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Enerr y Ef f ort

--     

The f ol l owi n  operat i ons r  e re conduc t ed by t he ; AF :
      , _ _  _      - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I n t he f ì r s t ha l f of t he n i   ht :

r r  mber of a i r c raf t f l yi n,g ° i n  l y at l ow al t i t ude s  :enet rat ed

i nt o t hn se a ^r e as a round t he i sl and of Te r sche l l i n  , of f t he  ri e st e rn c oa s t

of Hol s t ei n , ar.d of f   che l de Ls t ua : y . The ai r cra f t may have Le en mi rre - l a y er

I r. t h e sec and r:a l f of t r e ni g ht :

  nui s ance r a.i d on Koe l n wi t h 30 T;yFe   :os qui t o bor    er a . Febir,-

 
ni r,  a t Q1  : 05 hou r s t he ai r craf t ;.ene t rut ed vi a   ct el de Egt ua ; y i n sout h-

ea st e rn ai r e c t i on i nt o t he   .r c a of Koe l n and Due s s e l dor f . TY.ey ret ur ned

f r a m04 : 30 hour s on i n nor t h=he s t e rn rl i r ect i cn . The l dst di r c ra f t er o s s ed t h

c oa s t   .t G5 :1 5 hour s .

Commi t ment of t he I Fi grit e r Cor  s
------------------ --------------

The cor p s r  _s not o  ;e r a t i o n   l l y eb4,l oyed owi ng t o bad we at her

conditionG.

   :nemy I,o s s e s _ Ene rr  ,  l o s s e s V e r e not obs er ved .
_ ._.____

I o  s e s of Fr i end l y Forc e s : None .

' .ent he r Cor.di t i ons : A bad Weat he r f r or.t r  ovi r.  f r om  ?ol l sn d t o t he   st .
- - - - - - - -   _...  . 

10/ 10 st r  a u s c l ouds dt dl t i t ude s f rom S   U t o 00 00 a e -

t e r s , l
.
i ght rai n . ::.ast o f t he cad  yeat her f r ont a l mo st

cl o .zdl e s s . •
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22.
) British Large-Scale Attacks oa Braunschweig and Duesseldorf as well

- - Y - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y -   - - - - N - - - - - - - - - - -

a s Nui s ance 3a i ds on Kr ef e l d ,   :uenc hen- Gl ad  ach and   aiu ihe i m o n 22  23

- ----- -------- ---- ---- ----- -- --__     
April 1944

 (  ee s ket ch : home a i r def en s e , s up  l en :ent 190 : )

Ene  Effort

-------

The Bomber Com  ar d conducted large-scale attacks on Brauaschweig

arjd Due s s e l dor f wi t h a t ot a l ct r engt h of 600 bombe r s and 50 Type l  os qui t o

s i r c r a f t duri ng ne w moon . The ope r at i ons vre r e car ri ed out by f aur s eper at e

• bombe r s t i•eams whi ch wer e ob se r ved t a ki no t he f ol l owi n g f l i ght c our se s :

l s t bombe r st r e am: 1 he s i r cr af t i nt ruded f rom t he a re a 4out h of London i.n
• ------------ ---

sout h- s out h- ea s t e rn di r e ¢t i on i nt o t he a r ea n or t h o f Par i s t o at t ack lraon .

They ret ur ned i n nor t h- nort hw e Ft ern dir e c t i on by way of Cal ai s .

2nd bomb er st r   m: The ai r cra f t app r oa che d f r om t he are a of Cant e r bur y
    _     
flying at first in  outhern direction; from 2  :00 hours o n,  hen crossing

t Yie coa s t ue'   • e en Abbevi l l e an d Le Tr epo rt , t he y t urned t o s out h - ea st ern

di r e c t i on t o Fro ce ed i nt   t he ar e a of Cha nt i l l y , Compi e gne , a nd Soi s s on s .

Fr ou•  t here t he y pr oc eeded i n ea st - nort r:- ea s t ern di r ect i on i nt o t h e are a

  we st o f Kobl en z and l i nked up wi t h t he 3r d bonbe r st r eam. A emal l I  o s qui t o-

uni t l e f t t he 2nd bombe r s t r e am t v ca r r y o ut a nui sance r ai d agai nst h,ann-

he i m.

3rd bomber stream: The aircraft intruded from the area of Norwich in  outh-
    - - - - - -
ea st ern di re c t i on ac ro s s   che l de Est ua r y and by way o f Li ege and Nam  r i nt o

n
t he ar ea of hobl en z . Af t e r l ..

i  ci ng up wi t h t he 2nd uombe r s t t+eam t hey pro ce e

ded in northern direct on to attack Due sldorf fram the South-East.In the

are a of Br us s e l s a D os qui t o- uni t l e f t t he 3r d b o  e r st ream t o c a rry out
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nui sance r ai d s on   :̀uenchen- Gl adbach an d Kref e l d end at t empt ed t o conc eal t h

ro ut e of t he proceedi ng bomber st r eam. The bombe r s ret urni x g f r om t h® are a

of fluesseldorf and Krefeld flew acrosR Schelde Estuary.

l t r. bombe r st r eam: The ai r c raf t. app roa c hed f rom t he ar ea of L
.
in col n f l  ri ng

_...  ______ .in eastern direction. At 00:25 hours their position was roughly 100 kilame-

t er s west of t he i s l and of Teaool . The y cros sed t he coast bet fi een t he i sl and
' f l yi ng

of Schi e rmoruii icoog and Tex e l -̀ i n ea s t ®rn di re c t i on i nt o t he aro a of Oroni ngra

From there the aircraft proc®eded in south-eastern directian into the arQa
aouth

   af Hannover . R hey at t acked Braunschwei g .£r om t he Sout h- de st . Ti e ai rcraf t . 

returned, fram ¢2:00 houra on, in  @stern and northw eatern dire tian.
  They crossed the coast between the ialand of Texel and Ijmuiden up to 03t45

hour s .

The lst and 3rd bomb®r streams crossed the Channel coast at the saone time
t h e f i r gt el ement s of

when 'rt he 2nd bombe r s t ream f l ew over t he arer  of Ca mpi egrae .

The Eff®ct of the Attack: Heavy damage caused to buildings annd ir dustrial

installations ia Duess®ldorf.

1:edi um damage cau sed t o bui l di ng c and i ndust r i a l
_:

insstallations in Braunschweig.
 

Co ntni t ment o f t he I Fi
,g

ht e r Cor ps
- - M y     - N -     1 / r     -   - - - - w -   - N

The f ol l rn vi ng ai a craf t were er.  l oy ed :
_- - - - - -- - - - -

I n ni ght f i ght e r pur s ui t ope rat i ons :
  __._. __._..  _.____._._

By t he l st Fi g ht e r Di vi s i on : T  + i n- engi ne f i ght e r ai r cra f t f r o m St endal i n

di rec t i on of F. F.
"Phi l i pp . '1'he a i rc r af t we re

directed into the l th bomber stream north of

F.F. Philipp.
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    ri n - en :; i n e i'i   k t e r   i r c r  :.f t f r or.,  ?r f ur t i n 3i r e c -

t i on oi F, f•' . I du . '1i e r:i r c r a f t  ne r e di r e c t ea i nt v

t he '; r d bo:,li  e r s t i e    i rr t h  :   r e :  oi   or,r, .

    t l-.e
3   d Fi   i t e r Di v i si on : i ti,i n - en ,_-,

i ne 1    ;
ht e r di r cr af t £ r or  . e s t e r l a nd , I ior d

r:o1 z ,   t a d e ,   r.d :' ec ht    i n di r ect i on of' F . r . Lud-

v:i r . i h  :   i r c -r G  t ; ,e r e r e r out ed i ii t o t h e a r eu of

  r den an d di r e c t ed i r ,t o t Y:e wt }. bon:be r s t r e  m.
and

Ey t t ,e ; r d Fi   ht e r Di vi Gi on : J u-   t r oap   f r on    n ben s a l La ,   :a s s el ;     un  ,end i e -

k  : ct, i n   ai r e ct i on uf F. F . I d   Rher e t hey r  e r e

di re ct ed i n t o t } e bomLe r ^t r eatn.

h J u- &    : our f r or Gi i ze - : .i j e n . Zl: e  . i r cr   f t  ,e r e•

di r ec t ed i n t o t he ooa:oe r Gt r e • ve r '..e '    rn o F . F . i l ,.e .

2  •,i n - e n ;  n e f i g r,t   r s 1'r om: 1.   i n z - I' i n t r e n    c i c h n e r e

d i r e ct e d i n t o t h e b o mt :e r s t r e  u , ov e r F . F . I d   .

1 ,  i n - e n g i n e i i    - t e r s f r om   t
.

l r or,d ti  t:i c h we r e c  -

r e c t e d i n t o t }.e h omLe r ;-t r•e   -; o v e r F .
F

. i: u e c k e n

( Lr.  l i s t  : c li   c  :e n ,
l

Zvyi n - en  ;i ne f i   ,
ht e r s f r ocr  Venl o ti.ni.cY   ti  e r e di r ec -

t e d i nt o t t e Lomb er r t r e ,:m o •e r F. F. 1.ur r._e l t i e r
•

;, i n   l i sh : r : :r rL:ot ;

L ,y
t he '; t h  ' i   !  t er J i vi s i on : Tti: i n - e .•   ,i n e f i r ht e r s i 'r or., I n  ; ol st adt , }: uiZi.c h- :'  .em,

Fcht   r d i n , en , i ll e s hei m, a r.d Le i phe i r , i n di r•e c t i on

o  ' r , c  .    t t o . Tr:e   i r c r a f t  re r e d i r e c t ed i n t o t };e

. l  :st e l en:ent s ot t },e bor<<be r st r e : m, ove r t h e   r ea

oi A:oh l en z .

T o pr ovi d e f i    t e r pr ot ec t i on :
- - - - - - - - - - - -   . ..._  _  _ 
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Ey t he l s t Fi gh t e r Di vi s i on : Si ngl e - en p
.r e

f i g,
ht e r a i r c r a f"t

.f r aaa J u e t e r bog

and Ludwigslust to L.Gr.#
Braunschv:eig.

By the 2nd Fighter Division : single-engine fig ter aircraft from Oldenburg

t o Due s se l d or f .

By t he 3r d Fi ght e r Di vi s i on : Si n gl e - en Uai n e i  ght e r a i r c r a f t f r om Dor t   tmd ,

Bonn , a nd ;,i e cbs de n- Er b en}  ei m t o Due s s e l d orf .

By t r,e 7t r Fi g ht e r Di vi s i on : Si n  ,
l e - engi n e f i ght e r a i r c r a f t f r am Gr o s s - Sa ch-

se r  - e i m vi a L. F,   Ot t o t o Due s s e l d or f .

 ' i n gl e - engi n e   i ght e r ai r c r a f t f r om PJe ubi be r  

t o L .Gr . St ut t ga r t .

i I n add i t i on , ni ght f i ght er a i r cr a f t of t he Thi r d Ai r Fl ee t s t bt i on e d on
,

F r ench t e r r i t or y we r e emp l oyed a gai n 5t t h e 2nd bombe r st r e r   n,

Z'ot a l Ef f or  , : 291  si ngl e - e ngi n e an d t wi n- en g,
i n e f  .ght e r a i r c r af t .

_______

The f i gh t e r ope r a t i on s wer e hi nder ed b3* bad wea t he r cor di t i on s .

Enemy Losses: h2 bomber sircraft definitely shot down.

12 bomber aircrzft shot dcm n by night fighters of the Third

±  i r Fl ee t .

Tot a l : 51  a i r c r a f t . 
 osses of Friendly Forces: 9 aircraft.
- - - - - - - - - - -         _____

LosseS of personnel: 4 wounded ,

 
,

10 missing.

Zti ea t h e r Condi t i on s : Sout h of t he gen e r a l l i n e : Amst e r dam - Er f u r t - Ber l i n :
____.__ ______  . 

cl ou dl e s s .

 l or t h o f t hi s l i n e : 7/ 10 t o 10/ 10 l i ght s t r a t u s cl w d s

ab ove L,0 00 n;e t e r s . Fl yi .ng vi si bi l i t y i mp ai r ed by h z ze

and ice clouds.
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Bel or.gi ng t o pa ge 110 :
_____    _- ____  .

i  ot e s :   L.  =r , n eans

  L.F, means

The bombing raid on Duesseldorf was carried out after the target area was

gr oundr narked by p  t hf i nde r a i rc ra f t whi ch di d t r,e i ni t i dl r  a rki n g and re -

ne   ed t he ic,arke r s .

1he at t ack on  iraun sc h tie i g wa s , i n c ont Y•a st t o ot hs r at t a cks on Ge r -

man ci t i e s , c onduct ed acc or di ng t o t he pa t t e zn of t he moo ril _
i ght a  tr rai da

agai n st t ransport at i orl f a ci l i t i e s i n r rance ,

 
I t was f ound t hat i n t he at t ac k on I  rdun schwei g a 13 - kg l i qui d Pi re

  e t bomb (German : Fl ammenst ra hl bombe } wi t h a t he rmi t e - gas ol i ne f i l l i ng and
an

a 22 5- kg in ce ndi a ry b  mb wi t h   oi l - magne si um- powder f i l l i ng wer e f or t he

first time used.

  3,
) Ar i t i s h rlui sance F..ai d on   annhe i m and J a ne - Layi ng Ope rat i ona i n t he

St et t i ne r Haf f on 23/ 21  Apr i l 194 +
  - - - - - - - w - - - r -   - w - -

( See s ket c h : ho ne ai r def en ae , supp l enlent 191 ! )

  Enerr y Ef f ort

The f ol l ov i ng ope r at i ons rve r e c onduct ed by t l- e RAF :
_  , _       _.+ - - - _____  , ___________  - -

A nui s ance rai d c    'annhe i m wi t h o0 Type   'o sc,u
i t o bo nbe r ai r craf t ,

A s nal l bo  be r uni t appr oached f r otn t he ar ea of Nor rri ch î l y i ng a t

f i r st i n sout hern and l at er i n ea st e rn di r ec t i on ac ro as Sche l de Es t uary i nt o

• t he area of Ant werp , The a i r cr af t re t urned i n nor t h- we st ern di re c t i on ,

At t he sa  e t i me t he   `os c,u
i t o- bo    e rs i nt ruded , f r om 22 :3 5 hou rs on ,
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i n s out h - e::. st e r n  ?i r ec t i on by r uy of :.nt   e r p a r:ci t i e a re a s out l  of F;ob -

l en z i ni o t r e 4r ea of   n nhei m. Tr:e a.
i r c r , ::f t r e t u r ned vi rt Luxembour   ,

3 r u s s e l s , s nd  %st end up t o   0 : 3 7 r,our s . 7 he ba i,b s   e r e dr op i.ed on o .en

t e r r ai.n
i n t he  : r ea of s annY,e i rr: ti•.i t 't,out ca u si

.n   an y d  rw&e .

;:. mi n e - l    ,y
  ng ope r   t i on i n t he sen a re a o f t he      l t i c   l o,.o t he

coa st f r om t he  3u;  of Lue bec k t o t he  't e t t i n e r i:   f f  •ri t r, a t ot :  l st r en:;t h

of 120  :i r c r   f t . 1'ne ai r e r a f t a ppr oac tied f r orr. t h e  Yr e    of Hul l i l y  rr ;

ov e r t r e t or t h   er  i n ea qt e r n di r ect i on . j hey cr o s s ed t h e c oa st f r orr.   2 :2

hou r G on L-e t vree n   s b  e r     :n d t he i Rl and of poem an d ; r oc eed ed i n eout h -

ea st e r n d
.
i r e ct i on a cr o s s t he Be l t s 1̀ nd t he r uy o f Ki el i n t o t r.e a re a of

_ B  l t i c   ea coa st f r or  t h e     y of Lu eb e c k t o t h e   t e    
e r f:a f f . Zhe a yr -

c r  :f t r e t ur n ed on count e r r out e s .   t-,ey i e f t t he tive st e r n coa s t o f   ut l   r.d

uF t o Ol : i  5 .  ou r s .

 ,
i     r ol c  .s s i on s • re r e f l o• n L  • a nur. i,e r of "FN"   - ¢l r c r a f t    oVer

Du t cr. t vr r i t or y .

;; n ui s lnc e a   ai qQi on il o:yn Ly d s i nbl e 2 yl e 1. os : ui t o  ;i r -

c r :. 
f t .:c r oGs Ee l   i uu, i nt o t r.e « r ea oi F r  :r. cf u r t on t t:e }. di n a rr i L  nnr:ei A,.

• 7•'r,e a i r c r  :f t r e t ur ned vi a ttior t l.e r n r r un c e .

:; nui s   n c e r a i d on : -ud:: pe s t ti•.i t Y. a srr:a l l t on:b er uni t . 1 he uni t

  p : o : ci,ed e  1d r e t u r ned   c r o   s t he dr i   t i c '̀ e:: dnd   r oat i a .

Comnii t ment of t Y:e I Fi ght e r Cor   :s

: he f oL oi i n  ; f o r c e G n er e er,_F,l oy ed :
.............................

r;ot e ; i  FI' ' me   n  
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F?y t he 2nd Fi €ht er   i v i si on :   t wi n - er  ;;i ne f i   ,t e r  ;r ouN f r om ,';e st e r l and i n

''E'i r.  e l t e t t ''- t uct i c   i n t he s rea of t he we st ern

coa st of J ut l   :nd ; i a t e r t he ai r cr< f t t urned t o

t he pur sui t of t he en emy ai r cr  :f t i n sout h - ea s -

tern direction.

'i wi n - en } ne f i ght e r ai r cra f t f r om Nordr ol z ,

° t ade , and E'echt a i n pur   ui t o :e r . t i ons i n t he

area of Flensturg.

By tt e 7t h Fi  ;ta e r Ji vi s i on : Zhe Do- 21 i t r :  i n   n  broup f r om 1'a rndorf t o ;  ro -

( Fi   Ya er Cotr,ir:ande r Gs t r.a rk ) vi de Frot ect i on ove r Budape 9t .

 
Tot a l Ef f or t : 5b t vri n - en  i ne i"i s ht e r  :i rcr   f t̀

  .nemy Los s e s : 6 mi ne - l aye r ai rc rdi t def i r i t el y shot down .

i o s   e   of Fri eridi y c or ce G: 1 1'y  e   e 11 0 a.
i r c r   f t .

 " ea t l:e r Condi t i ons :  
.n

t he nre a of t r e   ort h "ea Gn d pa r t i a l l y i n Jut l and :

Format i on of hi   h- al t i t ude c l ouds .

h  =l t i c ."ea :  r eu and :̀ ei c  ,   s t e rri t ory : Bri ght .

Ni   h -   l t i t ude  ri nd : 31C de G_e e G,   ki l omet er s per Y:our 

2 1  .
) Fr i t i s l: ? t t a ck s on  . ùni ch , Kar l sruhe ,   nd r•annhe i

.t7 on   / ? 5   pr i l l y l.,l+
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   _  

( See ske t cY: : home ai r de f e ns e , suppl ement l y2 ! )

Enemy Ef f ort

Duri ng t he ni   ht of 2l  / z5 .'.pr i l 191E1-  t rle   ,F ore r Gt ed r  i t h 1 000

bomber  ai r c r a f t  :  ai n   t t he  tei ch   s t err i t o:y   :nd c t t a cked   .uni ch , Ka r l s r ui e

and ::'annhe i m. GerL:an a i r i nt e l l i  ;er.ce ke e pi n  t r  .c  t of t he enemy f l i   ' t
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cour se s reprot eti t he f ol l owi ng pi c t ure of t he Bri t i sh of f ensi ve ope rat i on s

l st bombe r s t r eam ( 5t h Bolnber Group ) :
- -- - ------ ----------

The ai rcraf t i nt ruded f ro n t he ars a of Lorxion i n sout hern di rec  _   

tian.   cBeginning at 22:00 hours they crossed thc coast between Fecamp

and T  i eppe f l yi ng in cout hern di re cti on int o t tie are a of Orl ean a and Bl oi a.

At t hi s st age t he ec;ui pr̂ ent : nd t he ai =cruf̀ t r el_or t i ng cent er s keepi ng  

track of the enemy flight courses failed. Radio bearing ir dicated that the

ener y ai rcraf t were proceedi ng i n sout h- ea   t ern di r ect i on i nt o t he area bf

Pontarlier, Lake of Geneva,and then across °witzerland in nortr.-ebstern

into the area of Vararlberg and into the area of Fuessen and I3eutte, Frami

,here the enerr: r force proceeded in nortrern direction for the attack on

L'uni c h . Degi nni.ng dt 01 : 1 3 hours t he borabe r s r e t urned in no rt h   we s t e rn di  

re c t i on by vray o f Hel gi um and Aior t he rn 'r  rance . The l a s t e l eanent s c ros s e d

t he coa s t at Q4 :3 0 hour s .

2nd bomber stream :
M .._  ______  ,

Begi nnin g at 22 :2 5 hour s t he bornber ai r cra f t cr os se d t he coa st

bet we en Di eppe and Le Tre port f l yi ng i n sout h- ea st e rn di r e ct i on i nt o t he
 

are a of Cha l ons sur   'arne ,aami Troye s , and St . Di zi er . They pr oce eded i n

eastern direction across the area of Toul , Epinal into the area of Strass-

bourg and from here in northern and north-eastern direction into the area

. of Kar l s ruhe , $  ubt ga r t , and Crai l shei m. Fr v n 0 1 :00 hour s on t he bo mber s

re t u rned i n nort h  rre st e rn di rec t i on . I t i s po s s i b l e t hat a part of t he 2nd

bombe r s t ream f l ew f ro m t he area of St . Di zi er i n sout h  a at e rn di re   i  

vi a Swi t ze r l and i nt o t he are a of L'tu .
i ch .
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3rd bomber st ream:
_______________ 

? he bomber ai rc raf t appr oached f rom t he area The 4  ash f l yi ng i n

nor t h- ea st ern di r e c t i on . The i r posi t i on a t 23 :00 hour s wa a r oughl y 100 ld l o-

mst er s nort hw e st o,
f t he i sl and of Vl i e l and . The ai rc ra f t proce eded i n e a st e

direction into Heligoland Bight and passed 50 kilometera west of the ial.an
d

of Syl t , The y pr e s u nabl y ca rri ed out mi ne - l ay 'i ng a:i.s si ons i n t hi s t  sa are a ,

The f o rc e r et urn®d i n we st e rn di rec t i on f r   21a.:00 hour s on . The po s i t i o a of

the hast returning mine-laying aircraft was about 80  d
.
lometers north of tbe

Ea st Fr i si an i s l and s .

ht h bombe r s t raam ( l st , 3rd , l t h ,
6t h , and St h Bombe r Gr oups ) :    __w_  __    _    _____   _________

The ai r cra f t approached f r om t he ar e a of Norwi ch f ]
.y

i ng i n ea st s rn

di re ct i on . Begi nnan g a t 23 :1 5 h our s t hey cr o s s ed t he coa st i n sout h- e a s t e rn

d3.re c t i on f l yi ng ov er Schel de Est uar y . The bor,iber s pro cee ded i nt o t he ar ea of

Kobl an z and Tri er . Pro c eedi ng f r om he re t he i  .o  ,be r s t r eam wi den. d and even-

t ua ]1 y e xt ended over t he l arge are a o f Fr   nkPurt on t he   ai n ,   ;ue r zburg ,

Iu'ur enh  rg , Crai l shei m, St ut t gar t , and Karl sruhe , l   a-- '   h® 2nd arld 4t h
M   ,

  l,c-, Ch .eGv ,bomber atr•eams '  eginning at o1:00 hours the aircraft returned flying

  i a a br oad f r or t z cr o s s Hel gi um and Nort he rn France . The hast e l ameAt s c ro s s

the coast at Calais at 03:15 hours. 30  :osquito-bombers left the hth bomber

st r eam ove r t he are a of Nort he rn   e l gi um and pr oceeded by wa y of n oarmond t o

attack Duesseldorf.

Effect of the  atack:
    ____    ___...____

In  unich: Heavy dama.ge to buildings and clight damage to industrial instal-

l at i ons .

' In Karlsruhe :  edium damage to buildings and heavr damage to transportdtion

.
facilitiea.
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I n L'ann -.ei m: ?,. edi um damage t o bu i l di ng s an d ca.
i
.g ht dunag e t o i.ndust r i a l

installations.

Commi t m®nt af t he I I'i .g
r.t er Cor p s

Zhe f ol l oti  i r  f or ce s wer e empl oqed :
    _   - - - - -       _

A ,a
i ns t t he mi ne - l ay er uni t ( 3rd bombe r s t r•e  un) :

---- --- ----------------------- ----- -

Ey t he ?.  d Fi ght e r Ji vi s i on : The l t h Group (l wi n - engin e f i g ht er s ) / } rd hi g ht

Fi ght e r ti'ni ng f r om   ,e s t e ri and i n "fLil tmel bet t "-

t ac t i c s i n t he area of Iuort } e rn  iol st e i n ; t he

• uni t 4rs s a s s emhl e d f or pur s ui t ope r at i ons .

  E;ai n s t t he l  t h b orr,b e r   t :•earu:

For ni ght f i ght e r pur s ui t o ;er at i ons :
.      _   _    __   .     

By t he l st r i   ,h
t e r Di vi s i on : h t lvi n - engi ne f i grit e r gr oup s i n di re c t i on of

.
F. F . F' :  i li pp . Tr:e f or ce wa s re rout ed t o F. .y .

Ot t o an d d,
i
.re ct ed in t o t he ba nber s   re um i n

t he a raa oi 'r' r a ril ;f ur t on t he 1; a i n .

By t he h  d 1Ni ght er   i vi s i on : 3 t   .i n- en ;i ne f i ght e r   ;roup s i n di r e c t i on of•

F. F. Lud  Yi g . The f or c e wa s r er out ed t o F.   .

Otto  .nd directed in to the bomber

st re am i n t he   re a of Frankf ur t on t he b[ai n .

3 Y t he 3  r̂ i   h t e r Di vi s i on : Ju- £3E uni t s f r orn Gi l ze - Ri j e n . The uni t s we re

di r ec t ed i nt o t he bornbe r s t r e am sout h oi" t he

ai r f i e l d .   vi n - anbi ne f i ght er ai r craf t f r am

Z  ent e and Dee l en . l̀ Yie ai r cra f t a s aernbl ed

ov e r F. F .
   .tr

f u e r st  u d I  r ocee de d t o F. "r . I d
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and  ve : e di i•ec t ed i ra o t he b o  lbe r   s t r e : r_-,

:: et 1•:e en F . Y  . I d u    ad    r Gnk i u r t on t l ,e l :;yi n .

Lv i n - e  .   i ne   i L:,t e r   i r c r .a a i r oni ti :s s e l , L  .n-

` en   i e u;:c}. , i ai    ,e -:s   l zn ,   nd 1:_  i
.n z - Fi nt hen . The  r

Gs s en bl ed ove r i . F . Tda and ti  e r e di r ec t ed i nt o

t he bomb e r st _e  ,r.    e t Y een i . i  . I dG  _:n d =r   nk f ur t

on t r e '. :  i n . _.
t ;  i r:- e  i   ne   i  ;r t e r  ;r ou p i r o;:.   t

T: ond cou  d r ot o e cn .}a o;  ed o  ;i n  ; t o L: a   .edt i:e r

c or  i t i on    
.n t }-,e ` r e a oi t }:e   i r i' i e l d .

3y t h e 7t i1 F i   Y t e r Di v i si on :   , :i n - e n   i n e i i r ht e r   i r c r __f t f r or   :  c } t e r d i n   e  l ,

• I l l e s h e i m, a rld iii t zi n   e n . 'l :  e ,;   s s e mc l e d o v e r

F
. I'

.
Ot t o ; n d   ,e r e d i r e c t ed i n t o t h e b : nio e r

s t r e   :r.:
i

.n
t h e .:ar e ., o f 1: r  u il   i  .i r t .

To :  r ovi ;l e fi
.     t e r _.r ot ec t i on :

1 v t r e 1 r 3 ?i
, -

ii t e r n i v i   i o n : Si n <,  
.e -e n <;i 1; e i i f } t e r a i r c r   :. 

t i r o rn   or t : u n d 1n d

I  on n . ! .  e a i r c r . :f "    . s s e r̂  b l e d o v e r   . s r .   or t i:,tu  d

'
_

i :e  ; ._i •c c e e d ed    i   L . f•' . Ot t o t o t iuz•e i iL u r  ;   i;i

l a n a ed i c; t l;a u r e ;  o f r 'r Un k ;:u r t .

•   i n   l e - e ri   l n e i i
. 

: lt e r u i r c r    r'"t i r Urr:  „ i e s u :. 3 e n -

:
.  . •Le n t: a i  m, ': h e  ,  ; ..s s e.:::;   e d c v e r L. F , v t t o ::.n

d

i r o ce F:d ed t o I.ur.i cYr b ;;-   r,:y of i ̀ur e r   ui •  .

 ' i nr l e - e c     .ne i i r;}  t e r   i r c r   f t i r otr. `̀ ey-r i n   ove r

' ur i c ii .

'I he l   t , r oul  (   :r ke r S1r - Z r e ;  r ou_:> seer .L l e d ove r F. F . Gt t o   nd y r x eeded
)

c r  . f t }; 7t iz } ;i t:,
h Fi Fht e r t o i; ur e  i bur   . 'i }

_e   i r cr   i"'t l   i:ded i n r out i.e r n

_
)

i , t, : C,e r i.; . ny .
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Tot al r  f f o rt : 228 si n  l e   ngi ne and t wi n - engi ne u s we l l a s mdr ke r ( German :
_      _ 

F?el euc ht er ) ai r c: af t .

Fval uat i on by t he   .er dqu<<rt e r G of t he I Fi Eht e r Corp s
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Z'he 4t h bombe r st r ea m wa s cons i de red a s t he   ,i n f orc e . Dvar

a e l gi an t e r ri t or y i t r  n i nt o a b   d we   t i:e r f r ont and , pr ocee di ng i n s out h-

ea st e rn di
.r ec t i on , i t wa s conf r ont e a wi t h t he s  .:a e di f f i cu l t i e s br ought about

by bad  •re  a ,-.e r a G t he i 'r i endl y uni t s we re . ax  os ed t o . Ni ght f i g ht e r uni t s

'rvhac hh4d st art e3 i n t he areu of I  onn and Xa sse l f l etiti t hrough dens e cl ouds

wi t h st rong i c i ng r4r_g
i ng f r or     OC t 0   OC r et er s . Fr  e ndl y ni ght f i g r.t e r s

•  r e re f l yi nE wi t hi n t he Br i t i sh boniee r st r eam ov e r t he a red s out ri o f Frank-

f urt , t,hi c h v a s i ndi c at ed by t he st r ong cr o s s -    .i r:d r edus ed by t he pr o  e l l er s .
Br i t i s h

Fl
,y

i nt; t h r ou ;;h t he c l ouds   and Gerrrk:n   .i r c r :  f t c oul d not i i g ht c ach

ot  .e r . ^he di s per s i or  o f t he bo al:e r st   •earn i n t he at ea of Frar l . f ur t on t tie

 MF3yy.  p?ur enburg , and St ut t gart w :s i rob :bl y cuus ed by t l- e  ,+eut he r and i c i ng

condi t i ons , i he kt h bor  be r ct r e    oul d h  ve be en ove r h:uni ch ci mul t an e ousl y

 .i t h t he l   t bombe r st r eam i l i t had r roc e eded   e yond i ur enburg . For t h i s

re   son i t wa s us s ur ed t r.at t he Bon be r   orn   and :  rd j l anne d u 1«rge - sc al e at -
of

t ac k on   'uni c h v i t h t ti .o ba  ̂be r st r e r.ms . The l i ri t ed suc ce s s es a  t t he ni ght
•

f i ght e r s and t he com .drat i v  l y hea vy Gert . an l o s s e s r e Gul t e d f rom t tje unf a -

v orabl e weat he r c ond i t i ons .

Fne;ny l os : e s : ?  ? Y c  be r ai rc ra •'t de i i ni t e l y °hot down .

2 bor be r ai r cr af t r r obabl y shot down.

Los se s of   ri endl y I'orc e s : 1 7 ai r c r s f t .
- - _- - - - - - - -         - - - -

l os s e s of i_e r   onne l : 3 ki l l ed ,
   

1   •ounded ,

29 r 1 s si ng .
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P  ea t he r Cond i t i on s : A bad n eat he r w n e 300 ki l omet e r s b r oad i n Iuor t he r n

__   _  _ - - -
Ger many mov ed i n s out h - aa s t e r n di r e ct i on . 'l he i cah r ov e -

r: ent of weaLher conditionG in thc coastal area which

  had st a r t ed at 22 : 00 hou r     d   c ha d ext ended t o
.

Erussels by 02:0o houz' .
I n t he b  d  4ea t he r zon e i 0/ 10 c l oud s , l ov e r ce i l i ng

f r on 200 t o ;UC) u:et er s , upper ce i l i n g 80 00 i, e t e r s   pa r -

tially Gbove tr.at aititude; icing above 2500 met®rs.

I n t he a r ea of F r anl: f ur t : 10/ 10 c l ou d s f r om 300 0 t o

8000 met e r s , l o  .e r ce i l i ng f a l :li n g . 7 o t he   out h s cat t e r

ing of the clouds to densities of E/lU to 3/10. Southi
of t h e Dannbe P i v e r c l oudl e s s .

Sp ec i a l I n f  r r}a t i on :
--_ -- _------_

I t wa s du r i n g t h e a t t a c k on l ttuLi.ch t h at t he t e r m   Dead Po 
,n

t " wa s

hea r d f or t he f i r i t t i me . The "De ad Poi nt    wa s c, poi nt   tle r e t he bomb er s

 i s s emb l ed bef o r e r e   c hi n g t he t a r g at . Thi s t a ct i ca l me a s ur e wa s on  e r ed

to insure thot ,
in sFite of the long approach fli ght,

the bombers drrived

ov -r t he t a r ge t at t he s  e t i me t hu s se cu r i ng a con cent r at ed ef f ect of
•

t he a t t a ck on t h e t a r get .   t t h e "'J ead Foi nt " t he bombe r s awa i t ed or de r s

f r om t he a .r of f i ce r co r  a ndi ng t he ot t :  cki n g f or c e f or t h e app r oa c h t o t h e

t a.r ge t .

2 5 .
) Br i t i s h P ?ixi sa n c e     j

,
d    {oe l n on 2 5f 2b Ap r i l 19  4

  ._   _` ___ _________..._  - - -     _N .  .  _  _

( Se e sk e t c h : r.ome a i r d e f en se , supp l emei' t 193 : )

  ne r. y   f f o r t

r _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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The f oh ot  i r. ; ope r  it i on s  •e r e c on d uct ed 'cy t l-.e r  -,.F :
    -__--_--.---------- - --------- ------------

  . n u i sa n c e r   .
i d o n Koe l n r i t h 1 5 1• o s  iu i t o - ho  ib e r s .

i h e a i r c r d i t

a p p r o a c h e d b e t we e n   nl a i
,     n d   cr :e l d e J s t u a r  y an d r e t u r r e d on c o u n t e r r o u -

t e s .

;• lt r•ol un s s i on Q Fl own by c: n wr,b e r or "FT  " - ai
.r c r a f t ove r Dut ch t e r r i t or y .

:  nui s   n c e r.:i r s i on f l o ,,tl Jy on e ? ype t.;o3c ui t o  , i r c r ai t i n t o t  ,e

ar ea of r r   .r  ci  r t on t he  .:  
i r  and 'n' a  -  e l . The ui r cr di t i n t r uded 4 cr o s s b e l

p
.um s nd r e t u r n ed i n we s t e r n di r e c t i on   y     Ly oi^   en Eia a   .

Cou r i e r rr.
i s s i on s • rere f l ov+n t o 4nd f r otr: S  reden a c r o s s t he Ska   e r r ak by

one 4ircraft re Fectively.

_ Cocrac.
i t n:e r.t o t" t h e I Fi ght e r Cor p s

^ - -     . - M     r     - - -

2 he c or Y::s wa s not op er a t i onal l y en pl oyed owi n  t v b a d jre a t he r .

Fnem,y
Los s e s : :,nen y l os se s v er e not ab se r ved .

_  .__.__  ._

Lo s   e s of F r i endl y ! or ce s : h on e .

We a h er Con di t i on s : S'r.ows r a wi t h 5/ 10 t o l Oj 10 ctunul u s cl oud s a t a l t i t u d e s
  ___  ..._  .  _  _ 

f r on 500 t o 2 ; OQ  ae t e r s , £or n ut i on o i i ndi vi du  l cur  u -

l u s c l oud   u :: t o 1;000 r  Rt er s . i; ucr.e r ou s shov e r s .•

26.
} Br i t i s h l .a r  ; e   ca l e At t a ck s on     s en a nd   ch  •e i nf ur t e s wel l _1G a

;:ui   an ce :   i d on T r i e r on >6,
 2 7 :=p r i 1 l   lc1 

(  $ ee s  et ch : Y:oa:e a i.r de f e n ce , s uppl  err;e nt 1y4 :  

Enem,y L   o r t

:  cc or d i r.b t o Ger c:.  .n r ep or t s t lie Ft::F empl oyed 900 bor be r ai r -

c r a f t
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ope rat i ng i n t wo hombe r s t r ea  s f or t he i a rge- s c al e at t acks on Es s en an d

5 chwei ns'"urt .

l st bombe r s t reaa.:
   

The ai r cra f t approached 1'r om t he a reu nort h o f Londo n f l yi ng

i .n s out he rn di re c t i on . T'hey cro s s ed tr.e coa st bet v  een Ji eppe an d Le Nav r e

and proce e ded i n cout h- e   : t ern di re c t i on i nt o t he areG of Cha.r t re s and

  rl eans . From t he re t he ai r c r<  f t    r ocee ded i n e   st ern di r e ct i on by way

of Tr oye s , I deuf c r: a ea u , St ra s s bourg i r.t o t h  a re a of St ut t gart . From

he re t he ai rer 4f t c ont i nued t he i r f l i    t i n noi t h   a s t e rn di re c t i on f or

_ t he at t ac k on Schv e i nf ur t , n smal l uni t pror.e eded by way of t he are a of
s

El h n. :n   en and  -iei dent:e i m. Zhe ai r c ruf t re t urned f r om t he are .3 o i  'chti ei n -

f u r t i n   out r i • e   t e r n  :n i ti.e st e rn a i rect i on ac ro s G t he li ne s Eo nn - Saar -
 br ue cken , Li eg e -   et z , and Li l l e - r ei a e .  1he l st aomber st r e am was f ol l o

wed b
.y a s ec ond wave of f our - en ,r

i ne s i r c raf t whi c h pene t rat ed i nt o t he
i

are a o f Orl ear s u  i ng t he sazae f l i   h t pa t h ; t r.e s e ai ,r c raf t t he n procee ded

t o t he ar e a of Pa t•i   an d r e t urn ed i n nort l-.e rn di re ct i on.

  d borr  e r st re am:
  _  _  ___..._   .

S 7 he ai re ra f t approac r,ed f ror  t he are a of Y orwi ch f l yi ng i n

no r t h- ea st e rn di r e ct i on i nt o t he area of f t he i s l and o f Tex e l . Zhe y p ro -̂

ce eded ir ea st e rn di re c t i on i nt u t he are a o f t he i sl and of Borkum whe re

t he ai rc r af t t ur ned in t o s out h- e a st ern di r ec t i on ar d pr oc eed-Ld i n t o t he
n ort h

•dr'e $   of   ':uenst er . Zhe y appro:  cried f or t he at t ack on   s sen f l yi n  i n s out h-

v e st e rn di re ct i on rn•i t h a t ai l ni nd of 100 tci l omet e r s pe r hour .

The ma   or i t y of t he bombe r s ret urned vi
.r  t he ar s a of Due s s e l dor

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

 
_   ,,  2 _

  

_ go®3.n and Bchel de Es  uarq. I II t hs area o  8orkum. a l[oa  3.t a  ni t
.
1vf't  .h.

  bomber et r:eam t o roceod i n east ern di reQt f o    .i nt o   fa a l aud   s  dP    

t ri ed t o ooACeal t he t urni.ng oF t he bomber   tr eam i nt o t he .
  iahr e  sa b 

cor duct 3
.ng a  nui sance rai d c  Aamburg.

.
In addition, 50 Moaquito-bambers carried out a nuiaance  aid

•
s,gai ns t t ks area of Tr3s r . Tb,e ai r craf t approache d   i s Oe  end fl yf ng i n

.
scut M- ea   t ®ra di re ct i on and ret urned on covnt . r raut s e   . .

• bc mbsr a  
ti bd.l e t he   i tat rvd®d t h®re webe i nt enai ve Bri t i ah l aa g- r.ange

ni ght t l ght er- act i vi t i e a over t he a3r base s o  ' t he C    ms,  n3,ght Yi gY  r e

  in t h® areaa of Nor'th- '  edCern and Sout hern Ce  mt  r. Duri ng t he a  act i wi t i s s
of

  i.x l arlg- range ni ght f i gYit er radi o f r equence a i nst ®adyt he t  w ht   hert  

knc arn w®re i n  ercept . d .

•
Ef  ect s of t he  At 't acks :
_. ._. . .___  ___

I n   saen : Heav r damage t o i ndust ri al i ns t al l at i ons   ud   rama7.  heav    

c  mag. t o bu3a di riga.  
, .I n 3ehwei n,f   rt : Heavy dam age # o bui l di:ug a artd al i ght dano age t 4 i t dv st ri  e ],

inst a 
.,
].at i on s . 

Camm .t metit o:P t he I Fi gh  er Cvrpe `
_______  ._  

  ,
The   o1l .owi.ng s i r c  af t̀   s e empl oyed :    
.,,  -   •  

A,  ai nsgt t he l st bo mbe r st rs am: '  

  , .
For n3  t f   .ght er p  caul t oper at 3oAa :

I
,

. ' _'   _'
.

.
By t he l st Fi:  t er Di vi ai on: Tei n-- eng  ae fi gh  er .a

i r+eraf t F    e    , '
i
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.  .. ,fd1 Q 

- -  
 

  _
F. F. s c.

Y  71.f   s  h (  g],
i   i.

    Icivr3    a  d_p  o:
.
-  .

   
 

. -_ _ .   :-    ' ed    c i r   at l on of F. F. L  rri:g  cl sx  #  t    tre t e '  j

,
' 

re  c  t ed
.
t o f l .y i    di rect     a#'  .

8t  re_
     .

T 
,y   re d3r  c'  ed 3,a  o     '     s   :mi  '  

1t -,   _, #  ie area of Sd  Y:ai:r   b  s  e •    t l  '   -_
,

. c3aat r a l   et   cd.._ _ ,  
By   he 3rd  ,  t,  er Di:v  ..a .oas:   a  ±er  e f i gYit . a  a    ra  . f r  m-    t 

. -.,  
    ead Lamge  di:eb ac  . 3  e a .  :  r+s  "t a:  . nb l    o  r  

    ,.
  r, St ut t gart . Th.     a

 
e  t ed 3        s, b   ' 

.
  Y I

•

ber s t  re  m 3.    he a s a vf   1   ga  !  . 
- '

• _By t Y  ?'t   Fi g  er 1  :  i si o  :    r - s  gi ae fY.  ht e * ei   rs f   -  r.w  B  +  s   ,, 
  - -  .• I 11e  ie#m, end Ki   ai   g     $    eGt i  -  ,# g,, :  .

-.   ,
.

f{  r t $ . Tt a.y were di rect ed i   a  =  bi  mb+sr•:i   •
I

_
  

  re  m i  a t he are s   of St ,   i e  ar  .   +.
  '     -

I
'

Ba  . • '

_
T  t- • n  rie   r a  a .  g  w  .  :e  fr a n   o].

  dc  a 
.

I
_    . . _ -Sc  1

.  .:eahei   . Ths a  ror aP  •aas   l :  l  rv    r Fy  '.
'

. -     I

.
} ag  r,r and   r * d  *d'  d   t Q #  .   imb      pi a   - 

  ' '    , ,   iter :L. Gr . 3t u 
, . .

  'wi s -   ngi   a   S  ,  er s i rcr.
  f ro®t gs r  $    ;

 i
  di rect i   of y[wr 3.cl i . T  d .    r af '    r ,e   re    

,
   ;

•   r - _  
_ .       - - - - - • -   o t k e bo IDb e r   r   oY4    ._.
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•

To pr ovi de ni ght f i g ht er pr ot ec t i on :
- - - - - -   - - - -  - - - - - - - - - _...  _    _- - - - -

By t he 3rd and 7t h Fi ght er Di vi s i on : Si ngl e - engi ne f i ght er ai r c raf t f rom

9̀ iesbadenE rbenheim , Gross-Sachsenheim, Iveubi-

berg, and Seyrinb (transferred to heubiberg

i n t t e eveni ng o f 26  :pr i l ) . The ai r c raf t a s s em

bled over L.Gr.  tuttgart and proceeded to

Sctiwe i nf ur t .

The l st Group ( i 'arke r  ?i r c ra f t ) /   t h Ni g  t Fi ght er   ii ng :   he di r c raf t a s s e

bled over F.F. 10 and were directed via radio

  beac on Dag  a r and L. Gr . St ut t $a r t t o Sch  e i n -

f  ir't .

r  gai ns t t he 2nd k or be r st ream:

For night f̀ighter pursuit operations:
w .    - - - _____  __ _____:     ___- - -

By t he ?.  d Fi ght e r Di vi si on : Z  i n   ngi
.ne f i ght e r ai r cr af t f r om We s t er l and .

'I he a i .r cr   f t a s s embl ed ove r F. F. Humme r (En-

glish : lobster) and were dir®cted into the

• di r ec t i on of   lorkum. The group di d n ot re a ct:

the bomber  tz eam any more.

7V i n - engi ne r i gtit er ai r cr af t f r am St ade and

1  ordhol 2 . 'l he ai r c raf t a as embl ed ove r t he ai r

' f i e l ds and pro cee ded i n di r e c t i on of Ki e l .

Ther e , t he y t urned i nt o t he di r e ct i or  of F. r .

- Quelle (English : spring) and were directed

into the bomber stream in the drea of Osna-

brueck.
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Twin-en  ne fighter aircraft i"rom Vech a. Qhey

as aea bl   d ove r t he ai r f i e l ds und ,Ner e di re c t ed

i nt o t he bor ib e r   t r eam i n t rie ar ea of 3neppen .

By t he 3 rd Fi  ,t 
t Er Di vi si on :31  i n- en  i ne f i {;ht er a i r c r a f t f r o  Twent e . TY:e

ai rc ra f t r  s s embl e d ove r t he ai r f i e l d and sve r e

directed into the bomber stream in the area of

Li nge n . Tne radi o f r e quenc y ds s i   .e d t o t he

group wa s us ed i n di re c t i n ; t he ai r craf t .
 l'V i n - en  ne f i   ht e r di r c r af t f r om Gi 1 Le- F,i j er.

i n di r ec t i on of F. F.   ue l l e . The y we r e di r ec -

• t ed i nt o t he bombe r st r e am i n t he are a of   ;ep -

pen .

Tvri n - en  i ne f i o ht er ai r craf t f r om ll ee l en .   'h ey

;  e re di re ct ed in t o t he bomber st r eam ove r F. F.

Ludwig.

Tvri n - en  i ne f i g ht e r ai r cr af t f ram Lan  ,e ns al za

and Kussel. Tht aircrdit asssmbled over F.F.

  uelle. They were directed into the bomber a  t

  t,ream i n t he are a of   m<len and beppen . 
To pr ovi de ni ght f i   r.t er prot e ct i on :

Ey t he ?,n d Fi ght er   i vi s i en : Sin gl e - e ngi ne f i   ,
ht er ai r cr af t f r om Ol denburg  

1'he a i r c r a f t a s s embl ed ov er L. Gr . Br emen and

proceeded to  ssen.

Ey the 3rd Fi hter  ivision : °ingle-engine fighter aircraft from  ortmund.

The ai rc raf t a s s embl ed ove r L. Gr . Bremen and

were directed to Essen.

 'i rigl e - engi ne f i ght e r ai rcrGi't f r om   onn .
  he
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.

ai rc r  :f t a s s embl ed ove r L. Gr . Dor t mund and

we re di rect ed t o c chwe i n fl rr t .

I n ' Hi mmel be t t ' t ac t i c s :
- - - - - - - - - - w - - - r - -

By t he 3rd Fi ght e r Di vi.s
i on : Twi n- engi ne f i gt t e r ai r c raf t f r o m Venl o and

St , Trond in t he are d of Sout he rn Hol l an d -

Bel  
.um. The s i rc raf t we re re rout ed t o pur sue

returning bom bers.

Tot a1 Eff or t : 306 si ngl e - e ngi ne and t ti    n   r gi
.ne f ì ght e r s as we l l a s mar ker

ai rc ra f t ( Ge rra :n : Eel eucht er )
.

•

,

The Eri t i sh comnland cont r ol li ng t rie ni ght ai r ope ra t i ons had s uc  

c eeded i r  di sper si ng t he ni ght f i ght e r operat i ons i n t he hc  e ai r de f en s e

by the application of multi-bomber stream tactics and concealment, Z hrough

_____ 
various rerouting and complicated approach mGneuvers of the night fighters
- - - - - - - - - - - - - had- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   .  _  -
t he Ge rman comrrland ob'  not s uc cee ded i n d

.
i re ct i ng t he ni ght f i ght e r s c ommi t -

t e d i nt o t t- e bomhe r st re ams i n t i me . I n addi t i on , t he ni gk t f5.ght e r oper a  -
• t i on s were hi nde red by bad hi gh  l t i t ud e vi si bi l i t y .

Enea y Los se s :   bom.be r s we r e de f i ni t e l y s hot down .

Losses of Friendly Forces: 11 aircrxft of which 1  e 110 wos shot down by
  _ ._- - _- ..

a f r i endl y sngl e - en  .ne f i ght er .

Lo cs e s of pe r Gonnel : 1 ti  ounded ,

19 mi Qs i r g .

P  eat he r Condi t i on s :
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•

In Northern Gern r y : 7/10 to i0/10 stratus clouds from 3000 to 7000 me-

ters.
Flying visib_lity reduced by dense high-alti-

.
tuda haze.

I n Sout hern Gerrr any : Bri g ht arxi of t en c l oudl e s s .

Special Information :
- - - - - - - - - - - -

On 26/ 27   pr i l 191+4 Obe rf e l dwebe l Frank of t he 2nd Squadr on/

3rd Night Fighter Yii
,ng was killed in action. He had been credited with

1i1} ene my ai r cr af t br ought down i n ni ght f i ght er ope rat i on a and had be en

a ra r ded t r;e kni EY t cr o s s of t he i r on c ro s s . Obe rf e l dwebe l Frank +s Type

•  'e 110 aircraft wa5 hit by the broken pieces of a bomber shot down by

him so that his aircraft crashed in the area of Ei
.nd

hoven. The aircraFt

radio operator and the aircraft mechanic could save their lives by bai-

l i ng out  r d.
t h pa rac hut e s .

Photo of Oberfeldwebel Frank,
2nd Squadron/3rd Night Fighter

• t'ri ng , Ed l l ed i n   ct i on on 2 6/ 2 7  '.pr i 1 i ; '1  .

27, ) Bri t i sh 1!t t acks on Fri edri chshaf en and Aach®n on 27/ 28 Apri l 19Lily

( See sket ch : home ai r de f en se , supp l em,ent 195 : )

Enemy Effort

- - - - - - - - - - -

A numbe r of ai r cr af t i nt ruded si ngl y f r om t he Eri t i s h ai r

ba se i n I t a l y by way of Cro at i a i.nt o t he ar ea s of Budape s t and    ar s aw
 

pr e s vr  abl y t o de l i ve r suppi i e   t o dgent s .
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A t ot al nurnbe r of roughl y 700 bombe r , 100 rmn e - l aye r , and 100 ko s c ui t o-

bor. 
be r ai

.r cra f t ore ra t ed f r om t he ai r :,a se i n Great Bri t ai n aga i n st t he

Rei ch   s t er r i t ory . The se operat i on4 conduct ed by t he RAF consi s t ed of :

L, r ge - 4c al e at t acks on Fri edri chs haf en and t he rai l r oad s t at i on of

h'ont ze n near Aachen .

Sec ondar y at t a ck s on t he ar ea ea s t o f r l orenne a i n Bel ga
.um, and

a mi ne- l ayi n  ; ir i s s i on i n t he sea ar ea of t he Eas t Fri s i an i s l ac d s .

The f oll owi ng enemy f or ce s we r e obs er ved :
w - - - - - - - - - r - - - - -   - - - - - - - - -

l st bomber st rea.m:
•   - -     _____

The ai r craf t appr oached f rom t he ar e a no rt h o f London f l yi ng i n

sout hern di re c t i on . Z'hey c r o s s ed t he coa st i  n t he are a of Ze Havre f l yi ng

in sout h- e a st e rn di re ct i on i nt o t he ar e a of   :ont arg i s and Auxe rr e s . The

ai rc raf t pr oc eeded in east e rn c i rec t i on   c ros s t he l i nes : hor t h o f Di j on -

C} aumont , Col mar - s t ra s s bourg .   f t e r cr o s si ng t he Rhi ne Ki ve r t he ai r c ra 
s out h -

t urned t o ea s t e rn di re ct i on f or t he at t ack of r' ri e dr i chs hdf en . The maj ori t r

of t he bor ber s ret urned i n nart h  r,e st e rn di re ct i on by way o f Zorrai ne ,

-   na11 e l e ment s f l ew ac ros s Nort he rn cv,a t zer l and an d Nort he rn Fran ce . I n t he'
are aof `'t ra s sbourg a   To sc ui t o- uni t l e f t t he bombe r st r e am t o conduc t a nu 

cance r ai d on St ut t ga rt an d

t r i ed t o di st r act t he at t ent i on f r om t he pri m ::ry t arg et of t he at t s ck .

2nd bc,  be r   t r ©arn:
--------------

aircraft
'l he ao  c approac hed f r om t he are a of hozwi ch f l yi ng i n nort h- ea st -

ern di rec t i on  :n hour af t e r t he l s t bombe r st r eam had l e f t t he I sl and of
A small com onentBr i t ai n . $    Qi  mi ,rpr o c eeded t o t he Iyort h r ea up t o t he are a of f t he
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i si and of hnal and . From t he re t he s i rcr af t pr oce ede d i n s out h  a st e rn di -

rec t i on i nt o t he se a ar e G of t he i sl and of Jui s t . I n t hi s ar ea t he y pre sv,-

  .abl y dr opped r:i ne s . The a i r craf t re t urne d i n r ;e st er n di re c t i on . The ni ne -

l ayi t  ope r<<t i on wa s ear l y re cogni zed u s  = di ver Gi on maneuve r . Soon af t er

l eavi
.ng t hs I sl and of Bri t ain t he r  i n bombe r st r eam had chan-

ged i t s rout e t o pro ce ed i n s out h- ea st e rn di r e c t i on t o Aachen by way of

t he nort he rn s e ct i on o f ° chel de Est ua ry . ''i he bombe r a i r cra f t re t urned i n

nor t h  ue st e rn and wes t e rn di r e c t i oun vi n Hol l an d and Bel gi um.

3x d bombe r st r e am:
    ______

  An hour af t er t he 2n d bomber st re am had l e f t Gre at nri t ai
.

t he ai rc raf t of t he 3rd bombe r st r e urn approached f r o  Th  s s Est uary f l  

i ng i n east e rn di re c t i on up t o t he mi ddl e of t he Channel ; f r om t h ere t he y

proc e eded in sout h- ea st e rn di rec t i on by wa y of Os t end i nt o t he ar®a ca st

af Fl or enne s . The ai rcr af t r et ur ne d on count er r out e s .

4t h bomber st ream (?, osc ui t o   ni t ) :

 '  hi l e t he 3rd bornbe r s t ream was r et urni ng t o i t s ba s e s ,

t he ai rc raf t of t he 4 t h bombe r   t r eam approacY,e d f r om Thame s Es t ua ry f l yi n• ea st of
i n so ut h  a s t e rn di re ct i on by way o f nunker k i nt o t  :e are a   of Fl ore nne s .

7he aircraft returned at =irst in southern direction, later in north=r;es-

t ern di re c t i on ac ro s s Som ne Egt uary .

Ef f ect s of t he At t ack :
    _-     _  _ 

I n Fri edri chs ha f e n : Ext rea e l y he a vy dau age t o bui l di ng s and i ndus t r i al i n-

• stallations.
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Rs.i l r oad St at i on of L:ont zen neur Aachen :   :edi um dama.ge t o rai l s and s t a-

t i on bui l d i n g s .

Commi t men t of t he I 'r  .ght er Corps
  _  ____    .  - - - - - --.
The f o l l rn Yi ng ai rc raf t vaere empl oyed :

Aga i nst nui s an ce r ai ds f rm t he Sout h :
_ _________  ._  _  _ _._._  ._

By t he l s t r i gh t e r Di vi s i on : Twi n   ngi ne f i ght e r a.
i rc raf t f r om Erf urt .

The ai
.rc raf t as s embl ed and we re di xe ct ed i n -

t o t he bomber st ream ov er F. F. Chri s't a ,
i By t he 3rd Ci ght e r Di vi si on : Twi n- engi ne f i ght ®r air craf t f r om   ai n z-   'in -

then, Langendiebach, Langenealza, and Kassel

Rot hwe st en . The ai rc r af t a s s embl e d and we re

di r ect ed i n t o t Y .e boncbe r et re am ove r F. F.   i[

Chr i St a .

By t he 7t h Fi g ht e r Di vi si on : T'  Ji n- e n  .ne f i gtit er ai r c raf t f rom I l l eshe i m,

Echt e rdi ngen , and Hagenau . The ai r c raf t a a; ,

aembled and were directed into the bornber  t

• s t r e am ov er F. F. Chri st a .

To provide night fighter protection :
.  _______r .___._   ___ ________ 

By t he 3rd an d 7t h E'i ght er Di vi si ons : Si ngl e - engi ne f i ght er ai r c r af t f rom

I  eubi berg , Gro s s - Sdch se nhe i m, and  yi e s baden-

Erbenhe i m. The ai r craf t a s s embl ed ove r L. Gr .

StuttgGrt and proceeded to Friedrichshafen.

Agai nst ret urni ng bomber ai r cr o f t : A t v,ri n -engi ne f i ght er  ,'r oup f rom 2weu-
te
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an d sma11 el ement s of t he    ie - 110 uni t s of a l l

f ì ght e r di vi si on s r l yi n g a s econd ari
.s s i on . The

, aircraft assembled and were directed into the

bomber st re am ov e r F. F . Kuli .

The l st Gr oup (   ar ke r ",i r c r a f t j / ''j t h i  i ght "r  ght e r 4:i ng : 1 h̀e ai rcr af t a s s em-

bled over F.F. Otto and proceeded to Karlsruhe  

an d Stuttgart. The aircraft the ldnded because

t l:e vre at he r c on di t i on s of f ®r ed l i t t l e pro spect

of s uc c e s s f or ai r oper at i on s over   'ri ecir i chsha -

f en .

•
To r epul se t h e at t a ck ag ai n st t h e r a i l r oa d st at i on of b?ont ze n :

F or n i gh t f i gh t e r pu r sui t op e r a t i on s :
_      - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

By t h e 3 r d Fi gh t er Di vi s i on :Tv, i n   n gi ne f i  ; h t er a i r c r a f t f rom Twent e , Dee l en

'l enl o , and St . Tr ond . Zhe ai r c r a f t we re di r ec t ed

into the bomber stream by w y of the radio bea -

con s o  ' r ada r s t at i on s ne a r t he coa st i n Hol l . +n d

I n "Hi r nne l be t t ' t ac t i c s :
_ -   _________,_______•

 
By t h e 3r d Fi ght e r Di vi s i on : A f eV  t tivi n - en g .ne f i   t e r a i r c r af t ove r t he coa s

t a l a r e M of Holi and . The a i
.r c r a f t wer e l at er eng

ged in pur sui t op er a t i on s .

To p r ovi de n i gh t f i gh t e r pr ot e ct i on :
- ------ ----- ----------- --

Sy t h e l st Fi ght e r J i vi si on :Twi n- e ngi .r e f i ght er a i r c r a f t f rom r t e n ddl and

  ;erneuch en . Z'he a i r c r di t a s s embl ed over F. F. I da

and proce ed c d t o Aach en , Sin gl e   ngi ne f i bht e r
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ai r cr  f t f rom Juet e rbo  and Ludwi g sl ust . The ai r -

- c r a f t a s s en c l ed ove r L. Gr . Dor t mund   nd proc eeded

t o  :ac ti en .  

Ay t h.e ?n d , i   ht er n  
.v

i si on :Tir2 n- e n  ;  .ne   i   hat e r ai rcrdi t f rom V4e st e r l und , St a

de , t.TOrdhol z , and 'u'ec ht a . The a_i .rc raf t z s s euibl ed

ave r F. : . Lud   i g and proce ed ed t o   .ac hen . Si n ;
l e -

enhi ne f i ght e r   i r c r   f t f r om Ol de nbur   .  

The ai rc r   f t a s s en,b l ed over L .Gr . Dort mund   .nd pcS

proceeded to   cren.

By t he J rd r i `;ht er Di vi si on :c i n  ;l e -e n  i ne ai rc raf t f rom Dort r.:und t o ,  achen .
• Si n  l e- e r.;; i ne z.i rcr af t f r om Ba nn . The ai r craf t

uas ercbl ed ov er 1
_,.

F . I d  ar 3   ;roce e ded t o Aacr:e rl .

Tot al Ef f or t : 2° 6 s i n  l e - enoi ne and t rtii n - e t  Ti ne f i   ht e r ns ti e l l   s rr.4 rker
  _.__

 :i r c raf t .

The maj or ' t y o f t he ni   :t f  gh t e r ai rc r   f t cor  ,i t t ed t o pr ovi de   Fr o-

t ec t i on ov er a ache,n ar ri v ed ov er t he t a r  e t are a t o be grot ec t ed t oo y it e .

Ene i  y Los s e s : 1,2   ombe r ai rc r af t de f i
.n

i t el y s l:ot down .•       _.._

I os se s of Fri endl   • For c as : 26 ai rcr ::f t of t hi c l: one  1    ,e   e 109 ai r c raf t w  .s

  i:ot  1ov;n t  y  : Bri t i sh "Fh ''- ai rc rr f t    t : n sl t i t u -

de of 1 CC r et e r s  .hi l e t he f   rme r w.:8   bout t o 3  t

l  +r.d .

Losses of ;e:sonnel: 1 hilled ,

l: ti our:ded ,

32 r,i s si ng .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

_ , . - 133 -  

Weat he r Condi t i on s :  '  e.at of t he ]i n e :  s t e r dam - 1 .:uni ch : c l oud l e s s .
y

Eas t of t hi s li n e : $/ 10 t o l Of 10 st r at u s c l oud s f r om

1000 t o 2000    et er s.

I n t he AIor t h good hi g h -a.l
t i t u de vi si bi l i t y , i n t h e

couth high-altitude haZe.

2 8 .
) Er i t i sh Nui s an ce Rai d on Hamb u r g on 28 / 29   pr i l 19[ 

.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

( See sk et ch : home a i.r de f en se , suppl e r..ent 193 =)

En em,y
Ef f o r t

Ha  bu r g wa s at t ac ked by 25 b  os c?ui t ob or.  
b er s . The a i r c r a f t i nt r u

•
ded  :c r o s s t h e h or t h Sea an d r e t u r n ed i n we st e r n cli .r e ct i on b y wa y of E  den

an d nJor t he r n Hol l and .

A numbe r of   F'N"   ai r c r a f t ope r a t i ng si ngl y f l ew nu i san ce rui s -

si
.on s over t h e a r e a of   :r 1i n and ove r D;or t h   I9e st er n  ̀ er many .

Commi t men t o f t h e I Fi g  t e r Cor p s
-   - -   -         - - - w Y - - M - - -   - -

. The f o].
l owi ng a i r c r a f t we r e empl o;  ed :

Ry t h e l s t r i g ht e r Di vi si on : !  s i n gl e - en gi
.n e f i ght e r a i r c r a f t . 

Enemy Los se s : y neu y l o s se s we r e n ot ob se r ved .

I  o s se s of F r i endl y For ce s : Nane .
______- - - - - - .-- - __ '

 h' ®at he r Condi t i on s : 6  10 t o 8/ 10 s t r a t u s c l ou d s be t ween 1000 an d 2000 c e -

  t e r s . Gaod tu gh- a l t i t ude vi si bi li t y .

29 . ) Bri t i sr: r ui san ce Rai ds on Koel n -   uel hei m and Ober hausen a   z9/ 3o
_   .  ..._ :  ___- -__- - - - -   _- _ ._ 

Ap r i l 191,k

- - - __.___,.._

(   ee sk et ch : home a i r de f en se , Su ppl erL.en t 193   )
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Ener 4y Ef f o r t

_    ____
v

Ob e r ha u ne n an 3 r  oe l n - l
.
'u e l h e i n, ti re r e dt t a c k e d b y a t o t a l s t r e r  t E 

o f   0 Z:o Gq u i t o - c o  b 
r s .

Z h e a i r c r r .
f t a p p r o a c h ed b e t   :e e n t h e   ui d e r   e  ;  ;.n

d

:, c l:e l d e   s t u a r y a n d p r o c e ed e d i r .t o t h e Ru r.r Gr e  : .
T he y r e t u r n e d i n v e s t e r n di

.

r e c t i on .

I n t he se a a r e a of f   en  iel d er and in t n e    r e    of t he 4:e st an d   st

Fr i s i   n i sl and s up t o t he y sl  tr.d of r or de r n eZ  ; 0 :  r -i t i sY. a i r c r a f t ca.  duct ed

r  .ne - l ayi n `, oper   .t i on s .

A 3 r i t i sh cour i e r a i r c r a f t c r o s s ed t Y.e   1cG  e r r ak i n di r e c t i on of   we -

den.
  -

Ca   ti t    ent of t h e I Fi   ht e r Cor l  s
•

The i"o ll ow-i r ; a i r c r  .f t we re e r; i l o 'ed :
- - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

E;  t Y  e 3r d Fi   ht e r  ?i vi : i on : k t wi r.-  r   ,
i ne f i ; ht e r •: i r c r   f t , an d

3   i
.n ;l e - en€i ne f i  ; l  t e r   i r c r a f t .

Tat  .l   f f o r t : 7 a i r c r a.f t .

Enemy Los se s : l :ne rc y l o s s®s we r e not ob   e r ved .

 
Los se 4 o f Fr i e nd l y r'or oe s : ? ; one .

 

ti'  ea t h er Condi t i on s : t  or t l - ti •e st of t he li n e   ' r   nkf u r t on t he L:a i n - H4mb ur   :

10 10 clouds between 300 and 4000  . e
ters; partiall  li ht

r a i n .

Ea st o f t hi s ]i n e :   f 10 t o l U; 10 c l oud s   et we en   00 «nd

2000 rr  t e r s . Hi g} - a l t i t ude v i nd s   t 5000 me t e r s : j 6G de -

  r ee s , 1C)0 ki l omet e r s pe r hour .
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St u c y 9 t o 11 , Vol une I I I a
- - ...__  _.  ..  _.  _  . _

Chapt e r I I I
# # i F"  $£-Ji- ZE?i.`H( ii 3:-    't  E: .̀ 3£ . r3E-!f  t'-iei =i f-:'r3:-3f-:".f 3 -3 -Yti E  H  ti t-:'X -if-#•3:-i F i:  .'  -)!i i'.i-tti t- e# i '# 3HF  E  9E lt#

Day Act i vi t i e s i n t he Per i od f r c  a
- - - -   - - - - - - - - - - 1..  -   . - ' r M -           -

1   :ay 1 91,1  t o D- Day {6 June 19h1  )

------- -----  ,  

1.
) Survey

a .
) Ame ri can Of f ®n si v e Act i vi t i e s

_ ! - 1 .   4   r - -     Y   -

7
---

The daytime air warfare over the Reich  s territory had become

con si
.de r abl y nor e i nt e nsi ve i n   :ay 1 91a.1 . Dur i ng t he pe r i od cover ed by t hi s

re port t he Ar e ri c an ai r f or ces ope r at ed   ;i t h a t ot al st r®ngt h of 30 000 ai r -  one we re
craf t of whi ch   hal f   Ea heavy bombe r s . The r a 3cL  m s t rengt h of di r c r af t

eu  pl oyed i n an at t ack had r i   en t v 11 00   :o  er s : rxi 1600 f i g ht er s .  i he se

a.i r f or ce s , cons,i.de rabl y supe r i or t o t he Gerraan Yorc e s  :mpl oyed i n t he hou e

ai r de f en s e , conduct ed t hei r of f ensi ve operat i ons ext r emel y sy s t emat i cal l y

an d ef f ec t i vel y t hu s demon st r at i ng , f or t he f i rs t t i u e i n hi s t ory , t he st ra -

_ t egi .c i mport a nc e of a moder n i n s t r urnent of ai r - powe r vi t,a l t o t he ove r   l l

war effort. In view of the sicnult neous and extensive Allied air activities

i n t he re st af Europe , e apec i al l y i n France , t he st rengt h an d st r i ki ng pone r

  art i cul a r l y of t he Ams ri can ai r f or ce s be came evi dent .  dore ove r , t he Anzer i -
de f i ni t e l y

can operat i on  ag ai ns t t he Rei ch   s t e   •ri t o ry i     :ay   e s t abl i shed t he per f ec -

t i on of t he ,.me ri can ai r ar  nent sy st em as we11 a s j u st i f i ed t he Ameri c an

s t rat e gi c pr i nc i pl es and of f enri ve t act i c s . Des pi t e many s et ba ck s and 'r,e a vy
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•

l o s s e s , t he purpos e i ul ac t i on and t he per se ve ran ce o f t he Ame ri can ai r com-

man d l ed t o succ e s s : The Arne ri can ai.r f or ce s r: ai nt ai ne d t  ie a:i r s upremacy

ove r t he    sd
.c

h
,
' s t e r r i t o ry i n dayt i me . They had won f re e dom of oper at i on i n

b'ar ch and :  pri l and c oul d now, oper at i ng i n day t i me ti ri t h bombe r f or ce s of t h

same s t rengt h , obt ai.n
i   s i n a s r,or t e r per i od of t i me oet t er e f f ect s i n t he i

grougs
at t ack s t han t he Bri t i ah ni gh.t bombe r   fi i

.d .

The f ol l owi ng ope r at i ons tiver e c onduct e d by t he Ame ri can ai r f or ce s <<gai nst

t ar get s i n t h e Res c  ' s t e rr i t o ry dur i ng b̀ay :

17 l ar ge - s cal e at t acks f r om t he Bri t i sh ai r bds e and

1+ l ar ge - s cal e at t ack s f r om t he I t al i an ai r ba se ,
.

Larr- l e ve l st r af i ng at t acka by f i ght er f orc e s   ai n : t 161, vi l l age s and
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - - - - - - _ - - - - - -.-  kom nando .
srnal l t ov n s i n t he s e ct o r of t he XI Luf t gau   ai r f o rca admi ni s t r at i ve

conmand ) an d i n t he ke s t e rn pa rt of t he s ec t or of t he I I I Luf t gaukow. -

r.  ndo and agai.n s t 32 i ndu st ri al t arget s i nc l udi ng

6 a i rc raf t f ac t or i e s ,

1 min eral oi l pl an t ,

4 power plants.

The bombs we re dr opped :

` In the cases of 15 attacks with vi udl obs®rvation of the ground,

in t he cs se   of ; at ta ck s wi t h l i mi t ed vi sual ob se rv at i on of t h® g rour.d ,

and

in t he ca s es of 2 at t acks tiri t hout vi   ual obse r vat i on of t he gr ound .

A planned large-scale attack on !   iay failed owing to bad wes her.

    a I t w-as on t hr e e day s t hat t    e Amer i can ai r f or c es s t a-
  and in Italy

t i oned i n Gre at Bri t ai n' pre sumabl y operat ed i n di re ct l y coordi nat ed act i oa .
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    .i nt7 t u Lud  .    .t h  :r cc.:    t i c:    n<  l ar g®- s cal e a i r ape rat i ana we rs condu c-

t ed duri ng t he pe ri od s f r om 2 t o 6 and f r om ]_
! . t o 18   :ay .

The f o l l owi ng operat i on s were conduct ed duri ng t he sa peri ods :

On 6 day s onl y rec onnai asance rai ssi ons ,

an 3 day s l c wl e v e l at t acks car ri ed out by f i ghte r s and fi ght er - bomr 

ber s ,agai nst ai rf i e hda ,

o n 1  day s l ow- 1®ve l at t acks c ar ri ed out by f i gti ts r s and f ì ght er - bom-

be r s agai ns t ai rf i e l d s and t ran aport at i an f ac i l i t i e s ,

on 1 daq no re connai a san ce and of f ensi ve ac t i vi t i e s .

For t he pe ri od f r om 1 Jun® 19 1  t o D  iay ( 6 June 1 94 +) t here i s no German ,
• do cure nt ar y a at e r i al av ai l abl e whi ch pr ovi de s i n f o rma t i on on t he  , r e r i can

ai
.r ope rat i on s Ggai nst t he Rei ch t s t e rr i t ory . Sin c e we at her condi t i on  we re

f or f l
,y:i n  purpo s e s

unf av orab l e ••duri ng t he week oe f o re t he begi nni ng of t he i nva s i on i t can be

as sumed t hat t he f me ri can ai r act i vi t i e s we r e conf i ned t o rec onnai s s ar ce

aa s si on s an d l ori 1 ®v el at t acks wi t h f i ght e r   and f i ght e r - bo nbe r s ag ai ns t

ai r f i e l ds an d t r an spo r t at i on f ac i l i t i e s . Tru ormat i on on t he ef f oct s o f s uch

at t ack s i 5 cont ai ned in t he docums nt of t he Gene r dl l uf t zeugmei st e r ( Chi ef

of t he Luf t Kaf f e Spe ci al Suppl y and Procurement Ser vi e e ) (GL/ A i n . 3z32

• Top   'i l i t ar y Document ) :

'fBy ai r r -ai
.d s ag ai n st ai r f i e l ds dn d i ndu s t r i a l e st abl i s hment s t he f o l l orri ng

ai rc r af t we r e de st ro y ed i n t he pe r i od f r om 31 A:ay t o 3 June :

1   'e 109,
15   ;̂   190,
l :t Ju 6$ .

The day t i me a i r oper at i ons agai ngt t he Pei ch   s t e rr i t ory re veal ed t he

f ol l owi ng o b4e ct i ve s of t he Ameri c an ai r comr and :
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Par al paa t i on of t he s t ri lci ng power of the GErman ', ehro ac ht , i n par t i cul ar

t h at of t he Gerraan I:uf t̀ waf f e , by l a rg e - s cal e at t a cks ag ai
.n st t ha fl xe l i n -

n ear
du st ry i n Cent ral Germany and 'St e t t i n , t Y e ai r armµment pl nnt B i n t he ar ea s

of Vi enna and B%uns chwe i g a s yre l l  , s ag ai n   t t he key i ndust ri e a i n t h®

Rei ch   s t er ri t o ry and i n Lorr ai ne and by l ow- l ®v e l at t ack a v i t h f i gkit e r s ar xl
an d

f i g ht e r - bo  e r s on us ed ai rf i e l ds an d on r epai r  product i on e at abli s hment s

af t h e ai rcr af t i ndust ry .

Ef f ec t i ve .ii sr upt i on of t he comm uLi c at i on r out e s be t : een t he ne st ern   e c -

t i on of t he Rei ch   s t er ri t ory and t t e  • e st e rn t e rr i t ori e s oc c upi ed by Ge r -

man y by l ar ge - s ca l e at t a ck s on t r an sport at i on f ac i Li t i e s i n ivort h- We st e rn

Ge rm  ny , i n Lor rai ne , i n t h e Saar   .re a , i n Lvotc:mbourg , and Bel gi um a s wel l a•

b   - eve f i ht er at t a a ai n s t t r •an ort at i on f ac i l i t i e s t rai .AS andy l o .
1 1 g cks g sp , ,

i nl and navi gat i on i n t he Rei ch ' s t e r r i t ory . Par al S s at i oa of t he vri l l of . t he

popul at i on of t he Rei ch   s capi t al t o re si st by k l arge - sc al
.e at t acks on $ar

l i n .

Disturbing of the naval armament Uy a large-scale attack on the shipU uil-

di ng 3 ard s o f Ki e l .
 

A1o spec i f5
.c poi nt of mai n pr e s s ur ® wa s re co gni zed i n t he Ame ri c an ope rat i on

'     .ay ,

Z'he co nse qu ence s of t h e Ams ri c   n ai r at t ack s ti•re re di f f er e r  i n nat ur e

Zhe k e gi nni ng of t h e bomber o   e rat i on s ag ai n5t th e f act o r i e a of t ne Gertnan

f ue l pm duct i on i n t he li ei ch   s t er r i t ory and   .n t he Bal k¢n s cau s ed t he f i r
di s

i   i i  erupt i an o f t h a f  e l sup1  ],y uf the Gerc,an Luf t naf f e and  ;ehrmacht .

, pe r si s t ent
The dan   ;e r ar ose t ha t b y a e  ad  cont i nuat i on of t hi s di s r upt i on

t he German .. ehrmacht woul d be de pr i v ed of i t s vi t dl re souj•ce s whi ch woul d

mean ce r t ai n Gerr. an d®f e at . The ext en t of t ha ef f ect s of t he Ameri c an bom-
bing
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r ai ds i n    ay o n i n s t al
,
l at i ons of t h e Ge rm: n f ue l pr oduc t i on i s i l l us t r at e d b

t he f ol l owi ng dat a  :

Ai rc raf t f ue l suppl y o f t he L,uf t waf f e at t he be p
.nni ng o f i 'ay 19l 1i :

_       _
y+0 000 tons, •
IIn nt  -a y out put o f t he Germaa ai rcr af t

,
f ue l  :ro duct i on up t o 1   'ay 19,41, :

180 000 t ons,

German ai rc raf t f u el pr oduct i on i n   ary
19J 1  :

120 000 t ons,Aver ag e
  ont h l y Ger n an ai rc r a.

f t f uel con s umpt i on dur i ng t h e f i r s t hal f of 191+ 4  

ro u ;h l y 1 50 000 t on s ,

ai rc raf t f ue l dr awn f r om t he German ai.rcraf t f ue l suppl y st ocks i n r.̀.ay ( con- 

qe uence s o f t he Arne ri cnn ai r at t aq ck s ) :

32 C00 t ons.

At t h e end of   ay 19  + t he German Hi
.g

h Co  nand coul d e st i nrat s   by c al cu-

l a t i on t hat t he ai rc raf t f ue l suppl i e s woul
.
d i}e depl e t ed af t er 17 mont h s , i . e .a pproxi ir:at e l

,y
abc  b;; t h e end of t he Se ar 1945. Thi s cal cul at i on Y;a s bri s ed on t rie a s s umF.:

a.
i r c r a f t

t i on t hat t he  .rr,e r i can ai r ef f or t a s sti el l a s t he German '  f ue l cons umpt i on

woul d re  ,  i n con st ant an d t i e ai r c raf t f  ze l s uppl y st ock s woul d not be aub-

  ec t e d t o ai r at t ack . 

The P.mer i c an bombs rdc:en t s i al  :̀ ay di d not cucce ed i n d,  t r oyi ng

t he s o- cal l ed vi t al cent er s of t he hydr o  en et i on an d  rs ner al oi l pl ant s under
.....................................

Ncyt e :   The dat a have bee n t aken f rom a st udy of t he f o rme r J epa rt ne nt of

L'.i l i t a ry Sci enc e of t he Luf t waf f e ,   pr epar®d i r. aut umn , 1 y41{,

and f rom a re po r t of t he G :eci   l i st f or f ue l suppl y titii t h t he -..ehr -

  cht Hi gh Comn-,and - Yyehr :ra cht Operat i ons   t af f , dat ed Jur s , 1 y44 .
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at t ack and i mpai red t he   uppl y of t he German    ehrmacht wi t h f ue l f or mot or

ve hi cl e s an d f uel oi l t o a ne gl i gi.bl e ext ent onl y . Hawove r , t h e Ameri ca n

ai r at t acks on t he oi l ba s e i n t he Hal lcans a s  Je l l a s t Yie #  Cbocx  c mi ni r 

of t he Danube   i .ve r by Bri t i sh ai r 1'orce s hro ught about a consi derdbl e
delivery constituted

di st ur ban ce of t he crude m
.
l   t  3  t t o t he i  ei

.c
h   s t e rr i t ory , whi ch ''  a a

se ri ous dange r f or t he s e cur i ng of t he f  Ze l suppl y t o t he Gerwan YVehrrriacht ,

Ai r c r af t pl ant s and repai.r us we 11 a s manuf a ct uri ng e s t abli sh -

n en t s f or ai rc raf t i ncu rr ed hea vy damag e s by t he ,. Lme ri can ai r at t a ck s . A

gr eat nwnbe r of ai r c r af t was l o s t , Onl y duri r. ; t he per i od fY om 20 t o 29 .
  ay ,

13 3 ai r c raf t ive re de st roy ed and 54 ai r c ruf t  Yere darnaged i n t he m anuf a cf u-
  ' ri ng e st abl i s hment 9 of t h e i ndust r y . On t he v hol e , th e n;an uf act uri ng proc e s s

an d t Yie re pa.
i r act i iri t i e s tive re

 i n t he German ai rc r «f t i ndust ry   se ri ousl y hamper e d an d t he ex pan s i on of

t hi s i ndu st ry was vi si bl y de l aye d .   l s o t r e manuf act ur e of t he ni ght f ì ght e

t ype He 219 i n t he ar e a of Vi enna came al n  st t o d de adl ock and t he out put

of t he f i ght er a i rc raf t t y pe bTe l 09 wi t h spe ci al Typs Fu l b 2
.I

i n st r ument

se t was de l aye d by a peri od of f our we e ks . I t i s , howev er , part i cui a z l y

v ort h  r:ent i oni ng t hat , i n spi t e of t Yae heavy .  r i c an ai r at t ac ks i n Apri l

and   'ay 191+1a., t he   er man ai r arma  ,ent succeded i n i ncre a si ng i t s out put of

- sz
.ngl

.e - e ngi ne dnd t vri n   ngi ne f i ght e r a s    e l l :  s ground- at t ack ai r c raf t
' i t s .by a KZde r di sp er s i on an d t r     sf er of t   manuf ac t uri n,g e s t abl i st rr ent s ;  

s a ne of t 'r.em we re l oc at ed unde r gr ound .

The krr;e r i can l ow- l eve l at t ack s car r i ed out uy f i gr,t er ai r crGf t

    y  a  ai n st ai r f i el ds i n conr e c t i on wi t h t ll e con se yuence s of t he t+a er i -

can ai r supr err,ac y , of t Y e nume rous ai r al e .
  s and wi t h t he gene ra l i n s e cu-

ri t y i n t he ai r spa ce over t he Rei ch   s t err i t o ry br ought about an ext ens i v

di st urbanc e of t he f 1i ,; ht t r ai ni ng  ;t t t:e .il yi .ng s c hool s   nd oi .
t he f orrr.at i
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o f ' t h e da y an d ni ght f  ght e r uni t s t hu s vti eGk eni ng t he st r i ki ng p owe r of

t he i u.
f t̀ wuf f e i n t he l on g r un . I n   pr i l and   y 1  1.;

1{ ,
6 7 ui r c r a f t r, e r e

sh ot d ov:n     eic og xhi l e t he l a t t e r wer e on t r  : .
i ni ng , t r dn s l:"e r , or t r ave l

fl i ;   t s ove r t he Ii ei ch   s t e r r i t o r y or over t he ti•re st e r n t e r r i t or i e s oc c u-

pi ed by Ger rr.an y . Zr e maj or i t y of t h e s e 1o - s e s wGs sus t a i n ed ove r Sout h e r n

Germany.

T:  e   rne r i c an L-omb er ut t a c k s i n i::ay an t h e t r an sp or t a t i on f a ci li t i e

i n "yor t h - ::e st e r n Ger   an y an d i n t he   e s t e r n f r on t i e r a r ea s c a u s ed hea vy da

r a es e4pecinlly to railroad stations and brou r t about the destruction

of <  g r e at numbe r of r ol l i n g st ock . Zhe Al l i ed conmand , howev er , di d n ot
or compl et e l y   t oppi n ;

  suc ceed i n c on si de r ,:b l y t:i nde r i   ti t̀ }-ie supp l y t r a Pf i c f r om t h e  Zei ch   s t e r r '

t o r y t o t he ti.e st er n ar e a s oc cupi ed by Ger many . The Rl l i ed command had f a i -

led to direct its attacks against the bottlenecks in all the east-v;est

supp l 3T r out e s a nd t o su s t ai n t h e e f f e ct on ce obt a i n ed by r ep ea t ed a t t a ck s

 i he de ns e u er r :an r a i l v a y r.e t w  r }c pe r r..
i t t ed d et ou r i n g . The Ger Man r•di l v:ay

  drni n i st r  ;t ;   n    h i ch :'un c t i on ed ex ce l l e a l ;  c i ea r ed 'ol ocked st at i on s an d

t r a ck s i n a : h or t   e r i od of t i me .

F ou r Amer i car. 14r ge - s e   e a t t   c lcs di r e ct ed aga i n   t t h e ci t y a r ea of • B®r l i n
!

i n b"ay 194 1  i n f l i ct e d he av y d ama  e  - on bui l di ng s , ®sp ec i aLl y i n t h e cent r a

ae ct i on . 7'he 3  .r  a   e cau 5ed t o i nd u st r i a l i n st a l l a t i on s . a s sl i ght . f;ny de

r   l i zi n   ef f e ct of :  l a r  ;e r e xt e nt , howver , c oul d not ye t be ob t a i ned .

;;  mi l a r a s i n Lon don i n t h e  nut umn of 1940 a gr owi ng  ni l l of t h e popul a t i

t o r e si s t couyd i e obs e r ved . I r, ?,'.ay 191. 1  t he t ot a l l o s s e s of t l;e p op ul a t i

of  erlin amounted to :

1Q21 dead,

2G45 wounded, and

1 21 67b   horce l e s s ,
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The ove r   al l e f f e ct of t h e ;;u e r i can day t i me ai r a t t a ck s cm
was

t a r get s i n t h e Rei cY    s t e r r i t or y and i n t he b al kdn s   c g r e a t . I n vi ew of

td ,e h i gh expend i t u r e s of ai r c r a f t and a i r -d r op exp l o si v e a i t wa s bey ond
;•Y• e ed up

an y doubt t h at a r  axi r_nm; ef f e ct t o   c   
.t ac t he Ger rr  n c ol l dp se

YfGC n ot a c hi e ve d . Zhe Ame r i can a i r co  r:and di d n ot s eem t o ha v e t h e t e nden -

cy of pl a c i n ; p a r t i c ul a r em  ;ha si s on c er t a i n obj e ct i ve s dui•i n g

. ,t h e ope r ,- t i on s i n }.,ay but r a t h e r s e i e c t ed a nuab e r of va r i ou s t a r get s .
I f had be e n
v  tidd a al

.r e ad y i n l  y 191  . a l l ::n;e r i c an   a r ge - sc a l e at t a ck s   cd  t d i r ec t ed

exc l u s i ve l y ag ai n st t r e i n st a l l a t i on s of t h e Ger man oi l i nd u s t r y , t he   r:rye

ca n ai r    a r f a r e wo ul d have be en con s i de r a bl y u•:or e ec onomi cdl , whi ch r  ean s
colla sed

t h at t h e Ger n  n r e si st a nce i n Eur ope  roul d have
 

emt ea r l i e r .•

I n I  :ay 191.  : , t h e Amer i can of f en si ve ope r .a
t i on s had r e a che d  d c e i•-

t a i n deg r ee of p er f ec t i on i n r e : Fe c t t o t h r a s s e  :Ul i e G o ver t h e a i r ba se s ,

t h e ech el onr.:en t of t h e appr oa chi n g an d r e t ur r  bomber di vi s i on s i n r e s  3e c

t o t i me , t h e o f f en :-i ve an d bon b r e l ea s e t ac t i c s ,   c a s we l l a s t o t he

coop e r a t i on be t we en bombe r an d f i gh t e r a i r cr a f t . l t r  a s be ca u se of t h e su -

periority of the 1',merican air forces to the German air defense forces th a

t h e f o r ne r di .d not c4r r y out f e i nt , d i ver si on , an d out f l ar ki r  maneuve r s

_ when they conducted their daytime operations dgainst the Reich  s territory.

The b ombe r d,
i vi s i

.on s o,  e r a t i n  ; i nd ep end ent l y a1r.  o st eve r at t a cked a gr eat

numbe r of t a r  ,e t s i n t he r e s p ect i ve a r ea s unde r at t a ch. . Ì he   e r i c an f i gh-

t e r f or c e s o f  ,hi c r, t h e s t r en   t h ha d con s i de r a bl y i n c r e d sed w e r e i n a po si  

t i on t o demon st r at e t h ei r stzper i or i t y i :: t Yie a i r i n va r i ou s r e s pec t s . r  spe -

ci a l l y i mpr e s s i ve wa s t h e pe r f e ct and a c cur a t ® c over pr o vi dc.d ay t hem f or

t he bomb e r f or ce s a s t h e l at t e r api r oa cl ed and r et ur ned t o t he i r ba se s .

The f i ght e r cove r f l yi n  ; up t o an hou r dh ea d of t h e boJrb er s rr,ad e t he co u,mi.t

ment of t he Ger ma n de f e n se f or ce s aga i n st t he bomb e r Q e xt r et e l y di f f i cul t
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e+r.d   or. e t i r _e ^ even i rr : o   si bi e a t   1 1, 1 'c-,i s i l :s e sr e ci a l l y s o s i n ce t he t ot a

d u r  tt i oci of f l i :̀,
ht of t r e Ger rr  =r  f̀i ght e r   i r c r uf t  ,uc ext r er l el y l :  r -:i t ed .

: ;;e   tme r i c uz f i    it e r co ver r,i s s i on   f l a  Yn i n t h e f l  :ril i   of t l:e app r oa cY:i n :,
borr Uer s    l t e r. T r e vFnt ed t he aFpr o c:c l: of t h e Ger r.<<:ri f i g l̂a er ur:i t c t o t he

borrbe r ct ; e  :ms , l he Qys t err; a i c o, :e r a t i on^ of t l  e : ,̀::.e r i c  :n f i   . t e r s r e l e : sed

  r or.i t l; e i r cornber e Gc or t ns s ci on   s a i n st t l:e Ger n an def en   e f c r ce s l  c i n

t Y:e f or r: of l oj• - l e ve i at t a ck s on a i r f i e i d s ul   o de ep i n t l:e F;ei ch   s t e r r i t o

r y   x : r cdu ce d  : con s i d e r ab,   y ,   ;r  :l v si na e f l e ct on t he or   : r:i   l t i on o f

t i:e Ger r..an d e f en r e s . Zhe nurr:e r o us  n di ti-i du : l o;- e r   t i on s of t l:e :',  ;e r i cdn

f i gl;t e r s out ;;i de t :;e l a r ge - s c  l e k;ur,:be r at t  : ck s ti hi cti r,e re con d uct ed i n t h®

f cr tr o f   t r a   n g   :r_d f i ght e : - uu;r be r  a t  ,ck s  -    i n   t a i r f i e l d s , t r  :n s   or t a -•
clearly

t i on f   :c i i i t i e s ,  :.nd i ndu :-t r i a l i n r t a li at i on s   d e r,:on   t r Gt ed , i n Gdd i t i on t o

t t e i r de , t r ue t i ve t e s n , t rie Ar,,e r i c  ;n ai r s ul r err dcy b y   t h e i r nui s an ce

e,f f ect s or. t he r er mr.n ec onorr  r . I t   a s  -o.r.e ;,l r2  s ob s e r ved t r+a t :.r ;e r i car. f i  ; h

t e r sa  condu ct i n;; z l c, - l e ve l a t t a ck s uec    me di s.t r a ct e  l and un ea sy

due t o ant i ui r c r :+f t t  r e .   omet i rr.e s t h e ef f e ct i ve i.e s s o f t he l i ght an t i ,:i r -

c r a f t E u n :- n a s r edu ced by l ov+- l e ve l fl i ght .

b .
; Camro:;.t   ent o f t r e I i i ght e r Cor Y: s

•
I n     i t e ol t t e   $ -, e  .t he r coruii t i on c rrio Gt l y f a vor a bl e f or

 le f en s e   ur   ,o se s an d un ch an Ced nur .e r i c a :rt _ engt h of t h e f i gia e r uni t s t h e

 ̀ er  r. :n def en si ve o  e r  =t i m s i n L"ay 19  1+ s c or ed ora ,y
] i t t l e -u cc e s s . f;l t h ou ;h

o n f ou r dav s u° l a r F,e=cca l e a t t a ck s i.e .  vy l o s se s c   ul d be i nf l i ct ed an t he

:irie r i c1n at t a cki n"   o r ce s , t r e . r .e r i c   n t ot , .l l o s s e s di d not e ve n   r  ount t o

  : e r cent . :̀ he Ger r ;̀ n t c t   l :  o :-s e s , r o  .eve r , we r e r:ea vy and t h e n urri   e r of

dar :    ed a i r c r a f t wa s con Gi der a bl e . Tt ti. ;s r+ot   o s s i bl e t o i n c r e as e t he o ;e -

r a t i cndl : ead i n es s and t h e r t r i l ,i n t;   o  ̀+e r of t l .e Ger   an duy t' i   Ya er f or c e s
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.
by i nt e nGi fy i ng t he s uppl y of  :i rcr af t and c rei  s .

The : .me r i c ari supe ri ori t y i n t he ai r Y as demonst rat ed by t he f ol l ovi ng

r e l a t i on s of f o r ce s :

Ai.e r i can t ot al ef f ort : Ger man t ot al ef f ort

(: ombe rs and   .ght er s ) ( si ngl e - and t wi n- engi ne f ì gh  -
t er s

7, 7 1

Ameri can f i ght er ef f or t . Gers an t ot dl e f f ort

3
,
8 1

I n vi ev. of t hi s Ame ri can supr e  ac y t he German f i ght e r 5 riad ne i t he r suc cee

_ ded i n pr event i n ; bombe r at t acks nor i n prevent i ng bon ber s f rom  
' 

ac curat e l y i n r e l ea ai
.ng t r.e i r b  mbs .

The c ent ral i zed comr  nd o f t he I Fi ght e r Corps riad not be e n abl e

t o co ncent rat e t he day f i ght e r f or ce s dep l oye d al l ovdr t he Rei ch ' a t s r r i -

t o ry i n re spe ct t o t i me and s pace t o commi t t hem ag ai nst each hms r i c an

l ar ge - s cal e at t ac k , Owi r  t o t he l ong  . eri od s r equi re d f o r a s s embl y and

t he l o ng di st an c®s t o be c over ed i n t he npproach f l i ght s t h e f i ght e r uni t s

of t en ar ri ved over t h e t ar ge t are a s t oo l at e or we re f o rced t o l and as a

• re su l t o f fl i el sh ort ag e . 7 hi s appl i e:  ,   ri ma r i ]
.y

t o t h ose cas e s i n whi ch

t h e Ameri c an bombe r s ope rat e d exc l usi vt l y over t he per i F?hery of t he Y ea ch 1

t e rr i t ory , i n t r e Nor t h , ',.e s t , and Sout h . The i er   n day f i ght e r f o rc e s
rar e l y now

coul d x 3  ovaa taa appr oach t he at t acki ng bombe r uni t s a  r s:i nce t he f o rmer

we re c aught by surF:r i s e by   e r i can f i ght e r s son:e t i tne s a l re ady duri ng t he '

as sembl y but 1GOSt l y on t he i r apprvach f li ght . Tdhenever German i i gh t e r uni t

suc ce eded i n at t acki ng an 1 mer i can bombe r st re ara i t was s urpri si ng i n ti  hat

a sh ort pe ri od o f t i me t he   ;+er i can f ì ght e r f o rc e s we re comcent rat ed i n

t he ar e a i n whi ch t he bomber ° we re unde r at t ack .
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On t h e ot h er hand , t he out st andi ng prude n ce and cl everne s s of t he ground

cont ro l st af f s o f t he Gerr: n   ght e r di vi si ons sh oul d be  ;ar t i cul  .r l y not ed
,

',:hen t lie pi c t ure o f t he ai r si t uat i or. wa s cl ea.r t hey suc ce eded , i n a real

cat an d mouse p l a y , i n cove ri ng t he f i ght e r uni t s f l yi ng i n cl os e f    rmat i on

ag ai ns t e z rl y at t ack b;, Ameri c an f i ght e r s oy e rat i ng at hi gh al t i t ude s by

r e rout i ng t hem t hr ough voi ce - r adi o c omanuli cat i on .

i he hea vy l os s e s a s we l l as t he gre at phy s i cal and  . s y chol og i cal

st rai n i m{  o se d on t he German f i grit e r pi l ot s re duc ed t h e combat v al ue of t he

uni t s i n Apri l ar.d h ay 194f  . The yo un  r epl a cement s showed de f i ci ®nci e s i n

t he f i e l ds of f l i gh t an d radi o engi ne er i ng t r ai ni ng . They l a cked c ombdt  

• e xpe r i ence , i n pa rt i cul a r i n r e spe ct t o hi gh- al t i t ud® oper at i ons . Ti me aud

oppo rt uni t i e s f or t rai ni ng i n t he ope r at i onal uni t s ti as l acki ng t o an i n -

  cr ea s i ng e: ct e nt . The short ag e of c;ual i f i ed   kt coim3ander s f o r f l yi ng f o r-

aat i on s i ncr e«s ed . The exc e s s i ve st r ai n cau se d by al mo st uni nt e r rupt ed c om-

lra t me nt r e su l t ed i n combat we ari ne s s i n t he uni t s .   Expe ri enc ed f i gh

t e r pi l ot s re ached t he li mi t s of t r,ei r e f f i ci e ncy . They we re worn out by

t he man y mi s s i ons t hey had f l own and ne eded a r e st . A11 t hes e f act or s t oge -

t t  er f nrmed t r. e re as on f o r a nua  er of mi s di re c t ed mi s s i ons and f ai l ure s .

,
For t he f i r st t i me , aut h ari ze d an d una ut hor i zed ag enci e s of t he

Vuehrmac ht , Luf t wa f f e , government and pa rt y unj u a i f i edl y r e -

pr oa ched t he f i gl-,t e r un i t   of t he home ai r de f en ee f o r cowar dne ae . I n vi sw

of t he se re pr oache s i t shaul d be not ed t hat t he i nf e ri or German day f  .ght er

forces which fought bravely wero, especially in 2,:ay, subjected to the hea-

vi e st st rai n whi ch admi t t . dl y reduced t hei r subst ance of per sonnol and nat e

ri el y at ji d r_ot   e .2 rn :  1y obst ruct t he overa  5t ruct ure of t he s e f or ce s .
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The l i crs t ed Ame ri c an of f ensi ve act i vi t i e s ag ai n st t he hei ch ' s t e rr i t o ry i n

t he f i r st we ek of June of f e red t he day f i ght e r f o r ce s of t rie home ai r de -
wa s

f en se =a br i e f re spi t e f or r e  ;en erat i on . Thus i t po s s i bl e t r:at

t d1e day f i ght e r wi ng s of t he home ai r def ens e we re re l at i ve l y i nt a ct and

re ady f or de f ensi ve ope rat i ons ag ai nst t Y e i nva si on i n Frar c®.

C.
 

.5' p e c l 3 1 I n f On lla t 1 011 '

. . ,.       ..._     - ..._  

I t i s wort h me nt i oni ng t hat t he Suprems Commande r o

t he Wehrrnac ht and t he   ocQnander i n Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e repr nached t he

day f i g  t er f o rc e s of t he home ai r def ense f o r t he i r f ai l i r g t o re pul s e

• t he ymer i c an bo mbe r at t ack G on t he ite i ch ' c t e r ri t ory ; t he se re  >roac he s •r:er
 r hi ch

made i n vi ev: of t h e dange r ou e ef f e c t s 'ft hes e bo mbe r at t acks hdd on t he f ue l

ai t u 3t i on o f t he Gerraan  ̀ eh r nacht . Bot h commande r s i n chi e f , howev e r , t- ad
a fighter

not re co gni ze d t he nece s si t y t o equi p t he day f  ght er f o r ce 5 wi t h'l a  ai r -

cr af t t y zae o f t e chni cal supe ri or i t y vrh i ch of f e r ed t he po s si bi l i t y of re ga '

ni ng t he ai r supremac y ove r t he Rs i ch ' s t er ri t ory i nd of bri ngr
i ng t he Ar  -

r i can da y at t a ck s t o an end . ht a t i me when t he 'ddy f i gk t e r f   r cos of t h®

home ai r def en s e w®rs i n a c r i t i cal si t uat i on t he Supr en- s Corm an der of t he

j':ehrmac ht t okk a de c i ai on wr i ch 4peeded up , pe r hap g s ven br ought abo ut ,

- t he G®rman col l ap ye , l he re c ords of t he f o rrse r  3ranch o f   i li t dr y Sei ®ne e

of t he Luf t wa f f e cont ai .n t he f o l l owi ng pa s s ag® re gart, 
i
.ng t r e t e l et ype Q e s -

  - 

sage : "Rei chsmar schal l Ac j . , No. 1441/ 1 4" : `-'4 -   -

" Cn 28   ;ay 1944 t Yle Rei ch sm ir s chs411 di r®ct e d , i n c ompl i an ce

wi t h a Fue hr®r di r e ct i v e , t hat t h e Z'ype 262 a.i rc raf t vras t o be empl oy ed as
to

supe r - sp e ed bo mbe r e x c l u e i ve l y .
F or t he t i r  e be i ng ,

t h e ai r c r a f t wa s n ot be

a
u Ged a s f i   t er .  l h.i s t ype of ai rc raf t was v:i t hdr awn f r om t he spher e of

the
re s 1: onsi bi li t y of t he Gene ral of ` Fi ght er Y' or ce s and  na s i tr  nedi at e l y put
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• under t h e di rect i on of t he Gene ral of t h e Bomber Force s . Al l t he mat eri al

cnl l ®et ed by t 1  e Gvneral of t he Fi ght e r Force s as wel l as t he t ot al psr son-

r l detailed by th® General of the Fighter Forces for testing etc, purposes

waa put under t he cont rol oF t ho General of t he Bamber For ces . "

Thi s de ci si on put a t emporary st op t o t hs purposef ul endeavor

of t he General of t h® Fi ght er For ce s t o bri ng about a t urn i n t he dayt 3 tne

ai r war f ar e by   peedy empl oyireent of t he t echni cal l ,y superi or j et f i ght e r

ai r craf t ]  262 i n t he hame ai r d®f ense .

d. ) Succe ss e s and Loss es i n Dta y l   l lF
____ ______ _____________

s I n Ma,y
1y 44 , t he av e r aga t vt a l st r eng t h of day f i ght er a i r c raf t

i n operat i ona.l . c ondi t i on i n t he s e c t or of t h® I Fi ght e r Corp s amount ed

to:

w? .• h50 s  .nP,a.®- engi ne and

150 t w:in  ngi ne f i ght er ai rcraf t .

A e  udy of t he f ormer Branch of db.i l i t ary Sci . ncs of t he Luf twaf f a

however, containa the following statement:

"On 23   a y 1944 , t h® numb®r of f i gkit er ai r craf t commi t t ed i n t he are a of
•

t hs Ai r Fl e et Comnand Rsi ch amount ed t o a t ot al of T '7 . The f l i g  t ps r s o
t he as

ne l avai l abl e amount e d t o 994 . To rai se t he et ren,gt h o f i   [ f i .ght ®r f or ce

t he t ran sf er of pe r s onnel f r a n t he Fi r   t o Si
.x

t h Ai r ii 
Coannands

Fl eet .    t c as wel l aa f rom t he Ai r Fl ®et Command Sout h  ast x aa

orde red.
The t wi n- e ngi ne f i gh t e r f or c®a of t he Ai r F1e Et Co mmdnd Rai.ch c on s i st ed ,

on 21+   ay 191,1  , of a t ot al st r eng t h of 20 8 a i r craf t and 20 8 cr®ws . n
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The aut hor doe   not doubt t he cor re ct ne s s of t he se nutr e r i cal dat a  r hi ch

were pr e aurra bl y t al•;en f rom t he do cument s o f t he Luf twa f f ® p:i gh Co  unand .

Z'he f o1l oY+i ng Y e r e t he rea so ns f or t he di f f er enc e s   et  r.®en t he dat a f r orc

t h®  +a r di arr y of t he I Fi ght er Corps  f and t t o se f r om t he Branch of }: i l i t ar y

Hi st or y of t he Luf t  naf f s :   •

? he Corp s fieadquart e r s of t r e I Fi g  t er Corps quot ed t r.e dver ags

st r engt h of si ngl e - engi ne an d t v i n - engi ne i  .ght e r ai rc r af t r e ady f or oper a-

t i onal eny  l oynent duri ng l  ay .

Tr.e   ranch of I 'i l i t ar  r F Ii s t ory of t he Luf t waf f s ( Luf t waf f e ki gh Com-

mand ) a,uot ed al l t he ai rc raf t and crews l i st ed i n t he re c ords of •t he Luf t -

f l ot t enkommando Rei ch an 23 re spe ct i ve l y 24   ày 19  +.•

Con se qu ent l y, t he se f i gure s al s o i nc l uded :
dut

Ai r cr af t and c retivs as s i gned t o t he ki r Fl e et Cammdnd i  ei ch  v hi ch

_
had not ar ri ve d yet ,

ai rc raf t r.l-,i ch vre re i n t he re pci r i ns t al l at i   ns of t he uni t Qbe cau-

s e of nii nor damag e s or ex chat  ;e   f engi ne s ( n:ai nt enance pl at o oa s

or ai r   a s e r+ o rk  ho ps )
,

ai r craf t of whi ch t he r adi o e kui p  ent wds not i nt act ,

ai r c raf t and c rews   of t ho s e uni t s  .hi ch were wi t hdr ar n f rom

_ oper at i onal
. e npl oyrrent f o r a sY ort pe ri od f or r eg enerat i on pur po-

sss,

new c rews ti rho wore not y et f i t f or op er at i onal empl oyment ,
..............................

Not e :   I n   'uy 19L,  ., t he l:eadquar t e rs of t he I Fi ght er Corps wa s t hs oal y

con,tnand st af f i n t he ar ea o f t he Ai r Fl e e t Comnaa.nd Rei ch ri hi c h had

day f i g,
ht e r ai r c raf t at i t s 3i spo sal .
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c rews on l e av e or t empor a r i l y si ck ,

cr ews  +l- o , a s a r e sul
.
t o f an eme r genc y l an di ri g or   a r a chut e   umpi ng  

could not huve yet returned to their units.

Fr om t h e va r i ou s nume r i c al d at a t h e f o l l ov i ng degre®s o f op er a t i on al r ead .-
we re

ne s s   cal .cul a t ed f or t ha 23 r e   e ct i vel y 24 b
-ay 1 9   + 

58   ' i n t he ca se o f si ng l e - en gi ne f i gk t e r ai r cr a f t an d

71   in t h e c a s e o f t wi n - en   n e f i ght e r a i r c r a f t .

k:or eover , t r.i s sh aws t ha t gene r al nume r i ca l da t a on st r engt h s '  Ner e
as ae s s  ent

n ot sui t ed f or an o f t he st r i ki nb pov e r of t h e r e sp ect i ve da y

'   .ght e r  un i.t Q of t h e hoa   a i r d e f en se . On p r i nci p l e , t h e degr e z of ope r a t i o
-

na l r e r  di ne s s of ai r un i t Q i   de pe nd ent ,  ,n ong ot h er f ac t or   , on t rie r e sp e c

t i v e n ar t he a t e r , t he s t r ai n i mF;o s®d upon t h e Qe un i t s , dn d on t ec rin i ca l as

wel l a s t r ai n-i.n g   t andar d s . At t en t s on i s ca l l ed t o t h e gr eat f u nd  er  t al

- - - - - - - s u : nd
.
t t ed - - - -

con fl zs  
.on whi ch can b e cau s ed b y nume r i c   .:L d at a i f t Yley ar e   wi t h ou

  ._   _______   .,  _ .__   .  _r - - - - - - -
de t a i l ed expl an a t i on of t hei r or i   i

.n .
-- ------ - ---- -

Finally,
it  hould be noted that tY:e Commander in Chief of the Luft-

s
waf f e , i n 1'ul l r e c ogni t i on o f t he yue't i ona bl e va l u e of   ,ene r a l n u  e r i ca l

- ata h:: the the Co s Head uarterq of the I Fi ter Co s inform himd , d Y'p q   ?  

dui l y i n t h e mor ni n :=, a nd i n t he ev en i ng on t 'r e st at e o f ope r a t i on a l r a ad i -

ne a s of t he   i
.n gl e - engi n e a nd t wi n - e n  ;i n e f i ght er uni t s .

: ot a l n umb er of d ay f i gh t e r s commi t t ed i n t he s e ct o r of t h e I Fi gh t e r Cor p s
  .  ._ .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _
i n   ay 191,1  : 3618 a i r c r a f t

Tot a l l o s s e s o f a i r c r  _f t i n t he se ct or of t h e I Fi gh t e r Cor p s i n   :ay 19  +:

- ------- .,   _ -------- ------------      _ _---  ______
3 81  a i r c r • :f t whi ch i s 10 ,

  of t Y e t ot a l ef f o
- - - , ,     _ r ..______
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  ner. y
l o s ne s ove r t h e   ei cY. ' s t e r r i t or y i n t rie ce c t o r o f t h e I .

Fi ght e r

Cor p s i n L  y 191  lr : 530 u i r c r a f t not i n cl ud i ng t r os e , }:ot d o  n by ant i -
- - - - - - - - - - - _ - _ _..•_ .  _  .r ___...    - - - - - - - - - - - -       _-

ai r c r of t Gr t i l l e r y .

i hi s i i   u:, e r•e pr e s ent s l , ; °  o .
f t h e e   t i mat ed t ot a l ef f or t c g ai n.  t t he   ic

 iei c h     t e r r i t or y i
.n t.:a,v

1 i 1,1+   -ount i n •;  t o   7 7u0   mer i cdn a i r c r a f t oi

  r   c r.   ti out ] 3 00 0  • e r e f i   -a e r a i r cr a f t . i h  e f f o r t z r om t h e :  me r i c «n ai r

b_s e i n I t  :l  l i  - i n cl u ded i n t hi s e  -t i rr.a
t e .

I n  :dd i t i on ,
i n corr l  l et e r e co r d s o z" t r,e f o r me r £ r an ch af   i l i t u r y

.° ci en ce o f t h e Luf t wa f f e ct: oti. t r.e   ol l o  i ng i i gu r e f or t h e Atr:e r i can l o s se s

  o f ai r c raf t ove r t h e r ai ch ' s t e r r i t or y due t o  lnt i a i r cr a f t f i r e i n   ay

1 144  

].L
1 u i r c r di t de f i ni t e l y sYtiot d oa.n b 3 ant i a i r c r a f t   .r t i l l e r y .

Triu s , t he   .r  e r i     .n t ot a l l o s s e s over t Y:e :;.ei ch   s t e r r i t or y i n L;ay 1 )1 1F

: moun t ed t o t r:e f o]l owi ng t i  ; u r e s :

Los s e s du e t o f i ght e r a i r cr a f t : 5  C   i r c r   f t , r l-.i c't   i s l ,   ti •

Los s e s du e t o Gnt i a i r c r af t a r t i l l e r  r : 11 ]
. a.i r c r a f t , ti  } i ch i s 0 , 4 

Tot al l o :-s e s : b1;1 ai r c r af t ,ti h i ch i s 2 , ti
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _,   _- - _- - - - -

2. ,
l l mhr i can   t t a ck on T r an sp or t  ;t i on F' ae i l i t i e s an d I nd u st r i a l I n st a i l .a -

t i on s i n t t,e   r e  o f IS'et z :rn d ° aa r gerr,u end on 1   :ap 19k 1 
,   _- - - _  ., __      _  .  .  __ _r ____  _._._    ..

,
{  ee eket ch : l .o  :e a i r de f e n se , sup    l en ant 196 ! )

En en y Ef f or t

The t r ur;s   or t a t i on f Uci l i t i e   •<::r,d t r.e i.n s t al l a t i on s o f t he
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he avy i ndus t r y i n t he ars a of  det z and Saarge   uend wer e  ct t a cked by 30C

boZnber4 which were escorted by 1 0 ningle-engine fighters.

The ai r craf t appr oa ched ac ro s a t ho Channe l c oa   bet  ae  en Ost end and Dun    

lsa  k f l yi r  i n :-out h - e a s t e r n di re ct i on i nt o t rie ar e } o f   e t z , - Nancy , ar d

Saar br ue ckcn . They re t ut•ned i n nort h w eot e rn di r ect i on vi a Del gi um ar d

Schelde Estuary.

  eaul t s of t he At t ack : I n t he area of D et z and Saargemuend :
  M M M W         1^      

f:eavy daa ags t o t r an spo rt at i on f a ci
.
l i t i ®e ar d sl i gh

damage to industrial installations.

. Cotrnu.t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Corp s
  ____.___ 

The following forces wsre tmployed :
  M               4             Y   M       Y   -

By t h® 3rd Fi ght e r Di vi si on : The l st Fi ght er   ;i ng i n di r ec t i o of Lux,embour

The Fighter V ;ing for Special Ea loy ent in

di re c t i on of I 'e t z .

 l crt .al Ef f ort : 9? Fi gr.t e r Ai rc raf t •
    ._.__- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

•
t pproaching the target area the fighter aircr.ft of the 3rd Fighter

Ji vi  •i on ware engaged i n f i e rce s i r combat wi t h A  ri c an f i ght e r s . The r ar

diary of the I Fighter Corps doec not contain any infor  tion on the commi

ment of the units of the Third Air F1®et Ca©mand.

Ene y Loaasa: 2 aircraft d®finitely  hot down .
          N       r  

Los s e s of Fri endl y r or ca : 6 ai r cra f t ,
--- - -   .

( A  of 2 I  ay 191 1+, 12 sOC hour's ) Loss ®s of pe r sonnel :   woundsd ,

1   s sti.ng .
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Cdea t he r Condi t i -0 n s : The wea t r.e r v a s f : v or ab l e f or d ef en ae pu r p ose s .

3 .
) Amer i c an rteconn s.t

i s s an ce Op e r a t i ons on 2 ar.d 3 b ay 191 1 
--------------------- -------_--_------ ----------------

Enemy Ef f or t
  - -   -   - - M

On 2 an d 3   ay a   ia l l ntur,b e r of  w e r i can a i r c r af t f l ew r econ

na i s s an ce mi s si on s over t h e h ei ch , c t e r r i t or y .

Com r.i t ment o f t h e I Fi g   t e r Cor p s

Zhe c or p s wa s not ope r a t i ona l l y e mpl oy ed ov i ng t o bad we a t he r condi t i on s .

Ene  y Los s e s : Enecqy l os s e s iyere not oLs e r ved .
  - -   __ - - _

Lo   s ®s of F r i e nd l y For ce s : Non e ,
-   - w - .  - - -   - -   - - -    

L,,
) Amer i c an 33omb e r Ope r a t i on on !  Ziay 191,1 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -     __._ _.

(See sketch : home air defense, supplement 1971)

Enemy Ef f or t

Zhe American air force s tztioned in Great Lritain started

an ope r a t i on ag ai n : t t he Ii ei cri   s t e r r i t or y n i t h I J O bomb er s , 2 50 si ngl e - 

en gi ne and 1 50 t v+i n - en  } ne f i     t e r s . I t  ya s p r e s ucr,a bl y t h e i n t ent i on of

this force to attack tar€ets in centr  l Germany. The bomber units pene-

t r a t ed a cr o   s t he Duct ch coa st t e t we en Den }-iuag and Sche l de .  st ua r y i n

e a st e r n di r e c t i on .   ;he  t he f i r st e l ement   r ad r ea ehe d t h e a r e a of b".uen -

st e r , Osn ab r u e c k , an d   .rlei ne t h ey chan ged t o r e t ur n r out e s , The ma j or i t y

of t h ® b omb er s chang ed t o we st e r n c our s e ove r Dut ch t ®r r i t or y . ket ur ni ng

they released a number of single bolnbs on open torrain and on th® empty

a .
i r f i e l d of Ber gen op Zoom i n Hol l and . Z'he n a j or i t y o f t h e b omb s wa s r e-

l ea sed
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,
dur i n   t he re t ur n f l i gr t o ve r Sea . El err.en t s of t he Atc  ri can e s cort f i ght er s

pene t rat e d in t o t r.e a rea of Osc he r sl eben and Ei senach , j :hi l e t he at t acki ng

for ce G wer e approachi ng t he Ge rcr:an r adi o i nt e l l i  ;ence repea t e ;  l y i nt e rc ept 
,

order s f r am t he Amer i c an ai r command in Great b r i t   .
i n ca l l i ng t he wZi t s

back . The Corp s Headquart ®r s of t ha I Fi gY it er Corp s a s s un,ed t ha t t h :  une ri -

can operations wer® broken off hecause of a sud+den break in the w®ather

w er Gre at Dri t ai n . I n vi   w c E t he e  d s t i ng v e at he r si t uat i on t he r et ur . -

ni ng at t a cki n ; f or ces coul d have r e l e use d t he i r bo  ,b s on Ger   an ci t i e s a s

al t e rnat e t ar  ;et s . I t coul d , t r.e re f or e ,be uesumed t hat t he pmeri c an bombe r

uni t s had be e n di rec t ed t o bomb onl y mi l i t a r y or ot her t ar get G i
.mport  .cit

f or t he arn-lamen t ef f ort . hcntie ve r , i t l i kev i s e coul d have bee n po s s i bl e t hat
 

bec aus e of t r.e break i n t he v,eat he r ove r t Y e I s l an d of Ysri t ai n , t he ame ri can

uni t s we re s pe®di l y hea di ng f or t he i r ba se s and f or t hi s r e a s on de si st ed

from approaching occasional targ®ts,rih
ich would have been time consuming.

Coami
.
t men t o r t h e I Fi ght er Corp s

          . - -   . - -   - - - - - - - w   . - - w r .    

The f ol l owi ng f o r ce s v er e empi oyed : .
-- - - - - - - - - - - -       __ •

b y t h e 2nd  'i ght e r Di vi s i on : ti comtx  t uni.t of t h e l l t h Fi g ht e r   ii ng af t e r

as s embl y ove r firemen i n di r e ct i on o f Csna -
7

brueck.

Ly t h ® 3rd r i ght e r Di vi si on : A combat uc  .t of t he 15t r i ght er ' ei ng i n di -

rect i on of fli l de s hei m. A ca abat uni t of t he

Fi g,
ht ar    i ng f or Spe c i dl Empl oyn ent i n di re c -

t i on o f i  ader born . The v:i ng di d na t engage

i n c omk at .

Tot a l L f f or t : 197 f i ght e r ai rc raf t

- - - - - - - r M +   - - -   Y - - - + - - -   -  
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Enetny Los se s : g Type Thunde r bol t f i ght er s def i ni t e i y sY:ot down.

2 Typ® Z hunderbol t f i ght e rs p r o ba.bl y shot down.

Lo° s e s of .»ri e nd l y For ce s : 1 ai r c raf t .

5 aircraft received over 6U ̀ damage.( i s o f 5   ay 194 4 , 11 :00 hour s )
Losses of personnel: 1 killed ,

1 wounded ,

1  rs s si ng .

5,
) Ame ri can Reconnai

.s san ce U  e rat i ons on 5   ' :y 19t 1+

r r emy Ff f o rt

• Un 5 1 :ay onl y a f ew Ame ri can reconnai s s anc e ai rc r  ,f t appear ed

over the Reich's territory.

Camrni t r .ent o f t he I Fi  ;ht er Corps

The corps was not operationally ea loyed.

 nemy Losses•  Fnemy losses  n®re not observed.

Los 4e s of Fr i e ndl y For ce s : None .
_  _______     

Cpeci al I nf ormat i on : Haupt mann Trat t , t he f o rme r Coa u andi ng Uf f i cer of t he
  Y  

  d Gr oup/ 26t h Twi n - Engi ne Fi ght e r ';  i ng ,    a s l at or

awardcd the addition of the oakleaf clustar to thv

kni g ht c ros s of th e i ron c ro as .

6
.

) Ar;er i c an Lc  r- Leve l At t a cks on Ai r f i e l d s on 6   dy l yl, 4

                  w r   . . . .   w     w       w w r w   .  

( Cee   ket ch : riome ai r def ense , suppl ement 19B! )

Enemy Ef f ort
- -----

The Ame ri can a.
i r f or ce st a t i oned i n Great ,

 ;r i t a i n conduct ed t he

following operations:
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at raf i r ,g -
L  tl svol   at t aci  a agai r st 5 s i rf i . l da i n t he ar. a of Qttiakenbr ueek, Osa' a • 

brus ck, and Br  wi t h 25 f i ght or ai rcraf t duri ng t he per  .od f ras  1$ s23

  18 :1 3 hour a.
 

Lcssv- l evel at rati ng at t acks agai nat ai rf i sl da i n-t  i e area of Asl -

borg wi t h 3 Typa Iduat ang f i ght e r ai rcra ft duri ng t ho peri od f f om 1$ :  t o

19:  hour a.

Lo + r- l evs l at t aeka wi t h 20 ai rcraf   on a G  rmBA ahi ppi   e v  tROy

i n t h.   . a arsa c  ar t b. i al.an d ot Sorkum duri r g t he p Mri od f r om 18 :3 j t o

19:09 hours.

A recorusai ssa,  ce na s si on wi t h a si ng  .a ai rcraf t ov. r t h. arsa of
_

SQhol de   st ua ax d Ant wsr duri t he psri od f r om 191 1  t o 20 s00 hour a.- Y'y P  
_

,
Ra ultB of the Attackss ' •
_  .

Ai r baeo Aal borg- Ea  : 1 Ty.p
e He 111 ai rcrat t de s t ro  d

. 
2   rounded . 0 'wher-

wiss only slight damages on the attacked sirfielda.

    ro   mrLt m. > t of t ho I Fi ght . r Cor'p s
_   ......._   

The Sol l aowi ug a3.rcraf t w. r.   l oy. d :

 
By t h. ?.nd F 

.g
ht er Di v i ai .on : 4 f i gt  er ai rc ra l 't .

Sme  Lo s   s : 1 a i r c r r.f t de   'i rri t e i y   hot de •:n .
___  _.__ .

'

Lossswa of P'ri For os a : Ncu • .s adl.y
- ..r.  

  !
..

) Am  i aan At t ack on B. rr13.n on 7 May 191 lr
_   ___  ___

.  S. e aket ch . home ai r tief rnae l omeut 199 . )  s   PP
. .. -

Er  v Ef f ort
 

Bs gi .nni ng at 06:k5 hour a t h. Germas xadi p 3at a l i,g   oha. - 
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t he ac ser  bl y of t he t r,re e ; me r i cari bombe r di v i s i on s i n t rie a re a of Aor Hri ch .

The bor ber uni t s whi ch were prot e c t ed by s Gr ong f i ght er f o rce a l e f t t ho

i s :Land f rom 0 8 : 2 5 hour s on and c r o s sed t he  'ui der Sea i n ea s t e rn di r ec t i on .
a

The 2.nd Bombe r Di vi : i on cr.ang ed t o   s̀out hern cour Qe over t hE area of !  uuaken

  bru®ck   nd at t acked Osnabr ue ck and h̀uen st ®r wi t hout vi s ua l obs er vat i on o f

t he   ound . TYre ai r c raf t re t urned i n nort h-  nEs t ern di re c t i on vi a Hol l and .

The l s t snd 3rd Bomber Di vi si ons f l ew f rom t he ar e a of Usndbrue c k i n ea s -

tern direction into the area of St®ttin and  erlin. The Reich'c capital

 rds bombed f r om t he tsort hE a st wi t hout vi Gual obs e r vat i on of t he gr ound.

A number of bom.bs vra s dr opl  ed on   t e t t i n . The bomber s l e f t t he t ar get a re a
i"l y 'i ng

' 'i n i t i a l l y i n s out he rn , l at e r i n nort h- tive st ern di r ec t i on i nt o t he a re a o f
:

St endal f r om ti yhe re t hey re t urned i n Re st e rn di r e c t i on t o

t he i r ba s ®s . I n addi t i on t o t he f i g ht e r uni t s whi ch penet rat ed oa e s c ort

cra.s s i on s i nt o t he Gre a of  ' t et t i n and ber ]i n , ot her f i ght e r f or ce s i nt r u-

ded a cr o s s t he Nort h   ed coa s t a l a rea i nt o t he a rea of RoGt oc k and ac r o s s

° che l de Est ua ry i nt o t he ar ea of Aachen . Ac co rdi ng t o Germa n r eport s t he

t ot ; ,l st r engt h of t he Ameri c an f o rc e s c omr    i t t ed agai nst t ra Rs i ch ' s t err i

t ory on 7   -ay axr,ownt ed t o 700 boc:ber s ,   00 s i n ,].e - engi ne and 1   0 t tiyi .a- engi

ne f i ght e r s .   :edi uA: dan age t o bui l di ngc an d sl i ght damage t o i ndu st ri al

 
•

in st a l l ut i ons we re c< us ed i n ber l i n .

Commi t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Corp s

(}wi ng t o weat r e r co ndi t i on s t he c om  n.t a ent of f i ght e r 4i r c raf t

.ra s not po s si bl e . " '   '

Tl-,e 2nd Group%2bt h Twi nE ngi ne Fi ght er '„i n  of t he l st Fi ght er Di vi si on

wa s a s s embl ed ov er Frankf urt on t he Ode r f or t Y e ca s e t hat a,me r i can bombe r

bomber uni .t s had pr oc eaded ia  ci ac  bey ond Ber ]i n i n eas t e rn d i re c t i on

v ithout fighter escort. •
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Tot al Ef f ort : 28 t v. i n - engi.ne f"i.g ht e r  . i r c rc f t .

Enemy Losses: Enemy losses were not observed.

Los se s of Fri endl y For c es : P1one .
-   M   - - - - -   -     - - - - - - - - - - - -

V'+eat he r Condi t i on s : r, i ght e r uni t s coul d not st ar t be caus e of t hs ext rs mel y

•
den se cl oud cov e r t hr oughout t he ent i re x ei ch ' s t ®rr i t ory . Evs n i n th e c a se

  of cl oud r,re ak s of 2  10 i n t he ar   a sout h of Der l i n t he ai r cr  :f t coul d not t a

ke o f f , si nc e i t c oul d not be   ,•redi ct ed wi t h ce rt ai .nt y t hat ade   uat e c l oud

br eaks woul d exi s t when t hs ai rc raf t v e re ret ur ni ng t o l dnd . 1•he s t ar't of

f  ght e r ai rc r af t   f r om t he DLai n I ti ve r are a ar ound Frankf urt woul d havs
S

bs en poGsi bl e but of 3  no i mport   ,nce f or t he ::i r si t ur  t i on i n r e spect

t o t he re pul si on of i nt r wdi ng   i rcr af t .

Ove r t hs t ar  ,e t are as dur i ng t he bo  ber at t a ck : l 0%10 st r at us cl ouds at al t i

t ude s f r om 50 0 t o 200 0 a et er s , good hi gh- al t i t ude vi si bi l i t y , ori ent at i on

by visual observation of tr.e ground w s not pvssible.

Spec i al I ni orm at i on :

Fts s ul t s of t r.e  •.t
t ack on Bor ]i

.n :

  ------ --------- ---------

. .Duri r  t he    er i od f r om 10 . 34 t o 11 . L,l+ hour s 11U0 der  ol i t i on bomb4 ,

55 000 in ce nd i :,ry bomb s equi pped rvi t h a   i_ ec i a l st i r  at t hei r poi nt s ( Ge r -

man :   t abbrandbomben )
, and 12G0 l i c,ui d- i nc endi ary bomb s wer s dr opped a ai nl ,y

and on t he nort ri- Yle   t ern
an t hs cent r al "s e ct or s;of t he ci t y ,

Damage to material and losses of psrQonnel:

282 buildings totally dsstroyed ,

1 91E2 bui l di ng s damaged ,

380 killed ,

5q2 v+ounded , and 17 500 riomel e s s .
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Fi r e i n t h e Rei ch ' s chan ceh er   r.  '  ' au s de r Fli e ge r " ( Ger ma n : Eou s e o f t he

Fl ye r s ) an d t h e pol i ce hea dyua r t e r s nu  c hi t .

S®ction  of the city e5pecially hit b  the attack:

Al exan de r - 5 . ua r e , Fan kow, Eior st j  ̀ e r s e l - Squar e , Li cht en ba r g ,
Tr ept ori ,

Ober s ch oen evrei d e , Schoene be r g , and Zeh l en dor f . Zt:e s t r eot c a r t r af f i c 1  0

par t i a l l y i nt e r r up t ed , t he Svut h - Ri ng bl oc ked . Z'he wat e r dnd ga s sup pl y

i n t h e ce nt r a l uec t or of t h e ci t y p a r t i a l l y in t e r r up t ed . Powe r p l ant
. of

: u rune l sbur g hi t .

8 .
) Amer i ean .' .

t t a ck on Ber l i n a nd b r a un s chw+ei g an 8 b.ay 1941 

  ( S. e s ke t c h : home ai
.r def e ns s , supp l ame nt 20 0 1)

Ens my Ef f or t

an
Ber li n and Y3r a un s cr,we i g we r e t he t a r get s f o r i  a t t a c k by

a t ot  31 f or ce of 7 50 bomber s Y hi ch we r e e s c or t ed by 500 si n gl e - e n gi n e and

?00 t wi n - engi n e f i ght e r s . ? he bombs we r e ag  :i.n r e l ea sed on b ot h c i t i e s

wi t h out vi sua l ob   e r va t i on of t he gr ound . For t r,i s r e a son t h e a t t a ck s

cau s ed pr i cr.a r i l y d  mage t o bui ] i i ng s , i n Ber l i n med i um and i n Br dun s c i  ne i

sl i ght damdge t o i n du st r i 4l i n et a l l .a
t i on   .

•

Tha of f en si v e o e r a t i on :  we re c ondu ct ed a s f ol l ows :P
- -   - - - - -     - - - - - - - - -  

Zhe a s s embl y of t h e  :me r i c sn t ombe r di vi s i ons coul d be i nt e r  

cept ed f r o n O6 : j 0 Y our s on . l h e •  t t  lckin  ;   'or c e s aqs  a   dz s t a r t ed t n e i

ap pr oa ch f l i gh t ove r t h e I s l an d of Lr i t a i n a t OS :1 5 h our s i n e:. st ®r n di -

r e ct i on , nf t e r £l y i ng ;  c r o c s t he   ui d e r Ss a t h e bornb er s r e a ch ed at f i r s t

t h e a r e a nor t h o f Hann ov er , h e r o t h e 2nd Bombe r Di vi s i on and el e ment s of

t h e 3r d Bo mb er Di vi s i on f l evY ac r o G  t Y:e az•e a s of Fa r chi m, h eu st r e l i t z ,
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and Fr en zl a u a nd c} anged t o s out h - v e s t e r n c our se s t o a t t ack t he ne i c h ' s

capi t a l . Al l bomber uni t s had di r ec t f i  ;Y,t e r pr ot ec t i on up t o and b ey ond

t he t a r g ®t ar e a s . I n Gdd i t i on , a st r ong f i ght e r cover t o t h e Sout h p en et r a

t i ng up t o t r.e ar e a of Cent r a l   e r a.an y vr ,.s ob s e r ve d . 7:he of f e n se f or ces

r e t u r n ed i n we s t e rn di r e   t i on ac r o s s t he Dut ch c oa et a l a r e a ,

Comm.
i t iaent of t he I Fi gh t e r Cor p s

r or tiye at h e r r e a son s , on l y t h e a r e a s o f h or t h    : a st er n   e r rr  ny and s out h oi'

Fr ank f ur t on t h e b.̀xi n w®r e sui t e+d f or a s s emt li ng .

The f ol l otiti i ng f or es s we r e empl oy ed :

Uni t c o f t h e l at Fi gr,t e r Di vi Qi on : r f t e r  :s s err  bl y ov er Hambur g i n di r ec t i on

_ of  :ann over .

Units of the 2nd Fighter Divigion: After assembly over 5tade in direction

of H t in over .

Uni t   of t }.e   r d Fi ght e r Ui vi ^i on : i  combdt uni t of t t.e l st Fi ght e r ';.i ng

a f t e r a s s er  bl y over 1.uen st e r i ri di r e c t i o

of Nienburg.

f  comb at uni t oi t h e Fi gh t er   i ng f or

  p eci a l E  l oyment a f t e r a s s embl y over
 

  °annhe i .m i n di r e ct i on of Hann over .

crall combat units of the lst to 3rd Fighter Divisiona started z"or a qecond

rr i s si on ag ai n st r e t u r ni ng bornb e r uni t s .

The f o l l osvi r  uni t s coul d n ot b e empl oy ed owi ng t o bad wea t he r :  

Uni t   of t h e 7t h Fi ght e r Di vi ai on and' t h e 26t h Twi n -   i ne fi i ght er  ' i ng of

the lst Figrter Division. .

Air co .bat causing lo4sea to both sides took place in tr.e area of hdnnover

an d Br aun achwei g .
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Tdt al Ef f or t : t 00 f i    t e r ai r cr af t ,

Enemy Lo s qe 9 : 62 b ombe r dn d 17 f i ght e r a i r c r   f t ;
_      .t h   .t i s   79 a i r c r a f t de f i ni t e l y s hot d own .

2 bomber an d j f i ght e r -_:
i r c r a f t ;

t h at i s : 5 a i r cr   Pt : r o bab l y cr ot down .

Los se s of F r i e ndl y For c e s : !+3 a i r c r a f t ,

3. o  se s of pe r Qonne l : 1 5 lci h ed ,(a s of 10   une 191;1  , 11    00 ho ur s )
+.4 '  ounded ,

10 mi s s i ng .

V' ea t he r Condi t i on   : Ar e a of t h e l s t Fi ght e r Di vi   i on : Den se st r at us c l oud s ,
- - -   -   r N N 1 -      , l ot  e r ce i l i n  ; 1 50 n.e

t,®r s , upp er c ei l i n g 3 500 r:.e
t er s .

  r e a c f F r ank f ur t : Lowe r c l oud ce i l i n g 1000 u et e r s .

 'ie   t of t     e   ,en e r a l :  i n e I ueb e ck - Ei  ul ove r :  ';ea t he r c on -

• dition:  favorable for defencive operationa.

Hi gh   l t i t ud e   i nd s :   0 d eg r e e s , 5G k i l oaie t e r s p e r h our

t o 70 ki l oII ie t e r s pe r• hour .

Sp®c i a l l nf or mat i on :

a .
) Re s ul t s of t h e a t t ac k on Be r l i n

  _____    __..._ - _._- - - - - - - - - - -

Dur i ng t he p e r i od f r orr   10 : 38 t o 11 : ; 6 l: our s , i 60 0 demo l i t i on b orr b s , 1+0 000 i n -

cendi a r y b omb s ecui p p ed r i t h a s r  eci a l 4t i n g at t h e p oi nt ( Ger man : ,  bb r an d-

bo   b e )
, and 1100 l i qui d - i ncend i a r v bomb s J+er e dr opp ed .

Damage to material and losses of FerGonnel:

l+z 5 bui l d i ng s t ot a l l p d e st r o  ed ,

1 79F3 bui l d i ng s d ama ged ,

z53 ki l l ed,
31 9 lvoun de d , an d

2 6 J 8 5 h on e l e :-s .
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  ect i en s Y:e a vi l y r:i t :  :a r l st:or   t , i;oe ;.,eni c k , Zr e  :t or  , O ber   c t:oenev e i de ,
I  e u-

koel l n , 'ur_n;cl   bu r F ,
1:'o  hi t

, '̀ c l :oe r e  :  e r  ; ,
  i e r "  :r t e n ,

i ' r er:zl   u  ; r c,er g , a nd

   e sun d i r un n en .

D .m,-  e t o t h e ;  {  e r r„-.n : : _l l   ;er e i
.n e   l e ra r i , i t ::i;t   E; e s e11

_: c
Y.   f t ) - pl r:nt s

i n  l r e  :.t o  ̀: ,
Gesur d c r unn en ,    ce r   c r.   en e ;.ei de ,   .n d i:   EFeni.ck .

13 n:b l-.i t s i n : Y.rat er - •  or  :s o f 1:u  e l s bur   , r:r   a f   c t or y i n Tr e  t o . , r << .l r o:.d

j . : s s enbe r  :nd f r ei   Ya st <<t i on   i r: "̀t  ;t t i n . I nt e r r u; t i on s o f t   .e

^ ubY  .::y ::n d : t r ee t c  .r t r a f f i c , s ub} :::  t s       a c   v ed i n tiVhi cY, ca u   ed i,eavy

l o   Ge G of i; e r r orn el .

b .
) Gn S L.au 1944 I ,eut r.  n t I'uen st e r , Co  r.nd.nr:ii n     :i f i ce r of t he 5t h  ' , u  dr on  '

3r d F i  ;ht er i n   ( As s Gul t Ur oup )   ,d s Ki l l ed i n   ct i on r   .r,r  ,i tiU  :n : rre r i cun
 

hor:,Le r . Leut na nt Lus n st e r w   s c r edi t e   Yui t r. ; 3 ene:;;y Gi r c r   f t   hot d o • r. ;,t

al l t Y:e  a e r s of w  :r Gnd ti1a s p o:-t Y;ur  ou   l y aw :r d ed t Y,e   dd i t i on o f t he oakl e ` f

cl u Qt e r t o t h e l:ni  ;ia c r o s s of t r e i r on cr o s s .

; .
 

.̂rne r i can t;t t a ck s on Tr an sp o r t a t i on  "ac i l i t i e ^ i n t h e '  .r e a of i ,ux embour g .

<:n d !  i ede r.} :o f en on   y  .y 1
_
5'i;1 

( See   k et ch : Y:orue   i r de f e n se , supp l eme n t ? Ol : )

` :r_er, y Ef f or t
_ - -     - - - - i   M-

i he at t   ck of 2  0 :' .rr.er i c   n b on;ber s , 20 G r i n   l e - engi n e an d 100

t o i n - en  ji n e f i   ht e r s w  s d i r e c t ed t o t r an spo r t ut i on f   ci l i t i e s and i nd us t r i a

i n   t a l l  _ t i on s  n t he  +r e a of Luxeri  ou r ;; nr. d Ui ed eru of en . Tht _tt i ,.:ck i n  i or ce ,.

  pa  : o- c l .ed t:n d r e t u r r.ed vi a t r.e i; el  ̀  :n CY   tul el co  !st ,  te l   ,i ur :,  +nd Lu1.er,. -

bou r ,  .

P e   ul t c o f t he !!t t r,c k :

I n t he ci t y o f T.uxen bou r   :  .' edi   d      a  E t o bui l di n  s r nd t r an   or t at i on

facilities.
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In Diedenhofen :  edium damags to buildings and indugtrial installations.

On t h e s i r f i e l d o f   i ed enhof en - I1 i ed e r j eut z : Damag e t o g r ound ed a i r c r a f t .

Comni t men t of t h e I l  i gh t e r ; or p s
        _ ______ ----

The f ol l o •: z nt; f or ce s wer e empl oy ed :
:  .  __  .  - - - - - - - - - - __- - _- - - - __- - - -

By t h e 3r d r  .gh t e r J i vi s i on : A coJnb at uni .t of t he i s t Fi ght er '.,i ng i n di r ec

tion of  onn.

A c ombat uni t o f t Y .e Fi gk t e r l.i ng f o r °p ec i a l

Empl oy  ;ent i a di r e c t i on of Tr i e r .

The uni t G em  l oyed di d n ot en ga ge i n combat ,

a T ot a l Ef f or t _ 11 4 f i ght e r a i r c r a f t

Enem,y
Lo s s e s : Ene  y l o s s QS we r e n ot obs e r v ed .

_ ._   -

LossQS of Friendly Forces: None.

10 .
) Aa e r i c an At t ac k on .  .i en e r   'Veu st adt on 10   :a y 191+4

  N         r   N     - - -   - i   - - -   -   -   M     r - - -     . -

( S ee s ket ch : h orcie a i r def s ns e ,   up pl err:ent 202 : )

Lne   y Ef f or t
• _      ._.__

Fr om 0 5 : 0 5 hou r s on   rce r i can bomber s v e r e ob se r ved a s s e aLli ng

ov®r t he I sl and of Er i t a i n . At C  :10 hou r s t he i i r st un i t g   t a r t ®d f r om

t h e a r e a of i  or wi cr  t o f l y t he i r t he i r of f en si ve a3 s si on i n e a st e r n d i r e c   i

tion. Shortly befor® reaching the Dutch coast the broke off their opera-

t i on s , p r e s uma bl y be cau.ge of w®at h er con di t i on s , dnd cr.anged t o rwe st e r n

cours®s. Only a fer Rm311 fighter units intruded across the Guider Sea int

the area of Oldenburg.

N numbe r of Typ e 1  o squi t o d i r c r a f t appr oa chi ng acr o as t h e Ba l t i c f l ew
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re connai s   an ce md.Qsi on s ove r t he are a af Ber l i n ,   mor eov er ove r t }-:e  

Ruhr are a and Dv er t he are a of Frankf  r t  on t he ]  i n .

kt 07 :1,5 hour s i t   .ds obse rved t h dt Ameri cdr  un i t s be oan a s s
 

bli ng over Foggi
.a

i n I t a l y .
 l he borrb er s   st ar t ed f rom t he I t al i  +n ca s e

a;  08 :1 0 hour s . Af t e r t hey had , be i ng e sc o rt e :  by s t r ong f i g ht e r f or ce s  

re ached t he a re a of f  ':nc ona t hey cr,anged t o nort h- ea st ern c our :  e s and pro cee -

de d , f l yi n g i n t   ro st r eams , vi a t h® ar ea of ngram t o t he ea st e rn corne r of

Lake
 
alaton and to the Iyeusiedlersee. From these areas and approaching from

t he Sout hE  =st i n   any smal l  nave s at consi de rabl y di f f er e nt al t i t ude s t i ey

at t a cked t h ey a i r c r a f t f a ct o r i e s i n +
.
i ener   eust adt . :  f t e r t he at t a ck t hey ]c'e

a t urned i n s o ut hern di rec t i on t o I t a l y . St r ong f ì ght e r f or c e s had f l own   k ead
_

of t he bombe r s i nt o t he t arget ar ea , The t ot al st r engt h of t he f or ce s part i c i

  t i n g i n t he at t ack on   :i ener   tieu   .t adt dmount ed t o 600 bouber s ,   0 0 s i ngl e -

engi ne 2nd 200 t wi n- engi ne f i ght ®r s a ccon i i ng t o Ge rn an report s .
'j he a i r cra f t

i ac t or i e s i n  , i ene r l   eu st adt sus t ai ned heavy dama ge s .

Commi t ment of t he I r i ght e r Co r Fs

''i he f ol l owi ng f or ce s ti  er e ec   a oye d :
    _- - - - - - - - -     _____ __  __ 

.
"i o r epul s e b ri t i sh f o rc e s i nt r udi ng :. cr o s s t he Nort h SCa :
_      - - - - - - - - - - - - -       _  ________    _     

By t he 3rd Fi ght e r Di vi s i on : Combat uni t r of t r.e l st Fi ght e r Ki ng and t he

.  i ght e r Ri n  ; f or  ;pe ci al Empl oyrrent . The ai rc ra

a s s er bl ed ov er Kds s e l . Af t e r t he  !.me r i c an bombe r

r•ad broken of f t hei r ope r at i ons , bot h c ombat

uni t s we r e order ed t o l arad .

To r epul .°•e t he at t ack on Wi ene r N e u  t adt :
_- - - - - _- - _- - -   _      - - - - - - - -
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By t h e 7t h Fi   ht e r Di vi si on :   he l   t Gr•ou   / 5t 'rl ;  i  ;r_t e r   :i ng and t : e 3r d

 ' r oup j   r d Fi   ht e r ',.i n   . ti f t e r a s s en bl y ove r

i a   s   u t he    i r c r a f t u r o cee ded i n d i i•ec t   on of

': i en e r - I :eu st   dt . Tr.e 1Gt dnd 1 t 1: Gr o up s/   7t h

r i   ,
  t e r ', i n r, oi t r:e Fi   ht e r Com :. .r:   ,e r J st r. a r k

a s :•e l l  . s t he l st Gr oup%53r d Fi   ht e r , i n  

i t emr;or ur i l y st a t i on ed i .r  t he ; e ct or o f t h e

r i   ht e r Cor_,   a r.d e r     t r,,a r k j .  :r  t e r n s s er ,bl y ove

t  r uck on t he " ur t he a i r c r  sf t r:roc ee ded i n  '.i -

re ct i on  ->f L:,k e ::Gl   t on .

'   l e r ;ent   o f t ne uni t ;- of t ne 7t r. r' i ght e r Oi vi s i on   t a r t ed on a s econd t: i   -

'
si on di r ec t ed ,    ':i n   t r et ur ni n - bor _ber s .

  ot a l Ef f or t : 1 7 5 f i   la e r a i r c r  . f t .
- - - - - - _...  3
r nec y I.os se s .   l li om'r ®r and fi p, l,t e r ai r•c ::r f t ;
'  

t h •Yt i s : ;?14 a  
.r c r «f t de f i ni t e l y   l;ot down .

J   on_cer a i r c r c f t i r ob  b   y s llot d ov,n .

LoGs e s of F r i endl y For ce s : 3  :i r c r   .f t

7 a i r c r   f t r e ce i v ed ove r 60;': d an dge .
• ( n s of 11 1,'       191,1t , 10 :00 Y'jou.r s )

i o s se s of . •e r s onne l : 5 ki l l ed ,

1 Rvoun d ed ,

3 r: i s si ng .

ti";ea her Condi t i on s : Cr oat i a : Li ght st r at u s cl ouds nb ove 1000   e t e r s .
------_-- ------_

T :or t h     est e r n Tiun  ar y : c l ou dl e s s .

 ̂ :re of p  uni c h : 5  1 0 t o 7  10 hi gh uFcl op i ns cl oud s at

 :n a l t i t ude of 7000 met e r a , ha zy .

a r e  . of Vi e r n a : 3/ 10 u:. s l opi n g ci oud s  lt dn a .Lt i . t ud e

o f 700G r.ie t e r s . 1-Ii gh -a l t i t ude v i nd c   t 5u0 0 raet e r s :
?_7    c  Qr e e S , hG xi l orue t   r s pe r hour .
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11 .
) Amer i can At t acks on Tran sport at i on Fac i l i t i e s i n t he Are a of   ue l hau-

- - - - .  - -     - -     - - - - - - - - - r - r w w - - r

s e n , Luxembaurg , an d Saar gemuend on 11   .pri l 19J 1+
  __  . r __     ____     - -

(See ske tch : hom.e air defense, supplement 203: 

Enem r Ef f or t

A11.h ough i n t h e l at e af t e rnoon t he ds s embl y o f al l t hree Ame -

r i can bombe r di vi si ons was r e cogni zed , onl y t he uni t   of t he ?,nd Bomber Di -

vi gi
.on l e f t

, f rom 12   30 hour s on _and coII i ng f r om t he area s aut h o i' London ,

t r,e I sl and of   ri t ai n f l yi ng i n aout he rn di re c t i on . Ovor t he ar e a s out h of

Par i s t hey change d t o s out h - ea st er n c   ur s e s and f l ew   by way of Di  

• j on , Be sancon i nt o t he ar ea o f Bel f ort and   -ue l ha us en whar e t hey bombed

t r an s ,_or t at i on f aci l i t i e s . Ths ai r c ra f t ret ur ned i n no rt hw e st e rn di re c . - .

tion via Chalons sur  arne and Somm® Estuary to Great Britain,

Beginning at 1b:00 hours the Geri  n radio intelliganc® repor-

t ed t hs a s s embl y of tha l st an d 3rd Aombe r   i vi : i on c i n t he:  ;r eu nt r '  ii oi'

',;,::<'.on . At 17 :? 5 hour s t he uni t Q o f bot h di vi s i on s st ar t ed t h®i r f l i g  t

ove r Thame s ESt u :ry . Thi s f o r ce j ras di vi dad a s f ol l owa :

About 1   0 bor. be r s f 1 a rJ a c rv s s i  e Schel de E st ua ry i n ea st e rn di r e c t i on

- i nt o t he are a o f Gi l ze - Iti
.j en an d Ei ndhoven  +he re t hey c hanged t o s out hern

_

cour se s t o dt t ack t r an spo rt at i on f ac i li t i e s i n t he are a of Li e ge .

A sma11 bomber unit crossed '̀chelde Estudry in south  astern

direction and directed its attack against transportation facilities in the

ar®a o f   rus se l s .

Z'he maj or i t y of t he bombe r a i rc r uf t of t he l st and 3 rd Di v i si --

si.ons cr o  s ed t he Channel c oa s t i n t r.e are d of Ust end an d ll unki rk and pene -

t r a t e;a i n s out h - Qa st ern di re c t i on i nt a t he a re a of Tr i er , Saar  ;ercuend , and

Luxembou s g.
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I n t h i   a  _•e   r ,ai nl y t r an sp or t a t i on f a c i l i t i e s we r e bombed . Al l bomber w i t s

r e t ur ned i n n or t h -   Qe s t e r n d i r ec t i on .

A t ot a l f or c Q of l  0 0 bo rab er s , 300 si n  ;l e -e n   i n e an d 100 t wi n -

engi n e f  ght e r ai r c r a f t t o ok pa r t i n t h e ope r a t i on s on 11 } :ay i n t he a f t e r -

no on .   .̀edi um dama ge vra s cau s ed by t he bomb i n g r a i ds t o t r an 5po r t a t i on f a ci -

l i t i e s an d i nd u s t r i a l i n st a l l at i on s i n t he ar e a s of    ue l hau se n , Fsr u s s ®l s ,

L.i
ege , Tr i e r , Lux e nbour g , an d Saa r ge muen d .

Comrni t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Gor p a
- - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The f ol l owi n g f o r ce s we re etnp l oys d :
      _       __._

_ Agai n gt t h e 2n d Bombe r Di vi si on :
  _    __    - - - - -

By t h e 3r d an d 7t h Fi gh t e r Di vi s i on a : The Fi ght e r   ;i ng f or '̀ pe c i a l Empl oy -

, e nt , t Yie 3r d Gr oup / 3r d Fi ght er v  i ng ,

an d t h e l s t Gr oup / 5t h Fi ght e r  :.i ng on

t h e f i r Gt   i s s i on . The ai r c r af t l ande d

after the bombers had left the ared vf

h:ue l ha u se n .

• Againat tre 1^t and 3rd Bomber Divisions:

By t he 2nd Fi
.g

ht e r Di vi si on :   c omba t uni t of t he l l t h Fi ght ®r   :i n g i n di -

r ect i on of Kobl en z . Zhe Ki ng di d .,ot r ea ch t he

Ame r i can a t t ack i ng uni t s .

By t he 3r d Fi ght e r Di vi s i on : Combat uni t s of t he l s t r' i gh t e r ' .i ng and o f t h e

• r' i ght e r Y1i .ng f or Sp ec i al   mp l oyrcent on a sec ond

. .i s s i on . Af t e r a s se ,r:b l y over Bonn t h e a i r c r a f t

 
eng aJ e d i n a i r c   mbat o ve r t r.e a r s a of Li e ge

and '1'r i e r .
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ground , Oes4u v+as throvan out annd found dead near th• burn®d aircarft.

hiis death was caused by a fracture of his skull.
The corpse of tha brav

comrr  .  ndi n ; of f i ce r wa s , f or t r.e f i r s t t i me , pl a c ed on a bi er i n Bochol t

Ca st l e near St . Vi t h . The f une r al t o ok Fa a c e on 20   :ay 191,1  i n   e l dor f i .n

Di t hmar sc hen ,
t he home of Ober s t Oe sau .

Phot o of Obe r s't Oes au , ki l l ed i n act i on on 11 k ap 1c11+4

1 2 .
)   me r i c an xt t ack s on hydr ogenet i on Fl ant s i n Cent r al Ge rmar  r on

--------------------------------------- -- --- -- _______
1 2    ay 194 
  - - -

  ( See sket ch : horae ai r def en se , suppl ement ?Ol  ! )

Enemy Effort

On 12   :ay 194 + t h e Atner i can ai r f or ce s st art ed t he ai r oper a -

t i on s agai nst t he German f ue l i ndust ry . They operat ed wi t h t hre e bombe r

divisions from the firitish air base with a total strength of y0Q bombQr

ai rc raf t . The st r engt h of t he e s cort f i ght er s emYrl oyed re acl-led a u,ax i mum

o f 800 si ngl e - engi ne and 1 U0 t v i n - engi .ne f i gY t e r ai rc ra f t , whi ch sums up
f i   ,t e r

t o 1?!J O °a i r c r a f t .
•

The Ger rr  n   orrm und suc c eed ed , f o r t he f i r st t i me , i n c o nc en-

t r at i ng a l l da y f i gta er f o rc e a of t he norr,e ai r def e n4e agai nst t he I  neri -

can a i r arr, ada . By eommi t t i ng a t ot dl f o r ce of   70 si ngl e   ng i ne and t wi n

engi ne f i ght e r s t he Cor ps Eieadqua rt e r s of t he I Fi ght er Corp s a chi eve d

t he max i r::um de f en   e ef f ort i n t Y e st rat e   i c ai r r+ar over t r,e ii ei ch ' s t er r '

t o r s f r oc  1qJ  J t o 194 5 •

I n t he  :x t ens i v e ai r s _ace ove r t he Rhi ne - b ài n p l a i a s a
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Ey t he 7t h Fi ght e r Di vi Qi on :   he l st Groupj 5t h Fi ght er 1  i ng and t he 3rd Grou

' f 3rd ri ght er  'di ng on a s®cond mi s.    an . .4ft er

  a as embl y ove r llei l bronn t he ai r cra f t pr o ceeded

i n di re c t i on o f Kai s er sl aut e rn .

Tot al   f f o r't : 13 1 f i ght er ai r c raf t .
-------------

Ene m y Los s ®s : 1  bombe r and 5 f i ght e r a i r c r   ' t ;

t h3t i s : 9 s i r craf t de f i ni t e l y sY ot down.

Lo s as s o f Fri e ndl y For ce s : 7 ai r c raf t
    _M   - - - .   

2 aircraft recQived over 60  damage.( ]
.
2 I4tay 1941a, 11 :00 hour s }

LaBaes of personnel : 1 killed,
• 1    ounded ,

7   s s i ng .

Pleat he r Condi t i on s : lh'e s t of t he 1:a a s : 7/ 10 t o 10 / 10 i ce cl ouda above 7000
    .  _  _____

met e r s .

Y  i t hi n t he Rei c ll ' s t e rr i t ory : cl oudl o s a , l i ght ha ze .

Sp®ci al I nf ormat i on :
  - i M - - -     r

On 11 1:'ay 1 944 , Ober st  V'al t e r Oe sau ,   o  mandi ng Of f i c®r of t he l st Fi ght er

  '  i ng , wa s ki l l ed in ai r combat a gai n   t enemy f or ce g of nume ri cal s uhe ri or i t y .

_ H® was credited with 117 enemy aircraft shot down and had been awarded the
.

addi t i on of t he oakl e a f c l us t ar wi t h s •rords t o t h® kni ght c ro s s of t he i ron

cr oQs.

Fl yi ng al ane s out h - ea s t of Li ege Obe r st Qe sau wa s at t ac ked by f i ve :•me r i can

f i ght e r s at 16 :00 hour s . I t wa g ob:  er ved t hat , a f t er l ong ai r c ombat , Ober s t

Oesau's aircraft dived at a steep angle flattening out shortly before reach'

t h a grout  l appa rent l y   ki ng  t be l l y- l andi ng .    hen t he ai r c ra f t hi t t he
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f i s r ce a i r 'uat t l e de ve l op ed Y:hi ch •, ound up rvi t h h edvy l o s s e a on b ot h s i de s .

Zhe con ci de r abl y i n f e r i or Ger n an d e f e :-. s e f or ces , h on+ev er , l.ad n at s ucce eded

i n pr e vent i n ; t h e Al::e r i ca n bombe r f or c e f r om pen et r a t i r  t o t h e ee nt r a l

a r ea of t he Ger rnan Rei ch , The i ne r i can bor b e r s s t r uck d eep wo und s i nt o t he

  u e l   r odu ci n ; a r n ament ba se i n Uent r ul Ge r man y .

: 'he Ame r i c an of f en si ve ope r a t i on s    e r e c onduct e  d a s f ol l ows :

    ..._  _____ _   _      ______ 

Acc or d i n  t o r ep or t s of t h e Ger r..an r a di o r econn <ji « an c e t he 1̀mer i can a s sem-

bl y r a neuv er s ove r t he a r ea o f h or wi c r. be  an at 08 :30 hour s .

At 10 : 40 hou r s t h e l :  t , '?nd , ar.d 3 r d   ombe r Di vi si on s l e f t t he

•
a r ea of t h e I sl an d of   r i t ai n i n cout h -  a s t e r n di r ec t i on .

2'he a i r c r af t c r o s seri t he c oa st oet ne en Dunki r k and Ust ®nd and p r o -

ce ed ed i n s out h - ea s t e r n di r e ct i on i nt o t r e :  .•ed of h obl en z dn d r  r ank f ur t on

t he   =ai n .

c mal l bomb ar uni t c dr op _e
d t hei r bot b s on ri obl e n z and on r r ankf ur t

on t he   a i n and ;•et ur ne d i n n or t h- we s t e r n di re c t i on .

  he r:a j or i t y of t he bomi  e r s   r oce eded i n e« st e r n di r e ct i on by
 

 ya y o f '̀ chwe  n f ur t i nt o t he a r e a n or t h of Bayr e ut h .

Le avi n g t h i s a r e a t h.e b ou;be r f or ce s spl i t t o f l y i n n   r t },e r n di r e c

t i on f or t he at t a ck on i ndu s t r i a l i.a r g®t s an d a i r f i e l d s i n t h e a r e a o f

Yia l l e , :  aur ;LUr  ; , J en a , a r.d Lei p zi   ( I  ,c: r i c   n u a i
.n e f f or t )

, and i rl n or t h- ea s

t er n di r ec t i on f o r t he at t a ck on t a r get s i n t he a r e a o f ''v i .ck uu , a a we   .
l a s

wi t h a bou t 1 50 f o ur - ex  i n e a i r c r af t , i n ea st e r n r e spe c t i ve l y i n nor t he r n di -

r ec t i  . n b,, way of :rge r an d t h e ar s s 50 ki l orr et e r s we s i of r r a g f o r t Y e

at t a ck on t h e hydr oGen at i on pl ant i n t he a re a of : r uex .
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 i he bor;:be r s r e t u r n ed i n y  e st e r n di r e ct i on .

Al l bor lbe r s we re , wr en  :p pr oa c t  i ng t he t a r get a r e a s , r r o t ec t ed by st ro ng

?i ght e r f or c e s exc ept Y1'r.en t he f l ew ove r t he a r ea of Lge r , II r uex ,  +nd  .a r l s-

bad.

I n addi t i on t o t he fi ght er f or ce s di r ect l y i  r ot ect i ng t he boraber s t he .t'ol l o-
- - - r - - - - - -   -   - - - - - -   -     - - - - - - - -   - - - r - r - - - - - w - .       - « - - - .   -   - w

wing forces Nere observed:

- - - - - - - - -   _____

As n or t h e r n cove r : St r on ; f i g  t e r f or c e4 i n t xudi n ;; a c r o  ;  Sche l de   st ua r y ,
 

t he a r ea o f Gu et e r s l oh , an d p ad er bo r n t o riee t t h e bomb er s ove r Cent r a l Ge r -

;han y a nd t o ca r r y out l ow- l ev el st r a f ì ng dt t a ck s on   i r f i e l s .
 

To me et r et u r ni n g b .rrb e r s : A numb er of f i ght e r uni t s i n t r udi ng by, way of Dua

ki r k in cout h - ertst er n di re ct i on i nt o t r.e a r e a of   : annhe i   , r r an kf ur t on t h e

1 ,:.s i n , and Koel n .

Ta r get s and Pe s ul t s of t h e At t a ck s : (Fi r st r e por t s on 12   ay 191 4 )

._ __- __  _   .  _„_._ __________  _

a .
} Bomber At t s c ka :

.
Ur bar_ di st r i c t a of Kob l en z ,  ' r •ank f ur t on t he   'a i n , Ha l l e ,

• fl awnb ur b , and ' . ei   senf e l s .   l i g  t damage t o bui l di ng s  ,a s c a us ed i n a l l ei -

t i e 4 .

' Leun a " - wo r k s : : i l t r a t i on j;l ant rii t , op er a t i on di sc ont i n ued .

"Eli sa be t h- Leon ha r d   tnd '. e i   se n f e l
.s

" n a ne s i n t h e a r e a o f Hal l e a n d   e r s e -

b u r   d  aged .

Fi l t r at i on pl  .nt s a t   .i n t er s   a l l n ea r Lue t 2endo r f d dma g ed .

' Er abag "   vo r k s i n Boehl en n e a r Lei p zi   da maged .

Ai r e r a f t r e pa i r p l ant i n Zwi cka u c omp l e t el y out of op er a t i on .

Fi l t r a t i on    l ant at   r u ex -   :a l t heu s en d 2.rna ged .
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: l:ot o of t 't :e I:  .  31•u   :';  t i on :  l   ra .:,t 4, r ue x Yr i c r t o t t e 1 .r; e r i c  :n .;
i r ° t t,c_c k

, ,    GIl . 
!   . :  D: .  ,

. :
i r i i e l d

.°.r
O

.
L .

.
G' r S L: :   UI ' `   -

l y1 C  : il   =:I1   c Cl
: ., _ . '  CC  i , i':C:; 2' l i •_.1

1 F. .)

'o .
;   t r  :i -i r-;;

At t r c k s :

.':
i r f i ei d   of   . ei r    r - I :c r_r  : ,  :oe l l cdc  , .:.z:

d 1Un ;;en c :l .za .

:: t r oni_ 
  of f er . e i o r ce s i n t r uded i r o r: t i-.e  .:;.e r i c  .a.  si r

uiit i l
1;      e i n I t   l  r i n i:or t l-.e r n    r e c t i on . I t   :  s . ot   t r.e s e f or c es c 'r: -:r:-

r ed t o   cut :;e r n cour r-e s o  er t Y:e    r e    o i Gen ova ::tld I .
i l  :n o : e t 'r e e li 1C  :CC 

•
: r :cl 11 :G .'     ,ouz' s t Y,__t t l-.e ur:i t c o `' t he 7  1_ ? i ,-'r:t e r   i vi ni on i n   out l.e r r. Ger

:   nv an d  .u:=t r i
.r.  ::' a :.:i r,ed f r e e dor_. 0 1' +  e r   t i on t o r ep ul se t lic: .lnce r i c ,- r. f    r

,c e s 1 _ or   t Y:e   :. •i i sY:   .i r L• . s  ; .

; c tr,r.-
i t t.:e r.t o f t l :e I r i   h t e r :: or   ;s

T }.e f o l l o   ri r. .;
f or•c e s , e re e r::x _ o   ed :

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 

  t t l:e 1 ' : '1  1- t e r "̀ :i vi  -i on   car. c ,t ur:i t o° t l :c ; r d : 'i   la e r : i n   i rl i i r e c

t i on oi =r  _t:l-. :  ur t on i l.e 1'. . 
i n . 2 'r.e uni t c o 

•
t l: e 1 °t .   -rit er  }y•, i r i on suc ce r s f ta : ,y en_ -ed

C ,

i r . con.:, a over t lle :: r e    o f F r Gnk f u r t a r d r i'•ot

doy' n , ,0 o-or   e r , .

T h e  ?
o t h Z  .i n - Ln   ;

i n e Fi gYa e r •. i r  ;
i n d i r e ct i or

o f '  r e s d e n .
'yr.c, , ,i r F; e n   u Ue d i n c ol :i  4 t  .,i t t :

UOI„b e r liTll i .   O;  Br   - 't i n r     i t Y-:OLI  . I' l   ;l it E.' 1' t   'C0 2't

ov e r t 'r: :  1r c   : Ca s t o r 1: : r 1 s '    .d .

  ;;  t Y:e 2r:d Fi  ;ht e r :  i vi   i on : t: c cr  r,  t uni t of t f:e 111.1-:  'i   i  t e r ' ,i rl  i r: ui -

z•ect i on   f r'r .  nl:f u r t ori t !,e   ._ - 
i
.n . i! i't e r
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successful repulsion of American fighter attack 

thi  unit.s
hot down 17 bomber aircraft.

By t h® 3 r d Fi ght er Di vi si on : The l st Fi gh t e r Wi ng an d t he Fi ght e r Y  i ng f or

- Special Employnent.
 lhe planned assembly ovsr

Gi e s sen coul d n ot be r  a t e r i al i z ®d . I n c l i miai ng ,

bot h Y l rag s wer e at t a ck ed by   er i can f ì
.g

ht e r s

and i n v ol ved i n f i e r ce a i r combat over t he a r e a s

nor t }  of Gi e s s e n an d we rlt of kan nh ei m .

By t he 7t h Fi ght er Di vi 4i on : The l  a Gr oup /   t h   F l gh t e r ti':i ng i r  di r e c t i on of

Fr ank f ur t on t he   :a i n , hi r comba t wi t h en er y  

` f i ght e r a i r c r a f t over t he a r e a of F r an kf ur t on

t r.e 2.:a i n .

7.he 3r d Gr oup / 3 r d Fi .gh t e r   .i ng i n d i r ect i on of

F r ank f u r t on t he k'ai n .  i3.r combat wi t h ene tt y   g

f i gla e r ai r c r af t over t he ar e a o f 1    n n he i m.

A comb at uni t o f t h e 27t h Fi ght e r V:'i r  , d i t e r

a s s embl y over P a s sau t t  e Qi r c r a f t p r oc e ed ed i n '

dirsction of Frankfurt on the  :ain. Successful

• a i r combat   Zt h en emg  f i g  t e r s over t h s ar e a •

ea s t of E schh or n .

Ag ai n s t r s t ur ni ng b omber a i r c r a f t on   dc ond mi s si on s :
      - - - - - - - -

B
,y a l l f i gh t e r d i vi si

.on s : F   ght e r a i r c r a f t r econd.
i t i on ed f or ope r Gt i a na l

emp l oym®nt f r om t h e a r ea of Fr ank f ur t , ai r com 

bat wi t h enea y f i ght ®r s ov er t h ® a r s a o f F r ank -

fl ir t an f over t he a r e a of Kobl en z .
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By t he 3r d Fi F,h
t e r Di vi s i on : Si ngl e - en  i ne ni ght f i ght e r s ag ai n st t he l a st

bombers returning from the area of Karlsruhe

without fighter escort which were reported to

the l t Fighter Divi ion by aerial reconnaissanc

 ir combat over the Ured of Siegen.

Tot al Ef f ort : l st mi.s si on : 419 si.ng]-e- engi ne and t wi n-sngi ne f i ght er s ,
- -     , . 

2nd mi s s i on : 51 f i ght e r ^ and s in gl e - engi ne ni ght f i   t e r s .

Tot al s 1  70 ai r c raf t

Enemy Lo s s e s : 72 boaber s an d 9 f i ght e r s ;  

--------- -
t r:8 t i s : 81 ai r c raf t de f i

.n
i t e l y shot dot n .

_
9 bomber s proba bl y shot down .

Los se s of Fri endl y Force s : 34 a i rc rai t .
- - - - - - -        

31 aircr  ft received over 60  damage.
( 13 L̀ay 19 44 , l l :00 hour s )

Losses of per onnel: 10 killed,

18 wounded ,

34 mi s si ng .

9lieat her Condi t i on s : 0/ 1 0 t o 3/ 10 t hi n cucnul us c l oud cove r abov e 1000 met o r a.
    ..._______    - - -

! Special Information:

a .
)   rc-e r i c zn bombe r f li ght f o rmat i on

_- - - ______  ________- _..._- - - - - - - - -
wa 

Duri r  t r.e at t a c k oan 12 tv'ay a naw bombe r f1 i   f ormat i o . The

re inforcement of the individual bcrr.
ber sGUadro  s up to a strength from 25 to

30 a i r craf t probabl y had conf m nt ed t he Ame ri can conaQnand wi t h t he t a sk of

emgloyin  more aircraft than hitr.erto,wh
ich resuited in the attempt to chan

ge t he f l i ght f ormat i on . I n t he ne•r  f ornat i on 42 a i r c raf"t of one g roup and

2 ;  di rcra f t of anot her group f ormed a c onbat w i ng ; t he convent i onal
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met h od of upwa r d s t eppi ng wa s r e t ai ned .
  b .

) The r e   ul t s o f t h e a t t a ck on t h e hydr oger.e t i on  :l ant s on 1.:
    ay 19J  .:

- - .-- - - - - - - - - - - - _- - - - -   w ._ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

( Sour c • : r ep or 't of t h e o f f i ce r i n cha r ge o f t he fti ie l
, s uppl y tiyi t h t rie    eh r mac h

of
Hi gh Comma nd - '  eh r ma cht Oper a t i on s St a f f   z   t J un e 191 4 )

. •

'"The following plants were temporarily put out of o eration:

Plant Brusx - i00 per cent,

Pl ant Tro egl i t z - 100 p er ce nt ,

Plan t Boehlen - 50 per cent, and

t'lant Leuna - 60 per cent.

Accordin€ to reports received later the 3amage waa even heavier."

'

Phot o of    yd r ogen e t i on P l an t Br uex af t e r t h s Amer i c an   i r Ra i d

.    __________      .- -------- ----- - ----
on 12   :a y l y l l+#

.
13 .

) Amer i c a n At t ac k s on St s t t i n and Osn :  b r ue c k on 13 Kay 1y 4/{
_r .  ._________ _  ___ , _________ .

(S®e sketch: tiome air defense  Fupplement 205:)

Enem,y
Ef f or t •

- - - - - - - - - - -•
Si nc e 10 : 20 hou r = t t,e Ge r rnan r adi o i nt e l l i g en ce i n t er c ept ed , me-

r i c an of f en s e f or es s a eGea b l i n g over t he I sl and o f Br i t a i n . At 12 :00 h our s

t h e uni t s of t he l st and 2n d g amber Di vi   i on s l e Ft t he a r e a of h or wi eh i n

n or t h - ea st e rn di r e c t i on . The botr,be r   c r a n€;ed t o   s t er n c our s e s over t h e sea

.................................

h ot e : # The ev a l ua t i on i   n ot convi n e i n g .
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are a nor th of t he i s l and of Texe l . 2'he y c ro s s ed t he we st c oa st o f Jut l and .

betwesn the island of  ylt and h:eide. The aircraft then proceeded via the

F ay o f ni e l
,

t h e I3ay of Lue be ck , t r.e are a of St r t  l sund and Ros t ock f or t hs

at t ac k on   t̀ et t i.n nnd Tut ow.   f t e r t h  at t ack t he maj or i t y o f t he bomber s

ret ur ned i n nort h- ..e st e rn di r e ct i on by tiyay of Nords chl e   wi g i nt o t he Nor t h

5®a a r ea . Onl
,p a sa   l l bombe r uai t proc e eded  f r on:   t ®t t i n i n s out her n di re c -

t i on i nt o t he a r ea of Frdnkf ur t on t he Oder and changed at f i r ;  t t o an es e -
and

t e rn c our se t o pro c eed i nt o t he are a of Poznan   t hen t o a nort h- we st e rn
Bal t i c

cour se t o r et urn vi  : t he   Sea . I t s at t ack was di r e c t ed ag ai nst t hs ai r

' cr af t   pl ant s i n Fo znan .

• Z'he uni t s of t he 3r d Bor. t e r Di vi 4i on appe ared at 13 :00 ho ur s

flying over the Zuider Sea in eF stern direction. They procseded into the

ar e :  of hannover  rhe xe t he y changed t o ti  e st e rn c our ee s f or t r,e at t a ck on

  snabrue c k. For t he i r r et urn f l i ght t hey cho se t he ai r rout . vi a Scr el de

r st ua ry .

St r ong Ameri can f i g  t e r f o rc es e s co rt ed t} e bombe r s up t o t he

t a rge t a r ea s . A port i on of t he Amer i can f i gr t e r s at t ac ke d ai r f i el d s i n t hs

sector of the 2nd l ighter Division or circled over German fighter airfields
 

Ke sul t s o f t he   t t ac k: I n 5't Qt t i n medi um damag e t o bui l di r ga and he avy da 

ge to industrial installationa, noreover considerable damage to transporta-

t i on f ac i l i t i e s .

Bomber uni t s f r om t he   r eri can ai r ba s ® i n I t a],y hdd penet rat s d

i nt o t h® are a of Bol zano .
Zhe r s by t he f i ght s r uni t s of t he 7t n     oht e r   i -

vi :-: on  Ne r e t       '   i_
 
.r_     -t r     •r  '-::ri   : .,y up t o 12 :30 ho ur s .
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Commi t nwnt of t he I Fi ght e r Corpa
_   _       .  ...

The f o l l ovri ng f o rce s we re empl oyed : .
_  _____ _ .  ______  _  - _

To re pul s e bo mbs r s i nt rudi ng ac ro s s t Y  e i  or t h Sea :
_ --_ __       ----------- 

By t he l st Fi   ht . r Di vi si o n : A comhat uni t of t he 3r d Fi ght er ' .i ng . Af t e r

as ser  bl y o ve r t he b'ue r i t zae e t he ai rc raf t proc ®

ded i n di re c t i on of yt rel sund . Ai r combat  i n t h

area of Ankl am and Demmi n .

The 26t h Twi nE ngi
.ne Fi ght e r L ,i ng . Ths ai rcraf t

as se mt>l ed ove r St et t i n and procee d. d in di rec -
•

t i on of Frankfu r t on t he Ode r t o bo commi t t ed

ag ai n5t t he bomber imi t s i nt r udi ng t o t he are a

of Poznan .

By t he 2nd an d 3r d Fi ght e r Di vi si ons : Al l uni t s ds sembl ed over t Yie ai r    e l d
 

of : ot en : urg and proc eed. d i n no rt h - eas t e rn di -

re ct i on . Ai r combat i n t he ar ea of Ki s l .

To r ®pu1 9e an at t ac k on Cs 7abrue ck :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   ..._  _  _ 

By t he Tt h Fi .ght er Di vi : i on : The 3rd Gro up f 3 rd c i
.g

ht er V'  i ng an d t he l st
•

Group%5t h Fi ght er ' :i ng i n di rect i on of t he

Brocken i n t he Har z . The uni t s c oul d not st art

unt i l t he ai rc r5:,f t i nt r udi ng f roa t he Sout h

t:ad chan ;ed t he i r c our se . Z'he   Gr ri v®d i n t he

area of  or t 1-:e rn German y t oo l nt ® t o engag e i n combat

  .i t h t r.e j rd Bombe r Di vi si on an dl dnded on t r.e

ai
.r

f i e l d of Eurg near   agdeburg .
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Ar a i n st Lom  :e r a i r c r a f t r et u r r i n ; f r or  t l:e :. r e a oi'   t e t t i n :

F' ,  t Y e 7t 1-: ? i
,;
r .

t e r ' :i v i ci on : Ur.i t s f r om i;iar  , on a se cond r:,i   s i an i n di r e c -

t i on of 1• l   r d s c 'ra e sv i   . O   i n  ; t o di f f i cul t i e s

en coun t e r ed i n r a st or i r_  r e ,: di ne s s f o r c:e t i on

on t r:e a i r f i e l d of r  ur g onl y b   •yr c r a f t c oul d

i l y  i s e cond r:.i s si on 1See s  . ec i :  l :i n .  o r ta¢t i o.  } ,

I t h u 4 i n t er.d  d t o conar.
i t a cec ond t i r: e t r,e i l   h t e r a i r c r  :f t or a l l l:i   },t e r

di vi   i or, s   rl: i c l  r a3 l ar,de d wi t r:i n t 'r,e s ec t c r of t l:e 1nd r i   ht e r J i vi   i on .

Hov ev er ,  =.rne r i c   n t i gt t e r s  Nr:i ch cont i•ol _ ed Ger   :  Il ai r f i e l d s by f l yi n  ; a t

• l ot°.'  ll t i t u de s pr avec  t e d t l: e cec or  ct ur t o i t he un i t c ,

T r.e uni t s of t  - e r̂ i  ;t.t e r Ccr  ,rr..::nd e r O  t i_;r  r k c c;u l d not Le co r.u: i t t e d

t;e cau s e of br:d we  t r e r cor.d i t i on s i n ' .ust r i :  .

T ot a l   ' f f o r t : ?   3     n  -1e - en  ; i r e .  ud t „ i r.- en; i ne   'i   ht e r s .
-------_-

  ne r ;,T Lo  ` e s : 10 : omt e r s an d :  6 f i   ht e r c ;

t  :a t i s : 26 :: i r c r af t :  e f i rli t e l y :  'c ot dov n .

;; bor be r s ur.d   f l f. i a e r s ;

- b ai.r c r  :f t de f i ni t e l y sl ot uo   n ._
I_o   s e s o i F r i encl l y  ,   r ce s : l u  :i r c r  .f t .

1 1, ::i r c r   :f t r e c e i v e d o v e r fi C  ; d     d   e .
 

r'LS OI   1. 
l:.uy 1 ;   +4  

1   :  J  '1 : i0 4 2' .̀
}

  o   s e s of   a r   onne l : 6 xi l l ed ,

i 2 rtounded ,

l g rr:i s s i n  ; .

'.' e at h e r Conc  i t i on s : t  or t }- e r n Ger i.  ^ny : c l ou dl e s s .

,I n t r e  .r ea of ° t et t i n :   j l C t o   %l U   e ver ;;,l c t r a t a of

curr u l u s c l oud s .
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3pe c i a l I nf or n a t i on :

The di f f i cul t i e = en count e r e d i n t he 4econd commi t r  ent of uni t s of t he 7t h "r  .
gY

t e r Di vi si on i n t h e s e ct or of t h e l s t r i  ;h t e r J i vi s i on a r e d e s c r i oed i n t h e

f ol i owi n g t e l e t ;jp e   e ^s ag e :

  'el et ype me s s d  e of t he Cor p s Hea dqua r t e r s of t h e I Fi ght e r Cor p s t o t h®

7t h Ci . ,h
t a r Di vi si on : "On 13   -:ay 1944 t h e t ak e - of f of t he com  at uni t of t he

Gt Bur g
? t h Fi g it e r Di vi ei on f or a s e c ond mi s s i on Yr:=s d®l ay s d t o s uch a n axt s n t t h a t

on l y   ome e l e    nt s of t  -,i s uni t c oul d be ac t u a :Ll y comuti t t ed .

1"us l l ed
Ac co r cli ng t o a r e p or t of t h e l st E'i ght e r Di vi s i on 1 1 a i r c r a f t wer a   '

10 mi nut e s , f u r t h e r   i r c r a f t we re f u e l l ed i n 20 mi nut e s and t he r e st of t h e•

a i r c r a f t    e r e f   i n ' n t e T e el l ed 1,G mi u Q, h f o l l on i ng r por t of t h e 1 Fi g ht ®r

Di v i si on i s gi ve n f or i a f or b a t i on pur p o se s :
.
a ,

) Af t e r be i r  t aken over f r om t he 7t h, Fi ght e r Di v i s i on t h s uni t wa s cor r e ct

l
,y gui d ed ay t he "y "   ne t  tod by t h e 1 Fi gYit e r Di vi s i on .

b .
) Kf t̀,e r i t wa s na t i ced t h.at t t  e iuii t wou1 3   r r i ve t o o l at e f or c omrni t Qent

ag a i n st b omb e r s pr o cQQdi ng i n e a st e r n di r ec t i on , t h e a i r c r a i't we r e di r ec t ed

t o l and a t Sa l zr ed e l t o be on ha nd   .s
f a r i n t h e '„e st a s po s si bl e f o r comni t -

ment against returning enemy aircraft. 
c .

) 1',i t hout co r r e s    on di ng or de r f r am t h e l st Fi gh t e r Di vi si on and wi t h out

co r r e Qpondi ngl y i n f or mi n g t hi s di vi si on t he uni t   f l i s s over t he a i r f i s l d

........................................

Not e : # ny "   rie t h od mean s
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of Burg and lands thers at a tims when there was still acnfficient fusl avai-

l abl e   q s  procse di ng t o Sal zwedel .

d. ) The ai .r bas e of Burg had been di re ct ed by t he l st Fi g  t er Di vi ai an t o

recondition grounded units for take-off by a11 possibls means.

®.
) Rec ondi t i oni ng t o ok t he uni t f r om 14 : 48 hour s , vrhen t he l a st ai r craf t

l anded , t o 15: 52 hour s , whsn t hs l a st a.i r craf t t o ok of f ag ai n . Ths r s a aons

f or t h i s de l ay we r e t he f ol
.l owi ng : The pi l ot s l e ave t hs ai rcraf t t o r e ce i vs

rat i ons . 1  f t e rwar ds t hey do not know r hs t her t he i r ai r cr af t ar s f u®l l sd or

not . The ai rcraf t o f t he f ormat i on l eade r i s t he ha st o  te t o bs f ue l l . d .

Ths pi l ot e ar • not f i mi l i a r wi t h t h e chan ge f rom "Y"# t o Rei ch ' s f i ght Qr f r s

quency . The f'y "  - ai r craf t wa s put out of act i on . A  or l andi ng t hs pi l ot s.

di d not coa  l y wi t h t he order s f or re f uei i ; n,g si bnal l sd t :o t hem. For t hi s re

Gon speedy r ef us l l i ng at preparsd rs f us l ]i ng st at i on s was not possi
.bl e . Fi nal .

fy , t he f i ght ®r s st art ed ai ngl.y si nce t he l an di ng f i el d was unknown.
 

The 7th Fighter Division will investigats to what extant the unit was at ta

and   rhet he r any ot he r f ai l ur s wa s i nvol ved . Th® re sul t o f t he i nvs   t i g at i on

' Ki l l be re por t ®d i mmedi at s  
,y .

( Corp s I iea dqw  rt e r s of t h   I Fi ght s r Corp s ,

Ops rat i on s Of f i c s r (7 )
, No. 18  7/ l,h , sec ret , dat od l b 1  ay 191 1+)

. n

 
La,.

) A  .eri can Reconnai ssan cs Act i vi t i e s over t hr Rei ch   s Tsrri t ory Duri ng
_____  _ _.__    ...._..._    _____ ____..._ _____    _
t hs Peri od f rom 11  t o 20   ay 194 +, not I ncl udi ng t he Large- Scal e At t ack o n
  - w N       - M r - . . . M - M -   - - - -       - -   - - -

Berl i n on 19 b'  194 +•
............. ...............

Not e s : # ny 'r- f r ®qu ency ms ans

  - "y ' -a i rc raf t ms ans
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(See sket ch : home ai r de f en se , s uppl emsnt Z0 6! )

Ene my I 'f f or t

On 1l+, 1 5, and 20 3i ay , onl y a srt;al l numbe r o f ai r c raf t f l ew rec oA

nai Gs ance ci s si ons ove r t he Rei ch ' s t err i t ory .

On 16 !: ay , 2 ;  n,e ri ca.ir: f i gtlt a r ai r c rdi t c onduct e d s st ra f i ng at -

t a ck agai n st t r,e ai r f i e l d of 1 a ro » near "t ral sund .   he y s   ot do yn 5 German

t ; ai ni ng ai rc raf t  whi l e t he 1
.a

t t e r we re l ar.di ng , de st r oyed Z t r ai ni ng ai r -

craf t on t he ground , an d 3 ur aged   Inore t r ai ni ng ai rc raf t .

On 17   ay ,
6 Type D :ust an g f i ght ®r ai rc r af t c onduct ed a s t r a .f 

i ng
•

at t ack ag ai ns t t he ai r o4 s e of Aal borg . Duri ng t hi s at t ack  3 Ge ra,an t rai nin g

ai rcr af t were de st royed an d 2 wer e damage d ,

On 18 !.'.ay , no Arae r i cdn ai r c raf t appedred ov er t he Rei ch ' s t e rr i -

tory.

Ca ar a t ment of t he I Fi ght er Co rps

The f ol l    n i n ; f or ce s v e re empl oyed :
-- ------------ -- -

• On 17 J t:;y 191;1+: 4 f  g ht e r ai r c raf t .

Enerr,y Lo s s e s : 1 Type    :ust ang f   ght e r ::i rc raf t on 17 1r:dy 1944 .

Lo  s e s of Fri end?y For ce s : iJone .

1 5.
)    er i can   t t ack on Ber l i n and i ra un sct:-r e i g on 1 9 >i.ay 191F1+

  - - - - - - -   -   -     - - - - - 1 - - - - ^ - - M - - - - - -   -   - - - - - - - -

(See s ket ch ; home  ; i r def en s e , suppl ement 2U7 ! )

Ene my Ef f ort
_      _  _
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On 19     Y 1 9  +,
  he Ao er i can a i r f or ce st at i orled i a Gr   a t Br i t d i n di -

  bor. b i ng
r ect ed i t s  ̀ at t a ck s ag a i n s t   er l i n an d Br duns c},ri ei g . A smal l numbe r of bomb s

wa s d r op;:ed on Y  l e l an d s e ver a l di r f i e l d s i n Nor 't h e r n Ger man y. Acc or di n g t o

Ger man r e p or t s 900 b onb er s ,   50 s i n gl e - e ngi r e and 2 50 t wi n - en   i
.n e f i giit e r s

t o ok : a r t i n t h e s e of f en si ve op e r a t i on s . •

Res ul t s o f t he "
.
t t ac k s :

._     .  _ - -

I n Ber l i n : Heavy daa a gE t o bui l di ngs und cl i ght da o  lge t o i ndust r i al

in   t  a l at i ons .

I n Br a un s ch rre i g : `?l i gh t da,  :ag e t o b ui l di n g s and me di.um dama ge t o i
.ndu st r i

  a l i n   t  .l l a t i on s .  

By l ow- l eve l   t t a ck s aga i n st di r f i e l ds : 5   i r c r a f t d e st    oyed an d 13 a i r -

c r a f t dama ged .

The ope r  at i on ^ we r e cond uct ed a s Pol l ows :

: ccor d i ng t o u er r  an r ad i o i nt e l l i  , en ce r e  ;or t s i r e r i r c r a f t began

assembling at C;:00 rjours.

At 11 : 1+5 hou r s t he a i r c r a f t be  ,an t h e i r a r p ro a ch f l i gJ:'!t ovPr t he

I gl and of   r i t a i n i n ea st e r n d i r ec t i on .i f   }a
The f l i gh t c our s e of t he l s t Bomb er Oi vi si on : :,p1, r oa ch `f r om t tie a r e a a f Nor -

ti .i ch , n or t h - e a .  t e r n cour s e ucr o c s t Yie s out he r n s ec t i on of t he IJor t r    ea up

t o t h e a r e a of }-ie l i g ol -=nd , s out h --e a st e r n c our se vi a El be Est ua r y and a l on  t r

Bl be Ri ve r  1 ; t o Ber l i n . Ret ur n f l i ght i n nor t he r n di r e ct i on i n t o t he a r ea of

Gr e i f swal d , f r om t he r e by wa y o f t h e i sl and of Fe t  a r n , Schl e s  r i g , an d Nus um.

The f l i gh t cou r s e of t h e 2nd Bomber ll i vi ;  a n : Appr oa ch f li gkit f r om t he a r e a

Or e at Y lr niout h vi a t h e nor t h e r n s e ct i on of t he Zui d e r Sea i n ea st e r n d i r e c_ -

. t i on up t o t r e a r e :  o f Br a un s ch   e i g . Ret ur n f l i ght i n we st e r n di r e ct i an vi a
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•

Bi e l e f e l d , t he a r e d r.o r t Y: of   :uan st e r , ar.d J en K. a   ,

Tt1e ,
f l i ght cour•s e of t he 3r d Bo  be r n i vi s i on : App r oach uc r o s s t he s o ut he r n

s ect i on of t h e   ui de r  ̀ ea i n e , st e r n di r ac t i on i nt o t h e  : r e   . sout h of Lr aun -

sc  :wei g . The a i r c r a f t Fr oce e ded vi  ; t he ,: r e a of   -ag,d ®bu r g t o Be r l i n . They

r e t ur n ed li ke t h e un i t s of t r e 1 L'orr be r J i vi si on .

  pt    s mal l wu .t of t h.e l   t Eon  e r Di vi si on i nt r u -

dr  d f r on t h e a r e a o f F el i gol a nd i n ea st e r n di r ec t i on t o at t ack Ki e l a t 13 :1 4

r,our s .

St r on g e s cor t f i gr,t e r uni t s ope r :  t ed up t o t r,e t a r get «r ®a s ,

some of t h era e ven be f or e t he bon  e r s a r r i ved . I n add i t i on , d ur i ng t he bom-
cur r ent l

,y
  be r o   e r a t i on s f i gY t e r a i r c r a f t    r,i c     pr ovi ded a br oad cove r -̀ p en e t r at ed iae t -

v:een t }:e i s l «nd s of Bor kum an d Texe l 4c r o s s t he P  or t r. Sea c oa st i
.n

t o t h e

a r e a of IJ or t h e r n   er r. any . Lo  ,- l eve l s t r a f i r  a t t <<ck s we r e ca r r i e3 o ut a5a i ns

a i r f i e l d   ?.nd t r  ln s : or t a t i on f a ci l i t i e s i n L'ec kl enb ur g and a, ;a i n Gt t h e ai r

'.  .  s e s of Bur F, and   t enda l .

Cott ,  i t n ent of t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s
  _  _    _  ____  __   

Aga i n s t t he l st Bo rnbe r Di vi si on :
....._      - - - - - - - - - -

.
E

,y
t he l st Fi ght e r Di vi si on : A c om  a t un i t of t he 3r d Fi ght ar  : i n g . The a i r -

c r r, f t n s  :er  bl ed ove r t he b:ue r i t z s e e a nd p r oc ee-

d ed i n we st e r n di .r e c t i on . Ai r combat over t hs

area of Purchim .

The 2bt h Ttivi n - Fnt;i n e Fi ght e r  i i n g . Pr e c aut i o-

na r y a s s erab l y ove r Ldnd sbeTg on t he Y'a r t h e f or

c otreni t ment dga i n s t b otnbe r a whi c h mi ght p o s ai b -

1y, coming from Rerlin, proce®d in eastern di-

rection.
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Agai nst t he ?.n d Bomber Di vi si on :

_  .. _____- - -       _

Ry t he 2nd Fi ght er ' Di vi s i on :   c ombGt uni t of t he l l t h Fi ght e r Wi .r  . Af t er

assembly over Bremen the aircrai'L proceeded in

rection of Osnabrueck. Air comb3t over the area

of Vec ht a .

By t he 3 rti Fi ght er Di vi   i on : Coa bat uni t s of t he l st r, i gXtt e r  ':i ng and t he Fi gr

t er    :i ng f or SFec i al   l oyment .   f t e r a $s embl y

over  inden the aircraft proceeded in dire ction

of Osna br ue ck . The ti,i ng s suc c eeded , af t e r de t ou

ri ng t he   neri can f i g ht e r cov er , i n at t achin g

,
An,e ri can botnber uni t s wi t h good s uc ce s s ove r t he

a re a nort h o r Ustk.l
br ue ck .

Against the 3rd Bomber Divisi.on :

_ ----------------------

Uni t s of t he ?t h Fi g +t er Di vi si on : The l st   r oup/ 5t h Fi ght er ': i ng and t he

3rd Gr oup/ 3rd Fi g}it e r Y i ng . Af t e r a s s e mbl
.y ov er

I-ie r zogenaur aeh t he a.
i rc ra f t pr oc eed ed i n di r ec -

tion of trie Brocken in the Harz. Air combat in

t he ar ea of Br<<un 5c lnne i g .•
A comba t uni t of t he 27t r. Fi ght e r Vyi ng of t he

Fi gla er Co  nde r Ost sea rk . i n di rec t i on of   4agdo

burg . Succ e s s f  l ai r c omba t i n t he a rea nort h-

we st of Brauns chti  ei g .

 gainst returning bombers:

_ _______  _   

By t he l st and ?_nd Fi ght ®r Di   i s i ons : 26 f i ght er ai r craf t on a s e c ond  r.i .s -

si on i n di re ct i on of t he i s l and o t Fe hrr  rn   i

Kiel.
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Tot a l Ef f o r t : 1  51 si n g l e - en gi ne and t wi n - en gi
.ne f i ght e r ai r c r a f t .

En®n y Los s e s : 52 a i r c r a f t d e f i ni t ®l y shot d oNn .

8 a i r c r a f t p r oba bl y s h ot down .

I n addi t i on , by an t i ai r c r a  f t a r t i l l er y :

l g a i r c r a f t de f i ni t e l y shot down .

S a i r c r a f t p r ob +bl y sh ot doy n .

Losses of Fr i endl y For ce s : 42 ui r c r af t

-   .   - M - - - - - N - - - -

l b a i r c r a f t r e ce i v ed ov er 6G  darr  ge .

Lo s se s of per   onn e l : 1 0 ki l l ed ,

1 2 woun ded ,
•

  missing.  

Wea t her Condi t i on   :Rei ch ' s t e r r i t o r y : Br i ght

------- ----
Nor t h - of t h e l i n e Hu s u m - Ki s l : Bad we at he r .

Sp e c i a l I n f o r mat i on :

a .
) Bombe r f l i

.g
ht f or rr:at i on s an 19   aY 19 + 4

b omb e r
The f i r st   uni t app r oa ch ed i n l oos e f or ma t i on and i n gr oup s of a bout 20 t o j 0

ai r cr af t ke ep i n g a t i ir,e i nt e r va l of 5 t o 1 0 uii nut ®s . Th e f ol l owi n g urLi t s f or -

_
med a tight formation each and wer® Gtronger, generally they formed 3 groups

of 1,0 a i r c r a f t ea c h kee pi ng a di  ;t a nc e o £ 3 t o 5 id .l or::et er s . Of 1!, r e t u r ni ng

bombe r uni t s 6 f l ew c l os e : t oge t he r whi l e t h e r e st f l   i n a l oo se f o rmat i on .

The st r on   e st f or rr a t i on con si st e d of 8 gr oup   of 22 t o 27 a i r c r ;  "'t e ach ;

t rie s e gr oup s we r e f o l l owed by Gi n gl e a i r cr ; f t wr i ch a   pa r ent l y coul d n o l on -
cl os ed  Ame r i c r-,n

ge r keep p a c e wi t h t h e s pe od of t he i  f or rrwt i on . No   ' f i gY t c r s i r c r a f t x e r e

ob s e r ved e sc or t i
.n g t hi a   : t r ong f or lra t i on .

b .
) On 1 9 Na y 19 1 1E, t h e Ge r man r ada r s   t   s u cc eede d i n t a ki r  a bea r i ng on
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t he new :  e r i can   'edd o- s et and i n i nt e r cep t i n g wi t h go od

su cc ®s s t he A.mer i cun a i r b or n e  ;a t hf i nd e r eon i pment .

c,
} nntiaircr ft fire on lq   ay 19 4

TI-  f ol l ov i ng uni t s f i r ed :
g un s

I n t h ® ar e :  of b r a un s ch wei g : l 6 hea vy ba t t e r i e s wi t h 78   3:  00 r ouAd s

2 l i g ht ba t t e r i e s wi t h  l l  gun s .2
6y r oun dg

I n t h e ar e a of b er l i n : 80 bdt t e r i e s ti• i t h 1 52 gun s 17 121 r oun d s .

,
The gr ea t f l yi n g a l t i t ud e of th e bonb er s r educ ed t l: e ef f ec t of t he 8g - mi i

l i met e r ant i a i r c r a f t bat t e r   .e s .

d.
)

_  Th s r e su l t s of t h e a t t a ck on   er li n on l q h:uy 191  +
- _.______   .  _____    

During the period from 13 :50 to 11 :20 hours about 1200 demoli tian

bomb s , 50 000 i n c end i a r y b omb s equi ppe d v:i t ri a spe ci  sl st i ng a t t he p oi nt

( C  er rna n :   t abb r a ndb omb e )
, an d 10 00 0 l i qui d - i n c endi a r y b omb s we r e dr opped .

Odnage to material and loss®s of    rsonnel :

393 buildings totally destroyed,

2 517 oui l di ng s damaged ,

171 k i l l ed ,
• liJ.rO wo und ed , and

28 000 honiel e s s .

1 7 .
) Am®r i can At t a ck on Ki e l on 21   :ay 191.  +

- - - - - - - - - - , .      _.  . __   - -

( Se e s ke t c r. : home ai r d e f en se , s upp l emen t 20  ! )

EneRr y Ef f or t

  _ - _.___.   

During the period from 12:53 to 13:03 hours Kiel was attacked

by t   '0 b omber s p r ot e ct ed by st r ong f i ght e r i' or ce s .   me r i can f i gh t e r uni t s
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ti .i t h .  t ot al st r engt h of j 00 ai rcr af t si m ul t ane ousl y pe net rat ed i nt o t he
conducted strafing raids

are a of Nort h-  . e st er n , rIort he rn , and Cent ra l Germat  r.
Zhe yY gai n  

. 36 ai r
i ndu  t ri al  

ba ses , arnong t hem t he '' work ai r f i e l d s at Rut enberg near t r enzl au ,   .t Redl i n
dt

nea r  ', i t t s t oc k , and '  Schkeudi t z r  i t h g ood s uc c e s s .

   e s ul t s of thg at t ac k on Ki e l : F.ea vT, 
dcvnag® i n t he Navy s hi pbui l di ng pards

  ____  _____ ._- - - - - - - -
and considerable damage to buildings in the city area,

Damage s ca us ed b  l ow- l ev e l f i ght er at t acks :
-- ---------------------------------- -

57 ai rcr af t de s t roy ed ; t wo t ]̂.i rds of t hem v ere t rai ni   g ai r c raf t .

5ti ni rcr af t dr  ug ed .

Cacnmi t A,ent of t he I Fi   ht s r Corps
- - - -   - - - -           - -   -       - s   - - r -

Zhe following aircraft wers employed to repulss the attack on Kie1.:
    _   _ ________    ____ ..._    ____- - - .  .  _  ..._
By t he l gt , 2  1, 3rd , and 7t h Fi ght ®r Di vi s i oa s : 1$6 f i ght s r ai rcr af t af

which 101 engaged in combat.

The bomber op    ra t i on ag::i n   t l:i c:l wa s i ni t i al l y cons i dQre d a s a

s e conda ry act i on . Thi s opi r.i vn of t he Headc uz rt e r s of t he I Fi ght s r Corp s

wa s ba se d on   . report of t he 2nd Fi gY t er Di vi si on ac cor di ng t o whi ch bwnbe r

uni t s pro ceeded f rom t he are a of Lue be ck i n Gout h- ea st e r n di re c t i on . '  !- i a
•

report r e s ul t ed i n a co  i t r ent of t he   i .t s of t he l s t :4'i ght er Di vi s i on

in direction of berlin. Later it was revealed th t the fighters mention®d

in the report of the 2nd Fighter Division had been iriondly aircraft,

Activities of the antiaircraft artillery

The f ol l owi ng ammuni t i on wa s di s chdr ged wi t ho ut any s uc ce s s :

I n t he are a o f lti e l : b$ he avy bat t e ri e s -rri t h   38  v n9 .f
i r ed 21 ?  r ound s and

4 l i ght bat t e r i ®s j i t h 17 g uns f  r ed 417 round s .
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Enea v Lo s s e s : 13 a i r c r a f t d e f i ni t el y sr ot down .
    .    _  _

3 Gi r c r a f t t r obabl y shot d o  .n .

Lo s s e s of Fr i cndl     For ces : 7 a i r c r a f t deGt royed ,
-----------------------

:2 a i r cr   f t r .i   si n  ,

4 a i r c r wf t d•  rl .  ed .

Los s e s of   e r s onn el : 3 ld l i ed ,

2 wounded,

4 rti s si ng .

j  ea.
t he r Condi t i ons : 5/ 10 t o 2f 10 c urr.ul us c l ouds dt z 500 n e t e r s .

Spec i a 1 I nyor   at i on :
- - - - .  M .  - - r   - - - w

•
The 20 - mi l l i met e r  .n t i :  i r c r   f t g un s er pl oyed on t he ai r

did
f i e l d of ScY;}:eudi t z   not f i re  , t t he Type   :ust ang a i r c r a f t    h.

i cr ap -

F r oached dt   n < ;l t i t ud e of 5  r:e t e r Q i n or<ie r not t o endan,  e r f ri endl y i nst dl

lations.

1S .
) An,e r i c .n     ht e r ' t t ack s on 2 2   nd   3 t .:a y 1 }1    .

- - - - - - - - - - - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - r - - - - - - - - -

Er.ear y :  f f or t

  On '=2 and 23   ;ay 191+1, , sma 11 H;,e ri c ar. f i   ht er uni t s ca rr i ed out

bocr,bi ng and st r af i n  at t acks v i t hout s c or i n  c onsi d®r abl e s ucce s s a; ai ns t

a number od r i r•f i el ds and t rans po rt at i on f a c i i i t i e s i r  t  ort n=, e st e rn i e rma-

qY•

Carnr̂.d.t me nt o f t he I F  .  ht e r Corps

The c or ns wa s not ope rat i onal l y err  l oyed .

Er  my Lo s s®s : Enemy l o s se s we re not obs e r ve d ,

Lo s se s of F r i end l y For ce s : IJone ,
- - - - - - - - -       - - - - -
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19. ) Am®ri can At t acka on Bvrl i n and   'i enna c  2l    ay 19l J 
._   _____________________

(3•e akstch: homs air dafsnasy auppl  nt 209!)

Envmy Eff ort
.  _

Ths follawing operationa wmr. conductsd by th® Ameriaan air foresa:

Fra n t he ai r ba ss i n Great Bri t ai n :
    . w - w

Duri ng t   i: ps r i od f r om 10 : 58 t c  11 : 24
.
houFre 600 bamb. r ai r   ; I

craft carri®d out a heavy attaek on Bsrlin and fightsr fores fl.x low-lev.

at t a cks ag ai ns t 11 a i r ba as e and 41 t arg s t s of t hs t ran   por t at 3.on ay et s  a 

among t hem 36 t r ai ns i .t 
t hs ar s a of '  e st.vr n and Nora    IPa t s rr  GQrmany . Th.

 
bomb s r s i nt r uds d by way o f Schl e swi g- Iiol at s i n and  

. 
kl s nburg .

  A t ot al st r. ngth of 1   j0 ba  bs r s of t hs 5t ia, 7t h , and 31 Ot h

Bombs r Y  i ng a at t acksd t ho t hs aouct hs rn asct i on of t hs ai t y arsa of Vi . nna

and Wi sa. r   lsust adt .

Rsanlta oi th• attackas
_____ _____  -

I n B. rl i n : Thv f ol l owi ng oxpl oai vvs wsr s droppsd : 2500 demcl i t i on bomba,
_ ..___.____

?0 400 inc•ndiar  bombs sauipped rrith a ep.cial stirig at ths

- i.n
t Gsrman : St a bbr andbo nbs a yd 10 000 l i qvi d i nc s ndi arPo    

,  

bomb s .

  ;ai p damags i n : Ci t y csnt sr , Prenzl au sr Bsrg , Hor at   lir's aal pl at s ,

and Sismpnaatadt.

- D  Aa to matsrial and loessa of p.r onnel:

59b bui l di Aga ds at raysd , 617   oundsd „ at:d

26g0 bui l di nga dam sg  d , 35 000 ha me l s as .

1g.2 ki ].l ed ,
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At ai r ba se a 7 ai r cr af t we r e de st r oyed and 3 ai r c raf t ws r e dama gs d .

I n t he a rs a of Vi snna : The Rax - works i n  , i ene r   eust adt Vr. re he dvi l y dama -

-     -     - -     - -     -       .

ged .

Co madt ment of t r e I Fi ght s r Corpa
r - - - -   - - -   - M     -     - - -   - - - - - - -

7 he f o l l owi ng f or ce a   ors empl oy ed :

- - - - - - .      - - - __- _ - - _- ._. -

To re pul s e t he at t ack on Bs r li n :
  - - - - - - - -    

Units of ths lst, 2nd,
3rd, and ?th Fighter Divisions with   total strength

of 25 5 si r  l e -  ngi n® an d 31 t wi n- e ngi ne f i gt t e r s of  whi c h 222 f i ght e r s en -
i

gag.d in combat.

To repulss the attack on Vienna:

- - - - - - -   .  .  _.   

By t h® Fi ght ®r CammundQr 0   t ma rk : i hs 27t h Fi gtit er    in g and t he 1 st Gr oup/

  30 2nd Fi ght e r : . i ng as wel l a e Hunga ri  .in f i ghts r f or c e s ; t he t o t al st r engt h.

of thsse forces amounted to 111 single-engine and 35 Lwin-engine fighters

of v hi ch ]
.
24 ai r c raf t engag ed in comba t .

Tot a l Ef f o rt : 1+3 2 si ngl e   ngi ne an d t wi n - engi ne f i ght er ai r cr af t .
- - - - - - - - -         _ r   _- - - - - - - - ----- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

' Act i vi t i e s of t he ant i ai r cfra f t ar t i l l ery :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _      _- - _- , -- - - - - -

  'he f o l l o  ri ng amount of amn,uni t i on was di scY arge d :

I n t he are a of Nor t he rn G®rmany : 462 he avy bat t s r i e 9 f i red 39 6 55 ro und s

of   hi cY-: 19 039 round s we re f i red by 87 haavy bat t e ri e s i n t he are a of Bs r

l i n .

I n t h e ar eas of Vi enna an d Bruck on t Y,e h'.ur : 622 gun s o f heavy bat t eri e a

  i red 20 361 r ound s .
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Enemy Losa s:
- -   _  ______

I n Nor t her n Germany : 37 bombe r and 13 f i ght e r ai.r cr af t ;

t ha t i s : 50 a i r c r d i't de f i ni t e l y shot down .

7 a i r c r a f t pr obab l y chot dov n .

I n addi  t i on , t r.e f ol l owi n g a i r c r a f t v ere s h ot dor n by

dntiaircraft artillery :

g bombe r an d 5 f i ght e r ai r c r a f t ;

t l-;at i s : 13 a i r c r a f t d®f i r,i t e l y sh ot down .

4 a i r c r a f t r  r oba bl y sh ot d own .

_ In th® area of Vienna :22 bo©ber and 1 fighter aircraft;
_

__._.   
t h at i a : 23 a i r c r a f t de f i ni t e l y sh ot down .

2 ai r c r af t pr ob a hl y sh ot drn r n .

I n add i t i on , t he f ol l owi ng af r cr a f t were sr.ot d o r n by

ant i ai r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y :

8 bomb er ai r c r a f t de f i ni t ®l y sh ot down .

2 a i r c r a f t pr oba b l y sYiot d own .

Tot a l l o s   e s ; 94 a i r c r af t de f i ni t e l y sriot down .
- - -       - - -

. 15 a i r c r a f t pr oba bl y nr ot down .

Los se e of F r i e n dl y For ce s :

I n Nor t he r n Ger man y : 17 ai r c r ,:f t d e st r oye d ,

13 a i r c r a f t mi s si ng ,

18 aircralt damaged.

Los se s o f pe r  -onn s l : 1  ld l l ad ,

8 wound.d,

]
-4 mi s si ng .
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I n t he ar t a of Vi ®nna : 3 ai rcr af t de st royed ,
. . . - - - - N     - - - -   - N - - -   /

7 ai r cr af t mi s s i r  ,

6 ai r craf t d  :aged .

Lo s ee s of per s onne l : 2 k i l l ed ,

j wounded ,

7 missing.

Tot al l o s s e s : 20 ai r c raf t dest royed ,

2 0 ai r e r a f t   :i s si ng ,

21  ai .rc raf t damaged .

Losses of  ;ersonnel: 6 killed,

_ 11 wounded,'
21 missing.

P ea.
t her Condi t i on s : Nort her n Ge rman y : Cl oudl ®s s .  

M y M
ArQa of Vi enna : 3 / 10 t o 9/ 10 cl ouds .

20 .
) 1lrner i can Fi ght ar At t acks on   5 and   b    ty 19 4 

-------- - - --- -------------------- 

Enemy Ef fo rt

r - - - w - -  

On 2 5 an d 26 Natiy 19  ,   7-
1 r'-r e r i can f i    t er uni t s c onduct ed bom-

 
bi ng : rsd st ra f i n , at t acks   g ai n st  si r f i e l d s i n : , e st ern  ̀ ers:.any wi t ho ut s c o-

'
r i ng  . r  r succes s .

Comc.  ;  ,men t of t he I Fi ght er Corps

The corp s w ;s not op®r ut i Ona l l y er    :l oyed .

Enen  r Los se s : Enemy l o s s e s war e not ob se rved .
  ._    __ .

Lo s 4e s o f Fri endl y For c e s :      
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21 .
) Ameri ca.n At t a cks on Ci t i e s  .nd N,ai l r oad I nst ul l .a

t i on s i n Sout h   'de s t ern
- -   _      .  .  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Gerraany , i n Al sa c e - Lorrai ne a s wel l as i n t he Saar +lrs a on 2'  ' -   1941F
--- -- ----- --------------------M       __  ________  _. 

( Sce sks t ch : home ai r de f anse , suppl emant 210 ; )

Ene  y EPf ort

Duri ng t he per i od f r om 12 : 00 t o 12 : 50 hour s , st r on ; Ame ri can bo 

be r uni t s ( 90 0 ai r cr af t ? ) at t a cked t he f oi l o  i ng t a r ;e t s :

St r ds s bourg , ci t y a re a and f re i gh t   t ut i on ,

Kar l sr uhe , t ran sport at i on f a ci a t i ®s ,

Mannhei m, t ran spor t dt i on f dc i l .
i t i e s ,

Lud  i g shaf en , ci t y ar e a and i ndust ri al e st dbl i sru  ent s ,•
5  a rbrue cken ,

b:et z , and

Tri e r .

 ie sul t s of t he  ,t t a ck : ConRi de ra bl e d :     ge s t o t r an9  ort at i on f a ci l i t i e s and
  .__  __  _______,  

i n i ndu st ri al e st   .bl i sYur.en t s , I n addi t i on , t h e f ol l o-

wi n ~ d +n a.g e s uye r ® c   us ed on t hr es  ii r f i e l d s 1 ;  l ow- l ev el at t a cks b r Ame  i ca

f i   t e r s : Q ai r craf t de s t royed  :nd 6 ai rcr af t damaged .

•
Coemmi t ra®nt of t h e I Fi   ht er Corp s

The f ol l otivi ng For ce s were empl oy ed :
- - - - - .  ..-     - - - - - - - - - -

fighter
U:.i t s of t he   t h I'i ght ®r Di vi s i on v i t h a t ot al s t r engt h of 89vai rc ra f t .

_  _          _  __._  _     

The f o r c®s of t he l s t , 2nd , and 3rd Fi g  t er i  i vi ci ons coul d not be cowa4i t t ed

owi ng t o bad » e a t her condi t i on s .

Ther s ar e no dat a avai l abl e on t he e or. r s t r ent of uni t s o f t h e Trd
.: 1   3.=' FI ®•

Command .
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,

'  ct i vi t i e s of t he ant i ai r c raf t a r t i l l e r y
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The f ol l oti :i n   ,  .r. oun t o f ar   uni t i on wa s di sc}:•  r  ed :

72 he avy ti r  t t eri e s f i red 16 b60 rounds .

Er.e  Los s e s : ]1 borrbe r and   f i ght er ai rcr   f t ;  

- ----- -
' t hat i s : 11  a i r c r a f t de f i ni t e l y st ot down .

I n addi t i on , t l e f ol l o  -ri r  ui r c r   f t c.e r e shot down by ant i -

:. 
i r c r   f t a r t i l l e r y :

13 bombe r and 1 f i ght e r ai
.r c r a f t ;

t } at i g : 11  4i r c r a f t de f i ni t e l s  shot uown .  

2 ai r cr af t p r obc bl y Qhot d rnnn .
'

Tot al Lo s se s : 28 ai rc raf t de f i ni t e l y shot doti• n ,

2 c i r c r z:f t p r a ba hl y shot do :r, .

Lo s s es o f Fr i endl y Force s : ].h ai rc ra f t de ct royec  ,
- - - - -       _____ 

• 2  a r c r a f t li :i s s i ng ,

11  : ,i r cra f t dama  ed ,

 
Y'  . at hs r Condi t i ons : S averal st rat a of c l oud s , part i al l y d®n s e .
- - - - - - - __..._ ...__  _._

22 ,
) Ame ri ca.n f t t acks on I nst al l at i on s of t he Fue l and Arnams nt I ndust ry i n

_  r _ ._,_      _  _     ...__ __._____
Cent r al Germar  on   8 I+̀.ay 1944
  -   - w - - - - -   .   - - -  

(See sketch : hams air defense, supplement 2

Enea;y Ef f art
  ___  _  _

On ?,  l :ay 191  1  , 1000 bo   be r a i r c r a f t oi" t he l st , ?n d , and 3rd

Bombe r Di vi si ons e s cort ed by ext r e  e l y st r on   f i gY'jt e r f or cQS oper at ed f r am
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.
.

t Y:e I'.: i t i s}: ai z• b   s e a  ; ai n st t he a r   a of Cent r  a Ger   ,.  ny . Dur i n  t he l e r i od

f r om 13 :00 t o 16 : 00 }:ou r s t he y a t t a c4<ed t },e f ol l oz°ri n  ; t a r   e t s :

}:'A  d ebu r g ; ,.
hyd    oge n et i on pl a nt and u r .  or de  .

ot ,

De g s   u , J unlce r a - a i r c r   ;f t f a c t or i e s ,

Sch ,̂ a r z} e i de r ea r Ruhl an d , hyd r o ;ene t i cn   l  ult s ,

I
.eu_n  , h; d r o;-en e t i on r l ant s ,

'. i r.t e r s ha l l   . G. ,  :ydr o,,_,ene t i on p l snt s ,

i
. : uch : , r. o

t o r f a ct a r i e s ,

I :oc h •i t z , c el l ul ose i - e t or _e   ,

T: o e ;,
l i t z ,    yd r e ;-e ; e t : or   ; l r:uzt .

•
Ahout 1 0 For t ,. e s s - b oa be r s c ond uc t e d a second a r y at t a ck or_ Koe ]n . Out -

released

si d e t he ci t y a r e a pr ot e c t e d b y a.n t i a i r c r d i t ni•t i l l
_e r y t hey     l i de r mo

.

ne g (Ger rn a n • Gl ei t n,i n en )    hi ch dr opp ed at u i l a t gl i di ng an   l e a  at d

a ea s u r ed
. v e l oc i t y of l  '0 n e t e r s pc r   e c ond an d det ona t e d on t he

ground only zfter rerEat,ed bouncin .

  .-ae r i can f i   ht e r uni t s di r ec t e d l o  ̂r- l eve l at t a ck s a   ai n st a i r f i el d s

a nd t r a r. s por t   t i on £Gci l i t i e s i n Cent r a l Ger many .

, F.e qu l t s of t he at t a e k s : Var i ou s datr:a  ;e s we i  c a u sed . Fea v y dd  a ge s wer e cau se

i n :

  ag debu r   , nr n or dep ot
 

Ds s s r u , su   a r r e i'i ne r y , ar.d i n t r e

hvdr o , en e t i on pl an t s of `'cr. °r,_ r   Y ei de ,

7 r oe   ,
l i t z , a r.d V; i nt e r   Y.a l l .

Cn a i r f i e l d i : 6 a i r c r di t d e ; t r oyed an d

11 ai r c r r.f t d   :a   ed .
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Comr. .
i t mer.t of t he I Fi gY t e r Cor p  

f o r c e s
The f o l l o. ri ng

  c v;e r e empl oy e d :

Uni t s o f t h e l st , 2r:d ,   n d J r 3 Fi gh t e r   i vi ci on s an d of t he r'i ght e r   om-

rr.  n  Ie r   chl e si en  :i t r    t o t   l st r en  ;t  -i of 33  si n gl e - en bi ne and t wi n - engi
.ne

f i gl t e r s of r t.i c t,   66 : i    t e r ::i r c r a f t en   a g ed i n c or  b a t .

  et i vi t i e s of t h e 4n t i  :i r c r  :f t .:r t i l l e r y :

The f o l l otiyi r. ; ar. ount of  -urJUUni t i on r us di s c i:  r ged :

39 q r:e avy bGt t e r i e s _f
'i r e d 3  000 r ound G an d

• 63 light batteries fired lb 770 rounds.  

r.ne rr{y Lo s ae s : 36 bornb e r z,n d 11 f i ght e r di r c r uf t ;

 
t ha t i s : 1  7   i r c r r f t de f i rz t e l y s r,ot down .

5 a i r cr :=f t p r obabl v sh ot d onn .

I n add i t i on , t r e f ol l rn   i ng   .i r c r af t  r.e r e qhot d own r y ant i  :i r -

c r af t ur t i ll e r y :

 ?0 a i r c r a f t de f i ni t e l y sr ot d oa.n .

Tot a l Lo s s e s : 67 a i
.r c r a f t d e f i n i t e l   °hot dovrn ,•

__ __  __  ___
5   r c r di t Fr obrib l y r r:vt d o  n .

Los s e s o f F r i endl y t 'or ce a : 3y a i r c r a f t d e st    oy ed ,

5 a i r c r ;  f t r-,i s s i n ; ,

31+   i r c r    f t dau a ged .

i..o s Ge s o f ; e r   onne l : 1 5 ki l l ed ,

i b ti .o un ded ,

,
3 u:i.s si r  .

  : ea t h e r Condi t i on s : Br i   t t o cl oudl e s s .
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23 .
) r'l  e r i c  :n  ":t t ack s an ; rmal  ent Fl ant s an d  =i r f  e l d s i n Cent r al and Ea st e rn

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -        
Germany , t he Hydrogenet i on i l ant of Poe li t z nea r St e t t i n as v,e11 a s on Arma -
- -   . - - - - - w - - - - w w M - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - - - - -   -   -   w - - - - - -

me nt Pl an t s i n t he Are a of Vi enna on 29 Iti ay 1941,.
  _  _ __ _  _   .  _    _ _    __._

• (See sket ch : r ome  ;i r def ense , suppl er; ent 212 ! )

Ene  y Ef f ort

The f ol l otiwi ng op®rat i ons n ere c onduct e d   y t he :   ne r i can ai r f ar ce s :

Frau  t he ai r   as e i n Great F r i t ai n :
.

A l ar ge - qcal e at t a ck wi t h 1100 bowbe r ai rcr a f t of t he l st , 2rid ,

and 3 rd Bo nbe r Di vi si on s e sc o rt ed L-y st rong f i ght e r f a rc e s ugai ns t nr   ur_ent
• ag ai n st t he

t ar get s at Lei pz3 g , Cot t bus , '̀orau , I•:r s e si nki near Po   nan , and   oa  hy -

drog enet i on pl ant of Poel i t z ne a
    t s t t i n duri ng t he pe ri od f r om 1 2 : ?.1 . t o

13 :2 5 hour s .

Low- l e ve l at t ack s v i t h a numbe r of f i g ht e r uni t s ag ai n st ai r f i s l d

and t he ra i l
.tivay t r af f i c i n Ea St arn Germany . El ement s of Amer i can f i g ht er uni t s

pene t rat ed i nt o t he ar ea of Frankt tir t on t he Ode r .

Fr o m t h® ai r ba se i n I t a l y :  
_________________  _   

  An attack against armament plants in the area of Visnna an d in

t he are a of ', i ene r   eu.  t adt wi t h 6 00 bomber ai rc raf t of t he 5t h , 1,7t r , 55t h ,

and 301+t h Bo mber ' :i ng s duri ng t he per i od f  om 10 : 25 t o 10 :1 5 ho ur s . The For -

treas- and Liberatoru nits were protected by strong fighter forces (Lightning-

and   :ust ang- f i ght e r s ) .

Phot o of t h® Armament Pl ant of I{r se si nlci ne ar Poznan pr i or
-------------- ---------------------------------
t o t he  lmer i can At t ack oci 29  ::ay 191 .1a.
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Re s ul t a of t he at t ack :

}3y f o r ce s i nt r udi ng f r om t he Nor t h :
------ -- - -- --------

  l ant s
Con s i de r a   l e da a age s i n t he a r rr .ascent   of Ea gt e r n Ger many ; r ydr og e-

net i on pl a r t pu t out of ope r a t i on ( s  sp e c i a l i nf or ma t i on ) ; he2 vy

dama ge s i n t h e pr odu ct i on es t abl i 5t i:e n t s a nd on t he a i r f i e l d s b y

hi gh - a l t i t ude and l ow- l evel a t t z ck s ; among ot h e r dr  tr:a ge s 9G ai r c r a f

we r e de st r oyed znd 53 a i r c r a f t we r e d an aged .

Dama ge c au sed t o t he r a i l r oad t r a f f i c by l ow- l eve l a t t ack s : 16 en -

g  ne s d a.ma ged .

By f or ce s i nt r udi ng f r om t hQ Sout h :•
------- --- ---------------

Lasting effects on the attacked factories in the area of Vionna and

i n ':r'i en e r - Neu st adt .

  mong ot h er dama ge s : 9 a i r c r a f t and a gr e a t n umber of a i r c r af t en - •

gi
.ne 4 d e st r oye d a s   e l l a s l  2 i r c r «f t dama ged .

Com  :i t ment of t he I Fi gh t e r Cor p s
- -   - - - - - - - - - - - w   .   - - - - -

Zhe f ol l o-rvi ng f or c e Q we r e emp l oyed : '

_ To r epul s e t he f o r ce s i nt r udi n g f r om t h e I  or t h :
_     ____   ----------------  _    _____--

By t he l st , 2nd , an d 3r d Fi gh t e r Di vi s i on s : 27 5 si ngl e - engi ne an d t v  i n - engi ne

fighter uircraft,

by t h e Fi ght e r Cammand er Ost p r e u s s en : 22 si ng l e - en g i n e f i gta e r a i r c r a f t ,

by t he : i gh t e r Command e r Schl e si e n : 51  si ngl e - engi ne f i   t e r a i r c r a f t .

Tot a l : 3 51 s i ng l e - engi ne an d t wi n   n g  ne
-     - - -   r - - - • r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .     -   .

f i gh t e r s i r c r a f t of Khi ch 2 08

- - -     _ 
f i •ht e r_ 

a i r c r a .f"
t enga  ; ed i n c ombat ,
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S   r

r
- _

r hot o of t he Ar r  ,  n:en t ha c t or y of Lei p zi  ,- fie i t e r bl i e k

- - -     , .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
a f t e r t r,e tUr,er i can Ai r At t a ck on 2y I ..ay 1y1 4

To r epu l s e t h e f or c es i nt r ud i ng f r om t h e Sout Y  :

Ey t he 7t h Fi gh t e r Di vi si on ( ? i oht e r Comr.  nd e r Gst r  a r k ) : 1  Qi ng l e   ngi ne ar d

:1 t   i n --e ngi ne f i ght e r gr oup s v i t h u t ot a l st r en g

of 10 1   i r c r a f t .

Tot al Ef f o r t : l  52 4i ng l e - e n gi ne and t wi n- e n   i ne f i   ht e r a i r c  .• ,f t ,

  ,; i,   •  i _ .. .  . ' t }  c   r t . ' __,  .   : 'i ar t i l l e r y :
--------------------------- ----•

The f ol l d  i n ,  :  ount of : .  mun i t i on  •.   s f i r ed :

I n t } e t a r   e t ,  r e  : of t he f or ce s i nt r udi n g f r ar  t he Nor t h :

8 5 r;e < vy b:. t t e r i e s f i r ed 14 3 +2 r o und s  lnd

2 li gh t ba t t e r i e s f i r ed 5k3 =oun d s .

I n t he a r ea of Vi enn  <{nd i n t h e a r ea of h r u ck on t he b;ur :

C9 1- ew y bs t t e r i e s f i r e d 3800 r oul d s an d

• 1 l i   t ba t t e r y f i r ed 376 : ound s .

Enerr    Los se s :

For ce s i .n t r u di n  f r om t h e Aor t h : y7 s i r c r   f t d e f i ni t e l y shot dotiyn ,

  ~   r y  .i r c r a f t i- r o b zbl y °hot d o tin .

I n dddi t :i on , t h e f o11 o    i n g :  i r c r a f t ri e : e

  r.ot do ti n   y ;.nt i   i r c r a f t dr t i l l e r y :

ly  i.rcra
ft definitely shot down,

;     i r c r a f t : r o b  bl y   i  ot d own .
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.

For ce s i nt r ud i ng f r om t h e Sout h : ? a i r c r a f t de f i ni t e  
,q sY ot down ,

_+   _...___ _- - - - - - - -
? a i r c r a f t pr obab l y sh ot down .

Tn a dd i t i an , t he i"o l l awi ng a i r c r a f t wer e

s hot d own by an t i a i r c r <<f t a r t i l l e r y :

y a i r c r   f t de f i ni t el y 4riot down ,

3 a i r c r a f t pr obab l y sh ot down .

Total Losses: L18 aircraft dsfinitely shot down,
_.._    _____. .

21 ai r c r a f t pr o bab l y Shot down .

Lo ss e s of Fr i endl y For ce s :
____  ______.  _  _- - - -

•
Ca     ed b y f or c e s i nt r ud i nf,

£r om t h e 1:or t h : 2 5 a i r c r a f t de st r oy ed ,
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     ____

_
6 :  i r c r a f t n.i s si ng ,

16 a i r c r a f t d   a ged .

- Losses of personnel : 15 killed,

i
.
5 wounded ,

b II l   s 1 Y]g .

Cau s ed by f or c e s i nt r ud i
.n g f r om t r:e Sout h : 2 1 a i r c r a f t de st r oy e d ,

_              ____  f       - -
1 a i r c r a f t xi3.s ai ng ,

• 2 a i r c r a.
f t d  ..m age d .

Losses of personnel : 21 killed,

7   ounded ,

3   i
. s a2r  .

Tot a l Lo s s e s : l b ai r c r 3 f t de st r oyed ,

. 7 a i r c r a f t mi s ai n g ,

18 a i r c r s f L darr:aga d .

  os s e s of pe r sonne l : 36 ki l l ed ,

22 i ound ed , and  
a tr,i ° si n g .
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 h' ea t he r Condi t i on s : I n h or t he r n Ge r mar y al mo st c l oudl e s s .
    _ - - - - - - - -

  peci al I nf armat i on :

Fte s ul t q of th e a t t uck on t r e h ydr oge ne t i on pl ant at }' oe l i t z n ea r St e t t i n :

- - . ..   .       -   - . .   - r     - - a . -   .     - w                 -   - r -   .    - - - -     w - -   -   - - - -   - -

pn 29 t.:a.y
19 +4 , t he hrYdr ogen et i on pl ant e t Poe l i t z vrhi ch had a ca pa-

ci t y of 1 7 d00 mot o an d wor ked   .  i nl y f or t he Luf t v,a f f e v.a s dama ged t o s uch

an ext ent t hat i t w« s unab l e t o oper  a e f or «t l ea st t wo [riont Y: s .
(S our c e :

r e : or t o f t h e of f i ce r i n ch a r   e o f f ue l cupp i y i n t r.e Br an ch of   Suppl y

an d Adrni n i s t r at i on of t he  ' eh r a a cht Oper a t i on s St uf f of J une l y J. 1 .
)

.

• Fhot o of t r e .1r ma  en t Pl xnt of Kr s e si nki n ea r r o znan a f t e r
------------------ ------

t h e Ame r i c .n Ai r %t t ack on 29 .
  :ay 1944

2 1, .
) Ame r i can At t a ck s on Armament Y' l ant s i n t h e Ar e a o f   ent r a l Ge r man 3r ,

- - - - r   - M M   - - -     - - -   -   -   r                         r   -     - - -   -           - -

on Ai r f i e l d s i n rSor t h Er n Ger many , a nd on I ndu st r i a l I n st a l l at i on s i n Au st r i a

.    _  _  _  __    _______- - - _  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
on 30   iay 1941+

(5eo aketch: home air defenas, supplement 2131)

  Enomy Effort

w   . -   r -  

The f ol l owi ng op er dt i on a we r t con duc t ed by t tie Amer i can a i r f or c®s :

-       w w - -   r- - - r - . . - -   -   - -         - r - .      r - - -   s -   r

Fr orn t he 3i r ba se i n Gr ea t Br i t ai n :
_--__ -- ---------------

At t a ck s wi t h 6 50 bomb er •G.
i r c r a f t on i n d u st r 3 a 1 i n 5t a l l a t i on a i n t ht

a r e a of Hal be r st ad t
, De s s du , Osch cr s l eb en , and on 6 a i r f i el d Q i n   ;or t he r n

Ger rnany dur i n   t he pe r i od f r om 10 : 1 3 t o 11 :1 5 hour s .
r i t h se ve r :  l f i ght e r u,t 

i t a
 trafing attack:Yugainst railroad targets 

THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

  _2  _  

Fr om t h e a i r t _  s e i n I t   .l y :

At t ack s Y i t h 50 0 bo nber a i r c r a f t of t he 5t h , 47 , 49 , 5 5,  

3 01 t h Bombe r ti'di.a g s on i r d u s t r i al t a r g e t s i n t he a r e a o f Vi enna ,    i en e r   Ieu -

s t adt ,
Li n z , and on   i r f i e l d s i n t he a r es of t he Up;: e r and Low®r Danu be

du r i ng t he p er i od of 10 : 2 2 t o 10 : 50 h our s . I n t hi s ope r r t i on t h e bombar s

d s t our ed t h e a r ea of   x s t ey r wrii c r, wa Q pr ot e ct ed
.

by ant i a i r c r a f t a r t i l

lery.

P e sul t s of t h e At t a ck s :

I n Cent r a l an d i  or t he r n Ge rmany :   l
.
i
.g

ht d3m.a ge i n t he in du at r i a l i n s t a l l a -
.   _r ____    _   ___     ___  __ 

t i on s . On t he ai r f i e l d s 48 a i r c r a f t rti e r e

  de st r oyed and 3q a i r c r a f t wer e daa a ged .

Tn add i t i on , 8 l oc omot i ve s an d 9 r   i l r o id

c ar s we r e d ar. ag ed by 11  st r a f i ng a t t a ck s .

I n Au st r i a : Sli ght d a rr,age t o i nd u st r i a l i n s t ul l a t ; on s . 1 8 a i r c r a f t were de s -
- -    

t r oyed a nd k a i r c r a f t wer e d auia a ed i n an a i r c r a f t f a ct or y , xi r -

f i e l d i n st al l a t i on s at ';, e l a we r e he a vi l y damaged .

  Commi t n,ent o f t h e I Fi g ht e r Cor p s
.  __  _    ___________ 

f or ce s
Tr.e f oll otivi ng   E we re empl oyed :

By t r e l st , 2nd , an d 3 r d Fi ght e r Di vi s i on s 18 5 f i ght s r a i r c r a f t of whi ch

]
.t{

2 f i ght e r s en ga ged i n c omba t .

T o r epul s e an at t a c k on Au Gt r i a :
_ y _ S _ _ _ _ _ _ V _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ N _ _ M _ _ _ _

By t he 7t h Fi g ht e r Di vi s i on (  ' i g ta e r Comn;a nd er p ;qt   r k   57 f i ght e r a i r c r a f t

  of which lq fightera engaged in combat .
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Tot a l Ef f or t : 2.
  .2 f i gb t e r a i r c r a f t

  _______    .   .- ____  Y   _

Activitias of ths antiaircraft artillery:

  ____  ..._ _ - - - -

? he f o l l owi ng amount of a,aur,uni t i on wa s di s cha r ged :

To rspulae an attack on Cantral German;y:
  _____    .  .  ______   - __- .._ .

161  heavy batteries fir.d 13 20b rounds.

To repulae an attack on Austria:
    r   .   w               w .   

3 9 hs a vy bat t er i e a f i r ed 17 O10 r ound e .
  '

  Ene   y Lo as s a :
/

 

  .  _- - - - - -   .

I n C®nt r a l Gerlcar y : ` 7 bo cbe r an d   f i ght e r a i r c r a f t ;

t t  t i s : 1 5 «i r cr af t de f i ni t el y shot down .

3 aircraft rrobably qhot down.

In addition,
the following aircraft were shot down

.    _- - - - - - - - - - -   ,  ____  _  _  _   _____
 b   a nt i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y :

, • __      - - - - - -  - --- - - - - -
6 bomber and 2 fighter aircraf̀t 

t ha t i s : 6 a i r c r a f t̀ d e f i r ,
i t c l y shot d own .

    a i rcra f t  .r ob +bl y shot down .

I n Au s t r i a : ? s i r c r a f t de f i ni t el y shot down ,

? aircraft probably shot down.

In addition , the following aircraft wers shot doKn

      -----------------------------__ _- ---
by antiaircraft artillery:

_   _ 
11 aircratt definitely shot down.

Tot al Lo sss a: 3L  ai r cr a f t de f i.ni t el ,y shot down,
    _

7 a   c r a f t :;r oba bl y   hot down .
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Los ses of Fr i endl y Force s :

I n Cent ral Ger r,   r y : 32 ai r c raf t de s   royed ,
-------------- -- - 

!
5 ai rc r  :l't m:i s si ng , .

1J  :i r craf t dan age d .

Lo ms e s o f ; e r   onne l : 27 ki l i ed ,

:' 1   round e :  ,

  r,- i s s i ng .

I n Aust ri   : 1F a i r c r  -  f t de   t r oy e:  ,

 i a i rc raf t rni s si ng ,

3 a i r c r   f t̀ d  rm   ged .
•

Lo s s e s o!'   e r   onne l : i:one .

Total Losses: 36 aircraft destro;;ed,
-------------

11    i r c r  tf t ::.i   s.
i ng ,

yC ai rc raf t dar.  ged .

Losses of personnel: 27 killed,

21   ,ounded ,

5 n:i s s i ng .

• V4eat l:er Condi t i on s : Nort he rn Gerr  any and   u st r•i a : Br i   ,
ht t o c l oudl e s s .

-------------------

5 pec i  il I nf ormat i on : On 30 I: ay 191 4 , zn   i r c:ase i n ti';e st ern Ge rmuny   us at -

t a cked b y I,i„ i  t  
,n g- i ; g la e r s rvi t h f r dgment  it i on Uonb s

of ; ,
b ki l o ; r u :.s eac h .

Phot o of t he krmament Fl  :nt o i Os che r sl e ben a i t e r t ha  
~

  r:er i c :.n ` i r t̂ t a c k on 30 i .̀ .  l y l  l  .
- - -

•
- - y M

Y
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  25.
) Ameri can At ta cks on Transport at i on Faci l i t i e s i n l  e at e rn and Sout hern

  _  _    _____________   ________
  N                 .   .          

  Gerrnaray on 31 bt3y 191+4

.     __-_---- ------

(Sem s ket ch : home ai r de f ens e , Guppl ement 21
,
1; 1)

Eneqy Ef f or t

_   _..._. 

Duri ng t hs Fer i od f r om 10 : 59 t o 11 : 3o h our a , S50 bomb®r ai r c raf t

of t he l st
,

2nd , 3nd 3   Bombe r Di vi s i on s prot ec t ed by st r ong f i ght er f orc e a

at t ac ked t r ans por t at i on f a c i li t i e s ar,d ai r f i al ds i n 4'  e at ®rn and Sout he rn

Ge ru:arly .

The mai n t arget s f or t he at t ack s.  we rae : Osnabru®ck,  :amn., Schw®rt s , and Ge

ke . I nt rudi n  Ameri can f i ght e ra reached t he are a of Nort hern Germar y up t o

- t he El be F i ve r .

Ae ults of the Attacks: Considerable datt ages to the inatallations of tha

_ .____  _._....._._  Hei ch  s rFxi l way syst em.

Conmi t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Corps
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The following forces were employed s

  __r ______. ._.._.w .._  _  _____ 

Uni t s of t he l s t , 2nd , 3r d , and ? t h Fi ght e r Di vi si on s (Fi ght ar Commande r

•
Ost mark ) wi t h a t ot c l st r e t  t h o f 3 7b s i n •  l e - engi ne and t wi n -e n   i ne f i ght e r

. ____ ,   ________ __ - - _ - - _____ 
uircraft.

Otivi ng t o bad irQat he r ( appr c a chi ng t hunde r st orms ) t he uni t s ea pl oyed di d

not engage in combat,

Activitie5 of the antiaircraft  rtillery:
        M                 N     M          

The f ol l oVri n,g amount of am  uni t i on wa s di s ch  rged :

g8 heavy batteri®s fired 4221 rounds and

2 l a.ght bat t e ri s s f i red 209y rounds .
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Eneuy Lo s s e s : 1 boub er a i r c r a f t   hot d o r n Uy ant i a i r c r a f t a r t i l l e r y .

Losses of Friendly Forcea: S aircraft de troyed ,
              r         M              

6 a i r c r a f t d a   a ged ,

Losses of pereonnel:   killed ,

  titiounded.

The losses v ere not due to enemy action.

V ea t he r Condi t i on   :   t f i r st c l o ud l e s s nnd ver y ha zy . Lat e r c un ul u s c l ouds

v   .
t h t r und e r s t om s .

  Cr:ppt er I V

  31  -r.-   1i  -2t-rc  '. c-# i :    ?:-# ?'-i:-  E-lf #   ei 4-2'.-'if-i    i 4 3  ':  ?  i! # i E3!-' T-IF# 3Hfi ;-3t-2fi =-3:.  -1!  !  'c  ;-3'  i''-k'-;;  fi =# 36:     : =3E-1f-3  -4s-  ;   i '--2  i :: (: ;7 e     

    c t i vi t i e Q a t ni gY t d ur i ng

t he Per i od f r om 1   c:y 19 

t o D  ?ay ( b  TUn e 191.,1+
)

1.
) Survey

x.
) British  ffensive Activitiea

  __          _- - - - - -

_ I n   :ay l 91}.1 .,
t h e Ea  be r Cour:;and t r an s f e r r ed t h e II  ni n ef f or t of

i t s ni   : t oFer a t i or.s t o r ran ce and Ee i  
.un:. I t v u s onl y d ur i n   t hre e ni ght s

t ha t t a r ;J e t s i n t h e Rei cY      t er r i t or y r,e re .3t t ac ked by Y .e iVy l  r i t i c ri botr,be r s .

3 he obvi ou s s t r a t e   i c abj ect i J e of t he f? 'tF   as t h e d e st r uc t i on
i

o f t r an s  :or t at i on f a c i l i t i e s i n i  or t h cr n i  ran ce , Ee l gi urn, and Nort h  i'  e at e rn

Ge rmany .   The s e l ec t i on of t a r   et s r ade i n t h e pur s uance oi t    i .s ob j e ct i ve

re v eul e d a coope rat i on of t he t  l .
li ed ai r c orull  nd s .
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c ondu ct ed by A!o s qui t o=oomber c
The ! r i t i sh nui s : nce r ai da `agdi n st t ar det s i n t he P e i ch ' s t err i t or y

had been i nt en si f i ed i n r e spe ct t o t he number of 4i r cr af t c omrc, .t t ed and t ot gl

mi s s i on 3 f l ovrn .

The L:r i ta
. sh mi ne - l ayi ng oFer at i ons we re ta :i nt ai ned on t he sgme s cal e

and ext endad rr,ai nl y o ve r t he c oa st al  •rat er s of t he I  ort r  5 ea and t rie bal t i c .
directed

A sFe c i  cl rni s si on   ' agai n 9t t he f l o odgat e i n st al l at i ons of t he "Kai s er

'  i l he l m''- c anal f ai l ed .

The mi n e- l ayi ng op er at i ons ove r t he Danube i- .i ve r we re c onduct ed wi t h

compa rat i ve l ;  smal l f o r ce s f rom t he Br i t i s h i n I t a l y .  t he s e ope rat i ons pr odu

• ced con ai de r abl e e f f ect s i na   uc h a s t he Ge rrr:an c rude oi l s uppl y f rom : uma in a

suffered serious interruptions,which delayed the fuel Froduction in the Reicht

t e rr i t o ry . The a.e ri al - de li v e red rr,i ne s hGd , at f i r s t , s ucr. a del ay i ng e f f e ct on

t he r i ve r ndvi ga ta.on s i nce dt t he be  ;i nni ng of t he r.i ne - l ayi ng ope rat i on s ove r
river

t he ar e a of t he Danube   . o  r any au.ne - s • e epi ng organi zat i on ai d not y et exi s t .

_
The t ot a l ef f e ct o f t he Eri t i Sl i n i gY;t at t acks agai n st t a rget s i n t he

Rei c h ' g t er ri t o ry i n k'ny 19c,4 +  a s Qe l at i ve l y s l i ght a s com} ar ed t o t he p.-•e -

ceding months. The g? eatest damage was inflicted on the attacked railroad sta

a t i ons and t ransport s.t i on £r  ci l i t i e s .   r: on ; :;t he r obj ec t s t Y e  • hi ne br i dge nea

Bui s burg w3 s de s t r oy ed . Broadl y s pe a]ci ng , t he Bri t i sh ni   ht bombardraent s of

•
di s rupt,ed suFpl y

t ar get s i n t he Rei ch ' s t e rr i t o ry iaf   a  xa  t he Ge rn an  t raf f i c f r om t he r  ei ch

t o t he ;re st e rn s re a s occ upi ed by Germar y on l y t o a ne gl i gi pl e ext ent .

Z e tr ,nsportation facili ties under attack in Belgiwn sustdined heavy

dama ;es by which a number ot transit stations of the railroad system wer®, fo

a short period of time, put out of operation.#

.........................
Not e :  - The t ot al ef f ®ct of t r;e Al l i e d a i r ope rat i on s agai n st t Y,e e omm  i cat i

net work i r t r
.e rre s t e rn area s occ upi ed by G®rr  any i s t re at ed i n t he w  r  

_
'

  The Ai r   ar._Yn t he t  .e s t    of t he s t udy 9- 11 .
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The t r an s f e r o f t h e   a.
i n e f f or t of t he Br i t i s h o i' f en si v e op e r a t i ond t o Bel gi

a .
and ldorthern Franee was conapicuous fact. It bave rise to the presu ption on

t l-.e pa r t of t h e Ge r man Cou  an d t hat an i n v a si on wxs i mrri nen t . Thi Q wa s ex pr e s -

s ed , a.mong c t he r st at e   ,ent a , i n t h e Ge r man ',:e Y.r a.a cr.t r ep or t of 13   :ay , t r e

d ay a f t er t r:e l  r i t i sl: n i ght at t a ck a  ;a i n st t r a n sp or t a t i on f a c i l i t i o s i n Be l -

gi um, a s f ol l ows :   The c on t i n a a l hea vy a t t a ck s b y b r i t i s r. an d Nor t Yi Amer i can

bombe r s ,.,gai n st t h e we s t e r n a r e a   oc cupi ed by Ger mF n y c an be c on si d e r ed a s a

p r epa r a t i on f or t rie i n va   i on '  .

Ac cor di ng t o Gs rn ,an    b s e r va t i on t he s r i t i ah a i r o ,e r a t i on s i n b ay

' 19 1a1F con si st ed of :

- 3 large-scale attacks abain t targets in the Keich's territory,s
5 l a r  ; e - s c.a l e a t t a ck s ag a i n st t a r ge t s i n Bel gi wn,

4 l a r ge - s ca l e at t a ck s uga i n st t a r ge t s i n =r an ce .

20 n ui s an c e r : i d s wi t h t  o sc,u
i t o- bor  e r s ag ai n s t t ar ge t s i n t he FiEi ch  

t e r r i t or y ; 6 of t he s e r ai d s tive r ® di r ec t ed  :ga i n st ue r l i A, 

2 n ui sa n ce r   .i d s f r o r  t h e Br i t i sh a i r   a s e i n I t a l
,y aga i n s t t a r ge t s

i n Au st r i a and Hunga r y ,

1   mi ne - l aỳ i n g o,r_e r dt i on s i n t h e sea a r ea s of t hs He l i go l and Bi ght

and the  altic,.

a n umber o f rc.
i n e - l a yi n g o ,e r a t i ona o ve r t he Da nube Ri ver of vrhi ch

was
onl,y one operation   exactly observed,

6 mi s si on s t o c a r r y or suppl y agent s f r om t he   r i t i s h a.i r ba 5e s i n

Gr e at Br i t ai n an d l t a l y t o Hol l and
. ,

J ut l and , and Sout he r n Fol and ,

  nur  e r o u s p a t r ol m.
i s g'i on s wi t h Type   :ocu i t o a i r c r af t .

Ger ma n d ocument a r y dat s pr ovi d i n   ,
i n  °or u a t i on on t he   r i t i sh ai r a c -

t i vi t i e s ov er t l  e n ei c rl ' o t e r r i t o r y d ur i n   t h e p e r i od f r om 1 t o 6 J un e 1y1,1  ,
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Si n c e t he r e wa s un f dv or a bl e f l yi ng v e   t l-:e r dur i ng t hi q p er i od , i t wa s p r e -

s umed t hdt t h e br i t i s Y. op e r a t i on s wer e r e SLr i ct ed t o nui san c e rci s si on s wi t Yl

Type   o s c,v
i t o a i r c r af t .

b,
) British Offensive Tactica
  ___  ..._  __.  _    __-

Far t i cul a r cha ng e s i n t h e t ac t i c s app l i e3 i n t he b r i t i s Y  ni ght a t -

i
tacks against targeta in the F eicr '  territory could notbe observed during

2  ay . I n conduc t i n g t l  e i r Z ̀ o 4yui t o op er «t i on s t l; e I3r i t i sh s h ow®d t he ende a

vor t o ca r r y out , u si r. ; f l a r e e  :u i pr.e nt , t r.e nui s4 r.ce r ai
.d s i n a c oncent r a

t ed f or r,  u s r e l l a s i r. a s h or t pe r i od of at t ac k a nd t o z   i mp r ove t he

effect by loading increased a ounts of explocives  in p3rticular
•

aerial mines.

c .
) Comai .t ment of t h e Ge r man h i gh t Fi   t e r r or c e s

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     _...- -

Du r i ng L:ay t he ma j or i t
,y of t he Rr i t i Gh b omb er : t r ea  r.s i nt r uded

across the Channel area in southern and couth-eastern direction into the

a r ea of I:or t h er n  ' r an oe and `' al gi um. F r ecyuen t l y l,•'o s yui t o- uni t a l e f t t he bo

be r st r eam t o pr o ceed i nt o t h e  te i ch ' s t e r r i t o r y whi c h   :ad e i t d i f f i cul t

f o r t h e Ger man ni ght f i ght er cornmand t o f or m a pi c t ur e of t h e a i r s i t ua t i

•
i n r e s pec t t o i nt r udi ng a i r c r a f t . 7 hi s c omm.and c oul d n eve r ant i c i p at e

•r ll e t he r t he r e spe c t i ve b orr  e r   t r e  u  i nt r udi n g Gcr o c s t he Ch anne l woul d

operate only up to the westerr_ areas occuFied oy Germanq or would proceed
r

' i n t o t h.e : ei c h   s t e r r i t or y . Con s e c.ue r.t l y , t h e Hea dqua t er s of t,   e I Fi gh t e r

Cor p s wa s w d e r tk e n ec e s s i t y , r he ne ve r a b r i t i s h bombe r st r ea   ap pr oa ch ed ,

t o c omrr,i t a l l ni   ;ht i"i ght e r f or ce s o f t h e home a i r d a f en se , a s a p r e c a ut i o

nary measure, in such a manner that, sriould the bomberQ proceed into the
f or rr,e r

Rei ch ' s t e r r i t or y , t l  e    cou l d eng age i n c orli bat a s f a r i n t he V,e st a s p o s si

ble and, above dll, in time.
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  Th e r e s ul t
.o

f t r.i s f u ct wa s t r a t i n ca se s tivhen t h e Br i t i sh b omb e r s at t a cked
in

t a r g et s ' Be l gi um a nd No r t he r n Fr an c s t he a aj or i t y of n i  ;h t f i ght e r uni t e of

t he r.ome a i r d ef en se c oa ni t t . d di d n ot r ea ch t h e bomb er s t r e am. Zhe ni ght
    r.i crt Vrs r !

forces of the I righter Corps' daployed iri Holland and bolgium reprsseated
take off

an s x c  pt i on ; t hi s wa s e sp e c i aLl y   o wh en t h ey coul d xi   vei y e a r l y .

l̀ h i s wa s p o s si bl e onl y wh en t h e Ge r man r a di o in t e l l i g en ce ad e ojuat e l y e Qt ab -

l i sr.e d t r e p oi n t of t i me when t he &s s an bl y o f t h e b ombe r ai r c r a f t was c om-

pl et ed , o r t he poi nt o f t i me v hen t h  : f i r s t e l ement s of t h e bombe r s t r eHms

 tarted tr.eir approach flinht over the Island of  ritain. Z hus it was hard-

l y po s si bl e t h a t t he ni gr t f i ght e r f or c e c of t he home ai r d e f e n se c ou l d

s cor e s i z  ab l e su cc e caes i n t he i r d e f e n si v e op er a t i on s ag a i ns t n i  ; r t at t  :c k a
 

.
on t a r ge t s i n t h e we st e r n a r e as occ u  i ed 'r,y G®r rr,uny . Tn s pi t e o f  

wea t he r c ondi t i on s mod e r a t e l y s ui t ed f or d e f e n si ve a ct i on , t he s u cc e s s e s of

the night fighters in their defensive operations  .gainst night uttacks on

t a r ge t s i n t he Re i ch   s t e r r i t or y tive r e of nor nx  l ex t ent .

co pared to
The Ge r•r:.an weakn e s s t he Br i t i s h h o syui t o ope r a -

t i on s cont i nued t o ex i st . I n   a y , t r i s we ; k ne s s rva s r.:ani f e st ed by t h e f a c t
of

t ha t   ag a L: i t i s h t ot a l e f f or t o f 9 50    o s qui t o- a i r -

. cr a f t ag a i n s t t h e Hei ch ' s t e r r i t or y on l y   I ̀ o sc,ui t -o- -a i r c r a f t   tie r d sh ot d own  

whi l e t he ` e r man l o s s e s     amount e d t o 1 1 a i r c r af t ,

Th e Br i ti ah au ne - l aye r a i r cr  .f t i n t h e a r e a o f t h e Dan ube Iii.ver

had initially been considered as dircraft carrying or supplying agenta or

   s n ui s a n ce a i r c r a f t . I t wa s not unt i l t he f i r st sh i ppi n g l o s se a on t he Da -

nube hi ver were sustained, that the  ritiah objective was revealed .
 ince

t h e m i n e - l a yer a i r c r a f t whi ch f l ew   t l ow d l t i t ud e   coul d not b® i nt e r c ep-

t e i by t he gr ound r ad a r 4t a t i on s , t h e ni ght f i ght e r s of t he Ht h r' i ght e r
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Di vi s i on   r  cr  wer e i n expe r i en ced i n op  r at i on s   a i n st n;.
i n e l ay e r a i r c r a f t

encountered difficulties.

had been
Af t e r i t   a r evea l ed a l r e ady i n t he f i r   t t hi r d o f t he mont h o f   :ay

t ha t t he RAF d i
.r e c t ed i t s mai n ef f or t a   a i n st t a r g e t s i n Be l   um an d Nor t he r n

Fr an c e  :nd i n vi erv of t he s hor t 4umme r ni   ht q ti  h i ch pr e s uQa bl y mGde ; n y p ene -

t r a t i on o f he a vy bomb er s deep i nt o t he ne i c h   s t e r r i t o r y i mp o s Qi b l e s t he   ;ead-
cug ge st ed

.
quart e r s of t he I Fi ght e r Cor p q , t hr ough t he Ai

.r
F l ee t Comman d Yei ch

to tr.e Luftwaffe hi h Cornmand that the majority of the ttivin-engine fighter air

c r a f t be t r   .n s f e r r ed f r ou: t he Rei cY:   s t er r i t or y t o   ea,.g
i wn and Nor t he r n r'rane ®

Thi s su  ;e st i on wa s t u r n ea down by t he Lu f twa f f e hi gh Command ti  hi cr  p oi nt ed

    out t hat i t vra s t he p r i r. a r y t a sk of t he I Fi ght e r Co r p s t o r epul s e n i   -, t at t ae

against the  eich's territory.

d .
)   uc ce s s e s a nd Lo s s e s i n   ay l y lrl 

        _..._   - - - - - - - -

The aver age t ot a l st r en gt h o f n i ght f i   ht er di r c r af t i n oF e r a -

t i on a l c ondi t i on i n t he Fec t or of t he I Fi g ht e r Cor p s d ur i n g Lay l ql,la amoun -

ted to:

' 300 t wi n - er.bi n e f i   ht e r a i r c r a f t   .nd

• 140 s i n g,
l e - en   n e f i ght e r ; i r c r Gf t̀ .

The total number of the night fighter aircras"t employed in the sector of the

I Fi ght er Cor p s d u r i ng h'a y 19 L 4   t o unt ed t o :

1266 s i n   l e - e n   .ne and t wi n - en  i n e f i gh t e r a i r c r d i t .
  -   - - -   - - - - - - - -     - - - - - -

.y - - - - N - - - - - M - 1 -

Th e t ot al l os s es of n i ght f i    t e r ai r cr a f t i n t h e s e c t or of t he I  ' i gh t e r

Cor p   dur i ng F  •ay 1q 44 arr:ount ed t o : .

! l a i r c r a f t whi c Yl i s 3 , 1  of t he t ot a l e f f or t .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



T H IS PA G E D E CLA SSIFIED IAW E 0 129  8

  - zlo - •

7̀h e l os ce s o f t h e P
.
Ar ove r t he Rei c h   s t er r i t or y i n t }: e se c t or o f t Y:e I Fi

t e r Cor _, s 1 ur i n  f :ay 1; 44 a n  unt ed t o :

Lo  '4e :- d ue t o f 'L  ht e r s : 163 a i r c r a f t r hi ch i s 4 , ' 

LOS '̀ e s d ae t o   nt i   i r cr  -.f t  :r t i l l e r y : 1 9 ai r c r a f t r },i c r  i s 0 , 5 '  ( i r.c on pl e t

i n f or :<;at i on ;
.

------------- ---- ------------------------------------ --- --

7 ot a l l o s ae s : 1  ? a i r cr  :{f t    r  .c 'r, i s 5 ,   ' of t he e st i r .a t ed t ot a l

M - - - - 1   -   -     - - N - - - - - - -   -   - - - - -   w - - - -   - - - - - - - -     - -  

e f f or't of t r;e R,' F a   a i n s t t h

- - -       _  .___     _
Reich s territory in  :ay 1q

Est i mat ed t ot 41 ef f or t or t r.e RAF a  ai nst t he Rei ch t G t er r i t or y dur i r    :ay

  19 + +_ .

3 +76 a i r c r af t of : r i c h ;' S0  re re I  os c,u
i
.
t o b ombe r s

I n add i t i on , t he f ol l o:yi ng enea  f or c e s rye r e ob ee r ved b y t t;e Headq u a r t er s

of t he I F i ght e r Cor p s i n  ;:a y 1°1+4 :

Ef f or t of t h e R  F aga i n st t a r ge t a i n Be l <<;
i u  : <<bout z 500 ai r c r   .f t ,

  ,' f f or t of t h e RAF aga i n st t a r g et a i n 1  or t Yie r n Fr a nc e : about 2 500 a i r c r a f t .

e .
) Spec,  . 

a I nf or mat i on :

•
- : s a result of the failure of the aircr :ft reporting service in

r e spec t t o vi sua l ob s e r v at i on atid a cou st i ca l l oca t i on on 21  J anuzr y 1941. 

a nd of t h e der.. .nd of t h e h ead qu Gr t e r c o f t he I 'r'i   h t e r Cor p s of t tie s ;me

da y ;` t r:  t a 11   t a t i on s c on ce r n ed w i t h en e  ;y f l i gr.t cour s e de t e r mi na t i on

  ho ul    be pl  :c ed ur    r t h e ecnt r ol of a c e ra r a l i zed c oav  ;and , t r,e Cor"   and e r

:  n Chi e f o f t r:e Luf t v u f S"e i .z
d d ec i d ed t o r e or    .ni ze t he   i r c r u f t r ep or t i n g

s e r vi ce tiyr:i   h wu s exp r e s s ed b y t r.e di r ec t i v e    Luf t wa f f e Or e r  a i on s   t af f ,

Chi e f hV',; P1o , l o ?,.;  z   J+l  , t o : s ec r e t   i l i t a ry docurr.e nt '  , d  t ed 28   'e b?"ua r y

19 4.
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c o  t i
.n u ed :

Not ®:   • See St ud y 9 t o 11 , Vol ume I I , Ch   p t e r I , ::e ct i on £3.

I t wa s , Y;owev er , n ot   unt i l y   ay 1   J.  4 t h s t t he Cotn  andi n 

Gene r ttl of t he I i  i   lt e r Cor  .  s wa s ca l l ed t o i ot sda mL i   .h e t o r e p or t t o t he

Lu f t waf f e 1=i   h Co  nd , Cr i e f NV ; f o r a c onf e r en c e <<bout t he r e or   an i za t i on

.  f t he  ii r c r r, f t r epor t i n e se r vi ce . Th e dat e  :t wY i ch th e c on f e r en c e t o ok pl a c

shotiti s t he de l ay i n t he moder ni z   t i on of t he Ger st an a i r c r a f t r ep o r t i n b  se r vi ce
t

Tl: i s conf e r e nce r e ee a l ed d.
i f f i cul t i e s :yhi c h ruoul d be encoune red i n t he r eor ga

carry out

ni za t i on an d t he r e l u ct anc e of t hi s co  p et ent  :g en cy whi ch was t o   t he

r e or gani za t i on :: f t he a i r c r a  ' t r e;,   r t i nt;   e r v i ce .

  z ,
) Eri t i s h P  ui san ce i  ,i d s on Saa r br uecken a nd   u e r en du r i n   t r e h i ght o _

- - -   M   -   • -   - - - - M -   - M - -       - - - - - - M   . - - - - -     -       1     - -

30 ! p r i l t o 1 1L'a y 1; 4 1 

(See s ke t ch : home a i r de f en se , 5up pl en a.n
t 21   i )

Ene   r Ef f or t

The f o1l o Yi n g ope r a t i on s   re r e c onduc t ed by t h e I  1F :

  - - - - ~ - - - - - ~ N - - - -
st r en g t h

?iui s  n c e r a i d s on   aa r b r uec ke n arul   u e r en ni t h u t ot a l   S of

80 r' os : u i t o b onber s . Th e di r c r a f t a ppr odc hed  ;er o s s ° che l de Est ua z•y f l yi r 
 

i n s out r:- ea st e rn di r e ct i on i nt o t he a r ea of  '  a ehen ,   u ®r en , and i nt o t he

a r e a of Tr i e r and   ',_ a r :̀. r ue ck en . Th e    r e t u r ne a i n n or t h - we st e r n di r ec t i on by  

way of r  t wre r p    nd i : or t he r n    r a n ce .

    r i .n e - 1<<    n   op e r   t i on c ondu ct e3    i t h  , r:umber o f a i r er a f t ove r

t h e s e a a r e    of t h e i  or t h r r i si   .n i s l a nd s .

I '   t r ol r s s si on s f l ov+r.  a • l ow al t i t u des b   s e ve r a l s i r c r 7f t ove r

Eo l l. :n d .
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Comr i t ment of t r  e I Fi ght er   or pa

Th e f ol l owi n   = i r c r :- f t  Yer e e  .E,l oyed :

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , _  .,.

By t h e 3 r d : i   r.t e r Di vi s i on a g : i n st   :o s qui t o- bomb e r s : !  t wi n - engi n e f i g ht e r

ai r c r a f t .  

Ene   y Lo ss es : ::n e  y l os s e s wer e not obs er ve_  .
- - - - - - - -   ..

Lo s s e s of F r i end l y Fo r c e s : P:on e .

V e  a r e r Ocnd  t i on a : Ea Qt o .t 
t h e ge ne r a l l i ne Nor de r n e y - Bl ack r' o r e st ; Low

- - - - - - -       .  _
dense clou3  between 200 and 3500 meters, partially w th

  , r ai n ._
  .e   t of 1.hi   l i ne : Y e :a h  :r bec om n g b r i ght ,   / 10 hi g h-

  ltitude clouds.

3 .
) Br i t i s h 1  t t a ck on Tr an sFor t a t i on Fac i l i t i e s i n t he Ar e « of li r us s e l s and

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - -   _  M.    _  .._   
r1ui sa r.ce I  ,a i d on ''an n h ei m un 1/ 2   :a    19 44

--------------------------------  __    _

(See aket ch : han e   i r d e f e nge ,   uFpl ement   1 5! )

Ene   - y Ef £or t

Tr.e f ol l otivi n.g o.  e r at i on s v e r e conduc t ed b T t r,e F  :̀F :`
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ________ - __   - - - - - - - _.  .  ...

Pat r ol mi s a i on s over t h e Ru -,r  tr ea and ov er  :oo l a r d   i t h 10 Type

h̀ oqui t o   i r c r af t . Bor::b   n e r e re l ea sed on t Y.e ni ght f i ght Er a.
i r f i e l d s of Ds e-

l en a nd   t . Tr ond . Th e a i r e r af t i nt r ud ed acr o as   che l d e E s t u a ry and r e t ur ned

i n ti ,e st e r r. di r e c t i on .

A l a r g e - s c .l e a t t a c k on t r an sl:or t ut i on f a ci l i t i e 9 i n t  ce € r ea of

Er u ^s e l ^  ' i t h 7 50 b amb er : i r c r af t _ Th e bor be r et r e 4m ap Fr oa ch ed Fr om Th  e s

E ct ua r y f l f i n   i n ea st e r n di r e c t i on . ''i h e a i r c r af t c r•o   s ed t h e cos  s t be t wee n
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Sche l d e Es t u a r y s.n d Dunki r k pen e t r a t i n  Yi n sout h - e a   t e r n di r ec t i on i nt o

t he a r   r: of Br u s s el g.
l̀ he a i r c r a f t r et ur n ed i n yue st e r n d

.
i r ec t i vn ay way

of   unki r k a nd Boul ogn e s u r Itiie r .

a nui s an c e r a .i d aga i n   t   dnnl:e i r i r i t h ? ::? Z.o s c,u i t o =nombe r s . Tr e

ai r c r a f t apFr oa cr.ed and r e t ur ned vi   tJor t he r n r' r an ce .

  c ou r 3
.e r a.i s 4i on f l oV.n by a ai n  ; l e a i r c r di t c o  i n   f r o  Swed en

acr o s s t h e Ska   e r r  il c.

Com.ii t ment v f th e I r  i ght e r Oor p s
- - - . .   r - r - -   . r r .   - '   - - - - - - w     -

The f ol l ow i n   a i r c r af t ti  e r e err , . l oyed :
•       , - - - - -

' l   a i n st 1.:.o s qui t o- 't on;k e r s :
- M - - - - - - - - - - - - w - ,

By t h e J r d 'r' i   t er Di vi s i on : 4 t wi n - en   i ne f i   ht e r  ii r c r s f t ( Typ e s He 2 19

a.r.d Z' e 1 10 )

To r ep ii  •se t  : e at t a ck on Lr u s s e l s :

To pr ovi
.d e p r ot ec t i on ov er  3 r u ss e l s c

Ey t h e J z d   i ght e r   i vi .
  on : Twi n - en gi n Q f i   ht e r a i r c r a f t f r om Tle nl o   Des -

_ l ea , and St . Tr ond : TY .e a i r cr a f t a s s en bl ed
-

over F . r '. Ot .   r ond t o p r o ces d t o Br u :;s e l s .

Tti•,i n - e n   ne f   •  ht e r Gi r c r a £t f r om Z .a i n z   'i n -

t r.en i n di r ec t i on of F. F . I da . 7he a i r c r a f t

l a ndcd af t er t he bc  be r ai r c r a f t t ur n ed ba ck

i n d  r e ct i on   f Lr u Qs e l s .
.

T ot a l Ef f or t
 :

l 1.
t wi n - enSi n e f i Sht e r ai r c r  .f t

  , 
r ; ,, _  .   _         _ _   - . .._       . - ..._
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  Ene qy Los ses : 4 bomber a ix cr af t def i ni t e l y shot down .
_    .  - - -   -

Lo s ge s of F r i e nd l Y  FOr c e s :   ton e .
      _       _ 

  , ea t he r Con di t i on s : I n t he s ec t or Q o f t he 3r d and l t h Fi ght er Di vi s i on s :

_ __  w   .
7/ 1 0 t o 10/ 1C hi <;;  , a l t i t u d e st r a t u s cl oud s be t wes n 1. J 00

and 8000 meters.

} li g h-   l t i t u d e wi n d s  a 5000    et e r s : 32 0 d e gr e e s   70 ki -

lometers per hour.

1  ,
} Br i t i nh Nui s an ce R.a

i d on Koe1n on 2  3 l:.dy l ql la
..._    - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

(See.s
ketch: home air defense, supplement 216!)

_
Enejqy ::  £f or t

The f ol l owi ng op e r a t i on s vae rs conduc t ed by t he RAF :
    ____   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ._._  

A nui sa n c e r a i d on Koel n  .i t h 1,0   o s qui t o- ba nbe r a .  Th e ai r c r a f t ap -

p r oa ch ed a cr o cs `'ch e l d e Es t ua r y f l yi r  i n sout h- e a st e r n di r e c t i on i n t o t he

Ruhr a r e a . I hey r e t ur ned i n ti re st e r n di r ect i on .

A tni ne - l ayi n g ope r a t i on wi t h   ve r r{1 a i r c r di t o ver t h e se a a r e a o f

  t he V 's s t Fr i ^i an i s l and s .

Commi
.
t r  ent o f t rle I Fi gh t e r Co rp s

.
  he f ol l oti :i .ng ai r c r a f t were en Fl o3  ed :
- - - - - _____-   .    _  - - - - - - --- -

Aga i n s t l  o s c, u
a
.
t o b omb e r s :

By t h e 3 n  Fi ght e r Di vi si on :  , n umber of t wi n - e n gi n e f i gY,t e r ai r c r a f t .

Aga i n St f cu r - en   n e bomb ®r di r cr a f"t ob s er v ed a s s embl i ng ove r Gre a t Br i t a in :
,- - - - - - - - - - - - -       - - - - - - - - -           ___________   _ 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958

i - z15 -  

By t he 3r 1 r'S. ;ht er ll i vi si on: A n acber of t   i n- engi ne f i ght er ai rc raf t were ,

-
 

a s ..  p rec aut i on r e a   ure , e1:,pl oy ed i n   Hi mmel 'oe t t

t a ct i c   o ver t he c oa s t al dr ea of   ioohand . Lat e r

i t  ,  . s obce rve  i t hat a uomber st r e a  v a s pr oc e®-

di r  t o rr ance .

  'ot al Ff f o rt : 10 t vai n- eng  ne f i    t er ai r cr af t
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -   _, _    -   ., .

  net  Lo s s e s : Ener..y l o  s es vre re nor obs e r ved .
    - - - - - -   -

•

Lo s s e s of Fr i endl p For ce s : Aone .

 Yeat he r Condi t i ons : 2/ 10 t o 5%10 t hi n f o r    t i on of c l oud cove rs bet we e n 200 0 
  _________  _.   

' :.nd 7000 m,et er s .

5.
} Bri t i s h IVui sGnce : a i d s tl gai ns t Due s s e l dor f arid   annhei   on 3f !  D  ay l gl,l 

_            _      --------- ---- -------------- --

(s e • s lce t ch : ho  e ai r de f ense , cuppl e nar   t 21 6 : 1

Ene r y Ff f ort
- - - - - - -     ..

The t ol l owi ng or er : t i ons Y!er e conduc t ed by t he RAF :

Ivui s anc e r ai d s a.gai n st   annl:e i
.m and Due s s e l dorf wi t h a t ot al s t rengt l

_ of 50 Z. o s 4ui t o bom  e r s . TY .e ai r cr af t a r oa ch ed ac ro s s Sc he l de Es t uar an dPP y

Bel p,i.um f l yi ng i n s out h - ea s t e rn di r ec t i on i nt o t he Ruhr are a and i nt o t he arer 

of b'annhei m. They ret urned on c ount er ro ut e s .

A   i ne - l a;li ng o_ erat i on wi t h a number of ai.r c raf t o ver t he s ea are a

of t he    e   t Fr i s•i.an i sl and s .

.  '  r e connai s s an ce mi s s i on f l own by one Type L•'.o a  ui t o ai r c raf t a cr os a

    k   dl  t he Zui d er   e a i n ea ct e rn ar.d s out h- ea st e rn di re c t i on i nt o
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the area of Deasau.

H r e c onna i Qs an ce a i .s si on f l own by on e Typ e Moqqui t o a i r cr a f t

acrosQ Schelde S stuary and by way of Koblenz into the area of Plauen. The

a:i.r c r a f t r e t ur ne d i .n nor t h - we st e r n d i r ec t i on .

Commi t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Cor p s

The following aircraft were employed :
_    _____  - - - _... .    _ -

Ag ai n s t   :o s qu i t o - bomber s :
        ., _.  _ ___.__.

By t he 3r d Fi ght er Di vi s i on : 12 t wi n - en  ne f i ght e r a i r c r a f t .

_ En er  y Lo s s e a : Eneaiy l o s s e s v  e re n ot o bse r ved .

Lo as e a o f Fr i endl y F or ce s : None .

We at he r Con di t i on s : 2/ 10 t o 1 / 10 d e cr ea s i ng cw:-ul u s c l oud s b    reen 1000 fi nd
- - - - - r   w . - - . . - w -

2000 me t vr s . Hi gh   a l t i t ud®s wi nd a a t 7000 met e r s : 290 de

gr e e s , 120 ki l a : et er s p e r hou r .

6
.

) Br i t i s h Nui s a n ce Ka i d s on   a nn h e 
.m, Koe1n , Le ve r k u aen , and i ud ap e st on

Y M - -   r - - -   - - - Y - - - - - - M -   - - -   - - - - - - - - - - - - - r - - - - -

,  4/ 5 Lay 1944
7 _______

( 3ee 9lce t c h : h owe a i r de f en se , s uppl ®mQnt 21 b I )

En. y Effort

The fo l l owi ng oFdr a t i   a wer e cond uct ed by t he RAF :
_  _  _      - - - - - - -   _  _  __  __    - -

lvui sance r a id a on I:oeln , Lev®r kusen , and b:annhei.m wi t h a t ot al

s t r engt }, of 40 b o sq ui t o b ombe r s . Th e ai r c r a f t i n t r uded a cr a s s Gc l;el d e   s t ua r y

i n cout r.- ®a st er n di r ect i on i nt o t he a r ea of Koel n . 20 a i r cr af t pr oce eded i nt
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t he ar ea of  
.
'a i n z , Fr ank f ur t on t he   'ai n , an d b   Gr,nhei m. The f orc e re t urned i

no r t hw e st e r n di r e c t i on . Hea vy daaa g e s t o i ndu.gt ri al i n s t a l l at i o na r+e re cau-
a f ev 

sed by '''bomb hi t s i n Lev erku s en .

A nui s an ce r  .
i d on Budape st and rm.s si on s t o ca.rr y or Guppl y ag ent s

.
in t o   l o va a a and i nt o t he ar ea of P r ag .  

,0 ai r cx a f t dppro ached  approdched

f rom t he Pri t i s h ai r Uase i n I t a1 y a c r os s t he Adrat i c ed   t coaet dnd L.ai bach ,

The maj ori t y of t he ai r cra f t pr oc e e ded i n nor t h- e   st ern di rec t i on i nt o t he

a r ea o f ? ud  .pe st . Se v er dl ai rc ra f t p roce eded i n no rt he rn di r ec t i on i nt o t he

area of Prag, All aireraft returned on counter routes.

:  mi
.n   - l ayi ng ope r at i on ove r t he Qea are a nort h- we at of t he Ea s t

_
Fri s i an i sl and s wi t Yi a nufi .

ber of a i r c r a f t ,

!  couri e r m.
i s si on f l own by a   i n gl e  si r c r af t a cr o   a t he Skag er r 3k

t o Stiveden .
 

Co  rd.
t ment of th e I Fi ght er Co rp s

- - - - - - - -       _    - - - - - -

The f ol l owi ng a i r craf t w®re ampl oyed :

hgai n st nui sanc e ai r c ra f t f r om t he Sout h :
•

- . r - -   - - - - -   r   . - - - - - - - w -

By t he 7t h Fi ght er Di vi sa.on : 19 t wi n- e ngi ne t  ght er ai r cr a.f t of t he F•i gl7t e r

  Comm ande r Oat   :r k f r om  ':i ene r   ue u  t adt and Parn

dcr.
f to provide protection ovQr Budapsat.

Enemy Loss a: 3 aircraft d.finitely ahot down,

Los s e s of P  r i end l y :'  ~'cc    : 1 a i r c   'af t .

Los s es of per s onnel : 3 mi s si ng .
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Wea t h®r Cond i t i on s   I n i :e at e r n Ger m : r y : 1 0/ 10 st r a t u s cl oud s , l ows r ce i l i n,g

_          _ 
i n Nol l and 50 Q r:,e t e r s , i n t he P,.hi n e -   'a i n a r ea 300 met er s ;

upper c e i li n,g
i n gen er  11 7000 m   t e r s .

Au s t r i a an d Hungar y :   ,
(1 0 t o b/ 10 hi gh up s l op i n g c l ou d s

abovo 6000   eters.

Sp ec i a l I n f or mat i on :  

The f ol l owi ng d ec or at i on s  aer e l a t er a1va r ded :

i Y;e add i t i on o f t h e o ikl ea f c l us t e r t o t he kni g}-.t c r o ss of t h 8 i r on c r o s s t o

Ober f e l dwe'oe l Vi nk e , f orn:e r l y Vri t h t he l l t h   c_uad r vn/ l :  t h i ght Fi ght e r 1h'i ng ,

i and

,
t he kn i grit c r os s of t 1,e i r on c r o s s t o Ha upt mann Szamei t a t , f or me r l y Comnand '

,
Of f i c e r of t he 5t 1-,   qu    dr o n/ j r d hi grjt r  ght e r Vii ng .

,

'j .
) Br i t i s h Op er a t i on t o D i ne t h e Dan ub e Eti ve r on 5/ b 1  ay 191 1 

-       -       -   .       -     - - - -       - - - - - . r - .   - - - - - -   - N - -

(See s ket ch : horse a.i r 3e f en ss , s up pl emmnt 21 7 : )
.

En err ,y
:  f f o r t

Th e f o l l owi ng or e r a t i ons wer e condu ct e d by t r,e RAF :
  _  _____ __  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     . 

A   n e - l a yi n g oper a t i on ov e r t he Da nube %i ve r i n t h e st ct or s b et we

Du e r n st e i n and Zul l n d s wel l d s be t v  ee n Br a t i sl ava and Kamor n wi t h d t ot a l

s t r engt h of 2 5 r i r c r uf t . The a i r c r af t : pp r od ch ed f r am t he Br i t i sh a i r ba se i n

I t a 1,y vi a l st r i a an d Cr oa t i a an d r e t ur n ed on count er r o ut e s .

Comc  i t men t of t h e I F i ght er Co rp a

Th e f ol l owi n g f or ce s we re empl oy ed :
-- ---------- ------ -------

I3y t he 7t h Fi gh.t er Di vi s i on • 1 5 t wi n - en p .ne f i ght e r ai r c r « f t oP t he Fi   t e r
• Cou  a r.d e r Os t    a r k .
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Ene p Lo°s®s:  nemy los es kere not o bserved.
  ..._.  __.._ 

Lo s s e   of  ~r i e ndl y r o r ce s : 2  one .

6.
) Br i t i sh ryui sanc ® Rai d a on hoel n and   annhei m on bf 7 h ay 19  +

- - - - - - - - M - - - - -   - - - - - - - -   - - - - - -     - - - - - - - - - - - N - - - - -   -

(See sketch: home air defenae, supplememt 217i)

En emy   f f o r t
  o . - - - - . .. - - w

 

The following operations were conducted by the RAF:

Nui s an c e r ai d s on Y o e1n and ?r:a nnhe .
;
.m wi t h a t ot a l r t r e ngt h o f 3 5

    io s qui t o bom3  e r s . Th e a i r c r af t i n t r u i ed, a c r o s s r che l d e Es t ua r y i n s out t,   a s -

t e r n di r ec t i on i nt o t he Ruh r a re a and i nt o t he a r e a of     n n hei m a nd Dar mst ;.l
dt

Z hey r et ur n ed i n no r t h ti   e s t e r n di r e c t i on .

A mi n e- l r yi n g ope r a t i on ( ? ) •r i t r:   ai r c r   .f t i n t he s ea a r e a of t he

i s l and o f   p i t .

a c r o s s
Cour i e r n,i s   .on s t Yie Ska ge r r ak wi t h j di r c r a f t t o

Sweden and wi t h 2 ai r cr a f t f r om S  e den .

  Comni.
t ment of t he I Fi ght e r Cor ps

- - - - - - - - - - - r ._  N         _

The f ol l owi ng a i r c r a f t we re em; l oy ed :

Aga i n st  to s qui t o   omhe r s :
    _    _  .      - - - - - -

Ay t h e 3 r d Fi ght e r Di vi si on : A n umber o f t wi n - engi n e f i ght ®r a i r c r af t .

„ gai n st   d n e- l ay e r a i r c r a f t :
_N     N -------------------

By t he 2nd . i grit e r Di vi s i on :  l n   be r of t wi n- en gi ne f i ght er r i r c r a f t i n

"Hi u cel bet t   - t act i c s .
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Total Effort: l; twin-e ngine fighter aircraft .

En ea y Lo ss e s : 2 a i r c r a f t d e f i ni t e l y   :ot down .

Lo :-s e s of F r i endl y Fo r ce a : h ons .
_ _ _ _ _ _ - - - _ _ w - -   w   - w

Y  e at he r Con di t i on s : E'o l l a nd   .   d Fuh r a r e a : 0f 10 t o 5j 10 r e st 4 of c l owd s a b ove

_ _ - - - - - - - -
    met er a . Good f l yi ng and h.i g,

h - a l t i t ud e vi si bi Li t y .

Hi gh - al t i t ud e r  i nd s :   70 deg r e e s , 7 0 ki l omet s r s p er t  o ur .

  ithi ne   ;a i n a r e a : 1 0/ 10 s t r a t us c l oud s f r om50U t o l+00 0

r e t e r a .

- 9 -
) Br i t i s h Nui sa n c e i'  .i d s on Kr ef e l d a r,d Lev er k us en on 7/ 8  

.
tay 191 1 

'  

( See sk et ch : home a i r de f en se , s up pl a nent 217 1)

Ene   ,y
Ef f or t

Th e f o ll o ri ng o  e r a t i on s v ere c ond uc t ed by t he RAF :

P:uisance raids on Krefeld and LeverkusEn with a total strength

of 70 Mo s qui t o bombe r s . Th e f or ce i nt r ud ed a c r p s s t r:e Dut c h c oa st b e t wee n

H:_:a r l e ra and Den   :a ag i n s out h - e a st e r n di r e c t i rn i nt o t he Ruhr a r ea ; a s na l l

 
n umbe r o f a i r cr a f t f l ew i n ea st ea n d i r e c t i on i nt c t he a r e a of h arr,bu rg . Th e

a i r c r <<f t r et ur ne d a cr o s a   [ El be a nd Sc he l d e Es t ua r i e s .

,'l m3n e- l a yi n g oper at i on i n t he s ea a r e a n or t h of t he i s l and

of F3o r kum.

over
Fa t r ol rr:i s s i on s f l own u y a n uvbe r o f «FN+ ai r c r a f t   f t h e a r e   of

Hol l and an d '̀ o ut h -  re s t e r n Ge r ma r  . Th e 3i r c r <<f t a pp r oa cr ed ac r o as     e he l d e

Estuary.
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h'a.s si on s of    n umbe r of :  i r c r a f t ca r r yi n g or s upp l ;  i n g   g ent s i n Nor t he r n

J ut l and .

Co ur i e r :r,i s s i ons a c r o s s t h e Ska ger r a k • ni t h 2 a i r c r a f t t o 5wed en

and wi t h    :_
  r cr r f t f r o r  Swe den .

Commi t ment o f t h e I Fi g 
.
t e r Cor p s

Th e f ol l owi ng ai r c r a f t we re empl oy ed :

Agai n st   'o s CUi t o- bomb er a :
Ey t Y e j n i r i ght e r   i vi si on : A n u  ber of t wi n - en a n •  f i  :ht e r <::i r c r uf t .

AF;a i n st r ,i ne - l aye r a i r c r af t i n "  :i   unel b e t t '' - t    ct i c s ov er t h e Hel i go: a nd

Bi  ;h t :
'

Py t he 2nd and J r d Fi ght e r Di vi   on s : A numbe r of t wi n - engi n a f i ght e r s i r -

c r a f t . "

l  ga i n s t a i.r c r  if t ca r r yi ng cr supp l yi ng age nt s :
- - - - -     _.._    _____     _  __________    

Ly t he 2nd Fi ght er Di vi s i on : A n u  b e r of t rvi n - e n ;i r  e f i ght e r ai r c r   f t i n

"Hi rn mel be t t  ' - t dct i c s ove r IJor t h e r n J ut l a   i .

Tot a l Ef f or t : 19 :{i r c r a f t .

  Enemy Lo s s es : 2 a i r c r a f t d e f i n i t e l ;  5ho t d own .
_________

Los se s of Fr i en dl y Force s : I3on e .
- - - - - - - - - - - -     _ 

f o r n at i on of
    e   t h e r Condi t i on s : 5j 10 t o 10/ 10 var i nbl e  st r a t u s c l oud s be t we e n 500 and
_ ____ ____  _, _

1 500 met er s , h:i gh- a l   .i t ude a wi n d Q: 360 deg r e e s , 7U la -

l amet e r a pe r h ou r .

1 0.
) Br i t i sh , .t t a ck on Tr an sp o:  t a t i on Fa ci li t i e s i n t h® :

_r e a of h air.ur   ,nd

- - -   - - - M - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Ch ar l e r oi a  a I  ui s an ce Ka i .d on 0 sn  b r ue c k on 8/ 4   y 141 4

._.___________- -   _  _ .  _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ..._  N ., - -
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(S e e s ke t ch : h ome ai r d e f en se , aupp l eme nt 218 )

En emy Ef f or t

The i"ol l owi n g oper a t i on s we r e cond uc t ed by t r e RAF :

Dur i ng t he   r st h a l f o f t r e n i ght :
- -       .`   _      - - -      

A n ui s an ce r a i d on Oanab r ue ck wi t h 20   o s qui t o- bo rbe r s . Th e :  i .r c r

appr oached a cr o s s t he i s l an 3 of Ter °c r.e l l in g i l yi ng i n s out h- ea st e r n d a
.r ec t i

i nt o t he a r e d of Ol d eno ur g f r om t h ey    r oce ed  ::d i n ° out h e r n di r e c t i on f or t r,e

a t t a ck on Os n abr uec k . Th ey r e t u r n ed i n    e st e r n di re c t i an by tiray o f llol ]  nd .

?' s t r ol rrs s   i on s wi t h a numb e r of ''FPT'  - a i r c r  .+
f t over Hol l an d , Cen -

' " c -   I he a i r c r :  .
f tt r a l Gerr  .ar y , ..o ut h - ::e s t e r n Ger rn 3r  ,  . n d Sout h er n Ge r rr dny .

a p pr o i c h ed a c r o s s t h e Dut c h. c o 3 Rt
.

  :i .n e - l ay i r,g oper at i on q in t lie s e    a r ea s of t he Ea s t Fr i si : n i sl
-:n

d

an d of f   ch el d e Est uar y r i t h a t ot a l a t r en gt h of f 0 ai r c r a f t .

Dur i ng t h e ; e con d h  :l f o f t he ri gr.t :
- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

An at t <+c k , ga i n st t r an sp or t   t i o n .
    c i l i t i e a i n t h e a r e u of t    au r

r an d Ch a r l er oi tiri t h 5U0 uo  b e r ai r c r af t . Tr e oorr.be r r t r eam i n t z ud ed ucr os s t r,e
_

  olzt h e r n   ec t i on o f Sc}- e   d e   Rt ua r y i n ro u t Y:- e  t st er n di r ec t i on i nt o t he a r e a

of :̀   ur.ur a r.d Cha r l e r oi . Th e a i r cr t:f t r e t u r r.ed i n nor t h -   •e st e r n di re c t i on vi e.

h or t h e r n Fr : n c e .

Cour i e r   i s   i or.s u c r os s t he Sk age r r ak Yri t h 3  :i r c r a f t t o Stived ®n

a nd wi t h 1 a i r c r a f t f r om Swe de n .

Com  i t me r.t a f t he I Fi gh t er Co r p s

T he f o ll o  ri ng    i r c r  :f t v,e re er :p l oyed :
  r - M - -   - M - w - - - - - • - . - - -
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a6ai rlGt li o  aui.t o- bon ber g :

By t r e l st e r_d
  r d   'i ght e r Di vi   i on s : y r uu  er o f si n   l e - e r   i n e un d t hi n- e r.-

.
Li ne f i ;=_  .t e r  .i r c r   f t .

A  a i n   t   i r.e - l a s•er  ,i r c r a f t i n t }: e se a :zr e r: of t h e Ea st Fr i s i an i sl an d s :

Dy t l.e 3 r d   'i   h t e r v i vi s i on : 1 t ti   i n - cn  
.nc; i i    it e r  . i r c r : f t i n ' Ili mmel be t t " -  

t ac t i c s ove r t he n or t h e r n c oa s t o f I: ol l r  ld .

To i e r u l s e t he a t t ack a   a i n st t r e t r un sF.or t at i on f a ci l
.
  t i e s i n   el   um:

I n n i  ;ht f z
. 

ht e r pur s ui t oper .=t i cn s :

By t 1- e J r d : i ght e r Di v i c i on :  1'ti  i r  - er:Gi nc: f i   r t e r   i r c r :af t f r ou  St . Tr orul . Th e
•

a i r c r a f t̀ 4 s s ec:,bl ed und h e re d i r e ct ed i nt o t he
,

bomb e r ct r e_   : over t h e   i r f i e l d .

Tv  i n -   n _  .ne f i   l ,t e r a i r c r   f t f r o  Ven l o , De e l en ,

and Z  e nt E.  ; s   p r e c .ut i on r  e  _s ux  t he a i r c r :,f t

a     e  bl ed ove r St . Tr ond . They we r e or der ed t o

l and   i't e r t t. e bomb e r s had t ur n ed b  :ck over t h e

a r e   o f i e l   um.

T  i n- en  i nc f i   ht e r  :i r c r a f t f r o    i ant; endi eba ch

!   n d   .ai n z - i  i rlt Yien . As a p _ e c   .ut i on n:ee sur e t hey

e s s ec:bl ed ove r t h e   i r i i e l d s . ZY e Qi r c r a f t we r e

  c r d e r ed t o l r nd a f t e r t he b ombe r s Y.:.d t ur r.ed i  :c

ov e r t r.  a r e« o f   s l   i u,a .

Z ot  :1 E f f o r t : 6 5   i n  ; l e   r  i n e an d t v:i n   n   i ne f i ght e r a i r cr zf t .

'! he Ce rn  a n r adi o i nt e l l i ben oe h <  d f  :.i l ed d ur i n 
.
t he s ec ond ha l f

o f t Y  e ni t?,
r t of &  9   'a y . Si n ce n o e  :r l y     :r r,i n  ; wa s gi v en v :hen t l te bomn er -

st r e   r;
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i nt .°ud ed .̂c_ c s ^ '̀ cl-.el d e E:-t u ; :    , t l .e r i Y;  t f 1  ht e r s c .ul d ti ot t a isE of f i r, t i   e .

  nerr;,y
:.o s s e s : ; bombe r .- i r c   •a f t d e t i ni t e l    .°  .Ot dol ;n .

  o s :'e G of r r i c nd l     : or ce s : I: . n e .

lf;c {::t l: e r Condi t i on s : Cl ou,  l
.e s s .

11 . ) : ene t  , a t i r n o f 1- ^i t i sh i orrbe r ::i r c r :: i t̀ i n t o h or t l ,e z r  :  r a nce an d 1' ui sn r.ce

- - - - - - - w - - - y -
• .i  3 or. Le r l i n or   ; ; 1̀0 ; :y  1 :̀ 4 4

( 5e e s ket cl-, • h ot  e  _i r d e f e n Qe , s ur p i er.:en t   1; : )

, Erle r,:y ::f f or t

------------

'1'l .e f ol l o ,•i n   ol: e r    t i on s     e r e c on3u ct ed br t l e F.    , :

Du r i n,; t i     ̀   r s t t   ll f of t r.e n i   rit :

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

.  nui s 4nce r   i d on 1:e r l i n  :i t f.   0   :   s  ;ui t o bomb er s ;   ec ond  r y a t -

t  :ck s  ..e r e   di r e ct ed       i n st :  i e l  :nd p r :_ur:cc t: ,e i  ; . ì l :e a i r e r af t   FNi  

c hed a cr o : s r l  ce     t u;:r y-   h or t l y ::e f or r: i d ii i   ,
l ,t , i iiey r e t ur•ne d i n   re s t e r n di -

r ect i or_. Corr:     r -  t i vel   he avy 1 =.cia   e t o   ui l .d
i n a s  :nd l o   se s of ;.e r :-onr.e l r:e r e

' c cu  -ed i n Ler l i n .

h' ui s   .n ce n.
i s si ons   :i t t;    n w: b e r of T  r e 1L-o   _,u

i t o a i r c r ,  f t n ve r

t he   r e :. of l: ol l and

t, r- i n e - l G; i r   o l e r  _t i on ; ri t h j :   . 
i r c r ;  f t   r  a i n t h e lie li   o l a nd

Bi   ra .

Dur i n   t l, e se c and h :l f o f t l ,e r.
i   ht :
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An ope rat i on of 700 bo mber and 120 Typs l  o s :;ui.
t o ai r craf t i nt rudi ng i nt o

Nort hern Franc e . The bombe r st re am appr oac hed f r am t he a r®a of Norwi ch

a cr o s s Thame s E   tuary f l yi ng i
.n s out hern di r   c t i on i nt o t he c oa st a l ar ea

of Nort he rn France . The ai r cra f t r et urned on count e r r out e g , The t arget s

agai nst   rhi c h t hi s ops rat i on wa s di re c t ed are n ot quot vd i n t ho war di ary

of t he I Fi ght e r Corps .

Pat r o l m.i s s i ona f l oti,n by a number o f "FN"- ai.r cr af t up t o Sout h-

We et ern and Sout r.e rn G. rmar  .

A couri er mi ssi on f l o•rrn by a   i ngl e ai rcraf t vi a Nort hern Jut l ar d

to Swed n.
 

Co  m3
.
t ms nt of t h• I Fi ght e r Cor a

_- - - _..  _____ .•. - - - -

Ths f ol l owi r g ai r c raf t we.r e c ommi t t ed :
__..  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Agai ns t Type ho sc ui t o a i r craf t :
r   r r - - r

By t he l act Fi ght   r Di vi a3 an: A number of si ngl e- engin e f i ght . r ai rcraf t

o er berlin.

By th® 2nd Fighter Division: Oae twin-engine fight®r aircraft from Stsde.

  By t h e 3 rd Fi   ht er Di vi Qi on : Sev e ral t wi n- engi ne f i g ht s r ai
.rc raf t i n ' Hi m-

me l bet t 't- t ac t i c a i n Hol l and .

Againat min®-layer aircraft: -
_------- -------- --

By the 2nd Fighter Division: Several twin  ngine fightar aircraft in "Y.im-

 elbett"-tactics over the fieligoland Bight.

Against the bamber force intruding into i orth®rn Franc•:

- - _...        .._____-   .  __ _______   , ______-  
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By t he 3r d Fi p,
h t e r Di vi s i on : i  l l t tivi n - en gi n e r i ght e r ai r c r a f t t o ok of f a s a

pr®caution measure, sinc• it was initially not

clear in ti hich direction the bomb®r stream woul

 n t r ude .The uni t s l and ed d i t e r t he b omb e r s chan

g ed t he i r c ou r se ov er 1 or t he r n r r anc ®.

Tot a l Ef f or t : 7  si n gl e   n gi ne an d t wi n- en gi ne f i gr,t Er ai r c r a f t̀ .

Eneir  r Lo s s e s : Enemy l os s e s rr+e r e not ob se r ved .
- - -     _  _ 

Lo s s e s of F r i endl y r or ce s : None .
_        - - - - - - -   -

  J̀e at he r Con di t i on s : Br i  ,
  t , 3  10 i c e c l ou ds a bove 70 00 met e r s . Hi gh - a l t i t ud e 

- - - - - - - - - - - -
Y;i nd s a t 5000 t o 7000 r  et er s : 33 0 deg r ee s , 50 k il ormet e r s

p er hour .   ;o on l i ght .

Re sul t s o f t he P ui sa n ce Rai d on   er l i n on 9/ 10   :ay 1y41+:
- - - - - -       - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   _      - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Th e f ol l owi n g exr l o si v e s we re d r opp ed : 9 ae r i al   an es and 7   de inol i t i or  bomb

  amag e t o Mat e r i a l a nd l os s e s o f p er sonne l : 3 + bui l di n g s t ot a l l y de st r oyed ,

3 31 b ui l di ng s damag ed ,

2 7 k i l l ed ,

  2 31+ ;Youn ded , and

1650 homeless.

1 2 .
) Br i t i sh bomb er Ope r a t i on i nt o t h e :+r ea of Dr u s s e l s ,

Camo r a i a s wel l a s
------- - ----- ------ ------- -- -------- ----- -
Nui sa nce Rai d s on Fr a nl: f ur t on t h e   -€.i.n , L:an nh ei m, an d Budap e st on l Of l l

_       - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I  a   1 91FL 

( See ske t ch : ho  e ai r de f en se , s upp :: ems nt 22 0   )

En emy u f f or t
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The f ol l rn vi ng ope r at i ons ivere conduct ed by t he RAF :
------------------ -- --------------- --

Dur i n  t he f ì r st r.a 1f of t he ni ght :

  0 0 b ombe r a i r cr a f t ir .t r u ded i nt o t he a r ea of Br u s s e l s an d Catab r ai , p r e su -

mab l y t o a t t ac k t r an spo r t a t i on f a c i li t i e s . Th e b or„ber s t r e am app r oa c hed ,

f r om 2 2 : 00 hou r s on , f r om t he a r e a of   or wi ch dcr o s s Tha  e s a nd Sche l de Es -

t u a r i e s up t o Gre a o f Er u s s el s a nd Camb r ai. . TY:ey r et ur n s d on co unt e r r out e s .

T ui sa n ce r a i d s or.   :annhe i m and r,r  a nk f ur t on t h e Y :a i n wi t h a t ot a l

st r en gt h of 50    o s cu i t o b omb e r s . Zh e a i r cr a f t app r oa ch ed a cr o s s t he s out he `

section of Schelde Estuary flying in south-ea4t®rn direction up to the area
 

of Fr ankf ur 't on t h e   'a i n and h:annhe i m, Th ey r e t ur ned on c ount e r r out e s .

^ r ,i n e - l a ;;i n€ ope r a t i on a t a bout mi dn i
.ght i n t he aea a r ea of t he

i sl    r  i o f Ha l i gol a nd ;,i t h 20 a i r c r af t .

A nui s a n ce r a i d on Bud ap e st 4il t h 30 ai r c r a f t . 1 h̀e a i r c r   t ap p r oa -

ched f r om t he Dr i t i s h a i r b a se i n I t a l y f r om 22 : 00 hou r s on f l yi ng a cr o 98

Cr oa t i a i nt o t he a r e  : of Bu dap a st . Th e y r e t ur ne d on count er r out e s .

• During the second half of the night 
- w - r - -

A nut b er of a i r cr af t ca r r yi n g or supp l y i n g ag ent s app ea r e d over t he

a r e   of   ol l and . The a i r c r af t ap p ro ached vi a Sc r.e l de Est u a r y xnd r et ur ned

via the Zuider Sea.  

Cou r i e r r.a s s i on q v+ers f l ov n a cr o   s t he Ska ge r r ak  yi t h 2 a i r c r af t t v

Sweden an d wi t h 3 a i r c r a f t f r om 5v eden .

Com  i t me nt o f t he I r̂ i ght e r Co r p s
- - - - - - - - - - - w - - - -   -   - - -     -  
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The f ol l owi n g f or ce s wer e empl oy ed :
...___    .  _   ,  ..

Agai n s t t he a i r c r a f t i nt r ud i ng f z•om t he Sout h :

P.y t rie 7t h Fi gizt e r Di vi s i on : T ,ri n - e n gi
.ne f i ght e r ai r c r a f t of t he Fi ght e r Com-

mand e r Os t mar k f r cm  ti en e r     e us t ad t and Par ndor f

t o pr ovi de pr ot ec t i on a t ni ght ove r Bud ap e st .

Agai n s t b o s qui t ob oaib e r a :

fs,y
t h e 3 r d Fi ght e r Di vi s i on : A n u rbe r o f t vri n - en gi ne f i ght s r a i r c r af t .

Against the bomb®r stz eam intruding into Belgium : 
___.___   __     .  - - - •_ -_. . _ . __, .__..__  _. __.y , ,

By t h e 3 r d F̀i ght e r Di v-i s i on : T;ti i n - en gi ne f i g ht er a i r cr af t f r om t he a r ea of

fiol l and f o r p ur s ui t op e r a t i on a ove r   ®l gi wn. Th e

Fi ght e r s   +ere di r e ct ed in t o t he bombe r at r e am

over Schelde  stuary.

 l tivi n - e n gi n e f i g ht e r .̂i r c r a t 't f r om La ngend i e ba ch

a nd  c;a i n z- Fi n t h en i n di r ect i on of Br u ss el s . Tt e

a i r c r a   t l a nd ed  :f t e r t he bamber a h ad t ur ned ba c

  over Bru sels.

Tot a l F •f £o r t : 8 ? t wi n- en gi ne   'i  ; ht e r a i r cr   t ,
_     _____  - - -     .  - - - - - - - - - -

Bad hi gh   l t i t ud e vi   i.b
i l i t y r.i nd e r ed t h e ni ght f i gr.t e r ope r ut i on a ove r t he

a r e a of Be l g i um.

En ersy Lo s s e g : 5 b omb e r ai r c r a f t de f i ni t e l y s hot d ov n .

Los   e s of F r i end l y For ce s : 1 a i r c r _ f t .

y os s e a o f pe r   onn c  l : 1 ki l l ed ,

1 wounded.
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N;e a t he r Condi t i on s - Hun ra r y : Cl ou dl e s s .

l ,or t he r n Fr a nce an d 1̀io r t h -   .e st er n   e r many : 3/ 10 t o 5/ 10

h i   -  up sl oni n   cl ou ds i"r om 1 500 t o SU0 0 rnet e r s , ba d hi g h -

a l t i t ud s vi Qi bi l i t y ,  

13 . ) Br i t i sh At t a ck on    r ansport at i on  ' aci l i t i e s i n t he Ar e a of Br u  sel s on

11/ 12 A'.ay 1944
- - - - - - - - - - - ... 

( See s ke t cr. : hor  e a i r d e f en ae , s upp l eme nt 221 : )

Ene   Ef t or t
• - - - - - - - - - - _.-.

  'he f o l l owi n  op e r at i on s tivere co nd uc t ed by t h e R  ' :

i ___ ___ _   ____  ___  ___ _
.A l a r g e- sca l e at t ac k wi t h 500 b omb e r ::i r c r af t on t r an sp o r t a t i on f a ci

li t i e s i n t h e a r ea of Lr u   s e l s . II e  i nn i n   ,   t 23  00 hour s t wo boa:be r a t r e ams

a ppr oa ch ed f r om t r.e a r e a n or t h and s out h o f h or wi ch f l yi n  i n e a st e r n , l a t e r

i n s out h - ea st e r n di r ec t i on . The bombe r st r e an s uni t ed i n t h e a r e « n or t h of

Sc he l d e E st ua r y and p r oc eed e d i nt o t he a re a of b r u s se l e . They r e t ur n sd i n v.e s -

terrn dnd north-+nestern direction .

A s tx o ng   :os c.u
i t b - b ar  be r f or c e a pp r oac he d f r om t h e s ea a r e a ea s t of

  I pswi ch f l yi n  i n ea st e r n , l a t e r i n °ou t h -e a   t e r n d i r ec t i on , a c r o s s

" che l de Es t u  :r y i nt o t he a r e a o f Li e
g s . The ?y os qui t v - bomb e r s f l ew a he ad o f t he

hea vy bomb e r s a t t he Fa r,e a l t i t ude , p r e su  b l y t o di s t r a c t at t ont i on f r om t he

  ain target of the attack. The returned together witY . the four-en ine bobbers,

? he a l t i t ud e at   r 
. 

r. t h e h s a vy bo  be r s  apF r o<<c i.ed wx s e s t abl i s hed 4G00 t o

45  mgt er s . 1̀'hey f l ew ov e r t hs t a r g et s a t a l t i t ud es f r om 2000 t o 250 0 met e r s .

Th e t r un s p- r t s t i on f a c i l i t i e s i n t l  e a r e a o f b r us s el s we re tie a vi l y

dama€ed by the briti5h night attack.
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wi t h 20 ai r c r • :f t
A m:i.n

  - l ayi ng op®rat i on '' i n t hg s ea  tre a of t he    e st Fr i si an i sl and s .

Fat r ol u:i s si ons •  +i t h s numbe r of "FA1"- ai r cr   f t over t he ar ea

of Ho l l  .nd .

Cour i e r u.i s si on 4 f l own i;y t tiYo Gi r cr a f t r hi c h c r o s s ed t he Ska-

ge rr alc c ami ng f r o  :. reder. ,

Com  ,i t ment o f t he I i  i ght e r Corp s

The f ol l owi ng ai r cru .t'
t r  ere efl ,i:a oy ed :

I n ni g ht f i gra e r pur s ui t ope rat i on s a gai  ,s t t rie uombe r s t roarr, i nt rudi ng
 

into Eelgium  
  -    _ _----- ---------- -------   

-------------

 3y t he 3 rd Fi ght ®r   i vi si on : ; 2 t wi n - engi ne f i ght er ni r cr   f t f rom t he arda

of IJol l dnd . 7 he di r c r df°t were di re c t e d i n t o

t hc bombe r 5t r e   m ov e r Sc hel de Es t uar y .

By the 2nd and 7th Fighter Divisions: As a prec-_:ution measure, 12j twin-

e ngi ne f i ght e r tai r cr af t t o ok of f i n di rt ct i on

o f t he Ruhr area i or t he ca s o of a Bri t i s h

  l arg e- sc al e at t ac k dg ai n st d t ar get i n P ort h -

V  e st ern   ermar y or i n t he Ruhr ar ea . Be cauae

of t he noonl i
.g

ht ( i nc rea si ng ha l f moon) i t

c oul d ba   nt i c i pat ed t r. +t Isr i t i sh ai rcr af t
penet rat e x  ti   i t ed

tivOUl d • di at ance .

Tot al F.f f or t : 1 75 t wi n - ®n  i ne f i g l t e r a i r c r   f t .
_M _  M ____  _ _  ______      ._ _

EnenLy Lo s s ®s : 1Z bo  ber e def i ni t e l y shot down , 4 t  ombe r s pbo b  bl y shot

-   - down .
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Loss e g of Fri endl y Far ce s : 3   i r c r af t .
Loss es of per soruiel : 4 ki l l ed ,

  r,:i s si ng .

 " eat he r Condi t i ons : Fel g  .um: 3/ 10 t o 5/ 10 Yu ti h upsl opi tag cl ouds .

.
Nv rt l  -    e st e rn   e rtnar,y : Cl oudl e s s .

Hi gh- dl t f t ud a w i nds '  t 5000 t o 7000   e t er s : 100 d zgre e s ,

BO ki l anet er s per Y our .

].1, .
) ar i t a

. sh   t t ack on Tr ans po rt at i on Fa ci li t i e s i n t Yte Ar e a o f Li e ge on

  1 2/ 13 b   Y 194 k
__   __ .____ •
(Se® sketch: hame air defena®, supplement 222i)

Enetr y Ef f ort
- -   - -           -

The f ol l ov.i ng oper at i on s v er e conduct ed by t he R '.F :

Duri ng t Y,e f i r  t ha l f of t l:e ni t;ht :
_  ..._- - _- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     . 

Ki t h 5D  Uor• ber s
y l ar ge - s cal e at t ac k 'on t ran sp ort ut i on f ac i l i t i e s i n t he ar ea of

s out h-
Li a   e . The bor ber s t , •e ar;, appro   ched f r or  t he are   of Nor wi ch f l yi ng i n   e as - _ 

- tern direction aeross cct.elde E tuary into the area of Liege. 7̀he aircraft
_

re t urned i n nort h   e st e rn rand   ,e s t e rn di rec t i on . Re s ul t s of t t ,e at t ac k: Cor  -

si de r- :bl e da  g e s t o t r :r,ap ort at i on f aci l i t i e s .

A nu.ni ng ope r at i on in t he He l i go l   nd Bi gt7t wi t h about 10 ai rc r af t

  Fat r ol r.li s gi on s i l own by a numb er of ''Fh "- ai r c raf t ove r t rie are d oi Eiol l und .

.1 nurr:ber o f ai rc ra f t c ar ryi ng o r s uzopl yi ng   „ent s f l eva t o J ut l aund .

Dur i ng t re 5e cond ha l f of t he r.i   ,
ht :

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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I t r, : s ; r  -  -tu:_-    l y t l. e i ia e  _t i on of t he   ri t i s h r ol    na t o r:i t t he d ly f i   r.

t e r uni t s s t  a i oned i n Fe l s on t i :e   .a   r    : i n or de r t o r educe t 'r:e de f er.s i ve

po   e r _
i n t l ;e <.r e  : of Vi e nn :.

T:o d- t  : a re  ,.vai l 2bl e cn t r:e c : r, .;
i t r;,ent of t r:e r,i U'r  t f i   r t er

uni t 5 o f t he I Fi   ht e r Coi  ̂; s  .s    e l l ,-a on t r i e r.d l y   nd Lri t i st, l o s s e s of

4i r ;r    f t duri n  - t i_e ;.e ri od f r ou  .'_;  
.J   t o ti  ,

/   0 L-<< : l  JL,I  •

•

•
•
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i..i .n e - 1  y i n E; o  e r . t i c  ns i n t he He l i   ol   r ;d   i f;ht  •.i t n 5(7   i r c r :..f t

and of f t he Du t c ir eo..s t y i t l-  10  .:i r c r a f t . .ii n ura  e r of a i r c r u f t of t l :e r. i n e - .

l a ypr f or ce o ;e r :: .
t i r.  i n t h e i e l i    o l   nd   i g ht ;:, r oc eed ed i rlt o t i7e   r e   of t he

K:  i s er   i l hc l r   c ::n    l . I n t hi    :r e_  t 'r eJ  .t t   c  ced f l ood   a t e i n st  a l a t i on s  

i n t l;e vi c i ni t y o i I Li e l   .nd   r un Gbu et t el  .:i t l;o ut c ::u si nt; r en  _r k  jb l e 3r.  -,«  e .

Comr:i t r,,ent o f t rie T Fi   ia e r Cor p s

Th e i oLl oti i n  ; a i r cr a i t  ..e r e e:  {: l o,  e ,i :

:  . a i n s t i :i n e - l ay e r  :i r c r :-: f t̀ i n " c'
.
i na::e l b e t t  ' - t     c t i c s c v o r t h e He l i   o l Gru,i Ei   n

_ F
•y

t h e 2 n d :  i   ra er   i v i   i on : ; t v:i n - z n   i n e f i F;r t e r a i r c r a i t ; ,i t h o ut  .:n y s u c
-

Ce SS.

Aga i n st t r;c :;or_-:
be r ^t r e::n; i nt r u3i i: J i r t o ;'e l ;  .uir. :

I n ni gla i i   r t e r  ;ur sui t ope r r+t i an s :

? y t t' a 3 r d : i  ;r t e r Di vi si on : 56 t a,i r  - e r.  i ne f i   t .t e r ai r c r a f t f r c  : t he   r ea

of Le l gi w::   nd I:ol l a nd .   hc  s i r c r ::f t ;re r e di r e c

t ed i nt o t he b v  ;b  ; r   t r e   r : f r om t he "Iii mr;e l t  e t t '
  t   t ' on s 

- i n I:o l l ; .nd  Snd   e l ;  um.

Fsy t he l   t   ?nd , ; I  i , und ? t h Fi F, ra a r   i vi   i or,G: l j 1, t 1+i n - en   .r_e f i   i_t e r :_i i

c r  .f t . ::    i  r e c  ut i on  ,.t a s ur e t }: e a i.r e r c  f t t o o
i n c   : e t ad

o 'g    
 

   ;  t1.e
b omi ;er s t r e;  a:    

   .:e n e t r a t e d i nt o t h e  ie i c r : '   t e r r i t o m,  .

i ot a l E f f or t : 1    1 t  •:i n - e n  ; i n e f i  ;
l-a e r : i r c    :-;f t .

Ener.  I o 4s e s : 13 : o  t  e r r: .r c r :•f t de i i r.i t e l ;; ;-  :ot a o .n .

  b cr.
he r  :i r c r s f t

_ r c    ,bl  t   't .ot d o tirl .
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Los s e s of F r i en dl y For ce s : 2   is c r s f t .

Lo s Qe s o f p er s onn e L• 1 wound ed ,

4 r s s si ng .

V:e at h er Cond i t i on s : Cl ou d l e s :  , t hi c l: Y:i gr.-u l t i t u d e 1-ui ze .

::i gh - a l t i t u d e wi nd s : 1; 0 d eb r ee a , 1a0 ki l omet er s p e r h our .

1 5.
) Br i t i ; hh Ai r   ct i vi t i e s on 13  'l l;. t .ay a s r e l l a s   r i t i sh fi ui s +.nce ; a i d s

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   _    _ 
on Koe l n   n d Du e s se l d or f on 1 4/ 1 5 l .ay 191+4

( See s  ;e t ch : h ome a i r d e f en s e , s upp l er  s nt 22 3 ! )

Er emy Ef f or t  

 
  'he f oll o  ni n; ope r a t i on a we r e c onduc t ed by t h e P  .F :
---------------- ------------- ----------- -

On 13/ 14 'r: ay :

Idui s 3n ce r. i Gs i on s  fi t r 2 a i r c r   f t ove r t Y e c o  st a l a r e d of E}ol l  znd .

Gour i er rr:i s s i on s wi t l: 3 ai r c r    f t c.c r os c t h e Skager r = k t n S  ned en .

- On 1 4/ 1 5 1 ,'ay dur i n   t Y,e l i r st h   l f' o t" t l  e n i ght :

A b or b e r o;?e r a t i on i nt o t h e a :•e .7 o f Le Hav r e .
 

.  n ope r  ,t i on cor.du c t e d b y =. n i.u  be r o f Tyl . e
h o s qt:i t o a i r cr a f t a c ro Qs

Sc h e l d e Es t u  +r y i nt o t he r r e   of A  ch en wi t l out d r o  _pi n g bonb s .

 '  rr,  .n e - l   y i rl  ope r  .a i on   i t r   :  out ti 0 a i r c r a f t i n t h e Gea a r e a :.e st

of Den I: e l de r .  

Au r i n c; t he s ec   d h a l f o f t r.e n i g ht :

h ui s .n ce r   i d s on Du e s s e l do rf and Ko el n tiwi t h    t ot a l s t r e li   t h of 30

I-'o scui t o- b on  e r s . The a i r c r   f t ap p r oa ched 4c r o ss   Sc r,e l de Egt ud r y . 1 i ey r et ur

n ed on c o un t c r r out e s .
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_

Yte sul t  ; of t 'r.e at t  tck : " a ;:-i de_ -:ia e d::,r_.,_ .;E. s t      ui l di r:Y;s Af i ndusl.r i al i r st a.l.-

l  :t i on   .

Cotrr   t   -:e nt o f t he I Fi r ra e r Cor p s

Zhe r o1 1o .•,i      a i r c r ,•f t   ,e re er:! l oy ed on 11 ,,
 1 5   'ay :

P.  a i n Qt Typ e I: o s ,ui t o  .i r c r a f t dur i ng t Y:e f i r s t and t }:e s e cond Iial vd s o f t },e

  i   h t :

}•'y t he 3  ; i  -t a c r   i vi ^i on : 10 t •.  i n - en ;; i ne f i bl t e r a i r c r   f t i n "  :i     ,e i :.e t t   -

t ` c t i c s   nd r i t )': 'w ' - i l:.
i d ;n ce i n Iiol l .uid .

,
Enei  y Lo s s e s : : ,r:e  y l o s ne s  ;e re ob: e r ved .

Lo s   e s o  "' r i endl   .'or ce s :
_        - - - - - - - - - - - -

We at h ex• Cor  i t i on s : On 14 / 1 5 1'J:a}*: Den se f or:::c t i on o .f c l oud s , l o  er ce i li r ;

20G t o 5  o n:et er   , uppe r ce i li n  ; 500 0 t o 7000 i .et er s .

I:i r Y:-  a t i t ud e r i n d s : :?yG de   r ee s ,   0 ki l ot ,e t e r s pe r ho ur .

1 6
.

)    r i t i sh :  ui s  nee  - a i d s on   •ann},ei n_   nd I ;oe l n on 1 5 a n d l o b ay l yl l+

i ( Se e Gke t c }  : Y:or,:e   _i r def en s e , s upp l eluent 2? 4   )

L'.n er-    f f or t

: 'h e f ol l ov,i nr ope rat i ons we re conduct ed      .t r e ;  :;F :

  uri n -,
t h e f _r   t r,gl f o f t he n i   ht :

;:ui s  r,c e r a i d 5 v i t t; a t ot : l st r ®r. a t: of 100 A :oQC_u i t o bo  k er s on   tiann -

r.ei n  and Koel n . T   e r..:.r c r :  f t i nt r ud ed i nt o t Y.e   re a of Koe l n f l yi ng

ac ro s G Gst end i n e  :  ;t err. di r ec t i on . The y r et urned vi r Sch el 3 e Es t ua r y .
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     = 

_ 
r

. -  - . v   e .
  al ai a

   hhs ai r cr   i n   r u  otd  i   aa_u
t h- ee   ar n di   ct ri on -

i   t o   r. ar e a o 
.I
      _

  s   .m a   d   t t    asd o  a  t  tt e r r o  'te s .     r ®l   s.    d ti   b   ab ,ops  
      -  

- ,. --
  rl a r . t hsy di d a ot c  vae ar y d  sg. . _

.   A      -1.  ,  v ae  at i   i a t h  a $   ,q   f   i . 1   .      ei    
a t    .    it

- ai r er af t app r c  eh .   acr o  9   'ut l erid ar d . r et  ur ned   we s'      cli r . et i   ,  

. _ • _
  :  ttxmber of ai r     f t c a   y  :ng or s  pl yi ng:   ,ent     l̀ . a r   p     .  

J ut ]  i . - I
. .  

l  r i m  .'
  k e s   v nd ha2f of "t  s+e    f g  t :  

, -
- ,- ..  ,  

, -
-
_

'   ea.  e:  .a   ani s a  ae :vne Yl a  n b  a .a     a   a  :r     a  :$,1.  t   e   ' I 
- --

_ .- Dazt cb
  coaat #  l ocat . ccnva    . !

- -
. - _

. A s  .ng  :e . ai r   r a     l . w: ©n a c c ur i . r mi   si   ;     o  s   t   r    k
-  g s3"  "  k  

 

CO  f 1'0 1    t  f0 ,1  . -
, -  _,

, ,
I

G±c, r yml t   a t a f t l  . 1  
.g

i  'ts :r ' Cor p a .
      w        
.
The f ©] a  

  s i r   af t xer.     o  +od :  
   r    .   . . . .   .r r r . . ++   + r   .     -. . . . . . l       s . r   r -

.

.
/1    i r     . - ,l tiayrer °ai r cr u  t i g "Hi  m  el bat t "- t aat i   e o r  r .  Hol e t   s!

. . - -   . ___ .___...:.  _.,...._

• B r t h  2ad Fi
.  t    Di vi s   .mn:: A nw bax of t  ri n-   ng3.rie f '    #+ e  ai   r a .F  . 'Q rt   a

   
;. :

. ' '.  „ 
  11t   a  .,j T l A      .    ' 'r' 'r  - ' iiS_

4''.t f .CS: '  le  $'  -  ,

-
  a r a f t̀

-   er o gui d ed b yr t h. "  '  t     a   a   st   h e  

  - l ay s x  a i r cr a   'C.

  B 
,III

  +   O    b   b     2`Q;: _ • -
.;  . .    . ...   ,.   _ 

• . _ 
 y

t       r .d   i   #W. r   13ii vi sr  ,cu  • ,l nw  er of t wia3- . x  ,n.   i :     t r a,    r af    a g
_

'  a
I

. - . . . _
   ;  e3,b    t n - #.act 3.c a ow. r Ho    a     t  3

 ].    1:  wau-  Lg  I' 
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i i   ht e r , ur   ui t ope:rat i on s Y  i t h "  "-  ,Tui dan ce .

: ot a l E .'f or t : 2, t   :i i . - en  ;i ne f i ; ht e r a i rcr  -:f t .

  ner  Lo s se s : L, ri _i r e - l   ye r    i r c r  _f t de i,ir :i t el y Gl ot dohn .

Lo   se s o f Fri endl  ,l   'or ce s : Ivone .

 ':e ::t he r    ondi t i ons :   •e l   t  : .
}=ol l  :nd , and i  ort t:e rn   ermany : Li  ;ht c unul u s

c l ouds  a  :l t i t ude s f r a r  1 000 t o 2400 nlet e r s .

fi uhr are a : 10%10 ° t r at u   c l ou d s f rom I   0 0 t o 2300 u:e t er s

I :i rh. al ti t ud e s wi nd s   ag na at 5000 t o 7000 n et ar s : :Z40

_ de   ,r ee s ,   0 ki l omet e r s per houi•.

17 .
) nui sance icai d on   e r l i n or. 1 b  '17   ,'   y i 51,4

( Se e :-ket cr;: 1-:on e ai r def en s e , s uppl s ms nt .' 24 ! )

. En emy Lf f ort

The f ol l ovli n  o ; e r    t i ons wer e c onduct e d by t he F  :1+' :
---------------------------------------------------

:  nui s rr.ce r ai d on   e r Li n   i t h 1,5 i _o s c;u i t o- bor Uer s . Th  ; ai rc r  af

ar nro. c   e d at ri dni   l t vi a Y.e l i   ol ar,d and i ue iJe ck . Zhey r et urned i n nor t h-• s r ;a l l
v  e s t e rn  Li.rec t i on  _c r ors t:or t l:   :e s t e rn Gern: :r y diid t he   ui de r  'ea ,   ' ntam-

ber of  :i r cr 4i t i 1 er: ° i n   l  T f'r oir    .uel;eck i n e us'te rn di re c t i on i nt o t he are a

oi  ̀nkl   rr  and r et urned i n nort } -       st e rn di r ec t i on ,

  mi ne- l uy i ng ope rat i on   ,i t r. 1 0 a i r c r  .:
f t i n t Y.e s ea ar e a of t Y,

 • e   t and 1;a ;-t r r i si   .n i s l  :nd s .

J ur i n   t he r econd h :1 f of t he r,.
i   t one   io squi t o - re conna i s s ::r ce

ai rc raf t ;   ,pe •.red ove r 1-: ur.cur  , .
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Ca  Lt ;; ent of t ha I Fi ght e r Co r F s
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Th e f ol l otivi n g  .i r c r a f t wer e er  l oyed : .

r.6a i n st  ;,i n e - l :  ye r a i r c : a f t :
_.        _     ..- - - - - - - - -

By t he 2nd and 3 r d Fi ght or Di v i si on s : 5 t Y i n - en  i r e i i gY t e r di r c r a f t i n . ' hi

mel be t t '  - t a ct i e s ove r t he c ods t dl a r e a s o f Nor  -

t h e r n I :o11 3nd and Ea st F r i si a .

Ene y Zosses: Enemy losses were not observed.

Lo s s e s o f E'r i endl y For ce s : Pdon e .
• - - - - - - - - - r r   _  __    -

  ea t he r Con di t i on s : 10;'10 s t r a t u s c l oud a , l ower c e:i.
li ng 1 00 rr e t e r a i n  

+ ~ -
ti i t h r a i n f a l l ; upp er c ei ]i n g b00 0 triet er s .

18 .
) Br i t i ;gh h ui sa n ce  ;e t i vi t i e s on 18 ! 19   ly and Nui :  an ce .'ta i d on Koe l n on

- -   - - ` .- - -   - - - - - ._   _ -   - - - - - - - - .   - - -  . .. - - - - -   -   -   - - -   - - -   - - - - w -  

19/ ?0 1'ay 1944

  3e e ake t ch : home a i r d e f en s e , supp l em  n t 2  5! )

Ene  y Ef f or t

• - - - - - - - - -

Th e f ol l owi n g op er a t i on s v e r e conduct ed b y t h e rZAF :
- -     .  _    .   __   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

On 18/ 19   .̀ay :

It' ui s an ce   3. s si on s wi t h s®ve r ,.l   i r cr z f t up t o t he a r ea of b e r '

an d over t he coa s t a l a r e a of I lol l and .

On 1 9f '  0   :ay :

  nui s an c e r a i d +  i t h a t ot a l st r e r  t l-: of 40 Ko s4ui t o bomb er s

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

,,  !  - . J -

c.
t I    l  [ 11

.
  'l t

s     i n =t 1•;o e l n   r d l e ve r   u s ° n .
'_i :e  ; i r c r  .f t r:, :p r o r.c i-.e

d   f r•oe:.
t h e   tr e :. of i4or -

ti• i c k:  : c r o   s ^ c •r:r;i d e ::    t u   .r ;;   i y i n ;J i n   o u t 'r    .    t e r ri   i r e c t i o r; i n t o t r e   r e a

Of 'ti 0 8 1 1 1 :l:"f.
    OYlI1 .

Ì't: e ,   r ? t u I'I18d OIi COLir'it r. r r OUt 8 5 .

7  0 f ou : -s: r.  i ne   o ::  e r ': i r cr  :f t i n t r t ,3ed i r on: t h e s r  : a of Iior vri c}:

 : cr o ° ^ T}:  •r:c3c '    t u  ::  , i n   out Yre . r. d i r ec t i on i nt o }:or t he r n r r   n ce .

:'. n ur l; e r o f  :i r cr _  f t i r o  . t l:e i:r •i t i   i: «i r c a   e , c. :r r ;  i n   a r   u} F1y  .r l

a  *ent s , i l e4y t c •̀out E:e r r. - ol , r.d   nd i n t o t } e  :r e ,: o f L ud:   :e st .

Tn r e e <.i.r c r .  f t on c  c our i c: r ; s   si on c r o     ed t l ie s h_.he r r . .h f l ;  i r.,=
t a

. 'ti•,eden .

•
   on  :-.i t ,;,en t ol t i ,e I }' i Zht e r Cor    

I n con s ec_u Er.ce
     x x    3rr_ of r e  ;or t   oi t l:e Cer :   .u r -.d.

i o i  ,t el l i   e n ce t },e

Y'e   3qu a t°t e r   of t l :e I Fy  }_t a r L' o r }: s  ::a i c i ,_  t ed . l ; r ;_e -   c  .l e   t t   c }c ;J-;i i '. st

t ;,e :;.e
i c i:     t e r r i t or ;j . l̀ }.e   o:  l o ..i r:;; I.i s s i on s :• er e 1' l o ..n ,: ° r pr ec :  ut i or, i::ea -

cur e i n vi e -   of :  r i t i ^h :..o   .;ui t o-   or. l e r   i t:t z•ud i r: ; : r ol: t : :e ._r e t of i :or r i c iL

a cr o     ° r,}.e l d e     t u.. r  : c i •r,r i c li on e bor:L e r   t r aa r., p r oc eed ed -.cr o s :    Y: _:,l :e s

"  r t u   r y i r.
t o l•' c r t r e r n    , •  n c e :

•     y t h e :  I   '     1  ;
}

.
t e r 7 1 v 1 S 1 o n : c

: Ll -    : l l [71 t   1 n   i r i; C t
.
i Of i O t •  

,
i

.
Z

.
Ud 'r  i  ; .

E}• t h e   r d :' i   i: t e r  '  i .v
i   i o n : 1̀: .i n - e r,Ei n e i i ,, h t e r  _:i r c r    i 't i ' r or.  

F:o l l   n d   n d

L e   r; i ur : - r:d f r a :_
t h e a r e :  o f i r   n 'r.   u r t i n di r e c

t   o n o i `' c r.e l d e   ;-t u <, r ;; .

}:;i t l: e  't }  :, i ; 1  t e r   i vi   i an : :  i l t „ i n - e rr  i : e   i   }:t e r  ,i r c r af t i i  d i r ec t i on

o i F . F. I d : .

r r c c a u t i oa  < r ;,•'  Tot . 1 :: i" ' C71•t     ' • l b7 t   ri r.- t n   i ne f i  -Ya e r   i r c r  ,t t .
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' .f
t er t ]:e ai r c r a f t i n t r ud i r.  r c r ocs '̀ c l:e l d a   s t u :r y 'r. ;•  t ur n ed out

t o be r, hios qui t o un i t .::Y,1 t l e ' ou r - en   ne boc;:'oe r st r e :m ct  :yed w  .t l  i t 'r.e

 ; r ea of Fr a nc e , s l l ni       t f i   l; t e r s c omn;i t t ed r e ce i ve d or d er s f or l an di n   .

Enemy I
-o s s e s : r ne t  y l o s   e s • :e r e n ot ob s e r ved .

i .o ss e s c £ Fr i end l y r o r c es : 4 ai r c r « f t .
    - - - - -   -   - -   r - - - - - - _

Losses of personnel: 3 killed ,

b   ,ounded ,

2 r:i s si n g .

 'lea t h e r Con t i .t i on s : Cl ou dl e s s . Hi   .- a l t i t ud e lvi nd s : :h    i •  Yr J     ^ ,
b     ki l ome -

t e r s pe r hou r .•

1 ° .
) Br i t i s n "t t a ck on Dui sbu r   on   l / 22 !. à y 1941 

(   ee s ke t c Y . : l: ome    i r de f ens e , s uppl en ent 2? b ! )

 ^emy Lffort

'1'h c f o17
.or+i n;; op e r at i on s .•re r e cona uc t e d by t h e Rf':F :

'  .r , a t t a ck tivi t h   J t omb er  :i r c r a f t on J ui sb ur i; . 'l t.e bou  e r

;-t : ea r:  c oul d n ot l  r e co n i zed un t i l i t r ::  r e :. ched t he a.i dd l e of t Y e Chr nn e
 

o  .i n  t o   t -r on;  r : d i o i nt e r f e r en c e t y :'sr i t i 5    ,
j  ;r  , i n 4 a i r c r  :f t .

": n ui s' :nce r :  i d   ri t i"  t;C L'o s -ui t o- UOr  ue r s on i>r e f e l d .
, ` t QL° v. i    

      n r. i ; s i on s f l oti :n      • T;  i:,c ; .'o s   .u
i t o a    r c r a f t t o No r t h=  e st e r n Ge r   :  r y .

.'   î n e - 1 t  -in r, o  .e r a t i o . ,  .i t r- l, :. li i : x- borr' .e r c i n O , ni sl:   :a t e r s .

:  e ;:ul t s of t l:e :.t t   c]cs : I n Dui sb ur   , :
  ] e f ol l o si n  ; c:J:ount o f  .u  „ uni t i on w:; s

dr op . •ed : Sl   ,e ne r   l - ;_u r ]  o   e :  or ,L- s , I bl d er  ol .
 
.
t i on

b omb s 1000
S  r

c
 

di  ̀:'r
e

b or  b   e   ,  • h
      . .

D

 , '  r- , 55!+ 0 r ]  o   ,,hor us i n Ce r l l l   :     ' } OL'.,  s ,
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and 30 li  -;u
i d f i re j e t bombs . }.:edi urri dacr.aue wa s

 ca us ed t o bui l di n s s . 17 t"a ct or i e s danaged .

I n Kref e l d : 11 f : ct o r i e   and 2 e s t abli s hr ent s of

p ubl _c ut i li t i e r l amG  ed .

t he
  opmi t ment o f   I s  i     t er Corps

- - - - -     ____  _ .  -

Th e f ol a oti ri n   a i r c raf t were em?a oyed : •

- - - - _ - ___.    ._....... -

    -a
i n st t h e bomber st r ea  i n ni ght i"i   ht e r pur sui t ope ra t i ons :

  __..._ -   ._._ ._.___- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --- - -    

By t he 2nd and ; r d   i    t e r Di vi s i ons : 11 5 t vri n - e nE; i ne f i gr t e r ai rc raf t .

     ;ai n Gt rsi ne - l ay er   i.rc raf t _
-------------------

By t he ?  d   ght e r  3i vi si on : 26 t tiri n - e n  i ne f i ght e r ai r c raf t .

Tot a l Ef f or t : 1 1+1 t  •:i n - enr i r.e f i ght er a i r c r af t .
- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Act i vi t i e s   f t h e l n t i a i r cr a f t Ar t i l l e r y :

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   ..._   

  h̀e f ol l osvi
.n    :.nount of a  :.un i t i on tiva s di s ch :rged :

tivi t h
29 he avy bat t e,r i e s   133 gun s f i r ed 74 55 r ound s .

 

Enen,y
Lo s s e s : 21  bo raber   .r cr af t de f i n i t e l y sl.ot down ,

_ _ __    __- _ de f i rii t e l
,y7   n

.ne- l a yer s.i r c rLf t   shot down .

I n   dd i t i on ,
t he fo l l owi n  .:i rcr r: f t we re shot down by an t i -

__- - - - - - - - - - - - - ._ .,   _ - ___   .    - - - -
ai r cra f t ar t i l l ery :

6 bo  - be r a i r cr nf t de f i n i t e l y s ho t down .

TOt  a ,
L0 9   9 : 37 ai r c r a f t de f i n i t e l y   h ot down .
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I:o s s e s of Fr i endl y For ce s :   ai r cr  .f t de st royed ,
---------- -------------

3 3i r c r   :f t d _   ;aged ,

Los es of per onnel : 6 killed ,

1 vYounded .
.

j" eat her Condi t i ons : Der s e f cr r ,at i on of cl oud s .

  0 .
) Er i t i s h At t ac k on Oor t r ;und ar.d Br   unsc hY  ei o on 22%23 a.ay 1 i 1+l+

( Se e sket cr  : raor:e ai r def en s e , s uppl ement 2  7 ! }

Er.err y Ef f ort

T1- e f o Ll oti ri ng oFer   .t i ons we re co nduct ed by t he Fw  .M:
 

--------- -------------- --------- -----------

 }.n at t ac k tivi t h 1 0 0 bon be r  - i r c r   f t of t he 3rd ,
bt h , and 8t h

Eombe r Groups on Jort mund ; t he a i r cr  ,.f t f l ev  ut al t i t ude s f r om   50 0 t o ? 5G0

mst e r s . The b or•iber s at t ac ked i n a conc ent rat ed f orriat i on re gardl e a s of t he

ant i ai r craf t f i r e .

' n at t ack y i t r: 20 0 bor Z:e r  . i r cra i t o f t he l st and 6t h BomJ  e r

 'rro ups ; t he bo:̂b e r s Gt t acke d duri n;; t r,e peri od f r om 01 :18 t o 01 :1 0 hour s

f l yi n    t a l t i t ude s i r o  5Q00 t o fi 100 s: et s r s . Af t er havi na   t s t ai.ned t h e
•

f i r st. l os se s t he f o r     a i on of t he bvr•b er st re am l oos ened up an d wi dened .

Thi s pre s ur_.a
b15 p re vent e d a conce nt r at ed re l e a s e of t r.e bomb l oads . The Bri -

t i uh Com    .nd t r i ed t o conf us e t he pi c t ure oi t he ai r si t u:;t i on by havi no
e

t he appr oac hi r  bor  er s t r eams change t he i r cour se s f r , uent l y and by havi n 

Ty  a o  r.,u
i t o ui r cr   f t oper at e by "Dueppe l "- met hods ;  .

..................................

Ivot e : -  ''Dueppe l "   ans
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A n ui sa n ce r a i d on L.  nn he i m wi t h a sma l l N,os qui t o- u:v .t .

Pa t r ol mi s si on s tivi t h a nwnb ®r of "FIti' " - a i r c r a f t ove r Nort h- t':e et er n Ge rmany

and Nol l an d .

A mins-layir  operation in the Kattegat.

I  e gul t s of t he  '  t t :: cks : Can si d er a bl e da m  ge t o bu i l di ng s . Aman g ot he r ob  e ct s

  ~ 11 i n du st r i a l e st ab l i shment s i n Do r t mun d we rs hi t

and 2 industrial establishnent' in Braunschweig

incurred medium da age.

Comrni t tre nt of t he I  ' i gh t e r Co r p s

•
Th e f ol l owi n g a i r c r 4 f t ner e empl oy ed :

By t he l at , 2nd , 3 Zd , F+nd 7t h   i g ht e r   i vi Qi on s :

I n f i ght e r pur s u1t op er ut i on s : 2   '7 t  ni n   n  i ne f i ght s r ai r c r a f t , an d

t o p r ov i d e f i ght e r p r ot ec t i on : 61+ si ngl e - en gi.ne f i ght e r ai r c r af t of tivhi ch

1 5  ̀l a i r c r a f t we re emi l oy ed t o r ep u]
.se t h e e t t ack on Dor t mund dnd

131  aircraft  :ere eu,ployed to repulse tre attack on Braunschweig.

Tot a l Ef f or t : 291 s i ngl e - en gi n e and t wi n - engi n s f i gY:t e r ai r c r a f t .
- - - - - - - - - - - -     - N - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -     - - -   -   - - - -

 

hctivities of the .4ntiaircr ft  rtillery :

The f ol l owi n g amowYt o f a rc uni t i on wa s di sch a r ged :

2 5? he avy ba t t er :i.e s fi r   32 l gl r ound s .

Er e t  .y
Lo s s es : 3 5 b omb er ai r c r a f t d e f i ni t e l y st ot d own ,

w ~  
7 b omb er ai r c r af t pr obabl y shot down . '

I n addi t i on , t h e f o l l o °.i ng L.i r c r Gf t we re sh ot down by Rnt i -
_,  ,.  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

---_-------__ __ ----------
 ii r c r    f t a r t i l l e r y :
_    _______- _ - - -
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13 bor Uer ai r cr   f t  te f i ni t e l y sYlot dotitin .

Tot al Lo s s e s : 1+8 bombe r   .i r craf t de f i ni t e l y s  :ot do1 n ,
~   ~

 l bornbe r ai r cr  yf t i;r obabl y   i ot do  n .

Lo s s e s of Fr i endl y l 'or ce s : S  :i rc raf t de st ro;i ed ,
- - - - - - - - - - - - -   r    

2  -i rc r .Yf t   a
.s si n  , ,

?  :i rcra f t d    r<<:  ed .

Lo s s e s o .
  p e r s o nne l : k ki l l e d ,

5   .o un de d
,

  ;,1     ] .11  .

 
 °;e at h e r Con d i t i o n s : l / 1 0 t o 5f 10 c l o ud s .

  ----------- -----

21 .
) Bri t i s ri ? ui s ane e h.di ds on Ee r l in us ti e l l   s :' t t Gcks on l a chen • ;nd on

- - - - - -   - - - - - - - - -   - -         - - -     -   - - - - - - M - .   - N -   . - -   - - -   - -  

t he   .i r f7.el d of Fel  s on t he .̀•a  r  :n   uri n ; t he I'eri od i rom

23/ 2,4, t o xl / 3p } .a3r 1941+

(S®e sket ch : ho,• :e  :i r def ens e , sup  :l er•vant Z'  ! )

  neny '.: f f or t

'  The Rei ch   s c   pi t a l wcNs at t   clc+:d :

pn ? ,     1  },',=;y l y a ; m +l l nwnbe r of l.ro s  ,ui t o- bor  ber c duri n  t he pe r i od f rom

 %0 : 1 5 t o 01 :0? hour s. •

r e s ul t s of t he  °t t ac k• I n t he ur c :n di
.s

t r i c t s o f St e   l i t z and   :i l
,tr,er sdorf '

l o bui l di n  ,  v+er e de st royed ,

1   :; bui l 3i ng c vrc re d:  r.    ed ,

4 pe r   orls rre re l  l l ed ,

11; p er   or  s  ,e re wo ur.ded ,  ind •

b0 0 pe r s ons ue cc.me r.oi::al e s s .
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On ?1 .
/ 25   '4y by a sn:a l l nu mb e r of   'os yui t o- b or.:b er s .

Re Qul t s o f t h e At t a ck : : numb e r of borr:b s wa s r e l e a s ed on t rle ce nt r a l se ct i on

  - -   ~  
of t he c i t y ca u si n g on l y s l i ght d amage .

On 27/ 2  A ay by 20 h o s c,u
i t o - bombe r s .  

P e s u l t s of t r e At t a c k : The r e vre r E on l y negl i b l e r e sul t a .

On 28/ ? 9   -' +y
bv 20 1' o s  ;ui t o - b ombe r s d ur i n  ; t he pe r i od f r oc  01 :0 1 t o 0 1 : 1 5

h our G.  

Le sul t s a f t he .it t ack : I n t he cout n v  e st e r n s ect i on of t he c i t y

- - _- - - - - - - - - -     .
1?_

bui l d i r,g s we re  ie 9t r oy ed ,
7 36 bui l d i n   s vae r e d iu::a   ed ,

4 Fe r s on s  ve r e ki l l ed ,

22 pe r son s r er e 1  oum3ed , and

l+50 p er con s be ca: :e l: on:el e s s .

On 24/ 2 5 1.:a y a t ot   l s t r engt r of 500 Er i t i sh bo r be r a i r c r a i' t ti+hi c h w®r s

- ^eparate
di vi ded i nt o t wo'' b ombe r st r eams a pp r o  chi n  a t di f i a r e nt t i ms a ut t a ck ed t he

t r a n s  °or t at i on f a ci l i t i e s of Aa ch en .

  The fir t̂ zttack took  lace during the   :riod from 00:50 to 01:21 hours,

t !!e   e c ond a t t a c k t ook pl a c® dur i n g t h e   ;e r i od f r am 02 : 1 5 t o 0 2 : 1  5 hour s .

'  e sul t s of t he At t ack s :   `edi wn dd  a   e tp t r    r.gpor t : t i on f a c i l i t i e a .

V ;e   t he r Con di t i on s : il e n se f or mat i on of c l oud s at a l t   .t ude e f r on :i 50 0 t o

  _   ._   _    
5000 meters.

.

On 2y   3p ;; a.y
5  i; ;ac-.be r ni r ci•a f t f r cxn t l. e »r i t i sl.   i r L a se i n I t a l y di i•ect ed

t he i r   t i ,ac k a g  .
i n st t he a i r ba se of Fe l s on t r.e ? a gr arr: i n Lo +e r Au st r i a .
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