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FoREWORD

Studies 158 - 160 are divided into two major parts, "The Air War

in the West" and  'The Air Defense of the Reich", reflecting the command

organization within the LuftWaffe during World War II.

The problems connected with tne procurement of necessary source

materials , as well as the scope of the latter , have precluded the chron-

ological preparation of Studies 158 - 160. The author was forced to

 
conplete firet those sections for which source material aras already avail-

able. Thus the first portion completed 'was the description of air defense

activity in the Reich during the period from 15 September 19 +3 to D-Da,

(6 June  944), This pnrtioa has been further divided into three vvlumee

(each accompanied by an aanex volume ), as folloWS:

Volume I - Day and Night Aerial Warfare over the Reich, 15 September 
19 +3 - 31 De cembe r 1943 .

Volume II - The Struggle for Air Supremacy over the Reich , l Jaau-
ary 1944 - 31 March 1944.

Volume III - Aerial Warfare over the Reich in Defense of Vital Luft-
waffe Installations and Supporting Services, 1 April
1g44 - D-Day (6 June 1944).

A critical comparison of Allied and German source materials dealing

• wi ':h the Qvents of the selected period is forthcoming.

The present text (Volume II of the above) deals with the eventa com-

prising German air defense activity (1 January 1944 - 31 March 194 +), ex-

I  
' cluding the commitment of antisircraft artillery. Volume II is based en-
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t i.r e l   on 4e rman s  our ae e . The i 1l uBt r at i ane per t ai ni ng t o Yc ].nad I I

are to be fouad in Anns  Volu s IZ. .

8onr ce t ia t er i a l $ Us e d f :or pol ume I I
.

The ahief conte porar r Banrce utilize.d in the descriptioa o! ev-

e nt a rtas t ha Rar   i ar y of t he T F3 ght er Cor pe . Th  :  ]J i ary i s of  do ea-

ne nt ar r s i ghi f i Ganc e . Ia a fe W i ns t ance e , s uppl ement ar y f n 'or mat i an

has be  ea t ake a f r o.m mat er i a l e  l .vags d f rom t he f orǹer _
  ,],i t ar y gai ence

  '
 

. Br s•ae.
h , 4e rman Luf t . a f f e . Thi e   :n f or  at 3.on may be conai der ed t o ba •:

   quasi-official. '

 'he fev explanator  remarlcs pertain,ing to the air attacke ©a Ber-

lin are ba ed oa the priQate aote.s of oae of the air deiense offici  .$,

Btationed thers.

The cr i t i ca l r emax   e .i nol ude d   i.x  t he mont hl y sur ve  s r   pr ®s ea 
 

the oie e af the author, tempered by the opinione of the So1loRing:

,  
 

llalter arai mann, Qsneralma or a.D., former Cammandi g Officer.,
3d Fi,ghter Division, and

  '

4uanther 8adusch, Coloael a.D., former Cammanding 01"fiaer,  th
,

•   i ght Fi ght er  fi ng .

  • ' ,Tha f ol l ,owi ng wer e not cons i .der e d :

r-epor t s gr epar +ed f r om memor y , suad
  -,I

i ,nf ormat i on aont ai ne d i n  l ay l i t er at ur  s pub-l i ehe d d  tr i ng,
t he  rar

e nd aubeoquent thereto.

    E ralu tio  of Yolume II, $t dies 1 8 - 164

._ . ,
,..   . ,     _. .
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The description of the events covered in Volume II is based on

source materials from the middle echelon of Luftwaffe command . Combat

reports by operational units are not available , and in view of the con-

ditions prevailing at the end of the war , there seems to be little likli-

hood of obtainiag documentary material dealing with the course of indivi-

dual air actions. This, of course , is a decided lack as far as the xri-

ting of history is concerned , especially since subjective reports , based

 
on the memory of individuals , can be assigned only limited significance.

The material contained in Volume II may be assumed to come close to

historical truth. Minor errors must be accepted as inevitable , consider-

ing the limitations of the sources available and taking into account the

fallibility of human memory .

It should be kept in mind that all references to the employment of 

Allied air forces are based on the information available to German mili-

tary authorities at the time of their commitment.

The figures given {aot, however , the time indications) can be pro-

perly evaluated only  in terms of their reciprocal relations. The author 's

though,ts regarding the limited significance of statistics as well as the

characteristics and deficiencies of the re orting methods will be given

expression elsewhere.
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C'rIAFTER I

DAY ACT I O?1S DURi NG J AI IUARY 1g 44

I . SURVEY

a . American O ffen sive Activity

^ h e Com:na n d Iic a dq ua r t e » s , I F'i   h t e r Co r ,  s , s us p e c t e d t h a t

the American Ai
.r Forces in Great Britain had recei_ve

d reir.forcernents

during January 1944 , especially fi hter aircraft units. On ti e ivhole ,
 

- -
however , al.

though the tota l number of aircraft emp loyed dur ing January

wa s l a r   e r ' .h a .  h e f o r e , t  i e r e wa s n o a p h r e c i a b l e i n c r e a s e i n t h e s t r i k -

ing paw er of ir.dividual attack s , nor were the su ccesses enjoyed by the

Amer ican Ai
.r

Force a ::   reciab ly greater than before .

Seven lar e-scale attach s were directed a ;ainst the Reich , one of

 

which was called off before tn , a ir ^ °     r..za ft hud _e
ft the   ound , presuma-

b l y b e c a u s e o f a d v e r s e we a t i: e r c o n d i t i
_o n s . ',Je a t ':  e r c o n d i t i o n s we r e s u c h

`hat si ;ht bo:nbing was p os"ible on o :ly two occasions , a nd one of these

a t t a c k s wa a o n l y p a r t i a l l
.y  ; u c    e s , f u l . I r. a s  :   _: c h a ,, t  i c Ame r i c a n Ai r

F o r c e u n i t s h d d t o r e s o r t t o i n s   _•  :rn e n t b o :ab i n   d u _r
i n  ; a l l t !: e o t h e r a t -

t a c k s , t.h e d a ?na ;; e s u _' f ? r e d b y v i t a l t a r -°e t s wi t :i i n t lle Re i c h wa s r z l a -

t i v e l
,y-

i n s i l; n i f i c a :. t , v  i t :: i. e e Vi c e p ;; -- e n o f t :, e a e s cr u c t i o n wr o u     h t o n

Ki e 1 .

As wa s L ie c   ..:  e ' n De c erl b e r. 1   4   ,  1m  r i e a n u i r c o:n;na n de r s i n Gr e a t

Lr i  , a i n ue :: o n s t  •a t e d c a  _it i on i n  ..  e i r c h o i c e o f d
_a,y s c ha r a c t e r i z e d b y
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favorable weather conditions for their large-scale attacks.

No definite pattern was discernible in the choice of attack tar-

gets.

,  
The penetration of American bomber aircraft into f entral Germany

on 11 January , with favorable weather coTiditions for the defenders ,

resulted in serious losses for the attacking units. At the time of

t'nis attack , the A:ne=ican escort fighters were not yet able to function

 
adequately as a protective screen for ;̀he bom:;ers and to shield thent

effective .y against German single ana twin-engine fighter aircraft at-

tacking frora a distance , even though the latter were numerically in-

ferior .

After mid-January , American fighter un7.ts
began r ore and mare to

carry out independent penetration actions into Germany via Belgium and
 

 iolland. It was assumed that these were chiefly orientation flights

for the benefit of newly a -rived fighter units.

As German -nilitary leaders had anticipated , in January 1G44 the

American Air Forces in Great Britain began to follow the principle of

selecting several targets in the Reich for che same attack day and of

carrying out large-scale a tacks on occupied airfields in order to

paralyze German defensive activity. Even  so , the American attack of

31 January , on Germun airfields in HoJ_
land , was without effect.

Apart from the lar e-scale attacks, American air activity during
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January was conspicuously limited. On eight days during the mont}t

there were very few American aircraft , or none at all, observed over

the Reich.

There was a slight increase in offensive air activity a air.st

Gernan targete carried out ny t:   e American Air Forces stationed in

Italy . This was limited to attacks on targets in the Vienna area or

in the Alpine regions.

 
In vLew of the increase i  numerical strength of American Air

Forces in Great Britain, the cornmanders of the I Fighter Corps were

forced ta give serious consideration to ti e possibility of an appre-

ciable increase in American offensive activity as soon as weather eon-

ditions became more favorable in the spring of 19 +4.

  b. The Commitment of the I Fighter Co.rps 

Despite their numerical inferiority , the German single and

twin-engine fighter units demonstrated on 11 January that the employ-

ment tactics and striking power of the daytime fighter units assigned

to air defense operations were capable of inflicting such high losses

  on tho American enemy , under favorable tiveather conditions at any rate ,

that they would soon exceed t3 e limit of expendable loss. Ifwieather

conditions were unfavorable, however , the te (chnical deficiencies of

German  ighter aircraft and the low training standard of replacement

fighter pilots precluded steadily successful and effective combat

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

I
  -

   

12

against American superiority at high altitude. Thus , January 194 +

was again eharacterized by the inability of German forces to provide

an effective defense against American day attacks on the Reich , let

alone to prevent them . Only the utmost caution in employing aircraft

in bad weather--especially when take-off and landing conditions were

uncertain--was able to keep German losses within reasonable limits.

Even so, approximately one-third of Gernan aircraft losses was due to

- commitment under unfavorable weather conditions.

In ccmpliance with the suggestion made in December 1943 by the

Headquarters , I Fighter Corps, the geographical concentration of day-

time fighter units was carried out in nor thwestern Germany , eastern

Holland , and in the area between Bremen and Hannover. Corresponding

_ organizational changes were completed for almost all units at wing

l e v e l .

The technique of combat by mixed units in close wing formation

proved effective when weather conditions were favorable . The assem-

bling of larger units in wing formation :vas rarely successful, however ,

under poor weather conditions . The technique of attack from the front ,

which has proved to be most generally successful , has not yet been mas-

tered by all fighter units.

There has been no numerical reinforcement of the daytime fighter

units assigned to Reichs air defense operations , although an increase

was requested in December 1943 by t:.e Headquarters, I Fighter Corps.
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The use of daytime fighter aircraft by so-called   i  gy-back groups

belonging to single-engine night fighter units, and the high losses of

the latter during January 1944 had a derogatory effect on the employ- •

ability of the daytime fighter forces.

The supplying of aircraft for the daytime fighter units Was , on

the whole , satisfactory .

The total striking power of the dayti.me
fighter units assigned to

 

the I Fi hter Cor s was reater durin Januar 1944 than durin theg P g g y g

latter months of 1943. The success obtained on 11 January (under fav-

orable weather conditions) did much to increase the confidence--in

command elements and line units--in an ultimately effective defense

against American day attacks, although the tactical and numerical su-

• periority of the American fighter units had by no means been fully de-

mo}  s t r a t e d .

c , u c c e s s e s a nd Los s e s Dur i n  Ja nua r y
.
19 4 4

During January 19 + +, the average total number of daytime

fighter aircraft available for employment by the I Fighter Corps was:

400 single-engine fighter aircraft,

80 twin-engine fighter aircraft , and

100 night fighter aircraft suitable for daytime employment.

The total number of dayiime fighter aircraft committed by the I

Fighter Corps during January 1944 was : 2,30
6 aircraft.

The total aircraft losses suffered by the I Fighter Corps during
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Janu ry 194  amounted to : 122 aircraft, or 5 •3
 0 of the total number

of aircraft committed.

The total aircraft losses suffered by the enemy within the area

covered by the I Fighter Corps during January 1944 amounted to:

179 aircraft (excluding those brought down by antiaircraft artillery),

or 2.5 6 of the estimated total number of aircraft (7,15
8) employed

by the American Air Forces against tne Reich .

d I:
E

'     .  .
    ;

.'
'

Conference at Comma d Headquarters , I Fighter Corps

On 19 January 1944 , at the Headquarters of the I Fighter Corps

in De Breul , Holland, a conference was held with Luftwaffe signal

c omrnuni c a t i ons of f i c e r s a t t a c he d t o t he Luf t wa f f e Hi gh Com_ma nd , t  ro

Office of the Chief Signal Officer , and the Headquarters, Air Fleet
 

Reich . During the course of this conference, the Co:nma ing Officer

of the I Fighter Corp$ pointed out that the rna ority of day fighter

crews were incapable of operating airborne radio equipment. He em-

phasized that the signal cornnunications officers and not the technical

officers attached to the fighter groups were responsible for guaran-

teeing  he functional reliability of airborne radio instruments and

for assuring that th.e flying personnel were trained to operate such

equipment. The Cor manding Geaeral then requested that the Chief Signal

Officer , huftwaffe High Co cunand , take action to assign capable signal

communications officers to the fighter a ircraft groups.
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Extract from the Minutea of a Conference Held on 25 Januarg 1944 , at

Headquarters, I Fighter Corps, at De Breul, Holland

The conference began at 12 0 ; among those preserit were the cont-

manding officers of the 1'; 2d and 3
 
F̀ighter Division®, and aeneralma or

Galland , General of the Fighter Aircraft Forces.

During the course of the conference , Generalma or Schmid , Command-

ing General , I Fighter Corpe, brought out the following poiate =

 
"The numerical strength of the American Air Forcee in Great

Britain has increased. We muet face the fact that American offenaive

activity against the Reich will probably become greater during th® coming

.
xeeks and months and that the American fighter eacorts will become much

stronger than they are at present. The estimated flight-range (as far

  as BraunschWeig) of the Thunderbol.
ts used as escort fighters has not yet

been confirmed. On the other hand, we know that the hightning fighters ,

equipped with supplementary gas-taaks, are able to provide a protective

screen for the bombers as far as central Germany. It ie egtremely im-

portant that our high-altitude fighter unita provoke the Lightnings to

 oin combat , so that they will be forced to dump their auxiliary tanka.

If they can be forced to do so , they will have no alternative but to

break off combat and return to their bases before they run out of fuel .

It does not seem likely that American fighter aircraft vill be able to

penetrate as far as Berlin at present.

It ia aaticipated that, in future, the American bomber units w111
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select two or more tar *ets for attack on the same day . Careful note

should be made of the flights of American morning recon: aissance aircraft,

since these are nearly always charged with t :e mission of reconnoitering

weather conditions and targets preparatory to an attack . It has  often

been observed that the following bombers use th  same flight course as

the reconnaissance aircraft which preceded them .

As regards the commitrnent of our day fighter units, we must try

•

to follow the technique of assembling light, heavy , and twin-engine fight-

ers at combat altitude and of bringing th M to bear against the invading

bombers in closed combat formation . In this way we should be able to main-

tain numerical superiority at a given time in a given place.

T he practice of m oving fighter units early in the morning w ill be

discontinued ; exp°rience has show n that these units have not regained
 

the required sta te of opera tional readiness by the time the American air-

c-ra ft be in to appear . If w eather conditions or the military situa tion

should render the transfer of figh ter units neces: ary , tr.ey should be

tra nsferred on tYie evening before a n attack is expected .

In order to assure the smooth transfer of fighter units in the air

divisional
from one/area of control to the other , all fighter divisions will announce

their control frequencies every evening. Each divisional command will

also inform its neighboring comrnands of tt e transfer of any of its units.

Before fi
_g
hter units are ordered up a second time a ainst th.e same

group of bombers , they must be given all avai able information regarding
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the position of the enemy aircraft , especially when the fighter units

are not in their own divisional command area or have landed at fielde

other than those specifically assigned to fighter aircraft.

All fighter aircraft will be certain to t ane in their identifica-

tion equipment. Thie precaution is absolutely necessary in order to

avoid their being fired upon by our own antiaircraft artillery.

The antiaircraft artillery officers assigned to the fighter d3.vi-

i
sions will be responsible for keeping the latter informed of the air

eituation and of the positions of our own fighter units in the air at

all times. Artillery officers will direct their defensive fire in ac-

cordance with orders issued by the c mmanders of the fighter divisions .' 

II. DAY ACTIONS , 1 January through 16 January 1944 (excluding large-

scale American attacks)•

(see Figure 76 , Annex )

a . E
_nemy Ac t i v i t 3  '

  The period was characterized by surprisingly little activity

on the part of the Aznerican Air Forces. During the reporting period ,

the following actions were noted:

Approximately 40 American fighter aircraft penetrated ae far ae

the Dutch coast ; 34 aircraft, flying singly , were observed in the vi-

cinity of the Dutch coast ; and 4 Mosquito reconnaissance aircraYt were

reported over the West Frisiaa Islands and the English Channel.
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Reconnaissance activity v as carried out over Jutland and the

western portion of the Baltic Sea as far as the Haff of Stettin.
It

Was impossible to determine the flight cour se of one of these reconnais-

sance aircraft, which had approached over southern Holland.

On 14 January , several ener y aircraft attacked a German ocean convoy

ofi the western coast of Jutland.

b . Commi t me z  t of Ai r cr a f t
,
b  tn e _

I
_

Fi g ht er Corp e

Several single-engine fighters, stationed at the airfield at Hu-

• sum (in SchlesWig , were sent into combat against the enemy aircraft at-

tacking the convoy .

c. Allied Losses

2 aircraft certainly brought down

1 aircraft probably brought down

d . Ger man Lo ;;s e s

None

• III. DAY ACTI4NS, 16 January through 1 February 1944 (excluding large-

scale American attacks)

(see Figure 77, Annex)

a. Enemy Activit 

The following actions were carried out by the An erican Air Forces

during the reporting period:

Orientation flights over Holland - approximately 300 fighter

a i r cr af t .

Single flights over the Dutch coast - approximately 40 sircraft.

Reconnaissance flights - 9 Mosquito aircraft.  

Attacks on German-occupied airfields - a proximately 150 aircraft.
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Tli e f o l l ewi ng a r aa s wer e c ov er ed by A.: e r i c a n r ec onn z i s can c e s c -

t i v i t y s J u t l a nd , t h e a r ea a r oun d  l e i ne , ; tiin s t e r , t 2 e Ruh r Di s t r.
i c t , a nd

the Tyrol arosnd Innsbruc k.

The orientation flights were as umed to be for the benefit of

r e c en t l y a r r i v ed f i gri t e r c r ews . N or eov er , f r om 1327 t o 14 27 on 25 J a nu ar y ,

a  -roup of approximately 50 Thunderbolts attacked the airfield at Gilze

Rijen in Holland. Relatively li  tle damage was caused.

On 27 J anu a r y , f r om   $ .x    ,
    c 084 9 t o 09 06 , s i x s i n g l y - f l y i ng

f i gh t e r Uomb er s b oi; b a r d ed t tii e b en z o l e f s.c Lor y a t I j   u i d en , i n Ho l l a.n.d .
•

On 1 Januar from 1G t 0 n3 y , ,
29 0 16 7 ,   , gr ou p of a p   r ox i ma t e l y 1 50

Amer i can a i r c r a,f t ca r r i e d ou t  a  , t   ck s on Ge r ma,n- o c ca p i ed a i r f'i e l d s i n Ho l -

land. Th-  damage su fered by airfield installations was relatively slight 
, • 

 
f L°     1 L        

.

r

.
'   "   \ .  

.
P  

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fighter Corps

Although experience has shown that tlie prospects of success, in

th e comnitm ent of fighter aircraft against Am erican craft on close-range

. missions , are not great, ap: roxima tely 30 single-engine figh te.r.s
from the

3
t̀
Fighter Division were sent up in scra.mble against the American attackers

on 3 1   anu a r y .

c. Allied Losses

w4  ircraft certainly brought down.

d . Ger ma n Lo : ee s

i Ic n e .

I V ! T  AIJ  R I CAN Al 'TACK O V K
_
I L:  Ai iD iE9 (JivS'PER , 4 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4

(see Figure 7 , Annex )

a. Enem,y
Activity

'Beginnintg at 0800, Germar. radio reconnaissa.nce reported the assem-

bling of American attack units in Jreat Britain. The take-o- 'f of a small

force with course to th2 east was reported first. By o935 they had reached
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the Dutch ooast. Here the group, conaisting of approximately 150 bombers

with a large fighter escort, split into three waves, which proceeded as

followss

first wave - over the
 
'sland of Texel

second wave - over the Zuyder Zee

third wave - over Amsterdam.

Proceeding towards the east and southeast, all three waves continued

into the Osnabruck, Munster , and Rheine area, where they bombarded Rheine

• and Miinster and then headed back towards Great Britain. North of Dortmund

they were picked up by additional fighter aircraft, which had flown in over

the mou th of the Schelde at o953•

The use of a small force initially, as descrii ed above, had prepared

German fighter eommandera for a larger-scale action later in the day . Thus

it was no surprise xhen a larger force, consisting of approgimately 400

bombers, 300 single-engine, and 30 twin engine fighters, was reported over
•

the North Sea. At 1012 their position  ras reported 90 kilometers northWest

ti
of the X sland of Texel, with course towards the northeast. Divided into at

least six smaller units, the Fortresses continued their flight north of the

Frisian Islanda tosards the coast of Jutland, which they crossed at 1110,
 
,

at a point between the  sland  of Rom and Husum.  rom here they proceeded

directly to the attack on the city of i{iel. Sight bombing over the target
.

was possible during only a part of the attack . The American bombers flew

back to Great Britain in broad front formation, passing over a point betveen

 
Esbjerg and the  sland of Texel, with course towards the west and northwest.

The last returning bombers were observed over Emden at approximately 1330.

A large group of Ameriean fighter aircraft came in over Emden and Wilhelms-

haven at 1115 and proceeded as far inland as Neumiinster, where they picked
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up the returning bombers and escorted them home.

The gmerican attack on Kiel caused a great deal of property damage,

including several heavy industry plants. The damage inflicted on Munater

and Rheine, however, xas relatively slight.

In addition to the aetions described above, the following operations

Were carried out by the American Air Forces on 4 January:

A group of approgimately 50 single-engine fighter aircraft penetrated

as far as the border of the Reich, flying over the mouth of the Schelde at

Z  0909. Their return flight began at 1015, at an altitude of 3,500 me-
•

ters.

T ro aircraft fleW over the islands located around the mouth of i:he

Schelde during the time from 1336 to 1353•

g single aircraft flew over tiie
 
sland of Texel at 1406 on the Way

to Bergen . Its flight altitude Was reported at 1,500 meters. At 1421 it

crashed north of Bergen.

    single Mosquito reconnaissance airplane was observed 10 kilometera

 
north of the  sland of 7 angeland at 1335• It flew on over Qordingborg as  

 
far as the  sland of Riigen and returned via Esbjerg. Its position at 1507

was reported 70 kilometers west of Esb erg.

Between 1455 and 1548, approximately 30 Typhoon fighter aircraft flew

in as far as as Gilze Rijen Antwerp area, crossing the mouth of the Schelde.

Their altitude was reported as 50 to 200 meters.

b . Commitment of Aircraft bV the I Fi hter Corps
r

Units from the 1'
 
and 2

 
'Fighter Divisiona were sent up against the

 
attackers at Kiel, and from the 3 Fighter Division against the attackers at

Munster. The total commitment was 316     single and twin-engine

fighter aircraft.
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Because of snou flurries and rapidly moving clouds, it Was impossible

to assemble fighter unita in close formation  in the air and to guide them  

to the enemy above the cloud cover. Only a fex of our aircraft msnaged to

make contact xith the enemy, and these fe r became involved in uneven combat

because of the numerioal superiority of the A nerican forces.

c. gllied Losaes  

1 aircraft oerta .n
ly brought doWn

1 3 s.i r cr af t pr obabl y br ought down

1 aircraft crashed near Bergan

•
d. Germa.n

Losses

12 aircraft

personnels 7 dead

2 xounded

4 missing in action

e. Weather Conditions

Over Great Britains 3 to 10 10 cover of cumulus and nimbus clouds•

betReen 500 to 700 and 3,000 to 4,000 meters.

Over northern Germany and Hollands violent snoW flurries; cloude

above 500 meters, flurrying snox between 300 and  00 meters; visibility less

  than one kilometer ; oloud cover rated as varying from 5 to 10 10.

Over the target areass rapidly moving clouds, accompanied b r

ano r f l ur r i e s .  

Y. THE 9ME RI CAN ATTACg ON BI EL   ND Di SSELDORF, 5 J anu ary 194.4

(see Figure 80, AnneY)  

a. Enemy Activity

At 0930 the first Amerioan bombers aere reported approaching in a
e

N

  broad front extending from a point 100 kilometers xest of the ,
Ysland of

    
Tegel to a point 200 kilometera  est of the ,

 sland of Terschelling  rith
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their course towards the northeast. Passing over the North  ea, they

 N
crossed the cvast of Jutland betxeen the

 
sland of Fano and the mouth of

the Elbe River and flew on to ards the southeast to Kiel. gfter bombard-

ing Kiel, they fle  back towards the  re9t at 1140, crossing the coast at

  .
a point betReen the Zala.n

d of Pellworm and the Bay of Jade. By 1240 the

last returning formations Were reported at a point approximately 150 kilo-

meters north of the island of Schiermonnikoog. The bomber group, consist-

ing of approgimately 400 aircraft, Was protected along its southern flank

by an escort of approximately 200 gmerican fighter aireraft on both its•

approach and return flights. From o955 to 1010, fighter forces were re-

ported arriving over the coast near Bergen, and beginning at 1052 several

fighter aircraft flex over the island of Tezel and on into the area north

of Hamburg.

Aa a defensive precaution, the city of Kiel was enveloped in an ar-

tificial smoke screen during the attack . Despite this fact, the American

 
attack succeeded in inflicting serious damage on public and private build-

ings.

g second attack wave of about 200 bomber aircraft reached the areas

of Duisburg, Diisseldorf, Cologne, Koblenz, and Trier. Although conditions

xere favorable for sight bombing, the damage in D'usseldorf, Neuss, and

Julich Was relatively insignificant. The first report of this second

attack wave Ras received at 1035, and gave the position of the enemy air-

craft at 70 kilometers xest of the mouth of the Schelde. Moving in  road

f r ont f or ma t i on , t he y pas s ed be t we en Ro er mund and r4a l medy and f l e r on i n t o

the Rhine area. Reaching the border of the Reich at 1135, part of the

bombers turned around and returned, while the majority continued on to

 
take part in the attack . After unloading their bombs, they began their

return flights at 1236, with course toRards the west. gn American fighter
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group, appro d.mately 80 strong, appeared over the mouth of the Schelde

at 1149, flew on to pick up the returning bombers over Holland, and re-

 
turned with the bombers, crossing the Channel aoast at about 1330 at a

point betWeen the mouths of the Sahelde and the Somme.

In addition to the attacks reported above, the American Air Forces

carried out the folloRing actions on 5 January s

A single  osquito aircraft carri®d out a reconnaissance mission over

the area north of Stettin . It was first observed at 1219, west of the is-

land of Rrigen . Flying back, it passed over the islands of ldo n and 8iag-
•

kSbing and was lost to sight at 1401.

In the time from 1322 tc 144.7, a second Moaquito reconnoitered the

area of Koblenz, Tri®r, and Yerdun, having approached from south of Aia

1a Chapelle.

k  om 1¢28 to 15 7, a third Mosquito reconnaissanae sircraft xas ob-

served over The Hague and the Emmerioh area. It flew baak by Ray of Ost-

_ ende.

A fourth Mosquito reconnaissance airplane fleR over the island of  

Qoeree at 1439, flew on to Duiaburg, and back towarda the west over Woens-

drecht at .
1547•

b.
 ommitment of gircraft by the I Fighter Corp s

With the eaception of the single-engine fighter group at Dort-

mund, all available single and txin-engLne fighter forces  ere employed

against the i.nva
ders as they passed over the North Sea coast. Despite

stormy weather conditions, the ma ority of our fighters were able to at-

tack the Ameriaan units in the area betx een Helgoland and Kiel. The

fighting was fast and violent, but the American fighter aircraft were

able to keep our fightere so occupied that they had little opportunity

,
to get at the bombers. Ai'ter  reather conditions had improved, the fighter
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groug at Dortmund was sent up against the southernmost group of bombers,

and succeeded in bringing down six.

Th e t o t a l co:nmi t T en t by Lh e I F i gl  t e r Cor p s wa s 269 a i r c r a f t ( s i r_g l e

an d t wi n - en  ; i n e f i gh t e r s }
.

There is no mention in the War Dias3t of tl:e I Fighter Corps of the em-

r

ployment of the units assign ed ta the 7 Fighter Division.

c, .
A11ied hosses

16 bombers and 5 single-engine fightezs certainly brought down

13 bombers and 5 single-engine fighters probably brought down

•
d. German Losses

11 aircraft

personnel: 1 dead

6 wou n ded

15 missing in action

e. Weather Conditions

Over the northern German coast an d Holland: scattered cumulus
•

an d nimbus clouds beginr ing at 500 meters and extending to 4 000 meters,

sporadic rain flurries.

Ov er t h e n or t l   e r n ed g e of' t h e fl2i t t e l geb i r g e a.nd t h e Ru hr Di s t r i c t :

closed cover of low-lying stratus clouds, occasional snowfAll.

Over Kiel: sparsely  cattered stratus clouds between 4,000 and

4,500 meters.

VI . Tll r; AI  RTCAi1 ATTACK ON 11iAi 1P1.  IM- LUDWI GSti.AFLN AND FRANKFQRT  btAI N, 7

J an u a r y 1y4 4

(see Figure $1, 9nnex)

a . En em:,  Ac t : v i t
.y

During faJOrable take-off weather in the Britisl; Isles, an 9meri-

can force consistin  of approximately 550 bombers, 250 single engine, and
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50 twin-engine fighters, took off for an attack on targets located near

t he c onf l uenc e of t he Rhi ne and lda i n Ri v er s . g l.t hough t hi s ar ea Ra s

covered by high-altitude clouds, the attack inflicted serious damage on

industrial installations in Ma,nnheim.

9t 1005 the bombers, protected by a large fighter escort, passed

over the mouth of the Schelde, moving on towards the east e.nd southeast

over Emmerich and gix la Chapelle, and penetrating as far as Limburg Lahn,

Frankfurt Ma,in, &Iannheim, Kaiserslautern, and Traben-Trarbe.ch. After un-

loading their bombs on  annheim-Ludwigshafen, the area south of Frankfurt,

+ and Kaiserslautern, the .
American units began their return flight Rith

course towards the northwest, passing over the area south of Bruasels.

The last American bombers crossed over the Channel coast between the mouth

of the Schelde and F camp at 1410. Me,r y of the escorting fighter9 had

turned around and flown back immediately after reaching the border of the

Reich or over the Rubr District. A group of fighter aircraft Ras reported

over the mouth of the Schelde at 1155, waiting to pick up the returning

_ bombers and escort them home. They mot the bombers over the Brussels

area.

In addition to the attack reported above, the 9merican gir Forces

carried out the following actions on 7 Jan uarys

At 1121 a singly-flying airplane was reported over the island of

gmrum . It proceeded over the northen tip of the island of Laaland and

over the island of Falster, where it disappeared fzo m sight at 1144•

I?uring the time from 1253 to 1324, a single aircraft was reported

over the islands of Rom and Laalan d. It was observed as far as a point

20 kilometers east of the island of Falster, Where it disappeaxed from

sight. -

From 1320 to 1328, a group of approximately 20 aircraft Aas observed
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, as 150 kilometere west of the Dutch coast, rrith course towards the east.

Reach.
ing the coast at a point between .

Den Helder and The Hagu.e,
the Amer-

ican units moved forward in a widely-spread line, the northernmoet end

pas3ing over Aseen, Yerden, and Gardelegen,   d the southernmost units

over Stadtlohn, Paderborn, and Nordhausen, as far as the Magdeburg, l erse-

burg, a nd Deasau arese. Although conditions were egcellent for sight bomb-

ing, bombardment wae sporadia, and the few hits scor®d on Bienrode (aear

Braunschweig), Braunschweig, and Oschersl4ben caused relatively little

damage to induetrial installations. lt 1155 the bombers began their return

 
fli hta most of them with aourse towards the West, but a few flying towardsg  

the northweet. Flying 3n broad front formation, the bombere crossed the

coast between the island of Borkum and the mouth of the Bchelde. The ma-

jority of the escorting fighter units had turned baak at 1120, when the

bombere crossed the border of the Reich, leaving the latter to operate

  without protection over the target areas.

 t 1143, a group of appro cimately 100 Liberator bombers, reported

 
•

50 kilometera west of Bergen, followed in the wake of the main attacking

force. Moving towards the east, they reaahed the area of Oanabrtiak , Bie-

lefeld, and Munster, where they bombarded the cities of Osnabruok, Biele-

feld, and Meppen, and headed for home at 1220. The returning Liberators

vrere met by American fighter aircraft over Meppel and Appeldoorn, the

fighters having flown over between Den Helder and The Hague shortly after

1200.

b . Commitment of 9ircraft bY the I Fighter Corps

1 F ighter Divisions over Braunschweig •

2"̀1 ighter Divisions aver Hannover and Paderborn

3-F ighter Division: over Bremen and Bielefeld in their first

seramble; against the returning bombers over Yvnster in the seoond.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

   
29

All three fighter division s succeeded in as. emblinb their unita in

close oombat formation. Excellent high-altit,ade visibility enab led these

to attack the American units (four-engine bombers) repeatedly and from

the front. Our high-altit _i
de fighters were able to keep the numerically

inferior AmeriEan escort fighters so occupied that our twin, engine fighters

were free to att  k the unprotected bomber aircraft. Tre aerial combat

was carried out over the area bounded by iJienburg, Braunschweig, Oschersleben,

Hannover, and Paderborn .

T: e defensive operations of the I Fighter Corps were crowned with

 

success  z z i[ while our own losses remained within reasonable bounds.

This succesa •prevented the  merican Air Forces from carrying out their

plan ned a tack on industrial pla,nts located in central Germany , and at

bomber
least one-third of  Lhe total number of aircraft employed by the enemy was

destroyed.

A tctal of 239 single and twin-engine fighter aircraft was employed

_ by the I Fighter Corns.

c. Allied Losses

113 aircraft certainly brought down  as follows:

,
by the 1 Fighter Division: 17 bombers and 3 fighters

by the 2
a
 'ighter Division: 54 bombers and 1 fighter

by the 3
 
Fighter Division: 3d

,
bombers and 4 fighters

33 a i r cr af t pr ob   l y br ought down

d. German Losses

21 aircraft completely destroyed

19 ai r c r af t mor e t %  an 60  damabed

nersonnel: 6 dead

17 wo anded
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.

34   asi ng i n aat i on

e. Weather Conditione

Sparaely soattered stratue alouds betwreen i,200 and 1,500 meters.

Over the target area: predominantly olear xith acattered clouds.

.
YI I I . THE P  ETB.ATI ON BY Al  BI CAN BO  ER3 I1QT0 TBE D  '8EN A t  A, 24 JBnuary

1944

( ae e   'i .g ur e 8 3 ,   nnea )

a . Ea emy Aot i irl .
t y

The situatfon picture  Headqua,r
ter8, I Fighter Corpa (based on

- information receiv®d fr©m radio reaonnaissanae atations and on reports

from radar etations): '

x epor t s   er e r e ce i v e d t o t he ef f ec t t ha t a f or c e c ons i s t i ng of a p-

proaimately 700 bombers and 300 fighter  airaraft was assembling for take-

ofY at  merican basea in Great Britaia. lt 0957, ls rge enem t formationa

Rere reported aroasing the Channel aoast bet reen Oeterechelde and Dunkirk

wi t h cour e e t o r acds ea et s out hea s t . At 1 0 20 , af t er r e c e i pt of a r adi o 

message "Operation called off" (intercepted by German radio reoonnaisoance),

the ma3ority of the American bombers, then over Belgium, tt rned aroun.d

and started back to Great Britain. S mne 150 of the original group contin-

u ed a s f ar a s Af a l a Chape l l e and Diir en , t hen t ur ne d ar ound and he ade d ba al 

to their basea. Several smaller fighter unita penetrated as far as the

goblenz and Frankfurt areas. Beginning at 1106, large nambers of fighter

a i r or af t f l e . ov er t h e c oa s t b et  re en t h e mou t h of t he Sche l de and Cap Gr i a

Ae , and oontinued on toWarde the southeast as far as the border of the

Heich. The aircraft typea identified were Thunderbolte, 3pitfirea, and

hi.ght n i ng e -

The aituation picture, Headquarters, Air Fleet Reiah (based on the

reports of the eye-ear aircraft reporting stations assigned to the aircraft
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observation st
 tions, huftwaffe administrative commsnds and headquarters,

antiaircraft artillery divisions}:

The lmerican bombers penetrated as far as the areas of Koblenz, Frankfurt,

and Mannheim . Here they separated into tvro groups, one to continue to Ber-

lin, and the other to Ruremberg and Pilsen. On the basis of thie information 

airraid alarms were ordered in Berlin, Nuremberg, Regensburg, and Pilsen.

++++++ .

The aircraft observation comm nds probably received reports, based on

the motor noise of German single and twin-engine fighter aircraft returning

' to their bases from  i
.s

la Chapelle, Koblenz, and Frankfurt, and from these

construeted 9merican flight courses towar ds Berlin and Nuremberg.

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fighter Corps

When the American force Ras reported crosaing the eoast, with

course towards the southeast, the Headquarters, I Fighter Corps, assvmed

that an attack on targe ts in the Rhine and  Bain River areas was planned.

 ccordingly, the following forces xere sent up at 1000:  
_ .

1'
and 2d'F'i g ht er Di v i ai ons t ov er g ob l en z

3 '̀  'i ght er Di.v i s i on : over Br iis sel s .

Onl y a f ew o f our f i gh t er ai r cr af t a ch i ev e d c ont a c t x i t h t he enem,y

over Duren and Koblenz. One t rin-engine fighter formation became invol-

ved in combat with American fighters over Koblenz. As soon as it  ras ,

realized that the Americal units had been called home, the fighter un3.
ta

of the I Fighter Corps Rere ordered to land.

On th e basie of the situation picture evailable at the Headquarters 

 ir Fleet xeich , the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, assumed that a large-

scale attack on Berli.n was forthcoming and took a personal hand in opera-

tions. In order to assure adequate defense against the anticigated attaak

on Berlin and, later, Pilaen, he ordered the Headquarters, gi
.r

F1eet xeioh ,
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to send up all available fighter aircraft, including day and night units,

belonging to the fighter divi$ions and fighter pilot schools. The Head-

quarters, Third Air Fleet, in Paris also received ordera to attac,k the

American u.n
its when they flew back from Berlin.

The Headquarters, I Fighter Corpa, however, was convinced that it

was right in its assumption that the  meriaan units had turned around and

headed for Great Britain as soon as they reached the Duren area, and there-

fore ordered its fighter units to land again at their take-off bases.

A total of 410 single and twin-engine fighter aircraft Were employred•
'

by the I Fighter Corps.

IInder the comman d of the Air Fleet Reioh, 411 single and twin-engine

fighters and night fighters were committed (aircraft belonging to the 7 '̀

Fighter Division , the Fighter Command gustria, and to several traini.ng

units .

c. Allied Losaes

i
1 bouieer and 5 fighters oertainly brought down by units from

the I Fighter Corpa

3 bombers and 1 fighter probably brought down by units from the

I Fighter Corps

d. German Los_s 
(I Fighter Corps}

_

6 ai r cr af t

personnel: 4 dead

•
4 wounded

 
7 missing in action

e. Weather Conditions

j to 10 10 cover of stratus clouds between 600 and 2 000 meters,

some peaks rising as high as Q.,000 meters. Orientation by reference

t o gr ound l and.mar ks  ra s po s s i b l e a e f ar a s t he Fr ankf ur t ar ea ; f ur t her
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east such orientation waa precluded by the cloud cover. •

f. Remarks

The lack of uniformity in
,
the situation picture on 24 January

1944    d the resulta.n
t senseleas mass commitment of aircraft and per-

sonnel of the day fighter units, gave rise to the following suggestion

from the Headquarters, I Fighter Corps, addressed to the Luft affe High

Command through the Air Fleet aeichs

"In order to assure successful air defense measures within the ter-

ritory of the Reich, the following conditions must be met:
•

1. one central agency should be given the responsibility of

preparing the situation picture

2. all the reporting agencies engaged in home air defense ac-

tivity (radio reconnaissance, radar, and eye-ear reporting stations  should

report to a single central agency and should be made subordinate to this

agency

_ 3. a central commandi.ng unit ahould be set up to direct the

commitment of day and night fighter units in home air defense activity."

This auggestion was, in effect, merely a repetition of a reaommenda-

tion made by the Headquartera, I Fighter Corps, during the course of the

map exercise on 11 December 1943• It Was not carried out until 31 Mareh

1944•

On 25 January 1944  the folloRing telegram from the Commander in

Chief of the Luftwaffe was reaeived at the Headquarters, I Fighter Corps:

"To Generaloberat Stumpff,

Generalma or Schmid, and Comrades.
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Yesterday 's little maneuver may be considered a success, except for

the fact that  pril $ool's Day is still two months away. I should li.ke

to express my appreciation, both to myself and to all participating com-

manders, for our excellent work in warding off the attack on the fortress

of Kopenik .

s Goring

Reichsmarschall"

I X. THE A  :RI C   T gTTACK ON F'R.ANKFURT  Il9 .
I N, 29 Janu ary 1944

(see Figure 84, Annex)

,
a . Enem.y

Ac t   v i t
.y

Beginning at 0830, German radio recoruzaissan ce reported the as-

sembling of America.n air units in the NorRieh and Colchester areas. The

total strength of the enemy formations was estima ed at 800 bombers and

700 fighter aircraft.  t 0930 the first bombers appeared over the Channel

coast near Qlissingen, Ostende and Dunkirk . A force of approgimately 404

Fortresses and Liberatora proceeded as far as Frankfurtl ain and Mannheim,•

its northern flank protected by a heavy screen of fighters. The American

bombers unloaded their bombs over Frankfurt, causing serious damage in

the central part of the city.

The bombardment was carried out by instrument. The bombers returned

to their bases on a northwest courae over Belgium, Rhere they were met

by several fighter aircraft formationa which had flown in over the mouth

of the Schelde, and escorted 'nome.

In addition to the attack described above, the following activity

was carried out by the American Air Forces on 29 Januarys

  single aircruft Wae observed over Emden and tne island of Borkum

during the time from o739 and 0758.

BetWeen 0757 and 0807, one airplane was reported 100 kilometers west
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of KatWijk.  

Two aircraft w re reported over the island of Schouwen during the

time f  m 1342 to 1343-

Bwtween 0851 and o855, a single aircraft was observed over the mouth

of the Meuea River.

g t 13 38 a gr oup o f s i z a i r cr af t f l ew ov er t he i s l a.nd of   lal cher en and

proceeded on to the Gilae-Ri,
jen area.

At 1523 several aircraft were observed above Iioek van Holland.

b. Commitmer t of Aircraft by tne I Fighter Corps

 
A successful commitment of the single•and twin-engine fighter

groups was prevented by poor xeather conditions. It was planned to assem-

b l e a l l t h e un i t s of t h e 2  'i gi t e r Di v i s i on ov er Os nabr ii ck (x her e t he f i r e

from our antiaircraft artillery stations would have served as a navigation-

al aid  and all those of the 3
a
F ighter Division over  diinchen-Gladbach

(also

antiaireraft artillery fire , but this p an could not be carried out. The

majority of our units was una  le to penetrate the very dense cloud cover•

orevailing above 3,000 meters.

2'"F ighter Division: The II Graup, llr  ingle-Eagine Fighter Wing,  xas

able to penetia te as far as the Leeuxarden and Gronigen area, and the II

Gr oup , 26    Twi n- Engi ne Fi ght er Wi ng , a s f ar as a p oi n t we s t of Hann ov er -

in both cases , by making a long deto,,ir towards t;he north . By this time,

the American formations were already on the ir way back to Great Britain

and , to prevent their running short of fuel, our units were ordered to land

_ 
xithout hav ing established contact with the enemy. The II Group, 26

 Twin-

Engine  ig:nter Wing, had to be directed to an airfield on the North Sea

coast in order to assure its landing safely .

3 'F'ighter Division: The I Group,
 

Single-Engine Fighter Wing, and

t h e l O
 

Squ adr on , 2
 ̀
Si ng l e - Engi ne Fi ght er  Pi ng , t ook of f f r om t he a i r f i e l d
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at Rheine, and succeeded in penetrating through the cloud cover. Twenty-

one aircraft from these tWO units Were involved in combat with gmerican

fighters over Frankf,art  ain and Aix la Chapelle.

The total commitment of the I Fighter Corpa Ras 224 single and t in-

engi ne f i gh t er ai r cr af t .

c. Allied Losses

4 fighters certainly brought down

1 a i r c r af t pr obab l y br ought doWn

d. Germaa Losses

7
ft one

e. Weather Conditions

Unbroken aloud cover over a11 German-oceupied airfields.

Within the area assigned to the 15
r
Fighter Divisions dense claud

cover betReen 100 and 3,500 to 4,000 meters.

Wi t hi n t he ar e ag a s s i g end t o t he 2
 

and 3 
    'i gh t er Di v i s i on s s

  cloud cover beginning at 2}0 to 500 meters, #tazap eaz zm t varying ac-

cording to time and place; visibility  a.s so poor even beloR the eloud

cover that instrument flying aras necessary above 150 meters; the upper

 imit of the cloud cover was betWeen 1,000 and 1,400 meters, above which

visibility was good.

Over Frankfurt: at the time of the attack, Frankfurt was hidden

by a 10 10 cover of stratus elouds between 500 and 1,200 meters.

g, THE A  RICAN ATTACK ON BRAUNSCHWEIG, 3o January 1944

(see Figure 85, gnnea 

a. Enemy  ctivity

At 1020, having assembled over the 1JorWich area, a force of

approximately 400 bomber aircraft and a heavy fighter screen took off

from the British Isles With course towards the east. Pasaing over the
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.

coast between the island of Te=e1 and The Hague, the American formationa

pu shed on over northern Holland to Hannover, Braunsahweig, and  [agdeburg.

Using instrument bombardment techniques, they dropped the ma ority of

their bombs on Braunsahweig, and a few on Hannover and Sal$gitter, a.nd at

1224 began their return flight$ towarda the west and northwest. The for-

mations flying farthe t north aroased the coast at Den Helder, and those

flying fartheat south at Dunkirk. A11 formations had left the Continent

b r 1435• The total atrength of the lmerican fighter escort was approxi-

ms t e l y 30 0 a3.r c r af t . A par t of
.

t h e s e pen et r a t ed a s f ar a a Hannov er and

,
Braunsohweig . At 1104 additional fighter aircraft were reported approach-

• ing between I3muiden and the mouth of the 5chelde. The fighters pioked

up the returning bombers over Minden and &heine. The  merican attaak

aaused medium-heavy damage to industrial plants and property in Braun-

sahweig.

In addition to the attack on Braunachweig, the following actione

were carried•out by the  mericen Air Forees: .
 

During the time from 0841 to 0859, a group of fifteen Typhoon air-

araft was reported approaching over the islands of Goeree and Schouwe n.

Between 1426 and 152U a force of approaimately forty fighter air-

craft advanoed ae far ag Zwolle.

Between 1600 and 1605 twleve siraraft ciroled above the mouth of  

the Schelde.

Small bomber formations belonging to the American lir Forees baeed

in Italy carried out attaaka on Y311aah and l a.ribor.

b . Commitment of Aircraft b!r the I Fighter Corpa

Commitment was aarried ont as followa:

units from the 19F ighter Diviaion: over Braunschweig

uni t e f r om t he 2  i ght er Di vi s i on : over Sannover and  di.nden
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c   '
un i t s t r o:n t i  2 3 Fi   r t er Di v i s   on : o ver ;  iin s t ;;r , an d Il i eph o l z .

T:he we wt h er ws.s s o ov  :r c a s t t } ia t a a s emb l ;  i n c l o s e d c omb a t f or ma t i on s

proved very di  icalt. Oniy 137 of our  ingle and twin-engirL  fighter3

  er e s.b
l e t o c on t a c t   h e en amy , an d mo s t o f  t r:e s e b ec ame   nv o l

.v c  d i n i n-

a i v i du a 7 c o nb a t . Th i s , t og e t  i e r wi t :r ad re r s e we •wt h er c ondi t i or s , r a s u l t ed

i n =a t ti re r h i  ; h Ger rr an l o s s e s . On t :  G wn o l e , 3G .Tanu ar y 1944 riad t o b e

c ha L'  ed u F  a s a f s,i   ur e f or t n e d a ,  f i   h i e r u.n i t s a s e i gn ed t o home a i r

d e :  en s e .

A t o t a l o f 3 5 1 s i n   l e a n d t wi n   e n  ; i n e f i   :  t e r a i r c r a f t Wa s c o r  :   i   t e d

 
b,  t h e I   i   :h    =r Co r G: s .

,

 

c . b l l i ed Lo ;; ;: e s

17 b omb er s a nd 6 f i   h t e r s c e r t s.i n l ;  br ou Eh t d osvn

  b omb er s s.n d 1 f i gh t e r ' pr ob a_b7y br ou n}  t d oyin

d . Ger ms.n Lo :_s e s

3 0 a i r c .r a f t c o mp l t t e l   i a e s   r oy e d

2 1 a i r c r a f t mo r e t ii a n n 0°p d a ma   e d

'  

p e r s o ru i e l : 9 d e a d

13 x ounded

30 rni , s i n g i n a c t i on

e. Wc ther Conditions

1O1 10 c l oizd c cv er b e t ws en 300 a nd 3 , G00 me t e r s

f . ri e:na.r k s

Tn t h e iua  ra z i a e "a v i wt i or. and g er on au t i c s " ( pub l i s   ed i n Ziir i ch  

f or 3un c 1y4 9 , ment l or! i s ma d e of an   lr   i c an  a t a ck on Kl   . ;e nf ur t , a l l e -

 re d l y ma d e on 31 J   ; .:.a r y 1 ; 44 by u  i t s b a s ed i r   _t a l y .

i h  _:r e i s n o coi_f i r r  a.t i on of t,hi ; a t t a ck i n t :ze 'Na.1•   i ar y of t h e I

   i t h t e r Cor p s or i n t lre  r :c t e r i a l of Lf_e f or mer I ii l i t s.r y Sc i en c e Il r an ch

o f ' h e  J e r rrian Lu f t v    f e .
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. ahi.e
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German night fighter defanse by wide detours over the North Sea and

 
Jutland, as well as by the employment of I osquito raiders and mine-lay-

ing aircraft in diversionary attacke. These measurea had only limited

suaoess in deceiving the commanders of the German night fighter defenses.

Frequent attempta were made to conceal the intent to attack i t h   katas 

with heavy bombers by employing l osquito bombera at the same time in the

general area of the intended target. The German identification stations,

hoWever, were able to identify the l osquitos flying with the bomber

atreams becsuse of their greater speed and could thus distingaish them
•

from the four-en ine bombera. Britiah efforts to am the German radarg 3

instruments and to interfere in German radio communication continued

through January. Inasmuch ae there Were no innovatione in the techniques

heretofor applied, these measures had only limited success.

c. The Commitment of German Night Fi hter Units

Adverse weather conditione during Ja.nuary 1944 precluded fully

  effective employment of night fighter aircraft. Nevertheless, on no oe-

casion were the British able to attack withaut meeting some sort of de-

fense. In every case, British assembly activity for night miasion8 ias

reeognized well in advance, and o ar radar stations, using their Rotter-

dam direction-finding equipment,  rere able to follow the flight course

of the British bomber streams with almost perfect accuracy . Thua, all

the aonditions neaessary for a systematia commitment of our night fight-

  er units obtained. On the whole, ho ever, such commitment was prac-

ticable only in the oase of the unita belonging to the 3  'ighter Divi-

sion, ainae these xere the only airaraft equipped with airborne search

instrument, SN-2. Because of extensive British radio interference ac-
 

tivity , the  Himmelbet 
  technique gave promise of sucaess only against

m3ne-laying airaraft and against the bombers on tbeir return flights.
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•   ' ' I I
l  or s ovor , ni $ht f i ght  er ai.r ars f t et   ndi  ag b r i n t hs f  Bi mnv l bet t   aaceas

- af t he  
 

t er Di vi s i on •   ov     ol l and eud Bel gi un )   ar e f s eqnant l .y

e  .aceas  l i n c ont r ol l ed p as aui t ope.r
at 3.one 's t a,rt i ag f r om theee ar eaa .

.
  I n or der t̀ o meet t  i® t h r: at   -r ep cs eent ed by t he Sri t i sh   oaqui   a  

, .
bomber , the Headqnarters.,

T   ;ghtar  orpa, e ploy ed night fightor a r-

er s f i  pr ovi   i onal l  r equi pped f or o  sr at i bn$ :at h3gh al t i t   ds a :and at 3  .gh

, .eps ede . The s i r or af t t ype a     -27.9, Ye l l d, and. Ye 109  rer . '  t i l   .$ed f n.-
  _ .

  t he re at t .emgt s , b  t di d not 3pr c  '®  v   ry   ooass f ul . T ni s i t ma  bo sa3d

tha,t tha Qerman:night fighter :faraea had no effeotivs IIea ® a  aeeti g   .
 

t h . Br i t i   h harra sai   tg r ai.d®.

.

ii   . .

g ,l.
l t he a t t e apt s   t he g  r t of t he Heac .qusact er a , I 1Ni ght   r Oos pe ,

t © i ni t i s t e aot i oa - i a oo©r di ttat i o  t i bh t  ie Il i g1  Al t i t u;d® F  3.  h  St .  - -

' t i on .a
t Or ani enbur g a ad v i t h va,r3 one ag enoi   e vf t ha Qss  s  .  a i r c;zs f t 3aa 

du at ry - t o i mpr:ove •t ha perf o c  tanos af t  s ni ght f i.ght er s i s or sf t t a s

degr es whi ch ' ov  d r ender t }   c sn ef f s ot i v e  i ef enee agai het t he l  s  t oe; '

• met Ri t h eo 1i t t  .e s app or t   r bm h3,gher  heedquert er e t hat t bQ re eal t e wea Q 
 

  eg l i g  .bl s .

:Dur i ng Jatsuaar    b.e  a i gh    i ght ar or aws made adnpi der   bl ® pr o,gres s i

• i n t he t aa m3.qvre . of  aont r ol  
.e

d a ombat agai aat speai f i o ob  eot i  re e a nd  

.
i n ni ght pti r   i t opar .a

t   .ona dn  i ng  adv er se  reat her . Bot h
.o

  f i a.er s   d '

enl l s t ed mem dmaaonatr at ed l aud  bl e devot  .4a t o t hai r d  .t     aad   7a   cri tg i

  s   rar e   na,b  .a t o ef f eot   ampl  e.t e neut r al i s at i on of a  ,y •on® bombee  s t r ee  ,:
 • -

 at i l a i t oea b s a esumed t hat t he  l os ae e ew.f
f ered by t ho   r 3

.
t f sih bc mbe c

f or   e a- . ez e   a .nf   l oas s .   h  at r i ki ng pa rer of t he Qsrma    ii.  '  f i g  t  

f or oe e had i n ar eas ed. •
  -

. d.   w.a  es se 
_a  d, hosas s:   .u,ri x  Januaarg 194

_
4

Dur i  r g .
  ahu  r 1    i '  he av er age t c  t al nu  b er of xti ght f i g  i 

ai r o,raf t ava  ,
l sb  :e   ar emg  Qy'm,  nt by t he I   'i ght ea  Oos'pd  rs e 2    t   i n-

,
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  .

engine fighter aircraft.

The total number of night fighter aircraft committed by the I Fight-

er Corps during January 1944 Was 1,436 twin-engine fighter aircraft.

The total aircraft losses suffered by the I Fighter Corps during Jan-

uar   1944   oun t ed t o 59 t wi n- engi n e f i gh t er a i r cr af t , or 4 . 2  of t  te t o t al

numb er of a i r cr af t commi t t ed .

The total losses s affered by the enemy within the area covered by the

I Fighter Corps during January 1944 emounted to 268 aircraft (excluding

those brought doWn by antiaircraft artillery}, or 5.3
  of the estimated

 
total number of aircraft (5,036

} employed by the RAF againat the Reich.

e . 0    r ,
  i  n       t / E / eryt  

 
t yn a .r

 CS
- t - f T- r"- ' f -   _ T   T" T  

at 1930 on the evening of 19 January , a conference of Luftwaffe

s i gna l c omm un i c a t i ons of f i c er s f r om t he Lu f t wa f f e Hi gh Command ,   c 

 z  x ff  a Office of the Chief Signal Officer, and from the Headquar-

ters, Air Fleet Reich, was held at the Headquarters, I Fighter Corps, at  

De Breul. At this me ting the Commanding General, I Fighter Corps, re- 

queated that the following steps be ta.ken:

that the network of 1rWismar  stations be tightened, so that an in-

creased number of  flame'  position reports might be available to serve as
  -

confirmation of the flight course of the Britisn bombers;

that the number of J Gerhard  position-finding stations be increased,

for the same reason as indicated above;

that the delivery of the airborne search instruments (51 -2
} be speed-

ed up, so that all the night fighter aircraft belonging to the 2'"Night

Fighter Wing might be supplied as soon as possible;

that all night fighter aircraft be equipped with search inatruments

o:f the Liechtenstein BC type;

,
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t n e.t t h e pan or ama ob j e c t i  te b e r emov ed f r om a l l n i   h t f i   •h t e r e.i r -

c r a f t ;

t :  a t i m.med i a t e a c t i on b e t ak en t o r e s ol v c t }-:e d i f f i c ul t i e s i mp e di ng

t h e r,r 0 ;t'_- .C
t :.;  r : of t r e LV- 1 t ?_ib  -:$ Tor =̂<       r e  '   _1 r T: lE  .'lt ,

that action be expedited on the install nent uf airborne search in-

s t r umen t s of t h e RTax o s a nd Ho s en da:h l - 3 a l -be t   pe s i n a s a :npl i n g of a i r c r a f t

f r orn t t-. e 1S Ni ght Fi bii t e r Wi n g f or pu r p o s e s of  t e s t i ng ; i t wa s s u gg e s t ed

t h a t t .  a op er a t i on a l t e a t i n  ; b e a c c omp l i s h e a i.n l i n e un i t s r a t h e r t h a.n a t

t h e Lx p er i merit a l St a t i on a t Wer n eu ch en , s o t h a t f i g 'r t e r c r ews mi g? it b e

t
tra,ined immediately in t'r e use of these instruments under battle cardi-

tions.

On 2 5 J e.n u a : y 1 9 4 4 t h er e wa s a n o t h e r c o n f e r e _  c e a t c o r p s h e a d qu a r t e r s

a t   e Br e u l . 1'h i s :ne e t i n   wa s a t t e n d e d b y t h   c o mu a n d i n g o i f i c e r s o f t h e

f i g -  t e r d i v i s i o n s , t h e c o :nr,r:  n d i n g o f f i c e r o f t ]  e 3 0 t h F i :-;h t e r Di v i s i :,n

( s i n g l e - e n g i n e f i   ,
h t c  r s  

, a n d Ge n e r a l ma j o r ; a l l a n d , Ge n e r a l o f f,ti  e F i g h 't e r

6 i r c , a f t F o r c e s . Th e f c l l owi i  g i s qu o t e d f r o © t r e t a l k g i v e n b y t ;   e Co m-

_
ms.nding

Generdl, I Pighter Corps:

"Tr e I  ' i s emi. l o;  i n; a n e• a t a c t i c , t il a t of m  .k i n g Wi d e d e t our s ou t

to sea. If cur radar stations are to L•e s.ble to follow their flight cou rsa,

t h e   f l a me '  a izd   e r h    ,r
d   p o s i t i o n r e p o r t s , a s we ] 1 a s t  . e r e p o r t s b a s e d o  ?

    r

t h e d s ,
t a o f i-to t t e r d a .m d i r e c t i o n - f i n d i n g e 4a i p ;:  e r.

t , rnu s t a s : u me i n c r e a s i n g -

l y     a t e r s i .  n i f i c  a.n c e . Th e f i  ; il t e r d i v i s i o n s , ::  o we l l ;as ou r r e c o n n a i s -

s a zl c e a i r c r a f t , m a s t b e o n t  .,  
l o o k oa t r o r f l a r ?   i   ;n   .

l s s e n t u p b y t   i e

a i r c r a f t -̂ e p o r   i n g s t s t i o n s . Th e t e c hn i o u e s h e r e t o ± c r i n u s e i n n i g n t

p a r s ;zi t o   e r a   i o n s li a., re p r o  re d v e r ;; s e.
t i s f a c '  o r y a n c3 vr i l l b e c o n t i :  u e d .

JT i e r e v e r   o s s i b l a , n i g _2t f i g a t e r a i r c r a f t a l r e s .
d y s t a .n

d i n g b y i n t h e J'  ri i m-

melbett ' ar eas on the outer border of t'r.e air defense zone should be utili-

zed in pUr suit operations . The u se of the tw o ai7•b arne search instru-
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ments, S1 -2 and Lieohtenstein BC, together givea promise of succesa.

Every effort ehould be made to overoome difficulties impading the in- 

stallment of airborne radio equipment in night fighter aircraft. The

powerful short-wave.
transmitter stationa 7.ocated within fighter division

areasrnri11 be used ae a laBt resort, in case enemy interference in our

aircraft oontrol frequenoies ehould become too bad. The gucoessful ap-
  -

pl i ca t i on of t he ' g i.mmel b e t t   t echni qu e r e qu i r e e c one t an.
t pr ae t i ce on t he

part of our night fighter crewe end the aircraft control officers in our

r adeac e t a t i on s .

  Careful preparationa on the ps.rt of the fighter divisione are a =

,
c,  ,u

  . non f or t he e f f e c t i v e empl oy naeat o f f i gh t er s i r cr af t i n   Hi mme l be t t    

areas. It is imperative that the aircraft control offioers manning the

,
radar stations and the fighter aommanders plan the aoordinatioa of their

e f f or t a we l l i n adv ano e of t he da t e of empl oymea t , and t hat   t he f l yi ng

crews be i
_n
formed fully and in time."

II. TfiE BRITI9H ATTACg ON BERhSN, 1/2 Januar3r 1944
 

eee e 86, lnnea(  ' . 
)

a. Enem,y Act i vi t s

During the time from 1830 to 2050, in the abseno® of any prelim-

3nary reports from fierman radio reoonnaissance stations, a group of approg-

imately 30 Mosquito air.cra
ft oarried out Burprise harraseing raide on the

8uhr District. Approximatel t 25 ] osquitos had approached from the Zuyder

Zee, while five of them had come in over the mouth of the 5ahelde. By

2132, all the aircraft had left the Continent via the mouth of the 5ohelde.

At 0110 t he f i r s t bomber a of t he ma  or Br i t i   f or ce (numb®r i ng ap-

prozimately 400) were sighted at a point about 130 kilometera west of the

Dntoh ooast, heading eaet. The bombere crosaed the eoast in four wavee

between the ieland of Te=el and Rotterdaa. Mosquito bombere, prece ir g
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the main force, opened the attack on Berlin and then headed for home.

Flying in ti,ght formation, the heavy bombers passed over the Hannover

area, xhere they fanned out and moved on towards the east and southeast,

some of them to Berlin and others to Leipzig, gltenburg, Gera, and Weis-

senfels. No definite direction of attack was discernible, and in fact it

seemed as if poor weather conditions were pre enting the attack from being

carried out according to pla,n. The bombardment of Berlin, betWeen 0230

and o355, was sporadic, and the damage caused to industrial installations

and private property  ras slight and restricted to the southern part of

 
the city . The bombers flew back over Erfurt and the Frankfurt aree., ass-P

ing over the Channel coast at 0628. Their flight altitude during the ap- '

proaeh and return flights va.ried between 3,b00 and 7,000 meters.

b. Comm itment of Aircraft bY the I Fi ,
hter Corps

6n the whole, commitment was rendered difficult by poor weather.

The following forces were employed:

in ' HimmelbettN areas against approe.ching bombera:
_

formations from the lst and 3d Fighter Divisions
.

in '  immelbett" areas against returning bombers:

formations from the 1st, 2d, and 3d Fighter Divisions

in night pursuit operations:

, units from the 3d Fighter Division, which were directed into

thz enemy bomber stream over Holland

in controlled combat against specific objectivea:

units from the lst Fighter Division, assembling at radio

beacons Berta and Ponto

units from the 2d Fighter Division, assembling et radio bea-

cons elle and Zebra
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From their asaembly points, the night fighter aircraft from both

divieions were directed on to Berlin and Leipzig 

8econnaissanae aircraft stood by over Bremen, Hannover ,and Berlin .

A t o t al r  .m
ber of 16T t wi n- eng i ne f i ght er ai r cr af t wa e empl oy ed by

the I Fighter Corpa.

c. Allied Losses

18 bombers brought down  

d. German Loeses

15 aircraft, 11 of which were loat becauae of diffiaulties oc-

- casioned by poor weather conditions.

personnels 18 dead •

8 wounded

8 mi s s i r g i n a ct i on .

e. Weather Conditions

Over the Ruhr District: uninterrupted cloud cover up to 6 000

. meters; danger of icing above 2,000 metere

On the enemy approach courae to Berlin and return course over

Frankfurt rdains 10/10 cloud cover between 1,000 to 2,000 meters and q.,0
00

to 6
,000 metera  

Over Berlins rain .

III. THE BRITISH ATTACK ON BERL7IJ, 2/ January 1944

(eee Figure 87, Annez   
.

a . Bt lem,y
l c t i v i t y

During the evening, German radio recor.naiseanoe reported a Bri-

tiah attack in preparation for thesecond half of the night. At 0031, a

etream of approximately 300 bombers was reported approaching about 120

kilometers weat of the Dutch coast. Flying over the coast between the island

of Tezel and The lia.g e,
the bombers headed toWarda the east and msintained

I
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this course as far as Hannover. Here the attackers gplit into three th 

groupe and continued as follows:

one group over Lunaburg, Stettin , and Eberswalde to Berlin,

one group direct east to Berlin,

and one group over Halberstadt and Bitterfeld to Berlin.

  Their return flight, towards the west and southwest, began at 0250. They

crossed the coast betReen the islands of Ylieland and Schoutren, the last

aircraft reported departing the Continent at 0615.

Favored by a etrong tail-wind on their approach flight, the bombers,
 

flying through the clouds, attained a speed of 440 kilometers per hour .

    Their flight altitude varied between 3,000 and 7,000 meters. The bombard-

ment of Berlin, betReen 0240 and 0310, was not concentrated, but  aanaged

to cause considerable property damage in the northeastern seetors of the

clty.

In addition to the attack descri sed above, the RAF carried out the

- following actionss

Beginning at 1850, a force of fifteen  iosquitos carried out harrass-

ing raids on Ihxisburg. They had penetrated to their target betxeen 1821

and 1949  crossing the coast betReen Bergen and The Hague and proceeding

to the Gronau, Duiaburg area . They returned to their bases at 2105, flying

back across the mouth of the Sahelde.

At 2118 a single aircr  t flew over the island of Rottumeroog and on

to Groningen, lssen, and Meppel. It returned over gmsterdam at 2149•

Between 2337 and 2345, a single aircraft circ ed over the islands of

Terschelling and Borkum.

b . Commitment of Aircraft bY ths I Fi hter Corps

A cold front, moving east into the air defense zone, made ef-

fective commitment extremely difficult.
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  The following forces Were employed in pursuit operations and in con-

trolled combat against specific objectives:

units from the lst Fighter Division, assembling at radio beacons

Marie and 12
-

units from the 2d Fighter Division, assembling at radio beaaons

elle and Ma sie

units from the 3d Fighter Division, assembling at radio beacons

Ludwi and Philipp.

Part of these fighter aircraft were directed into the enemy bomber

•
stream by Ray of the Zuyder Zee, and part of them directly from their assem-

bly beacons.

A total number of 128 twin-engine fighter aircraft was committed by

the I Fighter Corps.

c. Allied Losses

20 bombers brought down

d. German Losses
. 

9 aircraft

personnels 6 dead

5 wounded

9 miseir g in action

e. Weather Conditions

10/10 cover of multiple-strat
 "'a clouds between 1,500 and 7,000

IDeters; danger of icing above 2,000 meters; ground squalls.

I P . BRI TI Sfl II A.   R9 SSSNG A'i'T6 CgS , 3/ 4 and 4/ 5 J anuar y 1944

(aee Figure 88, Anneg  .

a . Enem r Ac t i v i t y

3/4 January 1944=   ing the time betWeen 1826 and 1859, a courier

1

aircraft was observed flying over the Skagerrak on its w  to Sweden .
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At o351 a singly flying aircraft passed over Ringkoebing as far as

Husum . gt 0437 it departed from Schleswig-IIolstein, flying towards the

west over Friedrichsstadt. ,

Beg i nni ng a t 0 50 2 , a f r oc e of t en   Ios qu i t o bomb er s a t t ac ked F̀r ank-

furt l ain. At 0410 t: ey had come in over Calais an d Dunkirk, flying south-

east as far as Frankfurt  a,in and Giessen. By 0605 they had left the Con-

tinent, cno$sirlg the coast betWeer_
The Hague and the rnouth of the Schelde.

Two raiders appeared s,
t 0508 over  ̂ssen. They had come in over Den

Helder at oq
.
3o and departed via Katwijk at 0525.

•
Between 0528 and 0606, a single aircraft was reported circling above

the isla.n
d o  Texel, garlingen, and  er_

Helder.

4f5 Jan uary 1944.:
Approaching at 1934 over t:1e southern portion of

the Zuyder Zee, a group of 15 A Iosquitos flew over the Rhine industrial area

and attacked the city of Krefeld. The return fli
.g
ht was carried out over

the mouth of the Schelde, Brussels, and Bla.nken
berghe, the last aircraft

crossing the coast at 2052.•

During the time from 1937 to 2018, one airrla.n.e was observed flying

over the island of Texel, Assen, B  Lingen, and the Zuyder Zee.

Brandenburg on the Havel was the victim of a harrassing raid carried

out by a force of ten Nosqu.
ito bombers. They had penetrated over southern

Westerland begiru:ing at 2221 and continued towa ds the southeast as far as

Neurippen an d Brandenburg. Their return flight xas cari•ied out in broad

front format on towards the northRest. They crossed the coast between the

island of Terschelling and Leyden, the last aircraft disappearing out to

sea at 0035•

At approximately 0029, four  osquitos fleW over tYn coast between the

 
.s
lands of Tegel a n

d Vlieland, heading towards the southeast. Two of them

turned around at Lingen, and the other tWO continued on over Rheine and
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Hannover as far as the area northRest of Berlin, where they circled around
 

for rather a long time. They were reported leaving the Continent betxeen

Den Helder and The liague at 0314.

At 0307 two Mosquito bombers  rere reported approaahing over Huaum .

After circling over Husum, they turned towards the southeast and flew as far

ae Hamburg. They departed at about 0407 over Wilhelmshaven and the island

of Ter s che l l i ng .

b. Commitment of Aircraft b  the I Fi hter Corps

3/4 January 1944= no commitment

 
4/5 J  uar'y 1944= the following aircraft were employed:

• during the harrassing raid on Essen:

1 Me-110 from the airfield at Twente

1 ffi e - 109 f r om t he ai r f i e l d a t Bonn- Hang e l ar

dur ing the harraseing raid an Brandenburg:

1 Me-110 from the airfield at 5tade

1 1de- 110 f r om t h e ai r f i e l d a t Twent e
_

c. gllied Losses

Could not be determined.

d. German Lasses

None  

e. Weather Conditions

3/4 January igQ.4s broad bad-weather zone extending from southeast-

ern England over Belgium and Holland as far as central Germsny ; gradual dis-

persal of the cloud cover and a transition to post cold front conditiona, be-

ginning in the north and moving inls.nd.

4/5 J  uary 1944  4/1o cover of cumulus clouds bet.raen 800 and

3 000 meters; occesional rainstorms until 2000; cloud cover dispersing

rapidly after midnight. 
I
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y V. THE BRI TI 5H gTTACg ON STETTI N, 5/ 6 Ja riu.ary 1g44

( s e e Fi g ur e 8g , A  ies )

a. Enem y Aotiv
_
ity

 

At midnight, preparations for the ta.ke-off of a large bomber force

were reported in the area of The Wash. At 0032 our long-range search in-

struments picked up the approach of a bomber stream located approximately

200 kilometers weet of the island of Terschelling and heading towards the

northeast. After crossing the North Sea, the bombera flew over the western

coast of Jutland south of Lim Fjord, crossed northern Jutland, and flew

.
east as far as Aarhus. Here they turned towards the southeast and continued

over the islands of Laaland and Rugen to Stettin and Berlin . The bombers,

.
approximately 400 strong, directed their attack at the city of Stettin.

German reports on the flight eourse of the enemy bombers, especially those

based on the data of the Rotterdam direction-finding equipment, made an

attack on Berlin seem imminent. The observation station network of the I

Fighter Corps was presumably too weak along the Baltia coast to pick up a
 

 clear report of the enemy s flight course over the western Baltic into Stet-

tin . It ia also possible that the British Bomber Command deliberately aent

a few Mosquitos to Berlin in order to divert our attention from the main

attack . The bombers left the attack area at 034.
7, flying west and northwest

towards the Bay of Helgoland. The departing aircraft were last reported

from the western coast of Jutland at 0656 and from the Dutoh ooast at o535•

In addition to the attack described above, the RAF aarried ou  the

f.ollowing actions during the night of 5/6 January 1944=

1 force of fifteen Mosquitos flew in at 1835 between the mouth of the
,

3chelde and Ih nkirk, carried out harrassing raids over Bonn and pIIayen, and

returned toxards the west.

At 1904 a group of ten Mosquitos raided the city of Esaen. They h,ad
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flown in between Den Helder and Ijmuiden at 1847, and returned bet.een

The Ha gu e and i   1Pe s t er s che l de at 20 30 .

At 2100 t he c i t y of Kr ef e l d wa s r ai ded by a f or c e of t  ren t y Mo s qu i t o s ,

 hich had come i
.n over  

.ms
terdam and the southern Zuyder Zee 8<t 2028. The

bombers flew back over Hotterdam and the mouth of the Schelde at 2330.

From a base in Italy, a single airaraft penetrated as far as F'rankfurt 

 der , Ahere it dropped supplies or agenta. Ita flight course, picked up at

2137, took it over Glatz, Ereslau and Glogau to Frankfurt. Its return

course over Cottbus, Bautzen, Pragu e and Klagenfurt was lost at 0245.

- 1t 0729 a aingle aircraft Was reported over northern Jutland. It

flex as far as Horsens Bay, then returned over the islands of Roem and 3ylt

and Rag lost to observers at 0801.

b. Commitment of Aircraft b  the I Fi hter Corpe

The folloaing forces were committe  :

in  night pursuit operationa:

a few night fighter airaraft from the 2d Fighter Division 

over northern Jutland

  in controlled combat againgt specific objectivess

unita from the lst Fighter Division, assembling at radio bea-

cQn  12 and gu.
ided on to radio beaoon 13

units from the 2d Fighter Division, assembling at radio beacon

elle and guided on to'radio beacon  

units from the 3d Fighter Division, assembling at radio fleacons

Philipp and uelle and guided on to radio beaaons elle and  

Those fighter airoraft assembling at radio beacon    ere direeted on

to Berlin to meet the expected attack and then rerouted to 3tettin .

9ome of t he f i gh t er s r ec og ai z ed t he f i r e ov er St e t t i n and he ade d f or

that city w3.
thout Raiting for directions. The majority , hoWever, arrived
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as follows:

approximately fifteen aircraft; between Bergen and the  sland of Te=el

from 1841 to  915,

approaimately five aircraft: over the mouth of the Schelde.

The last aircraft xere reported departing from the Dntc}z coast at 2030 

their courae towards the west. The damage in Duisburg-Hamborn and Dortmund

was alight.

Between 1844 and 2342, three courier aircraft were sighted over the

Skagerrak, one on itQ way to Sweden and the other two returning to.4reat

 
Britain.

lt 0215 a single Mosquito arosaed the Cheanel aoast near Brugee and

flew on over Charleroi and Luaemburg as far as the Barlsruhe area. It re-

t ur ned t o Gr ea t Br i t ai n by rra y of Me t z , Ya l enoi enn e s , and Ber k s . l  . , er o a s -

ing the eoast at 0¢O1. '

Fifteen mine-laying ai.rera
ft were reported north of the West Frisian

Islands at o546. At 062q.
they reached their destination, mined the waters - 

' -
lying between Cuxhaven and Hel$oland, and at 06 0 retw cned to their baeea.

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fi hter Corns
r         -

The following aircraft were employeds  

during the harressing raids:

two twin-engine fighter aircraft, gu ided by the Y- [ethod

against tho mine-lsying airerafts

30 t rin-engine fighter aircraft, from Himmelbett areas over the

Bay of He l gol and . Thi s mi a s i on  ra s  ri t hout suc c e s s du e t o t he f a c t t hat t he

mine-layers were flying at a very low altitude and were protected by heavy

r ai n f l ur r i e a .

A total number of 32 twin engine fighter aircraft was employed by

the I Fighter Corpa.
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c. A'' lied Losses

Could not  e deterrnined.

  d . Ger mca  Lo   s e s

1 Ju-88

personncl: 2 d ad

e , iNe <    '  e r Coll d l t l ori s

10  10 c ov er of :nu l t i p l e - s t r a t  
c l oud s f r on 500 t o 2 , 500 r  ;  t er s .

Ov er t l.   t  a  i of He l  ;ol an d : c l ou a c ov er b e  ; i r   i i ng a t 15G me t er s ;

r a i n ; s c4. i;t e r e d c l ou d f i e ]
.d s a t 5 , 000 me t e r s .

 
VI I . 1,RI TI   iI I:_ARiL  S;;I ;  IG i1̀  Tl LKS 0  I i' :    UrL  Di   ;' :,=iCT, 7l 8 a nci 8  a J an u -

  s' 1944

( s e e Fi t 'u r e 91 , A.nn ex  

r3..
;; n   Ili_   Ac   i v i t

.y

7  8 J s,nu a r y 1944 : Ra d  :r r e  , or t s s e cmed t    i nd i c _:.t e a l a r  ;e - aca i e

t a k e- of f i r c m t h c wr ea l y i n  ; s o a t h of Th e W'a s h . Th e Er i t i s h f or ma t i on s .

I  en e t r a t ed a : f a   • a s t ;ven t y ti: i l ouie t e r s wc c t of t  ,.e mou t 'n of t :i e Sch e l de
•

a n d t :  J n ;,ur n e d t o  ra r d s t h e we s t .

A f or c c of t    en t y a i r c  ̂ a f t a t t   .c lced t l  e c i t y    f I3 s i s bu r g , c oiui n o f r om

t h e s a  .t  l Er ii t i :  of t }  e Zu;  d e r ZP  i n ',h e t i mr. f r or  20 38 t o 2230 . On t 'r e i r

r e t u r n f l i ci a , t l. e l a s t a i    .   l an e w  .s r c __ur t ed cr os .: i r.  t h e mou t i  a f t h e

Sc :    l d e a t 2 34 0 .

Twc bla s q,a i t o a i r c r a t t ,  cr e ob s c r v e d ov {, r t h e Fr ui hu r     i r e i s  ; au an d

Cor.s t an c e ar e a s b e t wa en 21_̂.4 an d 0350 .   o t h t ll e i r a ppr o a cil a nd r e t  a r n

f l i   h t cour s e s  t o ck t;i  em ov er n or   :  c r n Fr a r :ce  •n d Lor r a i :  e .

Thr e F. c ou r i cr a  .r c r c,f't tivc r e r e r ur z c:d o  re r t  _e Sk a     r r ak .

9f ) J a rrua r y 19 i4 : Trlr e e   a-ou .  a of I :o s qu i t o h or, i: e r s p en e t r a   ed i n t o

t ]_e ri_,_
hr Di s ; r i c t a s f o l l ows :

i 'h e f -i r s t   :r ou z  , c o n s i c t i n   o f t vre r_
t y a i r c r s .

f t , c r o 5 s e a t i:  : c o a s t

'  ,
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.

betWeen 0$tende and Boulogne s.M. at 1812, and continued as far a.e
St.

Vith, Aix la Chapelle, Cologne, and  unchen-Gla,dbach. They returned at

1858 over the mouth of the Schelde.

The se< ond group, consisting of ten aircra t, approaohed over Den

Helder and Amsterdam at 1835 and penetrated ae far as Rheine  Dortmund  .

and Dusseldorf.

The third group, consisting of fifteen aircraft, Was reported approach-

ing over the mouth of the Schelde at•1909. Five sircraft turned bact after

reachi.n$
Cologne, and the rest continued on over Giesaen, Frankfurt B a,in 

,
Heilbronn , Mai.nz, and Koblenz. The last aircraft to leave the Continent

were reported erossing the mouth of the Schelde at 2113.

Scattered bombs  ere dropped on Aig la Chapolle, Cologne, Dortmund,

I}ur e n , El ber f e l d , t he ar e a n or t h of Fr a nk f ur t l Ma.i n , and Of f enba oh .

b . Commi t ment of Ai r or af t b:y t h e I Fi ght er Cor ps

7 8 January 1944: 22 t in-engine fighttr airaraft Rere ordered

to stand by in their gi.mme
lbett areas over Holland for possible comm tment

 

against the British attackers.

8/9 January 1944  one  e-109 (guided by the Y-Yh od) Was employed

during the harrassing raids.

c. Allied .Losses

' Could not be determined. ,

d. German Losses

N®ne.

e. Weather Conditions

7 8 January 1944•: 5 10 to 10 10 cover of strato-cumulua clouds

betWeen 500 and 4,000 meters.

8/g January 1944: closed cover of strato-cumulus clouds betxeen

300 and 4,000 meters; danger of i6ing above 1,50o meters.

  •   .
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VI I I .   RI TI S;        :R      I NG   i i"1'   .CKS Ol i B    LI rt   ND 3ULI r?GEI  , l o  l l J a nu a r y 1944

( s e e Fi g ur e 9 2 , Aruiex )

s,.   n em,y
Ac t i v i t y

There Were two harrassin r raids cu.rrie
d out by T Iosquito oombers.

Tn e f i r s t of t i  s e wa s gc c ompl i sh e d by a f or c e    f a  :pr ox i ms,t e l y f i f t e en

nlo s qu.
i t o a i r c r a f t , wh a s e a pr r oa c i wa s r ep or t ed a t 1n 10 ov er t h e moa t h of

the 5chelde and northern France. After bombarding Solir_ ;er: and dropping

s c a t t e r ed b amb s an Tri,a .n chen - Gl a.db a c ii an d t h e a r ea i y i r.   nor t h of Ven l o , t h ey

d c ,Na r t ed ov er t :  e mou t h o  ' t h e Sch a l de a t 20 30 .

•
The s e c an d s.t t a,ek wa s on t i e c i t y c f Ber l i n , an d wa s ca r r i ed ou t b y a

g•̂ ou p of t en a i r c r a f t . AF: r oa ch i n g ov er Br emen an d St en da l ut 0 257 , t .-  r e e

of t  em turned back over Holland and Oldenburg.  ,fter bombarding Berlin,

t h e r e s t r e t u r n e d b ;    rs ,y of Hann ov er a,n a i+iu n a t e r , l e av i ng t h e Con t i n er  t

at 0537 over the mauth of ti e Scnelde.

I n a dd i t i on t o t h e a oov e , t n V f o i l oQri n g ac t i c r.s wer e no t ed :

During t_ne tima from 1950 to 2009, a single aircraft was r parted
•

c i r c l i ng ov er t   c oa s t i n t h e v i c   n i t y o.
f v l i e l a .r d , Le euWar d en , an d t   te

isiand of Tersciielling. Its altitude varied from 200 to 1,500 meters.

One airplan e was observed over the island of" Na,lcheren and Gilze Rijen

between 233o and 0005.

Two aircraft were r2ported over the area of Ka.twijk and Utrecht from

o3oa to 0410.

From 1807 to 0586, five aircrs.
ft were sighted over the 5kagerral:,

t hr e e of t hem f l y i n g f r om 5wed en t o Gr ea t Br i t a i n a n d t h e o t he r t wo on

t rl e i r Way t o Swed en .

b . Corrmii t ©en t of   i r c r aS t b :,  t h e I I'i o :  t e r Cor ps

Th r e e t wi n - eng i n e f i grl t e r a i r c r a f t wer e e : p l o,yed f r om   i mme l b e t t

a r e a s ov er = iol l a  ld . .
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c. 9.llie
d Los3es •

Could not be determined.

d. German Losses

None.

e. Weather Conditions

In tae a.z•ea covered by the lst and 2d Fighter Divisionss 3 10

to 5 10 cover of strato-cumulus clouds between  300 and 2,000 meters.

In the a.rea covered by the 3d Fighter Divisions 8 10 to 1O110

  cover of stratus clouds betWeen 1,000 and 1,600 maters; scattered clouds

: between 5,000 and b,000 meters.

I %. BRI TI SII  iARRASSI i  G   TTACKS ON ESSEN AIYD DUI SBII RG, 13/ 14 J anu ar y 1 94 4

(see Figure 93,  nnex)

a. Enemy gctivity

Dur i ng t he se c ond ha l f of t he n i ght , t he c i t i e s of Es s en en d I?ui s -

bur g wer e   he t ax g e t s of Br i t i s h hios qu i t;o r ai der s .

Deginning at 0325, two waves of Ifosquitos were reported approaching,•

thY first over tse mouth of the Schelde and the second over thE Zuyder

Zee.

9 force of tem aircraft circled above the following aseas in Holla.n
d:

Arnsterdam, Zwo11.e,
Hengelo, Twente, and G lze Rijen.

The group bombarding the tWO industrial cities consisted of twenty-

f i v e a i r cr af t , t wo of Whi ch penet r a t ed a.s f ar a s t he Kobl en z a,r e a .

After carrying out their bombarc't.men
t mission, the Mosquitos left

the Rmhr District with course towar3s t: e nortn.wes
t, passing over the

coast betWeen Den I3elder and the mouth of the Schelde. The last air-

craft were reported leavir.g the Continent at 0610.

b . Commit©ent of Aircraft by the I Fi hter Corps

. ,.
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one lLe- 110   'ram a Hi mmel bet t area .

e .   ].l i ed hasse s •

  1 ]  os qui t o br ought da ru . .
•

d, l ermsn I,osse s,
 

gone.  

e. 'Weather Conditione -

In northern and centrgl Germenys ez-tensive ground and.high-

a,l t i t ude f oge . •

In wsetez n aermany and Holla nd: heavily overaas  between 30Q

' and 000 meters.5 

7C. TEE   I TIf S 6TT1(IS ON B tAUN90fl YEI G, 14/ 1  Janu  y 194 4

see Figure 94      ) 

a.   nemv Act 3.vi t ar

ar s 't at i ons i aked a t he f i r et a  .r or af t o#`1t 174? ( erman rad p p

a Britieh bomber straem consisting of several hundred a3.raraf  at a pciat

.
aeme 120 ki l omet er a u a Bt af the i s l and of Te=el and I   mai dea . I a i nt a3.ni ng 
- -
a direot ooure®, the British b nbera flew ovor the Z ,ydsr

Zes,  heiae, Oe-

nabr ii:ak , and on t o Br auns ohw®3g aud Magdebur g . A f or ce of lrtae q  t oe , f ].y- .

3ng ahead of the mafa bomber etream, diverted attention  rom the e,atusl

t ar ge t of t he at t aak by oont i nu3.rig t hs i r f l i ght t owar ds Ber 13,m,   'fiaret en-

• walde, R'organ, and Leip$ig, At 1 30 the bombers began their return  'light

t o* sa ds t hs ws s t , t he l as t a  cor af t or osei ng t he 3hit ch aoast b  t   reen t he

  ialaad of Terschslling and lle tersoheld0 by 2145. Ao systema tri o plan

• was di s aerni b l e behi nd t he Hr i t i sh at t aak ; bombsr dment Wa 1   f del   ecat -

t er ed, w3t h t he a rea ar ound Br aunaebnte i g appar ent l y t he f oc;al , poi nt :0f

the attack. Bombs were alao dropped on  scherslebsa, Brand®nburg, and

Leip$ig.

, '
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In addition to the above, the following RgF actions were observed

during the night of 14 15 Ja.nuarys

Dur i ng t he t i me f r om 1 8 26 t o 18 54 , a f or c e of t en ai r cr a f t mi n.e
i t he

waters immediately north of the islands of Terechelling and La ngeoog. The

flight altitude of the mining aircraft vas reported sa varying between 100

and 604 metere.

' Between 1818 a.n
d 1g29 five  oaquitv aircraft crossed over the mouth

of the 3chelde, flew on over Emmerich, Wesel and  diinster, and 3oined the

main bomber stream.
 

Between 1714 and 2239, four cour ier aircraft erosaed the Skagerrak

on their  ray to or from 5weden, passing over the northern tip of Jutland.

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fi hter Corpa

The following forcee w®re employed in connection with the main

enemy attacks

From Himmelbett areas during the approach and departure flights

of the bomberss partial forces belonging to the 2d aad 3d Fighter Divisions.•

In night pursuit operations:

unite from the lat Fighter Division, aesembling at radio bea-

con Zebra and direoted into the bomber atresm over Han.nover;_._._ _

uni t a f r om t h e Zd Ii"i ght e r Di i=i.ai on , a s s embl i ng a t r adi o be a c on

Phi liup and begi.nn
ing purauit operations in that aame area; and  

vs ita from the 3d Fighter Diviaion, asaembling at radio beet

 on Ludwig and taking up pursuit action over Twente in Holland.

Some of theae units eontinued their purauit activity during the

return flight of the enemy bombers.

It ia the opinion of the Headquarters, I Fighter Corps, that the dis-

sipation of the Britiah attack force may be attributed to the rapid and

e$  
,̀e ot i v e act i on of ov.r

f i gh t er ai r cr a f t agai nat t he b omber atr eam.
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A total of 162 twin-engine fighter aircraft was committed by the I

Fighter Corps.

c. Allied Losses

39 bombers certainly brought down

5 bombers probably brought down

d. German Losses

2 aircraft

personnel: 3 dead

3 mi ;:s i rlg i n a ct i on

' e.  ieather Conditions

Over $ie area covered by the lst and 2d Fighter Division9: 5 10

to 10 10 cover of stratus clouds between 800 and 1,200 meters.

Over the area covered b3• the 3d righter Diviaion: predominantly

clear .

f. Remarks

Second
During the night of 14 15 January,

fLieuter ant Breukel, of the ¢th•

Squadron, 2d Night Fighter Wing, brought down a total of six enemy aircraft.

XI. THE BRITISH ATTACK ON B  LIN, 20 21 January 194d

(see Figure 95, Annex ) .

a. Enem_y
gctivitp

During the early eve: ing hours, several hundred British bombers

crossed over the southern part of the North Sea, With course towards the

east and northeast. gt 1709 their _ osition was reported as approgimately

160 kilometera west of the islan.
d of Terschelling. Flying in a fairly

broad stream, they appeared ovar the Bay of Helgoland between Westerland

and Norden, passed over the Bay of Kiel and Hamburg an d continued towards

the southeast to Berlin 2nd Frankfurt Oder. They bombarded Berlin betWeen

  1910 and 2000, causing some property damage in the eastern sector of the
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city. Bombs were also dropped over Neubra.ndenburg,
Eberswalde, an d the

area lying south of J3erlin.

gt 1928 the bombers beaan their return flig_Zt, tha r turn course

bounded toxards the north by the line formed by VYittenberge, Bremen, and

Borkum , and towards the south by the line formed by Altenburg, 3ebra, Wup-

pertal, and the mouth of  he Schelde.  'he last aircraft was reported pass-

 ng over t: 1e coast at 2243•

At 1807 approximately seven  Cosquito aircraft crossed the Dutch coast

b e t   re en Eer gen a .n d Den Ii e l d e r , f 1 eW 3i r e c t l y on ov er "epp en , Br au r. s chwe i g ,•

an d Ber l i r  , an d j oi n e d t r.e me.i n b ombe r f or c e L:.er•e . I3y di v er s i on ar y man -

  rering between  erli:  and Dresden, they a:.tempted to camouflage the actual

target of the a ttack .

The following actions were carried out during the a tack on Berlin,

and were assumed to be a.ttemp
ts to divert our e,ttention

i'rom the latters

a mining mission in t_ :e southern part of the hTorth Sea, and a harrassing

•
r a i d on t :  e c i t y of St a t t i n by a  --r ou p of 1 io s qu i t o a i r c r a f t .

In adlition, Duisburg and I7usse dcrf were attacKed by a forca of ap-

p r ox i ma t e l y t en  ao s q   i t o s .   Th ey h a 3 p e  .e i,r a t e d t }  e Cont i n en t b e t ween

Os t end e ar d Ca l a i s , b egi n n i ng a t 202 5 , a nd h a d f l own ov er   ia l medy an d Ai x l a

Chapelle inta the Ruhr District.

Between 22j8 and 2258 a single aircraft Ws,s reported cirLling over

the islands lying at the mouth of the 5chelde.

Dur i ng t h e n i gh t oi 17j 18 J a .nu a , •y , b e t   een 17 25 a n d 17 59 , on e i  r i t i s h

courier aircraft crossed the Skagerra:K.

b . Com;ni t men t of g i r c r a t t b
,y

t : i e I   i r;h t e r Cor p s

tiYer::.t
her conditions were so bad that only the most experienced

night fighter creWS were selected for employr ent, as follows:
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In night pursuit activity during the approach flight of the bomberss

several night fighter aircraft from the lst Fighter Division, xhiah

xere directed into the bomber stream by meana of the Y-Method;

units from the 3d Fighter Division; the Ju-88's assembling at ra-
•

dio beaoon LudWi and guided into the enemy stream over radio beacon elle

and over the mouth of the Elbe; the Me-110's assembling at radio beacon

l arie, and guided into the bomber stream over Parchim .

From Himmelbett areas during the return flight of the bomberss

small units from the 2d and 3d Fighter Divisions, over northwestern

_ Germany and Holland.

In night pursuit aetivity during the return flight of the bomberss

a feW night fighter aircraft from the 3d Fighter Diviafon.

A total number of 98 txin-engine fighter aircraft xas employed by the

I Fi g  t er Cor p s .

Despite their numerical inferiority, the defensive activity of our

• night fighter forces may be termed a noteWOrthy success. The majority of

the British bombers brought down r ere hit during their return flight, by

vhich ti
.me Weather conditions had improved somexhat.

c. Allied Losses

  33 bombers brought down

d. German Losses

7 a  r c r af t , one of whs.ch was br ought dox n by German a,n t i a i r cr a f t

artillery fire at 2208 over the freight station at Herne.

personnel: 5 dead

10 wounded

e. YVeather Conditions

Over the area covered by tke 2d Fighter Division: e,bad-xeather

zone, some 200 kilometers in Ridth, moving slowly towards the east ; 1O110

- 
_ _

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

  
64

claud cover start ng at 75 to 200  :e {;ers and extending as high as 5,000

to 7,ODU meters.

Gb er t h e a r e a cov er e d by t i   a l s t 3nd 3d Fi  ;h t er Di v i s i on s : 9  10

to 10 10 caver of stratus clouds, startin$ at 200 to 600 meters and eztend-

ing as h gh as 1,000 meters; da.nger of icing above 2,000 metars.

f. Remarks

During the night of 20 21 January, Captain Fellerer, 8omm a_nd 

Of i' i c e r o  t    e I I " r ou p , 5 t h Ni gh t Fi giit e r  li r.g , br ou „h t dawn f i v e Br i t i s h

bomoers.

•
XI I . ThL BItI TI S I A ̀'Td C  Oh   : LGDFB:IRG, 21  22 J a nu ar y l y }4

( n e e Fi gur e 9 6 , Arulex )

a . En e :  .y
Ac  ;i v i t :, 

At 20 50 a Br i t i s h ba mber s t r e am c omi n  ,  f r or  t    e Ha r wi ch ar ea wa s

reported aoa•at 120 kilometers west of the island of Texel. T: e £rcup, con-

aisting of a  sevtral 'nundr_d four-anUine aircraft, flew over the vorth

Sea wi t h cour s e t o  ̀   .r d s t h e n or t h e a s t a.n d mov ed or. t owar d s t h e :nou t h of t h e
_

El n e . Sou t }i o f  ie l bo l an d , a s; :a 11   r ou p  cr o'_  e o  f f r om t h e ma i n f or c e a.nd

attw;claed Wilhelrashaven, evidently in an a tempt to draw oar a  tention aWay

irom the conti: uing flight of the main stream. Over Husum and N orden, the

ma i n f or c e wh e e l ed ab ou t t owa r d s t h e s o-,  t t  ea s t a rld co n t i ii  .ed a s f ar a s '.u ;a g-

d ebu .r g a r.d De s s au . At t h e s a.cne t i me , r .os qu i t o bomh er a wer e har r a s s i n g Ber -

I i n , Le i p z i g , an d Dr e s d en - aga i n i n a n a  t t emp t t o c a a oui l a ge t h e r ea l t 3r -

g e t s of t :   e a t t a ck , 1kia.g debu r g and De s s au . Dur  mS  f l a ._r e s wEr e dr op p ed ov e r

Ber l i n , t n e a r ea s ou t h of b'ia gdebu r g , an d n ea,r Le i p z i g . Th e h o s qu i t o s i r -

craft participating in the diversionary actior s had come in over the Zuyder

Zee and continued on s,
direct course to Iierlin, and cou  d b2 clearly dis-

t i n   -a i s h ed by our Bo t t a r da n a i r e ct i on - f i n d i ng e qui p:;  en t f r om t h e b orab er s
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mak ing up the main for ce. Thus, Lritish div er sionary actions did not

su ceeed in confa sing the situa tion pict,are available tu the Headquarters,

I Fighter Corp s. At 2248   e British bombers b egan their r eturn flight ,

mo s t o f t    e m h e a di n g t o wa r d s t  he we s t . Th e y l e f t t h e Re i c h i n b r o a d f r o n t

formation , and crossed th e coast betw een W esermunde and Duhkirk , the last

aircraft leav ing the Continent at 0145. Approximately ten of the bomb ers

left th e Con tinent after the attack b;r way of the Bay of Kiel, flying out

to sea over Ringkoebing . The ati;ack on r:iagdeburg w as iairly severe and

c a  .  s e d c o n s i d e r a  l e da ma g e i n t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e c i t y .

•
in addition to the attack described above, ihe RAF carried out the

following actions dur ing the night on 21 22 Jan ua.ry:

Bet we en 1 9 28 an d 20 12 , t ar e e   o s qu i t o ai r c r s.i't , pr e sumab l y l ong- r   g e

night fighters, crossed the mouth of the Schelde and flew as far as Rheine

and Os nabr iick .

During the time between 1935 and 2027, a single aircraft carried out

an observation flight over Bergen and the Zuyder Zee area. The aircraft
•

•
was identified as a long-range night fighter, and its creR was apparently

reconnoiterin ; the airfield at Leeuwarden .

A group of three &Iosquitv aircraft, approaching over Rheine at 2027,

carried out a harrassing raid on the city of Haltern .

Cologne and 1luisburg-Oberhausen v ere sub ected to a harrassing raid

by a force of some twenty Mosquito bombers. The bombers approached over

the mouth of the 5chelde at 2094 and began tY eir returr  flight towards

the southwest at 2100.•

During the time from 2010 to 2028, one courier aircraft  ras observed

over the Skagerra.k on its way to S eden .

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fi ;hter Corps

The f o l l owi ng f or c e s wer e enpl o;  ed :
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In pursuit activity or in controlled combat against specified ob ect-

ives during the approach of the British bomberss

units from the lst Fighter Division: aseembling at radio beacon

Hahn and directsd into the bomber 9tream bet reen radio beacons Habn and 

elle;

unita from the 2d Fighter Division s asaembling at radio beaoons

H  and elle and directed into the bomber stream bett een Helgoland

and Hamburg ;

units from the 3d Fighter Division s assembling at ra.dio beacons

_ LudwiR and Hummer and guided on to radio beacon elle, from which they

were guided into the bomber stream betxeen Helgoland and Hamburg.

From Himmelbett area9 during the return flight of the bombere:

small formations from the 2d and 3d Fighter Diviaion9, employed

over aorth estern Germeny and Holland.

In night pursuit activity durl.ng
the r eturn flight ot Lhe bombers:

aeveral night fighter aircraft belonging tb the 4th Fighter Divi-•

sion, and employed from the area asaigned to the 3d Fighter Division.

A total number of 169 twin-engine fighter aircr t was employed by the

I Fighter Corps.

c , l l .l i e d Loe s e s

37 bombers certainly brought doxn

4 bombers probeb ly brought down
.

d. German Lossee

6 aircraft  

personnel  3 dead

7 missing in action

e. Weather C nditions  

4110 to 9 10 cloud cover betxeen 300 to B00 meters and 2,000 metere;
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Inte.rm
ittently clear ov ;r th e Dutch coast ; light fogs at all altitudes.

f , Re n a r  cs

I}ur i r,g t l  e n i ah t o f 21  2 % J a rais.r y 1 944., t   ro of f i c e r s wer e k i l l ed

in action:

62a j or Pr i n c e o i Sayn -   ii t t g en s t e i n , Co   men ai ng Of f i c e r of t h e 2d IJi gh t

Fi6hter Wing. This officer had brought aown a total of eighty-two enemy

a i r c r a.f t i n ni gh t c om ea t , a nci h ad b e en awar d ed t he h̀.n i ght s ' Cr o s s of t h e

Iran Cross, wit:  Oak Leaves aiid SWOrds. IIe began his career in the Luft-

h     .
walfe as a homber pilot, then became a fighter pilot, and^

oeen asaigned to

  the eastern front prior to ris present mission. rhere he had brought down

t wen t y - n i n e Sov i e t a i r c r a f t i n n i g , t c omb a t . T  ar i ng t 't  e n i ght of ?1  2 2

JB uary ne succeaded in shocting down five British bombers before his ow2 

a i r p l an e , a J u - 88 , c r a s :  ed i r: t h e v i c i n i t y of h:a gdebu r g , t 1  e vi c t i m of a

Br i t i s h l or.g - r an g e n i gr t f i gh t e r . 3 i s r a d i o mar  and mech a.n i c wer e ab l e t o

parachute to safety, while the Prince himself, who always  lew v ithout a

parachute, died a hero's death.
•

Ca tain i eurer Commar din  Oiiicer of tne I Grou lst Ni ht ri hterP     P  g g

Ǹi n g , h o l d er of t _- e   i i g    t s ' Cr o s s of t h e I r on Cr os s wi t h Ca lc Le av e s , an d

 Iaster Sereeant Sche?be, Captain Meur er's radio man, w' lo had been aWe.rded

t h e  ' n i gh t s ' Cr o s s of t h e I r on Cr o s s . ì't :i s ni grrt f i g'h t e r c r ew h a d b r ou gh t

down a t o t a l of s i x t y - t hr e e en e:ny a i r c r a f t . Ca p t a i n i '.eu r er ' s a i r p l an e , an

He-219, callided in mid air with a Britis:  bomber. Both aircraft crashed,

the two wrecks coming to 1ie within o00 meters of each other.
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lda3oac Pr i nae of 3ayn-Wi t t gens t ei n
 

Killed in Aatian During the Night of 21f22 January  1944
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Captain Meurer

,
Killed in gction During thQ Night of 21 22 January 1944
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kirk and Calais, carried out a harrassing raid on the city of Aix la

Chapelle, flying back across the mouth of the Schelde at 2245.

At 0300 a single Idosquito f1eW over the mouth of the Schelde and

continued on over Antwerp to the  lainz area. Flying baak, it passed over

Metz, Reima, Beauvais, and he Treport, leaving the Continent at 0507.

b. Commitment of Aircraft b 
,
the I Fi hter Corps

23/ 24 J exruary 1944 : f our t wi n- engi ne f i gh t er a i r cr af t ( di r e ct ed

by the Y-Meth ) during the attack on D'usseldorf.

25/26 ,Tanuary 1944= one tRin-engine fighter aircraft (directed by

 
the Y-b ethod) during the raid on Aix la Chapelle.-

Thus, a total number of five twin-engine fighter aircraft was em-

ployed by the I Fighter Corpa on these two nights.

c. Allied Lossee

Could not be determined.

d. Gernan Lossea

None. 

e .  Peat he r Condi t i ona

23f24 January 1944% 2110 to 6 10 cover of cumulua clouda from

500 meters to 1,000 meters; scattered rainstorms.

25/26 January 1944= 5 1o to h0/10 cloud cover between 300 to 600

meters and 3,000 metera; scattered  rain flurries betWeen 5,00o and 7,000

meters.

XIV . THE BBITISH 9TT9CK UIJ BEfthIN, 27/28 January 1944

( s e e Fi g ur e 9 8 , An.nex )

e.. Enem.y
Ac t i v i ty

9t approximately 1800 a bomber stream took off from the Nor rich

area in ti e British Isles and proceeded across the southern part of the

North Sea into the Bay of Helgoland and towards the mouth of the Elbe.
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gt this point a grvup of Short-Stirling four-engi:ne bambers, flying at a

lov er altitude than the rest, reversed their course and began dropping

mines into the sea. Their maneuver was a success and they were able to

divert attention from the main bomber stream, Which f1eR on toRards the

southeast, over the islands of Terschelling and Dorrnzm , over the gassel

and Hannov er ar ea s , a nd f i z  a l l y on t o li er l i n ,    hi ch t he;  a t t acked f r om t he

s out h a nd s ou t hwe s t . Some of t ize borJb er s rnade a de t our ov er Cot t bu s a nd

Fr a.n kf ur t   Od er .

9t the same time, several singly-.
flying Mosquitos approached over the

 
Zuyder Zee and flew on, on a direct course, to Berlin, Frankfurt Oder, and

Leipzig in an attempt to confuse the German situation picture.

On t he i r r e t ur n f l i ght , t he bo nbe r s pas s ed ov er t    e s ou t her n RuYir Di s -

trict and rrankfurt Main. According to statements made over the Eritish

radio, 1,500 tons of bombs were dropped on Berlin.  he attack lasted from

2015 to 2050 and Ras directed chiefl r at tae ea9tern part of the city .

Scattered bombs were also dropped over Leipzig. 

In addition to the main attack described above,  he RAF also carried

out the following actions:

hrom 1920 to 2024, a single night fighter raided the a.reas of Ijmuiden,

Arnheim , and Zwolle.

One airplan e was observed circling above the island of Texel betReen

1g29 and 2002.

Between 2030 an d 2104 two aircraft penetrated as far as the areas af

Katwijk an d Apeldoorn.

At about 2035 a force of seven Mosquitos flew over Ijmuiden and Zwolle,

presunably on their xay to Berlin.

BetWeen 2102 and 2114 two aircraft flew along the coast from Bergen

to Alkmar.
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A group of eight I  osquitos, having approached at 2135 between Dunkir 

and 6ala.is, raided the city of Aix ls, Chapelle and returned home together

with the main bomber stream from Berlin.

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fi hter Corps

The following forces were committed:

In pursuit activity and in controlled cou:qat against specific objectives

during the approach flight of t;he bombers:

Units from the lst Fighter Division (Nort  ern Sector , asserabling

at radio beacon Hahn ; as soon as the British mining uanauver in the Bay of

•
FIelgoland was reco  lized as a diversionaz•y action, the aircraft were guided

on to radio beacon Berta, and from there to combat over Derlin,

IInits from the lst Fighter Di ri9ion (5outhern Sector , assembling

at radio beacon rlie e and diracted into trie bombzr stream southwest of

Bar l i n ,

IInits from the 2d Fighter Division, assembling at radio beacon

Humner; after the real  urpose of the Britis?1 mining action Was recognized,
_

t h e ai r c r a f t wer e d i r e c t ed t owar d s   h e s ou t h an d me t t h e bomb er s t r ea.m i n

the vicinity of Braunschweig,

Several night fighter aircraft from t'r e 3d Fighter Division (ivor-

thern Sector , directed b
,y

the Y-M 
e_ hod from their own ai.r

fields into the

bomber stream,

Units frora the 3d righter Division (Southerr.
5ectorj, assembling at

radio beacon LudWlg and moving on to radio beacon  ue11e, from w: ich they

Wer e di r e ::t e d t ou a.r d s t h e s ou t h i r.t o t h e Br au n s chwe i g a r e a , an d

Several night fighter aircraft ,oelonging to the 7th Fighter Division,

which were direci.ed into tl e bomber stream from radio beacon 10.....

From Himmelbett areas during the return flight of the bombers:

9 small nurnber of aircraft from the 2d and 3d Fighter Divisnns, em-
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pl oyed over b.a nnove r , t he Rhi ne ar ea , sout hern  Iol l and and Bel gi um.

A total number of 167 twin-engine fightier aircraft was employed by

the I Fighter Corps.

Be es u s e o f t he s uc c e s s f u l  3r i t i s h di v er s i onar y ma.neuv er i n t he Bay of

Helgol  d and the detours made necessary by it, only twenty-four of our

night fighter aircraft managed to contact the enemy .

c. lllied hosses

20 bombers certainly brought down.

d . German Losaes

S
9 aircraft

per s or,n e l s 5 dead

9 Wounded

1 missing in action.

e. Weather Conditions

5f10 to 1Of10 cloud cover between 200 to 1,000 meters and 1,500

to 2,000 meters; visibility varying from fiv  to fifteen kilometers.
'

Over Berlin: visibility irom one to three kilometers; high-alti-

tude winds at  ,000 meters from 290°, velocity I20 to 1d0 kilometers per

hour.  

f. Remarks

- Severa.l of our night fighter crews were taken in by false commands

issued in German by British interference transmitters; two aircraft obeyed'

British orders to land.

One Ju-88, piloted by Master Serge  it Giesshaber, was shot doWn over

Osendorf (seven kilometers   z south-southeast of Fialle  by our own anti-

a i r cr af t ar t i 2l er y .

One Ju-88, piloted b;,  Captain Billich, was hit by antiaircraft fire

While flying at 5 000 meters over Braur_schweig. The fuselabe of his air-
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plane suffered a direct hit, and the fuel-line was damaged.

One M -110, flown by lst Lieutenant Baake, collided with a British

aircraft over Forui. Both aircraft crashed, but lst Lieutenant Baake was

able to parachute to safety .

For the first tin e it was reported that British aircraft were equipped

with phosphorus sprays, which went off whenever Gerr ar. fighter aircraft

approached t'ne bombers. This defensive measure on the part of the British

Wa s Ni t hout e .
f f e c t .

XV . Tii , BRI TI SH   TT1 CK OV B:  RhI N, 281 29 J s nu a r y 1944

  ; s e e Fi   -ur e 99 , Anr ex }

a . Enemy Ac t i v i t
.y

First half of tne nightc Sinsly-flying  Iosquitos bombarded the

ni ght f i ght e r a i r f i e l ds at Le euwar den , De c l en , Gi l z e Ri j en , and iTenl o . The

bombs were dropped from a very hibh altitude.

Dur i n  t he s e a t t a ck s , a   rou p of f r om f i f t y t o s i  cty Br i t l s h a i r cr af t

we a r enor t ed a t about 18 50 appr oac :  i ng f r om   he Harwi c h  ar ea . The gr oup
•

f 1eW v e t e u t h e a t t i1  - ,o r h so . rn pwr of he or  h  ea as fas as the western corner

of th? Baltic'Sea. It ws.s not until they had crosaed Schleswig-IIolstein

that their mission was recognized as a.mine-laying one. The t eadquarters,

I Fi hter Corps, had presursed that they were bornuers. "'nes  xere laid in

t he moa.t h o f t h e El be an d i n t i e we s t er n wat e r s of t he Ba,l t i c 5ea .

Between 1920 and 2000 a single e,
ircraft penetrated over the island of

Schoux ecz a s f ar a s Br us s e l s .

D s ing the time from 195o to 2200 a group of ten i+ osquitos penetrated

into tze Ruhr District. They approached over The Hague and depa.rted via

t he mo  at h of t he Sche l de .

 pproac' ing at 2045 over the island of Tersc: elling, Osnabruck , and

1 a.nnov e r , a f or c e o f f i v e nio s c  ui t o s r ai ded t he i  er l i n ar ea . They f l e  ba ck
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between Bielefeld and Paderborn over the mauth of the Schelde, leaving the

Continent at 2317.

BetWeen 2221 and 2250 five aircraft flew along the coast from Bergen

as far as the island of Terschelling. -

Last half of the night: About 0030 a force of approximately 500 ai.r-

craft took off from the Norwich area and proceeded towarda the northeast,

cr o s s i ng t he s ou t her n par t of t hs Nor t h Se a , a s f ar a s I  i e l . The mai n

stream xas preceded by single aircraft, flying very low , whose miesion was

presumably to mock a mine-laying action. After dropping flares over  
.e
l,

 
the British bombers turned toRards the southeast and headed directly for

Ber l i n . A s ma l l rri mber of t h e f our - engi n e bomber s f l ex on t ovrards t he e a s t

from Kiel, and reversed their aourse over the weetern corner of the Baltic

Sea.

Leaving Berlin, the bombers pas3ed over Breman, Ifiel, and Holatein

.
and flew out over the North Sea. Despite a cloud cover of 10 10, the Bri-

tish attack, lasting from 0310 until 03 0, had been accurate   devastating.
.

-Unter den Linden and the Zoological Gardens suffered paxticularly aevere

damage.

At approximately 2310, some twenty 1 osquito aircraft which were as-

sumed to be long-range night fighters, penetrated as far ae Munster, Han-

nover, a.nd
Osnabriick . Three of the tWenty continued on as far as Perle-

berg and Greifawal8.

At 0020 two  osquitos, co aing from the Calais and Florennes area,

passed over Koblenz and flew on to Frankfurt Main, where they circled for '

some time. Returning, they flew over Triery and Cambrai, and crosaed the

Chan.ne l c oa s t at a  rou t 02 50 . ,

b. Comnitment of Aircraft by the I Fighter Corps

First half of the n ight: The follow ing forces w ere employed :

  .,,.w, u  m,. ,, i y.. +
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From Hinu elbett areas a6ainst the  :osquito invaders:

5everal twin-engine fighter aircraft rrom the 3d Fighter Division .

From ' immelbett areas against the mine-la ring airerafts

5evera l aircraft from the lst, 2d, and 3d Fighter Divisions, over

the Bay of Helgoland an d over the coastal a.reas of the western Daltic Sea

and 3olland.

In pursuit activity aga.
inst the mine-laying aircraft:

g s:nall force from the lst Fighter Division, assembling at radio

beacon 13.
•

bs soon as it was realized that the enemy apl>roach flight over the

North Sea was merely a mine-laying mission, all aircraft were ordered to

land.

Last half of the night: The following forces were employed:

From Himmelbett areas, during both tY-ie approach and departure of tr.e

bom ers:

Sev er a l ai r cr a f t f r om t he 3d r  i g'n t er Di v i s i on , empl oy ed ov er t he
 

Dutch coast.

In pursuit activity and controlled combat against specific objectives:

Units from the lst Fighter Division, assembling at radio beacons

Hahn and  ichhornchen an d directed on to controlled combat over Berlin ,

Units from the 2d Fi hter Division, assembling at radio baacon

e11e and directed into the bomber stream over Lubeck,

Un i t s f r or  t h e 2d I 'i gl  t er Di v i s i cn (I  or t h e r n Se c t or ) wer e gui ded

.
to the enemy bamber stream directly from their home airfields,

Uni a from the 3d I'ighter uivision , assembling at radio beacons

Ludwi and elle; the aircraft at radio beacon Ludwi xere directed on to

radio beacon  !uelle, and fron there tra entire grcup was guided to the bomber

stream between Kiel and Liibe k, and

.
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g reinforcement forcc from the 7th Fi ;hter Division, togetner with

formations from the 3d Fighter Division which  rere unable to take off with

the others, was assembled at radio beacon Gertrud and directed on to con-

trolled combat oveT• Berlin .

The total number of twin-engine aircraft employed during both halves

of the night was 187.

c. Allied Losses

  .2 b o nb er s 'or ou gh t d owr  .

d. German Losses

_
2 aircraft

personnel:   3 dead

e. Weather Conditions

First half of t'•ie night: Zhe border between the operational areas  

Qf the 2d and 3d Fighter Divisions, as well as the adjacent coastal area

along the i ay of :- elgoland, were envelop ;d uy a 10 10 cloud cover zone ea-

  tending some 100 kilometers; the cloud cover hung as lovr as 100 to 400 me-

ters an d extended to Q.,
000 to 5,000 meters; visibility varied between or_e

an d t hr e e k i l ome t e r s qc   't •i   ou t s i d e t h i s z on e , i n t    e a r e a cov er ed by t h e

3d Fighter Division the cloud cover was 10110, and in the areas covered by

tr.e lst a.nd 2d Fighter Divisians, between 5110 aard 10 10 from 500 to 1,000

meters; scattered clouds above 2 500 meters.

La s t ha l   of t  -:e n i g a : I n t h e we s t e r n par t o f t h e oper a t i on a l a r ea

assigned to the 2d Fighter Division ar.d
in the coaatal area lying towards

the northwest, there was a bad-wea ther zone so©e 100 kilometers in width,

IDOVlIl , slowly towards the east; Within this zone the cloud cover was 10 10

between 100 to 400 meters and C ,
000 to 5,000 neters; outside this zone, in

the area covered by the lst, 2d, and 3d F ighter Divisions, the cloud cover

varied bet reen 5 10 and 10 19, beginning a.t
500 to 1,000 meters and dispers-
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ing  .
t 1,200 to 1,50C r eters; scattered clouds s.

bove 2,5G0 meters.

f. Reroaxks

Tl. a c f f ec t i v e r_e s :: c i t he : ' r i t -_s i: a t t a c : cs on o u a i r f i e l d s i n Hol -

1sx d :

De e l e n : s i x d e r  c l i t i o n b o mb s an d e i g h t t :vp  ' " 3 3 " a e r i u l mi r !e s ,

s e v e r. a l o l t 't   :m e ;l u i v 1  e d vri t n d e l a   e d - c ,c
t i o n f u z e s ; s e v e r a l r u n Ra y s a n d

l a n d i n   ,r- s t r i p s we r e s l i g   Lt l y d ama g e d .

Ven l o : t we l v e o orab s , d e :no:i i t i on a : d i n c e r.d i ar ;  , s orne o f t h em e qu i p -

p ed v  i t n d t l ay e d- a c t i on f u z e s ; on e i Te- l U9 d e s t r o,y ed , a nd s ev er a l r unway s

 

seriously damaged.

Le euwar d en : t we J
_v e d emc l i t i cn bo nb s , s ozve of t l-_em e qu i pp ed wi t h d e- ,

l ay ed- a c t i on f u z    s ; t wo r 'culws.y s d s.r,  s, ; e d .

 ilze Rijer.: several demolition bombs; two runws.ys da aged.

Th e Br i t i s h a t t a c: cs wer a i n s t r    me n t a l ; n d  e l s.y
i n g t h e c ommi t ment of

ou r n i gh t f i gn t e r a i r c r c.f t d a r i n€ t   e n i gi  t of 28  29   anu ar y ( s ee b , ab ov e ,

r e gs.r di n g t he 1s.t e s t a r t of s ev c:r a l f o r ,7 s.t i on s b e l on gi ng t o t h e 3d Fi gh t ar

_
Di  Ti s i on )

.

XVT. _̀'Ii t3RI TI   .: AL1̀'1'   : GI  B  J RLI ti , 3U/ 31 J   ,nt  ax y 1 944

( s e e Fi g ur e 10 0 , k n   ex )

a . En e . i,   Ac t i v i t y

Ih u s n   t 'r  e rri g ;i?t o i 2 9  3 0 J a n u a l•y : S  :v    r a l Itilo s  a  .
i t o a i r c r a f t

a r. p e a r e d o v e r t h e it u i- r v i :..
t r i c t . On e u i r   l a rie ws,j r e Y-o r t a d ov  ;r t h e i s -

1 e.n
d o i ' J o e r e e b e  .:w  :;   n 2 3 4 % a zzd 0 0 1 ;  . k t 0 3 0 4 a s i n    i e Y [o s q u i t o f l ew

o v e r t h e i s l a :  d o f  i ' e x e l a n d or_
t a PYie    p e n , 'J e c h t a , e.n

d Ce l l e ; i t f l ea 

ou t t c s e a OV2 T• Cl. x h   .v e n a t 0   1 3 .

Dur i ng i h ? Il l     l t o f 30/ 31   a irua r y :   t 181 5 a f or c e of s ev er a l 'tlun -

i'  r ed t  r i t i s  _i b omb er s t ook of f f r o:  i:: ie Tlor wi ch ar aa f c r Ber l i n .   'u e i r

c ou r s a l e d t h e m o    e r t : _e s o  . t l   e r n c e.?•
t o f   h c ' tiTo r t l  :  J a a n d Sc h l e gx i g -
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Holstein as far as the Bay of Kiel. t ere they turncd towards the south-

east and 'neaded directly towards Berlin. gt the same time, a force of

fast biosa_u
ito bombers wes reported having crossed the Zuyder Zee on its

way to Berlin. The attack on the capital lasted from 2000 to 2100 and

was unusually severe, causing not only serious damage to property and to

industrial installations, but also setting fire to large sections of the

city . The sectors most severely hit were the center, and the western and

eouthern portions. Crossing northwestsrn Germany an d  Holla.nd, the British

bombers returned to their bases.

 
In addition to the attack described above,  he EgF carrmed out the

f o l l owi ng ac t i on3 dur i nt; t ?  e ni ght of 30/ 31 Januar y 1 944  

Several I osquito aircraft carried out a harrassing raid on tbe city

of Cologne. The aircraft had approached between Ostende and Calais at

approximately 1830, and fleR back over the mouth of the Schelde at 2040.

Betwean 1919 and 1927 a single aircraft was reported circling above

the mouth of the Schelde and the adjoining coast.•

F  om 18¢8 to 2328, Two e.ircra
ft Were observed above the Skagerrak,

one on ita way back to Great Britain and the other on its way to Swaden.

b . Commi t ment of Ai r cr af t b
.y

t he I Fi ght er Cor ps

The folloWing forces were employed:

• • From Hir mel.
bett areas dur ng both the approach and departure of the

bomberss

Several aircraft from the 3d Fighter Division, employed over the

northern caast of Holland.

In pursuit activity and controlled combat against apecifie objectives=

Units from the lst Fighter Division, asaembling at radio beacons

_
Hahn and Eichhornchen, a.n

d directed into the bomber stream   east of

Parchim,
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Units from thc 2d Fighter Tivision, the majority asaembling at

radio beacon 'uelle a.n
d direct;ed into the bomber stream north of Kiel, to-

get  er with the forces from tha 3d Figllter Division ; those night fighters

b s.s ed a t Gr ov e an d ' Pe s t e r l a n d wer e w .
i ci e d t o t h e b omb er s t r e a.m ov er 5ch l e s -

wig-Holstein, and

Units from the 3d Fig :ter DiviEion, assembling at radio beacons

Ludwi  ; and ' u e    l e .

a e i n f or c er. en t s f r om t h e 7 t h Fi gii t e r Di v i s i on a.nd s ev er a :l f or ma t i on s

from the 3d Fight r Division were assembled at radio beacon Gertrud, trans-

•
f eEr ed t o r a d i o  oaa con Ber t a , an d s ea t on t o c .; r t r o  .

l ed comb a t ov er Ber l i :  .

The totsl nl:_m
ber of twin-engine fighter aircrazt amployed by the I

Fighter Corps was 1 6.

c. Allied Losses

4 3   ou;b er s b _ ou gh t d own .

d. German Losses

_ 6 a i r c r a f t

personnel:   dead

3 mi s s i ng i n a c t i or  .

e . Wea t ?7er Con d i t i on s

2g/3o January: 10 10 cover of high-alti ude fogs betweon 200 to

400 metars r nd  00 to 1 2U0 meters; visibility th
_,.ree

to six kilometers.

30 31 January : cloud cover varyir g between 6%10 an d 1O110, begirlning

 at 400 to 800 meters and extending as high as 1,GG0 meters; ovEr the Ba.y

of Helgoland and 3erlin: cloud cover beg nl ing at 75 to 300 meters a..n
d

extendi  g as high as 2,000 neters, or even  ,000 meters in some areas.
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CHAFPER III

DA.Y ACTI ON3 DURI NG FEBRUARY 194.4

I . SII DV'EY

a . Amer i ca.n Of f ens i ve Act i vi t y

lmerican offensive activity against the 8eich increased apprecia-

bly during February 1944. Allied neRSpapers and radio releases announced

t he be gi nn i n.g of a l ar ge- ec a l e ai r of f en s i v e ag ai nat   er m  y , and t hi s of -

fensive materialized aftex 20 February , as soon as xeather aonditivna im-

proved. The American Air Force units stationed,
in Great Britain xere ob-•

viously coordinating their daytime atta.cks with those Air Force unita sta-

tioned in Ital r, a,nd thair chief target was apparently the installations

of the German aircraft industry . The effectiveness of their attacks xae

greater tYa n heretofor, and they succseded in disrupting the operations of

German air armament plants to such an egtent that the systematia supplying

. of the needs of the German air defense forces Was impossible.

i
During the reporting period, the American g

.
ir Forces carried out a

total of fifteen large-scale attacks on targets loeated xithin the 8eieh .

Four of these attaeks r ere carried out by unita based in Italy. On three

of the days selected for attack, weather conditions permitted unlimited

sight bombing. On three other days instrument bombardment  as necessary ,

and on five days, partially so. lmerican aircraft lossea during the large-

s e al e a t t a cks af t e r 20 Febr uary x er e f a i r l y gr eat , Ri t h 234 ai r ar af t i n

the area covered by the I Fighter Corps alone. If one gives due consider-

  ation to the number of attacka, the total number of aircraft employed, and

the total number of aircraft destroyed, one realiQes that the 9merieana

paid dearly for the effectiveness of their attacks.

The Ameriean practiee, in operationa originating from Great $ritain,
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of flying several bomber misc ions on the same day, served to diesipate

the German fighter defenses. Moreover, the coordination of the time of

attack and.
the target to be attacked by the forces coming from Great Bri-

tain and from Ita1y served the triple purpose of reducing the effeative-

ness of German defenses, increasing the effectiveness of the 8merican '

attack, and reducing the American losses. The inerease in American fighter

aircraft mentioned in connection with the events of January 1944 reached

its full e fectiveness during February . Large escorts of single and twin-

engine fighters accampanied the bombers during their approach and return
 

fli hts and remained in mo tg , s cases as a protective screen during the at-

tacks themselves. Only in rare instances did the well-organized system

of fighter eseort relief fail in its purpose. There Were very few suceess-

ful attacks on German-occupied sirfields. E  en   apart from the days

selected for large-scale attacks, American air activity was rather lively,

most of it devoted to target reconnaissance and to observation flights to

_ ascertain the effectiveness of previous attacks. The chief ob ectives for

reconnaissance activity seemed to be the Ruhr District, Jutland  and the

western eoast of the Baltic Sea, although reconnaissance aircraft als0 ev-

.
inced interest fT the area narth of Berlin  the Bay of Helgoland, the Han-

nover and Braunschweig area, and the . 'rankfurt area. Independent flight$

(i.e. not as fighter escorts) by fighter aircraft, as well as flighta along

the coast of thQ Bay of Helgoland and Holland, were extremely rare. On only

four days during the reporting period were there no American aircraft at

all observed within the area of operation of the I Fighter Corpa.

b. The Commitment of the I Fi hter Corps

The beginning of the gmerican air offensive in February 1944 was

no surprise to the Headquartersrp I Fighter  orps. The order, isaued by

the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe, to conoentrate on bringing down

•
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as many enemy bombers as possible, Was still binding for  he forces enga-

ged in defense against the American da;  time attacks. There had been no

increase in the number of units assigned to air deyense activities. Thus,

the enemy 's numerical superiority continued to have a detrimental effect on

the outcome of aerial combat actions. In addition, on six of the days se-

iected for attack , poor weather conditions rendered effective commitrnent of

the German fighter units extremely difficult or even impossible. Since the

American .4ir Forcea carried out attacks on targets acati;ered throughout the

entire Reich, including several in southern Germany and in 9ustria, the

 
decentralized ca  nand organization of the German defensive forces proved to

be a decided disadvantage. The 7th Fighter Division, in southern Germany,

and the forces assigned to the Fighter Co  nsn der (Ostmark), in gustrie•,

operated quasi independently in their assigned areas, subject or ly to in-

structions issued by the Air Fleet Reich.

In general, the Commander in Chief, Luftwaffe, had assigned the fol--

lowing missions to the various air defense forces:•

I Fighter Corpss the defense of the northern sector , pas ticularly

of the industrial districts in Rheinwestfalen and in central Germany, aa 

of the coastal areas devoted to naval operations, a_nd of the Berlin area.

7th Fighter Division: the defense of southern Germany, with special

emphasis on the protection of the industrial areag around Frankfurt  a,
in,

  a.nnhe i m, St u t t gar t , Nur ember g , I  un i ch , and Aug sbur g .

Fighter Comrnalder (Ostmark)s the defense of vital installations in

Austria, particularly in Vienna, Wiener-Neustadt, Steyr, an d Linz.

The day fighter forces placed at tr e disposal of these three commands

were too few for effective ac^omplishner.t •of the missions assigned. Coor-

dinated action by all three graups was rarely attained, because the area

to be protected (the Reich including Austria) wa,s far too extensive in view

_
l
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o f i tii e l i mi t ed r s,n  ;e of ou r f i  ;n t e r a i r c r a f t , a nci t ec au s e ea ch o f t h e

t %  e e c or zua nd er s wa s na,t ur a l l    :. o s t c on c er n ed wi t h zu l f i l l i n g hi s de f en -

s i v e aii s s i on wi t n i n t h e op er a t i on a l e.r ea a s s i   r  e d t o :  i m.

A:f t e r t i  e   n:  r i c a r: a i r u   #' c n 5 i v e  l a d b e   un ,  't h e    e r;,
d c u a r t e r s , I F i g h t -

e r Co r p s ,   u t f o r t h a _  l a.n
f or t i2e g e o €;r a p l: i c wl c on c e r.  : r a t i o n o f a l l t h e

d a ;  t i rne f i  ; .  t e r f o r c e s a s s i r  •:e d t o r:o r t n we s t c r n Ge r r_ia.n y a n d t h e 1 'r e,.
  ''u r t

a r e a . Tn c r l an wa 5 [Il Ot 1
.v c'L  e d b 3  t h a t h o a ;  h t  t h a t a u n i t e d , r e l a t i v e l y

s t r o n  ; Ge r L:a n f i      t e r d e f e n s e mi g h t    a v e a c l ian c e t o : le e t t h e   ma r i c a.n a t -

t a c k e r s s u c c e s s f u l l     , c s p e c i a i l y i f t ':  e  
.me r i c a.: 

f i r;h t e r e s c o r t u n i t s we r e

•
s e l e c t e d a s t h e c l: i e f t a r   e t . Dt;r i n   , a c o n f Er e n c e a t Ca r i n   ia l l o n 2 2 F e b -

r u a r y 1 9 4
.
4 , t n

.Q
Co  ::.  an d i .n   Gc r e r a l , I F i {-,Lt e r Cc r p s , wa s   i v e n t  re o p p o r -

t u n i t y t o n r e s e n t '_Zi s s u r;   e s t i c n t o i,h e Co   i   ar: d e r i n Ch i e f , L : f' t wa    f e . Th e

c o n f e r e n c e , l s ,s t i n   f r os 1 2 UU t o 2 1 3 0 , h a,
d 'a e e n c a l l e d b    Re i c h s ma r s c : ia .

l l

Go e r i n   t o d i s c u s s t h e h a v o c b r i n   wr ou g h t i n t h e Ge r ma :  a i r a r   raa i.ne n t f a c -

t o r i e s b y s   e n e my b o mb a r d  :re :  t . ì' n e o c c a s i o n wa s h a r d l y a n a  .  s n   c i o u s o n e

t o v r e s e n t t o t h e rce i c h s ma r s c h a l l a :. 
l a n c e.

l l i n g f or   h e c o n c e ra r a t i o n o f

_

a l l av a i l a  i l e ci ay t i  ne f i 5h t e r tui i t s i n a r e l a t i v e l y s'
  1 a r e a an d f or a

c en t r a l i 2ed c o;   : and of a l l a i r d e f en s e op e r a t i oli s v  i t 'r i r_ t h e Re i ch . Towa r d s

t he end of t ::e c on f er e i  c e , t h e Com?aa  .d e r i i: Ch e i z , Lu l t we.f f e , i n di ca t ed

t h a t h e wa s a l r pa dy awar e of t  _e s u c c e s s e s   tx         s a t t a i n ed on t h a t d ay

0 3• t >>e u ni t s of t   :e I Fi   n t e r Cor p ay t h ey wer e a s f o l l ows : 5j en emy bom-

o er s a n ci l U en e :  y f i ; h t e r s c e r t a i n l y b r ou {;n t down a nd 9 b omb er a pr ob e.b l y

. r ou gn t d own ( t r an s l e.t or ' s n o t e : n o t 4u i t e a ccur a t e , s e e XI I , c )
. Th e r e-

s ,. 
l t s of t h e con i  ;r en c e on 2 2   'e br ua r y ar e i nd i c a t el i n I , d , -ee l ow.

De s i  i t e t Lc u r.f av or a b l e c on dyt i on s ur:de r  ,vn i ch '  i  c  wer e f or c e d t o

op er a t e , t h e da   lt i me l i   ,
n t e r u n i t s of t h e I Pi {  }it e r Cor ps su c c ee d ed i n i n -

flicting heavy losses on the   erican Air Force  :nits atationed in Great
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  r i t a3.n dur i ng t he 3.nt erval f r om 20 Febr uar y  maw ki ng t he begi nni  tg of t hs :

iar$e-eeale Ameriaan air offeneive, to 29 February. They wer® un bl.a, hotr-

ever, to turn baak a sing .e one of the lmeriosu attaoks oompletsl r. Oar

.  
own losse  during thia period, in terme of airaraft totally deetroyed  did

-

not eaoeed bearable limit, slthough the nv8ber of ai creft deaeged  a   
.nor-

di nat e l y bi.gh .

By  t he end of February 1  4q., the eval u at i.on of t he ai r ei tnat i ,on wa 

:as f ol l oxs ,  as f ar as t he Q erman a3.r deFens e f or ae e. wei e aonasrned:

"  r̀ om t ro aepar at e base a , I t al y and Gr eat Bri t ai n , t he   er i cax  .Ai r
  .

Forcea have launched oonoentrated a d effective attaoks on targets    

uithin the heart of the $e3.ah. The G$rman air armament indu rtry gsa the

£i r $t ob  ect i  re sel ect ed   'or i nt ens i v e bombar dc ez t . We mue t as s  me t hat

the 1].lied air oomm n.
dera are prepared to continue th ir larg®-scale attacke,

and, i n f ac t , t o br oadsn t hei r t ar get er ®a t o i x cl nda vi t al ws r i adus t r i e s

in a ll parta of the Reich . It is probable that  meriaan bliad bombardneat

 
_

techniquet  with the he p of rac ar} wi11 be perfected, inareasing tre eud us-
' ' - •

ly their ahaaces of atta,ining direQt hits evea oa day  WhQn WeatheT coadi-

t i ons ar a t ao bad t o permi t ei.ght bombi ntg . The t ot a l sf f ect i ve s s s ® of t   e

A7:11®d ai r aa t ac3ke iri 11 b® atx  men  ed by t he ni ght at t aoks aa    .ed out 'b  t he

  F .  'hi s t hr eat t o German t as d t o German- oaaupi ed t err i t ory  aag ehak®x 

badl y Q®r n an r' s pos i t i on aa an a3r power i n L  r ope . The amoot h f inat i oni ng

®f t ernta  ' s weac i x[du et r l.e s i a the pr i mar  pr er equi. s i t e f or a s uc oeesf 'u 7.

  oonolueion of the war. 2'he systematio destruction, by bombardment  rcm the

ai r , of Qerman a;cmament pl ant 8 i  s bound t o hav e a as i as t r ophi c i nf l u®nc s on

the outcome of th® wsr, eapeQially in v iet of an Allied inwasi:on of   rope.

  In aumber as wel l as i n t ec  i aal perf o  raance , t he dap t 3.me f i ght er

uni t s a s s i gned t © Q ermaa a 
.r

def en s e ac   3.v i t y ar e i n f er i or t o 't h e   aer i o8n ;

f i t e r a 3.r vr af t f or o e s . I n s pi t e of t h®i r demo  s t r at ed vour e g e and t he  
.r$h

   .-
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wi l l i ngn e s s t o ma.E:e ev er ,y s a c r i f i c e f or t h e i r c oun t r y , i n t h e l on g r un

On  .  _
 

.c   are fighting a hopeless battle. Gn the hasis of the averane number

of aircraft coff:rnitted each day; the numerical ratio daring the menth of

Feb r u ar y wa s a s f ol l ox s :

total  m rican 9trength Geroan strength in single and t in-
(bombers and fighters    engine fighters (I Fighter Corps 

3 6 ' 1

Arsericar_
fighter strength : German strength in aingle and twin-

engine fighters

1.6 :   1

a
The initiative in selecting days cnaracterized by favorabie Reati er

conditions for large-scale undertaxings lies with the   erican air com-

rQa nd er s . Th e n a t u r e of t h e c ornn an d or g ar  i z a t i on rri t h i n t h e Ger mar  a i r

  d e f en s e f or c e s   r e c l u d e s c oor di na t ed an d ec on omi c a l c o nc: i t men t o f t he

availgble forces. The tactics presently employed by tr e Ger: an fiohter

un i t s , i , e . goi n g a f t e r t i  e en er y b omb er s , s    ou l d b e r ev i s ed an d mo3i f i ed ,

since they are leading to heavy losses. knowir_g t?lat they need not  ear
 

a.n a t t a ck b y t h e Ger mr  n f i gh t e r a i r c r a f t , 9n er i c a.n f i ght e r s a,r e ab l e t o

move into ran ge and attack the German fighters from above. Because of our

h  :av y f.e r s onn e l l o a s e s an d t h e l a c :  of su f f i c i en t l y   re l l - t r ai ne d r epl a c e -

men t s , ou r da y t i me f i   ;i~it e r f or c e s a r e u.n a bl  ; t o ,na i n t a i n srly d egr e e of e f -

f e c t i v en e s s i n a l eng t :  ,  c omb a t . I f t h e Ger rna n a i r d e f en s e f or c e s c on t i nu e

to operate as t: ey have in the past, there wi11 b  no chance of their mini-

mi z i ng t ii p e f f e c t i v e i e s s o f t h e 8mer i c an d ay a t t a ck s . Cor t i nu a t i on oz t h e

present s,ys
tem is ta.ntamoun

t to the delibErata destr.uc
tion of valuable

p er s onn e l a nd ma t er i e l Wi t :- ou t h ope of t an g i o l e r e s    l t s .

I'or tiiis reuson, in the interest of the over-all conduct of the Rar,

t   ie Lu f t wa f f e :nu s t f a c e t l: e f a c t t h a t i t s mc s t i mr or t a n t mi s s i on i s t h e

pr ev en t i on o f   ruer i c a n d a;y  t i me a t t a ck s on t h:a i   : i ch .   h e mo s t v i t a l nr e -
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requisite to ti:e successful accomplishment of this miesion is the rege.
in-

ing of air supremacy over t  territory of the ReicYi.

I t i s doubt ru l t h a t t Sii s g oal c s,n bc e.'t t ai ned wi t h t he f i ght er ai r -

craft models preser.
tly available, es ecially in view of the fact that Ger-

many is not in a position to rival tlie IInited atates in ti  production vf

f i ght er a i r cr a,f t .

On t;he o t h er hand , t   e Luf t waf f e do e s h av e t h e Me- 262 , a j e t f i gh t er

whi ch came t 'r_r ough i t s y i r s t r oun;i of t es t s on 24  +iay 1   4 3 wi t h f l y i ng co l -

ors and which is technically far superior to any fighter aircraft which the

 
American s have been able to produce.

Thue, the conversion of our daytime .fighter units from their present

aircraft models to the Me-262 seems urgently indicated . lhe  e-262 repre-

sants o : r only cha.nce to regain our lost air supremacy .

In preparation for su ch a conversion, •the following steps must be

t aken s

P Ia s s pr odu c t i on on t r e I 1e - 2  2 j e t f i gh t ar r u s t be s peeded up i n a l l 

av ai l ab l e f a c t or i e s .

• Tr e air defense forces must be given top pri.or
ity in the acquisition

o f per s oz  ne l a.nd mat er i e l , whi l e al l o t her f unc t i ons of t he Luf t waf f e mus t

be relegated to the background.

Courses in navigation and instrumant fl
.
ight m st be

,
introduced imme-

di at e l y i n a l l f i g•h t e r p i l ot t r a i ni ng s c ii oo l s .

The Me-262 must be equipped .rith the instruments necessary for blind

flying s.nd
for bad-weather landings.

Wi t hout wa i t i ng f or t s e conv er s i on t o I  e - 26 2 ' s , t he day t i me f i gh t er

units assi r ed to air defense activities must ma' e it their chief mission

to win back Germany 's position of air supramacy . The following steps are

prerequisites to the accomplishment of this ni sion:
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g7.
1 available daytime fighter aircraft must be concentrated within

the Reich, even if this means withdrawing them completely for a time from

e rer y o t h er f r on t .  

All fighter aircraft must be Relded into a single group under central-

ized comma .
d, for coramitment in decision-seeking aerial combat with the

enemy.

The chief objective to be considered in the commitment pf this group

must be the destruction of the  meriaan fighter forces. The problem of

turning back the Amerioan bombers from the borders of the Reich can be
  ,

dealt Rith later. Bad-westher periods, during which large-scale enemy at-

tacks need not be anticipated, should be utilized to send fighter.
forcea

into Great Britain to harrasa the flight maneuvers of the  merican attacking

' forces."  

Unfortunately, the above evaluation of the air situation Was gi.ven

no consideration at the end of February 1944, nor were any of the suggest-

  ed measures put into eifect. .

c. Sucaesses and Losses Durin  February 1944
.

During February 1944, the average total nu ber of dsytime fighter

aircraft availab .e
for employment by the T Fighter Corps was:

350 s i ng l e - eng i ne f i gh t e r a i r cr af t ,

1 00 t aPi nt eng i ne f i gh t er a i r cr a f t , and

50 night fightsr aircraft suitable for daytime employment.

The total number of daytime fighter aircraft committed by the I Fight-

er Corps during February 1944 was: 2,8
61 aircraft.

,
The total aircraft losses suffered by the I Fighter Corps d- a ring

February 1944 amounted tos 299 aircraft, or 10.3
  of the total number vf

aircraft committed.

The total number of aircraft lost by the enemy Within the area covered
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by t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s duri ng Febr uary 1944   o  t ed t o : 310 ai r cr af t

(excluding those brought do rn by a tiaircraft artillery , or 2.9
  of the

estimated total number of aircraft (10,452
} emrloyed b • the lmerican Air

Forces against the Reich . This estimated figure does not ta,ke into ac-

count the aircraft committed from bases in Italy.  

d. Remarks

From 9 thrazgh 12 February the Co nmanding General, I Fighter Corpa,

paid inspection visits to aeven of the u.nita vn der his comma.nd. The fol-

lowing is quoted fio m his inspection report to the A
.
ir Fleet Reich, as it

-  ̀ appears in the  ar Diary of the I Fighter Corps:

"The morale and military attitude oi' the flying cre a is excellent.

In those units cornmanded by superior officers, it is better than excellent.

Our daytime fighter creWS are young a.nd eager for action . The recent heavy

losses, however, are ample indication of the fact that they are ineaperien-

ced in flight technique as well a9 in tactics. I should suggest that, even

after they have been assigned to their units, their training be continued

' '
+ until they are actually needed for commitment. Intensive training Rith

FW-190's, With the conditions of actual combat closely simulated, is urgent-

ly indicated from the point of vieW of personnel economy, an.
d the eztra time

required xould more than pay for itself in the form of more experienced

crews with better developed tactical ability and of increasing effective-

ness with fewer losses.

The squadron captains, as deputies of their respective commanding

offieers, should be given continuous training in the exercise of command

authority, even to the extent of granting them greater initiative in the

, accomplishmelt of act aal missions. Personnel officcrs must be extremely

careful to select only the best-quaiified men to fill these positions ae

they become vacant. Bareaucratic one-sidedness, which gives ahief con-
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s i der at i on t o l engt h of s erv i ca i n awar di ng such appoi nt men t s and i gnor e e

taotisal ability and trainin.g, can lead only to a serious deorease in the

ef f ec t  .vene s s of our comm  d organi zat i on . .

The last-minute transfers from one airfield to another, xhich are

often necessitated by tactioal considerations or by Weather conditions,

are having a detrimental effeet on the smooth functioning of the oommand .

organization. In future, every effort should be made to allcnr eaoh unit

to take off socording to plan from its own airfield and then to aseemble

.
all the vnits at that airfield whioh ie most favorahly loeated for the

 

purposes of the undertaking pl nned. In oarrying through suah assembly

actions, care ahould be ezercized to make sure that all squadrons belong-

ing to one group be assembled at the same airfield. Provided the airfield

in question ia large enough, 3
.
t is desfrable to assemble two entire groups

there at onee.

The enemy fighter escarts are becoming larger and stronger . Som®

 
way must be faund to mset these fighter aircraft effectively, otherwise

our own fighters will be unable to get at the enemy bombers.   aonaen-

trated bloW against the enemy fighter escort forces would repres®nt a

tactical and moral succesg."

  On 23 February 1944, from 1230 until 1630, a conferenae waa ealled

at the Headquarters, 2d Fighter Division , at Stade. The eonferenoe was

 led by the Commanding General, I Fi
.g
hter Corps, and was att®nded by the

General of the Fighter Aircraft Forc®s, the commanding offieera of the

fighter divisione, and the commanderg of the fighter winga aesigned to

the I Fighter Corps. The following quotation is taken from the minutes

af the eonference, as they appear in the War Diary of the I Fighter Corps:

"Qeneral Sahmid: The enem3r obviously plans to sesure his own air
I '

supremacy as a prelude to a large-gaale invasion . The air eituation in
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the Reich is tense and seriou s. ThE damage whic:  the ene©y has inflicted

on our air armament industry is not inconsiderable. In order to meet the

threat in ierent in the eriemy daytime attacks, all available units must be

pr epar ed f or a l l - ou t c ommi t me nt . We mus t f i nd a we,y t o t ur n back t h e

er emy before he can enter t le Reich ; otherxise we may soon be faced also

with British a ttacks during the day . The tactical mistakea made durin.g

t h e l a s t f ew daf s ar e no t t h e f au l t of t he oper a t i onal uni t s , bu t of t h e

fighter division head aarters. Chief aiuong these was the failure to re-

cognize in time  merican diversionary maneuvers for Rhat they were. In

 
compliance xith the orders issued "oy tne Reichsmarschall, the commitment

of o ;r daytime fighter units will be guided by the determination to pro-

vide adequate defense for the air armament industry thr oughout all of Ger-

ma.ny at t h e s ac e t  
.©e .

Within the area assigned to the I F'ighter Corps, the follo  .ng
dis-

tribution of forces will become e fectii e i;  ediatelys

lst Fighter Divisions

7
    Z ̀ 8

3d Single- ngine Fighter Wing, including I through IY Group

26th Twin-Engine Fighter Wing

3 groups of single-seater night fighters drawn from the 300th and

302d Single-Engine Fighter i ings '

2d Fighter Divisions

llth Single-Engine Fighter Wing, including I through III Group

I I I Gr oup , 54 t h Si ngl e - En gi ne r i ght e r Wi ng

3d Fighter Division:

lst Single-Engine Fighter Ning, incl .
ding I through III Group

I Group, 300th Single-Engine righter Wing, Bonn (single-seater

night fighter aircraft .

/
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Th e i o l l o  ri n g  p e r a t i ona.l a_r ea   a r e    s :;i   -:zed :

l s t F i   ;h t e r Di v i s i on : u a : n ov er and 14:a   debur g

2d F'i g1-_t e r   i v i s   on : Ol d enbur g , I r emen ,  :.1_a Rot e : bur g

3d Fi g•h t e r Di v i s i on : Ger man - :.Jut c h bor d :r .

  t t h e s u    t_e s t i o n o f t h e Ge n e r a l o f t i. e F i g li t ;; r   i r c r af t F o r c a s , t h e

k e i c h s ma r s c h a l l h a s a   -r e e d t 113 t o n e f i
. 

h t e r r̀r o u p f m n e a c h f i   h t e r d i v i -

sion ghall b c design3ted for ccmbat af;ain st the   aerican fi _hter escort

f o r c e s . 1 h c  e n e my f i `;h i,e r s vri l l
_

b e a t     .c
h e d

 
s rr a l l   rr o u p s o f t wo o r

t i:r e e Ge r  ma n a i r c r a f t ,   l v    i n   ;• a own c r  t ;  e  il f r o m a b ov e . 'i' h e  Te - l U9 ' s

 
e rnu l o J e d f o r t h i s p u r n o s e v,ri l l u e e clu i u p e d w i t h l i 6 a t a r me.,; re a t s an d wi t h

s.u
t o :  a + i c     -m  r.

i t i o n 1 c a C  nr   ,

  is 111:311;J of ou r f i   ;l  t e r a i r c r a f t a s h o s :_;i b l e s  7ou l d u e s en t a p a g a i n s t

t h e b omb e r s a s ec on d t i rne whe n t :ne l a t l ar a r e on   l;e i r. r e t ;:r n f l i gnt . Eie r e -

t o f or , ms,n}  of our f 'i  ;h t e r s ha v e l a nd ed a t t l-  wr on;; a i r f i a l d a f t er c om-

p l e t i ng t n e i r f i r s    s c r a ..  b l e an d    y  .h e t i i  e t hey wer e l o c a t ed , i t wa s t oo

l a t e t o s en d t r em u p 2, s e c ot d t i me . Fr om now on , s   +e c i f i c a i r f i e l d s wi l l

_
b e d e s i    ia t ed a.o f i g:r.t e r a i r c r a f t f i Ll d s . Th a s e a i r f i dd s wi l l h av e su p p l i e s

oi a JUnuiii t i an ,  ;a s ol i n e , o i 1 , an d oxy g en , vrh er ca s a l l o t ae r s.i r f i e l d s wi l l

b e l i mi t ed t o   s.s o l i n e s u pF l i e s . t̂ -zu s , i fa f i   h t e  ^ a i r c_ af t s h ou l d l an d

a t a non - f i gh t e r a i r f i e l d , h e wi l l r c: f ud i mtned i   .t e l y   ld t a  e o f f f or t h e

1•re a r e s t f i ght e r a i r c r a f t i i e l d ,    r o;n w:  i ch h e    i l l b e r e; c o;i mi t t ed . "

l I . ll AY AC'i' I O1vS , 1 Fe-  r uas y t hr ou   h 1 2 14 eor u ar y 194 4 ( ex c l u di n g l e.r ge -

s c a l e Amer i c an t;.'.t a ck s  

(See Fzgur a lUl , A neX )

a . rJn e ra;  Ac t i v i t
,y

I}ur i n g t h e s ev en d ay s on wh i c r  t tl er e wer e n o l s,r g e - s c a l e a t t ac x s ,

Ameriean air aetiviiy on tl e whole was ver T slight. i ios uito reconnaiss3nce

a i r c r a f t  re r e c.l a o s t t h e on l y er:eir:y a i r c r a f t oi  s  >r v ed . A t ot a l of a ppr ox-
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imately twenty-five  aosquito aircraft carried on reconnaissa.hce activity

over 5tettin, Kiel, Hamburg, Hannover, 2.nd the Ruhr District. In addi-

tion, some twenty-four enemy aircraft were observed during the reporting

period over the coastal area along the Bay of L elgolan d and over the Dutch

coast, an.
d several low-flying aircra.

ft were reported near the West Frisian

Islands, where they presumably were laying minQs.

b . Commi t ment of Ai r c r af t b
.y

t he I  'i   h t er Cor ps

Eight single-engrine fighter aircrait were employed on g February

against I osquito reconnaissance aircraft over the Ruhr District.
 

c. Allied Losses

Could not be determined.

d. German Losses

rione .

III. DAY  CTIONS, 12 F ebz ;_ary
tnrough 19 February 1944 (egcluding large-

s c e.l e Amer i c an at t ac ks  

  (See Figure 102, Annex)  

a . Eneu: r Ac t i v i t y

Approximately one hundred enemy fighter aircraft penetrated as

lar as the Dutch coastal area. Thirty of  : .ese attacked the airiicld at

Gilze Rijen on 14 February, but without causing much damage. A total of'

ten Mosquitos  rere observed to be engaged in reconnaissance activity , the

chief objectives of w: ich we.re
Anklam, Rostock, Lubeck , Bremen, Rheine,

and  randenburg Ha.vel.

b. Commitment of Aircrait by the I r̀ighter Corps

Sixteen single-engine aircraft were employed abainst the er_emy

recorlnaissance aircraft over the western coast of the Baltic Sea, and twen-

ty du-r
ing the attack on the Gilze Rijen A

.
irfield. Thus, a total of thir-

ty-six sir gle-engine
fighter aircraft were employed by the I Fighter
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Cor ps dur i n g t  ie r e por t i n ti p er i od .

c. Allied Losses

Cou l d no t b e d e t e r r,ii n ed .

d. German Losses

  OT12 .

I Y . DqY ACTI ONS , 1 9 Feb r u a r y t }zr ou gh 1 I ia r ch 1944 ( ex c l u di ng l a r ge - s c a l e

American attacks 

( s e e r i * -u.r e 103 , Ann ex  

a . En emy- Ac t i v i t  

_ Des ite the £act that six largc-scaie a _
te.eks also fell witninp

t h i s r ep or t i n   p e r i od , o t h e r en em̀ T a i r a c t i v i t y wy s c or:t i nu ed a s u su a l ,

a lld a t ot a l of t r.i r t y i  :o s qu i t o r e c ona   s s a n c e a i r c r a =t and f or t y f i.gll t er

a i r c r e.f t wer e r e    or t ed wi t  l i n t h e a r e a c ov er ed b y t -1c: I Fi gh t e r Cor p s .

Th e c : zi e f r e conn a i s s a nc e t a r   e t s s e emed t o b e Lh e f ol l o-  i ng : t h e Od er

an d War t h e e,r ea :. e twe en LGn d s u er g  tiVar t jie a nd St e  :t i n , t h e we s t e r n c oa.s t

  of the Baltic Sea, Jutland and the Great and Little belts, t: e Ruhr Dia-

t r i c t , Ka s s e l , a r_d Fa d er b or n , an d t _ ze Rh i
.n e and : iai n r i ve r ar ea s , i n c l u -

3i n g Fr a rlk f u r t   Iaia i n ,  Yu r zbur   ,   ;a nnh a i m, a.nd if.a r l s r u  l e .

 i'h e ma j or i t y o i t h e f i gh   e r di r c r a f t wer e r ep or t ed ov er t h e Bu t ch arid

B e l
g l a tl C O   .S

t ;: .

On 23 Feb r u a zy a f or c e of a.ppr ox i ma t e l    180 f olzr - en i i n e b omb er s , a c -

c ompan i ed by azi e s c or t; o f s o ne e i   h t y Li gh t n i zl   -s , b omb a r d ed ar  narnen t s

p 'l a nt s i n St eyr , Au s t r i a . 't h e a t t ac k  ca s c a r r i e d ol  t f r om t h e g mer i c 2.n

b a s e i r  I t a 1y , an d wa s a , p ax en t l y a p ar t o f t h e ov ar - a I l kmer i c a n of f en-

 ive wzich began on 20 February .
 

b . Commi t me n t o f   i r c r a f t b y t h e I F i t ,
h t e r Co r   s

Si n c e we   r
 

~n o a i r c r 3.
f t t

,yp e s r e a l l y s _i t ed t o t h e pu r p o s e ,

n o a t t emUt  qa s ma d e t o i n t    r f Pr e wi t :   t h e I  o s qu i t o r e c onn a i s s anc e a i r c r a f t .
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te1'here is nothing in the War Diary of th® I Fighter Oorps to
,
indica 8n,y

commitment on the part of the 7th l ighter Division or the Aix Oommander

•(Ostmark
) againat the 9sneriean att ack on Steyr.

c .   l.l
i ed hos s e e '  

6ouZd not be determined.

d. German Los es

None.

Y. THE ,  III  RI C.AIt ATT1 C% OP WI hH 7Ll  s AAVEN, 3 Febr uar y 1944

(see Figare 104  lnnez  .
 

a . En Act i vi t

  t o   5 5 t h e f i r ®t aa r c r a f t of an   aer i c an f or c e cons   .s t i ng of

approximately 350 bombera, 300 single-engine fighters, and 50 hi
.g
htnings

 rere reported at a poiat about 150 kilometera weat of Den H®lder . Flying

towarde the east, they oontinued on between the ieland of Ylieland and Sat-

wi k as far sa the area north of Rheine and Groningen . Here the forae

eplit up into numerous emaller formations and moved on tv attaak  filhelms- 

haven, the ma ority of them bombarding the city by instrw nent. 3ev®ral '

aircraft had penetrated as far as gannover and Neumungter. With their

oourse towarda the  est and south rest, the 9meriean bombers departed from

the flontinent betwaen the island of Wan.geroog and Bergen, the last airoraft

crossing the coast at 1225. In Wilhelmshaven the damage to private proper-

ty as well ae to induatrial plants was considerable. The iharves  rere also

  badly hit. Egtensive fiaes broke out in the southern part af the city. 1

-   f ew bombs a l s o f e l l on Was t er s t edt , t  rent y --f i v e k i l ome t er s a or t   re s t of Ol -

tlenburg, and on Farge, near 4egeeack , approximately tRenty kilometera north-

xeat o  Bremen. At   e an antisircraft artillery battery we,e hit.

• During the aorning, between 0848 aud 0900, eleven fighter aircraft

were obaerved eiraling above the mouth of the Schelde.
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high-altitude fogs between 100 an d 200 meters;

Area covared ny the lst Fighter Division: closed cloud cover begin-

ning at 500 meters and extending as high as 2,500 rneters; stratus clouds

above 4,000 meters; south of the line Stettin-Bonn: closed cloud cover

hanging as low as 200 meters in some localities; over the target: cloud

cover with occasional gaps, beginning at 500 meters.

VS . T:  :   RI CA?J ATTACK Olti FR̀9NKF'URT  1iAI N, Q. Februar y 1944

(see Figure 105, A.nnea
 

a . En e m,y
  Ac t i v i t y

_ ec nnaissance re orted the assemblAt about 0 00, German radio r o A Y

of a large 9merican bomber force in Great Britain. At 1040 the first air-

craft began appearing over the mouth of the Schelde, and soon the entire

force, consisting of aome 500 bombers w th a strong fighter escort, was

on its way towards the southeast. Flying above the clouds, the
,
enemy

force passed over Emmerich and Liege and continued on to the Giessen and

Frankfurt Main area. On their return flight, tre bombers c  sed t'ne•

Channel coast between Bergen and Calais, the last aircraft fl5-ing out to

sea at 1410. The total s rength of the fighter escort was ar,proximately

300 single and 50 twin-engine fighter aircraft, the majority of which

had approached over the mouth of the Schelde between 1130 and 1230 to

pick up the returning bombers. Some of the fightera had come only as far

as the border of the Reich and had reversed their course over Arnheim .

The bombardment, by instrument, of Frankfurt I ain caused considerable

property dauiage in the suburbs of the city . Bonn and Bad Godesberg had

also been hit by scattered bombs.

In addition to the attack described above, the Arseriean Air Forces

carried out the foilowing actions:

At 1215 a aingle  :osquito flew over Esbjerg and on to reconnoiter
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t he i sl ands of Fiinen and Laal and a.nd t he Bay of Me ckl enbur g . At 1450

it returned home over the island of Roem.

Between 1404 and 1513, a group of five fighter aircraft flew at a

very low altitude over The Hagu e and Rotterda.m.

b . Comrr i t ment of Ai r cr a f t b
.y

t h e I Fi ght er Corp s

A cloud cover several thousand meters in thickness prohibited the

c ommi t ment of l e,r g e a i r cr af t f or mat i on s . Onl y a f ew a i r cr af t f r om t he 3d '

F'fghter Division succeeded in penetrating  he cover above the Dutch coast,

where they encountered an gmeriean bomber fcr:nation.

_
c. Allied Losses

1 a i r cr af t br ought dow:  .

d . Ger  nan Lo s s e s

None.

e . IAea t he r Condi   i on3

1O110 cloud ca;rer between 400 to 600 meters and 6,500 meters.

• f. Remarks

By rights the Frankfurt area did not belong in the air defense

zone assigned to the I Fighter Corps. Since the preparation of the air

situation picture es well as the measures taken by the air commanders in

the rrankfurt area on 4 February had proved unsatisfactory, the Commanding

General, I Fighter Corps, had been called to the Headquarters, Ai
.r

Fleet

Reich, in Berlin for a conference regarding the ways and means of ramedying

the situation. On this occasion t ie Commanding General, I Fighter Corps,

suggested to the Commander in Chief, Air Flt:et Reich, that the responsi-

bility for the preparation of air situation pictures and for the aammit- .

ment of the fighter aircraft forces engaged in air defense operationa be

placed in a single central comma.nd agency.
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VI I . T i    :  ..:  RI C  :\ h i 'T   CK OId   k luK  'URT  h'  i.nl i  , S Fcb r uar y 1944

( s e e F i    _ r e 106 ,   r n ex  

a .  
.
 n c m.y

g c t i v i t y

Be   i rLn i n     t o 9 5 6
, a f o r c e o f a r3p r o x i ma t e l y 3 0 0 r  o r, b e r s , a c c o  n-

p a n i e d ''oy a l i  Le n u.m
b e r o f f i  ;h t e r a i r c r a f t , f l e w ov e r t :  e mo u t cl s o f t h e

S c  -i e i d e a n d   o   ::  e r i v Er s a r:d mol e d v n s,c r o s s Be l g i w n an d n o r t h e r :  .
r r a r. c e

t o  ca r d s   h e s ou t h c a : t a n d e a s t a s f a r a s t h c      i t  e a.n 3 Lia i n r i v e r ar e a .

S i n c e a b c u t 1 1 0 0 ,   ::   r i c an f i t;ii t e r f o r r.a .
t i v n s :l e .

d b e en n e n e t r a t i r 6 a s f a r

a s Lu x e rr cur g a r d t l te r_ r e v e r s i n g c ou r s e , wi ii l e a t t h o s a r  e t i me o t _le r f i a h t -

•

    r   ` . ,
I n Y - '   ^ T r , ^ . , 1     ' y '   lc r ;,rr o u p J   re r e c.4    r o c.c ,li n   , r r o ln   .. 

Cr a ._n ,. _ ,     o :, ,;i i,   ti _!_c c o :  .,   b     we e n

t ? e  nou t  ,_ o f t i   e Sc h e l d e s ,n  l D    :      e , a.n
d c o i t t i    u i li     o n t o wa s• 1s t h e s o u t h -

t  a s t t U f i c lc u   t h e r e t u r i; i rlg b OIIiu   r S 3 t i:ri e 'li   r i,    .'P_ J    z' u vr .   2 t c r   o l  lb a r d -

i n g F r a h k f -ar t , t h e Arne r i c a  l b o rnb e r s h a d b e   ,Tu n t  -  e i r r    t u r n f l i s h t s t v ws.r
d s

-, ,   i 'r   . ,   r 
.

t h e x   s t a _l
d n o r t il w  s t a t 1 1 3 j .   ' 1.. ;, c   o s   d t h e Ch a.   n e l c o 3 s t a e t we t n t h e

rrtot i t  -: o f t; _i e Sc _. v l d e a n i Di  . p l3e i n b r o a d z r o n t {'o r r:  a t i on , t i t e i : s t a i r c r a f t

1    a.•J
i n   t i: e Co n t i n e n t e.

t 1 3 ; 0 . Lv e n t ii ou  ; h s i g L t Lo m     .r cime _1t wa s p o s s i b l e
•

 
on l ;  3ur i rlb o, p or t i on of t h :_ a t t a c lt , t ?it c i t ;  s    f l e r ed s e r i o _ts pr op ez•t y

da inc.  ;Q.

Ln a d : i t '_c r co t  ze o. . ti r  ck d e s c r i :  ed ab ov e , t ii e A: tc r  .c c,n Ai r ? or  „e s

c a r r i 2d ou t t h e f ol l owi n   - a c t i on s :

Otl e i :o s cl ;a t o ,  a p , . a.r e rl     l ;  o n a r ::G0 11ric,l S :iS.2i C:  :.1.5 ':, l Un , f   BYi O Tc I' L!'l e

a.r e a n o r t     o f t; a _r.b u r   . I t, s a p ;:r  J a c     c ou „   e  ua   p i c _  c u u p Il u r t li v f ?[e l   o -

l a rtd s .
t 1 1 1 2 . I t s r c t ,Ar n c o    r s e l e d i t a l o ,   ; r.o r ':h o f   h e Fr i s i a n I s l a n d s ,

    d i t s l a s t p o s i t i o n r e p or t e d , a t 1 2 1 9 , vras f o r t ;r h i l o  ne t e r s n o r t n o f t . ie

i s l a n d o i Vl i e l a n   .

3e + we  :;n 124   an d 1 255 , e i   Y  t en em   ,:,i i r c r a f  ; f l ew _ l on ; t i e ec a c t f r orl

L-'e    ;    n a s f e.r o.s Dor: ?:. l d e r .

.L   t w     n 1 ; Oq an d l j l 9 , f i v e a i r c r :  I't c   r c 7
.::

 
. ov er t Le mou t h e f t h e
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n a i ;. ...  rlc e i   _" r _o s e _•. I t   e_ a.r Led v i   . Gi l ze   :3i j e i ,:.t 144 3 •

Be t we e _i 1 b  ?L w i d 1 6 5 1 r  s i n , 
a e a i r c  ^a f t wa s r   p o r t; e d c i r c l i n   a UOVe

DE?1 _:
  u r " ..  

b . Ca  l :l i t ,, : : n t o _ k i r c r a *" t b ,,r t t  a I F i  ; h t er
_

Co r r.s "

tl 'n   f o l l ow; n   - f or c e s we r e e n p i o y   ,a ;

.it  ,'_t s f ?•oi  L-_t  2d   'i ,;]-    e r :  i v i s i on , ov er Fr   n k f u r t   lr  i n ; b ec a u s e of

'

di  ̀ '    i c  :- ; i o s en c o   nt   r ed i n s   Uo?:;ol i ng , t :  ` s e f or :r.;  t i cn s wer e unab l e t c

  : 2 r _    a .;I '    1 Tl C: Ofi .   G,
t

.

U ?1 "Lv S f r o m t }1(  j d i l   _l i
,  ' I '   1 v i   :1.

O I1 , O V C ?'  { Ob     n     . Il d  Y1 B   b   ,
d F.T:   De -

c tzu ;  e of u.ii
f  wv cr   .b l e  rea t ize r c ond i t i .  n s , on ].y s i x t y s,i r c r a f t r   i.r a ,-ed t o

c on E  .c t -.;l  e en eny .

A t o :   1 n :     er of 1 j 7 .. i n   l e   . -   t ,  i a - e il  i :ie f i    _t c r a i r :,r a f t  r  ,s

e rnp l of e c        t 'rIe I i''i   ; : t e r Co r p s .

c. hllied Locses

`  :i 0 il i ..  "  1' a i3?'       '  l   i i t t  " _
^ c. l i ' C J:'   .

f t C E '
_
'   :   l ,   l   T OU ; "    t d O t  l '_

7 ,/ -

1 a i r c i•a f t    r ob a -c 1_,y-
br o      t ci o   ii .

ci . s    r n a :  i o "s e s

  a i r c r   .i t
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?
_ a i r c r s .

f t mo r e ;,h ;  n 6 0'; o d a .. a   e a

 c ::-r s oru}e l : 1 vrou n d ed

8 :ni s s i n   i n a r t i on .

e , iVe a t l e r Cond i t i on s

  r ea c ov    r eci bv t  ,e l s i; , 2d ,   n d 3d F i   ,
= t e r Di v i s i on s : r a i n an d

h o.i 1 s t or ms ; v i s i ui l ; .t y 20U me t e r s i n ; t or ;a ;. r e a s , o t h      -wi s e v ar y i n  ; f r o ri

500 t o 1 , OGO :ne t e r s ; d aa e er of i c i n   ; ab o,r e l , OC G -ne t er s .

GJ er   h e t 2 r   e t : 8f 10 c l ou d cov er , v i t h o c c s.s i olla l   a p s ; cu mu l o-

n i mb u s c l ou d s  vi t h pea irs a s hi  rh a s 5 , 000  r e t e r s ; c l ou d cov er be gi nn i ng

•
a t 2U0 t o j 0 0 me t e r s 1T1 _̂ a i ny a z e   ,s , a t hE-:zwi. s e    t 50U t o dU0 met er s ; a d-

j c i ni n   moun t a i n a r ca env e l   ,>ed i n c l ou a s .

VI I I . T?  A!' iE1il Cl:i  A'  TACK ON BR9.Li iSC11W:  1G, 10 Feb   .le,r y 1   44

( s e ? Fi   u r e 107 , Aiu i ex 1

a . Fn en,y
Ac t i v i t

,y 

B . ;
i ru i i rz  a t 0   3 0 L:  e a s s e mb l i n   ; o r a r_ Arne ,   i c a r  b o mb e r . 

: o r c e o v e r

t h e Br i t i s :z I s l e s v  a s r   o r t e d . At l O1 G t h e a t t a c k e r s i o o k o f f - - a p p r ox i - 

a a t e l 3    CG b o n b e r s , a c c o i  g   . l
i e

  b y a n e s c o r t o f 2 0 0 s i izo l e a .n 3 5 C t wi n  

e n    i r_e f i   i _t e r a i r c r a.
f t . Cr o s s i n G t h e c c a s t o e t;we e n De n li e l d e r a n d T i e

  a   ;u e , t h e g r ou p ma v e d o n t owe,r
d s t r:e e a s t o v e r Cl o p p e riou r g , Rh e i n e , So l -

t a u , r n d 'l ii n d e n i i  t o t 11e Br a u r. s c a we i   a r e a . i h e f i b h t e r e s c o r t s p l i t i n t o

t wo   r ou p s a t t h e Ge r ma n b o r d e r , o n E    r ou p r e v c y s i n   i t s c ou r s e i n t wo

y e c t i o n s , o n e a t 1 1 0 4 a n a t  1e o t h e r a t 1 1 4    , a n d t ~Ze o t :  e r   ou p r e c  a i n i n g

wi t n t h e b o mb e r s s .s
f a r a s h' a r    o v e r a n  i Lr   .LUi s c tiwe i  ; . Af t e r  i r o p p i      ; t h e i r

b o a b s , wi t h l i mi t e w s i g :a , o n Br a un s c h we i g , a t 1 2 0 2 t   ie b a mb e r s t u r r.e d b 2 c k

t owa r d s t h e we s t . Ov e r    :h e - n e a n d   i .n c  r e n - Cl a d b a c h , t h e ,y we r e p i c h e d u p

•Uy s ev -  r a :!_
f i  , •}it e r i or ma t i an s wn.i c l-  ridd c c_  e i n ov .  r   l   e mou t :-i of t iie Sch e l -

d c a.n d ll en   e l d er t e t we en 12 20 3.nd 1 250 . Ì'n e l  .  s t u ep a r t i rr ; a i r    r a f t l e - t

t h e Con t i n en t a e t  vee  l iTa a.r l Er;:   rd *   ne mou t h oi t ?  e ,  c l: e l d e a t 1340 . :Ph e
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damage inflicted on Braunsahweig by the attack xas relatively slight.

In acidition to the attack described above, the 9merican Ai.r Forces

carried out the folloWing actiona:

Between 1116 and 1216, aeveral fighter aircraft penetrated as far  

as Miinster, approaching by Ray of The Hague.

A single reconnaissance aircraft fleW over Ringkoebing at 1329, on

over the islands of Samso and Seeland as far as Stralsund. It returned

via the Bay of Kiel and the island of Amrum at 1509.

Between 1345 and 1413, a group of twenty-five single-engine aircraft
•

penetrated into the area of The Hague and Hader ijk .

b . Commi  
me nt of Ai r cr af t by t he I Fi ght er Cor ps

The following forces Were employeds

IInits from the lst Fighter L3vision, over Braunschweig,

IInits from the 2d Fighter Division, over Soltau a.nd Hannover, and

IInita from the 3d Fighter Division, over Diepholz and Bremen.

. Despite the stbrmy weat ter, all the fighter divisions were able to

c ar ry ou t t ?  e i r a s s embl i e s e,c cor di ng t o pl an   and t he c l o s e c ombat f or ma-

 
tions were able to stage repeated attacks on the American bomber formation .

gerial combat with  merican fighter aircraft over Bremen, Braunschweig,

and Osnabriick Aas violent and resulted in heavy losses for our units.  

Due to poor bombing viaibility aad the successful attack by our fighter

units on the bomber stream, the  merican attack on Braunsehweig was robbed

of full effeativeness.  

A total number of 303 single and twin-engine fighter airoraft Was

employed by the I Fighter Corpe.

c. Allied Losses

43 bombers and 28 fighter aircraft certainly brought do rn,

5 bombers and 6 fighter aircraft probably brought doWn.

I
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 a . Gt r :;!;  ti Lo     e s ( a s o i 230G, 10 :: eo r u a r ;  )

; 0 a ,_r c r a =t t o t a -wl  t c e       'cy ed ,

_, ,1
_
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a i r c r a f t wer e r e Tcr t ed l ea v i n  ; t h e Con t i n en t a,t 1 400 . Si gh t b or  b i ng wa s

possible durin  : ost of the ati:ack on hrank-urt, and the damage to both

industrial plants an n priva .e property was vcry grcat.

I n a d d i t i on t o t h e a t   a ck on r r an k f u r t l   ia i r  , t h e Arner i c an Ai r For c e s

ca.rr
izd out the following actions:

Be t w =:er. 1   07   ld 14 j 0 a s i ng l e a i r c r a f t f l ew ov er i;h e mou t h of t he

Sch e l d e a n d on a s f az• a s t h e Ut r ech t a r e:a .

Fr om 17 00 t o 1j 10 f ou r a i r c r s,f t f l e tiv s,
l ong t ;- e c oa s t f r om Den 1 le l de r

a s f a r z s t .  e i s l a r ci of Tex e l .

- b . CorL̂:i t :n^n t ot Ai r c r ai ' t
_

b  ,- t h e I r i    t e r Cor p s

The f o l l owi n   f or c e s wer e e  l r l oy e d :, .

li n i t s f r om t h e l s t a.n d 2d r i gh t er Di v i s i on s , ov er Fr a.n.k
f ur t f il  ,i n , a nd

li n i t s f r om t i  : 3d Fi gh l;e r Di v i s i on , ov er Bonn an a Kob l en z .

'Ne a L-h er c on d i t i or. s vr` r e s o b a d t h a t our u_n i t s en c oun t er ed   r e a t d i f -

f i cu l t y i n r ea c?: i n g t } .e
i r a pr oi n t ed I >l a c e of ccT L: i t  r e ra ; s ev er a l gr ou p s

• '  ,qe r e f or c ed t o r e tu r n t o t }l e i r ba s e s . On l y s ev e   t y a i r c r a   t wer e ab l e t o

p ar :.i c i pa t e i n co:n'oa t ov er 'r o   l en z a n 1 Fr a nk f ur t .

!i t o t a l
. nu.

a ber of 1 s7 s i n g l e ;:n d t wi n - e ii ; i n e f i g}it e r a i r cr a f t s s
W

r
 
e

c o:nrai t t e3 by t h e I Fi gh t er Cor o s .

c. Allied Losses

3 bom'oers and 10 fighter aircr3ft certainly bro,.  
ht down,

1 b omb e r ar?d 1 2 f i u3i ;,er a i r c r a f t p r oba i  l   r br ou n: t d own .

d .  J e r man Lo s s e s   a s of 0 900 , 1 2 Feqz  :ax y )

12 a i r   r a f t t o t a l l y d e s t r    re d ,

5 a i r c r a f t mor e t    a.n
601o da raa b ed ,

personnel:   dead

2 wounded

lb missing in actior..
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e .  ̀ 'ea. .  Er Condi t i ons

Loosely scatterad nimbus clouds between 50G to j00 meters a.nd

2 , 0 00 t o 3 , 000 met;er s ; c l ou d c ov er da :s ned up a F;a i n s t t h e moun t a i n s .

Ov er t h e t a r ge t : c l ou d c ov er  ra r ;  i n   b e t we en  l/ 10 and 9  10 , wi t h

l a r g e   •a p s t or n b y s t r cn s s ou t h v  i n d s .

f. Remarks

On 12 I '  b r â a r y 19r    , :  a j or Be ;  e r , Co 1 .a nd i ng Of f i c e r of t h ° I V

Group, 3d Sin , e- ngina Figi ter  ling, wa   illed in action. He had brought

down a tote,l of eighty-one enemy aircraft and liad been aRarded the K.riigsts'

•
Cross of the Iron Cross.

X. T  AlY  ' I C1  :    '! TACK ON Bt  ."n
UNSC:   I C, 20 Febr u e.r y l cj   .4

(

.
 l    .'

' e Fi gur e 109 , 9rul ex )
.

a . i;n 2my   c Li v i t y

20 =  ebr u ar y ma r k ed t _  e b e   ,i n ?: i n g of t h e bn  rl 0- Amer i can l ax g e-

scaie air oifensive e.gG
inst the Reich . •

The first assemblies of  merican aircr2.
ft were reported in the IpsWi.c

h
 

an d I  or vri ch a r ea s . Th e 9  ner i c a r  of f en s i v e o per a,t i on on 20 Feb r u a r y wa s

carried out in the following phases:

g t 09 55 a gr ou p of s ome on e hur dr ed b orr  eer s   t wi n- en g i ne } f l ew ov er

the mouth of the Schelde at an altitude of 5 300 meters, z.nd a tacked ta.r-

 re t s on t l e z s l
.an

d of Sch ou •wen .   t 104 1 t h ey f l ew b a ck ou t   o s e a . As f  

as we could discern, this action he.d no particular eurpose.

 nother  T OUp, consisting of approximately 150 bor bers, was a19o re-

ported apr,roac:cing  .
t o955, its position about 120 kilometers west of Dan

fi c l d c;r an d i t s cour s e t owa.-r d s t   e n or t h ea s t . Thi s ;,r ou p cr o s s ed t h e s ou t h er n

p a r t of t h e Nor ti h Sea , r ea ch i r g t he c oa s t of J u t l an d b e t  ce en t h e i s l a r d s of

i ano and Sylt, and detouring over the 151aIlds of riinen and Seeland to at-  

t a ck t a r ge t s i n t h e Gr e i f swa l d and St r a l s w zd ar ea s .   t 131  t Pe Ar. e r i can
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b o mL•e r f o r c e c r o s s e d t '  e Ba y o f Y:i
.e

l f l y :i    ;; t owa r 3 s t L e n o r t  a we s t e.ii
d

1
_ e   t J u t l z   d i  e t  rr e e n 1:

.  ; s i.u  <<n d L s b j e r g a t• 1 5 0 j .

l̀ ' Ii E ]
.e a d e.

i r c r a f t o i t l-: e r  a i n k :ne r i c a n a t t <: c   . i ii   f o r c e a ? p e a r e d a t

1 0 5 9 s .
t a p o i r. t a n;r  r ox i :  a t e l y 2 0 C 1  i l o me t e r. s w ; s t o f =;.a t wi j x , t h e i r f l i   s t

c .  : r s e t o vc•y r d s t h c e   .s
t . l I-  i s f o r c e e o n 5 i s t e d  c f 4 5 0 ti o m'u e r s , a c c o mp s n i e d

b y a f i  ; :n t e r e s c o r t . [  r    e    c ?-c s s i r  ,   h e c o a s t 'r  e   wEe n I j mu i a e n a .ri
d  l o e :j

v :=  n iIo l l e,.l
d , f,:•i e b o mo e r s L' l :   q o n t o Br a wn s c h R    i   ,   , a.r

d e b u r   , De s s a u , an d

i la l l e , i,n e i r rlo r t h e r n f l a rLti mo v i r J  o v er Ci o .  p e i b u r r=  a ri d l  i e n bu r   , , a n d t h e

s ou t h e r r_ o i  o v =  r 1/1't.
:_' 'i3 i.C' r , c-']._'tl

:i Bi e l e f e 1d .   p   .r
t o   t   :e   i ; ;:a e r e s c o r t , w ?,  c h

_  c or  s i s t e   o   300   i :i   :1e an.
c
.

1QU t wi n- e:  ;   .zze f' i   :h  t r a , r c r a f t , l e f t t iie bom-

b er s a t 12q 5 av er t i  ith e i n e a r e a . TL   f i r s t u omb cr f or rne.t i on s t o l e wv e

t l e t n.r   e t. a r ea d cp e;r  t ed a t 1 3 35 , h e a d i nL t owar a u t }1r? we s t an d s ou t hwe s t .

P̀h e r e t ur n i r  ; h om s er s wer e p i c Ked u p by a z i ga  ;,er e s c or t ov er   .s s e l an d

 ' r a iL: i u r t l l ;  .i n , t .1a e s c or t ii av i ng f l o-rrn i n o e  ;i rl : i ii  ; a t 1 3o9 b e t we er_ t zie

mou t a of t i::: Sch e l d e a r_a 8 a l a i s . tiYi a e ,  y s ca      er ed on t :ne i _r r e t u .r n £l i   h t ,

  t  1a b c   ib  •r i o r    a t   o n s f l e w o v e r we s t e r n Ge r n a n ;  ,  io l l wn d , ax:d Be l g i u .̂   t o -

vra r d s t  . e Ch a iin e l c o a c t a il d c r o y s e d i t c e t vr -  e n De ri  +_e l l e r a :  d Lt a p l a s , t :  e

l a   t a  
.r c r a f t l e  Lv i n   ,

t li e Co n t i n e r .
t a t 1 7 4 8 . 'i'h e v o mb u.r

d r .c n t , d i r e c t Ed

c h i e f l y a t a i r c r a f t   l   .n
t s i n t   i e v i c i n i t y o f isr a un s c      re i   , Be r n b ti :r   , a .n d

Go t ti .a , r e,
d n o t b `.c n x s.r

t i c  . 
l  ;,r l ;  c c n c t r  t r a t e d , a.

1   h o a   h 3   r e a t d e a.
l o f

p r o i  e r t jr   a ma   , e ws,s c    .zs e d .

  t 1 1 4 U s z v  _: 4 1 c  i r c r a f t ,
f l   -i n      e   wt  ,:n 3 , COV wn d   , ODU me t e r s ,

c i •o s s r a t   le c   a    t  u c t vre  :r.
tio e   v a n '- 'e l "l a n d   Zd  ̀ i ic :no u t  : o f   h e   c ii c l d e ,

a n d r en e t r a,
t e d a s f a r a s t :: e R-:zl u • Zi s t r i c t b e f o r e r e v e r s i n   t '   e i r c o u r s e

a n d f l y i n g b a.c
k o v Er t ti :e iao u t rz o f t .   e S c   i e l d e . k f e w o f t ii e 3 e   .

i r c r a.
f t

i l e w o n a     f a r a s t h e t a.r g e t . a r e a an d j c i r  e d t h e b o m    r s ; s.n i  a r e r:t l y

t r e i r mi   s i o n   : .5
t o   s c e r t    i n t r e    ' f 2 c t i v e n CSS c  ` t r, .  •  ,  t t s,c

l. .

  t 1j 14 •• :r ox i :  J.t el  1 .: i x t y k 1 _>;. 
i c   .ti a i r c '-' a 1: t ti5cr e r epor t ed t h; r t y

,;,,,I-
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kilometers north of the island of Tersahelling, with course toWarda the

east . They reversed their covr se over the Bay of uelgoland and returned

towards the rvest, their last aasition reading (at 1807) being north est of

the island of Texel. Observers were unable to determine the purpose of

this flight; it is assumed that the a.ircra
ft Were engaged in a sea-rescue

misaion. •

b . Commi t ment of Ai.r cr a f t b
,y

t he I Fi ght er Cor t  s

Th e f o l l ovri ng f or c e s Wer e empl oy e d:

Against the enemy penetration flights in the north:
 

da fi hter units and some night fighter aircraft from the lsty g

Fighter Division, over Greifswald and Stralsund,

a feW night fighter aircraft from the 2d Fighter Division, over

Sehleswig-Holstein, against the ret[urning bombers.

During the main gmerican attaek :

Units from the 2d Fighter Division, over Braunschwsig and Harz,

  Unita from the   3d Fighter Divisian, over Munster.

Weather conditions precluded the assembling of our aircraft into large

closed aombat formations. 5ome of our smaller formations suceeeded in con-

tacting the enemy , and becam e involved in heavy combat with  merican fight-

er aircraft. The casualty rate xas very high.

1 total of 362 single and twi.n-eng
ine fighters and night fighters

Were employed, only 155 of which managed to participate in combat.

c. lllied Losses •

27 bombers and 8 fighter sircraft certainly brought down,

l 5 bomb er s and 6 f i ght er a i r cr af t pr ob a a l y br ought do rn .

d. German Losses (as of 1100, 21 February)

2B aircraft completely destroyed,

21 ai r cr af t mor e t han 60f damag ed
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personnel: 10 dead

.
19 wounded

34  
.ss

ing in action .

e. W eather Conditions

South of the line: southern Zuyder Zee - Tremen - Neurippen, and

n or t h of t h e l i n e s c oa s t of t h e Bay of He l g ol an d - Ne a.m
ian s t er - Gr e i f sRa l d ,

the cloud cover  as 1Of10, between 300 to 500 metera (as loW as 150 meters

in some areas) and 1,000 meters (as high as 1,500 to 1 800 meters along the

mountain range); danger of icing in the clouds; in the mountains and foot-

_ ' hills there Were li ht snowfalls• in the axea 1 in directl betReen theg   Y g Y

tWO lines indicated above, predominantly clear and   cloudless.

Over Strals•and: 10 10 cloud cover between 500 meters and 1,000 meters.

Over Braunschweig and Dessau : cloud cover varying betReen 4f10 and 10 

10 between 500 meters and 1,500 meters; high-altitude miats.
,

%I . THE AME RI CAN Ai 'T.ACK ON GEPiTi'R9 h GFRM  'VY, 21 Febr u ar y 194 4

  (see Figure 110, Annea)

a . En emy 9
.c
tivity

.
 t 1222 several hundred American bombers, accompanied by a large

fighter eacort, fle  over the Dutch coasi; between The Hague and Den Helder.

They flew toRards the east over the Zu,y
der Zee and Ha.nnover as far as the

areae of T raunschweig,  s,gdeburg, and Halberstadt. sIcre they circled,

seeking an opportunity for.sigh
t bombing. Fi

.n
ding none, they discharged

their bombs over a widely scattered area, and left the target zone at 1420.

Ov e r Os n ab r iick , a t 1 350 , t h ey t ur n ed and h ea d ed b a ck t o t r e Br i t i s h I s l e s .

A f i gh t e r a i r e r a f t f or c e , wh i ch h a d pen e t r a t ed a s f a r a s Ve ch t a a nd Osn a -

briick, orossing the coast bet reen Den Helder and Katwijk between 1325 and •

1400, picked up the retw rning bombers over Osnabruek a.nd ac ompanied them

back to their home bases. The last aircraft departed from the Contin  
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between Den Helder and the mouth of the Sphelde at 1605.

In addition to the aetion described above, the  merican Air Forces

i
carried out the following operationss

One Mosquito aireraft, apparently on a reconnaissance mission, pene-

trated as far as the Emden area. It appeared over Zandvoort at 1215, flex

on over Zwolle, gssen, and Emden, a.n
d returned the way it had oo©e at 1245.

Bet r een 1445 and 1551 a gr oup of appr oxi mat e l y f or t y f i ght er

aircraft flew over tne mouth of the Schelde and circled above Breda and

Hertogenbosch.

  t One M
.osqu

ito aircraft was obaerved on a recom iaissance miesion over

eo: thern Bavaria. It crossed the mouth of tha Somme at 1210, and fleW on

over Metz and Ulm as far as  unich and the area immediately south of  unich .

Its last reported position on the way home was over  l.
totting, at 1405.

g t 1 30 2 t wo  do s qu i t o ai r cr af t pa s s ed ov er Husum, Ki e 1 , Ro s t ock and

Neubrandenburg, apparently also on a reconnaissance miasion . It departed 

leafiring the Continent between Westerland and Eabjerg, at 1445•

  b. Commitment of  ircraft by the I Fi hter Corps

The following forces were employed:  

Units from the lat Fighter Dicision, over Brau nschv eig and Mag
 

burg,

Units from the 2d Fighter Division, over Brau.nac
hweig and Hannover, and

Uni t s f r om t h e 3d Fi ght er Di v i ai on , ov er Osnabr iick and Br emen .

how-hanging clouds and poor viaibility delayed the take-off of those

units stationed in the southern sector of the areas assigned to the 2d and

lst Fighter Divisions, and as a reault the 3d Single-  Engine Fighter

Wing and the 26th Twin-Engine Fighter Wing arrived late at their appointed

place of employment.

g total number of 282 single and twin.engine fighter airoraft xas

employed by the I Fighter Corps.
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Q. .Al l i ed
.
Los ae a • i

.

 0 bombers and 7 fight+ars aertainly brought doWn

.
' g bvmber s and 2 f i gb.t   r a pr obabl y br anght down .

d,   erman hos_aea '

,
11 airaraft totally deetro red

14 airaraft more than    rdemaged

pereonnel: 6 dead

.
g xounded

,
14 missing in aation.  ' .

.
e . Aeat her C4ndi t 3.Qna .

e of x i nds mo f r am t l  eds di s er s i ua11 i n t he f ac v'i ngQl ou p II 8 S  3 

nort h as f ar a s a 13ne f r om t he neout h of t h e We aer v i a Hambnr g t o 8t e t t i nt;

light snaWfall eonth of this lin®; cloud aover bet9reen 200 to 500 meters

.
and 1,000 to 1l 00 meters; viaibility abvve the elond oover, 50 t© 100

.
kilometera; gronad viaibility three to ten kilomQt®r ; at the time of   

,  the attaak, aentral Germany was aovered by an 3mpenetrable oloud layer, .

it  peak8 reaah3.ng as high ae 1l 00 met'rs.

%IT. 'I'  A  SI C  N ATTACK Ol  OSaHFR  LEB  N   TD BEBITBERG, 22 hebr usry 19t 

(see Figure 111,  nnez
}

,

a.  n.em 
Activit 

.
Si na® O81 Germa,n rad .o r eoonnai seance agenci es ha  . been. report -5

ing on the agse m.blinS of sn A e iaan bomber force ov®r ar.e
st Britain.

'  aki ng of f at 1010 , s ewer al smala er f ormat i ona of   .r suder s :
(appr o d.mat  e-

  t 1 ac ao ani ed b a f i ght er e s aor t , f l e. o fier Rot -l  t 100 ai r ar a  i n al } : mP 3 
,

  t er d.am ae f s r ae t  xQ ar eaa of Br edg and Ant  rer p,   rher e t hey bombar ded t he

a  .rf i t  l da at G3.l ze Bi 3en and Ti l bur g . On t h ei r r et ur n f l i ght , t hs l aat
   .
   b omber s  rer e r eport ed ov er Aa' irerp at 1102 . 
  f 3: t arTh® main f©roe, totall  g.some

 00 bombers and a great man,y gh
 

L '
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aircraft, followed at 1118, crossing the coast between Batwijk   d the mouth

of the Schelde.  oving directly towards the east, the bombers fleW on to

Braunschweig,   tagdeburg, Halle, an d Oschersleben. They bombarded aircraft

plants in Bernburg and Oschersleben, causing severe da.mage.

The bomber formations departed from the target area at 1430, neaded

towai•ds the west, and, flying in loose formation, crossed the Channel coast

betxeen Bergen and Calais. The last aircraft left the Continent at 1630.

Tho fighter escort of approximately 400 aircraft remained with the bom-

bers t roughout their approach flight, same of the escort aircraft even fol-

 
lowing into the target area. The rest of them left the bombers at 1213 over

southern 3olland and headed for home. Beginning at 1250, several formationa

of Lightnings a.ppeare
d to take up escort duty over tbe target asea. At 1302

anothQr Rave of fighter aircraft appeared bet een Ijmuiden and the mouth of

the Schelde. This xave penetrated as far as the Miinster area and there, at

1340, reversed their course. From 135c  on, additional fighter formationa,

coming in over the mouth af the Schelde and making a detour towards the south- 

east over goblenz, flew on to  f .ar
burg to pick up the returning bombers for

the flight home.

In addition to the activity noted above, the gmerican Air Forces based

i n I t a1y c ar r i ed out  drx s a an a t t a ck on t h© ai r ar mament pl an t at Reg ens bur g .

b. Commitment of Aircraft by the I Fi hter Corps

The following forces were employeds

Uni t s f r om t h e l s t Fi gh t e r Di v i s i on , ov er 1  a gdebur g ,

Units from the 2d Fighter Division, over Harz an d Kassel, and

Unita from the 3d Fighter Division, over Bielefeld and Paderborn.

Since Weather conditions Were favorable and high-altitude visibility

good, our assembly maneuvers Were carried out smoothly and xithout interfer-

ence from the enemy . llthoug'h, on the whole, the  merican fighter escort
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was a strong one, during the time from 135o f until 1415 t? e bomber forma-

tions were flying without escort. Thus our fighter aircraft! approaching

from the north, were able to make repeated attacks on the bombers and suc-

ceeded in bringing down a goodly number, wni e keeping their own losses to

. a reasonable minimum. Despite this successful interval during the over-all

action, the day
  ighter w nits of the I Fig  ter Corps were un able to prevent

the American atts.c
k on central Germany.

A total number of 332 single and twin-engine fighter aircraft was em-

ployed by  ,he I Fighter Corps.

 
There is no record available of any employ aent on the past of the 7th

Fi ght er Di v i s i on or t '_  e Ai r Con  a.nder ( Os t mar  c) aga i ns t t he 9mer i c an a t t a ck

on xegensburg.

c. Allied Losaes

55 bombers and 10 fig: ters certainly brought down

6 bombers and 3 fighters probably brought down .

d. German Lossee (as of 1200, 23 February)
 

11 aircraft totally destroyed

1 6 a i r cr af t mor e t h a.n
60 0 daraag ed

personnel: 6 dead

5 wounded

17 missing in action.

e. Weather Conditions

North of the line: Cologne - kassel - Braunschweig - Jiiterbog:

predominantly clear, scattered clouds at 1,000 meters and at 4,000 meters.

South of the line indicated above: an almost impenetrable cover of

stratus clouds, their peaks reaching as high as 1,500 a.n
d 2,000 meters;

  hi
.g
h-altitude visibility good; high-altitude winds from 60-70

0
, velocity

80 kilorneters per hour .
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Over the target arca: scattered clouds.
 

f . Pe r  a r k s

On 22 F Gbr u ar y 19 44 , Ca p t a i n Tr a t t , Co:mnan c  i n g Cf f i c e r o f t h e I I

Gr ou p , 2b t;   Twi
.n - Fn ; 

i r e Fi   ; _i,er ' Yi n  , wa s k i l 7eci i a a.c t i on . Fie h a d br ou   h t

dov  r_ a t c t rwl o  ' t h i r t y - e l gn t en em;  a i r c r e.f t , a r:d r.a d o e en awar d ed t h e Iin i gh t s '

Cr o s s of t ;le I r on Cr o   s .

KLI I . Ti  ;   ''  .  I C  ÌT a R 'I'  C i a Ui    Ch '   'I Pii ''  Rì' , GÒL'1 A, RG51 0CK, GN  ;S.  N, an d ST  ;Yit ,

24 ; ' :;t i-uazy 1944

( s e e r i   ,wr e 11 2 , Aru ex  

  - The fourth day after the beginning of the  nglo-American air affen-

s i v e mar k e d i t s p e cik . h c c or d i n   t o GLr m  i 9ou.r c e s , L   e   e r i c a,n
  i r For c e s

c onrai t t ed a t ot wl o f y6 0 bomb er s an d 6 d0 =i  ;? t er e,i r c r a i 't on t : iat d ay ( 24

F a'or u a r   }
.

l , 3 6 0 o f t h e s e o.
i r c r s .

i t a   p e a r e d i n    
.e a r e a c ov e r e d b r Lll e I F i   n t e r

Co r p s , v  h e r e t h e ;  w    r e ine t b y a t;o t a l o f 3 3b v c r ma rl o,
i r c r a f t . i i   e l a t t e r

f i g u r e i n c i u d e s S E; COIl d s c r t i e s  uy b o t    _ d a z t i .  e a n d n i   ;ii t f i   h t e r a i r c r j f t .
 

a . En e u y Ac t i v i t y

kmer i c aal a i r a c t i v i t  ,• on 24 I 'eu r ua r f -rrs.s c c.r r i e d ou t i r. t tii e f o l l ow-

i n g s t a ge s :

1 . d t t a c : s b;      Ir  r a ,: de r b ornb er s   n Ger ms.n n i    h t f i g llt e r a i r -

f i e l d s i n lio l l a nd :

T'n  . f   r s i:• a t t   .c
k vra s c a.r r i e d ou t -  y a , o r c i; o f 3  op r c .{i

.; ia t e l y

s i x t y a i r c r a f t o n t sl e e.i r f i e l l a t Gi l z e Ri j e n  e e t we e r  Og 4 3 a n d 1 0 5 6
. T a e

course of t zeir o.ppr
oach and return fli6hts led over the mouth of the Schelde .

Ti  e s e con d a t t a ck , a l s u by a f or c e of ab ou t s i x t y a i r c r :a.f t , wa s d i r a c t ed

against the airfield at Hoelan a,nd lasted from o957 until 105 . Ta.e
inJaders

   a pi;r oo.cn ed t h e i r t a r   e t f r em Th e   .a  ; u e , a tl d d epa r t ed -  i a   is t e r d am.

The third attack, a ain by a group of soma sixty aircraft, was on the
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airfield at Leeuwarden. 9pproaching over Den IIelder, the  iarauders bom-

barded the airfield between o957 and 1048, and returned to their home bases

via the island of Vlieland. .

In all three instances, the Marauders were protected by  merican fight-

er escorts. The invaders flew at an altitude of 3,500 to 3,800 meters.

2. Diversionary attack by about 200 bombers on air armament xorks

at Rostock and Gnesen:

At 1016, the .
 merican bomber formations were reported some 120

kilometers west of the ialand of Teael, with courae towards the northeast.

`
Their continued flight across the southern part of the North Sea could also

be followed by our radar equipment. After crossing the coast between Es-

bjerg and Husum, the bombers turned  towarda the southeast and divided into

two groups. The first of theae flew on over the Bay of Kiel into the 8os- 

tock and Stralsund area, an d the second over the fiaff of Stettin, Stargard,

and Schneidemiihl to Gneaen. The following targets Rere isdmbardeds

aircraft plants in Bostack- arienehe
(beginning at 1240), by

•

a fores of 120 bombers, and

  the aircraft plant at Gnesen (beginning at 1404), by a force

of approgimately eighty bomberg.

After disoharging their bomb-loads, the American invadere started their

return flight toWards the northwest, crossing the weatern portion of the

Baltic Sea, and the coast of Jutland betr een Esbjerg and the island of 3ylt

between 1441 and 1633•

The damage in Rostock and Gnesen was relatively slight.

3. The main attack , carried out by a force of 400 bombers

(with a fighter escort of 600 sircraft) on industrial installations in Gotha

and SGhweinfurts •

At 1109 the main force took off from bases in Great Britain..
i
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Cr os  . i
.tlg t h e c o s.s t b e t we en t h e• i s l e.nd o £ Tex e l an d Th e lla g ue , t h ey  pu s h ed on

t ovra r d s t h e s ou t h e a s t an d s ou t _h ov er  rli;n s t e r   d i  h e i n e a s f a r a s 'ÌTor d 'n au s en ,

Er f u r t , Schwe i n f u r t , an 3 Ka s ::;e l . Si n c e t     : we e.t h er we.s c l ea r a nd hi gh - a l t i t u d e

visibility exce?1ent, the bombers were able to attack their  sg ts,rgets in

Go t h u an d Schwe i n f ur t wi t :  g r ea t p r e c i s i •cn , an d c aa s ed a gr ea t d e a l of d ama  ;e .

Th e f i r s z a i r c r a f t d ep a r t ed f r om t h e t a r g e t a r e a a t 1 330 , f i y i ng ov er Wiir z -

bu r g , Dar ms t a.dt , Col ogn e , an d Gi e s s en , a n d c    o s s i ng ;,h e Ch anr.e l c oa s t b e t Ween

t h e tr:ou t h o f t h e Sc he l d e a.nd Be r ck s .   . ì h e l a.s t b omb er s l e f t t h e c oa s t b e -
first

h i nd t : 1em a t 1530 . Th e f i aa   gr oup s mal: i n g u p t r e
  f i gh t e r e s c or t l e f t t h e

•
bombers as follows a,nd returned home:

a t 1 21b , n or t tivre s t of   :e   r  e l ,

s .t 1 2 33 , ov er Ititep 7 en , an d Os n a sr uck , a nd

at 1250, south of ja.nnover.

Sev er a l f i gr t e r f or ma t i on s ,  rhi ch h a d f l own i n ov er t iie c oa s t be t ween

t h e mou t  z of t h e S  'rLe l d e ar d Dun k i r k b e t •  e en 1 316 ar.d 1  4 0 , p i ck ed u p t iie r e -

t u r n i n g b omb er s ov er Iu:a i n z , Gi e s s en , Co l ogn e s.nd Li e  ;e . I n t rie t a r g e t a r e as
i t s e l f , t h e bomber s  ce .r e pr ot e c t ed by f or :na   i on s of Li gi  t r i n g a i r cr a f t .

4 . ;  e c ondar y a t t a ck s on a i r a r mame  t s vror k s i n St eyr an d Li n z f r om

the Iimerican bases in Italy:

Seconda.. y attacks were carried out by a total of 160 bombers an d

80 Lightning fighters. 9t 1123 the invaders  iere  ,:ported over Split, headed

towards the north . They flew on over Zara and into the Salzburg .g.n
d Linz areas.

Th e i r r e t u r n f l i ght , f  ol l owi il  , t h e s ame c our s e a s wa ::  u s ed du r i n g t h e a  ?r oa ch

f l i ght   b egan a t 1 32 5 . Th e ci •a iaag e ca u s ed b   t h e a t t ac k s wa s f a i r l y s er i ou s .

5. In addition to the above, the icllow ing air actions w ere noted :

  e t we e n OB2 9 a .  d 0 8 3 2 a s i n g l e s .
i r c r a f t wa s r e p o r t e d f l y i n g o u e r

I
the riatw ijk area .

.
 t 1052 a si: gle Lightning flew over I ergen on its way via Zwo11e and
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Hordhorn to the Osnabriick area. The airplane, presumably on a weather re-  

connaiesanae mission, turned back tow  ds the west at 1125.

Approaching at 1043 over Ostende, Brussels, and St. Yith, a single

b osquito reconnoitered the Mainz area and flew back towards the west. Its

fllght course was lost over Darmetadt at 1141.

1t 1127 a single Lightning reeo3 naissance airaraft f1eW over the island

of Teael on its way to the Oldenburg area. Departing at 1216, it returned

over the island of Schiermonnikoog.

  Be t we en 1 1 36 and 1 318 a gr oup of t hr e e f i ght er a i r cr af t pene t rs t e d as

  far as the Huisburg and D'usaeldorf area. Their approe.ch course led over

Westerschelde and Eindhoven , a,nd their return course over D znkirk .

Approaohing from the island of Terschelling at 1145, a single sircraft

pushed on to reoonnoiter the Bremen area. It departed at 1217.

At 1540 a reconnaissanae airaraft flew over the i land of Goeree and on

to Dortreoht, where it was lost to observers.

The Lake Conatance area was reaonnoitered by American airaraft which
 

had f l own i n ov er Me t z a n.d St r a s t ts bur g a abou 13 20 . Th e ai r ar af t depar t ed

via IIlm at 1427.

Bstween 1542 and 1654 a group of fifteen Thunderbolt fighter aircraft

penetrated into the Eindhoven arsa. They had appreached over the island of

Walcheren, and returned over Apeldoorn and Hoek va,n Holland.

b. Commitment of Aircraftb y the I Fighter Corus

The following foroes were employeds

During the attack on Rostmok and Onesen:

Unita from the lst Fighter Division, over Hostock ,

Several formations from the 2d Fighter Diviaion, over the Bay of

 
Lub e ck , and

Ni ght f i ght er f orma t 3.ons f r om t he l s t and 2d Fi ght er Di v i gi one , ov ec
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. ,. Jutland, Greifs sld, and Stettin.
  .

`i

Dur i ng t h e mai n   ner i c an a t t a ak s ,,   

26th TWin-Engi.ne Fighter Wing from the 2d Fighter Diviaion, over

Halberatadt and Gotha, and   .

Units from the 3d Fighter Divieion, over Paderborn and B'8sse1.
, .

A11 of our day fighter units  rere able to carry out their aombat assem-

bly maneuvere sucaessfully . Some fighter formationa euaceeded in finding

a nd a t t acki ng Amer i c an boraber f orme.t i ons Wh i ch wer e f l y i n   wi t hout f i   i t er

escort, over Holzmi.n
den and Gattingen. The ma ority of our aingle and t- rin-

I

I
  engine fighter siroraft eaperienced at least some oombat trith lmerioan fight-

, er aircraft. It 9hould be emphasized that all of our daytime f3
.g
hter arews,  

despite the mental and physical strain cauaed by their almost eteady aommit- .

ment since the start of the  meriaan air offensive, fought stubbornly and

courageously in the face of overahelming American numerical enperiority.
was  

A]
.
t hough t he 3

.r r e cor d of en emy ai r cr a f t de s t r oy e d  i z wor t hy of admi r a t i on ,

. they Were unable to prevent the American attack from attaining its full ef- ,  •
tfec iveness.

.A t ot a,l number of 3 36 s i ngl e and t Wi n- eng i n.e f i ght er s and ni ght f i ght er

airaraft was committed by the I Fighter Corps.

There is no recard in the War Diar3r, I Fighter Corps, of any commit-

ment on the part of the 7th Fighter Division or the Air Commander EOstmsrk)

agaiast the American attaoks on  3teyr and Linz. •

c. Allied Losses

 
52 bombere and 7 fighters oertainly brought down ,

 
1 bomber and 1 fighter probably brought do rn.

d. German Losses '

2b sircraft totally deatroyed,

12 a i r ar af t mor e t han 60  ' dama ge d

_ ,
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personnel: 3 dead

9 wounded

27 missinb in action .

e . '  lea t i er Condi t i ons

Cloudless.
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Ni ght Fi giit er Ai r c r a.f
t At t a ck i n a Da;  Ac t i on ov er 

Stettin ,

' 24 February 1944

-
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XTV. AT i pl CAlv A- I ACKS ON ki;GSBURG, Kr;G  IvSLURG, and FLJRTi3, 25 I 'ebr ua r y

1944

(see Figure 113, Annex 

  .   n  ,;, A  t w  tY

3eginr:ing at 090C, reports wcre received regarding the assem-

b l i :    o i An er i c a n f or ma t i on s ov er t h e   r i t i s h I s l e s .  Ti t h a l l t 'r  e pa r t i -

c i ti a t i n b f or ;  a t i on s a   pax er_t l y t a l: i ng of f a t t a e s    e t i me , t h e: ;i t t a ck

two
f or c e s p l i t i n t o   gr ou   s a s f o l l :  v̀s :

At 1 109 t r:e f i r s t s.yr c r a f t of a b or  b er f or c e c cn s i s t i n g of ap pr ox i -
•

m t 1 200 aircra.ft were re-corted some 100 kilometers northwest of thea e y _

island of Vlieland, with course towards the northeast.

The second group, con:,isting of 500 bombers, ar peared at 1110 over

Di e   p e ar,ci t h e mou t h of , n e Sonli-  e , vri t : : c ou :•s e t owar d s t h e ea s t s ou t h ea s t .

9t approximatel;  the same time, at 1110, a group of 200 bomoers, ac-

c ompa.n i ed by 8 0 Li gh t n i ng f i gh t er s , ws.s r ep or t ed ov er h7 a s enf ur t , wi t h

i c ou r s e t o ra r d s t ?  n or t h . l̀'h i s gr oup c a me f r om t h e Ame r i ca.n b a s e i n

Italy.

At 1220 it wa.s realized that the  roup moving acrosa the southern

x;a r t of t;h e Nor t h Se a wa s Pnga g ed i u a d i v er s i on ar y man eu v er . Wh i l e

sti11 ovpr water, approxiniately seventy kiiometcrs west of the island of

SJ l t a r:d -i;s b j e r g , t;h e Amer i c an b omb er s r ev er s ed t he i r c ou r s e a r:d h e a d ed

 oaek to Great Britain . Altnaugn it was Sirst a::vumed that their mission

was to mine the waters off the western coast of J atland, this seems im-

pr ob ab l e . On  ,h e i r f l i gh t t owa r d s t : e we s t , t he r e t ur n i nG b omber s wer e

r e   or t ed l U0 k i l ome t c,r s n or t h of t b e i s l a ,  d o f   1' er s ch e l l i n g a t 1346 .

In the meantime t: e second group nad crossed northern rra.nce and

t h e Rh i n e Ri v er ( b e t we en hZa r iL:e i m a nd Kar l s r uh e   an d h ad l al:.rLCh ed t h e i r

a t t a ck or. t h e a i r c r a f t f a c t or i e s i n Au g s bu r g , i ec en s  o .u •g , an d F' iir t h . At

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

   
' 119

1350 the American bombers departed from southern GermBr t and hesded for

the coast, some of them via Darmstadt and A
.
ia la Chapelle, and the reat

v i a Sax l s r uhe , Saarbr ia.cken , and St r as s bur g . They cr o s s ed t he c oa s t bet   re en

the mouth of the Schelde and Di®ppe. The bomber operation was supported

by a force of some 500 fighter airoraft, as followss

lt 1215 several Zightning formations approached between the mouth of

the Schelde and Bruges and f1eR on over Soblenz and Darmata,d
t to  oin the

.
bombera over Mannheim and Ansbach.

At 1235 a single fighter formation flew oPer the mouth of the 3chelde
 

and oontinued toxards the southeast as far as Bad Kreuznach . Here the air-

craft reversed their course and return®d, arossing the eoast between Ealais

and the mouth of the Schelde. The bomber a3rcraft were picked up by an
,

escort of approgi.ma
tely 100 fighters over goblenz and Traben-Trarbaeh at

1445• These fighters had come in over the mouth of the 5chelde and Brussels

beginning at 1405.

The third of the groups mentioned e,bove, the one from Italy, approached•
•

German,y over Linz,  uatria, and attad aed the Mesaer.ahmitt  orka at Rcgens-

burg at 1300.

All the airaraft factories attacked on 25 February auffered heavy

damages.

In addition to the above, the .
A nerican Air Forces carried out the fol-

lo ing 'actions:

Between 0815 and 0824, tRO -Spitfirea were reported flying at about

2,6Q0 meters above the ieland of Walcheren.

From 0846 to 0917, tWO ai.rcra
ft  rere observed circling over the mouth

of the Schelde.

gt 0944 a single aircraft flew over the island of Goeree and on ovsr
 

9msterdam and Utrecht as far as Arnheim.  t 1039 it seturned towards the
 
I

   

 
    ' '
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west over Sa.
twijk.

gpproaching at o945 over Bruges and Antwerp, a single aircraft

reconnoitered the Maastricht area, an d flew back at 1012 over Brussels.

Between 1005 and 1038 several fighter aircraft, approaching from

the mouth of the Schelde, pe: etrated as far as Venlo, Hamm , Ais la Cha-

pelle, and Liege.  'hey returned towards the west, passing between Rot-

,
terdam an d Bruges, the last aircrs,

ft leaving the Continent at 1113.

The Adiinster and Paderborn a  eas were the object of a raconnaissance

f l i gh t by a s i ng l e 1 :o s qui t o a i r cr a f t . I t appear e d a t 11 1 5 ov er Ka,t wi j k ,

'  0 n abr iack
an d flew on over Arnheim ; its return flight course was ovar s ,

Zwolle, a.nd
the Zuyder Zee, at which point it 1e t the Cor tinent at

1223.
 

Ap raaching at 1113 over the mouth of the Schelde, a single  Ios-

qu i t o a i r cr af t f l ew on ov er Vo l ke l a s f ar a s Dui sbl. r g and Her ne , appar -

ently engaged on a reconn.a
issance r ission . It returned to the west,

• flying over Brussels and Ghent at approximately 1217.

Between 1809 and 1812 a single aircraft wes observed circling

over K .
twijk and Hoek van Holland.

During the time from 1510 to 153g, one Mosquito aircraft flew from •
.

   ['uhlhausen to Switzerland, crossing Friedrichshafen s.nd
St. Gallen .

b . Co  nrni t ment o_  Ai .r cr af t by t be I Fi ght er Cor ps

In expectation of a large-scale attack on targets in northern

Germany, the day fighter units of the lst and 2d Fighter Divisions were

placed on alert status but not ser t up . l hus the  merican diversionary

ma.neuver over the North Sea may be reckoaed a success.

The following u.n
its ware employed during the attack on Augsburg:

Uni t a f r orr. t he 3d Fi ght er Di v i s i on , ov er l :a i nz and i  ann l e i m.

The fi6hters from the 3d Fighter Division were sent up just zn time

I
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t o c a t ch t h e l a s t of  -ii e Amer i c   i b o nu  ;r s on t l.e i r a pr r  oa ch f l i   h t ov er

t h e Kar.
l s r u 'r e a r e a . A1 Li ou gh t h e or i  :i n u l p l a n c a l l ed  'or a s e c on d s or -

t i e f or t h e s e f i   h t e r a i
.r c r   .i t a s s oon a s t h: y :    .3 r e f u e l ed , t;hi s u l an

was not carried out.
•

All thin .s considered, 25 Fe ruary must bt  chalked u.p as a failure

f or t h  : I Fi t:h t c r Cor p s .

A t o t a l o f' 100 s i ng l e - eng i r.e f i gi  t e r s.i r cr a i t wer e e i?ipl oy ed .

Th er e i s n o r e c or d i n t lie Y  a r Di  3.r     o i t i e I Fi bl t e r Cor p s of an y

c ow   i t m?n t on t h e _ a r t of t h e 7 t h   i a r' i  ;h t e r a i v i s i on or of t h e A  r

•
Corr  :,a r_d er ( Os t mar k   i n c on ne c t i ou wi t l  t :  e  '  ?    r.

i c a11 a.  t a ck on a i r c r a f t

vror l: s l oca t ed i n s olLt h er .   Ger  La r  .

c . Al l i ed "Lo s :;e s

6 b o n o e r s c e r t  i i n l J b r a a g h t ci o x n ,

; b o nzo e r s p r o  oar  y    c r o u    n t 3 own .

d . Ger i3 n Lo s s e s ( a s of 1 200 , 26 _  eb r    a r y 1y44 )

j f i    :   t e r ci r c r a - t t o t a 113• d e s t r oy ed ,
_

7
.

f i   _it  :r a i i•c r o,i t  nor e t ha n bC '% d a  na  ; ed ,

p e r s o ul e l : 2 •xc,k..nd ed

5 nissing in action.

e . r̀l e a i h e .r
Con di t i u:  s

Clau3less.

XV. 1  IL r    R1 C1L`  L'  ''::n Ck: Oi    "   uiVaC:PN  :1 G, 29 I   r -or ua r y 194 4

 see Fi ;are 114, Annex 

  .   ,n e c  .y
Ac t i v i t y

By 0800 Germs,n ra,dio reconnaissa.nee
had picked up the assem-

b l i n ;  of an Anier i c wn a t t a.c l<i n g r or c e ov e r Gr ea t Br i t  ti i n . Be   i n_  i ng a t

  094 0 , t l  e f i r s + b o_nb er    or ,  a t i on s c r o .  e ea t lie L̀ _i
t :,}i c o a s t b ot   re en Ben

L e l d e7• an d t i; F r,ic   t l-  c f t    e Sch c l d e .   'h e b o ab Er s , <  c c o;nna iu ed 'o-   a
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fighter escort, xere headed toxards the east. They flew on over 01den-

burg, Verden, Hameln, and Munster to the Bra nschweig area. Sight bom-

bardment Was impossible, and the attack, carried out by
,
some 200 bombers,

resulted in comparatively slight damage. At 1100 a x art of the fighter

escort had broken aWay from the bombers, over Osnabriick, and returned

t oRar ds t h e we st . Th e ma j or i t y of t h e f i gh t e r s r emai ned ari t h t he bomb er

force as far as Celle and Luneburg. At 1115 the first bombers began

leaving the target area. Eye-and-ear observation stations reported that

motor noise etopped at 1311 in the area betWee  The Hague and the island

 

Tersehellin . Between 1100 and 1205 fighter e9corts had floxn in overof g

Den Helder a3d Katwijk, and picked up the returning bombers over the Yin-

den area. The "Big Week" of the  merican offensive during February 1944

was concluded by a penetration flight by a group of some thirty fighter

aircraft. Betxeen 1229 and 1322, they appesred over t1B mouth of the  

Schelde, ae u sual, and fleR on as far as the Gilze Rijen area. '

• b . Comrui t men t of Ai r cr af t by t he I Fi ght e_r
Cor us

Due to an envelaping fog, xhich covered the entire area assigned

t o t h e I Fi gh t e r Cor ps , no a i r c i•a f t wer e c ovuni t t e d on 29 Febr uax y .

c. A11ied Lossea

  Could not be determined.

d. German Lossea

None.
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