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Introduct on

The Lu f t wa f f e "r_' i   h Comm .nd col l e c t ed i nf or mat i on f or t h e pur po   e of

a Gaembl i nt d a t a f or a i r wa r f a r e . I n   o d o; ng , ev er 3r e f f or t wa a made t o

ob t a i n a c ompl e t e p i ct t  r e of t he mi l i t a r y c apab i l i t i e   anct i ndu   t r i s 7
.

pvtential of all countriea with whom conflict was within the realm of

poGsibilitie . In thi  manner, the moat vulnerable attack objectiveQ

c ou l d b e i de r.t i f i ed f or t h e Ge r man a i r ope r at i on   c omma.nd .

Zh e i n t e l l i gen ce pr oce   a i G def i ned 3
.n a   t udy o.

C t he St h (? ti l i t a r y

1
Science) Luftwaffe General Staff Division, iated ?O  pril 19  ., a  follows:

 

nOn e c a.n d ef e   .
t t he en e  r onl y i f ane know  h i m. Th e n i l i t a r y cc   - an der 9

mu s t t h er e f or e b e   f u l l y zwar e of a l l happen i ng   and c i r cwn-

  t   .n ce R p er t a i ni ng t o ,
 
  ,    ̀   own cc  ioa t zone . Th ey ;nu   t mz k e ey er y e f f or t"   ` i

t o un c ov er t h e wea lrn e   4e s , s t r engt h f a c t or s , a r  pl an a oi' t h e enemy

,
1  .•by anticirating development    the er.emy  i_

tuation that is in

  c on   t ant f l ux . "

nObtaining intelligence information and evaluating the enemy are there-

fcre important prerequi ites for the succea ful conduct of warfare."

"Luftwaffe intelligence activitie  extend from the outset over all

'
ar ea n i n  rh i c r t h e t hr ee s e r   i c e c c orlc3u ct op er a t i on e . T h e Ai r For ee

intelli;ence coverG vaQt areaQ

1
Karl ruhe Collection.
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  l-.oGe wi dt h a nc: d :-p t h t r < :  s cend   's r b ey ond t h f  b oun da r i E   a s c i gr:ed

t o hi':  y az    ati•y head -.u a r t e r   er.l :
h  Ted i n t he came t er r i t or y . ''

"   i r i nt c l l i gen ce mu Gt e.
b ov e a i l pr o :-i d e t he c: a t a   'or cor ba t t i ng

t he en er:y   .i r f or ce and =or l aun ch i ng a i r a t t z ck   , a  , .
ir  ct t he

enea y reGaurcec in order to destroy them ."

"The er_
tire intell .gence n raratu  subordinates itself to this

guide line, and a11 means Gertie this end. %  For thi  purpo4e,

: __.
_:•;.=.   : .one mu s t t a k e i nt o a c cau nt t h a t , b e cau Ge of t he r ap i d l 3  s hi f t i ng

 ituatien  in air warfare, the ene: y  ituation iG  ub ect to

'
canRtant changec. . uick action is therefore mandatory, if one Gtill

4,̀ 3 r i
t S t 0 GC Or e   L1C C e S g e a ,

l'

" I n t he ca   e of t t e t i r For ce , t h e   r i nc   nl e uc T- l i e a Far t i ci:l a r l y

t ha t t he  
.n

t e l
.
l i gen ce pr oce s s   e r ve   i t s pur po s e onl y , i f i t ?  ake s

u ce of ever y   o  ni b l e Gcu r ce of i nf on:T,a t i on arzd l f t he i nt E l l i g en ce

,   i c   ;r oper l y d i s t r i but   und ar r i v e s i r. t i me Gt t h e p oi nt  ah ere i t

c4n 't,e u ced f or on er a t i ona l nl a rulin g   nd can b e c onv er t e3 i nt o

effective mjlitary action."

T ie r e c ent l y f or m6d  :en Qr a l fi t a f r of t he Lii t ti•;a f f e r ea l i zed f r om t h e

ou t s e t t ha t t h e a i r f or c e r  o•al c hav e a. d ec i s i v e e i f e c t on t h e en e.  y caFab i l i t i e s

cnl y i f :  11 i :, ̀ ' er mr .t   on f cr ^t r a t egi c a i r w  •f ar e of t h i s t y n e k er e
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already lffiown in peacetime. On the basis of past experience, it was  m-

possible to obtain such data in wartime; they could only be aupplemented.

In the German directive on air warfP.re, entitled Luftkrie fuehrut  , Air
 

'   Q
.

 

1 `^   1,
  Y   + 1 .   I Par Par 2

 
Hi i.is  16, reprint of March 19 0,   . ?9 _ 101 (  . 80  this is stated

a s f ol l ows :

"Wartime recon.nai4sanc® is based on peacetime intelligence."

"The information obtained in peacetime is generally decisive for the

inttial employment of the air force."

"In the further course of operations it often saves new reconnaissanca

_
flights that waste time, necessitating onl  a s upplementation or re-

evaluation of available intelligence."

"Peacetime intelligence activities produce the ba ic information that

cannot be obtained during hostilities or only at great difficulties."

Par . ]1 1 . of t he above di r ect i ve cont a i ns t he f ol l awi ng st at ement g:

.
+ "The battle for   resources and for   $ logistical support is essentially

a struggle involving fjxed installations.  •'ost of theee exist already

in peacetime and are immobile. The expansion of exieting inqtallatione

and the creation of new facilities- confronts the wartime sir reconnaissance

with 3
.mpor

tant problema. However, the battle for resourcea ia initially

' conducted primarily on the basi  of information obtained in peacet3me ..."

2
Karlsruhe Collection.
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If t her e wa c t her ef or e a need f or pr epar i ng ex a ct dat a f or of f ens i v e

 trategic  ir operat ons   lready in peacetime, the same would be true of

de f ens i y e   u GC  Ons . An ef Te ct i v e c ef e ns e a gai nst enemrv F enet r at i ons i nt o

one   s own zone of i nt e r i or coul d t .e c onc?uct ed suc ce     f ul l y , onl y i f t he

strength and performance of potential ad •ersaries were exactly k
 nown

  bef or e t he out br e ak of hoGt i l i t i e s and i f t he  :i r For c e = i gh Corr nand

had a aiore or leGs correct idea of the productive capacity of the sa e

opponents. .

" The Ger man Arr  ed =or c e s and Luf t waf f e   :i gh Comr and s wer e f ul ]  awar e
 

rol t he s i gn i f i canc e of t he s e   r obl emG. The st ud i ec and c?i r e ct i v e s quot ed

in thi  Gtudy chow that they knew the theor-y; it   as their t. agedy, houever ,

that the political leader :nip did not draw the practical conclusiong thst

were essential.
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Chapter Cne

I. The Or anization of Intellieence Collection and Evaluation

The Luftwaffe intelligence collection functions were not uniffed. The collecting

agenciea were usually not the same as those responsible for eva.
luation. In peace-

time the information collecting funetions were primarily assigned to the Pere i  "

.Br  a  Counterintelligence Office, Armed Forces High Command (Amt OBW/Abwehr,
 Aus-

land . The German Air Force High Command addresssd its requirernents to this agency.

 uite apart from this intelligence agency, the Luftwaffe had its own organizations

which will be analyzed in the following pages.

 
In wartime, the emphasis in the collection of ;nformation shifted to the

organic Luftwaffe agencies since wartime esr:ionage obvious y operates under more

difficult circum tances.

The following sections will describe the collectiug agencies in detail.

a. The Collectin  A encies  j iission, Organizatior , and Operations)

1 . OKW, Amt Abwehr / Au s l and ( Fe   e  ' h  Count er i nt e l l i gence C  'f i ce ,
'

Armed Forces Eigh Command)

The most important peacetime collecting agency was the   ' el 

  3
Counterintelligence Gffiee, Armed Forces High Command•

The mi sion of this agency was to collect intelligence ab oad, to prepere

sabotage operations for the event of hostilities, and

3
For the organizational structure of this agency  see Appendix I.
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to conduct counterintell igence operations.

The following quotation fully describes the mission, organization,

4
and development of this agency:

"In 1934 Canaris, then a captain in the Ger an Navy, was appointed

commander of the Sc inemuende Fortress with every indication that he

was headed for peacefvl military retir+ra ent. At that time, however,

the chief of the then small 0ounterintelligence Branch in the Reich

War Ministry, Csptain C. Patzig (Navy) suggested unexpectedly that

Canaris be made his successor. Raeder (Tr: Chief of the Germaa Navy)

approved this choice, and Canaris started his career as chief of the
 

German counterintelligence service on 1 January 1935."

"The modest German counterintelligence aervice rapidly grew out of

all proportions. Since Hitler had taken over  all financisl limitationa

had disappeared. Hitler considered the counterintelligence service

as an imnortant  nstrument of power. And since he had a personal liking

_
 

f or Canar i s , t h e l a t t e r wa s abl e t o dr aw tia l i lni t ed f unds . "
  ,

QAfter Blomberg 's departure, the Rsich War Ministry was dissolved

in 1938 and the Armed Forces High Comrnand wa$ organized w ader geitel's

cominand. Canaris and his counterintelligence agency operated directly

then
under geitel andAHi

tler in person, being responsible to nobody else.

As senior office chief in the Armed Forces Eigh Co  n,an
d, Canaris was

Keitel 's deput r. This was a considerable concentration of power in the

hands of one single man who furthermore had more access to inforrnation

than anyone eacepting very few . Canaris collected everything worth

  Karl Bartz, Die Tra oedie der deutschen Abwehr (The Tragedy of German
Counterintel ence Pil im Verla Zuerich 1955, F! 13-7-

8•
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knowing, being curious by nature; aG a result, few things escaped his

attention.
"

In  
" 

 
1935 the Counterintelligence Branch was redesignated Foreign

Counterintelligence Group. Later, in 1Q 9, the extenGive organization waa

r  esignated Fereign Counterintelligence Office. The gigantic

agency alon  the Tirp tz Bank (Tr : Of the Spree River in Berlin) absorbed

one privste building after another."

"In 1q38 the Co• nterintell igence Group was composed of five major branches

that remaiaed in existence until the agency was aboli hed. These were:

  Branch I, an important activity, first directe :  by Colonel Piepenbrock and

later by Colonel Hansen. Thi  branch wa  the real center of foreign counter-

intelligence, consisting of overt and covert co1.
l
.ec

tion of information. The

     
,branch was subdivided into  uch sections as IIi - HPer ( Arrny),^

    -e
 

+ cn
  ; c   t.I L - Lu f t (  t.e         c.  Ai r }

, I M ( ' Navy }
, IT - Te chni k (Ts chni cal

n  
,. ,,    

,C' i ;:-T..   r., tY i Oti . .
Intelligence}, IWi - Wirtschaft (Economics Intelligence), IG - Geheimwe en •   

•

- (Secret Inte113 ence   obtained thro h photo an d ress anal 4is,g   P Y

 
JP. 

rd.y.J
detection of secret ink s, etc .

)
, and IJ - Funk (Radio Intercent  )

."

"Branch I collected information which waS passed on for evaluation --

often however with a preliminary interpretation -- to the arpropriate general

staff divisions of the service concerned, be it Ar y, Navg or 9ir Force. The

Armed Forces Operations Staff under the direction of Generaloberst

(General) Jodl also received intelli _ence
through Branch III ar the Foreign

Branch ." ,

"Branch II was the central agency for sabotage activities. It was

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8
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respon ible for training representatives oF dissatisfied m:inoritie4 and

alGo GermanG abroad for future sabotage ? isGions. The tasks of the agents

wor k i ng f or t h i s br anch wer e d i f f i cu l t and v er-, 
danger ou s . They car r i ed out

acts of sabotage in er.emy countrie , destroyed ships, aircraft, manufacturing

plants, brid€es, etc."

"This branch was also responsible for insurrections and minority control

i n s ne n3r c ount r i e s . Par t of i t was t he   ubs equent l 3r or gani z ed 3r ande nbur g

Division. It was activatc:d in 193=3 under the cover designatior. of Construction

Training Company Brandenburg. It soon achieved regimental strength, and by

19  .2 i t wa s r e` e s i gnat e d ns a di v i s i on . "
 

" t the begir  ing of 1c1 0 one battalion each of thia force was stationed

at Brandenburg, in the vicinity of Vienna, an ? at Dueren in the Rhine Provir_ce.

The personnel were mainly composed of ethn c Germans or of aliens

Gpeakina a foreign language, most of whom kere convinced tiational Sociali ts.

Their mission was to parachute  nto a designated Urea, dressed in the uniform

 
of t he r e   _•e c t i v e c ount ry , and t o cr eat e c onf u s i on by car r yi ng out a c t s of

sabotage,  ̂ach as demolitions. They were the forerunners   f the British and

Amer i c an c om:na,ndo r ai c er s . "  

"Chier of Bra_nc
h II and it  operat3_ona

l forces was Major Grosscourth

until 1C 3G, Golonel La,
houGen until 1943, and Colone=  von Fre *tag-Loringh.oven

af t er t he summer of 1Q4   . " •

"Branch III was responcible for counteresnionage. It was  ubdivided

i nt o I I I  i   Ar rr y Se ct i on of Dr z nch I I I )
,
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I I T L ( Ai r For ce Sect i on of Br anch I I I )

, I I I b  - (Navy Se ct i on of Br anch I I I )
,

and III '+Ji (Economics Section of Branch III). In addition, there was a qub-

section whose integration into Branch III iG supposed to have been an organiaat-

ional mistake. This sub;ection III F, whose chief was Captain Protze (Ns.vy
)
,

was responsible for sending agents abroad, where they were to attempt to

infiltrate enEmy counterintelligence agencies."

"The counterintelligence personnel collaborated closely with the Reich

Security Office (Tr: Nazi Farty agency of the SS), for the police, not the

counterintelligence agencies, were the 1aw enforci.ng organQ in casesof

  pun i s hab l e of f ens e s . T' .

"The German Armed Forces had never been granted jurisdiction over all

means of preventing acts of sabotage and espionage against the military

f or c e s of t he Re i ch . An agr eement wi t h t he Prus : i an ?  .
i ni s t er s of War and

wer e
of the Interior, dated 1869, ctipulated that the policeh

  responsible

for combatting enemy espionage. The secret police ba ed its juri9dictional

•

,claim on this agreement, and the counterfntelligence a encies acquie ced

Gince  +.ar  Reserne officers on active counterintelliger.ce duty,who had

returned to the service after mar y years of civilian life, were able to adjust

because of their  ractical experienee in the  ecret police service. Covert

intell igence, however, wa:  and remained a counterintelligence fnnetion."

"The Forei n Branch, whi.c
h was later elevated to g ,oup level, was the

central agency to which the
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German military attaches assigned to foreign countriea reported. There, all

re; orts and inforrnation originating from thece military diplomats were collected;

valuable information was transmitted to the Armed Forces High Comr and (Keitel} 

the  rmed Forces Operations Staff (Jodl), and the .
Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

This branch was under the direction of ? ear Admiral Buerkner who was Canaris'

deputy."

"The Central Branch (Abteilun  Z -- Zentralabteilun ) was originally

responsible for administrative matters exclusively. Because of its chief ' 

aggre siveness, however, this branch developed into the most importe.n
t agency

of the counterintelligence office. This chief, Colonel -- later General -- 

Oster, was the cause of the eventual dawnfall of r  litary counterintelligence."

"Before Oster became chief of the Central Branch, he had been in charge of

the seetion or desk responsible for counterintelligence

activities in government agencies, which waa part of Branch IIIc. In this

capacity he had made many per onal contacts with chiefs of government e.genc
ies."

 
 "Created as a
  • central administrative agency, #3he Central   anch was at

f 
.xs

t responsible for administering the tremendou4 counterintelligence

organization. IInder its    isdiction operated the comptroller, the agentst

card index file9, the legal section, and tr,e passport agency . But Oster

enlarged his sphere of influence. He maintained contacte with the National

Socialist Psrty via Cw nt Helldorf and to tre Reich Security Office via

t he chi ef of t he cr i mi na l di v i s i on , Nebe , who was   n char ge of Of f f ce V

(Amt V -- Reich4krim.
inalpolizei) -- the Asich Crimi.na

l Police"
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 "Oster beeame the sole point of contact with civilian agencies. All

dat a wer e
incoming reports and information   $ channeled through his branch, p8ssed

wt.  t -through his message center, and then dispatched to the vsrious other branches. 

We s ha l l l at er s e e t he s i gn i f i canc e of t r.i s pr oc.e
dur e . "

"Thi s agency er pl oy i ng some   .00 of f i cer s an d t en t hausands of agent s

was presided over by Admiral Canaris."

The above axplanations pertaining to the mission and organization of

agency
the central     responsible for collecting intelligence must be

amplified by the statement that the intelligence service was organized in

  f i e l d "
a decentralized manner fram the outset. Counterintelligence agenc

ies were

established at the 7 -- later 12 -- military district headquarters and naval

station headquarters; after the reorganization of the Armed Forces, these

agencies were a signed to the corps headquarters.

  f i e l d
The mission of the various counterintelligence agencies depended on their

geographical   location and the capability derived therefrom. Thus,
_

for instance, Koenigsberg and Breslau served primarily as outposts totirard

the East; Kassel, Wiesbaden, Stutitgart, and Muenster toward the West; Hamburg

was th
e
center fcr France and overseas areas, includirg Great Britain after

about 1938; Munich and Vienna served for the Balkans; Nuremberg F.nd Dresden

for Czechoslovakia and Poland .

The counterintelligence field agencieQ were organized on the Game

principle as the central,o
ffice
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in Berlin. Dvring the war special field agencies were added to collect

information from prisoners of war and to carry out counterespionage activitiea

in the prisoner of war enclosures.

The Luftwaffe headquarters and staffs had no intelligence collecting

agencias of their own. As mobile and extremely flexible war-time comnand

agencies, they were not  uited for assuming rigid a signmenta of this type.

On the other hand, each senior headquartera of the Luftwaffe had one cotim ter-

intelligence officer in the intelligence branch or section who was responaible

for handling borderline cases and maintaining contact with the intelligence

  collecting agencies at the corps  military district) level.
 

The  perati.ne procedures of .
the German intelligence collectfng agencies

and the central organization -- P o es     Counterintelligence Office,

were
Armed Forces High Coimnand --    no different fram those used by the espionage

and intelligence services of other ma or Powers. It is therefore unnecessary

to go into details within the framework of thiQ study.
 

2. Radio Intercept Service

One of t he mos t i m port ant s our aes of i nf ormat i on on t he mi l i t ary or gani za t -

ion and strength of adjacent and -- in wartime -- enemy nat3ons was the radio

intercept service. Both the  rm9 and Navy had their awn radio intercept

serviees, which obtained information for their own top-level command staffs

as well as for the Luftwaffe High Command and which rendered outstanding

 ervices in peace and war. The information produced by
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these intercept services was tran mitted from the central agency directly

to the Air Force High Command and from the field agencies to interested field

headquarters of the Luftwaffe and thus also through channels to the Air.Force

High Command.

The cooperation with the Navy 's intercept  ervices waG particularly

g ood . Thi s wa s of gr e at advant age dur i ng   oi nt oper at i ons , Guch as t he

breakout of the German Navy acro s the Channel and the German attacks on

.
Allied convoys in the Arctic.

The Luftwaffe interceLt_serv
ice performed aE well as its counterpart

 
or anizationg of the other two services. It could have been an extremelyg

valuable source for obtaining or supplementing elements of information,

if the evaluation had been properlry organized. But this was never the case 

ne i t her bef or e nor d
.ur i ng t he war .

The r ad i o i nt er c ept s erv i ce - - much l i ke t he re st of t he Luf t waf f e

  intelligence service -- was almost a private sphere of Genaral Martini,

the Luftwaffe Forces Inspector. The radio intelligence service had been

organized by N' artini primarily according to signal comna.vn
ications principleq.

The chi ef of t he s i gnal c o  nnun i cat i on s sy's t em had a Luf t waf f e cry pt ogr aph i c

 
agency which acted as central clearing poii t for acsigning miGsions,

evaluation, and deciphering operations. The results of the work done by

the field agencies were collected at this center, where thep were deciphered

and evalusted, if necessary. The center had no receiver or direction-finding
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equipment at its disposal.

The field agencies res onsible for radio intercept service proper were

5
the following:

North-Wectern E arope: Radio Monitoring Statior. of Second gir Force at

Te l gt e ne ar MuenGt er i n We st pha.
l i a  wi t h

Fie1s1 Station W 12 at Telgte and

Field Statfon W 22 at Husum-M.ilstedt in Schleswig  

   'Hol st ei n.
  -

ThwaA ctAtinne cavArAd GreA-Britain  Belgium  Holland  Denmark, and Scandinavia.
Sout hWest ers    u•ope : Radi o Moni t or i n  St at i on of Thi rd   .i r Force at

 
Oberhaching-Jeisenhofen near Munich in Bavaria with

Field Station W 13 at Oberhaching 

n n W 23 at Baden-Baden, a.n
d

n n W 33 a t rSai nz- Gi nshe i m•

These stations covered France and its North African

colonies, the Iberian Peninsula, and Italy. 

5
Fx tracted from a study by Oberst a.D .

(Col., Ret.
) Gottschling.

(garlsruhe Collection).
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$out h- East ern 8ti ir ot e e Radi o Nsoni t or i n  St at i on of Fourt h Ai r Forc e at

Vienna with

Fi e1d St at i on i  1I . at Hi r schst et t en and a

Special Field Station at Budapest--Matyasfoeld.

These stations covered the BalkAns, Turkey, and were

given special m3.ss
ions concerning Russig and Poland.

Eastern Europet Radio_
Monitorine Station of First Air Force at

.
Pu].sni t z i n Saxor y wi t h

Fi el d St at j on iT ll at Br es l au (at t he begi n  of t he war ,

" ' t h t -is sta ion was attached to Station w 4 and redesignated W 21{.
)
,

Field Station 21 at Deutsch-Krone in Po neranie, and

.
Field Station 16 (at the beginning of the war, this station

waa redesignated Tr  ]1) at Kobbelbude near Koenigsberg.

On principle,this orga.nization of the radio intercept  aervice appeared

.
  to the onlooker as a very effective a.n

d proper solution permitting caverage

of L ,irope and ad3acent areas. The stations and field stations had the best

available technical equipment and elite personnel. However, the deficiencies

. .
of the i uftwaffe intercent servic® were not based on faulty organization or

equipment, they were sole y caused by the type of missions the service was

given aad by the local•and central evaluation of the information produoed

by t he Chi ef of t he Si gnal Comamxnci at i ons Syst em.
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Th e r ad i o moni t or i ntV 4t a t i on s r ec e i ve d t h e i r mi e s i on c f r om t h e Ch i ef

c   the Si :nal Co -nunicatzons System anc had.
to report to him the results

of t h e i
.r

i nt e r c ept a c t i v 3
_
t i e s . Hi s Luf t waf f e cr -,,rnt ogr a ph i c agen cy t r an s-

mitted the radio intercept in_
formation to the general staff division

r e ; p an s i bl e _̀' or i nt e l l i ger.c e i n t h e   i r For ce Hi gh Com.mand - - t he 5t h

Division -- which in turn disseminated thi^ inrorr atxon to the intelligence

of f i ce r s c f ma j or f i e l d h ead qu ar t e r s f or   rhom i t tira s r e a l l
,y

d es t i n ed .

It is obviou  thgt thi  type of organi ation was faulty insofar as

the a=signment of missions and the evaluation of information were concerned .

  The r ad i o i nt er c e pt s e r v i ce coul d on 1 T su pp l emer t or conf i r m t h e ot her '

sourcec of information; for this reason, the assignmer.t of mission;  and

the airect evaluatson of results should have been the respon ibility of the

a ency in charge of ,interpreting the over-all  ntelligence  ituation. This

was not tne Chief of the Signal Com. nun
ications System , but the 5th Division

of the Air Force General Staff. The aseignment of missions should not have

' 
b een     DC f or mul a t ed a s r e : s i r er:ent s ;   n s t ead , d e t a i l ed or d er s sh oul d

have been issued to the field ager_c
ies, and t: e evaluation should have been

carried cut in close collaboratior  with the other branches and sections of the

intelligence divicion. This was the only poGsible means of producing quick

results in evaluating i
.n
formation from radio intercepts.

  t h e r mor e , i n or c7e r t o i mme  i a t e l
,y

t r an s l e.
t e i r por t ant me s s ag e s i   t o

military operations it would h :ve been necessary to establish c=ose operational

c ont ac t s be t we s n t h e f i e l d a.genc i e s and t he i n t e l l i gen c e of f i ce r s of t h e a i r

f or ce s and per hap s d.
l s o of t h e a i r c or p G. Th e c ': a.nr e l s of in e s s age t r an smi s s i on
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would thus have been doubled or tr®bled, but without causing any del.ay.
On

the contrary  the radio intercept service would have fully accomplished its

purpose since the reports would have   resulted in immediate military '

action. 8eports referring to enemy units that were taking off or ware in

the air, for instance, were without value tc  field headquarters, if they

were made available on the next day or even later because of unnecessary

detours.

This author reQnembers that it was not until 191+O w
hen he was appointed

chi ef of at af f of an ai r f or ce headquar t er s  
t hat he f i r at heard of r adi o

  intercept activities. At that time, a book was submitted to him, giving

detailed reports on the acti sitiies of the radio intercept s®rvice during

the preceding months. Thia book had been publi hed by the Chief of Signal

- Communications; it gave factusl data on the radio traffic thst llad been

The book
intercepted, but most of the inf omation was outdated. I  ,also gave an

estimate of the situation which naturall.y was incomplete and part]tiy wrongi
because of the fact that it was entiriiy based on radio interc:epta that

had not been coordinated with information from all other intelligence sources.

5uch a s i t uat i on was unt enabl e , at l east f or commosnd st af f s i n t he f i el d .

During the war it was not changed by any f ndamental organizational modificat-

ions or by a switch in the cbain of camnmand; instead, whatever changes there

were  these were made practicall,p in every theater as the result of the

personal initiative of senior field commanders
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and lower echelon commanders of radio intercept unita.

The iaolation and secrecy of the radio intercept service were 8o accentuated

at the beginning of the war that even senior commanders d ad not have acceas

to fielrl stations operatix  in the area under their  urisdiction. The suthor

r emember s t hat i n 1941  when he was chi ef of s t af f of an s i r f or ce headqn,ar t er a 

he was to be denied entry to a field station when he intended to te lce personal

iaterest in the opere,tions of the radfo intercept aervice. General Msrtfni

had interdicted access to everybbdy. This interdiction was snbsequent],y
lifted

selected
to such an aztent that a certain number of p̂erso  el were permitted to visit

 

redio monitoring fie] d stations and to establish officiel contact with the

In
officers in.c

harge of theae  tations. E  other theaters this had been anthorized

previously upoa request of senior field comman,ders. But there were no clear-

cut channel s of co omm n.i cat i on nor were anp such channel s es 'fi•abl i shed duri ng

the course of the war. On the other hand, cooperation in the field worked in s

  relative],y satisfactory manner even without official reg zlations so that the

radio fntercept reports were transtnitted to field he 3quarters also directZry

during the later covrse of ths war. This transmi sion of reports took place

either by telephone or by teletype commi,m ication.

The F'i  t h Ai r Force J  went f art her i n maki ng use of t he radi o i nt er cept

service, carrying out the follcwing interesting experiment. After havin,g obaerved

that  reconnaissance and operational inissions against Scape Flow and
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northern Scotland were no longer feasible because of the tight fighter acraen

controlled -
t hat was   by r adar and r adi o , a moni t or wa s added t o t he cr ews of

ai r cr af t f l
tiy i ng m 

.s s i ons i n t hat ar ea af t er s pr i ng 191,.2 . The moni t or s ee l ec t ed
,

spoke perfect $nglish and were able to rnonitor the ground-sir traffic

originating from Scoto  airfields. In this manner the Germans succeeded in

changing the route of approaching sircraft or turning in a different direction

so that the British fighters could not intercept the German attackers.

In 191N2 a secondary radio intercept field station was established in

nort hern Norvay t o moni t or t he radi o t r af f i c of conomoer ci al ve ss el s f ormi ng

 
convoys and of the naval ships protecting these vessels. This field station

was equipped to intercept also the radio traffic of Rusgian armed forcea,

above all air force units. Whereas the results of monitoring Russian traffic

were good because the Soviet personnel often sent plain tezt messages, the

operations geared toward intercepting naval radio traffic in the North Sea

wer e unsat i s f act orp . Iu summaer 191 .2 occurr ed a mi shap t hat l ed t o t he co  ai t - 

ment of sizeable German forces. The radio intercept Gtation reported the pre-

sence of a strong British naval unit in the i.nnnediate vicinity of the northern

.
Norrregian coast. IIpon query the station confirmed ita report  indicating that

the sound volt  e of the radio traffic gave every assurance of the presence

of strong enemy naval forces in the immediate proaimity of the coast.  
.e

Zuftwaffe thereupon committed reconnaissance and combat aircraft  whiah

however were unable to find
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any i
.n
dications of the presence of ho tile force . 6 number of sorties

wer e f l own by t he s e ai r cr af  t s o t hat t he radi o i nt er cept r epor t t i ed down

c ons i d er abl e f or c e s . P1o enemy f or ce s wer e l ocat ed a l ong t he ent i r e ext en s i v e

a.r e a of t he nor t her n Ar ct i c Oc ee.n . The Luf t waf f e Hi gh Comr  and t her eupon

ordered an inquiry as a re ult of which it was established that the radio

traffic that had been interceoted originated from a British naval unit

 perating in the Mediterranean. The identical traffic had been intercepted

by the monitaring services located in Italy.

9s concluding statement regarding the radio intercept service one might

`
quot e t he f ormer chi ef of t he St h Di vi s i on (  izl i t ar y Sci ence ) of t he Luf t -

6
waffe General Staff:

"The radio interce t 9ervice waQ controlled by the Chief oz" the

Signal Communications System who used it accarding to the technical

principles of the signal communications system. This type of emFloyment

limited the effectivenes  of the radio intercept service  o that the•

intelligence value of this service was restricted. The intelligence

agencies were authorized to set up requirements, but they had no operational

control. . On the other hand, the radio intercept service (radio monitoring

service) attempted to produce and interpret ir telligence, which obviously

was inconclusive cince it omi.
tted other factors that were outside the

 phere of the radio intercept service. Radio intercept rer orts might have

6
Extracted from a study written after the war on the Von Rohden project.
(Karlsruhe Collection).
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played an important role in the intelligence activitiee 
for the methodology

and facilities had been sufficiently refined for that purpose. That the

organizational structure was not adjusted is typical for the shortsighted-
I

  ness of the German military leadership and its ignorance of the Gignificance

of intelligence in the conduct of military operations.rr

3. Ai.r
Force Attaches

The primary misGion of sir force attaches was to observe the air force,

civil aviation, and aircraft industry of the host country and to give current

reports. Up to 1935 they receiv d their instructions from the Secretary of

 
Aviation via the Attache Group of the Reich gir  a a  Ministry, and as of

1 February 1939 f r am t he Chi ef of t he Zuf t waf f e Gener a l St af f t o wh,om t he

Attache Group was cubordinated at that ti
.me.

The air force attaches could have and should have been an important

 ource of intelligence information since they were experts who were capable

of obtaining an immediate impression of conditions in their respective

_

countries. Moreover, they could have been used for checking intelligence

information obtained from other sources and for verifying its accuracy .

i nc tmibent
But s i nce ne i t her t he v ar i ous chi e f s of s t af f nor t he chi e f s of t he at t a cheA

groups considered these spheres of activity as particularly important, the

air force attaches did not produce as much intell igence as would have been

possible, neither in peacetime nor during the war, when they were anyhow

confined to allied or neutral countries
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exclusively. The entire organization was not 3ret properly ad usted, the

t op- l ev e l cormaan.  . wa s not suf f i c i ent l y i nt er e s t ed , and t h e per s onne l wer e

not of such a caliber that this lack of interest could have been compensated

f or by out s t andi ng per f ormanc e s .

.
The f ormer chi ef of t he gt h Di vi si on (Mi l i t ary Sci ence ) of t he Luf t waf f e

7
General Staff writes on this sub sct as follows:

  The air force attaches serving with Germa.n
diplomatic missions abroad

produeed good results for some time. According to Goering  s decision,

t he at t ache s wer e no t of f i cer s wi t h t he be s t mi l i t ar y qua l i f i c at i ons ,

- F b r 1 the "Attache Grou " wasas they should have been. In e rua y 939 P

shifted to the control of the 5th Division. At that time its chief was

 ̀.a or
Von Cramon. He considered that his most importa.n

t task was to

represent the Luftwaffe by socisl contacts with foreign attaches, much

less to obtain intelligence 3
.n
formation. Lack of time prevented direct

  contact between intelligence a.n
d attache personnel before the outbreak

of war , "

It is obvious that those resgonsible for these deficiencies were the

r e s pec t i v e Luf t waf f e Chi ef s of St af f and t he Chi ef s of t he 5  Di v i s i on .

They should have i
.n
tervened, if they had been interested sufficiently in

the attache service. According to the tables of organization for general

staff officers, the attache positions should have been filled by general

7
Extracted from a study written after the war on the Von Aohden pro ect.

(Karlsruhe Collection).
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s t af f of f i cer a i n order t hat of f i c er s be a s s i gned t o such pos i t i on s   'ho

wer e pr oper l
,y equi pped t o t ake car e of t he i r mi s s i on wi t h t he gr eat e s t of

ease. In this manner, the attaches were subordinate to the chief of staff

in their capacity of general staff officers, even though the attache group

was not subord3nate to him until 1939• gowever, the shortage of general staff

oEficers -- particularly older ones who were suitable for assignment to

attache positions -- made it necessary to assign other old officers who

of t en l acked t he qual i f i cat i ons and abt l i t y t o j  a dge t hat were so ess ent i al .

This happened  costly in cases when Goering or P ,ilch instructed the Personnel

•
Office to appoint one of the3r favorites or friendQ to such a desirable

8
position.

The means available to sir force attaches to collect intell igence infor-

mation were as follows:

To obtain information from the political and abowe all the military

• leaders of the host country;

To request information from these persons or the agencies they headed;

To make observations during inspections of troops and by participating

in maneuvers;

To study the press and military literature published in the host country;

To gather inpression during personal contacts with officers and other

8
For assignm.en

ts to Luftwaffe attache positions, see Appendix II of the

yearbook of the German Air Force, 1939, pp. 124 - 6
.
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representatives; and

To exchange intelligence with the attaches of other countries.

In their inGtructions the German military attaches were forbidden to

use agents and to carry out espionage in person. Moreover, they had no

f und s f or s uch a pur po s e .

It is obvious that the sttachest means of obtaining intelligence were

relatively closely limited, especially if the host country refused to cooperate

for political reasons. In man y instances, they had to resign themQelves to

producing general Qituation reports.

•
For this reason the attache, reports varied greatl,,y.

Each service attache

reported on his sphere of interest, the ps my attache on Ar  matters, the

the
naval attache on Navy, and the Air Force attache on the gir Force of the host

country. Because of the shortage of suitable personnel, the functions of two

and sometimes of all three services were accompli hed by one person in certain

• countries (See, Append x II). For the same reasons, one attache occasionallp

took care of several countries. In important countries or nations that were

of miltary-political significance, the attachee were assigned assistants --

the Luftwaffe attache usuall,jr had an aspistant who was a technician.

Before disnatching their reoorts, the attaches of the various services

submitted them to the chief of the diplomatic mission who had to certify

the accuracy of the information or indicate hiG dissent in political matters,

if such was the
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case.

The r e por t a wer e t r r  nG.m
i t t ed by t h e Mi n i s t r y of For e i gn  l f f ai r s , whi ch

elso received a copy of all wrftten naterial having political implications,

to the attache groups of the three services and to the Foreign Branch,

Counterintelligence Office, grmed Forces High Command. These agencies were

responsible for transmitting the reports to interested personnel, above all

those engaged  
.n

intelligence activities.

Despite the many personnel and organizationa.
l deficienciea, the reporta

  ,  , ,  ,
/   ,.

of the service were generally factual. But they often failed to impresfi the
 

•

milit and oliticsl leader of the Reich and occa iona even a earedary p a s lly pp

unbelievable because too mar y agencies were engaged in collecting intelligence

independently from one another . Particularly harmf zl in this connection was

the so-called Auslandsor anization (Foreign Organization) which was first

y, ormer
under Ribbentrop 's jurisdiction and then under Bohle. AnLuftwaffe intelligence

• of f i cer wr i t e s on t hi s subj e ct a s f ol l ows :

"An evil cancerous growth was the part Ribbentrop '  and Bohle s Foreign

Organization took upon its lf in obtaining intelligence. Reports f rom

their a ents who were di e' ants lacki com lete in lflnow-how andg     P l Y

experience, reached civilian governmental agencie  -- for instance from

T irkey. These agencies used the information for their purposes and mainly

for political ends, creating unrest and leading af necessity to

9
Extracte  from a study by Oberst a.D. (Col., Ret.) Morell. (Karlsruhe

Colle tion).
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wrong political decisions."

How far the political leadership went in it$ attempts to influence the

reporta of the attachea can be gathered from the following ezcerpts  rc  a

book written by the former German military ettache in.I
taly who had held thia

10
pos i t i on .f or many year as •

' ". . . The r el at i ve wealmes s of t he It al i a.n-Armed For ces was  mown t o t he

Italian leaders, and it•played its part in the political decisione made

in 1939."

"Only Hitler ead Mussolini ref iaed to acknowledge these facts. Based

_ on my reports and on those written by other officers, the Inte113gence

Branch of the gr  General Sta.ff prepared a eecret ataff stuc  during

the winter 1938-39, in which the strong point8 and weaknesaea of the

Italian Army and industrial capacit  were established on the basis

of factual data. It vas not until after the war that I found out that

  Hitlsr had ordered this stuc y to be withdrawn and deetroyed becauee

he conaidered it to be  rrong that German military agenoies be f rnished

such a clear and unsatisfaetory picture regarding the armed forcea of

a f ut ur e al l y-. "

"The General Staff   attempt to prevent Hitler's disastrous policy

neekin  this
of . 811i ance and of Zrr eci

_ y it at i na a war wss t her ef or e un  ncce saf  il :

the effort to describe Ital • s military   tential obiectively h
r ad

proved ineffective."

10    
  nno von Ri nt el en, N us sol i   ,i . al s Bunde sAenos se (Mus sol i n3 as 917. 

) .

Memoi r s of t he German Mi l i t ary   t t ache i n Rome , 1936 - 19 +3 • P •   •
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"In spring 1939, during 8
 
v LFit to Berlin, I was told to report to the 

Reich Foreign 2 i
.ra
ister von Ribbentrop. He discussed the German political

plans to establish ever closer bonds with Ita y, expressing the opinion that

under Mussolini s leadership the Italian grmed Forces had become a new factor

in power politics. He intimated tha   should enphaGize this factor  more

strdngly than hitherto 
I replied that

r -G.?. .i
.  a Fa s c i s t I t a l   wi shf ul t h i nk i ng wa s f ar st r ong er t han . *e   l capab i l i t p i

. , I r e f us ed t o dev i at e f r̀ am f act ual r eport i ng . I had hi t her t o he l d

Von Ri bbent r op   s s t at e smans hi p and di pl omat i c abi l i t y i n l ow e s t e em, but

• the
this conversation convinced me that he lacked conmaon sense and strength

of character that were indispensg  le for his high position. I reportad his

. r e  ue s t i mmAdi at e l y t o Gener al Hal der , t he Arr  Chi ef of St a.f f . "

"Nt
,y efforts to keep reports of the Italian military potentiel outside

the aphere of propagande and to base them on facts were supnorted by the

l
  naval attache, Captain Lange, and the air force attache, G eneral F̀reiherr

fl
von Bu  low. But even so,the service attaches did not complete  succeed in

rectifying the optimistic eatimate on the Italian Navy and gir Fores given

by Von Blomberg after his visit in spring 1937. The Luftwaffe attache, in

particular, was faced by precanceived notions held at the Air Force
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Ministry."

This   uotation shows that the reports of air foree attaches were received

with skepticism by the Luftwaffe High Command, even if they originated from

a man of the stature of General von Buelow,  rho before this assfgnment held

the position of Chief, Air Intelligence Branch -- cubsequently the 5th

Di v i s i on of t he Luf t waf f e Gener al St af f .

1  . The Pr®as Gr ouy of t he Rei eh Ai r   M  .n i s t rg

The Press Group was another intelligence collecting agency in the Reich '

Air    Ministrp. This group was subordinate to the Central Office until

  spring 1939, thus funetioning under the supervision of the secretary of state.

It was mainly responsible for evaluating German news media up to this time.

It alse had the misGion of m8king air force propaganda in the German press

and motion picture industry. A spatematic exploitation of foreign news media

for the purpose of collecting intelligence was initiated at the beginn3ng

of 1939, when the group was intsgrated into the 5th Divisi©n of the Luftwaffe

 

General Staff and some basic personnel changes were made. The period until

the outbreak of host lities, however, was too 4hort for building up a f lly

effective target designation service as a result of pre-war interpretation.

gside from its intelligence functions, the Press Group continued to carry

out the censorship mission over the German press, which it had held from

the out$et. Thia cenaorship function extended over matters published per- •

aerial
taining to the Luftwaffe and the release of  photographs and reproductions

military equipment
of    belonging to the
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Luf t waf f e .

  1933 the Press Group was cam4posed initially of ezperienced news-

papermen who had been recalled to active duty. After its transfer tc  the

General Staff, the change in mission was taken into account and foreign langt  ge•

ezperts vere a$signed to the Group, who a1Go had sufficient militar rbackgrarond

to distinguish between easential and nonessential matters. Because of in-

sufficient time for preparation and a shorta,ge of per8onnel, thia group did

develop into  
not  

 •as
important   an intelligence agenc  aa it might

have done otherwise. A systemme tic exploitation of Western newa media, illustrated

 

0 1 t
•

  urna s, indus rial catalogt es, etc., might have provided extremely valuable

information for target indication. Because of the above-mentioned circum-

11
at ance s , t he Germana wer e unabl e t o f ul l y benef i t of t hi s sour ce of i nf ormat i on :

The procurement of foreign new$papers, 3ourna7s, •and othar militarily •

writings
important 

  was the responaibility of the ,
  (Sirherh e ts d ienit --

• Political Security Service). They were delivered at irregular intervals and

selected unsyatematically so that precise intelligence exploitation was imr-

poQeible for this reason, if Por no other. The military also tried to obtain

deairable materials through diplomatic channels or through the air attaches,

but bneountered considerable difficulties in obta3ning the necessary foreign

ezchange.

11
Through thia m edium the Americans obtained very intereeting information

on industrial targets in Japan.
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In summ arizing one may state that this group did not achieve satisfactory

results as an intell igence collecting agency throughaut the war.

Group
5• Strate ic ReconnaigQance   of the Luftwaffe High Command  Rowehl)

Ch:e of t he mo s t i mpor t ant and v al uabl e or gani zat i ons f or col l e ct i ng i nf or -

mation on conducting the air war operations both before and during ho tilitiea

Group
was the Strgtegic Reconnaissance   of tr.e Luftwaffe High Command. Oberst

(Col.
) Rowehl -- his name was usually used to designate the section -- was its

chi ef . I t s of f i c i a l de s i g nat i on wa s "Hi gh- A1.t i t ud e Fl yi ng Te at Agency . "

Its beginnings date back to 1930, when it waG a civilian agency that had

 
one aircraft chartered by the Counterintelligence Branch of the then Reich

Defense Ministry from "Luftdienst G.m.b.H."
(Air Service Corporation) -- a

civilian business firm.

After 1933 the squadron was first subordinate to the Counterintelligence

Branch of the Armed Force High Co mnand;  he Luftwaffe High Camma d had to

make requests to this higher headquarters for  II its requirements. It was 

not until 1936 that the former squadron that had meanwhile been erilarged to

group-size became subordinate to the Luftwaffe High Command.

12
Th s is how Group Rowehl developed its activities:

"The construction of fortifications in countries adjacent to the

German Reich wss naturally of interest

12
_Chronik der Aufklaerunas ruppe des Ob.d.L. in Kurzform (Abbreviated

Hi s t ory of t he Rs c onna i   s ance Gr oup of t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Co  tmand) by

Ober t a.D .
(Col., Ret.

) Rowehl.
(Karlsruhe Collection).
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to the Counterintelligence Branch of the Reich Defense Mtnistry. As an

s
serial photograph expert I was aked in 1930 to fly along the bord®re of

.
the Reich above German territory and to take oblique photographs of these

fortifications, a great number of which could be photographed with a tele-

scopic lenee. After these obli ue pictures had been taken  the nezt step

was to tske vertical ones, if only to conceal the true intentions. In order

to satisfy these requiraments and at the same t me take maximum precautions,

it was necessary to fly as high as possible. In this manner, the photographs

covered as much territory as possible while the aircraft flew along the

•

borders and at the same time the adjacent countries did not notice ar rthing.

A specially constructed Junkers 1  34 model for break3IIg high altitude records

was equipped with Hornet engines originating from America. This aircraft

r e a ched
. 20 , 0 00 f ee t wi t h ou t t r oubl e . "

"A sma11group of 3 men, 1 aircraft, some old photographic equipment dating

old
• from World War I, a fewAO  gen apparatus, and a little photographic shop  

f ormed t he rruc l eu s of t he Verag chs s t e l l a f uer Hoehenf l ueae (Hi gh Al t i t nd e

Test Agency), i.e. the  trategic Reconnaissance Group of the Luftwaff® High

Co nmand. The agency operated on a very small scale with ma.x
i  nn secrecy. So

far as known , no country ad acent to Germany protested against this  

type of reconnaissance activity up ta
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1933. In order to make each individual Flight aQ successfu  as possible,

 
a

_
d B camera for serial photographs with a 3G0 by 300 mrn picture

CDo e  Q  
io 

using different types of lenses was developed in with #. e•Carl

     
, l5pt  41

Zeiss at Jena. This camera was later adopted by the Luftwaffe,

and i t s t i l l pr oduc e s opt i m  perf or manc e s t oday . L p t o 1933 , f l i ght a wer e

made primarily above the territorie9 that had formerly belonged to German3r

arra had been ceded to France and Poland after Wo:ld War I. The Czech   border

was also the objective of such flights, and all these areas were constantl r

s urv ey ed . r'

 
"After 1933, when Germany  s foreign policy became aggressive, interest

for hap eninga in neighboring countries grew in praportion with the steady

in  
  increase   fortification construction along the German border. In 1931  the

small reconnaissance group moved from Kiel to the Berlin-Staaken airport,

increasin.g its strength to five photographic aircraft; in 1936 it was trans-

_ ferred from the Counterintelligence Branch in the Armed Forces High Command

to the Intelliger.ce
Division, Luftwaffe Operations  taff in the Reich Mi

.n
istry

,
of t he Luf t waf f e . Be caus e of hi s Uer s onal and c l o s e cont ac t s wi t h Luf t waf f e

technicians and incustrial technologicts, the commander of the group was able

to have access to the latest deve opments.
in aircraft and apparatus con9truction.

technical
Aqsisted by good and enthusiaGtic crews and outatanding   rersonnelJ

he formed a well-integrated group that   rorked hard and was aggressive, thus

achieving a lot w3th relatively little. There were few
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aacidents, and the aircraft were usually ready for action.n

"In 1934, slso, the first photographic mission  were flown in the direction

of the Bay of  'i land, Kronstadt,
and Leningrad,  .n the direction Pleskau-

Mingk, and finally also in the direction of the Black 3ea coast up to Nikolayev.

Like all missions flown since 1933, these were executed by twin-engine air-

craft at altitudea varying from 26,400 - 30,000 feet, with various typea

of photographic equip neat inatalled on the planes. All,.
` flights were pre-

pared in great detail and were therefore carried out with success and without

loss. No information was gathered by the German intelligence agenciea indicating

•
that these aircraft had been observed by security agenciea of the neighboring

countries concerned , even though the Germans focused their attention on

finding any such indication .
The sTnal.

l team , composed exclusively of civilians

egcept for their militarv chief initially ooerated under the designation

Special Air Squadron; by 1937 it had 10 photographic planes and was eventually

  redesignated Fiigh-Altitude Flying Teat Agency. Reconnaissance aircraft of

the unit participated in the annexation of Austria and the Sudeten provinces.

Af t er t he annex at i on of Aus t r i a t he agency mov ad t o Ber l i n- Teenpe l hof a i r f i e l d .  

Until the outbreak of war the uhotographic planes fiurveyed regularly the

frontier fortificationG of the countries bordering on the Reich, taking

photographa from high altitudes and checking on the construction work

that was under wa,y
in the Polish Corridor...."
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The f ol l owi ng cha pt s r s wi l l pr owi de i nf ormat i on on t he wart i me

activ-ities of the strategic reconnaissance group of the Lu_
ftwaffe High Command .

b. The Evaluatina and Interpretine A encies

There was no central nilitary agency for evaluating and interpreting

the messages and reports emanating from the collecting agencies. These

functions were accomplished by intelligence divisions thst each formed part

of the general staffs of the three services. Within the Army, 3
.
t was th®

Foreign Armies Braneh, within the Navy the Foreign l tries Branch, and within

the Luftwaffe the Foreign Air Forces Branch.
'  

1.Raich Luftwaffe Ministrg , Forei n Air Forces Branch -- Tar et Dossiers

Gntil 1938 the evaluatian of all inforrnation pertaining to foreign air

forces and to condu cting Gtrategic air warfare was the responsibility of two

agencies, bbth working in close cooperation and belonging to the Luftwaffe

Gener al St s.f f (f ormer l y ki r Command Agency )
.

.
The first of these two agencies originated from

.
an intelligence agency

of the Reichswhhr (Former 100,000-man Army) Mini try and had been transferred

from that ministry to the Luftwaffe; this was the Foreign Air Forces Branch.

The second was a special section of the E:aerations Branch, the Target

Research Section.

The Foreign Air Forces Branch was responsible for collecting all

types of
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i nf ormat i on f r om a great vari et y of sour ce s - -   abovs al l f r am

written material -- and for evaluating thia material. Thus, the Ccusnander

t o be
i n Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e and t he Chi ef of St af f wereApr ovi ded wi t h t h 

.
esaential elements of information to estimate the prevailing situation

and t he at r engt h of f or ei gn ai r f or ce s .  

The brsnch als© produced iuformation for top-level command agencies

and f i nal l y publ i shed t he maga  i ne "Di e I  tf t wacht " (The Ai r C uard) .

I n 1935 , rrhen t he Opere.t 3.ona Br anch f ormed t he Taraet Re search 3ec_ ,

the Foreign Air ForceB Branch wea given the mission to select mate ia].of

 
interest to the new $ection and to transmit same.

There was no lisison with the Counterintelligence Branch of the•Armed

Forces High Co mand. Material originating fra m agente was first requested '

in 1935 bY the Terget Reaearch Section and, after th3a    aeotion hed been

integrated into the Foreign Air Forces Branch,in 1938 such material waa

  ae  d f or b r t he branch .

The develop®ent of the Foreign Air Forces Branch, peraonnel aesignmente

within the branch, as well as ite activities and missions have been described

14
by i t s f i r at chi ef as f ol l ows s

" I n 1927 Ma  or Wi l ber g , who was t hen ehi ef of T2 V (Luf twaf f e ) i n t he

,
Reichswehr Ministry, instructed me to form an

14 _
Generalleutnant a.D. (Ma or Gen®ral, Ret.) Freiherr von Buelow,   tracts

from Die AbteilvmR Fremd® Luftmaechte im Rsichawehr- und Rsichslnftfabrt-

ministerium 192? - 193? (The Foreign Air Forces Branch in the Reichgr rehr

  and Rsfoh Luftwaffe Ministry  192? - 3?). garleruhe Collection.
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radio. The  ub ect was foreign aviation, with particular emphasis being

v i v i d l y
placed ona

describing the unfavorable air-geogra hic nosition of Germany

in the center of Europe. In thiG manner, the audience was mad.e aware of

the untenable situation and the need for air power was propagated. Moreover,

personnel of the intelligence group wrote articles on foreign aviation,

describing the  teady progreGq in the production of f 
.ise

lages and engines

as well as in air force organizational matters, that is to say in spheres

that were either interdicted to Gernaany by the peace treaty or severely

restricted."

 
"In 1933 the intelligence group was ag .

in assigned additional personr_e
l

in the course of the creation of the Reich A3r Force Mini=try and was re-

designated Foreign Air Forces Branch, l'.ore and rnore emnhasic was placed on

military matters. A Target Section was attached to the branch, and contact was

15
established with Army counterintelligence, which meant the beginning of a

_ shift in functions until the branch was integrated into the Luftwaffe General

Staff at the begi.nr
a ng of 1938  ad redesignated 5th Division (Intelligence). "

"The preparatory work done during the 10 yearct existence as intelligence

agency , intelligence group, and finally as Foreign Air Forces Branch

was instrumental in

15
Author 's Pdote: Von Buelow means the Counterintell igence Branch, Armed

For ce s Hi gh Co  unand .
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creating the prerequisites for carrying out the intelligence micsion

given on 1 January 193$. This mission was to produce target data for

strategic air warfare and for all other operationG connected xith air

at t ack or ai r def ens e i n ar y f ut ur e war , rr

The organization arxl performance of the Foreign Air Forces Branch

that had been organized in 1933 were •not in compliance with the require-

ments of an intellibence branch of a Mupreme air force cornraand. The pre-

requisites for accomplishing sach a misqion were initially nonexistent,

neither   personnel nor   preQtige-wise. The development of the
•

branch could therefore r.o
t be rapid, all the more so because the prime.ry

interest of the top-level cot: m,and was concentrated on the organizational

sphere and progress in training. In 1935  howe cer, it became necessary to

expand the intelligence f . nc
tions. Eut it was not the Foreign Air Forces

   .Branch that benefited   this eapansion: the neu missions were given to a special

' section of the OperationG Branch, the Intelligence Section (Target

Designation).

Whereas the Foreign Air Forces Branch continued to be resnansible for

collecting material, evaluatir.g the develo ment af foreign air force4, and

making this inforlr:ation available to the Luftwaffe ccmmand agencies, the

  Intelligence Section of the Ctperations Brarlch compi!ed the practical data

for the conduct of air operations by establishing tar et dossiers. The basic

information for compiling these data wag received from or
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via the Foreign Air Forces Branch and partly also directly from the Counter-

intelligence Branch of the Armed Forces High Command.  

The tasks and operating procedure9 of the Intelligence Section of the

16

-Operations Branch are described by the then chief of the branch as follows:

"The target dossiers Prepared by the general staff and their interpre--

tation were among the most im ortant media of conducting air operations

ava i l abl e t o t h e Lu f t wa f f e f or t he ca s e of war . "

T'The preparation of target dosaiers was started around 19 5 by the

Intelligence Section of the then lst Branch of the General Staff. The

 
section chief was Major von Flotaw, later  iajor Stein. The section was

integrated into the 5th General Staff Division "Foreign Air Forcestt on _

7 January 1938."

The Tar et Dos$iers

"The f i l ea  ter e di v i ded i nt o di f f er ent groups accordi ng t o t 3rpes of

objectives; there were military objectives, indu£trial onjectives, 

communications and tranFportation facilities, etc."

"The groups of objectives were subdivided into objective cards. Each

obj e ct i v e was de s i gna.
t ed by a number . The f i r s t t wo di gi t s of t hi s number

indicated the type of objective in which the card was grouped.

16
General d.F1.a.D .

(Lt.Gen., Ret.
) Deichmann, Die Zielob ektkartei

(The Target DoPaiers). A Qtudy written from memory. Karlsruhe

Collection.
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11A t arget doss i er was cr eat ed f or each i ndi vi dual obj e ct f.ve . The dos si er

contained the following documents:

One small-scale map on which the position of the objective and the approach

route had been marked. Also indicated on thiG map were 8uch enemy defenses

as fighter sirfie7.
ds, gur  positions, etc., as well as magnetic declinations,

outstanding poizitc of orientation along the apnroacr, distinctive forest

areas, and major railroad and highway groasinge.

One lar e-scale map of the objective, showing defen sive installations, auch

as battery poeitions, etc.; Eround plans,;aerisl photomaps; sketchea of the

!
objective; de4criotions of the target, indicating its political, military

or economic significance, Cuch as for ir_s
tance information on percentages

of production in relation to total nroduction of the respective country,

number of Worlflnen, work hours, times at which shifts change; vulnerability

of the target to aerial attacks indicating the possibility of producing

maior e  losion9 or fires; indications on particularly important parts ofi
the objective, the de4truction of which c, ould paralyze the target (such as

for inFtance boiler plants, electricity or water suprly installations)."

"R,elief maps or relief& were produced for e necially important targets."

Evaluation of the Tar et Dossiers

' The current evaluation and interpretation of the target dosaiers were

important means of conducting   etrategic air warfare. In one

instance, it was
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establiahed that a country adjacent to Germany had some 40 000 large

and medium factories. It was therefore imnoasible to conduct etrategie

air warfare against the m.
ilitary production capacity of this country by

attacking all its factorieG. On the contrary, it was escential to find out

in which s heres that country was vulnerable and which types of objective

were the best  uited for Gtrategic air warfare."

"ror this reason, the followi.ng considerations were of d®ci ive im-

portance with regard to rnilitary-economic targets:  

P-r   -A.   Jhat x e   p t he r es   ec t i v e c ount ry ' s ne eds of a par t i cul ar t ype af

 

product , : uch aQ f or i nst ance oi l , i n ca  e of war?

  
B. What   that country 's capabi ties of covering itG requirements in

cese of war? •

I . Hatiti h i g h 15 t he pe a ce- and war t i rne pr odu ct i on: Wher e i s t hat pr o-

duetion concentrated? What percentage of the production originates

.
_ from each such production center?

II. Ta wh t extent can the German Air Force eliminate each individual

 roduction center? Can it be com pletely or only partly eradicated?

.
What f or c e s and how rc:u ch t i me woul d be needed f or t hi s pur poGe?

III. Has the respective ecuntry a po -cibility of replaeing the loss of

production in any of the following waya:

a. By  tored  upnlies;
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b . By c  ri t ch i n   t o ot her  :r oduc t i on  'ac i l i t i e s and pl ant s ; and

c. By i nports from ozerseas or by railroad.

IV. Is it poscible to interdict this resunply Erom outside cources by

air iorce attacks or by cther meana, Guch as the preventive buyin 

of such items in other countries, where t= ey are available; or by

exerting diplomatic nressure; or by sir attacks on line of conmunications

inrtallations such as railroads an3 porta."

Final Conclu ionQ

"tinder what circumstances will attacks on targets of this type achieve

 
deci ive resultai"

  ecial Technical St udies

"In addition, stu,
dieq  rere prepared on air attack methoda against certain

types of targets, Guch as mjnes, oil refinerie4, dams, railroad i
.ns

tallations,

etc., for which purpose tech.n
ical experts   ere consulted. Tbese studies in-

  dicated, how such targets could be attacked ana destroyed most effeetively 

specifying certain particularly vu].nera
ble parts aQ ideal target areas, 

listing '
  t he t ype s of bombs t o be uced f or d i f f er ent pt r pos e s , e t c . "

 
.nal

.3rs i s of t he Èva l uat i on Re su l t s

"Based on the evaluation of these data, the Luftwa_
ffe General Staff

arrived at the conclusion -- even before the war -- that

Great Britain was most vulnerable to attack4 on
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f t s pa  t i n at a].l at i one and nava,l  aupp  ,y l i nea, whi l e

17
  i8 ie e weakneaa was ite aommunicationa facilitiea.r

The mi as i on of t he two agenci e a waA dur i ng t he f  .r $t y eax e ezt re mel  

e amapl i cat ed becauae oi' t he l ack of cl ear - cut pol i t i cal and mi l i t ary i x  .

  s t ruct i ons eaaanat i ng f  om t he pol i t i  tal. l eader ahi p . In a at udp on Pr oj eet

1$
Von Rahden, vritten after the war, th3s matter i9 dealt with as followes

"The Target Groupn Branch, reaponsible for collecting data on ob ectives

in foreign countriea whiah were to be attacked, was unti].1937 pert

' of t he l s t Branah of t he Luf t wsf f e Gener al St af f . Si nce no d®f i ni t ®

 
political trend had developed by that time and eince it waa not clesr19'

lmawn whi ch count r i ea woul d f i ght wi t h or agai nst Germany, t hi a branch

col l ect ed mat,er i al of i nt er eat wi t hout app7,yi ng at andards of se l e ct i     r. . .  

B̀ven l at er - - unt i l 8pr i ng 1939 - - t he Luf twaf f ® t op- l eve l comnnead agenci ea,

like all other military kep commQand authoritiea of the Armed Forcee, r®mained

ignarant of definite political ple.ne. Thia made the task of the inte113,genc e 

col l ect i ng atul eval uat i ng agenci e s ex tr emel y di f f i cul t . I  ormat i on r e-

g   

l7
_

- - -
For f urt her det ai l 8, see G  n r

 
,  '1., 8 D. Lt . Gen . , Rs t . ) Dei cbmann ,

.
Daa deut sche 3  8t a n der Zi el erf assune und Auecwer t un x {The German Target

Evaluation and Interpretation System). -
18

The Target Graup Branch (gbteilun¢  ie]..aruu  e), axtractea from a atud3r

  oa Pro ect Von Rohden, 8arl8ru ie Collection.
(The designat3on "branch"

ia misl  ding; the Target Research Section waa not a eeperate branah,
s i ace i t was a sect i on suborrrl..i nat e t o t he Oper at i caris Branch - - Aut hor 'a

. _
    •)
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.i
t z a ct i cr.a " i nt en   ed by r   t l e r + T  .G , a     ed on t o t he Ge a   en c i e a

 :t t he  ;e r y I a   t a omer.
t , i f a t a l l . I n e. f a r a   t he s e  ?ol i t i c a l a c t i or.^ en t a _i ed

Itll l l t d̀r y   ea   u r e   ,   7: c      t h e o ccL.  _t i on or   ,h e R:nyn e l a r.d , t h e ent r ,  i n t o

r u   t r i a anc' t h e ^ude t en l and (   r o r i r.c Q)
, t h e l o ca l       i t a   y c or u :and a   ;en c i e s

r ec e i v e;    .i-r e ct or   e r   . i  o s t of t he mi l i t a r ;  l ead er Q : n t h e :  i   h Co:li-nz nd

19
wer e barpa  ced on t he  e cccc ci on  arn ? ti:ar e i nf or  :-:zd   hor t l y bef or e t he event .

r or a l l ;  r a c t i ca l r u _r - o   ee , t h e For e i   n Ai r For ce   3r an ch r.nd t h e Tar ge t

  e   e   .r ch   e c t i on of t h e C; er a t i on a   r  -,n ch had t c   e   r epar ed f or a   l f cQ  i b l e

. c on t i n5enc i e   .    .ch pr e f a r a t i on   na    e d i   r r op or t i or a t e  :I e;: anri s on t hs r e-

  epcn   i bl e ct .a=f ; ., and t LE ,I a l qo me arn t a cl i ^  i pa t i cr. of e f f or t ,

  ' . The 5t h D  v i c  
.o n e T t r,e i u.

i t wa _  f e Gener al St a f f

j    en t he j:e i ch k .r l i n i ^t r y   ra;  r e or gGni ze   -
i n 1   37 and t h e mo Gt   r,p or t -

a nt rai l i t Gr  , 
br   .n ch e s wer e c on csn e t r  .t ed i n t h e Lu _f t wa i'f e Gen er ul   t a f f on

1 J anu a_ t 1   3  , t he For e i   n Hi r F'or c e s   r ar_c
h ,aa   r ed e   ; dn at ed 5t h Di v i a   .on

 p
of t ho Lu f t -aa f f e Ge r.e r a l   t    f f . 

branch
The f i r   t  

  chi e f - - Ob er s t (Co l .
)   e =

-
h er r v on Bue l ow - - r ad

b e an r e ; 1Gc ed b3  Ob er Gt l t n . i . Ge r s t .
(Lt . Co l . , Genr a l c t e.f f )   e luai d a c

ear l y a s  r:i d- 1;?37 . U  t o t he t i me t r:e St h Di v       on wa s t r an s f e r r ed , -t l: e

latter h2d been aasi ned to the C  er .
tiono  ivision.    .

l c . Per   ona l r ec   l i
_e ct i or. s of t h e aut hor Wh o a t t : dt t   e kta e chi ef of t l: e

pol   cy Ge ct i on oi t  :e L•af t wa.f f e Gene r a l   t a f f .

2
_
C 

  e e npp end i x I I I .
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' 21
orientation material and target data for every possible type of operat3on.

3. The Sth (Militer  Science) Divieion of the Luftwaffe General Staff'

Another evaluating and abeve all 3nterpreting agenc  was the gth (Mj]
.i
tary

Sciencs) Division of the Luftwaffe Genaral Staff.  

All files that were of historical and 8tatistical signif3cance were

tran mitted to this   divi$ion. Copies of a11 orders and inatructions

iseued as well as wartime reports concerning the outcome of miesions and the

day'-by-day situation of all service agenci®s were sent to the.division. The

sam® was true of war diaries of all agencies and units. The diviQion thus 

had complete records to use as source material for its princiyal taks --

w  ri t   i  t he hi at or t of t he German A3r For ce .

' The 8th Division also had the aecondary mission of writing apecial

studies and monographs that could be used by the combat forces and which

were ba$ed on the collected e cperiences of the great variety of units and

S
staffs in such specialized fielda as buildup, organization, train  , and

milit$ry operations in the various theaters.

Upon speci al r equ®st of t he Chi ef of Luf twaf f e Gener al St af f , t he di vi s i on  

 
o wrote special studies that supplemented or paralleled s3miler work of

the  th Division. These studies had such sub ect8 as comparative estimates

tentative
of the military potential of belligerents orAevaluations of future operations

plans and others.

21
For the organi ,ational structure of the 5th Div3sion at the beginning

of hostilities in 1939, see Appendix 1V,
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Yhereas the 5th Division was prjmarily interested in i  ediately . •

interpreting incaming inform.a
tion, the Sth Division was responaible far

summarizing after their conclusion the experiences of•past cambat actions i

and mak t hem ef ttl. f or t hing us e future conduct of m lltary vperations.

Like almo$t every agenc  of the infant Luftwaffe, thie diviaion euffer   

from a shortage of suitable personnel. This Shortage reflected on its per- -

  formanc®s the build had been too •f tup as .

l  . The Int el l i srence Of f i cer e at Hi   her Fi el d Headauart ecr a  

The intelligencs officers at higher fi®lds headquarterg, snch as the

 
b r Force Milit District Head ter later th F HarY quar . s , e Ai r oarce ead  art er s ,

elg  evaluated and interpretad intelligence information. In peacetfine thia

f unct i on was of l i t t l e ai gni f i cance , si nce t hese gt s f f s r ecei ved f i ni ahed i

. . .
- 3ntelligence frama the Reich  ir Ministry.

22

. Their wartime activitie$ Were extremely valuable and useful.

- II. The Procurement of Inte113.eence at the Outbreak of War

8. Yolume ®f Available Intelli¢ence -- General Status  

Af t er Lt . Col . 3chmi d had becomae chi ef cf t he 5t h Di vi ai on of t h® Luf t wnf f e

General Staff, collection, evaluaticn, and interpretation pr©cedurea were

pr operl y syat emat i zed. Dur i ng 193g- 39 al l ef f ort s weaee concent s at ed o n.

collecting aa much i
.

22  
For further detail , eee Chapter   ro, Section   I, par a, subpar 2. - ;

.
.

.
.

_
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i nf'c  ,    .
t i on a   r o     i   l e i n ar ' er t o hr c- i a e  :,i  e f 3eLd k, E  1: uar t er G and

f ] e l cl f   r Ce   t.v
i t 'r.

t i?e d  ' t r t .'; e.;; 'n'  r 'a r.e
  f Or Ok e r 2 t i o n   a Cr o c c t rle   e r ;r a n

Lo r d e r   . The t e c 'r.r.
i c a l ;-t a  t of f i c e r c c f t n e   t ri Di J i    i o n we r e   :r   ,: t ed ex -

t e nd e d l c a   c  ; : r.
1 '1;   t o t r   :v e l i n t ho   e c a lu l t r i e c f o r  wh i c h t h o  7  .. c r e

r e      c r:  i b l e . Gn t .: i   o c c a c i c n t :•- e       ;e r e t  o  Ye t we l l a c   -a  .
i n t e d Ta i t h c on:a i t i o n  

i n   h e c :,u ri t r i e   t    . t   re r F t l-, e i r   ;, e c i l i c I'i e l :i   cf i n t e r e s t an d    e r e t o

Ob   'e r 'vB a < <iic;rljT ,ri?i l i t a r i
.
i , r i rur'o r t  :.n

t c L- j e c t i v e   c.   '`  «   i s    6 . Tl'1  S . ll a E:nt L?t l On

l e ati e r r ov c d   o    e of  ,r e Gt v    l u e   'o r Gu    c -    .e n t i n t e l l i   'e n c e a : e r a t i o n s .

  .i r_ ce _t wa   r.ot f eu  i b l e t o .  -   .•t•r ,' ; ut e t o ev er-,    t   f f and he  :.dqu :r t er s

 

  .
, i t l :e j nt - -:      er.ce t hat waul d h:;ve bFer  ne e '̂ed t   c ;  ;1di1Ct f 1eXi b1P rL l j t er y

ope-rutionG in any direction at uny     e, rvcord center    aere e te li=hed at

a    r e  :.cQt i me   i r i 'i cl dr , =.Jhe-r e t r e r1eCe ^  ur ; r i nf orL:at i on tira;  r ead i l 5r uv a i l abl e

r  t al l t i .ue   . I n t he Gr c}li v e   of t hc  .r i r.c i pal   .i r  , er t of t ne   .
i _   i e l d ar e a

c on.-nand ,   o r~an;r c o   i e   wer e  .
t or ed t h  a t :i e Gdj:Lnc e a i  -f'i e l dc t }:  t -, rer e not

t o bc o ccu   i Etl unt i l t hc ou t br e_.
ic oi hc  -t i l i t '

_e   c cul  
_  a co be <<l v en udequat e•

di   t r i    ut i on . i .n t h i   m  .r:ner , i t nad t s e : : a   c er t  :.i ne ? t hat ev ery '.,  i t at

ez e ry   .
ir ?'i e l d  ;:  1:1_  y r ec e i

.v e t : e e   e;uent s of i ni or  :at i on e c   ent i al t o i t s

    ' i c _   c t   c c ' ^ 7oc er ut i onc . t:  ea_ y a;; 1; 3   , t e ne ce  _   ;r ;;  .
t e_, , w,.   e t aken t o -r epr a3   c e

ext en  i v  Jl 3t t he i r.t el l i   enc e , and   1     U t rie :  i t̂ r i but i on t o  :i r f i e l d

ar chi v e   ti•;as dcc or    l i   hed .
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dmong the distributed data were orientation   hlets and a,
i r ta o-

 raphical descriution$ for every country wit  which Germany might have to

fight. Moreover, taraet data were prepared for ev ery ob ective that waa of

interest in the re  ective countries. Aside from the maps contained in the ,I

target doasiers, every   rfield had a map depot to serviee the troops

 
. $tationed ther®. lt this map depot, all mapa were available, which an,y unit

employed in any direction from that airfield might require.
»

The inteLligence furnished to com oaend staff8, headquarters, and airfields

corresponded to the informa.tion available to the 5th Divi9ion, and the target

 
data to the dossiers in the central target files.

The jntelligence available at the beginning of the war was very'cc®apre-

henaive vWing to the personal initiative taken by the Chief of the 5th

  Division. Nevertheless, the volwne of intelligence and its refinement did

not reach and really could not reach ]  the level deaired by the Luftvaffe

Operations Staff, mainly because of lack of time. For example, orientation 

pamphlets and air topographical descriptions were not always completely

up to date, the target data contained only  - aelection of the most

important ob3ectives,
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and the individual target dossiers still showed gaps, the bridging of which

would have required a lot more time. .

Nevertheless, the intelligence produced by the beginning of the war

was truly imposing. During a conference Goering called dur .ng
the Battle

of Britain, he tcld the assembled air force, air corp=, wing, and group

23
commanders the following:

"The target data that the General Staff had prepared in an exemplary

and a.
ltogether unique manner are not being exploited by the combat

forces. PhotomapQ and i
.n
dividual target diagrams offer the most

i
pl a s t i c i nf or    at   on . "

Goering thus touched upon a weakness of ths system , for the combat

forces had not been sufficiently trained in the uQe of carefully and

painstakingly prepared intelligence. The reasons for this deficiency were

obviou4. Because of constant expansion of the orGanization, because of

the frequent changes in com and and perGonnel that were thu9 generated,•

because of changes of station, and because of other important dutiea the

units had no time to practice Gy tematically the use of intelligence data.

Target data, however, are of practical value only if the troops are trained

to use the .; both thearetical and practical training at sample installations

are essential for that purpose.

B . The 2  o st Impor t ant   d i a cent Count r i e  

2 
Extracted from Farl ruhs Collection.
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1. Czechoslovakia (Prior to Occupation)

AG one of the politically crucial countries along the German border,

Czecho lovakia had been an important intelligence callect3_on
targst as early

as the time when the R
.eichswehr was sti11 in existence. After 193?, the

intengive e -::loration of that country was intensified in relation to the

increaGe in avF.
ilable fun ?s for intelligence purposEs. The eollection of

i nf orr a t i on was f a c i l i t at ed by t h e e:  s t enc e of dat a t hat wer e st i l l

available from the days of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy ar_
a above all by

tha fact that major elements of the population  f that country were Gernan

 
and felt German. Since these population s©gments resided in the border areas --

r
 

t he Sudet en   r av i nc e - - and wer e c r e c i s e l y   i nf ormed on f3z echo-

Rlovak military :natters because of t: eir military service obligat3ona,

t he Gerr an in t e l l i ge nc e age nc i e s hac  no di f f i cu l t y i n keepi ng f u l l y i
.n

f or med

on all milit .ry matters that were worth knowing.

Until 193 , when the Sud ten province was occupied by German troops,
'

the Germe.n
Armed Forces penetrated. every Gecret of the Czechoslovak Armed

Forces, its armament, coa,municatione GyStem , and everything slse. The

Btrategic Reconr.ai sance Group of the Luftwaffe H 
.g
h Com and under Rowehl

had  _:
hot ogr aphed all border ar ea s and ot }, er mi l i t a r i l y s i gni f i cant poi nt e

  of the country . The corresponding photomaps were included in the target

data distributed to the combat
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f or c e s .

Before the territory of what Gubsequently waG designated the protectorate

was occunied, the unit connnanders w
ho might have been coffi nitted in aerial

operations were   initiated accurately on the basi9 of available

-  nt e l l i gence . As Luf t han s a (Tr . : com cer c i al ai r l i ne ) pa ;  s er  er s t hey wer e

furthermore given onportunities   of getting acquainted with the terrain

over which they would have to fly.

As a result of the evaluation and interpretation of available information,

the Luftwaffe high Command arrived at the conclusion that qtrategic air warfare

i  overcoming
_ against that country was unnecessary for the purpose of   Apossible

military resistance. k surpriFe air attack would Guffice to eliminate the

C ech Air Force and to prevent the asGembly of Czechoslovak ground forcea.  
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2. Yoland

The circumstances pertaining to the collection of intell igence in

Poland during the pre-war period were similar to those in Czechoslovakia.

This country, also, had become a center of Gttention for the German military

counterintell igence services even before 1930, mainly because of its

po itical attitude toward German,y.
Thus, by the outbreak of hostilities

the Germans had a complete picture of the str ngth, distribution, and

as.sem
bly plans of the Poli.s

h Arme d Forces as w®11 as exact data on Polish

armament production and internal conrnunications. Rere, too, the collection

•

of infcrmation was reatl facilitated b the resence of a stro Germang y Y P  

ethn3 c minority. An additional factor was that precisely the border areas

had been almost exclusively former  erman territory qo that the Germans

obviou4ly had still all the data to facilitate the operations of the

mi 7  ar y count er i nt e l l i genc e s er sri c e s .

_ The Strategic Reconnai9aance Group Rowehl had taken pho}ographs of

the border ereas, of the so-called Polish Corridor, and of all military

and arm.ament production targets of : mportance. These photomaps, together

with the tarEet dats, had been cistributed to the field commandera.

The Gtrength and ground organization of the PoliGh r. r
Force were

exactly known to the Germans, with the exception of a few airfields in

the easternmost part of the country.
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3. anc

  
At t he out br eak of war    

,
b dat a on Fr an c e wer e uns at i s.

f a c t org and
n

far from complete. The counterintelligence sources had provided mueh

d ou b t f u l
' information, most of which however was of dabious ori in andAva

lue. '

The air attache had not furni hed any tignificant inform.a
tion up to that

time. Nor had the French press procir ed the volUrne of military and m ilitary-

economic information that was customary among the other WeGtern powers,

such as the United States an3 Great Britain. The only avails.
ble photo-

graphs covered ai.r
fieldG and industrial installations in A1Gace-Lorraine.

 
In peaceti_me,

the radio intercept aer ice had not provided any ' ortant 

c1ewG.

Irl general, the German air force intelligence agencies were not pre-

.
pared for a war cgainst France on 1 September 1  39. Tre main reason for

this unpreparedness Was the fact that the politica.
l leac?ers had not included

  France among the potential adversa.r
ies.
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1,.. Gr eat Br i t ai n

There were far better data available about Great Britain  when the war

started . That these data for the conduct of air warfare had been assembled,
.

was to be attributed to an order issued by the Comnander in Chief of the

Luftwaffe at the end of 1938. Up to that time the intelligence cavering

Great Britain had been totally inade uate, just like that pertaining to

  ance. Since the political loadership had not ts.
ken a war with the Western

poy ers into aceount, the collection of information in thoGe countries had

not been considered as particularly importa.n
t. It was therefore not altogether

surprising that the information provided by the military counterintelligence
 

agencieE   was not only scarce but also totally inadequate in value.

At the end of Novenber 1938 Goering therefore ordered that a study be

pr eFar ed on t he ai r ti-u l ne r ab i l i t y of Gr eat Br i t a i n . The t hen Chi ef of t he

24
5th Division commented on this   study as follows:

"Gener al J e s chonn ek , who wa G t hen Chi e f of t he Luf t waf f e Gener a l St af f ,

.
 

was of the opinion that   exact intelligence estimate and comprehensive

.

' preparations based on target data were of decisive importance for the

succeas of an aerial operation. ke also thought, that this was particularly

the case with a possible ajr warfare against Great Britain. For th s reason,

the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe ordered that a special study be

prepared tc eqtablish tha air vulnerability factors pertaining to Great

2 
. Extracted from a report of General a.D.

(Ret.
) Schmid, who was then

Intelligence Officer at the Luftwaffe High Command. Thia report was

written from :nemory in 1953, with personal notes also being used for

this purpose. Karlsruhe Collection.
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Britain; this stud;  was given the code degignation "BL U". In 1939 the

,. ,  i 1.  
C.

s t   dy , c l as s i f i ed s ecr et , -.:a s e.v ai l abl e i n   copi e ^. I t was submi t t ed t oh. -

t he Coa r   nder i n Ch3ef o.
f t h e Luf t waf'f e a t Li s t on t he i s l and of Sy l t ,

and the Chief of jntelligence, r ho submi.
tted it, wss given the approval of

t he Conm:ander i n Chi e f and t he Ch i ef of   t̀ af f .

ytudy BLAU

The st udy wa s pr epar ed dur i ng t he per i od January t o June 1939 under t he

d i r ec t i on of t he Ch i ef of I nt e l l i genc e .

Onc e or t wi ce a week , conf er enc e s , i=erbal r e   or t s , d i Gcu s s i ons , and
 

que4tion and-answer periods lasting 4 - 5 hcurs were held. The particiaants  

wer e :

(a ) The f or ai gn s pec i
,a

l i s t of t h e 5t h Di v i s i on of t he Luf t waf f e

Hi gh Command :

(b) The economic  experts of the Counterintelligence Bran ch of the

_ Ar med For ce s Hi gh Comu and ;

(c) Technical experts from the Air Materiel Command;

(d) Reprecentatives of private industry; I

(e) Professors of geopolitics; and

(f) The Air  ttachtfrom London with his assigtants.

  _  aa'  r
The study analyzed all  

 
 ̀of Eritish statehood: The structure of

  .

the British Empire, the armed forces, peoc le, uoverm nent, constitution, ad-

ministration, economy, industry, trade, ibports, exnorts, agricultural pro-

duction in peace and wartime, electricity supplies, air vulnerability,
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shsdow factories, natural reqources, railroad com.munications, inland

,,   
IR L.u f     C,::< ;   ! 

w aterways, naval and com  ̂ercial nort inGtallations, stock piles, - _  

lines of com unication, etc.

There was an abundance of source  naterial in libraries, in the British

minutes•of
press tnd literature, in foreign writings,̂ parliarnentary debate4, and

particularly in papers ard documents dating from the First World 4Jar.

A number of officials who had lived for some time in Great Britain were

of great assistance.

The study resulted in a multitude of suggestions a.n
d require nents

 
for obtaining information.

In 1939 the thorough and comprehensive evaluation of the   d study

was completed. The re ult was available by mid-July: it was voluminou 

and i nc l uded mar y Gt at i s t i c s and ma  s . I t may be sumrnar i zed
, s omewhat a s

f ol l ows :

  "Great Britain i  an extremely solid state of considerable national

and economic strength. Its military power is based essentiallry on the

Navy, t rhich is far superior to its German counterpart. The mobilization

of the British   Navy had be®n underway since spring 1 39. The British

Air Force is the second strongest a©rvice. It is now being modernized and

br ought up t o dat e . ' ii t h t he bui l dup pl anned f or t he f ut ur e , i t mi ght

be c ome equal t o t he Luf twaf f e by
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19.  G. The c ef er    e '
 
a ga i n Gt a i r a t t a ck s   .r e wel l pr ep ar ed and er e c on s t an t l y

being - erfected in the British isles. The small British Army is being

modernized and mai es progress. But the  s m  can asGume significance only

in conjunction with French ground forces. Gtock Filing has begun in all

spherec of the British industry and econom,p.
The weakest pointG in the

over-all econon.
i
.c picture are the 3ritish dependence on importa and the

overGeas co  aunications.  3ecau e of these fa  tors, itQ general geographic

  oGi t i on, c.n
d i t G ntuner ou s nava l a r  c or:uner c i

. 
1 har b or f r  c i l i t i e c     t h e

latter are the breathing organs of the econo p -- the air vulnerability

 

of the British Isle  an ame  articuls.r  i  if      ., p ,  ,n
i cance . I n auy a i r wa _

f ar e

ti  i t h Br i t a i n , t h e d ef eat of t h e  ' r i t i ch Ai r r or ce , i n cl ud i ng t he e l i mi na t i on

of t h e a i r cr a f t i
.n

dut 
t r -, 

t ha t i ; a b ot t l en e ck dt any t i me , ana t h e

n eu t r a l i za t i on of t he Br i t i s h Nav  a r e r  r er ec ui s i t e ;  f or   u c c es a . 'i'h e

primary mission of the German Air rorce is therefore to neutralize all

  naval a.n
d commercj.a

l port facilities on the islanda an d to destroy

s hi pp i n g c apa c i t ;  . To ca r r y out t h i s m3
.s s j on , t h e Lu f t waf f e wi ll need

very strong forceg. No time limit can be set for achiev .ng
this objective.

Because of the British government  s capaaility to i
.m
  riae and because

of  the Gpiritual  trength ef the British psople, it mibht be  :ossible

that the surrender o!' the British Isles cannot be sclely obtained through
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air attacks."

Field Marshal Hesselring has the following comments to this study aa

a preparatory step and basic document for conducting air warfare against

25
Great Britain:

"The Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe had in this inatance (Great

Britain) been ahead of the other services. As earl,y as June 1939, after

b months of preparatory work done with the aasietance of scientists and

econcmaists, he had produced an integrated plan that constituted a rea1.
],y

useful basis for the "air battle again9t Britain" and might have also

 
besn used as basic planning document for an invasion of the British Isles."

According to all these indications, the coll®ctfon of intelligence

concerning Great Britain seemae to have been well advanced by the outbreak

of war. The above-mentioned study BLdII led to a collection effort to fill

ex3 sting intelligence gaps; furthermore  th® available information was

  evaluated and 3nterpreted.

The military collection agencies of Canaris coatributed rel8.
tively

little to this effort. On the other hand, the German air attache in London

and -- last not least -- the Briti4h press provided excellent materisl.

aerial
The f ol l o  ti ng^

phot ogmphi c ma t e r i a.
l was av ai l abl e at t he aut br eak of  

h ostilitie9: The ports of London, the southeast coast ports, parts of

the sauth coast, ground organization and aircraft induetry in the south-

eastern part of the country  and the airfields in the Midlands.

25 4 " '  '   '̀  ./
 lbert Keeselring, Gedanken zum zweiten WeltkrieE ( s World

War -  } , Bonn, 1955, p . 67 .
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Radio intercepts provid  valuable information on armament production

f3
.gu res, organization and distribution of the British Air Force, etc., Which

was
  used by the inteLlig®nee collection agencies. r

,  f̀
 

  l , IN    J/I'  y
Th e cr ea t i on s.nd bu i c7du p of an ex t en s i v e shad ow i ndu s t r y wa s kno wn

to the Germana. The German High Command was also aware of the exi.s
tence

.

of a British radar screen. Shortly before the outbreak of war,the airship  

"Graf Zeppelinn flew aeveral aerial survey mirFions ower the North Sea,

which produced additional 3nformation in this field.

 

•
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ch .nte    o

Wartime Intelli ence bctivitiee

I. Chan es in the Intelli ence A ission and Or anization

a. Chan eQ in the Collectin  A encies

During wartime the organizational  tructure of the intelligence collecting

agencies had to be changed by necec9ity, even though all res ̀onsible personnel

made every effort to adjust the peacetime to the wartime organization in order

to safeguard a 4mooth transition. However, sources that  aere open to

  under conditions
collecting agencies in peacetime be cane blocked  

 war
time 3  $

 or

 

were far more difficult to accede to as time went on. Other new   contac 

and sources had to bE establiehed and brought into action and then adjusted to

wartine conditions.

1he changes in the organization an^ mis ion of each individual

collecting agency will hereby be diGcusse . as
follows:

  1 . Count er i n t el l i   enc e S  Of f i ce , lirmed r or ce s Hi
.e

h Command

Ther e wa s no s.mned
.i at e change i n t he mi s s i on of t hi s of f i ce at t he out s e t

of the war.   cept for a faw additions dnd changes, the existing organization

was to serve both in peace and war. ln the course of the war  however,

Gome changes were made in the organization of the office; these
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changes resulted from the imm ediate experiences made in wartime or from

t he do  eGt i c pol i t i cal event s af t er 20 Jul y 19L,1,.
(Tr : At t esnpt on Hi t l er   s

l i f e  
.

Wher eas Branches I , I I , and I lI of t he Count er .nt el l i gence Of f i ce ,

Armed For ces Hi gh Co  nand remai ned subst ant i all y unchanged unt i l 19,1,  .,

the Foreign Branch was consolidated with th® Central Bm' gch at the o ubreak

of war, being redeQignated   Eoreign Office Group." The chief of the new

group was General Oster, who had been chief of the Central Branch until

then. Oster thus expanded his snhere of influence con iderabl,y, Since he

,
assumed personal control of the activities by which

of the Armed Forces attaches
all reports gathered by Branch I and attache reporta from allied and neutral

26
c ount r i e s wer ® col l at ed and stm®ar i zed .

This concentration of power  robably also resulted in the attempt to

top-leveldev e l op t he of f i c e gr oup i nt o a ki nd of of f i c i al   i nt e ll i g ence agency of

the Armed Forces High Com nand. This was certainly not an advisable aolution,•
ssems  

since it 3  inappropriate to make the collecting agency simultan®ouslsrn
,

responsible for the ®valuation and interpr tation of all information.

lacked
For thia purpose, the collecting agency  unbiased objectivity and

access to the numerous other aources of information that developed during

  the course of the war, such as photographic recon_ns.
iasance, radi©

intelligence,

26
The ranking service attache was usually appointed simultaneously

Armed Forces Attache with the duty of reporting both to his service

and to the Armed Forces High Command.
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preGs ans.
ly i :, pri oner-of-war interrogatson, conbat reconnoissance

r ep or t s , e t c . I t wa   n at tint i l t owa r   t h o end of t h e war t ha t t h e   r med

  orces Gperation   taff decided to create its own intelligence division,

bu t t h i 4 mea Gu r e d i d not   *;ab du c e ar.y _n.a j or e f f ec t .

As pr ev  
.ou Gl  T men t i on ed , t h e c r ga : i za t i an of t he Coun t er i nt el l i genc e

Uf f i c e , Ai~med For ce   Hi gh Comm  .nd wa c n ot cha ng ed , Th e of f i c e c on s i   t e d

of t h e f ol l at•  i ng t hr ee br a nche s un t i l t he end of t :  e war :

Br an ch I - - Col l e c t i on of I nf or    a t j
.on ;

Branch II --  abotage; and

 
Branch III -- Frtiionage and Antiaabota e Activi.

tieq.

The counterintelliFence aaenciea attached to the corps and military

d  ;trict he .
dauarter4 were  ubordinate to the offiee in technical and

onerational mattP rs. In addition, the office emoloyed sxecial combe.
t

reconr.a
issance team4 in wartire. For it  activitiee,abroad, the Counter-

  i nt e l l i g ence Of f i ce u s ed t he   z  ed For ce    =.t t a ch e s i n a l l i ed and neu t r e.
l

c oun t r i e s and t h e F:0 - -   r i e   Gor   a n i   e.
t i on (W  .r t i me ur >=  ni za t i on ) t ha t wa s

integrated -In the diplomatic mi;  ions.

The counterinteliigence a _encie  attached tc the corps aY:d military

diGtrict read.,uarters -- the latter rem . ned in the zone of interior --

continued their peacetime opcrations al o throughout the war. They  raved

t o b e ef f e c t i v e .  :h en t he c or      he =d qu a r t e r s mov eci i nt o c omba t , t h e

i
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military district head auarters e.ssumed their counterintelligence resnonsi-

bility in the zone of interior. The counterintelligence a enciea of the

corps headuuarterQ in the field were ascigned missionG that corresPOnded

to the nilitary plans tiertaining to the operGtions in which the respective

cor s was involved.

Th e c ount e r i nt e l l i ge n c e a   en c  
.e s of t i e ml l i t a r y di s t r i c t h eadquar t e r s

assumed the rs  onsibilitieG aGSigned to the Feacet1:ne a encies operating

in the reepective areas inQofar aG the collection of information waG con-

eerned, emphasizin  the   pointg of msin effcrt a  in structed. They

.
subsequently worked on   lead and ccntact with abroad that seemed worth

while to them or the Ccunterintelligence  ranch and 14ter Office. In theory,

 uch operations were to be coorcinated with the reGpective gG onerating

in that co .a.n
try, which aas supr.ose

d to establish and maintain the contact.

The KO was an organization that wa9 employed in  e utral countries in

ac,dition to the nil itary  .
ttaches. Operating from neutral baGes, the RO s 

directed treir activities at Gerrcany 's aciversaries, whereas the military

attaches reTorted on matters pertainin:; to the ho t ceuntries.

The eombat reeonnaissanee teams, occas:or.ally also organized aa squads

or similar units, operated near the ? tLR, a; ide from carryin  out special tesks

as
that corre ponc ed to the courQe af combat events, they had  

Apr
incipal

  that
mi4sion of interro  ating pri onerq of  , ar. They coordinated their operations wit

 
Gnd received their inatructio

  from the local intel.
ligence officers of
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the army groups or air forceF to which they were attached.

II nt i l 1  1,.
1{. - L{ Br anch I of t he Count er i nt e l l i genc e Of f i ce wa s subdi v i ded

   .  552. 
 

accordi.ng
to the special collection fieldG   dealt wfth, auch as Army,

vavy ,   Air Force, etc. Each section was in turn  ubdivided according

that
to   countries or groups of co• ntries,  is to say according to the areas

in which the infor  tion was collected. The country with which the infor-

mation was concerned, was considered of secondary importance. Since the

above  entioned sections were not only concerned with collecting information

,
but also adhered to certain premisea -- not to say prejudices -- there were

- - required
i difficulties and one major problem that   an unprecedented 9olution.

The l a s t ch i e f of   he IL (Luf t waf f e ,
  - - Ai r For ce Se c t i on , Ober s t a . D .

27
(Col., Ret.

) Kleyen tueber, writss on thir subject ae follows:

ttThe divergence oermeates the entire or anizational structure of the

secret service. To prevent overlaTping, mutual interfe rence, ete.,   th®

collection effort must be

  orga.nized according to friendly or neutral area4
•

•
from which or through which the enamy  G security screen is penetrated. The

 
o

evaluation and interpretation must be organized accordir g 
fields of interest

or ar e a s wi t h whi ch t he i nf ormat i on i s c onc er ned .   ior eov er , t he r et r oact i v e

appr ai qa l of t he v a l ue of a Qour c e s houl d r_ot be l c f t t o t he c ol l e ct i ng

agencies b ut rather to the evaluation or interpretation organizations.

27
Extracted from a Gtudy written by Oberst a.D .

(Col., ? et.
)  leyen-

atueber in 1955, which dealt with the organization of the military

secret service (counterintelligence service). Karlsruhe Collection.
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Juat like a mother usually closes her eyes to the faultG of her awn ch 1d,

wh om s h e c on c i de r s t h e b e st and r os t b eau t i f ul of a ll , c.  ai .
l i t ar y or c i vi l i an

of f i c i a l of a c l ande s t i n e c ol l e ct i n g agen cy w i l l r a r e l y r.ot i c e a f a  ]
.
t i n

the contact he has establi hed or   maintained. He will be the last one

to detect that there is co:nething wTong, even i f his source has been operating

fcr the enemy for quite Gome time. This wa5 one of the organizational

d ef i c i c;n c i e s f r om wh i ch t he Count er i r. t e l l i g en ce Of f i c e suf f er ed i n 1° L:4 .

 , -  .r-  -Th e r e t r o sr  e c t i J e ev al u a t i on a nd a.n a l y s i s of r ep or t g f r om a s our c e wehgn

ucue.
lly neglected becauQe of the voluminous daily workload. This type of

 

,analy=is is actuall y very Gimple aud produce,
  an uneqaivocal verdiet on the

some
v a l u e and cont ent s of i nf or ma.

t i on .   par t  f r om   i nd i v i du a l "ma j or " c on t a c t s ,

 
s u ch an a na l y s i s s h ou l d n o  b e 3 t he

 
e r  a l

 
t af f .   pe ev a l ua t i on

accorr  lis,
hed by the three cervices.  nother factor to be considered is that

t ie evaluation T erscrlnel are not acquainted with the collection methods and

  t e chn i que s . For t h i s r ea s on , t h e ab ov e- ment i on ed ae ct i on s   f or med

 
subsections or s:milar organizational unitG for pre-evalu.a

tion purposes, but

wi t h out f i nd i n g a t r u l y s a t i sf a c t or y s ol u  Li on t o t he pr ob l   n. Th e s e wer e t he

intellectual premises orl which the sub e uent reorganizatio:  was baaed."

Th e Gu b s e qu e n t r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f i  r a n c h ,
  I , wh i c h t o ok p l a c e i n 1 9 

.
4

,
 

1  R '`'
1     :, p̀a:   ^

r    
f

  l i s e ` t h e G Lt emp t o n   ii t l e r ' s l i f e o n 2 0 J u l y a n d i t s c o n -h

cequence , led to the following organiaat _ona
l  tructure :

. Q  ' /   '
  Western Section: collection i or a  e the West, and

  Bra  - J
Ea s t e r n   ec t i on : col l e ct i on i r 

o
r     e rt t h e Ea s t .
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I `w '   '̀   i i  [.In addition e- aluati
U 

encie were created   e#- r.re bdi  ,
gu vided

    crt:/ t .    r u    o  c   d .
Army, Navvy, Air Force  rd fnduetry. Theae pre-evaluatioa

sections were in turn subdivided according to countrieq, assembly areas,
  etc., by the various

categoriea of information. 

The collection sections were responsible for maintaining eu3.s
ting contacta

and -- inaofar as possible -- for estab .
ishing new ones. They were to guide

and control the collection of information through these aources.

  v 
The pre-evaluation aectione, having equal rank   the collaction aections,

aesigned miasions and requested information on the basis of requirements

_  
transmitted.by the intelligence officers of the three services. They evaluated

individual contacts and sources by retroactive evaluation of the information

produced; in this capacity they caoperated closel.y with the intelligence

officers of the three aervices. They thus acted as advance filtere-- at least

in judging the value of information -.- in transmitting newly arrived items

  of i nf ormat i on.

This organization was no doubt more effective thsn the previous. The

change in the organizational structure should not be attributed to the fact that

the counterintelligence agencies had meanwhile been traneferred to the

 urisdiction of the Reich Security Main Office (R  HA -- Reichasicherheite-  

hau  }
,
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since it had previously been planned on the basis of past experience.

A draqtic change in the collecti: g methods occurred at the beginning

of f i c  
_a

l s who
of 191,1  . The nw-ner ous ot her _ov er nment and   Par t y   ^

were en ;:aged in the collection of information in Gome eapacity or another --

especially the two  ;ominant personalities Himmler e.n
d, until his death,

Heydrich -- succeeded in influencing Hitler to dismias   Admiral Canaris

that otivated this decision were
who had hi t her t o be en conGi de r ed i ndi G  enQabl e . The re a s onfi g en i ng

and
s e cr et conf er enc e G  t,ri l l r..r obab l y nev er be c et erni ned . The Chi e f of Branch I ,

Colonel H _nsen,  ucceeded Can.ar
is. At the same time, t:ne Counterintelligence

  .  
--Of f i ce wa s t r anGf er r ed f r om t he Armed For ce s Hi gh Comr  and t o R.e i ch S®cur i t y

 

  ta i n Of f i c e and r ed e s i gnat ed Amt r li l .
{Mi l i t a r y Of f i c e )

. I t t hus became sub-

ordinate to the Chief of the State Security Service {SD -- Staatg-SicherheitQ-

  i en   t j
, Kal t enbrunner . Thi G t r ans f er di d not change t he mi l i t ary st at u s of

the personnel assigned to the office, since they continued to serve in a

  military capacit,y and were adminiQtered by the respective oersonnel ager.c
ie4

of the three sercicea.

After the attempt on Hitler is life on ?0 Ju1y 19L1;, in the preparation of

which the Chief of the Military Office had a certain part, Schellenberg, wno

wa s Chi ef of Of f i c e VI {Col l ec t i on of Pol i t i c al News f r om Abr oad) of t he Re i eh

Se cur i t y '•iai n Of =_  i c e , 3  ]E a s s umed t he ac?d i t i onal dut i e s of di r ec t i n g t he

ra litar-, 
Office. This organization rema.

ined unchanged until the end of the

war . As a r e s .z
l t , a maj or par t of t he i nf or ma t i on cal l e c t i on e   f or t
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of the Luftwaffe and the other services was controlled by the National

Soc i a l i gt F$r t y secur i t y s®r vi ce af t er 191. L,..

? . Th e I n t e l l i e en ce Oi'f i c e:r
 

f t he Hi   h er He adQUar t e r s

Whereas before the war the collection of  
.n
formation was primarily

the tack of the couterintelligence agencies, radio intercept services,and

other unito of the Luftwaffe High Command under ths control of the latter,

this function was transferre3 to a large extent to the higher headquarters

subordinate to the High Command. There, t.he ini'ormation reGulting from

sir and ground reconnaisaance first became available, and to a certain

 
degree alsa the statements of prisoners of war. The monitoring agency within

the higher headquarters was t;he intelligence officer.

The intelligsnce officer was responsible for

(a) Enemy intentione on the baei.s of ground and air reconnai sance

r e s ul
.
t s ;

  (b) Priso ner-of-war interro¢ation t atenaents;

(c) Interro ation of local inhabitants;

(d) Fx loitation of captured doatument8;

(e ) Pr e,  g ana ,
h s i s :

(f) Tar et analYS s;

and as secondar  m.
issions, he took charge of

(g) Counterintelli ence mattere (Anticabotage and counterespionage},

but onl,y
in coordination with the Armed Forces counterintelligence

  agenc i e s ; and

(h) Soldiers'welfare matters.
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The chiefg of the intelligence branches of these headquarters were

usua119 general staff officer8.

Th® higher Luftwaffe headqusrters particinating in the collection of

.  
information with their sphere of jurisdiction were th  following:

 

(a) Th® ai r f orae headqua.rt er s ;

(b) The air corpa headquarters;

(c) The sir division headquartera;

(d) The air force cammanders;

(e) The Luftwaffe liaison m3asiona attached to arm  group and

art°3t 9 g;
 

head uarter and

(f) The air force administrative command headquarters.

The means for collecting information, which were availabla to the

intelligence officer$ aecording to the level of the hea.dquarters they

served, were the followingt

  (a) Strategic and.c
loQe air reconnaiGsance unit8;

(b) Enelqy observations made by bomber, fighter-ba ber, fighter, snd air

  transport units;

air(c) Ground and air observations by friendly flak and  ignal unita;

(d) Statements by prison®r9 of war and deserters;

(e) Captured enemy property;

(f) Information concerning the enemy, msde available by the Arm  and Navy;  

(g) Reporta from agente (of the couaterintelligence services or occasionally

of t he Luf t waf f e pr oper ) ; and

( )  nalyFiQ of the enemy press and radio.
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In addition  each intelligence officer received information from the

Luf t waf f e Hi gh Command and t he k:i gher headquar t er   . B  t l i s t i ng t he s our ce s

of i nf or nat i on av ai l abl e t o i nt e l l i g enc e of f i c er s i n wart i meJ one ar r i v e s at

the conclusion that the bulk of the information on the  round and air

 ituation was gathered by the headquarters in the field . The intelligence

per s onnel at  t he Luf t waf f e Ai gh Com -nand pr oduc ed t he a i r e 8t i ma t e of t he

c i t ua t i on f r om t he sum t ot al of i
.n

f ormat i on c ol l ec t ed by t he f i e l d head-

t he i nf ormat i on
quarters;  

 pa  e
d through the intermediate comm.andg whieh also made

us e of i t . '

   

The most important and most reliable e collection
 ò o   i

 
,
u    t o   

-
in the field ere the reconnaisGane its. The tactical reconnais ance

.
1  R--

units brought information and photograph  from y
combat zone, whereas the

 trategic reconnaisGance  .zn
its obtained in.

formation -- above all photographe --

of eneu y t er r i t ory G3t  .i at ed f ar t o t he re ar . The hi gher t he headquar t er e ,

  the farther it4 strategic reconnaia ance aircraft generally penetrated

,
otier enemy rear areaQ.

  To develop and evaluate incoming photograph , the unit4 responefble

for photorecoru aiGsance as well as every h  rer headquarter9 had one '

photographic shop. The staff photo agency at higher headquarter  was

under the operaiional control of the pb ographic interpretation ofz"icer

assigned to the intelligence  taff. It wae his duty to ecreen the photo-

graphs and evaluate them ac tc their u4efulneas to the operational

c ommand . Fie was al s o r e   pons i b l e f or t r anA    t t i ng wi t h  a mi ni m  a of
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delay II interpreted printa to all agencies interested in their contents•

The Garman Air Force Directive No. 16, Luftkrie fuehruna

(Air Warfare), reprint of March 191 0, par. 79 - 101, definee in great

detail the purpose and methods of collecting information by higher head-

28
quarters:

Par . ?9: Rscannaissance should produce a reliable and complete picture

of the situation as rapidly as possible. The reconnaissance

resultq form the basis for the deciQion4 taken by the com:nand and

the operationa conducted by the troops.

•
Par. S0: Wartime reconnaissance is baged on peacetime intelligence.

The information obtained in peacetime is generally decisive for

the initial employment of the air force.

In the further course of operation  it often saves new reconnaissance

flights that waste time, necessitating only a qupnlementation or

. reevaluation of available intelligence.  

Peacetime intelligence activitie9 produce the baQic information

that cannot b® obtained during hoqtil3ties or only at great

di f f i cul t i e s .

  e,  
   or /t

 
er ..Per.  1: Wartime media are as followg:  .

Air reconnai4sance, aircraft-warning service, intercept service,

28
Karlsruhe Collection.
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ex chan ge of i n f c ,; a t i or. ,  ;r e   s a n3 r a r'. i e ccr ut _ny , TeT or t   f r om a   ent a ,

 , r i r on er - of - wa r r t a t ement s , 4r.d e tra   ua t i or of car t ur ed c ocume nt   .
  ..

  .
t,• - !  ̀r x . . 

 
 •  1 .  a r . a? :    ,̀s,-e r y one -of t he r e . ' , , mac  i a ha r i t   own advan t e.Ee 4n

and d i   advE.n
t a   ,e   . And ea ch n ed i u r: :-   . 

i t 4 l i    
.
t Gt i on ;  . Th e

i ra. or t ant ;.h i n  i   t o u   e t he r i   ht one a t t he r i   ht t i n e and  

t o co or d '
_na t E t h e i r u s e i r_   u c r. a mar.r .er t l.a t t h e r e ru l t   e om-

p l ement y
 

on e 4n c t r e r i n   t eGd of ov er l a      ?_r U.

: ,  ', ';        
.

,,
  h̀ e r ec onna i c     r:c e i nf or ma t i on (a i r r e conr a i c   ar,c e , i n t e r c e7, t ,

a i r c r a f t =. a r r_i n : Ger  *i ce , an d r e ,: -or t   f'r om ac j a cent h eadqua r t e r   )

! col l ec t ec   nd ev «l ua.
t ed b T t h e :  i r r e   ar t ge t lle r i n     t a t i on a t t h e

c om  a nd oo s t of -  h e Gi r f or ce r e  = c   uGr t er   i n t _h_e f i e l d pr a3u c e s

t h e e 4t i ma t e of t h e   i t u a t i on . w e r y   t a f f  r u 5t t r an cmi t      rn-
.
f i ca r.t

i nf or r  a t i on t o i t   owr. un i t Q   :nd ot her s t a  ' f   wi t hout d e l ay .

kir  econnai cance

produce P ar .   3 : Lr.
de r f av or   'ol e c i r cu   :=t  :n ce c , a i

.r r ec cnna i Gcan c eAr ap-?a l y a nd 

c ompr ehen   i v e l y c.n ove r - a 11 e Gt i n.a t e of t he r i t u a t i on a   we ll a s

numerou  detail .

nut a   r r e con =a i GGunce can on l y : .et e r mi n e wha t ev er i 4 v i   i b l e t c  t he

eye or can b e ph ot ogr  ::.  1ed . I t f a :i l c i n
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establishing details to which it has no accese.

Moreaver, air reconnaissance is hampered by the adversary,   by

unfa4orable weather, and by restrictions to certain hours of the day

when there is  ufficient light. Thig type of reconnaissance can

therefore produce only extracts of the situation. And even these

are based on momentary obgervatione.

On the other hand, the range of air reconnaissance iQ $o exte  ive

that the oyer-all resu].tg can comp nsate for the fact that the

information has gaps and covers a liwited period. '

 
Par. 84:The air reconnaissance af the gir Forc®, Arm r, and Navy serves the

purposes of each service and simultaneou lv also the over-all conduct

delineate
of warfare. The Armed Forces High Command must therefore   the

     'c  . o n/
territorial and functional ,a .  responsibilities of each

.  
    service and define its ovn    requiramenta.

Par.85: The reconnaissance area of the Air Force ie usually beyond the
!  

reconnaissance areas of the Arm y and Navy. If possible, the delineation

 hould follow geographical lines.

At the beginning of war, air force reconnaissance on land usually

starts beyond the aastaned assembly and staging areas of the ene 

ground forces• Exceptional situations require different reconnaissanc®

missions.
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Par.8
6: Ih:rinC the course of cperationn the reconnaic c.nce areaG and

m.
? s s i on g wi 11 a 'r i f t f r equ ent l y . Th e a c t i v 3t i e G of t h e r e c onn a   s   anc e

un. 
Lt   , how  ev e r , w  17

_
b e f a c i l i t a t ed

.
by max 

.num c on   i 4t en cy .

PG.r.
g7: To economize forces, it may be in: icated to dele ate 4ome ©f the

r e c onr a i   s   :nc e m:i   c i on Q of on e aer v i c e t o an ot h er . Car e mu s t b e t ak en

t ha t on e ' s own mi   s l on i s r.ot i -npa i r ed .

Par . 8: Occa ionally, it will be i n o;-sible  o prevent overla  in  in

r ec onr s i s Ga nc e . r he u   e of a i r c ombat f or ce g i n t h e r e co:Ln a i s sa n c e

or c omba t a r ea of t h e gr ound f c_•ce s wzl l of t en  nak e a i r r e e onna i s san c e

! land
necec4ary. Zn combatting mobile targets in the   battle area,

it will be pr cticularly neceQ ary to comrnit air reconnaissance unitG.

Par.89: T' .e procedure for flying reconnui  ance missionG prior to an attack

of f r i end l y 1' or ce s a.n
d t h e Ge l e ct i on of un s t s f or Qu ch a pur ?  o Ge wi l l

depend on the ty- e an3 cumprehen iverlec  of the over-a11 nis ions,

• on the enemy Qituution, on the weather, on the ti
.me of day, and

on the terrain.

 irective  fro;  higher headguarter  will gu.arantee coherence in the

- executien of the reconnaissance rnission and ei'fective employnent

 of f or c e s .

The air reconnaiccs.nce units of bombar nent winQs will lim.
it the  cope

of their mission to e tabliGhing the enemy ar.d weather  ituations

along tneir
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appraach routes and above their targets as well ag to collecting detaile

checking
i nf or mat i on on t h e ob   ec t i v e and   f  t h e e f f ec t of b omb i ng s .

Even so, these units will observe anything that night be of interest

to the conduct of air operations during the execution of their

assigned mi sions.

Par.90: The reconnaiscance Frocess cons sts usually of taki.ng serial photo-

graph . Since thie takes time, the flightg muct be so prepared that

the reconnaissance recults can be fuil3r eaploited.

air
In urgent cases, p

hotogra hie reconnais ance will have to be replaced

 
by vicual reconnaissance and radio report  to higher head uarters9

• or by direct renort4 to assembled combat forceQ.

Ent i r el y new vi s t a s t hat ?=car.not yet be f  il l y gaugec  have been

opened by the advances made in the field of television.

Par. 91:Economy of reconnaissance forces for individual missi.on
iQ indieated.

. Theee forcea ehould avoid becoming involved in combat. If proper

equi pmen t i s av  .
  l ab l e , t hey ; h ou l d f l y s i n gl y , t ak i ng f u l l advan t a ge

of t he i r r a nge .

Emplo *ment of units flying in close or3er might be necesqary, if
.

the reconnaiGraace miseion is directed againat atrongly defended

areas or targets and   powerf-sl protection ia needed.

and complete observation
If the misaion requires  imultaneousnreconna

issance or 
  of

large areas, the tots,
l requirement of force4 will be calculated

on the basiQ of the width of t®rritory
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cover ed by each s 3x cr af 't .  

Par.92: The miQeion given to the reconnaiesanc® forces ma et clearly ind3oate

what is important to the command agency as w®11 as ho r and   to

vhom the results ahould 'be tran iitted.

It may be expedient to inform the reconnaisaance unita abotit the

s i mul.t aneoua co mmiai t ment of combat f or ce s t o whom t hey can t raa  mi.t

imp©rtan.t observations direet ,q by radio. •

f l owa
  Par.93: Reconnai0 anee miqaions 

  against fjxe targ®ta vary according

.
to the situation, extension, course, and signif3canc® of certnin

 
' parts of'the target. The timing an,d the frequency of the reconnaisaance

missions depend on their purpoae.

Reconnaissance miseione flown against mo_   targete, $uoh aa'air-

eraft, tran aport movemdentg, motorized troop units, etc., muet tak®

intii account the probable reaction of the opponent. On the basig af

the over-al].situativn, the intelligence available, the xeathar
._

reporte, and the terrain conditions as they affect the adverse ry,

sho u].d
oheA concentrate on certain pointe where the re-

connais ance effort will be inteneified either by covering a vid®r

area or by flying more misFions.

Par . 94 = To suppl e®nent t he r econnai s   anc ef f or t over enemap t erri t or t on

the ®f n sive and to gupolement the aircraft - rarning gervice an the
 

defensive, it might be necease ry to observe the air soace above

on® s a wn territory
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by air force unit .

Par.95: hieht reconnaiGGance may be necessary to determine ener y movements

at night, to reconnoiter objective -, and to establish the effective-

nes  of bombardmentQ.

Night reconnaissance pre9w aes precise knowledge of the terrain and

targetr as well aG the abil ity of utilizing thiQ know ledge bv night

even i
.n comparative darknea4.  owever, night reco  ai sance cannot

. a 
po  -s i bl y achi ev e t he s a:ue r e   ul t s   or r epl ac e dayt i rne r e connai Qcanc e .

Par.9
6: The reGultG of air reconnai4cance operation  can be effective only,

_ if they reach in time thoGe a encies wh .c
h have to take ar ro r tg

. p p i a e

action.

Ai r cr af t   'arni na   erv i ce

Par.97: The aircraft-warnin  aervice lays the groundw
 
rk for the operations

of def ens i v e f or ce c . I t ob s erv es t he ai r s pe ce , det e c t s en®my a i r -

  craft, tre.ces their routes, and de ermineQ their whereabout4.

The ai r cr af t - war ni n.g s erv i ce co  unand ccr e ens t he i nd i v i dual r e;oor t 4

and tran mit  them according to importance and urgency irmuediately

to the defensiMe command agencies and to the airraic? warning gervice.

I t r e nor t G t o t he def ens i v e c oruzr  nd agenc i e   t he l andi ng of enemy

aircraft,  he release of propaganda
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by the enemy, and the airlandi.x g of individuals or bodies of troopa.

Par. 98:The aircraft-werning sarvice does not lose any of its basic 3mpartance,

even i f speci al ai r r econnai ssanee uni t s are cauooooai t t ed f or de  'enei ve

purpos ®$. The s i r craf t   arni ng servi ce operat e s i n ax ,y weat her , ewen

though it is affected by lav clowds, rain, fog, and bad visibility.
   

f '" r
It ie capable

 
be the air space without iat   ti .Herein  ex r   p on

resides its special forte. "

The sjmultaneous appearance af flying unit  at different point ,

t he di f f i cul t y of i dent i
,
f  i ng t hem as ene oy ai r craf t , t hei r speed

'
 

and al t i tude, rapi d change of di re ct i on and use of cl oud f orn at i ons

complicate the aircraft-warning service.

These di f f i cul t i e s  oais t be averaame by ef f ect i ve organi zat i on,

thorough training, and con.Ctant 3m.prove®ents 3n tranamitting

information.

Pes'. 99 : The l os s af el ement s of t he ai r craf t - warni ng aer Pi ce must not l   d
i

t o an i nt errupt i on vf servi ce at ar y t i me . Rapi d rel i ef mu.s t be caught

by accelerating the r€,plaoement of snch elements, if necessary by

i.mprovising detours.

• Other Meana of Tnformation Collect3on

Par , l 00 tAi r r econnai s sance and s i r craft - warni ng ser vi ce ar e suppl e +aent ed

by other means of collectina inform.ation to a considerable eatent.

These supplementary means often give hints fcr appropriate action to

.
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 .: = the air reconnaissance units.

8a dio intercepts provide data on billeting areas,
distribution of

forces, approach and advance route of enemy forces, and the  v.cceea

,
of f  i endl y of f ens i ve operat i ona, whi ch ar e obt ai ned by mon3

,
l  or i ng

enemy radio traffic.

The value of reliable reports from aaents can be considerable.

the
They usually inform more accurately on i  morale of the

enem y h  e front than the enemy or neutral r . They might be

t he onl y means of obt ai ni ng t a.r get dat a f or bomber at t a ck s , s u,c
h

  informatian on  
as for instance the key insta].lations of industrial plaats and

  po rer s t at i ons .

Statements of prisoners of war usually produce an idea of the ene   

d i s t r i b ut i on f or ce , t.he bi ll e t i n  are a s , s qu i p nent   and mor al e

a e.

-  or more details, see ths manual on the conduct of operations  par.

l   l.,. f f .

WeatheT Service

Par.101: The weather service is eutreanely important in wai time. it  peratea

under far more difficult circwnstances than in peacetime because

no direct inform8tion from ene  territory becomes avail.ab
le.

The gaps that are thus created on the weathermap ehouhd be cloaed,
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3L$ if at a11 possible, by using every available expedient to obtain

weather reports via allied or neutral countriec or by 3
.n
tercepting

information frcx  enemy weather station  through mrnitoring.

In wartine, air reconnaicsance can aGcume conciderabls importance

,  4     e  ,yF   .  ,,,a..i
 4. -zt   _.

f orn a   . •      r '
,   . Ev e ry   pene t r at i on i n t o eneiqp

t er r i t or y Qhoul d be us ed f or weat her r e connai as anc e . "

3 . Ca  t ur ed Ene  Y I   .
t er i al St af f at t he Luf t waf f e T.e chni cal Of f i ce

A Qo-called Cdptured Enemy l   teriel Staff was formed to research

  enemy air tech  ology; thi  staff was attached to the German te t center

of the Luftwaffe at Rechlin in Mecklenburg at the beginning of the war .

St was composed of a great number of technicianc and cpecialiGts, whoce

a s t o enem.,y ar mam$ nt ^r oduct i on
 necialized knowledge enabled them to draw conclusion n

from examini.ng

captured enemy air materiel.

Whenevr materiel was captured in any theater, inclu .ing aircraft thatr  

- had been :  hot down t he Ca t ur ed En I fa t er i e l   t a f f wa s not i f i ed b t he, P   ' Y

chief en€ineer or  caintenance engineer of the re oective headquartera. If

there wa^ any reaaon for assuming that new or unknown 'materiel had been

captured, an inveetigation coffi ittee traveled to the point where it was

located and inve tigated the item.

E  pe ci a l l y i   ort a.nt captured mat er i el wa  moved t o Berl i n and was
._ ,,-  ..  -  

e xami ned a ccordi ng t o gc i ent i f i c pr i nc i pl e s e i t her
/ 
'  e -   oi a    o f

j _
/ I, , r.,-  .  .

  counterintell igence or forn
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the

e raluation of ita usefulneaa to 
German armament induatry.

The ana],  ei s r eport $ of t he Capt u.red Enemy Mat eri el St af f were t rang-

mitted to the Intelligence Diviaion of the LuftWaffe Aigh Co  and  ta the

Techni cal Of f i ce of t he gi r Mat er i el Comun und , and t o t he   ued Force s

the
Econoomi c g St af f . Thes e r eport a vere a maj or cont r i but i on t o    :r t el l i gence

covdrage of the ene  armament industr , and the  closed many gaps in the

available information.

When Goaring was questioned about the activities of the Cap ured Ehem y

Materiel StafP during a seeeivn of the International Tribunal at Diuernberg
  f   e vai  

and was aaked whether patent rights were before the Luftwafge. 

released itema for industrial production, he answered:

,r
d r''' è     .   

,They,
 

ul d have  gone t o hel l a, i E t heg a° + ° 
 1

d  . Patents never  othered me, whether they were GerIDan or

foreign."

 
4.The Interr©s ation Cam  at Oberurael

At the end-of 1939 a tranei amp for ene y airmen wa8 opened atb   .  „
Oberurssl in the Taunua Mountains s  t of the Inte113genc® Divieion

of t he Iuf t waf f e Hi gh Cammand. Thi $ #  . Camp had t he s i ngl e m f.s ai on Of

• /    i  
i nt err ogat i ng enemy i 3  ag cr ews bef ar e t he  e  e-  1  t o permanen / h!t

a
 

 ̀ C i

ca  oa . The r ea  on f o  eat abl i shi ng   - e--r+ p ee  e  . camp was t hat  eeee e    g-

   
 

' t no ul i nf ormat i o
n u L(, dus ef     ob ed ur i ng

  ,    
     interrogation o ,,   at field headquartars or   - ho co®maadn

poat a of combat t roop- el ament s . 'Plre  nt el l i g  c e ©f Pi cer s aaei gned t o

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PA  E DE  LASSIFIED IAW E  12958

-   8 -

  -   t   '
such headquar t er s , who    r    .t -   s t o conduct   i nt er r ogat i ons ,   l a C 

n
a,c dne exper i ence n d ,•;,.   -

J-I r
t he over- al l s i t uat i on, r   . , .hey were unabl e t o aak t  se  t -

      j' ,,
Q
    

 y[,
 

`     
  ' D'LY/ Yt- 1      t/ f    I I G" ' '

questions
n

p oducwd information of interest to the top- 

level command. Occaaionally, when priQoners were captured bq a forward

combat element,
'
, such an "interrogation" degenerated into a Qoc .a

ble
  " '1   o'

  
  +c.  . y

 
ywf.   3

eonversation that was spiced bp 3ntoxicating beverages
1
, Qo that the prisonerQ
 

were often completely gpoiled by the time they reached the proper inter-

rogation authorities.
 

Tn 1941
.
  a general order was therefore issued by the Armed Forces High

Command, specifying that all aviators flying enemy planec who had been shot

.

down were to be brought immediately to Cberursel without any prior inter-

rogation. There, the interrogation wa^ then undertaken according to uniform

gu i de l i ne s t h a t wer e appr onr i at e f or t he pur pore ; f  ,ir t hermor e , ex per i enced

• ex- erts conducted the interrogationq in conformance with the intelligence

requirements of the Luftwaffe High Command.

In general, it is no exaggeration to atate that this type of prisoner

interrogation produced valuable information, thet the BritiQh
 

rom the outset
prisoners maintained a remarkable interrogation disc p e does not change

any of t,he Ge f act 3.

D iring the early period of their intervention in the E iropean theater,

the American crews were more communicative. They anGwered all questions in

a harmless;,sn
d uninhibited manner. ThiQ condition, which was so convenient
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f or t he i nt el l i genc e col l ect i on per s onnel changed  3$ t he cour se of t i me .

In fact, during the last years of the war, the gmericans als® maintained

.

an interrogation discipline that waQ sfmilar to that of the British.

The author has some peraonal experiences regarding the interrogation

di4cipline of the Britieh. In Augu  t 1  .1 two Britieh aircraft carriers

  attempted to attack the porta of Fetaamo and Kirkenes. gbout 25 poung

British fliers were pulled out of the water and rescued from the mar y

airaraft the Germans shot down. Despite excellent care and very  oci .b
le

treatu ent, not a single Briti eher gave more tha.n his name, rank  and

 
 erial number d the firct interro ation. The interro ation turned  g g g

out to be verp interesting, neverthelesas while the men were being gerved

at the officers' mesa, their clothes had been hung up to dry in the sun.

The.Germana had taken the opportunity to search the pockets for interesting

documents. In so doing, they found among other items the complete operations

  order of the group, containir g all the information on the scope of the

operation, the number of aircraft employed and available, the names of the

superior officers and the f ying crews, and maz ,y
details on routine matters

concerning aircraft carriers,
  and the service aboard such ships• The inter-

rogation officer was thuQ abls to te31.tha prisoners all thst and even more

t hi ngs t hat he r eal l 3r want ed t o f i nd out f r om t he n. Si nce sever al of t he

young men had two movie tickets of a Reyk avik theater in their pockate,

it  as also not
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t oo di f f i cul t t o c on_
f r ont t h em  ,    t h t he i :  f or :na t i on t h a t t h ey had b aen

t o a mov i e l  wi t h a gi r l a t   eykj   .v i k oa1
.y f our da;    ago .

Th i   e   En  i v e   now1F.  .ge of t h e Ger man of f i c er   j  r odu ced not onl y

e: ormou   urpri e but alao repeated loud laughter on the part of the young

when he
pri oner4. The only one who did not c: ile wa  the cantain,  „found out

that hie pocketc had been  earched mearwhile ar.d that he had forgctten to

r d him elf of the important document  before ctarting on his miG ion.

An amu ing incident, but a1Qo a Qeriou  one, which indicates that the

be; t interrogation diccipline iQ of no u e, if all item  that  .ight pravide

 
the enemy with c1ueG are not put  a ide before starting on a  crtie. --

 a
The pri oners mentioned above were  ent by air to Cberureel on the next day.

The interrogation of l  ench fliers wae of no intelligence Gignificance

becau e of the ahort d uration of the conbat operatlon  againct rrance.

Uf a l l En emy pr i   on er a t h e ° ov i e t c r ewc we r e t h e mo   t T, ri l l i nrs
t o ar. swer

qu e s t i on   t ha t   rer e Fu t t o t hem i n a   p ec j a l car  p a t :  r e   t Li t o  rs k and l a t e r•

at another inclo ure near Loetzen ir. Ea t PruGGia. Thi  willingne s to reveal

 ecrets  hould ?robably be attributed to the fear  pread by Soviet propaganda

the
concernin ;

h
bad treatment meted out by the GermanG.

The mothod  of interregation emplcyed natura.
Ily took into account the

29
Gen . Lt n . a . D.

(  i zj . Gen . , RAt .
) Idi e l   en , 1 =  1 F1 1e   er f u ehr E.r Ki r k ene s

lp i r For ce Co rn r:a nd er a t Ki r k en e R i n 1     1)
.
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national charact eristic  of the pri oner  and their individual per analities,

s i nc e t hi Q wa s t he onl y way of obt ai n i ng u4ef ul i nf or ma.
t i on . In many i n  t ance s

 he priQoner  made statements to 4ecure opti.mum
treatment. This slanting of

i nf ormat i on wa s. par t i cul ar l y prev al en t among pr i Goner s who had been subj e ct ed

to some of the atrocity propaganda that had been spread in some countrie4

during the war and who believed that they would be badiy treated. With

prisoners from west European countries friendly word4, generous treatment,

and apparent disintereGtedness regardi.rg
the statem®ntG made ware more

successful thst rou,h tactics, which u ually irx uced the pri oner to become

i
s t ub'nor n . ,

The firat commander of the Oberurael transit camp was Major Rumpel,

an old wartime buddy of Goering. He wac a very canable and versatile officer

who was particularly suited ?or ag4uming thi4 psvchologically difficult task .

Despite the primiti4e amenities, he always  treated priGoners in a htzmane

m3nner,ar.d the interrogation methods were therefore extremely  uccessful. 
 

 . ,W hen t he s e f act s be came known t o hi m, Hi t l er gr ew;
 

qu s pi c i ous , f ee l i n.g
t hat

this eapable officer and aome of his interrogation officers were too anglo hile.

he therefore ordered that they be relea ed from their a signment. Rumpel vas

4ucceeded by Lt.Col. Killinger who did not make any najor ehanges in the

methodq employed at OberurGel.

The procedure by which a certain category of pri4onerq were  ent to a
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Gpecially es+  blished interrogation camp ha4 proved fully effective. The

interrogation team that had been specially trained in its field had mat ,y

y ear Q of ex per i en ce an d t h er ef or e h ew ex a.c
t l y h ow t h e enerr y c ondu c t ed a i r

force operationG and what hiG items of equipment were. In a king questions,

t h ey cou l d l i mi t t h e f i e l d of i nt e r r oga t i on t o t h e a r e a   i n wh i ch t h er e wer e

gape that needed  illing. Becau e of their background they were able to

,
recognize interrelationships that had hitherto been unknown from minor

, ..- indicationQ or unintended remarks. Thuq, they were able to add piece l 
  ,

p i ece i n a n ef f or t of un c ov er i ng t he wel l - camou f l ag ed ed i f i c e of enea p
•

a7r armament and operation9 methods and pla  ing.

together with
Oberursel,  n

the transit c np at Loetzen eatablished for the Russian

one  
c r ew  b e came   of t h e no at 3mp or t an t Qour ce s of i nf or mat i on f or t h e

German Air Force and 81so for the   rmed Force High Command.

5 . Co o er a t i on wi t h Al l i ed a nd F̀r i end l Ỳ I nt e l l i a e n c e Ser vi c e s .

 
Before the outbreak of war, there had been no or anized cooperation

betw®en the Ger ian intelligence cervice and those of allied and

f r i end l
,q coun t r i e s . Th e mi l i t a r y s t a f f s of t h e a l l i ed Ax i 4 Power a on l y ex-

changed officia? visits, and occasionally leading peraonalitie4 met  $ at

conferences• OccaGianal confidential contacts between
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different intelligence  e_rv
icec did not result in any exchange of general

i nf ormat i on , but  
.n r e , or t 4 on d et ai l   , i f any-t hi ng .

Even durinn the war the Axin  owerQ did not cooperate to the degree

that would have be®n ec ential for achieving cne cormnon objective. On the

other hand, tY e allied countriec mutually infarmed the attachec in a very

prcper and exhauctive manr_er.
PerhapG the  ole exceT tion wa  the re reaentative

of t h e   ovi et Uni on , i f' t r.at count ry can be count ed as one of t he a l l i ed

powers after the agreement of 1939• One author wrote on thi 

30
cubj ect i n 19  5 as f o? .owQ:

•

 T ,   ,During the _olich Campaign the agreement with the Soviet Union was

arrived at, as known (qic). Upon Goering '  requect, a Rus ian air attache,

Col one l   ko  yakov , Goon a.rr i v ed at t he headquart e r G. The una astmli r_g , t ac i t ,

and completely uneducated Ru cian officer was attached to the intelligence

cection. I lthough he was aRsigned hi  own room at headquarters,  kornyakov

. made little u e of it and could not be  een for weeks. Nis principal

occupation wa  to travel. Accompanied by a German officer, he viGited all

major German cities, chowing particular intere t for churches and cathedrals.

The intelligence Diviqion could not obt .
in any in formation on t zrsian aviation

from thi   ource.  kornyakov, in turn,

30
Gen.Ltn.a.D .

(AZaj.Gen., Ret.
}  chmid, Die 5. nbt, de4 General tab  der

Luftwaffe (Ic) (The Intelligence Divi ion of the Luftwaffe General

 taff). hr rl ruhe Collection.  
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was not part i cul ar l y i nt ere st ed i n us (Tr : t he Germa.ns } . He onl y st at ed

that everything was better in the Ru Qian gir Force than in the German.

He furnished a sumptuous apartment in Berlin, brought his wife from

Russian in 4pring 191 0, and  hortl,y afterward le£t Germany without re-

turning. He waa not replaced by anmbher officer."

It ie probably in the nature of intelligence work that the information

.
obtained ia carefully kept secret and that the personnel engaged in th 

.e

activity do not trust their best friends. Nevertheless, the German

3nt el l i gence per sonne l succeeded duri ng t he war i n car ef ul l y es t abl i shi ng ,

_ .
contacts with the intelligence servicea of some friendly countriea• Dr. Paul

Lenerkuehn, pr®sently a member of the BurLdestaa (Germsn parliament , lower

house) and form rly associated with th® Counterintelligenc® Cffice of the

31
Armed Forces High Command, writes on this sv.bjec

t sa followg:

"During the military operations in the Balkana the German forces

S benefited from th® information obtained by the German counter-

intellig®nce agencies that had been active in thoqe ar®ae. In

addition, they al4o prafited from the carefully established and '

maintained cooperation with Hz ngarian, Bulgarfan, and partly also

Romanian intelligence Qervices.n
 

"Other sourceG of information wer® the reports from the military

attachea 8nd tha ezchsnge of data with friendly intelligence servicea.

• For this purpose, the Counterintelligence

31
Dr. Paul Leverkuehn, Der  militae riache I achrichtendien t (The Military

extracted from z Zweiten WeltkrieeesInt el l i gence Gervi ce)
, 

(The e. ,tince  . ee o or ar   p. 204 .
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Cf f i ce of t he   rrned For c e4 Hi gh Ccmm  anc? act ed a4 i nt ermedi ary . "

Another statement made by the Qame author indicate4 that friendl,y

relationa were also maintained With the  peniah intelligence aervice.

He writes on thic subject aG followe:

"The counterintelligence staff haG Qul  itted information on the

imminent Allied landingG in North Africa. ?'-ioreover, Hitler and the  

political and military authoritieq mu t have known that the   anish

31 b
intelligence service had received  imilar information."

Another proof of the German cooperation with  ̀panish intelligence

•  
r erQonnel was the so-called CaGe   Martin. It indicates that at lea at

the Eritish were oriented on the connectior. between the German and  ̀panish

intelligence services. The Ca4e Niartin wa4 an English attempt to play

secret documents into German hands. For this purpoqe, a British submarine

abando
 

a corpse near the  ̀paniQh coast, which was dreGSed in a British

  maj or 'g un i f orm. Th
,
q "Ma j or Mart i n" carr i ed c3oc,,  ent s i nd i cat i ng t hat

landingn were intended on Sardinia, not in Sicily. The BritiGh plan

 ucceeded completely : the Gertnan  rmed Forceq High Command was imnediately

informed. However, no decistve changes in the defen ive diqpositions in

the r•lediterranean area uere made, not becauee the documents did not qeem

true but because their contents 4eemed too unrealistic from a military

poi nt of v i ew.

31g  
Ibid, p. 206.

31 b
Ibid, p. 207.
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' With regard to German contact  witY: the Romanian intelligence  ervice

32
dat i ng bs ck t o pr e' +tor l d '  ar I I daya , Dr .  ' aul Levenkuehn wr i t es :

" t that tirne Romania wa  politicall  neutral, inclining to the Alliee

rather than toward Germany. G .nar    ucceeded  n convincfng tbe chief

of the Romanian intelligence  ervice that the ? omanian ccor omic interect 

would cuffer greatly , if the DJ_nu
be waa blocked a  a navigational route.

  om then on the   rge column  on the DGnube carried  mall guard detail4,

cor paced of counterirtelligence aer   nnel."

There are no further detail  on ccoperation with allied and friendly

_ countrie  in the field o:  intelliE-ence. It will not be po cible to obtain

cuch detailr becau e the resoon ible x er onaL tie ,who could have provic?ed

info   ation, are no longer alive. Both Admiral Crna.r
is and hiG Gucce aor

Colonel Ha.n4en were executed in connection with the atte?npt on aitler 'Q

l i f e on ?0 J ul y 1g1,4 .

Direct cooFe~ ation anong intelligence officer  of allied comoat force •

naturally exi ted on a routine ba iQ in all theaters,
where combined

oneration  were conducted.

Tr u s , f or i n   t an ce , i n Ttay 1940 , an I t a l i an h i r : or ce l i a i   on   t a f f

waG attached to the intelligence Divieior_ of the Luyrtwaffe General ctaff.

n c a r ec i pr oea l me a Gur e ,   h e Ger :n9.n n i r r or ce gener a l

32
Bilanz de  weiten WEltkrie ee, p. 20 +.
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v on Fohl was at t achec t o t he I t al i an hi r For ce Iii  -h Cvm  and wi t h a   t af f

of hi a own . The mear whi l e de ce a Aed Gener  .l .
l eut nant a .D.

(t Ia j . Gen . , t  e t .
)

  chr i c? wr i t e   a    "ol l owa on t he cubj e ct of t he v al ue and act i v i t i e 4 of

t he It e.
l i an l i a i Gon   t af f : _ -   . -   ,f ,   1
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 '' " The   ene r af r  eYat i or    fi i p  t o I t a l y wa s   ood  
 

i t   neut r a l i t y

i
deRpite the allian ce ( ic). The Italian air attache Colonel Teucci made

ev ery ef f or t t o   t ay away a   muc h ac po     i b l e . ' 'he mut u sl ex change of

 
_n

f ormat i on wa   mi nor 3n v ol ume r  nd r a t h er un i l a t e r a L Ctu  i ou   _
l y enough ,

the Italian   howed a particular intere t for the Lriti h I les. They,

- w a ' h   a   iho ever, h d lzttle  .n
formation on t e ene y alr ba,e 

in the editerranean

and i n t he   out h of r re.nc e . They had onl y   cant y i nf orm2t i on ev en on r'lal t a . "

"A  ear l
 ,v a   '   .y 19L 0 a l i ai c on   t  if f of t he It al i an Ai r For ce

under t,he comnand of Colonel Teucci waG attached to the Intelligence

Divi ion. Thi4 liaicon  taff never pravided e.ny
thing; on the contrary,

r the Italiana alwayG a ked-
fcr information. The lec  the Italian  took

part in the air battle, zhe nore the  taff wa  reduced.  ithout being

i nf orcnat i on was pa s eed
abl e t o pr o  uc e any pr oof , I am f ; rml y c onv i nced t hat

A

33
    on to enemy countries v3a thi  liai on  taff and Italy."

Another tyre of liaiGon  taff were the Luftwaffe commission4 e tabli4hed

i n uno c cupi ed Fr ance and i n ivort h Af r i c a af t er t he curr ender of Fr ance .

33
Gen . Lt n . a .D .

(' Sa j . Gen . , Re t .
} r chmi d , Di e 5 . Abt . der Luf t waf f e (I c )

( Th e I nt e ll i   enc e Di v i   i on of t he Lu_f
t waf f e Gener al   t af f )

. A po s t -

war ctudy written in 19 5. Karl rur.e
Collection.
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sc] m3.d writes in the same book on the intelligence collecting activitiee

of t he se co  nni gs i one as f ol l ows :

"The Iuftwaffe ca®rniQaions in unoccupied France were effectfve
,

in collecting intelligence information, whereas those in North

Africa did not praduce. They had adjugted so Well to French

colonial life that they were unable to predict the landinge

of Al l i ed f or ces i n t he aut umn of 191 2 . They had t roubl e i n

haqtily leaving French territory and croQring over to Spain

in order to avoid caature by Allied troopq."i .  

 
.1,,

,_  
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TI .   lia  te,

  t he L  ral   at 3en Or  ani   at i + n at t } e _
L  t yra 
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    r i  

. -   .

,e . .
T  e_

  t el  .i aen  e Divi  i   (:  .  A.bt ei l   c) of t he L    e  :.C  t= 9t  P
. ,_ .

i thsreas i n peau3  t   e t he f     t i o  r 0f t  ae Int   .1#g e  e  
.  :  = is  e
.

r e at r i at ed t o ac,  act i mg al  
. i neami   g i nf orme t i ma a  d en al ti a'   

.
t     !

t  ie u ss 0f t he t ®p -1  e1:  c   aed,  
.n wart i me t he di   '38i   n t  ;e     a  i ga  il      

.
4ery  mpor tat t addi t i o  I.   i s   i   n, ' hat o  p  ePa 'i ng t he de;i.l ;y' e  t -a  ma   

of th o si " nmt i c  . Th  .a est fma  e va  a synt heai s of t   ie dnt 1  ai '  et  i ra    •

.
r eport a vf   'bo  cl   at s  l  ar   '  me headquar  er   ,   ati d   .   r   ge   

.e  , 

s e wel l ae of t he r ep®     a  d   se  tage  ori gi nat i ng f r̀a       ot he  p re- -

 
tr  .e     r ment i oned i   .

  ei  a ges  ee   onrce_a, abov. s l l Pr e a ra,d3v i m'E,  r a  p?l  , 
_ .

-  s l at t er nae i gnm eoat a  gumed ve ry con  i derabl e pi opb  t i ens       •

t be da si t us'bi o  e t't i mat e    oaed o  e  er dl e  nte     o  •i ndi tr  d i   ,Y   'mp s S - .

  r ep  ir t s and mee sageei vYii c  ha d  to be ecrsemed asyd groper];y     e  a t ed # a'to:
-   

 t he over- al l ei t   at i ©n .  .'hQ preperdt i   n   f t he e gt imat e o  t  e s i   uat 3:®o 

' _

 raa a bea r   oneib313 beaauee 3t `      sP t Y Prc  a3d ed t   ie bs  n =  . - 

f   t   t op- l evel caaoo  ind de c3    :ome . .
=t i a t beref or e   ot d  i   i   ga i   `

t he aCt i  ri t 3.e$ o  "t h  In  e1] .i gence Di vi   i   a     d e sPeai a].lg  ?  a  '  i   rt  o 
.

.
 

.l t s cl  i .ef   ar®   ere er al ,y cr i t i ci   .   .n   l l ki   dd of p  ]
.i ca'    e ec  tae 

      .

t  ie   e  an   3.r For oef The se ea i '  i a3  o  m8y be mare or l se$ j   at i f i   [  " 

,
,

o  e t hi og i   e er t ai n: t he s e  ea'  a ri t f c e ai e m o  t l,g wr i   ;  x  e neii e r

had any  .i   s i gbt # a'  o h3ghe  l   el 3  t  err el at   ,o  irsb 3.pe and wl  d#d   t a  .r s  a
-   - .

get the r3gh    =
I

_
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Gl ant .

 ,t t he b eg i n ni ng a`' t he war t h e I nt e  
.
l
.
i gcn c e Di v i c i on mov ed wi t h t h e

Zu f t waf f e Hi gh Com:land t o 4ti 13par k- wer d er near Fot   d an . Th er e t h® I v  t waf f e

High Co©m.an
d rema ned throughout the entire war.

 ince it was not r. o  
ible to move the large hi h command organization

t o t he comTr and po  t   e   t abl i   h ed f or ea ch c am.  a i gn , e   pe c i a l J
tiy   i n c e a

c om.Tne.rid t r a i n wi t h I i mi t ed   pa c e r:ad b een pr epc.r ed f or t h i Q pur po  e , t he

Lu f t waf f e fii gh Co  nand - - and t hu s a l s o t h e In t el l i g en c e Di v i s i on - -  

waQ subdivided into a fir t and a  econd echelon. The second echelan, co:n-

•
 riaing the major elementa of the lntelligence Divi ion, 4tayed at Wildpark-

kie r 3er . Tr e f i r et e ch e l on , f or mi n g t h e i nt e l l i gence s t a f f of t he Lu f t waf f e

  i gh Cor  :mand , mov ed t  _  t he v ar i ou s comms nd : os t s a s an i n t egr a l pa r t of t h e

c om  !an d . Th e di v i s i on ch i e f   a b a   i c f un e t i on wa   t o Gt a y wi t h t h e ch i e f

of the genere.
l staff, that is to Gay with the fir t echelon.

  The Qecond echelon of the Intelligence  ivicion thus operated more or

lesQ as tr e preparatnry a.gency supporting the intelligence staff at the

 
Luf t wa f f e  ii gh Co  r.and

,
  i n a l l ma t t e r s t ha t d i d not r equ i r e i mmed i a t e

evaluation. tit the s  e time, the princip .
l function of the intelligence

s t a f f f or mi ng _ s r t of t hP f i r s t e che l on wa s t o pr e - a r e t he d a i l y e et i mat e

of the  ituation. The  econd echelon receive3 itG operational inGtructiong

a  previoucly fram the diviGion chief.

Th e ef f e c t i v en e     of t r e I nt e , l i ger_c e Di v i   i on wa g gr ea t l y i mp a  
.r ed

in mid--19 ?, when the divi ion chief was replaced 'oecau4e one of his office

associate a was involved in zn eGpionage case. The ner r diviaion chief was
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e young, ine  erience3 officer.

The former division chief, Generalltn.a.D.
(t 
.a
j.Gen., Ret.

) Joaef

34
  chmi d , wr i t     on t ae subj ect of hi s rel i   f f roo t hi   as   i gnment ao f ol l owe:

"In August 1G42, on the came day Goering or3ered me to include  the  S

  ( chutz taffe . -- Nazi Party elite troops) in my intelligence agFntQ' net-

work , an of f i ce r o? t he Int e l l i gence Di v i   i on b T t h e rlame of   chul ze - Boy 4en

wa  arrected by the Gestapo (Nazi Party Secret Police) with Goering 'Q

approval.  e and his wife were accuGed of eGpionage for Rucsia 'e account.

He was eunpoged to have tran mitted information from Berlin via Delgium
 

eby radio. Throughout the entZre m onth of  .ep
tember I had no more new G on

t h i s s u b j e c t . ' •le a nwhi l e , a n  b e r of I nt e l l i g e n c e Di v i c i o n pe r Qon.n e l wer e

interrogated by a   court-martial official without my   iowledge.

It finally de eloped that Fir4t Lieutenant cchulze-Boysen had not received

any  ecret information from the Luftwaffe Intelligence Division, but that

_ hi   s our ce s of i
.n

f orms t i on wer e t he Teci ni c al Oi   i ce of t he Luf t waf f e , t he

tli n i ct r y of   'or e i gn t:f f ai r G, and t he Ar med For ce   :Ii gh Command . The ca ge

e.ga
inGt Schulze-3oyQen was know as the Ro e  :.a

  elle Case (Red Chapel};

curing the courGe of the inve4tigation at least 100 persons were arrested

in  erlin. The Chief of the Intelligence Divi ion : :as not involved. But,

t he Comrnander - i n- Chi e f and   'Chi e f of Gener al   t a f f of t he Luf twaf f e made

him the re  roach of not having  ucpected  chulze-Eoy en at an earlier 4tage

and of having rejected earlier accusation  of  chulze-Boysen by the Gestapo

in 1a3  and at the beginning of the war.  1t the beginnir.g of October 1942,
34

Gc  id, o . c t , no page number indicated.
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I found among the morning mail an m3r desk a directive, according to which

.
the new division chief was Oberstltn. (Lt.Col.) Koegel. T}  g happened after

Goer i n.g had. made some l oud cr i t i ci soma about me i n f r ont of a gr eat i  umber

of people. I left my asaignment with mixed feelings. Predeminant among them

was my gr eat worry about t he f urt her ceur sa of t be  rar and i t g f i nal i s sae

as well as bitterness about the manner in which I } sd been dismissed. To

leave a diviaion that I had 'ouilt up and whose work and people I lik®d,

was very di f f i cul t f or me . "

The above-mentioned Rote Kayelle eapionage caae was a heavy p aychological
 

burden f or t he Luf t waf f e because t he key per sonal i t y i uvol ved was a Luf t waf f e

of f i cer .

The suthor Bana Grimm writes on the   b ect of i ote Kapelle activitiea

35
a s f ol l ov 8 :

, , -

" riedrich Lenz states in hiq publication "Der ekle Wurm .
der deutschen

   wietracht" (The Disgusting Korm of German Disseneion), Heidelberg 1953,

that a n  ber of specific betrayals can be traced back to adherent$ of the

Rote Kapelle. The following it ms of infermation are li4ted as having been

turned aver to the Russians by them: the Gtrength ©f the German Air Force

at the beginning of the German campaign against RuRsia; the monthly pro-

duction figuree of the German sircraft induatry; Germany 's POL atockage

f i gure g; t he Germ an pr eparat i ons f or t he at t ack on t he Mai kop oi l f i el dB;

the tran8fer of  German parachute unitg from Crete to the Russian theater;

German battlenecka in the manufacture of

.
3 5Han8 Gr i  omn, l arum- Woher- ab  • W ? (W} y  iher ef raan- bnt i her et o} , Kl oat erhaueVer l ag , Li ppol dsber g eser , pp . l,12- 3 .
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locomotives and special valve ; the monthly sircraft production figutres

of the Charleroi plant; detaiia on the layout of the repair dockQ at

AmGterdam; mi.
litary r roduction and armament industriea at Amaterdam and

.
Rotterdam; troop movements along the Belgian and French coaat; the blue-

,pP t` 11  °'t .e   ,.':' 
  ,

p  i nt 4 of a.n a i r cr af t f a ct or y -eh ng t he Be r l i r  Dr e Qden. l i ne  t he i r on and
t ,

steel nroduction figures of Belgium; detailr concerning the develo::ment

of s r i f l e gr enade ; t h e d i a t r i bu t i on of 3I # Gercnan   nav a l uni t s ;

statistics covering the monthly armament nroduction; bomb damagec and

lossea in the Rugaian theater. Finally, a shrewd radio play informed the

 

Am rica t Ge ns hat ermany had decfphered the Cairo code, The consequenceR of

t he l a t t e r b e t r aya l wer e de c i s i v e f or t h e co  l sr s e of R,ommel  4 f or ce G

i n rlor t h Af r i ca . "

The listing of the betrayal8..
 -that were revealed indicates clearly

what a heavy blow had thus been dealt to the Gerrnan war effort. Without

  hav i ng had ar y par t i n i
.
t , t h e ch i e f of t he I nt e l l i gen c e Di v i gi on wa s

one of the victim e of the Qub4eqUent houQe-cleanino operation. However,

Goering penalized only himt e
lf by the action he had taken, since he r®placed

an experieneed man with a young inexperienced officer.
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2. Profesaor  teinmann'G APencv

An intere ting argar,ization, responsible for evaluating information,

was Professor  teinmann's agency, which was developed during the war.

Prof e s sor Dr . St ei r .maann, who was empl oyed by t he   dmi ni s t rat iv e Of f i ce

wher® he was in charge of electricity, water, gas, and other   uhilities

for Luftwaffe installations as s  rubordinate of the Construction Branch,

had already before the war advocated the idea that air warfare against

the enemy economic potential and war indu, tries  hould be conducted by

attacks on power stations and long-di4tance trancmis4ion lj.ne4. Ag a.n expert
 

in this field, he was af the opinion that a laQting disruption of the lang-

distance transmi gion lineq and the additional deatruction of the main .

pow®r plant4 would paralyze the entire economy and thu  alao the armament

pr odu ct i on  of a count r y .

He had developed a  o-called cable bomb to carry out hi  plan4. T r ihen

  thatthiQ bom'o waq dropped , a steel cable would unfurl  bu.T through HT wires

upon contact 
'
and coll apa some of the poles•   prerequisite for the latter, "

Qtrung aloag
how ever, was that the wires were not simply $       the poles, but that

they were firmly attached, as had hitherto been the caae everywhere.
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P'r of efi 4or Dr . St ei nmann had par t i ci pat ed i n t he pr epar at i on of   t t  y

36
BLAU, but had been  anable to prevail because the ground defense  

Great

.
Britain would put uv,ma

de a deci4ive   victory Geem unlikely . ConditionF

in Ru sia were different. There, the long-distance transmission lineg

.
traverQed extensive unprotected areas. A carefully planned operation

again4t the power plants and major long-diGtance transmisQion lines would

certainly paralyze important segment4 of the 5oviet armament production

potential.

This plan was not prepared during GeneraloberQt (General) Jeschonnek tQ
 

tenure af office as chief of Luftwaffe General  taff. After the victories

in Poland, France, ana in th® other theaters of war, he believed that major

su c ce s 4e s wou l  
.

be ob t a i n ed a l s o i n Sov i et l    s i a by e npl oy i ng t he Luf t wa f f e .

far tacticsl operationQ exclusively.

After Jeschonneg 's suicide, the Luftwaffe General  taff explored new

  po  ibilitieF of committing at leaat Qome Luftwaffe elem+ent 

for atrategic miQsione. In so doing, Profes or Steinmann 'G ideas were being

recongidered. In 1943 he therefore formed a special 4taff which was given

the assignment of researching all Rus ian territory within the range of

German aircraft for operationc thatc ould be conducted against power plants

and lon -distance trans<nis ion lines.

The staff waa compo ed of 37 per4ons; for reaQona of concealment, it

remained within the Administrative Office, but rectivdd its in4tructions

36
The study concerned Great Britain; for more details, see p.

60 ff.
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f r om t he Chi ef of t he Luf t waf f e Gener al St af f   d
.
i r e ct l y .

I}uring the preparatory steps, all  :hotograph  taken in Ru aia up to that

time were  creened for lang-distance
transmi cion line4. Extensive new

the
 urveyG completed the over-all picture so that   com  lete information

on RuGGian power supply waG available at the   conclu ion of this project.

 iodel  were built of the moct important pouer plant4 to pravide more deteiled

information for the at-tack units. Baeed on the e data, the IV Air Corp4 was

to fly special misGions again t the  oviet power plants and Qun  liea after

the conclu ion of the preraratory work. Thi  corpa waa being  pecially
 

  ,

trained for flying  trategic bombing mi  ionQ.

however, thi  plo.n wa  never executed. When the preparatory  teps

ca.me
to a concluGion at the beginning of 1 l.,

  , the  ituation had changed

so drastically becau., e of the Gerrnan tiithdrawal in the Ruesian theater 

that the military lea er  rlo longer ex :ected  .
deci ive  ucceF  from

 
carrying out  uch an operation.

after the  urrender of the Ceraan Armed ForceG, Profeq or  teinr ann

turned over to the T estern Fowerq the dzta, model , etc., he hac  prepared .

For the i  i material located in the  oviet-Occuoied Zone, he indicated

the Gecret hiding place  to the We tern Powerq.
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Chapter Three

  .na l y; i g of t he Wa  t.i r g I nt el l i gencg Col l ect i on Ef f or t

I . Th e Ger man I n t e l l i gen ce Oa er a t i on   in We gt er n Eur on e e   = ?  aY 40  

, .
AF   previou4ly nentioned in Chapter One, the intelligence operations

cavering weatern Èuropean countrie  were inadequate unt .
l the outbreak of war.

Th® data for conductjng  trategic air warfare were in ufficient, which i  not

 urprising aince no nolitical directive for collecting  uch information had

been iQSued. Great Eritain wa  Qomewhat of an excer.tion becauQe it had been

t h®   ubj ect of an i nt enei ve i nt el l i gence ef f or t af t er t he beg  .ni ng of 1939
   

when Goering had ordered the preparation of th® previouQly mentioned  tudy

BLAU.

After F̀rance and Great  ritain had declared war, thi  Rituation changed

radically. The intelligence effort wa  increa4ed to a maximum upon requect

of the three GeryiceQ. With the outbreak of ho tilitie  direct operationP

' in enemy countrie4 were greatly reduced  o that the main empha ig in the 

operation.  again4t theqe two countrie  wa4 placed on the K.G.
(Kri  ,Qorg,

a-

nisation -- Wartjme Organization), who e agentq uere active in the neutral

countrie  of We tern Europe with Fselgium and Holland being given preference.

It i  oUviou  that the r,roper ftznctianing of 4uch a new organization created

cer t a i n
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difficultiec and required a lot of time. A  cizable increas® in the flow

of informetion from tho e two countrie  was therefore not registered during

the short time availablc. .I
t waQ primarily attempted to direct the agent e

ta ard obtaining certain definite typea of information needed

to fill exi ting gap  in the over-all int elligence picture.
(6mong auch

intelligence targetF wer® high-level military headc}uerters and ataff ,

troop trancferr  etc.
)

.

De nite the ab ence of combat action4, the main intell3gence collection

effort at the outbreak of hoGtilitieq waQ shifted to sir reconnai  ance. The
 

sir reconnaia ar ce operation  by the reconnaiaQance group of the Luftwaffe

High Command and by the strateg3c reconnai  ance units of the air forces

produced good reGulta. Among the infornation obtained were almoct all the

mi cing data on targets on the British I les and in east France; in addition,

ehifta of enemy air unite were obaerved as well aQ the etatua of enemy ground

r a f t
organization and ai

 
production.

 

The hritish naval port , above all Scapa Flow (Home Fleet), were kept

under constant surveillance for the German Nr vy. This observation was as use- .

ful for air warfare preparation  a  for naval pl .nn
ing and operations. With-

  
ou  the photographic data of  capa t low the attack by Kaptltn.

( omnaander) Prien and hi4 cubmarine could not have taken place.
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For the Army, the  trategic air reconr_aiQsance produced photomaps -

of the border area fortifications and of the enemy aaGembly areas. After

the German operationG planq had been determined ior the campaign in We tern

Europe, the crucial areac of operation4 were covered by photomaps  nqofar

as nos ible. PhotomapQ on various scales were thus,
 ; for inctance, e4tablished

f or advance i n t h! di r e ct i on of Se c?an anc? t o t he we s t of t hat ar ea a c f ar a s

the Channel.

ì'he intelligence coll ection activitie4 of all types were under the  ame

pre sure for tim e a4 the evaluating agency -- the Intelligence Divi4ion of
 

t he Luf t wa!'f e Hi gh Cor,imand . A par t i cul ar obs t acl e was t he f s ct t hat nobody

wa9 exactly informed on the time at which the operation again4t France was

to 4tart co that the proper ?lanning of Lntelligence preparationG was

extremely difficult.  

Generalleutnant a.D .
(Maj.Gen, Ret.

) Joaef  cr.m
id wrote a  the then

  Chi ef of t he Tnt el l i gence Div i 4i on of t he Luf t waf f e Hi gh Co  r,an,d wi t h r ®gard

to the course and statua of intelligence collection and af target intelligence

37
up t o 10 A  i.y

191,0 , a s f ol l owQs

"In the cix months of the winter 1939-40 the Intelligence Divicion pro-

duced a tremendouQ amount of work and was always pressed for time. Act  .
ll y,

it was not known when the operations against  rance were to begin. The grmy

General Staff waQ oppo ed to a start in the late autumn 1939, mainly becauae

  ,c,  e,t.t, S  --G
  r 

it did not y®t have Qufficient armor. The  winter, ba d weat er

initially not
conditionG, and thê   scheduled campaign against IJorway brought about the
del ay unt i l l 0 2+ s y . "
37 Schmid, op. cit.

 
,
no page number indicated).
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"The information on sir ba es, naval porte, fortificationQ -- such

aQ Eben-Emael -- and paracnute drop zones had been prepared by the end

of March 1940. The data we e almoQt exclu4ively baqed on attache and aerial

photo reconnai  ance. At the Qame time the target intelligence concerning

France and Britain had reached a more conclusive atage. The data pertaining

to air baGes, naval and comraercial port4, and the armament indu$try of both

countriea had been compiled in comprehensive survey , conaiQting of

de4criptionQ, aerial r.
hotographq  geogravhic charta, etc. The sir objective

m aterials were made acceGsible to the field forces v ia the re card offices

 

nof al l t he ai r f i el d s i n weGt er n Ger mar  .

"The asRembly of the Allied air forces were kept under conPtant

. ob4ervation. Gtrong fighter defense forces harnpered German aecese to the

Britigh air ba.ge
in northern France. There were therefore still gaps in

the information concerning the Briti@h air force asGem'oly by 10 May 1940."

pr odu ett i on
  "The progress in British $8arnnament w a4 observed very cloaely. The

improved Spitfire models were coaunittec  in  mall numbera   only at the

tim® the campaign in the West began. r Zodern bombers were atill not available

to the Royal Air Force. The combined British and French Air Forcea were

c on s i d e r ed a s ni.maer i ca l l y and qua l i t a t i v e l y i nf e r i or t o t he ? u f t waf f e i n

Western Europe. The German air forces
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were reorgar.
ized, reequipped, and given s:ditional traini.ng during the

ear l y mont h G of 191  0 . Th ey camouf l ag ed t he i r conc ent r at i on of f or c e s by

frequent mobilization exerci,es and unit  hiftg. The lack of enemy air

activity waq noticeable."

Goering was not satiGfied.w
ith the intelligence collection and

evaluation methodR uced by the Luftwaffe General Staff. In order to

exploit every avenue of military triumph, he e m lored extraordinary

anproacne4 in  his fie1  . General Joaef  chmid writes in the qame study

on thi  Gub ect:
 

"In the winter 1939- 0, the Chief of the Intelligence Divi4ion waa

a signed a qpecial mission. In Kassel lived a doctor of inedicine who was

more than 70 years old and whoqe name waq  :errmann. ThiG doctor  , ag a

fortune tellsr who ueed a pendulum for thiq purpoGe. He a sumed various
,

tasks which he believed to be able to accompli h without fail. The4e taska

  such
cov e r ed 7t 

/
d i v er e i f i ed f i e l da a s f i nd i ng gol d depoQi t s , br i ngi ng down s i r -

craft by electric ray4, killing people wit}i electric rayc, a.n
d many othere.

Goering tru4ted this miraale man implicitely. With the expenditure of large

included
Qums of money a major operating  taff was formed   which a ,

number of deferred

personnel. Above all, this group was to pro3uce predictionQ of matters

important to the intelligence fiel.
d. After  everal month4 of activity,

Dr.  :errmann and hi  a 4ociates were proved incapable of producing any

intelligence.
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I wa  able to efiect the di Golution o ' the   r2Cle  tc.
ff, thuG saving the

Gernan Goy er nnent a l ot of noney . Appar ent l y , t he   r eat   avant r eent er ed

t he   c ene Cui •i n€ t r.e l at er wa   y ear   , when t he eti°ent s t ook an unf av or abl e

turn .n

_

•
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