ar i  i n  f l  

.gii•t s of t he enam  ;, , re re ex ecut ed i n ex t er.ded
_

f or raa t i :  n bet z•:e en Schel dt   s  ;uar-,  and Val er .y en Caux . '

Co  i ts  ent of t he I , Fi pht er C  : 22 b Fi ght er s

$9 Tt•tin - er    n e Fi ght er s

5 Rji gnt f i gh  e rs

Co:nbwni ng t h e ^ bt h '  i n- Lnrri ne Fi
.  ;

ht e r tui n$   ri
_
t h  

.
t s o tn f  

.g
ht er

 _-rot e ct  
.on ( I .  , So zadr on , l l t h F 

.g
ht e r ti  i n  ) i nt o one coa  bat u:ni t di d

not r e s•.il t i n su cces s , T  :e t ti ri n - engi
.ne f i gtlt er s beca, ne in vo].v ed ti ri.t h

ener! y f i ght er s and suf f er ed }i eaw l os s e s ,

Ene.  Lo s s es : 3 Fort r e s s e s s ;  ot d   wn

T L sses: Q n anes addi i o a es s  -   0 •m s 1
,

1 , a.n t on   6 1 n l f f ered da   a   e ,

_
Ot her   c  n;  ,  ct i vi t,,  on 1+ Oct obe r 1  :

Be gi nn i ng at 111C hour s 1 5 Fort r e s s e s co  i n  f r ara  
.t a l i an ba s es

a p  roac ll ed v i a _'a?  na ,   aduz , and Tr i ent , a.nd bonbed I eran a nd Boz en ,

Commi t rient a Fa in s t t he s c boTnbers of el ement s of t ?  e Se co nd Ai r For ce

a r e not ent er ed Ln t he ' iar   i.ax;  of t ?i e I , Fi gat er Cor  ?s ,

  t o6? 6 Zours a I  iosn,;i t o navi { at ed over t ?:e French chaanel coast 

nea r Ber ck s , t•i , and i"l e  ; i
_n

t o t he Bi ngen ar ea v i a   r ra s and Sedan ,

Th e s _i s   ect ed weat her r ecoi  . !a i s s ar.co craf t r ev er aed _t s cour s e at 071 5

hour s and bega;l t he r et ur n f l i   ht v i a S  1an  -:nd Ca  - Cr  
.s

I'ez , The  

ope rat i ori s of 1  f i g'it e r s c o_ rni t t ed a   a i ns t t    i s r e cor ,na i s s anc e    l a.ne

were without success,

•

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

- 36 -

  At C83 7 hour s anot  ier Ilo s •u i t o f l ew over Beauva i s , Ba s e l , and br

i a s s :
_ng Sti,ri .t z ©rl a.nd , in t   t he Br eg enz - ls   n i cr, a r ea . Fror  t her e t h i s r e -

c onna  .s s anc e ; l ane st a rt ed on t he r vt ur n f l i g'  t at 101   hour s vi a Kar l s r uhe

and Saarbruecken.

At 1 503 hours a t h ix d : :o s c  ,   .t o r e connai s s anc e nl ane a  near ed ov er

Ko che n, c i r c l ed t he   :i e s baden - Franl, i ur f; ar e a , or e stuaaUl ;  t o det exr  i.n e

t he ef ?e ct of t '
.i e morna

.r g ra i d , and f l ei r vi a atna
.ens and Di e   ne back t o

Great Britain,

  'ar t  
.cu l ar s : On 1  Gct obe r Ca nt ai n Cl aus en , Co=r  .ander of t he I , 5rn .tadr on ,

  l l t h Fi ght e r 'tli ng wa s k zl l cd i n a c t i on af t er l   S cLa;, t i   e

f  i ght er vi ct or i es , I-Ie Z  a s de corat ed  :  t h t he Oak LPa ve
• Cl u st er t o t r.e Kni ght s Cro s s of t he I r on

.
C

_ro s s ,

.

i '
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•
S ,

)   . er i can Fs . .
d on Dr emen on 8 Oct;oo er 1  43

(Se e sk et ch Ge r ma r. a i r Def en s e

a ;    end ix 1 6 )

  ert;  Cor  :ii }  : ent

R.a d  .o
I}i r nct -

-on      :d e r ' n s t a l l a t '_ons d i s c nj-e r ed t 'l e a s s e° zb1-- of

s t r o:  g en ems a t  t;a c   f o__  a t  
-o:, s  

.n
t h e a r ea n e ,  f-.:  ea s t of L  ndon be-

  in n  n g a t 1; 1F0 ho   r s . Tile   iez   .can o .: er a t . .on s :•re r e cond-zct ed  •ri t h i    ?

oonbers or ca n 3zad i nt o  :'•  r e e  .u  i t s ,
 

.   ,  r - a c :li n£, z•re r e : Fi r s t bombe _r ur.
i t; ( Bo r  

-n `   z ri t i    ' i r 'it e r es cor t v i
.a

• t h e   s l and Tex e l a r.d
Le euz•ra r d en ;n t o '  :  e 3r e r en   .r ^ a .

Se co nd i oinb er  z.n i f; ( Li b e r a  ,or ; t:  t h f i ;--h  _:e r e s c or ' .

. _a 1 - n    L'.ie n or t h e r :i f r    z  e s of t ':e : 'r i s i
_an   s l a.nds  z- 

t   t '  e   s,
_   zd 3r- r :  i-_ .   i , ' ,.  1 '

_  . .   , , '     . .,  .   --  ;

di r e ct _.o:, ; <i l;o   .   ,
r r e_    ;     ,i •E;; ,

  ,'h i rd bo  bor un i t (Li be r a - ;oz•;  a.l ong  ;i e nor '  'i c i-n f r̀ y;iE  c s

 .}
  ',i  e   r i s i a n  

.s l a n3s ,ap t o t fi e nor t h e r n edge s of

3 c  ii er rn onn i 'r oog I s l a nd , -  .̀_c;t  :r' _'c
'•   -c ,r ., .  .  ... , :-? 

_
-- c ,,-,.,. _  •

u t o t l2e Ve ch ,y area an d f r o:.t t :ze r c i•ri t h a no ', ,  •  F r-t }.e    
, ,

c -  u r s s ha Dr   .-  en .

  ze r:  s s o f t a e e  :1c   -- b or.:
b e r s i l e   r t h e r e t u r n r LZ v i a

' :Io l l a n d , t   i :
-
l e s    ie s e v e r e d F 1 e:se a f; s : ce  ̀   c ' ' _o..ie - -: ;;:

:.. ' i   _1'.l . >' :   _l
, r     1 "3  ; C=" 7   3 ': :^ :;  ' ..

•

   • i .     { '   ,_ . :   ,    ' -  j, r . . •   „
St r oz g f ;.E-,

Iz ,c r ; 1
.  . ..  :, •c    .,:, -

1 a , '  _ , >  _  - -:, ,    ' iz Ol den >SS. g

a r ea , About 5C Thund er bol t f i gl it e r s   et t h e r et •ir ni ng b on ber s a bvv e t he

s ea nor t h of Bor kv m,
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•  
.ir t hermor e t h e i"o  

..owi n  ,•rere obs er ved :

  A t hr  zst of C   iu s t ang f i ght e r s i nt o t he s ea and c oa s t al area of Ber ,gen

a . Z, , Te rs c 'nel ]..in g dur i n g t he    er i od f ro m 07 5  '  our s and 1%.'.0 hours ,

4 r e conna i s s anc e pl ane ov  er   nden . A°.pr oa ch at 1  5g ho,ars v ;
_a

Be r   en

a , Z, , ?wol l e .   et urn f l i   it v i
.a t 'Ze I s l ar.d 3or:  Ln  .urt i l 11 49 hour s ,

A Sr i t f i r e r e c onna i s s an ce Tl ane i n t he a r ea : Ts,l cher en I s l and -
. .

jtiro ens dr e cht  hzr   l g t h e   er i od z"iro  m 1 ?0   a ou r s t o l   %7 ?zour s ,

A Sr i t f i r e r e conna i s s ance pl an e  
_n t he h i el ar ea , A ?nr oach v 

.a

Hus  ua at 1
.
2
.
0 6 hour s , =tiet urn f l i

.g
ht ov er Sc} l e si•ri g unt i l 1 2?7 hour s ,

•
t'  c oa s t al a .>>>roa ch f l i g  it of ^   5  s t ang f i oht er s nea r I   mi i den at

1215 hours,
 

•
, .

 . pi
.ck tp f :i.ght er e s cor t uni t in s t reng   h of   0 pl ane s , whi ch dur i .  g t he

?er i od f r o  1 53 5 hour s  znt i l 1 61   hour s penet rat ed i nt o t he Zwo1
_

l e ar ea

via ljmuiden,

Ef f e c t of t tie Ra i d :

I n Br emen : T_  e Ame ri can a _r at t a ck nr i   ar s
_
l   ?  i t t } e c i t   area ,

_
, .htunber of bonbs dr opped . 631  hi gh- ex   l os i v e bonbs , i nc l a dislg 21 .   t h

del ay ed- a ct i on f  tz e
3 ,     0 st i ck- t tlv e i nc endi a r-y- bonbs

      4 5 l i au i d i
.ncendi ar -f bor  bs

i  ̀a,t er i e l Daraa6e : 1B3 hou s e s de s t ro:,red and

70 J hrn ta s e s da-  aged

!
,

25 i ndu st r i al ?ha.nt s da na gcd

s ev eral shy ?s i _-  t h e ha rbur daar.a ged
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_ 3  _

 

light damage to traffic arteries

a school building in De7.nen
horst hit, whereby

1 5 children were burried,

Per s onal Dsm,age : ?9 Dea.d

1l5 Wounded

225 Homeless

Coimni t ment of t he I . Fi aht er Cor r s :
- - - - - -

I t wa s :3o s s  
.
bl e t o c or  sli t al l da..y

t i me f i ght er uni t s of t he 1 , , 2 , ,

and 3, Fighter   Divisions and elements of the da ti ne fighter units
•

of the 5, Fighter Division at an earl  tirne, In the Oldenburg and Brer en

areas violent airial battles ensued that brought c  stl.p
losses to both sides,•

The at t a ck un i t of t he 26t h Tti rin - e Lne Fi ht er j l ' tva s ab e a •ang g   1 t o t •L ck

bomber units that were Vrithout figh er protection south of Bremen,

The uni t s corn•  i t t ed by t he Thi rd Ai r For ce di d not make cont a ct wi i;h

t he ene  ,

Tot al Co  en3
.
t ment : 1 53 Fi ght e r s and T   

.n- engi ne Fi ght er s

    ddi t i onal l y f ron Thir d Ai r For ce ( Fi   ht er Cor m,and Wes t ) : 56 Fi
.ght e r s

Eh emsr Los s e s : 3 5 f ourmot or ed bomber s and 6 Thunderbol t s def  n i t el   s hot down

l b f w rmot or ed bcenber s   r obabl
,y s hot down

  l a.rt hermor e t hrLt AA Ar t i l l er -ti•:

1 l io s qu i t o and     :a raa der Bomber s s hot down i n t he Ant werp -

Gent area, 
.
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•
OF tt Lo s s es : 2$ r l ane s de s t r o;  ed

1  .  l an e s dama ged

Waather: Cloudless up to 5/10 overcast at 1,500 m, Vis .
bility 20 hn.

• :'a r t i cul ar s : Dur i ng t ii e ai r i al engageenent s on g Oct ober , Lt Co  
.onel

:'hi l i pp , Co  ¢nander of i s t Fi ght er Wi ng taa s ki l l ed in a ct i on .

?-'e  ra s dec orat ed   ri t h t he Cllak Lea Cl u st er wi t h S  rords t o

the Kni.g
hts Cros9 of the Iron Cross an d had 206 airial

v  .ct or a.e s t o I ii s cr edi t ,

 

.
-

.

!
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•

 

•

Lt Col one l Phi l .i pp

Ka
.l l ed i n a ct i on on L Ocbober 19 +3

 

 
•
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9, ) Ameri can At t ack oa A3,rcra  Armamertt   1'orks . Shi   ards . arnd  iarbor

,

I  .  
_
t
_a

l Yat i oas in Neubrandenlaurrc. Ankl aa  Danzi .F. Mari enbnrF and
_
:;

.  . . .  . . .    .5     .

  t enhaf en on 9   ct ober 14 
.

. ,(See sket ct  Ge  nan A3r Def et  +e

  - appe diz I7)

The approach rout e ot t ha enea  r bomber w i t s f ©r t   e at t ack on t he

Ai r craf t Arma me  t pl ant s i n   ast er  Germar p l ed aQ+er t he Nox  h aAd Ba].t i c -
 

Seas , Sa reral hundr ed Ameri can f ourmot ored bom4bers fl ew i n t hr ee l arge

YoYmations without fighter protection and negotiated the long distance
, . ,

at trom 1 ,5a4 to 6
,000 m altitud®e, The sir distance from Great   itain  

  to Marieaburg in Sast Prussia and back totalled about 2,500 I  ,

Two ene ,,v
bomber un3.ts composed of 2 0 planes were spotted at 0909 honrs

' Ia d reac ed eapproxi mat ®1,  100 t o 150 Ia  nort hwe st of Teacel l and an h t h
.

west cc aat of Jut l and bet ween t he I sl ands Syl t and Esbj erg af t er r:avi gat i r:g

a nort heast er],y cours e . Pl yi ng ov er t he I sl ands F .ienea and Ia al.and

theg reached the Ne nbrandenburg - Anld am area, The return flights with

northwesterldp course begau at 1150 hours  crossing the l orth 3ee coast ot

Denmsark between Esbjerg aad the Island jellworm. The last poeition bearing

a at 131  6 hour s i ndi c8t ed: SO laa nort h of I sl and Pl i e].and,

At ].1 .00 haura, an ene  y Yi ght er uni t cons i s t 3ng of about 80 t i ght er s

  picked np the retuxming bombere north of Tesel Isla.nd,

A third bamber unit with a tatal strength  Y about 30Q planes  steared

over Juetland, l ienen, 3eelarid navlgating a southeasterl,p course until over

  estuary region of the Qistuha and bombed the shipyards, harbor installationa 

and ai r crat t̀ pl ant s i n ,
D snz i g , Mar i enburg , and Got enhaf en, The r eturn f l .i ght s

began at ],31
  hours, Af̀ter the bvmbers had passed over Huaum and Esbjerg
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_  .,  _

,
t he i r l as t po s i t i on wa s det ern u

.ned at 1 550 hour s t o hav e been 70 Ian we st of

Esbjerg,

Other E  ents oa 9 October 1943=

•  l t 0 53 6 hou rs a  - o s eu i t o r e conna i s s ance pl a ne f l e   r i rtt o t he we st ern

ar ea of t he Bal t i c Sea v  
..a

Wes t er l an d , I t was pr e s t  nabL;,  a weat her s h i p ,
The   reat her r e connai s sa nc e f l i

.ght s i n t he morni
.ng Fr e  atzer t l y gave t he head-

 uarters of I, Fighter Cor s the indication of tha aonroach route of sub-

se uent american bombing raids,

Duri ng t l e per i od f ro m 0700 hou rs n   t t o 1200 hou rs 22 pl anes , al l  

single flights, appeared off the Dtztch coast, 

Dar i ng t he   er i od bet   re en 162 5 ho  s and 1 6J, 8 hot  s an Amer i can 
fighter unit of fram 30 to 1 0 planes penetrated via Texel Island u tp o

Ter s chel l i ng _
 
.s l and ,

At I 1+.50 ho ir a a rn   x ed enes p uni t cc    o s ed of Ma ra ader s , Bo st ons , and

S _ i t f i
.r es , ca,rr i e d o a a sur ^r i s e ra i d on t he Wo©ns dr echt a i r f i el d i n

Holland vrith a total of 100 aircraft. The altitudes of the attackers ranged

bet we en 2 , 000 m an d 1 .  0 00 m, The eneu v un i t e cec  zt ed i t s re t  zrn f l i ght vi
.at

*
the Scheldt estuarRJ,

Fr om 1140 hour s a^nr o=  c ;  f l i ght s of f r am 1 5 t o ?
_
0    os c    i t o r ecor.na i s s ance

Ul anes b     a n bet we en t he Sche l dt and Sorcu  e e s t  _ia r i e s w 
.
t h a s out hea s t er l

, 

eour s e , The r e conna i s sance pa cket dr w e i nt o t he Frankf  lrt   Iai n - Ma nnhe a.at _
St  a t ga r t r eg i on, wher e i t r.r e s    bl

,y  eond zct ed t a r  -et r e co: nai s sance f or  

  future intended rai.
ds, Thev returned to their bases with a northVresterly

course. At 1555 hours the last position re ort ind;ca.ted the flight to be
abov e Le Tr e;>or t .
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•   Je  a t h e r : CJ
_oa d l e s s ,   o o d v ! s i b i l ;

_
t ,- ,

? f f ec ;s of  vlze Fk .;.
d :

_n  1r.k l ara : :,11 t '    b ti l ci7r.=-  of t h e   r a do a  
.r cr a f -.: •  l s.nt Z:Tcr c aef, on f i r e

a ,id s e   e r a l f l r e ;   rer e s ;,a r t ed  n  ̀.11c c i t ,,, . " e r Lona l
_

D•  z a  -e :

1 ; 0 d ^a d     ld 1 .     ;. , -lnd ec?,
 

Ln Got en:za f en : 1;. s '. i n s ' , ea ti  l  ; dar  ced

1 f t   a t i n  - d ock daraa   ed

     r_  ta n l r_s-     !_
l a. ,   on s  a z- ._.c 

l - - d es   H, -Ld

1   I•  edo ex -,e r ; :   ,,, t a l s t a i;;_  n ,  nd a r s e    wl '   .:: a  =Ld , lleav, ;

c zr    . -e t c  o•: :i l a     gs i r. i h e c :  i  -r

  er ro:   ,l D J  :  .  e : 1Q̂ d ead ,

' 'Ou Uzr  
._e

d , i r cl   z -1'   n 1
_ 
    ch i l l r er_

•
l , 5G;) •:zo  e7

.ess

  n .  a r i e:l u z r   r ocl ce. •lul f 4  
_r c r u.f  L-   l a nt h ca v i l :r ci : a  ,r ed

  e r s on ::l D    ' _̂ ;c : 7C  d ead

  ' `
,
  ' '. rQ'.1' l c.

 i   ( ,
 

5   i : . 
    i    l t '.

: ; n

  l n J:z    ,  * l a
. 

hfi  b t _
l d -  T`   .•=.m ,    

.
  e -r s    na l Lr nia  ;e : '

  dea d : _ d

. IA,
.
S   ??   

T  rL;
_

 ? n l
.
.    ', c)   [' S C  ' " F' C ;i '  1 ?"? 1 0 1

.
]

_
. il c  :    .

  ] I1 7 C '     _]   Clh ^ C  ?' n e  .
  ;     n  1 7

_
f?: 1 G' : : " Z O S :.

 
.
V e

bo bs

.:e  .  desr a ,Ye t e t h e t; i ,;i    Lr   T 
.

 1i r f ^
_e

l d o,.i:;  iz" c ,  i t :,i :' s i on f or on e  •re e ;
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•
Co  ¢ai t ment of t he I . Fi   ht er Co  r s :

.
The l ong det our of t he ene  ? boanber u .ni

.
' s v i a t he 1'ort h Sea , Juet l an d ,

a nd t he Bal t i c Sea made t he co -  a 
_
t ment of t he da-,d;    e f i ght er uni t s mor e

,
di f f i c•s l t , s i ncs t he b   l k of t hem l ay i n ciol l and an d  Ior t hwe st er n Ge rmar  r.

l:ev er i:he l e s s i t   ra s ro s s  
.
bl e t o br i ng al l a  r  i l abl e f i ght er craf t i nt o c ont ac t

  with the bombers and to inflict considerable lossea to the American Air Force,

Si nc e t her e ti rer e no da  ;rt u ie f i ght er cz-af t s t at i oned i n   as t ern Ge rr an

t er r i t ory , t  le ener  r at t,a ck un i t s cou l d not be ertgaged ove r t he t a r get a r ea .

The c or r   i t :̂ ent of t he f i   ht er un i t s dev el o^ed a s f ol l ok  :

1   _
Fi ,?at er Di v i s i on t ook of f f rom Hol l an d and headed i

.nt o t he a r ea

a b w e t he I (ort h Sea . The f i g: t er e l ement s of t hi s di v i s a
.on coul d not n J.ke 

  - ' ? v s s ' e an anded nn f  
_e

ds ' hec ..nt =.ct wi .t .1
t he eneme,

due t o t he ex ce w r a n ge d 1 1 i n t

. t?ambur g - Schl e s k i .g- uol s t e i n a r ea , Af t er r ef us l i ng t he uni
.t s of t he 1 .

Fi glzt er Di vi s i on sudce s s f  .il l y at t    cked t he ba nber s on t t  e i r re t urn f l i ,  t s ,

.
  'he da -rt ime f i ght e r uni t s of t he 2 , Fi

_
   t er I?i v i s i on engaged t he ene   -

boa ber s dur i ng t he a  - proach and r et urn f l a
.g

ht s , Fi pht er s an d t wi n- endi ne

i"i  :.
ht er s e:  t ered t he f ra  ov er .

t he  "-erman Bi ght and ov ar Juet l and .

suc ce s s f ul l
,pThe 3. Fi hter Division  att3cked the a- nroaching bamber formations with

  •
weak f i ght er and i ndus l;r   a1 def e ns e f i ght er uni t s ov er t he c oa s t al a r ea on t he

. wes t ern ed
.  e s of t he Bal t i c Sea , For act  

.on aga i nst t he bomber s i n t he Bay of

Danz i g onl y a f ej r n i gnt f i ght er s ba s ed i n _ om merani a ar.d Fas t Frus s i a wer e

available.

Two f i ght er yr n gs of t he 5 . Fi ght e r Di vi s i o  f rom t he Fra_nkf •s r t

ba s i n   rer e s hi f t ed in l ow- l evel f l i ght t o Pi el ds i n t he G-e rman Bi ght , wher e
 

t he    r e f  i e l ed, The s e f or ce s t oo wer e suc ce s s f  .i17v com ai t t ed aga i nst   he

American bombers on their return fh ght.
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. _ 40 _

•
1 0 ,

} Arae r i can Ra i d on I  uens t er on 10 Oct obe r 19  .
3

 See sketch German Air Defense, .
anpendix 1B)

8ne  Cammi t ment
- - - - -

Ge rma n radi o i nt er c ept s beg i n . 
i ng at 1 -"'1 5 ho ._ir s di s c ov ered t he as s e;nbl    

of from   ; 0 to ?50 Forl;resses in the area between Themes estuary and The Wash.

The r  ne r   .can boaiber uni t s began t he i r a - rroa c ,_ f l i gztt wi t h f i ght er pr ot ect i on

at 1350 hours, fl ing at a 5,400 m altitude  n alm ost cloudless weather

z rhi l e ma in t a i ni ng an ea s t er l y cour s e , At 1! 18 hour s t he bomber f o  at  
.ons

crossed the lsland Goeree and reached Lhe iaf ienster area via Wesel,

  The fignter escort dror  ed off in the Bocholt - 11ese1 area and turned back.

Th e r et :  r n f l i ght s of t he enemy bomber uni t s com*;enced begi n.ni ng at 1 50 5 ho .ir s
,

wi t h a we s t er l ;; c our s e and i n ext ended f orrm  t i on bet we en Ztirol l e , Nymiveg en ,
•

Be r gen , and t he :Iague , Ab ou t 150 enen -  f i ght er s a       e ar ed ov er t he I:a gue and

  I jmu i den Uefi i nr i n  a t 11  .4 5 h ou r s and    i c'-ed u  t h e r et ur*  :i.ng bor  bers i n  ;he

Arnhe im - Dev ent er area , T_  e s l t i t ude of t he er    ct-- f  
.   t er s wa s recorded at

f rom 9 , OrJO m t o 1C, 000 a ,

yf f ect of t he Rai d:
  Tn i  iuens t er / t  ie st : hal i

  .a : Ahunb er of Borabs dr o:  . ed :

1 , 01+5  
.gh   c! l    s i ve Ho mbs

? , C00 St i ck- t y pe Incendi ar;,T   nbs

9,000 Rubber and : 'aphtha Inccndiary Dombs

l  an or d    Pe t o  
.r.:  ;s ;,r :

_a
l   ns t a l l at i ons

.ieav - dama  ;e   o bi;i l d:i.n   -s , e s   ec i
.a

l l,y t izrou gh f i r e :
•

i ?l -5   i l di ngs de st r o--ed

230 B i .
.
l di n r;s

he   v- .
l ;tiT r' .. n Zged

?  
d40 F 

.i
i
.l di n ;s 1 

. 
? t l y du n  : -ed
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Own Los s es : 26 pl ane s ( 8   :e 109 , 9  +'W 190 , 1  ]  e 110 and 5

Me 410  

Fe r s onn e l : 1  de a d , 1 9   ,,i s s i n g , 5 woun de d .

Ot h e r Ene my A c t i v i t y on 1 0 Oc t obe r 19 4 3 :

At 1200 h our a appr oa ch f l i gh t of t wo    o s qui t o ®a v i a Ri n gk oe bi ng an d

Bornholm into the central Baltic aes area . Continuation

of this flight could not be plotted . The return flight

c omme nc ed f r om t h e S t ol pmuende ar e a a t 11 30 h o ur s . I t wa s
• suspected that the reconnaissance mission of these araft was

t o de t e r mi n e t h e r a i d e f f e c t on e i r c r af t i ndus t r i a l t a r g e t s•
i n Ea s t Ge rman Th e commi t ms n t of a f i t e r f r a n Schwe r i nY•  

f a i l e d t o a ch i e v e s u c c e s s .  

At 11  30 h our s ma ny a i r t a r g e t s ( Fi g h t e r a ? ) a pp ea r e d 1 20 lan n or t hwe s t
to

of t h e I s l a nd Te x e l a nd dr ov e i n t o t h e Se a a r e a/ a b out 100 km

north of Terschelling , from where they began the return flight

a t   .539 h our s . 

During the time between 11 20 hours and 1520 hours 10 Typhoons

flying at altitudes between 5,000 m and g ,000 m thrust into the

Hertogenbusch aree via the Island Goeree .
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11 . } Amer i can Rai d on s chwe i nf ur t on 11  Oct ober 191 3.- .. , ,
(See sketch German Air Defenae Appendig 19 end Airial Photo

of Ef f ec t page 53  

En emy Commi t me n t

Radio DF reported the assembly of atrong enany bomber units in

the area northeast of London at 1030 hours. Toward 1230 houra about

200 to 300 bombers in large formations launched the atteak flight

,
from the Sheernesa - Sarwich srea heading in a southeeaterly courae.

They croased the Scheldt eatu,ary and navigating a direat oourse headed

into the Frank 'urt - Wuerzburg area via Antwerp and Bruxelles. The
  tnain attack force hit the Ballbearing plant in Schweinfurt . Some bombs

we r e dr op pe d on Fr ankf ur t /   da i n . Abo ut 2 00 e namy f f gh t e r s a c compa n i e d

_ t h e ba mbe r un i t e dur i t h e t i me be t we e n 12 50h our a a n d 11i.10 h o ur a un8 P

to the Aachen aree . The return flights of the bombera began from the

Schwe i n f lar t a r e a at 1l 1  5 h our s f i r t t wi t h a s out hwe s t e r l y ao ur s ®, l a t e r

ch8nged to a northwesterly one. The deperture  lig,ht occurred betwean

Berk a.M . and Dieppe , where the last bomber unit left the mainlend at

1715 houre. An anemy four-motored bomber unit of from 30 to  0

  iberatore hovered above the  orthsea at 141 5 hours, presumably to

divert the German fighter defense away from the main attack wave.

Be t we e n 1 51 0 h our s an d 1 52 5 h our a , 4   ios qui t o e i i  e c onna i e s a nc e

pl an e e dr ove i .n t o t h e Se.a r br ue ck en ar e a vi e  Rema g e n .

Raid Effect:

n Schwe i nf ur t : Ra i d Dur at i on : 1.1 .35 hour s t o 11 l 6 hour s . 
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Deterniined Bomb  uantities : 1 ,200 High Exploaive Bombs

1 ,500
Liquid Incendiary Bombs

Z  at e r i a l Damag e : 1 00 Bu i l di n gs De a t r oy e d

1 50 Bui l d i n gs He av i l y Damag e d

i=e r s on.ne l Lo s s e s : 1 g0 De ad

22 0  Youn de d

1G ,000 Homelass

Bellbearing produation ternporarily halted .

He av y dema ge wi t h i n t h e c i t y l i mi t s an d at t h e   iai n

  Railroad station .

• Com.r.t
i t me nt o f t he I . Fi gh t er Cor p s .

Committed were :

All daytime fighter units and all nightfighters adaptable to

day t i me ope r a t i on of t h e l s t , 2 d , 3d , l  t h , an d 5t h Fi g ht er Di v i 9 i on s .

Cl oudl e s s we a t h e r f a c i l i t a t e d t he commi t me nt of f r i en dl y i'or ce s .

Since the enemy fi  ters returned early , the bombers came under un-

i n t e r r upt e d at t a c k f r om Ge rma n Pi gh t e r s and Twi n - e n gi n e d   'i g ht er s i n

S
  t h e Fr a nk f ur t   i Ia i n - Sc hwe i nf ur t - h e t z ar ea . Th e un i t a of t h e Ge rman

A ir Denfense gained e great defenaive succesa on 14 October 1943•

Tot a l Commi t c  e n t :   67 Pl an e s

Enemy Losses : Shot Down
- De f i n i t e   r oba bl e

l s t x'i gh t er Ui v i s i on 21  F or t r e s s e s & 1 6 For t r e s s e s

•
,

5 Thunderbolts
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2 a i' i  ;h t e r   i   i s i on 2 5 i or t r e s s e s 8 i{or t r e s s e s

3d I 'i   h t c r  %i  ri s i on 5 j or t i°e s s e s 14   or t r e s s e s

!  t h i  i E;h t er   i v i s i on w0   or t r a s s e s 5 I or t r e s s e s

7 4 l 'or t r e s s e s   ; 4 3 f 'or t r e s s e s

5 I i1 .n d e r Uo l t s

l a r t i c u l a r s :   : . ) ;::or   e u n t   Ion s _.a o f t h e I i . .  {,u  dr on , 27 t h I ' i gi  t e r

v i n g s h o t d own 5 pl an a s .

b , ) ri n   nie r i cr  n h or  be r e.t t er  r  t e d t o e s c   r e i n t o

  ,•ri t :  e r l a n d v i s. :; t u t t -a r t - i::e.  :ii     e n . h f t e r
•

s i r i o;l c o nba t i t r.  d e un en:e r r e n cy l     d i n g n e a r

• I :3 t t e nt• e l d .

Ur•rn Los s e s : 2 7   l a n e s

i e r s onn e l :     e    d

  ; _i s s i n t;

1 1 . oun de d

 .: e a t h e r : : : o l l a n d :   o ,, , l i rt 't i n   t ov  ;  •d a f t er no on

Ger ma.n y : t  l e e r

 

    ;>e e .a l _t ea    r Y: I n c on t r Gc  .c t i on t o t h e e n t r   a s c o n t o i n e d i n t h e
;_   __  ____

,.o r  %i o r y o f t h e I . i  i   _zt e r C or p s , t h e f o l i o:   i n   i s

e x c e r p t e a f r o n t h e l s t v e i l y   . c t i o n ,{e   or t o f   t h e

= : i r  :  or c e Comr  n d . :t   f f t o t h a r. r me d l o r c e s :   i   h

Co    :na n d , l c ITr .   .5
/ 1 5 . 1 0 . 4 3   e h . o f 1 5 u c t o b e r 1 9 4 3 :

  Co  s i t t e d f 'or   , i r L e f e n s e ..e r e :
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From Commander Center (i. Fighter Corps and 7th r ighter Livision):

3g2 Me 109

2 50  r e 1 10 ( Tti   i n - e n gi n e d 8c iJi g  t
Fi gh t er s )

11 9 F' +I 19 G

26   e 410

2 1 Ju 8   ( Il i gh t f i gh t e r )

3 I.:e 2 1 G

2 Uo 2 17   iri gh t f i ght e r )

Total: 833 planes

• I 'r om Th i r d   i r 1{l ee t : 15   "'i 190

3  . .ae 109
 

Total : 49 planes

y nem  Lo s s e s :
-
Thr u   . i r Le f e ns e f or c e s of   i r For c e C   a  e nd Cen t e r s h ot down :

1 2 1 en eray pl Gn e s , 1  2 o f' wh i ch

t hr u   = h r t i l l e r y

 
. Thr u Fi g,

h t e r s of t h e Th i r d   i r   'l e e t : 3 bomb er s

Own Lo s s e s : ti i r For c e Com.v and Ce n t e r : 27 pl a ne s m,
i.s s i ng

14 planes destroyed

2 pl a ne s h e a v i l y dama ge d

1 3   l a ne s l i   h t l y dama ge d

Th i r d   i r Fl e e t : 5 pl aue s n i s s i ngf
•
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Ai r i a l  :h ot o r a h of t h s   f f e c t of t h e Da t i me i  a i d on S ch ve i n f ur t

on 1   . Oc t obe r 19 1 
 

•

_

,

•
The airial photo raph was copied from the U . S. Feriodioal

"Impact".
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12. Allied Fi ter Assaults in the Dutch Coasta)   1 Region

on 15 and 16 october 1943

( Se e s k e t ch Ge r.ma n Ai r De f e ns e

a ppe n di x 2 0 )

En em r Comwi t me n t :
_ ...  .
On 1 5 Oc t ob er 1 91  3

At 11  1  0 h our s a p pr ox i ma t e l y 10 0 1     e s t of t he S ch e l dt e s t uar y
60 to 100 enemy f'i hters appeared flying in 3 to 1  units . Of these

20 - 30 f i gh t e r s t hr us t i n t o t he Rot t e r dam ar ea and

1 0 - 60 fightere thrust into the Gent - Antwerp area.
, The return flights w ere conducted via the Scheldt estuary and

we r e c on c l ude d a t 151  5 h o ur s ,
 

Operating altitudes were: 5,000 m to 8 ,000 m .
R ecognized airoraft typee : 112itchell , Lightning , Spitfire, and

Thunderbolt.

On 16 Oc t o be r 194 3

Three ene y fighter units with a total of about 200 planes

appeered beginning at 1510 hours 11 G   n west of Hoek van Holland .
 

•
Thrusts were made as follows :

l s t un i t i n t o t he Rot t er dam ar e a

2d unit into the Bocholt - Deventer area

3d unit into the area south of Hoek van Holland

Flying a westerly course they headed out to aea with the lsst elem ents

leaving at 1637 hours.•
0 eratin altitudes : 000 m tp g 5, 0 10,300 m.
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Commi t men t s o f t h e I . Fi   t er Cor ps :
.

The Head uarters of I . Fighter Corps suspected that bomber units

wou l d f o l l ow t h e en emy f i gh t e r s or t h a t t h e e n emy f i   h t e r s i nt e nde d t o

ca r r y out l ow- l e v e l a t t a c ks on o o cu p i e d a i r f i e l ds wi t h i n German t e r r i -

t or y . Th e r e f or e on bo t h day s day t i me f i   h t e r un i t s we r © c ommi t t e d .

Bince the enemy units turned back at an early moment and failed to indicate
Ge rman

any attack intentions the conmitted/units could be given orders to land

in due time.
Commi t t e d we re :

On 15 October 19 .3: 2d Fi ,hter Division with

`
_

51 f i ght er s and
 

42 twin-en ined fi hters from the airfields :
 

Husum , Mar  , Oldenbur  , LelQoland ,  Nunstorf,

Lippspringe, and Hesepe.

 d r̂ighter Divi9ion with

7 ? f i g  t e r s f r or  t he a i r f i e l d9 : S ch i ph o l , De e l e n ,

Boennin  ardt , Elde , and  heine.

Totel Commitment : 170 pla.nes

On 16 Oc t obe r 1 9l   : 2d Fi h  t er Div i s i on
_

wi t h 
`  da • Hus um Mar x7 G . 

i   h t er s f r om t he a i r f i e l . , ,

Oldenburg , and Helgoland.

Enea  Lo s
„

s es :  'de r e n ot de t e rmi ne d .

Own Losaes : None

', re a t h er : On 1 5 Oc t o be r : Cl e a r

On 16 October : 2/10 to 3/10 overesat at 1 ,500 m .•
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1 3 . ) Ame r i c an Lar g
__

e s c a l e r e n e t r at i on i n t o Be l g i um an d Lux embur g

on 16 October 1943

 Sea aketch German Air Defense

a ppe nd i x 2 1 )

Enem  Commi t cne n t :

Ge r man r a d i o r e c onna i s s a n c e i n di ca t e d t he a s s e mbl y oP Am,e r i c an

Attack units in the Norwich area beginning at llk3 houx s. At 1250

houre 6o to 100 Liberators took off from the British Isles for the

a s s a ul t f l i g.h t wi t h out f i gh t e r pr ot e c t i on and na vi ga t i n g a nor t h e a s t e r l

course. They penetrated to about 150 1Qn northwest of Island Borkum .
• He r e t he y t ur ne d t o a s ou t hwe s t e r l y c our s e s s e l e me nt s f l ew ov e r t h e

I s l a n ds Vl i e l a nd an d Te g e l . Th e un i t t ur ne d a nd w i t h a we s t e r l y

_ course headed back to Great Britain. The l.ast position report was at

1443 hours as 100 km weat of Texel . It could not be cl arified

whether the Liberator formation was conducting a diveraionary m,anneuver

i n t h e Pbor t h s e a ar e a or wh e t h er i t was c al l e d ba c k t o i t a be s e s du e

to the advent of unfavotable weather .

At 1 34 2 t h e p oi nt s of s t r o ng Azne r i ca n bombe r un i t s ( 300 - 1  00
•

Boe i ng - For t r e s ae s ) we r e p l o t t e d 1  0 km we s t o f' Bou l o gn e an d cr o s s e d

the Channel coast between Boulogne and the mouth of the 5oame flying

an easterly course . At 1455 the attack formationa circled in the

area over St. Vith , Luxembourg. Here the situation could not be

clearly pereeived eiace the enem y operated above the clouds. The

bomber un its departed via the . cheldt estuary . Heedquarters of I.
  b'ighter  Corps had the impression that the attack flig it did not go

according to the plans of the American command or thet it was called

of f due t o we a t h e r con d i t i on s . h o bomb dr op s we r e r e por t e d .
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i
Three enemy fighter units, preaumably  scort fighters,

coming from the direction of the Schedlt estuary were apotted in

the  achen - Luettich area at 1500 hours , where they turned and

headed beck.

Furthermore determined were :

Coa s t a l ap pr oa ch f l i   t s of i nd i vi dua l pl an e s i n t h e Tax e l -

De n Ee l de r ar e a dur i n g t h e pe r i od f r om u800 h our s an d C8 3   h our s .

The thrust of 7 Typhoons into the Tilburg area via the Island

 tida l che r e n f r om 10 35 h our s t o 11 2G hour s . He t ur n f l i ght s we r e v i a

t h e I s l and Sch o uwe n a nd t h c: Ha g ue , u t r a i 'i n   a t t a ck s dama g e d a

  minesweaper .  

The pe n e t r a t i on f l i ght o f t  ti o un i t s co n s i s t i n g of a t o t a l of
 

50 planes operating at an altitude of 5,000 m via the Island Schouwen

i nt o t h e    e n l o a r e a f r om 11  4.0  iour s t o 1 53G h our s . Ret ur n f l i   ht

via the Island Goeree.  

The t hr u s t o f !  C Li gh t n i n g f i gh t er s v i a t h e I s l and ;;a l ch e r en up

t o t h e  3r e da ar es be t we e n 1 52C h o ur s a n d 1 5 50 h our s .    e t ur n f l i g i t

via the Island Goeree.

  Th e f i gh t e r a s s a ul t o f 1 0 Ty ph o on s i n t he a r e a o P Scho uwe n

I s l a nd f r om l o SG h our s t o 16 5 5 h o ur s .

Com   i t men t s o f t h e I .  i'i   h t e r Cor ps

Commi t t e d c   er e : 1 . and 2 .   'i   ht e r Di v i s i on s wi t h 11 1 f i gh t er s an d
- - -- r - - - -
t ,   _n - e n gi ne d f i ght e r s ag a i n s t t h e bombe r ap pr o a ch e s

f r om   r an ce . Si n c e t he r,ms r i ca n f or amt i ons t ur ne d
!

ba c k be f or e r e a ch i ng t h e Ger man b or de r t h e Ge rma n

f i gh t er un i t s   re r e c al l e d ba c k t o t h e i r ba s e s be f or e

any be  : :me i nc o l ve d i n comba t .
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    t . ,....,   
    i ber at or uni t . Qn1,y a f ®w ot' t be f i gilt   r s   had  s ne 

_
Qont a at abov.a    he Fr i ®s i an I s l and9 . _ 

Tot  al CQOmmi t me  et of t he I . Fi   t er Oor   s : 263   'i ght ar a and T  i:n- _

. , engi a ed f i   t er a

Tot a l Co  ai.tanent o:  t he Thi rB Ai     'l e e t  l an S
._ .... .._ .._.._ .. ._...._ ....----- --  ._ _ ..._  
t he 7 . Fi   ht er Di v i s i on : • 2!  Fi ght er e

 
T e  ,

 
,
  e s : ' 1 Zi ber e t or and

,
l S  i t Fi r e eh ot   o  n

Fur t her m+o c®: 1 pl ane s hot do  , b    Ar t i l l er  

  near Tea el  -  

 
, t  i Lo  s e   :   pl anes

  ea t her : Ger   n Bi ght : hi ght v rer cae t t o f a i r .  

• Nor t her n Fr au o®, Bel gi   and Nor t h veds rn Germar  .i nol udi  a   
t he   'renlcPur t bas i n : 8f 10 t o 10/ 10 uver aas   mi ni ma  l i a i t

1,000 m to 3,004 m , above that  urther layers; abovs ,
 ,000 m olear. • .

,
 

-

. 
 

.
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11 .) kmerican Large-scale Penetration of the Frankfurt/ ain Ares

on 20o ot ober
__

1    .3

( S e e s k e t ch Ge r man Ai r De f e ns e

appendiz 22)

Ene my Commi t me nt

The assembly of American bomber units over British air beaea was

recognized at 1130 hours, German radar equipment registered the first

d e pa r t i n g f l i gh t s o  ' bombe r s f r om n or t h we s t an d n or t h e a s t of Lond o3 

be g i n ni ng e t 12 11 h our s .   ,,mong t he f or n a t i ons vae r e al s o s ome Ame r i can

  training flights. Not until 131b hour however were 100 to 200 Fortresses

r e p or t e d i n t h e Li l l e a r e a h ea di ng s o ut h e a s t war d , Th e s ame r ep or t
S

i ndi c at e d t he e n en y f i ght e r s we r e r e t ur n an g t o h ome ba s e s f r om t h e ar e a

eround Lille. The air situation remained unclear due to the poorly

or ga n i z e d e nemy a ppr e a ch f l i gh t . S ome o f' t he e nemy b ombe r f or ma t i on e

c on t i nue d jti i t h f i   t e r e s c or t i n t o t h e ar ea we s t of' Fr an k f ur t / a a i n , e nd

then headed northwerd into the Colo ne area. Their return flig,ht was

picked up over the Scheldt estuary at 1500 hours. Bo hbs were dropped on

Tr oi s d or f , pr e s uma bl y r el ea s e d t hr o ugh ope n   n gs be t we e n cl o ud s ..

Furthermore determined were:

Th e r e c onnai s s an c e f l i gh t of 2 pl e ne s ( pr e s uma bl y we a t he r s h i p s )

d ur i n g t h e pe r i od f r om 081  a h our a t o 09 2 5 h our s . Appr oa ch v i a J t ®pl e s ,
St . Vi t h , ' Vi e s bade n i n t o t h e   aa r b ur g ar ea . Re t ur n f l i gh t v i a S i e g e n ,
Col ogne ,  ' al ohe r e n I s l a n d .  

 
Coa s t a l f l i g.h t s by s t ot a l of 9 S t t f i r e s i n t h e He l de r - Ha eP  

ar e a d ur i ng t h e pe r i od f r om U91 0 h o ur s t o     1 3 5o h our s .
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A bombe r un i t of 6 G F or t r e s s e s , wh i ch ha d t o r e t ur n pr ema t ur e l y ,

presum,ably due to bad weather .

Appr oa ch f l i gh t wi t h f i gh t e r pr o t e at i on a t 140 0 h our s o i a t h e S ch e l dt az t as

eatuary into the Eindhoven area . Return flight  Axz m y  via the ssme
.

routs . Flev  over the coast at 1500 hours.

A f i gh t e r un i t co n s i a t i n g o f 55 Li gh t n i ngs , pr e s uma bl y t o p i ch

up returning bombers.

Approach fl ight at 1415 houra vie the Scheld t estuary into the Gilze-Ri en

area . Return flight via the same route until 1500 hours.

A thrust of 20 Typhoons at altitudes from 1 ,500 m . to 3,0
00 m ., with

_ dr o s i n t h e  Noe n s dr e ch t er e a .bonb p
• Approach flight via the eastern Scheldt at 155o hours.

Re t ur n f l i gh t v i a t h e Ha g ue unt i l 161 0 h our s .

Ef f e c t s of t h e o.t t e c k s
_____- __-_. ,
In Troisdorf (northeast of Bonn ): 32 HE bomba on the Dynamite Co. w ith

considerable property dar,  ge and minor

production loasee.

• Fereonnel losses :

10 dead and

50 w ounded

2 0 7 Ifi ' bombs on t he dum  y i n s t a l l a t i ons

at Troiadorf

I n Due r e n : 20 I n c e n di ar y bombs wi t hou t dams g e

.
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•
h e I .   'i •ht e r Cor sConmitment of t

_
 

Commi t t e d we r e : l s t Fi oht e r Di v i s i on wi t h 2G f i  -,h t e r s

2 d i -i ght er Di v i s i on wi t h 1 19 f i gh t e r s 8c t wi n - e ngi n e d
f i gh t er s

3d I'i g ht e r   i v i s i on rvi t h   Z   'i  ; ht s r s

Tot a l Com  i t me n t : 22 1   l s.n e s

Lue t o p o or v i s i bi l i t y on l y t h e un i t s oi' t h e 3d i i , ,ht er Ui v i s i on e n -

s ag e d i n c aa bat .

hur t he r mor e Comiai t t e d  r  e r e :

' i r om t h e 7 t h I  i ght e r Di v i s i on : 91 f i gh t e r s a n d
_

t ti° i n - e n ; i n e d f i g,h t e r s wi t h out e n emy c on t rac t
 

i r or  t h e 3d   . i r r'or ce : 1   .3 f i gh t e r s .
 

 nemy Losses:

Cl a i ms of' t he i 'i  ;ht e r un i t s : 3 f o ur - mot or e d botlbe r s an d 1 ;  p i t f i r e

s h ot dot  n ?le ar Us t on de

1 7•. o s g ui.t o cr t  s h e d i n :  t  s t i° r i e s l a nd
.

Cl u i ms o f t h a r i r L̀e f en s e Comma n d

•   :o l l an d : 5 c r us had f'o u:.  - mot o r e d boi  be r s a .i s -

covered .

1 bomber snot down by   Hrtillery

I 'ur t l: or mor e de t e rmi n e d :

By the 3adio Intercept  ervice : 1533 hours 2 a;ueriean bolubers in

di s t r e s s ov e r t h e s e a ab ov t :, __l

  :;otthern channel

  !CTr.I   1 0 l :l an e s l os t yti i t h c e r t a i nt y
_______
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Ch : p t or I 

     Kx•   -x  t  ;    t  =r T  r=T ='t- !• i= F= -=r    -             k  k:kn: k   :         F*       *   % =  sk k      F* *  t   K F i: 1: k  *   *

_

i;  :. IwT    Y i  I GB I i Ui  I IJG

C CTuB  t 1 9 

1.) Uen 

a . )   r i t i s h ita i d n c t i vi t i e s

  The k r i t i s h   omb e r Cons,s .n d c on t i n ue d t h e n i  ;u t t i me botabi n g

of f e n s i ve tai t h i n c r e a s i ng f or c e d ur i n g t h e mont h oY' Uc t obe r 1 91  3 .
•

liespite ofttimes un 'avorable weather conditions the british bomber

g  oup s c o ndu c t e d n i ne s u;  e r r a i ds on c i t i e s v  i t h i n Ge rman t  e i ch

 erritory.   real offensive trend, especially one calculated to be

co-ordinated  Jrith tne r.merican air operations to maintain gnd extend

t he e f f e c t s of t h e dEy t i me r c.i ds on Ge rme n   .i r cr  :f t i n dus t r i a l pl an t s ,

could not be reco ;nized. The British 1Gr`e-scale raids occurred only

dur i n  ; da r k a n d mo onl e s s n i g,h t s ,   'ur t h e r n or e , s i x n i g ht l y nui s an c e
 

' s v ri t h r  1os   ui t oe s we r e c ondu c t e d  a   i i ns t Ge rt  e.n c i t i e s , and on sraid  

a ga i n s t t he l e i ch ca pi t a l . Un i t s o f t h e Br i t i s h Coa s t a l Comtns.nd i 'l ew

s e v e r a l mi s s i ons t o l, i n e Ge r r,  n c oa s t e.l  r  :t e r s . Th e at t s clt a c t i v i t y

of t h e r  i r i 'or c e ov e r an d abov e t h e n i gh t t i .tue l ar  ; e - s ca l e mi s s i ons

.  e r e c om :a r a t i v e l y l i gh t d ur i r  Oc t o be r 19 4.3 •

• b .) British Cffensive Tactics

The bombe r s t r e am t a ct i c s we r e f ur t he r i mpr ov e a d ur i ng t h i s p er i o d .

Th e br i t i s h bombe r s t r e am v a s us us  l l y t i gh t l y r'or me d d ur i ng t h e
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a ppr oa ch f l i gh t . 5 i n c e t h us t he $     it l e ng t h a nd wi dt h of t h e s t r e am

weEe reduced the raiding time over the target aree was also shortened,

The time period of the bomb drops am ounted to only from 15 to 2G m inuted.

By this m eans and also through changing the f lying altitutdes of the
i t was pr e s ume d t ha t

bom ber9 while over the targets during the raids/effoi•ts were made to

min3.m
ize the effectiveness of the Germsn Ob ective night fighter tactic.

The follorring diversionary and screening maneuvers were employed , some

with success.

Se co ndar y iylos qu i t o a t t ac k s , wh i ch o c c a s i ona l l y de v e l op e d out of

the mein bomber stream .

  Secondery ettacks by weak four-motored units, which dsopped out

of the main bomber stream . 
Se t t i n g of du   y  .'

l ar e s ( r a i d me r k i n g de v i c e s ) ov ar t ar  ;e t s n o t

e t t a cke d .

Repeated changes in course of the bomber stream on the apFroach

r o ut e .

  ppr oa ch of t h e bomb e r a t r e em, a t t i me s by wa y of r o unda bo ut

de t our s .

To feign the start af a ma  or raid some bombs vrere dropped on 

dummy targets. Heturn flights of svne elements from the area

o f t h e durlmy t e.r g e t s . Ye r a i s t e n c e of in e   or e l eme nt s i n t h e

g e n e r a l ar e a of' t h e dur  ny t a r ge t s nd ul t i m.a t e l y t h e i r s udde n

continued flight to the actuel attack targets.

British long-range night fighters escorted the bomber stream to

t h e a t t 8 ek t a r ge t . Th e y i nt e r f e r r e d c on s i de r  cbl y wi t h t h e t ak e - o f f s
 

and l bnd i n g8 of Ge rman n i gh t f i ght e r s , e s p e c i a l l y wh en ope r a t i ng f r om

illuminated airfields.  'urthermore they often prevented Germ an in-
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s t r ume n t t e r g e t a ppr oa ch e s , a f t e r t h e German ni gh t f i g;at er s ha d p i ck e d

up t h e i r bombe r t a r  , e t s on t h e i r i n s t r ume n t s .

c.
) British Radio/ adar interference

Th e l a r   ;e - s ca l e dr opp i n g o P t i n f o i l s t r i p s by t h e Br i t i sh b anbe r s

dur i ng t h e a ;: pr oa eh a nd r e t ur n f l i gh t s a l mo s t compl at el y ne ut r a l i z e d t h e

functioning of the German ground and on board radar insturments (Li BC ).

The Gar rr a n UHF gr ound t o a i r r a d i o c or muni c a t l on t r a f f t c wa s s u c c e 9 s f ul l y

i n t e r f e r r e d wi t h f or t h e f i r s t t i me dur i n g t h e n i gh t f r om g t o 9 Oc t o be r .

i"h e en em,y
j amme d t h e Ge rman n i gh t f i gh t e r f r e c  ue n c i e s a n d among o t h e r

thin$s issued orders in the German language. These , however , could be

: recognized due to poor pronounciation and foreign nccents.

•   d . ) Own Commi t men t  

The asBembly of British bombers for ma jor missions over the British

Islea could almost always be discovered at an early moment, Through

i  t i  i  Br i t i s h r a da r i n t e r f e r r e nc e t h e Fe ne t r a t i ons i n t h e a i r   f   tt a t    

s i t ua t i on we r e f r e que n t l y uncl e ar . On l y ir  by me an s of t i  : e l p c o  i t me n t

of observetion planes coulc the I. Fighter Corps get e true picture in

due t i me a   t o a ppr o e ch r ou t e a n d 8 t t a c k t a r ge t .

- m of t h e n i ^ t f i h t e r un i t 9 of' t he I . Fi h t e r Cor sTfi e c o  ui t e n t 6,h g g p

dur i n g Oc t ob e r 1 94 3 gu f f e r e d pr i ma r i l y f r om un rav or a bl e we a t h e r c on -

di t i on s . The e ne u  r r e pe a t e d l y t ook adve n t 8  ;e of r e v e r s e d we e t h e r c ondi -

tions in Great Britain for his night ettacks. Durin3 such nights the

Rg i ch t e r r i t or y we s mos t l y c l os e d i n by f o g an d cone     ue nt l y t ak e - of f

an d l a n di n g r e qu i r me nt s   we r e l i
.m

i t e d .•
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  , .i'he comnitment of night fig ters in tne restricted night purauit

(IIimmelbett method ) wes utilized therefore by necessity due to weether

cond i t i on s , s i nc e t h e n i   t f i gh t e r cr a f t c o ul d on l y ope r a t e a l i mi t e d

distance away from their beaes. The successes achidved while utilizing the

Himmelbett method were very minor. The reason therefore are :

Enemy i n t e r f e r r e nc e wi t h gr ound an d on boa r d r a dar e qui pm e nt a a d wi t h

ra di o c ommun i c a t i on s t r a f f i c .
Interferrence by enemy long-range night fighters

Young and inexperienced German crews who were unable to operate

while on their radio oontrolled missions wh ile the enelny inter-
They were not very adept inf err ed wi t h t he i r equi p nent . / Ra di o keyi ng t ra f   'i c .•

S i n c e t h e en emy r e t ur n f l i gh t s a f t e r t h e b omb dr op s an d s  f t e r t h e•
Bombe r   t r e am wa s d i s s ol v e d g en er a l l y o c c ur r e d i n a n o e n a nd ex t e nde dP

formation , there were slways good possibilities of success for ths re-

s t r i c t e d n i g ht f i gh t e r t a c t i c s o f t h e H3.tnme l be t t me t h od .

Since the on bosi•d radar set SN 2, which to that tine had not been

s u c c e s s f ul l y i nt or f e rr e d wi t h , wa s onl y av e i l a bl e i n l i mi t e d nuu be r a f or

n i gh t f i   t e r uni t s , t h e s u c c e a s f ul ut i l i z at i on o f t h e n i gh t f i gh t e r
 

ur s ui t t e c t i c ( Za ivne   a u - Tame Svw) on a l a r ge s ca l e wa s n o t p os s i bl e .

The mass of the German night fighters were committed in ob ective

fighter tectics. Here the British screening and deceptive maneuvers and

t h e i n t e r f e r r an c e c a us e d i n r a di o t r a f f i c he d a di s a dve n t e ge ous e f f e c t .
Se ar ch l i t a c t i v i t y s u f f er e d due t o we a t h e r oo ndi t i on s s nd l i mi t e d

I L

 
C1    

t a r g e t
p

o t
 

i n g ov e r t h e at t a c k t a r g e t a r e a s . Fr e que nt l y Br i t i s h bombe r s•

opened fire on the attacking Garman night fightera first from their rear

gunn e r y po s i t i on s . Pr e s um e bl y t he bombe r a we r e e q ui ppe d wi t h on boar d
warning equipment.
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As a wh o l e t h e n i gh t f i gh t e r un i t s o   ' t h e I . Fi gh t er Cor ps i n

Ootober 191 3 were not able to suocessfully combet the Britiah night

attacks on German territory . The redar wer , insufi'icient equipment

of on board rader devices that could not be interferred with , and
ma k e

weather cond tione all contributed to  [  the night fighter comaa tment

i n t h e Ger ma n Ai r De f e n s e cr i t i ca l .

8,
} Successes end Losses in the month of October 1943•

Average
/ Numbe r o f t he pl ane s r e a dy f or c omr  i t me n t wi t h i n t h e z one

of the I. Fibhter Cor s 
_

26C twin-engined fighters

To t a l c omr, i t me n t i n t h e z one o f' I . Fi  ,h t e r Cor hs :
  .

1 ,
6b7 twin and single engined

S f i ght e r s

o f wh i ch 1 00 r  i gh t f i gh t e r s f or de f e n s e a ga i ns t D  o s qu i t o a t t s cks .

Lo s s e s i n t h e z one of I . Fi gh t ar Cor ps
_
: 6 1 pl ane s or 1   n of

the committed planes

Of these shot down by enemy long-range

n i gh t f i gh t e r s : 8 pl an e s

Sho t d own by Ge r ma n Ar'  Ar t i l l e r y 1  pl an e a 
Crashed due to ice 2 pl8nes

Suo c e s s e s i n t h e zo ne of , I , r i     t e r Cor ps :

(Not including AA Artillery ) 132 British Bombers

ahot down

From the total estimated British bomber commitment in October 191 3

 
of approgimately 3,g00 planes, the Bomber Command suffered about 3.  y 

losses against t vin-engined fighters over Raich territory .
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Ge r man l os s e s i n e x p e r i e n c e d y  i ng an d Sc  ua dr on c omma nd er s wa s com-

par a t i v e l y h i gh . Th i s f a c t can be  ; l e e n e d f r om t h e f o l l owi n g

measbge from 17 October 1943  

nI'r om t h e Comnia nd i n g Ge n e r a l 1 i   h t Fi   t e r s t o t he C- i n - C

of t h e Luf t wa f f e , Ai r For c e   -e r s onn e l Of f i c e .

He a vy l os s e s i n iYi ng an d S qua dr on Comr  a nde r s dur i ng ni gh t f i gki t e r

operations in the course of most recent comu itments make apecial

measures necessary . Nigkit fighter units will be uneble to replece

t h e s e l o s s e s wi t h qua l i f i e d c omma nd e r s f r om Hi t h i n i f f ur t h e r l os s e s

occur.

It is reGUested that auout 10 night-combat experienced bomber wing 

or s uadron commandera be transferred from bonber units to ni t9 gh

• fighter unita immediately , in an ef 'ort to maintain the night fighter

foroe for total commitment before it is too late."

f . ) Far t i cul a r s

The bomber stream tactics and the British radio/radar i
.nterference

ope r a t i on s c r e a t e d s u ch di f f i c ul t i e s t h a t t h e Comma ndi ng Ge ne r a l of t h e

I Fighter Corps made urgent re uests to the Chief oft he Air rorce 3ignal

Commun i c Et i on Br a nch ( Ge n e r al    Ia r t i ni ) and t o t he Comma i d i n g Ge aora l of

  ii gh t   i gh t er s ( Ge n e r s  l Ks um h ube r ) . Th ey c onc er ne d t h e f o l l owi n g :

:Za da r Ea,u
i pme nt ( Gr oun d and on #   a i boar d )

Ra da r pe r s onne l

Radio Intercept Service

  l t e r i ng of Fi ght e r Comman d F os t s

Appr opr i a t e c onf e r e n ae n o t e s a r e t o be f o und i n t h e KTB of t h e I .•
Fi gh t e r Cor ps of 2 0 , 2   , a n d 2 8 Oc t o be r 191  3 . Th ey ha v a be e n   n c l ude d

in Study 9 - 11, Germen Air Uefense, Volume "Generali'
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On 22 , 2 3 ,   nd 2  . Oc t o be r 1 9   3 t n e C- i n - C o f t h e Luf t wa f f e

inspected the night fighter units of the 3d Fig.
hter Division on the

Deelen t irYield in Hoiland.
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Tr oop Vi s i t by the C- i n- C of the Zuf tw  f f e on 

z2 oat ober 191 3
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2.
) Eveata b Ni ht durin the eri.d fra 1 t• 2 Oct.ber 1

Nat including Britiah Super Raids)

(See Sketch Ger aan Air Defenee

appendiz 23)

During thsse nights,  rhich due t• unfavorable weather eonditiona,

appeared t® be uasuitable f®r large scale raids t® the British Bomber

Command, weak ldosquito units conducted nuisance attacks. Four such

attacka were aimed on targets in the Ruhr area. One nuisance raid was

directed against Berlin. The number of planea committed to auch epera-

tions ranged between 10 and 30 aircraft. Other than a disquieting effect

_ on the civil p©pulation these nuisance raida were sf little value.
'

The bombs frequently fell on open terrain or vn dummy inetallatioas.
•

 Of the Britieh courrier service to Sweden and return a total of

18 planes could be epotted. The grand total of the British Courier

planee wae presumably greater .

During the night from 11 to 12 Ootober 19 3 it was preeumed

that three Hritieh planes xere either dropping agenta or reeupplying

agente in the Juetland area. 

During the night frem 15 t® 14 October  9 3, betweea 1950 hours and

2005 hours  about 10 nuisance raidera dropped aeveral HE boabs in the

Cologne -- Neues area causing minor building damage.

During the night from 15 to 16 October 1943, three British planea,

flging at 1©w level , circled over western Poland. Here t©o it was pre-•

euaed that their mission was the dro in or reau 1 ' of agents.PP g PP Y1 n8
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  During the night from 14 ta 15 October penetration fligh ts and re-

turn flights were spotted over Juetland and the Baltic Sea. It is also

posaible that these craft came froa the eaet (Ruasian planee? .

The .atere off the Western Frisien Islands were mined by about

30 Britiah planes.

Only a few , single enemy craft appeared before the Dutoh coast,

.
over Juetland  and from the Italian bases over the Klagenfur t -- Linz --

Tabpr area.

Total Enemy Commitment: 70 planes and about 140 idosquitoes

Comli:itment of the I Fighter Corps

_ Using the Himmelbett aethod coamitted weres

• 1. Fight®r Division againat the Agent Suppky craft in Poland -- 12 twin-

e ng i ne d f i gh t e r s

2. Fi hter Division against the Agent Supply craft in Juetland and against

the courier craft to Sweden -- 18 twin-engined fighters

  . Fightar Divi= againat  osquitoe nuisance attacka against the

Ruhr area --   twin-engined fighters

TOTAL COB  Q T  IENT: 34 p l an e s

- In addition from the 0 . Fi hter Division Fi hter Wi 00 in ob ective3 g ( g   3 )  

pursuit over Berlin ---- 3 single engine fightera

Enemy Losses were not determined

Own L®sses s 1 Me 109
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•
3 ,

) Ev ent s dur   t he   er i od f rom 2 Oct ober t o 1 ?̀,ov   nbe r 1
,
  I 3

- - - _- - -_.- --- -
(Not including British Iarge-scale raids)

(See sketch German Air Defense

a  pendix 24)

  e  y Co  ni t ment

The RAF cond cted:

Durin g t he ni ght f rom 2!  t o 25 Oct ober 19 +3 a   iosdury.t oe nui sance rai d
r espect i vel

.y,
on  ssen and Duesseldorf/wit:  a total of 50 planes as well as a low-level

at   .a ck wi t h f r   n 1  0 t o 50 pl ane s a ga i ns t a c onmoy of s hi   s i n t he Ger -ian

Bight, Doth of the nuisance raids caused only minor structural dar age,

• During the night from 25 to 2b October 191+3 mining onerations in the

Kat t egat  +i t h about 30 pl ane s ,
•

A i ni ng or.•e rat i ons i n t he 5 chel dt e s t;s a r    ri t h t wo a i r craf t .

th isance flights into th© n rthern Dutch area t ri th 13 Dlanes.

Cour i er t1 i ght s t o and f r am    reden   ri t h 9 pl a.ne s ,

Tot al Ca.TM  i t rner.t : 1 51+ nl ane s and 34 I•io s rn   i t oe s

  Cot  itQents of the I, Fi hter Corns_ . . . _.._
Cor  ni

.t t ed we re :

7
. ,

F1  ht er Di vi s i on a ga  n s t t he br i t i s h mi nS
.ng cr a.f t̀ i n nr ev ent i v e t aYe-

of f s f or obj act i v e rn  r su i t : 38 t z r n- eng i ned f  
_g

ht er s

2 • Fi   ht er Di v .
i s i on ut i l i z i ng t he Ha nne l b t̂;t met hod a ga =

.ns t t he mi ni ng

o   erat i ons i n t he Kat t egat : 1 6 t wi n- eng  ±.ned f i ght er s

3 . Fi   ht e r Di yi s i on a   a i ns t t he   :o s   ui t oe at t 3 c ; s i n t ?i e Ri_l
hr ar ea :•

$ twin-en  ned fi
, 
hters

T n 'a I . CC  •;:  I ÌI •L     ; ( 2 pl anes
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,

_ The mine-la  .ng aircx aft, xhich had penetrated above the  orthsea at

lo r leveL  cvuld not be clearly s- otted b  the radar inatallations on

Jutland, i ihen the mining operations in t he Kattegat  ere recognized, the  

ni.ghtf3.ghters which had been launched in nreventive take-offs for ob3ectiv e

?aursuit onerations in the zone o  the l. Fighter Diviai  x ere ordered back

to their bases. -

Ehe  rLosses: were not aetsrmined.
 

O m hosses: 1 plane, ;

.

•

•
  .

•
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_ _ 7,  _ .
,

•

s Rai d oa Dortr und and   a en on 1 t o 2 Oct ober 1!  ,
) B ri t i h + 

(See sketch German Air Defense _
  a;  pendu 25)

    y Co  ni tment :
_ _... _  . .

Several hundr ed Br i t i sh Four-  ot or ed boanber s f l.e  r over t he Zui der see

at 2050 hours  ri t h an east erl ,p cours e i .n a t i ght l
,v

f or.ned bQmber st ream, and

af t er cro ss i n,g t he Ge  nan f ront i er t urned and headed f or t he Ruhr area . Af t er

s cat t eri ng t hei r boeib l oads ov er t he Dor L.  nd - - I ag+en ar ea t he at t acker s de-

part ed i n ezt ended f or nat i on l eavan g German t err i t ory   3.a t he Schel dt e avuary ,

Dcring the  eriod fram 2206 bours to 230? hours t ro british planes '
•

circled over the Zwolle area and The Ha e, '  .

-
 

At around mid-night two c urier craft (9wed  } fl +racross the Skagerrag.

Co  itment of the T. Fiahter Corns, . .
D:te t o unf avora bl e w ea.t her onl   el ement s of t he 1 . Fi ght er Di v i s i oa ti rere

c oauni t t ed :

In Hi imael bet t met hod 9 t wi n- engin ed f i ght er s ' .

In ob3ect i ve pur sui it 10 t toi n- en- 
in ed f i   ht ers

 
TO'  AL CG  LI TM  iTS: 19 l anesP

Poor visibility at liigh altitudes orevented eneu y contact.
 

Ene  Losses were not determ ined.

Own Losaes: 1 plane due to damaged engine

Wea__
   er: In t1 e attack area 10/10 overca5t fram 1 00 m to 1, 00 m,

  The t ake- of   ai rf i el ds were v  y hazy and vart l,  f ogged i n  saase
,

tre re not operational.
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•
5,

) British Attack on 1 iunich on 2 to 3 October 1943

( Se e sket ch Gerrnan  1i r Def ens e

appendix 26)

  iem  Ca  n i t ment '
.

4t 2036 hours the points of a ba. ber flight consisting of several hundred

p1 1nes was renorted over the Scheldt estuar,y,
The bomber straam moved in a

s out ':  ea s t er l ;t di r ec t i on i r  t he Ma.nnheim - - Karl s ruhe - - St  it t gart ar ea .
t  er e t he enem  f e i gnQd t he s t art of a l ar ge- s ca.l c ra i d by dr o  pi ng f l a re s

and s i ngl e bombs . Act ual l ;r t he mas s of t he   or c ene  p bombe r s   r 

reasse_m
bled in the al ine faothills soutz of Nfunich, Fro m this concentrstion

' t he;  conduct ed a l o ca l l
,y c onc ent rat ed r a i d on ?'  .in

i ch of re l at i v e]
,p s hort du- 

ration Iso a ed b. 1 t baan s f e l l on Si   nar i ngen , Jeber l in gen, and   F'r e i s i ng

• nea r 1Miur:i ch . Shor t l ;; bef or e r ea chi ng and   r'  i 1 e ov er t he ma i n at t a ck t ar get

t he Br i t;i s h bo mber s as i  cha.nged t he i r f l :.-i r:g, al t  
_
t ude s cons i dera bl ;T,   robab7 

i n an ef f or t t o t hwa rt t he Germa n ni ght f  
.g

'lt er s , The ener y bomber s dena r t ed

i n s e r;,r ext ended f orn Lat i on tr,ri t h a nort hwe s t erl y cour s e unt i l 03?.
$ hour s . At t hat

t ime t he I a s t boznber c l ea red t he Dut ch coa s t , 1  e annr oa ch f l i ght of t he bomber

stream was escorted by Brzt;ish long-range nightfighters,   rthermore, long-

range nightf .g
hters o erated in purs. 

it over 31 1uminated German air ields, 
Du,r  r g t he per  

.o
d f ram 1953 hc ur s t o 003 5 hour s a boi t 70 Br i t i s h pl anes

  min ed the Ke tern portions of the Baltic Sea,
7   '  .: .

    '        iw       's= e
,3 

_  =     - ,
D iri ng t he    eri od f rom 2112 hours t o 2?1  . hour s a A osaui t oe nu s i ance rai d

conduct ed b•   about 1   pl anes hi t t he ci t   of   sansci?ei d.
• Bet we en 2219 hour s and 013$ h

.  ur s 1  t o 5 s  n gl e f l ;ri ng br i t zs h Al a ne s ne-
net rat ed t o     ndhov en , Gi e s s ea , Ma i nz , and h a,nnhe im,  
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• Caan. ai t r  ent of t he I . Fi   ht er Corns

Cc:nmi t t ed were :

Agai nst t he Bomber   enet rat i on t o Muna.eh:

1 ,_
Fi   ht er Di vi s i on i n ni ght pursui t operat i ons : 9 t xi n- eng5n e  f i gh+;ers

The nightfighters joined the bamber stream in southern Holland
,

,
5 . a : d e l ement s of l . Fi

,a
ht e r Di vi s i ons

in ob ectivo pursuit 11l twin-engined fi.ghters
The night fighters assembled in the area between
Muni ch and Augsba r g ,

  ainst the British mini7  undei-takin s in the western Baltic Sea:

2, Fi hter Division witn Himmelbett method 66 twin-er.g
ined fi

.g
hters

  3, Fi hter Division with Himnelbett method 4 tw  -en ined fi hters
TOT  CQ u L_

1T   lT : 193 pl ane s
• Du e t o noor l i ght condi t i ons t he Germa n ni ght f i ght e r s di d not ga i n

a considerable defensive victory, Strong winds at high alt tudes created
d5
.
fficulties in the assemblg.

   Ss
 

e s
_

: 3 bomber s s hot down ,
Own Losses: 1 l e 110 missing  

1 Me 110 ran out of t1ie1 and crashed

  1 Do 217 s hot dorm b r own AA .  r t i l l ery
:  ar t i c . 

l ar s : Duri ng t he ni ght f rom 3 t o l  Oct ober Ca pt a  n Si   rnind wa s ki l l ed
i n a ct i on , Ne   ra.s t he a ct i ng c or.unan der of t he I I I , Squadron , 3 rd Ni ght Fi ght er

wi ng , a.nd had ?_
6 v i ct or i e s at ni ght and 2 dur i n  da-Tt i me t o hi s cr e    i t ,

we8
_

t he rs In the German Bight and Jutland: 5/10 to 1C/10 overcast at aronnd
1 , 000 m,

• In East-Ju land and the bordering sea,area• Ice formed in rain clouds,Vi s i bi l i t y : 5   10 IQn,
In sout hern Germar r ; C1,oudl es s , cons  .derabl e mi st2 t o 6 lan, f og s et t  n g i n be   i     'ound vx s i bi l i t pg ' n ; at r  .

d- ni ght ,
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•
6
,
) British Raid on Kassel and i-aderborn on and 1  October 19 , 

 

(See sketch German Air Defense

anr e ndix 27 )

E  euky Cor  n .t ment . .
A br _

tish bomber stream composed of several h  ndred olanes crossed over

the Dutch coast west of the Zuidersee beginning at 2023 hours with an easter-

ly course,   the Hannover area ',he bombers turned southward and headed to-

ward Kassel. This change in course around  'annov er was not recognized bg
(l ,

i r C   
j
f Lt4  'A'fv  a e  Y  f̀ e   " 1

  .
our s pot t r s  i na srmuc<c as weak enemv f o rc e s , mos t l i ': -el y 2;o s q

_u
i t o es   dr ove

dee   into the Hannover -- 83raunschweig area and dro ned flares to feign the 
begin:rling of a large-scale raid, The 3ttaC'  On Kassel an sd ome   .s ol at ed bo  b

- dr o7s on : 'ader born wa s car r i ed out ' i n f our t rav e s . The bomber s de nart ed i n

a v e ry ex t ended f orma t i on f l y i ng a t  e st e r h .  cour s e , The l a s t e l   er.t s wer e

reported above the Scheldt estuary at 0]
.
1 1 hours.

About 15 riosquitoes  ennetrated via H lland at ?10g hours conducted a

nuisance rai.
d on Giessen in an effort to divert attention from the na.

in

a f.t a ck t ar get of Kas s e l .

 
At Ol l b hour s s ix Br i t i s h a3omUers car r i ed out mi ne l a-.-i ng onerat i on bef or e
Den Helder. •

Fi v e s i ngl e - f l ,;  ix  enerqy ul ane s c i
.r cYed over Du  ̀s bu.rg and Tr aben- Tr ar ba ch

be t   re en 210 2 hour s and 0lal}0 hour s ,
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Commi t me nt of t h e I . Fi gh t er Cor ps

Conuni t t e d we r e :

1 . F i   ,h t e r Di v i s i on i n t h e Hi m:,ie l be t t m,e t h od : 5 6 t wi n - e ng i ne d
f'i gh t e r s

Elements of the l. 2. and . ri ter Divisions
LZ, ,

f g   i   t r n 2Y  1 
i n ob e c t

 
ve n i g h pur

 
ui t 1 38 t tivi n - en gi ne d

f'i ght er s
- . ..   i

Tot a l Commi t :  en t : 1 9   . pl an e s

The ni  t-fighters assembled in the Hsnnover - breunschweig

ares for the ob ective pursuit. P̀he own aerial observer planes
.
re-

over Kassel
For t e d t h e Br i t i s h f'l a r e s / a t an e a r l y t i me . Th u s el e me nt s of t he

 
n i gh t - f i gh t e r f or c e s c ou l d be d i ve r t e d f r om t h e Ha nnov e r - Br a un s ch ve i g

area to intervene in the air over Kassel., i evertheless the British 
  diversionar manneuver   roved to be much f s sy   o a ucce s. The commitment

of f or c e s i n t he ii i mme l be t t u e t h od f a i l e d t o e ch i e ve s uc ce s 9 d ue t o

s e ve r e e nemy i nt e r Fe r e n c e vri t h t h e o- rn r a dar e c  u i pme nt .
Enemy Losses : 16 bombers shot down in the hassel area

Own Losses: 9 planes, including 3 shot down b r British long-range

- n i gi  t - f i gh t e r s , 
, .1 s h ot d own by own  t r  h r t i l l e r y , a n d

1 lost in a oollision with s British b   ber ,

  :le a t h e r : I n t h e a t t a ck a r e a : Ci r r us ov e r c a s t s.n d l i   t mi s t up t o

6
,20U m , no moonlig,ht.

i . 
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? . ) Br i t i s h Ra i d on  dan nh e i m, Ludzvi g s ha f e n an d ;Jor ms on 1  / g

Oct ober 191 3
, ( S ae s k e t ch Ge r man A.

i r De f ens e

appendix 28}

Lnemy Commi t men t

Several hundred bombere left their bases on the British Isles

a nd f l y i n g a s t r a i   ht s o ut h ee s t er l y c o ur s e h e a ds d f or t h e c e n t r a l

Rh i ne e r ea an d r e t ut ne d h ome a f t e r dr opp i ng bornbs on 1  Iann i e i rl , Lud-
wi   s h af e n , a n d 'rYor ms . S or  e bombs we r e al s o dr oppe d on Fr a.n  f ur t / Ma   n ,  Of f e nba c h •, a nd Saa r l a ut e r n . Th e pi n t s of ' t h e bor  be r s t r e e m ap pe ar e d

above the v estern Scheldt at 1939 hours. The lest bomber left Holland

_ a t G 10 1 ho ur s .

Further enem.y activity was lim ited to the followin   ,ennetrat
`

ions
_
; 

1 plane into the Bocholt aree at 2U25 hours

 . planes around the Na ue at 2C39 hours

1 plane around Utrecht from G036 hours until 0206 hours

2    ve d s n c ouz•r i e r s t hr ou  h t he Ska ge r r ak f r om 2G27 h o ur s un t i l 
2339 hours,

Commitment of the I. Fi ,
hter Corps :

Unfavorable weathcr in Northern Germany perm itted only the commit-

me n t of' e l eman t a of' t h e l .  t e r Ui v i s i on i n t he Hi ma e l be t t me t h od :
Enemy Lose es : 5 bombers shot down . Ov n Los.es: None  

• ' ie a t he r : I n  - o l l e nd an d  ior t h e r n Ge rman y 1G/ 1 G ov e r c a s t f r om 80 0 m.
I n t h e a t t a ck a r ea mos t l y f a i r , mi s t y u;   t o 2 , G00 m.
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g,} British Raid on Stuttgart,,

Freiburg, Friedrichshaf®n, and  uniah
-

on 7/ 8 Oot ober 19  :3  _____ .._ . ._ .____.  ..
  ( Se e slse t ch German Ai r Def ens a _

. e pp®ndi  c 29 )

Enemy Com ai t r  ent  

,
I naonal us i ve r epor t s l ed   o t he aus pe at e d conol tts i on t hat t he - -

points of a Britieh bomber stream were above northern Franoe at 2150

hours heading in a aoutheasterly direction. about $ 400 bambers  

r®acbed the   aouthwestern oorner of Germany where they carri®d oitt
,

bombing raids on Stuttgart, strasaboutg , Freiburg, Fri edriohaha ®n ,  

and Mun i ch . The e t ta eker e f l ew i n very e=t ended f arme t i on be ak t o . 
.

Great Britain via Holland and northern Franoe. Rear elemeuts crosascl I

i t h e oo as t a t 0 32 5 h o nr a . Th a ma i n e f f or t of t he Br i t i s h e t t a ck a l a y

in the Stuttgart area. . - -I

Th e RAF f ur t h er conduat ed :    
 

 .Mosquitoe nuisanae raid on Emden with about 20 planse from

1 0 hours to 2143 hours.9 

A mining undertaking with 6 planea in the watere before Ter-

e to 20 houre.
 

s cbe l l i ng f r om 19l b hour 14 

' A nui s an ae r a i d on Aa ohen wi t h 5  dos qui t oes f r om 1955 h©ur s t o
.

2335  haur s .
A Jai n i unde t aki ng i n t he ff at t s ga t and i n t he wat ar e ar oundn8 I

3k age n wi t h a bout 1  0 pl an®s f r om 2-2  1  hour a t o 2329 honr8 .
. ,

A mi ni ng und®t aki ng i a t he Bey of He l   ol and wi t h 10 pl anee f r om -

- 231  6 hour a t o 2353 hour e . . ._  
. , ,

.
,  .
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  n -• .
' Sweden Courrizrs from 2G1 hours  l i   t s ov e r t h e   ka   e r r a k of 5 7

t o 01  00 ho ur s . Of t he s e 2 pl a ne s t o Srre de n an d 3 pl an e s f r om Sw e de n .

Effect of the Raids:

un a t ot e l 02  19 l oc a l l i t i e s t h e f o l l oti   i n   bombs we r e dr oppe d :

22 mine bombs

2  .8 h i gh e x pl os i v e bombs

11,813 incendiary bonbs

.
Of t h e s e dr oppe d on 3 t u t t ha r t we r e : 11 mi ne bor  b s

15k high explosive bombs

•   10 ,000 stick incendiary bombs

550 phosphoros incendiary bomba

- Yersonnel Losse9: Total 9? dead , of which 72 dead in Stuttbart
'

2 .2 wounded of which 198 wouuded in Stutt ert

7 , OG0 Ii ome l e s s of' wh i ch 5 , UG0 h ome l e s s i n St ut t -

gar t

In Stutt s.rt
there was no serious dama e to industrial installations.

21G Houses were destroyed and

  1 ,882 Houses were dema ed

I n F'r i e dr i chs ha f e n : I n t he a i r c r a f t p l a n t s   s i r s h i p c ona t ur c t i on  

` di r i gible)

2 0 pl an e s un de r c on s t r uc t i on we i•e    e a v i l y dame ge d

SQ io of' t h e a s s embl y l i n e s vre r e d e s t r oy e d

I  ur t h e rmo r e 12 ho us e s we r e de s t n y e d an d 11 5 h ous e a v  e r e dama   e d .
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•

, - n . , • . •• . :   . ,  • - .    ..  •,  -   u . ;,.ri , c L . t .I n ,..u __l c,n ,   _ c l c u r   _    e i       . u , L u    Jl   u ul   ; ,   :  r .m e n .   . r:o i U 2 u c u i e

d '    .J e .

l n t h e c o un t i e :  Lud ,  i  ;J b ur s; ,   o   bl i n :    r. , u  . uac  i c  i i:  ;e n ,   s   l i i   ; ;r  , 8 I1C 

i_i a :  r i n _er. : 2 0 :    r r_s k;ur rl t d o :rn .

,(, o:  :,.i t l  or  t o   t h   I , i  s  .:  t e  • Co      s
,

.  o   ;,   .  e   .
t il   r c  ; n u i t i a  l s   i :::i t e d o  e   °  t  i o ll s .

.
Co.  ._

i t t ed :, c   e :

1 n u.c _'e : _:: e 4  .. i n s t t   .e :   : j o l• l c n c; t r   t; i ou :
- - -
1

.
I 1  ='.

h t   I •   i  r i s i c ll l Il   l . (u i. ::
l   t t   '. L'   it :     tO Ci ;   > L '  Jl   - S II ; ' 1 i1 : G f  

.
L

.  ,l I T, G' I ' S

.  ,-s;i r.  t Gi e ua.n i n  r o  e r :. t i ous i _, t ;  e  .  t t e Js t

  , i  i  :;h t e r Li    i s i or  i n ii i .  :::  l be t t ::   t s o u.: 28 t  rri n - er .,;
i n e a f i   :_t e r a

• 1 O L 8 1 C Ofia a i t   i b ll t ; 1}.
U r;1   n 8 5

: n em  r h o s s e s ; 2 a h o r t   t i r l i l« ;s     id 1
.
  e l l i rr  ;t o n s h o t do wn

G .  n L ®s s e s ; ; p   .e r_e s , o i ' ti•rh i c h 1 J u Bb w  s s l, o t d o  rn

1 J u c   c r Gs l-:e d e f'  e r t Gk e - o i 'f

1 l:ie 1 1C  z;r   s n e a a ua t o mot or t r o ubl e

 ,  c u t ii er : I n L:i:;    o i•t  l a e e c oa s t o l  :i•e o   ;elrer a l l y   a i r  vi t h f r om 3/ 1G
 

t o   .
/ 1     ov e r ca s t € t e r o uu d 1 ,   00   .

I  : J u e t i : n d i ;.
i r t u b     i z_  r t ,  : v e _   : e C;/ 1 (,  t u j %1 G o    e i •c u s t

  i r  a u 0 Lo :  , t   C 1,1 u l t i t uct e s .

1 11 . . :J y t"i 1i         ' . ,if:. I1j T
._

  .1'   'i l  T I   l i ct I l ll   ;    i ;  C , O ll C: y 1'J 1 L 11 S OIl l z

i l   :t c l o uc. 1  ;;  e r s b e t ti  e c u 3  0 r.. u .IU   , C c,   r.r . Tn   o ut h

  u" e r  a: a y i r oln 2   G0 h our s   o        i c :  r l°©c l uc e a o   t r b t i o ne .

i
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•

9 .
) Br i ; i sh Ra i d on Halln ov er on 8 Oct ober 1 9 ' 

( Se e s k e t oh Gar nzan Ai r Oef e :  s e

a nn e  dix 30 }

  n e  y  CouIIni
.t ; t  ::it  

.  
ti l r i t i sh bo:ab er st r eam com;:o s ed o f a p ur o  ma t el y 1 00 pl a ne s , e s cor t ed b y

nu.rne r ous l on   r a ri` e n i   ht - f i    h t er s , wa s l o ca t ed vri t h i t - f or    ra r 3 el emea t s n ea r

Oe7   :e l cie r a t 2;,   1 h our s a ;l d i : i t i a l l y st ea r ed a .n e a st e r l ;  cour s e up t o a n 3 i n t o

t h e L r e:nan a r ea . A :•c s c; . i t o e uni t dr opp ed au t o z" t h e fi c  nb er St r   1; a . il 3r ove t o

  er l i n wl: er e i t co.,  lu ct ed a ;  1Vc; ?' S .O:: a r y r a i d . :  hi l e s ome f o .Lr - ;.to ' „or ed Uomb er

e l e r.,ent s a t t    ck a,l   r eme7 , t h e T a s s ot t h e bomb e r s h aa ded s    u i.h ea s  .wa r d an d bo;nb ed
 

}:a. uiov er . Th r r : a r a l enie 7t s o f t }ie bomb Er s   rli i.c
il nea  3ed h o.. e s t eas t n   a vre s t e r l y

co ur s e   :er a r e  x>r t e  1 ov er t h e Sch el dt e ;zt ua r ;  a t 0  21 i o .i r s .
 

P'uz  i.hoz•   or e  l e t er   -s a e    s :e r e :
. .

: en et r a t i ori of 5   l a n es i nt o t h e ' ymwe ;er; a r ea f r or  1 9 55 h our s t o 0100 hour 9 .

  StiJed en Cour r i er f l ew over t h e Ska   e i-c•:  k a t 2024 hour s .

3 fi r i t i s h l on  r an   e ni ght - f i oh t er s i si t h e Su e 3i.e r b e r   -   i
.n

d'nov en- Zwo11 e ar ea

f r om 23 2 5 hour s t o U010 r.ou r s .

ti p en et r a t i on Lnt o t n e Aa.chen a r ea be t we en 4021 hou r s an d O:L?J { hc t;;r s +•ri t h bornb

•
dr o ;-s on Due r en .

 ttack effect:
a n  so u t ha r    }:a r t

I n lla . -lizover : Heav-, 
3ar i 3  e i t  t he c en t e r l o f t h e ci t ;,  t h r ou   i a r ea conf ]  .   r a t i on .

1   i -i i u s t r i .31 pl a  t s da rua J ed ,   -  o  r  t }  a::  t he a ut omobi l e pl a iit

H c  o;,la   wa s h ea vi l y la i  a   a  i .

    , ?i r a r ca a , c  i ld r̀:a<in ov er : I sol at e j bo., ,b  i r o    s o'i 15 vi l l a ; ,e s a   i o  i   du  ty

i a s t a l l a t i on s . - :   ;en er a l rue .l i wr.
: a . a " i; . 

l il : .•  :aen :  ua nt i t y o f b o;ri os dr o  p e  . : 122 hi ,.  t exp l o s i ve b  rab s

, , 300 s t i ck i n c ei di a r   r  ̀ : tbs
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•
170 pho sp iior  zs i :  cen    i a r y bo: '.  s

, 0 l i ql .i  1 i    c E  -ii a r j b omb s

:•:a ti e r i a i
.

  ar    .  L: 103 bu i l h n   s l e st r o; ed

1, 399       i
.
l  li ci   s :aa «  ; ,e

d

  e r s o Liel w s s e s : 1  d aa 3

15 wo•:z.  aed

I a Ler l i n : i Hi gh L x 'r l os i ve ix  : ib f e ll on t ii e   Fa l k en s e a sub >.ucb , whi l e t he

: L s s o f t n e borzb s f e ll oIi ope :  t e r r a i    i ;! t h  : :' e t z i n a r ea .

Co     :  .  ,II :e  t o f t h a I . Fi
. *..

h t e r Cor p s

  ConL,ii t t ad  .rer e :

1 , i i rka er Di vi s i on a   a i n st t h e ;ie i a r t i ii g b o  b er l ox?na t i on s

• i n t h e ! i :  r a l b e t t n e t 'r u,3 :   i; t :   n- en   n ed f i   -ht e r s

::1 e r.:en t s of t he l . , 2 . , an a 3 . Fi   k t e r Di y i s i on s i n ob j ec t i ve : i    t

. u    s ui t i n i t i a l l
.    ov er   r ern en an d

.
l a t e r ov er 1-ian r ov er :

1 60 t Mri  1- en   -:u  ed f i   ht e r s

r r oiil t h e -30 . F'i   ,
h t e r Di

.v
i s i on ( Fi   ht e r 'Y i  .   :_

3 00 j i r: ob j e ct i v e ni gh t pur sui t :

5z s i rz` l e e:    i ne  
.  h t er 3

 
Tot al Cor;L;s t :. eji t : 250 pl a t  e s -

Th e i-:i  :,n el 'oe t t o per a t i on s of t h e 1 . Fi   h t e r   i v i s i on }-ia d t o b e di s co  a i n u ed

du e i,o h ea vy b r i t i s h I o z ,-- r an  e n i   h t - f i   t t e r a ct i vi t y i n l: ol l and .

Th e ob i e ct i ve  l i  f t pur s ui t over a t i on s wer e l  ;  e r eu by i ni t i a l i  _t e r f e r e,  ce

ti ri t h t he L  'ri r' r a di o t r a f f i c a il d a l s o t t r ou gh poor vi si bi l i
.t y a t hi   h ':.al t i t u "es .

 l ev e r t h el e s s t he  e comr.:i t  aent o f i  i   ,
h t f i  *.

h t e r s i :n t hE 3:a :  :lov er an d Fr er.le l a r ea s

. -, rer e S i 1C C @S S f LLl
.

'
/
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•
En e©-  Lo s s e s : 3 1 L'omb er s s hot d own

Own Lo s s e s : 2   l an e s , of whi ch 1 J u 88 wa s sh ot tlo . n ,

1 i•̀_e 110 s iot doti  i r y own AA Ar t  .
l l er -   

Fur t h ez  ' or e 1 i ie l l p r a de fo r c e l a.n{ai n   } a v i ,    s u st a ir led a h; t f r om

a l on _;- r an  e .  i   .
ht - f i   ht e r ,

3 s i n Fl e e;i `-i :7e pl an e s of t h e 30 . Fi Lh t e r Di vi s i on .

 ,  ea t h er : l s ol a t ed l oo s e c l o u   f i e l  i s a t a r ou,i   l , OGO n,, ot h er wi s e f a i r an d

. c l oudl e s s . Gen e r a l l y ha zy , e s ue c i al l y  ie t   re en $OOr  a n d l , j 04 m.

 sr    in   i v i s i b i l i t y 5     ? t o 10 k  , i
.:  some i n s t an ce s orl y 1 la u t o 3 k3 .

 

i

,
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• 10.
) British Raid on Hannover on lg/19 October 1943

,
( Se e sket ch German Ai r .

Def en s e

appendix 31 

Enett  r Cotrs  i t me<zt

The approach of 300 3ritish bombers was discovered as the points of the

formatioas were about 100 Ian west of the Island Texel at 1828 hours. The bornber

stream crossed the Dutch coast betxeen the Island drneland and Amsterdam an d con-

tinued on in a, -  easterly course between Osnabrueck and  remen into the l  a nover

a r ea .   h,
i l e t he f our m ot or ed borub er s at t acked Han.- over , sma]

_
i i :o sq .:

i t oe el ement s

c onduct ed a di v e r s ?o ia ry rai d on Ber l i n i n at  e f f or t t o di v er t t he Ge rman ni ght -

fighters from the main attack target. The return fli  ts beSan out of the Haal over
 

' a t 202 5 hour s and wer e car x i ed out i n e  ended f orrnat i on bet ween Borkum an d rZot t e rdam

The last report of departure was at 2217 hours.
•

I n adc i t i on t he Bri t i sh xi
.r

For ce co nduc t e d :

1  Sweden cour ri er f l i   h t s  ri a t he 3ka ger rak f r orn 190 5 hour s t o 21 1,.5 hou_r s .

"iui s anc a f l i oh t s wi t h 10 l  .o s ciu i t oe s i n t o t he Col og_i e- Bonn- kachen ar ea wi t h

pe in et rat i on o ccur i ng bet ween D  ki rque and Somne e s t uary be g  n ai ng a t 193 6 hour s .

Deps r t ed v i a t he Schel dt es t uary   by ?.1.1.0 hour s .

  ui s an c e f l i ght wi t h 3 tfo squs t oe s i nt o t he i•Zet z- Lux embur g area bet ween 200t  
hours and 2300 hours.

A : uisaace raid with about 10 }iosquitoes on Uuisburg, penetration effected

vi a t he Sche l dt e st uary be gi nn i n    at 191 5 hour s .

' Iuisance fli ht of what was presumed to be a long-range niSht-fighter over

.
 indhoven and Gilze-P i en between 0005 hours and 0351  hours.

Coastal flights with 2 planes in the Den Heldar-1nkhuizen area from ?055 hours
 

to 2310 hours,

 

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958
;I

-  r-

 
  ùi s ance f li ght s wi t h 3  pl ane s v i a t he I s l and Langeoo g i nt o t he   ;i l he l ms -.

hav en ar ea wi t h bomb dr ops on open t er ra i n dui•i n  t he per i o d f rom 21.1 .5 hour s

t o 2315 hou_r s . r  e t urn f Li ght vi a  Groni  zgen .
 

  A f l i ght t o r e su  ;pl y a geii t s wi t h 1 pl ane .

Approa ch a t 211 0 ho ur s vi a Zi ng  coebi ng, s out haa s t of Vi bur g i  i t h   d  x ea s t er l y

course via  we3ish territory. Pe .ne
trxted German territory again at 2345 hours `

I

southeast of Stolp. Continued fl ig t via Fr. Stargard and Jeutsch Eylau into

i he Schroettersburg area. '
. ,

Rat urn fl i ght vi a Thorn , Koni t z , Rue Ge:7wal da unt i l  0255 hour s . '

Approach an3 return flights at 3,000 m altitudes.

  Altitu ie in the Schroettersburg area: 200 m

•  ttack effect
 

In Hannover: Time of the attack: 2010 hours to 2050 hours.

.
  II omb quan t i t i e s dr opped: 10 0 mi ne bou bs  ,

1,500 High Explosive bombs

• 12,000 stick incendiary bombs •

,
11,000 Phosphorua i

.zcen
diary bombs

I•Sat eri al Dama  ,e : 2l 2 i ui l 3i ng de st roy ed  
 

30 6   uo3t Bui l di n gs h eav i l y dama ged

2 5  Bui l .di   s l i ght l y darna ged

Per so*inel Lo s s es : 29 Dea d

153 wounded

• 12 , 000 hoa el e s s

  :i ,1or da.ma ge t o i ndus t r i al i n s t al l at i on s and t rans por t a t i on f a-
 

ci
.l i t i e s .

,Heavy builds.ng
dama•ge in the out ying districts of the eity.
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r     ;.
l o s i v e b omb s dr ot  Ed on 8 l oca l i t i e s a :  d 2I n t he   e r ]  n Ar ea : l   t11 gY•, p , P

du:Tuny i n s t a   l a t i on s . : o dar.ia ge .

I n t he n.uhr a r ea : 36 IIi   h l; x pl o si v e a nd 1 20 i n cen di a r y ho: b s dr op,   . d on 1 6

l o ca l i t i e s . I n Du e s s el rlor r s t e el pr odu ct i on i n t h e i1u    u st

Tyssen hut was disrupted considerably . ,

.Coreŝ .i tx ient o f t he I . Fl t-ht e r Co r ps

Cou  ni t t ed we r e : •

I n Gb i e ct i v e '•Ii   h t Pu r su i t over 'riann ov er :

1 . Fi   •ht e r Di
.v

i s i on wi t ri 67   ie 11 0 a ri3 ?1z J u 88

 
2 . Fi     t er Di v i si on wi t h 22 I!e L10 and 20 J u 88 a tid 1 Do 217

; . Fi   r ,t e r Di v i si on wi t h   17 i•'e 110 and 5 J u   tII

- t met h o d ov e r i:o l l a nd :I n I ii nuael b et

3 . Fi   ht e r Di vi s  n wi t h 29 i 'e 110 a nd 7 J u 88

Tot a l uor, u.
i t r  ent : 1 92 pl an e s

  u r t h er  nor a o f t h e   0 . _  'i   h t e r Di vi si on ;

?n Ob   e ct i v e .•,i   t Pur su i t : 61  si n   ,
l e en   i n e f i   ht ez•s

  ' a ev er h a z e an d t i e l a c   i  z s ea r ch l i ght s po t t i n ` r ed _ c ed t h e e l f e ct i v ene s sC

of the objective :ii ht pursuit oaerations.

Fh e  Lu s s a s : 3hot  -ia   rn 'oy   ,   'i  c- en  .
i n ed f i   hf,er s :

I n t he IIann ov er xr ea : 7 Za nca st e r s

3 Halifax

1 r our - l:zot or ed bomb er

_ I n t he ' :i enbu r    '-:e s zr a r ea : 1   ,a :  ca st e r

I :z Iii r. s lel b et t :  ;a r      o l l e : 1 f our - mc t o r e i bomh er

I n t h r   ol i -   e    a r ea : 1' f aur - r c t or e   bo.;  oer
'f ot al   osses 11 . bo  'b e:  s •
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, 11.
) Fritish Raid on Cantral Germany on 20/21 uctobar 1943

,
( See s ke t ch ": e r   n t i r i  e f en s e

• aupendix 32)

  e  r Corm i t
!

men t I

Th e hoi i; u s o i a Br i t i sh b ocnher st r ez :  i n st r  :cl   ,-
t il of a r o ut 300 pl an e s s t ooci

a bout l   u  .  1    re s  L o " t h e I sl and Tex el a t 1 fi 22 h our s . '_"h e l o   b e r  ui i t s n av  .ga t e d i

a    ea s t e r l y cour s e i n a r e l a t i v el y b r oa -1 f or r.' a t i on i ni t i al l y i :-  t o t h e    r e;nen -

  1 -L1:i O VOr a Z' e a : ih v r c: t )i e ;, r e t.i a l :i e  i f o r S J ITit ,'
+
,
l II i   .

C
i 0 I1 t 1 i 1l L I "'i   ; v [1 c'.

i  
.
1 L }l t

 
f l l 7 ft  t i l e r e

t h    botni e r f o r r, a t :i oiis sp r  , 3d     e :  si v el y  h ea di :z  i n an ea st er l y a:  d scut :fiea s t e r l y ,

di r e ct i on w-,t i l t h    y r ea ch eci i.ht f   11o 1  n L l i n e : : :e s t Lzn out s ki r t s of   e r l i n -  

Fr 2 il cf u r t   Oci e r - hot t t u s - Lei pz i g-   b  -r   . I t wa s a s s w. =  d t il a t t i;e e   ec:;  a t t a ck ha d

_ 1- e en com-l et s l   1i s i ,zt e r   a t ed du e t o t l e wea t h er . I3omb dr ou s . te r e ex ecu t ed1  ,    "  

but :re r e  +ri d e l ;;  a i s ,  er s ed t hr ou Uh ou t t he c ent r al
.

r z r r a n i n 3us t r i a l ar ea , hi t t i n g
 

a   cong ot i e r t a r   et s }iah e , Le i pzi g , ;?ei s s en f el s , De s sau ,   t ai  da l ,   •r er  en , an  3 ,

  nr_
len , Th a r et ur n i n G   r i t i s h b omb er s al s o oper a t e  l i n a v er y wi d e s    r ea 3 ar ea

  r  .
i ch wa s b or l e r a3 i n t he nor t h by t h e   en e r a l l i n e 11a.mbur   -   ?e s e r ? u end e- 3or kwn,

a cicl i n t h e s out h by t h e gen er a l l i ne Cobur   -- Sch el dt e s t u a r -,  . Ret u r n f l i   ht s

 r ;r .: co  i l et e  i a _
l on g t ize Dut ch coa s t a l ar ea a t 001   h ou r s .

a Br i t i s h b o  lb er un i t ,   rhi ch wa s r epor t ed ab out o 7 km nor t hwe st o f t h e
 

I s l and iTl i e l and a t 2012 hour s , t ur ned a r our-:d be f o r e i   , r ea ched t h e coa s t an d

h ea d ed ho;  e a   a i n . I t may }ia ve Ue es  a n a t t e   lpt ed mi    i 7   un d er t a rd
.n   .

  rthermo re the R r conducted: .

2   wed en cou r r i e r f l i    t s t lu •ou ;h t h e   ka   e r r  :k f r c m 1  3b ho::r s t o 0523 hour s .

_' :ui s an ce f l i   ht s wi t h ab out 2 0 '  o squ i t oe s i nt o t h e Tr i e r - r onn - Col o  i e ar ea f rom

1910 hours to 21 0 hours.

.•
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A fli t into :'olan d with a Liberator bomber via the western Baltic, Pom¢nerania, 

East Prussia into the Ostrow area south of t 3asaw . There the aircra,ft circled at

200 m altitude. The droppiJlg of agants or of sabotage supplies was suspected.

Appro a ch f l i   t 50 1Qn no r t h of St ol p at 2230 hour s , r et urn f l i ght near St ol p auende at

0228 hours. •

Coastal fliGhts with 6 planes in the area around the Island Vlieland and

.
Ijmuiden durin ; the period from 1925 hours to 0005 hours.

Nuisance fli ghts with 2 planes into the Krefeld area. Approa.c
h via lsland

i, o er ee , Venl o at 22 50 hour s . Ret urn f l i ght   f ol l orri ng t he '

s ame cour s e unt i ]. 2310 hour s .

• An agent fl ight with one plane from Italien bases. Approach f'light via Klagenflirt,

east of Linz into the Pilsen area. Return fli
.g
ht via Villach until 0230 hours.

   

- Attack yffect -

Dropped on 1 7 localities were: 12 air al mines
 

2g'j High Rxplosive Eomhs

2,700 Incendiary bombs

37 Phos  horus cannisters

I n Lei i :   'at er i al Dar age : 141 Bui l di ng s des t roy ed
 

71 2 Bui 1l i .  gs dama ged, mi nor danta ge t o commaini cat i ons

  Installations, no industrial  damage

Per s orui el Lo s s e s : 2 0 Dead ' 
  

80 > Tounded

I n t he cou nt i e s i or gau , Bc rna , Gri rmna.,
    ebel n , an d Lei pz i g :

r inor damage to buildings and farms,

• • 21 dead and 8 wounded.
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•
I n : _a ;-̀ Iebu r   : 20G r ou    ds of 1a amnro nut i on d a s t r oyed ,

3 d ea d a l  I     roun d ed .

I n   rnd en : 5 Hz    Y :lx hl o s i t e uor_ b s wi t h no  ?a na   e ,

I ii  ̀ r  : 2 'sIi   h   x pl o s i v e   or,ili s at d 1GG I n cea di a r y '3o1ri    s  r t nout e i l ect .

I n Ter l i n : 2 :;i r h   l o s i v e :  or  b s an d 1G I n cen di a r :-   om   s  •ri t i  n o   a ;c a.  e

C: ri   Oh   L:,y I :i s t a   a t i oa s : 5 : :i  :   i o  l. s , 51 l:i   h i  :xl  l o s i v a Bor: ;; s a    a j J 0

  i c s n di a r  ,; 
ho ab s .

Co:   ; i t , .  t o f t he I .    i   :h t er Cor p s

J c s   '_ 
t e  _,

h    ?a n  -e r o f i ce Por r  a t i on t h e i ol l o  •      t; rre r e co :u, i t   ed :

I .i C;;;,oct i J e ti i ;-ht nur s ui t z i :   .. an t r 3l G;; r .: a lly :
,,

  1 .   i  -ht er   YVi s i on k  t h 6  I :e 11 0 a nd 21  J u 8 6

  2 . i  i ;;ht er Oi vi si on wi t h 2 6 h e 110     d ?.1 
J u 8S

i 3 . Fi   ht e r   i v i s i on wi t,h 11 :•Ie I 10  :..- 
d 1 J u c    

i n pur su i t ope r a t.i o!is £r o  +iol l a n  l :  

1 , i' i nht er   i vi s 3
.on wi

.t h 1 'r e 21 9 , 23 1-:a 110 , a  , _i 1 J u    

i n  Ii ,:_ e1L-et ,t  J    e r a t i o:i s il or t h:ve 5t o f   'e r l i n a n   i n lIol l
.  :z  .:

1 , i i : ,lr cer a 
.ti

i si on wi t h
,

1 0 1•:e 110
,

i 1 . r i :-lit c r Ci ti  s i c-xl     t l-  2 5 : . :
11 0 an d E J u r S

';'ot a l Co  r a t i:;c,nt : ?Z :; 1 1.`n e s

   u i t %el :, or e eor  ,ii i;t ed l r  or i t i e 3 0 . Fi F,
ht e r '  i v a

.s
i an : o  ̀ s L  ;-e1 en  .:

i
.n e r i Fht e r s

i  i  :r1    Lo , s e s : 11 T't ini:e r s s ho t doti -r,   y t  . ri n- en   i :i ed  "i
.e

h ; er 5

Crti r    .U; s a s : 9 pl a. l e s , i :i cl u _l i n  ; 2 : ;e 1
.
1G cr ws hacl  3u a t o :i c e f oi s _at  .or 

1 .'  :e 110 c r a sh ed , ca u s e u:  lolo  n   
1 i-Ie 219 cra she d ca.u s e ur  i o ,rm 

5 pl aii e s (CL1 351:1E;, pr oba bl y- aue t o i ce f or nia t i on
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r ur t hermor e : 9 s i n    l e en€i ne ri   ,
ht er s

' otal: 1  planes

'.,'ea
_

t her : Iri Hol l and ', r i   ht , t o t h e ea s t i ncr ea s in ;  ov e: ca s t up t o 1 0  10 ,   n  r 

l i rai t s Sv0 h1 t 0 1 , GG0 m, maxi niun l i mi t s i n   art s around r , 500 r  wi t h

i c e f o rmi n   ahov e 3 , 00 0 m. Vi s i b i l i t y 1+ kr.i t o 10 knt.

 

•

 

•
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• 12.
) British Raid on Kassel  on 22/23 October 191 3

( Se e sket ch Ger.nan Ai r De f cns e

a  , nend i  c 33 )

  nem,y
Comrai t men t

The f o rward e l ement s of aa 8t t 3 c14 ,.  n; t cot  - os ed of about 3U  bo mber s

r ea ched t he cha nne l a r ea a hprox i .  a t e l y 11 .0 kr  we st of   a t he  ;a   ,te at

1$l+l  hour s ,
Fl y a.ng a s out ?  eas t er l ;;  cour s e t    e f orm,a.t i ons cr os s ed abov e t he

>  t ch c oa s t bet ? reen Kat   ri.
j  : and Sc hel d : e s t ua.r ;r, and mo v ed i nt o t he Dui s bur g-

Co l
.ogn.e - Bonn ar ea , f r om   ,  er e about 60 bo:xber s cont  

.rnaed on v i a Dorf;,mund i nt o

the Kasse  area, The bamber stream flowed southeastrrard, turned southward of

Col agne and he ads d t otea.r
d : fa s s el i n an ea s t er l '- cours e , w? ti l e   sma1 1

`
s eg } nent s s t ear ed t oward Fr a nkf u r t   ia i n wher e t he   ca r r a

.ed out a di ver s  
.onar 

raid, The turning maneuver south of Cologne was not recognized or re-orted,
•

However, reconna `.ssance planes of the l, Fighter D7
,v
ision were able ta de-

termin e the sta  of the raid on Kassel in ti  ie so that the I, Fighter Corrs

wa s a bl e t o l au nch t he ma,s s of i.t s ni.  ht f i ght er s in ob j e ct i v e nur s s i t above

t he c i t y , The br i
.
t i s h f or c es depart ed b eg  

_nn   r  g a t ? 0 ^? ! our s f r om t he Ka s s el
.

a re  .. wi t h a nort h : e s t er l ,  cour s e rnov 
.ng out bet we nn t ?̂.e i s l a.nd Borkum and

Dunki r rue s nt   .l   rJ01 hour s , z nd f r om t he Franl:f  Zr t / t   in a rea beg i r :: zn   at

_ ?   3 6 hour s vi a t 'r.e Sche l dt es t ua,r -,- . '''he ra i d on Ka s s e l r es    l t ed i n heav. . 

damage , w'  i l e t h e a t t a ck on Frankf urt / P  a i n ca  i s ed onl   l i g ht l    s s e s ,
F arthermore the British Air rorce conducted:

fl mi ni ng u nd er t ak i
.ng w 

.
t,?  s ev er al a i r cr a.f t in t he wa.t e r s nort h  :e s t of t he

 ,s l .̂nds Dl   e l a nd, and Ters chel l i ng f r om 1 9?_  h ou r s t o ?..; 1a '1our s ,
A coa s t al f l zght wi

.
t h about t en `  l anes i n t h e a r ea. Den :':e l dor- Bergen- IIar l i n  vn

from 1y38 hours to 2U1? hours.•
Or.e cou:,r i er f l i ht ea c . t o a id f r on Sbreden   a   ,g ti _. t :  e Sita gerr a C cfi   r i n r- t h e   e  ,_od

f rom   l l    h    u r s  .znt i l   ? l   ho i r s ,
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• :i f ? i   ht f r om t ne  •:e s t e r n Ba l t  
.c ov er Fl c n s l  ir   ,

lrti h  ̀ e]
,r  s :  a ven , Den i 'e l d e r be-

t yreen 2338 h ou r s a nd 0  l o hou r s ,

  Z.i d Ff f ect

I n Ka s s e l :   t t   .cl; t  nie :   01  5  : o   r s unt  1 <13   hou r s ,____._._..
DFa e r rii n ed. bomb   u   t  

.
t 7

_es : ,-_
bou t " ,     0 r      e ?,nd hi   i ex _  l   s i ve bombs

a bou t   D0 , 0  s t  
_c

':  an d nh o s - '  or    s  
.n -

ce:  d .: iY- ba ; bs .

Ver  T    _ea v, 
de s t r zct  

_•-,n
t '  r o .   - '-o, it t  i   er 4 i r e mi n  

_c
i -=  1   r ea ,

Gr ea t dnt dssna re t o ca L̂̂ e r c e a nd co !̂  n n  
.ca t i on

: e r s or.n  .l L  s s e s : a bo i t " , :      dea d aT d 1   f  , ODC  hoMel e s s ,

I n Fr a n ' _fl a.r
t f    a i n :   t t a ck t  l  e : ' '  '?1 5 ' o -.r s t121t 71 ? O  fi ':,our s , 

Det e r cxi   i ed b o. nb   uant i t ; e s :   ma
.r e bon bs

  ?!    !i  -'.  e::   l os i v e bo   bs

6
, C  0 st i

.c
t:  n c end i   .r ;>- borab s

7  C   hos:- no?  z  ' •-     . ' .  _- baiabs

,
 • a e r  

.a
l Dama ge : 1 9 bu i l d i

.n  ; s d es t r oyed

3 s 5 b ;=.
l di  z  s dama   ed

er s on.ne l In s   e s : 9 d ea d , 1     •rou :: d ed , 1 , OC0 h omel e s s ,

I n fi u e r t h n ea r Co l o   n e : 12 h i g:  ex    l os i v e b  n b s , com  a r a t i v el y hea trt   daraa   e 
' ' t o ti tat er wa r k s and t1i t r o  en   l a nt .

Dur i n  t h e a : r r oa ch a nd r et u r n t '1 
_ 

i  t, s of t he b o.: b er s : On ?   l oca l l i t i e s

1 0 hi gh e:  ^l os i ve bo:: b s a nd '' ,   00 s t i c'::  
_nc ei d  

.a r S- bombs wer e dr o ::   ed

ws
.
t h ou t a nv dama.  e i•ror t h rient i oni ng .

_
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• Ce nt of t he I , Fi pht er Cor  , s

Co mn3.t t ed wer e :    

In obiective ni ht vursuit over Kassel:

1
„i ,,_

? i   h t er I
 

h'v i s_ wi t h 7 ? l ie 11C and 2/  Ju 88

2 , Fi   ht er Di v i s   dtn w 
.
t h 2B RIe 11Q an d i 1  Ju BS

  , F_ r Di v i s  
_on wi t h ],1r Ju $$

I n r.ur s ui t
_

onera  i ons f r am [-Io11Gnd :  

  , Fi   ht er Di v 3
.s ~

_on wa
.t h 29 rie 110 and Z Ju $$

In ! i m  el bet t met hod i n i9ort hern Jut l a: d:

?   F    ht Qr Di v i s i on :i ri t h : 1 Ju $$  
 

To t a l Caar  r!=t r  e nt : 1 9 10  : l a ne s

Fu r t :  e _ rao r e i n o bj e c t i v e n i   
h t ? ur s u i t o e e r F  ran ::f u r t /   :a i n :

_
   , r ,Fr om 7 t Fi Fht or Ih v i s   .on . 44 t w1n - en   n ed   Yght e r s

Fr om 3Q. F3
_ 

ht er Di v i s  
.on (304 Fi   ht er   1 

.n  ) : 53 s   ng1 e- engi ne f i   h   er s

Tot al co  mi.t nent  .n t he ar ea of  1i r For c e Conuna.nd Cent er : 291 nl anes
_

Fa v orabl e v i s i
.
bi l -±t  r at :  i rh al t i

.
t 7  de s and   ood  

.
11iL-  r   t i on ot er Ka s s el made

a def ens i v e s '
.c ces s   o s s i bl e f or t h e n i  ;ht f i ght e r f or c e s ,•

E
.ne:r, v Lo s s e s : 3 A bomber s s hot dotyn b,, t t•r  - engi n ed f ;  *Yri.c_•s of i;'Ze i ,

Fi ght er Cor a- s , of  •rh  ch 5 :.  :.r1G  s t e   s i.-:.    '} i   c •, e  i i g , Frank  ùr t , Ve cht a , 1 of -

g e i sma r , an d :'aderbor n ,  

10 Ia.ncasters, 7 Halifazes, and 10 four-3notored bombers in the Kassel area

1  Hal i f aaes near [ Ia.nnovPr , r.ordha:us en,   ii nden, Hol ?.mi nden

2 f our - mot or ed bomber s near [iol zm:inden a nd   i sk i r chen and 1 pl ane , a S  reden•
cour r i er i ,n t he Skager r ak 1 5 tan we s t of t he S  v ed i

.s h coa st

.
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• 8 bo mber  were probably shot dowrt

F  rt hermor e s hot down b;- A.  Ar t i
.
l l e r   : 1 Br i t i sh nl ane we s t of I s l and Amel and

.
c  ?rt Los s es : 5  l s nes , o f whi ch ?

_
1Ie 110 s hot down

1    e 110 f or ce l and i ng due t o dama.ge

1 l- e 11C  mi
.s s i ng

1 J•  ^8 crashed after take-off
2 nlUnes ( ?

_
DO 17 

   :rt hermore : 7 . Fi ght er D;  
.s

i on :   C•  {     '  '   

30
. Fzghter Divi,s

io*t: 8 planes (ô single-eng n e fighters 

,
Tot al Lo s s es i n t he a r ea of .  i r For ce Cor.z  ar.

d Cent er : 1   nl anes
 

Weat er: T '  
, _ _

h
_ _r. .io ..

l and : Increa s i.ng ov er ca s t; of s eve ral l z ;  er s •io t o l t / 10 , Mi -
n imum l i rui t s ar ound 1 , 000 m, ma x ;rn m l i mi t s ar aund 6

, 000 rn t o 7 , 00 0 m 

wi .t h i ce f = ormi .* g beg  .nni ng at , 00   m,
   s t of t he Id  i tie : Cl ea r i ng u  ? t o f ron 1/ 10 t o 4/ 10 , t hi n c l o ads

ar o  nd 3 , 000 m, v  
.s  

.
b i l i t -.- 5 t o 1 7 km,

I n nort }  ern J ut l a nd : hf 10 t o 8/ 1   ovcr ca s '; a round S, OOp m,
: art i cul ar s : Col one l ( r et   (  e  lt ?  er ?a du   , t he f o r  uer ca    nder of t he 5,

 a ght f i ght er W,_ng of t h   1 . F i   ht e r D 
_v

 
.s

i
.on r e nort s a s f - l l ows

_ ' about h i s ca*.  :n i t   ent on ?? 2   Oct obe -/
  r 1943.

•
"The ma s s of t,he c a-:  _

t t ed ti  _ng and -  i n ps e l f wer e on o .:r ti ray
f r a n t he Ber l i n a r ea an d an- r oa ched Frankf urt /   ia i n bef or e i t rras

cli s cover ed t ha t wt wa,s t o be t    e t ar get f or a da
.v ers i onary at t a ck ,

When the raid on Kassel began I and elements of n p wing were lo-
cat ed d-i_3gona l l   cl os e '  o Ka s s el ,  •Ie j  i s t had t o t urn r ; ght t o be

• above the objectit:e, i' iere was no need to issue orders to move

over tne objective since evert- nightf-ghter was close enough to
di s cov er t he ra i.d on Ka s s e l a l r es.d  ,  i n nr ogr e s s ev en t hr ou gh t h e

heav ,-T c l   uds
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•

'

 

•   Fi el d Vi s i t b?  t iie Co m  =.nder - i n- Chi ef of t he L•s f twaf f e

on 22 Oct ober l Ql;3 .

•
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_
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_
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_e

d _
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I ` i _     1
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" i   l i C  
i i u 1 1•
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S T U fl Y " '
, :
9 T O h , V   L U M E I a ,

-   - - - ---- --     .
_ ________._  - ____   ,

Ci apt er v
,

,  

  Dayt i me Evaat   i x 
__,_._.._.r

  Nove  b sr 19   

1.
  surv..y - - -

'     
.

a.
) Amsri can t f f en,si ve Act i vi.t i ®3

    _.,__ _ ______    - - - - ,•
n i t e of xeat her condi t i ons of t en waf aworabl e   or f ]  :  gI ap

purpo sea t he   .meri can si r f orc® canduct ed 8 l arge -   cal e at t ac  sa agai n 

• z • T1ae d  t h of el
t arge  a i t  t he Re .ch 8 t Qrr i t ory duri n.g Ivvvember 19  • P P 

' :howeve r ; wa s confi ned
t rat i o  ,   !t a t he are  of t he Hel i gol and Bi ght ar d  

.  o i  ort h  e-at e  f i

mat pt. Pr esvmabl y as a r. aul t o£ i t s experi enca  gai nod i n Oct ober 1  1    
.

t he   me ri can Co  na  i t  ci. s d t o bav® i t s at t acki r g bomber forc ea e scort ed
.

by f  .  t er uni t s dvx3.ng t hei r
,
whol   f l i ght t o and f rom     e t sucget . Ths .

s scort f i ght ers provi dad cove r up t o t he gsne ral l i ne s B  amsa - Bis 3  -

fe l d - Kobl     . T ae Amsri c tn aei s ct i on of t arget s di d   ot revs al a 

3nt en  i an  .n re spect t o t he ma  .n ef f ort . Owi ng t o i nac  tiarat s bomb  si -

ad,  g wi t hc ut vi au  l ob servat i on of t he gro  nd t l  e ef f ect of t}i e A oo er 
_ .

ar®d t o t he r ece ' mont a. The bo obbomber at t ack s deoreaeed aa comp p   6

re l mase. w3.t hout vi sual obssr vat i on of t he grownd btatt   k by ,msa  a o  
_

rad,®;r cqui p  nt repr eaer t ed an i .n aovat i on f a t hs Amer i can of f e  ,i ve

tactics. . 
.

  '  
- - - - - - - '
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T''r_e

•r..e r   c <:r: r  .  con n- i r s .ir.c e ac t i vi t i e s ov er t :.c  ̀ c i c h ' s t e r r i t or y vrcr e r e l  

t i v cl y ]i r_i t ed , pr ob  .b ,   .  ar  .  cc our.t o f ..e a t r:e z' condi t i on s . . }' e r :r:i n r e con -

n,:.
i s   ^r ee e f i or t e  s d i r   ct ed t o i or t l:- c st er ri    c: r i:: .n y   nd t o J ut l ==nd . t t.e

'
._:e r a.c  :ri o   e r : t i or s o v er t l-,e ca ^t  ;i _, r.        of 1:o11 :sid - :r.,j   e   ; i u. - ', e r e . l s  

..

  l,e - t  ;,i t l-:i r_ :: :o ae r   t e l :: r :i t ::t i on 4 . Cn l y ol  e ^i r, ;1e 1 - r   e - s c   l e :-t t    c   b  ,

f our - en ;i n e : omb e r s -r    s di r e ct ed   <<ti n st t  :r ..-e
t s i n F:c l l  .nd .

b .
) Cor.r_

u
.
t   ;ent of t h e I

. F  .  lt e r Cor    q

  i:e r ti .
d  •:c a t r:e r cond i t i o n s in `:over':Le r l   l,  c onf r ont ed t h e Ger -

r-:an d:  ;v f i   ht e r fo r ce s ' .i t h di   f i cul t ;;r .;bl er .s   .nd ca u s   i c or_ p  : r   t i ve l ;;
I n st :  r t i n   :;u  d l a rtdi n   .

r,e a vv l os  -e r •.:: :i l e t l:e Ge iz..  .n =u cce s s ca .,e r c r.  od er  :t e . '%t he :  r.,4 r i e  :n bor.:fje r
 

ur  .t ^ r::  de u   of t , e • ,e at l;e r c ondi t i a n s i i, r e    r• of  :   e   t Yie r zone : n t i:e

, I sL à d o 1 £%r i t ui n   nd   .  p ed l'ed i r: t i:e a e i cY:' s t e r r i t o r y i'1 ;,   n ;  :b ove t l e
ur i t  

c i oud s . F r i e i l l y f i   ,
la e r     e r e r e l::ca t ed l ,  r ot i n a i:o si t i or: t o

i l y t l:r ou , L t ;,i e lc cl ou d cove r s t o e ri  a4;e i n cor::ba t 4:z;ove t lr.e c l oud s .   u c i 
  y t h e pi l ot s

a t t er.;  ,t s l ed t o l o s s e s due t o i c i r: ; and er ,  c r s r.._ld e - i n con t r ol l i n   t ,.e ayr -

c r ::f t .

'; r,e :; +si c di r e ct i ti e of t l.e : orrl_    rd e r i n L'1,i e f of t il e Luf t   ia i f e

t o  . t t ac 'r: i r. t 'r:e f i r st l i a ce t 'ne eneiny bo  :b e r   .i r c r a f t wa s rr.di nt a i n ed . I n 

- '   r - tiva e     :n de rad   ,
i t   .on , ne , : ,=,u

i d i r:  ;   r zr ci   l e s wer e i  .  ued :,y t he l
.ui~t f f Co

Cer t r c l r ec t or ( Ge r r.: .n :   u f t v a f f e n U :  e r:l   r <<be r t i t t e ) i or t h e cc:.Fl oyruent oi '

t l-.e d :y £i   h t e r f o r ce s . Z'he se  :r i n ei   l e s E .e r e corrar.un i c   t Ed ve r bu l l ;  U;;  '  e -

n e r    l oLer st    ei se t o t l-:e Cor.l r.a r di n   , .:'en e r  l of t lae I : i  ; ht er Cor p s   nd t o

t,   e cor~.    :•  r:d i n  ; t e n e r :  l ^ o l ' t l:c f i   ;i  t e r di vi :; i on s d ur i n  ; u con i cr er e t of

•   i r f c r ce c or.r° :nd er s ti i t k  t   :e Lu £t ::a f f e Col:: .;   n
d er i  ent r a l  ̀ ec t or on b «nd

;  1 ov en _Ue r <<,  }  i n   e r li r  .

Thc s e  ,•u i di n f ;:r i n ci ; l e s .: r   cc : t  ,i ned i n   n er::.r Y i n t i:e w :r di a r y of t l:e
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He a d cxua r t e r s o f t h e I Fi   t er Co rp s   hi ch r e ad s :

• "Gen a r a l ob er s t   :̀e i se de c l a r ed t h at t h e Com<nund er i n Cr .
i e f of t h e Luf t waf f e

or de r ed
ha d     d t o i s s ue , i n vi ew of t he new   er i can of f e n si ve t Uc t i c s ( hi ghe r

G

f l yi ng a l t i t u de s an d st r onge r f i g ht e r c over )
, b a si c d.

i r e c t i   te f or t h e c on-

d uc t of d ay f i g ht er op er a t i on s . a d i f f e r en ce i s t o b ®   .ad e bet ween oper a t i on s

ove r a re a s   :i t hi n t he r a n ge of t h e f i gr.t e r rii r c r af t and ov er ot he r t e r r i t or i E

To n ak e i t p os s i bl e f or t he t wi n - e r gi ne f i ght e r a i r c r a f t a nd t he he a vy f i ght e

gr _ up s t o c a r r y out of f e c t i v e a t t ack s i t i s n ece ss a r 9 t o en ;age t r

e   c or t b e f or e ha nd
en err,y ' f i gh t e r s '  and t o -

di v er t t h em f r our: t,Y .e bon be r uni t s . For su ch pu rp o se t he

l i ght f i ght e r s ar e t o be mov ed in and c on ce nt r  a e d age i n st an e nerrtiy f or naa t i or 

,
 

Th e t wi n   n {  n e f i ght e r s i r cr af t and t h e he avy f i ght e r s t hen ar e t o b e c om-

mi t t ed ag a i n st t he sa   :e en erry fo r rnat i on f r om wr.i c r, t rie e s c or t f i ght e r s had
•

be en di v®r t e ,i by t h e f r i end l y f i gh.t e r a i r c r af t . TY-ie si n gl e - engi ne ni ght f i gk•:-

t e r ai r c r a f t p r ovi de c ov®r f o r t r,e t wi n - er.bi n e f i ght e r a .

  'h e Luf t wa f f e Com  3nd e r Cent r a l ° e c t or v i l l p r ep a r a a di r ec t i v e

t o t h e f i ght e r di vi si on s t o t he e f f ec t t r,a t t he en   erqy f i ght e r c ove r }la s t o

b e a t t a ck ed wi t h f or ce s a s st r on g   s p o Gsi b l e s o t hat t he t wi n - en gi n e   ì gh t e

a i r c r a f t can.,
i f po s s i bl e , be di r ect ed i   : ;ai n st un} r ot e c t ed bomber uni t s . 

h'or e ov er t h i s di r ec t i ve  rd.
l l de t e rmi n e t h at , i n c a se t h e en emy ga.i n s a b r eak

 
 

t h r o ugh , i , e , pr oc ee d s i n ea s t e r n di r ec t i on   e yond t h e z r ea of f r i end l y f i gk_
pr a ct i s ed

t e r Pr ot e ct i on , t h e t ac t i c s r  t r.e r t o  ̀   wi l l be   d ®z ap p li ed .

Gen er a l :' c hn:i.d voi cea
, mt s gi vi r  gs a ga i n st t h i a eombat n e t h od whi c r,

pr ov i ded   act i on aga i n st enemy f i ght e r s a s v e l l a 4 a ga i n st en emy b om-

- be r s , si nc s t h e t o t a l st r en gt h of t he d ay f i gr.t e r f or ce s ava .
i l abl ® at t h e t '

  '

  a s t oo l imi t ed . "
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The d ep l oyment of t he da y f i gh t ar f o r c e s i n t h e se c t or o f t he I F̀i ght ®

Co rp s wa s cr.a t  ed by t he f ol l owi n g t r an s f e r s i
.n

Novembe r 191+3  

.
Zhe a.

irfields located near the coast in Holland were evecuated by the

f i ght e r fo r c e s . The    i t h dr awn i  gr t e r   oup s • . er e now s t a t i on ed i n Ea st e r n

Hol l and an d i n t h e P hi ne a r ea . Thi s t r an s f e r wa s t o matt e i t p os si bl e f or t h e

f  .F
ht e r di vi s.

i
.on st at i oned i n t l: e out p o st a r ea t o a s cer,:bl e i n t he a i r up t o

p r evi o u s l ,y
combat :zl t i t ude v i t hout be i n g ''en ga 6ed i n comLat   i t h ene ,, f i ght e r s  o  os  e.

Ttivo gr ou p s of
•   z® zbt h Twi n E n   .ne Fi gl: t e r ti  i ng we re t r an s f e r r ed i nt o t r.e a r ea of

}ia nn over , ou t si d e t he r an ge of t h e A  .e r i c r n f i gh t er a i r c r a f t . The l s t Gr oupf

  z 6t r, Tzwi n E ng  ne Fi ght e r V i ng rrd s t r an s f e r r ed t o t he a i r f i e l d of Gr ov e i n

  e nm•: s k an d tiva s t o be r eady f o r couIIni t rr ,ent bomb er un i t s unp r ot ec t ®d by e s cor t

• f i g ht e r s i n t he ar ea of J ut l an d and t he jWe st e r n Ba l t i c .

c .
)   ùcc e s se s a nd Lo s s ®s i n Novembe r 191 3

The aver a ge t ot a l st r e ng't h of da y f i ght er a i r c r di t i n op e r a t i ona l

c ondi t i on i n Nov emb e r 191+3 wd s l i ka t ha t of t he p r e c®di n g mor.t h .

Tot a l numbe r o f da y f i ght e r a3
.r e r a f t emp l oy ed i n t h e gec t or of t h e I Fi ght e r

_- - _.-- - - - - - - - __- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
  Co r : G i n Novemb er 191  3 : 1877 a i r c r af t .

Tot a l l os se s of ai r c r a f t i n t he se ct or of t h e I Fi ght e r Cor p s i n Nov ernbe r

----------    ____     _ ----------- -----------------    .   
1 94 3   121+ ai r c r a f t wr.i ch i s 6

,
6   of t he t ot a l e f f or t .

__  _ ---------------- ------------------   ______

Ln en y l o s 9e s over t h e Rei ch   s t e r r i t or y i n t r,s s e c t or of t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s

----- ----- ---- -- -----------  __    - ___________________...
' i n Nov e•mbe r 191  3 : 1 ; 5 a i r c r a f t r.ot i nc l ud i ng t h o se a i r c r a f t sh ot
_

  - r   - -           -  

' dov n by ant i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y .
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Thi s f i  , ur e re  :r e s e nt s a ppr oxi r,a t e l y 3 ;   of t he e Gt i mat ed t ot al e f f ort

agai n st t he ? e i ch   s t e r r i t ory amount i ng t o about 5000 ai rc raf t . I n addi t i

t he :   e r i can .
f or ce s had r;r ob abl y sus t ai n ed a great number f o i ndi r e ct l o s -

s e s , c.: us ed by v e at t;e r c ondi t i ons .

2 .
) Day t ir.-_e ẁ en t 5 dur i n g t he Fer i od f r om 1  .0 5 Nov embe r 1943

r .   - - - r - - - r r             -       - -   -     -             -         -     a           N   -    

( See s ket c h : home ai r def e nae , supp l ement 21, : )

Enetr y Ef f or t

The f ol l owi ng. operat i ons we re conduct . d by t he Ar: er i can ai r f orc e :
- - - - - - _...   .., - - - - - - _- - -- _-- - - - - - - -   - - -

  A l a rg e - sc al e at t ack on :' .
i l heLza huve n on 3 Novec be r 191  3 :

Be gi.nni n   +t 11 :37 ho ur s t hr ee ".me 1̂i
.can bombe r uni t s ( 200 t o 300 ai rcr af t )

•
es co rt e :  by st rong f i ght er fo r ce s i nt r uded i n a br oad f ront bet wee n t he

area north of the islGnd of Vlieland and  ergen op Zoom flying in eastern

di r e ct i on i nt o t he a r ea be t wee n   s and   unt e f ro:r  ti rr.er e t hey nr oc e eded i n

nort he rn di r e c t i on t o t• i l }  e l mshave n .   f our t 'r. bo r,b e r uni t f ol l owed at 13 : 0 5

hour s f l yi r   o n t he same r out e .  l f t er t he bomb  
.oad 4 hcid bes n re l e a sed   ri t h

out vi sua l ob se r v a i on of t he  ;-r ound on P i l he l ms t:aven and Ytie s e rmuende t he

' rr:er i c : n bornb er s re t urned , f r om 1J :17 1-:o ur   on , i n Y e st e rn d
,
i re c t i on by  :ay 

t   F '   ' a '   a s  of he  .:e ,,
t r  .   i n i ,,1 r d .

On 3 P:ov e  be r 1y4 3 be t v een l   : l   and 1 5   41 hour s , 1 5 t o 20
Ty; ho on

T
,ype   t  ai r c raf t r el eas ed t 'riei r bomb s be iw,ee n 4 'o en sdrecht a.nd Ant r,e rp .

A bombe r at t ac k on t he a i r f i e l d of ° chi phol on 3 i  ovea be r

19  3 : T'rro   a raude r tmi t s e s cort ed bJ SO t o 100 f i ght e r ai rc raf t appeared
•

3bout 1 5U ld l ome t e r s n e st o f ll e n Na ag at 1 5 :2 5 hour 5 and proc eede d i.n nort r.

e a st e rn di re ct i on i n t o t he  tr ea o f !L -,st e rd .'m. ThE ai r c raf t r e t ux  ed i n nort

 ne st e rr. di r ec t i on f r om 1 5 :4ti l.o ur   on .
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_
Abrn tt !+8 a i r c r a f t f l yi n b si n  ,l y ,  unon g t hcm   0 Typ e Typh oan a i r c r af t ,

appr oa cr ed ove r t he co a st a l a r e a of Hol ] an d .

2 Typ e 2 jo sc;ui t o a i r c r af t f l e w a r e c on n&i s s an ce   a.s si on i nt o t h® a r e a of

  'a nnh ei m and Sp ey er .
 

Cammi t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s
_...  -   - .  _ - -   -   _____

No exa ct dat a r ega r di ng t rle o; e r a t i on s on 3 Novembe r 19l 3 a r e

ava i l ab l e . The Ger r.:.a n f i ght e r f or c e s su s t a i ned hea vy l os se s dur i ng t l.i s

c ot ¢rii t men t ( l o s s e s d ue t o wee t t.e r condi t i on s )
.

Enerc y Lo s se s : En e  y l o s s e s we re not ob se r ved .
- -  - - - - - - - 

3 .
) Day t i rne   vent s du r i n g t he Pe r i od f r om o t o 16 N'ovembe r 1943

a - - - - - - - - -
Not i ncl

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -_ ud i .r (16  bio  r .  e r i can l a r g e - s cdl e   t t a ck s )

( See   ;e t ch : h o .  e a i r de f ens e , rup pl sment 3 51)

Enerr  p Ef f o r t

.     __ 

T he : .rr er i can t ot Gl ef f or t VJa s ext r eme l y l i as t ed . 6   o aqui t o -

bor, be r s r e ne t r a t ed up t o t he b a y of Ki e l , ii ol l arri , ho r t h   Ye st e r n Ge r   a r y ,

,  a nd   el gi u n  u xer:rbour g . Of t hi s f o r ce one  .:o s  ;ui t o- bor. b e r wa a s hot doHn
'

by f i ght e r a i r c r x f t of t h e Thi r d  ' i r F'l ee t Command on 1 4 Novemb 0r 19k3 •

Ab out 26 i.l l i ®d a i r c r a f t o  ;e r at ed ove r t he coa st al a r ea of }iol l and .

Comn i t ment o f t he I Fi ght e r Co r p s
_------- --__--_ _---_---- .

The v a 5 n ot op e r a t i an a ]1 y etrcpl oy ed .

•
Ene my Lo s s e s : Enetz y l os °e s  ne re not ob s er ved .
_____-   _- _

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

_ 7 _

 
  .,

) Dayt i   s Event s duri ng t he Fe r i od f r om 16 t o 28 Nov embe r 1943

( P1ot i nc l udi rig .=:me r i can l arge - s cal e a t t acks )

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 36!)

Enemy  ffort

_ ,   .

The f ol l owi ng ope r   t i ons •r er e conduct ed by t he r me ri ean ai r f or ce :

a .
) A bosnbe r at t ack i n tJ•i e ar ea o f Os l o on 18 November 1 94 3  

Tr r e e Amer i c an bomber uni t s wi t h a t ot al ct re ngt h of about 100 ai rc raf t

c roc s ed t he Ska g®rr al  f l yi ng i
.n nort h- ea st e rn di r ec t i on at an a l t i t ude of

t 1F0 0 r e t e r s . 'The posi t i on of t he appro achi ng ai rc raf t wa s at 10 : 15 ho ur 8

 
150 ki

.l ome t e r s no rt hw e st of Grov. . The ai
.rc raf t v e re o bs e r ved ret urni ng

ac ro s s t he   kage r rak be twee n 12 :00 and 13 :11+ hour s .•

b .
) Two or e rat i o ns conduct ed by bombe r ai re raf t f l yi ng above t he

c l ouda t o Ho l l and and P;ort h-   .e s t e rn Germany on 19 2  ov embe r 1q43 :

An 4  ;er i can bombe r uni t wi t h f i ght e r e s co rt wa s i n t er cept ed bti • r ada r at

11 : 1  . ho ur s a s f l yi ng about 160 ki l ame t e r s yre st o f Eergen op Zo om; t he rada

st ai on s ke  ;t t ra ck of t hs f l i ght c ott  's e of t he s e bombe r s up t o t he ar ea of

•
Fthe i ne . The e acort fi glrit e r s changed t o c ount e r r out e s al re ady a t t he f ron -

- tier of the Reich.
They   aircraft returned via ileelen and Katwijk.

;  t 11 :1 3 hour s , a s ec ond bombe r urm.
t proc aedod f rom t he ar e s

Gbout 1 50 ki l oms t er s v.e st of Den Haag vi a llot t erdan i nt o t he a rea we st of

Dui s burg , Dues s el dorf and ch  nged t o count er r out e s a t 12 :1+j r.our s .

I n t he ar ea of Gi l 2e   i j e n t hi s uni t wa s me t by a f i ght er uni t
•

whi ch had i nt ruded vi a '̀ che l de Eqt va ry at 12 :33 hour s .   ombs wer e r e l ea s ed

ne ar Ds el en , :-out h  n+e st of Twent e , and ne ar   rnhei m.
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c .
) 1 5 Ty pe    :o s c ui t o a.

i r cr  tf t l evr r e conna i s s an ce mi
.a si on s ove r t he . ;

f ol l owi ng a r ea s :     e st e r n Bal t i c , J ut l and , Pro r t h - and Nor t r.-  'le st e r n Ge r paar y ,

h ol l   nd ,
Be1 

.u  ., a nd t he Sa a r a r e a .

d .
) 1' bout 56 ai r c r a f t app r oa ched t he c oa st i n   iol l a r d and Be l gi um:

e .
) A f i gh t e r or rri n e - l ayi ng ope r a t i on wa s ca r r i ed out i n t h e s ea

a r e a of t he Fr i si an i s l and s .

f .
}  l co ur i e r mi s s i on wa a f l own t o S yed e n .

Commi t ment o f t r,e I Fi ght e r Cor p s

w _  _  .  _      _    - - - - -
 

7he corps was not operationally employed.

_ Ene rIIy Los ae s : En err y l o s ge s we r e n ot ob :  e r ved .

Lo s s e a of Fr i en dl y For ce s : Ij on e .

5.
) Amer i can   t t ac k on t h ® Rurir Ar ea on 5 Nov embe r 1943

- -   - - - - - -   r       - r - - - -   - -   - -     - - - - M - -   - - - -     -

(Se e sket ch : home a i r de f e n s e , supp l ®c  ent 3? ! )

• Enerr  y Ef f or t

_w _    _ 

Th e   e r ma n :  adi o i nt e l l i g e n ce r e por t e d t he a s aembl y o f 1 50 t o

550 Amer i c a n bomb e r ai
.r cr af t ov er t he I s l an d of Br i t ai n at 10 : 18 ho ur s and

the begin of the approach flight of the bombers at 12:05 hours. ticeordino to

t he r ep or t s t he app r oa chi ng bocb e r s u s   i t he f ol l o   i ng f l i ght r o ut e :
appro ched

Tr.e .
f i r st v:a ve ; f r om 1 2   21 i ou r s on , f r om t h e   r e a. nor t r of   Ia r rri ch c r o s -

•
sing the coast near B®rgen op  :oom,

t he s e cond w ,ve app r oa ched , f r om ]
..
2 : 3C h our s on , f r oc . t h e a r ea of Ha r -

tiri ch c r o s si ng t Y ,e coa st ne a r Kat wi j k ,
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t he t hi r d ti: :v e f l e . a w   de c i rc l e over t he se a and c ro s sed t he c oa s

nea r Lee uti  Lrde n .

Eac l  w;, t*e  rra s e s cor te d by   t r on    i   ht e r f orc es dur i nb t he i r  :p;:r oach an d re -

t urn f li   Ya s .   .f t e r l :a vi
.ng cr o s s ed t he cor, at , t he Uo  be r ur i t s l. ro ce eded i n t o

t he a re   of   :uen s t e r ,   :e s e l , and ': uppe rt al .
2 he d i f f er ent yr :ve s di d not uni t e

I'om bs we re 3i sp er s ed    11 ove r t l-,e in dust ri al  :re a of ' l he P Yii ne i a:.d and   ,e s t -

phal i a . The bo  ber s l e f t vi a rche 'l de :  st u«r,y   .'raer e t hey rre r e r e t by f i   ht e r

uni t s .

I n addi t i an , t l-.e eneu.y :,i r f o rc e s conduct e d t he f ol i c    i n  oFe r at i on s :

  _ _           __  ._  _____    -   - - - - - - -
 

r r or  Ofi : 1+7 t o Oy :o3 r,our s , 3 T, pe 2'yphoon ai rc raf t co  i .nb f rorc Be r -
41on 

_ gen i l ey    t he co as t uF t o t he i s ]
_  n

d of Vl i e l a nd ._

:  t 08 : 50 l our s , a : i n  l .e ai rc  • +f t penet r at ed i nt o t he . re a of' Te:.-e l and

Le e  r,   rden .

:1t 10 : 1+0 hour s , a re c onn:  i s     nc e  :i s si on tira s f l o tin by  : Tyl e   o s ::ui t o

ai r c r  a t over L̀wol l e , Det mol d t o   ,dnr:ove r  :nd Brdunsc Yi   ei g .

at 1 5: U7 k our s ,  : re conna i s s   nc e ai rc ru i t   f l evr aero s s t he

  ui de r   ea i nt o t l-:e ar ea of Ln sc l:ede .
 

Cor   i t r;ent o f t he 1  i  ,
} t e r Co s   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The i ol l o r̂in  ; ai rcra f t    er e er pl ata ed :

^ ^'  - 11 1 -
    ght er "ai r

cr   .f t
 1he 1 qt    i  ;ka er   i vi si or.    i t h.

t he 2nd i  i   ka e r Di vi s i on v.i t r  ?U5 si n;; ; e - en  i ne atid t ivi n  nz,
i n

S f     ,
Y-a e r Gi r cro f t ,

t he j rd F'i uht er Ui vi c i on wi t h 83 Ci n  l e - er: ;i ne f i Bht  r ai r -

c r af t
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. _  _

, 
.

Total effort: 429 ai arai 

_.  ..______ __... .   -: - -- i - -  -

Tt e Got  nan uni t s wer. engag. d i n f i s.r ce ai r combnt a  er t he s,rt a ot   he3  s

. and Muen   t er by at r ang a®emy oacor't f i ght er f or es s .

Enstny   osse s : 11 ai r cr .a
f t ds i i ai.t e l ,y shot do rn ,

_      ______
16 ai r er af t p r obab],y shot down .

 
 

Las ss-e of Fr i e  dl y For aes : 16 s i r cr af t .
    .- _....._._ - Lo as g e o f p e r s ona ®1 : 5 mi  s s i   s.

9 woundsd 

3 ki l l ed .

  Aeat hs r Condi t i on s : Cl o  dl es s , gr at nd vi si bi l3 t  t Yra m 3 t b 8 ki l omet er s .
_ .._.  _ ._ . _._  

  i gtz  a].t i t ud e vi ai bi l i t y abovs 1  00 met or.s : f r c  30
,

 
' t

.o
 0 kilometere.    

6 . ) Amer i can At t a ck on Rvs]n and Bor  o n 7   ovember 191,3

+     _- -   _____. .  _...  _  ______- ___ .______  _  .._

.
  ee sketch: hoa® air defenae, s pplamant 3 t)

Ensmpr   'f Qr t  

  _ _  ___._._

I n spi t e of bad i l   .ng weat h®r , 100 t o 1   0 Ama  i can bo mbe  ai r   j

  acro ss g
c r af t f l   ng above t h®   l aa da   t he F ril i eb Cha nn®1 cr os ss l 't  e c oa  ti

bet ween Cap Gr i   Naz ar d t he t  e at er   chel de at 10 :Q5 hour a . I r i t i $ l l y , t hs    

psnet r at sd i r  sovit h- ea   t errl c i r ®ct i on i nt o t he ar . r  a f Luas mbur g, T  i er ,

and   ar r br ue cke  ar d , now f '] yi r g i n nor t her n di r e ct i ox , roached t he ars a

of K©a].n ar d Aach en . Ths   f   as f orc e s w®rv a c or t   d by f i ght e r for   e a

t t he ar ea o  ' Br uaa el s ar d Luxembour wher • t ha l at t s r cha  ;e d t flup o g
 

    eounter routeg at 10 5 3.
hours. After scattered bomb re ea:  a o   ©s7.  

• in we 
 t®rn direetl a

Boun, Eusk i r chen , Aar.Y ++  a , aMd I3.
e

ge t he bombe r a r at ur ned "  o t hea r t   e-

of   ' baa  s f r̀ om 11 :Z  Y Onr s on,
  _ --
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i ti ,o   !:e;   ; f _,-

i,t   r   :i t s , c   ;    i st i : ,  ;    i 4; t c ; ^   i r e r :  f t e .: c t : , ::.e t L:.e r e -

t u rn i r ;  f our - e c a;i r :e  .:or.
b e r s ove r Sout l ;e r r  h ol l   ,r:d  .nci ove r   c i.el d e i s t uc:r ;,  .

  he t tivo f i  - a e r u v . t ;; :  t!' ch    e r e t o rree t t t  e bonlb e r s Gpp r o s ched a t 1C:=5

l:o ur c  :cr o s   '̀ cl :el d    1s t u  r ` ar,ci a t 10 :  ' 7 l our s b;  ti   .:y of :,::.G
t e r du  .,   r n -

i.e i . r:, . nd .
r t7s ci.ed e , Ey 1  tC 0 l:ou r s , t r:e l .:s t : r  e r i c<<n uni t   h ;:d l e f t Dut e ri
a nd   ,c r e l e adi

.c-i  eee : ,  r d .
t e r   i t or y '

Cor:ri t r  .cnt o f t i.e I Fi   ht er Cc r r s

i he   t t e!;, %t t o en r l oy f i  ,
ht e r :3i r c r  : f t i n sp:i t e o f r ;. 

i .n a.a d s: o u-

f  :;11  'a i l ad .

_   r_e r !y i os   s :   n  :c-.J l o ss e s  , e r e not ob se r ved .

 

S:e   t t:e r :; or  i t i on y;  ' e ve r cll st r a t d of cl ou d s f r o;   , 00 t o Gi ove 7000 : et e r s .

; n c:nr y <<r e   s r   i n a li d ;  :.•t i
. 

l l y sr!otiti f r  I 1 i n t l',e RuY:r

ar e  !.

7 .
) °.r..e r i c    :z ;̀,t t ack on i. ue c,s t e r c.n 11 ilover..  e r i 91  ;

{See ^ .e t cl  : r.or:;e r i r  le t e r_s e , sup pl eu:er.t 39 : 1

•
  n er !Z7 ?: f f or t

; t 1 2 : 00   lou r s , t h e a s° er::b1 3  of  ; : e r i c :n b on be r f or c e s s out Y:- e ::.  s t

o f t he F r i t  
. s

r! z i r b  : se n  s re co  ni zed f or t he f i r st t i me , l t  w rs o Ls e r v ed

t h a t t Y,e bor.ibe r uni t G  ,e     n t he i r app r o tc r  f 1
.
i   ht  ;t 13 :08 h our s i n t r e

 : e ^t o f l .a r<,:i ct : ::nd fl r eat   ';:_:r r::r  t    . '' v e r :a 1-:und •e d Tv;,e %  oe i n :, e i r c r c.t t e s-

c_  r t ed a  ,   t r on   f ì   ia e r .f or ce s l,e  i;i ed i : .     . st e r n  . r.d s out h- e a st e r !  di r ec -•
t i cn i r.t o t i.e  .r e  n o f 1•uer.s t e r . :; f t e r r e l e  :si n   ,

t r e i r bomb 1o  d s ti  i t hout

vi s u: l ob :  r va t i on of t he   r ound t Y;e of f en se ur i.
t s r e t ur ned , f r oYa i 1  : 00

r o ur ^ on , i n   ,e st e r n di r ec t i on v  .a   c 'r.e l de '  :   t u ur   - .
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To p r ovi d e c ov e r f o r t he r e t ur n i ng bop b er a i r c r a f t ,   r;e r i ca n f i   ht e r un.

i t s

pene t r a t ed , a t 11  : 10 ho ur a , ac ro s s Sch e l d e i:st u a r y an d ruet t h e b on .be r s i n

t h e a r e a of : mn:e r i.c     .
2 he l cis t ai r c: r -d i t l e f t t  :e coa 5t at 1 5   00 hour s .

  .or eover ,
b Zy  e :  o aqui t o a i r c r a f t i nt r ud ed , f l yi n  at a l ow ai -

t i t ud e , a t l fi : 3g hour s vi a t he i s l a nd o f r Lel   :nd i nt o t he a r e a of t or t h er n

Hol l a nd   i wr,er e t k.ey c i r cl ed in t t-,e aa.r sp ace .
Ue gi ruii .n   a t 17 ' 00 h ou r a ,

t hey l e f t by wa y of Les uwa r den .

Commi t ment o f t h e 1 Fi   ht s r Co r p s
.__._._._- - - - - - - - - - - - -     ,   _

Owing to ba3 weather condition s only snall elements of th® 2nd 

and 3 r d Fi ht e r Di vi s i on s we re o e r s t i on a l l e  . l o ed .g P Y P Y

  Z'ot a l   :f f or t : 190 a i r c r a f t .

  nem,y
Lo s se s : 9 a i r c r a f t sh ot down .

Lo s s e s of F r i ®adl y For   ea : 1 0 a i r c r a f t .

Lo s se s o f Fe r s ann el : 8 mi s s i n  ,

2 wo un ded .

1'h e l os se s we re due t o i c i n  .
 

j' e at he r Condi t i on s : I n Ho ]1 an d : 5/ 10 t o 10/ 10 e i r r u s c l oud s of l i u i .t ed den sf
- - - - •-- - - - - - - - - - -

t y be t we e n ;0 00 and 7C)00 u:et e r s . Und e r ne a t h , i n t h e a r ea

of the coast and east of the Guider •5ea 3/10 to b/10 cu-

a u l u s c l oud s , l ovre r c z i l in   j 0 0 met er s , uppe r c e i l i n g of

t h e f on   a t i on of curr ul u s cl o ud s u p t o 3000 met e r a , f ]y i n g

  vi si bi li t y 20 ki l ome t er s .

I n t h e R
.e

i c h ' s t e r r i t ozy :   a r i abl e f or ma t i on o f cwnu l u s

c l oud s , 3/ 10 t o 6/ 10 tivi t h i c i n  a bov e 1800 r  e t e r s .
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  a -   :uenst er -   i nde nA1 ong t he ge ner a l ].a.ne e ,.e
l

s ha r p e d  ;e of t he c l oud f or r.:a t i on of t h e b ad we a -

t h er zone e xi.Gt i nb i n t r.e a r e a d j a cent t o t r.e Sout Y,

Ea st v i t h   a der se .s t r a t u s c l oud s f or -

r, i n g s eve r a l l aye r s , l ower ce i li ng i n r a i n 200 t  e -

t e r s , u pp er c zi ].i .n g bet •f  e en 5500 and 6 50 o met ar s .

I nt r udi n g
8 . ) Lar geC cal e Gper at i on of :'.mer i c an :.i r cr af t   i nt o t r.® Heli gol and

- N             N - - - - - - - - ~   - - - - - -   N 1   - r - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - -

Bi ght on 13 h ovember 194 3

( 5 s e ske t ch : home ai r de f en 9®, suppl eme nt 1 0 ! )

• Ene p Effort

Ac c or d i n g t o Ge r man r adi o i n t e l li  ; e n ce r ep or t a Amer i ca n b omb er a i r
 

s dur i . t r.e ae r i od f r om 08   20 t o 1U:00 h our s i n t he a r e a of
c r a f t a ..s e r  b l ed r  .
Th  s E st ua r y an d Nor tVi cb . A bor be r ur i t of t he s t r en gt h o f 120 rl ype Li be r a t o

ai   r a f t l e f t , a t l O:OC h our s , t he I sl an d o f   r i t ,a.i n about 200 ki l v  t e r s
above the clouds

no r t h of Rlor wi ch i n e a st e r n di r e ct i on , c r o s se d t h e Nor t h Sea f l y 'i n g   a t a l t i -

t u de a f r om 7000 t o 8000 net e rs a nd , p r e Gutnabl y Y i t h out vi s ua l ob s e r v a t i on of

t r.e  ; r o und , r e l ea sed b omb s ne ar Fl e n sb ur g and Hu s um.  ':ny e sc or t f i gh t e r s pr o -

• t ec t i n ; t h e b orub e r s we re not ob se r ved .
The bomb e r s l e f t t he t a r ge t a r ea i n

we st e r n di r e ct i on at 11 : 20 hour s and pa s s ed t h e n or t h e r n p a r t of  =e li gol and .

e l emen t s of whi c h had a
The f i r s t  ; t wo   .mer i c an bopb er urd t s   t o t dl st r engt h of 1 50 t o 20 0

Typ e For t r e s s a i r cr a f t wer e , a t 10   30 hour s , ab out 100 ki l omet cr s n or t h of

Nor wi c h and , p r ot e ct ed by s t r on  ; f i ght e r f or e es , pr oee ed ed i n ea s t er n d i r e ct i a

a c r os s t h e i  or t h 5 ea u r  t o t he a r ea o f r   u ghl y 100 k i l o  ;et e r s nor t h of t h e i s
 

• l and of L' or kurn . Tr.e r e , t r:e of f en s e uni t s cha   ;ed t o so ut h - ea st ar n cour s e s t o

r ea ch t he a r e a of Ol de nbur g and . i l he L r s ha ven .
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The r e l e a se of b o  b s v;i 't t out vi s ua l ob s e r va t i on o f t he g r ound i n t }i e a r e a

o i id  c  ' a d ZY+i s ch ena hn ,  
,ua kenbr ue c k , and ile s ep® d i d not se em t o ha v® oe en

i n t e n ded by t he Arrie r i c an Ai r Co  man d , but i t app ea r ed t ha t t h e r el e a se o f
wa s

t h es e b omb s   x s due t o t he f a i l ur e of t h e   e dd o i n   t r ur  ent s i n l oc a t i n o

t h e t a r  ; e t s i n t he f l a t t e r r a i n . Thi s bomb at t a ck wa s g r oba bl y t o be d i r e c  ,

t ed a gai n st  •i 1h eJ.1r Y a ven aga.
i n . Fl y i ng i n a l oo s e f

 or mat i on and i n a br oad

f r on t , t he b o  er s he aded i n sout h   ve st e r n di r e c t i on , l a t e r we st e r n di r e c -

t i on , f o r   r ea' t Br i t a i n . Tiley wer e n e t b y 5 f i ght e r uni t s tiyi t h e t ot r  l

st r en f;t h of about 3 50 1'hund er bo l t an d Li g ht ni n; ai r c r a f t . The se f i ght   r

ai r c r a f t a r,p r oa che d a t 11   00 h our s f r om t he a r e  ; sout h of   or wi c h and met

. t h e b omb e r s over t h e   r gc a r e a of Ul denb ur g , Lwo]1 e , and Ar nhei
.m  Amst e r -

dam, Th e 1 ̂ st b oJllbe r s cr os eed t r e D :t ch coa st i n v e s t e r n di r ec t i on a t a bout

•
13   0 0 r ou r s .

Other yne y Activities

At OB:DO hours, a Ziberatorb omber intruded dt dn dltitude of 6700

n;e t e r s 3 cr o ss t he ;̀:e s t e r s ca e l de i nt o t he a r ea of " oen sd r ec r.t and Gi l ze Ri -

j en . The a i r c r a f t ci r c l ed ov er t h i s a r ea f r om09   20 t o 09 : 56 hour a and   ad e

and er ergency landing near Jordrecht at 10 07 hours. 

Du r i n :̀;
t h e pe r i od f r om 0$ : 5$ t o q :  J O l:our s , l  Typ e   u s t ang ai r c r a f t

Al on 6 t he
ga     f l ew :.

a a l o  •. a l t i t u d e a     odd  codst f r om

F  oek va r. r:ol l and t o Den   :nag .

,  t 10 : 10 hour s , 1  :'  ]l i ed f i ; ht er ai r•c r a f t app r oa ched , f   yi .n g a t a

l osv a l t i t u d e , t he co a st ne a r Be r  en op   o om.•

Fr ora ]1 :1$ t o 11 : 25 ho ur s , 2 s i n gl e - en gi ne aj
,.r c r a f t f l ew al on   t he

c oa st   r om t h e i sl and of ' •a l ch er ®n t o Kat  yi j k .
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F r om 1 5   57 t o 16 :18 haur s ,

l 6 Type Typhoan ai r cr af t ci r cl ed at a l ow al t i t ud 

o ver Schehdo E s t us r9 .

      Ti t r. e.  t o f t h P I    
.z-

ht e:   o. r :.

Tot al Ef f art : 37.l,, s3ngl e- engi n• and t wi r - sngi ne f   .ght er s

.
I n spi t e of bad weat he r condi t i ons t he uni t s c oul d scor® same succeas . The

f ri endl ,y l o sses were chi ef l y due t o i cin g .

Ene  Lo s se s ; 8 ai r craf t de f i ni t e l
,y shot down ,

- - - - ---  
29 ai r cr af t pr obabl y  sl:ot down,

1 Li b er at or - bor;b er made an eme r   ency l aadi ng . 

Losse s of Fri end].y Forces : 19 ai rcraf t ,•
l os se s of er sonnel : 2 IQ 11edP ,

7 ti +ounded ,
12 roissing.

o v er Bri t i sh t e r ri t ory
 Ie at her Cond.

i t i ons : Cn acc ount of t he tiveat }:er condi ti on s `t he  Lme ri e an bo;mber
_   ..._- .._._.._____

units assembled   t further to the North than usual.

Ove r t he Iv'or t h Sea t hi ck showe r c l oud s , uppe r cei l i ng
 

of t he cumul u s f oru  t i on abov e 7000 met er s , hi g  - al t i -

t ude vi s i bi l i t y     ;or e t han 100 Iti .l c  ne t sr s ; over t he

. t arge t ar ea s 6/ 10 t o 9/ 10 shower cl ouds whi ch s om®t i me s

' pe m i t t ed or i e nt at i on by vi s ua l obs ervat i on of t he   c

g rourzl . The empl oyr  ent of f r i endl
,y

f o r  e s was v®r y di f -

ficult because of thick cumulus forr ation of rain clouds
 

On acc ount o f f r equent sho ,ye r s t he ai r c r .i
f t coul d   oc

c i  b t }-s cu   t he cl oud s onl y i n s f ew area s .
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Fl yi ng t hrough t he c l ouds t he ai r cr af t wer®    

e xpo sed t o i c i ng at al t i t ud e s abov e 20 00 met er s .

The upFer ce i l i ng of t he ctuaul us f o rmat i on wa s,
between 5500 and 7500 meters.

9 .
)

:ime ri cs n At t a ck on Bremen o n 26 NoveMber 191+3  

(Re ® ske t ch : home ai r de f e ns e , suppl eMerlt 1a1 1)

Er.en  r Ef f or t

At 0 9 : 35   u 's , Amer i c an bcmber uni t s as s e mbl ed ov er t h.e ar e a

of London and r,ioYwi ch . At 10 :   0 hou r s , t he f i r st at t ac ki ng urLi.
t   g an i t s

• appr oach f l i ght f r om t he ar ea nor t h- ea st of Norwi ch i n ea st er n di r e ct i on

i nt o t he Rei cr, ' s  orna[ t erri t ory . A second uni t f ol l owed at 10 :1 7 hour s .
•

Bot h bombe r uni t s f l ew al ong t he Fri s i « n c oa s t and changed t o sout h- ea s t ®rn

  c our se s 60 re s pe ct i v e ],y 90 ki l omet er s nor t h of Nord®rney . The f i r s t uni t

re ac hed Br eraen by t he di r ec t r aut e whi l e t he se cond uni t f l ew by way of  

t he a  ar ea of St ade . The bombs hi t t he s ec t i on s of t he port and t he rai l -

r o ad s t at i on i n Bremen and t he ai r f i e l d of Del menhor st . The f or ce of dbo ut

  00 bombe r ::i .rc r -  i't l e f t i n we s t e rn dir ec t i on. '1'he uni t s we re prot ect ed by

  e s co rt f i Dht e rs . I n add i t i on , t he y we ra ir e t ov er t he are d o f Ol de nbur g by

e nes y f i ght er ai r cr ;if t whi ch had appro :ched vi a t he   ui der Sea .

Other  nemy Activities
- - - - - - -   _   

2 Type   -o s qu.i
t o ai r cra f t f l   w r econn : i . s s an ce mi s sii.on s ave r t he

ar ea of Saa rbr ue cken . They 1-  d i nt r uded ne  :.r   l ankenbe rghe at 1.2 :,48 1-.our s .

l  r om 1 4 :1 5 t o 1 4 : 59 hour s , a s i r,gl e d l l .i ed ai r e r af t ci rc l ed ov er•
t he ai r f i e l d of Crov e i n Denrr ark .

Corr,  i t raent o f t he I Fi   t e r Co rp s
_   .,._._  _    . .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

, -  ? -

' Tot al Ef f ort : 29 1  si ngl e - enEi ne arid t  ni n - eng:i ne f i ght er  
.rc raf t ._ .  ____

I ieavy losses duo to extraordinarily b :d weatHer, in particular to
the

i c i n  ; ,    e re s u st fl i ned bp '̀f r i e ndl Sr f or ce s .

  ne  r Los ses : fl x   ai rcr af t de f i ni t el ,,v shot down,
- - -  z 

27 ai r cr af t p r oUab l y shot doz +n .

Los ea s of Fr i end l y For ce s : 22 ai r c raf t .
- - - - w - - - - - -   N

Lo s s es of pe r s onnel : 1
,
3 k i l l od ,

5 wound®d,

;  1  mi s si n.g .

• Ne at he r Condi t i o ns : The appro acr i ng ai r c ra f t f l ew al ong a ro ut e l eadi ng
 

through u zone of 5/l0 to q/10 shower clouds   uae 
+ ds
- i n r e ar o f a bad we at he r zone . L  e r c ei l i ng of t he c l o

around 500 meters, upper ceiling from 5000 to 6Q00 me-

t e r s . I n t he coa st a l ar e a s c at t er ed sn c  and s i ®et s how-

era in thunderstor s . Claudless above 6000 meters. Fly-

i rtg t hr ough c l ouds t r.e ai.r c raf t we re ®xpo sed t o i ci ng

above 1 000 ;  et er s . I n t he ar e a of Fsremen at t he t i me of

. th® attack: $f10 to 10/10 cumulus clouds reaching up in-
  t o hi gh al t i t ud e s  rui t h s noti  and sl e e t showerlls ex t endi ng

ovsr largQ areas. Upper cloud ceiling 6000 meters.   e

empl oyment of f r i erui l y f orc e s was hi y dered by showe r s

®xttnding ower large districts in the trea north of the

g ene ral l i ne : ; mst e rdam - Rhei ne - Hannov e r - Re chl i n .

. Si ng l e - e ngi ne an d t wi n - en ;i ne f i ght er ai r craf t c l i mbi ng 

throu the c o s we ' '  1 ud re e  os ed t o st r o ng i ci ng .
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10 .

) An er  i c a n At t a c k on II remen on 29 idover  e r 1 9 +3
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _ .

(See s ket ch : home a i r d ef en s e , supp l emen t l;2   )

Ene u  r Ef f or t

5 eve r al hun d r e d :'u e r i can b o  •b e r ai r e r a f t pr ot ec t ed by f ì .  h t e r f or

.c e s i nt r ud ed a c r os s t h e s ea ar e a n or t h o f t he Fr i si a n i sl ands and ac r os s 1 'or -

t he rn Hol l a .n d and   t t a cked Bre men .

The f ol l owi n g z re re t h e f l i ght r out e s of t he Arner i c an b omb e r f ox ua t i on s :
_  .- .._   _       - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

4t 13 : 2 5 hou r s t he f i r s t uni t app r oac hed i'r om t h e   r e a 1
,
1 p ki l one t ar s   e s t of

  Be rgen op Zo om vi a } :eppen an d Vec ht a t o Br er  en . a t 11, :2 5 t ou r s e l eraent s of t hi s

un i t c han   e d t o c oun t e r r ou t e s ove r Vec } t a .
,

At 1 3 : 2 5 h ou r s t h e s e c ond u ni t app r oach ed f r or  t h e a r ea 1 00 ld l ar. et e r s wes t of

t h e i s l and of Tex e l f l   -i n g i n ea s t e r n di r ec t i on    l on  t h e n or t h er n si d e af t he

F r i si an i s l  nd s .

ht 1 3 : 40 hou r s t l-le t hi r d uni t  :pp r oac hed f r om t h e   ;r e a z 30 k i l ome t e r s no r t h of

t r:e i sl an d o f Te x el f ]
,y

i n{; i n sout h - ea st e r n d i r ect i on .

: t 13   1  5 hour s t h e f ou r t r  uni t app r odc hed n or t h   +ue s t of t he i s ]  :nd of Texe l

: f l yi n g i n ea st e r n di r ec t i on .

The s e corr.l , t hi r d , an d f ou r t h bon b e r uni t s uni t ed i n t he a r ea n  ov er Borkum

and p r oce ed ed vi     Emd en t o r e  ea s e bomb s on I  r emen .  a 1 k : 50 hou r s t he hombe r

ai r c r a f t b e   an t h ei r r et ur n f 1i  ;ht s i n v e st e r n da.r e ct i on . The r et ur ni n g a i r c r a f

c r o a ed t h e ll ut s 'r, c oa s t Uet ti- e en t he i s l and of Te r sc h e l l i n g and Be r g en op Zoom

f l   i .n5 i n a br oad f r ont . At 1
.
1  : 17 }.our s Ame r i ca r  f i gh t e r uni t s pene t rat ed   na sc•

,   c r o s s t he Zu. .
d e r II ea i nt o t he a r ea of  .s s en  :nd e over ed t he r e t ur ni .n,g bombe r s

. The l a st   c l ea yin ;   ,i r c r a f t̀ zvere r e p or t ed a t 1 5 :40 h our s .
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Ot her ; nea  r .{c t i vi t i

.e s
------- ---w  

.
a TyPe l::o s : ui t o ai r c r ::f t , pr e sum abl y on a   re 3t he r re c onnai s sar -

ce   i s si on , a rr i v ed ov e r t he cont i ne nt a t O  : Or h our s near Den Hel der and  

nr oc eed ed uc r o s s t he   ,re u nort h of Osnabr ueck and nor t l  of Braun scpiwei  

  c®¢ j  he re i t chan  ed t o a nort hern c our se t o i l y vi a Lue be ck t o fli e l .

1t 06 :25 hour s r adi o i nt e l l i  ; en ce i nt e rc ept ed t he ret urni n  a i r c r a z' t 30  

1-.i .l omet e r s n ort h of Plorde rney .

,

llt 10 : 31 hour s 2 Tyb e   o s  lui t o ai r craf t c i ec l ed ov er t he are a vf Sche l de Es --

gt uary .

•
Duri tt  t he   er i od f r om 10 : 59 t o 11 : ?1 . r our s   Y o   :os  :{ui t o- re c onnai s sanc e zj.r _

c ra.
f t oper at ed ov er t h r Gr ea of Rot t u  .e r oog and i .mden .•

nt 10 : 52 hour s t en hl l i ed a i r c r a t t r    a ched t he c oa s t  ti e s t of

Den Ila ag , Tne ui r c r azt i nt :̂ u3 ed at al t i t ude s f r om 4(  0 t o 8G0 met er s f l yi n 

i n no rt h- e a gt err. di rec t i on i r.t o t he s ea    re a na  nort h of t he i  e s t Fr i si an

i s l an ds whe re t hey c i rcl ed up t o 1 2 : 55 hour s . Tr.e s e ai rc raf t   re s uwa bl y c ar 1

r i ed o ut a se d r e s cue Li s ai vn .

s Comr.,i t ment o f t he I Fi   ht es Go rp s
-

---------------------------------

  11 day f i ght er uni t s of t h.e l st , 2nd . a,nd 3rd r i gra e r Ji vi si ons

   ,hi ch v+ere i n ope rat i onal c ondi t i on V e rz c o   .i t t ed i n t r.e ur e  : of  sre;. en  .nd

ez  ;a  ed i n c ol  aat under i nc l er  e nt   c  :a he r c on di t i on s . The re ar e no dat a ava.
i -

l a bl e on t he e x act nurcber of a i r craf t e   r l oyed . i he t ot al st r e.  ; t h of ai r -

c r  , f t e n ; l oy ed i s e st i n.at e d at 2; 0 t o ; 0 0 si r  l e - er.gi ne and t wi n - engi r:e z"i  ,
b

•
t e r di r e r :f t . Er_er  f i   lt er f orc e s  rhi ch pos s e s s ed t he {l ocal ) numeri c al

s upe r i or i t y ar.d i c i r.  e f f e ct s cGuSed }:eavy l os s e s o i f r i e ndl y f or ce s .
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Ene  y Lo s s ea : 1J  a i r cr a f t d e f i n i t e i y s 'tlot d own ,
-------------

21  a i r c r af t pr oba bl y sho i down .

Loss e s of Fr i endl y i or ce s : 33 si n  l .e- an d t yui n- en  .ne f i ght er ai r cr af t .
- - .     - .   - -       . - -   N - - M .       Lo ss e s of Per sonn e l : 2  -,i l l ed

,

7 wounded,

.
2 8  i.ss

ing.

W eather Conditions: In the target area 10/10 cloudg in ssveral strata r  ith

icing; lower ceiliri  ?DO to 500  etsrs, upper ceilir 

5000 t o rr000  : e t er s ; vi Gi bi l.
i
.
t y 2 t o 8 ki l or  e t er s .

• 11 . ) :  ler i can At t ack on r.ams chei d on 30   ove  :ber 19k3
- -- ----------- ---_____ _________ 

  (Ses s k et ch : h ome ai r d e f en se , s   pl errasn t 1+3 1)

Enemy Effort

At 1 0 : 3 5 h ou r s a numhe r uf Aic e r i
.can k osc:be r uni t s e s cor t ed b y

f i    t e r 1̂or ce s app ear ®d ab out 1LE0 ki l m et er s •,ae s t of   Sche l d e Est u ar y .

   r.ey c r o s sed , f l yi n  i n a b r oad i r ont , t h e c oa s t bet ween Hoek v an Hol l and

and BlanicenLerghe and , proceedin  in eastern and south-eastern direction,

  r eached t n e a r e a o f Due s s e l dor f an d ft ®  sc h ei d . The bomb l oad s were pre su-

mab l y dr op ped    rYt h out vi s ua l ob s e r v at i an of t he   r ound on Ren s c hai d Grr1 on

the  rea soutF of  :oeln. The escort fi hterG ch, n ed to counter routes over

t h e f r ont i er o f t h e Rei ch . At 1 2 : 0 5 t.our s t he bor.b e r a3
.r e r a f t b s g an t o r e -

t ur n f l ari .n<; i n v e st e r n 3i r ec t i on b cr o s s Schel d e E  ;t u a r y :. s we l l u s Os t e rxi ,

a i't e r a nun:be r o f en e tr,y f i   la e: un i t s h ,d   s s ur  ad t t•.a t a sk of p r ot ec t i ng

t h e r e t ur n i n   b omb er s ave r t f.e :. r e   of  .uchen   ar.d an t w®r p . 

Ot h e r Enea  r a ct i vi t i e s
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:'  t 0 8 : 53 h our s a si n g l e h os qui t o - r ®c or na,

i s aan ce ai r c r a f t i nt r url ed

vi a Den  ̀-e l de r ,   ' epp en , Ol denbur g ,  .;i 1 he ;   sY av en up t o Cuxha v en . Tna ai r c r P.f t

v  a s 1 :st i nt e r c ept ed b y r adi o i n t el l i  ,en ce vahen i t tiva s f l yi r,g 7G ki l amet e r s

we a t o f Fel i   oJ
_and a t d9 : 1 5 hou r s .

.,t 08 :31 Y our s a bo suui t o - r e c onn :a.^ s  ::n ce a i r c r a f t i n t r ud ed vi a  ioek

va n Yiol l  = r d a nd Osn a b r uec l  i nt o t r e a r Ec, o £ Br w n sc r.  ei g and r et ur r ed b y vr .y

of Fh ei n e and t he Zui d er   ea .

At Oq : ob r.ou r s and a t 10 :Q0 r.ou r s r e sp e ct i ve]  1    11 i ed ai r c r af t f l e r
at

a t a l ow al t i t u d e ' a l on   t iie Dut ch c oa st  a  àvc Den h el der ,
.

i
Fr om 12   32 t o 1 2   42 r:our s 10 Type Typ r o on ai r cr af t p ene t r a t ed ecr o s s

t h e i s l and of   +a l che r en uD t o Br eda an d r et u r ned on count e r ro ut . i . 
1 : 03  +

:  t   hour s 20 Type Thund er bol t ai r cr af t app ear ed over t he    e s t er-

schel de .

At 1 1  : 19 r:our s   3c 3 :  l l i ed ai r c r af t c o e:i ng f r om t h e se a appe ared over

t he Dut cY  co a st a t h oek v an Hol l and .

Comnu .
t rrent of t he I Fi   ht e r Corp s•

__________   _  ____
certaia  r̀ i n g t o f r e   u ent showe r• onl y   e l ement s of t he 2r d arid

3 r d Fi   ht e r Di vi  -i on s coul d b e eanpi o  ed . TI-le r e a r e n o da t a avai l abl e on t h e

exa c t t ot a l st r en gt h of t h e ai r c r a.f t c or:.  :i t t ed . Yt c'an b e p r e sumed t h a t i 2 0 t o

1 50 s i n gl e - er  i n e and t ti   i r.- en   i ne f  .  ht e r a.i r c r a z' t we r e en pl oya d .

F.n e  }r Lo s s e s : S ai r c r a f t d e f  ni t e l y shot d own .
  _   ..

Lo s s es of Fr i e nd l y For c e s : !  ai r c r di t .
- - - - - - - - - - - __..._     

  os se s o f p e r s onne l : 2 ki l l ed , 1 wounded , 1+ iai s s i n g
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 ' e at Y:e r Con di t i on s : Ov er   r e a t Lr i t   :i n an d ove r t h e 4ea 3%10 t o   / 10 curc u-

lus clouds and scattered in rear of a bad weather zone.b ecame mor e f r e qu ent
Th e shio  re r s r nd, c l oud s i n c r ea se d ov ar t he c on t i n en t .the
The clouds amounted, in  enerdl, to 10/10 and there were

s c  ,t t e r ed b r eak s i n t he c l oud f or u: ,t i on .
Th e l owe r ce i -

l i ng o i" t he c l o ud s i n t he e  .t en si v a sh o   e r s Vr3s a t 200

t o 400 b et e r s . Lper c ei li n;    f t he c l oud s f r om 5000 t o

6000 met er s ; Lbove t he c l oud s f l yi r  vi si bi l i t y   of

50 to 100 kilometers.

 i  e 4t r.e r c ondi t i on s i n t h e t ake - of f and app r ou ch Gr ea of f r i endl y f  ght er s :
- - - - - - - - - -._  _____  - - - -     _  _.    - - -  ~ -

ext en si v e
I n gene r a l . 10/ 1 0 cur iul u s cl ou d a wi t h sh ower s i n r e a r o f a bad we a-

_ t h e r zon e , sc at t e r ®d b r e ak s i n t h e cl oud f or ::a t i on , l otive r c ei l i n   s 200 t o 1 00

r; eters, upper ceml.
ings in showers 5000 to 6000 meters,

in showers visibility

of 2 t o 5 k i l omet er s . Ab ove t h e c l oud s  ,ood i 1;T  .n g vi si bi l i   g . I n t he c l oud s

i c i n g ab ov e 1000   :e t e r s .

We at he r c ondi t i on s anc  t po s si hi li t i e s f or d ef en s i v e a ct i on ov er t h e t ar ge t :
- - - - - - - -   _.._.    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ 

De f en si ve a ct i on tira s c on si d er ab l y hi n der ed by bad weat he r , i n p ar t i c ul a r b y

  i ci r  t o whi ch ui .r c r a f t f l yi r,; t h r ou ; h c l oud s tive r ® e   o aed ar d by s h ower

c l oud s r ea chi n  up t o ve r y hi gr  al t i t u d es . On a cc ount of t he v a r i   b l e wea t h er

. s i t uat i on , n o ae cu r a t e i n f o rn a t i on on a l t e r n at e f l i ght r out e s co ul d be gi v en
u ni t s Yaa s

wh en t h e   t ook of f . Gen er a l l y sp ea id r  , t r.e r e   a  a t r.i ck f or u at i on

ef c ur  ul us c l oud s r e achi ng up i nt o tii    •  • ;l t i t ud e s s o t hat t he i  e Ar e r i c an

bou:ber units could have neen abl• to orier t tYiemselves by vidual observation

. of the bround only for a very srort   eriod of time. 

J

 

i
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Chapt er tlI

, , , , , ,          -;:    :i .  . sy,  ;  .     r ; -tt-  .r-  ;-  -; -3: .

rvi ght Ti
.nae Eve nt s

________  ______
i n t ;ov ®mb er 19 43
_   _ 

l.) Survey
_    _

a .
} Br i t i s h Of f en si v e Act i on

----------- ---- --._____

The tilea t h e r c ondi t i on s t  rs ch we r e ,on t he aver a ge ,unf av or abl e

f or f l y i n g pur p o se s du r i r  h ov amb er 1y4 3 di d n ot p r ev ent t he h r i t i s h Ai r 
'

CommL.nd f r orr_ cca  t i n ui n g on an undi a i ni s hed s ca l e i t s of f en si ve ni ght op er a -
!

t i on s c ond uc t ed b
,y

bomb er s and Typ e    :o s  u i t o a i r e r ci f t̀ a ga i n st t h e i s i ch   s

t e r r i t or y . Dur i t  e i ght ni ght s , l a r g e - s ca l e   t t ack s on Ger n an c i t i e s rrer e

c a r r i ed out , i. ?o s c;ui t o U omber s c onduc t ed 27 n ui s an c e r ai d s ugai n st t h e nei ch   s

t e r r i t o r y . Th e s t r i ki n   F ower a nd t he ope r   t i ona l c ap a bi l i t y of t he Br i t i s h

ni ght b omber f or c® we r e er  ph at i ca l l y de   on st r a t ed by t wo heav y b ombe r at t ac ks

d u r i ng t wo c on s ecut i ve ni ght s a ga i n s t th e Re3.ch   s ca pi t al eoat ed by rJov erab e r

fog. The nw nerous nuisance raids conducted at night inflicted a considerable 

,
r

ha r a s srnen t on t   e popul at i on an d c  :us ed i nt e r r upt i on s i n t he   o duc t i o  p r o -

c e s s of t he a r tna r.  nt i n du s t r y by t h e   a l ®r t s . VJhi l e t he   :os qui t o- bom-
Br i t i sh

t e r s one r at ed r e€ ar dl e ss of ni gYit t i me vi si bi l i t y , t he he avy   iomb er s av oi d®d

op e r at i on s d ur i ng li g ht ni g ht s .
6 sn a l l - s c al e Lr i t i s h   i n e - l dyi n g op e r a t i on s

c oul d be ob se r v ed .

  b , ) Br i t i sh Of f an s i ve Ta ct i c s and B.ad ar I nt e r f e r en c e
Y - - - -   - - - - - - - - - N - - - N -   - - -   . .   M Y - - - - - - - - - ~

Du r i n g t he n,ji,ght of 1$/ 19 Nov emb er 19  3 , t he Br i t i s h Coaw and
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a t t emp t ed ,   f or t he f i r st t i me , t o spl i t up t he Ge rma,n ni ght f i gh t e r

d e f en sc s by c on duc t i ng an o f f en si v e oper dt i on i n t wo bombs r $t re aw s 3 ; a i n 5t

different targets. The extensive Eritish radio interference was mai.n
taiaed..

An add i t i ona l j an wi n o o f t he Ge r ma n r epor t i ng and con t r ol l i n g r adi ot ®l ep ho n

a ct i vi t i e s v+a s st a r t ®ii .

e.
) Camqitment of the  erman Night Fighter :'orces

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ..  _... 

The l a r ge - s ca l e at t ack s c onduc t ed b   t h e Bombe r Coawa nd a t ni gr,t

v+h en l a r ge a re a s we re coat e d by g r oun d f og c on f r ont ed t he   'e r cr  n t  i ght Fi gh

er Comir a r.d v i t h i r  s ol u bl s p r ob l ems . Ni  ,h
t  a t a ck s und er such r ea t Y,e r c ondi -

 
t i ons o f t e  Mean t a n e ut r al i za t i on of t he Ge r rc  n ni ght f i gta er d®f ens ea ,

c oarp ar a t i v el y
Al t houg,

h i t had b e en p o s s i bl a f or a   g r ea t nu  b er of w®11 t r ai ned ni ght t'i gh-•
t e r c r ews t o t ak e of f und e r c on 3i .t i ons of i n ad e qu ut e gr ound v i si bi l i t y , l a n-

di r.g s     i .r  gr oun d f ag v,e r e t e c r ni c al l y i tnp os s i bl e . Son; et i iue s , t l-ie Head -

o u   r t er s of t h eI F i ght e r Cor p a suc ce eded i n i n s ur i r  t h e c aau  i t men t of e l e -

men t s of  i t s f or ce s dur i ng f og gy n i g ht s b y pr e c a ut i ot  r y t r an s f e r s of ni ght
i n a r ®a s i n

f a
.ght e r un i t s i r. d ay t i me t o ai r f i e l d s    +1-,i ch f av or abl e we a t he r c ondi t i on s

total
c oul d be ant i ci p 4t ed . Howeve r , t hs li mi t ed 'fdur a t i on o f f l i gh t ,   sp e ci a l .

l
,y

  in the case of the  'e-110 night fi ,
hter units, reduced the operational pos-

aibilif.ies of the night fighters considerabl,y,
They had to discontinue their

t o mo s t l y
ni ght ope r  ;t i on s p r ec oci ou s l

ay
 ̀ r e r,c h ai r f i e l d s Vne a r t h e coa 3t and n ot cove r ed

by fog for a safe landing. Generally speaking , the night fighter operatioas
were

i n Novenb e r l ql 3
  n ot   f ec t ed b y l ow t r ai rii   st un da r d s o f t h e f li ght

c r ews , by t he un s ui t a bi l i t y of t h e ai r e r Gf t t yp ®s , enemaq r adi o i nt ar f s re nce ,

• a r d t he i nade c.;uacy o f r acLi o eu;ui pmen t , but V+er e d or i r,at ed by t he un s ol v ed

pr obl em o f l a ndi t  und e r ba d tivea t r,e r condi t i on s . TY  s i n c r ea s ed t h® cr i si s

o f Oct ob e r 191+3 i n t h e f i ght e r d ef e n s e s uga i n s t Br i t i s h ni ght b ornbe r a t t ac k e
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•

di r e ct ed   ai r_st t he I'  e i ch   s t e r r i t o .   

.
Al t hough p r ob r s s s  r ;s   :ade i n e .;ui ppi ng t h e t wi n - engl ne r.i   t

f i ght e r a i .r c r a f t wi t h t )̂.e Typ e Shr 2 ai r b or n e s ea r ch app a r at u s whi ch c ou l d

not b e j an:   ed b y t he eneap , t hi s equi pmen t Y;a s , gs ne r a l l y spe aki ng , s t i l l

ab s ol ut e l y i n adec u _t e . Th e f i r st r ep or t s on t he expe r i en ce s gui n ed wi t h t he

new ai r b a r n e s ea r c h app a r at u s erLLa oye d i n c orr.ba t op er a t i on s ; e re ava i l abl e .

Thi e app a r at u s s:a de i t p o s s i bl e t o l ocat e a.n 3i r b or n a t a r 6et l ri t h out i n t e r -

f e r enc e at di st un ce s d own t o   00 met e r s , bu t i t    .i .d n ot wor k a t shor t e r

di st an ce s . Th e I: aad cu ar t e r s o f t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s i nt end ed p r i ma r i l y t o

e   lui p t l :e l st a nd 2nd Tri   .t r i ght   r   ri ng s   ti h i ch we r e empl oy ed i n t he
,

ou t p os t a r e a of t h e 'r.ome a i r d e f e n s e u1 t r  i } .e Typ e S 1 2 ai r b or n e s ea r ch

ap par a t u s t o b e abl e t c
 

.r e ct t h e s e :ri n g s i nt o t h e Br i t i sh bonbe r s t r e a  .s• s o t h <<t t hey c oul  ,i
a l r e  :dy ov er Dut ch t e r r i t or y   d      c en. :;aa e i n ni ght T;ur s ui .t ope r a t i on s

For t he s ame r e Gson , t he 2nd lyi gr.t Fi ght e r   ii r.g    a s , i n Tdov eanb e r 191   , t r an s

f er r ed vri t h a l l i t s gr oup s i nt o t he s e ct or of t Y:e 3r d Fi gr.t e r Di v i si on and

pl ac ed unde r t he comraand of t l;e l  a t e r . I n op er a t i on s t o p r ovi d e ni ght f i g h-

t e r   pr ot e ct i on t h e Flea d 4u a r t e r s of t h e I :' i g i t e r Copp s emp l oyed

.
 ri t h go od s uc ce s s he avy r adi o be a con s a s poi nt s of d e st i na t i on t o di r e c t t he

• n i  ; ht i i  l l t e r uni t s t o t he a s s er:iol y ar aa s and t o t rie r e   ec t i v e cbj ect i ve

un de r a t t a c l: . I n t r ac la n g t h e  "1 i   ,h
t cour s e cf t ize  3r i t i sh bomb e r st r e 

t r.e ni gh t     t e r c orar: .r n d ti: i s n o l on ; e r d ep en den t on t Y .e be ar i n ,; s of t h e

  a r u  e3 r :::a i o s  _=t S. Ta1  nd a Ue a r i n g on t h e t a r  ,e
t f i n di ng e ._ui pmen t of  

t h e F3r i t i s h c or  b e r s syri t c i  ed on by t i-:e l a t t e r u p on t ak e - of f (TyiJe z ot t e r 3am
a clear

di r ec t i vi t y Le ar i n g s ) mad e i t p o4s i b i e t o  :e ep  t r a c k of t h e en emy f l i ght

• c ou r s e s wi t h o  s i nt e r f e r en ce ar.d  Si t h a r e por t i n g d el a,y o  a f ev; kv .n ut e s .

Thi s c r e at ed t he f ì r s t r r er ec;u :. si t e f or a s y st e::,a t i c emp l oyQent o f t he ni ght

t"i   ;ht e r un i t s by t he ru g ht f i gh t e r commar d .
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d .

) Su c c e s se s and Los ses du r i n g rioven be r 1 91 3

e
I r. I ?ov e  :b e r 19 1+3 , t 'r_e avr

a  ; e t ot <<1 s t r en gt h of ni gh t fi g ht e r ai r -

c r a f t i n op er _t i on r l c on di t i on i n t   .e sec t o  of t r.e I Fi ght e r Carp s aruoun -

t ed t o 2b1 . t  vi n  n   n e f i g}-.t e r s .
- - - - r - - r w w - - -   w - -

I r. i ;ov er  be r 1943 , t h e t ot  a s t r e n gt r: of ni   h t f i g h t er : i r c r a f t e  -
-     - - M -     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

pl oyed i n t r e aec t or o f t he I Fi gx t e r Co r p s amount e d t o 720 t vri n - en gi
.ne f i bh

- --------   _____ _---------- ----- - ------
t e r s of }ti hi ch ab out 5Q ni   t f i r  rtt e r s ti  e r e e: pl oyed t o r e pul s e at t a ck s by

Type   `os   ui t o 3i r c r a f t .

The t ot al l osse s of ni Lht fì  . l
t er ai r cr af t i n t he sect or of t he I Fi ght er   t

•
  r     - -     . . -   . - .  . . - - r - - .  - .   .  w - r . . - - - w     -   .

Cor p s du r i r  ; I'Jovek ber 1j 1+3 auwunt ed t o 21  t wi n- en ;i n e f i  ; ht er ai r c r a f t whi ch

-   w -   . - -     - -   .     - - - - r - - - -   - -

• i s 3 , 1  p e r c en t of t h e t ot al

ef f or t .

  Lo s se s o f t he RAF ove r t h e Rei c h   s t e r r i t or y i n t h e s e c t or of t h e I r i ght er

- - 1 . -   M M - - - - - - - - - - - - - M M -   - - - -   - - .  

Corp s d ur i n g Piov erab er 19 43 : s 3    i r c r  :f t n ot i nc l udi n g t he ai r c r a f t br ou ght

    .           w - - - - - - M   r - - - - - - - - -   - 1 -   - M   r - w -

d own bp si n   l ®  ngi n e   ni gh t i' i ght e r s
  - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -     ._____

 
Of t Y i s n umb er 17 a i r c r a f t wer ® s 'rcot down b y an t i a i r c r a ẑ t a r t i l l e r y .

Thi s f i Fur e r e pr e se r.t s ab o ut 2 , 2 p er ce nt o f t he e st i ma t ed t ot al

e f f o r t of t h e R 1F a ga i n st t he F.e i c ri  s t e r r i t or y   ount i n g t o a bout 3600 a i r -

c r af t .

e .
)   et ai

.l ed I n f or m.at i on
_ .  ______ _______ •

•  +s e a r l y a s i n IJoverrib e r i qk3 t he He ad c,u  t e r s of t h e I C' i ght er CozP f

p l ann ed t o i nf l i c t ext r aor di na.r y l o s s e s on t h e R. ' F by c onduct i ng l ong - di s t a r 

c e n i ght f i .g ht er ope r a t i on s t o pur sue t l: e Br i t i sh bon be r s r e t ur ni r  ov er
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i
t h e s ea an d t o i nt e r f e r e wi t h t h e Br i t i sh l arldi n  ; l  n e uver s over Gr eat

Br i t ai
.n . The s e pl an ned op er at i on s we re t o be c a r r i ed out b y n i   ht f i ght e r

ai r c r  a f t n ot e GUi pPed wi t h t he Typ e Ss  2  
.r

bor n e s ea rcYi app a r a t u s . Thi s

wa s t o b e d on e t o p r e vent t l-,e r.ebv    i r b or ne s e s r ch ap g ar -d t u s f r om f al l i n ;;

i nt o en e  y h  :r d s i n c a se f r i end l y ai r c r r  f t woul d ce s hot d otivn ove r t he
had b earl

I sl a.nd n f h r i t a i n . Th e l an g   li s t unc e ni gh t f i
,g ht e r op e r a t i on v hi ch   oo aioa

pl a nr.ed t o b e conduc t e d und er s ui t a bl e we   .t he r c ondi t i on s wi t Y: a11 ni gh t

f i ght e r f cr ces a vai l abl e an d t h e t wi n - en  i n e d ay f i gh t e r wi n g s , wa s f or

t h e f i r st t i me f or bi d den b y t h e Luf t waf f e Co  an der Cen t r al Sec t or on C
 

r:ov e nber 19 1+3 .
•

The suc ces sf ul ope r a t i op s a  zi .n s t t he Br i t i.s h n ui s an ce r di d s con duc t ed by

• 13o s c.,u
i t o- bo  ,be r s ha d b ec orr  h op e l e s s by n ov  olvi n ; t o t he t echn i Ca l .

i n f e -

r i o r i t y of t hs Ger man ni   ht f i   h t e r a i r c r a f t t yp e s av ai l ab l e . Ther e f o r e ,
t r.e h e ad  _ u a r t e r s of t h e I Fi gh t e r Corp s s ent t h e f ol l owi n g t ®l e t yp e n as s a -

ge t o t lze Luf t wa f f e F i gh Co  .  nd ar,d t o t h e Lu f t waf f e Cammand®r Cent r a l

  ec t or on 1 A' ov emb e r 1  43 : "Si n c e t h e ef f i ci ency of t he ni gh t f i gh t er ai r -

c r a f t of t h e I Fi gh t e r Cor p s i s n ot s uf f i ci ent f or op er at i on s a ga i n st h r i

t i sh n ui s an ce ai r c r uf t wi t h a f l   i ng sp ee d of n or e t h an 500 ki l omet er s p er•

ho aur C c7t nd op e r a t i ng at a l t i t ud es db ove 7000 r.:e t e r s und si n c e t he R  '

c ont i nu ou s l y i n t en si f5.e s i t s n ui s a nc e a ct i vi t i e s , i t i s r eciu e s t ed t k:at

s uch ni ght f i ght e r f or ce s be sp ee 3i ].y a s si dn ad t o t hi e c om  ,-,a nd   a s

ca n be c o  i t t ed u ;a i n st Ty pe   _o Qqui t o ai r c r  .f t  vi t h a good p r o sp ee t f or

successn

• 2 . ) Ni ght t i me   rant s du  i n g t   e   e r i od f r oa 1 t o 11 Novemb er 1943
- -   - w - - - - N   - r   r - - -   -      

  P ' ot i nc l udi n g Br i t i sh l ar ,  e - s ca l ® at t ac k s )

(   ee sk e t ch : ho ce a i.r de f en s e , s upp l ement 1El{1)
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Ene  Ef f o r t

.

I n spi t a of u n sui t abl e we a t h e r con di t i on s t h e Bomber Command
op e r at i on s .

c onduc t e d n ui sa nc e  s   t wi t h l 'o s qui t o - bomber s of Whi ch t h e rr ai.n e f f or t

wa s di r a ct ed aga   n st t h e P u hr a r e a . I t was onl
,y dur i n,  t he ni ght o f 1 t o

2 Novsmb er 191+3 t h at n o I3r i t i s h ai r c r a f t i n t r ud ed i nt o t he s ®ct or of t he I

Fi g ht er Cor p s . Th e t ot a l nu mb er o f Typ e  lo s oui t o a i r cr a f t ob s er v ®d op s r a -

t i ng ova r t h e Rei ch ' s t s r r i t ory a nd ov s r Bel g.i umI i ol l an d .   mong ot ha r ob-

  ec t i ve s , t h e nui s an cs r ai d s v+e r e d i r ec t e d agai n s t t h e f ol l owi n g c i t i e s :

Dui sb ur g , Boc hum, Ob e r hau s en ,   ùe n c h en - Gl a dbac h , Koa l n , a nd Venl o .

  A t ot a l numb er of 13 a i r c r     t̀ app r oa ched t h e Dut c h c oa st a l

ar.a  nd the Heligoland Bight.

- Dur i n t h e n i ht o f t o 6 Ivov ember l C a si r  e Bg g 5 >43 ,   1 r i t i sh

ai r cr a f t , pr e sumsbl y del i ver i   suppl i es t o agent s , i nt r udsd i nt o Nor t her n

Dent  .r k whe r e i t ci r cl ed at a l ow al t i t ud e over t he a r ea of Aar hus .

5 a i r cr a f t se r vi n g a s c ou r i e r s t o Swed en c r os aed t h e Sk ag e r r ak

Cammi t mont of t h® I F̀i ght er Co   s
 

-   N   M         -     r r       - 1   M -      

Th e cor p s ti a s n ot o ;}e r a t i ondl l y es:p l oy ed .

Ens   y Lo s se s : Ene   y l o s sms we r e n ot ob s e r ved .
w - - - - ^ . . .   w

J  
) Ni gh t t i m® Eve nt s du r i ng t he Pe r i od f r o m 11 h overnbe r t o 1 D. cambe r 1943

- -       r   -   w     .       - u .     + -     -   w . r   -   -   w - r w . .. -  

(A1ot i ncl udi ng Er f t i sh l ur ge - scal e at t acks )

_ ( See ske t ch : h on e a i r d sf e n s e , s up pl emer t 45 S)
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•

e Ef f or tEn oy
  ___. 

Ttie 3 r i t i s h D o sau i t o b or:.b e r s c ont i nu s d t hai r nui sance rai ds .

I t was onl y dur i n g t he ni gh t s of 1 4 t o 1 5 ar.d '1:1 t o 22 Nov e,mbe r t r at no ene -

my ai r c r a f t̀ i nt r ud ed .   he mai n af f or t o f t he Br i t i s h nui sance r ai d s wa s di -

r e ct ed   g a i n s t t h e i n dus t : i 31 a r e a of t he Rhi n e l an d and   e s t ph a li a .   iong

ot h e r obj e et i v es , borsbs w®r s d r opp ed on t r.e f ol l owi r.g c i t i e s ; Eo chum, Rhei ne

an d G  rol l e i n }: ol l and . Tv,o nui sanc e a t t a ck s v ere c ondu ct ed aga i nst ber 7i n .

I n add i t i on t o 1:Z a i r cr af t wr.i ch appro a ched t h e co a s t f l yi n b si n  l
.y , a  

Qnly
st r on g a i r uni t c i r c l e d of f t h e Dut ch eo a st ;  wo d i r c r a t  ̀ of t h® c ouri s r se r -

v z c e t o Swaden n e re obs e rv ed c r o s s i n g t h e Sk ag er r a k .

 
Comwi t n e nt of   e I Fi ght er Corp s

•
Th e cor p s wa s n ot ope r at i on al l y ar  p l ay ed .

En er. y Los s e s : En er  l os se s we re not obse rved .

1  .
)  ?i i t i sh At t a ck - on Du®s se l d or f and Koe l n on 3/ 1  November 1 94 3

- r - - - r -   . .   - - - - - - M   - - - - Y - M - - - - r - - w - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

  qR34YS axi  (See sket ch : ho   e :  i r def ense , suppl e u .ent l b: )
.

  Enemy Ef fo rt
     

At 1 8 : 1 5 hour s , t h e f i r s t e l e nent s oT" a bomber s t re r m s e ve ral

h undr ed ai rc ra Pt st r on g   'l ; i n g i n s out h- e a st e rn di r ec t i on re a ched Sche i de

E st ua r y . Over t he a r e a of F ot t e r d um a   :11 par t o f t h e b o r,b er st r e am br an-

e hed of f i n e a st er n di r ec t i on and t he n headed i n s out he rn di re ct i on f or t he

  tak Ruh r ar eu . The nai.n pa rt of t he bo nber st r e ara, pr oc  eded i n a sl ow  y
•

tivi d enin g f o r mat i on i nt o t he a re a o f Due s se l d or f up t o about   0   l omet e r s

s out r_ of h o®l n , The bomb s Y:e re di s pe r sed on Due s s e l dor Y and Koel n . Th a bo  -

  bers
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l ef t f lyi n ; i n a br oad f r ont bet ween     nst e r dam and br u ssel s . Thm f l i gbt

c our ae of t hQ e r er  r f o r ce s c ou l d be a  o z t   c accur a t e l   r r . c ogni zed by Z  rp .

R.ot t e i t la m 3.
i   ct i v i t y b=  ;.  -

an o s .

/   y .   w}     1 .j . _

,

,
/

t  
: :  

l J
: : v   . L

 
. . v L • _

.  
N . L Gi

u

.   - -   .   -   - - -   - - M - r - N

Fro  21
.:
25 to 21:47 hours, a British long-range night fighter air-

c r a f t c ;.r c l ed ove r Ti l bu r g an d Br e da ,

Fr a n 19   00 t o 19 : 30 hour s , a n un_b e r o f Br i t i s h ai r c r  :f t ope r at e   

over t h  s ea  :re a of t r.e i s l a z cl s of Vl i el and  :n d Ter s ct  e l l i ng . Th ey pr e su -

mab l y ca r r i ed o ut a ni n e - l uyi n g ope r ; t i on .

 
Du r i n, 

t r e pe r i od f r om 19 : 0  t o 00 : 07 h onr s   t wo a i r c r af t of t he
t o Swed en

• c o ur i e r se r vi c eVc r os s ed t h e Sk a ge r r ak .

Com   i t ment of t Y.e I Fi ght e r Cor p s .

Th e f ol l otivi ng ai r cr af t wer e e r  pl oy ®d :
_      - - -       _ ____..   _- -     . 

Tv pr ovi de f i  ;ht e r p r ot ec t i on :

l st r'i ght e r Di vi si on : k Type J u 88 ai r cr af t
.    _  _, ..  
2n d Fi gl-it e r Di vi s i on : 18 Tyne J u 8S a i r c r aPt
_  r   _.    _

3 r d Fi  ,Y .
t e r Di vi s i on : ? Tyrp e J u 88 ai r cr uf t a.nd 9 Zyp e   •e 110

a i r cr a f t
To conduct pursuit operations:
- - - - - - - - . . -     - - .   r - - -   r - - - - - -

3r d Fi g -it e r   i vi ^i on : 21  1'yp e l: e 110 and 1 Typ e h e 219 a i r c r a f t

• - - - - - - - - _..._      _

I n   Hi uune l be t t   - t a c t i c s # ove r rlor t he r n J ut l and
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2nd Fi ght e r Di vi si on : ;  Type J u 88 ai r cr af t

---- --- -- _-----_-- - ------

Tot a l Ef f or t : 60 t  ri n - e ngi n e f i gh t e r ai r c r af t

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .  . 

....................................

' Ii ot e : # Hi mr::el b e t t r.i   • t f i ght e r t a c t i c s : t he d e s i sna t i on f or t h e ol d e r t yp e
of night fighting in which each German aircraft waa  vas assigned to a
par t i cu l :;r «b ox    ou si d e of whi ch i t

.wa s ilot aut h or i zed t o op. as t . .

....................................

The ni ght f i g ht er s o f t he 3r d r̀  .ght e r Di vi si on ea pl oy ed i
.n p ur s ui t

•
ope r c t i on s rrer e di r e ct ed i nt o t r:e e r e n  r l:op be r st r eam al re ady over Sch e l de

• E st u ar y . U; ri   , t o we   t r.er condi t i on s , onl y  :  a •t s o f t h e t ot a l   'or c e c oul d , i n

• gene r a l , b e c omm .t t ed .

Enerr y Lo s se s : 1 7 bomb e r ai r c r   i't s i,.ot d o  n .
_.      _  _

  o s s e s of Fr i e r d: y For c®s :  1   u -   g a i r cr   :f t t r yi n g t o l an d i n Vanl o s hot down
    - - - M       -   y   N -   - - r - M

by Br i t i s h l on g - r ang e ni ght f i ght e r s ,
us a r esul t of a

l h e - 1  0 a i r c r a f t c r s shed   p  do pp  b ur n i rtt, en gi ne ,
 

  ieat her Condi t i on s : 4/ 10 t o 7/ 10 c l oud s f o r r.i r  ; sev e r al , t hi n s t r a t a bet we en

1000 and 4000 neters. TGke-off and laading generally.

considerabl.y
hindered by ground huze,

5.
) Er i t i s h Nui san ce   i d on t h e Ruhr . .-r ea a rxl   'i n e - La yi r  Cp er dt i on s ov er t h e

_  _  _  ____    - - - - - _____  r ..    - - - - .  .  _____      _  _    _____ -Ka t t e gat and t he Bel t s on 4 %  I  o venb er 1 943
N - - - - -   - - - - - - - - N - - - -   - - -   - r - N

 
  - - - .  

(See  ketch : home air def®nse, supplement 1 7i)

Ene tr  Ef f or t
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_ .-  e c i ru :i n     t 16 :1; i ou r s ,   0 t o 60 1 o squ i t o- bo: :b e r s , i l ;,ri n   ; a t a l -

t i t u de s l r on: 7U00 t o 9  04 1:  gt er s  .lnd a si r.  conczn t r i c a i r r out e s : e  . aeen Cap

Cr i s Ne z arui V;e s t e r s che l d e , p ene t r   t ed i nt o t r:e i n d u Ut r x  71 a r e a of F 1l i n e l a nd

  :nd Vl e st :  l:a l i a   nd r e l ea se d t he i r b ori:b l oad s on l oe l n , i .eve rkus •  n , Du e s s e l -

d or f , _l ach en , a nd `̀ oli r   en . l Y:e s a s t b o  .be r s l e f t Hol l ar.d oet ti  een   che:Lei i   s -

  t u  : r 4; and U  t end dur i n; ; t r.e   :e r i o3 f r or_:
l y :   ' t o ?0 : >U r:our s .

:':Lout 2C; Lr i t i s h di r cr a f t c ur r i ed o ut :  r :i n e - l ayi n  ; al. :r   t i on over

t h e i:a t t e   a t , ove r t he Li t t l e ana ov er t 'rse Gr e :.t Ee l t . Th e di r c r   t tire re r ecog

n i ze3  tpp r oa c!•.
i r.; ov er J ut i   .r d oe t    ee n Li c;:i ;; or d ur d n or t h o f L sL;;e r ;; du „i r 

t Y;e ;ae r i od f r o,: : 1$ : 0-' t o 1C:1+G ho ar s .   l :e  ::i r cr   ' t l e f t t he r.ii ne - 1 :; i n   Gr ea s

  f r o  : 19 : U; ho u r ^ vi  . t 'c:e : r e a o f Sh     er: v Y:e z•e t iie l  .a
t ai r e r  :f t i e f t a t 2i :U0

h ou r s . 2`he r::rn e - l ay e r ai r c r  :T  t f l e  .  =a :;l t i t ude s o i 2U0 , l OUG,   nd 1 5u U ,:e t e r s .•

  .t 1G:1 9 riour s , a   r i t i s ::  :i r c r  .  t p en e t r a t ed by  •ay of   :i .l  
.e and

Ch  r l ev i l   e -_nt o t he  .r e r  of l ce l n an d r e t u r i: ed :.c r o s s : ch e l d e Est ua r y t o

ur e at Lr i t  .:
i n  a 20 : 50 hou r s .

r r o  1 ; : 1 5 t o 1° : 5: r.our s , a r r i t i s h l oir  - r   n  e r:i   h t f i   ht e r  .t
i r -

c r a f t or e r a t ed ov e r t hG  :r e  Y o l •  c E-:e13e     t u _ .r y  a .d  l l l our   .

•
;a 2; :   l l:our s ,   i:r i t i s h • i r c r di t i n t r ud ed vi  .   er   en op - o on.

in t o t h e  _r e : . of   .i l v ,  r sl.ua rrl-.e r e i t c  
_r c l ed f r o::: : Z :1 C t o ?_3 : 16 hour s . Tl: e

Th e a i r c i   •  t̀ f l evr
Ui r cr  -f t l e f t :  3 : 1  j 'r:o ur ^ f l ,y

i r.  i n l: o.°t }:-   . e st e r n di r ed t i ony 4t al t i t u de s f r om

700 t o 1 j C0 :. et er s ,

Car.  .i t ;:;ent of t h e I r  . ;l:t e r Co r r s

 
:̀t ror.   l:i  ;r,-  :l t i t ude   .Znd s f r or . t 'rie E::.st r  :d u ced t he s ;e ed a f t h e

i nt r udi n ; i y ;  e :_o s  -:u i t o ui r cr s   ' t   .nd E;av e r i se t o t he 1;r e sw.:p t i on t 'r:ct f our -

en   a..n e
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_
b omb er s jye r e app r ouc hi ng .   f t e r a co r r ec t pi ct ur e of t he a i r s i t ua t i on i

.n
of t h e   r d I 

.g
ht trr Li vi s i on

r e spe ct t o i n t z udi n g  ti r cz•a f t i:Gd b ee n f or r  ed , t n e f e    n i ght f i ght er ai r c r ,::f

 lhi cr. h ad t aken of f t o   :ove i n t o t h e i r "Hi m  e l qe t t " - p o Qi t i on s r e r ® or der ed t

l and    e f or e t r e y r.Gd r ea c 7ed t he i r c or.- ba t   t i t ud e s .

i n  'Hi n [ue l be t t ' - t a c t i c s
1'rie f ol l o  yi n g a i r cr a f t    e r e eL:F l oy edY ba i n st t h e zai ne - l ayi n g

a i r c r   f t ove r   en u.u r l: dnd   ch.l e s  tii g - I-iol st e i n :

Ly t he 2nd Fi    t e r Di v i   i on : l b i yp e J u S8 ui r c r a f t

  he s u c ce s s of t h e f ew ni gh t t ì   i t er s r e sul t eci f r om t h e f a ct
hdd

t hat t l  e r a di o s Et s   t l.̂ e r  tda r s ta t i o n s   t n ot b e 6n j   :ed by t h e en e -

• m.y .

• yn emy
-

=o s se s : 7 ai r cr af t

Los ges o f F r i en dl y For ce s : 1  or e .
- - - - -   _._ r   _- - - --- - - -

ti  ̀ e   t r:e r Con 3i t i on s : 6/ 10 t o 1Oj 10 s t r a t u q c l oud s , l o - e r ce i l i n g dr ound SOv

me t e r s , upp er ce i l i ng a r ot:nd i 500 u;et e r s . Un de r n ea t h t he

c l oud s  = vi si bi l i t y of 5 t o 1 5 ks.a,omet e r s .

6 .
) Br i t i s h I :ui s ar.ce 1-t.ai d s on Fe r l i n and on t r e ituhr  ;r e a on l l j l ?_ 

- - - - - - -     _    _  __      _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ____ 7  over be r l oj l  j

( Se e sk et ci7: home a i r d e f en se , s   ,  
l er.  n t Lrb : )

y nemy   f f or t
- - _ .__    . 

b et ti  een 15 =32 a nd 1 1: 1 5 hour s ,   f o r c e oi app r ox i.mat e l y   5   o s -

  c.u i t o   ombe r s c r o s sed t ne Dut c N co d st be t     e en t  en 1-.e l d e r and :'.ms t er d«tz±. Th e 

a i r cr af t p en e t r a t ed i n  a s t er n di r ec t i on vi << t he   ui d e r Sea , p s nab r u ec k , ar,d

Han r,ov er u p t o Ler l i n .  ti nwnb er ot a i r c r a f t   f l yi n    nnl y chan   ed t o
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•

' . -

count e r r ou  e s af t er re l ea si ng t he i r bomb s i n t h® ar ea of Hd.nnover . The ai r -

cr a f t l ef t   t t he br e a of Gr eat Ler ].
i n f l yi no i n a brodd i'ront i n nort h-

we st ern di r ec t i on be t w®en t he i sl annds of Hel i go l and and '  ex e l . The l   ,st s i r -

c ra f t wa s r epor t ed l ea vi n b t he c oa st a t :  1 : 20 ho ur s . About 30   o squ i t o - bomb 

er s pene t r at e d i nt o t he i nduQt r i al ar ea of Rh  
.ne l and and '  +e st pha  i a and r ea-

ched t he a re a o f Yoe l n . : uppert a l , and J ort munde The a i rc ra i"t appr o ached ,

f r om 1 £  : 2 5 hour s on , f l yi n   i n ea st ern di re c t i on acro s s t he c oa st bet wee n

Oat end an d Cahai s . They l e f t̀ in nort hw e st ern di r ect i on acr o s s t he Dut c h

c oast bet tiyee n   st e rda.m and fi l z nkenbe rghe , The l a s t f a et bonbe r a i r craf t wa s

f l s2 n; ove r t he Ch  .nuel c oa st at     1 0 'r our s .

  r' t 20   37 hour s , 2 Type I o squi
.
t o ai r c raf t headed vi a Den He l de

Zwol l e , an d  ?rnhei .r  i nt o t he ar ea o  Dui s burg and l ef t by way of Ti l bur  and
 

s r.d t he i s l and o f 1'.a l cheron . The l a st a i r cr a f t l e f t at 20 :1 0 hour s .

fistween 19:00 and 21:30 hours, a nu ber of Eriti4h bomber air-

er a f t e i rc l ed over Eel   i an and  7ut c1: t e r ri t ory .   he y we re pre suc:abl y car ry-

i ng or sup p l    i n       ent s .

3 ai r er<<f t oi' t he cour i er  s e r  Ti c e t o Swe den c ro s s ed t he Ska   er

z ak    
.u • i .n  t h e per i o d f r om 19 :Ot  t o   y : 20 r.our s . 

.

Co  zi t ment o f t he I r"i aht e r Corpa

'Phe f ol l cx ri n   a i r c r a f t ws re e „ l oy ed :
- - - r _       _  _ _ _...r   - - -

I n "Hi mmel be t t   - t a ct i c s a.g ai n st ai r c ra f t carzy i n  or supp l yi n   agent s i n

1'°ort he rn r ol l a rtd :
 

3r d
_

Fi   ht er Div i s i on ; 1 Type ? e 11 0 :: i .r cru.f t

Gui ded b1  t he   Y"#   :e t hod agai r  rt c our i e r a i r c r u £t f l yi n   t o or i r o a S  eden :
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•

 
i  

  f -.       -     n _r n d i  i   la er Di Ji ci or. : 1 T; 7Fe J u BC al.a 2 l y; e F'„   ,   ui r c r a i t

- - - - - - - - __  ._  .__ 
_   _ _____.-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tot :al Ef f or t : y   i r c r af t
  - - - - - - - -       ._- - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -

i ,r,e   yo s se s : 1 1'
.;-  .. e i , :nc a s t er :i rr; r  ,f t (      r r ` .

:.n   ur ;-ui p l i, i r:,__ a  ;ent s )

  i:ot uc wn .

Los s e s of Fr i e ndl
,y

r or c e s : 1 ;  ;,  :e Fw 1; U  :i r c r  :.
f t c r . .s li - 1   n d ed n ea r  la l b or

I  e a t h er Cond i t :,_on s : 3i •10 t o 7,
 10 ti a r i abl e i or r..a t i on oi c wi.ul u g c l ou d s ,

:  or+e r c ei l i r. 
60 0 B;et e:  s , uc _e r c ei li n.g

  0 00 ii et e r s .

I n t he :s e  -. o_'   e r l ir : ' 1 0/ 10 cl oud s .

- 7 .
)   r i t i s h . .t t  ;ck on   : n i   ei r:: _1z  i' r  -.:atf ur t vn t r e   ;i n on 1''j f l o

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - -   _   _ .     ______ 
•

Y   :,ve r::be r 19  .
j

__   

( Se e sk e t ch : i:oi :o i i r 3ef ei  s e , s uppl ez.en t l  y : )

En er,y   i' f or t
------------

i:ea r i n   s of f r i e nd l s  r ad i o st  a i on s i ild i c .,t ed a s s ei  l  l i ES of

Br i t i sl. bo  i  e r s i r. t r.e :.r ea s ..e st , s oLt i: , a rld so ut Y .-    e st of Lon d an .  

  ,   f t e r ha vi n  a s ; er- b l ed f or a l or  t i   . e seve r . 1 hur;d r ed Br i t i sh n i  ; h t hor  -
'

t e r  ; c r o s s e . t h e -  r.  l i s r. .
Ch arui el . TY.e f i r : t e l eLant s of t he ba   e r s t r ea  

..................................

,   o t e :   '   / 'Y 1/
1:      :I 1 .̂i •
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••e ::c i  ea  :or.u:.e   :a u  :.r•;; at = :' :i U Y.a ur s . Fr a .  i-:er e t i.e i  or:ber st .  e ..r.., _    ri n 

i n t i   ;ht _, •cu,  , , , _:r oceaded i n   out l  - ea s t ert  di j ee t i on i nt o t Y:e  :r e :: of     nn

Y.e i   :   .d i r  - iLC   r t . ;;  :: 1 1 ca et:: e nt   i:ene t r  .t ed ir t u t he a re  . o i :a ut t   ,a r t

; •  -  , ;     c   •.ru- i  e i n: i  r -.  ra•  .'h r  ' vr lnd '..uer . L-ur :. .    t e r ti .i del    3i . _ e r•  i r   - t i:      bo    on   f.  . , .  

t t•e :.  , i t .,   t  .:or:::s , i    i se r :-l ::ut e rn , 4  : : t̂ . .<   i dc l aur i n ; t hc i  er i a3 f r ou:

?  : :  2 t o l c  : ; ; il aur   , t i;e i;orr:ce r ^ l e f t i r, : o   •t 'r:-  . .e st ern cL r ect i on .

_'. ^e colld +-ry .a t ac k   .a t : r; :ed t e c oi i. c i de  r:i t h t he  :_ .i n o  e -

r   t i o n     :s c o . duc t ed L     s : os cui t o - Yor ce o t'    J t o 40  :i rc r.yl t  :;;  ,i n st t Y:e

 :r e   o f  
_uen   er .

_ Tr:e f o   1 a• r̀ n ;; or er   t i ons  - e re , i n _ ddi t  _or. ,
-

cor duct ed t  
-

t i_e p = F_
'

- - - - -         ____...

. . n .:i s ..nc o rai dp    i t i: ;   pe I.a s  _ui t o  •i r cr  _f t on 3e r l i n . i Y,es ,. , ..: 
t hor,:Ler     ,e _•e o;;  e rved _r :;r o::c i.

i t__ :    - •, :.; of : : r   t,e rde  ,   sn -brue c  ,

  nd   - :nr.oti 'er : t :'_0 :y; :  o ur• ;. 3 e , i c .ni n  ;  yt .=1 : 41,. t:our s , t he   ype ? o s  ui t o

 :i rc r . f t  
.e

f t t h e   r e:  af i e rl i n f :., c•
i.n  . i n l. ort h- y:e st er n di rec t i vn vi ..3

F1 be

 ; st uary .

Fr arr. t o
 ic  CX?: 5C   Ol : l l hou  ̂ s ,   ti i r ; l e   rc r :af t i nt r uded i nt o

t he   +e st er s chel de . 

: ror.: Ol ::   t o 01 : 57 r=o  'S, 3 ci n   l a  u-r c rul t i'1e ti  s l oii , t he c o : s t

f ron   Il i e l   .nd t o :'s,. 
t e .•d wi.

r ron: 03 :   j t o 03: 1,1 hour s ,   sin ,;l a  ci r cr  :f t f l e- a over t he s ea

f r o     ?ar l   . t o t  :e :  s1  .nd ot ; 'ex e l . _

S Gor   t i:e nt of t h e I :yi   :t e r Cor i_ =

i ne i o   :;y :.e -_a r_e _ Fe rr..i t t ed t i_e
er.,}.'l a   .er.t o   su.:al l e l er_e nt s or i y .
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The f o l l o   i n    : i r c r a f t wer e e •t, r    l oy ed .

To pr ovi d e f i f  -a ,e r pr ot e ct i on ov er Fr a i  : f ur t
_    _ .    ---------- -- -----------

l s t F•i ght e r Di vi s i on : 27 2 ;̀ p e ; :e 11 0 ar  ?0 Typ e   u 68 a i r c r a f t

2ad  G'i gh t e r Di vi s i on : 6 Typ e 2:'e 11 0 and 1  TyFe J u 6E a i r c r a f t
-     - - - . .. - - - . . - w -

3r d Fi ght e r Di vi
.s

i an : 1F3 Ty pe   le 110 and 'j j yp e J u 88 and 1 T;  e He

2 1y ai i c r uf t

I n "  ii r  l b e t t i - t    ct i c s ov er l:o]l and

  r d Fi gh t e r   i vi s i on : ? Typ e   e 11C?   i r cr : f t
- - -   ..  _...._     __.__

  _ .   - - -         __ ____-

- Tot a l ef f or t :   5 t ;   i n   n gi n e f i g ht ®r a i
.r c r   f t

_

  - - Y N M M - -         - - M - - -     - - - M r - - - -   M   - / r

•
Th e f o l l owin g ai rc r cf'̀ t wer e a ss enbl ed t o pr ovi de f i €ht er pr ot ect i on :

By t h e l s t Fi g.h
t er Di vi si on a t r adi o be ac on 10 : The 4t h Gr oup/   t h h i ght F̀i gh

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   . - - - r + - - -  . .   w -       - r  

'; i n,  f r om t he ayr f i e l d of Br andi s ,

 +t r adi o b ea c ons  ̀hl.
l and 1 2 :The 5t h Pii ght Fi ght e r

_ _  __  __  __    ___._
 +ing from the airfield LrfurtB indersleben,

l  he 1 st s r oup / 2n3 i:i ght Fi ght   r Wi n g f r om t he

• a i r f i el d Ka s s el - f ot h;ne s t en , r  rgl

the 2nd Group/2nd Night righter ' .in
 £rom the

airfield of Guetersloh.

 ?,y
t he 2nd :' i ght e r Di vi si on at r adi o beacon Ot t o : The l st and 2r,d Gr oup s/ 3r d

_- - _- - - - _- - - - - - - - - - - - -   _    _    _ ______
}  i ght    i g 'r.t e r ?,i ng f r om t he s i r Pi e l d of Y i t t mund
haven
v  

  t h e 3 r d Gr oupf 3 r d Ni ght Fi ght e r u '3.ng f r om t he

airfield of Vechta.

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

- 38 -  

 
By the 3rd Fighter Division at radio beacon Ida: The lst Group lst Night

Fi ght er '<<i ng and t he 2nd Gr oup/ 2nd l  i ght r  ght er

Ki ng f r om t he ai r f i el d of l'enl o ar.d

t h e 2nd Gr oup/ l h i ght F i ght e r '  i ng f r om t he a i r -

.
field of Twente.

of the lgt and 3rd righter Divisions
Th e ni ght f i gh 't  r a i r c r a f t Ya s s e nbl ed a t t h e r adi o b e<<con s 10 ar d

Ida v era d_rected to radio beacon Gtto.Durin ;the period rrom 19:2z to

19:55 hours, all units arrived over radio beacor. Otto.From 19:1 5 hours on,

the observation aircraft of the 3rd righter Division operated outside the

areas of Frankfurt on the hain ,
Kar sruhe, and   annheim which were protec-

•
ted by antiaircrdf̀t artillery and recognized the beginning of the attack on

  Frankf urt an d Z_a nnhei m. Tl  a mad e i t po s si bl e f or t he r i ght f i gh t e r co  tand

to di ect the night fighter aixcraft to the objectives under attack in ti
.ma .

A l a r ge numbe r of ai r c r a f t came i n cont a c t Yri t h t,r.e ene   r b itt no enemy ai r -

c r a f t cou l d b e shot down owi n g t o bad vi si bi l i t y .

En et  q Lo s . e s :   ner  l o s s e s  ne r e not ob se r ved .

Los s e s o f F r i end l y : or ce s : b Typ s   -e 11 0 a i r c r Gf t . 2'h r e® o  ' t hem wer e l o s t
- ------- --------- ---  by rciut ual r aBnr,i n   dur i ng t he i an di r  ma neuve r a t

t h e a i t f i e l d   f Bi b  'l i s .

ti   ea t he r Condi t i on s : Va r i ab l e f o r   at i on o f Qt r a t u s cl oud s , l ow e r c ei l i n g z00

r  e t er a, upp er c ei l i ns up t o   500 met v r s . Tr.i ck ha ze f r

the orour  t  up to 1
.
200 neters, ubove this altitude

t hi n ha ze . F  yi n g t hr ou, 
h c l oud s t r e   i r c r a f t we re ex -

.

I 

o sed t o i ci n  - zr om an a t i t e  p b 1 ud of 80 0 c:e t e r   an , n o

moonlight.

In Jutlnnd: Izigh-altitude fob  t 150 meters.
__  , .,r . 
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Speci Gl I nl orra t i on : L:aj or   al t e r EYil e , Cor u;.ar.di r  ,

Of i i ce r oi t l e 2nd ur oup 

l s t t :i  ;;ht r i 7,
r t er .,

i r  ti.a s ki
.
l l ed i n a ct i on dur i ng t he

ni  ; ht of 1  / 1S l  ove:r;be r 191  3 .
h e had bee n 4ti  :rded t he

  ti  ; r.t c r os s o f t I-,e i ron cr o s s   r$ c red
.
i t ed wi t Y . 31

enemy ai rc raf t s:. ot dov+n i n ni ght ope rat i on s and 3 ene -

r  y ai r cr ai t̀ s3 .ot down i n day ope r dt i ons .

Phot o o f I:a j or i  a l t er  ̀:hl e , 1d 11Ed i n a ct i on on 17  1̀8

i: ovembe r 1   1+3
-   ...__ __._ 

  8 .
) Rri t i s h : .t t ack on he r l i n , I:'Gnnr e i rri, zrid ltiur e  be rg on 18  I y iVovembe r

- - - -- - -_____      ------ ------ ------------- -----194 
•

- - -

(See sl et ch:  . o re ui r def ense , suppl e  nt 50 2)

  ne  r Ef f ort
------------

TY:Q radi o rec onnai s sance rec o  i zed i n t i me t  ie  :s sembl y of sev e-

r al hundr ed i r i t i s h bo :.  er ai r cr   f t over t l e c oa st -_1   rea sout h of TY e  ,:as h .

:  t 1 8 : j 0 hour s , t he f i r st bon:ne r s t . e  :m c on si s t i ng of 200 t o 300
 

Gi .r er af t̀  .e f t t he a s s e  ,'ol y 4re::: i r. e a s t e rn di re ct i on .   kt „  •  t,e r cr o s si n€

t he   ut c h c oa st bet }•ye e n   en I:e l de r a.nd .-e r  ;en op Loom   t he ai re ra f t he  i-
ded di r e c t l 3r f o: Be r l i r. . Sc.al l el en ent s br ancY:ed of f :i n di r e ct i on of ; t et t i n ,
Tr e f i r st  +a ve of t he at t acki ng f or c e c on si s t ed of T , rY  e D:os `Ltu t o pdt Y  i nde r

ai r cr  . f t .    Pt e r d r opp i n g t he bomb l o,  de or.  `e rl i n an d St e t t i n t he bo r  e rs

ret ur r.ed in •  .e s t e rn di r e c t i on t o t he t r i t i sr   i
  b tse . .•

 i s ec ond borcber st r eam f l yi n  st rai ght i n s out h - e as t e rn di re c t i on

penet r at ed a c r os s ° c he l de L s t uar ,y
i nt o t he dr e  :s of   Lann'r,e i m an d itiur er  i,Rr g ,
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T.Zc  B+i t i : h ai r cr uf t r et ur na  i n nort hw est ern d,i rect i on fl yi ng i n a

1 r e
br oad f r ont dgt our i ng t he

 
t ar ea i n t he Ruhr val l ey prot ect ad by an -

tiaircraft artillery.

3'h e   r i t i sh ni g  t at t ac k s mdi .nl y hi t t h e nor t h®rn s act i on of

Berlin and the city and port area4 of  annheim and Zudwigshafan.

I n add i t i vn , t he f ol l o: i ng ope r a t i on s },er e ca rri ed out  y t he RAF :
- - - - - - - _______    ________r _   _____

:i nu i sance r ai d wi t h 1 5 t o 20 1 o squi t ob amber s on t he Ruhr

a re a .   r om 1$    }1 hour s on , t he   'o squi t o - bor be r s penet r at ed bet tive ea Be r-

g en a   t op Zo or  z.nd Den Haa g i nt o t he a re a o f   :uen st e r , Es sen , an+d A  en-

chen-Gl2dbach. Beginning at 19:36 hours,
the aircraft return ed on counte 

r out e s .
•

A nui s  .nce r ai d wi t h 0 Z e ` ' t1 yp   .o s qui o az.r c raf t aga i n st t he

Ruh r ar e a ; t h e a i r c r   f"t r e l ea sed b o  •b s on Di n sl aken , Koe l n , Is v erkus en ,

.
Aa chen , and Dui st ur g . Th e a i r cr di t had app r oac h ed vi a R.ot t e rdam be gi nni n •

a t 21 : 51 hou r s .

A nui sz:nce mi s s i on carr i ed c  zt b y a s i ngl e 'l ype I•:o 9qui t o ai r -
t he i s l and of     .l ch e r e n i nt o

c r a f t whi ch i n t r ud ed at 01  : 50 hour s vi a  he ar e a of Na   ur a nd l e f t a t

!   0 5 :   . ; h our s L-  • tira y of St , ,:;uent i n  :n d Somrae Es t u dr y ,

'    o cour lee r mi   s i ons   er e f l own ;  c ro   s t he Skags r rak t o Swe de n

dur i ng t he r e r i od . ' r o  . 1 $   1}$ t o 00 : 08 hou r s .

Commi t ment of t he i st   gh t e r   or p s
_   ..  _

Th e f ol l o  ri ng a i r c r af t vrera •e mpl oy ed :
  ---- - ------------- --------

',  n n i lzt f i ght e r  u.r  ,zi t op er at i on s 
To ape rat e aga i n st  .

  .e
bomber st re am a t t acki nt; Be rl i n ,.

By t he l s t : i ght er  4i vi ei on : 1 ?̀'y l,e J u 8 g a i r c r a f t
- - - - - - - - - - -   ..._    _   .
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•
i n     ',i   e e t t   - t a t ' .l b c i c s i n t he Bi ght of Hel i  ;ol a nd •

By  t h e 2nd Fi gh t er Di vi si o n    
p e t  e 110 an d 2 Typ e J u 8$ a i r c r af t ,

- --------- ----------

i n «Fli mmel bet t   - t act i c s ove r Yol l   ln d :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .  

By t he 3r d F 
. ;

ht e r Di vi si on : 6 T
,yp e   :e i 10 an d 12 Typ e J u $8 a i r c r a f t

,
--____ - ----------- - -   

Tot dl ef f or t : 1 3 t tivi n - en gi ne f i ght e r  :i .r cr z f t
------------- ----------______  .  

O   i ng t o ext en si ve g r o un,d f og onl y smal l e l ement s coul d b e

ope r a t i or  l l y e r pl oy ed . Th e J u- F3 3 uni t s of t he l   t Fi gta a r Di vi si on fr om

  ent r a l Ge r many  .e r e di r ec t ed i nt o t h e b omb er st r . am o ve r t he a r e a of Hanno-

ve r by t h e 11Y": :,e t hod    i n ce t he se uni t s were n ot ye t e au i pp ed wi t h t he R  r-

_ p e SN 2 ai r b or n e s ea r c h a pp ar at u s t i:ey di d n ot c on t a c t ene mpt f orc e s . Tne

- empl oy ment i n  '  :i   e l b e t t   - t a ct i c s i r. t h e   se c t or G of t h e 2nd and   r d

Fighter Divisions r.ad to be chdnged repeatedly arxl eventually broken off

owi n.g
t o s udd en f og a t t h ® a i r f i el d s .

Fa e  y Lo s s e s : 1 Typ e Lan ca st e r a i r cr a f t shot dotivn l. 0 ki l on et e r s v e s t of   :ep
------------

 en.

Losses of Friendly Forces: None,
- w   .   - - - - -       -   - - - -      

S
 'Jeather Conditions: Owing to extensive bround fog,only a sma11 nu ber of
- - --- - - - - ..  .._ 

airfields in the  outr;ern part of the sectors of the

1 st and 2n d Fi g llt e r Di vi ci on s an d i n t he   r e a of t he

........................

h'ot e : #   Yt1 mean s

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



TH IS PA G E D E CLA SSIFIED IA  V E   12958

-   2 -

 
hel i  ;ol and Bi ght c oul d be us ed .

9 .
) Br i t i sh x t t a ck on t he Ru Y•s .  r   a on l y/ 20 l  ov elr,b a r 19 43

N - M - N N N - - ti -   - N     -   - - - - - /   - - - - - - - - .   -   - - - M -    

( Se e sket ch : home ai r def en se ,   uppl u   at 51 : )

 neIDy Effort

_     _ N

The r adi o r ec oti nai s s an ce re co ; ni zed t he d s s ®mbl y o f bri t i s h bom-

be r uni t s i n t he ar e a   nort h- ea st of London a t dn ear l y st age , a t 1 7 =45

h ou r s , a bomber st r eam l ef t t he aas enbl y are a and , i l y 'i ng i n s everal    ave s

ir  a close or3er of succession , proceeded via Schelde Estuary into the indu

t r i ul are G of ti:e s t e rn Germar  r; i t s so ut he rn f l ank  y  s cover ed by a s ma11   o s

` qui
.
t o u ni t . The bor. ber s l e f t , f l yin g i n an ex tr e  e l y l oos a f or  t i on , i n

+
nor t h-  +e st e rn di re c t i on by   ,a y of t he Zui de r Sea . 

Ot her act i vi t i e s of t,he R.  ,F :

During the period from 1$:25 to 20:17 hours, a nu nber of aircraf

c i r c l ed of f Ber g®n op Zoom and ove r t he s ea ar ea of t he ' ,e s t r'ri si an i s l and s
Bri t i s h

up t o nor t ri of A3ordmrney . The h +r i l yi ng a l t i t ude s of t he   ai r cr aPt gav e

ri se t o t h e a s   pt i on t hat t Y .e l at t er we re conduct i n.g a rm.ne - l a    ng ope r a-

_ t i on.  "
 
   Cor .,mi t r  ent o f t he   Fi ght er +  or ps

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -      

Tha f ol l owi ng ai rcraf t  ti ere empl oye3 by t he 3rd Fi ght er Di vi si.on:
- w .  w - . .    -  

i n pur s ui t oper at i ons   j Typ e ]se 11 0 ai rc raf t̀ , an d

i n "Hi nr, ne l bet t ' - t ac t i c s ove r Hol l a na

- and I  or t h - .' e s t e rn Ge rmany : 22 T-,y pe b'e ]1 0 and 7 Typ e   u 88 ai re ra.f t

- _   w   - - - - - N _ M N i r _ -   - - M - r

Tot z l e f f or t : 32 t •tvi n- enp  .ne f i ght e r ai rcr a f t

N - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - N N M
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Eh t en s i v e hi gh - al t i t ud e f og c on si d er a bl y r e d uc ed t he s co Fe of t he empl oyment

o f f r i e r.dl y i or ce s . I nade qu a t e v i s i bi l i t y and b  :d c ondi t i vn s xo r t he u   of

f l a r e e  ,ui p  ent ove r t he t a r g et a re a hi nd er ed t he n i ght f i ght er ap er a t i on s .

EnemS Los s es : !  b ombe r a i r c r a f t s hot d own .
    N   -      

Lo s se s of Fr i en dl y For ce s : 1 Typ e D e 110 ai
.r cr a f t .

  _» ._..., •_    _

Wea t h e r Condi t i on   : y/ 1 0 t o 10/ 10 cl ou d s , l ower c e i l i ng 200 t o 500 met e r s ,

upp e r ce i l i n € 500 t o 12G0 ;:e t e r s , mod er dt e i ci n g i n t h e

cl ou d s , vi si bi li t y o f 1 t o 5 k.i l on;e t e r s .

S
1 0 .

) Br i t i s h :  t t a c k o n   e r l i n on   2/ 23 No v e mb e r 1 9 1+3

- - - - - - - - - - - - - *+- - - - - - - -
, ( Se e s ke t ch : hos  e  s r def e ns e , supp l erns nt 52 : )

Ene   y Ef f o r t
  _  , _  _

No a s se   l y o   ' Br i t i s h uni t s ov e r Gr ea t $r i t a i n wa s ob se r ved .

At 1 '1  40 h our s , t h e f i r st el ement s of a st r on g Br i t i s h boinb er s t re am were

f l yi ng i n t   ght gr oup s i e t we en t h e i s l  .:nd o  ' Texe l and   er ge n o_.: Zoo m.
ian

The b omb er st r e am pr oce ed ed i n f i ve vrav e s i l
,, 

i ng s t r a.i ght i n ea s t e r n di re c

  abov e t he c l au ds i n d wi deni n g f or r.a t i on i nt o t h.e ar e a of Ber li n . The t hi r d

wa ve of t he b oalb er s t r e am b r anche d of f ove r t h e a r e a o f Rhei n e i n pr o ce®ded

i n s out h - e a s t e r n di r e c t i on bs- wa y of Goe t t i r  en i nt o t h e ur ea of Ha l l a t o

a t t a ck Ber l i .n f r om, t h e Sout h . 1 h e boc,b e r s l e f t i n nor t h   ti e st e r n di r eQt i o n

f l yi ng i n  : br o ad f r ont .

uni t s
Se c onda r 9 a t t a ck s con duc t ed by   :os qui.t o   we r e di r pc t ed

 
ag ai ns t Hamb ur   an d t h e e s out h er n ua z•t of t he Ruhr ar ea .   t 1 8 :1+7 'rwur s 

 

t he Typ e   o s qui t o a i r c r a f t ap pr oach ed by tiMay a f Te r s che l l i n.g rn d t he Ea st

Fr i si an i s l a nd s and tiyere over Eiamb ur g 19 : l  ,2 h our s .
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  he ai r c r .:f t   e t ur ned by way o f El b e   ,st ua r y and sea ar ea cl o s e nort h oi  

t he Ea st  ' r i s i an i si and s . TY .e l a st b ea r i r.b w  s t aken on t he a i r cr a f t   rhe n

t h ey :ye r e f l yin g n or t h o f t he i s l and of Sc hi e r monni k oog At 20 : j 9 hour s .
The a i r c r a f t   t t a cki n g t h e   uh r a r e a ap pr oacr.ed by way o f Sch el d e Est ua r y

fror 1?:50 hours on and left on counter routes.

The results of the attack on Lerlin:
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Time of attack: 20:00 to 20:50 houxs.

Hea v y d ama g e , t o   bui l di ng s by i nc er.di a r y e f f ec t i n t he f ol l otiyin g s e c -
.

tion c of the city: Kurfuerstenda.  , Potsda er Platz, Charlottenburg, Tier-

ba r t en ,  ' an sa vi e r t e l , and ''oa bci t . '!'h e p o;  ul at i on of Be r l i n di d n ot exp ec t 

a ai r rai be a  Y d c u 5e of t he b ad  : e a t h e r  
•

4t he r a ct i vi t i e s t •of he $ AF'.
_   _r           - -

.  t 0 4 : 10 hour s , a si n   l e i  r i t i sh  . 
i r c r Gf t cr os   d t h e t er r i t or y

of Sc hl e s wi g b y wa.y of t h e i s l and of i'el l   or m an d p ®ne t r a t e d up t o t he area

of I t zeho e . The a i z c r a f t re t ur n ed a t 04 : 4 5 ho u r s b y    ay of El b e i a t ua r y i n

di r i c t i on of t h e se a .
   

  Coma i .
t cr.ent of t h e .1 .et :  b ht e r Co r p s

____._  ._  __.,.__  .

(h  i r  t o  .ea t he r condi t i on s an s:r.I, l o;  :ent wa G i s{p os s i bl ®. I n t r.e

r  or sv .n g of 23 1°ovembe r 1 943 , t he d nt i ai r c r uf t Ar t i l l e r 3r   r oup Be r l i n r epor -
t ed t h a t 17 ur i t i sl-. bombe r a.i r c r   f t.   i:ad b een sl-:ot d own by ,an t i ai r c r a P 

 _r t i l l e r y . .

  Ener  Lo s s e s : h o ene   r a i r c r :: f t r a s br ou; ht don n b y n i ght f i ght er s .  __       

   ̀e a t h e r Cond i t i on s : Cl os e f or   a t i on of st r at u s c l oud s wi t h i ci ng , l a ti t r
  .  - - - - - - - - - - - --- -
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i    
c ei l i ng f : os 50 t o 300  met sr s , at some pl a ce s t rie cl ouds t ouched t he gr ound .
Vi si bi l i t y tS  1 t o 3 ki l a net er s , f r c -,uent l y f og . Above 3000 n$t er s br eaks i n

t r:e cl ouds an d t;ood vi si bi l i t y .

11 .
) L' r i t Lsh At t ac k on b er l i n vn ?j f   r ovemb er 1 91+3

-   -   r M     - . . - -   M w - -   - - - r -     r -  

(Se e s ket h  : hou  a i r d e f e r s e , s uppl e  ent 53 ! )

En etny Ff f or t
    M - -     - -   - r

at 17 : 1 0 h our s , t r.e f i r st el eracs, t s of a Br i t i sh bor  b er st r eam

c r o s ged t he Dut ch co a st   et vre en t he i s l and of Ter sc he l l i n g and Den h e l der .
mhe ban be r s f l e:; st r a i   ht i n ea   t e r n di r ec t i on t o Ber ]i n i n s e ver a l wtrve s

 
i n el o x s uc ce s si on . Af t e r   r e l e a s i r,g t l-.ei r bo  .b l vad s t hey r e t ur ned i n

was
• tive st ern a nd n or t hw e st er n di r ac t i on . A di ve r si an a t t ack c ondue t ed by ubout

3 0 ] os  
.
t o   a i r c r a f t r hi c h c ro s s ed Schel d e Est ua r y a t 1  : 10 hour s and

proceeded into the area of Koeln and Kvblenz.

I te sul t s o f th e a t t ac k on Ber l i n :
____  .      - - - - - - - -Tisce of attack: Frc  20:00 to 21:00 houra.

Hea vy d am a ge s 3n t he cen t r a l s e c t i on e f t he e.3it y an d i n t.Yie s ec t i on s of jVed -

ding and Gesundbrunnen . 

Ot r.er   ct i vi t i e s of t he R "   ' :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Eet we en 1E :0 7 an d 15 :27 ho ur s , 3 4i ngl e Er i t i sh  zi r c r a f t wa s ob -

served flying across the island af Goeree to aosendal.

At 18 : 10 hour s , a Bri t i s r  ai r cr a f t cr oss . d Ar:rst e r d  ..rn and ci r cl ed
 

over T̀i ,el ahd t he l  e s t er sc hel de .
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. . 
.

F : - t   : l dnr a a numb®r ot Bri tr3.ei  s   .rc rai t :  i ra  ,+ad a rcaa Z  1 6 0 19
_
58 ,  

a l ow sl t i tude   t raen I 3mu3.daa :and t  ie 3s l ar d of Ta    a ud gz*os  b3 jr . -     :
.

  cisss.

.  t 21 :   2 houra ,   Br 
.t i   ai roraf t f l  ri ng i a   e a,iro a o! i    

. .Ft     r .  
  .n Po  exaa i a   sout h- e s rs  orn di r®ct   on x   is   t ere  tt md by rac  .o

!
_- .

i xtt e],
l i ,gencs . TY  .s ai r craf  

_pr ocerd  d i at c  t   s ar sa ? (?   #.l.  aet     s  uo  1  ' at 1K  - 
, , •   n i t   i rs y T    ,   '

  aa r, $  yi ng at a  t udea f   2D0 t o 1   00 mst ar a, a  ,d, : ._
i.   era   . d   '   

. _  . Gr . - .
  3 s1 5   p  a neat  3pi :;ge.

l i z: t ha Gount y of Dramburg i r    tas s ani a,  
 . ,

- -
6  fi  t oi t he     'i g    .  

_
Gorp s

•   -

Ths f ol l c ri ng s i roraf     s r    atpl ay sd :
.   

  ... - _.,_- , ..- . .. -- 'i

To pr ovi de ,  .ght e r prdt e ot  
.  ove c $er],i As  

- 
.   - - -   '

,
By t h. 1   Fi gbit er-

Di vi ai oi  s 1  5 T9pe lde 110 a3.r  ra  t ,
l

..  _ -- - - -- - - - .-by     i:e 2o i   'i   t ar  I i.  s i o  : 31 Type   e l l io aod   'j   ype du   a  r  ra 
_    
by t  a 3rd P  ght er  

.vi ai oa : 2 Typa lEe 11A and 1 '  pe J   8 3 $  rat  .  
-I n :ai.,g  t f 3.  t e r pur eui t operat i o aa:

. , , . - ,..   

$ r t  . 2ad F3.g,  t er D3.v    i wci t 3 Type 3 e 1]A s i rcraf t ,
  ..    r...._ ..,..  ..  ..  -

  by  t   e 3rd Fi g  t sr Di vi s i c  ae 1    ype lds 110 sud 6 Type Ju   ai r  rat "  {  
_ ____ _

  rt_ t Ott l b  t t t e  t i a3a  st t lsI I  m  c   ag

__  _____.,:......_..,,....6_. .  ._,__..  
approac}  a  d r at   trta  ig   s i n

. .
Hol l atad, Nort h-  lee  . r n   er  Qt a  d i a

l
 

  h. ,
Ht:l i gol s   i Bi gl:t s .

.By t ha   id a  d 3rd Fi.  ht e r T   .v
i s i oaa:   1+ Typs   . l l o asr8   ?

.
T  p•   B #8

- .     
  

 

Tot a  ®f   or t : 16'  t   ri a:- .   . .    r -
  s  s 

.

I

- - -- _.
,

, -
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l he n i  , ht f i   ht e r   i r c r a j  t en pl oy e3 i n 1. ur sui t o  _  e r a t i on s rrez e di r e c t e d

i nt o t he b or:;b e r : t r ea.  .  .l re  :dy oJ e r t l e J ut ch co a s  .

The f ol l oti d .n ,  ai r c r a f t ti• e re a s s e  :bl ed t o pr ovi d e f i c;ht e r pr ot e ct i on :

h i   ht f i gh t e r s of t he l st :  i   ht e r   i vi s i on ove r r a di a be ac on Ee r t a ,
r a di o

tzi gY'it f i €; ht e r s of t h e 2nd   i   l  t er   i va.si on ove r i iaa be a con s   :a r i e an d   nt on ,

ni   'r.t f  .c
   t e r s of t he 3r d Fi   ht e r   i  ri Gi on ove r r a di o b e ac on Lud vi   .

T he a ss embl ed n i   ht f i   r t e r s iver e di r ec t e d :

Fr o  r a di o b eac on :=.r.t on vi a r -ad i o b   c on  1'_a r i e t o r adi o be a c on II e r t a ,

  f ro  r adi o b e ucon l::a r i e t o r d: ti o b ea con Ii e r t a , an,d

f r om r adi o bea con Lu dti•.i g vi a r a di o b ea c on   '  :r i e t o r ud i o b e ;  con b er t a .

_
  l l n i   ,

ht f i   h t e r a i r c r  _z"t a r r i v ed ov er Ler l i n b ef or e t he a t t a ck be  an ,

I n t ha t a r ea , t Y,e re ri 'a s t }:i ck Y a ze ur   t o ur  ul t i t u de of 7 500 r.:et e r s .

  n emy Lo s s e s : 1 5 b orabe r a i r c r af t sh ot d o• +n over be r l i
.n .

.
1 f our - en   ne ai r c r a f t c r a si ed i n I' or  er az-Li a .

Lo s s e s o f Fr i endl y f or ce s : 6 Gi r c r a  ' t o f  r hi ch
_  __     __  ____• 1 hie 110 a s a r e sul t of a bur r.i r g e r.  i ne ,

1 PLe 110 a s a r e su l t of a d e f ec t i ve en f;i n e ,

,  D'e 110 a s a r e s LtZ.
t o f a c r a s h- l a nd7

.n  ,
a s u r e s ul t

1 Ju 8̀    of an unknown cause,

:  J u 88 s a s a r e sul t of d ef e c t i v e en  i ne s .

• We a t r e r Cond i t i on s : I n Hol l aul d an d i n t   ;e Hel i   ol  nd Bi gh t    ;; xt r eII  e ]
 y l oo se

T w  

f or r .  .a mon o i c l oud s .

I n t  .e r ee t of t he Rei c h   s t e r r i t or y : TY i ck f or mat i on of
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hi gk:- a l ti t ud e- f og- t yp e c l atzd s , l owe r ce i l i n b 1 50 t o 400 met ®r s , upp er cai -

l i ng 1 000 t o 2300 r.  t ®r s .
Vi si bi l i t y r edu ced

by haZe.

1 2 .
) Br i ti sh :a t a ck on Fr a nk f tir t on t he 1'a:ai n an d Of f enb ach on 25  26 h ove r-
M   . - .   - - - • • - - r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - -   M a w   . - w M . . -

ber 19  3

  ( 3e e s ke t ch : h ome a i r d e f en s e , supp l eme nt 5l  :  

Enemy Effort

- - - - - - - M M

I n t h e e ve ni ng o f 2 5 Nov e,r b e r , t he r adi o i nt e l l i g en ce r e co g  i
.-

zed Br i t i sh p r epa r at i on s f o r a bom,be r at t a c lc t o i  e c ondu,et ed i n t t,e s e cond

• ha l f o f t he ni gh t , The t i me of t he f i r s t r epo r t on t h e a s a embl y o$ bomb er

a i r c r  : f t ove r idc Tha r e s Est ua r y  ra s 00 : 1+5 hour s .
Legi nni n  a t 00 : 10 hour s ,

 " a   t ' t ve a r a'rcra tart 't ab onJ  e r s r e am c on si s i n,g o f s e r 1 hund ed i f t s ed i s pp r oach

. fl i  ;h t i n 5out h - e a s t er n di r e c t i on . l̀ h e ai r cr a f t c r o Us ed t he Ch ann e l c oa st

t et wee n Sch el de and Somrne E s t ua r i e s a r.d p r ocee de d ac r os s t r.e s out Y:e r n par t

of Ee l gi um i nt o t h e a r eu of   ;annhe i m and Fr a nk f ur t on t he   ia i n , I t wa s di f -

ficy ult to form a clear picture of the air situation owing to a considerab-

l e con ee a l rsent of t he en enqy f l i ght c ou r s e by 2  o s c,'ui t o - ai r e r a f t an d t o t a i l

  ti ri nd s , h f t e r dr oppi n g t h ei r b omri l oad s on Fr a n kf ur t on t h e hiai n and Of f en -

b ach , t h e b omb er ai r c r a f t l e f t t he a r ea of Fr an kf ur t , f r o®n 0 2 : 00 hour a on ,

i n no r t h w e qt e r n di r e c t i on ; t he r e t u r r.i n 5 b om:ber s titi er e ex p o s ed t o hea dzyi rd

and the last aircraft cro°sed the Chatulel coast at 05 30 hours. •

I n add i t i on ,
t h e f ol l o  li ng oper at i on s vre r e conduc t ed by t he NAF :

  _  _  .  _  . ._.w __.   _     __  _     _      ________    _

• A mi n e - l ayi n   ape r a t i on wi t h o a i r c r a f t ove r Sc hel d e Es t ua r y

from 18:02 to 18:30 hours.
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•
7 y; e ;.:o s  u i t o

i .ui ^a::ce r •
i r•    .on s :.i t :: l u t o i ,? ì  

.r c r a i t u >  t o t i  e  :r ea of i  eu  .t r e .

1i t  ,.   u r•i r:. t i-•e , e r i o a f r or _ 1;: :   1 t p l y   lf(  i-:o  :r =, t l:e a i r c r  : f t p en et r a t ad

•  i a i=cr E- en op ' :oou , n :rin ov e r , )r r a un s c i:v ei t , u j. : ,c t l-ie   .r ea ot i ;e ub r and eriour  

a n d 1̀ eu  t r e :Li t   .::nd ci: :n   cd t o co•. nt e r r out e G   i r o   : 20   Jy   nur a on .

: r or..   ; : 55 t o iZC: %  i:our ^ ,  . si n ` ;l e a i r c r   f t c r o s s ed t he c o_a t  i n

' - t er  =1:t r.c  :r e c, c i . .. •, u ..

F? o. l   : 57 t o  
.y : ;   i;o u 'r s ,     i r:, 1 e a i r c r  :f t or e r a t ed over t h e s ea

:?C  a l
-cz  .e t e r s n or t h of l̀  er qc he : l i r- ;•

  u r i r L t Y.e p e r i od f r cr.. i, 0 : 51 t o     ?  l:ou r s , F:  i ; •r e i .o s ;a i t o :. i r -
 

c r   f t f 1e 4 1 r  ai    a : ce ;_i s r i on s <c _•c   ;-   , c i el d e   °t ua _ y i a o t h e   r e  :• e L J ui s -

• bu.r   ;, Due s s e i ;ic : f .

Corr  rs t r, ent of t l _e I   i  ;a t e r Co r  : 4
- - - - - - - - - - - .  .        _, ._  .  _

The f c 1Zo   i n;  •  .r c r u f t •; e r e er.a, l o} ed :

 1o i. r c ti2 d e i  :, :a e r l.r ot ec t i or  ove r : r uta :i u „ t on t t:e    a i n :

?' y t h e l s t Fi ,  a e r '.  :i v i s i on : 1 . ̀ T; l; e :. e
11U ar:d i  l  yi: e J u c",  ai r cr <,i t ,

•
By t i:e %    :: : 'i   it e r   i vi   i or. :  ?;; T rue : .-e i 1 0  .:n d   :7 Ty,  e J u   o Gi r c r  :i 't ,
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -       _

 .J t !  e 3 r a _i `   :t e r '  i  Z Si on : 21 Tyn E . e 11 0 ::nd 7 l̂ yp e J u 8  ai r c r  :f t .

I n ni   ht f̀ i £,
ht er  ;ur sui t or e r a t i ora :

--------- -------------- ---  --

By t h e 3 r d Fi   ht e r Di vi si on : l e 2'yp e 1k:e 110 an d 9 Typ e J u 88 a i r c r a f t .
•

I r  ' Hi uuae l b et t ' - t cc t i c s over Nol l an d r.nd i; e l   uu::
- - - - - ....__  _    .       

  y t h e J r d l ' i    ,t e r J i vi si on : 3 Typ e   _e 1 10     d 1 Typ e J u 80   i -r c r  .f t
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• __--_--_- -------- ---------- --
F

------- -
Tot al e f f c r t : 1   7 t ,:i r - en   i n e f i  ,

h t e r ai r c r af t

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   .  _____.....  .. 

Trie n    ;
irt f i   r t e r a i r c r s _°t ef :pl oyed i n p ur s ui t ol: e r at i on s  • e r e di -

r ec t ed i nt o t l ie bomi:e   s t r e ar; cve r   out 'rre r r; :•:e l ;;i u   .

T1•:e r.i ;  ht f i   l  t e r a i r c r   i 't :yiri c l;  4er e t o ,  r ovi de i i   h t e r   r ot e c t i on ove r t he

t a r   e t  .:r e a s a s Uer:b l ed   s f ol l c   : s :

I ' or t h er n s ec t i on   l st 'r' i  ; h t e r   i vi si on ove r r adi o i  e acon 12 , ;. r ocee di nr; t o

r adi o be a c cn Ot t o .

Sout her r-  .  e ct i on : l s t Ti l,
h t e r J i v i s i on o•re r r adi o b e  : c on Ct t o ,

?n d    ; l  t e r   i vi s i on ove l i adi o be a c on : 'hi l i .  p , pr oc ee-

_ d: .n  ; t o r Gdi o be ac or.   t t o .

' 3r d : i   ht e r   i vi :-i or. ove r r adi o b ea con I d  , :_ r oc eedi n   t o
_

_•a di o   e ac on Ot t o .

" ti  i n   .
t o h e   d ••:i nci , t  -.e r.:  j or i

.t y o i t he ni   ht f i bla e r s   r r i ved w e r

1' r r nlcf ur t t o o l   t e . For t : i s r  :a s on , t l. e dEi e ii s7.Ve s ucc e s s coul d oe l i *̂ ' t ed

on 1 v .

  i e c i _  1 i n f or rha i on • '̀i :-:e en er,;; d  . t ur oed t i :e   v oi ce - r adi o co    . uni c at i o

  - - - Y -
of t he Ge rrr  :n cor.u<<,:rki  ta ci cont r ol sy s t ec by ti r an sr:  .

t -

t i n  ; f a l;e   a x or de r s .

S orr e ni   ht t i ;;ka e r c r e°.+s l et t h elas e l v e Q b e d ece i v ed by

t ni s e r:er  y a ct i on and c or pl i ed    i t h l  r i t i sh l an di-n   , or

  er s .

• y nerr  yy Lo s s e s   ; Lor::ne r r_i r c ~_-_£
t sl-:ot 3otivn .

i .o s s e s o f F r i e nd l
,r

? or ee s :
 

}   T    p e :.:e 110 sr:d 2 2̀     :e J u   8 di r c r a i t of
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whi c h 2 a i r c r a f't  •rer e   i s si r  and 1 Zie 11 0 cr a shec!

a s a r e s ul t o f i ci t  .

Weat he r "Condi t i on s : Bet we an     1 0 and 1 Of 10 f a s t cY an   ng f ornat i on of s how
____  - - - - - - - - - - - .....

er clouds, lovrer ceiling around 500 meters, upper cei-

ling in rain showers,  ometimes snow showers, around

5000 m+st e r s . Oi si bi l i t y of   ore t han 10 ki .
l o mat er a .

High-altitude winds at 5000 n. eters: 270 degre®s, 70 to

y0 kilometers per hour.

13.
) British  'lttack on Frankfurt on the 3 ain and on Berlin on 26/27 Novem-

 
- - - - w .  - - - •   . - r -   . . . . . . r   . . - - - - .   w - r - r .     . .   -  ber 19 +3

- - .   - - r

• (See sketch: ho ne air defense, supplement 55!)

Ene qy Ef f ort
____..____.  -

 l f t e r t h e a ss embl y r.a d been r ec ogni ze d, a Bri t i sh bomb  e r

st r aa m l ef t t he a re a of Tham es E st ua ry t o pr oce ed i n s out he rn di r ec t i on

t o Somrne Es t uary {wher e i t s f i r st e l ement s changed t o ea s t e rn cour s e s at

17 : 30 h our s . The bombe r s t r eam f l ew i n t hre e v ave s u s i
.ng t he di r e c t rout e

  i nt o t he Rhi ne -   •a i n pl a i n s ; a numbe r o " bor.,b s wa s dr opped on Frankf ur t ,
The fiPSt wave of the bomber force consisted of Type  osquito aircraft,

' 2'hi s wav® pene t r at ed i nt o t he ar e a s of St u t t ; a r t and Nurem.be rg t hus c onc ea -

l i n g t h e f l i ght c our s e of t he pr oc eed
,
i r g mai n bombe r st ream, Af t ar t he

Ant i ai r cr a f t Group Frankf  tr t had r epo rt ed t he end of t he at t ack onl
,y a :mal1

nu nbe r of ene  y ai rc r•a f t f l yi ng si n gl y c oul d be r e cogni zed l e avi ng t h® a rea

• of Frankf ur t . Ot l y a f ew r ep ort s of Type R,ot t e rdam di r ect i vi t y be ari r g s

r e l a t i rk; t o t he ar ea e a st o f I'rankf urt and t o t he a rea of Ki t  
,n g en we r e

available. Additional notterda n directivity bearings from the area of
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a ea u r t e r s of t h e i ht er t o r e u  e t r tEr f ur t   ot r.a c u s ed t h e H d q a I F g Cor p s p s .a

t he b orrbe r st r eam pr oce eded i nt o t h e i ndu st r i a l a r ea of Sax,oni
.a . 1 he pi c -

t ur e of t r.e a i r si t ua t i on wa s n ot c l ea r unt i l t he r epo r t s of t h e bear  .ng 9

taken by the night fighter stations of the I Fighter Corps in the area

s out h w e st of Be r l i n r e r e ava i l abl e . I n t hi s a r ea t he gr ound di r e c t i on f i n-

di n g   t   t i on s t ook a b ear i n g on t h e f i r s t el euie  ln t s of t he b ombe r st r e am

pr oce c d
.
i n g i n t he a re a n or t h   ne st o f Le i p zi g i n di r ec t i on o f Ber l i n .

,' hi l e t he b omb e r s p r oceed ed f r om r r ankf ur t t o t h e dr ea of Le i g zi g , t he ni ght

f i gk t e r command r e c ei ved on l y a si .n gl e :-ound l o ca t i on r epor t f r aa t he ai r

ob se r v a t i on c orr,n  nd a t Got ha .   f t e r r e l e a si ng t h ei r b omb l oad s on Be r l i n ,

t he at t ac ki n g di r Fr a f t l e f t f l yi rtg i n s n ext r emel y br oad f r ont i n nor t h and
 

nort r.  ve s t e rn di r e c t i on .

 
Zrie $ e sul t s of t he At t a ck on t e r 7i n :
      - - r - - -     -   - -  

 l i me of a t t a c k : 21   10 t o 2l   55 hou r s .

llea vy d ama ge s i n t he s ec t or o f Sp an d au .

Ot h er Act i vi t i e s of t he >YAF' :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - __________

Dur i ng t he p er i od f r om 1B: 31  t o 19 : 35 hour s , a bout 50 Br i t i sh

 
ai r cr a f t c i r c l ed ov er t he ar e a of t he b'ie s t and Ea st Fr i s i an i sl and s ; t hey

 f i ew at an a l t i t ud e o f 500 met er s an d r r e s ur  a.b l y dr opp ed rai ne s .

At 19 : 3e hour s , t hr e e Br i t i sh ai r c r a f t c r os s ed Sch el d e Es t ua r y

an d p r oc eed ed and s out h - ea s t e r r. di r e ct i on i nt o t h e a r e a of Aa ch en ;  nd $ oe l n

t o j oi n t h e a i r c r a f t r et ur ni ng f r om t he a r e a of F r ank f ur t .

•
• Be  .nn i n g a t 20 : ?.J+ hou r s , 10 Typ e L:os i ui t o bornbe r s pe ne t r a t ed

a c r o s s t h e Zui de r   ea     s       'e ct i o  i nt o t 1;,e a r ea of Gr e a t Ber ]i a
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•

and , r e t ur ni ng t o t h ei r ba se a , t hey j oi n ed t h e f our - en gi n e b oir be r ai r c r a f 

yvhi c h ha d c onduc t e d t h e 1  r ge - s ca l e a t t 2 c lt .

Dur i n g t h e p er i od f r om 1 9 : 00 t o 22 : 11 . h our s , 5 Br i t i sh ai r c r a   t

  pp ea r ed over t h e c oas t a l a r e d of Den Ne l d e r .

Ev a l ua t i on of t he Br i t i s h Ef f or t :
- - -- - - - - -     - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I n conduc t i n g t h e l a r g e - s ca l e ut t a ck on Be r l i n t h e Dri t i sh a i r

c or ur.an d l ad a t t empt e d , by d et our i n g t he b o r.;be r s t r eau vi a Nor t h e r n r' r an c e ,
b y c a r r yi n,g out t he s ec ond ar y   t t a c k on .4' r a   :f ur t a s wel l a s t he   o squi t o -

op er a t i on s ove r Sout h -  :e st e r n Ge r c x. r  an d t h e a r e a of Ad ch en f or c on c ea l n:ent
!

p ur p o se s , a nd t h e si mul t an ou s   os ; ui t a at t a ck on I3e r l i n , and a mi n ®: l dyi ng

• operation in the Heligoland Bight, to confuse trie picture of tr.e air situat-
i an ov er t r.e    ei cr. ! sr t e r z i t or y and t o di s p er s e t h e Ge r man ni ght f i ght e r d e -
f en s e s . Thi s a t t er apt f a i l ed si nc e t l;e Rot t e r daA di r ec t i vi t y be ar i ng s r :ade i t

p o s   bl e t o  ;e e    t r a ck of t he i ou r -  n gi ne a i .r cr a f t g r oup s ; t he he a d cu ar t er s

of t h e I Fi   t er Cor .p s Yrds , c on s e•_u ent l y , in a po si t i on t o con cent r a t e a11

ni ght f i ght e r f or c es aga i n s t  t he f our - en  ;i n e bonibe r s and mi ne l aye r a i r c r a f  
,

Con  i t r;,ent o f t h e I Fi ght e r Cor p s• - - - - - .  r     _ _  

The f ol l ow  .r.g a.
i r c r  :f t̀ we r e em  l oy ed :

- - - - - - - - - - - - -   ._      _  _,.._ 
To p r ovi d e f i g ht e r p r ot ec t i an ov e r I e r l i n ;
- - - - - -   .  .r _   _    _____

Ey t he l st Fi ght e r Di vi s i rn :   Typ e L>e 110 and 1 Typ e J u 8 8 ai .r c r a f t̀
    _____- - ____    . 

I n n i.ght f i   ht e r pu r s ui t ope r a t i on s : 
_     ._  - - - - - - , -- ._._._

Ey t he ?r .d r i ght e r Di vi si on . 3 Typ e   :e 11 0 ai r c r a f t.- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - ____- -
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  •
By t he 3r d Fi g  t er Di vi s i o n : 1 Typ e He ?.1 9 , 1 7 Typ e   ;e 11 0 , an d 8 Typ e J uS8
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

ai r cr af t

I n «Hi.a  :el bet t " t act i cs :

I n Schl e s ti -i g- l-iol st e i n and J ut l a  i :

By t he 2nd Fi   r.t e r Di vi si on : 2 T;, p e   e 114 ar,d 1 5 J u 88 a.i r c r a f t
_    _ .- - - - - - - - _  ._

I n ' Hi r  rc e l be t t '  - t a ct i c s :

I n 1 ' or t r -    e s t e r r. Ger mar p a r d y ol l and :

By t he 3r d Fi   ht er Di vi si on : 1 1 Type   :e 110 and LI . J u 8g ai r cr a,f t
- - - - -- - - - - -

    , _, ._      __  _  ____
 

Tot al ef f or t t 1   6 t vai r , - e r  i n e f i   h t er a i r c r a f t
.......    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 

iYhen t he b anber s t re am p en et r at ®d i nt o Fr an c e , t he 3r d Fi g ht e r Di vi -

s i rn oc cup i ed t h e ' Hi m  e l b e t t «- Lox e s ov er t he  :r ea noi t k  - r e s t of Fr a nk f ur t

and di r e c t ed t h e ai r c r a f t whi c h we r e e :  . ;p ed wi t h t he Typ e 5N 2 a i r bor n e

s ea r ch app ar a t u 3 an d vre r e t o er  abe i n n i   t f ì   t er pur sui t op er a t i on s i n t o

t he b omb er s t r ear   vve r t h e t e r r i t or y of Sou t l_e r n Eel   um. Af t e r t h e b r i t i
. s h

bomb er s had dr opped t h ai r b omb s on :y' r an h f ur t t r.e se ni   t f i   ht e r s pr aceeded,
  f l yi r  i n t h e s    e di r e c t i on ` s t r e  bor J  e r st r eac  di d , t o Be r l i n t o p r ovi d e

f i ; ht e r p r ot ec t i on o ve r t ha t c i t y .

To ol:  r a t e a  ,;a
i n st t h e Br i t i s l-. rai r e - l u yer a i r c r a f t , n i ght f i   ht e r a

o f t he 2n d Fi   :t e r Di vi si on oc cup i ed , fr orr   1 fi : 09 h ou r s on , t he ":ii rr  e l oe t t ' -

boxe s over   c 'rl e svri   ; and J ut l and .

 
Al .

t houbh t he Con,mar  e r i n Chi e f c f t h e Lu f t wa.f f e ha d , i n a p er s on a l

t el el hone cal l   ,i t h t he Co  nandi n g Gener al of t he I Fi ght er Cor ps , reco  ended
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t h._t t r,e ni   r t f i   t e r a i r cr a f t of t he l s t r i g ht e r Di vi s i on be c o nms t t ed t o

p r ovi d e f i gtit e r p ro t ec t i on ove r F r   ntcf ur t
, t 'r.e l a t t e r l: ep t t h e r.i gh t i':i ,,c

h -
t e r s ti a c k f or t he p r ot ec t i on a f b er ]

.
i n .

Tl-.e ni ght f i grit er a of t l .e l ct : i  ; h t e r Di vi si on wer e n ot a s se   -
bl ed o ver t h e r adi o b e ac on c Pont o an d n e r t G ar d cor ::  i t t eti t o p r ovi de f i ght er

p r ot ec t i on ove r   ie r l i r. unt i l t h e 13r i t i s r  Lanbe r s t r aam p r oc e ed ed i r ota r r ank

f u r t i r. no r t h - e a st e r n di
.r ec t i on .

To o  er a t e t he l e a vi n g bom be r s , ni ght f i g.h
t e r ai r c r a f t of t he

2 nd an d 3r d  ' i
.o

ht e r   i vi si on s oc cupi ed  iF ii n u:e l be t t "- b oxe s ove r t he Hel i g o-

_ l an d Bi   ht , i n 1 ' or t h   ie 9t e r n Ger   r  , and i n Ho 1
.
LarYi ,

Ene  r Lo s s es : 2b bor  be r a i r cr a f   s h ot down .•

- i - - - r - - - r - -

Losses of Frier.dly Forces: 1 Type  e 110 and 1 Type Ju g$ aircraft
- - - - r - •   . . - -   . M   - - - w r

'  ,'e a t he r Conc  i t i on s : "l he Y ea t t. e r ci t uut i on   r :s e.. ct r emel ,y v ar i abl e . Sh owe r
- - - - - - - - -- - - -

clouds     reaching up to b000 rneters

   n t h i c i ng f r om 800 on  a t e r na t ed wi t h c l oud br   ta ke .
,

- Sweci nl I n f or     a i on :
  _  _    _..  __._

the
4 be r st ( r e t i r ed ) Guent h er Rad u sc h ;   f or me r Cama a nd i ng

Of f i ce r of t h e 5t h Ni  ,
k t Fi  ; h t e r  a i n g of t h e l s t Fi ght e r Di vi si on gave , f r am

r  emor y , t he f ol l o ni r  r ep or t on t r.e e vent s on 26/ 27 I  oven be r 191+3 :
a t t he  ti c cor di n,g t o what I obss r ved   aes   t coanmand post of t he l st

! Fi gh t e r Di vi s i on i n Doebe r i t Z t he Lr i t i s h f e i nt man euver can be r eg ax ded a s

  . su cc e s s . 1̀'h e pi c t ur e of t he a i r si t u   t i on wh i c h coul d b e f or med b y t h e l s t
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•
di v er si on

Fi  ;ht e r   i v .  si on af t er t he   at t ac k on Franl:f ur t was f ì ni sh,ed wa s com-
  h ad

pl e t e l y unc l ear . T]:e   i n t r udi ng ai rcraf t ti  e re , a f t er i t vLe c e ue

known t ha t t he at t ack on Fr ankf ur t on t he 1~ai n zva s f i ni s r.ed , c on si de red
degre®

Ls r et urni
.ng f r on t he are a of Frank f ur t . For t hi s r ea s on , t he   a#a of

hitherto
dl er t of t he 5t r. hi  ;ht Fi ght er :' 3.r  v hi  ch Y:ad Ue enYi n re ac  i ne Ls f or act i on

ti•ra s r educed .   f t er I had convi nced my s e l f t hat t her e  , e re no r eport s on

enemy ai r 1'or c e s Fro ce e di ng t o Cent r•al Ger mai  y , 1 l e f t t he e c  r_

. mar d po st .

I do not lm ow how man,y ni ght f i ght er s pro ce ed ed f rot  Fr ankf ur t

on t he   :ai n t o 3e r l i r  . I t co ul d not hav e be en many , i n my opi ni on , si nce
i

1 7 enerr  ui r cr af t : hot down ov er Ber l i n  1 on e  rler e cr edi t ed t o t he 5t h

i Ati vht Fi g ht e r 'r7i ng w -.i ch wa s comc. .t t e d t oo l wt e .

The 5t r, idi ght Fi ght e r iYi ng di d by I1o mean s a s s emli l e over r ad
.
i o

The proceeding of
be acons Pont o and Fer t a .   t Vt he ene iqy ai r c raf t   a  e  t o Be r l i n beea-

r e knowr, t o t r:e l s t Fi ght e r Di vi si on s o l at e t hat t he c rews o f t he 5t h lti i   .

Fi ght e r Wi ng r ec ogn  .zed t he t arg et  .r ea of Be rl i n al r eady sho rt l y af t er

t h ei r t ake - of f and t hus had no t i me t o f l y a det onr vi a a r adi o be ac on f or

a s s embl .y purpo se s . I n spi t e of t nei r f ast c l i mbi r  di re c t l y t o t he t arg et ,

_ t l.e ai re ra f t r eac hed t he c omb:  t al t i t ude t o o l at e s o t hat t he f ì r s t ®n   

a i r cr af t wa s not shot down   t i l abo ut 10 r.,i n ut e a a f t er t he begi nnin b of t h

at t ack t ho ugh , unde r t he be st f l ar e c ondi t i on s f r o  t he very begi nni ng ,  
mostly

  s eve r al t arge t s ti  e re  /s3mul t an eousl y c aught b;  s ea r chl i bht s f or s e veral

mi nut e s . ri t Y:out any appea rance o f f r i endl ,y n.i gr.t f i ght ers . I ob se raied a71

t he s e     c eve nt s f r om t he gr ound f r om t Y e ver y be gi nni ng and saw t he
_

c t . , ,,hoo i n  do vn o f t he l 7 enet  y al .rc r af t , .  t h r. y or n ey e s . I con cl uded f r om

ti•+hat I had ob se rved t hat pract i ca l l y no ni ght f i ght e r had proc e eded f r om
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k

r r a ri f ur t t o Be r l i
.n    .

At t i t ud e of t he For me r Co mm andi n g Gene r  a of t h e I Fi gh t e r Cor p s :
    ^     - M       - M - 1         .                       ti     M   - .         M   -   r       .       - -

Th e r epo r t o n t h e ev en t s on 2b/ ?7 Novembe r 1y43 i s t ak en f r ca 

t he via r d i a r y o f t h e I Fi   t e r Cor ps ,

l he i nt end ed $ r i t i sh f ei nt r::an eu ve r c ann ot be r egar ded a s a

  . oes succ e s s , s i n ce t he Headciu a r t er s of t h e I Fi gh t e r Cotp a di d n ot c om-

mi t t he uni t s of t he l st r"i gh t e r Di vi si o n t o p r ovi d e f i ght e r F r ot e ct i on

ov er F r a nk f`ur t but kept t h eel b Gck f o r t he pr ot ec t i on of F  e r l i n . The 5t h

I  i ght .' 'i gh t e r Wi t  cou l d not be di.r ect ed t o t li e t3r i t i s h bomb er st r e a iu,• Uy Nove    er i 943 ,
si n ce; t h e a i r c r a f t of t hi s rri n g had n ot ye t be en equi p p ed  wi t h t he Typ e SN

i
2 ai r b or ne se a r c h apF a r a t u s

The r i c t ur e o f t h e d.i r   t udt i on i or ured by t he l st Fi ght e r

Di vi si on wa s j u s t i f i ed i .n a snu c h a s t he i ..tr:l  re s   i on tivd s e st abl i s hed t ha t t r.e

Br i t i s h n ai n ef f or t wa s di r e c t ed ag a i n s t  ' r a nk f ur t on t he   ;ai n ,
The r e f or e ,

.
t h e l st Fi gr.t e r Di vi si on wa s r i  ; ht i i  r educi rig t h e de g r e e of al er t of t h e

5t h Ni gh t Fi gh t e r   i r  , i . ®. ch anLped t he r e adi n e s s f r o u t he s o- ca l l ed ' Si t  

• b e r ei t s ch af t    , • nhi ch s eans c re ws i n t he ai r cr a f t , t o t he   10 -  :i n ut en Ler a i t -

schaf t « , whi ch   ,e an s t he c r ews h,ad t o st Gy c l o s e t o t he ai r c zaf t .    hen t h e

Commandin b Of f  .ce r of t h e 5t h h i gh t   .ght e r tiVi n g l e f t t h e comman d po st t o

d r i v e t o De r l i n , i t wa s su .„ el y un Y, j.owII t o t h e He ad c, ua r t e r s o f t he I Fi ght e r

  Cor p s a s we l l a s t o t he st af f of t h e l st r   ;h t e r Di vi si on t h  a t h e Dr i t i sh

bo mb er st r ®a n or o ceed ed  r a m t r e a r e a of Fr ank fl i r t on t h e D:ai n i n di r e ct i on

i of Ber l i n . The l st   i gr t er Di vi s i on and t h e 5t h Ni ght   i ght e r Wi no were not

a l e r t e d by t e l e ph one by t h e Hea d qu a r t er s of t he I   i   t e r Cor p s ua t i l t h e

soun d l oca t i on r e po r t f r om Got Y,a had ar r i v ed .
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•

The  
.s

t : i  ;ta er Di vi   i or_ doubt l e e s orde red t he a s ce  a l y of t ize 5t h i ' i   ta

I'i ;  l ,t e r V ̀ i n;  av er t Y:e radi o beac on s Font o  :nd Le rt a . TY. e   '  i l .ur e of t he

maj o  •i t ;  o f t r:e . i r  t o a s ae::.
bl e ov er t he s e radi o be ac ons re   ul t ed f r or 

t he f ac t t l:; t t 'r e   ri t i st: boL he r   .;r r i ved over i er ?i n ear l
..
i er t ii  .rl c oul d

b.e ex   :: ec t ed i n vi e: ; of t he   z r si t uut i on. The f i   ht er ai r cr  .f t of t he

5t r. r'i ;,
ht : i   ;Ya e r j' i nr;  ' e re over } er ].

i t;  a c or il  a t al t i t ude e a: l ;  enou  I 

::a t o be abl e t o ope rat e ov er t h -  t   .r  ;e
t undel dt t  :c k f or J 5   a nut e s and

t o b r i n;; do:rn 1i bomber s . The re  .  .i : i n,  ; 1 1 b::::.'ae r ai
.r craf t ti.e r e s r:ot   st

doti  n   r:i l e f l .;;r
i n  f r om t  runlci u.r

t oi: t l:e :.; :i n t o   e  •1   n by "?y ni   ht f i ; ;ht -

er    i rc rc f`t o f t Y:e ?nd   nd   r d .' :i ;; :a e r :7  .v;   i ons er.:pl oy e  i i n      x l:ur -

  ai t oi:c r  a l Oa s . I r! t hi
. s c or,t e _t i t ar r e =  ' s Gbso  

.u
t e l y p o s si bl e t rat t he -

•
s e ni  ;ia f i   aa er ai rc ra t't h:ad broker, of f t h  .i r o   e r  lt i or. s   l r eady be f or e

• r   achi n ; Ler l i n owi n  t o f ue l s hort a  ;e , s i n ce t t:ey had t al:en of f a s ear -

l y a s f r am 1 7   4 5 hour s o n i n r e st e rn   ermar y and Hol l and . The f act t hat
,,ver e

no pur   ui t f i ght er s of t ?: e Znd an d 3  Fi   ht er Di vi si ons tot  ob s erv ed   c

ov er r e r l i n cl.oul d not l ead t o t he conc l u4i.on t Y:a t r.o rLi bla i i ,°ht e r f r a 

Fr  zn.l : 'ur t on t he i,'di n o ::zr   t ed u;;   .i n   t t l- e L-or. 
ber   t r e an r,ro cee d ..ri;; t o

He : li n .

Obe r s t ( ret i r ed ) :  durc r f orr::ed ry   opi ni on f r or.  t . e r oi a t of
•

v i  :  : o f t t e l s t Fi  ;ra e r Di vi s i on  a a t i .*:.e ti:hen i t coul d r ot tk:v e be e r:

•  a: otivr. t l   .t t l:c: Lr i t i ek bolabe r st r e i . ;. r oceeded t o   e rLi n . F:e l e f t t re

co   r.d ; o st af t r:e l st .  i   ht e r i  i vi   i o r.  :r .d Y.i s  ri ng v Y-li ch wa s st i l l un -̂

de r or de rs t o s t ay i n   10- I  nut en Le re i t sc l:af t '  ( Se e pa ;e 57 )
:::nd e r r o-

ne ou s l y   s :- L::"_ed t hat t  ne   Dr i t i sh ni ?;ht oparat i on zwa s i i n i ci:ed

• .ri.
t l . t l:e at t 4 c lc on Fr  u  h i urt o i t i e 1." .i n .

  l l:e ex .::. ;
l e of t he ni ;__

:a f i t,
l t er o;  c:r  lt i.on   on   0    7  . ov er:i:;er
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191  ; sliovrs t he deci s i ve i.mpor t ar c e of a cent r aLi.zed couuu {nd i n ai r def en-

se ope r at i on   t o t::r ot ect a l ar ge ar ea .

t7et ai l °d I nf or mat i on :

On   ? toov embe r 191 3 a t 17 : 1 5 hou r s , a con f er ance a t whi ch

t he Comma nd i ng Gene r   l pr e s i ded t oo k pl a ce i n t he he ad  , u a r t e r s of t he I

Fi a ht e r Cor p s . The t   ¢ s ubj e c t und e r di s cu s si on   a s t h e c onduct o f a l on g-

di st an c e ni glit f i ght e r op e r a t i on t o i nt e r f e r e rli t h t he   n di ng man eu ver s
Br i t i sh

ov er   Gr e at Er i t a i n of   o  :b er ai r c r a f t r e t u r ni ng f r oaa a ni ght op er a -

t i on . Th e ope r at i on r a a t o
 

e ca r r i ed out utule r t h e cod e na   e "St e r n f l u  ' 

( St a r f li ght )
. Se e Cha pt e r V

.
I , 1 .

) e .
'

•

Cha ter VIIF

;  :-    t»  3   -  -x-- -  -3s-3:   •tt  '  -t,  -         -  -s  ,   - .,

Daytime Events in
  - - - - - - - M

Dec e,mb  ..
  .943

_____  ______.  _ 

1.
) Surveyi . __

a .
)   ner i can Of f en si v e   ct i vi t i e s

- -   A   - - - - - -     ti - ti - - -       - - - - - -  

I n De c e  be r 1 9  .3 , t he An:e r i ca n bombe r f or ce i n Gr ea t Br i -

t a i n t ook , f or i t s o f f en s i v e op er  a i on s aa ai n st t he Re i ch   s t e r r i t or   ,
only

  c ad van t a   e o   '  t h os e d ay s whi c h of f er ed  n e a t h er con di t i on s

• f avor a b l e For t ak e - of f an d l andi n g o£ t l: e b omb e r uni t s a t t r.e Br i t i sin a i r

ba se . For t hi s r e a s on , t h e t ot  tl n ur, .be r of t he :  ne r i c an a i r c r a f t c oma;3
.t t ed
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 z  a i n s t t he ke i ch   s t e r r i t o r y i n Dec err be r l y l 3 ti  a s sma l l e r t ha n jct i n t h e

pr e c edi n g mont h . _'  t ot a l of 7 l a :g e - scd l e   t t a c k s we r e conduc t ed a, ; ai n s t

t h e &,ei ch t s t e r r i t o r y ; t h es e Gt t a ek s we r e di r e ct ed aga i n st t a r ge t s i n tk:e
  gai n s t

He l i g ol and Bi ght ,
  Ki e l , t a r g e t s i n h or t h   Je st e r n Ger max p , an d

a s a i n s t t a r g e t s in t h e Arr.i ,  e   :  .i n a r ea . Long - di s tR:n c e op er a t i on s we r e av ai -
de d .

  ®n ar di n   t he s e l ec t i on o f t a r g e t s a rr.a
i n eml h a si s on at t a c ks ag ai n st

e st abl i shment s o f t he Ger   n Navy coul d be ob s e r ved , a71 a t t a c ki n b bomber s

    r. e sc or t e d by A1 Li ed f i ght er f or c e s of whi c h t he on l
,y mi s si ou  i t wa s t o

p r ot e et t h e b ombe r a i r cr a f t a g ai n st Ge rman f i ght e r dt t ack s . Th e Ge rman f i gh

t e r c omr..an d had t h e i   r e ss i on t h at t he t ot a : . s t r engt h of t ha   ne r i c an t ì g

t e r f or ees emp l oy ed f or eaco r t p u r p o se s i n De cer b er 1y1 3 h  .d be en i ner ea s ed . 

The . lmmer i can uni t s d r opp ed bomb s , p r e   a bl y wi t h out vi s ual ob se r vat i on of
, t he gr ound , on f our da ys of a t t a c k ,   e r i c an r e connai s s an ce a ct i vi t i e s ove r

t h e x e i c h   s t er r i t o r y we re c o ap dr a t i v e l y 1i   ,i t ed . Th e   .i n e f f or t of t h e

r e connai s s<  n ce op e r a t,i on s wa s di r ec t ed t o No r t h   iTe s t e r n Ge r man y ,

b, j Commi.t m®rrt of t he I Fi grit er Cor ps
    _      _ _  _______   .   

  •or e i"av or ab l e i l yi ng we a t he r r end e r ed t h e emp l oyment of

t he Ge r man d ay f i gr,t ®r f or c es Aior e ec on orm.c a l t ha n i t had been i n t he p r e - 
c edi ng r  ont h . I n addi t i on , t r.e Ce r man f i ght e r c omruar d u s ed r e s t r a i nt i n

t l-,e empl oyr  en t o f f o r c es unde r co ndi t i on s o  f og or hi gh - a.l t i t a de f og .
The German day fighter forces of numerical inferiori y hud succeeded neither

i n pr event i ng an Ame r i can l a r g e - sc dl e  :t t a ck n o: i n i nf l i e t i n g de ci si ve l o s -

s e s on t h e ea  e
 

u ,y . Th e app r ox i rua t e Ger s an ntuuer i ca l i nf er i or i t y i s , on th e

b a si s of t h e av er age d a i l y ef f or t , a i® [ d e  on s t r a t ed by t he f o l l otivi n g f ì gu-
  ' res :  
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•
single-engineAu:er i ca n t ot a l of f e n si v e e f f or t : Ge   n a t z an d t K i n - er  i ne

fighter strenbth

3 ' 1

Am :r i can e scor t f ì gYit e r s t r engt h : Ge r tr;,an si ngl.e - engi ne and t wi n- engi ne

i'i ght er st r engt h

1,   . : 1

I n vi ew o F t he Ger man i n f e r i or i t y , t h ® Comr  : n di ng Gen er a l of t h e

I Fi gh t e r  Cor ps   e j ect ed t h e i d ea of t he empl oyment of t he d ay f i ght er f or -

ce s by g r o up s  n d t h e t a c t i c s of s  .tmtl t a ne ou sl y a t t a c la ng  ,mer i ca n f i ght e r

  and bomber aircraft at different spots of the boII ber stre  ,, At the accasion

of a map game on 11 Dec embe r 1  1+3 i n t r.e pr e senQe of t he Gener al of t he
- Fi ght e r For c es a,r d of  :1 1   ' co  araand er s  he tried to explain the motives

o f hi s r e j e ct i on .

On 29 De cen be r 1 9J  3 , t Y e Commandi ng Gen e r al of t he I Fi gh t e r Co r p s

gave,   l:is head4uarters in Drieber ;en near Zeist in Holland, the followin ;

v e r ba l di r e c t i v e t o t he co anandi n g gene r a l s of t he f i   ;h t e r di v i si on s r egar -
ding the  .e

thods to bo applied in offensive action :
 

  I n vi e:,r of our n u ker i ca l i n f e r i or i t y i t i s n e ce s s a r y i n our op e r a -
tions   [ ag inst the am®rican attacks to concentrate our units for the

at t a ck i n r e sp e c t t o t i me ar.d sp a ce . 2'h e f i ght er at t a c k s hav e t o be cond wct,ed
f i ght eri n s uch a s ann er t h at c oY:e : en t   i t s of t l: e st r en gt h of at l ea a t one wri ng

a t t ack t h e bo  .b er s t r eam at a sp ec i f ì c sp ot . By app 191n g t hi s ruet hod i t mu st
• b e p os s i hl e t o d e st r oy an    e r i can b omber uni t c ar  pl e t e l y .   
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t Y:e

On t he san a da y ,
  c l o s e r conc en t r at i on of t r.e d ay f i ght e r uni t s Ni t hl Il

t h e di vi   i
.ona l se c t or s , t h e t e c r.ni yu e of ds s embl i n g t h e f i ght e r   ,i ng s i n

t h e a i r , and t he met h od of at t ac ld n g f r om t he f r on t we r e d
.
i sc u s s ®d wi t h

t he c ommandi n g g en e r al s a f t h e f i g i:t e,r
di vi si on s . Th e c l os e r coa c ent r a-

- t i on of t } e u ni t s wa s t o b e   a t e r i al i zed i n J an ua.r y 1 9!{!  .

c .
) Suc ce ss e s a nd Lo SSes i n De ce u-h e r 1g1 3 .

_  ._  .  _     _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The average total strength of day fighters in oparational con-

di t i on i n t he s e ct or of t he I Fi ght e r .
Cor p s i n De cembe r l gJ  3 s   rio unt . d t o ;

3 00 f ì g ht e r ai r c r  :f t ( s:i.no l e   n ts n a )
,

80 t wi n - engi ne f i ght er ai r cr   f t , and
 

100 ni ht f ì gr.t e r a i r c r af t sui t ed f or d a i me e l o nt .g Yt mP Y 
•

Tot al nur  ber of d4 f   . t e r ' Qy gh   r cr   f t er   l oy ed i n t he   e ct or o f t h e I Fi gh -
-           -   - -     - -       - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - M - - N - - - - - - - - N - - - - - - - -t e r Cor p s i n Dec emb er 1g1+3 : 1 20 9 a i r c r r: f t
- - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - . . r -   - - - - - - -   - - .  - -

Tot al l osse s of ai r cr  if t i n t he sect or of t he I Fi ght er Cor p s i n Decembar
.   •   - - - - -     . - - - - -   -     - - - M - - - Y M - - - N - - Y - - - - - - - -1 9  3 : 1 1 ai r c r a f t r h i ch i s   , 4    e r cent o f t he t ot a l e f f or t

- - - - - - - - -     - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - -   - -   - 1 . - - -   -   .

,,  En e   y l os s e s ov s r t he Rci c r. ' s t e r r i t or y i n
-

t he
_

s e c t or of t h e I Fi ght e r 
r     - - - - - - - -- -Cor p g i n De c eab er 1g1+3 : 1 55  ii r c r    f t no t i n cl udi n g t h o s e sr ot d own b y an -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - _____________.`     ._    - - -
tiaircraft artillery.

Thi s
  f i gu r e ,

  r epr e s ent s :?b o ut 1  , 4    e r c e   Ct of t h e e s t i c;ia t ed t o-

t al e f f or t aF; a i n st  t he Re i c h ' s t e r r i t or y  ,crs ch  :n:ount ®d t o about 3 50 0 ai r -

. c r s.f t .
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- Sr ec i al
. I n f or rua t i on :d .

)
 .

On 11 De c enu  Px 1943 , a r   .p e ::c r ci s e w : s r.el d unde r t h e per s on al
r

su ; er vi si on o  t he cor. a:.n di n t;  ;en c r  a ut t f e h cad qu at e r s of t t e I   ì   ,
h t er

Cor :; s i n Dr i es b er  ;e n r.e ar Ze i st .

TY:i s r  a   ex cr ci s e     s a t t end ed b y t he t' ol l o  ° i n      er son s :

Tlie Gen e r   l of t tle Fi   a e r For c e s vri t h   emb er s of ru s st a f f ,

t t: e c ommandi n o   en er  a s of t h e f i   Ya er di vi s i on s st a t i onAd i n t h e

hor.:e a i r d ef en s e   r ea ,

 : numb e r of   r oup co  .   nd er s oi' t r e uuy a  d ni ght i    t e r ti  i n  s

el :; l oy ed i n t h e  ior. e   i r d e f en se  :r e a ,
 

r..e r. be r s of t h e Lu f t v af f e Cp e r  a _ ona c t a f f or t he I a  f t wGf f e   :i ;    

• :: ow-::ar:d ,

:  er .b er s c f  :r.e or e r   t i on ^ ct a #.'
f of t    c; Lu f t tiv;: f f e Co  :;and er Cen t r  

Sector,

:::er :b er s of t he s t   f f of t l:e I r:s    e c t or Gene r a l of t rle    t i  .i r c r a f t

s ,r  t i l l e zy i n t h e Luf t   af f e 1-ii   h Co  :, :nd ,

r <e:::b er s a f t he  a  i f f s of t h E Luf t   a f f e   .dr::i ni gt r at i ve cor ,i::  n d s

wi t ia n t l:  I?ei ch '  - t e r r i t or y .
 

  •
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - -

The r.   ex e r ci ; e    d t he f ol l ov+i n o ob j ec t i v e :
__ ..._,_  _   __._ .    __._.___

T; e i nf or     :t i on of t h e coc:mand er s on    r i n c i   l e s of cor  ,an d an d

o r e r  a i on   l t ec l.rii :,ue s i o  ;e   app l i ed i n d  ,y and ni  } lt i  ..
   t e r cp e r a -

 
t i ai;s t  i t l-:i n t h e f r   .n- ev,•o r lc o f t h e hor:,e   i r def e r s E -,•i t l : c_,c ci «l r e   ,-s r d t o

t l: ; co oy e r   t   ct: ti .i t h t : e ati t i   i r c r a f t a r t i l l c r  T.
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. 

The n ec e s si t y o f t he f ol l o  ri ng r,ea   zre ;    , . s t o b e pr ov ed :
  - - - - M - w -   - - - - - - - - Y   - - - - - - -     - - /     -

The uni   or m i nt er pr e t,at i cn of t r e a i r si t ua t i on at a cen t r al

p o st of t he h ome ai r d e f en s e sy s t em,

,
t h e su b o r d

.
i n a t i o n c f t h e r a d i o i n t e l l i   ; e n c e   a t e m t o t h e f i   ;h t e

COIT ILRn d ,

t he e st abl i sr,r  en t of a c e rrt r a l i ze d co  .n_and f or t h e cond uct of

t he f i   ht e r and a.n
t i <:i r cr a f t a r t i l l er y op er a t i ons i n t h e hou e ai r d e f en s e ;

i n par t i cu l a r t he pl f: ci n  ; of t he si r, ; l e - en .  i ne ni   zt f i   lt e r i or c e s uride r

t li e op e r a t i on a l r e sp on si bi l i t y of t l-:e I Fi  ; ht er Cozp s ,

t   :e c o r ,d u c t o f a l on g - d  b s t a n e ® n i   ht f     -i t e r op e i•a t i on o v e i• t h e

_ I s l a n d o f Br i t a i n   wi t Y: a l l   v u i l a b l e n i   h t f i   li t s r .an d t wi n - en ' n e f i  -h t e ro b .
  G

: f or ce s of t he ho:.  ui r d e f en s ® t o i n t e r f e r e wi t h a Br i t i sh l a r di n g mane uv e r .

Th e gaod pr o s }. e c t s f or s ucc es s i nv ol ve d i n s ucr. op er a ;i on i n ca s e a s ur r r i s e

coul d b e ob t  .i n ed     a s  ; oi n t ed out .

  w t o of t !̂ e Gene r a l of t h e Fi   ht e r r or c e s , Gen e r a l -

r  a j or Ga l l an d , at t he 1 ap Ex er ci se   t t h e fi e ad qu a r t er s
_ ,     _ - - - - - - - .  _- - - - - - - - - - -

  of t he I Fi   t er Co r p a on 11 De c erJb er 191+3
_   _„ __..._  _ _____    ,

.

2.
) Daytime Events during the  eriod flrom 1 December 19l+3 to 1 January 1944

- - - - - . r - - - - -   -   r .   . - - - -   r - - - - -   - - - -   - . . -   .   w - w - - -  

(P  ot i n c l   i n   .
l  ner i c an l ur   e - sc al e at t a c k s )

,
( See Glcet c h : i- o ;,e   i

.r
d ef en s e , s up pl eme nt 5o I )

- Enerqy F.f f or t

Tr e f ol l oti+i ng o. e r a t i on s we r e condu ct e d by t he Arue r i rz n a i r f or c e s i n Gr ea t

- - - - --- - - - - __- -._._.____.  ______      ._r   _____- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Br i t ai.n :
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•

Re c orinai s s an c  nd
. s si ons f l own by 22 Type P ̀ os oui t o ai rc raf t . ,

The rc:ai
.n e f f or t of t h e r e c onn Li s sance ope rat i on s wa s di re c t ed t o

Nor t h   :. e s t e rn Ger n;any . Onl y a f ew re c onnai s Gan ce   :i .s s i ons ext end ed t o Denmark

t he  'tie s t e rn Bal t i c , t he Bary of Ki e l , t he He l i   ol ar.d Bi 6 ht , t h e a re a of Hanno-

ve r , and t he a re :: Y :e s t o f Be rl i n . G rri n g t o b ad vi si bi l i t y over t he i e i ch   s

t err i t o ry , i t wGs no l on  er po s si bl e t o keep t r s ck of t he f l i   ;ht c our se oY

8 Ty pe L o s qui t o ni rc raf t on a r e c onnai s s ance   .s si on . The t o t.ea ars a cover ed

  by t he ene n{y ai r r ec orui :a s s  :nce tiva s abo ut t he saA:e i n whi eh t he t ar   et s of

t he   .me r i can at t ack s we ra l oca t e d .

j 5 a i r c r a f t f ]  ri n  
s n  ;l .y approa ched th e coas t . 

• Qn   3 De cembe r 19k3 , dbout 1 50 Thunder bol t - f i ght er ai r cr af t i n -

t ruded  - c ro s s Sc r•e l de Est ua ry up t o t he f r ont i e r of t he Rei ch .

On 12 Dec euJ  er , en emy f  .  t er a  .rc raf t pr e s umabl y i n t rude d i nt o

t he No r t h Sea ar ea .

Commi t ment of t he I Fi   ht e r Co rp s
- - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - -

For vrant o f a s   t ab l e f i   ht er ai r cr «f t t ype , t he Headc  ttar t er s of
•

t he I Fi   ht e r Corps no l on   e r commi t t ed any f or ce s a ;ai n st Type   :o s qui t o r e-

connaissance aircraft.   Type  oaquito as.rcra
ft operatin  at a low altitude

n a s shot dov n by a Type   e 109 f i   ht er ai rc raf t ,

Ene  y Lo s s e s : 1 Type }'o s r_;ui t o ai rc raf t .

• 3.
)   erican Attack oa Gummersbach o n 1 December 1943

- r - -   -     - -     - -     -   - ti - - - -   -     - M   M - - y - -     y  

•   See sket ch : ho  e ai r daf ens e , s   pl em ent 57)
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En e  t Ef f or t

Be   .ruii n g dt 10 : 40 h our s , :;.  r i ca n bvmb Er f or ce s c ov er ed by ®t r ong

fighter units penetrated across Schelde Estu :ry in south-eastern direction

i nt b t r e a r e a o f Koel n , Si egen , and  fai n z an d di sp er s ed t r e i r boj mb l oad s

ov e r a l a r g e ar e a . The mai
,n ef f or t of t he b o  abi r  wa s di r e c t ed aga i n st t he

n ear
a r ea $ $

.
Gr unune r sb a ch .   t 11 : 1 0 hour s , s oane el ement s of t he e s cor t f i ght e r f or

ce s r et u r n ed i n we s t e r n di r ec t i on vi a   uch en t o t rie i r   ra x t ak e - of f b a s e .

Th e b ombe r s l ef t t h e t ar ge t a r ea f l yi ng i n a vri d e l y di sp e r s ed f or ma t i on i n

we st ®rn di r ec t i on . T'r e l   s t un i t c r oe sed t he Cr.an n el c oa s t b et we®n Sch e l d e

Es t ua r y and Ca l   i s a t 13 : 35 ho ur s . . n   e r i c  .:n f i ght er un i t wY i ch ap p r oa c hed

• a c r os e Sche l de E st ua r s a t 11 :2U hour s met t Y .e t r t ur ni n g b orr b e r s over t h e a r ea

of Li e   e and xa ch en .•

I n a ddi t i on , t h e f ol l owi n g ope r at i on s wer e conduc t ed by t h e :;  er i c an ai r
- - - - - - -- - -   - - - - - - - - - - -           - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    
forces:

.'  r ec onna i s sa n ce ffi s s i cn f l a • n by Typ e   "os qui t o ai r c r af t ove r t he

a r en of Dui sLur g and Do r t murd . The Typ e   o s c;ui t o a i r cr a f t i n t r uded a t 0$ : 2 5

r.our s vi a Ant wer p and l ef t b y way of   'uen st e r and   ,r nh ei   at 09 s30 ho ur s .

•
i

During the period from 0  :09 to 09:15 hours, two dircratt approa-

c i:ed t r. e c oa st at Den Hel de r f l y i n g a t a l t i t u d ea f r om 50 t o 20 0 r. et e r s .

Durin ,
the period from 09:11 to 09:13 houra, two aircraft approa-

c r.ed t h e c oa s t a t Ho ek v an Hol l an d f l yi nb a t a l t i t ud e s f r a n 50 t o 200 met e r s .

A r ec onn«i ss dn ce m.
i Qsi an w  s f l ovyn up t o t h e r3r ea n or t h - we st of

- Ber l i n . The a i r c r a f t  i nt r u ded  it l p : 3U hour s vi a Le i de n , 0 ^na br ueck , a nd St er 
!  

d al t o fi eu r uppi n a nd l e .f̀ t b y wa y of I1 :mbu r g  :nd t he i s l an d of He li gol dnd a t

13:12 hours.
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i
. ,  Co mmi t ment o f the I f i ght e r Corp s : 181  si ngl ®- er,gZ.n® and t wi n- et  .n® f i gh-

- -   .   w   - M -   -   r - r

t er ai r craf t .
The uni t s of th e 3r d and 2nd Fi ght er Di vi si ona r epeat edl y s  -.

t acked a numbe r of Am®ri c aII bomber uni t s ov er t he are a e a st of   oe l n . T'hey

s c ored su cc ®s se s su s t s i ni ng moder at e l o s s ea . The f i ght er a of t h e l s t   ght e

Di vi si on enge ged i
.n combat ov er t he are a ea s t of Gtmamer sbach v i t hout s c o-

ri ng an,Y succe s a.

  e  r Losses : 17 bomber and 15 f i ght er ai rcraf t de f i.ni t el y shot down ,
  ._.__  ,.,

k bomber and 1  f i ght er ai rcr af t   ;r obab7
 y ahot down .

_
Lo   e s of Fri endl y Fo r ce s : 4 ai rcra f t .

 

- N -   -       M Y - r M M - - r -

Losses of personn®l: 2 killed,
•

- 8  wounded ,

5 mi s ai ng .

 Peat her Condi t i on s : Over Great Er i t ai n : Br i ght , 1/ 10 t o 3/ 10 cua:ul us cl ouda
- - -   .     .     N   - Y - - - - -   M   -   - -     . u -   - -   -

at about 1000  etera with good visibility. Over the con

t i nent i ncrea  ng cl oud format i oa at f i r st of 3/ ]A t o
6/10 and closer to the target area of 8/10 to 10/10.

  " 8 o  'th of t he 3 i .t t el gebi r ge and over Dut ch t ®rri t ory :
        . .   + w _ _ _ _ _ _ _     {

5/ 10 t o 9/ 10 cumul us c l ouds , l owe r cei l i ng 50 0 ma t er
r

a ,

upper ce i l i ng pa r t i a l l y abov e 1 000 met s r e , gca t t e r e d

showe rs , vi ai bi l i t y out si.de t he ahower zone m,or e t han

  10 ki l amet er s . Ac cur ul at i on of ai r on t ]ae nort ti- weat

si de of t t.e mount   in s , at and over t he monat ai na 10/ 1,0
 

cl ande wi t h i ci ng . Ai rcraf t coul d l and onl y Nort h  Ys s-
t e rn Ge  and i n Hol l arnd.
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.
The r e ti•ae r e #r om 8; JIJ t o 10/ 10 c l oud s i n t h e t ar g e t ar e a s o t ha t t he ene  r ,

                M

f or ce s coul d h .v e b ee n db l e t o or i era t h er.a e l ves >,y v i s ua l ob se r va t i on of
I 

t r e g r ound   l y dur i n b   -.or t r e r i od s oi t i me .

1  .
; i en et r at i on of ur  e r i c an r i

,  ht e r i ' or ce s i r t o Hol l an d on 1  De cembe r 191 3  
                                . ..   .   M                       w     .               .      .  .  .          

(Se e ske t c h : home ai r d   ,f ens e , auppl emen t 58 1)
Ef f or t :

En emy        
                  A       M   i

Be gi nn i n g a t 11, : 20 h our ;  , t wo   :_ _er i can 3;i ght er un i t s p en e t r a t ed ,
f l yi n  a t a l t i t u d e s b e t y e er_ 5C(  ar d SC00 .;;et e r s ,  , c r o s s Sc he l d e Est ua r y i n -

t o t he =r e a s oz  ; r nhe i   ! t:nd   :uen cr.en s l adbac li , b ot h u ni t s l e f t i r    ,e st e r n

i direction.

  I n addi t i on , t l. e Fol l ov i r  ; ol  s r at i on s we r e cond uc t ed by t he A  e r i c an  :i .r
_        _    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

z or ces :

Kt $ : 3 5 hou r s , er:eQy a i r cr  : z' t a,  F: r oa c l  ed t r:e e oa s t .a   'r.e i si ar.d

of Te r   che l ]i n g ,

T r+o Type  
.̀o squi t o ai r c r 3f't Y1e w  _ r ec onn ai s san ce mi s !  on ae r o s s

lio ek v a!  F:oll an d , Gi l ze 1 i j e n t o t rie i sl
..a nd of   c r.outi• en dur i n  t he p er i od

• f r om 09 : 21  t o 09 : 52 h our a .

A   i n gl e a i r cr a f t pa s s ed ov e r t l: e i s l   nd o i Tex el a t 09 :J  0

hours.

    er.v   di r c r af t ap   r oac hed t he coa st a t Hoek van }iol l and a t 1 J : 56

h ou r s .

1  r econn ai s s a. nc e mi s si on z• i t i:   .   .n ;; l e ai r e r af t ov er   :o e iz v an

   ic l l and ,   pp El do or n , a rui t h e   ui d e r Sea f r o  ; 11 ;    3 t o l l : 5 5 hon r s .  ,, r . . .   _,
  ;  r e e onr.   :i s s an c e  "f l o   n by a si n  ]

..e
Ty   e I:io s qui t o ai r c r af t ac r os s

. ̀rest e r d a„m, r a   ov er i nt o t he u r ea of 1:_G  d eb ur   a t 1 3 : U  hou r s .U
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!
The a i r cY•a.

f t̀  ti  -.s ov er i r s un sc h  e i , at 1J  :1+7 : our s ; f r om t }: a t i me on i t wa s

n o l ong er pos î bl e t o keer t r a ck o f i t s i  l i gh t cour s e .

Du r i r   t he pe ri od f rom 13 :20 t o 13 : !+9 hour s , a r ec onnai s s ance   i s-

s i on wa s f l own i nt o t he are a of   nden .

From 13:07 to 13:1J hours, an enemy aircraft passed over the is-

l Und of Wal che r en .

Co  uni t ; ent of t he I Fi  ;ht e r Corp s
    __  ._   _______    __    

s cr •  ubl ed
Al t hou  h t hs uni t s of t he 3rd I'i  ;ht er Di vi s i on

  , t,h.ey did not succeed in reachinU combat alti-

t ude i
.n t i me . Some of t he s e ai rcr af t vre re at t a cked f r om t op by Araeri can f i gh

 
t er s .

Tot al   f f or t : 55 f    ht e r a i rc raf t̀ .
- w - - - - - - - - - -

Ener  r Losse s : 11neu y l oss es tive re not obser ved .  

Los s e s of Fr i er dl y For ces : j Type 109 ai r c r af t of t he 2nd Gr oupf 3rd Fi   ht er

VVi .ng .

  Spec i a l I nf or mat i on : On 1  De ce mber , H :upt mc-trul Lemke , t he Ca   ancli ng Of f i ce r
  _  _r _______

of t he ?.nd Group/ 3rd Ivi gra Fi r ht er Wi nK,   a s ld .l
l ed i n

0
  .c t i on . He wa s c redi t ed vri t h sho t i ng down 131 ene m4• ai r

c ra f t i n day   'i   it gi• ope rat i ons and wa s aw :rded t he ad-

  di t i on of t Y:e oakl e af c l us t er t o t he i r on c r o s s of t he

kni ght cr oa $.
 

V'Veat he r Condi t i an s : I n Gre at Lri t a i n nort l; o f The V7d sh : Br i   ht , 3/ 10 cumu-

l u s c l ouds i n b  r et er s .
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•

ver t he h e a t e a a •   : t '0 C ann 1 rxl h co st al r ea . os   y cl oudl e ea . Local f or r at i on
- - - - - - -- - - - -   w _  _    _-

of high-altitude fog up to 300 meters

Very good flying visibility .

Ov er t he Rei ch ' s t e r r i t or y : E  t e n si v e f or mat i on of hi gh - a i t i t ud e f og .
    __ Y _ M _w _,,. _  

I n Hol l an d nn d ih'e s t er n Ger   ,a r y : Cl aud br ea k s . Ai r c r af t coul d t ake of f a t

s o  di r f i e l d s .

5 .
) :lme r i ca n nt t a ck on L,mden an 1 1 De cember 1 94 3

- 1 - - - - -   - - - - - - - - -     - - -   - -   -   - - r 1 w -    

(See sketch: home  ir defense, supplement 591)

  i e  y Ef f o r t
._  w

_ F r o n 0   : 08 hou r s on , t h e Ge r n,a n r adi o r ec onn  . s adn c e ob se r ved

• t r.e a s s emb   y o f Ame r i c an b oa be r i.m
i t s ov e r, t h e I sl dnd of Br i t a i n i n t he

a r ea of Nor wi ch . At about 10 : ; 5 hou r s , 2 50 t o 3C10 borab e r a i r c r a f t b egan

t o .f l y t he i r of f en si ve uri .asi on a cr o s s t h e Nor t h Se a i n n o r t h - ea st e r n di r e c -

t i on . Ov er t he ar e a abou t 60 t o 100 ifl l on et er s nor t h of t he i sl and of Nor -

der ne y t h ey cha ng ed t o s out Yie r n co ur se s a nd b ombed .  ruden a t t acki n g i n t h r ee

a:a ve s . T7 e l ef t f l yi r  i n a b r oa d f r ont a c r o ss Pdor t he r n Hol l a nd . Fr om 12 : 4 0

hou r c on , a s t r on g Aruer i c an f   .gh t   f o r ce p enet r at ed vi a he euwa r d en t o meet
  di d n ot

t he bomb er s ov er r  nd en . A s ec ond f i ght er f or ce l isuc ce ed  ot i n uni t i n g a i t r 
t he l a s t wa ve of t h e s e r i can bo  e r f or ce s o t tia t t he l at t e r had t o l ea -

v e F  de n  vi t h out f i ght er c ove r .

I n addi t i on , t h e f o l l oi.i ng f ou r   !o s qui t o r ®conn  si s s a n ce nsi s si on s w®r e c on -
  -   y -   -   w - w w   . - - - - - - - - - - - +   M -     1 - M w . - - - - -     -   - - ~ r - -duct ed by th e  ,me r i can ai r f or ce s :

_._   _    ..  _- - - - - - - - - -- -
 

1 s t f l i gh t cou r s e : ti t Q5 : 1 7 hou r s vi a Ut r echt , Rhei ne Ni en bur and Sa 1 z-  g 

wed e l . Fr om 11 : 0 5 hou r   o n , i t wa s n o l on ge r p o s s i bl e t o

  k eep t r a ck o f t Y:e f ur t he r f l i  ;ht c our se ,
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•
<:yd f   i  .; :

t cGu; s e : :.t 11 :  ,1  ho ur s  -   i   t 'r.e i sl  a: d of Gc e ̂ ee ,    ot t er d :ni, :; r n-

i_ei m,   ui c  ;ur y; ,   ue s s e l d cr f , : ue r.ch en   °!   d     cr. , :;nt   . e r p ,

 .i: d   c r:e l d e L ct u ar y . l̀ i  e ui r c r :.f t   ef t ;, t 1=  :11  Y ou r s .

a
  r d i i i „ i t cc, ar•s e :   11 : ; 7 'r our s vi  : :'.ins t e r d ar;., r.  . ei .̂_e , Cs;. ::  r uec k , i :   un -

rc  .   ai   , Ct: r  ie    .e ` e n , [ e l   e n ,  n d   r emen .

Ti e   .i r c r    t  l.e
f t ,_t i J :  :    'r.o u r G.

4t h f l i ;, ht c our se : a i   : 1   ho nr s
,,.

v a .:  a  d er s , : out i  ol t i  e i si un a of 5 :r.:oe ,

 :nd t i-:e i s i  .n    of ::, ea 1  r  . Tl: e a i r cr • f t  ,  e re l : .s
t r er or -

t ed i l y  .nr; cout iL af i      ,eru::  i_en   .t '1  : 5    'r.our s .

i r ey  ;r e sumab 
_  '  :r c ce   lr  i t o S  ed s r. ,

 

Ca ,r i t ,. er.t Gf t } :e I    ::ia e r Co r ps
• - - - - - -   _  _.  _r   .   _- -   -

Tot  -.1 : f f or t :   07     r ; l e - e r   : .n e   nd thri.r:- en :  i n e t i   ht e r ai r c r .  f t

  t t }le ;  i    e :i v er
 r::i n,- t o :,   ci r;eu t h e r co nd i t i on  Yt !- e uni t s of t i e l   t Fi   l!t e r   i vi si on ci i d

 l ot cont  . ct t i:e e r_e r  y . 11  7  =i r c r :_r't o   '- Y e  .  :ld , r!d   r d :i i " ht er Di vi si on s

enga;;ed v : s uc ce s ef ul c i r c cl: t  it ov  :r t l;e   r eu oi '   l:d en .

:
.,I l t' II  '  

.
O S S e S : i '  G G: .

J G' r :; i l   l   L' 'l
,
_   a ° r   t1   CT'   ; f t

,,'
 
. 

@f 1 I 11 i :@  % S t l o t c"  Gl ti r l .

      + `
1 :.

c  r.  e r :nd 1 f i „ 'ta e r ur.r c r   f t t r ob u a   s r ot d o  n ..

Lo   c ec of Fr i er,  l ;;r r 'o r ces : .  .:i r cr _:f t .

Le s s e s of i_e r   onn e l : 7  c  l l e d
,

> y ou n d ed ,

1 1 l..
i s s -l n t  .

a   •e    t ::e r Co 1: 71     OC. :; : r  ̂ e ;.t Br i t t .i s   :   i l   t o   ; 1 0 c t r ::a u ^ c l ou a s , l o  a r c e i -

l i r:  _;   . r o un d ;   ;   .: et e r   , a
.
 , c r c c ;, 1:  1 

_. : o  .u::  1
_
; :

.
C

-- et er s .
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I_o l l  :r.a :  ,d i o _•t i,-  ;     er rl Ge n r  .;n   : ::::   r:^i ve

  i   .   : -  ,. 
t i t   e - l ur ,-

t , -, e   t r   t u :l c l cu  c ci cud s

: e t ,,ee :i ;    1    .   : .,     J   1C. i .o    e r c e i l i r.;; ;   0 t o   ;$

I OQO  .:et ei •  .

Cu   .  
t ::  

_.r e :  0 1 t i
.e

I::; r t r. :; :.   : Fz' ::  :.
li r; : :t l j ' Gr i   =t

.

'r' r o3L t l:c _.r e   : o.
  t i:e   l i, '  : :i   e r t c v  l   . i  . .rit :

" er ;e r : 1 ,  ,-
1 ,_;    G   l c u d s ..

i t .: 1 a ,   e r c  :i :;i n   - t  

i 0l? ?_t t e r s       .c
i   .:;l r

.
i t  ; c I 1 t o "  :.y l o ::_e

t e r s .  J

1!: ' .  ut ;.c r: :  :cr ;...r .  . l '  , 1C ci oud :: ,_t i. l o ;,e r c :.  . -

•
L Z 1: `

,
S i ?' l? .

.   1.   t
,    j 'J  _. ;-.e

t
. E,-' I'   .

i
.l: Lll ii .;: 1 . 7 5   U VC 2' l 

}„   ' C   OL17     .
_
. C  ..

 
i C: r . 

a @ 1 C1 11   l Il +i. t : C .°
t I ' ; : t u ^ i:

.
i CU   .  I

• ° w•
T.; r ; e t :r e_; : :: r i   :  t t o c l oud l es s .

CU.
  :

.1. .L
' Z' 1

.
: i : _.

  t :..
C : CIl i u

.  -'
3 1

 
i

. .L .
ki UI ' c 1 :l .i.

   
- r e c    r: Or .  

j :J   C   : ;: : i 3 r  ;   J 
- - S - - - - _- - _- - _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(Se e _'•tet c l  :  .o,::e -;l r a c i er. , e  =u;     l er.-.e r.t    : !}
. _ 

,::   :  l   ;; a i   O-"t

  11:e      :- :;::.bl
,y of .: :  :r i   ::,..

t  or t er tuii t :- ov ex'   i,e =:r e s o±' I _'s -
"c=  r:::. •_c:z

.:i c l _   
... ,,; , ,,. .; R

._: °
  , _  . '

, . .- .   .-.,-,., .  .    . . i >  , , .   .u   1_e c,   r c l;.
   .. : ''   .u u r =- u    --  : _  . :_.y _ .g

  .
t  '

_  . ,: . .   a , •r , t i , _   t t :c :
.
:Ll: : = '= r    

. .-
'  ; i  ,    c: . . ._ _

   :: c c ::         r u:  i i
_' ' _   .. 

 ,,. . .      l  .C . _° !   1: : : ;, e _" - - . .
t C Y   i ' C" "  

., 1 : ' ' ^ Z   ' ' : '  , „   :   .,_ ., ~:. ..,
i

. .: c t l o ri .c r e s c t l  e l .c r t : :

.  e :: .   °   
.:  ,.

;, :       ;:;1 o :,^   i •v _.t  
. c t  c  • t i:e , ,r o  :1:u L'. ... _  .ae r i c ._!  ; o r:.

l; er _   t t  _.: k  

  .1 ± -Y  :-a    . .. •  : , , ,.- _ . _, ,- -     '  :  -n  ,
  r: i i va v. : ,  e e , _ r _et ;;    r. :  s l , , : ,l::,,u r , , .  r:a   .•  ,.:ei•:.

T: a  :  :•     .;  _a
t :-.e   011 o,;i r.r : _'a  , la c oul .r,e   . 

y

_
•
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  •
Fi r s t vra ve : Fr i ed r i ch s k oog , Hambu r g , Br en en ; t }ie a i r c r a i"t r et u r n ed i n we s-

t e r n di r e c t i on .

Sec ond wave : P;ar t r. of Yde ser muende , Bremen; t he ai r cr   f t r et ur ned i n w. at arla

di r ect i on .
Th i r d vra v e :    e s t oi Cu  ve n , N.a  ,bu r g , Ki e l ; t he a i r cr   f t r e t u r rled i n we s-

tern direction. •

Fou r t h wa ve : 5 out h   ve s t of Cux i av en , Br e  en ; t he   i r cr a f t r et urned i n we s-

t e r n di r eLt i oa  

F i f t h wav e :   c Sp i ek a , no r t h of '   eQe r   uend a , Han bur g , Ki e l ; t he a i r -

. cr a f t l ef t vi a Het t s t edt ,

_ Du r i t ,g t he p,e r i od f r or  1 0 : 48 hou r s t o 11 : 27 hou r s , l  r' me r i c an

f i g ht e r uni t s v+e re empl oy ed t o m.ee t t h e r e t u r ni r.,  b o  b er s . 3 of t he s e u.  3.t s

_ p en e t r a t ed i n t o t lie    r ea of Gr an.i n ger. and 1 uni t p en e t r a t e d up t o Br emen.

I n addi t i om, t h e f ol l os i ng op er s t i on s tiYe r e c ondu ct ed by t he Amer i a an ai r
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _  __  ._ .    - - - -       __- - __- _. f or ce s :

F r oA OF: 37 t o   ' 8 : 56 nour s , t   o a i r cr   f t f l ew a l ong t he c ost at Den

f?a a   .

i , r o  09 : 51 t o 10 : ! 1 r.our s , a f oe c e of '?,  t o 10 en e  f i ght e r a i r c r a f t

pe ne t r at ed acr os s ScY e1dB ]    t a r y i n t o t he a r e 3 of Venl o .

Fr oafl 9 : 52 t o 10 : 39 hour s , 20 ar e rr    f i ; ht e r a i r c r a f t pen e t r a t ed ac r o s s

Kat wi j k i nt o t h e  tr e a n or t h of Dee l en . '

Fr o  10 : 50 t o 1 2: 0 8 hour s , a f or ce o f abo ;it 100 en erqy f i ght e r ai r cr a f t
 

penet r a t ed i n t o t he  .r es. of   :uen s t e r .
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•
i o l l

:
1

  y
:

.

,
i J I r

V
i  

'
  4 / i

.
U t i r

,
°

 
    C

V : . .  • J G r i :
.

t i t  
c i ( '

i 1
1 Y e    

.
' {

i
o  

v t
l l   t G

  . l
u i ^  

i
V   r

U l

    .a ,  t s   ;;;  i r. s t t ; .e . .
  r   i el d o f ti cE i ;i  oi . Ti:a _a t Lc ki n   , a i r c r r. 

t f l e :  ; t :;n  1 t

t u cl e cf     C C  : .e
t e r s .

Comr::i t r.:en t of t r•. e I : i  ;l,t e r Cc r t c

Fo ; , occ d. ,i ona l l y    t ili ; i:  . .i t i t ud e ^ ,   er l  t t ed   t l  e ai;:?;l o;  -
d   .y :.iid ni   r.t

I::e I It o f on l y :  l i   i t e d ri  b e r o  ' _
i i   r

.
t e r

 :i r c r   f t o f t Y:e   n d -n d   r d Fi   ;Ya e r Di v i s i on s .

Tot   l Ef f or t :   ;    i r c r  _f t

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     .   

  EneLy   .o s s e s :   Ty ;  a i oei n    i r c :   f t

- - - -   w -   . - M

_ ?
.o s s eG of Fr ,  endl ti   Fcr ces : 2 r,i   ta f i r  ht er :..

i r c r Gf t .

  o s s e s o f r er sor.r.e1 : 5   .
i s s i n g ,

  lyounded .

 .•e at l ±e r Con3i t i cn s : Gr e at   r i     i n   r d '. :or t h :>e      ; ,'1 C  t o l U  'l o 4t r a t u s cy oud s ,

1
_owe r c e i l i n t  .

  r•o,.  L   t o t;. G r.•e
t e r s , u ,p e r ce i l i n  

 :r our.d 1000 met e rs .
,

I r  t t e t   .r  ;e t a r e a e : 1 0%l U cl oud s , l o  •:e r c ci i i .n  ; f r or  50
__._.    _, _  _
t o   CO ir et er s ,   oL:et i c:.e s t ouc hi rib t h e  ;r o und   t? ..i r   t o

f oo ,   l s o  _t t,i ;  h :.zl t i t u d es , d a f r i   ht e r a i r cr .:  t coul d

r.ot t a ke of f b e f or e r_oon i n t rle  +r e a of ti' ol k el a.tid   chi -

i  ul and r i .  h t h<:d   o t u ca of f     bl i nd - f  y i r,G.

  ' .
  l  :er i c   n   t t a c k on Fr el: e n on 16 J e c en  e r 1y43 

  _- - _- - _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -    

(5 ee sk et c h : r:o   E ;..i z• d ef e r;s e ,   u ,.pi e  en t oi ! )
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r
l

5

.   nemy .,

 

yffort

  t 1 0 : 53 ho ur s , 7  
.n er i ca n bombe r uni t s rver e re cogni red appr aach-

i ng ?00 ki l o   et e rs ,  e st of Den Hel de r . Tr:e bor  or s pr oe eeded ove r t r.e s ea are a,

no rt h of t he  ;e st and Ea st Fri si
.an Tal ar d s i n e   s t $r rl and nort Y!- ea st e rn di r ec -

a
t i on i n t o t he a rea of Fl er

  burg , Ki e l , Hambur ; , and Br eme n . Bombs we re dr opped

on Br a nen wi t hout vi sual obs e r v :t i on of t he gr ourYl . Eegz..nni   g at 12 : 30 hour s ,

5   me ri s an f  ght e r uni t s i nt ruded bet we en Kat  ri j k and De Ko oy ac ro s s t he Zui -

de r Sea i nt o t he ar ea s of F  caden , Ol denburg , and Rhei ne . They pr ovi ded cover  

f or t he ret ur ni ng bomber s . The bomber s l e f t f l yi ng i n a broad f r ont bet vree n
n or t h of

Be rgen op Zo om, Hei de , and  Iel i gol and . i he botnber ai r c r •d i t l e f t t he Dut ch

a ' c oas't at 11  :10 baar a .

  Co  i t ment o f t he I Fi g ht er Co rpa
- - - - - - _____    ._ _   _      ..,._.., 

Tot ai Ef f or t : 91 si ngl e - en  i
.ne and t vri n - engi r:e f i ght er ai r c ra.f t

' The oFer at i on  1 empl oyment of t he ai r cr a l t tiva s   ,i ndered by f og .

Enemy Lo s s e s : 13 bombe r ai r craf t de f i ni t e l y shot dc  vn .
- - - - - - - - - - --

Lo s s es o f Fr i endl y for c es : 2 t r i n - en   fi.ne f i ght e r ai rc ra f t ,
  - - - -   r r .   r       -     . .  . r - - - -

Los s es o f per s onne l ; 6 mi s s i ng ,

2 Y o uraded .

 Ye at he r Condi t i an s : Ov e r Gr eat Bri t a i n and t he Idort h Sea : Tot al , t hi n eover of
-       M   - - -     M - -   - - .   - -     - -   -        

-

s t r at us cl ouds , l ower cei li ngs f rom 400 t o H00 r et er s ,
upper cei l i ng 1000 m et er .

  I a t he cenfir al s ec t or of t he He li gol arld Bi gh t and ov er t he c oa s t al ar ea s :
_-   __,   .  __ ____    _       ___.__...' Fog or hi   h- al t i t uds f og .  ;bove 1000 n  t er s ex t remel y

1 i ght
good vi si bi l i t y vrl .t h   Vc i rr us c l ouds . The re we re onl y
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a f ev  l a r o e br eak s i n t he ext en si ve i og and hi   h -

a l t i t u d e cov er over t i  e ris i ch ' s t e r r i t or y i r. t he

a r e : of 1:_u en s t e r , i n t k e a r e  , o f Y  oe l n , and i n Hol r

l and . Th e ef f e ct i ven es s of t rie f i ght e r d ef en se s  

wn s st r on ;l y i
.  ; 

i r ed by t he e x t en si ve f og cov er .

  t some ai r f i e l d s t h e a i r c r af t t ook of f wi t h a vi -

s i b i li t 3  of 1 t o 2 kj .l omet e r s !

8 .
)

.'  aer i c ar. Kt t ac k on Br emen on 20 De ce mber 191 3

_  __._- .      _     _...  ..._  - -

  Se e s ke t c ij : home Li r d ef en s e , s up.pl eme n t 62 : )

  Sh e  Ef f ort

r   ._._ , . 
r r om 0 8 : 3 0 hou r s on , : n;er i c  :n bor b er s d s s embl ed i n t h e ar ea

 

- ct f L ndon   t abaut 10 : 0 r:our s t he   l ef t t he I sl and of Br i t   i nnor t h ea   o o . 3   d

i n ea s t e r n di r ect i on dnd , co ver ed by st r on g f i   lt e r f or e e s , f l e•N i n t hr ee

vrav es ac r o ss t h e Dut ct  c oa st i. e t y e en t h e :i sl a nd of Pl i e l ar d and :  s t e r d am.

They aircraft proceeded across the  uider Sea to 3remen. The bombs were

dr okped on t h a t ci t y be t we en 11 : 4  and 12 :1 5 hou r s . At 10 :2 0 iio ur s ,   rae r i -

c an f i ght er uni t s c r os s ed   Sc he l d e  ; s t ur:.r y t o mee t t h e bo  b er s ove r t h e
intrudir  via Katwi jk

 
a r ea of Ge l de r n and F  mier i ch . O  h e r :, ue r i can f i   nt e r f o r ce s met , f r om 1 0 :

50 ho ur s on , r e t u r n: r.g boA  e r s ov er t h e a r e a of Ve c la d . The :;mer i can of -

f en s e uni t s l ef t t h e cont i n ent b et we en t r.e i s l and of I a n geoog and Sch e l d e

Estuary at 12:45 hours.

r r om I 3 :1 5 t o 13 :3 7 h ou r s , a Typ e   ;os qui t o r ec onna i s s an ce ;,
d.r -

c r a f t ci r c l ed ov er t h e St e t t i n e r : a f f . Thi s a i r c r 4 f t 1-iad i nt r i  i ed at 1 2 :87
•

hou r s v-i . :
Es b; e r g i n s out h - ea st ®r n di r e c t i on a nd r et ur n ed by wa y of Od ens e

a nd Kol di n  ; . Tr.e l a st i nt e r c ept ed po   .t i on o f t he ai r c r a f t wa s 80 ki l aa e -

t e r s n or t 'r_- v es t o f L sbj e r g a t 14 : 46 ho ur s .
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•

I n addi t i on , d ocument s of t he f o r mer b;i l i t a r y Sc i enc e Br anc h ot

the Lufttir affe show that, on 20 Dece ber 19k3, Americbn bomber units from

t he a i r b:  se i n I t a l y at t a ck ed t   r b e t s i n :,ttb s bur g and I nn s br uck .

Com  i.t   :ent of t he I I'i ght er Cor pa
- -   _  ______ ___      - - -

Und er go od we a t her con di t i on s t he l st , 2nd , and 3r d Fi ght e r D  -

v i si on s su cc eed ed i n corn.m
i t t i r  t r.e r  aj or i t y of t  _ei r d a y f i ght e r i or ce s

in t :e  rea of Br  en and Oldenburg where iierce air conbat developed.

Tot a l Ef f or t : z0 2 s i r  ,
l e - en  i n e ,: n d t r i n - en -  n e f i gh t e r ai r c r a f t

 ̀ ner  y Zos se s : 35 bombe r and 3 fi ght e r ai r cr af t def i ni t el y shot down . .  - - - - - -
9 bomb ea  and 2 f i g ht 8 r ai r c r a f t p r oba bl y s h ot d own .

Lo s s es of Fr i e ndl y F or ce s : 1Q ai r c r    f t . 
_    - - - ______    . 

Losses of personnel: 3 killod ,

2  ounded,

1 5 mi a a i ng .

j'Ve a t he r Condi t i on s : L'n de r t he con di t i on s of col d ai r wi t h d good vi si bi l   -
_   _.__._        a

t y a.n
d wi t h f t h i n f or r  t i on of cua-  l u s cl vud s t h e   ,me -

  r i c2n Lu 
.t s cou l d op er   t e unhi nd er ed and l oc at e t h e

t   :r g et . Th e t i m.e o f app r oa ch wa s r educ ed by t a.
i
.l wi n d .

The  :ea t h e r con di t i on s   t   1 7. a .i r f i el d s n or t Y  o.P t he

1 . a .n Ri ve r    e r e i avor ab l e f or a i r ope r a t i on s . TY:e ap - -
st r on 

pr oach f l i ght of f r i en dl
,y uni t s wa a r i r d e r ed by Ywi nd

i n .Gr.i f t s . hi ght cur :u  .u s c i oud s dr i f t i n g   f r om t he Zdor t la

Sea   over tr.e target area. Lower ceili ng b00 meters)•

upp e r ce i ' uo t o 2 CO met e r s . A ha ze a e ' .-
 

_
5 1 y r and cir

r u   c l oud s c et we en 600 0 and 7000 cr et e r s .
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9 .
) :  er i can At t ack on Nort h-+ :e st ern Geru any on 22 Decmiber 191+3

, __     _.    --------- ---- - -

(See sk et ch : r.one ai r def ens e , s uppl ement a 63 : )

F  eu ,r
Ef f or t

Ht 1 2 :30 hour a , a st r ong Li g  t n in g - f i g  ,t e r f or ce wa s f ],y
ix  120

1<ilometers west of Katwi k and proceeded in eastern direction by hay of

Appeldoorn into the area of :,.
heine. Over tr.is area the force changed to

covnter ro nte'. At 12:55 hours, strong A nerican bomb®r units escorted by
and

f  g  ts r fo r ces  appr oachi ag ove r t he Bri t i s h ai r ba 9e we r e i nt e r cept ed by

radi o in t e l ]i   enc e . The bowber ai rc raL't c r o s s ed t ho Dut ch c pa s't bo twe .  t

  Den He l de r and   ot t e rdam and pr oc eeded , f Jtiyi n g abov a or i n t he c l ouda, t o

t he are a of Rhei ne , Muens t e r , 0 ana brueck , Vecht a , Brems n , aa d -aout h ot Ol -
! d . nbur g . Ov er t hi a a re a th e bomba we rs wi de l y di aper as d eri t hout vi snal ob-

s ervat i on of t he E: ound ,   mong ot he r t a rg et s on t he a re a near  Luenst er ,

  chmer , Rhei ne , Gr oni r  -e n , n or t h and tiYe s•t of   ieppen and on a   re at nwnbe r

o f r ur a l   t3  a ca r nuni t i e s ar ound Osnabr uec k . T'r.e At  er i can a t t ack hF. 
d be en

widely split up. The bombers retvrnir  in western direction wero met over

t he ar e a of D  i s L-u.,rg and l uenst er by   e r i c ln f i ght e r :3 r craf t whi c h had

intruded at 13:30 hours by way of Schel3e EstuMry a  uaual.
!

The ot h®r a ct i vi t i e s of t he Ame ri can ai r i o ec e a were l i
.uii t ed i n

s c ope . The f ol l a vi n g mi a ai ons by f l o  ,n by t hre e c .
i r cr af t of t he   mer i c an

air forces:

•   t 09 :1  5 hour s over Hoek v an Hol l ar.d ,hour s
a t 09 : 1 3   over t he i al add of Sc  }ouwen , and

• a t 10 : 00 r.our s ov er Berg en op Zoom.

Commi t ment o f t ha I gi g   t e r Co rp s
.r   .- - - - - - - -       _
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' . .I n spi t e of i ncl ement f l yi ng tiee at her t he f ri endl y i i ghte r uru t s

succeeded by chance    . n reachi ng colabat al t i t ude over t he area bet vre e®
 

t he En s and :' e se r Ri ve r s by f l yi a g t hrough c l o ud br eak s . The s e uni t s  
suc ce ss f ul l y
 at t a cked t he   e ri c an of f en sa fo r ce s abov e t he cl aud s . The l os s e s su st ai -

ned by friendly forcea were due to icing to which the aircraft were eapo-

sed when flying through the clouds.

Tot a l Ef f ort : 194 si ngl e- engi ne and twi n- engi ne f i ght e r ai rcrx f t .
- -   - - - 4

Enemy Los s e s : 1 9 bombe r and 6 f i ght er   i
.r c r af t de f i ni t e l y shot down ,

5 bomber and 2 f i ght er ai rcraf t pr ob abl y shot down.

Losses of Friendl,y
Forcea: 12 single-engine tlnd twin-engina fighter air-

  __...__  _    , _.   
cr af t .

I,o ss es of per sonnel : 1 ki l l ad ,

7 waunded.,
17  ai s si ng .

fi 'e at he r Condi t i on s : The   i
.ght f orbat i on of cl ouds i n t ha raar of t he bad

  - N -   - - -   - N - 1   - /   1 

v eather zone offered good visibilitp so that the Ame-

ri can uni t s coul d a s.Gembl e over th e I sl and of Br i t ai n .

I n t he coa s t al   :r ea of Nort he rn Germany ar d t he f oot -
  .     -   Y i -     - .     -     1 -   - - N -     Y y   4 M Y     N   -' hi 11 a rea of t h® Har z   ount ai ns : Thi ck f ormat i on of

_
  r .    -   - - r   - - - -   - - - -

s eve ral s t rat a of c l ouds whi c h pe rmi t t ed ai r oper at i cu s

but di d no r permi t cLi mbi ng t hr ou gzi t he cl oud s ov e r

t hes e a re a s .  {not he r b  d we at her zfl ne wa s movi ng   om

t he Dut c h c oas t al a r ea t o t h® Ea st , r  head of t hi s bad

weat he r zone t he e l o ud cove r bec ame t hi nner s o t hat

  ove r t h e i ndu s t r i a l ar ea of Rhi n el and-  'ie s t phal i a bet -

we en Ems and l  e s er t he ai r craf t c oul d c]  .a b t o ade qua - 

t e al t,i t ude s .
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Over t 2:e t ar  ;et ar ea : 7/ 10 t o 10/ 10 var i abl e f or -
- - - - - .  _____
m,at i on o f cumul u s cl oud s , up pe r cei li n g up t o 5000

me t e r s , above t hi s a l t i t u 3e up j it t o 7000 me t s r s

l i ght s t r a t u s cl oud .t
  e l d s a f whi ch t he t hi c lol e s s

a i
.r c r a f t

s ou  t i me s pe r iui t t ed t he   e r i can bombe r vt o di s ap -

pe a r i n t he c l oud s .

10 .
)   .mer i can At t a c k o a Fr ank f ur t. on t h e b.ai n on 30 De c ember 1 91 3

- - - r - - Y - - Y N   - - - - -   - - - M - - - -   -

(See sket ch : horae ai r def en se , suppl ement 61+1)

Ene  r &f f or t
• - - - - - -   ,

'   
rrom 09:10 hours on the assembly of A erican bomber units 

- ov er t h e s out h er n se ct or o f th e Br i t i sh ai r b a se r a s r e co gni.z ed by t h e
!

Oe r ma n r adi o i a t e l l i gence . Be bi nni n g a t 09 :   l hour s , t he Ame r i c an b omber s

cr o 4 sed t he Chann e l coa st be t n een Somme Es t ua r y an d Di eppe . The ai r c r a f t

t hex  p r oc e eded by wGy of t h e a r e a of St c, u ent i n , Re i ms , and hux embou r g

i nt o th e ar ®a af F r ank f ur t , l :dxinh ei m, and K  r l szu h o . Si n c e opt i c a l t a r ge t

f i ndi ng wa a not p o s si bl e , t h e born b s ti e r e di sp e r sed among ot he r t a r ge t a

on l  ai n z , Fr an k
.fl  r t ,  ii e s ba den , Opp bu , and   an nhe i m. F r om 12 :  

,
0 hour s on ,

e
the  o, oer aircraft returned in northw estern direction by way of Schel-

de an d s o  e Est ua r i es   whe r e t h e l a s t b omber   uni t s n e r e r epor t ed at

1 5: 00 ho ur s , t  numb er of : mer i c an f i ght e r w i t s l::et t h e r e t ur n i
.n g bon b er s

ov er t he a r e a of Br u s s el s , iJEmur ,  b a ]
.,  ed y , and Tr i e r . The s e    gr t er s had

i nt r ud ed b et we en Sc hel de Ea bus,ry and Cal a i a f r om 11 : 38 hour s on .

I n add i t i on , t he .4me r i c an ai r f o r e es conduct ed t h e f ol l vwi ng op e r a t i on B:
  __      .    M   _     ____ __  _____

• At 09 : 50 hour s , a si ngl e   ai r cr af t f l e°w al on ; t he
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coast near Den Hel de r .

A f o r ce of 20 t o 30   io sq .i
i t o- f i ght er s i nt r uded vi a Den He l d er •

i nt o i   t .
Sc he l de Est ua ry duri ng t t e   .eri od f r om 10 : 20 t o 10 : 4 5 hour s .

r' r om 10 :1  7 t o 10 : 52 ho ur s , t wo a i r c r a f t cr o ss ed t he i sl and of

; al ch er er. .

From 10 : 51  t o 11 : 10 r.o ur s ,  : si n gl e a i r c r a f t appeared over t he

coas t at Rot t erdam. '

Fr om 11 : 1 5 t o 11 : J+5 ho ur s , 1 Type k o s c ui t o a i r c i 'a f t f l ew a

re c onnai s sanc e rai s s i on over t he ar ea of Dui sburg dnd   uenchen- Gl adbach .
_

.
Fr or  11 : 53 t o 11 : 5$ hour s , a si r  l e ai rc ruf t cr v s s ed t he i s l

•
,,..or  dal c heren.

Fr o  L2 : 31 hour s on , a si ngl e 'I  p e   io s qui t o ai rc raf t f l ew a r e

c onn ai s gance rsi Qai on  au s x a cr o ^s Es bj er g and Al aen i n t o t he ar e a of I  os -

t ock . V hen t h e ai r c r  +f t had re ac hed R:; s t ock , kt     i t was no l onger

po s si bl e t o ke ep t rack of i t s f l i ght cour se .

    Fr om 13 : 23 t o ]1  :03 hour s , a si ngl e ai r cr at t dppear e d over t h

c oas t at Dor t r ec ht .

Fr om 1 4 :3 5ut o 1 5 :0 6 hour s , t wa ai r craf t f l y 'i ng at a l ow al t i -

t ude pene t r at ed i nt o t he a r ea of He r zogenbos ch .

Fr oea 1 5 :   •2 t o 1 5: 1 7 hour a , t wo Type   Ius t  aag ai r craf t f l yi ng

• at at l ovr al t i t ude i nt r uded acr o cs t he i s l and of  tial c her en .

Ca :a,rLt rnent of t he I F3.ght er Corps
      _______  _____----__
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Tot sl El f or t : 1    si n 5l e - en   ne and t tiYi n - enf  .n e f i ght e r a i r c r af t .

TY:e   :a ;;or i t y o f t h e f~i ght er .i r c r . f t er  pl oyed b y t h e 2xyd an d

3 r d F̀i ght e r   i vi si ond di
.
d not s uc cee d i n c    Yu n b t h r ou  . t r . e ci oud s .

. _
  11

. a i r cr a f t V:e re pr e co ci ous l y i  e cal l ed t o ai r f i e l d s i n t h e c o : s t  u . a r ea s

st .vhi cr, sa f e 1   n di nE;  r a s   os s i bl e .

En e  y Lo s se s : i r .e   l o ss e s   re r e not obs e r ved .

Lo s se s of F r i er  l y For ces : h o l os s e s of ai r ¢s a f t .

Lo s se s of  :e r s onn e l : 3 ki l l ed i n c r a sh l andi n b s,

   Veat her Cor,di t i on s : Good vi si bi i i t y i n r ea r of a b ad   ea t he r zon e p er   i t -
- - - - - - - - - - - -    

t ed t r.e   ,me r i c an wn:  t s t o a s s es .bl e ov er Or e a t 3r i t a i n ,
•

hppr ouch i r.b ov er ;dor t r e r n r r   ,n c e and Lel gi um t i ey v e r e

  bl e t o or i ent t h er s e l v e s by vi su s.l ob s e r v  t i on of t hs

gr ound. Cve r t he   r denne s t h ey met    i t h a cl ouc y b  .d

   e at he r zon e    i t h   n u1.Ye r ce i :Li n  ;   oet we e n   500

  n d 300 0 c::et e r s .

Rei ch ' s t e r r i t or y : So ut r. o : t ha l i n e Ruhr «r ea - H  r z

  f r i endl y  
.g

ht e r ::i r cr   i t c oul d n ot be ope r  a i on   l l y

er:,p l oy ed owi n,  t o 6 aat t h e ex t r emel y l oti1 cl oud ce i l i nb   .
I ower ce i li n ; s f r o  , 0 t o 1 5 ; :ne t e r s , vi s i bi l i t y- f r om

f r om 300 t o 1 500 met er s . 2 t. er e we r e h ea      sh owe r   s

i n h' or t he r n Ge r   an y ;lI•.i c h , on  :c eount of

i c i ng , pe r cd.t t e :  t h.e i i  ;Y t e r s t o cl -i.ir b t nr ou  l: t h e

cl ou d s onl y i n t ; e c   9e s of a .  s c  a t er ed cl oud•
b r e  :. its .
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I n t h e t a r ge t a r e a : Thi c k f o r    a t i on :;f cl ou d s a;i t h r  .i n - f a l l . Lowe r ce i '
- -        

1 50 t o 1 00  rset e r s , up   er c®i l i ng 2500 t o 3000   :et e r s .

Chap t e r VI I I

3si+  3.Li.-  . , ,  ̀- 3+-3  E# Ic  Y.i-#a Hfi 'r-It i'. '   2;i  ̀ -3t 3;-" ,.. .

Ivi g h t t i r  e Ev e n t s i n
- ______     ________ _

D e c emb e r
.

l g l j

,
  1 .

) Sur vey
_ _.  _______

 
a   )  3r i t i s h Of f en si v e 6c t i vi t i e s

bad
  Tn Dec e   b e r 194 3 , t h eYf e a t he r c ond

.
i t i on s i n Gr r a t Er i t a i n as s u-total

u.ed su c  _   r op or t i or  s t h at t :  e
v of f en si ve ni   ht t i   e act i vi t i e s oi t he R  F

a gai n st t h e ° ei c h ' s t e r r i t or y v,e re raor e ]
.
i   i t ed t h an t h ey had be en d ur i ng

14oveczbe r 1 ; 43 • Dur i n b r.i n e ni ght s ( 5/ 6
,

6%7 ,   / g , 8 / 9 , 9/ 10 , 11,/ 1   ,   5/   6
,

' and 27/ 2S Dec enbe r l qt 3)
, n o Er i t i s h ai r c r af t  ,p peAr ed ove r t he se c t or of tTi e

`
I Fi   t e r Cor p s e -.  e ept smal l nuaio er of :' r i t i sh c our i e r ai r c r a f t f   y-i nt; t o    v n     . t   ^ '  a     c

  f     'G   o
Srred en . Dur i r: ,  ni   t s wi t h vre a t   ,e r c ondi t i an s s ui t abl   f o t - a f f ,e t ot ul

' a t t ac k s
of b ]

_ar ge - sc a l e v we r e di r ec t ed aQa i n s t c i t i e g i ,z   ° Rei ch ' s t e r r i t or y .s total!t o f t he s e a t t a ck  Ker e di r ec t ed a r a :in s t t h e Rei ch ' s c api t a l . Th e   iu  ber

of h os c- ui t o- bo  :o er R en pl oy ed i n nui sa nc E r d i cis hGd d ecr e : sed i n De ce u  er .

Ab out 1 'r n ui s .n c e r  :i d s   cond uc t e d by s rrl    l h:o s qui.t o- un i t s v:er e r e co    i zed
  TY e d e s t ruct i v a ef f ec t of t he se r ai d s v  a s n e  :i.

i ; i bl e . The Coa st a l Ooaro ai d
. . ,c an t i r u ed i t s r i r. e- l ayi n g ac t i vi t i e s i n t 'rle f or   o x 7 r ee o  i zed oFer at i on s ,
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' '1 ;   e c e c_:

    ,r a f t e r t l :e p  a t c; r  i oi

t l :e : :i    i .t c;t t _:c !: a . : 2c ; ? 
, Lo  „      e _ , -: i

.
d :  o t  cx     c   t c t. t a:e G .: r ::::: n

:  i ` ia f i   ;ta e r d e f e n s e c b   • ^u r   .r
i   e . i i: c  : z i t  i r l .

l orti , -
d i , 

t c1-;c e r.
i _ r.t f i ; 'r.

t e r

Ol;  -'T  - t _LOii.° C".. VBr i . -_C
 i t 0 t .i:C     I':  ' Ot'   e =' -y Il ' i: it  u : r .

t r a l u e r  s ln  %. I   : 2.ii1  '   .I 'C?  :
• l ow-  ! ev el st  •,;f i r. _ -  t t  ̂ cl: s on   e r l.{a7 ni   ;r.t fi   .

i:t e r  .i r   i el d s r  r o:: uc ed ni;,i -

    l:ce ef f   c t   . 

i i .c :  r i t i  -i .       -  ':.o
i n t    x•i e r ei ic e     i t h t i: e   -c

t i vi t i e s mf t c,e   e r -
n o  r

 ::  r. . , d ,_.r : t _ t i o n s b y d r o,r. , >i r. ,
t i rl   ,;i l  -t : i

_
>c c._u

d e i t   e :
 
  f e l t t o   r : i .Yle i   4 -

  i n _ e     e r.
t u 1  =o c u r i r };  

 o :- r  •.
  t 0 - I1  GUI;Ce 2•-     .

  i: e i n  ;e r f e r e i:ce :i t i: t : .e . ,..c
i   c oc.n.ur:  c   t .

;  on ol t l.e   er: .   r: Colc:-

c  :rd -,:nd con t -r ol - ;yni er    u s i r.t en : i f i ed ccc _  ?:: e r 3Gl   . Tl    i ia e i f e r e: c  ._i :.

• de re 3 , i n : ..r t '  c  
. -r•, i i:e r._`-

'. ;t i i _,
 .t e = o.. :r .i i cn s d   .r i n   t i:c: r_.i.,_i.t cf   c j

 

17 J e c c!:;:;e r .

c .
) '  or.:,:  t :.. ;r,t c  ' t i .e

Ge : i:d.r : i    .t :  i Via er ? :,r ce c
- - - - - - - - - --- - --- - _- - - - - - - - -     _          _      - -

'l i .e e r_:  1 o  : ent of t Yie ni =-ht f i ,,la e r f or c e s  ,y_.s   -_ s o i r.   e ce::_c.e r

1q ;3 c i t e r: r:i nde r ed t y f o;; ti:}   cl. ,: _.s e r.cc  ;ra e r ed ;t1 :=o ;   r..
i :  t . ..i

t i t u d e s .
op er   .t i on Q

Iio ,:e v e r ,     • `:     
•. -ic- , C          c  x cr. c c c u '

_
d b e c o n d   c t a ,:. =_J   i n st a a c Y: 

  r•i t i s i: l r _e - s :, _l e   t t   ck c r.d :i .    s e :  c i f' r   coci4i de . _.t    e  ,r o  . ur•t j on due

t o :.e   .t i-.e r c or:di   ,i   n s coui d t e _vci ae ,a .
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•

a l t houbh h e j vi e r l os s e s ,   .s com  e r ed t o t h e p r ecedi n   L ont 'r  , coul 3 b e i n  -
o ;: e r a t i on s   a s di d

f l i c t e d orl t he Br i t i sh bomber i o r ce , t he r.i bYa f i ght e r   '  

aene r a l l y   ; ea l:i n  , by n o mean s    oc pr odu c e sa t i s f a ct or y r e su l t s ,
?b ove  .11 , t h e i n   d e clu at e s upYl ;  of t t .e Ty; e Sh 2 a i r bo r n e s ea r ch app ar a --

t u s :. hi cl:   w: s i u  un e t o an y i n t e r f e r en ce n ad e i t i rap o s si bl e t o i  

p r ov e con si de r  :bl y t h e s uc ces s e s obt  :i n ed i n n i   r.t f ì
.ght e r p ur s ui t ope -

r a t i on s . Th e d ev e l opmen t o f t hi s met }. od of c or.uii t ment , howeve r , m  d ® sc  e

pr o gr e s s owi n g t o t he emp l oy raent o i r r:di o bea con s a s au  a l i ar y means of

t he conrn uld r:nd cont r ol   ,y s t e m. Tl:u s t l. e conf i d ei7ce  of t he ni   t f ì   t - -
wa s i rnp r oved

t e r f or ce s i n th e i r own su cc e s s es ' whi c h t h e l a t t e r ha d l os t .a  z r e s ul t

  of t he f  : i l u r e of t h e '  h .mmel be t t ' - ni gt  t f i  ;r.t e r op er a t i on s . Oper a t i on s

ag a i n s t th e Br i
.
t i s}; Zo s c ui t o - o on,b e r s  +e re  a mo s t co  l et e l y di sc ont i nu ed

•
t e c  :u s e no s ui t abl e ni   t f i gh t e r ui r c r «f t t yp e . l̂ echr i c n l i   ;pr ovi s a t i on

t o i rup r o ve t he ef f i ci
.en cy of _:va i l abl e ni   h t f i   ht e r t yp e s di d n ot b r i n g

   bout a so l ut i a n of t he p r obl e n of c ount e r   . o s qui t o op e r a t i on s .

Dts i .n   Decer:ine r 1y 1+3 , i t oc c ur r ed s eve r a l t i me s t ha t
.

t h e

a s s ern bl y of Er i t i sh bombe r f or ce s ov e r t l;e Dr i t i sh  
.r b8 se Ku s not r ec og

n i zed a t  1 1 or wa s re cogn i zad t oo 1a t e . I t ha   n ev+er be en d e i i ni t e l y e 
r e co  ii t i on ha d b een  u cc er t ai ned syhe t he r   q  such r a pr ev ent e3 by Br i t i s h

co r.c ea l re nt or whet her t h e Ga r r-.a r. r a di o i n t e l l i gen c e had f a i l ea . I n c on -

c l u si on , i t shou l d b e n ot ed t h   t t h e Ger rnd_n f i ght e r de f enae s , i n De cember

19 k3 , di d not s uc ceed i n cau si n " s uc }  l os se s t o t h e uni t s of t h e RAF
t h at

a c ont i .nua t i on of t he ni   Y•,t b o  ber ope r a t i oa s

aga i n st Ger mar  i n 1    .1        tivou l d ha ve t o be con s.
i d e r ed u s a r i sk

.
•

d.
) Successes and LOsse s d ur i r  De ce.  er 1y 1+3

____._ _  .  .- - - - ____- - - _____     
The av er a   e t ot,a l st r engt h of n i ght f i ght er ai r cr a f t i n oper at i onal
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condi t i on i n t he se ct or of t he I Fi   rit e r Cor ps i n December 19k3 am ount ed

-         - - - _   _...__________        _____- _- - __t o :   1 5 t wi n - en  ne f i   ht er ai r cr af t
- - - - - - -- - - - - -   .  - - -

Tot a l s t r eng t h of ni   ht f i   r,t e r a i r c r a f t̀ co  ri t t ed i n t he s a c t o r o f t he I
M           - -     - - -   - - ti - - - - -   - M - - - - - - - - - - - - N - - - 1   - M .   M M   -Fi ght e r Cor p s i n De c ember 191  3 : 7?     t wi n   n gi ne f i ght e r ai r c r af t of whi c h
- . . - - -   w - - . . - -   - - - r - - - .   r - - - -   - -     -   -    

about b(; r,i oht   ght er s war e empl oyed t o
- - - - 1 - -   M   - - - - - - M         M   - - M   . -

  +i0 3   ll j
.
t O -   t t t1Ck S .

- .   .     -   .. ..r -   -

    r  Nu  ber of ni €h t f i ght er a,i r cr af t c a   p l et e l
,y

l o st i n t he s ec t or of t he
- ~ - r - - r   s . r   -   - .     - - - - - - - - w   . -   - - - - . . - M   - r r . r - - -I Fi ght e r Cor p s i n De ce mber 191,3 : 21  t Yri n - en  

.n e f5.gh t e r a i r c r a f t whi ch i s
-       - - - - - - - - - M - - - - - - -       - - M M -   y - 1 M N w - -   - r r -       .   .   M  3 p er ce nt of t h e t ot a l ef f or t .

- - - - - -     . 
  Lo s s e s of t h e RAF ov er t he Rei c h   s t e r r i t or y i n t he se c t or of t he I Fi ght e r

- - - - - - - - - - - - _- ____     _.....-   - - _____._   _      _Cor p s i n Dec e mb e r 191 3 : 1
,
38 ai r c r at t n ot i n c l udi n g t ho s e  

.r c r a f t b r ou   t a  t• -   ________          _     - - - - - - - - - - - - ____down by ant i ai r cr af t -a r t i   l e r y and by s i
.ngl e- e •nbi n e

-   -   - -   •       - -   - - - - - - M N -   . - - -

ni ght f i
. ;

ht e r s .
.   -   - N -   - M w - - - - - - - - - -

Thi s f i   u r e r ep   e s ent ed about   , 3 p e r ce  t of t h e e st i mat ed t o t a l
, ef f or t of

t he a.; F a   a i n st t he Re i ch ' s t e r r i t or y ti hi ch  :   oun t ed t o ab out 2,  0 0 a i r e r a f t .

e .
  De t a i l ed I r.f or   a t i o n

- - - - - - - - - - - -
• it was the first time thatOn 1:?. De cen ber at 1 9 : 00 h ou r s ;   qui t o-   fl r.,be r wa s s hot d own ov er

t h e r a da r st   i
.on Ba zi i n a ' Hi c  el be t t ' - oper at i on . Th e 3r,e squi t o- s i r c r af t hi t

t h e g r ound n ea r 'La l t bo  el i n h ol l a nd . The suc c e s s f ul c r ew can si s t e d of .
Yia upt tuann He ure r , Obe r l eut nan t Ha us d or f , ar.d Ob e r f e l dwebe l Sc he i b e and f l evr

a Typ e J u 88   Ser i e s R2 ai r c r a f t e aui pp ed wi t h t h e Typ e 9 v  2 a i r bor n e

9ea r c h zpp ar a t u s   s   re1 1 a s wi t h Typ e G  1 and S  :2 uni t s . Th e l
,.a

t t e r a r e d evi -
 

  `
t  

_
 

_ ._

 
,
, :     :   .   '

_
: • Sce s re i t f or ci n  ; t he en  :n e s t o imr r ov e t h e     bi   g a..  d s ee a }e r at i o t pe r i or -

  aJnc e .
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- The Head ua rt e r s of t k e I Fi t e r Corps ord er ed t he f ol l awi ng mea aur e a :q  

      - - r . . . «   - -   - •   -

Oa 12 De cember 191+j t h e f orauat i an oP t he ai r er af t r epo rt i ng

and r angi ng c ompar y of t he 222nd   i r Si   aa l Hegi u eAt aa cr ew vf t h® ni g  t

f i g ht er e ont r   l . sh i p °fTog o'  at t he anc bora ge of Ki e l . The nTogo n wa s t o be

e mpl oy od a s wat er - bo rne r ada r st at i on i n t he Ba l t i c Se a a a wel l as i n t he

Skag er r s k .

Oa 28 Dec ember 19  t he e st abl i shmeut of t he posi t i an af t he

3ect i onal Fi g  it er Coaomar:dar Gr ove i n Hol l aad . I nadeqvat • wi r e comatuai ca -

t i ona t a; t r om Denmark t o the coamaod po at of t  . 2r:d Fi   t sr Di vl s i on aa-

ce a+edt at ed t he poasi bi l i t y c  c on;i uct i.ng nd.gr t f i ght e r Qperat i ons i ndepeA-
 

deat l y i n Jut l and.

! On 29 De ce mber 191+3 t he r e - e qui pme nt ot t he ai ght t i g ht er
r e s pect i ve

vr3.r  s wi t h enl y one yai rcr af t t ype ' . The wi ng a were t o ba e c ud
.

ped v i t h t he f ol l a vin g t ype a :

l st ldi   ht Fi g ht ar   :i ng wi t h t he Type 219 ai.r cr af t f or at  pl oy  ent i n HHi  

me l bet t  +- t ac t i c s and i n ni ght f  ght e r p ur s ui t operat i ons ,

2nd h'i .g ht Fi g ht e r   ii ag wi t   .̂ th e   ype Ju BB R ai r cr af t f or empl o,  ment i n

ni ght Pi ght e r pur s ui t oper at i o na , 
Ni t Fi ht e r ' ':i n   d.t h th e e   :e 11U ai rcr af t t or l o ent i n3    g 8 TYA    

"Hi   aal bet t  't acti c s ,

5t h Ni ght Fi g  t e r  ' i ng wi t h t he Type Ju 8$ and Typ e Me 110 ai r c r at t f o r

e  pl oymen t i n '+Hi nmel be t t n- t ac t i c s a.nd i n ni ght f i ,  it er pur sui t oper st i ons

Phot o of Ober f e l dnebe l Sc hei .bs , t he ai rc ra f t r adi o oparat or•
- - - - -

o f   :au  t rcnnn he ur er , shot down t he  
.r at ldo s   ui t o  omber i n a

_,  _ _ _ _ _ _ -
ni gl2t oper at i an oa 1 2 De cembe r 194 3 . He we a 1  i1 1 ed i n act i on osii

. Z     Uy
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,21/   2 January 191 4

_  _  _...._.,._.___  

Ni   t
2 .

) I  t i.iae E  rent s dur i no t he Per i od fr ora 1 t o 16 Dece ube r 1q43
-     - - - - - - - - - N - - - - - -   . -

.- - - - - - - w - -

(h ot i n cl ud i ng Br i t i sh l ar ge- sca l e a t  LGcks ;

(Se e slcet ch : hor e ai r de f ems e , supp l e raent b 51)

T1-,e Ruh r   r e 3 wa s t he t a r  ; et ar e a f or 6 n ui s an c e r a i ci s con du c t ed

by Type   :os  .ui t o ai r c r a f L. The bomb s  ,Ye r e wi d e ]y di sp e r sed , arnon  ot he r

t a r ge t s on Es s en , Obe r l ,̂a us en , and Venl o , k s r dl l n umbe r of n ui s nn c e s i r -

c r a f t f l yi n S si n  l
.y pene t r at ed i nt o t h e a r e u n o r t h- we s t o f Ber l i n and i r.t o

t h e a r e a af Fr  lnk f u r t a r.d L   :,nnh ei m,   r i t i sh r,r  .l l - ec al e rc.i.n e - l ayi n  oFer a -
• t i o :  s :a e r e cond uc t e d i n t n e se : a.He a n or t h of t he   Ea st F r i si an i s-

l ar .d s . 2 Co ar i e r a i r c r a f t   ra  :e re ob se r ved f l yi n   dc r o s s t Y .e Ska   e r r ak t o

- S •jed e n .

To t    l Ef por t of t Y:e R  ' :   b out 8  Type l o s :, tr
;
.t o ai r c r    f t a s we l l a s 10

------------------------
  ai r c r •Gf t of unr e cogn i zed t yp e s an d a gr ea t nun b er

of   i.ne - l ay e r   i r c r •G:f t .

Comu i t mc n t of t r e i Fi   ht er Cor p s

- I n ";:'.i rr  ol be t t " - t a ct i c s ove r   or t he r n J ut l ar d :1 t wi n engi n e £i   ht e r a i r cr df t̀ ,_
i n '  ' i rm e l be t t " - t a ct i c s i n I Iol l and : 2 t wi n - e n,  n e f i g ht e r ai r cr af

- - -   .....- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tot  a ef f or t : 3   .i r c r af t

Enem.y Lo s s es : 1   :os evi t o   anb er on 12 De c en be r 1 9 +3 .
    _____

• Los se s o f Fr i en d l y For ce s :   on e
.
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I
  •

  . ) I :i ,;
ht t i tr e  went s ::ur i r ,,

t l: e Her i od Pr o::. 1   J ece. 'r,e r 1y1   t o

  J    nua r y 151,1.,
 

( r: ot i r. cl ud
.
i r.   '  r i t i s l: l a : ,, e -   c 1e ,_ t t •zc  a )

(   ee Gl: e t c r•:: i:or::e :  .r
d ef en s e , s   p i erx nt   6 ! )

  r:e 1:    Li f or t

l n t r_c , e con d Yk..i i o f Dac er. be r , t i  e n  s ur,e e r :::i d s coi duc t ed by
o r.

2 ;  e 1.̀os  .  ui t o :  i r cr    ̀   't  a ni gh.t   :  ;
g r. cor.c ent r   t e d

t .: e i n: u s  r i - i 3r e ;; ;,f ti'  e s t e r n Cer :.:, r ;   . :. Gs,  l l i  a  :be r oi bor:bs ti r:a r e l e  -

  ed an i:oeL  , L' ue r     , 3onn , r z  nit   ur t on t h c i. u:i r. , i~  n au ,   nd ot r.e r t  :.r   et s .

  , , i'e      l-  r c r  :i t l    r _r. ,   i r.;,
:Ly ai : :ea r ed o   e r i :or   'r.  c; st e r n Ge r i: ::r  ,v   .r.d t i  e

•

co '  s t =1   r e :  o  i:o1i : ,r.d . Br i t i sr. r.a r.o- -  ; ;e r   i r c r ::f i ai. e r  :t ed ir . t he se  :
•

a r e  t n or t h af t l e „ c st F r i si ar: i ^ l a r  i s . fs'  :i r c r   f t of t i ;a :  r i t i s : c c ur l e r

se r vi c e t o C  +ed e ti ec r o s s ed t h e ° k .  ̀;er r    : .

Tot  wl :   f y or t of t he ?  :r : ALo ut 1 J0 i    , :e 1'.:   q   t o a i r c r   f t an d 1 rrs n e - 1_Jre r

uni t o f un l :r.own st x•er.  ,
t h .

Co : r-i t r;:ent of t rie I r i ;  :.t e r  "  a r l: s
- - - --- - - - - - - - - - -   _  _  -     - - - -

ai r -
I n ' l•'.i r..rae l b e't t   - t a c t i c s ov er I: or t r e r r J ut l   r id : 2 t ti .2 n - en :;  .na i i   ht e r

 
c r  :f t  

i n ' F!i r  r  e l 'oe t t '  - t :_ct i c s '  olle r c:ol l   nd : l i t •  i n - zr .  i n e f i ght e r ai r -

c r ctf t .

i ot   .l ef f or t : 1     i r c r a.f
t

• : na ay _ oc se s : :s .er  :;:  _o:  ^e s    e r e not ob :-e r ved .

Lo s s e s of i  r ,i en l .:,;r : or ce s : l .o . .e
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i
1  , }   ii r  e- La yi .n  Oper at i on s Conduct ed by t h.e   , over t he Kat t es at and t he
- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - M.  __ _____.__  ___Sea  ' rea nor t h af t he b'les t Fr i si an I sl and s on 1  2 Dx ember 1943
- -- - - - - - - - ._ - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - -     _  _ _     _  

(S ee ske t ch : home ai r de f ens e , supFl ement 67 I  

Ene  Effort

Dur i r  ,
t he p e r i od f r om 1 7 : 20 t o 18 :00 r.aur s , 40 t o 50 Br i t i sh

ai r cr s f t f l yin g a t a r. a l t i t ud e of a bout 1+000 net er s c r os s ed t h e c oa s t of

J ut l an d be t  r e en Fzi r  ,
l: oe bi n g a r,d Es b j er g. Fl yi n  i n ea s t e rn di r e ct i on t hey

headed i n t o t h e h at t e ga t whe re t h e3t dr op p ed r  n e s i r om an a l t i t ud e oi' about

2 00 met e r s . They r e t ur ned by    ̂ y of t h e Skn  e r r ak . Th e 1Gs t r e t ur rLi n b ai r -

  c ra f t pa ss ed S   t gen at Z0 : 02 h our s .

• Fr ora 1E :0 8 t o 18 : 51 1-:ou r s , a sec ond min e - l a y e r ur,i .
t f r om 1 5 t o

?0 a i r cr a f t st r on g ci r c l ed ove r t h e s e a a r e a nor t r. of t h e i s l a nd s oi Yl i e -

l an d an d Te r sc he l l   n g ,

A   r i t i s h cour i e r a i r cr af t wa s ob se r ved f r om   0 : J  1 t o 21 =17

hour s vrhen i t c r o ss ed t he Ska ge r r ak f l yin g t o Swed en  

Commi t men t of t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s  
- - -  - ___.  _ ._., ______ ____ 
The f ol l ol ci ng ai r cr   f t we re em; l oy ed :

B
,y

t he ?  ci   Pht e r Di vi s i on i n ' f:i mmel be t t i - t a ct i c 4 ov e r J ut l and an d Schl e s -
_.    __  _____    - - - - - - - -

wi g - Iiol st ei n : 2j t   i r eng i ne f i ght er a i r cr   f t ,
By t h e 3r d Fi  ,

ht e r Di vi s i on i n    -;i   nel be t t  - t,a c t i c s i n I-io l l dn d :
- - - - - - - - - - - - -       _  _    1 3 t   :i n - en gi n e f ì   ht e r   i r cr a f t

• ._....  _   _  __        _ _

  Tot a l ef f or t : J 6 a i r c r a f t
_____    _  _  .  .______   _  .  _ -
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+: ':E b + i 0   ' rE u : 1
_°.1 r C?"' l t   •  .Ut   o u+Il .

i c s s e : oi Fr i c iidl , , c  orce s : l ,one .

'..e at her   on   .i t i ons : Zn J ut l ur  l :   r  1G   l.
i r  c  _oud c ove r _t «i t i t uci e c 1'r or4

  UC t o 1500 c et er s.

I r:   . e cods t :  l ::r   r of E:ol l   .r d : ; j 10 t o     10 c ucu  u G

c  ouds . t _.  t i t ud es Yr ora   GG t o j 000 iret e r s

;.i t : : ĉ  .t t vre d   1.o,. re r G :x d i c i n ;  _
bo ve 1 000

r.-.e
t e r s .

    .
) ; r i t i sl_,- = t t   c1.

_
ar.  :er l i r. an

-
?;     ece r..be r 1; 4  

(See   Ete t c h :   :oiLe  -.i r a ei en se , s uppl e:;ie ra   0 .'
 

•

: r:er:,  • r f .f ar t

Y; .t  .n :y l e _t t l :e _,r e . .   •e c t  .nd nort h -   ,e st o f I :or r i c i  , : t r ong

  ri t i   }: i  or Y  r r uni t s   c   er..
  i eu av er t i:e c    :: __re ., of TE .e   t i  a s i-, , i roc ee -

di n;_,
f r or  1- er e t t::.   :°c =•: i t f orr::e 3   ba;..be r s t . •e  ai: : T•o c: -_7 . ; 0 } :our s a- 

,•,Y'.i ct_ i   e •+r i  : : out ti-   .:ct e z•i: , l i r ec i i ar: .;i t l  i  ; :-   ::i t o- :;a r cr  :  't _'orra r, : t r e
or.e

poi nt , r l     n . i n  .  _ _:•.+e sv c l os e   ;, 
i o1:Lo;;i n    ..  ,}

  t l.e ct he r
 !

 :.i .e ;  .r c r .:   .̀
t c r o s s ed t ::e Dut c ii Qo a s t   e t  . e e n Dei. l .e ]  e r : n d :  ._s

t e r d   :a .

r l
.y

i n ;.
i r, t -  .  ;i .t ` . •ou   .r ,

t r.e bo,:.
b c: _•   t _ e : ,,. _.r o ce e ci   d t o t i  a   •e   of

,
: .enr o -

"̂'t, Et_  i
_ y

v e r fr o;:: '..}:e re i t i:e   ded i n  •̀: .•.i der,i r. - _'c r  , a i or.   ::p.  - nt o t r.e ext er ded

« r e u of =e : 1i r     .T::  I e i ;- :z :: ..   o  .zt 10 'uo:.  e=- :   r c r<, . 't c 'r,  I.   ed ti u ce unt e :

r out e s al r e ;  dy ove r tk. e no rt 'r.ern c ect oz• or t r,e :  ehr  :rea . :;f 't er re i   :i no

t i:e i r ix r b 10   3 5 on   er l i r. , t 'r e bol,:Ler  - ret url:ed i' -.    -i n ;
i n   ve :-;  br o.  d

_ f r oi  t i r: ncr•t   :-  .:e et er r. ,  .e s t e rn ,   i .c? s out l
_- . e   t err  -?i r ec t i on . Tt e  i rc r  .i t

u  t c ro ^:;ed t l.e co  st ov er t l.e :-e ct ar e.  t e n- l i r. - t r or.: t };e i - 1 ..r.d oi Te rs c i  :. l

 l 1n  _.   .
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•
t o   oul o  n   °ur L.e r " he     t „ _. - = '     r,. ,    , . 1 .  L.r c .  .f t _e yt ,,1-.e cont i r,ent  .t <.  . 5c, i :a u r s .

Re s t.iLt s of t r+e E;t t ac k on 3 e r l i
.n :

Tir  :e f o at t e c h : i 9 :   0 t o   i :      ou : c .

i;e av,tir
d ::    £;e s in t h e c en t r  :;l s ec t or of t h s c :i t y ,

  1i E;ht d   :   .  ,e = i n t _ie out l z1 i n  ; d.i st r i c t s of t he ci t  , .

Ct lier .  r i   i s h ;3:;  r   ct i vi t i e s
  -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

  t 1 '  : 1,0 i;ou r   , J '1'    r_e L:os ;   .;.
i t o   i r c r  .f t ;; en et r a t ed   z   Brug -

  e , }ur u Gse l ° 1I1t 0 t };e  ar v : of l;oe l.rl, Due Gs e  ! uor f ,  ;nd Dui s hur   ;:rs3 l ef t

i n we st e r n d i r e ct i on .
Th e l a s t f   : s t bo r   ; e r c r o s s e d t he Dut e h c o a s t a t 1 ; :

_  +D r,ou .r   .

' F r o  i ; :   2 1_our s on , :. ho ut 1 j I
.a s  yui t o- bor ber s r e r.e t r ut ed vi a

t i  e co  a .; t _.1   ec t or nf Den }:el d er   r.d :'; :a t e     .:;r : i la o t he ;;r ea of I.ar.n av sr ,
Lr aun scZ: : e i   ,   .  i l:  ^ ^el  .

Cor,r i t r__erit c f t he I r i  ,2a e r Cor h s .

Ti;p f oLt rn , i n     i r cr   f t wer e e<::   l oy ed :

, To ; r ov ~  d e f i ;  l:t e r : r ot ec t i on ev e r :  e r l i n  ,. :d i n = ; :v .;  :e l be t t «- t :.tc t i c s i n
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ._ ,   ..  -----------------------t 'r,e   s c t or of t l  e :3:d   i " i :t e r 7i vi   .on a  _ci rs t t he    pLr o<<chi

.nG ai-r  l eavi ng
bor-.b er s .

by t h e l st and ?nd ? i  .;
r t e r Di vi r:i on s :  

 t ot   l a f 1  9 t   :i r,- ei:,;i n e f i   ;t e r

     .r c r   .f t .
The ;ii  ;ra f i ,; ;;t e r r.  .r c r r f t of t he ; r d     ;i;t e -r D 

.v
i   i on coul d r ot be o;  er a -i n   liol l and '• t i on -:11  erlg l o;. Z

G Lu:iil  _
t o f o =:  ;  ;.e   t;l .er ,
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The f ol l o r:i n a uni t s :_s s era l ed t o 1.-r ovi d e ni   la f i ;J ; t e r prot e dt i on :

L'ri t s of t l:e ? rld F?
. .:Y: 

t e r   i v-i   i on :

P' or t her n ;;ee ct or : Ove r r a d i o be ac a n "  u el l e ,

Sout Y:s r r  s e ct or : ove r radi o be   cor. I     r i e ::r,;  r adi c b e  .con I'l ,i l i r p .

Ur .
i t s of t l e l st 1' i    t e r Di  d   i on : Gver r a  i o beac or. Ger t rud .

- - - - - - - - - - - . _...____

T;- e fo 11 o,+: nL : i
.r cr a f t   e re di re c t ed t o j r oceed   ai, t l-,e f ol l owi :  ; rout e s :

I:i   ht f i F;Y.t e r  :i r cr   l t of t h e ? nd  , i t i t e r   i vi   i on f r om radi o bea con  ;,:ue l l e

by w; y of r adi o beacon  
_ari e , r aci  .a b e .  con Cer t r ud , and r udi o beac onp  Pant o

•
t o   'e r li n ar,d f r o  : r adi o b e<coi  P'r i l i    r by Yi   y of r a di o Uea c ons Ge rt rud and

• I=or.t o t o Ber l i
.n .

Ni   t f i ght e r ai r c r a f t c f t he l st Fi
.  li t e r J i vi s i on f r aa r adi o ueGc on s ert r ud

      - - -       - - - - - - - - - --- - - - -    
b;; v  :y of r a di o be a con pser t a t o Le r : i n .

: nu -  be r Df ni   h t f i gr.t e r t.Li r cr    f t of t Y.e 2nd Fi   t er   i vi si on
we r e

 ti 'rLi ch  aa x  , o  e rnt  
.nF; si rl  l y ,

  di r e c t e d in t o t he bombe r st r e ata  ov er r adi o be a

c on l ::ari e t o pur sue t he e ne r,y ui r c r    f t c ont a ct ed t he ene u  r f or ce s ov er t r.e

•   r ea of Fannov er .

f r om
The r ep or t s   f r i

_end l y obs er v at i on ui r cr Gf t iYYii c h . ope r a-

t ed ov er Gsnabr ue e k , _:a  l eburb , l e i ; 2l r , an3 E e r L .n cons i der abl y c ont r i but ed

t o tt:e   uc ces s of t he ope rat i on .

H  ers  Lo s se s : 1 j b on:be r -a r c r a f t d e f i ni t e l y srLot dcywn ,

1  bom.ber ai r cr   f t . :r ob abl y sY .ot down. 

Lo s se s of Fr i en3 l ;,• For ces   3   re r2 ,
f t , ,

Lo s s e s o f per s onr_e l : 2 wounded and !  nii.s s i n$ •
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 'ie at   :e r Condi t i on s : Fr or  t h e Cl ann e l cc a s t t o t he We se r Ri ver :

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _- - _- - _._.- - - - - - -

Fo  a l so a t ts  ;h al t i t ud e s   t wi t r  r • :i n .

E:-  st af t he   .e Qer Ri ver : I    h t Gt r a t u s c l oud b ar,k s ,

l otirer ce i l i n   ; 100© m.a
t e r s , upp er cei l i zl   1 500   e t e r s .

.

b
.

) Er i t i sl: nt t   .ck on l e i p  
.G on     1  Dec e_:.

be r 1  1   

(Bee Qke t ch : hor :e zi r d ef e n se , suppl er; en t o9 : }
 

  r.en    : f ar t

i io a s s e  .bl y of i3r i t i s ;, bo  ar i o r c e s over t rie I sl and of Br i t ai n

V  a s ob s e r ve d .     :i 1 :   2 h our s ,   .i e f i r st e l e:. ent s o f a b cx  be r s t re a   c on si s -•

• t ' . 7 f   e ve r ^ tzui r ed fou r - en ci n e bar: be r  :ir cr alLt -,,ere i -   about 1 0zr o o .. 41 zd   1
,  r  5

  1  .
1
.aaet er s tive st of Ber   en op Zoom. a i t e r c r o ss i n e t he c ou s t b e t   +een Den F :e l -

d e r ar.d Y a t wi j k , t i .e Fr i t i s i  bo,ri: e r ` he ade3 st r   .
i    a i n ea st e r n ai r ect i on

i nt o t n e  ;r e a o f Ber l i n ar d Fer l e be r g . 3 r i t i s:  a i r cr a f t vrYLi c h l ef t a€;::i n at

03 : 41 hou r s d ro p    :d or.l y l i u  i t ed nu    ar o f b aruUs on t he a r e .  of Be r l i r_
(Or a-

Br i t i sh
r, i e r.bu r  ;   r,d r r a r d en  u r G on t he I: : v e l ) . Th e r-   j o r i t y of t he  b o  b e r s cha n  ed

t o   out l.e r n di r e ct i on   a b e f or e r ea chi r  Ee r l i n t o at t a ck Lei p zi   .

l̀ he ai r ob   e r v  :t i ot  Sy s t e   i f  . i l ed t o r a cc  :  i ze t t-.i s cn an  ; d of t h e f l i ;  .t
•

ca ur s e of t l,e h r i t i s h  : i r c r   _
f t . The Cor p s I:ead cu ar t e r s tiwa s i r f o r med on t he

t e l e -
b e   nr,i n w.  =t t a c k on Lei p zi   ,

by   `h on e ca l l f r o  t he ant i   i r cr   .f t a r t i l l ar y

c o  ::. n
d er i r. Lei p zi  : . Ee; i nn in   ra U1+: 20 hou r s , t he a t t acki r . ; a i r c r 4f t l e f t

t he a r e4 of Lei p :i  ; vi a 5out h er n   e„  t  r , Bel   um, :;ixi IJor t h e r n Fr an c e . T'n e

Chan ne l c oa st vr .s c r os sed b e t V.e e;  Ccii e l de   s t ua r y anci Ca en f   h er e t h e l a s t

• b onioer l e f t t r:e co a s t ,:  t O6 : -  han r s .
•

Ot her Br i t i s h Ni r Or er a t i on s
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   _
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a t 16 : 5G hour s , 2 Type l  o aqui t o a i r c r  :f t c onri
.ng f r a  Ne ]i gol and

Bi   .
ht appea re d oti er Cux l-,aven an d pr x e eded i n sout h- ea st e rn di re c t i on i nt o

.
t he    re ;  of   •a   i ebur  ; , St e nd al , ar  Per l e be rg . Ttie ai rcr   f t r et u rned by w  y

o f Sal z'tyede l , i uene bur   ,   n d Lee uwarden . The l a st po s i•
t i on of t r.e ai rcr ,d't

r eport ed vra s ov er t he i s l ar.d of Te xe l a t l c  :   6 hour s . They pr e su  bl y we re

weat l:e r re c onnai s s an ce  +i rc r a f t .

ht 16 : ?l hour s , 2 T  e :. o s qui t v ai r craf t pene t rat ed vi a Qst end ,the
Cha rl evi l l e ,

Frankf  ar t on t he   i n i nt o '  ar e a of Rot henbur   ob der l auber

a nd Cr a_
i l s re un. Tl.e    l e f t t hi s are 3 la  b;  n'ay of F iei de l be rg , Sa drbruec   en ,

and Arr a s . ;; t 15 :3 5 r our s , t t;ei r po s i t i on  n Gs ov er Di eppe .
_  

Fr or:: ?0 :34 t o 21 : 20 hour s , a   n    :be r of' ai rcr af t c i r cl ed i n t he•  
s ea dr ea no rt h- yve s t af t Y e i sl and s of Te r s c 'r e ]l i ng and Vl i e l and .   i  5   
I t Br i t i sh
  t   i

  
t ha ve been amc a '̀  ne - l ay i n ; : :i s si on ,

  t 0 2 : 1 0 hour s , 2 T  pe ;."o ao;ai t o ai r crdi t cr os s ed Souwme Est uF..ry anci

per.et rat ed vi.a Ca>r brai i nt o th e   r ea of Tr i e r ri her e one of t l-iem chan  ed t o

a c ount er co ur se , ti•rhi l e t l e ot h e r <:i r c r af t l. r oc e ed ad t o t he ar ea of Gi e s s en .
rs

a  On i t s wa y c a ck t r i s ai r cr af t j oi r.ed t ne re t ur ni r  boir,ber s a t 04 :13 holiti . 

Co  rni t   ent of t h e I Fi  ,ht e r Corpa
- - - .  - -   - - - - - - w   .   .  . .. -   .

Hi €h- a l t i t ud s i og pe r. s t t ed t he e: pl oyiLent o f srnal l e l eme nt s onl ;,t.
Tl:e f ol l o •ri ng  :i r cr   f t we re er.,  l oy ed :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _._.- - - - - - - - -

I n f Ni auue l bet t ' - t ac t i c s i n Hol l and an d i n t he s e ct or of t he 1  Fi ght er Di vi - -

si cn , i n ni   t f i  ;
ht e r pur sui t ope r at i on s , and t o pr ovi de f i ght er pr ot ec t i oa

 
ove r Ber l i n a t ot   l of 70 t wi n - en  .ne f i   rt er a.i rcr af t .

- - - - - - - - r .  _     _     ____._..._

  ` To conduc t ni   ht f i   ht e r pur sui t o  e : at i ons , t he f ol l oYri n  ai r c r af t wer e
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-   e at he r Condi t 3
.on s : Fog   s omet i me s at hi g h al t i t uds s wi t h a l ower 

  __ _ _ .___._ 
c e i l i ng of 200 t o l, 00 met er s . Vi si bi l3.t y undernea t h

t he hi gh- ai t i t ud e f og f r om 1 t o 4 ki l omet e r s .

I r  t he nort hern and cent ral ar eas of t he sect or of

t he l st Fi   t e r Di vi si on br i ght , i n t he   out he rn ar ea
som.et i mes

of t hat se ct or   c l ouded . Vi an.bi l i t y o f 1+ t o 1 0

ki l amet e r s . Fr om 24 : 00 hour s an , f orrnat i on of f og al -

eo a t hi gh al t i t ude s al s o i n t he nort hern ar ea of t he

s ec t or of t he l st Fi ght e r Di vi ai on .

7 .
) Br i t i s h   :o s gui t o A t t a c k on t he Ruhr Area on 10 / 11 Dec ember 1943

  _       , -------- ----- - -- ---- ---------

( Sae ske t c ]t: home ai r def en se , suppl ement 70 : )

• Enen y Ef Port :
- - .     

The f ol l owi r,g oper at i ons were condwct ed by t he B,; F':
______________  ______    ..  _  _______   

• nui s anc e r ai d c $r r i ed ot by 50 t o b0 Typa b o s qui t o ai r craf

on the Ruhr area. The aircraft intruded in two waves which crossed the $

coa s t   m® [ f  om 17 :   0 t o 19 : 00 hou r s as f ol l   vs :

l st wave between Cal ai s and 1 ;e  te r schel de ,
 

2nd wave between Schelde B atuary and Zandvoort.

:  s,ma]1 numbe r of bomb s wa s dr opped on Koe l n , t he ar ea nea  Si egbur g , ne

Leve r ltu se n , ne ar S ol i ng en , s out h of Kre f e l d , and on ot he r t arg et s . The

  o s qui t o- ai r c r a f t ret urned f r om 1 8 : 46 hour s . The l a s t r et urni ng nui sanc e

bomb er vra s r epor t ed f l yi n g ov e r S chel d e Est uary at 20 : 0  hour s .

_ A number of  ircraft comducted a minel aying operation over
'

t he s e a are a of t he Ea s t and  :e at Fri s i an i s l arri s f r oia 17 %5l  t o 18 : 41

hour s . The ai r cr a f t       q  achi ev ed t he dee pe st p®net r at i on
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•
n o r t h a f P;or der r ey f l yi n   :: t a l t i t ud e s l r on! 50 t o   UO l;:e t e r s ,

r r ora i '7 : 50 t o 2  : J 1 i!ou r s , ;; _ i r c r   .f t f l ev+ c ou r i e r mi s si on s

t o Srreden .

Dur i i  r t t:e p er i od yr o! : . 1 : 17 t o   j :   l  ho u. Ms ,    si n ;; l e ai r cr :  f t

c a r r ;  i n   or s upp l yi r,J  .  en t s   aad   i n t r ud ed i nt o t he  :re a of Ar l.u s i n

  e iu <<.r lc, l he  ii r c r   f t app r u,-.c i!ed vi a  - i r:Lkoebi n  , Li   j or d , i s _a nd of Sa -

  oe ; i t f l e ,-+ a t Gl t i ud e s f r ol:.   U t •o ;zUO   et er s .

.  ci
.nE; l e   i r c r a !' t c a r r yi n g or suppl

,,v
i n   a  ;e n t s i nt r uded i n t o

t he  .:r e a of R3n st e d t i n Der  . rk . The G.
i r c r  .l t i nt r uded  a OO: L,1{ hoor s   G

Fyn
• ki l om.e t e r s n or t h of F i r!  .4Loebi n   u ; t o t he i s l 8c  d of   dnd w  :s   i .o t

_
iown at Gl : j l  Y ou r s n or t h of   i n Fst ed t . 2'i .e   i r c r  :  't i 'l e  ,   .t al t i t ude s of

•
;    t o 5tA r:  t er s .

_
', s i n  ;,

  e Ty   e I . o s   ui t o <_Lti r c r +  f t l  en et r  lt ed i r.t o t he  :r ea of

Brerr.en . The  :i : c r   f t ap p r oa ch ed a t Ol  : ; ''j l:our s vi :: Ee r   en op   oor,  a  l h ep -

, e n . I t l e f t b  " +  .y cf t l  i sl alui of Tex e l   t 0 5 : 1   h our s .

Co!:z ;:i t :;e nt Q,f t rle I : i   Ya e r Cor p s

  The f ol l a ri n  ,  u r c r  :f t tive re c:.  l oy e l :

I n   f :i r  ::e l be t t   - t +.:c t i c s i n t h e co  =.s
t Gl   z e  .4 of t Y:e He 1i +; ol Gn d Bi t;ht , i n

i: oh   :n a ,    .r d i n Deruu  r k s t ot :a of l   t ti i n - er, ; i ne I a.  ,
Y,t e r ui r c r a Ft .

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

F.c e    Lo s se s : 1 ai r c r a f t shot do vn .

• Lo s s e s of r r i en dl y For c es _ i ;on e

,̀':e a t h e r Con di t i on s : I n t he coa st a l 4 re s. of t h e Flcl i   ol arld 3i   c.t   o : t l y
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t r i  ;E    i t h j   10 cl owi cove r at ab out i 0  0 met er s . I n

t r,e i r   l  : .r d , =e  : s c i o   t or r. :.:
t i on i nc r ea si n ; t o 10  l̀ u

a t L:l t i t u d e s i r on. 5t)0 t o i   , 0 rret er s ;   .Lov e t h  a   l t i -

• t  ,  d e cl ou   e s s . Tn t iie cad s t  a a r e a s of .;or t 'r,e r r  J ut l  :n

c l oudl e s s and t; odd vi si   i l i t y .

Phot o of t r e CorII ria.  d i n b Gf f i c er s of t he t    'r.t e r

Lr,i t s i n t h e Sec t o r of t   o 2r:d i  i   ::  t e r !7i v i si on

_.t a  .̀ ap Ex er ci s e Hel d by t h e ue   d ,:: u  r t e r s of tY.e I
a    _____      - - - - - - - - _- - .  _  - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Fi   't;t e r Cor   ;s on 11 De ceo ber l  j l+;

 

_   .
) Br i t i s h' ,t t uc k

_
on Be r  i n

-
on 1 6/ 1 7 Dec elsber 1943

( See ske t c h : h oz: e a i r d e r e ns e , sup p l e  e nt '' 1
_ and ,.r.ot o-

st a t : h oi :e c : r d e f e ..s e , s uj: pl er..en t 7   :   '

`•i t u  t i on  :_:   of t }:e ::e ad ; uur t e r Q of t he I  ' i   ,
h t e r

Cor   : s of 16  i   J ec er .Ler l   hj i
  f f or t

•
L I1  I :   '  

  Tl:e Tri t l ^}1 Uol'    e r   UTCe     .s   p  J l ed UVe r t l:e  :r e u n or t t! Of

Lond or. . Fr ar. . l ' ( : .%5 i:o ur s or: , u boz<,be r s  _ e  .  , f 1  d.nf; i n s eve r a l ti:a ve s
on t l,e  .i:ol e

aa ch c l os el  T f ol l oa;i n 4 t h e ot }:e r  :nd '  c or.  i s  i n   oi ' ceve r   l hur_dr ed   i r c r   f t

Y:e ::d ed uc r o ss t he '  ui d er     , s t r  . i   ht f or J e r l i r: . i o s .. :r
i t o h ol;.be r s f l e:  

  .head o f t h e r:;  :
.n

f or ce . Af   Er :.ir o,  lc
i r.;; t l:  :;i r borub l oGd s on Be r l i.n t n e J r i --

t i s r: bor : e r s r e t u r ned i r.  ti e st er n   r.d n or t } :-  re st e r n  .
:i r e ct i on t o t }.ei r b   s zs

•
Tlie ;:  j or i t     of t he r et ur r:i n     r c r _:f t  :r-  c; t t;E ;,;i .• r out e vi a t %e Nor t h

 l r i si an i s l   :nd s   .Y,i c ,
.   .e r e c r o s c   l o   • t i: e i    s t ;Li r c r   .i't  ;e t   ee n   1   22

an d :  l : l  !, r:o ,  ^.
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I n addi t i an, t  e RA,F conduct ad a nui satic e r a   d   i.'t h   t o 6 I  mq  o
. -.

t o si r cr af t aga i   s t DtxLs  r g-Han:h or   . The Mosqui t a- ai r cr af t cr ossed ' he I  it all

c oa st   'r om l   s26 t o   0 . 22   our s bet waen I   mui den and Rat  +ci   k i a sant   - aa s t e.r  

directian at d returAed by wa  ot  cbelde Estuary.  t 21t3  houre, a bear  g

xa s t a,t  n on tt  e ] a st ai r cr a  't pa ss i ng over t hi s ar e a .

Reaul t a aP t he At t ack a a Eer ]i .n : .
_ _.......  ____._ _._

Ti me of at t aak :   0•00 t o   0 r4
.
5     ' s . I f ur t her _I3eavy damage e i n Sp andau and   .i.a mana a t adt ,

  c damag es i n   e  e  f ,
$ er ].i xtB r i t z ,   'i lmer s3or t , an d Stt a dt   .t t ®.

 

'' '
  Cammda m  nt of   tie I , Fi gh t s   Eor p s

.   r w -   r   - -   -   .   - ti •M   .  

S Ext ena3.4e f og al ao at hi.g  al ti t udes consi der abl ,y
  r eat r   .ct ed

 t.Yie sc aye of t he f r i end  .y ef t or t .

Tbe f ol l o ui.ng ai   cr af t xer m eampl ayed : •
_

a   -
. .

. /   M       . r -       r   r ^   r . r- -  

I x  "Hi uuaal be t t +    a   la.cs o  er t  i s coas  al ar ea of   ol l aod : 3Q   3:n -  engi ne

t i ght ®r. a i.r cr a   't , • 
3n    ti .aur  l .bet t »- t a ct i cs i a t   a sout her n pa,r t of t he sect or ©t t he   nel   i g  - 
t e.r Di vi si an ; t wi  i -•e t er ai r cr af t    -    ,
i n ni gh t f i gh te r pvr sui.t q , er at i on s : 2  t wi  n- engi na :Pi ght er ai r cr at t ,
t o pr ov3d e '3:i.ght er cov®r c:ver   er 13n at ni ght : 3p t wi n- e  inm f i g it  r .a3r -

c r a f  

M         . N -   . r   o   r  

T  tal ef f or t : 92 ai r cr aft  
- .   .  _.,    
_

, To c0nduct ni g  t   ght er p  r sn  t c  ar at i.on s , t he f ol l owi   g a3:r cr a f t , wer a
_     ,.  ....

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

-   o , -

 
di r ec t ed i ra o t h e   ; orr  e r s t r ed n  :

P;i   a t f i ;;ht er a i r c r a f t of t h e 3r d :  .  ht e r Di vi s i on ov er th e Zui de r Sea

and t 'r.e 1 st Gr aup / 2nd I :i bht : i  ;ht er r i r 
,
f r on ILa s s el ov er r adi o be a c on  -hi l i pp and

r c  di o hea c on   .eLr a .

I ;i   ht ]  i ght er   i r c r wf t of t h e 2nd   ' i € l:t e r Di vi s i on ov er r adi o be a con Lud -

4 i  ; i
.n

t h e   r e d ea s t of 2wo l l e .
at ni  ,

h t
To pr ovi de f i   ht er cove r over Ber ]  .n

  t h e t est cr ews of   re l st Fi   t er
  -   .   -   -     N - - -   w M - - - - M   1-

Di vi
. s i on we z•e e,ri:pl oyed :

o f t he  ?nd : n d 3n i r  l;ht e r Di vi s:i on s
Th e T

,ype J u S8 ai r c r a f t, r enp i oyed i n ni ght f i bht er p. ur sui t

..
  o  e rat i cn s c ou l d er t e nd t hei r ope r at i vr,s  ; r t o    e r l i n , ti•,hi l e 1   Typ e   :e  

11 0 ai r cr ::f t of t he 2n d  .n d 3j 3 Ì i   ht e r Di vi si on s  ,e r e f or ced b y fl   el
•

  ior t a   e nn d l ucl, of 1  .n r.li n b pos s i b i li t i e s i n t r:e 4r ea of E e r li r  (   :ea -

t h e r ) t o br ea k of f t.Y e i r our s ui t op er a t i on s f a r l andi n    t t h  
.r t  cl;e -

of f bv se s . Ti  e ai r c r  :f t̀ of t h e l st Fi   ht e r Di vi si on e  pl oy ed t o pr ov,.:. -

d e ni   ,
ht f i ght e r cove r ov e r Le r l i n 1-:dd t o l  :nd on a i r f i e l d s i n Sout h e r n

Ge r mar y   :h en t he at t ac lc ti  a s ov er . I ;i   ht f i   ht e r cove r ov er Ber l i n wa s p r p _
n i   ht

vi d ed b y a t ot a l f or c e of o9 t wi n - en gi n e`' f i b ht e r a i r cr a f t .

' En err  %os s es : l E bomb er ; i r c r Gf t shot dovun .
- - - - - - - - - - - -

Los s es of Fr i endl y For ce s : 3 TS*p e L 'e 110 ai r cr a f t of wh i c h 1 a i r c r a f t

c r a shed i   edi a t e l y a f t e r t ak e - ot  f .

Los s e s of Fer s onn e l : 3 ki 1 ].ed ,

1   ounded ,

• 3 r i s si n g .

t 'ea t h e r Con di t i on g : I n t h e p h .i n s of h or t l , e r n G-e r n an y ext en si v e f og and

_ _...,___._____.  _
h i gh - a l t i t ude f o  bank s  G a t 50 t o 1 00 met e r s , upp e r
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•
ceilins 500 meters. Considerably hazy in the Bay of

 usnsterland and in tections of Central Holland.

Speci al I nf ormat i on on Radi o 1Rarf are
r ._....  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The cont r ol vf t he ni ght f i g ht er operat i ons wa s  
wi t la

wa a adv er s e l   t af f ec t ed by t he Bri t i s h i nt e rf ere nce a$ t he corp s and di vi -
e

  ona l c o  .nd f re que nc y. The sh o r t - f   qu ency r adi o voi ce and keyi ng c ammu-

ni c at i vn wa s obs t r uct ed by count er t r an sn,i s si on of  
ci t at i on s f r om speache s

deli ver ed by t he Fuehre r or h  by t e l egr aph j a  ci.ng and t h us aL soat tul i"ea -

s;.bl e . Be l l s ound s di s t urbed t ne u l t r a shor t ma ve comm uni cat i on . The r adi 0
.

voi c® c om    ni cat i on on t he f r ec;uency of t he S ei ch  s t ransmi t t i a.g st at i on
 

$t ut t gart (Arr ed force s radi o net worlc st at i on   Annema  i e  t) whi ch had been

  used by t he Headquart e rs of t h® I Fi l;ht er Corps f or fi ght ar cont rol purpo -

. se s s3.rice t he end of Novsmber 19J 3, v:as a11 of a sudden j ammed by a st ron 

Bri t i sh j ameci ng st at i on .

9. ) Bri t i sh At t ack on Frankf urt on t he   ai n and b6a,nnhe3.m on 20/ 21
  ___________.__ __- ._

December 1943
- - - - -

Enermy Ef   ort
._____..____._..•

'   t 18 :00 hour s t he f i rst el ement s of a Brl t i sh bomber st r eam 

appe ared ove r Schel de Es t la ry pr oc eedi ng   n s out h  a st e rn di r ec t i on .
Type

  iwso,u
i t o ai r cr af t Rhi ch f l ew ehead of t he mai n f or ce penet r at ed i nt o t h e

Ruhr are a and l ef t b3  v ay of t he Zui
.der Sea , The t r i ed t o conc eal t he

f l i  ,
h t r out e of the hea vy boluber a pro ce edi.ng t o t  ie Rlti xie   +s i n pl ai n s .

  The bomber st rmam proceeded up t o t he area of Frankf urt on t he laain and

,   ax nhei m where t he ai r cx af t sc at t ered.   f ter droppi ng t hed.r boa  l oads on

Frankfurt, Offenbach, and
 annhe  the four-engine bomber aircraft lef't
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'
t he Rei ch   s t e r r i t or y f l yi ng i n an ext r eme l y br oad f r ont i n we s t er n and

n or t h - we st e r n di r e c t i m .

I n addi t i on , t.  e f o]1 ov i ng oper at i ons wer e conduct ed b9 t he RAF :
r       . -     - - w - - - w - - r - - - - - r - -   y -   .   r -   -   - w -

Bet ween 18 :08 and 18: 23 hour s , a si ngl e ai r cr af t̀ cr ossed

t he sea a r ea nor t h of Skagen fl y  n   t o Srveden .

 1   i r  l e ai r cr a f t i n t r u3ed i nt o t he a r e a of Bo ch ol t . The

a i r cr a f t̀ app r oa ch ed a t 20   01+ hour s vi a ii 3t wi j k and Dae l e n an i l e f t vi a

Schelde Estuary 4t 21:20 hours.

Co  .t ment of t h e I F̀i ght er Cor p s
 

-   r r -     - - -   -     - + -

Th e f ol l rn r̂l n   ai r c r a f t we r e er,  l oy ed :i ___ __  ..___     _  __.
I n '   l be t t   t a c t i c s in Fol

.
l and ,

i n ni gh t f3 ght e r pur s ui t op er a t i on s begi n ni n g a t Sc he l d e Est ua r y , and

t o pr ovi de n i   ht f i gh t e r cove r over Fr an k f ur t an d &:ann he i m an d , a s a p r e -

. ca ut i on a r y mea sur e , ove r Eer l in

a t ot a l f or c e of 177 t wi n - e n gi n e f i ght er
- -   .r ______" _   M   ..  _
a i r c r a f t

  ._   __.__

  :  .eaaent s of t h e ni ght z'  .g
ra e r   i t s of th e 3r d Fi ght e r Di vi si on

t o ok of f u s s oon a s t he a i r c r a f t ap pr oa c hi n g f r om t h e i ir i t i s h a i r b a 4e

V :e r e r e cobni zed  3n d p r oce eded i n di r ec t i on of   Sch e l d e Est u a r y r h e r e

t he y s,e r e di r e ct ed i nt o t he b or b er st r e 8m.

Th e f o1 ::_owin g a .i r c r a f t ive r e a s se  cbl ed t o p r ovi d e f i ght er cov er :
    _ _  __._.  _______- .  _       ._ 

•
I i b r.t f i g  •t e r ai r c r a f t of th e 2n d    i ght e r Di vi si on :

I ,i or t h e r n se c t o r : Ov er r adi o be a con  ;ue l l e , Zh e a i r c r a f t we r e di r ee t ed t o
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pr oc e ed by ti ray o f r a di o b ea con Phi l i p p t o r adi o bea con Ot t o and r, r an k -

furt.

Sout i  e r n s eot or : Over r ad i o oea cor. '  eb r a . Th e t .
i r c r a f t 1̂ e re di r ec t ed t o

 Jr oc eed b y Yray   mt of r adi o b ea con Phi i i pp t o r adi o b e ac on Ot t o ,

Fr an lcf ur t , an d   ann he i m.

Ni ght f i gh   e r a i r c r af t o f t h e l s t Fi g ht e r Di vi 4i
..on : Ov er r adi o be a con 1 2

and radio beacon Fk ilipp. Since an attack on
h ad t o

Ber l i n   be a rlt i ci pa t ed , t he s e f o r ce s  

wer e not d i r ec t ed t o r adi o be a con Ot t o a r  i t o

F r an k f ur t .

 
Ener  r Los se s : 23 bomb e r a i r c r af t shot d orrn .
- - - - - - - - - - - -

i
Losses of Friendly Forces: 6 aircrdit.

Loss e s of per sonnel : 3 la .l l ed ,

1 wounded, and

9 missing.

Weather Conditions: 3/10 to 10/10 thin and rapidly changir  formation
- - -   - - - - -   -   - - - - - -

of cl oud s at  tbout 600 li_et e r s . Vi si bi ]
.
i t   of 5 t o

1 0 ki l c  :et e r s . 

10. ) Br i t i gh l  t t nck c  Ee r li n on 23/ ?1   Dec embe r 19  3

(S ee s k.et c h :  ior  e a2 r d e f en se , s up p l emen t 74 ! )

Enemy Ef f or t
__ _....      _

. ,
at Ol :   5 r our s , a bomb er st r ear.i con si s t i nt; o f srna l l f our - en -

•
  i ne ai

.r cr uf t uni t s l e f t t r e I s l and o f Br i t a i n i n   out h - e a st er n di re c t i

The borr:b e r st r ea tr  er os s ed Sch e l d e   s t ua r y i n s out h- e a st er n di r e c t i on •and
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  r oce eded i ilt o t he   r e a of F r a nl:   r t on t 1. e 1,"ai n  rhe r e t h e a i r c r a f t c i r c l ed
,

They pr oce ed ed i ni t i al ],y i ri ea st er n cLi r e ct i on i nt o Lhe a r ea s out ri of Er f ur t

a nd t h en i n n or t h- ea st er n di r ec t i on i nt o t l:e a re a e a ; t of Lei p zi g , a rrl f i n E

  [ l y i n nor t he r n di r e ct i on f or t h e at t ac k on Ber l i n at 04 : 40 ho ur s . The
- °;Qs 

t ern
bomber ai r .cr af t r et ur ned i n we st e rn di   s ct i on by way of Nort hs   [ Ger mar y .

I n addi t i on , t he f ol l o ud.ng ope r at $ons tiver e  conduct ed b r t he RAF :
_   _ ____________      _- .,._    ._

  nui   ::n c e r c.i d c onduc t ed b y Type   :o s c.u
i t o r:i r e r a f t on Ber l i n

1 5 t o 20 Typ e h.o s c,ui t o a i r c r a f t app r oa cl-:ed f r or  02 : 50 ho ur s on a cr o s s t he

Zui d er Sea an d vi a   ja nn ov er and b r au n s c i;.  ei g . Or. t hai r v,ay ba ck t h e   o s   ui -

t o- a i r c r a f t j oi n ed t h e r e t ur ni n   h ea vy banb er s .  •

 ' t 03 : ; 6 ho ur s , a l ong - r a nge ni gh t f i ght er a i r c r uf t p en et r a -

_ t ed i nt o th e s e a o f  
.nd ha ven . The ai r c r a f t l ef t   ScYie l de Est ua r y a t •

0 5 :1 1.
ho ur s .

t e s ul t s of t h e At t a ck on Ber   i n :
_._,__- - _  _  ___._    ______ 

Ti me of a t t a ck : 03 : 40 t o 01+:1+0 h our s .

Iie avy dami  Ce s i r. t he e  . st er n s e ct or s of t h e ci t y .

 
Ca t  i t ment of t h e I Fi g ht e r   a Cor p s : '

The f ol l owi n   a i r cr a f t we re emp l oy ed :
_   _____  _    _ ..      ._ _      

I n ' 1 :i mniel b e t t '  - t ,a c t i c s i n ° c ut . ;e r n fIol l and , T e l   i um, and i n t he s ec t or

o f t he 2n d Fi g ht e r Di vi si on ,

i n ni   ht f i   r.t er   •u r s ui t op er at i ons f r om   c hel d e Es t udr y on , and

,
t o pr ovi d e ni   : t f i  ; lit er •co ve r ov er Ber l i n

a t ot a l f o r ce of 1 66 t tivi n - en ;i ne f i ght e r a i r c r a f t .
_.  _..._.,_.__- - - - - - - - - _- - - - __ _- -- - - -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

- 1G  -

.

•'r.en t l: e   r :i t i sh bor i  er s app ea re d over t he rlo   't ii e r n Ciiancl el are a t ;i e

t h e ni b,it i i ;;   t e r a i r c   â f t of t l• e 3r d i i  ; ia e r Ji vi si on t oo; of f rrom t i:e   .
i r -

f i e l d s ° t . Tr ond and Deel e n t o T roc eed i nt o t : e are a of Schel de   ._ ;
t uGzy  ' here

t hey ive re di r   ct ed i nt o t he borriaer   t re s m.

To Yr ov i d e ni uht     ht e r co ver t he   i r c r Rf t a e   er bl ed as f ol l ows :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - .  _    ______..._  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

T  i   ht f i.  ;r.t er ai rc r af t of t r.e 3r d .,i   r.t er    i v i ci on :   rv e r rudi o beacon s hur -

f uer :-t and I d  ..  1Le; we r e di r e ct ed t o radi o beae

c on Qt t o f r om 'rVi,ere t tiey o1:e rat ed i n t he bo  oe r

  t r e   r: uf  t o    e r l i n .

- i  i   tit     l ;t e r  ,i r c r  :f t of t he 2n d   i L; ht e r Gi vi si on : Cv er r  :di o be ac on s   ebr   ,_
.  r:i l i  ;p , an d Lud',ri  ; . The  ,  Y.er e di re ct ed f r o 

•

rGdi o ue ac on I i i li p vi a r adi o beucon Lud•, i   t o 

rad.
i o be a coti Ot t o f r o: ; J i_e r e 1,hey oi  er at ed i r. t h2

bod rer st r ea r u . 
t o   e r l i n .

  :i   h t f i  , - t e r :i r cr   f t of t r.e l s t   'i 1;h.t e r Di v i  ,i on :

I:o r t he r n sect or :   ve r r : i i.o beacon  
.
? . Tli e r   re ra

di re c t ed ,,2 :, r   di o b ea con :  oiit o t o i=;e r l i n t o : r o

  v i d e +_
' i  ; i t e r ccv er .

Gout l :e r n se ct or : Ove r radi o be a con Pont o f r o 

:,he re t he ai r cr   f t v er e di r e ct ed t o Ber l i n t o   c

; .r ovi :Te °i
, ,

ht e r cov e r .

  ,r i t i sh 10I7 ;- r a :-  e ni  ;fa i i tPub er ::.i.r c r ,..
f t i n t er f er ed v i t h t li e

i arad:,.n   :r: ne uv e r s c f f r i en :  l y n i   ;ht f ì   }it e r s i 21 t P e ar ea of   r e   t Ler l i r. .
•

I n G.3di t i an , :.:  
t i a i r c r   f t Gr t i l l e r ;,r

i'i r ecl <<t  : n ur:  e r of ni   lt i  .  i t e r ai r -

c r r f t  .:r. cr. t ::e5- : e r e l a r: 3i r.  on ': i r   i e l d c i r. - er ; i a ,
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 .  ner  r Lo s s es : 12 bomber ai rc r aft shot dotiyn .
- - M -     N

Los s e s of Fri end l y For ce s : 6 ai r c r a f t of ti :h  ..c
r  1   ras s hot down by a

.-- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
friend]y sinale-engine night fighter over

  er l i r..

Lo s se s of per s onne3
.:

4 ki
.
l l ed ,

---- -------
2  nounded, and

5 r,ii s si ng .

We at her Condi t i ons : I n Hol l ar.d : Very t hi ck ha ze , f og , or hi gh-ti .l t i t ude
- --------- ---

fog at 100 to 300 meters.

I n 13ort he rn Ger:  ; n,y u  ; t o t he El be Ri ve r : 8 / 1 0 t o

_
M ~ ~ ~

10/ 10 cl oud cov e r , i owe r ce i l i ng 200 t o

  ( 00 met e r s .  

I n t he are a of Berl i n : 5/ l 0 t o 9/ 10 l i ght cl ouds .

Sn t he ar e a of I.ei p 4i g : e l oudl e s s
  r - . . - N - w - - - - - - - - - - - -

f og
I n   out r e rn Germarr p : r.  t ensi v e   t c ov er s .

1 1 .
) Br i t i s h !',t t ac k on Eerl i n on 2 y/ 30 Dec ear.be r 19  3

  _  _ ._    _  __    _ _ _ __ ._________
(S es s ket ch : hor e  .ti r def e ns e , supp l ems nt 7 5 t)

Enea  Ef f or t

-   . - - - - - N -    

At 1$ :20 hour s , t he f i r st e l ement s of a Bri t i sh bombe r

  t r eam vre re r e cog ni zed f l yi n ; ov er Gr eat Y  .rmout h and Lowe st of t . The

bombe r ai r craf t r racee dad i n e a st ern di r ec t i on acr o ss t he Zui de r Sea
•

i nt o t he are a o f 0 snabr ue ck c.ad , f l yi n 4 novr i n sout h- ea st e rn di r e ct i on  

reached the area oF Dessau and Leipzig.
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! Fr om her e on e b otabe r wave hea d ed di r e ct l y f or Ber l i n , wh i l e t h e me ,
j o-

rity of the bombers flez  a wide circie via the area south and south-

we st of Ber l i n t o a t t a ck t he r ei c h   s ca pi t a l app r oa chi n g f r om t he Ea st .
wi d al y d i sp e r 5ed

The Br i t i sh at t a cki ng a i r c r a f t l e f t i n a x  m̀t  f or n a t i on i n tive st e r n  uxl

north-western direction.

I n addi t i on , t he f ol l ow i n g oper at i ons a er e conduct ed by t he R  ' :

A nui sanc e op er a t i on condu ct ed by Type   'o sc u i t o a i r c r a f t

dropping tinfoil strips in coordinated action with four-en  ne aircraft

penetratin  into the Ruhr area. From 1B s22 hours on, 15 to  0 Type  :os-

quito aircraft crossed the C  annel coast between Dun irk and Boulo ne
' up i. o  '0     0 hour 5 ,s s u r 1Ser i n e a s t e rn di r ec t i cn .  i hey r   t u r ned , fr om t he P,,uY  r ar ea i n n or t h

    we s t e rn d i r ec t i on vi a Sc hel de E st u ar y t o Gr e a t Er i t ai n .

A mi n e- l a,z,
  ng op er a t i on ov er t he s ea ar ea n or t h of t he

Ea s t Fr i s i a n and ti re s t of t h e P3or t h Fr i si an i s l urid s wh e r e a gh :a t numb e r

of a i r c r a f t c i r c l ed b et wee n 19 : 03 an d 19 : 21 . r.ou r s .

A n ui s an ce uli ss i on f l rn   n by 2 TJrp e   :o s : u Lt o a i r c r a.f t i n t o

t h e a   e a of  ':' e r t he i m on t h e h aan . The di r c r a t t̀ app r o ached ut 03 : 00 h our ..
 

v i a ha t ti ri   k ,   'u en chen -  l adba c h , Kob l en z , and  ' r ank f ur t on t h e   :a i n and

l ef t by   ay of   St ut t ga r t and   et z . The l a s t ai r c r a i t̀ wa s i n t e r

c ept ed by r ad ar wr.en i t wa s f l y i .n g ov er Re i ms a t 04 : 50 hour s .

  Comrrd.
t nen t o f t h e I Fi ght e r Cor p s

      - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1'. hen t he Br i t i s h b orube r ai r cr a f t i nt r uded t he ni g ht f i gh -
i t e r a i r c r a f t of t 'r.e   an d 3 r d Fi   ht e r Di vi si on s co ul d not be cor, wi t -

;.ed ow n   t o  ue 3t he r condi t i on s .
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" TY e f ol :  ocrzn , ai r c r a f t    e re ec,p l o,, ed :

I n "Hi mrLel be t t " - t   ct i c s i n t he se ct or of t l:e 1 Fi ght e r Di vi si on  , h en t r e

bonb e r s i n t r uded an d l e f t ,

i n "  'i mn el b e t t " - t   ct i c s ti +h en t h e b omb er s l e f t i n t r.e s e c t or of t he 2nd Fi gh

t er Di vi : i on ,

i n "Hi r:  z,el be t t " - t a ct i c s   a i n st t l  e r.>; .n e - l a.ye r : i r cr a f t i n t h e a r e a of t h e

F:e l i gol and Bi   ht ax:d i n J ut l and ,

i n " IIi mr. el be t t " - t a c t i c s wh en t h e bomber s -.  e f t o ver Dut ch t e r r i t or y , and

i n ni.ght f i g ht e r pur s iai t o1_er a t i or.s a sr-. a
l l nu  ber of a i r c r a f t of t he l st

Fi   ht er Di vi ci on when t h e b omb er s apFr oac hed ov e r t he a r ea so ut h of Eer l i n ,

-
,

''
 

a s r e l l  . s of t he 3r d I   gh t e r Di vi s i on  +hen t l  e b o  be r s l ef t ove r Ho  1 at' d .
„

_ Tot a l ef f or t : 6b t tivi n - en gi ne f ì gh.t er a i r c r a
-       ___________

  n eray Lo ss e s : 1 2 bombe r s.
i .r e r a    t  -hot d o oyn .

-- ------

Los se s of Fr i e nd l y i 'or c e s : 3 a i r c z•a f t .
- - -   N - - - - - - - - M M - - w

i o s s es of per s onn el : y ki l l ed .

  .ea t h e r Con cli t i o n s : Vl l:en t he en e  tiy aj. r c r   :i t i .nt r ud ed i nt o Ee l gi um, :lol l and
' '

  -   _   ' " and i nt o t he F. ei c Y:' s t e r r i t or  r 10/ 1 0 Qt r a t u s c l o ud s , l o
_

we r c eu  l in g 75 t o 200 r__e
t e r s , upp e r cei li n g 1 500   et e r s

t h e o f ;0 00 l::et e r s
: b ov e   icx s l t i t ud el '     '

.1n st r dt a of l i gYa c l oud s .
Vi si -

bi l i t y of 1  .0 2 lcj.l .o  e t e r s , a t c e r t ai n pl ace s even l e s

:':r.e r t h e 3i
.r c r ._ f t r et ur iied  b r ea k s i n c  

.oud Yo r rna t i on

ca  e f r or.: J ut l 3nd . I n t he coa st al  :r ea l ower cl oud ce i -
• l i n bs a t 200 t o   0 0 r..et e r s . Vi s i bi l i t y of -.  t o 3   l o-

ne t e r s .  
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