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Pr . i . a •
i  M+Mi +bi # t # +  # #  Ml t i * *  RM Mi  M  # i * * r i  M# i * i i * i * i # M# i  Mr N   * * * t i # iMi i M* ,Mr i Mi i * * * •

1 . Oa a oc . a n t • f t b  cha i a . f c . mnea d . f t h . li . r n s Lu f t wa f f . i a Ws r l d

Wa r I I t h . S t w  jr 5 t e 11 i s . n ti di wi d. d i a t • t we ti s s k r :
    / y .     .   w r . -  w    

  3'i  . I i r Wa r i a t h• O es t u and
r   r w           .   r         r r     r r .  . ..           r

pT'he Hs 1M J11! Dsf sah (a'LY)  '
r       r   .   y .   - M   a   -     .  .     -   r . .     1 y   Y

2. Tlr  pr.aur.m.at and ezt.nt ef th. requir.d s.urce s terial d. n.t

p. r ad,t t h. p r spnr a t i an at t h. St ud  9 t o 11 i a t h. f er a • f a chr ea.   s -

6i ea1 hi s t . r i aal pr a w ti a t i . a . Th. ou t h®r . ar uad. r t lu a sc a ssi t P . f ea -
  t i c i p a t i s i a h i s rr. r k t h. s p e r i . do f . r wh i ah a+d. qu a t • s s u r c •   t . r i a l

wa e ar a i l a hl • i n t i mr . Fe r *.h i . raas . a , t h • h i s t . r i c al p r e . en t a t i s a ef

t h . a i r ep . r a t i on . wi t h i n t h. l r a r w. r k • f t h e h. . . a i r d,. f ea s . dur i a W

t k . p . r i   d f r . o 15 8r p t . al . r 194 3 t . D-D  ( 6 J wa. 1944 ) wa a cs pl . t   d

fir.t. It oentaia. th. i.1l.wiaW thr.• teluaa with thr.• suppl. +.atss

I Vs h ur
_ ._._.. .   ..

  i r 1la r f ar . e4. r Lh. H. i oh   . T. r r i t s r   ti   Day as d ti P 8i 6h t f r .  
  .     . . r + w . . .. - w - ..   .    .   -     w   A . .       .    . . ..   _ . . .. w     ,   r  .   . .     .   . .  .   - w +   + r   . .    

15 9sp t esti es 1943 t . 31 D. c.   . r 1943
•

            . . w . r . . . . -   .     . r   . . .   . .. .           . ..   _ . .r .  r y   r -   .   . 

I I Y. h w
..., ._..   .,._

Th. 3 a t t 1• f . r t h. I  i r Sup r . a aay • . . r t h . B . i oh   s T. r r i t . r   r f r s a
    M A   .   1 r M M A   1  .   A I A M A A A r Y .   M   A .  b/ h A   A A - N   A N A A   . .. .   y .   A A .   r r   -   . .   A   A

1 Jaatiary 1944 t• 31 Yaruy 1944

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -- - - - - - - - - .... ..  

III Y.ltiar
__,     __..  ...

• i r s a t t l . s • s r t he Ss i c h   s T. r r i t e r  r i n D. f . n o• of t L,e Yi t . l
  .   -   y   + w   .     -   r r - r     -     .       - . .   . .   y r - r     r   .     M       -     A               r -   w +

B. . . ur s . . • f t he ( . r . 4a Lu f t wa f f e f re a 1 j p r i
_
1 19 44 t • D- I y r ( 6

.           A   .       r   A A   A A . r     -   - N - A - r A - A - A /     .   w r y - /             A   A ti   A A A

J mt  1944 )
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hiatorical
1 ori t i cal osaQari sca • f t hs wl l i . d and t hs G. r +anvpra . at at i . a  f t h.

•voat. of th. air .arfar. durin  tha poriod s•l.ot.d will ti• si..n lat.r.

3. Ia thi• third v.lnm. •! tho 8tn jr 9 to 13 ttu air .p.rati.as !i

tlu fraasw.rk •! th. hs . air d.fsasc ar• pr.osat.d •triatly ca tho tiasis
t h.

• ! (L r maa lou   l .   . . 8• i ar u ''r. qui r. d . eura•  ae.t . ri al was at ai l al l . , d. -

t ai l . d dat • aa t hs . apl aymcat • f t h.   rar a aat i ai raraf t . rt i l l . rt as d t h.

. Pf . . t s . f t h. ti . rti i ad al t as lcs ws r. i aol ud. d i a t h. p res . e t s t i ca t . a . Shi o ,

Iu R. rc r , di . t c rt a sa ot hor ri sa al . ar pi ctur. . Th. s • dat a , k. w. . ar , sar . . t M

f . rnat i . a . ! aa i d. a .   t lu di r. c t ouecoa s s i a • . aaaot i ca w3t h t he . a. aa pr

• i t h. ( orar a aut i s i rc raf t ar t i l l . r  i a addi t i . a t • ! t s i adi r. ct d. t . rri r 
  .Z

. t f . e t as rh l l as K t lu • zt . nt  ' t h. 3aaa  s Saf l i c t od s poa ps r  osaal aa d   r -

t.rial tiy ti.abiad attack..

Ths skotaha p.rtaiai  t. th. third ro lna. ar. coat.laod in   Suppl.-

aas t I I I .

4 . 9 . ure • )[at . r i al f . r t h. I I I 9 . l um.
r .   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  -___.--  - - __  ..-

Th. war di ary • f t ho I Fi   t r C. rp•   as us. d as t l . ao3n ti as i s ! . r t h. pr. -

ssatati.n •t th. .r.nts. It is s! docur atary .ah t . C.aplsmq tary data  .rs
r.asinia •

t ak. a f r . a t L.     d# pap. r s • f t h. f . ros r Braa . h • t i[i l i t a ry Sc i . n¢• . ! t hs

Zuf t wai i .   hi ah a r • t • b• r.   e rd. d a s • . m3- of f i c i al .   a

s.ure.
Th. . nl y   St s ! or t h. p ro s. at a t i . a • t t h. p . r i . d i r. a 21 l s   r t • 6

Juac 1944 wa. thc doaum .atary aatorial l.lt tiy th. f.ra.r Draaah .t Yilitar

ry Sa i .  rs • s f t lu Lvtt ` wa t t s . Th. rc t at o , t hc s Ju t ahs s l a Suqp l c . ca t I I I

r.   ardi ai t hi s p . r i .   • f t i r ar • :   i ti a. apl . t • a  . t t . r a 6raghi c pro s aa-

tatioa •t th. air rp.ratioas .nly.
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I nd 3wi dva l o. np l . a  . a t a r y r . . a r k • w+r • 'ba s s d on p r i va t • a . t s s t s k s a

til a t.rr.r ci*il a3r d.tsns •!t̀icisl.

1 t.w •th.r c.nress Pr.a   ah apssitis data w.r. tah.n ars •.pa i.ll 

qn. t . d i a t lrr t + z t .

Cr i t i e a l • . a . . a t s whi oh a r . s . a  t s i s ! i a t h. r   t h 1T r s wi s ws r . p r . -

s.nt th. wi.ws •t th.   th.r. Ia prsparias th.  th. .piai.as •t th. t.iloR3as

  . n t l . r 4 ws r . a . a . i d . r . d s

O. a . r al oe  . r ( r . t . ) wal t . r Gr ahanan , t h. t . r . . r C. a oaa di a s (i. n• r a1

.t th• 3rd pi  t.r DiTisisa,

Ob. r r t ( r . t . ) Ov. a t Y ar 8adn . oh , t h. f . r . . r C. a  uaadi ,  Cft i s . r . t

t   bt h Ni   ht   'i   t . r lli ai .

- Th• foll.w! tsrial wa. a.t ss sid.rsisai  
    s .   A M A M     M     M M r       -   N   A   - A              

Rfps s t • wr i t t . a t r . : s . a . r   aa d dat a i r .   bs l l . t r i s t i a war t i s aa d p s st - wa r

lit.ratnrs. .

8 . Ow r al l h ral ti a t i . n . t t lu I I I Y. I ns . . P t h. 8 t n  9 t • 11
-   . r   . y   N   .  Y .   .   N           -     -     . . A .   I   . y A   - . . . . . Y N         1     r   .               r   r  

Th. prs cnta ti a ef th. caura .t sv.ats .t thc air warf4rc ia ths

t h i r d . . l n m. i . ti a s d . a  .a t s r l a l • f t lu a i r f . r as a. a maa a • t a . di na l s ws l .
•

C. a 1 a t r . p . r t • s t i l yi   uni t s w. r . a e t a . a i l a ti l s . Owi a  t . t h s • z -

tra.rdisar  esaditi.a. at tlrs sad •! thc wnr it will hardly ti• psssibl• t•

prscur. d.cua.atar r awt.rial •t th. sp.rati.nal units r.lati.d t. th. e.urs.

• ! c. a l a t i a t he a i r . Out • t t hi s r a ul t • a c. ns i d. r ati l • d. f i ci . aey t . r hi s t r

r i . t r ap lyr. al l t h. o. r . s • a s r spor t s suti   . c t i r a].T Pr spa  r. d t r . a . s  . r y • t i adi -

dnals ar. .f liait.d .aln. s 1T.

Th. • t a t s a . nt s rad. i n Y. l  ea r I I I • t t h . 8 tu d,jr 9 t • 11 wi l l e . . .

_ 
cl a . t • t h. hi st . r i   t r at h,
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B. d. rc3l ns t he p eri . d Yr. a 21   jr t • 6 Jna• 1944 t lu pre s. nt at i . a  i s pre sn-

  til! iaeeaplet.. Ia .i.. et tke linited eeuro• .aterial availstil• u a b 

aaa lrailti.. all..aaa• n .t tie   f•r .iA.r hist.rieal .rrere.

I t . Iteal d ti e aet . d t  tat . 11 t   t s t s t eaea t •   reaardi   t Le I .t l i i d

41r ep. rat i eat. ref l eet ezel uei . eh t l . derar  . kneel eds e at t ly re spec t i . e

peist of ti.r. e a .
l l l f i t  re• ezol udi s t   a e rel at i us t e t i r.   ti • evel uat ed e al ! i n rea-    ̀

ps t t e r. l at i  re quaat i t i e s . The 4ut h4r wi l l l s t e s c. . . a t en t b. al   s 11aS
•t

t e d o al ue . f aua . r i oal ds t a , a r . e . . r ea t   c kar.  e t e r i e t i ai aad • ad s s i . a s ! a

t lu prrps ra ti i ee . f n port . .

_
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Tatil• •! C.at.nt 
N                 l   a  . M    

CLapt . r I p  
               
Da  rt i ar. y c t i Ti t i . aw  
Si2  J  ia  psil 1944 ...........................................

l.) Sasr.y ............................................................
2.) 1a.rioai Lttaok .n Pf.rsk.is .n 1 lpril 1944 ......................
3.) I sriaan lttaok .n St.yr and BrurokjYxr

.a 2  pril 1944....................................................
4 . ) h r r 3aaa   t t ask . a Budap. . t

.n 3 April 1944 ...................................................
8 . ) l w r i a. a St r at i a   l t t a sY. u   1 i r f i   l d. wi t hi a t b. R. i ch   .

T.rritorl .n 5 1pri1 1944 .................:...............:.......
6 . ) l ms r i ca n   t t . ok . a t  r a s

.a 6 Ilpril 1944 ...................................................
7.) Aa.riaas x.c.naai..ane• Oporati is

•, 7  pril 1944 ...................................................
.) lmoriaaa ,ttack .a Braunach eoi  aAd !ks Jirti.lds lrithia ths B.iQb's 

T.rrit.ry on 8 Lpril 1944 .............•......•.........•.•.•.•••••

9 .
) ha . r i c an l t t a ek . a l i r c r a t t P l ant s a t Pa . n , (i. t onh e.f . .

,
1 ari.nUuri.oad Tut.w .a 9  pril 1944 ............................••

10.) V a.ricas pidht.r-B.mbor Ottack sn Bi.l.f.ld

.n 10 lpril 1944 ..................................................

11 . )   r i can l t t oalc. s A. at . ck , 8 t s t t i n , B. rabur   , a nd
Osah.rsU bea sn 11  pril 1944 ............••.••...••.•.•.••..••••••

l a . )   ai. r i ca n I t t aa ks . a    i o  u r   l  s u s t s dt a a s l i r f i ol d s
i a C. a t r a l (i. r w ir • n
12  pril 3944 .....................................................

13. ) 1a . r i can l t t ack. . n l uCsba r   , Sabvo. i nt ur t , en d Budspa t
  on 13 lpril 1944 ..................................................

14.)  s.rican pi ht.r-B.mb.r lttack oa tb. lirti.ld
•Y Di.d.nh.fon •n 14  pril 1944 .............................•.•..•

.
18.) le.riaan Strali  Ltt. cks .n hirti.lds withia ths

xs i cb ' s T. r r 3,t . ry aad i a J u t ].at d
sn 15 April 1944 ..................................................

1 6 . )   a r i c a i Lt t aa h . a B. r l i a
.n 18 hpril 1944 ..................................................

17 . )   . r i a u At t aa lu on H. bi . n s au d g a . sRl on ] 5 Jlp r i l 1944 . . . . . . . . . . .
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Pa  

16 . )   ,  ar i a a.n fl e c os na i r sa na • Op o r a t i on r
o.nr th. B.ieh • T.rrit.rr on 20
anQ 21 Irpril 1944 ...........................................

19  ) l s,r r i cs a l t t ackr . a Ha ari and K. ti l r a $
ou 22 1 pri1 1844 ............................................

Z0. )   mr r i can l t t ac   oo  l i oaor- DTou. tadt as d , i r f i . l d. wl t hi n t ho
R.ich • T.rrit.ry ran 23 l pril 1944 ..........................

21 . )   ar r i aan At t ach . a Muai c h, Fr i odr i ohshaf . n ood 1.i r f i . l d.
ia 8.uth.ra G.rmsay .a 24 ApM 1 1944 ........................

22. ) l m. r i aaa .l t t aoks . n Sout hsr n  ' or   ,q
.a 2b Lpril 1944 ............................................

2 3 . ) l mor i aa a l t t a a  C . o Br t  u.n r ch w. i 8
oa 26 Lpril 1944 ............................................

2 4 .
) l o . r i oa n 8 . c vnn a i a   uao • Op . r a t i   a s• . . . r t 1N B. i ch' r T. r r i t . ry an Z7 aa d 28 1 pr i l 1944 . . . . . . . . . .

Zb.) .'  .riaaa LtLaek .n H.rlin .n 29 I ril 1944 ..................,
afi . ) dms i caa R rconaai 4snao • Op. r at i oa s

..or th. R.lah's T.rritory .a 30 I  ril 1944 .................

.
Ohap t or I I -
... ,  ...-...,.. ,M-.

: rtiriti.r at Ri ht ia lpril 1944 ................................1.
) Survoy ........... ............................................• 

• 2 . ) Dr i t i sh lTui saa so Rs i d . a R. r oa auri s  
tk. Ri hti .! 31 llarch to 1 4pri1 1944 ........................

3 . ) Hr i t i . h BTui eaae r Rai d s on 8 r o f ol d , l a ch . a  , aad Ba m. l s
o a i     r

  r i i
1

.7 't f . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . • • • • . • • . . . • • . . . . • . . • • • .   .

4 . ) Br i t i . k l t t a c lt rn Huda  o s t oa
3-4 jprll 1944 ...............................................

b  ) Br i t i s h  tui . ap a • 8a 3d s on Zrs . n ae a So. 13  .
.a 9-5 ,lpril 1544 ............................................

6. ) Br i t i sl  l ui .   ao• Fl i   t s . a 5- 6 l p r i l 1944 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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ch  t .r i
  • • • M • • • w * • • •   • • •    R • y • • * • • » M • • w • y • • * • w • t •

Daytia. lstivit3.. ia  pril 1944
.. .  . .  _  _____._.  . r w   r   .+  ..-   - .     .-.   .   r .  

l
.

    1i 2R e  

M r   / Y   /   "  

a . ) .  o. r scaa ot f . . . i v . op . r a t s . ns
 

Th. a i r sn p r a a. a y e i t h .   mer i ca rt a i r f e r oa ov. r t b s Be i oh ' •
i n p a r t i cv l a r ,

t e r r i t . r y a enl d   e . a s . l i da t e d i s Ap r i l 1 94 4 . T1  . f e i-a . r ws . ,•
d.ro.nstrat.a tiy the laat that tke la.ricai ti ht.r ioraes b.p ua t• carr 

• sp. c i al l ,p
eu f  ' . t r aS i ng a t t ac k s a ga i a . t t lu Lu f t wa f f . on a i r f i el ds e i t h i n t h. B ei ah ' s

t.rrit.rY. Thi was d.a• withia th. trarrw.rY •t lar e-saa1. U.ati.r attaab

a s wel l u l a sp ec i a l f i   t . r . p . r a t E. a . . e . ab i n  ep e r a t i a s a   a i n a t a . r  o. a

airfielda *.r. cosdwct.d .nly t• a limit.d •zt.at.

Dy t bi a na w I  . r i c az p r ae t i a e • i f i   t i ad t h• a . r   Laf t wef f . s t h.   . nad

s . vet  l ffi indr . d a i r a r et t w. ra de st r . yed and t h• s8a . nv ati . r mt t h a   da--

  d. Th. s t r i ld n t p. w. r ef t h . Lut t waf t . , hew. v. r , wa s enl T • l i   ht l y i a -
 

pai r . d ti y t h. . . .  pes at i . a. . The r sadi na s f . r aa t i . n • f t h. f l y i as vu  i t • ei

  t h. hes . s i r d. f . ase Rao ha r dl y a f l . a t ed. Th. t . w besbat dmsoti . . f a i r f i el da

r . ar i a . d wi t h. n t a ay i at ].n. aoe en t h. f vnct i oni o  ef t h. ho. . a i r d. t . a . e .

T1u fact tyat tb.  m.ricen Si ht.r f.rc.a otitained ir..d.a .i .perati.a,

h. . . ver , had p ra. • a. ns . qa. ac e s f . r t he hea. e i r def eaa . , ilhi l • t h. a m. r i -

oea f i   h t . r . emt  c w. r . , i a p . r t . r as  re• • t t h. i r e soer t du t i . . , hi t h. r t • t i . d

t • t h. i en. r -. n  i a • ti . mti er =erar t i es • t h. y hRd a ew . ti t a3a . d t he i r f u11 t r e. d. . +
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. i op. ra t i . 4 i n al I al t i t nda and at t . olu d t fu /3. rmaa f i   t . r ai rc rat t w3z. ro-

• . . r Lho l s t t . r : ppoa r . d. Thu s ti h. do . r i caa i i   ht . r at t aake A. ro al s o di r oo-

tod adainst th. G.rvan sin l•- and twin-sn in. tidhtor nuit• whil• th. latt.r

wor • a s s .   l i s s • r . a t h. i r epp roaoh t l i e ht . dbo. o al l , s i a.g
l y ?l yi n   i. r

  had
  a t i   t ors whi ch`̀ al r. ad,y sut t orod ht t • w. r• tvnabl • ti • • scsp• t hai n c  . ri -

c8n pnrsuer.. This a1s. appli.d t• G.r  a f1  t.rs whiah w.rs t.ra.d t• pr.-

a.aious landind booaau . th.y   d run out •f fu.l. w ontuall:, tho   triea 

f i   t . r • bo@  t o i nt or_*er• wi t h t bo l andi ne msnsuvor. of (}. raaa f i   i . r
and

uai t a . c . red e oas i d.orati l • sucorss . The ai r supre maay . f t ho
• Y. r th.   i c

_
h' o t a r 3t orjr,.4 c . ri cAU i i   t . r t . rc .    h.  d ti   aow boci mo c o mpl ot . . Th. l mori c an i  i eht ors had

b..4 r.laa..d tron their riaid ai..ioa •t •scortia  b.ab.r. asd ltilfill.d thdr

  propsr ai sai . a • f t rs • op. rat i nd.   Son. t i m. s t hi a f ac t pr.   . d t • bo di r

sdvaatsg.ou. t• tho Jlmoricaa b.mbors. Ia caa.o whon lm.ricaa tidhtor.:l.ft

i bo b. ai . r s t hoy woro t • • . c ort prococ i ou. l y t • t l y l .  r- l a . l s t t oolcs i n .
f ro•

op.rati.ns th. tL r  a fi ht.r uaits swcca.d.d, ia .urpris. attaaka, ia d.ci-

 +at i n  t ho unprot oc t od bomti or i orme.t i ons • r ia d. s t royi a` t hom oo  l ot ol y .

.
I n l p r i l 1944 t ho • apba s i s • t t h•   Sri c an bom3l ne at t aoks wa . pl a ce d

 
a t h o G. .r aa$ ai r a r mam. nt i nd  s t rT. Th. l a t t . r s nt f . r. d lveavy da  e by a t '-   
tacko osrriod out •n a lareo scal• undor favorabl• w.athor oondttions. Ia ad-

• diti.a,th.   ericaa air f.rc.• atation.d ia dreat Britain atartod boabind at -

t aok. . a i ns t al l a t i a s of t h . t r anpor t at i on • y s t oa i n 1Por t  i- 11o et Gor aet  and

s t r af i n  ra i ds on t ra i ns , • . p oc i al l y l oc . a r t i wos .

  synchronizati.n •t the dm .rican air opsration. conduct.d from th.

air bas. in droAt Brit4la with thoso c.nduct.d fr.m th. Itelion bas. wa. t•
as.umed  

bo   c   t . a tv r . e day s . nl y .

Thr op. ra t baa • of t h.   . r i c e a  ai r i orc o s t g t i on. d i n I t a l y ez t oadod
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t . t ar bs t s i i .4us t r s a , Hua  y , J u  s l avi a , aa d 8 uue±a i a . 21e t i nc l udi n; t h.

a t t acks en t a rge t s i a 1'rea c • t h. aawuut s d t • al m  e t . a. t hi ra • f th •   a . r i -

caa t . t al . t f e r t i n   pr i l aa d ti rou  i t ah. ut a di pe r s i s . i the f i   t or dsf s n-

s . f . re s wi thi s t h. hs . a,i r d. f . aao .

In .pit• o! tb. ..ather c.nditi.as lsvorabls !ar ettensivs .poratis cs

tke A .ricau air fores ia ar.at BritalA did aot contiiu. th.ir attacks   siast

tlss Geraaa air armaasat induatry within ths B.ich s t.rrit.ry es 27 s sd 28 April

Oa i . t l  t }  e. . d, yr• th . e• t orc . s op. r  tt e Q ove r ! RS FrencY  B. l g i . r  t s r r i t . ry .

Th• l a t . ns i t y of t ho AIDar l c aa e i r e f f or t a  i n s t t h. 8 e i ch   s t er r i t o ry

i n Apri l i s ds a. ns t ra t s d by t  . t . i l e wi nd aw nl . rs ot of f . n s i v s s 3 s s i ens f l . wn t
,

1 2 l arg . - . cal e at t aak s c . adua t . d f rem t bs ai r ha s • 3n Grea t Br i t a i a ,
6 lar .-acal• Qttacka Qonductod fra th. air las• !n Italy ,
3 f nds p . nds a t   » ra t i ea • c . nduc t . d by f i ght . r s and f i e h t er "b . ob. r s

a  Sn. t G. rman ai r f 3. l d s ,
11 . f f . ns i v• .  p. rat i o ir ti y l i eht.. r uni t s adai n. t ai rl i . l ds wi thi a

the Hoioh s t.rrit.ry ia c.n uncti.a .rith As .ricaa larg.-scal•

bemb.r .perati.as.

It wsa .nly .a two days that th. Ar erican h. b.ra .v.r Lhe Beich s•
territery m.t witk suoti w  tfav.ratil• ..athsr conditions that theY had to drap

t hs i r be   s wi t h. u t v i s uBl ob s . rva,t i os e i t hs grewta . Ni as l arde - s c al • s t t ac ks

w.r. sh q  ce.centrats  on th• respectivs city, whil• .n n12 the etlu r days

wlu a a t t aaks we r e f l . wn eev . r al t ar g. t s wer . c . v . r ed . Oa ri z dq r• • f t h. aa t h

t h.   o. r i aaa ai r f . rae   c . nduc t s b • a l y r . c s na ai s s s na. ope ra t i ea s . v . r t k. R. i ahi .

tsrritory aad oa thra• dsy$ th.r• wa. n. A..rican aircratt ...r th• Bsich  

tsrrit.ry at a11.
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I s   pr i l 1944 t h. I   u. r i c ar s i r . p . r . t i . a s had i . eu v . ry s ucc . asf ui . They

h8d serisusly hit t? . G.rmoa a3r arasmvat iadu.try snd thus slowsd d..a

t h. .   an . i en • t t h. O. rssez t i g h t . r ai rc raf t i naua t ry a s  re l l a s p re . . a t . d
sp . e  

t ho ''re i nf . ra . ms at • f t he f i   t or d. f . a s. i o rc . s s i t k. h. . e a i r ds f . a s s .

Tl;. erd. r e f t h. Ce a  a d. r i a Chi s f e f t he Luf t rwf f • • t 24   r i l 1944 t .

i i c r. w . t hr t e t   • t r ongt h • i t hs dey t i eh t . r t . rv. s • f t he ha . ai r de  

f . ans e wi t hi n t h. s hor t s s t pe s s i ti l e p. r i ed • f t i vrs t • t k. zus  . r • f 20f)0

eircr.it ceuld aet ti• asrri.d ent.

Ty. Ilms r i c an dt t aaks on i a s *.al l a t i . n • • t t l u t raa sp . r t e t i . n sT. t s

oad  railreed osterial witkia tL. 8.iah . territ.ry ha d •nly 1i  tea resnl+s

in   oril 194 .i
T}u cw ual ty f i gurs s • f t he A. . ri aan ai r t erce s hed cvns i d. rsbl y i i -

cr.ased a. aeapsr.d te  iarch 1944. Th. ralatir. •zt.nt et casualtiR., hew-

ev.r, by ae wa nv  .epardiaed future eperations.

' ti . } Ce  dt aw t • ! t h. I Fi ght sr Cssp s
  r   . .   w       . r                

On 1   p r i l 1944 t h. Co rp s fl e adqua r t er s • f t ho I Fi ; ht or Corp s

assns.d ty .isslsn of pr.tecting the entir• Reich'. t.rritery ind udiad

• t h. t er r i t e r i a • t Lu s t r i a aa a Hungary . Fe r t hi • purp. ae t h. c orp s he r,d  

quar t ers was aa i p ed t he l . t , 2ad, 3r8 , and 7t h a'i   t er Di . i si ons .

Th. t.ll.wing w.re th. 8dvnatages of the aew aemssad er6nniva-

tiea:  

respoasitiility •f s •lagl• c.  ad staff within the h.ae nir d.tense,

unif.r  interpr.tati.ns •t th. air eituatien ter ths purpe.• •f aer

ductin$ fight.r .p.raLions within tb. satirs Reicb's territ.r r,
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pa s i bi l i t   . t a ens ent ra t i r a t . ros s i n t h. a i r f . r t h. ds f . n. e adai a s t
pr ev i d. d

  msri c  dryr e i r t t t salcs '' t he crui s i nd ran-

 a e! th• tiehter aircratt aad t}n. veathsr c.nditieas p.rnitt.d sush

.   .. ra t i eaa.

D. sp i t.. t h i s n. w c e awaa d • r   i aa t i e s   . C. rp s  ie s  dq  r t . r s

• f t h. I Bi   h t . r C©rp s di d ne t succ . . d i a ebt ai ni   l res t h. Ce   s  ' s r

i a Chi ei • t t h. Lnf t wat f • t h• per ni s . i s f . r t he oes c ea t rs t i an • f al l
•ne

d.T fidht.r l.roes within liad tsd area e! ths R.ich'e t.nri-

t ery . I t wa . t }  . . ti   . a t i . . e ! t hr ce rps he adquar t er • t • b. at t la. i s . -

r i aaa at t ac ki s   l s rce 4 by t he • . pl e  raea t ot s ].1 f . ra. s as i l ati l e i s

8 lia3ted ar.a. The Ce  ander is Chi.i •P th. Luftxafie, en th. •ther
•

 i. ad , i t a. a  aai nt a i a. d hi s d. ns;nd t ha t e l l pa rt s e f t br B. i oh ' .

territsry sheuld b. prstect.b f.r rcen.adr •r.a..ns as .ell as t.r rss -

.ea a 4! intsrier pelitiss. Cenaequeatlt, th. day fidhter tsrc.s w.re

d. pl .   . d . . . r t he B,  i c h ' s t . r* i t ery a s t . l l . .s :

• ne . i n   ],e - en  a • es d . ns t   - . n  i n. f i ` ht . r wt a d i n t lu

a raa b. t we . a 8 au . r er and a . r : i u ,

ens f i dkt e r wi s d i n 1/e s t . rR a e r  oaayr,

- t we f i   i t e r drrnp • i s t ti . ar . a • t Freal  r t ,'
t.r fidht.r ir.ups in Ra aria ,

•as ein l.-snsiae and sne twin-sngine iighter win$ ia thr

ar.a et ?i.nna.

Oe i.n  t . t1  l a   ri d. di sp. r ai . z r t t h• day f i   ht . r t . ras • i t wa a r  l y
! e cs,ac . ®t re t . al l f e rca i n sy pes t t r t i ar and epaae

a. l de w p s s s i bl . ` 
f . r a . a  it   nt i n i et ens i Te r  e ra t i oa : * i t hi a t he i raa. w. rY e[ t h. he s .

.. ..

- a i r d. f ease .
i i .
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Th. air dei.nse .p rati.ne ever the B.iah • territery ii 1pri1 1944

aea t i nus d t • ba d. al nat ed ti y t he   . r i oaa a i r evpre s  c y . av en s e , i t had
fa.erable

bs . n pe as i ti l e , . i t h t he exC. pt 3eo s i t we d. ,ys ,,  na ewins t e   sii t w. at her

a. adi t i oas , t e ef f . r re . i st anc e t e al l l   ri esa l arge- soal e st t aek. . '*h.  

=•e . vS t was a bal as c e b. t   e   t h.   ieri aai at t . eki ng ana t h. I e raaa drt'. a.  

ierces whiah sas abr• f4versble ia April than it hed 1i..a ia Yarah.1944.

This is d.a.nstrat.d ia the filled n s

3sl.oae ei Forca
_......____  ____- _. 

I m. ri eaa Tet . l   t f . rt ( . riesa T. *,al Z! 'f . rt  
 

,
(Be.tier aad Pi  ter liraralt)  81a 1e- aad Twia-  in.

  'i sht ess)

Yaroh 1944 s • T,5 s 1

  _  __  ,.._

Apr i l 1944 s 4 , fi s   .
  - . .. - -   ..,. ..

aaeriasa Tetol  Sf.rt O.raaa T.t sl  Si.rt

' (   'i   ht a s e t1T} ( Si n; l . - snd Twl   =n  i a•
•

          A

$i ht.r.)

Ya rc h 1944 s 3 , 6 t 1

- _       

lpril 1944 : 2.
  s 1

- - --- -   --- - - - - -
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Tb. co snii tur. a t e t t h. day t i   t s r t ora . s wa. i n l pr i l 194 4 aoms i -

d.rably inY2u.nc.d lq inad.quate intsrpretatien of the air situatisa in t!+

c as . s • t Jlmer i c m l a rd. - s as l . at t a` k. t r . a t h. ai r ba ss i n I t a?.y ea d bIr t h.

 asricea fidht.r tactics .f fre• .psrati•a . Ths iaa.aplet• air r.ut• .ti..r-

v a t i es and p l . t t i ae s y   t em i a t h . a » s s o: I t al y , Dal as t i a , and Cr. a t i a e s a

w. l l a s i n,acl . quat . ai   nal cs a nu a i Qa t i s a s a cra s s t 1e J l p • t • t hs a i rc ra f t rs -
s.ct.r

p or t i nd at s t i . n s wi t hi n t lu a  • f t h. Se c . nd   i r Fl e . t Coa   nd w. r • t h.

reas®ns w  fi ht.r ccr  d .tatts •t the hsms air det.ns• stt.n r.aeiv.d

r . t ard. d • r i nc s m i s t • r . p . r t e oa r omber ai rc rs f t i.a t rud.i n   t rs s t h . Sen ty .

v :  t Y, . . e e r aui ds bea b. r at t ae ks a . nau,c t ed f r aa t he .i  w r i c an a i r   a . . i n

Italy ceuld , ia most cas•s,
ti• Pought ott .nl r with liait.d Porete •r ia a•

p r. c i p i t a t s d and nns y s t . as t i c aaaas r . Th. (  . r s  +a l i   ,h t . r f . ra e a • f t . a di d

a ot r. ec h t h.   m. r i c aa at t eeh . rs at sl l ti . c au s. t lu y had bs . n aent an  t 1  . i r
I t wa . du .

n+i a t . n t . • l at . .   t • t h. i ni t i at i . . and . a. r   r st t h . t i ght . r C.   as-
ha.d b. . a

ds r Os t retirk , Obe r s t bs » dr i c k , t hat c . ndi t i en e a s e . a t s d   t hs . a d • !
.

  pr i l

1944,   .hish r a. it pessib2• t. •etabli.h a w.ll funatieaiaa aircrett

warai s   s y s t e   and s worknbl .   r . uad a. a ,r u d . r   n i za t i . a i n t he ar ea • f

  lu s t r i a and Hur   ary a,n!! i t s s . ut h. ra t . r .   r . und.

  Ths h rar i ae  a t adLi c a . t f r . • . p . ra t bon f e r E. d t h. i r i andl y i i dh-
Rhich

t . r f . rc . s t • s s s • abl • t • t e r a a . mbat t . r a a.Li . ns s u t ai d. t as r  rea s i n s   a itz

t h • /lmer i ca a t i   t e r • wr r s , . ,  a c c . vn t • t t he g . n . ral di r . c t i . a e t ep era t i ea s

•zp.cteb t• speraLe; deia  s• th• tsrs.r w.r. to eerapA the c'.aager •f beind

at t ackea al r . ady  rhi l e a se e   l i ng i a t h. a i r . By t ht s t hs p . r i e ds • t t i r  
G.rman

t . r wl i ch t h: ' t i s ht . r s c w l d . ng s.a . t hs ms . : v. . i n ce s ba t w. w s  -ior t . as d .
k.re.v.r
t s  uai t l t f s s , t h • ne w Aw. r i c aa i i   ht . r t ac t i c s m. aa t 8 n. w a ddi t i . ne l s  eral

, ;   .
s t ra i a i s r t h. s i r  l . - aua t   .. en  s

Yi   t er l  e t t h. he ro. s i r d. t s a . . .
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They w. r . adai t t s dl y f ai r2. r t rai n . d i n f i gh t ! ng i a at rona f . raat i . n . • . p. .
c i al l y agai ns t f ou r- . n,  ta . b. a iPer a , l ut l ac k. d .   . r i ea cs i n c aabat i n aa-
t s cbl   f . r  oat i s n ar aga i a s t i ndi v i dua2 adv s r sar i . . . Th. y lo  . w ab . u t t lu t a Y  
n i e al sup . r i . r i ty • f t he Aw. r i can f i   ht . r a i rc ra t t and real i zed t h e.t whenev . r
they had ta sp.ra.+e singly aa 8 r*sult of bad w.ath.r, .ngia• trsubls, srtall a
dx oas . i ncurr . d i n a. a ba ! t h. y c eul d . i c t i m t d t hs   . r i ca n f i Yh-
t e r s new eps r a t i ng a t al l al t i tud,e s . Thi s Wa   , e sp. c i al l  r i n t h . c as . . • f

Yeung and i ue g,. r i . ne . d f i ght e r p i l ot e , t h. c aus . . f t h. • o- a.   1 . d My i gYt . r
Paai e M ( (ie ras tin s J s . g. r sahr . c lc} . Zt s r . . ul t .  e s a.  i ncr ea e• ®f t hs nunb. r et

Q.r  .n aircraft ehst d. m and la t b.caus• th• pilet bail.d .ut pr.e.ei.u.-
l y Yrq f . a„r , g v • n ttu tl l y i t had b. a. m. i apa . i bl e t • • a p1Qy t xi n- eni;i n. e r

• ai   t f i   li t . r e i n r. rea s i n wh i ah l m. r i aaa f i ght . r a ; rc rat t e . us d y . . zp. o_
t . d t • rp . ra t . .

- - - i --- -   

T1is at t s ap t s • f t h. I I'i gLt . r C. rp . t • f i   h t t h.
Typ •   [os qv i Ee r . c oaae i as anc . aa.r c raf t w. r,. uns ucce as f ul .

The . p. rs t i . nal . t r. a  t hs • f th. de y f i sht . r aai l s • ap1.  r. d
! i t he h. a. ai r def ens. ds s reass d t . ,ParQ. t h. s d • i t lte  . . nt k, ?h. r s s. n

_ i . r t hi s d. er. aa. wao t hat tk. Lut t waf i •  ii h C 'g • austiua b. gaa , i ti ant i ai pat i en
• f s p. as i bl • 1avaRi aa i a l 'r  taa . , t,e • ata,ti l i sh f i ght er ra . rva ei mst   ri . l

and p.r.annel at th• cest .t r.plaa.an t. f.r th. h.m. air d.Y.ns..

It a.u1d ti• a.tie.d thst, ia .pit• •t aIl tk. difficulti...
r. aul t . at f r. m t h. 11m. ri can s i r supretnt ay , the i nf . ri or i ty . f the f ri . adl y
fere.s ia r.spect t• t.ehniasl .qnipm.at and trsining a. w.ll aa fr.m th.
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, i d. di sp. r s i . n s f t hs f i   +. e r f or c es , t he day f i   t . r f o rc a t . u  ht b i t t . r l y

aa d • f t . n guo c. s s f ul l y . Th. anab. r ot . n.   a i rc raf t sh . t da R ha d i nar oas e d

c . opar . d t • Ya rch 194 4 . Th. ca sua l t i oo e t t ho i r i s etdl y i orc o s , i n pa rt i cu l ar

t h. a  .unb . r • . ! dama  . d a i rc reS t and . f f s rsa t i . n l . ads re l . at ws r . hi   h . Zv. n

so, the fi htsr f.rces smpl.yod in th. her. air d.f.ns• oould a.t pr.voit sa

  ,.  . r i can l a re . - s cal • a t t as k . a t ho Be i ch   • t . r r i t . r r. Ths i r d. f . a s i v. e o t i . a

e  l i . d ac t i oa Zor t he Lut t  ra t f •   u  orriaut unds r t h.   s t t • . t . nds av or i n i

pr i aar i l y t • s ho. t ds . a f . u r - s n  i n. borber . . Th. a  y t i r . a3 r . arf a r e ev . r t h.
th  sls•  8 . i sh   s t . rr i t . ry wi t h !   t i acrsa . ad i m. r i can • t f . as i n act i oa had s  ai  d

or. u  ht al . nt a p eycbal .   i cal • l f sc t . a m a1 1 a.  rara,nd s ta,f i s and d.   nat sd

th.n. Nowh.r., at a. s.  aad ha.aquartors,  either at th. W.hrmaaht Bi  C.r

srsd,n.r at th. h.adquart.rs .t th. Coa.+and.r in Chi.t •! th. Lutt*af!e,n.r

- at the Gsn.=al 9taff •f the Luftwa to, n.r at :hs statf •f tb. G.a.ral ef th.

Fi ` h t . r F. ro s , nor et t h. d i r T] N t Ce . r  n.
d H. i ch , z or a t t he Co rpe H. adqua r;

t.rs •f th. I ?i  t.r Corps a  .n.raus p an f.r sp.ratleas t• r. a,la th. a!r

s upr *ms ,cf by a v Sc t or i su a t i ght . r ti a t t l • rras v a dor con. i d. ra t i a . Th. at 6oz -

t i en • f al l r . sp on  si bl s o. a Waa d. r . wa s f oau . . d on eal y . a. da ng. r - t h • t l yi r 

r . r t r a s . • aar rr i   h. avy b. 0b i . ad. . Th. pe r s i s  ̀. :  ` :  alc ead f s r ds t reyi aa

a,ni al y   . r i e aa bo  si . r aSrc rat t ti y i aa. s s aa t a . r r i t r at • t f i   ht . r s d. nb t l e s s

• r i e i na t . d wi t k t h. Supre , r. Coa  s nd. r • f t h. G. rmen As hr   ,ac ht . I t had , hew. v. r ka . . a•
a.t h.ca p   tic durin  th. war that an .zp.riena.d sirasa had ce atradist.d

hi n • r haa su$,  e s t od aa • t h . r t a bn i qne i er a sue c . s at ul d. t s a se s   ai a s t t h •

daads r . us   me r i a aa dy  t i s . borbardsy. a t s t og. th . r  . i t h a pl an f o r r. da i a i ns

t h. a i r supr . mae y • • . r t h . R. i ch   s t . rr i t . ry .

Th. f ac t t ha t , a a • e,rl y a s ea 25 Na q 1943 , t h • G. a t r al e f t h• di   i-

t . r 9'a   a , ('i• a oral s a,
i . r Gal l and sv  g a t . d*t . t h• I nsps a t . r (3o u ral • t t h.
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Luttwat ., C•n.relt.ldmarsohall ?Silch, th. .  l.ys.at ef all t2u !r.• arsa-

m. nt eape c i t y f . r t h . pr . duc t i . a • t t h . Typ• li• 2 62 j . t t i   ht . r , i s n. t a . a -

rid.r.d h.r..

a . ) Sp. ci al Int . rme t i   a
  N   - / M   - M N -       .     . ..   -

Th. ua i f i as t i s . t t h • f i dht . r d. f . a o. s wi t hi n t ht R. i ah ' s t . r -

r i t . rp ws s i n i t i a t . d   t h . t . l l owi ng t . l . t vp•   r esag . f rom t h•   i r Fl . . t

C. aaand R. i s h • t 31 1Ls r s h 1944 s

  ia
 p.c tih. purpa . •t c.aa.ntrating th. h.n. air a.f.n.. a 

t h. B. l c ti ' . t . r r i t . ry as w. l l a s i a t h. • ccsup i
.
. d ws s t . ra t . rr i t . ri . . t h•

a ai ahs marachx t l i s i u . d t h. f . l l owi ng ord. r t•
Th. 7t h Fi t . r Di  ri . i rn i .nal udi ng t h. Fl ght . r Ca  a  d. r Ost a arlc wi l l( 1 • ) S 

ti • s aai   . d t . t h. I   'i   t s r C. rp• e . • f t hi . da t . . Th ta t h. I   'f aht s 
.t

C. rp s , sub. r di nat • t • t lu Jli r Fl . . t B. i s h es <snaa e . nms a d a  al l

,
fidht.r .p.rati.ns withia th• $.iah!s t.rrit.ry, fn partieulsr als•

. t t h. f i dbt . r d. f . nsa • t S. ut h. ra and S. ut h  tst ( . rsM.  r aaai n. t

+a . a  ai rarat t ia t rndi a   i r. • t h. S. uth. Cl . a. ea taat wi l l ti • s i . -

taiasd ts with th. S.a.aa  ir F _..t.

• ( a . ) Th. day Si d,ht . r f . ro. s   t • t t h. Thi rd Jli r Bl . . t wi l l ti . • apl a-

y. d c . aa. at rat . d i n t h. s . c t . r • f t h. I I Fi   t . r C. rps i . r th. d. t . a-

s. .t th• •aeupi.d wa t.ra t.rrit.ri.., ia particular •f tY. iap.r -

.....................................

DT. t a :   I n f . r s  t i . a t a ,jc  a f r . za t h. doc ua. nt s Zet t . r • t t h. ( aa . ral . ! th•

   i     . r p t ro. • t • Q. a . ral f . l d.. ar aahal l   ii l ah , da t . d 26 lla,r 1 94 3 .
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t s a t a uppl y aurat t r a npor tr  t i . n caa t . r s a s ws l l as t h. i r i . ndl y s r . a  d

. r gani sa t i   n . Th ss • t or c. • . i l l bo c oa mi t t . d i i t h . h. m. ai r d. f . a   .
.r

onl y a g ai a s t s a ch on. a  f . r a a a s i n t r u dl a  .l.a t o a sot l oavi ag t k. ! a!  

t b o S. 3c h   s t or r i t or r vi a 8. u t h- Wo s t D. l gi ua and 1'r ana . . Traa  s f or s ot

tha • forcoa ...r longor distanaos int• th. Roich s t.rrit.ry will bs

s b s t a l n e 3 f r om i n f n t u r . . Th . a i   t t i a h t or t or ca s s s i g aod t o t ]u

Thi r d Jl i s l 'l o . t wi l l b. c . a s i t t oa a s h i t h . r t . i n t lu h. . o a t r do f o as. .

( 3 . ) P ar t i cu l a r a t t s a t i oa i s ca l l . a t • t h . c l e a• Qo. p . ra t i ea b . t wo . n t h . I

a nd I I   i gYt a C. rp • a s w. l l aa bot wo. n t h .   i r ! "l . o t R. i ah s  d t b .
curr.nt aad

Th i r d   i r I' l a t by ' p r o op t c .   u a i c a t i ®n • f i a f or aatt i oa oc t b . s i t t3a    

  tioa and th• op.rati.aal ob .mtir s. 9p.aia2 dir.otives will b• issusd

r oga r d i n g s i gaal c esmn.ni ca t i ons wh i c h r  ,y b. c oar a dd i t i . na l l r n. a. s . . r-

r y e nd i   r . v . m. n t o • f t h . r ada r and t h . f i gh t . r e . n t r .
l
 ay s t s a a

t r an af . r
w. l l a s t h • p . a s i bl • t s a  s • i t ho ao  ms a d p os t s f t h • I F i gh t . r

C. r p s . Tk. now eha i a • f c ommend . i l l b. c . m. • f f oe t i v o a s ot 31 li  ch

1944 , 2Z =00 h on r s " . 1li r I'].o. t x . i ch - C. n t . r - au mb . r 2921 / 44 , t . p

military ea rst.
(eporatiena effiaorJJ).

d . ) Su ac o. q s aa a Lo s s . s i n Lp r i l 1944
. . _ - M w . . . N . . - . .         . . _ . .   w _ . . . .   . . . .   . . r -  s p . r a t i on al

R'h . av . rago t . t al . t r . ngt k . f   d ay f i g ht . r a i r c r a   t i n t ho s oo t . r

• Z t h • I   ì gh t . r Cor p +  i a :  p r i l 1 944 awsua t od t . :

400 single-engiae fighhtsrs,

100 twin-.n$ia• fight.rs.

Tha t ot . ,l f i gur • . f da ,y f i gh t . r a i r c r a f t • t  pl . y od i n t 1  • s . c t . r • Y t h o I

  ' i g ht s r Co rp s i n   p r i 2 19  4 r  . ua t . d t . :

 4 522 a i r c r a f t .
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Ths t c t al l os ss s . f e i rc raf t i a t hs aoct . r • i t h. I 1'i ght or C. r  s i a

J pri l l 944 a  sun.t . 8   . :

39b a,'„reraf t - whi ch i o 8 , 8  • f t hs t ot al • PSort .

Th• . ns   yy l os $a . v . r t h. R. 3ch ' s t orr i t ory i n t hs ss c t s r e f t h. I Fi   y-

t s r C. rp s i n Ap r i l 19rl4 amsunLsd t . :

514 aircrsst not tacludiai th.ss shst dosca tiy aatiaircrett

artill.ry.

This was 2,5
  ot th. sstinat.d Jhwricsu t.tel sfSort e ainst th• Bsiah e

torritsry aasnatiae t• 20 337 aircrett •f whisk wsrs 10 000 fightsrs.

Th. ep.ratisns c.nduatsd tr.a ths  m.ricaa basis ia ltaly ars iacludsd

i a t hi s c . ns i ds ra t i oa . 

In addition, ths incswpl.t• lists in ths war diary •i ths I 1̀i ttsr

Corps show ths P.2lswin  data an the 4n,.ricea lsss.s svsr ths a.iah o

t . r r i t . ry i s Jlpr 11 1944 :

42 aircratt shst dowa f.r sure by aatiairoraft artill.ry,

10 ai rc raf t cra s h- l ea d ad i n Swi t zorl and.

Thua , t h.   . r i c aa l s s si • i n a i rc re .f t ov s r t h. B,. i ah   • t . rr i t a - r i z

•pril 1944 add up t.:

666 aircraft.i   
Thi a wa s

_
2 , B   i of t lu i  w r i ca u t . t al • f f . r t e   ai ms t t l`. B s i e h ' s t s rr i t a  

i   J1pr i l 1944 .

2 . ) Th• Jms ri csa Ilt t . ak oa Pf mrahoi m oa 1   pri l 1944
r     M       .     !   r N Y M             M   .           w A

(So. .k.tchthoIDS air dsfsnss in supplsm.nt
161)
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hh. 3ass r   t P. r t
_  _   ._  ._W

lt 08t36 hsurs s str.n8   osrioaa f!$ht.r Ysres istrnds8 via

t h. Bs l   .an Clu an . l cs e s t a.t Bl s nk. nbs r   i s . . u t h- s a s t s rn d i r . e t i s r t • e s rs r

: s l l s   ri ae bs s bs r f s re s s t • t hs Ns r t h .   l . r  . nt s of t hi s f i 8ht . r f . ra • p s n . t ra 

t s d i nt s S. u t h- 1Ps s t Gs z nasa t . rr i t s ry whs rs t h. y ar r i vs d . ns h. ur ahs a d • t t Ir

bs nti s r s . Ths b. abs r s , f l y i ag i a s s ut h- . as t s ra ai r . c t i sa t s o , apps ars d • v s r

th. Chann.l coa.t i  th. s at.r b.twssa Ost.ad aad atapla at 08s45 hsurs.

Ths y prs c s ds d v i a 11a1 i $ s o - Cba r l . v i l l . , Bi ag sn - 9 t ra s sbs u r  i nt s t h • ars a

• f Hs i l br b m . S tti dt ga r t , Reut l i r.8 en , Ba rl s rnh. . I a t hs i r appr os ah f l i   t t hq

at *ac lo. d t h• e i t  r s t Pf or $h . i a Prs n 10   50 hs ur s t a 11 s0 6 hs tirs t r s a t h•

. Ssutk-Hast and Di.rth-Wa t. Ths altitud. st attaak aarnntsd t• 6100 t• 670p

mstsrs. Th. tar st esuld bs lscatsd anly by •bssrvati.a thr@u h spsnin s sf

t b • c l . uds . S t ra s s b. ur e , t s s , wa s h i t br a aumti s r of bs mti s . L u ssl l s r bs . b. r

nait fl.w •T.r SwitzsrlaaQ by sistaks aad aocidsatQlly dr.ppsd its b.  s ••

Scha t t haus . a . a t h. Bh i n. . ?r a 10 s 50 hs ur . s z t lu f s ur - • ngi n. b.  nb s r un! t •

lslt ths arsa si Pisrshsia ia asrth-Na tsrn dirsetisa. Thsir last •lsasit•

l . f t t h. Chaans l s . a s t b s t ws s a Os t s ad aa d t h• msut h • f t k: 5s a a Bi *. r by

1 2 t 30 hs n rs .   s c s r t i i   h t s r uni t s rs t urni a  t • t hs i r ba s s s ws r s • ba r a d f rs a

• 09 s

.

07 hs ur s • a i a t h . a rs a s f Di naz t a;ia f r s   20 s' e : u t las a A a • f Tr i . r .

F rs a l Os SC hs nr s aa , f f t ht s r f ore s s ffi s s i sa s d t • s se . r t t hs bs abs r f e rs s • baoic

t• thsir baas• fl.w aara s ths osgst.l ssst.r batws.a Ost.ad 8ad Calais int.

as s a s i Di naa t t • as . t t h. bs abs r ai rc ra.Yt .

t oc

I a t h. at t e s lc aQai a s t Pt e r ahs i a t hs f . l l . wi n8 f . re . s w. r . e . a -

  i t t s d :
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1 60 ti . ahs r a i r mr a f t , 200 • i n gl r • ngi n. f i gkt s r a i r e r a t t , aa d I 50 t wi a - . n -

gi a • Si   t . r s i r a r a ,!'t . Th. aa me  s a cau es d by t ki e b . ab i n g r a i d w. r • a . . -

parstiv.ly littls.

I a s ddi t i s , ti s . . v. r t hs baabi ng r a i d t hs L . r i aaa ai r i s r c •

. t a t i . u . d i n Gr sat Br i t ai a car r i . d . ut t h• t . l l s  .i ng . p. r a t i . n a t

Tw. i a t r udi ag sp . r a t i . a s wi t k Typ • Thnn d. r b. i t f i   t s r s . '  • a i r -

c r a t t app r oaa h. d a t OB; ; 2 h. u r • ePer t bs Ils l c hs r . a I s l a a d , H. r t s g sab a Eh

i a t • t l. . a r s a • i Yu s n r t s r aa d a t 08 s40 h. u r s • v. r I   nui ds a , Ms pp s l , l lsp --

p.a int• th. ar.a •t Dela.s h.rat. Th.y l.tt tk. ar.a at 04s10 h.ur. .ia

Gr.aati - iss.a. Uatil 10:3b hsur. patsel sis.isar wsrr fl.wa ai.ng th. c.ast

_ b . t w. sa Ds a H. l d s r aa d Zemdv . . r t .

C. asd t asat • i t h• i pi i   t . r c. r p•
- . . w r   w r w     r     .             - r .   . +   Y   r

Th. f.ll.wing t.ra.• w.r. e..aitt.dt
.  ,  ... - .. ..  .......  ,,,,

Uaits •f ths 3rd Fight.r Divisisa in dir.atiea •! Ysaahsis aad lialas.

Uaits •f th. 7th Fightsr Divisisa ia dirtatiea ef Hsilbrsnn and B,.ntling.a

  i i a t s r .  a t i sn sa t h. i  i r s i t u a t i . i ava i l ati l • i s r . sp s e t t s

ai r c r a i t a ppr . a ehi ag sv. r 3 r̀ . ar h t . r r i t s r l wa s i nads qua t s . 1. r t hi s r . a sr ;

  ` snl y t hs uai t • • f t hs 3r d and 7t ti Bi   . t . r Di . t oi . a s ws r . . p . r a t i . nal l y u -

pl . y. d. Ths a  s r i t y • t th. t i gh t . r • •   l sy. d di d n. t sac . i a t sr saea  f . r -

oss.

T. t al et t sr t s 150 t i   t . r ai r cr at t
  , ,, ,  .   . . , .. . .  . .. - .  .   r . - - - • .. .     - -   .   _   - . - - .   . . - .   r . .

]Ca. aqr 1. . N • t 2 b. mb. r and 1 t i ght . r a i r cr a f t ;
..._..____._r . ,_- t s t a l s 3 a i r c r at t d . f i a i t . h r • h. L ci. aa .
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L.ssse +t tri.ndly fsrasas 4 siroratt,
- -----------R-• r.c.iv.d ...r
( as • t 1 Lpri l 1944  ; 17 ;0 3 1 ai rc rat t  `   &0  : ds asg. ;

k.nrs)
la sss •t psrssaa.ls 1 killsd,

4  dssin .

wsath.r e.nditi•as= 3j10 t• 10/10 shallsw stratus cl.uds st 800  tp t•
-   +           M     r        

1b00 . . t . r . , a'i . vs t h. . s . di ua - hi   and hi g1  e l s nds .

B.uth si th. lia. Stuttisrt - Iiur.ab.re 10/10 alsudd

a t ai t i t ttd. . • t 200 t • 300 a. t ar . wi t h 1 ! dkt s n.   t al l .

9pscial int.rmatisa: a.r  int.llidaua• lat.r issusd ths f.llswias etats-
- - - - -   - - - ____  - - - -

ms t l a rs sp . a t t • t hs / '. . . r i cas at t ack . n 1 J p r i l :

• Th. attack wss int.ndcd to  i  th. ah. rical plant• at

Ludd Q. haf . a and wa s t + ti • s a rr i . a . z t a a a a. . rdi s a-

t . d s s t i . i ot t h+ and and 3rd 3 .   . r Di  ri s i ens . Th.

a z i t s • t t h. 3rd Da ti . r Di • i . i s , h. ws . . r , w. r s • r d. rsl

baak .a aac.ne t •t th. bad w.ath.r asnditiss. ii tys

ar.4 •t Dsnkirh. It   s th. tirsE tia. that th• 2ad D.. -

bsr Oi.isi.n sperat.d al+n. ev.r tk. Bsioh s tsrritsrl.

lbsnt 180 Typs Litisrat.r b.atisrs r.aehed th. ar.4 atis •

th. tari+t. Trach aircrett aarri d a Ds b l+ad .t 1,9 

t.ns.

  .
) Th. l a s r i a . n   t t aa1  . a St s y r and Brue kj Liur . n 2   r i l 1944

- r   r w       a   r   r         .  {Bs • . ks t sks lu re. ai r ds f snss , suppl sm.  et 162 l )

Th.   ns nqr Zt t . rt

6t ar ti ag t r. a t h.   s ri e on ai r Daas i i I t al y 400 b. mb. ra , 200

si n,  .t e- engi as . ad 100 t wi n- sn  ins t i s ht srs r. achsd t h. ar. as et l   ra. and
.
S.ai baa h

at 10:00 h.urs.
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Th. s t t acki a   f . rc . a p r . as d. d i n a . r t h. rn d i r . c t i s n rat d. d ar s s ar at pl s t4t •

at  rack .n ths Yur Aiv.r snd at St.yr. a saal2.r l.ro. r.l.aaed its ba  bs

. n Li a z . n t h. Danti h. Ri s r . Tlu ti . :rb. rs b. gaaa t iw i r r t urn Zl i   t Yrs a t hs

tar .t ar a at 11s20 •h.urs. Th. last r.tnraiag   t t.rnsti.a wa. Plyiag

. v . r t1 ag+  nt li rt i a s sn t h. rn di r . e t i . a a t l l t 37 Ya r s . Tk. l a. M o aa b. ab. r

a t t,aeks w. r . di sp . r s . a b r s t r. a   (L r   n Yi s ht . r do l e s s. . . I n t h. t a r  r t ars a

unds r a ti t aok a. di us das+o  . rra s c a.ns . d t s i a dns t r i al i ns t al l a t i . n s s a d l i   t

daaa  .   s i af l i  et . d ssa L. n N s . Th. s mp]  s i o • f t hs a t t as k .ra s pl a c . d . n

t h. bal l - ba ri a  pl aa t s and t h. Dei nl . r a. t . r pl en t s at 8t . yr .

C. aai t a. at . f t h. I Fi   t sr C. rp•
    N M     Y        

3'h. f s l l . wta  _' a c e4 R. ra •   qol . y. d:•
  ____..__    _____

Uni t s of t lu 3rd Fi gLt s r   i vi s i sn t rs m t h. ars . t Frsn.'-  rt i a

di r. c t i . n . !   . l e .
.f

Oni t 4 t a a t h. 7 t i  Fi   t . r Di vi s i . n t r . a t h. ar sa • t Bs . a r i a

i a di r . c t i s a . ! Pas s an ana Sal sbw rs and f r . m t b . a r . a • t ? i . nna

ia dirsetia s! araz.

O. . d . i . i bi l i t j a t 1 i   h aJ.t i t   s and cl w dl . as R. a t b. r   d. i t pa s i bl • t •

. nYa  . al l Y. rca . a pl . y . d i a a. mv a t .

•
T. t al . f f . r t : 22 6 s i n  l s - and t wi n- . n t i n. f 1; ht . r a.
- - - - - - - - -   . - -   . y w         w     . a -   . . . . ..  . n. .     - -   , . ,w     -   .. .    

lCa . a r l a s s s c 34 bs s bs r a and 3 =i   ht er s ;
.._.._  ..__  .  t hat i s:

t 3? ai r ar af t d. f i n i t s 2y she t dowa .

d bsia.ra  r+bably eh.t d.wn.

;.or . . v* r :
---------

1 'b. mb. r s  . t dos n ti y an t i ai rc rat t s r t i l l . r3r.
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L. s s   s e t i r i ea dl y t e roe   = 12 a i r c r a t t

----------------------.  ..- received
( a a e t 3 l p r i l 1944 , 10 : 00 h su r a ) 8 a i r c r a f t et . r 60 

.'d8a ag e .

La e. . et pers. ma. l s b ld l l . d ,

2  reunded,
I o a.: s ei eg .

 ssther cendttisas: O110 t• 4/10 ahallarr stratus c'_.uns •i 1004 up t•  000
  - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -

- m.ters. In the La.rg.t ar.a cleudlese, goed .ieitiility.

9p. ci al Sat . r sat i . as l . rr n i n t . l l i ` . a ce l nt er i a ued *.h• f sl l . . i ng s t a t .  +ent
    - - - - - -     - w -   - . . - -  

: ~  e ep . c t t • t h e l r r i aa n at t aek en 2 Jlp r i l   9 dt :

Tb • a ,t Laek   ra s p r i mar i l y i n t . nd. d t • hi t t h. bs l l - b . a r i  
 

p l s  t s an d t Ls  . e t e r p l aa t s a t S t ejrr . I t wa s f l .   a t al t i

t ti da • f 6700 t e '70 00 o t . rs wi t h. n t • s pl . y i ae p a t l  i n d . r

i er ce s . Owl
.ng t . t lm. s t r . ng (  r r a det ea s s s t lu at t aok

  s a . t t u l l ;,  . f f ec t i v e . J 11 t i g ht . r t . rc . . ( Pypl s Tk s r

d. r b . l t aa d Li gh t a i ng ) a . a i l ab l • s t t h s /l:ne r i -

cen a3r ba s e v . r . c . :   i t t ed t . r e so . r t p u r p e s e a . Tlu a . r -

  a.n t i gb t . r de f . n . a wh i s ll a  c . . d. d t b• e=pec ta t i . a s . t

t hs ti . ahe r c r ews • agag . d t he ti e ab. r t e ro • t or t h • f i r s t

  t i r i a a re a • t Ud i n e . Th • c l i s a z • t t h . a i r b e t t l • wa a

ev.r the ta ĝ.t area. Th• aatiaircratt sstillery tir•

r:a s t e r r d i n e c ca r a t • by t h e b e nb . r c r . ws . Th r . e b. mb er

a i r c r a f t • s r • l a t ci ae t • c el l i 0l . a i n t h e a i r airi . ng i a e

t r . u ol . .
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  . ) 2u e . :   ar i cxn h t t a c k . a Budgp a t on 3 J1p r i 1 194,:

- - -   r   r - Y .     -   r   - - -     M - / . r     1 . r     .     -   .   4 .   +     -     . - r       r . .

( B  s ske t ol  t h. ms a i r de f w . • , s tip pl . m . a t 1 6  )

$ u e   y Bf f . r t
  r r - . .     .      

at 10 :15 h.ur. uaclsar rsp.rt• w.r. reo.iv.d .n llaericas sSl.n-

s3v lerces approachind s9er Crsa*isu in nerthsrn dirsatiei. Ia th. ar.a

ef Lake   Bal a t on i s wa s ob. o r vod t Yat 200 b o a b . r a i r c r a i t t ur ns d *a   ut

int. n.rth-.aster» dir.otisn. Thoir .b  ctive aas th• aircra_
*t   ia-

ciu s t r j i n t he a r ee . f   udap a t wn. r . h. a vy d,ea. s g s wa s i nf l i e t ed s a i a du. -

trial inatallati.a.. Tho bo.h.rs loft th. targ.t area in ssuthsra and ssuth-
• •ast.ra dirscti.ns. Th• last report sn th. poeitien •Y th.ws aircraft svsr

S. u t ha r n Hun  a r y  ra s t i Dat d 11 ; 1 5. 160 t wi n- . ng i n e t i gh t t r s  ee re eb s erve d s s

ose.rting tho b.absrs in ths ar.a •= Budapsst.

C. a  i t a s a t . f t h s I Fi e ht s r Cs rp s
  1  .     .   - -       y - - - -       M     -   -   - - -   .   -

Th. tell.wine forc.s wer• •mpl.ysd;
  r . . . . - . . - -   r -   - .     . . -     - - r . . - r   . . .   +   Y .  

L'ni t • • t t h. 7 t h 1'i s h t s r Di Ti s i . a  

f r . a t hs ar s a • ! Bav ar i a i n di r   s t 3  n et Pa ss au s nd Li ms ,

S f r . a t h • a rs a s ! Vi s nna i n d i r . c t i . a . f La  oe Bal at on amd

' Budape et .

I t aa s a . t p . a i bl • t • oapl . y t h. a. al l al l . f or aa t y s t e  aat i aal l y , s i ae •

i az . r  +e t i ea  r ees i . . d oa t hs a i r s i t ua t i en vras • z t r .   ol y c or•i u s i n  .
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•

  •
 

 

 

T. t al . Y  . r t s 2.03 s i   l e- aad t Wi n- . n  f n. t i   h t . r a . f   hi s h . n2y 68 ri s t l s -
- - _...______.. 

sn  i nr f i   ,ht   r s wrr. . ng,a  . d i a c. aha ti .

Bn. a r Z. . p . : 2 l . al . r a i r ar . f t d. t i n i t . l y r k . t d. wn.
  r _   M           r r

La $  s . f t r i   a d l y t . rc     :
- - - - - _- - - - - -   ____  ..  .. 3 ai r ar a t t ;
( a s • f 4   p r 31 1 944 , 10 :00 h. u r r )

  l a s a • t p. r r snn . l   3   Sss i n  .
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6.} /Laerican Strafing Raids .n Airtisld• in th. x.iah s Territ.ry ea
  r   +           r             +   r   + .     + .       r       r N - M N   1  I     .  + r   M .    r -   .   N S   r   -

5 Jlp r i l 1944

--__---------

(Se• sk.tah:hem. 41r d.fens., suppl.aent 164i}

g a . aqr   f f . r t
r + . .     . . r . r .   +

I t rra • t   t i r at t i r t   t t h • l m. r i can ai r i . r a • s t a t i . Qed i a

Gr.at Britais e.nduatsd a ,ra,j.r
figYt.r eperatiei agsin$t airti.ld. ia tlu

8. 14h   s t er r i t er y . Ua der wea th . r s . adi t i . a s unf av. r abl • t . r d. f . as i   • ae t i •

a Serae •! a tetal •tr.ngth e! 80 einglw ngiae   aad 70 twin-.ngiae
•

f i gri t . r s a t t a c ja d a i r t i s l da i n t h . a r ea a e f Sa l zu+del , Haans Tar , ldegd. bn r g ,

Br aa d. nbu r g , S t u t t ga r t , Ys ud n g. a , t iu n i s h , an d >ug sbu r g . BT t ha  t l. e

l . rr- l . s l s t r a f i ng a t t a ek . h ea . y da ma,ge a w. r . i nt l l c t . d ea a1 1. t ?p a e t

gr . ua d . d a i r c r a f t . a n i a . a i r l i s l d s .

Th • I   . r i c aa f i g  t . r r a i da w. r . e a du a t . d a s f . l l . w. t

b.ginning at
L t e t al o! 70 f i gh t . r a i r c r a f t ap p r . aa h ed i a t we v a. . e =̀s a a

1 3 c1 0 h. u r s . Th . f i r s t Wa v e eppr eaah . d v i s Os t . nd , Tr i . r , ldea nh. i i . a  t t •

- 8a r l s r nh. l r e n wh. r . t h e a i r a r s 2 t e t a r t . d t m. i r r e t ur a f l i gii t . Th. s . a ea d

.av. pr.c..d.d ia s.uth-.est.rn dir.ati.n t• t3 • ar.a .t Stuttgart. Jngsbnc6 

an d 1lan i ch aa a r . t u r n ecL  ri e. H. i l   r ean , liennh. i a , l nt  . . r p , St r a a b . u r g , aa d

Charl.ville. Pstr.l  iaaians w.r. flewn al.ng th. asast b.tA..n H.yat asd

B . n l .   • t i l l 17 s00 h. u r s .

A.ginninB at 13s40 k.urs, a t.tn1 •t 80 ftgbt.r a rcralt appr.a-

ch . d • v er t h . Du t e h a ea s t b . t w. a t Ds n H. I d . r a nd a e t t e r da m. Tk.   p r ea . . d . d
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i n • a s t . rn di r . e t i . n v i a t h • l i nt . i u. n s t . r - P. cht a , r . ut h of Hi l d. . h. i a -

Ftana.vsr, and Balb.rstadt - a.uth •t 8raunrohw.i . Th. l.a  .t pen.trati.a

.btaia.d ia •a.t.ra direeti  xas Lusla aa  d• - B.rlia.

Trl .   +. a t s . f t h. s e uni t s r . t urn . d f r . a t h • ar ra  [urus t . r , O. aa'  r u.. eY. Th. baUc

. f t h . t . rc • r . t urn. d ! r s t ?a• ar  a • t B. rl i a i a R. . t . rn di r . c t i . n .

Li s r i . n a w. r . f l .   ac ra r t 1  . a. as t b . t w. . n D. n H. l a. r and t h. I r l ea d • !

  s l ch . r . r:.  i l l 17 s00 h. ur s .

Th. f f   ht . r ei rc rai t appr . aek. d at sn al t i tu3. • f 9000 e. t . r s and 4arri . d

• nt th. i r 1. . --1. 9. 1 dt t aclro at an al t i tuci.. • f 300 . . t . rs .

C. a rd t   . a t . t t hs I Fi   ht . r C. rpr •
  N     - - r   -     \ - -   -     M       7 1   -     .     1

had b. A•
36 t i   t . r ai rc ra  t wk i mh a  a i a a s ta t • . ! pl . r t rr. r • • s p2 o;;eu   y t   '

1 at a u 1 7 t k D'i   t . r Di . i . i . a r •

Sn.  p l . r . . r : 3 Typ• ltus t ea s f i Hht . r a l rc raf t w. r. d. f i a i t . l y ahs t d. wn .
  - - - -         - N

L.se.• •f tri.ndly forc.r: 1 airaralt r.c.i..d .v.r 60  dama;..
  Y -   Y - -     - Y  

L. r    . . f p  rr. an. l : n. n. .

•
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6.   l msri se a   t t aar sa aras •a 6 1p r i 1 1944
  -   +   .     . . r . .   r -

( S. • s c. t e h : h. m. s i s ds f s as . , s upp l s   s t 164 1)

Zas s y Bf i ar t
_..«   . .- .   

Ua Q. r • a t r . ais l y ba d w.   t y s r c .   di t i s a s t h. l r s r i s sa ai r t . r s •

   statisn.d la Italy e.nduet.d an air raid .a (}ras .aplsyia  120

bs 8ti . r s , 30 s i ni l s - . a  i a . .  a d 30 t wi a- . n  i a • f i   t s r s . Ths y t s . k t hs a i r s s

r . u t e vi a Cr va t i a • s ti hs i r a ppr . ac k artd r . t u r n t l i   h t . ? hs ma,  . r i t y s t t h .

b. rb . h i t . p . a t . r r a i s . Onl , r l i nd t . d da veS. t • bui l di n  s wa s i af l i c t s d • s

th. aity .f Grss.

  Cs r 3,t asat • f t hs I Fi   ht . r C. rps  
      4 -     .     .  .     .     .     .     . -     w . /   1 M / .  

107 s i n  2. - . r d t wi a - s   a i n. i i   t . r a . Y t Y. 7 t h   i   t . r Di r i s i a

w. rs a . a ; d t t s d. C ri n g t • t hs ti ad * s a t hs r c . n di t i on s . n l y a 2 1id t . d nna ti . r . t

f i   h t . r s . ns . uz t . r . d t h •   s r i oan a t t aok. r s i n t h. ar. a • f Gr a z .

  n. qy La ss s c 3 ti . ati . r and 2 f i   t s r s i r a r a t t ;
w   r   .Y   ..     .

t ha t i s : 8 s i r c r a t t 3a f i a i t s l y sh. t d . wi .

1 a i r a r a t t p r . b ati l p s h. t d .  m .

.
  La s s s s t F r i . nd l y F. res s : 1 s i a  2• - s agi a . f i ght s r .

w   + v  .     -     + ..    
1 a i r e r a t t r s s . i a d • v. r 60;$ da s s s . .

La s s e . t p . r s . a n. l : 1   i . . i  

Spss i al I nf . r . at i . a t Ths 1oti   t e r. s s • t t h• i r sn ar a s was awardsd t •
..    ____________- ..

Ob. r f . l dw. b. l   hrsnb. r  s r . i 6t h Bquadr. n/ 8al d l 'i s ht sr

  i s  and t .

Ob s r l . l dws Ls l As l l wod+s • i 5t h $ quadrs n / 53r d F i   k t t r

Ki n  a i 6   p r i l 1944 .
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P H 0 T 0 0 ?

` Olr. rt . l dw. b. l R. l l . ad. • f 5th 8qus dr. n  53rd Fi eht . r   fi ai
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7.) ls.riaaa a.c.aasiss8aso Oporsti.ne .n 7 4? ril 2544
A       .                       1     N     i       N     .   M     1 +         N   N N    

snl ,9r sn . r t
  __________

In s it• •S seath.r esnditi.ns fav.ratilo f.r •fftnsir. austioz

n • l a r   . - s c a2 o a t t ec k wa s c . n duc t od by t h • J1nr. r i caa a i r f a r es s . • ntts h s r

. f Typ • 1[a qu i t • a i r c r a t t . nl y f l . w rs c . nu  i s s aac •   i s s i . n s s T. r t k . $ . i eh  

t rrit.ry.

C.   ai t   . a t • : t h . I F 1  t o r C. r p s s Ss v s r a l f i gh t s r a.i r c r a f t .
-------- -----------------------

s n. apr La s s a : 1 Typ o ita qu i t . r . a. ana i s s ans • a i r c r a t t ds f i a i t s l y s ks t dowi•
    __..  _  ..

L. . a . o! l 'r i oa dl y F or c . s : non . .
- - - - - _ _ M . .     L N   . . _   _ _ _ . . . .  

•
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S . ) Th . 4 u+. r i e s a Lt t a  ak s a Brauns ahws i g a nd en Ili r f i . l d e i n t l. . 8 . i ch   s
  -       -   w   M w   N       w         r -         N .             -   - - M   - 4 N     -   -   . f   .   -   M   -    T. r r i t . r y . x 8 Lp r i l 1944

    M N r -   .   M .             A             . 

( 8 ao s k. t ch s h.  o . s i r d . t . n eo , s upp l os+oa t 1 651)

  a . e;y ]CPf . r t
- -     Y       r -

B: gi a ni a $ a t 1 2 s00 h. ur . • t ri a s   o. r i can f i 6h t . r t . r c. s i a t r nd -
llYiag

• d vi a H. l l an d` . v or t ho o. a s t a l e. a t . r • f D. n S. l d . r aa d 1  . r dwi
,
  k aa d   s z

•vor th. a.uth •f ths Soho3d. 81 or. Th y proo..d.d in east.rn roaooctiv.l 
in

eou t h . a a t . r n di r oc t i on 't • t lu a r a a of Haa noT. r ,
Br ol+ . a a s w. l l a s i n t • t h •

ar.a •f Tri.r ond B.bl.uz wh.re th.y carried out strafing attaaks  i 23 air-

,
  f i ol ds .  Lt t h . s a ar t i w S00   me r i aa n ti c rr b or a i r c r a f t e f t h . 2nd ea d 3r d
_

 eaber Divisioas •se.rtod tiy str.ng fightor tores• cr...od th. Dutch c.a.t

b . t w. . n t h. i s l ea d • f T. z . l a n d ;a©r dwi   k . 1'l y i ag i n • a . t or n d i r . e t i ea t hey

r es ,a h. d t h • a r . a • = 1 a,gd. bur g an d Br aw  s e hwe 3e . Th • ms  e r i t y • S t h. f . u r -

• ng i a • ti e seb or f er o• b . . b . d , wi t h nn ob s t r ua t s 8 vi s i on • f t h • g r . und , ar ma -

r, . n t p l aa t s a t Br aun a ch w. i g . Sma l l or ua i t s r . l e a o. d t h . i r ba b e on a i r f i s l b

: t i n t h s a r . a • i b r au n s chw. i g , Br . man , aa d B,h . i n • a e wol l s s . n 34 v i l l a , -

goa in tke area s r.vad Hrauneshwoig. Ths tieabing attaok oa Braunsch .ig in-

  f l i c t . d   . d i u m ds   e .
. n b u31d i n 6 e s n d i n du a t r i al i n s t a l l a t i . n s . .

Th. f ol l e -

ari ng w. r . t he r e aul t o e f t h . b a bi u g e a d s t r a f i ng a t t a c k s a ga i n e t t h o a i ri -

f i ol ds s

4 hea vi l y Ba IDe:gi d l andi a  ; f i . l da ,

7 2 d. s t r . y . d a i r c r a f t e f a l l t ypa an a

48 d$ma .d airaratt.

Boginning at 14tG4 h.ur. tho  .ur.ricaa b.r  .r units left the aroa •f

Br aun echR. i g i a we s t . r n ea d n e r t h- w. s t . r n di r . c t i . n . P a Lr . l f l i s h t s • vor
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t he a r . a b . t w. en t he i sl s nd • t Bor lru a an d t h• e . u t t , e i t h . Se h. l d • Ri w. r

w. re . b ae r v . d t i l l 16 : 20 h ou r r . To t ,r e t t h . r . t u r n i ng b .   b . r a i r . r a t t f e r

• s c or t p w p a a , s e v. r e l t i gh t . r un i t s h ad , b   i an i n g a t 1 3 t 30 h . u r s , s  
i n t r ud. d
ssti tsi via H.lland nnd had partially rea,ched tb• berder .f th• B.ich.

G. r maa e s t i os t a s h . ws d t ha t t h . t . t a 1 r t r . ng t h • t f i   h Ler a i r c r a f t whi eh

p ar t i a i p a t . d i n t l. . 2a r e e- s ca l s a t t ac k . n Br aun s c hwe i g a meua t ed t . 44 0 s i n-

gle-.ngias and 250 twin-.nein• fight rs.

On 8  pril e,forc• •f Typ. W.lliagt.a hoab.rs a a.rt.d tiy Typ•

Spitfir. fight.rs csrri.d .ut, tor th• first ti ., a da,yti +e attaak .n tar-

b . t e i n Yu g a l a . i a .

i C. .   t n,. n t • f t h . I   'i   ct s r Corp s
  . . A - - -   r -   -       -     A - . . -   . .     .   . . w        

The f . l l . wi n,g f e r c . s wer e e IDpl . y . d s
- - - - - - - - - - - _- -.- - - - ______._._._.  _.....____.

Unita of th• lst 3 igkt.r Diviei.n in dir.ctien .t Eraunschw.ig,

units •f the 2nd Fi  t.r Divisiex in dir.ctien •f Hilde.h.la,

un i t • • f t h . 3r d Tt̀i gh t . r Di . i a i . a i n d i r . c t i r a e f Di op h. l z , Br e aren ,

and Breunrchw.ig ,

u its •f the 7th  'ighter Di9laien in directi.a .f Brsuns¢hw.ig.

 
  l b i t t . r e i r ba t t l • de   +s l .  p . d i n t h . a r . a e t Br au ns ahw. i g and Hana . . . r

during  rhich b.th cid.s euft.red easualties. TYe  w rioau fighter rperatis •

•v.r G.ra em landiag fi.lds inflictsd additi.nal ce rualti.s •n th. G.r aa

f . r esr .

T.tal EtYsrt: 417 sin$1.- and twi  ongin• fighters
  N -   - - - -   M   - -   .             w   -   -   -   .   -   s .   - - -   - - - -     -   r  
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L a . aqr L. s . • t 39 U. ah. rs ea d 31 t i di t . r a;
  .._..,, _..._

t hs  t i . :   0 a i r c r a f t d . t i n i t . l y ah. t d. wn .

28 bo r:b. r s a nd 1 f l.
  t . r ;

ths t i s s 29 ai rcrat t pr . ba,b l y sii. t d. . a .

d
Ls s a a • S Fri i ri l ,  F. rc . a: 3 6 a i r c r a f t ,.
.   . . r r r w r r   r r . .   r r r . . M

34 ai rar  t't r s . i v. d . v. r 60  danag. ,( as . f 9 Jlp r i l 1944 , 12:00 h  ur ` )
La a   s • t p. ru aa   l :

S kill.d,

14  .uaded,

36   i a i   .

!
4 oath.r C.ndition.: 6f10 ti:9/10 up42.pin  al.ud.,
- - -   - - - - - - - - - - - --- - -

U.tt.a o.iliai : 5000  .t.re,

i n S. ut h . rn (3. r me  ,y
f . e s and hi   h f . e s ,

. a . t . f t b.   l b. Ri . r r a l . udl . s . .
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Sp . c i a l I nf . r ,oa t i . u
`   Y Y - - N N M - - _  

  . ) a l f . c t • f t h .   t taolu . n t h. J i r i i . l d  i a t h. $ . i cb ' a T. rri t . r r . n
- -   - N N - - - - -   M   i - -     -   - - -   - M . M - M   F f ""     

8 .tp r i l 1944
-   -   - Y - i / 1 

I  i r f i . l d D  s t r . y . d l i r c r a t t Da  p d  l i r c r a f t C. n d i t i . n . t l i r Pi  d

-   r   w     r - -       - -   .-   - - - - r w     -     r .   r   - -       +   +

Qti ak . a  br   . at 18 - bl . c ln d

g. t a   i 4 1 a l . a r f . r l and i n 

C. 11• 7 3   

w''a dgti a -Braun. uhrr. i   - 1 "

Braua . ah  . i   -8 r . i $. a 8 10 "

  c h ,. r 8 7 ti 1 . 0k   d

  d . nb u r e 2 2 "

8. s  p• 3 3 "

fl ati a . v . r - L md+aha$ . a 1 4 ol . a r t or l aa d i n i

11. w. n d. r ! 6 ? p

fl u s t . dt n. a r C. 11. 11 - "

D. d. l s d. r t -   "

Tri r-aur a 7 - a

I+i   ur e --- - N

Dt. r sh  s• a - - a

_ ..l   f . d. r mn di     

• i l . r t el.s - - °

    . . - .   . . r . + r w . rM w - -   N   . . . -     . .   . . - - -   M     M - - r - .   -   r w - - -     - - -     - - w - M - r - - -   - .      

T  t     7 a 4 6 4 b l . a lo. d a i r t i . l d .
w .           - - - -   r . . - - r r   ..   r   . .   +t -
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r i
- zs-

ti . } Oa 8 llp r i l 1944 Ob. rl . ut naa t Z. e rn . a  , C. aa ea di ng Ot f : e . r • t th.

lat 3quedr.n llth Figbt.r Win , a:ter having aucc.e.fully bail.d .ut with

a   rae hui . , di . d • f i .+,;  : : e a i :.v;;.r r su i a i : e rc • s i r b  ti t l . .  i e a aa 1 26

ds wn. d ens   wi rc re  t t • hi s c r. di t and had b. s n a +ra rd. d t Y. addi t i . n . t

t h. • ekl . at c l us t . r t • t h. laai   ht c ros s c f t h. i r. a cr a s .

a . } On E llp r i l 194 4

8 aup t r  nu f3r i sl a wQki , C. a aandi ne Ot f i c . r • f t h. l at br . up  l . t Fi gkt . r

 li na , wa o r    ar d. d t h. . ddi t i . a • i t h. • akl . at ol n s t . r t • t h. 1a ii   t

cr . se • f t h. i r . a cr a s

and
 

W   . r Sp . c } t , l l t k ] 'i eht . r '  i n  , e  a a r  rd. d t h. l  i ght ar . s s • t t h.

i r . n or a s.

_
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+ _
 

9. ) J s ri can   t t aok . a Ai r¢rat t Pl ant s at P. sn  , 4. t . a .haf . n, L̀ari . aburg ,
. .   r . r     r   r .      . .   .   -   - - w     - r - r     - r         r

aad Tut.. ea 9 Lpril 1944

.   - - r       -   r -         -       -     -  

(S. • sk. t ch: h. . . ai r d.. f . as • , n rppl . . . at l fi 6 i )

Bn. apr Bf f . * t .
  __._,_    .

B. gi zni ng at 09 s31 h. nr s s#rsn  i  sri aaa ai r t e rc. s wer. s. s

i ntrudi ag  .  o    170 ki l . as t . r s n. rt h- . . at . f t h. i s l aad . f T. z. l i l yi ng i i

s s . t . rn di r. a t i . a . 500 b. nb. r ai rc rat t a asrt ed ti y . t r. ng l l Eht sr t . rce •
, acrsss

c ra s . d t k. s . u t h . rn  i. r t h S. a And f l ow as t t h. w. s t c . a s t . t Jut l s ad b 
w.r•

be t rrs e i  Iti svw aa d Hei d. . Cs nt i uui ag t he i r f l i ght t ba . f . rw s   di . i ded a s

• f e l l . ws t  

N.rthern unit• tlying in .aat.rn dir.cti.a ...r th• island .! Laa -

l and i a t • t ho a r . a s i t h. >  . t Dan s i g , iCs n i g s   o rg/ Ba et Prn as i a , . ud lLa-

r i . nbn  ra t . a t t a ak t h . a i rc raf t pl a n t s at G. t . nhaf . n aad lla r i . nbur g .

S. u ths ra uni 'Cs f l y i ng s c r a s t h. By • t Lns b. ak ,   t he i sl aad

• t Ru. aw , t h. ?a  • t ti• ald . nti ur g i n s out L- e a s t . rn di r. e t i . n ti s at t a ck Pa -

na a aa d s er e s s t h. Bay o! Isi. b. c k an. l Ra t . c k t s a t t aak ? u.t ow . ad Rar n.  en. n-

  d s .

P.. ta rni ng t • t h. i r ba s. s t h. s i r   raf t us . d t h. i . 1l . wi nE r .  n t . s s

B s ai nai n  a t 13 : a6 h. ur s t hs ad r eraS t f l ew i a+s a t hs Ba,y • f Dea -
•ia

$i c i n R. s t . ra d i r . c t i . a i  s a t h • i s l and o f B. rnl  . 1 $ , t h. s . ut he rn corns r

• f Zea l aa d , t h. i s l u d . f a. . p s ad ac r a s t h. Bs y • i tt. c lrl . abure , th• Bs y

. f Lue b. ck , and Bl b• Bs t ns  y .

Rs gi na i n  'a t 13 s35 h. u r s i n nor t lr . a t e rn di r . c t i . n ac r . s s t h.

S t . t t i ae r Hat t and t h. Bs  r • f lle c k2e nburg .
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B.   i nni n  a t 12 :0 7 h. ur . t h . ai rc ra f t f 1 . W f ra t h. Pa +. rani an Be  r ac r a s

t h. l i nes Lw beok - Sa l $ red. l , Haanw er - Ws s . rsa end. , B. oh. l t - areni n-
  s tue.ry

g.n aad t Sch.ld. lt  i - island .f T.zel.

# , t
16;38 h.nr. tk.

b. ab . r s *hi ch had l s i t l a s t w. r • i l y i ng n . r t h • f t he i s l aad I a . l aa d.

L•ec . rd i ng t . a . r maa r . po rt s t h. 1 a. r i 4aa b. abs r a i rc rat t w. r.

• sc . r t . d bT 400 ai agl s - s ngi ne and 260 twi n- . ng i n. f i ght . r s . Tb t f i gl t . r

. p. ra t i . u s w. ra a . ndna t . d aa f ®l l . vrs :

1' . g i s z:i ag a t 05 t 36 h. ur s ss v. ral Si gh L. r uni t s app rraahad

il
,y
iag in eastarn dlr.ati.  a1.ng ths West and $ast lìrisian island.

 
t• th.   .t Relia.land and Ln.b.cY t• c...r the b..b.r iere• t• yi .

a.nth and t• earry .ut l.w-2t .1 att aa]ce •n airii.3ds in th• ar.a •t the

Baltic g.a c.ast.

B. gi a ni ng a t 11 : 09 h. ur s se os r s l f i pfi t s r uni t s i nt r ud. d i n

•a.tern dirsati.n and cra e d  h. lin.e 1las.a - Ling.n, Sl.ppenturg -

 tind.n, 9.ltau - Cs12• t• pr.a..d iat. th. ar.a Lueneburg, Se.la sd.2,

B ravn echw. i g , and Br. m. a whar • t h. r w. r • t • va. . t t h. r . t urn i ne b . mb. r s .

S i mul t a ns us l y , s t raf i ag a t t a cks ws r . c endu  t . d • a a mis ber • f a i rt i . l d s
•

i n t bi .  •r N .

Eegian.
ing at 14:00 h.urs a.vrral fiRht.r units intrud.d via

t h. i s l aael • f H. l i gol aud , Hnsnm, lCi . l , and t h. i . l aa d . f B• ha r ra i nt .

t h. a ns a • t S t ra.l s nad t • a. . t t L•   e t   ni ng bes bs r . .

T.. .   s .   i s a n beu b. r at i, ,tic lcs i nf l i c t . d h. avy da a  e . n t he

a i rc rat t pl a,n t s at   ari enburg , P. s . n , G. t enhaf en , Tnt . w, 8a d Ola rnes nen3 t .
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M. di  u. da . a g a   a i ni l i c t ++d oa g r w adod s i r c r a t t • * a1 1 t yo s s b  t k •

.trating attaclcs agsia.t air i.lds.

Coaadt a. nt • t t   • I Fi   t . r r ^rpa
.   - .       - - M N   r     .         -

Th. l . l l . wi n t t . rc.   w. *. • apl . y ads
        . .     .   - .   r   . . . .   - - .  . . . . r r   w   . r   r       -

na  t s . f t b. l . t pi  rht . r ni vi si . a i n di rsAt i sn of g i . 1 ,

u n i t s sP t h . Za d F i   t o r Di vi • i . n i n di rs   t i .   • t Hs usu . a s t s r ,

w its o! ths :;r  Fi  t.r nivisi.n in dir.ctl•n .t H.li uland and

enra. •. is. .
  On a . . c . a d d a i . n s l . a s t s .   e l l di • i +et s a • w. r s • . pl o r. d aa at s a t

i n d i r . c t i . n . ! Fl s n s bu.r g s   i n   t rs t urni ng b. nh. r a i r c r at t .

'"he a .   bs t un i t s . t t h• 2n  r a d 3r d Fl gh t . r fl i 4l s i oh s w.   s • n  e .   i n

c .   bat wi t ti " r r i ce n t i   t . r s a l r . a dy i n t h. a rs a . * Ra abnr e and Zl b• a s -

t ua r at .

'".t l g*f. t  354 aingl.- an  taln-ingia. tiebt.rs.
- - - - - - - - ._..--__

g ns ,  r L. • . . s t 24 br nb . r s a n  5 n EYt . r s :
  s       +   r         r

  t h  t i s   2Q a i r   *   { t d. * i isi t . l r s lte t As wn .

7 ba bsrs ead 1 iighter;

t h• t   s : A a i *i' r e f t p r s bs bl v ehs t d• wn .

La s o s s t * *l . n  l v * • *   . • : 13 a i r c r e l t ,
  .   . . . r   M   . w . - - M  

12 a i r ar af t r s+ sl . . d . . . r 60  dwa er . .

L• s *a . t ps r s ona . l : 3 ]d 1 1. " .

7 rh un l. d ,

1:  adssi e  .
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 ';eather Condi t i ons : I rregul ar hi gh upal opi ng cl ouds .

D  se hi gh  l.t i t ude haze .

9
Spe ci al I nf or r, at i on : Duri ng t h e at t ack on   nr i l RAF s quadron s wer e , e  lui p-
- - - -
ped wi t h Type   :ust a ng a i r cr af t , i or t he f i r   t t i

.me e   pl oye cl ove r l ar g e area

 

i
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10 . ) l  aeri can Fi.ght e r B omber At t ack on 5i el ef el d on 10   pr i 1 1944

(   ee s ket ch : home ai r d ePen ae , suppl eme nt 167 )

Enemy Effort

  w ____
 ours ,At 1 5 : 0 5' a t ot al of 80 f i gh t er s appro a chi ng abaut 10( ki l ome t e r s

v e s t o f I jmui den iyer e l ocat ed bp radi o di r ect i on f i ndi ng . The f i ght er - bom-

be r s cr os s ed t he Dut c h c oa s t be t  nee n .  e rg en op Zoom an d i'i cx  wi j k i n ea st ern

di r ect i on .   ;hi l e 1  0 Type Thunde r bol t ai r craf t bombe d Bi e l ef e l d ': ype Li ght -

ni ng f i g ht e rs c ove red t he oper at i m i n t h e are a i  i enbur g ,
Han rwve r , and

C ade rborn . Fr om 1 5 : 55 ho ur s on  +11 f i gta e r a i r cr af t were on t hei r r•e t u rn
•

f l i g  t i n v e st er n d i r ec t i on. They cr oG4e d t he c oa s t bet ween Bergen op   .oom

and t he mout h o f t he Sche ld e  ' i ve r t i l l 1 7 : C  ) hou r s . They f l ev  at dn a l t i -

t  x  e of 5 500 net e rs . Li ght damage   nly ws s br ouEt a  :b out i n Pi el e f el d .

Commi t ment o   t r.e I Fi gla e r Car ps
- -       ____.._- ...__- - __- - - - -

Unde r  weat he r c ondi t i ons uc  f avorabl e f or def ens i v e ac t i on 30

f i a  t er a i r cr a f t whi ch i-:ad bee n i n a Gt at e o f al er t we re empl o yed by t he

3r d Fi ght e r   i vi si an .
•

En e   ,y
Lo s se s :R  o e nerr{y l o ^se s we r e obs e rved .

  ____

Loc s e s of Fri e ndl y For ce s : idone .
      M     -     - -   . - - - - - - - - - -
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11 .
)   mer i can At t a cks on Ro st ock , St e t t i n , Ber nbur g , a nd Os che r•sl ebe n

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     __         - - - -     ____-  
on 11 Npr i l 19 44 •
w - A   -   r M -

  See s ket c h : hor: e ai r de f en se , suppl e me nt 168 )

Enemy   f f or t

i .mpl o yi ng uni t s of t he l s t t o 3r d Bcmb er Di vi s i ons t he Ame ri -

can  
.r

f or ce s t a t i oned i n   r eat Br i t ai n s t ruck a st r ong bl ow agai ns t t he
air

pl ant s of t he Ge nnan"ar   qme nt i ndus t r y . The s e ope rat y vn s. wer a conduct ed

tivi t h 600 bom  e r s , 4 50 s i n 
.e - e ng i ne and 250 t wi n - eng i ne f i g ht e r s .

Legi nni ng at Oy :10
.
hou r s st r ong f i ght e r uni  t a f l e rr ahe ad of

- H t he a re a of hort he rn German . 1 he di d nott he bcmber s ove r ol l an d i nt o 3  Y

w cce ed i n di st urbi ng t t .e a s s embl y Df t he Ge ra,an d ay - f i g ht e r uni t s . I n -

st ead t hey i n f l i ct ed damag e on ai r craf t b  st raf i n,g dt t a ck s ag ai ns t a i r -

f i e l d s . Dur in g t he i r l ow- l e vel at t a ck s oa 25 t r  :;i .n s 21 l ocomot i ve s   [

  suf f e r ed he avy d zmage .

The   ms ri car  bomber f or ce whi ch wa s e s c ort ed by st r ong f i gh -

t e r f or ce s appr oached i n t wo s ep er at e gr oups :

  o
The nor t he rn gr oup appr oa cr,ed vi a t he s out her n h rt h Sea t o at t a ck Host ack

_  _,    
an d ^t et t i n . Zhi s group appr oa ch ed at 09 :09 ho ur s ov er t he se a ar ea aba tt

90 ki l omet ar   s nort hw e s t of t he i sl and of Vl i e l a nd . Zhe ai rc raf t cr os s ed

t he c oa st bet    een      est ar l and and P endsbu rg . They pr ocee ded vi a Lzal and

and P.ue ge n i nt o t he a rea of Koe s l i n i n Porr.e ran i a , St ar ga r d , PoZnan , and

St et t i n , more ov er vi a t he i sl and of Fehrre rn i nt o t he are a of Ro s t oc k .

The s out he rn group cr o s sed t he c oa s t bet we en Ber gen op Zoom and Den Ii as g
  _._ 

f r om o9 55 ho ur s on .  ̂he   r c ra f t   :r oce ede d i n e ast e rn di r ec t i on ac ros s
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5

t h e Zui der 5e a a nd t he yi ne s :il op pe nbu r g - u snab r ue ck ,   ol t a u - Hi l d e s hei m,

  t er.da l - De° sa u t o a t t a ck C  c i• e r s l e be n arld Her nbu r g .  ': sr ,a l l e r  uo mbe r

uni t pr ocee ded f r cun t he a r ea of c t enda l u c r o  s t h e a r e a sout h of Ber l i n

t o  :ot t bu s  ̂ n, l vi a r r  : nk f u r t on t h e Ode r ,   r uen ber g i n   i l e si a , ti ag an ,

and T  rgau into the 3rea of hernburg.

The f ol l oti ri n g v e re t he t a r ge t s oF t h e at t   c 'tc :

St e t t  n , t tle i"ac t or i e s of t he ' Forr   e r s che ?.' ot or en ba u GmbH" ,

Po zna n , t he "Foc ke - '."ul f " f a ct o r i e s ,

OGc t.e r cl eben , a i r c r a f t pl a n t s ,

F3er n bur g , t he f a c t or i e s o f t he "J unk er s F l u g zeug - und l .ot or e n  , er ke " , 
^or au , , t he " r ocke   ' ul f " a i r cr a f t pl a n t s ,

Cot t bu s , t he f a ct or i e   of t he " Pom;  r s c t e l.;cyt or enb a u Grr bE: " , an d

Ha l be r Gt adt , t he f a c t or i e s of t h e "J unk er sr  e r ke " .

T he bomb er un i t s r e t u r ned   c r o s s t he  .'ol l owi n g l i n e s :

P1or t    e r n gr oup,:   be r sl . - 1 d e - ° a,y of %'ome r ani a ,   chwe r i n - i s l 2nd of r 'a l st e r ,
________

an d El be r s t tta r y - i s l a nd of Roem. The l a st r ep or t on t h e

   i r cr a f t on t h e i r r et ur n f l i gl- t over t he we st er n c oa   t of
i

  ut l and v,  ,s t i med 14   45-

`̀ ou t h er n gr oup : F ot en bur g - r ad e r bor n , }.uen ch en - 's l a<  u3 ch - Gr on i ngen , a n d

a r.d i   ?an d o f Vi i e l a nd - C st.end . .̂ he l a st r e}:or t on t he  

a i r cr a °t on t h ei r r e t u r n f l 2ght ov er Cs't e rui wGs t i med 1 5 : 1Q1,

  'i g t rt e r un i t s e s cor .t ed t t :e bomber s t o t h e i r t a r get a r ea s .   .or e ov er ,

ce ve r al f r   h t e r u   .t s i n t r uded a t 12 : ;  8 hour s f r om t he s ea a re a 5  ki l amet e r s

no r t h of t h e i   l an d o f l̀ e r   c he l l i n g i n ea st e r n d i r ec t i on a c  •o s s t he Hel i go -
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.

 

. 
. .  

1at d B  ht t o t he  i el e   af Las l and t o meet t he ret urnf og ,
  e .

TI e s  acked af r arm  m  t gl s nt s sh  red heavy damage s .
 

_
.  

Cc  d.t a eut oY t hs I Fi gbt eir Cac ps  
- ._.._._._ .

  he f ol l or ir g f or oes t ere t-m  l o : 

t'rr  .t s ©t t he 1st Fi;  er Di vi s i oan 3.n di r ect i aA of   chneri n. a nd,
t he

.
i s l and af Fe  ae   

taxi3,t s oY t he ?  d Fi ;g  'C. r Di  ri e i oa i n di r ect 3.o ot Hi el ,

  f.t s oi t  e 3rd F3.  t er   i vi ei on   i di r ect i o p  &t ac  , F1e  b  r g  : I. ,
end ia direction of the 8rocken in the barz.

   

Tat a1 T;f f os t : 432 Sl A  .6-   'tT  '  A- en,  i ne f i gh'  e r s .
'
 

  +  ti   . - - .     . . . .     . . . w .

T  $t
.
   

Cuwbilt   i,  ,e ' OY t he 1  't   .  nCl   aad   1!Cl Fi g  tt @F D'  .Yl.  d.(aai3' Stit t Q  t 

 ed At e  3 ca  ,"aomber f ormat i ot s i n t he area af 1C  .  1   Roet oakf god ?  re  e ck._
Fi er ce ai r   at t l .e s deirel opsd. Tbe si   gl e - and t wi n   ne    a_ 

af t he  Y  r

l st F t e r Di . i s i on di st ahe d t  hemsel ve s s e c,  .a l l , t 4  
      O wPe 3     

. ' i
gi si bi l i t y   n t he area o  Ce  t ral Germ at y t he ti  i t $ of t he 3rd aod 7t I 

  , Fi ght er Di vi s3 or. s s cor ed l i.  .t ed suc ce aa on]y .

lPi ght i ng aga3aaet A  ri aaa s i r f cr oas  t hr4e t  i nra  ea se  i or   ha

day-.f 3,gLi  er wa3.t e a i t Y e l  ma ai r def ®n  e sho  dowr  a     i derab3,a nu  r :o ,

enemy ai rcr a  't .   q  rev®r , t h®,y di d tiot succe ed i n pr ev  t 3  g t he a3 r at t a 
a  ,

. a  t he C s rma  ' a   ooa rier t g l at t B. whi ch wers oi ut m o  t cons e qnea CS,

Erie  ,y  Lc aae s : 8'1.
bomb er a ad 11 Yi ,  ht er ai r craf t ;  

.  _      - i
t hat i s : q2 s i rcraf t dsFi ai t o ly. ahot daa  .

'

 A ba  be  anc  3 f i glit er ai r Cr af t ; '
-  

L
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t hat i s : 23 ai r craf t pr obabl
rjr s hot d   ++n .

Lo Gse s of Fr i   ndl y For c e s :
---------  - - 19 aircraft,

( as of 12 :Apr i l 1 941E, 1 2 :00 ho ur s ) 1 7 ai r cr af t r e ce i ved ov er oC  da-

i,a ge .

Los se s o f per s onn  ]. :

13 killed,

.
17 wounded ,

?1., mi s   i ng .

Of t he ee i o s s e s t he uni t s of t he l s L r' i ght e r Ui vi s i on sust ai ned :
 

11 ai rcr .f t compl et el y l ost ,

1.,2 ai r c ruf t re ce i ved ove r 6  N da  ,age .

Loes e s o f per connel :

10 ki h e d ,

l l   ounded ,

16   .i s si ng .

      eat he r Condi t i on5   Fre cuent l y changi ng c l oud s ,   •aund ha ze .

S pe ci a l I nf o rr;,at i on :
-- ------- -------

I t was obs e r re d t hat t he bomber s i nt rudi ng i nt o t he

ne,i c h   s t er r i t ory u  ed a new t y pe of f i y i ng f orc  at i on . 1 he t hre e g r oups

of a u i ng f l ew i n G br oad f -ront on e be s i de t he ot he r tivi t hout be i ng eche l o-

ne d ve rt i cal l y . ; . i t hi n t he i ndi vi 3ua l g r oup s t he ve rt i cal   eche-

l onment by l e adi ng , hi gh- and l o  - al t i t ude f l i ght p a s omi t t ed . Uni t s of

the 2nd_
B,c 4 er  ivision were up tv 3k minutes late.
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T he e s c o r t f i g h t e r f u r c e s  .
' o r t l: a j   1 n c mb e T• :  i v i ci o n  ne r e s u u d i v i d ed  

.n t o

l   l :  .V  S.

i 2 .
)   r  e r i G:n ::t t a ck s on i ene r -h:eu   t adt .  r_d on   _r i i e l d s i n Cen t r   l J e r -

r - - - - - - - - - - w - - -   -   - - - - - - -   - - - - -   -             -     -   - - - - - -           -     -   - -     -      

rra r.5• on 12  :pr i l l   i 

(   e e s •:e t cl; : hor::e a i r d e Fe    s e ,  -u  :pl e   :ent l b 5 `

 n°my Efiort

The f ol l owi
.n c oper   t i on s  rer e con_du c t ed by t 'rie Ar e r i c<<n a i r f or ca s :

a . ) :1 1 3r   e - ; C   l e a t t d ck 2 r on: t he ai r C  ce i n I t a l y 50U bomber s ,  : 00 ;•i n  

i e - en gi n e an d 2 50 t   i r_ - en  
_n e f i   i  t e r s an t he a i r cr a f t f a c t or i e s a t i ene r -

•
  eu s t  .dt .  i he   :onbi n  ; r ai d b r ou  l  t   bout l- e   vy d  ,  ge s .

b . 1  ' t r a f i n   a t t u ck   Y i t h G s t r on ; r i  ;ht er u: i t f r om t i:e e.i r b a s e i n  

Gr ea t ?' r i t   i n on a i r f i e l d s i n Cent r   l Cer n;any . Z he a t t  : ck s r e re :_ 1u.o st c om-

ul et e l y i n •ef £e c t i v e oti:i nb t o t t:e s t r on a   e r r..ar, f i   ra e r d e f e r s t s .

Camri t r,.ent of t he I : ' i ght e r ;; or   :s

  ,,  ne o l l o :i n ;;  .u r ce s  . e r e e m  l oye ;  :

' : 11 un i t   of t he   't l-: :  i ght er   i vi si on i n t he a r e a of Ui e rr .:_  ._
  ur i n  ,

t he s c ol;  r = t i or.s   u ,_ e r   o r n  ,e r i cf n f l  ; r Zer f or ce s i r.±'  .i ct ed s e r i ous

 
.  a   s e s an t l e Ger   n de f en   f or ce G, i.n ; .a r t i cu l u r on t he t v i r - cn F;i .n e f i  ; ,":-

  e r un i t   .

' ]r :o   t  _11 f i   i: t e r uni t s of t he l : t ,   Ild ,   r,a ; r d    i .g ta e r   i vi s i on s  .i   c .  i_    i

t ae n i n  i   t at e of «l e r t ; t h e,,    .e r e t o f i ; iit of f t r,c l o  ti - l e ve l  a t , c cs in Cen

  r 41 Ge r ;:.:iny . : he f j;r ev en t ed t t  e sy s t e,:  a i c cor d uc t o f t he .:.ne r i es n at t  :ek s

un t lie a i r l i e l d s .
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Tot a l Ef f art : 421 °i ng l e --e ngi ne an d t v;i n - eng i ne f i ght er s .

Enem,y
Lo s s e s :

I n t he are a of Vi enna :
- - -         - - - - - - - -

21 bombe r s and :  f i ght er s ;

t t s t i s : 23 s i r cr af t def i ni t e l y s hot doyyn .

1 bombe r d.nd 1 f i gt-,t er ;

t ha t i s : 2 ai r cr af t pr obabl y s hot down .

I n t he ar e a of Cent r al Germ ny :
• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -•

t er e ' ' t s t jr1 f i g h d f   u e l
,y

ho do n ,

2 fighters  robably chot down.

Loss es
,o

f Fri endl y For ce s : 12 a.i rcr di t ,
  13 ai r craf t r e ce i ved ov e r ,

6C 

,
( as of 13   pr i l 1 9 1  , 10 :00 ho ur s )

damage.

  Losses of personnel :

I k i l l ed ,

_ 11 wounded ,_
15 u i s s i r  .

13 . ) Alner i can At t acks on Aug sburg , Schtirei n f ur t  and nudape   t 13 N.pr i l 191+l 
- ------------------------------------------ --------- ---

( See   ke t ch : home ai r de f ens e , s uppl e tnent 170 )

Enen: y r ff ort '
- -------- -

At Og : 29 hour s t hr ee uni t s ec  .ppEd wi t h Type   :araude r ai rcr af t

,  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958
.. -

  -  o- .
 

cr o s s ed t he Ghann e l coa s t be t Yreen Ca l ai s and 0 s t end and pr od ee ded i n sout h

ea st e r n di r ec t i on i n t o t h e a r e a of Br us s el 4 , Li e ge , and Sed an . Fre s u  ab 
,ya -

t he y bomb e d a i r f i e l d on Bel gi
.an t e r r i t or y . Eegi nni ng a t 08 : 50 hour s t h e

,re d aun bomb e r s r et u r ne d on t he i r f o r me .• f l yi ng r ou t e s . Zhey were   .e
t i

.n
t h e

-  n d a t an a l t i t ud e of 00 met p r•s i
ar e a of Dau ai by a f i ght e r  wni t wtri ch had i n t r ud ed a t 08 : 50 h our s over Lt a

pl e s .  
,

The hea vy b c mb er f or ce s cont i n ued t h e i r at t a ck s an a i r c r a.
f t

  f a c t or i e s i n t he i ei c h ' s  t e r r i t or y . 'S00 f our - en gi n e a i r cr a f t , e s cor t ed by
b omb e d

300   i ngl e - engi n e a nd 150 t wi n- engi n e f i ght e r a ,
  a r marr ent p l ant s

' i n s cim ei nf ur t and   uv s bur g a s we 11 a s a number of ai r f i el d s i n '̀ ou t h ex n
 

Ger mar y . i he bomb er s us ed t h e a i r ro ut e a c r o s g t he Chan ne l c oa s t be t v e en

Sch e l d e E  t u ar y a nd   al ai s wher e t h ey appea r ed at i 2 :00 h our s . They p r oc e e

de d dc r o s s t he i i n e s 1lnt  +e r p - Di nan t , s out h of Koe l n - Ein ge n , Gi e as en -

Dar mst a dt i n t n t he    r ea s of Schzve i nf ur t and Aug sbur g , }, uen ch e n . Z he e sco r t

f i gh t e r un i t s f l evr ah es d of t he bombe r s i n not t he r n d i r ec t i on .   c 

Begi n ni ng a t 1  : 40 hou r s el e :,en t s vf t hem f l yi n g ove r t h e

a r e a of F r ankf u r t on t he   a i n b e gan t u r ni ng riome . Ot h er el emen t s p en et r a t ed
•

:n t o t h e a r ea of S ou t he r n Ger man y wh e r e t h ey con du ct ed st r a f i ng a t t a ck : an

a n umb e r of a i r f i e l d s . The bomb er 3i r c r a f t commen c ed t h e i r r e t ur n f l i ght
and

at l J., : 0  hou r s ove r t h e a r e a of Sch wei n f tzr t  ̀  a t 1 5 : 00 ho ur s ave r t he ar e a

of Aug s bu r g f l y i n g i n n o z't h-   e st e r n d i r ec t i oa . Ov e r t he Chann e l co ds t i n

t h e s e c t or be t we er  '̀ che l de E   t u a r y an d Boul ogne t h e i e t ur n £l i g ht s l a st ed

until 17 :45 hours.
 

  ev er a l f i ght e r u ni t s rr  et t he a t t a cki ng f o r ce s o ver t he T  hi n e : i ve r a s

z e l l a s ov er t he a r e a s of   ai n z a nd   ann he i m. They Yiad ueen i n t r udi ng
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on
f r ca  1 5 : 22 hour s '' be t r e en S chal de  's t uar y dnd Boul ogne i n :-out r - eds t ern di -

re c t i on .

by borrbi ng
The damag e c   nf l i ct ed  on t he ai.r cr af t    l an t s at   chwei nf urt And :;u ;s bur g

we re he avy . Heavy dama ge s r er e al   o c  ause d t o ai r craf t gr ounded m t he ai r

fields in  outhern Germany.

in
The arner i can ai r f or ce r t a i i one d  I t al y at t a cked i ndust r i a l i n -

s t ::,l a
.a

t i on s at Budape Qt and ot he r hun ;a ri an ci t i e s succe s sf ul l y v i t h

300 bomb er s ,   4D si ngl e - engi ne an d 50 t i;i n - engi r,e f i ght e r s .

Corairs t  u.e  xt of t he I Fi   t e r Cor ps
•

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Ur der n eat f e r c ondi t i ons f a vor =. bl e f o i• de f ensi ve act i on t he f o1l oV i ng
- - ---------------------------- ---------------------

f or ce s were e rr  l oyed :

To re nul se
•' e larGe - scul e at t ack on ."out hern uermany :

    -   . - r   -   . - -   . + w -   - - - . .. - -     - . .   - - -

Uni t a of t he l at Fi ght er Di vi s i on i n di r ect i o of  ''rankf ur t on t he

I  ai n ,

uni t s of t he 2nd Fi   k,t e r Di vi s i on i n di r ec t i on of Frankf ur t on t he

L'ai n ,•

uni t s of t he j rd Fi   ht er Di vi Gi on i n di r e ct i on oi' Kobl enz and Ei f e l
f r om t he Bava ri an   .ood s

uni t s of t he 7t h Fi ght er n i vi 5i on ' '  i n di r e ct i m of

  :annhe i m.

  To re pul se t he at t a ck on Huda :e st :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Uni t G of t r e Fi
.g

ht er Conwo nder Os t   rk i n t he ar e  , of l.ake Bal a t on .

I n t he ar e 3 of Fr ankf urt on t he , -;  i .n an d ` ch • ei nf urt f i e rce di r bat t l e s
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_

de ve l oFed i;e t c:e t n Ge rr, :;.n   :nd r":Ir  ri c  n l i  J i t e r f or ce s .   he .:u:e r i c :n e s c crt

f or ce   of i en   uc cc e ded i n ; : e ver;t i n  ; t i:e  s e r : s r. ut   . c :.s on t he ber.:be r s .

i he ;  i n f i  i ct e   con .r i d e r   k l e 1 o   se   on t he Ge ,•:::an f i g ht er uni t s .

' '  n ce t 'r:e   :i r s ,i t u «t i on i I: .; r U:j  i
., " .x;; I:ur t. ..

r y ; _ s oh   cu re t i .e

CUfl:fi:l t I: Bn t U Z T.
 

i l , l : : r ' C : .' O I t }
_e

f 1   l 1t t I '   U i .l ::-.: Ef.
}G  T' U `' t li.   : I '   :       . c   l l l^f 1 CU   t

. .

  o t  -:i   f f o r t :   ;1 :'
_ s i r.k,

l e - e r l  i r . e   ::- d t .  i .n - c;n :;i n o f i  ;ht e r s .

  ,n e r.;y :
_o s s e s :   l Lcl:,h e r    :: rxl i ; i i   ,

ii t e r s ;

t h  ;t i s : J 5  :.:-r c r   f t d e i i l i t e l ;; :-i:ot a o '.n .

11 l  omt,e r s ar,a    'i   ,
i i e r s ;

•

t r:  .
t 1 S : l   d i r C T' : 1.

[' t
: I ' Ok%;=.

  l y `' h   t a O  ;n ,

1 os se s of 'r'  •i e r cll y For ce s : :'  «
.r  :r ::f t ,

1 ;:   i r c r   f t : e ce i    ed ov  r t>;1 :    s of 11  : '.  r i l 15  .4 , 1C : 00 l  oui•^)

 ;<<n«:  e .

  orse s o£ Ye r s on nr l :

1 l  l l e d ,

4 .,oundad ,

• - 3 2 m.i   si t-lr,.

",e< t h e r   andi t i ; n s : ; ,`1 0 t o 1   j  10 e l oud r-. ': i   i t i l i t y o f   t o i 0 ki l ome t e r s

11, . j . ,I:  :'r
i c s , r i , ;ia e i '- i ,or._l e r :a t r, c l, orc t r.e . .i : f :

.e i d of Oi ed  nt.of en ori

Z1; ..,_ r i l 1=; 1;.4

{ '̀ee r;:e t cr: : 'r ol..t ::i r de f   nse , ; uFFl enle nt 1  l j
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F,ne m,Y
:  f f or t

  •0 l:r:  r i can f i   ht e r - bomhe r   a t  tc 'rce d t h e   i r f i e   of J i e de nf:of -

en . Tl e ; • 1: -. d  11-:,>r o  :c l.e
d vi ::  ;:   t en d i n r out h - e ::: ci,e r n di r ect i on Gn  t r et u r r e d

, ,    , ,  on count e r   r o ut e s vi G J un ::e r k t o Cr f. ,a   r i t ;,
i n . . ne  d  a   e . c   u s ed

at :  i e den r•:of en ti••e r e r.c: ,,,
l i E,l b l e .

 :: a r r,:i t :::en t of' t l:e 1 F i,  ht e r   vr p s

 ' ev e r  :l f i   ht e r s of t he   r d : i   l-:t e r Di vi :-  .on r,r_i c r: r.  d bee n i n :.

st a t e of a l e r t ti e r e eb Yl o; e d f r oII   t i:e Gr c d ,  f t r  :r  ,:f  .ir t , i l  ey di d r:ot r e  c t,

  t i  e a t t : c l:e r s   n y   or e .

? ne :,.v ;
_o ss e s : I :o eneu;y l o s se s ti;e r e ob r e r ved .

Lv Gs e s o f y r i endl ;i r or c e   : l  on e .

15.
) : r.-.e r i c :. r! ` t r uf i r.  : .t t a ch s on  .

i r f i e l d s i n t he  -;ei c h ' s 'l e,r r i t or y   d
      _  .r   _   ____- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

i n J ut l and on 1 5  ' cr•i l i 9   4

• ( '̀ ee f  ce t c h : h o  e   i r de f en se ,   upp l e rr en t i 7i )

J nerr v Lf f or t

Ti:e :'., :e r i ca n f i   ht e r• f ur ce s cor du ct e d :-z : a i i n b at t u ck s or    8

ui r f i e l d s i n t l;e :: ei ch ' s t e r r i t or ;  ::n d i n   ut l   nd ti:i t h 3 t ot a l   t  •en  , 
t Y, of

1.  X',   .i n l e - en ;;i n e (2   •,•_,e l,:ust   n  ; un d i hur.de r Lol t )  ::nd 20 0 i yYe Li ght n i n  f i   ,
r

t e r s ; t he y cc or erl l i t t l e su cc e s s .
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i he oj_e r u t i on s tiLe r e c ondu c t e d a   f ol l oti,s :

a .
j F r ot•n

i .2 : i l+ ho ur s t o 13 : 0'j } ou r s ::  gr c  a t n umt e r oi f i   ht e r

uni t s i: erre t r   t e d 4c . o s s t he  )ut ch co:: st be t ti ,een   en r:e l de r a r d Y.oe :: vdn Fiol -

l an d yn e4 sl e r r: d i r e c t i on i nt c t i-,e  ,i•ea s of i  or t t:e r n   :nd Cent r a l   e r rt_an y .

:  p o.•t   on uf t h e s e ur.i t s condu ct ed l o:':- l eve l s t r a f i n   a t t   ck s on a i r f i e l ds

  rhi l e p: ov i d ed cove r   .  a i n st   e r rru:n f i  , ht e r s ; ,t I i Lt  a l t i t ude s .

  'rre a r'e a i n  yh  ch t he =...e r i c  :n i i  -;ia e r s ope r a t ed tiva s bo r  l e r ed b;;

t he f ol l o  ,i n     ;en e r a l l i n e s :

I n t Y:e ': !a r t r1: r_s sen - E  l o  >   enbur   - I',r en:en - L:uen ebu r g - :  ,r c hi
.c:.

• I n t he   out h : Ner t o  :en bo ech - Dui s bur g - i   :s s el .

I n t ne Ea st :   : i t t - t ock - i:eu r u .;pi n T ti e et o f .' c  t sd  u - De s sau -   ia l l e -

1_'' or d hau s en - I : n gen s a l za .

El emen t s of t he Ar;e r i can f i   ,
ht e r f or ce s b e     :n t he i r r at u r n f l i  ,ra s

i n v:e st e r n di r ect i on  .: i r e ady i n t t :e a r ea of :  sn  b r ue ck a nd 1:-:ann ove r . The

r,,  j or i t y of t h e f i ght er s l e f t t he  :.r e a of  a t ac k :=Fl i t up i n t o :_    r ea t nu  -
very

be r of   r_  .11 un i t s ti,l  i c r, .f l e   , i n  : ' br o 3d f r ont i n    e   t e r n and r:or t h -   :e   t e r n

 ii r e ct i on . : Y.e ;< <ver e ob se r ved f 1y1
_n ; over t h  , coa s t be t tireen t l e I:e l i   ;o

l   rrd
•

Bi   rt and   cl:e l de 't ,st u : r   7 ur.t i l  1 5 : 1 5 k:ou r s .

b ,
)   e ,

i n t  i n   at 12 : 32 i,our s   nurr Ler of :.n e r i can i i &ia e r uni t s

 ;en e t r  .t ed bet   :e en t h c i s l 'C:nd of 'l e r   che l l i n  , an d Den i,el de r a c r o5s t l,e

 .. e   t and ?  a st F r i si an i s l and s i n ea st e r n r e sY;ec t i vc l ;   nor t h - c Gs t e r n di r e ct i on

i nt o t h e a r e  t of ." chl e sti••i   ;- i-:ol s t ei n a nd t iie i ay of r;i e l and of t h e i Gl and s

of Fa l st e r , Laal  :xrd , :=ea l  ,n d , and Fyn . I n t h i s a r ca t t:e a  c 3r r i ed out st r a f i n;

at t  .c :    a ; a i n   t  :i r f i el d s .   e  i nn i n ; ,at
.:

4 : (a l,c;u r s t l-,ey r e t u r ne d i n  r e st e r n

di r e ct i on 1  ̀     n ;-;
i n Lr oad f r ont   ri: d   e f t t he  ,. e st e r r: c oa st of
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Jutland by 15:05 hours.

 trong offensive farces from the   erican air base in Italy

bombed t a r   e t s v.i t hi n t he ur ban ar e a s of Bukare s t , Fl oe s t i , and  ii s ch .

Camr  i t n ent o f t he I .  i ght e r Cc   a
-____  ----- ---________ 

l o repul se t he l o  - l e ve l at t ack s i n t  ort he rn an d Cent r al Oer -

:ra ny a t ot al of 133 f i ght e r ai r cr   f t .ver e emFl oyed by t r.e 2t d aad   rd

Fi ght er   i vi si ons . Z he se f i ght e r s s ucceeded i n pr event i ng Gy ct emat i c   f f en

si ve act i on of t he A  er i can f i ght e r   and :;.aj or da  age t o t rie ai r f i e l d s .

Enemy Los s e s : 4 f i ght e r ai.r craf t de f i ni t e i y   hot down .  M   `
In addition 20 fi hters were e , g d   t royed by ant   a  .rc ra f t

 : rt i l l ery .

Los   e s of r r i endl y For ce s : 11 ai rcr a£ L.
    -------- ----------

1.os s e s of pe: s onne l : 6 ki l l ed ,

2 mi s si.ng .

•
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1 6
.

  r,rr er i can   t t a ck on Ber i i n on i    ' pr i l 191 1 

( 5ee cket c h : home ai r def ens e , rup  ,l eruent 172 }

Enem,y
  f f ort

Begi r.r i ng at 1 0 : 30 hour s an  .me r i can o f f ens e f or ce cons i st - .

i ng of   00 boicbe r s , 400 si ngl e - engi ne an d ? a0 t wi n - engi ne f i ght e r s f l e r

acr o s s t he  'ui der   'ea and yr o ceeded i n ea rt ern and s out h- ea st e rn di rec - _

t i on t o   ur :  s Le r li n . Unde r   yeat he r condi t i ons mode r at e l y sui t abl e i"o r

of f en s i ve  :ct i on t he bombe r s at t ac lced i r:du s   r i a l t arge t a in t he a re a of

ber l i n appr a, chi ng f r om we s t ern and s out Y:e rn di r ec t i on . Some bomb ar f or -

i r  t i on   boiabed 1"lat henow and t he ai r f i e l d of   er l e be rg . Ber l i n suf f ered

r  edi unt damage s t o i ndust r i a l i n s t al l at i ons . 1'he damage s cau sed t o Etat he -

r ow and t he ai r f i el d of t er l e berg , ho .•e ve r ,  wer e heavy . The bombe rs re -

t urned f r om t he a :•e a of Eer l i n i n nort h- zve s t e rn di r ect i on vi a El be Est u-

ary a  we l l a s i n we st e rn di r e c t i on v i a 1  or t  lern Gerbany , fi ol l an d , and

'̀chel de Est ua ry .

The t ar 6et s of t r e at t ac k i n t he are d of b er l i n we r e :

  Orani enburg , t he f a ct ori e s c f t rre f'F'e i nke l we rke ",

  l e i n-  .'achnow, t he f act or i e s of t 'r e t Eo s c hwe rke '  , and

brandenburg , t he f a ct or i e s of t he ' r rado  •er ke    .

Com  i t me nt of t he I Fi ght e r Corps
.  _________    _____

The f ol l oj• i ng f o r ce s we r e en;..l oyed :

 i n di r e ct i on of Sal z e e
Uni t s of t he l   t Fi ght er   i vi s i on '! f t e r be nig a s s embl ed i n t he

ar ea of   chher i n .
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L'ni t   of t r:e 2nd Fi gh t e r Di vi   i on   e re , af t e r as s emb l y i n t h e a r e a

of r:ann ov er and Ni enburg , engug ed i n f i e r c e ai r combat wi t h  .r er i -

can f i ght e r f o r ce s .

The uni t s of t he 3zri and 7t h Fi g  t e r Di vi si on s c oul d n ot be emp l oyed

owi
.ng t o b a d rrea t h e r c ondi t i on s i n '   e st e rn and Sout he rn Ge rmany .

Tot a l   f f or t   I 111    i n   i e - en   .
i n e :  r, i t . i n- er ,-i ne f i   ht e r G.

::,nu      : a :.se   : ; 1 borr,be r s an d 3 f i gh t e r s ;

t h at i s : 31  a i r c r a f t d e f i ni t e l y s hot d oY n .

1 bomber probably ahot down.
•

.
.Los se s   f Fr i end l y For ce s .

6 a i r c r a f t ,
  +

2 a i r c r a f t re ce i ved over 60  damage ,
(as of 19 April 1944,

12:00 hours)
L as s e s of  ;e r s anne l : 2 lEi l l ed ,

6 mi s s,i ng .

Spe ci al I nf o r mat i on :
  ___________

  a .
) P. bomber f or ce a t t a c k ed f r•aw t h e f i•ont b y Ge r rn an f i ght e r s

f i r ed r ock et t ype p r o j ec t i l e s af t e r t h e Ger man eombat uni t wh i c t  ex pl ode d
•

with   black or grey bursts at a distance of roughly 600 neter  behind the

combat u ni t .

b .
) Qn 1 S   g r i l 194 + t he 3r d Fi g -,t e r ;,i ng (Ude t ) under t h e com-

rr,and of 1.'a  or Kar l F r i ed r i ch  'ue l l er succee ded i n de st r oyi ng c ompl et e l y a

bombe r f or ce f l yi ng in cl o se f or u  t i on .
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•

Z he '   r  .  na ru  i n  -;    ene r   l of t l _e I :  i ,;l-.t er I;or   s i n   i  ec t e ;i t l e i  lct o-

r i e c of t Y,e "` r_=do- F1ut;l euG   er he '  µt   r  l nde nbur  or  t i e  :ave l on

1 ;._a   1
_
; 1,1  . 1̀he :=_ r,e r i car. bor.  :ii n   a t t : c l: on ? c  f:pr i l   9k4 di d not

c  .u s e   .n;,  d .r.:   ;e t o t l_e f   c t o r i e s .

_ -
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P  ? 0 T 0

_ ?iaj o r har l Fri edr i ch   :uel l er ( l ef t ) Commandi n£; Uf f i ce r of t Yie ( Udet )
3rd Fi ght e r '. i n  ; ki l l ed i n act i Qn i n l. ay 1 91:4 .
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17 .
) Ams r i can At t ack s on I :obl en z and hds s e l on 1y : ,pr i l i 91 

--- ---------- ---_------- --  - ______  _

(See gketch : home air defense, supplement 173!)

Enem,y
Ef f ort

- --- - - - -

7 he Alner i can ai r f o r ce s t at i oned i n G    t ]3r i t ai n c onduct ed

large-scale attacks on Hassel ar id hoblenz 4s well as agdi.n 
t a number of

airfields employing a total s'trenbth of 60o bombers, 1 50 singie-engine

an d 350 t    ̂i n- engi ne f i ght er s . The ai rcr af t f a ct ori e s at Kas s e l a s ne i l a s

tr,ree airfields sustained heavy and the in stallatio ns of the transporta '

t i on s y s t em at Kobl en z st,is t ai ned medi um damag e .
•

Begi nni ng at 09 : 00 hour s 'oombe r uni t s e s c ort ed b,   s t rong f i    

t e r f o rare s c r os sed t he Dut ch c oa st be t ::e en F3er gen op Zoom and Hoek v an

lIo]1 an d. Proceedi
.ng ac ro Gs t he l i ne s 1̀ eppen - i :uenst e r , Hannov er - Bi e l e -

feld in eastern and  outh-ea tern direction they reached the area of Nord

1-  usen , F.i s enach , and h :  s s e l . From he re a numbe r of uni t s pr o ce eded i n

sout h= re s t ern di r e ct i on t o 'r.obl en z . r rom 10   1 0 ho ur s on t he bo ::be r s re -

t urned i n  . e st e rn 3i re ct i on vi a   che l de ::s t uary t o Gre at nr i t ai .n , Zhe

• last units left the continent at 12 :19 hours. Leginning at 10 :20 hours

ae ve ral At  er i c nn f i ght e r uni t s h  d i nt ruded vi a Sche l de Est uary i r  s out h-

ea st ern di r e ct i on t n prot e ct t he r et urni ng bomber s .

Corr mmi .t men t of t he I Fi ght e r Corps

Under variable weather conditions the follo r+ing forces were employed :
- -   ______  ..    _____ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Uni t s of t he l st Fi ght e r Oi vi Gi on i n di re c t i on of F amel n ,

uni t s of t he 2nd Fi g ht er Di vi si on i n di re ct i on of Osna br ue ck ; t hey

tre re
,  Yhi l e as serilbl i ng , at t a cked and di spe r s ed by   er i can

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

,i
_ , 1 _

i

f i ght e r s .

Uni t s of t he   rd Fi ght e r Ci vi si on i n di re ct i an of i :uenst e r and

Faderborn.

The units of the .7th Fighter  ivision couid not be moved in uwing

t o we at he r condi t i ons .

Tot al   f f or t : 220 s i ngl e - en  i ne and t wi n- engi ne f i ght e r s ; onl y   b

of t hem enga ged i n con  at .

Enemy Los s e G: 1  bombe r s an d 7 f i g,ht e r s ;_

thdt is: 22 aircraft definitely shot dov n.

  2 bombers F,robably shot down.

Los®e s of Fri endl y r or ce s : l U ai rcraf t .
- --------- ------------

7 ai rc r   f"t r e ce i ved ove r 6G 
( as of 20 Apri l 191+1+, 10 :C0 ho ur s )

d  ge.

Los se s of pe r s onne l :

6 wounded ,

  10 ai s si ng .

  S  e ci al I nf o rmat i on_

On 19 A  r i l 191,t  Obe r  .  eut nant Qt t o   :e s sl in g , Co  ,man -

di n  Uf f i ce r of t he l l t h   -quadroni 3r d Fi ght e r i' ji ng wa s k i l l ed i n

act i on , l  e wa s credi t ed vri t h 83 downed eneny ai rc rdi t an d wa s a 
decorated with

t he kni ght cr os s of t he i r on c r os s .

-
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1 8.

) Ar  er i can Rec onna.
i s s ance Ope r at i on s ove r t hr Rei ch   s 1 er ri t or y

_ __._________     _  _____   __ 
on 20 and 21 April 194 

  _+ ______      ____

( s ee s ket ch : home ai r def en se , s uppl ement 173 1)

E'neaq r Ef f ort

On 20 Apr i l .  .he f ol l oyyi ng re connai s s trn ce mi s s i on s j,er e f l o +.n :
  _           __  _____w   _   _  _  _  _

1 Typ e b:o s  _ui t o re c onnai s sun ce a i r c r a f t i nt ruded i   a obmt i
_n

t o t he
vi

,a
are a of F:as s e l . Th i c ai r cr af t appr oached at 09 : 00 hour s   Brus s e l s ,
Kobl enz , : nd Y:. s s e l . I t re t urned i n nort h -  •.e s t e r n di r$ct i on vi a Pader born .

 

and l e f t t he ai r spdce ov e r 7 en Hel der at i 2 :00 ilour s .

_
1 Type bos.  ,u

i t o re connai s s an ce ai r cr af t int r uded i nt o t h e ar e a of  

the Baltic coast. This aircraft approacr.ed at 09 :3  hours via Heli goland ,

3 chl e s n i g , r or t h of Ki el i nt o t he ar ea of Gre i f s wa l d .ret urn f ]4i ght
I t a_

  on count e r r out e l a st ed unt i l 1a. :20 hour s .

Qn 21    p r i l fi e ve r al Type   o s  :ui t o ai r craf t f l ew re conna i s s ance mi s s i ons ov er
_____  _..__
t he : ei ch   s t e rr i t ory .

Coanma.t   ent of t he I Fi ght er Corp s : The c orps r.a s not ope rat i onal l   cot® i t t ed•
_____- - •       ._  __ 

Enemy Losses: No enemy losses Kere observed.
_  _,_. 

Los s e s of Fri endl y For ce s : None .

, 
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19. ) ,  eri can _'.t t acks on Haratn and hobl en z on 22 Apri l 191 1 

( See sket ch : home a i r def en s e , suppl ement 17   .:
)

Enemy r f f o rt

The   me r i can l a r ge - s c a e at t ack ca rr i ed out by 600 bombe r s , 4 00

s i ngi .e - en  ,
i ne ,=nd 200 t wi n- eng i ne f i ght e r s Y a s di re ct ed agai nst t he i ns t al l a-

t i onc of t he t ranG   o rt at i on sy st em at Ha um und r obl enz ,  „hi l   t he mar s hal l i ng

y-a r i at  la,mm wds    eavi l y damaged , t he c i t y of 1Lobl enz s u st ai ned n:edi un damage

inflicted on industrial installations and buildings.

_ At 17 : 20 hour s 6 ,  mer i can f i ght e r uni t s beg an i nt r udi ng i n a L•r
=

f ront ac r o s s t he Dut ch a s wel l
.: s French   e l gi an c oa st s . They pe ne t r at e d Le t -

r•;een Tex e l and   che l de Est uary in ea st e rn di r ec t i on i nt o t he are a of Hamburg ,

li el zen , ea   t of BraunGc hv e i g , Hi l de s he i m, w e st of r a Gs e l . Thay cvnduct ed s i ra -

f  ng at t ack s i n t hi s a re a. Ot Y er f i gr t e r f o rce s i nt ruded bet -; e en Os t end and

Di e gpe .;.n s out h- e at s ren di re ct i on i nt o t he are a s of   ai n z , Darmst adt ,
  ann-

he i m, a s tiye 11 a s '̀a i s son s , 1 'et z , an d Lux en  our g .   t  _
g : 25 ho ur s t he bombe r s

appea red , .e scor t ed by st r ong f i ght e r f orc e s , over t he Dut ch coa st bet we en

AmGt erdam an d Den ha ag , The y cr os s ed t he l i n e Devent er -     e s e l i n e a st - s out h 

eas t ern di r e ct i on and   t t a cked hanmu; e l e-

ment s of t hem pro ce eded vi
.a biuen s t er . Ot he r e l ement s pr oce eded i n Qo ut h-  s t -

ern di rec t i on i nt o t he are a of L:arburR whe re t r:e3* t urned t o at t ac k Ii obl enz .

Ret u rni ng f rom t he  zuhr ar ea and f rom t he a  e a of Kobl en z t he bomber s and

e s cort f i ght e r s f l ew i n we s t ern di re c t i on and   e f t t he CY-,anne l coa st c;e t we ea

Dunke r k and Boul ogne at 20   30 hour s .

Commi t n ent of t he I Fi gr.t e r Corps
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -       _____ 
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"_'he f ol l o   i ng f or ce   v.e r e em ;! oyed :

Uni t    o £ t r e i   t  , i   h t e r : i v i ^i ori i n di r c ct i on of i obl eri z ,

un i t  - oi t l:e ; r d F i   r t e r   i vi si on i r  d•! .•e ct i on of   uen st er a nd ` i e  ; en .

l tie ur .i t r ,, f t 'r.e :  d r i gr.t e r   i vi   i or  coul d r ot be er:  l oy ed o w i n g t o

;re   t k .e r condi t i an s .

The cy .;j or i t y of t h e f i ght e r s ;;f t r e i Fi ght e r Oi vi si on di d not r e   cl:

t h e :'.me r i c  ln a t t ack i n   f or ce G  .riy mor e .  'ur:e r i o r .' r e r i can f i   'r t e z• f or -

ce G i
.n l' l i ct e d he a vy l o   s e s on t h e f i f-  t e r ur.i t   of t he j r d r i gl,t e r   i vi

  i on ,

• l 0  <<1 r `'f or t : 153  -i n   ;l e -   :n  i n e a r.ci t u i n   n   i ne f i    t e r s of ti;   i c f  11 0

• ai r cr d i t en  ;a  , ed i n corrio. t   .

}  ner    l a s se s :  j homhe r   and   G f i    :t e r s ;

t ri:at i   : J.  a i r c _.:f t de f i ni t e l y  sY ot dov n .

i o5  e s oi r r i e    l  ; I'or c e s : 17 a i r c r d i t ,

10 a i r c r d i t r ece i ved ove r   OF d u:     e ,( a s of ;?  :  pr i l 1944 , 0$ : 00 hou r s )
i.o   s e e of pe r r onne l :

• 1 ki l l ed ,

   .ounde d ,

1 7 mi   s i n   .

ti'.pat l e .• Conci i t i on s : 1   10 t o 7 f 10 cu r :u  
_u   c l aud s   Yi t h   c ,-.

t t e r ed     otive r s .

I:i   h - i.:: .t
i t u de ..i nd : ; i. G c c   r e e s , .i 0 0 k:  l or  et e r s

;:e r hour .

2 0 ,
1 :sne r i c «n at t a c}.   on s  i en e r - i eu Gt :=.dt   n d on xi r f i e l d s i n t rie
- _  - ~ __- - - _-

I  e i c r 
  s  l e r r i t or y or. 2;   t r i l l y l,.L,

- - - M ~ _- -  

- - - - - - -   _        _- - - _...  _    - - -(  'e e s i; et c  , : home s i r l e f e n   e ,   u    l enje nt 1
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Ener   y Ef f o rt

    ____  _

.
I n t he morni ng b00 f our - enp

.ne ai rcraf t , e s c or t ed by 200

, single-en€ine and 100 twin-engine fighters, bombed the aircruft  ;lunts

at ''.i ene r - i euGt adt , Zhi s l dr  ;e - s cal e at t ac k ti yl:i Ch r a s conduct e d f ro  t he

: mer i can ai r bds e i n I t al y cauGed   ,edi un  d  age t o bui l di ng s , nd i ndu s-

trial in tallations.

I n t he af t e rnoon a t ot a l s t rengt h of 100 nrc:e ri c an f i ght e r s

conduct ed s t r af i n  ; at t ack s agai n st a i r l  e l d G in hort h=:.e st e rn Geraany

an d i n t he 3r e a of St ut t
,gat t . . he ai r f i e l d of   .oe . t erbe rg i n Hoi l and

  wa s bor bed .

The of f ens i ve ope r at i ons  we re c onduct ed as f ol l o rs :

h t 11  : 05 r,our s 30 f i ght er ai rcraf t i nt ruded over b erg en op

  oom i n e a st ern di re ct i on i nt o t he ar e a of t:mde n , Bremen , an d Osnabr ue ck
ti  ere obse rved l ea v i r 

 ;l he y ret urned i n we st e rn di re ct i on and   t he ai r sr ace ove r t he i s_-

l and of Ter sc hel li ng up t o 1 5 :30 hour s .

At 11+:26 hours 20 iighter nircr ft appeuached flyin  in
,

°o ut l-i- e a st e rn di re ct i on vi d    s t end , Lon  y in t o t he Grea of   t ut t gazr t .

They re t urned on c ount e r rout e s .
 

.nd we re obs e rv ed l eavi ng t he ai r s pa-

c e ove r   che l de E st uary up t o 16 :2 5 r,our s .

Fe ,:
i nni ng a t 1J+: 1  8 t:our s 50 f i ght er :, i r craf*t i nt rud ed f l y -

i ng i n smal l f ormat i ans a cr o s s Den Haag i n e ast e rn di re c t i on i nt o t he

are a s of Pade rborn , Hannove r , Bremen , "r.4l ber   t adt , an ,.l
nas s e l . A s mal l

uni t bombe d t he ai r f i e l d of   oe st er be rg . ''i f ey a1.r c ra f t r e t urn ed f l yi ng
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i n :: br    :d f r ont i n ti  e s t e r n d i r ec t i on   c r e s s t h e   ::st <: 1   e c t or   er: he l -

der - '̀ c ; e l d e : . st u ,  r y u .5 t o 15 : 2 5 : o ur s .

C on r-,i t r ;en t of t h e I Fi  ,
r t e r Cor   :s

i o r e   u ,_ ce t r:e   t t   ck on ',. i er e r ; eu st adt t h e uni t   of t   ,e   t r  Fi ght e r
n o n i s s i on

7 i vi si on v,er e empl oyed . On   cc vun t o£ t n e 4. edt i:e r .;ondi t i on s    
v.<<s i l o   n     ;::i r. s t
  t  :e a  a   ai.r cr  f t a t    :cki     t he ,. i r f i el a .

Tot ,a :  f f or t : 174   i nt; i e - en  ;i ne   r:d t ti .i n - e ;i  i ne f i t;k t e r s of w1-ii cn 1  9
  -----------

en  r _e d i r, com    t ,

  ne r.'tiy Lo s se s : 12 t ombe r   and  i f i  ;h t e r G;
• ~

t t: at i s : 21  :i r c r  , f t    e f i ni t e l y n:i ot dotitin ,

? h orr.be r G ti e r e i_1  ,_Z   ul y cnot d otirn .

i os se  - ol F r i ei:d l     For c e s : 11 a i r c r  tf t ,

B :  i r c r a f t r e ce i ved ov  r nC,N( <  s of 21  _?pr i l l i l l   , 1; : 30 hour s )
:i urna   e .

Lo  : e s oi   er   onne l :

1 ki l l esi ,

- .
1     o ur:d ed ,•

i 5 r .i s si n  .

   e:a her Ca  d  t 1 0n a : Jj 10 t o ' %10 i i   ht cl oud s ut a i t i t u de s cf 1GG t o 1 5CG

: .et e r s ,  :r ound   SCG : r a ab ove 'jGUG r..et e r s .
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2 1 .
) hr. e ri can At t ac k on   :uni ch , Fr i edr i cr,shaf en , and on   i r f i e l d s i

.n
  ~ - - - - - - - -   -   r . - - - - - - - - - - w - - - - - - - - -   - -

Sout hern Germany on  1+ Apr i l 191Ft .
           

(See sketch : ho e air defense, supplement 176 !)

Enemy Ef f o r t

Fro m 09   00 hour s on 10 t o 11 hme ri can combat wi ngs were  
loczted
xa  tv a s s embl i ng ove r t he a re a of Nor   2 ch and over Thame s Es t uar y by .a he Ger -

 ran radi o i nt e r cept s er vi ce . Eegi ruii ng at   1.:10 hour s 600 bomber s e sodr t ed

by st rong f i gk t e r f or ce s l e f t t he   ac oci  z I sl and of Br i t ai n bet ne  

Bri g ht on an d Dove r f l yi n g in sout h- ea st e rn di r e ct i on . Havi ng cr o s s ed t he

_ coast between Boulogne and Zreport they rzached the area east of raris.

From he r e t he y pr oce eded vi a l ancy , ° t ra s sbour g , and vi a Neuf chat eau , Col -

mar i nt o t he ar e w of b:uni ch . I ndi vi dual uni t s br an ched of f i nt o t he are a

of F ri edri chs haf en .   t r sng f i ght e r f o r ce s s
-t

  r  :ded ac ro s s Sche l de Es tuar y ,

Li ege , an d Frankf urt on t he   ai n .
i n t o t he : re a of b'uni ch an d cove r ed t he

bombe r s t o t he h or t h . I n addi t i on , t r e y conduct ed st raf i ng at tz cks agai n s t

a t ot a l of 1 5 a.
i r f i ei ds i n t he ar e a of Nure mbe rg , St ut t gar t , and   :uni ch .

? he bul k of t he bomber s r et urne d vi     annriei m an d Darmst adt i n no rt h- Ke s -
,

t ern di re c t i on .   numbe r of uni t s l e f t t he ar e a of Sout hern   e rrnany i n wes -

t ern di r ect i on . To prot e ct t he re t urni ng of f en se f or ce s ddd i t i onal f i ght e r

uni t s had penet r at ed vi a Sche l de E 4t ua ry i nt o t he dr ea of t he   os e l 3i v er ,

The bomber ope r at i on s were prot ec t ed 'o • s t ot al f orc e of 600 s i ngl e - engi ne

ar d 300 t wi n- er gi ne f i ght e r s ,

7 he   me ri ca,n at t ac ks had brought about t he f ol l c wi ng re s ul t s :

At h:uni ch and i
.n

t he ai rc ra f t f ac t o ry of Obe rpf af f enhof en :

i
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Y:edi um dama ge t o bui l di ng s ar d t o t t e t ranl.;,r
t at i on sy s t e m.

At Fi edr i ch shai  en :

Hez v y dama. ,e t o t he ai rc ra f t f ac t or i e s .

Or. t he ai r f i e l d   i n   out r:e rn Gerrnany :

  :eav y d  - age i nf l i c t ed on br ounded ai rc raf t by ct raf i ng and bom-

binb rdids.

:  sec onda ry at t ack wa s di re c t ed dgai n st t he pi s t on r:.anuf act uri ng pl ant s at

he c ltar suL r:.

Cmnri
.
t ment of t he I Fi ght er Corp s

  ___._  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

• The f ol l owi n ; f o rc e s we re empl oyed :

Uni t G o f t he i st r i ght e r Di vi si on i n di rec t i on of    i s e na ch , ':,uer   bur g ,

ur i .t s of t r.e   d Fi  ;ht e r Di vi si on i n di re c t i on of Frankf urt , St ut t gar t ,

uni t s of t he j rd Fi ght e r Di vi s i on i n di r ec t i on of iuai nz , St r a s sbourg ,
f  om t he are  , of bavar i d

uni t s of t he 7t h r i ght e r Di vi s i.on i n di re ct i on of   t ut t gar t , Sa.
gmari ngen  

f rom t l-:e a re a of Vi enna i n di r e ct i on of   ni ch. .

Tc  t al Ef f or t :   50   i ng.l e   ngi ne and t tivi r.- e ngi ne i ì ght e r s -of whi ch 301 en  a  ed

  _   _
• i n co.7 bat .

7. he uni t s of t he 2nd and 3rd r'i   Y t e r Ci vi Gi on s engaged i n f i erce ai r

bat t l e s t  i t h t he i  e ri ca n f i ght e r 1'o r ce s  ;rot ec t i ng t he bobbe r s t o t he hort h .

The uni t   of t r.e l s t and 7t h Fi ght e r Ci vi î can s ^c ored g ood s uc ce s s e s i n bri n_

gi ng dojvn enemy a.i rc r : f t . Zhe l o s s e s s ust ai .ne d b; f r i endl y f o rc e s rti e r e . ext re -

c  l y hi gh .

Enemy i o s s e s : !+$ bomber r and 11, f i gY t e r s ;

_  _ 
t }: a i s : 6 ? ai r cr af t de f :  ni t e l y :=Y ot d ov+n .

I
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6 bomber s  ir,d b f i Fyht er s ;

t hat i s : 12 ai rc r  l f t   :r obab l y ehot dor n .

Additional losses:
i 2   i.r c r a f t   h ot down L--y   nt i •a 

.r c r a f t   r t i l l e r y ,

10 4i r c r a f t r.: :de er;:e r  ;ency l andi ng s i n S  ri t ze r l and .

Tot   l l o   s e s : g4 a i r c r u f t,.
- - ----- -------------_

Los se s nf Fri endi y Forc e s : 32 ai r cr af t ,
  _, ____  _  _  _    _

22 a i r c r u f t r e ce i ved ove r G  d   a ge .

Losses of per onal:

10 killed,•

8 : ounde a ,

3 5   +ounded .

' ;e  .t her Condi t i ons :

I n P:or t hern Ge ru«:ny : i o  ; c l oud s .

I n  'out hern Gerr  Gny : Bri  ;ht , good vi si bi l i t y a t hi  ,h

altitudes.

• S pe ci z l I nf or i   t i on : On 24 l p   i l 1   44 1-eut nant :. chv ai ge r , Commandi ng C;f f i -
    _____

cer of t he l : t S -ua dr on / 3 r d Fi ght e r  ,i tig ,   a s rd
.
l l ed

i n s e t i on .   'e w.ds credi t ed v i t h 58 ao  ,ned eneny   i r cr s f

and de co rat ed   ii t h t he l ,r:.i ght cro   s of t he i r on cro s s .
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2 2.
) A  ?e ri can Et t ack s on c out   ,ern '  eru,dny on 25 I,pr i l 1 9  k

- -------- ----- - --------- -- ---

( See s1 :e t ch : hor. e ai r def ense ,   uppl ement 17? : }

Enemy Effort

Begi nni ng at ()8 :20 hour s 600 bomber s e s c ort ed by st r ong f i g h -

t e r f orc e s cr os sed t he French Chanr,e l coa st bet r,een Val e ry en Caux and

Herck svr h'.er in  outh-eastern direction.  '.rs le proceeding they crossed

t he are as of  't .  -uent i n ,   leaux , Sedan , St . Di zi er , Di edenhof en , Epi nal

and r ea ched t he are a of   annhei .m, St ut t gar t , U]  i, Ii onst an z , an d Fr ei burg

i n t he b re i sgau . Hi gh-  al t i t ude cl ouds i n t he are a oi

• Ul m pr e sumabl y hi nde r ed t he c ont i nuat i on of t hei r f'l
.
i ght . They dr opped

t he i r bomb s un   st ea at i cal l y on   n  l l t otivns , ai r f i e l d G, and open t e r rai n .

7 he damage t hus caus ed Y1a c ne gl i   ,
i bl e . :a ar t i ng at 10 :10 hour s t he bom*- -

b er uni t s t urned i a ck i n nor t h - e ast ern di re ct i on f l yi n g ove r 13el   i um and

an d P  or t he rn r r anc e . The y we re o  s e r ved l e avi ng t he c oa st al s e ct o r Os t -

end -   c®me '_'st ua r y up t o 12 : 00 hour s .

l 00 s i ng'l e - engzn e und 20 0

t  r;i n - engi ne f i ght e r s t ook pa r t i n t hi s un s uc ce s s f ul of f e ns i ve ope rat i on .

• Begi nnin g at OS : 2 5 hour s t he r    o-

r i t y of t hes e f i ght e rs c r os se d '̀che l de L  t us r y i n s out h- e as t ern di r ect -

i on i"l y i ng i n s ub s e c uent uni .t f orma t i on i n t o  .he area of I ngol st adt ,

S chl e i s s he i m near i :uni ch . A port i on of t he se uni t s   gan t ur ni ng bac k a n

count e r rout e s a s ea r l y a s at Oy :10 haur   oti•er t he ar e a of Schwae bi s ch-

Grr.uend .

Comr.u.
'   ent of I Fi g ht e r Co  s

The co rps wa  not ope r at i onal l y e®pl oyed ovi-
i ng
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t o bad ti:eat her condi t i on s .

Eneir y Zos se s : A1o ene   y l o s s e s wer e obse r ved .

    eat he r Cor di t i ons : !,/ 10 t o ?/ i 0 cl oud s . Lowe r ce i l i ng ti.a s 1 50 t o 20 0 me .k'
_      ______

t e r s in rai ny weat r er . Uppe r ce i l i ng   a s   500 t o
.

1 000 met e r s .

•

_
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23 ,
) "meri can At t Gck on Br   unsc hti.ei g on 26 n1 r i 1 i y41+

_ ...__  _.      r _- - - - - - - - - - - -

( S ee s ket ch : home ai r de £ens e , cuppl ement 178 ! )

Eneny F.f f or t

intruding
At 07 :1,9 hour s 700vbor ber s e s cort ed by 1 0 0 Gi ngl e - engi ne and

2 00 t wi n - e ng3.ne f i ght e r s reache d t he :?ut ch c oa st bet we en Den He l d er and

Den Naa g f l yi r r i n ea s t e rn di r e c t i on . 7'he y pro ceeded i n f our   av e s ac ros s

t r e l i ne s   .rrol l e - s out h of Groni ngen ,  . i nden - Verden an d Hi l de s hei m -

Uel zen t o at t a ck Bra uns ch ;ei g    her e t he bombs wer e dr opped wi t h out vi -

s ual obse r vat i on o f t he gr ound . The t hi rd v av e st ruck at Eraun s chv;ei g f l q-

• i ng by tita y of Det mol d and Hol zmi nden . r rom U9 : 55 hour s t he bon  e r ur i t s

l e f t t he are a. of Fsrauns ch   .ei g i n Y+e st er n di rec t i an , i t ei r re t ur n 1 a.ne wa s

border ed by t he f ol l ov i n  l i ne s :

yr. t he I: or t h : Cel l e - Ve cht a - As aen - Den Hel d er .

I n t he '̀out h : Pad erborn - Bi e l e f e l d - Apel doorn - Haar l em.

The l a s t bomber s cro s se d t he coa st   t 11 :30 hour s i n  .e st e rn

di r ec t i on . I n t  ddi t i on t o t he f i ght e r s i m  edi at e l
.y e s cort i ng t he bomber s

a fighter unit v,as observed which penetrated ut 06:50 hours across the

•
i s l and of Goere e , I{'jmneri ch , b'ue ns t e r , and Det rn ol d i nt o t he are a sout h-

• re st of Hannover . BraunGch  .ei g re por t ed   d.
i um damage caus ed t o bui l di ngs

and    l i ght dar  age i n f l i ct ed on in dust r i al i n st al ]
.a

t i ans .

Comai t men t of t he I Fi ght e r Corps
    _ _____

i he commi t c7ent of t he corps j  ::s not po s si bl e o r. i ng t o bad v,e a-

t he r condi t i on s . The 3 rd Fi gh t e r     i ng was re adi ed f o r a po ::si bl e ope ra -

t i onal empl oyme,n t over b e r l i n .
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Ene  7 Losse s : Eneray l osse   tiye r e not  b ser ve d .

I .os s e s of F r i endl Y For ce s : t  one . ,

    e at t e r Condi t i an s : Den Ge st r a t u G cl aucts ; l oti .e r c e i l i ng f r o ra 3C0 t o 5C0 .
~  

met e r s , upper c e i l i n  ; 1 50 0 met e r s . Eas t of t h e El be

;ii v e r hi   h - dl t i t u de f og . St r ong i c i ng i n ca se s of

f l i g h t s t hr o uoh t r e c l oud s in t h e ex t r eme l
,y moi st y a i

kt a l t i t ude s of 5000 t o 7 Q00 r et e r s hi   ri-  a l t i t ud e

u i nd s of 3 5o d e ;r ee s ,
oU k i l od e t e r G r er h ou r .

•
?1  .

) :'lr. e r i can Recont  :.i 4san ce Cper Gt i cn s ov er t he  -tei ch ' s  ̀ e r r i t or y

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _    _       __ - -
on 27 nnd 28 i,pr i l 191 1 
- - - - - - -         ,

Ene  y Ef f o r t

_   

p n b ot h d iy s a nucuber oi Zy ;e I::os c.;u
i t o ai r c r a f t f l ey  r e con -

r a i s s an c e   n s si on s ove r t h e Rei ch ' s t e r r i t or y .

Comrni t   ,en t of t h e I F i ght e r Cor   ;s
r +     ----------- --•

On 2 1
. r i l 1 9 f i t e r a i r c r a f t .7 P  

Cn 28 ".pr i l 10 f i gt t e r ai r c r af t .

  'rre my Los se s : ? a.
i r c r _ f t we r e de f i n i t e l y sh ot dov.n on 28 1:pr i 1 .

- - - - - - - -

Lo s se s of Fr i er  d l Y r'or ce s : None .
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25. ) 1'tmeri can At t ack on Ber l i n on 29 Apr i l 1944
    _____._  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

( c ee cket ch : hou,e ai r def ens e , s uppl e  t 179 1)

Enemy Effort

_    ______

Fr om 0 7 : 25 hour s on t he uerr .  n radi o i nt e r ce  ;t se rvi ce wa s abl

t o l o cat e t he a s sembl   .e s of 11 cor bGt •r i ngs . Be  -,
i nni ng at 0 9 :1 5 hour s SOD

atarted in
bomber s , J  00 Gi ngl e - en gi

.ne and 200 t  r  n - en<<' ne f i gh t e r s   cP  m t he
t o f l y

ar ea of Gre at Yarmout h   na[ an of f e ns i ve mi s si on i n e a st e rn d i r e ct i on t ow-

ards   e r l i n . 2'hey cr os s ed t he   ui der Sea , t he are a of Haonover a nd Sol t au

and st r uck at Ber l i n f l yi ng by way of St endal and Fri t zwal k .

 
El en.ent s of t he of f en se f orc e boabed Brauns chr e i g . The bui k

of t he borr.
ber s l e f t t he are a o f Ber li n i n sout he rn di r ec t i on , The ai rc raf t

re t urned by way of t he ar ea of h:agdeburg f r o   .rier e t hey pr oceeded i n a

broad f r ont t o t he Dut ch coa st  uhi ch t hey c ro s sed ove r t he se c t o r be t we en

t he i s l an d of Tex e l and Sche l de Es t uar y . El ement s of t he  .mer i c an e s cort

f i ght e r f orce s f l eK hbout 100 ki l omet e r s al- ead of t he i nt rudi ng bomber s

f ormi .ng u br oad co ve r . A number of f  grit er s conduc t e d l ow- l e ve l s t raf i ng

at t ac k s ag ai nst t he ai r f i e l d of Burg ne ar ] ag deburg . To pr ovi de co ve r f or  

• t he re t urni ng bomber s se ver al f i ght e r uni t s pene t r at ed dc ro s s Schel de Es-
' /hi l e

t uar y i n t o t he ar e a of Bi e l ef e l d and Ni enbur g . `   m c ®e di ng i n s out h- eas t e rn

di rec t i on e l e nien t s of t he s e f o r ce s c ar r i ed out rt raf i ng at t ack s ' ag :;i n st

t he ai r ba se s of Got ha and Nordhaus en .

nu  r i cal
I n spi t e of  ;ood vi s i bi l i t y a.nd hi gh a  a a  mo  st r engt h of

this
i t s oge ra t„i   nal uni t s t he l a rg e- s c al e at t ack on   er l i n wa s , f o r   t   e -

ri can ai r f or ce , no suc ce s e o f gr eat i mpo rt anc e i n r e spect t o t he ov er   l l

xar   ou©c e f f or t .
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The i ndu s t r y of Eer l i n sust r:i ned s l i ght damag e onl y . The dc mag e s cau se d

t o bui l d i ng s  :nd t he l os se s of pe r s onne l Nere hravy . Zhe st r af i ng at t ack s
the

aga i n st  '  ai r ba s es s ho rred no r e s ul t s .

Coa  n3.
t ment of t he I Fi g ht er Corps

.  , _   __.__

Th e f ol l oi•li n g f o r ce s were e mpl oyed :
- _ _ _ _ - _ - - - _   -     -   .  - - - r r   . -  

Un 
.
t s of t he 1 °t r i ght er Di vi . i on : As sembl y o ve r }..ag debur g an,d oper at i o -

nal employment in direction of Braun-
2 6t h

schwei g . The "Twi n i  ,ngi ne Fi g  t er  ' ii ng

_ w3s kept in readiness over Kuestrini
_

.
f o r comrri t    en t •  

.n st bombe r s brea -

ld ng through to the North.

Units of the 2nd Fighter Division : Assembly over hamburg. EmFloyment in

di r•ec t i on of   iannove r .
Kassel

Uni t s of t he 3r d E'i ght e r Di vi si o n : As s embl y of al l e l ement a over   m  g .Brauns chwei g .
Employment in direction of

El e me nt s o f a11 f i ght er di vi s i ons c oul d be empl oyed on a s e cond mi s si o n

f r om t he se ct or s of t he l st and   d Fi ght e r Di vi si on s ag  ,i n st re t urni r g
•

bomber s . I t w  s not p o.  si bl e t o mov e i n un i t s of t he 7t h Fi ght e r Di vi si on

a +i n g t o v eat he r condi t i on s .

To t al Ef f ort : l s t rai s s i  an : 27 5 Gi ngl e - engi ne and t wi n - eag i ne f i ght e r s ,

3 zd r:ii ssi on : 7 5 si ngl e - e ngi ne f i ght e r s .
____  - ------ -    _______

Tot al : 3 5o si ngl
.e -e ngi ne and t,v+i n- engi ne f i g  t e r a.

By assembling the combat units outside the approach lanes of th

Aras ri can bombe r s t he German f i ght e r uni t s co ul d b e l aunch ed i nt o a
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concentrated attack again st the bomber units. During these aperations the

dap - f i ght e r tmi t s o f t h e I Fi ght e r Cor p s s cor ed a con s i d er ab l e d ef en s i ve

suc ce s s by   c t  de s t r oyi ng l Op of t h e   er i can b omber s comni t t ed .

Ene   y Los s e s : BI  bomber s an d 7 f i   t e r s ;
- -----------

t h at i s :91 a i r c r a f t d e f i n i t e l y sh ot d own .

9 bomber s and 2 f i g  t e r s ;

t h a t i s : 11 a i r c r a f t };r obabl y sh ot d own .

Lo s se s of Fr i endl p Force s : 1 1 a i r c r af t s
____ _  _______

10 aircr«ft received over 60  damage.( a s of 30 Apr i l 19k1  , l k :00 ho ur s )
• Losses of personnel:

3 ld .
l l ed ,

2 wounded,

11 mi s si n g.

R' ea t he r Cond i t i on s :
___  .__.___ ______ 

Se ct or of t h e l s t F  ,
ht e r Di v i si

.a n : ! / 10 t o 6/ 10 c umul u s c l oud s .
  e ct or   of t h e 2nd and 3r d Fi ght e r

light rain
  Di v i si ons : 6f 10 t o 10/ 10   cl oud s ,

l owe r ce '    1  00 t o 600 me -

ters; snow and rain showers;

i ci n g i n cas e of f li ght s  

t r.r ough c l oud s .

-
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  peci   ? I nf or r; at i on :

Ef f e ct s of t h e at t ,  ck on Ber l i n : Dur i nU t h e   :e r i od f r om 10 :1 1 hou r s t o
- ---- ---------------- ----

11 : 30 t ou r s ab out 1000 d er• oli t i on b ornb s were dr op p ed on Eer l i n .

The s e ct o r s hi t    e r e : Zhe ce nt e r o f t h e ci t y , t h e s out h er n s e c -

t o r of t h e c i t y ,   eh l e nd ar f , and   t egl i t   .
ODii  e c i nf l i ct ed on rn:  t e r i c.l und p ei    onne l :

2 j 1  t ui l d i n  s compl at e    ie : t r oy e i ,

1$Og bui l di r.  s d  .ur:    ed ,

37 5 ld l l ec. ,

1,70  •.oun de d , drid

 
13 '700 lost their homes.

26
.

) ' .n e r i can :=_eca!Zn ai s san ce Ope r :i t i
.on s over t h e    ei ch ' s l er r i t o r y

___r_  ________ ___          _   _  .  - - -
on 30 : nr i l 1y41 

  nerr t   .f f or t
_ ,    

:: nur.il  e r of T
,ype l :o s   ui t o a i r c r a.

f t f l ew r e conn a i s s  :n ce ufl .s si on s

ove r h or t he r n   e r r .a r y . I n ::dd i t i on ,   cve r a l ' r.:e r i can f i ont e r ai r c r ` f t coi -

: ue t e d   t r c f i n u a t t   c  c^ a  ;a i r.  t a i r f i el l s    i t   out : c o r i r  ; an y su cc es s ..

C   r.zi t   en t of t he i .   i ght e r Cor p s

The co r•Y s     .s not o ;e r   t i on  l l y comr:i t   ed .

Lne  iy Lo   se s :

.  ner.,,y
l o s se s tire r e na t a:    e i •v ed .

Los s e s o f : 'r i en . i l y F or ces : I one .
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Chepter II

  .   ..    . .  # #..i  ; .NF  ei F  F#

  Ni ght r.ct i vi t i e s i n Apr i l I 91 1 
_____  _________

1.
} Survey

a . ) Br i t i sh Of f enRi ve Act i on
- -      

I n sp i t e of t he hi gh l o s s e s i n heavy bo rb er a i r c r af t

•
Y hi ch t he RAF had su st a i ned at t h e end of I  ar ch t h e Br i t i sh a i r command

m.a
i
.n

t a i ne d i t s conc ep t of ni ght at t ack s . I n Apr i l 191 l  t h e ni ; ht b ombi n g
. ,

op e r a t i on s a g ai n st t he n ei ch   s t e r r i t or y ti  e re c ont i n ued wi t h undi    i ni sh ed

i nt e n si t J  . I n t h e f i r s t ha l f of t he mont h t h e P AF' admi t t e dl y l i mi t ed t he

r   e s of pen et r at i on a s r:el l a s t h e t ot a l s t r en  ; t h s of i t s bombe r f o r c e s
the

commi .
t t ed a nd t emp or a r i l y pl a ced   empha s i s o  i t s at t a ck s on t h e we s t e r n

ar e a s occupi ed b ; Ger   n y , I n t h e l a s t t hi r d of t h e mont h , howev er , t h e

st r i ki ng p owe r of t he RAF r e ached
_ a cl i r,  ax i n r e sp ec t t o t he mou ent u m of

  i t s at t a ck s . Tttie Br i t i sh a i r a r mar :ent i ndu st r y ha d Fr ov ed t o be i n a p o si -

t i on t o cov e r t he r. ,a t e r i a l l os s e s of t h e R"T wi t h ou t di f f i cul t y and t he

RAF' had su rp r i si ngl y pi  ove d ab l e i   c u i ckl y t o r ep l ace l o s se s i n per soa  

nel . The Br i t i sh nui sance   r a i ds wer e cont i nued r e gar d l e ss of  yea -

t h er condi t i on s an d vi s i bi li t y a t rii ght . The Br i t i s h } +o sc;ui t o f or ce e  r -

ci se d t he un c;ua l i f i ed a.
i r s up r ema cy ov e r t h e Rei ch   s t e r r i t or y a t ni ght .

By n ow, t h e cont i nua l e f f ec t of t h e n i ght at t a cks ha d de ve l oped i nt o a

   ,̀ os qui t o p l agu e " f or Ger many . The empl oyment of Br i t i sh n ui san ce bomber s
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and a i r c r a f t ca r r yi n g a  en t s i r or.z t he z i
.r

i;   se i n l t a l y i  +d bee n i .n c r a a s ed

i n t.pr i l . The a l  :r r i ng ef f e c t s of t h i s ercpl oyr ,en t e:ct e r.ded t o .lu st r i ` ,

  lun   . r y , an d t o t he r, r e  s of Cze cl:os l ov  :i a , YuUos l uvi a , and Pol an d .

The Br i t i sla 1#r   e - s c a l e __
t t   :cl: s cii d n ot   •e ve   l a s  .ec i  ;l

t enden cy i n r   sp ec t t o t h e 9e l e c t i on o.f t   r be t s . Nawev e r , t h e Br i t i sh

Bcmber Corr    r .d a s vre l l a s t he , me r i ca n  :i r f ur ce s t a t i oned i n Gr ea t ? r i t  

oe   a.n t o  a t a c k i n st dl l a t i on s of t he t r an s   or t a t i on sy st em i n t he Rei c t. ' s

t e r r i t or y , e si: e c i a l l y i n t he ur e :, of t he ithi n e   i ve r . '  r e s e a t t a ck s cuu -

se d 'ne dvy a ar.:  e t o r a i h •oad Gt a t i on s , Yio,.eve r , di d no t  :.a t e r i ui l y i .mpa i r .

t h e Ge r rrd n t r an sp or t a t i on ac t i vi t i e s t o t he   ;e st e r n a r e a s oc cup i ed b     e r -
• r.a n y .

I t c oul d b e as s un:ed t hat i t wa s an l y dur i n g t h e day Gn d

ni    t a t t a ck s on t 'un i ch on 21.,.
Apl•i l t 't , ; t t h e i     r a nd t h e : me r i can a i r f o r ce

s t at i on od i n Gr ea t Er i t  :i n di r e c t l y coor di na t ed t lie i r op er G' ,i on s .

The t ot a l oae r a t i on s of t 'r e R  F    ; a i n Ct t h e : e i ch ' s t e r r i t o iy

   d t l e er  st e r n a r e as co ve r ed Uy t li e l,r  i.;e z i r de f en s e i n ' :  r i l 1944 con -

  st e d of :

• 6 1
_a r   ,e - ; c a l e at t a ck s on t  .r  ;e t s i n t t.e ite i ch ' s t e r r i t o r y ,

1 l a r  -e - ;-ca l e at t ack on Bud ape st ,

18 nuicance raids a ainst tar et  in tr,e Reichts territory conduc .

t ed f r orr t he a i r b;, se i n Gr e   t :  r i t ai n ,

2 :, i s s i on s t o dr op  :  ,en t s f i o  •n f r or ; t he  :r i t i sh   i r ba s e i n

I t a17 , and

11 rri n i.n  - op e r a t i on s j ,i t h e r ;: hGsi s on t tie r,a l t i c Ce a , of t en c onduc

t ed ti i t l; s t r ang f cr ce   .
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It was only during one night of the month that not a single British air-

craft appeared over the Reich s territ rY.

b.
) Briti h Offense Tactics and Radio IrYterference

______ _,  

J ur i ng t he wi nt e r of 1y1 3/ 4!{ t he I AF Xa ac ed gre at empha si s on
a a  l e

_
and

_
v ar i e  L

'radi o i nt e rf er enc e act i vi t i e s i n l i ne wi t h i t s ni ght bombe r ope cat i ons

t o di st urb t he ccmmi t ment of t he Gern  n ni ght f i gk t ar uni t s . Thi s peri od

of
4  dio interference r ad been successfully overcome by the Germans by the

Qnd of 1:  rc    . ti owe ve r , al ready si nc e t he be  ;i nni ng of 191}l.  t he 3  ri t i sh

air com nand atte pted to counter by variable tactical msasures the defen-

si ve a ct i on of t he German ni ght f i ght e r f o rce i n t he home ai r de f en ae
•

,Bri t i sh ai r comm
_
a nd i

whi ch s c ored i nc re a si ng succ e s s . By ac t i an of al l t ype s t he i   endeavo

to conceal the approaah routes and the targets of the bomber units. E ren

so , i t wa s not ab l e t o pre vent t he f ai l ure on 30/ 31   :  h 191 4 .

The :=.pr i 1 19t,1+, howev e r , i:r ought a change i n t he Br i t i s h ni.ght

bombe r tis ar f ar e . Thi s coul d , above al l , be as cr i bed t o t he gr eat f l e  bi l i

t y and t enac i t y of t he Bri t i sh cot rwand as tire a.l as t o t he c ons i de r abl e

; t r i k; n  potiver of t he Bri t i sh ni ght bombe r f or ce s . Thel at t e r wa s denon-
 

• strated by numerical superiority, varied command facilities, an d high

t r a i ni n g st andar ds of t he f Li g  t c rews . I n s pi t e o f t he l o s s af at l ea s t

;00 ne n of hi gh - c l a s s f l i ght pe r sonne l s ol e l y duri ng t he ni gk t of 30/ 31

l  ar ch , t h e f i ght i ng sp i r i t of t he bombe r gr oups was unbrohe n .

I n Apr i l 191 1  t he A.  F , app l yi n g new t ac t i cal n et hod s , s t ar t ed

  .
ni   t ope r at i on s agai nat t he Rei ch   s t er ri t ory and   i t h compar at i ve l y

1 i t t i e l o s se s i t su cceeded i nca i nt ai ni ng t he ni ght ai r ope rat i ons whi eh

we re t o ra v e s o g rav e co ns equ en ce s f or Germany . The new t a ct i c s appl i ed

!I
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by t he RAF co nsi   t ed in

er!pl oyi ng s ev e ral bomber s t r eams i f pos si bl e s:i,mul -

t aneo usl y ag ai ns t di f f er ent t ar get s i n t he nei ch ' s t e r r i t o ry i nst ead of

ope rat i ng r i t h a si ngl e bombe r st re am i n t he s e ni ght at t a ck s . The eval ua -

t i on o f t he se Lri t i sh i nt r udi ng oper at i ons by t r.e   er man c omruand wds , in

addi t i on , r ender ed di i'f i cu l t b3r t he f act t hat of t en Bri t i sh nui san ce  

  and   i n i ng f or ce s l e f t t he a.
i r ba se Gi eat Dri t ai n si mul t aneous l y  ri t h

t l; e f our - engi ne bo r:ber s t rear s . Thu s , i t had be come ext zen e l y di f f i cul t

an d of t e n impos si bl e f or t he Gern an radi o i nt el l i gence t o l o cat e t he nai n

bomber st re am( s ) ac curat el y an d i n t i me . I t had t o a cqui re new knowl edg e
t he ba   i s of ,t o be ab l e t o comput e on{ t he be ari ng s of t rie Bri t i s h rada r   t Gt i on s t r.e•

r   .
i n e f f ort of t he f our -  ngi r e  bo  be r st re ams .

c .
) Ccmrai t ment of t he German hi ght   'i ght e r For c e s

- - - - - - -

On 1 Apr i l t he headr;uar t e r s of t he I Fi ght e r Co rps a s suu ed

t he re spon si bi l i t
,y

f or t he ni ght f i ght e r def e n s e s v -i t hi n t he ent i re  „ei ch  

t e rr i t ory .
(   ee Chapt e r I , l c ) By t hi s ar rr ngement 4 demand rai

.s ed by t he

corps headc ua rt er s i n aut umn 191,3  ra s met . Z he com nand or gan i zat i on of 1

Apr i l 1944 cr eat ed t he ba Qi s f o r a uni f i ed i n t e r pret at i on of t he ai r si t ua-

  ' t i on i n t he r'.ei ch   s t e r ri t ory ar d  r ade i t o s si bl e t o c oncent rat e f orc e s

f or t he re pul s i on of Br i t i s t  ni ght at t acks . I n s pi t e of t hi s bas i s t he

ef f i c i ency of t he ni   ,
ht f i gk t er def e ns e s h:..d de crea ced i n : :pri l 19  .

The re a s on f or t hi s de cre as e  ti   s pri    ar i l y t he Bri t i sh t act i c s of empl oyil  

seve ral bombe r st r ea,Qis i n conj unct i on wi t h 3mpl e caciouf l dg e mea sur e s .

The he ad  :uart er s of th e I Fi ght er Cor ,  s di d not s uc c eed i n c oncent rat i ng

a ma a mum ctrength of defense forces on the respective bomber stream.
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Short - range i nt rusi ons wi t h at t acks agai nst t arget a i n t he Y e st e rn part

of t r,e P,ei ch ' s t er ri t ory or i n t he  +e st er n out post dr ea and t i me - c on sumi ng
r e spect i  te

e f f o r t a t o f i nd vut t r. e 'fr .ai n ovmbe r st re am we r e t he r ea sons why t r.e ni ght

f i gh t e r f o rce s we re of t en ea,pl oye d t oo l at e or i n a pr e ci pi t s t ed r.anner .

 ,'or e over , t he 5 ri t i sh   no  sev e r al - bombe r st rearn an d c onceal
.me nt t a c

t i c s br ought about a di spe r si on of t r:e ni ght f i gr+t er ope r at i ons as   re ]1 a s

  t he ni sdi re ct ed commi t ment of f o rce s . Fi na l l y , bad i e at he r c ondi •:

t i on s and , Gbov e a11 ,
bad vi s i bi l i t y at hi gh al t i t ude s s o ue t i me s i mpai red

t he ef f i c i en cy of t he   erman ni g  t f i g r.t er def e nse s . •

I n t he endeavor t o re pul s e t he Gri t i sh i nt rus i on s f r om t he,
i   aut h t he i nadequ acy of  r,at e r i e l and pe r s onne l of t he radar and ground

cont r ol or  -ani zat i on i n t he ar e a s of  '.us t ri a and N mga ry made i t se l f un-

f av orabl y f el t , The net wo rk of radar st at i ons i n t l-:e s e are as wa sY. i de l y di

  persed ,
the construction of the stations w ;s, in part, not yet completed

and the personnel manning the stations lacked experience. The night figbte

t rai nd
.ng uni t s erapl oyed i n t he se ct or of t he Fi ght er Commande r Ost   rk

laeked operational experienee. A straa e development occurred that over
,a¢ ong ot l er t ype s of ai rc r af t , .

t he ar ea s of Aust ri a and liunkar y , t he obs ol et e Type Do ,217 ni   t f i ght e r

  v i t hout t he T P e   I 2 ai rborne se a rch. apparat us wa s commi t t ed ag ai n st t he

obs o l et e Type ,:eli i r.gt on bomber , I t Y+aS not unt i l   A;,r i l 191a1,. t hat t he
Twi n- F.ngi   e  i ii ght   Fi gh

 
 t   r . _  

he adquar t e r s of t he I Fi ng t e r Corp s t r•an s f err ed fh e ex per i enced :Znci '  r ouP 

5t h Ni ght Fi ght er ;:in g f r om t he se ct or o  ' t he l st Fi ght er Di vi
.s i on on t he

ai r f i e l d of r ar ndorf i nt o t he se c t o r of t he Fi ght er Caoomande r J st a;ar k ,

 
.mong other statements, postw ar literature disclosed that

Bri t i sh i nt er f e rence i rr,pai r ed t he ef f i ci enc y of t he German
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_
  ype 8 1 2 ai rbom e sear ch apparat us al r eady i n Apr i l 191F1+ and t hereby

reduced the successea of the night fighters in bringing doxn enen  aircraft.

The war di ary of th e I Fi ght e r Gorp s cont ai ns no st at ement t o t hi s ef f ect ,

Tdwards t he end of Apr i l 1941; German radi o i nt el l i .gence had us
bet we en empl oy ed

eucceeded in differentiating   the bomber groups in Brltish
3n

l a r ge - s cal e ope rat i ons and imc eval uat
 

t he d3
.
f f er ent bombe r s t r eao s .

Consec uentlq, the operationR of the night  ighter units in the home air  

ag ai n
def e nse h  d    us t i f i ed prospect s f or deci si ve succe s se a i n t he f ut ure . Thi s

was especially so since the British several-bomber stream tactics had not

reduced the effectiveneaa of the Gern  an night fighter combat methods but,

- above a11 , t he ef f i ci en c  of t he German radar sy st em whi ch was t he basi e of

a systematic night fig ter commitment, This abuse was remedied.

The pro bl e m of repul si ng t he ?ype 1  osc ui t o bomber s remai ned compl e t el y

  sol ved al so i n kpr i l 191 1+.

d. ) SucceRse s and Los se s i n Apr i l 191. 4
______________

I n Apr i l 19  1+ t he average t ot al st rengt h of operat i onal n i.ght

_ fY.ght er ai r craf t i n t he sect or of t he I Fi ght er Corps amount ed t o :  -
270 t   ri n- engi ne ni ght f i ght er ai rcraf t

_ __.__r   ______.   
and LUO si ngl .e -  ngi ne ni ght f i g  t er  ai rc raf t .

    -            

The total number of nig t fighter ai craft cou itted in the srctor of the

I Fi ght er Corps i n Apr i l 1941,. amount ed t o :

188L  si ngl e- eng  .ne and t wi n- ang  ne fi ght er ai rcraf t .
  .

Ths t ot al l os se s in ni g  t f i g  t er ai rcraf t i n t he sect or of t he I Fi ght e r
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Corp s i n  , pr i l 191  .  : r  ount o 
.

t a :

7b c.i r c r   .
f t  . h=ch i   1    of t he t o t a l e,f f or t .

- - -     _ _   

The l o s s e s o f t he RAF ove r t he Rei ch   s t e rr i t or y i n t he se c t or of t he I Fi g h

t e r Cor ps i n AFri l 19 +4   ount ed t o :

11,3 ai r c raf t not inc l udi ng ai r c raf t
      ..        _.. 
brought dvvrn by ant i ai rc r af t a r t i l l ery .

Zhi s f i gure   ras ebout 2 ,
6  of t he e s t i rnat ed t   t a l ef f or t of t he RAF agai ns t

t he Rei ch   s t e r ri t o ry a  o unt i n,g
t o S ,C O di r craf t   i n :'.gri l 19LF1+ and ab out

3  of the heavy bomber aircraft enployed.
_

•
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2 ,
} Br i t i =h I :ui s an ce rtai

•d on Es s en d ur i n  t he Ivi   ht of 31   a r ch t o 1 h :r i l
, _ _  _   _  _     

1y41;
_ 

(See  ketch: horae air defense, supplement 180!)

: ,nemy Ei"'f or t

-     - + - - - r

E s s en wa s at t aclced by I O Typ e   'os oui t o bombe r s vii t hout Qpe c i Fil

suc c e s s .   t 21 : Q2 hou r s 12 a i r c r a f t app r oach ed u cr o s s t h e  ;  d e r Sea .

Cne T  -:e  .:os cui t o ai r cr a f t of t h em cr ui s ed ove r t he ar en ea st of  . .epp e l
than

and   t ur r.e d bGc K on count e r r out e , An ot h er i.:os , ,Z:
i t o pene t r a t ed i nt o t h e

ar e  . of    epx,en . The   ;;or i t y of t h e ai r c r a f t  .;r oceed e d i n s out h - ea s t e r n d i

• r ec t i o n i nt o t h e a r e-: of   s sen , Dui sbur g . They r e t ur ned vi a Sch e l de E st u a r   -

up t o 22 : 05 hour s .

Ct he r Enem,v
  ct i vi t i e s

Dur i n  ; t he per i od f r om 21 :23 h our s t o 21 : L,Q ho ur s

a number of aircraft cruised in the sea area north of the islund of 1er-

  che l l i n; and pr e s ur  a bl y d r o  ped   rr.i n e s .

An aircraft (Fh ) penetrated acrocs the Zuider Sea,
• an d

f l yi n o at a l o •r a l t i t ude , i nt o t he .3r e  , of 1-=ann ove r , Ka s s e l , 1  agd ebur g ,
 

and
St end a l an d re t ur ned b;l s:a y of  3r emen    Emden .

an d Fr an l;f ur t on t he li-a i n
A b os c,u

i t o , f l yi r g ove r F r r.uzce i n ea Gt e r n di r e ct i on ,

r e ac l  ed t he a r e    of ': ue r zb ur o and  3    be r    :nd r e t u r n ed on c ount e r r out e .

" out h er n   or w zy vra s cr o s s ed 'by t wo Lri t i s 'r  cou r i e r a i r c r a f t f l yi n  i n di r e c

t i on of ° :reden . t: Er i t i st  cou r i e r a i r cr s f t r:   s s ed b y Nor t h e r n J ut l and   l y-

i n f; t o `' +eden .
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. . .c om  t ment of t he I Fi ght r  c Qrps

The foilawing forces were employed:
.

   

. Tbs l st and t he 3rd Fi ght er Di vi si ons e  l   yed i  aoo  s3  &'  e
,

.
fighters each.

Tot al Ef f ox  : 6 ai r cra,f t

I

E  y I o s se  s   Fos  l osse e r. re not obeerved.
..,  -.   . -

Losse a of Fi-1 eridl y Force s : Ame .
  

. . 

  eat her Candi t i arsa :

I n t he sout hern part of t he sect or :of t he 3rd .
F'i g  t er

Di v  .  3v  ar d i n t he Ruhr ar ea,: Bri g  t .

.
Ot herwi ee : 3/ 10 t o   / 10 cl oude bet r een   00 an i 1 000 me-

t er s .   ai bi l i t p : 1i0 t o 20 ki l o:net e r s . In t he coast s l

area seat t er ei arww aho  rer s wi t h cl owds at al t   .  de s c 

  °'   JO t o 1 00 mst er a.

. .
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3 .
) Bri t i sh Nui sance hai ds on Kre f e l d, Aachen , and  Iamel n on

    - - -     _  _____
1/ z̀ Apr i l 1 9!}! 
- -------

( See sket ch : home ai r def en se , s uppl ement ].
80 ; )

Enemy Effort

_   ____ 
  A t ot al of 30 Type   os   ,ui t o bomber s a t t acked Kre f el d ,  z̀achen ,

and Hamel n . Beg i nni ng at 20 :39 hour s t he borabe r s ap proache d vi a t he i s-

l and of i er sche l l i ng and Nor t he rn Hol l and . Thev pr vi c eeded i n ea s t,e r n di -

r ec t i an i nt o t he are a of Cel l e , Braunsc hwei g , and   lannove r and i n s ou -

t he rn di re ct i an i nt o t he are c of Dui s ourg and Aachen .   hey re t urned f r om

t he dr e a of Hainel n f r om .21 :   0 hour s an d Ir om t he ! uhr ar ea f5rom 21 : 05 

hour s on Theai rc ra t t e -. f l e f t̀ h ai r s pac e ov er t he   s l and of Ame l and ond

ove r t he ,.e s t e r s c t e l de up t o 'L2 ' S0 hour s .

I n addi t i on, t he f ol l owi ng operat i ons were observed :

Seve r al
. ai rcraf t i nt ruded ov  r s ea t o t he '   e st r"ri s i an i s -

l ands . i{f t e r dr oppi r g t i nf oi l s t h ey t urned bc ck an count e r rout e s .

A Erl t i sh ai r craf t wa s obs e r ved f l yi n g ove r Nort he rn Jut l and ,

pre s umabl y car r yi ng suppl i e s i o r a ;ent s . .•

Commi t raent of t he I Fi ght e r Corp s
 

The f ol l owi ng f orce s were c ommi t t ed :
_, ___    _

By t he 3rd Fi ght e r Di vi s i on 3 s i ngl e - engi ne f i gk,t cr s we r e

empl oy ed t o repul s e at t ac ki ng T; pe ] ,os _u
i t o at r c raf t , and 4 t wi n- eng i ne

f i ght e r s we re ampl oyed yyhi ch we re t o appl y t he "Hi mmel bet t "
-ni ght f i ght er

ai rc raf t
t ac t i cs t o re pul s e aet   ies i

.n
t rudi ng t o t he  '.e st, Fr i s i an i s l an ds .
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8 y t he 2nd Fi
.g

ht er Di vi si on 1 t Y i n - engi ne f i ght e r wa s er  pl oyed t o app l g t he

''Hi mcnel bet t ''  ni   t f i ght e r t act i c s i n orde r t o repul se ai r c raf t i nt r udi ng

t o t h e t:e ; t Fr.i. si an i s l ands .

Tot al Ef f ort : $ ai rcr af t
  _ 

Ene  y Los ae s : Ene  y l o s s e a we re not ob s e rved .
1 - - - -            

Los s e s of Fri endl y For c e s : None .
- - - - - - - - -  

Weat h er Condi t i ons : 0/ 1 0 t o 4110 cl oud s ,  
.orr'e r c ei l i ng 1 00 0 raet e r s ,

  ____
ug pe r cei l i ng 1 5p0 t o 2A0 0 met e r s .  lbo ve 600 0 met e r s

thin cloud formations. 

4 .
) L-sr i t i sh At t ac k on   udape st on 3/ l   tpr i l 191 

  .         M - - -     - w - r - - - -   -     -  (See aketch : home air defense, supplement 1$0:)

Enem  r,f f o r t
., ._ ___ __ 

I n t he f i r s t hal f of t he ni ght about 30 Typ e ' 1-e l l i ngt on bam-

ber s approached f r om t he Bri t i sh ai r ba se i
.n

I t a l y vi a Croat i a and ti e s t e rn

Hung ar y i n nor t hern di rec t i an and bor.:bed Budape s t .   numbe r of ai r cra f t ,

presarnably carrying supplies for agents, penetrated by way of Slovakia in-

_ t o t he a re a of Lodz and Vvar aaw, k]1 t r,e se ai rc r af t r eurned m c ourst e r ro u-

tes. Sli
.g
ht damage was caused at Budapest.

Commi t ment of t he I ?'i ghLe r Corp s
________  _____      _____ 2 he f ol l owi ng f o rce s wer e ea.pl oyed i n ni ght f i   it er pur sui t
............................. .

Not e : "Hi mne l b e t t " i s t he de ai gn at i on f o r t h e ol de r t ype of ni gh t f i ght i ng

i n tis hi ch each German ai .rcra f t wa s a s si gn ed t o a part i cul a r "box n

out s i de of whi ch i t wa s not aut hori zed t o ope r at e .
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operations:

By t he 7 t̀ h Fi   ht e r Di vi s i an ( Fi ght e r Comnande r Cst ma rk ) : 6 t  tii .n- engi ne

f i gh t e r ai rcr af t .
Z he y us semul ed ove r t he ai r f i e l d of r arndorf

and pro ce eded ac r o gs t he La; ce hal at on t o Budape st .

Enem r Lo  se s : 3 bomber ai rcraf t de fi ni t el y sYiot down .
         

Losse s of Fri endl y For ce s : 1 Type Do 217 ai rcraf t sli ght l y damaged .
 

V  eat her Condi t i ons : I n Aust ri a and Hungary t hi n cl at d f oz  at i ons at about

- - M

500 0 met e r s . Vi si b i l i t y f r om 5 t o 1 5 ki l omet er a.

Speci al I nf o rmat i on : On 3 Apri l 19    + Zaaj or Hans J oac hi m J ab s was awarded

• ,   _ _.._
t he addi t i on   of t he oakl eaf cl ust e r t o t he

l  i ght cr o s s of t he i r on cr os s .

5. ) Bri t i sh Nui sance Rai ds on Esaen an d boe l n on l / 5 APri l 1944

_        _........      _ - - - - -
( Se e s ket ch : r.one ai r def en s e , suppl e ment 180 : )

Enemy Effort

r

I n t he f  r st hal i of t he ni ght a f or c e of about L,0 Type  +:o squi -

to bombers penetrated via Northern Be1 1.um
in eastern direction and attacked

• Es sen and uoe l n . They ret urned vi s I iol l and .

Coiati ,.t ment of t he I Fi ght er Cor p s
+

Ope rat i ons ag ai n st t he nui s an c e ai r c raf t we r e not conduct ed ,

s i nce t he ni :ght   à
.ght e r s of t he 3it 1 r i ght e r Di vi si on whi ch we re t o be empl oy

ed ag ai nst t he Tyr e L:oFc;ui t o a i raraf t we re not i n ape r a ,i onal c ondi t i on.

Ene ny Lo   s e s : Lne,my l o s s e s we r e not ob se rved .
  __ 

Los se s of Fr i endl y Forc e a : N  e
_ .      _  

  -
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   eat her Condi t i ona : 3/ 10 t o 6/ 10 li   t cl oud s at about $00 met er s ; cl oud-
  ___-   _____..._

,
l e s s i n t he t ar get ar e a .

  . ) Br i t i 9h hui saa ce ope r at i on s on 5/ 6 Apr i l 19L 1 
    _______      _________^_( See ske t ch : ho me ai r def en se , suppl eanent 1$O1)

Ene  y Eff or t

2  Br i t i sh nui saace ai r cr af t f l yi ng vi a Schel de Est uar y and St .
 lrond reached the area of  et . Thsy returned osn counter routes.

Ca   d.t ment of t he I Fi ght er Cor p s
-- ------ ---

The cor p s xas not ope r at i car a.l l y empl oyed .
.

Enemy Los se s : Er et0.y l osse s were not ob ser v ed .•

  os s e s of F ri end l y F  rce s : None .
____..___  __ 

7 Tea t he r Can di t i ons : 10/ 10 s t r at u s c l oud s .
Lowe r cei l i ng f r or  200 t o 1  00   e -

__.___
,

t e r s , r ai n .
a 

Special In£ormation: On 6 April 191+1; Oberstleutnant Guenther Radusch, Com-
_ ______ -

• n,andi ng Off i ce r of t he 2n d Ni ght Fi ght er   i ng x as axar  

ded the additi.on of the oakleaf to the knight cross of

t he i r on cr oss .
•

b .
) On 6 Ap r i l 1 9I lE Obe r f e l ctrveb el Fr ank , 2nd Squ ad r on / 3r d

Ni g ht Fi ght e r   :'i ng , x a s avrar d®d t h e lu i gbt cr os s of id 

t he i r on cr os s .

?.) British Nud.aance Raida on Hagen, Dvisburg, Koeln, and Hamburg aa 6/7
    __  ________  ,__  _ - - - - ____    

Apr i 1 191+ 4  
- -    
(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 1 1J)

Enen{y Ef f o r t
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The f o 11 oE•t  ng ope r at i on   zve re concluct ed by t l e   ,F' :
- - - - - - - - - - - - __        . 

P;ui s fuic e r di dc an Ya gen ,  7 ui s17ur g , and Koel n .
bombe r

Begin ni n    :t 21 : 25 hour s J C Zype 2 "os u.
i t o `  ti r craf t appr oached vi a Hol l ard

i n sout h- ea st er n di rect i on and fl ew i nt o t hQ ar ea of Jort muld , ;:u   pe r t al ,

r:oe l n , and Bonn .   os e ai r cr di t r et ur•ned  axt remel y ea rl y ac ro cs t he area of

Hol l and . 7 he r:a j or i t y of t he ai rcraf t re t urned f r om t he Ruhr area vi a   che l -

de Es t u   .r y up• t o 2  : 2 7̀ hour s . I ndi vi du4l di rc r    f t dro:  ped t hei r   ombs al s o

on Kre f e l d and --'.achen .

A nuisance raid on hGmburg.

• Be g i nn i n g dt 2 2 : G2 ho ua•s 3 0  ' yp e   `o s qu i t o bo mbe r a i r c r a f t i n t r ude d a c r o s 9
O

t he rTr t h Fr•i si an i
.s

l ands ,
husum, and i3eumuens t er i n t o t he are a of hamburg .

They re t u rned vi a El b e Est uar y up t o 22 : 50 ho ui•s .

t'1 c oui i er ai rc raf t Fl eti  t o '̀ri t ze r l and . The ai rcraf t appr oached b;;

ti•aay of Dun  er l , i n so ut h- ea st ern di r e c t i on t o t he La} e o f ConGt arice an d proc e e

ded t o `'vri t ze r l  irbd .

CaiT'i@
Ttîro c ;.ur i e r ai rcr af t   f r orr. :'we de n a cr o s s t he Skage r r ak an d

• anot he r cour i e r ai r c r af t f l eti , t o :.  e den .

Comtrd.t L:e,nt of t Y e I .Fi ght er CorY,s
_._._    _,  

TY e F ri t i sti a i r c r a f t ap pr o a chi ng acro s s t he Nort h   ea r,e re , at f l r s

pre  w ned t o be f our - e ngi ne bombe r st re am, r or t hi s re a s on , 11 t wi n - e n  .ne

f i ght er ai r c r a f t of t l  e 2n   r i ght er Di vi s i on a s s emL l ed f or conmi t me nt . T} .ey

  ere l at e r cor  ;i t t ed ove r the coa st al ar e a s of t he 1-iel i g al and Bi p  t by ' Hi m-

rr$ l be t t " t   .c
t i c s .
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Enemy Los s e s : Enemy l o s s e s we re not ob se r ved .

Los se s of Fri endl y For ce s : None .
_   ..      _

R'eat h er C  ndi t i ons : I n t he se ct o r of t he 3rd r i g ht e r Di vi si on l Of 10 cl ouds ,

l ower cei l i ng 1 50 met er s , u  . pe r ce i l i ng f r o n 1 500 t o 5 

?,
  00   t er s . I n t he  iel i gol and Bi .ght 0/ 10 t o 5/ 10

clouds, lower cei]ing Fs00 meters.

8 .
) Bri t i s h } 'i ni n$ Oper at i ons of f t h e Dut ch Coa st on 7/ 8 Apr i l 1941 

_____ __`____  _____________ -_-  --
( See sket ch : home ai r def ens e , supp l em ent 1$1 1)

Enemy Eff ort

  r
Duri ng t he per i od f r orn 22 :31+ hours t o 23 :0   hour s 40 Br i t i sh

rr,i ne l a   r ai rc r af t c rui sed ov er t he se a and e oa st al are a f r om t he i s l and of

Vli e l an d t o Ber gen op Zoom at an al t i t ude o f 1 50 met e r s . Ths y we re obs e r ved

,
returning in western direction from 22:58 hours on .

I ndi vi du al ai rc r af t , pr e s wra bl y "F +", pene t rat ed vi a   lor t he rn

3 e l gi um i n so ut h - ea s t ern di r e e t i on i nt o t he ar ea of St .
Trond and r et urned

by  1ay o f i  Sche l de Est ua ry ,

  Comc i t ment of t he I r i ght e r Corps
_ ._

Ey "Hi mme l bet t ' - t Uct i c s 2 t w3 n- e ngi ne f  ght e r s were empl oyed

  .___.__  
by t he 3rd Fi   t e r Di vi s i on vve r t he c oa st al are a of lvort he rn Hol l and .

F nemy Los s e s : Enemy l os s e s wo re not obse rved .
_____________

Log se s of Fri e ndl y Force s : Nane

Weat her Concli t i ons : 5/ l p t hi.n ].zye r of st rat us cl ouds at al t i t ude s f r am 50 0

_ _ _ .
to 1000 meters; at higher altitude  cloudless.

,
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Spe ci al Tnf orr  t i on : The f o l l owi ng of f i ce r s were de c orat ed on $ l+pr i l :
        . -  -

Haupt ua nn '̀ choene rt , Comman di n g Of f i ce r of t he l Ot h

Ni ght Fi ght er   ro up x as awardad t he add i t  .on of t he o akl eaf c l ust er t o

the knight cro s of the iron croGs, and

Fiaupt a ann Fel l e rer , Cammandi ng Of f i c er of t he 2nd Gro up

5t h Ai ght Fi ght e r    i ng , an d Obe rf e l dti• ebe l Sche r f l i ng , 4t h Gro up/ l s t Pai ght i   fc

Fi ght er Y:i ng , wer e awarded t he lmi ght cr os s of t he i r on c ro s s .

5 .
) Bri t i sr. tdui sance 3ai d s on Dui sburg and Es s en an 8 / 9 Apri l 19 4 +

___________  + ____  __________ r _   _______  ______
( s e e sket ch : Y ome ai r def en s e , s uppl e ce nt 1B1 I )

• Enemy Ef f ort

_ 

The f ol l owi ng ope r at i on s we re conduct e d by t he   ;F :

a nui s an ce r ai d  -.g ai ns t .
Ls s en k i t h 5C T

,ype   o aqui t o bombe r s .

:  eg;
..nn i ng Gt 21 : 1,z hour s t he ai r c raf t i nt r ixi ed Uet r ee n li erge n op Zoom

and Noordwi j k b  way of h ordhorn , ?  he i n e , L uen st er i nt o t he Ruhr area .
o n .  

r ro m 22 :16 hou r s ' t he y ret urned i n tiye s t e rn di re c t i on . Ths a i r craf t l e f t t he

air space betti• een Schelde  stuary and Bergen op Zoom up to 23:10 hours.

A f e-r  ai rcraf t̀ dropped bombs al s o on Bochol t and Obe rhauae n .s
A nui san ce r  .i d on Dui sburg ti• i t h j 0  l ype Dtos qui t o bombe r s . Be -

  n m3
.ng at 22 : 18 hou r s t he  ..i r cruf t i nt-r ix.  c  ; vi a Nor't h ern Hol l and ,

  r oni t gea

and Osna brue ck i nt o t r.e Ruhr a  e a . ?hey ret ur ned ac ro s s t he Dut ch c oa s t bet -

ween Den r+el der and Zan dvoo rt up t o z3   37 hour s .

Nui s an ve ope rat i o ns   c onduct e d by i ndi vi dual ai rc r af t f r om t he

Bri t i s h • ;i r ba s e i n I t al y over Cro at i a i nt o t he ar   a o f budape st . The

a i r cr af t r et urne d i n sout he rn di re c t i an .
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Commitment of the I Fi hter Corps

The f o l l o'.S  n; f o  ̂ ce s   ,e re en pl oyed :

Zo r epul se nui s ,:n ce r   i d s <   a i r_s
t t Yie .:u.

Y:r  :r ea :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Ey t r.e ; r d Fi gh t er   i vi -

s i on i n "E=.i r:U  l het t '' t ac t i c s : 1+ t •r i n - en   i :e f i   ht e r s (T;,  :  s h:e 21 y : n d

L̀    :10 ) .
a i r c r af t

l o r epu l s e nu i s  :r. ce i n ].ua  ar y :

L
,y

t h e rjt l   ^ i     t e r   i vi   i on i n t:ur s ui t o.  e :   t i on 4: 16 t  ,i r. - znUi r.e f i   ht e r s

(   ;,7  e s : e 1 1fJ an d Do    
.
7 ?

. t he   i r c r   f t :: s seriiUl e d ove r t h e d.
i r i i e l d of

  I' s •n do r f an d p r o oe ed etY by ti ay  of   S     ;: e U -l a t on t o   uda   ;e s t .

Tot a l E f f or t : 20 t . i n   rr  i n e f i  -,
Y;t e r s .

En emy Los s e s : Enerr    l os s e s v e re not oL s e r ve ;i .

Los se s of r•r i en dl y r' or c e s : h ane .

.ea h e r   ondi t i orls : 8/ :  0 t o 10i  10 u :s l o  :i n   c l oud s :- bove j 00  .  r :e t e r s .

10 .
) P.r i t i ti h I:tri .s an ce : ai d 5 on    i t i e s i r: t h e Ii ei c r  ' s Zer r i t or y and i i ni.n  

Ope r ra i on Q i n t h e li ay of :: an zi  ; on ; j 10   pr i l l yi, .a 
      -------------------------------- -

(  ' ee    _e t c ':  : l  o  _e a i r de f en se , 5up i l e r.:e nt

= -    !)
Enem•y

  f f or t

          _

  he f ol l o  :i r ;  oper ut i or s ti•,e r e con duct ed 1     t h e :    .F :

!:u.
i s   n ce r    d s on   ,ii sbur   a nci .  sn;  bi ue c i:   .i t h   t ot :a f or ce o f

SO Zvf: e t. o s l:i .t o   otr:be r s . - e  i nrii n   :.t 21 : 4C l.our s t he a i r c r  .f i   p p r o   c hed
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c et weon I j  aui d en an d t h e i s l an d cf Za  :e l .   hey Nr oc eed ::d by v+a y of Zuen st e r ,

OgnGbr u ec k , an d i n s out h - ea s t e r n di r e c t i on i nt o t Y;e nuh r  :r•e a . Fr o ri 22 : 17

h ou r s on t h e a i r c r a f t r et u rn ed i n v+e ^t e r n and n or t h   re st e r n di r e c t i on . t hey

i e f t t h e co a st b y tr+Gy of t h e i s l  snd of Vl i e l an d an d   che l de   st ua r  r up t o

23 : 00 houi •  .

fi ui san ce r ai d s or  i  oel n an d :=-annl-.e i m v. i t h a t ot a l af 30 Type   os  tu i t o bomt e r s .
Bef;i rL  .

i ng a t   2 : 0£  t h e a i r cr a f t ap pr o l ch ed ac r o s s t he :; hannel coa st c.;e t tire en

Dunl:e r k an d Cal a.i s f l̀ y i n  ; in eu st e r n di r e c t i on i n t o t he a r ea of   oe l n and i r.

s out r - e a   t er n a i r e c t i on i nt o t t  e a r e a of t h e rd  i ne and   .;ai .n : i ver s . Fr ou 22 :30

h ou r s on t h   a i r c r a f t re t u r n ed i n we st e r n 4nd nor t h } ti e s t e r n di r e ct i on . They

  c ro ^s ed t he co a st ue t we en Ost end and Cal a i s u   t o   : 00 riou r s .

. . rn :i s a r. ce r   .
i d or. f:  bu r    s d.t l:   l yp e   os kui t o bo>; be r s .

h egi nni n g at ? 2   1B

hour s t h e  .ti r c r  ri t app r   ACh ed r ou gh l y    d
..
l orne t e r s nor t h of t he i s l and of

Ter   ch el li ng .Cl yi ng i n ea s t e r n di r e c t i on no r t h of t he : .eGt an d Ea st r r i si an

i s l an d s i n t o   ra r el i g ol an d Bi gh t f r orn Y:he r e t h ey pr o ce ed ed i n s ou t  - ea s t e r n

di re c t i on i nt o t h e a r e .= of t a rr  u r g , b e  i nni n g at   3 : 05 t,ou r s t he y r e t ur ned i n

n or t h=: e st e r n di r e c t i on i n t o Y:el i go l an d Bi e  t . The l a s t ai r c r a f t i e f t a t 23 :j 0

r ou r   .
•

  r:  ni n g op e r at i on i n t h e I ay of DarrTi g wi t h   0  r.i r c r   f t . Z'he   i r c r af t ap pr oa -

ch e d ac r o s s t h e iior t h   ea about 1 50 ki l or:e t e r s we ^t of Esl  r g a t 22 : yS hour s .
They c r o s se d t h e coa s t be t v,een t he i s l an d of -i;oe,  an d ni n gk oe bi n g . Fr o  t Y e r e

t hey ; r o ce ed ed by. w:a y o f t he h at t e ga t   .nd t h c Cent r a l Ba l t i c i nt o t h e Ba y of

Dan zi g . Degi n r.i ng a t Ql : 55 hour G t he   l r c r a l' t r e t ur r ed on coun t e r r out e s b y

 na y of Y  or t h e r n J ut l and u,  t o oJ  :1 5 'rlou r s .

1  i Qs i on c t o dr _o p   ; ent c    er e f l a rn by a nur ;ber of a i r c r a f t f r om t he   r i t i s h
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ai r b as e i n I t a l y i nt o t he ar ea s of Sout hern r ol and aiid Uppe r   i l e si a , The

ai rc raf t approached by v ay of Cro at i a , ',, e s t e rn   'lun ;ury , and Sl ovaki a and re-

turned on counter route .

Commi t rrent of t he I F  ght er Corps
- - - - - - - _____      _____  .

The f o l l ovri ng f o r c e s we re empl oyed :

Agai nst i nt â udi ng Type   '•o s qui t o ai rc raf t i n t he Ruhr ar ea :
_       ---r----- ------

By t h e 3rd Fi ght er J i vi si on : 5 t wi n - en  ne f i g  t e r ai r craf t i n "  :i mmel bet t "-

t ac ti cs ove r Hol l an d .

 
Agai net mi ne - l ayi ng ope r at i ons :
, - - - - - --- - - - - - - - -

By t he 2nd Fi ght er '  i vi si on : A number of t v i n- eng ine f i ght er ai r c raf t i n

"k:i mrne bet t "t act i cs at t he ne s t er n coa st of   ut l • :nd . Z hey t urned t o t he pu i  

sui t of t he ene m y ai r craf t i n di r e c t ; on of t he Kdt t a f at . T'ne Ni ght '_
 

.ght er

Group ''  t ade " wa s eommi t t ed f or t he pur sui t , i he 1_ur =ui t ope r at i on v a s i ni -

t i at ed by t he r adar st at i on "  eehund "( Eragl i sh : seal ) . The pur sui t oper at i on

v;as st op,c e
d vlhe n   wedi sh t e rr i t ory wa s reac i ed .

  Ur i t s of t he l s t Fi ght er Di vi si on : i he ai r c raf t a   ser  bl ed ove r F  : ` 1 5
, „f t e r

friendly
t he m ne l ayi ng  :i r c raf t̀ had ;:r ocee ded i nt o t he Cent ra l bal t i c 'bhe  ̀'ai r eraf t

l anded on t he ai r f i e l d of   ol ber g .

I n ni gl- t f i g ht e r o: er at i ons t o pur sue ret urni ng a,i ne- l ayi ng ai r c raf t :
-   - - - w - - -   - - - w   - r   - - - - r - - - -   r - -         - - . -

Uni t s o f t he l st r i   t e r Di vYsi on : 'l l;e ai r cruf t s t   rt ed f rom t he aix f i e l d of
............................

Not e : -  F  ; means
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:i o]b e r g  :r.d  :s s e.-riul ed ove r F. F . "`'ee hiu d '' ( Ln;_,l
i s  : : s e_:1 ) a r,d t ur ned t   t r;e

pa ri sui t o'  .} :F ene ,r.   : i r c r  :f t r or t  , - ,  c   t of t h e r   d   r ct   t i on " :̀ee hu nd " .

li ::i t s o i t he   r d r i   'r,t e r :  i vi s i on : 2' . i n - e ;i  ne f i  ;hi.e r .: i r c r a f t    Y.i c . h<:d

,L  d e a   t o  .  a st ad e «s sembl e d ove r t ::e r  :dGr st  a i on ''  ee t:un d " an d t ur r:ed t

t 'r:e pu r  -ui t a f t he er.er-. y  :i r c r a i t n or t i,- a e  a of t i.e r ad  :r st 4t i on "  ee hun d 'r.

 l • ri n - en   n e f i   ,'r t e r ai r c r :: f t f r orr: t  echt  : : Y- ,_:u i d  n ce '•  t o   ut l   nd ar,d t u r -

:.i n   t o   } :e pu r s ui t of t   ,e enenr;  a i r c r   i t .

Ui,i t c o f t i.e J r  Fi ght e r    i vi s i on : The J u  ;  '  ro up s "T r ent e "ar,d '' i ,:;n   er  s  .a :  "

st;a r t ed i :: :  .r e ct i on of t t e r    d   r st .  t i or. "°.ee liund " a, :d t u r ned t o t he pur s u i t

of t h e en e:;,   a  r c r  .f t :
.n

t h e , r e  : of t t,e i at t  .:.C,a
t ,

•

    ai n st ai r c r  :f t c  r r yi n ;      ent s i n  -:unL :r y :

BJ  t he i t h : :
.  ilt e r '}i vi s i on : :: .  ur ,t e r ef t  ;i n --e n  i r. : l i   ta e r <<i r c r   f t of

t he 'r i   ht e r C. otr r.: 1ncie r Oct r , :r l  , i 'r e    i r c r   i't :-L .r t ed i r o. -
t h   ai r z i e l :; o i

P   r n,lo r f s      r, di re ct   on of    Lri    e st  :n d t u r n ed i nt o t he   r e o af L  ,:e  ;:.;14 -

t ce  .

Tot a l :  f f or t : 'Tj t r•,i n- en gi n e f i   t e r ::i r cr  :f t .

-   n er::;  Lo s s e s : l  ; m.i r,e - l  a y  n g   i r c r   f t tive re de f i ni t e l y sr ot  ior,n .

l .os s e s oi Fr i endi 5  .  or ce 4 : j  ii. r c r  :f t   e r e s,1
i  ;l t l y d  .ma   ed .

Los s e s o.t    er s onr,e l : 5 wound ed .

..............................

1̀: ot e :   Y-  rui d   n c c ll e a tl S
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Y  eat her Condi t i ons :
  _____ 

f r otu t he of
Hol l and and P ̀ or t h ' .. e st er n Ger A an y : 10/ 10 cl oud s adl a l t i t u d e .

  50 0 met er s up

i n se v er a l ct r a t a , fi a r t i a l l y r a i n . Fr om 0 1 : 00 : our s su dd en aFg r oa ch of hi gh -a l

t i t ude f'og .

J ut l and an d Bal t i c Sea a r ea : ; / 10 t o b/ l 0 r.i ;;h c1   l s ab ove bOC O met e r s .

Hung ar y : 10/ 10 c l oud s f r om t h  a l t i t ud e c f 1 20 0 ::.e
t e r s up ; s eve r a l t rLi n st r Gt a

up t o t he al t i t ud e of 200 0 met e r s .

11 .
) P r i t i s h Plin s izn ce Fa i d s on Dui s bur g , Due   s e :i d or f , an d r'un nove r on
- - - - - - - - - - -     ____ _    ._w _____ _ ..__  ,   _____    ____

1J / 11 Apr i l 191 1 
 

 

_..._; _    __,
(

  e c sx et ch : home a i.r
l e f en se , supp l emen t 183   )

Enemy i;f f or t

Fr or  21 :   0 nour s on 30 T;  e : os ui t o bombe r s penet r a t ed a cr os s t }-ie

Dut ch c o lst c e t u e er, b e r   en oF   oor  an 3 '  ' :r.d voor t . Ove r t he   ui d e r Sed t 'r ey

spl i t up t o pr oc ee d i n ea st e r n di r a c t i on in t o t he dr ea of Har n ov e r an d i n sout Y

ea st er n di r ec t i on in t o t he Rvh r a r aa . Af t e r ha vi rig t o  b ed tiann ov e r , Dui s bur g ,

and Due s se l d or f t he Type I :os .u
i t o b ombe r s i e f t ,  ' r o  23 : 05 i,ou r s : e s  = ect i ve l y

  22   31 t:ou r s on , t he P uhr a r ea i nti+e s t e r n una n or t h   r+e st e r n di re c t i on . 'l he i r r e -

t ur n f l i ght s o, e r t l- e cont i nen t we r e t e r n,.
i n a t ed a t 23 : 15 r,our s ove r Sche l de

a nd
E s t ua r   `̀ at t he D .

t cr  c oa s t   L  oe t r  e en t he i s l a nd of Ter sc he l l i ng an d Den h   ag

at 21, =  hour s .

Si mui t a ne ou s l y  tii t h t he a l p ea r an ce of t l e ; ̀ os : ,u
i t o borr:be r s vf f t h e Dut cY  co  st

a bombe r s t r s atr: f r or.:
t t:e a r ea of hor v.i ch up pr o  che d t he Charu e l coa st bet ttiee n

f 1yi n 
: . e st e r sc he l de and     t end vi n Gout h- ea st er n di r e ct i cn . The borr,be r s a t t acked i n -

the
r t a l l a t i on s of "r a i l r o  :d st a t i on i n  r en t arid be  ;an t  - e i r r e t ur n f 1i   Y:t .
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_  _
• 

  t r+  dni gr.t a Ty  e   os +,ui t o ai r c r  :f t f l ew  ;c ro s s Sche l de Eg t wary i n sout rl-

ea s t ern dl
.r e c t i on and r eached t he ar ea of   a s se l .

From t here t he ai r craf t

pro ceederl i n n ort hern di re ct i on i nt o t he area of  ' rauns ehwei g f rom ti.her e i t

fl ev+ in t o t h e I  e l i go l ar d Ei g,
h t by ti a y of Cti chaven .

A Lri t i sh couri
.e r ai r craf t f l e'r+ ov e r t he   Yage rr   k i n di re c t i on af S  reden .

Carc  i t ment of t h e I Fi ght e r Corps
____N     _ _...__..___._.    _.._

Zhe f o l l owi ng f o rce s v e r e en pl oyed :
______ __...  _._____.    _N ...   

A ;ai nst t Y:e L:os qui t o- bombe rs : A: nuu  Le r of t y i n- en  .ne f i  .  t e r s of t he 3rd

Fi ght er Di vi si on i n '  :i   el bet t "  act i cs over t he F uhr are a .

_
To r epul s e borsbe r ai r craf t i nt r udi ng a cr o s s t he Channe l c oa st :

Pre ca ut i a  ar y st art of t wi n - er,gi ne f5
.g

ht er ai rc raf t of t he l s t ,

  d, 3rd, l th, and 7th Fighter Divisions . Kfter the attack on Gent had

be en rec ogni ze d t he uni t s wY,.i ch t ad st drt ed wer e order ed t o ]  nd .

Tcjt al Ef f or t : 11 2 t n i n- engi .ne f i ght er ai rc rdi t .

Enemy Los s e s : Enemy l o s s e s were not obs e r ved .
  _ •

Los s e s of Fri endl Forc ®9 : 1 T e    e 110 ai rcr af t wa s 3ama ed .Y YP g
- - - - - - - - -._  ______

at fYom
Y':eat her Condi t i on s : 3i 10 cur ul u s cl ou ds   OCam al t i t ude s     00 t o 2J00 me -
    ______

t er s . i :i ght sc at t er ed shov+e r s . Good vi si bi l i t y .

12 . ) Bri t i sh At t uck s on Aachen and   iannove r as we l l a s   :3ne - Layi ng Oper a -
- - - - - M Y -   . - - -   . - - _   - - - M - -   - - - - - - M - M f l - -   N -  

t i ons ove r t he h'e st er n   a l t i c on 11 / i 2 . pr i l 191+4

(  'ee ske t ch : hox e ai r de f en s e , s uppl ement 181,.:
)

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

_  _
  

Eneany Ef f ort

  ______._._,__

The f ol l cxui ng oper at i ons were c onduct e d by t he   r, :

._ ___________   ___._ - - -- - - - -

A rrdne - l ayi ng ope rat i on s n or t h of t he i sl and of Laal
.dnd and s out h -

ea s t of t he i s l and o f   eal and wi t h a t ot al st re ngt h of 100 ai rcraf t .

Beg  nni ng at 21 : Ob hour   t he ai rcraf t appro ached about 120 ki l ane-
  f l yi ng

t e r s   [ we st of Jut l and   i n ea st e rn di r e ct i o n . Zl e y c ros s ed t he c oa   t bet
.

ween Esbj e r g and Ri ngko s bi ng . Ths y air cr af t pr o ceeded by way o f Zeal and and

Fyn i
.rr

t o t he ar ea nor t h of Laal and and s out h- e a st of Zea l dnd . From 22 : 1 5

hours on the aircraft returned in western direction.
They left the coast

• bet wee n    in gkoebi ng and t he i s l an d of :  'an oe up t o 00 : 2 5 hour s .

Nui san ce rai ds ag ai ngt Han nove r as    el l a s ag ai ns t t he ni g  t f i ght er

a i r f i e l d 5 of Venl o , St . Trond , and Dee l en  ri t b a t ot al f orc e of 80 2ype

 tos cgti ,
t o bomber   , degi nni   a t 21   19 hour s t he ai rc raf t i nt ruded

acr o s   t he Dut ch c oa st bet we en Ber gen op Zoom and h oo rdwi j k i n ea st ern di '-•,

r ec t i on in t o t he area of hannove r . I ndi v i dual ai r cr af t ci rc l ed ove r t he

tri ght f i ght er ai r f i e l ds i a Hol l an d and Bel gi um . I n addi t i on , s e ve r al a,ix -
and

cr af t penet r at e d i nt o t he ar ea of  dagdeburg , I  ordhaus en , •Ei aenach . 7 hey

 
re t ur ned f r cm t he ar ea of Hannove r i   ve st er n dir ect i on f rom 23 :00 hours

anYcrossed the coast between Den Helder and Den Haag up to 00 :05 houra.

A l arg e - s cal e at t ack on Aachen  • i t h 2 50 f our - eng,
i ne bombe r ai r cr af t .

Begi nni ng a t 2 1 :141} hour s t tie bor be r s t  •eam approac ried ac ro as Sche l de Est u-

ary f l yi ng i n s out h- e s st e rn di re c t i on i nt o t he a re a f o Aachen . '1'he y ret ur -

ned by way o f Sche l de Est va ry up t o 23 : 50 hour s . E  ept ao me er r one ou s

bomb releasea on the xrea   around Dueren, Erkelenz, an d DuiBburg the at-

tack
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wa s concent r at ed Aaohen. Z'he at t ack i nf l i c t ed heavy dam,age on bui l di ng s

and sl i ght dar. age an i ndu s t r i ul i ns t al l at i ons .

A nui s anc e mi s s i on f l a un by one  l ype i :os ,._
ui t o ai rc ra f t i n t he r  or -

ni ng ov e r i  ort hern   e l gi um, Kobl en z , and b'.uen st er i nt o t he are a of Y' uns t orf .

The aircraft returned by way of Uldenburg in north-western direction.

1+ i s s i ons f l oY n by a number o f ai r c r a f t t o de l i ve r s uppl i e s t o g uer i l . '

l a f orce s on Bosni an t e rr i t o ry . 2'he a i r c r a f t approached f rQn t he nr i t i s h

air base in ltaly.

Comrni t ment o f t he I Fi ght e r Corp s
- w - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

•

The f ol l owi n g f orc e s we re empl oyed :
_       _

Ag
ahst the mine-laying aircraft :

  _  _  _  _____

By t he 2nd Fi t  ht er Di vi gi on : Twi n-e ngi ne f i gh.t e r ai r crdi t f roo  . e s t e rl and

in pursuit operations.

' gai nst Type    o s cui t o bomber s :
- r   - w   w - w -        

By t he l st Fi ght e r   i vi s i on :   eve r al t wi n - engi ne f i ght e r ai r craf t i n ' Hi m-
 

c:e l bet t "- t a ct i c s i n t he a r ea of t  agdeburg a.o
d

' Falberstadt.

By the 3rd righter : ivision : 5everal twin-engine fighter aircraft in T?iimms

bet t "t ac t i c   ove r Nor t he rn Hol l and .

t he
To r epul s e a at at t ack on Aachen

I r  ni ght f i ght e r pur s ui t ope rs t i ons :
_  ,__ - - _____- -   ._.._, _

By t he 3rd Fi ght er 'C̀i vi s i on : Twi n- engi
.ne f i ght e r ai rcra f t f rom   ee l en and
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  t . Tr on d .   'he   i r c r  cf t a     er;- L1ed ove_• t ne   :i r f i e l d s a nd    e r e d i r ec t ed i nt o

-ch e c ot; be r s t r e _=m ov er t h e r   :ia r st a f.on c 1.r. ::or t r:e r n Le   i um.

I n .  
i   h t e r ot:e .  <  t   on s t o f;r ot ec t t he t Gr   et a r ea :

'r3,y
t ti e   r d Fi   -h t e r _: i vi ::i on : 7  .,i n- en  i n e f i  ;ht e r   i :   r a f t l r om   :enl o . ZYie

a i r c r ; f t   s s er  :Ui ed ove r P' . r i  ''I d : :
f i

. 
ht e r

1̀    i n- e n  -i n e  .i r c r  :f t f r or•. 1'v.ent e , 7 he v   :e r e d i r e c t ed i r om t C:e i r o}; e r :  •  i or s

i n ''Fi rrc :e l Ue t t '  t c:ct i c s t o r    ct:en .

S  z f.;l e- er   i ne f i   J;t e r s  
.r c r  : f t f r om ::.l  e

i ne , i:ic,nn ,   nd . i e c   :,de n - : r b anl;e i r.;.

1'ot  .i   f f or t : 1C1 . i n  ,l a - en :-i ne  :nd t v i n - e r:;;i n e i i    ,t e r  li r c r a i t ,•
- - - - - - - - - - -

_

  n e my l
.o = se s : y Corct  e r   3 e f i n :Lt e l y   1- ot •1o ti n .

  o   s e s of : r i end:  , 
'r' vr ce s :  '   .i r c r    f t oi ti:hi c t. on e   :e Z1 5' tiy::s ch ot d oY•.r    by

F;•'  ;    t ? j :O i hou r s n e :r  . ee r t and on e l :.e 1
.
0; of

t r,e 3r d   r o upj 5t h I   i Cht 'r' i g l t e r ' .i n   w  s   l ot doti rIl L•;  Ft;3  over t he a i c•f i e i d

of k ài n z-   ir  t t-.en ra 4 n a l t i t ud e of 3:? .: I  a t e r   .

  3 ai r cr s i t d  .tr,a   ed .

i ,cas  :e s c f ,  e r   onn e '1 . L,   •;r_ unde:a ; 1 rr:i :-s  
.r  ; .

•
-

 
- • -'  ier t Ycer c: oncii t i or, s : ;   l 0  t o    '   G :.r.i n f o i; :, _t yor. o f st r   t u s c l ou d s uet  ,een

t tie   l t i t ud e s oi i 000 an d   C  O r  e t e r G. Fl yi n ; vi   i bi l i t y

of 1G t:i l ol:.et e r   .

...................................

J; ot e   :    F . r , r :e L,n s

' : ;E r I  r.. e  .n s
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13 . ) Bri t i sh At t dcks on Osnabrueck and Budape st as wel l as ldi ne   ayi ng

Ope rat i ons i n _t he Hel i gol and t i ght on 12/ ],
3 Apr i l 191 

    - N - -   -   Y w M     -         - -   M -   - M  

(8 ee sket ch : home ai r def en s e , s uppl ement 18 51}

Enem,y
Eff or t

.,..._    _  -

The following operations were conducted by the RAF :

a .
) From t he ai r ba s e i n Great Bri t ai n :

- -   - - r w r   w w - -   -   w     r - - -

2.'.i ni ng operat i ons i n t he sea area of t he  :est and Eaet Fr i ai an i s l and s

up t o t he Eiel i gol and Bi ght wi t h 50 ai r cr af t duri ng t he peri od f ror  22 :1 0 t our

- t o 23 : 50 hours .

A nui s ance rai d agai ns t Osnabruec k wi t h 12 0 Type l  o s qui t o bomber s . f̀ he

aircraft penetrated from 22 :05 hours o n across the Dutch coast in a broad _

front between the iQland of Te uel and Den Haag flying in eastern an d south-

eastern d
.
irection into the area of Osnabrueck. They returned on counter rou-

tes up to 23:25 hours.

Patrol missions tirith several FN v ere flown across the Zuider Sea into

• the area of Derlin , Stett in and across the Yu'esterschelde ,
Brussels, and Kai-

ser s l a ut e rn i nt o t he are a of   uni c h and wi t h a si ngl e l oac;ut t o - ai r cr at t̀ vi a

Nort hern Fran ce i nt o t he are a of Saa rbruecken and St ras s bourg .

b . ) From t he ai r base on I t al ,y :
, w _   _   ______,  

An attack of inedium intensity on Budapest with preeumably 300 bomber

aircraft. The aircraft approached by  ay of Croatia to Lake Balaton. There

t he bo©be r f or ce s pl i t up t o pro oeed i n nor t h -  ue st ern di re c t i on t owar ds t he
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area of Budapest and in northern direction to the heusiedler See. It was not
t urned

re cogni zed i n t i me t hat t he bomber s c ove r t he Neusi et  -
i n ®a st ern di re ct i on

l e r See t o f l y ` t o ' ̀ar ds t he ar e a of Bu  ape s t , 7hey ai r craf t r e t urn ed i n sou -

them direction. Budapest sustained heavy darnage to tranQportation facili -

tie9 an d slight damage to in dustrial in stallations.

1 icsions were flown by a number of aircraft to deliver eupplies to

a gent   i n t he ar e a of    ar saw, Zhe a i r c r a f t appr oac hed and r et urned by way of

Cr oat i a , ": e st e rn Hur  ary , Sl ovaki a , and So ut he rn Pol and .

Co  ci t ment of t he I Fi ght er Cor ps
- - - - -   -     1 . - - - - - - - -   w - - -

•
The f ol l ov+i ng f orce s Ke re empl oy ed :
- - - - - - r - -   -

Agai ns t L:o s ; ui t o- bombe r s : Hy t he 3r d Fi ght e r Di vi s i on : 1 Type   e L 1 0 ai rc raf t
- - - r - . r - r . r -   r   - - -

Aga i ns t aa ne - l ayi ng ai rc r -a f t : By t he 2nd Fi ght er   'i vi si on : 6 t wi n- e n,g
i ne

_     _____ 
f i ght er ai r c ra f t i n "Eii .  ne l bet t "- t ac t i c s i m t h

Heligolan d Bight.

Hgai nst Dri t i s h "FN   : i3y t he 7t h ,  i ght e r   i vi s i o n : 2 s i n ; l e - eng  ne
    . .   _

f i ght e r ai rc raf t i n t he are a of   t ut t ga rt .

  To repul s e t he at t ack on Budape gt : Ey t he 7t 1; ?i ght e r Di vi s i on ( Fi ght e r Com-
- . . . - w -   - - -   - - r - - - - - - - - - w - -

rra nde r Qs t mark ) :

To pr ovl de prot e c t i on ove r t'i enna : Si r gl e - en  i ne f i ght er ai r craf t f r om :1e y -

r i ng and t  Yi n- engi ne t rai ni i g f i ght er ai rc raf t̀

of t he 2n d Gr oup/ l Ol ea tJi ght r'i ght er '..i n  ,

Fi r :-t commi t ment ,

: o provi de pr ot e ct i on o ve r Budape st : Z vi n- engi ne f i ght er a i rc raf t o f t he 2nd

Group/ l Ol st rJi ght Fi ght e r   .i ng f r om Parndor f
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1

  t f i r s t o v e r J u d ::    e s t
,

l u t e r t h e ,y :,e r e ^e llt t 0 L ii  e La l a t on . ; i n   l e - e .    i u e

r i   ;  :t e r  . i r c r   :i t 1'_ or_: :' e   •r i n   .   'e c o n d c or  :i t nien t
,

7 0    1 E
.
f f o r t : = b   i r. ;

l e - e n E  i n e u r;d t ' •i n - e n   .
i n e i i ` ,

i  t e r a .
i r c r   i t .

I n cr i t e o i ..e a t h e r c on d i t _ o n r i   v or   b l e   'c r d e i e u s i v a d c t i on

t he c orcmli t Re nt o i t h e r:i `;h t l i  ; rit e r f o r c e s o,'  1 .    1  
.`. ., r

i l Y'iGs utl s u c c e s s f u l .
a

I r. t h e :; h o l e  -e c t o r of   r:e I Fi    t er :: or  ,s t t  e r e ,   .s onl ;    s i r  y e   i r c ia f t

( i y- : e   `e 410 ,}r ti i
.
t  :Ll e f or 4c t i on a;   i n st I_=o s  _u

i t o   .i r c r  .f t i r: o,  e r  a   or.ul c on -

;i t i on . Zl  ,i s  :er:,on s t r at ed ou r v:e  :k r,e s s cor.   . r ed   o t he e f ,, i c i en c y of t h e  ;r i -

t i sh: nui s  n ce r   i d s . "I' i nune l cet t '' - t  .c t i c s    r oved t o r  e un s ui t   bl e f or aFpl i c a -

  i on  :   ,i n .; t nd
.n e - I   r i nj_  3i r c r   f t   ec   u se t h e J r i t i s Ei a i r c r a f t i i ev    t l   Y  

, r   n d ayr :; r  .f t .: . . •r:i n ; s;. s t e ru i n   r o  t i _    nd I'.un

•

c3
l t l t l Y      ' .

 l   : E,' 1
.
T1  t d E'.i :'LI a E.' r   i

d   i •
.

;   Yr y l  .i l ed t c pr ovi de a cl ca r   i ct ur e oi t he a i r s i t u a i on ; hen t he Lri t i s h

com'ce r s =  ppr o::c l.ed t ow : r d s £uda  -,e st . The conu:u.t t e u c i.  t t i i g l.t e r     f t   ,e 7t   :

Fi €ht er   i vi   i on di d n ot en count e r Er i t i sl  a i r c r a f t ove r   i enn   and a r r i ved

t o o l  ::t e t o  ,r ovi de r r ot e c t i on ove r Bu 3 .pe s t .

Enemy Los s e s : E. ier  y l os s e s we re not oLs e r ved .

 _o s s e s oi  F r i en dl
,y

f a r ce s : i  one ,  __  __  __  _      _
4'  eat he r   ondi t i on s   J  10 Lt.i n f or   a t i on of Gt i•a t u s cl oud s ;   •oul id 1 50 0 met er s ,

 :.bov e t hi s a l t i t ud e c l oudl e   s . I n t h e a r ea of Le r li n ,   1J
 

t o 10/ 10 c l cud s  Y:i t h s c  _t t er ed sho tie r s .   l y  n   vi s i hi l i t
,  

f r oli  : 10 t o   0 k i l orr,e t e r s .

  .
) L  r i t i sh I ;ui s: n ce :.  .i d c or.  1e r i .

i n .   or t l  un d ,   nd .'  :chen on 13 ;'l l 

.; pr i l 1 ; 1 1 

(   e e s k e t c h : r.o rn e Gi r d e f e n s e , s u p  : l a me n t i %  1 )
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En.my Effort  

Ths Pol l ov i ng t ar get s were at t acked :
_.  __   _ ...

Berl i n by 20 Type Yosqui t o bombe r s . The ai rcr af t approached f rc m

22: 2A hour s an f l yi ng ac ros s t he Zui.d®r Sea i n ea st s rn di re ct i an. Thoy

returned an counter rout s.

Dort und and Aachen b  a total stren th of 20 T pe Moaquito bombers,

The ai r cr af t i nt ruded f r a n 22 : OJ  hour s on bet we en Dunkark and Cal ai s as

wel l a s f r om 22 : 22 hour s on by way af Sche l de Est va ry f l yi ng i n ea s t ern di

rection. They returnsd in north- restern direction.
 

  I n addi t i on  2 Bri t i sK c ouri er ai rcraf t connng f rcm S  eden and 1

oouri er si r craf t f l yi ng t o Svrede n passed t he Skagorrak.

Commitmant of the I Fighter Corps
____ ______

The following forces wsra e®ployed:
    _   .

To provide protection over Berlin: 6 single-engine fighter aircraft of the

lst Fighter Ditirision.
succe s s t  ].].y! Kenewed at t empt p t o operat .      gai ,n s t Mo s qt i .t o- ai r craf t wi t h Typ e   e 109

single-engine fighter aircraft without equipping the Latter with an engl.n e

of higher efficiency failed r gain.

Fr:ea y Losse s : Enen  l os ae s ware not observed .
.     .  .     . .    

Loase s of Fri endl y Forcee : Naae .
  ____  _________

Weather Gonditians: In Ha lh nd and in the Ruhr area 6/10 to 10/10 rain

  clouda at altitudes Pran 500 to b000 meters, partiall
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xi t h t hur:der s t orms . I n t he re st of t he Rei ch   s t erri t ory : 3  10 i ce cl ouds

above 700  ms t er s . Fl yi ng vi si bi l i t y f r am 10 t o 20 ki l oumet e rs .

15. ) Bri t i sh Ai r Operat i on on 1J}/ 15 Apri l 191+l 
_____ ._ -

( Se e ake t ch : home ai r de f ense , s upp l ement 187 I  

Enem y Ef f o rt  

30 s i rcraf t v at rudi ng f r om t he Bri t i sh ai r bar:e i   I t ai y by

  vvay of Croat i a and Fiungary reached t he area af Budapest ; a f e w o  t h em

also reached the area of Southern Poland, The operation presumably served

t o de l i ver suppl i e s t o agent s . The s i r craf t ret urned on count e r rout e s .
'

Dur in g t he p  r i od f r a  22 :1+0 hour s t o   3 : 12 hoar s a Bri t i at 

oourier aircraft crossed the Skagerrak in direction oP Sweden.

Commitment of the I Fighter Corpa
__.___ _  ___.._ 

  Th® following aircraft w.re employed to provide protection over Budap  t :

By the 7th Fighter Division (Fighter Comanander Ostmark): 1  single-eng3ne

and t wi n  ngi ne f i ght er ai r c r af t .

•
Enemy Los se s : Sr emy l os se s wsre not observed.

Los se s of Fri endl ,y
For ae e : 1 ai rcraf t .

_ _. .._.  
2 ai rcraf t da.maged .

Weather Conditions: Croatia aad Hungary: 0/10 to 3/10 clonds above 3000
- - - - - -   ______

laet e r s . Hi gh- al t i t ude vi ai bi l i t y f rom 20 t o 50 ki l a  e  _,
ters.

' '̀ -̂      .-
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l b. ) Bri t i sh  ' i r Oper at i on on 15/16 ' .pr i l 1  1,1. 
  _____ .       - - - - - - - - -

( See sket ch : 'r:ome ai r def ens e   suppl ement 187 i )

Ener p Ef f ort

J  0 ai r c raf t f r om t he Fri t i s h ai
.r

ba se i n I t al y penet r  ct ed by way

of Cr oat i a ,   unga ry , and '̀l ov aEd a i nt o t he area of '   ar s aw t o de l i ver s uppl i e s

t o   gen t s .   number of e i r cr af t   i rc l ed s i ngl y o ver t he are a of Budape st .

Coromi t ment of t he i Fi ght e r Corp s
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -       _____

1 he f ol l owi ug ai r c raf t were e  pl oyed t o pr ovi de F r ot ec t i on ove r Budape s t :

- By t he 7t h. Fi ght er Di vi s i on ( Fi   ht e r Co  : dc de r Us t m  rk ) : ? t ti •i r - e ngi ne f i .g ht e
_

ai r cr a f t .

Enen y Lo s s e s :Enemy l o s s e s i  ere not obs er v ed .

Lo   s e s of Fri endl y For ce s : None .
..._   __________  ______

Y  e<;t her Condi t i on s : 3i'10 t hi n f orr  at i on of st rat u :  cl ouds above 1000 met er s ;

5/`10 t o ci / 10 upsl opi ng c l ouds abov e 5000 met e r s .

 :i gh- a l t i t ude vi s i bi Li t y : 20 ki l or  et er s .

 
1 7 .

) Br i t i s h P. ui s an c e : a i d on Bwciupca t on 16i'17 hp r i l 1y44
w - -     - - w   - N   - - -         - -     M       - - -   -   -   - - y                  

( 5ee sket ch : hor  e ai
.r def e n se , s uppi ement 1 87 ; }

Eneapt Ef f ort

Buddpe Gt n :s at t ac ked 'oy 30 ai r c rnf t . T'he ai r eraf t appr oa ehed and

ret ur ned by way of Cr oat i a and t he are a of t he Danube P i ver i n   out he m  :un-

  ar,y . :i.eu't rni r  t o t r,ei r ba se s }
i ndi vi dui l ai r cr af t cro s s e d Lake bal at oa

f 1Yl n  i n s out he rn di r ec t i o n ,
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.
Cacr udt r snt of t Y.e I Fi ght e r Corps

The f ol l owi n c ai rc raf t we r e empl oyed :
_ _ _ _ _ _ Y   1 ti   _  

 
w _ _ _ _ _ _   . . N

By t he 7t h Fi ght er Di vi s i o n ( Fi gti t e r Ca nmar de r   st ma rk )

t o prov i de pr ot e ct i on over Vi enna : 1, si n  ,
l e - engi.ne f i g ht e r Qi r cr af t ,

t o pr ovi de pr ot ec t i on ove r Budape st : 4 t r,i n - engi ne f i gFa e r ai rc r af t .

'  ot al Tf f ort : S ai r c raf t .
_    

Enemy Los s e s : 1 di r cr af t d ef i ni t e l   st:ot down.

Los   e s of Fri e ndl y r or ce s : A'one .
      - M M   - - -       N   -•

Weat he r ' t i n : 10 1C st r at us cl oud s ut a].t
i t ude s f rom 00 t o 00 0Cond1 o s / 4 5 ?

meters; underneath 3/10 tY in formation of clouds at

an altitude of around 1000 metars.

18 .
) Br i t i s h Nui s anc e &ai d on Iio®l n and   in e- i a yi ng ope rat i o ns i n t he 3ay

  _.  _     _    .       _- - -     ____r   ________  _______
of Ki e l on 17/ 18 1!pri l 19l,1a
- --  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

( See sket ch ; ho  e ai r def en se , s uppl ement 1B7 ! )

Ene  Ef f ort
    ,

The f ol l owi ng ope rat i ons tive re c onduct ed by t he R ' F :
  _____._ _____   - - - - - - -

A nui sance rai d on K.oe l n ti  i t ri 20 Type l. :os  ,ui t o bor.  er s . 1he

ai r c ra f t appr oa ched by tivay of cche l de Est ua ry an d l e f t vi a Den hfi ag .

A mi ne - l ayi ng ope rat i on i n t t- e Eay of Ki e l wi t h ! 0 ai r cr af t .

The ai r cr af t approa ched by way of t he l  o r t h   ea and t he i sl arxi of Fyn .

They re t ur ned i n we st e rn di r ec t i on .
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_ _- - -. I- .  .   -,
.        .• ,       

, . _'   ,        1_  .._.,  _' 2 ai r cxai  c® i   g f ro a   redeA  croseed   he Skagerr ak  on   omr  ,vr       tLa  . .
 

. • •  
.  

C  id.
'ta  t   t   I F  h t  Corpa  

. - -_ ,. , .  
.   ,  

Ow  tg   •c:   es t  tor a   t i o  t he  QOxp s x as r:v      :oyed..  
  L c as  :e :.

  e  l o  we  e nat ob s  rv®d. f  
_  -  

.  
L
.
v  se $ :c  ' Fr..

i w  Fvrcums   on®   '
. i

_ --   
..

Ae  t her .Co  di   i ,ama: ?/   0 t   1 0  3.0
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._
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I
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 .  ..  .   .. .  .,. .       `I  .  
  1 i   cl   a iri i;g

  i v  usr irer e cva d  t ed lay t he :BAF' : . _
_ _ _ . - . . •  - . _ _ _.  Nv3 sar:¢e rai $ a o  .B  r11  . a  d ©  b nxe cDc  1  .t h :a t i '  s .  ,   ,r.   d:

  Ii  a   :
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, . _ i -. ,
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•d .roat i   #  t o t  he area of 8e  l i a  aAd i r _  out h- eaet ern di rs c  i oa   '  o ti 1 e
. ; .  . _t --. --   .

ar  a of  ?  a  r     k . Tl ey   t nr  d or: cau  t er rmtit ea.
I
I

 
I
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  Cou  .
i t ment of t he I Fi   t e r Corps

The f ol l or i ng f o r ce s i  ere empl oye d :

By t he 2nd Fi ght e r Di vi .° l OA: The 'i'wi n-   ng i ne la i   t e r Gr oup   :e st er l ar d i n
on

"Hi mme l bet t 'tt a c t i c s   t he we 's t e rn coa st of Jut l and . The gr oup wa s l at er

diverted to pursuit misiions.

'j wi
.n- e n  ne f i g ht e r a i r c r a f t f r om St ada , Nordhol z , ar.d Ve cht a t o pur s ue r e -

t urr i ng mi ne - l aye r ai r craf t
. They v ere di r e c t ed i nt o t he ener  f l yi ng f or -

mat i on i n t he are a of Fehrr  rn .

Tot al Ff f or t : 61 t ni n- en  i ne f i ght e r a i r cr af t .
-- -----

_
Enemy I o s s e s : 2 ai r cr a f t de f i ni t el y shot da r•n.
  - - y   - - M - - i

y os s e s of Fr i endl y r or ce s : None .

p  eat he r Condi t i on s : 0/ 10 t o 3/ 10 c l oud s abov e 500   e t e r s .  - i gh  l t i t ude vi si
- -   M       ____

bi l i t y f ror  10 t o 20 ki l omet er s .

20 . } I3r i t i s h At t acks vn Koe l n , Her li n , an d Os nab ruec k m 20/ 2i Ap r i l 191 
  _ ____- _________- - - _____r - - -   r ______         _____ ______ 

(See ske t c h : hon e ai r def en s e , suppl ement 188 ! )
 

Enerqy Ef f or t

Zhe f vl l owi ng operdt i on swe re conduc t ed b;; t he RAF :
. _  .  .   _...___.r       _  - -

In the first half of the night :
- - - - - - - ___________________

an at t ack on Brus s e l s . A oomber s t r eam of ir.edi um st reng t h i nt ru-

ded across the 'esterschelde flying in south-eastern direction into the area

o f   rus s e l s . Zhe ai r c raf t ret ur ned i n nort h- Ke at ern di r e c t i on vi a Os t e nd .
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 , nurr  e r o f a ;,  :e u.os c u  .t o  :i r c r :.:i t l e i t t rie i  onlbe r st r a a  : an d p r oc eeded i r.t o

t l :e ,_:r e:_: oi' i  ae l n .

I :ui s: n c e r  :i ci s on Be r l i n a rxl J sr« s  r ue ck .+i t h a t ot 41 st r en   t t. of 4 5

  o s cui t o - borrLer s .   i e a i r e r   i t i nt r u l ed a c r o c s t he Zui d e r '̀ ea i n ea st e rn di -

re c t i on i nt o t he   r ea of " e r l i n an d i n s out h - e   .s t e r r. di r ec t i on i.n t o t he a r e  :

of Csn jb r ue clc. '  r:e    r et ur ned i n ti+e s t er n d i r•e c t i on .

:   nui s a nce m.i s s i or. f l o •..  b y .. s i r.gl e a i r c r <<f t o ve r t he T  o r t h   e a i nt o

t h e +  r ea of He l i t c l  lnd .   he   i r c r e f t rr,:  y il  .v e be en  :   +e   t he r r e conn   i : s   n ce

i l a n e .

• I n t h e
-

se c ond h  l f
-

of t he mon t r  

: . h e av   at t uc k on i oe l r.  r i t l   3 G0 f cu r - engi ne boulbe r ;;i r c r af t . 'I'r e ap -

pr oa chi n -;   a:. :be r   t r e a rZ .,r: s nca i oca t ed    , t i- e r  :3   r st   t i on s ur.t i l i t ha3

?̂e   e t:e d t l:e _.i r sT :c e 4C  t o 7C  ki l o^ e t e r s r  c r t i:- tive st of   c 'r:e l dc: . ;st u . r y .

  h e re ti•re r e n o I r e v i o u s r e p o r l. s of t h e Ge r rr:a n r  +d i o i nt e r c e Nt ^e   rT c e  :v a i   a b -
t f:e ::i    a   1.

l e . r eT•i__,:.n : o: _be r   ,i .r c r   f t   i r. l.iLt <<<ie ou sl y r e t ur ni n ; i r ;x-L` :.he I s i . :nd of Lr i -
c ou r se o f f l i ght

t ?i1r1 m: d e i t di f f i cul t t o ke e   t r   ck of t he       Y1c of t he t  ombe r st r eGm.

• l  he   :r i t i s h b cr.1be r s f l e ti•  i n sout h -e a st er n di r ec t i on   c r o s s t i_e s ou-

t he r n se c t i on of ` ct_e l de   s t ua r y i nt o t r.e dr e a ea st of iv  rr.ur wi e r e t he J

t ur ned t o t he i ;or t h f or t he a t t a ck on hoe l n . They r et ur ned i n n or t h -  ti e s t er n

cii r e c t i on Li a Sout h e rr. t  ol l a rld ,

1 he ef f ec t s of t  : e a t t a ck on iLoe l r : r e  :vy d   .rr a v e ca u sed t o bui l di n g s and

t r    n sF us' t <a i on f a ci i i t i e s ; s li ght 3am  ge

i rzi'li ct ed on i ndu st r i   ].
i n   t a l l a t i on s .
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Nui sanc e ra i ds wi t h a f ew 1  o squi t o - bomber s aga i n  st t he ni g ht f i ght e
,

ai r f i e l ds of Twent e and Ve cht a . The a i rc raf t appr oached s i mu7
.
t ane ou sl y v ri .

t h

t he bombe r s t ream vi a Nort hern } o l l and .

Seve ral "FN"  - ai r c ra f t ca r r i ed out pat r ol f li g ht s over Dut ch t e rr i t

ry ,   hey approache d a t t he s ame t i rr,e Khen t he bombe r G r e t uraed t o t he i r ba   e s .

Co nmi t ment o£ t he I Fi g ht e r Cor pe
__________________._      ______...

The f ol l owi ng ai r cr a f t we re empl oyed :
        .  __  -

I n t he f i r s t ha l f of t he ni ght :
    _ ______  .    - - - - - - -

• B  t he l st Fi ght e r Di vi s i on ; a numbe r o f si ng l e - engi ne f i g i t er ai r cr af t t o

ope r s t e ag ai ns t Type h o s qui t o ai r cr af t ove r

fi er li n .

By t he 3rd Fi g,
ht e r Di v i s i on : The Ju- 88 uni t s a s s embl ed ove r t he ai r f i e l ds .

wr.en t he he gi ru :i ng of t he a t t ack on Brus s el s wa s

re cogni zed t he ni ght f i ght er s we re o i de red t o _

land.

I n t he s e c ond hal f of t he ni ght :
  _    _______     - - -

By t he l s t F̀i ght e r Di vi s i on : 7   i n- e n  ne f i g ht er ai r craf t f r or    t endal , fi ran -

di s , and ', e rneucXier:. The ai r c raf t a s s embl ed ove r

F. F. #  I 2 , I1r i n - e ngi ne f i g ht e r ai rcr di t f ram r.r -

f  ir t . The ,q st art ed i n di r ec t i o n of F. F. -  I da .

..................................

Not e s : # F I mean s

  F. F. mea ns
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kf t e r t he at t ack on Koel n wa s ove r al l ni ght f i gr:

ers v ere ordered to 1&nd ; they did not reach the

Bri t i sh bombe r s .

By t he 2nd Fi ght er Di vi s i on : Twi n- engi ne f i g'tYt e r ai r cra t'̀ t, f r a n ': e s t e rl and , St a -

de and Vechta, They started in direction of F.F.

Ludwi g . ti':hen t he Bri t i s h bomber s l e f t t he are a of

Koe l n al l uni t s we re orde red t o l an d ; t hey had not

be en engaged i n corndat .

By t he 3rd Fi ght e r   i v i s i on : Z  +i n - engi ne  ̂ i ght er ai r cr uf t f r om   i n z- Fi nt hen an

Langendiebach. They started in direction of F.F.

Ida. 7he aircraft were then directed to provide•

p rovi de prot ec t i on ove r Koe l n . Zhe s e wer e t he onl Y

ni
.ght f i ght er s whi cr  coul d s   tP¢ cont act t he enem

Zwin-engine fighter aircraft irom  enlo. The were

e r.pl oyed i n ! Ki rrme l bet t "- t uct i c s o ve r t he are a of

the Germ n-Dutch border.
lwin-engine fighter air-

craf t f ra n Leeuwa rden . They s t art ed i n di r ec t i on o

F. F. Kurf ue r st and pur sued re t ur -

ning bombers. Ju-88 groups from Twente,
bassel,

 
Lang en: dl za . l rley st art ed i n di z e ct i on of F. F. Kur

f ue r ;;t t oo l at e , si nce t he ai r c ra f t we r e not yet

ready t o s t art af t e r t hey 1-,ad f l own t h ei r f i r s t r,,.:
i.

sion.

By t he 7t h l'i ght e r 1)i vi s i on : Tvri n- engi ne f i ght e r ai r cr af t f r om Ec ht er di ngen ,

Le i phe i m, and I l l e she i m.. Z hey s t   rt ed i n di re c t i on

o f   . F. Ot t o . Af t e r t he at t uck on Ko®l n had st art e

,
the unit5 were : rdered to land; they had not been

eng ag ed i n cornbat .
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Tot a l Ef f or t : 1 6 5 s i n gl e - engi n e and t wi n - en gi n e f i ght e r a i r c r a f t ,
  - _- _   

The ni gh t f i ght e r ope r a t i on on 24/ '?1 Ap r i1 f a i l ed f or t he f ol l owi ng

rea   ons :

Fai l ur e of t he Ge r ma n r ad i o i n t e r ce pt i on s e r vi c e i n t t:e s e cond h si f

of t he ni ght .

Canf u si on of t he p i ct ur e of t he a i r   i t ua t i on b y r et ur n i ng Ge r man

boa b e r s .

British multi-bomber stream tactics.

Bad visibility over hoBln.

•
AL nost all of the night fi  ter airc:aft were committed too late.

Consequently,
it was i

.mposs
ible tv reach the British bomber stream over Koe

Z he German losses were brought about a.ainly by the precipitated commitment.

Ene y Losses:  nea  losses were not observed.

Los s e s of F̀r i endl y For ces : 6 s i r c r a f t .
_   ________    - --

` 'o ss e a of p e r sonn e l : 1+ ki l l ed ,

,  wounde d ,

i 5 mi s si ng .

Neat her Condi t i on s : Ho11 8nd :2 / 10 t o 5110 t hi n f or m,a t i   of st r a t u e c l oud a .
 

Nor t h    e st e r n Ger m  .  y and t he pl r  i n s o f Fr dnk f ur t :

7/10 to 10/10  tratus clouds between the altitudes of

500 an d 3000 me t e r s . Ar ea of Ber l i n : Br i ght .

2 1.
) Br i t i sh hui s a nc e Ra i d on  ioe l n on 21/ 22 ".pr i l 191 1}

_        -   ____- - - - _..._, _

( See s ket ch = horre a i r d ef e n se , supp ]. enent 1 89 : }
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