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a nd appr ov e d by H e a dq ua r te r s USA F in th e in it ia l pr oj e c t p r o po s a l o f l a t e
19 52 . (A l i s t o f th e h i s t o r i e s a nd s t ud i e s app e a r s at th e e nd o f th i s v o l um e . )

•
B y e a r l y 19 5 3 th e a c t ua l w o rk o f p r e pa r in g th e s tud i e a w a s b e g un ,C o l o ne l W e nde ll A . Ha m m e r , USA F , w a s a s s i g ne d a s P r oj e c t Of f i c e r ,

w i th duty s t at io n at th e USA R E UR H i s t or i c a l D iv i s io n i n K a r l s r uhe .G e ne r al de r F l i e g e r a . D . P a ul D e i ch m a nn w a s appo int e d a nd s e rv e d c o n-
t inuo u s l y a s Co nt r o l Off i c e r f o r th e r e s e a r ch a nd w r it ing ph a s e s of th e
p r oj e c t ; h e a l s o h a d dut y s t at io n at th e USA R E UR H i s t o r i c a l D iv i e i o n .G e ne r a l l e ut na nt a . D . H e r m a nn P l o c h e r s e rv e d a s A s s i s ta nt Co nt ro l Off i -
c e r unt il h i s r e c a l l t o dut y w i th th e n e w G e r m a n A ir F o r c e i n th e s p r in g
o f 19 57 . T h e s e tw o w i de l y e xp e r i e nc e d an d h i gh - r a nk ing off i c e r s o f th e
f o r m e r L uftw a ff e s e c ur e d a s p r in c ipa l a uth o r s , o r "t op i c l ea de r s , " f o r -
m e r off i c e r s of th e L uft wa ffe , e a ch o f wh om , by v ir t ue of h i s e x p e r i e nc e
i n Wo r l d W a r II , w a s e s p e c i al l y q ual i f i e d t o w r it e o n o ne of th e top i c s
a pp r o v e d fo r s tudy . T h e s e "t op ic l e a de r s " w e r e , in t u r n, a s s i s te d by
"h o m e w o rk e r s "- - fo r th e m o s t pa r t fo rm e r g e ne r a l a nd f i e l d - g r a de o ff i -
c e r s w i th e i th e r s pe c ia l i z e d o p e r at io nal o r t e ch n i c a l e x p e r i e nc e . T h e
c o nt r ib ut io n s o f th e s e "h om e w o r k e r s , " th e n , f o r m th e ba s i c m a t e r ia l o f
m o s t o f th e s tudi e s , In w r i t i ng h i s n a r r a t iv e , th e "t op ic l e a de r " h a s put
th e s e c o nt r ib uti o n s int o th e i r p r op e r p e r s p e ct iv e .

In th e i r a uth o r s ' pe r s o na l k no w l e dg e a nd e x p e r i e nc e th e s e s tudi e s
f i nd th e i r p r i nc ip a l auth o r it y . T hu s , th e y a r e ne ith e r unb i a s e d no r a r e
th e y "h i s t o r i e s " in th e o r d ina r y s e ns e o f th a t w o r d. Ia s t e a d, th e y c o n s t i  • t ut e a v i t a l pa rt of th e s t o r y w ith out wh i ch th e f inal h i s t o r y o f Ge rm a ny 'e
r ol e i n Wo r l d Wa r II c a nnot b e w r it t e n .

In p r ep a r i n g th e s e s tudi e s , h o w ev e r , th e a utho r s h av e not depe nde d
o n th e i r m e m o r i e s al o n e . F o r th e i r p e r s o nal k now l e d ge h a s b e e n a ug -
m e nt e d by a c o l l e c t i o n o f L uftw a ff e do c um e nt s wh ich h a s c om e to b e kno w n
a s th e K a r l s r uhe D o c um e nt C ol l e c t i o n an d wh i ch i s no w h o us e d in th e A r -
ch iv e s B r a nch of th e USA F H i s t o r i c a l D iv i s i o n . Th i s c o l l e c t i o n c o n s i s t s
o f d ir e c t iv e s , s it ua t i o n r e po r t s , w a r dia r i e s , p e r s o na l dia r i e s , s t r e n gth
r e po r t s , m inut e s o f in e et i ng s , a e r i a l ph ot o g r aph s , a nd v a r io u s oth e r m a -
t e r i a l s de r iv e d , ch i e fl y , f r o m th re e s o ur c e s : th e Captu r e d G e r m a n D o c u -
m e nt s S e c t i o n o f Th e A dj ut a nt G e n e r al in A l e x a ndr ia , V i r g in ia ; th e A i r
M i ni s t r y i n L o ndo n; a n d p r iv a t e G e r m a n co l l e c t io n s do na t e d t o th e p r o j e c t
b y it s pa r t i c ip a t in g a uth o r s a nd c o nt r ib uto r s , In a dd i t i o n , th e c o ll e c t i on
in c l ude s th e c o nt r ibut i on s of th e "h o m e w o rke r s . " T h u s , th e i nt e r e s t e d
r e s e a r ch e r c a n t e s t th e c o nc l us io n s o f th e "to p ic l ea de r s " a g a in s t th e
b a s i c do c um e nt s o r e e c ur e a dd it io na l i nf o r m a t io n on m o s t o f th e s ub je c t s
m e nt io n e d in the s t ud ie s .

Th e a uth o r s h av e a l s o m a de us e o f s uch m at e r ia l s a s th e r e c o r d s

V 11
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th e i r f ul l ba c k ing . Oth e r pe r s o nne l at H e a dqua rt e r s A ir Univ e r s it y wh o
h av e g iv e n f r e e ly of th e i r t im e a nd e x p e r i e nc e i nc l ud e : th e s ev e r al D i r e c -

• to r s o f th e R e s e a r ch St udi e s In s t it ut e s i nc e 19 52 ; D r . J am e s C . Sh e l bur n e ,E duc at i o na l A dv i s o r to th e C om m a nde r ; M r . J . S . V a nn , Ch i e f o f Sp e c i al
P r oj e c t s B r a n ch , D CS / 4 p e r a t io n s ; a n d M r . A r th ur F . Ir w i n , Ch i e f ,B udg e t D iv i s io a , D CS / Co m p t r o l l e r .

T h e p r oj e c t i e g r a t e ful t o L t . Co l . L e o na r d C . H off m a na , fo rm e r
A s s i s t a nt A i r A tt a ch e t o G e r m a ny , wh o g av e in di s pe n s a b l e a id dur in g th e
p r oj e c t ' s l a s t y e a r in G e r m a ny . A l s o in G e rm an y , M r . J o s e ph P . T u s t i a ,fo r m e r Ch i e f H i s t o r ia n o f H e a dq ua rt e r s , U n it e d Sta t e s A i r F o r c e s i n
E ur op e , a b l y a s s i s t e d th e p r oj e c t by s o lv ing a v a r i e t y of l o g i s t i c al a nd
a dm in i s t r a t iv e p r ob l em s .

M i s s S a r a E . V e nab l e de s e rv e s s p e c ia l th a nk s fo r h e r e x p e rt
t yp ing o f th e m a nu s c r i p t .

T h e p r oj e c t i s inde bt e d t o a l l o f th e m e m be r s o f th e USAR E UR
H i s t o r i c a l D iv i s i o n , th e Off i c e of th e Ch ie f of M i l i ta r y H i s t o r y , a n d th e
USA F H i s t o r i c a l D iv i s io n wh o , th r o u gh di r e c t a s s i s ta nc e a nd a dv ic e ,h e lp e d th e p r oj e c t t o a c h i e v e it s g o al s .

D r . L i t t l e t o n B . A tk i ns o n, wh o s uc c e e de d M r . K e nn e dy a s P r oj e c t
E d i to r in 19 6 1, e di t e d th e m an us c r ip t fo r p ubl i c at i o n .

•
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t r a n s po rt e s t a bl i s h e d by th e Sov i e t A i r F o r c e .

• Th e G e rm an e , o f c o ur s e , b e c a m e i nc r e a s ingl y a w a r e o f th e v i ta l
r o l e o f a i rp ow e r in p a r t i s a n op e r a t io n s . U nfo r t unat e l y , th e G e r m an A i r
F o r c e c o ul d n ot s p a r e th e n e c e s s a r y a ir c r af t , no r di d it p o s s e s a o n th e
E a s t e r n F r o nt s uff i c i e n t w a r n ing a n d c o m m uni c a t io ns e q u ipm e nt t o m a ke
it s e f fo r t s e ff e c t iv e .

A l l o f th e s e f a c t o r s , h o w ev e r , w e r e int im at e ly bo und up w i th th ef o r tune s o f w a r a t th e f r o nt . A s l o ng a s th e G e rm a n A r m y w a s s t il l
dr iv i ng fo rw a r d , c a r r y i ng w ith it it s t r a d i t io n of inv i nc ib i l i ty , th at i s
dur in g 194 1, th e R us s ia n p a r t i s a n c a dr e s w or k e d p r ett y m uch in v a in in  
a tt e m pt i ng to r e c r u i t a l a r g e s c al e p a r t i s a n m ov e m e nt . B ut in pr op o r t io n
a s th e G e r m a n A r m y s uf fe r e d s t al e m a te o r r ev e r s e s , th e m o r e r e a d il y
th e r e s i de nt pop ul at i o n r e s p o nde d to p a r t i s a n th r e at s a nd c aj o l e r y , Co n -
c o m i t ant l y , th e m o r e d if f i c ul t th e p o s i t i o n o f th e Weh r m a cht , th e f e w e r
th e a i r c r aft a nd t r o op s wh ich c o ul d b e s pa r e d f o r a nt ip a r t i s a n op e r a t io n s .

Th i s c i r c l e o f c a us e a nd e ff e c t l e d i n 19 4 Z a nd 19 4 3, a nd pa r t i c u -
y

l a r l y in th e l a tte r y e a r , t o a v e r y h e av y i nc r e a s e bo th in p a rt i s an num e r i -
c a l s t r e n gth a nd i n th e s c op e and i nt e n s i t y of p a r t i s an op e r a t i o n s . B y a ny
s t a nda r d o f in e a s ur e m e nt , th e R us s ia n p a r t i s a ns m a de a s i gn i f i c a nt c on -t r ibut i o n t o th e de f e a t of th e Ge r m a n A r rn y i n th e E a s t .

•
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Chapte r I

P A R T LSA N UN IT S - A SUR V E Y•

F o r m at i o n a nd Com po s it i o n

P a r t i s a n w a r fa r e - - an ol d R u a s ia n m e th o d of c om ba t - - ha s a l w a y s
p l a y e d a m a jo r pa r t in th e do m e s t i c a nd fo r e i gn c o nf l i c t s of th e R us s ia n
p e op l e . T h e C om m uni s t s t at e l o ng r e c o gn i z e d th e im po rt a nc e o f e m pl o y -
in g p ar t i s a n s in th e w i de - op e n , s p a r s e l y - po pul at e d R us s i a n s p a c e s '&

.
S ov i e t l e a de r s h ip , th e r e fo r e , m a de p a rt i s a n w a r fa r e a n im po r t a nt c o m bat

a r m , c e nt r a l l y c o nt r o l l e d f r o m M o s c ow . B a s in g th e i r pl a nni ng o n th e ex -
t e ns iv e e x pe r i e nc e o bt a ine d in th e c iv i l w a r ( 19 18 - 2 1), th e R us s i a n s , p r i o r
to th e S e co nd Wo r l d Wa r , m a de c e r ta in p r epa r at i o ns wh i ch l i nk e d p a r t i -
s a n o r g a ni z at i on to th e f r am e w o rk o f th e s e c r et p o l i c e . D ur i ng th i s s a m e
p e r i o d th e y c a r r i e d th e s e p r e p a r at io n s a s t e p fu rth e r by p ubl i s h i ng s e rv i c e
r e g ul at io ns o n pa rt i s a n w a r f a r e .

Th e ex te n s iv e p r e - m i l i ta ry t r a in ing of R us s ia n y o uth s of b oth

s ex e s , a nd th e c o nt r ol e x e r c i s e d ov e r f a ct o r y l a bo r fo r c e s , fa c i l it at e d
th e fo r m at io n of pa rt i s a n un i t s . Th e num b e r o f rn e n a nd w orn e n th us
t r a i ne d w a s s o g r e a t th at at th e be g inni ng o f Wo r l d Wa r II- - ev e n aft e r
m ob i l i z a t i o n a nd ev a c ua t i o n v f e nt i r e l abo r f o r c e s - - the r e w e r e s t i l l s uff i -
c i e nt num b e r s o f t r a ine d c iv i l i an s l e f t i n th e th e at e r o f op e r at i o n s t o fo r m

  th e nu c l e i of p art i s an un it s . Sol di e r s wh o h a d l o s t the i r unit s du r i ng th e
i n it i a l e n ga g e m e nts , a s w el l a s e nt i r e c o m b at un it e th at h a d e s c ap e d c ap -
t ur e du r i ng th e m aj o r b at t l e s o f e n c i r c l e m e nt in 19 4 1, j o i ne d p a r t i s an
un it s o r fo r m e d a e w one s . E v e n c o m pl e t e l y unt r a ine d p e r s o n s w e r e e a -
r o l l e d i n th e p a rt i s an un it s , e i th e r v o l unt ar i l y o r by fo r c e . Th e w int e r o f
19 4 1- 42 m a rk e d th e be gi nni ng o f a l a r ge - s c a l e o r ga n i z at io n , al th o ugh

  E di to r ' s N ot e : T h at K a r l M a rx h im s e l f w a s c o gn i z a nt o f th e
v a l ue o f gue r r il l a wa r f a r e th e f o l l o w in g q uot at i o n m ak e s c l e a r : "A na t i on ,
f i gh t ing f o r it s l ib e r t y , o u ght not t o a dh e r e r i g idl y t o th e a c c e pt e d r ul e s o f

w a r fa r e . M a s s up r i s i ng s , r ev ol ut i o na r y m e th o d s , g ue r i l l a b an ds e v e r y -
w h e r e ; s uch a r e th e o nl y m e a ns by wh i ch a s m a l l na t i o n c a n h ope t o m a in -
t a i n i t s e l f a g a i ns t a n a dv e r s a r y aup e r i o r in num be r s and e quipm e nt . B y
th e i r us e a w e ak e r fo r c e c a n ov e r c o m e i t s s t r o ng e r a nd be tt e r o r g an iz e d

opp o ne nt " (K a r l M a rx , i n N e ue Rh e i ni s ch e Z e i t un , N o . 16 1, 1 A p r i l 19 4 9 ,
a s q uot e d in C . A ub r e y D ix o n a nd O . H e ilb r unn , Co m m un i s t Gu e r il l a
Wa r fa r e (N e w Y o rk , 19 57 ) , p . 19 ) .
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e xt e nt th at th e y c o ul d b e co ns i de r e d e l em e nt s of th e R e d A rm y . St a ff

o ff i c e r s , s p e c ia l i s t s , a ge nt s , r a di om e n , a nd oth e r im p o r t ant ke y p e r s o n-
n e l w e r e b r o ugh t t o th e p a r t i s an un it s e i th e r th r o ugh g ap s in th e f r o nt l i ne•
o r by a i r . T h e m i a s i o n of th e s e un it s w a s to d i s r upt th e G e r m a n e uppl y
s y s t em an d t o ha r a s s th e G e r m a n c om bat fo r c e s by att a c k s f r om th e r ea r
i n o r de r t o fa c il i t at e th e c o m b at op e r a ti o n s o f th e re gul a r R us s i a n fo r c e s .

P e r s o nal i ni t i at iv e p l a y e d a n im p o rt a nt pa rt in p a r t i s a n w a r fa r e ,
a nd th e indiv i dua l pa rt i s a n l e a de r s w e r e g iv e n unu s ual l y e x t e n s iv e a utho r i -
t y . H i gh l y c e nt r a l i z e d c o nt r o l o f th e p a rt i s an un it s w a s c o ns i de r e d un -
de s i r ab l e . Wh e r ev e r a p e r s o n s u i t ab l e fo r l e a di ng a p a rt i s a n unit e t a y e d
b eh ind a ft e r th e w ith dr a w a l o f th e R e d A rm y , a b a nd wo u ld f o r m . It w a s
m a inl y th e c ap ab il it i e s o f th e s e l e a de r s wh i ch de t e r m in e d th e s t r e n gth

a nd c o m bat e ff e c t iv e ne s s o f th e pa r t i s a n un it s a n d th e ir o r g a ni z at io n,
r ath e r tha n th e av a i l abl e m a np ow e r , l o c al c o nd it io n s , o r the eq u ipm e nt
th at c oul d b e f ound .

T h e o r ga ni z at i o n an d s t r e n gth o f th e m a ny pa rt i s a n un i t s v a r i e d

g r e a tl y . T h e r e w e r e b an ds of a fe w m e n a dja c e nt t o un i t s num b e r i ng
s ev e r a l th o us a nd s . T h e de s i gnat i o ns g iv e n t o s o m e o f th e un i t s w e r e no
in d ic at i o n o f th e i r s t r e n gth . T h e p r e fe r r e d de s i g na t i o n o f "b r ig a de " w a s
us e d ev e n f o r s m a l l b a nds o f p l at o o n s t r e ngth . Sm a l l un i t s w i th l e s s th an
50 m e n ne e de d no s p e c i al o r g a n i z at io n . N o rm al l y , th e y a s s e m bl e d f o r a
s pe c i f i c ope r a t io n , aft e r wh i ch th e y d i s p e r s e d an d c o nt inue d w i th th e ir
e v e r y da y ch o r e s o r di s app e a r e d f r o m s i gh t . M obi l e , l a r g e , c om bat -

• e f f e c t iv e pa rt i s an un it s o f fr om 50 t o 1, 0 0 0 m e n w e r e o r g a ni z e d a c c o r din g
t o m i l it a r y pr inc ip l e s . Onl y th e s e la r g e un it s o r w e l l - c am o uf l a ge d s m a l l
ba nds c o ul d a ffo r d t o op e r at e o n a c o nt inuo u s b a s i s .

M is s io n s , Co m b at M e tho ds , Co m m a nd F unct io ns

Th e ov e r a l l m i s s i on o f th e p a r t i s an s w a s t o c om bat th e G e r m a n s
w i th ev e r y m e an s a nd wh e r e v e r p o s s ib l e wi th out ge tt ing i nv o lv e d in any

. a c t io n th at wo u l d r e duc e th e i r o wn s t r e n gth .

T h e i r s ph e r e of a c t iv it y w a s b eh i nd th e G e r m a n f r o nt . Th e y c o n-
c e nt r at e d o n de s t r uc t i on by de m ol it i o n an d m ini ng (m a inl y r a i l r o a ds ,
r o a ds , b r i dge s , a nd oth e r c o ns t r u c t io n w o r k s , p l a nt s o f a ny k ia d, a i r -
f i e l ds , c om m uni c at i o n s in s ta ll at io n s , am m uni t i o n , P OL , a nd s uppl y
dum p s o f al l t yp e s , a nd b il l e t s ) , p o i s on in g w e l l s , at ta ck s on in div i dual
s o l d i e r s a nd s m a l l uni t s , t r a ns p o r t c ol um n s , m ot o r v eh ic l e c o nv o y s , e t c . ,
a s w e ll a s a l l typ e s o f s ab ot a ge a nd e s p i o na g e . In addit io n t o de s t r uc t iv e
a ct iv i t i e s , th e pa rt i s a ns w e r e ch a r g e d w i th th e p r e p a r at io n o f l a nd in g
f i e l ds f o r s upp l y ai r c r aft a nd a ir b o r ne t r oop s .
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wh o h a d be e n s p e c ia l l y t ra in e d, a nd e qu ipp e d w i th s p e c i al s e t s , w e r e
fl ow n int o th e p a r t i s an in fe s t e d a r e a s . F e m al e p a r t i s a n s w e r e p r e f e r r e d

  a s p e r s o na l m e s s e n ge r s : dr e s s e d a s inno c e nt p e a s a nt w om e n th e y o ft e n
c ov e r e d l o ng di s t a nc e s c r o s s - c o unt r y and , i f ne c e s s a r y , ev e n c r o s s e d
th e tw o f r o nt l ine s .

T h e c o nduc t of p a rt i s a n fo r c e s in c o m b a t c o r r e s po nde d c l o a e l y t o
i nf a nt r y t a ct i c s . T y p i c a l ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s w e r e th e us e of r us e a nd de c ep -
t io n , s k i l l i a c a m o ufl a g e , e x t r e m e m o b il i t y in ev e r y s it uat i o n , and th e
e x p l o it at io n o f a l l t e r r a in f e at ur e s . T h e fr ug al it y a nd k in s h ip w i th nat ur e
o f th e av e r a g e pa rt i s a n w e r e g r e a t a dv a nt a g e s . T h e c o m bat e ffe c t iv e n e s s
o f a s m a l l p ar t i s a n g r o up u s ual l y e quall e d th at of a at r o ng r e c onna i s s a nc e
s q ua d . M aj o r un it s w e r e e q ual t o a n infa nt r y bat ta l io n o r ev e n a r e g im e nt

e q uipp e d w ith h e av y w e ap o ns .

Th e e x e r c i s e o f c o m m a nd func t i o n s w i th i n pa rt i s a n un i t s w a s v e r y
s t r i c t . T h e l e a de r s , wh o op e r a t e d inde pe nde ntl y , e x e r c i s e d th e i r func -
t i o ns w ith o ut r e s t r i c t io n s a n d w ith br uta l fo rc e . E v e n th e s m a l l e s t i n -
f r a c t i o n w a s a l m o s t inv a r i ab l y puni s h e d by de a th , i f s uc h a n infr a c t io n
w a s c o nt r a r y t o th e int e r e s t s o f th e g r o up o r if it r e s ul t e d f r o m inte r na l
i nt r i gue s o r i n aubo r di nat io n . Wh o ev e r w a s unde r th e s l igh t e s t s us p i c i on
o f t r e a s o n w a s s im pl y e l i m inat e d, an d j o i nt fa m i l y l i ab i l i t y w a s an
a c c ept e d f a c t . In th i s m a nne r th e l e a de r m a i nt a ine d c l o s e c o nt r ol ov e r
th e m e m be r s o f h i s gr o up an d a s s ur e d s e c r e c y . T h e g r o up s w e r e not
c o r r e l at e d and r e gio na l ch a i n s o f c om m a nd w e r e not int r o duc e d , p r obab l yS
b e c a us e any s uch a c t io n w o ul d h av e h a rm e d th e p r e s t ig e o f th e ind iv i dua l

p a r t i s a n l e a de r s .
' 

  E di t o r   s N ot e : A c t ual l y , th e r e s e e m t o h av e be e n s e v e r a l av e -
n ue s o f c o nt r o l wh i ch aff e c te d th e o p e ra t io n s o f th e p a r t i s a n un it s : "th e
p r i nc ip al c o nt r o l a g e nc i e s o f th e p a r t i s a n m ov e m e nt fo r ov e r - a l l pl ann in g
o f op e r at io n s , f o r l i a i s o n w i th th e P a r t y , R e d A r m y , a nd o th e r o r g a n s of
th e Sov i e t r e g im e , a nd fo r ge ne r a l s up e rv i s io n o f pa r t i s a n a c t iv i t i e s ,
w e r e th e C e nt r a l S ta ff o f th e P a r t i s an M ov e m e nt a nd th e F r o nt S ta ff s a nd
t e r r it o r ia l at a ff s di r e c t l y s ubo r d inat e to it - - i n a l l a bo ut t e n s t a ff s . T h e
im m e di at e , da y - t o - da y c o ndu c t of pa r t i s a n a c t iv i t i e s a nd th e c o nt r o l o f
th e l ow e r l ev e l a o f p a r t i s a n p e r s o nn e l w e r e c o nc e nt r a t e d in th e h an ds o f

th e b r ig a de s o r s im i l a r un it s . It i s ev ide nt , h ow ev e r , th at th e s m a l l

num be r o f h i gh - l ev e l p a r t i s a n at a ff s c o u l d n ot e f fe c t iv e l y di r e c t th e op e r a -
t io a of p e rh a p s Z0 0 t o 30 0 b r i g a de s w itho ut us in g s o m e int e rm e di at e c om -
m a nd l ev e l . Ia p a rt th i s in te r m e d iat e c om m a nd w a s pr ov ide d by th e
op e r at iv e g r o up s at th e a rm y o r div i s io n l ev e l . S uch c o nt r o l a g e nc i e s
w e r e e s t ab l i s h e d at o nl y a l im i t e d num be r o f R e d A r m y c o m m a nds , h ow -
ev e r , a nd th e s up e rv i s io n th e y e x e r c i s e d ov e r ba nds in p r ox im i ty to th e
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T y pi c al o f pa rt i s a n a c t iv i t i e s a t th e be gi nn i ng o f th e c a m pa i gn w a s a n
a c t io n wh ich o c c ur r e d a l o n g th e no rth e r n fl ank o f A rm y G r o up Ce nt e r . On

• th e f i r at da y o f th e o ff e ns iv e a g a in s t R us s i a , 2 Z J un e 194 1, a p a r t i s a n
g r o up app e a r e d in th e r e a r of a dv a nc ing G e r m a n f o r c e s in L i th ua n ia , T h e
s p e a rh e a d div i s io n of th e Ge r m a n V C or p s inv a de d R us s ia f r o m th e a r e a
e a s t a n d no r th e a s t of th e p r e w a r P o l i s h c it y o f Suw a lk i , ( 1)* wh i ch h a d
be e n o c c up ie d by th e G e r m a n s a fte r th e P o l i s h c a m p a i gn . Th e d iv i s i o n
br oke th ro ugh th e R us s i a n bo rd e r po s i t i o ns , a nd by e v e n in g G e r m a n e l e -
m e nt s

_
fo rm e d a b r id ge h e a d a c r o s s th e N i em en R iv e r /

_
I 5 m i l e s s outh o f

A l y tu s
_

/
,

  ne a r K r i s t o n ia i . S udd en l y , a r m e d c iv i l i an s app e a r e d to th e
r e a r , at th e v il l a g e of S e i r ij a i - - s ix m i l e s w e s t o f th e b r i dg eh e a d- - am -
bu s h e d a G e r m an b r idg e c o l um n , and f i r e d f r om h o us e s in th e v i l l a ge o n
p a s s in g G e r m an t r o op s . A r e inf o r c e d r e g im e nt h a d t o be c o m m itt e d
a g a in s t th i e p a rt i s a n g r o up th a t w a s appa r e nt l y h id in g i n a fo r e s t ne a r .S e i r ij a i . It t o ok an e nt i r e da y t o fl ueh th e f o r e s t , a nd ev e n s o th e 4 0 0 to
50 0 m e n b e l o ng in g t o th e un i t w e r e no t c o m pl e t e l y a nn ih i l at e d s inc e s o m e
2 5 pe r c e nt e s c ap e d . A ft e r th e f i gh t i ng w a s ov e r , th e G e rm a n s f o und th at
wh il e th e m aj o r i t y o f th e fo r c e c o n s i s t e d o f R u s s ia n c iv il i a ns o f th e upp e r
c l a s s wh o h a d s e tt l e d in th e a r e a a fte r th e U . S . S . R , h a d o c c up i e d
L i th ua ni a , th e nuc l e us of th e fo r c e w a s f o r m e d by R us s ia n s ol di e r s wh o
h a d be e n c ut o ff by th e G e r m a n br e ak th r o ugh a nd h a d put o n c iv i l i a n
c l oth e s .

1

A ft e r th e G e r m a n s h a d c o n s o l i da t e d th e i r s i tuat io n dur i ng th e w in -
t e r of 19 4 1- 4 2 , th e R us s ia n s m a s e e d s t r o ng pa r t i s a n uni t s in G e r m a n r e a r•
a r e a s in o r de r t o c a u s e a de c i s iv e di e r upt io n o f th e G e r m a n b ui l dup and
s upp l y s y s t e m . Th e pr i nc ip a l pa r t i s a n a r e a s w e r e th e fo r e s t s of U z da (2 ) ,th o s e a r e a s no r th , no rth e a et and e a s t of Sl ut ek ( 3) , th e a r e a e a s t a nd
s o uth e a s t .o f M in s k (4 ) , an d th e fo r e s t s a s t r ide th e M ins k - B ob r uy s k r a il -
r o a d ( 5) . T h e ae p a r t i s a n gr o up s w e r e at th a t t im e in th e f o r m at iv e s t a g e
an d r a r e ly o pe r at e d at s t r en gth s a bov e 10 0 to 30 0 m e n . Th e y d i s r upt e d
r a il r o a ds , w i th o ut h o w ev e r b l ow in g up b r id g e e o r r a i di n g G e rm a n s t r o ng
po int s a l on g th e t r a c k a . T h e y di d not b l o w up r oa d b r i dge s , but th e y di d
m in e r o a dbe ds by n i gh t an d a m bu s h i s o l a t e d m ot o r v eh i c l e e .

2

M aj o r p a r t i s a n c e nt e r s , wh e r e s e v e r a l th o us a nds of in e n w e r e
op e r a t i ng , e x i s te d in th e fo r e s t a r e a s s o uth of th e B r y an s k - V i go ni s h i

s ta t e s , wh il e a noth e r s ub s id ia r y b r an ch e x t e nde d s o uthw a r d into th e
no r th e r n Uk r a ine . T h i s po rt io n of th e G e r m a n f r o nt c o nt a i ne d s om e f o ur -f i fth s of al l a c t iv e pa r t i s a n s . Z i e m k e , S ov i e t P a r t i s a n M o v e m e nt , p . ? 6 ,
no t e .

* E di t o r ' s N ot e : N um be r s i n p a r e nthe s e s r e f e r to p o s it i o n s and
a r e a s o n M ap N o . 1.  A l l r e fe r e n c e to m il e a g e i n th i s m o no g r aph i s t o s t a t ut e m il e s .7
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l i ne (6 ), a nd in th e f o r e s t s a r o und Kl e tnya ( 7 ) , wh e r e g r o up s of o ne
th o us a nd m e n o r m o r e w e r e h id in g . Th e s e at r o ng g r oup s w e r e v e r y a c -• t iv e , bl ow i ng up r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , f i r in g at t r a i ns , a nd att a c k i ng G e rm a n
s t r o ng p o int s a l o n g th e t r a ck s . Th e pa r t i s a n s bui lt a i r f i e l ds w e s t of
Kl e t ny a an d a l on g th e no r th e r n f r in g e o f th e fo r e s t a r e a e a et o f Zhuk ov k a (8 ) ,

3

Oth e r p a r t i s a n a i r f i e l ds w e r e s it ua t e d at th e po int a bo ut h a l f - wa y b e tw e e n
B r y an s k a nd R o s l av l wh e r e th e r a i l - l i ne c r o s s e s th e D e s na R iv e r (8 ), in
th e a r e a w e s t of K a r a ch e v (6 }, and a bo ut t e n m il e s s o uth o f th e r e ,

4

One o f th e s e v e r y a ct iv e pa rt i s a n g r o up s - - th e s o - c a ll e d F o r c e
R uda , c o m po s e d of s o m e 5 0 0 m e n- - l e d by a p a rt i c ul a r l y a uda c i o us m a n ,
op e r at e d m a in ly w e s t o f B r y a ns k , a tt a ck i ng th e B r y a ns k - G o m e l r a il wa y
a n d h i ghw a y . S ev e r a l G e r m a n a tt e m pt e t o e l im in at e F o r c e R uda fa i l e d .
T h e ba s e c a m p of th e fo r c e w a s l o c at e d de ep i n a fo r e s t s ur r o unde d b y
s w am p a in a n a r e a w e s t o f B r y an s k . F ina l l y , i n De c e m be r 19 4 2 th e ba s e
c a m p w a s c apt ur e d . A l th o ugh R uda w a 8 k i l l e d , s o m e of th e f o r c e e s c ape d
a ft e r h e av y l o s s e s . A n e x te n s iv e c a m p w i th t o n s o f am m unit i o n , quant it i e s
o f am a l l a r m e a n d e q u ipm e nt of al l k ind s , a nd s uff i c i e nt r a t io n s fo r s ev e r al
m onth s w e r e c apt ur e d .

5

F r om J a nua r y to M a r ch 19 4 2 , dur i ng th e w it h dr a w a l f r om th e o ut -
s k i r t s of M o s c o w , th e G e r m a n a rm i e s l o s t c o at a c t w ith o ne aa oth e r at
s e v e r al po int s . R u s s ia n tr o o ps s t r e am e d th r o u gh th e l a r g e gap e i n a a
e ffo r t to o ut fl ank th e G e rm a n s and g e t int o th e i r r e a r a r e a s . T h e s e

• R us s ia n fo r c e s , i n c onj unc t io n w i th th e p a r t i s an g r o up s in G e r m an r e a r
a r e a s , a tt e m pte d t o cut th e f e w r e m a in in g l i ne s o f c o m m unic a t io n . B y
a i r l if t in g r e gu l a r t r o op s a n d s upp l i e s , th e R us s i a ns r e inf or c e d th e s e
p a r t i s a ns , wh o w e r e p a rt i c ul a r l y a c t iv e i n the w e s t a nd s outhw e s t o f
V ya zm a (9 , 10 ) in th e e xt e n s iv e f o r e s t s o f B o g o r o di t s k ( 1 1) , a nd in th e
Y e l ny a ( 12 ) a r e a . T h e y w e r e pr oba b l y p a r t o f th e m aj o r p a rt i s a n fo r c e
op e ra t in g in c o nj un c t i o n w i th th e R u s s ia n I C av al r y Co r p s ( Co r p s B el ov }
th at f o ugh t in th e Y e l ny a - D o r o go buzh - Y a r t s ev o ( 1Z) a r e a in th e r e a r of
th e G e r m a n F ou r th A rm y .

* 6

  E d it o r ' s N o t e : T h i s l a r g e p a r t i s an g r oup w a s v e r y p r o ba b l y tha t
fo r c e i de nt i fi e d a s th e Sh ab o R e g im e nt . Th i s r e g im e nt w a s un de r th e c o n-
t r o l o f M aj o r G e ne r al B e l ov , c o m m a ndin g g e n e ra l o f th e l s t G ua r d Cav a l -
r y Co rp s , wh o w a s i n c om m a nd o f a l l Sov i e t un it s in th e Y e l ny a - D o r o g o -
b uzh a r e a . G e ne ral B e lo v in tur n r e c e iv e d h i s o r de r s f r om th e c om m a n -
de r o f th e We s t F r o nt . G e rh a r d L . W e i ab e r g , Th e P a r t i e a n M ov e m e nt
in th e Y e l ny a - Do r o g obu zh A r e a o

_
f Sm o l e ns k Obl a s t . A i r R e s e a r ch a nd

D e v e l op m e nt Com m a nd . H um a n R e s o u r c e s R e s e a r ch In s t it ut e (P r oj e c t
"A l e x a nde r ") . 19 54 . N o . 2 4 , v o l . 2 , p . 4 6

.
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P a r t o f th e l a r g e c o nc e nt r a t i o n o f p a r t i s a ns in th e a r e a s o uthw e s t
o f R z ev ne a r Ol e n ino ( 1 3) w a s p r obab l y th e G r i s h i n fo r c e wh i ch l at e r

  m ov e d into th e a r e a s o uth w e s t o f Sm o l e n s k ( 14 ) .
'  T h i s g r o up , num be r in g

f r o m 1, 0 0 0 t o 2 , 0 0 0 m e n , w a s p ur s ue d th r ough o ut th e e nt i r e a r m y a r e a
f r o m no rth t o s o uth a nd th e n a g a in t o th e no r th , dur in g wh i ch t im e th e
fo r c e app a r e nt l y s p l i t up . B ut th e G r i sh in f o r c e , aft e r it h a d s uf fe r e d
l o a s e s a nd h a d be en ex h a u s t e d b y e x t e n de d p e r i o ds o f f i gh t i ng , al wa y s h a d
a c c e s s to th e l a r g e , al m o s t i na c c e s s ib l e and w e l l - e q uipp e d p a r t i s a n c am p s
l o c a te d i n th e M a m a y e v ka f o r e s t n o r th o f P o ch e r ( 15 ), in th e fo r e s t s s o uth -
w e s t o f M o g il ev ( 16 ), no r th e a s t of B o br uy s k ( 17 ), and in th e T s c h et s ch e s s k
( 18 ) a r e a no rthw e s t o f G o m e l . In th e s e r e fu ge s th e p a r t i s a n s c o ul d r e s t
a nd r e - e qu ip th e m s e lv e s w ith o ut b e in g d i s t ur b e d . Th e G r i s h in fo r c e
op e r a te d in th e O r s h a ( 19 ) a r e a unt i l th e e nd of I 9 4 2 , c onduc t in g abov e a l l
d e m o l it i o n r a i ds al o n g th e Sm o l e n s k - V it e b s k - P o l o t s k (2 0 ) r a i l r o a d , att a ck -
ing s t r o n g p o int s , an d r a i din g v i l l a g e s , St r o ng G e r m a n c o unte r m e a s ur e s
ev e nt ual l y l e d G r i s h in to m o v e t o th e a r e a s o uth o f Sm ol e n s k (2 1) . T h e
p a rt i s a n gr o up p r oba b l y ap l i t up i n th e p r o c e s s , w ith o ne e l e m e nt r e m a i n -
i ng in th e Sm o l e n s k a r e a wh i l e th e o th e r m ov e d t o th e s o uth e a s t . T h i s
l a tt e r g r o up w a s b e l i ev e d t o h av e r e o r g an i z e d it s fo r c e s in th e M am a y ev k a
f o r e at , wh e r e sh e l t e r a nd s uppl i e s w e r e av a il a b l e a nd wh e r e G e r m a n
t r o op s f o und a c c e s s di f f i c ul t .

7 A t l e a s t tw o p ar t i s a n a ir f i e l ds w e r e i de nt i -
f i e d in th i s ge nera l a r e a , o ne be in g l o c a t e d s o uth w e s t o f R z ev ne a r Ol e a i no
( 1 3) a nd th e o th e r s o uth e a s t of Sm o l e n s k .

- In J a nua r y 19 4 3 a s t r o ng a nd w e l l - e q uipp e d pa r t i s a n g r o up t r av e l -
_
i i n g o a s l e ds - - th i s w a s th e G r i s h in f o r c e a g a in - - c r o s s e d th e Ip ut r iv e r

a n d, a dv a nc i ng f r o m th e no rth e a s t , r a ide d th e G e rm a n s t r o n g p o int s a l o n g
th e Sur a zh - Kl im ov i ch i (2 Z) r a i l r o a d. T h e p a r t i s a ns w e r e r e p e l l e d, but
s uc c e e de d in br e ak i a g th r ough t o th e w e s t . T h e y w e r e t r a c e d t o w e s t of
G o r de y e v k a (Z3) , whe r e th e y ha d s top pe d t o r e c r u it a m o ng th e h ith e r t o
f a i r l y qu ie t p op ul at i o n o f th i s a r e a . A batt a l io n o f G e r m a n s e c ur it y
t r o o p s , th at h a d be e n s p e c ia l l y e qu ipp e d fo r w i nt e r c o m m it m e nt a nd

  E di t o r ' s N ot e : " /
_

T h e G r i s h i n ba n dJ w a s dev e l op e d dur i n g th e
m iddl e o f 19 4 2 fr o m a s i n gl e ot r y a d   a r t i s a n de ta ch m e nt o r c om pa ny /
wh i ch h a d b e e n f o r m e d s ev e r a l rn o nth s e a r l i e r i n th e D o r o g o buzh a r e a o f
Sm ol e n s k Obl a s t b y L i e ut e nant Se r ge i G r i s h in , a m a n wh o at th at t im e
w a s o nl y a c a ndi da t e f o r P a r t y m e m be r s h ip , D ur i ng th e ba l a n c e o f 19 42

" th e s t r e ng th of th e ' r e g im e nt ' r e m a i ne d w e ll unde r 1, 0 0 0 , a,nd i t s m ov e -
m e nt s w e r e r e s t r i c t e d to a f a i r l y l im i te d a r e a of nor th e r n Sm o l e n s k

_
Obl a s t . . . .

/ In S ept e m b e r 19 4 3/ th e ba n d num b e r e d ov e r 2 , 00 0 m e n a nd
h a d a n o r ga ni z at io n c l o s e l y r e s e m bl i n g th a t of th e Uk r a in ia n r ov i ng ba nds "
(A r m s t r o n g a nd D e Wi tt , O r ga n i z at io n and Co nt r ol of th e P a rt i s a n M oy e -
m e nt , p , 59 ) .

9
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e v e n a ft e r th e G e r m a n of f e ns iv e o n K ur s k h ad fa il e d in th e s um m e r o f
19 4 3, wh e n G e rm a n r e i nf o r c e m ent s h a d t o be m ov e d up t o s te m th e

  R us s ia n a s s a ul t s a g a i ns t th e Or e l s a l i e nt . Th e l a r g e p a r t i s a n un it s
o pe r at ing a l o ng th e M in s k - G o m e l a nd Or s h a - M o g il ev tr a ck s al s o r e s um e d
th e i r a ct iv i t i e s .

1 1

Th e re wa s ev i de n c e th at l a r g e p a r t i s a n ba nd s w e r e l o c at e d t w o
h und r e d m i l e s t o th e w e s t dur in g th e w i nt e r of 19 4 3- 19 4 4 . Th e s e g r oup s
h a d ev e n bu il t ai r fi el ds n e a r M o z y r ( 30 ) , s o uth o f B obr uy s k ( 3 1) , an d
no rth o f S l ut s k ( 3) .

D ur ing th e f i r s t s i x m onth s of 19 4 4, pa r t i s a n atta ck s a ga i ns t t r o o p
t r a n s po r t s a nd s upp l i e s m ov ing up t o at op th e R us s i a n off e n s iv e on both
fl a nk s o f A r m y G r o up C e nt e r in c r e a s e d f ro m m o nth t o m o nth a s th e
w e a th e r im p r ov e d . T h e po i nt s o f m a i n p a r t i s a n e ff o r t w e r e th e r a i l l ine s
B r e s t - K ov e l ( 32 ) in J a nua r y , B r e s t - M in s k - Or s ha ( 32 a ) in M a r ch , a nd th e
a r ea a r o un d L ep e l (2 9 ) in M a y . On th e n i gh t of 19 / 2 0 J une a t r e m e ndo u s
num b e r of de m o l i t i o n s w e r e c a r r i e d o ut al o n g the l ine s P in s k - L unin et s
( 3 3) , B o r i s ov - Or s h a ( 32a ) , a nd M o l o de ch no - P ol o t s k ( 34 ) in p r ep a r at i o n
fo r th e m aj o r R us s ia n o ff e n s iv e a g ain s t A r m y G r o up Ce nt e r , T h e s e
at t a ck s r e s ul t e d i n a n al m o s t c o m pl et e s t oppa g e o f r a i l r o a d t r aff i c al on g
th e c r uc i a l l ine s l e a di ng t o th e a r m y gr o up a r e a .

1Z A nd at th e e nd of
J une , s t r o ng p a r t i s a n un i t s int e r fe r e d w i th th e w i th dr aw a l of th e G e rm a n
F o ur th A r m y fr o m th e Dn ep r o n b oth s i de s o f M o g i l ev . T h e s e g r o up s
op e r a te d o ut o f th e e xt e n s iv e fo r e s t s an d s w am p s o f th e P r ip y at , in th e•
t r i a ngl e of M ins k - B o b r uy s k - M o g i l e v ( 3 5) ,

* wh i ch dur in g th r e e y e a r s h ad
b e e n dom i nat e d b y s t r on g p ar t i s an un it s an d h a d nev e r b e e n c l e a r e d , l e t
al on e o c c up i e d , b y G e rm a n t r o op s . Op e r at i ng in c o nj un ct io n w i th r e gul a r
R e d A r m y uni t s , th e pa r t i s an s o bs t r uc t e d th e G e rm a n w i th dr a w al a c r o s s
th e P r ip y a t s w am p s to w a r d .M i ns k .

13

A r m Y G r oup So uth . A s e a r l y a s 19 4 1, sh o rt l y a ft e r th e c ap t ur e of
th e C r im e a n p e n i ns ul a , p a rt i s a n un it s app e a r e d i n th e Y a i l a M o unt a in s ( 36 ),D ur in g 19 4 3- 4 4 th e R u s s i an s o r g a n i z e d v e r y s t r o ng pa r t i s a n unit s i n th e
C r im e a an d s upp l i e d th e m by a ir l i f t . E v e n th o ugh th e G e r m an s e m pl o y e d
s ev e r al div i s i on s , th e y w e r e unab l e t o c apt u r e th e p a r t i s a n s . Inde e d , th e
G e rm an s ne v e r e s t abl i s h e d f i r m c o nt r o l ov e r th e Y a il a M o unt a i na a r e a
b e f o r e the y w ith dr e w fr om th e C r im e a , a nd m oto r v eh i c l e s c o ul d c r o s s
th e s e m o unt a i ns o nl y un de r c o nv o y pr ot e c t io n . Y eh i c l e s dr iv i ng to a nd
f r o m th e s o uth c o a s t w e r e att a c ke d in v e r y s k i l l ful l y s t a ge d s u r p r i s e r a i ds

'  E d it o r ' s N ot e : Th e P r ipy a t m a r s h e s , pr ope r , a r e s o uth o f th i s
t r ia ngl e , al th o u gh th e r e a r e s om e f o r e s t s a nd s w a m p s w ith in th e t r i an gl e
in th e v a l l e y s o f th e P t i ch , B e r e z in a, and D ne p r r iv e r s .

11
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s i gn al a n d m e s s e n g e r c o m m uni c at i on s w i th th e ap pr o a ch i ng R e d A r m y
unit s , r e c e iv e d th e R us s ia n p a r a t r oo p e r s wh o w e r e dro pp e d o n 2 4 Se pte m -

_ b e r w e s t o f th e Dne p r B e nd and no r th w e s t a n d s o uth w e s t o f Kan ev in o r de r- t o fo r m an e nl a r g e d b r i dgeh e a d in c o njunc t io n w ith th e R us s i a n a tt a ck s o ut
o f th e D ne p r B e nd . A n oth e r pa r t i s a n un i t op e r a t i ng i n the p r i m ev al - l ik e
f o r e s t s w e s t o f Ch e r ka s s y ( 38 ) w a s a l s o s uppo s e d t o r e c e iv e a i rb o r ne
t r o op s at th e s a m e t im e . Th e s e t r o o p s , h o w ev e r , w e r e no t c o m m itt e d ,
p r o ba bl y b e c a us e of th e fa il u r e o f th e p a r at r oo p op e r at i o n . Th e p a r t i s a n -inf e s t e d a r e a w e s t o f Ch e r k a s s y w a s a n o p e n s o r e in th e G e r m an l ine s of
c om m uni c at io n. It oft e n b e c am e a c ut e a nd c o ul d nev e r be c o m pl e t e l y
e l im i nat e d by th e G e r m a n s , who l a ck e d th e ne c e s s a r y fo r c e s .

In a dd it io n to th e pa rt i s a ns op e r a t in g i n th e D nep r a re a f r o m K an ev
t o Ch e r k a s s y , th e s outh e r nm o et r e a ch e s of th e r iv e r w e r e a l s o inf e s t e d.In de e d, c e nt e r s o f pa r t i s a n r e s i s t a nc e e x i e t e d al l al o ng th e w e s t e r n ba nk
o f th e D nep r in th e e xt e ns iv e fo r e s t s up to th e K r e m e nc hu g ( 39 ) a r e a .

A r m Y G r o up N o r th , Dur in g th e i nde c i s iv e f i gh t i ng o f th e s e c o n d
ha l f o f th e w int e r o f 19 4 1- 4 2 , c o nf u s io n r e i g ne d al on g th e no rth e r nm o s t
s e c t o r o f th e G e r m a n f r o nt (S ix t e enth an d E i gh t e e nth A r m i e s )

. T e r r a i n
c o nd it io n s w e r e ide al f o r pa rt i s a n a c t iv i t i e s . F r o m th e G e r m a n l ine s
s o uth of L ak e II m e n th e r e w a s a na r r o w p a s e a g e t o th e D e m y a ns k p o ck e t ,in wh i ch th e R us s ia n s h a d e nc i r c l e d G e r m a n t r oop s s om e 50 m i l e s s o uth -
e a s t o f L ak e II m e n . (S e e M a p N o . 2 . ) B eh ind th e po c k e t a th inl y o c c up ie d
l in e o f s t r o ng p o i nt s l e d s o uth w a r d t o Kh o l m (4 1) wh i ch w a s al s o e nc i r c l e d, 
B eh i nd th at l ine s pa r s e l y s e tt l e d s w am p l an d c ov e r e d s o m e 30 s q ua r e
m i l e s a n d e xt e nde d w e s tw a r d t o th e ra il r oa d h ub o f D no ,

'  th e m a in r a i l -h e a d o f S ix t e e nth A r m y , Th i s no - m a n 's l a nd w a s a b s o l ut e l y dom in ate d b y
th e p a r t i s a n s a r o un d Kh ol rn wh o , wh e n th e s no w m e l t e d in th e s p r i ng of
19 4 2 , di r e c te d p a rt o f th e i r e ff o r t s a g a in s t the D no r a il h e a d . M o s t o f th e i r
a ct iv i t y , h o we v e r , w a s c o n c e nt r at e d a ga i ns t th e r e a r a r e a of th e w e ak
G e r m a.n s t r on g p o i nt s , th e on l y l ine o f c o m m unic at io n fr om St a r ay a
R us s a , j us t b e l o w th e s o uth e r n s h o r e o f L ak e II m e n , t o Kh o l m . B e c a us e
o f a ch r o n i c s h o r ta g e o f t r o op s th e Ge r m a ns , de s p it e al l th e i r e ffo r t a ,n ev e r s u c c e e de d in e x t e r m in at in g th e p a r t i s a n a . In th e l at e s um m e r o f
19 4 2 a r e i n fo r c e d inf a ntr y r e gim e nt , o n a tw o - w e e k e x p e d it io n , att e m pt e d
t o c ap t ur e th e s uppo s e d m a in s upp l y dum p - - s o de a i gnat e d by de c e pt iv e
p a r t i s a n m e s s a g e s - - but th e gue r r i l l a s e v a de d th e t r ap a n d m ov e d no rth -
w a r d to th e f o r e s t s of L u ga (4 2 }. T h e S i x t e en th A r m y w a s r i d o f it s p a r t i -
s a ns , wh o th e n b e c a m e th e w o r r y o f E i gh t e e nth A r m y . B ut by th e fo l l ow -i ng a ut um n S ix te e nth A rm y h a d th e m ba c k a ga i n ,

16

* E di t o r ' s N ot e : A j un c t i o n o f no r th - s o uth , e a s t - w e s t l i ne s , l y in g
m i d- w a y be tw e e n P s kov and St a r a y a R us s a ,
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Ch apte r II

• L OGIST ICA L P ROB LEMS OF P ART ISAN UN ITS

In p a r t i s a n w a r fa r e th e l o g i s t i c a l p r o bl e m s a r e a lw a y s o f th e
g r e a t e s t im po rt a n c e . E v e n i n th i s s ph e r e R us s i a n pr e pa r a t i o ns ha d b e e a
m a de be fo r e th e w a r ; h idde n s uppl y dum p s c o nt a in in g w e ap o n s , am m uni -
t io n , e x p l o s iv e s , r a t i o ns , a nd f i r s t a i d k i t a ha d be e n e s t ab l i s h e d. In
g e ne r al , h o w e v e r , th e s upp l i e s dr a w n f r om th e s e dum p s w e r e o f m i no r
im po r ta nc e . T h e dum p a w e r e t o o f e w in num b e r , a nd th e e nt i r e s upp l y
s y s t e m w a s l im it e d i n de pth a nd w i dth , s inc e i t e x te n de d o nl y fr o m th e
Dne p r t o t h e C r im e a . M o r e ov e r , th e s y s t e m c o ul d not be c o m e c o m pl e t e -
l y e ff e c t iv e be c a u s e o f th e r a p i d ity of th e G e r m a n a dv a.n c e a nd th e c o l l ap s e
o f th e R u s s i a n ch a i n of c o m m an d . Th e p a r t i s a n s w e r e una b l e t o m a ke
u s e o f ev e n o n e - h al f o f th e p r e pa r e d s upp l y dum p s b e c a u s e e i th e r th e
c iv i l i an p opul a t i o n p l unde r e d th e m o r th e G e r m a n s di s c ov e r e d th e m , oft e n
l o ng be fo r e th e pa r t i s a n g r o ups w e r e fo r m e d . T h us , th e pa r t i s a ns w e r e
ch ie fl y dep e nde nt o n l o c al r e s o ur c e s f o r th e i r ba s i c f oo d s upp l i e s .

Th e s y s te m s us e d to s uppl y th e p a r t i s a n B di f f e r e d a c c o r d in g t o
t im e an d pl a c e . Th e p a rt i s a n s i n th e Cr im e a w e r e s upp l i e d by s m a ll
s h ip s nav i ga t e d b y l o c al s a i l o r s wh o k ne w ev e r y no ok a nd b a y ; a nd th e
pa r t i s a n s al on g th e B a l t i c c o a s t w e r e a l a o s upp l i e d by s h ip . Th e fo l l ow -
in g a na l y s i s w i l l inv e s t i gat e th e ex t e nt t o wh ich p a rt i s a n s w e r e s upp l i e d• by a i r o r r equ ir e d a i r s upp l y .

F o o d a n d Cl o th in g

F o o d , g r a in and c att l e w e r e t ak e n f r om th e fa rm e rs o r s ta t e
fa r m s ; in s o do in g , th e p a rt i s a n s in it ial l y e nc o unt e r e d s t r o ng r e s i s ta nc e .Sm a l l pa r t i s a n g r o ups , wh i ch w e r e not a uf f i c i ent l y s t ro ng t o t ak e fo o d by
fo r c e , o ft e n h a d t o s ur v iv e o n be r r i e s , ev e n b a rk of t r e e s o r p ot ato e s
th e y fo und i n f i e l ds th at h a d be e n h a rv e s t e d. On th e oth e r h a nd , l a r g e
p a r t i s a n uni t s fu l l y e x p l o it e d th e a r e a th e y dom inat e d . In de e d , m an y s uc h
uni t s h a d o r g a n i z e d th e i r f oo d s upp l y s o w e l l th at th e y h a d s u rpl u s e s th at
w e r e t ak e n beh ind th e R us s ia n l i ne s b y r e t ur n ing t r a ns p o rt a i r c r a ft .

*

Onl y a m i nim a l pa r t o f th e i r fo o d w a s o bt a ine d b y h unt ing b e c a us e
th e p a r t i s a n s l a c k e d s h ot gun s a nd c o ul d not a ff o r d t o w a s t e r i fl e am m un i -
t i o n . M o r e ov e r , h unt in g w a s p r o bab l y f o r b i dde n b e c a us e i t w o u l d h av e

* F o r a n e x a m pl e , s e e Ch apt e r IIL

15
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We a p on s a nd A m m uni t i on

  Th e pa r t i s a n g r o up s tha t fo r m e d in 19 4 1- 4 Z ga th e r e d th e i r in i t i a l
s upp l y o f w e a po n s an d a m m uni t i o n f r o m the bat tl e f ie l d s wh e r e g r e at
q uant i t i e s w e r e a c at t e r e d . L ar g e pa rt i s a n un i t s e v e n h a d h e av y inf a nt r y
w e a po ns wh ich th e y r e c ov e r e d in q ua nt i t y fr o m the batt l e f i e l d s . B e c a us e
o f th e i r r ap id a dv a nc e , th e G e r m a n s h a d be en una bl e to r e c ov e r o r de s t r o y
th i s m a t e r i el . T h e pa r t i s a ns w e r e al s o ab l e t o r e c ov e r s o m e o f th e
R us s i an w e ap o ns an d am m un it i o n us e d f o r p r e m i l i ta r y t r ai ni n g in p e a c e -
t im e , wh i ch h a d be e n d i s t r ibut e d a l l o v e r th e c o unt r y in m an y s m al l , w e l l -h i dde n dum p s at the b e g inn in g o f th e w a r . D ur i n g th e ir w i th dr aw al the
r e gu l a r R us s ia n f o r c e s h a d o ft e n h i dde n w e a po ns , a m m uni t i on , a nd eq uip -
m ent fo r th e us e o f th e pa rt i s an s . In o ne ins t an c e , th e l l th K al in i n
P a rt i s a n B r i ga de ev e n h a d s e v e r al ta nk s , wh i c h h a d b e e

_
n dug in an d

h i dde n in th e Idr i t s a fo r e s t s /
_

e a s t o f th e L atv i a n b o r de r
_

/ by r e gu l a r Sov i e t
t r oop un i t s . R u s s ia n m ine s that h a d be e n e m pl oy e d i n g r e at q ua nt it i e s
an d h a d no t be e n d i s a r m e d by th e G e r m a ns dur i ng th e i r r ap i d a dv a nc e ,
w e r e r e m ov e d by th e p a rt i s a n s an d r e - us e d. T h e y a l s o im p r ov i s e d m ine s
f r om duds a nd e x pl o s iv e s .

Wh e n th e pa r t i s a n a l e f t th e i r te r r i to r y , th e y h i d w e ap o n s , a m m ua i -t i o n , an d i n fa c t ev e r y th i ng th e y w e r e un abl e t o tak e al o ng . S uch h idde n
de p ot s , c o nta in in g l a r g e q ua nt i t i e s of w e ap o ns an d a m m un it i o n , w e r e un -
c ov e r e d qu i te fr e que nt l y .

 
T h e s t e a d il y in c r e a s in g ne e d a nd c o n s um pt io n of w e ap on s , a m m uni -t i o n, a nd e x p l o s iv e s c ou l d no t p o s s ib l y , h o w ev e r , be s a t i s f i e d fo r a ny

l e n gth o f t im e by th e ft s fr om G e r m a n s up pl y in s t al l at i o n s a nd by r a i ds on
G e r m a n t r o op s , s uppl y c o l um n s , a nd s uppl y t r a in s . S uch it e m s ha d t o b e
r e s upp l i e d r e g ul a r l y , In a dd it i o n to s uch s m al l a r m s a s r i fl e s , e s p e c i a l ly
a uto m at i c r ifl e s and r i fl e s w i th s i l e nc e r s , l i gh t m a ch in e g uns , p i s t o l s ,s ubm a ch ine g uns , a nd da g g e r s , th e p a r t i s a n s n ee d e d h e av y i nf a nt r y
w e apo ns , s uc h a s m o r t a r s , l i gh t a nt it a nk g un s , a nd d i e m o unt e d g un s , a s`
w e l l a s am m unit io n and w e ap o n s s p a r e pa r t s . Th e y al s o h ad a v e r y g r e a t
ne e d fo r m i ne a an d e x p l o s iv e s us e d in s a bo ta g e op e r at i on s .

With o ut a i r t r a n s p o r t , it wo ul d h av e be e n im p o s s ib l e f o r th e
R u s s ia n s t o s upp l y th e pa r t i s a ns w i th w e ap o ns , am m un it i o n, m i ne s , a nd
ex p l o s iv e s . A i r l if t i ng th e s e i t e m s ov e r th e batt l e f r o nt wa s th e p r im a r y

r m i s s i o n of th e a i r t r an s p o r t s upp l y s y s t e m .

t S i na l E qu ip m e nt

' A l o ng w ith th e m e s s e ng e r s e r v i c e , r a di o eq u ipm e nt w a s i nd i s -  p e ns a bl e fo r t r a ns m i tt i ng pa r t i s an int e l l i g e n c e in fo r m at i o n an d o r de r s ,
17
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day - b y - da y n e e d fo r m e di c a l s upp l i e s and s ur g ic a l in s t r um e nt s c o ul d be
s at i s f i e d o n l y b y a i r l i ft .

•

P e r s o nne l

S i nc e th ^ r e w a s no ge ne ra l s h o rt a ge o f m a np o w e r i n th e p a r t i s a n -
dom inat e d a r e a s , o nl y pa r t i s a n c o m m a n d a nd s ta f f p e r s o nn e l , s p e c ia l i s t s
and a g e nt s h a d t o be b r o u ght i n by a i r . R e gul a r t r o o p s w e r e , h ow e v e r ,
c o nt i nuall y be i ng m ov e d i n by ai r l if t t o r a i s e th e c om bat e ff i c i e nc y o f th e
p a rt i s a n s . Th e y h a d be e n t r a ine d a s l ow e r - e ch e l o n c o m m an de r s , in do c -
t r i na t e d a s c om m un i at a , a nd po s s e s s e d s p e c i a l q ual if i c at io ns . In a ddi t i o n ,
r e g ul a r t r a in in g c a dr e s w e r e a s s i g n ed t o pa rt i s a n un it a f r o m am o n g th e
o ff i c e r e and N   O 's of th e R e d A rm y . T h i s s t r en gth e n e d th e uni t s an d p ut
th e i r t r a in i ng unde r pa rt i a l c ont r ol o f th e R e d A rm y . Oth e r r e pl a c e m e nt s
s e nt to th e un i t s inc l ude d s a bo t a g e and r e c o nn a i s s a n c e de t a chm e nt s . Suc h

s p e c ia l i s t s a s r a dio op e r a t o r s , t e chn i c i a n s , do c to r s , a nd nu r s e s w e r e
a l s o a i r l i ft e d t o th e p a r t i s an s .

R ot at io n of p e r s o nne l al s o t oo k p i a c e by a ir l i f t . H i g  Iy s uc c e s s f ul

p a r t i s a n s w e r e b r o u ght t o th e z o ne of in t e r i o r fo r r e at a nd r e c r e at io n a s
w e l l a s to r e c e iv e de c o ra t i o n a . In a dd it i o a , p r opa ga nda of f i c e r s a nd t op -
e ch e l o n off i c ia l s w e r e fl o w n o n br ie f v i s i t s t o th e pa r t i s a n s t o s t r e n gth e n
th e i r m o r a l e in g e ne r al a n d to de c o r at e de s e rv in g p e r a o nne l . (Oth e r
a r e a s o f m o r a l e - bui l di ng w e r e not ne gl e c t e d , f o r ev e n p s y ch o l o gi c a l w a r -• f a r e p am ph le t s , po l it i c al w r it in g s an d p r op a ga nda m ov i e s we r e a i r l i ft e d
t o th e p a r t i s a n a r e a s . Th e de l iv e r y o f m a il t o th e p a r t i s a n s w a s m o s t
im po r ta nt f o r m o r a l e p ur p o s e s . T h i s fun c t i on w a s a c c om pl i s h e d b y th e
a r m y po s t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n of th e R e d A r m y , a nd a l l m a i l w a s at r i c t l y c e n -
sored:)

A no th e r m aj o r a i r l if t m i s s i o n w a s t o de l iv e r a ir bo r ne t r o op s to
p a r t i s a n - h e l d a i r f i e l ds an d t o m a int a in th e fl o w o f s upp l i e s t o th e a i r l a nde d
f o r c e s . M e a s e n g e r s a nd a ge nt s w e r e fl ow n b e tw e e n M o s c o w a n d th e p a r t i -
s a n s , c a r r y i a g o r de r s an d di r e c t iv e s an d ta k in g b a ck r e p o r t s an d i nf o rm a -
t i o n .

On r et ur n fl i gh t s th e s upp l y t r a ns po rt s s e rv e d a s pe r s o nne l
c a r r i e r s . Th e y t r a n s p o r t e d w o unde d pa r t i s a ns , R us s ia n p r i s o n e r s o f
w a r who h a d e s c ap e d #r o m G e r m a n c a m p a , R u s s ia n fl y i ng c r e w s wh o h a d
b a i l e d o ut a nd r e a ch e d th e p a r t i s a ns , im p o r t a nt G e r m a n p r i s o ne r s wh o
w e r e t ak e n to h i gh e r R us e ia n h e a dq ua r t e r s fo r que s t io n i ng , a nd dr a ft e e s
fo r th e R e d A r m y .

19
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p a r t i s an s upp o rt op e r at io ns .
'  U - 2 an d R - 5 m o de l s w e r e u s e d f o r m a n y

Purp o s e s in t h e c o m b a t z o ne . T h e y w e r e , fo r ins ta nc e , us e d a s a m bu-
_ l a nc e a i r c r aft w i th e m e r g e nc y s t r e t ch e r s att a c h e d be lo w th e i r w i ng s .' Oth e r a m bul a nc e U - 2 ' s h a d e xt e nde d c a b ins s o th at e ith e r o ne w o unde d

m a n c o ul d be t ra ns p o r t e d o n a s t r e t ch e r o r tw o s it t ing up . T h e U - 2 c o ul d
l a nd a nd s t a rt o n th   s m a l l e s t c l e a r ing s w i th o ut di ff i c ul t y . L I- 2 a nd C - 4 ?
m o de l s w e r e us e d f o r c a r r y i ng h e av y lo a ds an d fo r dep o s i t in g a g ent s f a r
be h i nd th e G e rm a n l in e s . If a f i gh t e r - bo m be r un it , s uch a s IL - 2 e q uippe d
un it s , w a s e m pl o y e d fo r pa r t i s a n s uppo r t i t w a s u s e d t o dr op am m unit io n
an d r at io ns in l ow - l ev e l fl i gh t a bo v e a p o ck e t . Ca r go g l i de r s w e r e al s o
ua e d r e g ul a r l y f o r pa r t i s a n s upp o r t m is s io n s , b e ing to w e d by SB o r IL - 4
m o de l s , Th e m o s t c o m m o nl y u s e d c a r g o gl i de r w a s t h e A - 7 .

 

Th e T e ch n iq ue s o f Su o rt F l i ght s

It i s not kno w n ho w m uc h t im e e l a p s e d b e t w e e n th e t r a ns m i s s io n
of a r e qu e s t b y p a r t i s a n un it s an d th e e x e c ut io n o f a f l y ing s uppo rt m i s s i o n .A s a r ul e , h o w ev e r , f l y in g uni t s di d no t r e c e iv e th e i r o r de r s unt i l j us t

  E d ito r ' s N ote : U - 2 : s in g l e - e n g ine t r a in in g a nd a m b ul a nc e b i -
p l an e ; R - 5: s ingl e - e ng in e r e c o nna i s s a nc e b ip l a ne ; Y ak - 6 : tw in - e ng ine ,l o w - w ing , t r a in in g a i r c r a ft ; IL - 2 : l ow - w in g, s i ng l e - e n g ine m o no pl a ne ,
a s s a ul t - bo m be r , c o m m onl y c al l e d the "S to r m ov ik "; M E /

_
B ?

_
fR - 2 : s ing l e -

• e ng in e r e c o nna i s s a n c e fl y ing bo a t ; P E - Z: tw in - e n g in e r e c onna i s s anc e a nd
d iv e - bo m b e r ; L I- 2 : tw in - e n g ine t r a n s po r t .J E di t o r ' s N o t e : "A t s o m e t im e dur ing th e w a r v ir t ua l l y al l t yp e s
o f Sov i e t p l an e s w e r e us e d f o r p a rt i s an s upp o r t m is s io ns . H o w e v e r , th e
p l a ne m o s t f r e que nt l y e m pl o y e d w a s th e U - 2 , s in gl e - e ng ine b ipl a ne ,
o r i g inal l y int e nde d fo r t r a in in g an d r e c o nna i s s a nc e . It c o ul d c a r r y 2 2 0 -
3 30 po un ds , h a d a r a ng e o f 3 10 m i l e s , a nd a m ax im um s p e e d of 9 4 m ph .T h e s e pl a ne s c o nt inue d t o be m a nuf a c t u r e d du r in$ th e w a r , a n d i n num b e r s
a nd f r e q ue n c y o f m i s s i o n s o ut s t r ipp e d a l l oth e r p l a ne s us e d in pa rt i s a n a i r
s uppo rt . T h e R - 5, a s o m e wh at m o r e m o de rn v e r s i o n of th e U - 2 , w a s a l s o
f r e q ue nt l y u s e d .

"T h e o th e r t ype of pl a ne us e d r ath e r w ide l y f o r pa r t i s an s upp o r t
o pe r at io ns w a s th e t wo - e ng ine d t r a ns po r t ; s ev e r al Sov i e t m ode l s w e r e
e m pl o y e d , th e m o s t im po r ta nt b e in g th e L i - 2 . E m pl oy e d a t l e a s t a s f r e -
q ue nt l y w e re th e A m e r ic a n D v u gl a s C - 4? a n d it s Sov i e t - bui l t eq u iv al e nt ,
th e P S - 8 4. W ith th e i r g r e at e r r a n g e a nd c a r r y ing c a pa c i ty th e s e p la ne s
w e r e e s p e c i al l y u s e f ul ; int e r e s t in gl y e no ugh , th e w o r d 'D o ugl a s ' c a m e t o
m e a n a ny b i g pl a ne u s e d fo r pa rt i s an s upp o r t " (G e rh a r d L . We i nbe r g ,T h e R ol e o f A i r po w e r in P a r t i s a n Wa r fa r e , A i r R e s e a r

_
ch a nd D ev e l op -

m e nt Co m m a n d . H um a n R e s o ur c e s R e s e a r ch In s t i t ut e / P r oj e c t "A l e x a n -de r "J
. 19 54 . N o .

6
, V o l . 3 , 2 9 ) .

-
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by r a dio o f th e a r r iv al of a i r c r a ft . T he y the n l it th e s t ak e s at th e r i gh t
t im e s o th at th e a pp r o a c h i ng pl a ne s c o ul d r e c o gn i z e th e a ir f i e l ds f r om a
l o n g di s t anc e . D ur i ng l a nd ing th e a i r c r a ft il l um inat e d th e f i e l d w i th th e i r•
l a nd in g l igh t s .

If th e pa r t i s a ns w e r e af r a id of G e r m a n di s c ov e r y , th e y l it th e f i r e s
o nl y a ft e r th e a pp r o a ch ing a i r c r a ft ha d f i r e d a r e c o gn it io n s i gnal . A ft e r
th e l a nd in g th e f i r e s w e r e im m e diat e l y e x t i ngu i s h e d . T h e c r e w s ha d in -
s tr uct io ns t o ide nt i fy th e num be r a nd o r de r of th e f i r e s . If th e y dev ia t e d
i n any w a y fr om th e pr e a r r a n ge d s igna l , no s upp l i e s w e r e dr o pp e d. In
s o m e in s t a nc e s th e G e r m a ns ob s e r v e d tha t s m al l s uppl em e nt a r y f i r e s
w e r e l it ne x t t o a f i r e wh i l e th e pl a n e w a s a pp r o a ch ing , p r o bab l y t o c om -
p l y w i t h a p r e v io us a r r a ng em e nt .

D r o p po in t s f o r c a r g o w e r e m a rke d by f ir e s ge ne r a l l y pl a c e d in a
no rth - s o uth d i r e c t io n . T h e dr opp i ng of b a g s w i th am m unit io n o r r at io n s
w a s in d ic a t e d f r o m th e a i r c r a ft b y l i gh t i n g r e d o r gr e e n l i gh t s . Sp e c i a l
i l l um ina t io ns w e r e us e d fo r the c o m m it m e nt of p ar a chut e t r o op a . F o r
the i nf r e q ue nt da y - t i m e la nd i ng s th e p a r t i s a ns put o ut r e c o gn it io n m a rk e r s .
D r op al t it ude v a r ie d a c c o r d in g to the m o de l of th e p l a ne : U - 2 's r e l e a s i ng
th e ir c a r g o f r o m 330 - 50 0 f e e t , th e L I- 2 ' s f r om 1, 6 50 - Z, 0 0 0 fe e t .

Ca r go w a s dr o pp e d i n s p e c ia l l y m a de , ba g - s h ap e d c o nt a ine r s ,
m e a s ur ing ab o ut t e n fe e t in l e n gth an d tw o a nd on e - h a l f fe e t i n d ia m et e r ,
a n d w e igh i ng a pp r ox im a te l y 2 6 0 po unds . T h e y w e r e w e i ght e d a nd

• c us h io ne d at th e bott om to r e duc e the e f fe c t of th e i r dr o pp ing to th e gro un d.
T h e pa ck e d pa r a ch ut e w a s a t th e t op .

In a i r dr op m i s s io n s us i n g L I- 2 's o r C- 4 ? ' s , wh e n t he a i r c r a ft h a d

r e a c h e d th e a r e a a bov e th e dr o p z o ne , th e e nt ir e c r e w e x c ept f o r th e f i r s t
p il ot m ov e d t o th e r e a r o f th e c a b in , o pe ne d th e do o r s , an d w a i te d fo r t he
s ig na l t o dr o p th e c a r g o . A ft e r t he p il o t ' s s ign al (a nd e x t e nde d s o undi ng
o f th e ho r n) , th e dr o p w a s e ff e c t e d a s th e a i r c r aft c i r c l e d th e dr op z o ne .
P a r t i c ul a r l y v a l uab l e c o nt a i ne r s , e qu ipp ed w i th e l e c t r i c bu z z e r s , w e r e
q u ic k l y f o und by th e pa rt i s an s u s ing s p e c ia l s e a r c h e qu ipm e nt .

P a r ac h ut i s t s w e r e dr oppe d fr o m an a l t it u de o f 1, 0 0 0 - 1, 30 0 f e e t
a c c o r d in g to r e g ula t io n s . T h e c r e w s , h o w e v e r , o ft e n m a de m i s t ak e s in
th e p r o c e s s , wh i ch r e s ul t e d in a c c i de nt s (m a inl y b r ok e n l e g s ) .

L a nd in g s w e r e m a de o nl y t o e x c h an ge pe r s o nne l , t o p i ck up th e
s i ck an d w o unde d, a n d to r e t ur n v a l ua bl e p r i s o ne r s o r int e ll i g e nc e inf o r -
m at io n . In a dd it io n , l an di ng s w e r e m a de t o de l iv e r s upp l y it e m s th at
w e r e t o o s e n s it iv e , h e a v y o r bu lk y to b e dr o pp e d .

23
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A IR L IF T S UP P L Y OP E RA T ION S

  A rm y G r o u Ce nte r

We a po n s , A m m unit i o n , e t c . Aft e r a n a i r a rm y h a d be e a a c t iv a -
t e d e x c l us iv e l y f o r pa r t i s a n s upp o r t o pe ra t io ns dur i ng th e s um m e r of
19 4 2 , th e num b e r of n i gh t l y e nt r i e s by a i r int o th e G e r m a n A r m y G r o up
C e nt e r a r e a s udde nl y inc r e a s e d . T h e m a s s e nt r i e s t o ok p l a c e v ia tw o a i r
c o r r ido r s , abov e O r e l a n d a bov e V e l i

.
k i e L uk i . T h e pl a ne s pe ne t r a t e d up

t o 30 0 m il e s int o th e a r m y gr o up r e a r . Th e s upp l ie s (p r in c ipa l l y w e apo a s
a n d am m unit io n) '  w e r e s t il l be in g dr o ppe d, but r a dio int e r c e pt s ind ic at e d
th a t c iv i l i a ns w e r e b e ing r ut h l e s s l y fo r c e d to c o ns tr u ct e m e r g e nc y a i r -
f i e l d s in th e pa r t i s a n a r e a . T h e e x i s t e nc e, of 2 0 s uch l a nding f i e l ds w a s
e s ta b l i s h e d dur i ng th e s um m e r .

1

T h e f ol l ow ing quot at io ns giv e a n ind ic at io n o f th e e x t e nt of a i r
s uppl y i n th e a r e a s of A r m y G r o up Ce nt e r :

a . 19 4 1. F a r in the r e a r a r e a o f Se c o nd P a n z e r A r m y a nd
S e c ond A r m y , in th e f o r e s t s s o uth a nd no r th o f B r y a n s k , di s p e r s e d
Sov ie t e l e m e nt s th at h ad e s c ape d fr o m th e B r y a ns k p o ck e t a ft e r
th e batt l e o f e nc ir c l e m e nt , wh i ch l a s te d f r om 2 to 18 O c to be r 19 4 1,
fo r m e d s t r o ng p a r t i s a n u nit s tha t w e r e c on s t a nt l y r e s uppl i e d by
a i r a nd tha t c o ns t it ut e d a c o nt inuo us th r e a t t o th e L uftwa ff e .

 

  b . 19 4 2 . Wh i l e dur i ng th e pa s t y e a r / R us s ia n
_

/ m e s s e ng e r s
c r o s s ing b oth fr o nt l ine s s uf f i c e d f o r m a int a in in g c o nta c t a nd t r an s -
m itt in g o r de r s , a i r c r aft fl y i ng r e gu l a r m i s s io ns - - c o ur i e r a n d

b a nds unde r th e i r j u r i s di c t io n . Sm a l l e r un it s , wh i c h p e rh ap s h ad o nl y
fe e bl e o r unr e l i ab l e s e t s , w e r e s ubo r dinat e d t o op e r at iv e c e nt e r s , one o f
w ho s e m aj o r t a s k s w a s t o m a int a i n a po w e r f ul a nd c o ns t ant l y funct i o a ing
r a d io s t at i o n" (J oh n A r m s t r o ng and I  ur t D e W itt , Or ga n i z at i o n a nd Co n -
t r ol o f th e P a r t i s a n M ov e m e nt . A i r R e s e a r ch a nd D ev e l o pm e nt Co m m a nd .
H um a n R e s o ur c e s R e s e a r ch In s t it ut e /

_
P r oj e c t "A l e x a nde r " /. 19 54 . N o . 6 ,V ol . 4, 39) .

'  E dit o r ' s N ot e : T he p r e s s ing de m a nd fo r w e apo ns a n d am m unit i o n
s p r an g fr o m s ev e r a l c a us e s . O r i gi na l e q u ipm e nt w a s w e a r in g o ut , i n
a dd it i o n to wh i ch Ge r m an c o unt e r ope r at io ns c a us e d he a v y l o s s e s i n
w e ap o ns a nd a m m un it io n . A s th e w a r pr o g r e s s e d , th e t yp e of o p e r at io n s
of th e p a r t i s a n s l a id a n inc r e a s ingl y h e av y s t r e s s o n f i r e p o w e r . P e rh a p s
th e g r e at e s t v o l um e of w e ap o ns w a s n e e de d f o r th e ne w r e c r ui t s , wh o
us ual ly h a d no w e ap o n s at al l . We inb e r g , T h e R ol e o f A i rpo w e r , p . 1 3.
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On th e i r r e t ur n f l i gh t s th e a i r c r a ft us ual l y t r a ns p o r te d k e y
pe r s o nne l wh o w e r e s i ck o r wo unde d .

6

•
K e y P e r s o nn e l a nd Sp e c i al i s t s . One of th e m o s t im po rt a nt f a c t o r s

in th e e ff e c t iv e o p e r at io n of pa r t i s a n ba nd s , be g inni ng i n 19 4 2 , w a s th e
c o nt inuo us fl o w o f k e y c o m m an d pe r s o nne l a nd v a r io us t y p e s o f s pe c ia l i s t s
to th e un it s .

  ` In th e v a s t m a jo r it y o f ins ta nc e s , th i s pe ra o nne l r e info r c e -
m e nt w a s po s s ib l e o nl y by a i r s upp l y . S ev e ra l a uth o r it i e s h av e a tt e s t e d
t o th e im po r ta nc e of th i s fa c e t o f a i r t r a n s po rt a t io n:

a . S um m e r 19 4 2 . D ur in g th e . s um m e r o f 19 4 Z th e R us s ia n s
m a de e v e r y e f fo r t to di s r upt th e G e r m a n l ine s o f c o m m unic at io n .
Th e s c a r c e P O L s uppl i e s de s t ine d fo r A rm y G r oup Ce nt e r - - th e
o pe r at i on s in th e s o uth h a d p r i o r i ty - - w e r e j e op a r di z e d by p a r t i s a n
int e r fe r e n c e . T h e de m o l i t i o n s q ua ds o f th e R e d A r m y a ux il i a r i e s
h a d o nl y im p r ov i s e d m e a ns at th e ir di s p o s a l . A n e m e r g e nc y c o m -
b at m e th o d dev e lop e d int o a ne w nui s an c e a r m . Sm al l a nd v e r y
s m a l l l ia i s o n a i r c r aft w ith a i r c o o l e d e ng i ne s , wh ic h h a d f o r m e d
th e onl y r e m na nt s o f r e a dy - fo r - a ct io n p l a ne s dur in g th e p a s t w in -
t e r , w e r e us e d by th e R u s s i an s t o a i r l i f t s a bo ta g e de ta chm e nt s
int o r e a r a r e a s .

7

b . M id - 19 4 2 . T h e ]e a de r s o f th e pa rt i s a n un it s w e r e m o s t l y
s pe c ia l l y t r a ine d r e g ul a r a r m y m e n - - e v e n g e ne r al s t a ff o ff i c e r s - -
wh o w e r e a i r l a n de d , j us t l ik e r e p l a c e m e nt s , by pa r a ch ut e o r

• t ow e d gl ide r s . . .
8

.

c . 19 4 4 - 4 5 . Wh e n a ir c r a ft b e g a n to l a nd a nd pa r t i s an l e a de r s
w e r e no l o ng e r dep e nde nt o n a i r d r oppe d a upp l ie s , th e pa r t i s a n s
b e c a m e m o r e e ff e c t iv e a nd an e x ch a ng e o f pe r s o nne l w ith th e

# E dit o r ' s N ot e : In M a r ch 19 4 2 , a G e r m a n c om m a n de r r epo r t e d
in th e fo l l o w in g v e i n : "T h e pa r t i s a n m ov e m e nt h a s g r ow n t r e m e ndou s l y
in r e c e nt w e e k s , abo v e al l a s a r e s ul t o f th e l a nd in g o f c o m m i s s a r s a nd
o ff i c e r s of th e R e d A r m y , but al s o b e c a us e of th e pr opa ga nda l e a fl e t s
d ro pp e d, a nd no t l e a s t be c a us e o f th e / G e rm a n

_
/ r e qu i s i t i o n ing of c a tt l e ,

h o r s e s , a a d h a y . Th e c o m m i s s a r s att e m pt t o o r g a n i z e a po pul a r m a s s
m ov e m e nt (Y ol k s be w e g un g ) , a n d it s e e m s a s i f e nthu s ia s m fo r e nt r y i nto
t h e pa rt i s a n m ov e m e nt ha s al r e a dy s p r e a d in w i de c i r c l e s of th e r ur a l
p o pul at io n " (We i nbe r g , Th e R o l e o f A i r pow e r , p . 4 ) . S e e al s o G e rh a r d L .yVe inbe r g , T h e P a r t i s a n M ov e m e nt i

_
n th e Y e l ny a - D o r o g o bu zh A r e a of

Sm o l e ns k Obl a s t . A ir R e s e a r c h a nd De v e l opm ent Co m m a n d. H um a n
R e s o ur c e s R e s e a r ch In s t i tut e (P r oj e c t "A l e x a nde r ") . 19 54 . N o . 2 4 ,V ol . 2 , 90 .
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P a nz e r A r m y a nd , a fte r l o a d in g g r a in , t oo k o ff fl y ing e a s tw a r d.
13

• A i r f i e l d C on s t r uc t i on . In J a nua r y 19 4 2 pa rt i s an un i t s int e rv e ne d
in c r e a s in gl y in th e F o ur th A rm y a r e a ; th e a r m y e m pl o y e d th e bulk of it s
fo r c e s in th e Yukh nov a r e a , 55 m il e a s o uth e a s t o f V ya z m a , wh e r e it w a s
s u r r o unde d by R us s ian s in f r o nt a nd at t he r e a r . T h e p a rt i s a n s app e a r e d
pa r t i c ul a r l y s t r o ng w e s t a nd s o uth o f V y a zm a (9 , 10 ), in th e e ut e ns iv e
fo r e s t s o f B o g o r o di t s k ( 1 1) , a nd th e Ye lny a ( 12 ) a r e a .

In th i s s it uat i on th e R u s s ia n s be g an to a ir l an d t r oo p s in th e r e a r
of th e G e r m a n F o ur th A r m y a nd th e a dj o in ing F o ur th P a nz e r A r m y . T he s e
t r o o p s l a nde d both by p a r a ch ut e a n d f r om t r a napo rt a i r c ra ft go in g dow n at
a i r f i e l ds th at w e r e p r e pa r e d an d m a r k e d by pa r t i s an s .

14

T h e s e t r o op a i r l i f t o pe ra t io n s , b oth fo r pa r a t r o op s and a i rbo r ne
un it s , c ont i nu e d th r o ugh o ut J a a ua r y an d F e b r ua r y unt i l th e b e ginn in g of
M a r ch . T h e l a nd ing s w e r e not c o nc e nt r a te d in o ne de f in i t e a r e a at a c e r -
t a in t im e , b ut w e r e an a i r l i ft o pe r at io n e xt e nd ing ov e r a s pa n of t im e a nd
c ov e r ing a w i de z o ne that w a s o c c up ie d by pa r t i s a ns o r r e g ul a r fo r c e s th a t
h a d pr ev io us l y b r ok e n th r o ugh a nd tak en po s s e s s io n of th e a r e a . Th e
fl i gh t s m o s t ly t o o k p l a c e by n igh t , an d it wa s d if f i c u l t t o. t e l l wh e the r t r o op s
o r s upp l i e s w e r e a ir l i ft e d . In th e #i ght i ng w ith th e a e a i r l a nde d t r o op a th e
G e rm a n s nev e r e nc o unt e r e d a m aj o r o r ga n i z e d un it . T h e y s e em e d t o ha v e
s e rv e d a s c a d r e and s upp o rt fo r pa rt i s a n un it s o r a s re in fo r c e m e nt s fo r
th e R us s ia n fo r c e s tha t h a d b r ok e n th r o u gh t he G e rm a n l ine s .•

In the f o r e s t s no r th o f B o g o r o d it s k ( 1 1) R u s s i a n t r o op s a ir l a n de d
th r o ugh m id - J a nua r y . T h e R us s ia ns in th a t a r e a h e l d s e v e r al a i r f i e l ds
ne a r L u gi , Y e l ik o po l 'y e ( 5 40 5 3 'N 340 2 9 'E ) , a nd Zh e la nny e (54 ° 5 1  N
34 ° 3 1 1E ) , wh e r e th e y c o ul d l a nd wi tho ut int e r f e r e n c e .

'  T h e a i r l a nde d
f o r c e s r e inf o r c e d th e p a r t i s a n s in t he B o go r o d it s k fo r e s t s . In th e

* E dit o r ' s N ot e : "Of c o u rs e a ir f i e l ds h a d to be p r ep a r e d fo r l a nd-ing op e r at i on s . T h e r e w e r e o c c a s i ona l ins t a nc e a wh e n th e pa r t i s a n s ut i -l i z e d a ba ndo ne d p r e w a r a i r f i e l ds ; b ut th e s e w e r e us ual l y know n t o th e
G e rm a n s a nd w e r e t o o c l o s e t o to w ns h a v ing l a r g e G e r m a n g a r r i s o n s .'M o r e f r eq ue nt l y , th e p a r t i s a n s p r e pa r e d th e i r ow n fi e l ds . F o r p la ne s of
th e U - 2 t yp e , a s m al l a r e a , in th e wo o ds o r m e a dow s , c l e a r e d o f l a r g e
r o c k s a nd t r e e s t um p s w a s s uff i c i e nt . T h e tw o - e ng ine d p la ne s , on th e
oth e r h a nd , ne e de d l o n ge r r unw a y s a nd , s in c e th e ae ge n e r a l l y w e r e not
av a il ab l e , te nde d t o pa r a c hut e th e i r l o a ds m o r e f r eq ue nt l y th a n the s m a l l
b ip l a ne s . B y 19 4 3, ho w ev e r , th e r e wa s a pp a r e ntl y at l e a s t o ne f i e l d
wh e r e s uch p l a ne s c o ul d l a nd in e a ch m a j o r a r e a o f pa r t i s a a a ct iv i ty "
(We inbe r g , T h e R o l e o f A i rpow e r , p , 30 ) .

29
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Ge r m a n s h a d f ou nd o nl y c a tt l e in a bun da n c e wh ic h w e r e k i l l e d by f i r e
f r om a i r c r a ft . T h a t n igh t th e G e r m a n s w e r e s ur pr i s e d a s f ol lo w s :

Z1

_ A i r c r a ft fl e w in , no do ubt R us s ia n a ir c r a ft , an d wh e n th e Y
w e r e d i s t inc t l y au d ib l e f l a r e s w e nt up al l a r o un d th e h e dg eh o g de -
fe ns e aur r o undi ng th e r e gim e nt o n th e s p i t of l a n d . F l a r e s ev e n
app e a r e d f r o m th e s t r ip s e a r ch e d b y th e r e g im e nt dur i ng th e da y .S ev e r a l s m a r t G e rm a n s r e c o g n i z e d th e un ifo rm pa tt e r n o f fl a r e s ,
wh e r e upo n th e y im it at e d it wh e n th e ne x t pl a ne s we r e a pp ro a ch ing .T o th e i r s urp r i s e , p a r a ch ut e c o nt a i ne r s dr opp e d t o th e fl a r e - l it
a r e a c o nt a in ing R u s s ian a m m un i t io n a nd , unf o r t unat e l y o nl y in a f ew
o f th e c o nta i ne r s , a k ind o f c a ndy ba r a nd t o ba c c o . T h e en e m y
w a s th e r e , a l l a r o und th e r e g im e nt . D e s p it e th i s r e a l i z a t i o n, th e
ope r at io n co n duc t e d dur ing th e s e c o nd da y w a s o nc e a g a in f r u it l e a s .A ft e r da r kn e s s the s a m e pa tt e r n o f ev e nt s o c c ur r e d: a i r c r a ft
a pp r o a ch e d th e a r e a a ro und th e r e g im e nt ' s h e dg eh o g de f e ns e s .A ft e r m idni ght i t b e ga n t o po ur w i th r a i n.

A Ge r m an c om m an de r  in th e L ith ua n ia n a r e a r e c o r de d a i r s upp l y o pe r a -
t i o ns in s up po r t o f t h e pa r t i s a ns in tha t a r e a :

2 2

In O c t obe r 19 4 Z I a s s um e d c om m an d o f G ro up IV o f B o m b e r
W ing H inde nbu r g N o . 1 a t S ch a ul e n in L ith ua n ia . A t tha t t im e
s t r o ng pa rt i s a n un it s h i d in th e e x te ns iv e f o r e s t s e a s t of S ch a ul e n .T h e y w e r e s uppl i e d b y n i ght by R us s i a n a i r c r aft th at a pp a r e nt l yS
l a nde d in th e a r e a . I pe r s on al l y e s ta bl i s h e d dur i ng a ni ght ob s e r -
v a t i on fl i gh t th a t l i gh t s i gnal s an d fl a r e s o r i g i nat e d fr om th e
f o r e s t s . I di d not ob s e rv e a ny a i r c r a ft , but th e G e rm a n po l i c e
c o m m a nde r of L ith ua ni a h a d r e l ia bl e r e po rt s of a i r l i f t op e r at io ns .

R u s s ia n P r im it iv i t y a nd B r ut a l it y

E s p e c ia l l y i n pa r t i s a n w a r fa r e d i d th e R us s i a n cha r a c t e r i s t i c o f
c a l l ou s b r uta l i ty t e nd t o c o m pe n s at e fo r ins uf f i c i e nt te ch ni c a l c apa b i l i t y .So - c a l l e d pa r a chut i s t s w e r e r e p e a t e dl y d ro pp e d w i th out pa r a ch ut e s , no
do ubt be c a u s e o f a s h o r ta g e o f p a r a ch ut e s . L ie ut e na nt G e ne r al R o e tt i g e r
i nd i c at e d th a t s o l d i e r s w e r e p l a c e d in ba gs s t uf f e d w ith h a y wh i ch , t o -
g e th e r w ith de ep s n o w , w a s to s o ft e n th e fa l l . T h e w a r dia r y of F o ur th
A r m y t e l l s of one in s ta nc e i n wh i ch R us s ia n a i r c r a ft dr o ppe d s ix m e n
f r o m a n a l t it ude of 3 3 f e e t ne a r a h i ghw a y.

* In a dd it i o n , s o l d i e r s w e r e

* E dit o r ' s N ot e : S e e a l s o We inbe r g , T h e R o l e o f A i r po w e r , p . 30 ,
not e .
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Ch apt e r N

• G E R MA N COUN T E R M EA SUR E S A GA IN S T A IR L IF T OP E R A T ION S

B y A r m y a nd Co unt e r int e ll i ge nc e A ge nc i e s

A tt a c ks o n P a r t i s a n A ir f i e l ds . T he A r m y s e c u r it y t r o op s a nd
p ol i c e unit s c o m m it t e d in th e r e a r a r e a s o f A r m y G r o up So uth , Ce at e r ,
an d N o r th w e r e o ft e n s uppo r t e d by a i r c r a ft a nd a nt ia i r c ra ft un it s p r ov i de d
by th e L uftwa ff e a s w e l l a s b y a i r fo r c e h e a dq ua r t e r s t r o o p s e m plo y e d fo r
g r o und c o m bat .

'  In th e c o ur s e of th e i r a nt ipa r t i s an op e r a t io n s , th e s e
t r o o p s att e m pt e d to s e i z e th e a i r f i e l ds us e d fo r r e aupp l y in g th e p a rt i s an s .
S inc e th e s e a i r f i e l ds w e r e l o c a t e d i n pa r t i s a n- inf e s t e d a r e a s in f a i r l y in -
a c c e s s ib l e fo r e at s a nd s w am p s , a nd s i nc e th e y w e r e fur th e r m o r e w e l l
s e c ur e d an d de f e n de d, th e y c o ul d us u all y no t b e a tt a c k e d o n t h e g r ound .
B y th e t im e a m aj o r G e rm an unit , a ft e r s e r i o us f i ght i ng , f inal l y s uc -
c e e de d i n p e ne t r at in g t o s uch a n a i r f i e l d , th e ai r c r aft a nd ins t a l l at io n s
h a d al r e a dy be e n de s t r o y e d . D e s t r uc t i on by a rt i l l e r y f i r e us uall y fa i l e d
b e c a us e of th e d if f i c ul t y of b r ing ing th e gun s s uff i c i e nt l y c l o s e t o th e t a r -
g e t o r be c a us e o f a s h o rt a g e o f am m unit i on . So m e t i m e s , h ow ev e r , a
m aj o r o pe r at io n of th i s t yp e w a s r e wa r ding , a s wh e n th e G e r m a n s s uc -
c e e de d in c apt ur in g a n a i r f i e l d i n th e L e pe l a r e a o n wh i ch the r e w e r e
m o r e th a n 10 0 S ov ie t c a r go g l i de r s .

1

• D e c ept iv e M e a s ur e s . Th e G e r m a n g r o und fo r c e s h a d a c e r ta i n
a m o unt o f s uc c e s s i n im i t a t i ng l an dm a r k be a c o ns of th e R us s i a ns by

  E di to r ' s N ot e :.
"With th e ex c ept i o n o f r e c o nna i s s a nc e , m i s s io ns

t o b om b an d s t r a fe pa r t i s a n in s t a l l at i o n s w e r e m o r e fr e qu e nt th a n any
othe r typ e of a i r s uppo rt o pe r at io n . St a r t in g in th e s p r ing o f 19 4 2 w ith
t he f i r at m aj o r a nt i - pa r t i s an op e r at io ns , G e rm an A ir F o r c e p l an e s fl e w
t a c t i c al s upp o r t m i s s i o ns fo r pr a c t i c a ll y a l l s u ch op e r at io n s unt i l th e
s um m e r of 19 4 4 . . . . B o m b in g w a s o f pa r t i c ul a r v al ue i n th o s e a r e a s
wh e r e th e p a r t i s a n s h a d p r e p ar e d h e a v y f i e l d fo rt i f i c at io n s wh ich s e v e r e l y
h a nd ic appe d G e rm an s e c ur it y t r ovp s , of te n de f i c i e nt in h e a v y w e apo ns .
. . . A l th o ugh th e G e r m a n r ep o r t s do no t s t r e s s th e po iat , it i s c l e a r th at
a i r s uppo rt g av e a m o r a l e b o o et t o th e G e r m a n t r oop s - - oft en ov e r - a ge

  a nd oth e r w i s e s e c o nd- r at e un it a wh o w e r e e ng a g e d in a typ e o f f i ght i ng
wh ich te nde d t o be p a r t i c ul a r l y de m o r a l i z i ng a nd wh i ch f r eq ue nt l y fo und
the m out c l a s s e d in m i l i ta ry e qu ipm e nt " (G e rh a r d L . We in be r g , Th e R o l e
o f A i rpo w e r in P a r t i s an IKa r fa r e . A i r R e s e a r

_
ch a.nd D ev e l opm e at

_
Co m -

m an d. H um a n R e s o u r c e s R e s e a rc h In s t i tut e  
_

P r oj e c t "Al e x a nde r " /
. 19 54 .

N o . 6 , v o l . 3 , 36 ) .
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_ _- 

  Luftwaffe A genc ie s

A tt a ck s o n J um P- o ff B a s e a a nd P a rt i e an A ir f i e l ds . T h e R ue s ia n 
a dv a nc e d l a nd i ng fi e l ds , g en e ra l l y know n to the G e r m an s , w e r e in th e

pr inc ip a l s e c t or of A rm y G r o up Ce nt e r a e fo ll o w s :

19 4 1- 4 3• K al u ga (ab o ut 10 0 m il e s s outhw e s t o f M o e c o w ),
Sukh in i ch i (appr ox im a te l y ? 0 m il e e no rthw e s t o f B r ya ns k   , a nd

Ka l in in (a bo ut 9 5 m i l e s no r thw e s t o f Mo s c ow );

19 4 3- 4 4 •
_
K

_
o no to p (a bo ut 1 10 m il e s no rthw e et o f K iev ) a nd

S e ch n i ak oy a / ? j (bet w e e n B r y an s k and R o s l av l ) .
6

T h e G e rm a n A i r F o r c e un it s di d not l a un ch a ny m a s s atta c k s o n th e s e

a i r f i e l ds ; th e y m a de nu i s an c e r a i d s in s t e a d , m a i nl y be c a u s e th e y l a ck e d

s uff i c i e nt s t r e n gth t o do b e tte r . T h e s e un it a a l s o h a d oth e r t a r ge t s in th e

c o m b at zo n e th a t h a d h i gh e r pr   o r it y th an a ir f i e l ds s e rv i ng pa r t i s a n s up -
p o rt .

A g a in b e c a us e o f th e s h o rt a g e o f fo r c e s th e G e r m an e w e r e una b l e

t o l a unch p l anne d of f e n a iv e s a ga ins t p a r ti s a n a i r f i e l ds , ev e n in th e c e nt r a l

a e c t o r o f th e R ua s ia n th e a te r .
* T h e y w e r e f or c e d t o im pr ov i s e m e a BUr e s

a ga in s t th e s e ta r ge t s . N u i s a nc e bo m be r a h a d o r de r s t o dr op bo m b s in

  * E dit o r ' s N ot e : "B y th e e nd o f 19 4 1, th e Ge rm an c om m a nde r s in

th e E a s t b e g a n t o r e c o g ni z e th at a i r s t r e n gth w o ul d be inv a l u abl e in f i g  t l II g

th e p a rt i s a n s , but th e s itu at io n at th e fr o nt m ade th e a s s i gnm e nt o f pl a n e s

t o a nt i - p a r t i s an w a r fa r e im p o s s ibl e at th at t i m e . N ot unt i l th e s p r ing of

19 4 2 w e r e pl a ne s s y s t e m at i c al l y s e nt o n m i s a ion s a ga in s t th e pa rt i s a ns .
B y th at t im e , th e p a r t i e a n rn ov e m e nt h a d g r own to s uch a n ex t ent th at th e
G e rm an s h a d t r e m e ndo us di ff i c ul ty c o p in g w ith i t , e s pe c i al ly in v ie w of

th e i r in a dequa t e s e c u r i ty f o r c e s . Un de r th e s e c i r cum s t a nc e s , a i r pow e r
in a nt i - pa r t i s a n w a r fa r e be c am e p r im a r i ly a m att e r o f a s s i g a ing p l a ne s
in s m al l g r o up s o r in di v i dual l y t o s upp o r t s p e c if i c a nt i - pa r t i s a n ope r a -
t io ns , o r t o at t a c k kno w n p a r t i s a n c o nc e nt r a t i o n s wh e n p l a ne s w e r e av a il -
ab l e b ut th e r e w e r e not e n ou gh s e c ur i ty t r o o p s fo r of fe n a iv e a ct i on . It

m u s t be k e pt in m in d th at th e num e r ic a l i nf e r i o r it y o f G e r m an pl a ne s ob -
ta ine d o n th e E a s t e r n f r o nt durin g th e wh ol e pe r io d of a nt i - pa rt i s an op e r a -
t i o n a . Th i s infe r io r it y im p o s e d r i g id l irn i ta t i o n a o n bo th th e num b e r an d

t yp e o f G e r m a n pl a ne a us e d. R e l i a nc e w a s p l a c e d p r im a r i l y on s m a11

r e c o nna i s s a n c e p l an e s , v a r io us ob ao l e t e t r a in e r a nd bo m b e r m o de l s , an d

m e dium b om b e r s t e m po r a r il y det a i l e d t o a nt i - pa r t i s an m i s s io ns "
(We inb e r g , T h e R o l e o f A i rp ow e r , p . 34 ) .
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( 3) Sp e c i al Squa dr o n G am r ing e r (fo r r e c o nra i s s a nc e a nd c o m ba t )

c o m p o s e d o f 1Z pl a ne s of th e fo l l ow i ng m ode l s : A r a do 6 6 (s in gl e - e n gi ne
• s ch o o l a nd t r a in ia g pl an e s o f a n ol d t ype ) , J unk e r s 8 7 (div e bo m b e r ) , a nd

M e s s e r s ch m i tt 10 9 (s i ngl e - e ng i ne , s i ngl e - s e at f i ght e r ).

T h e a r m am e nt of th e s e pl a ne s w a s im p r ov i s e d w ith m a c h i ne gun s , wh i l e
th e F o ck e - Wul f 18 9 ' s and H e i nk e l 1 1 1' s a l s o h a d c a nno n . B om b s w e r e
dr o pp e d by h a nd , e x c ept fo r th e H e ink e l 1 1 1 ' s wh ich w e r e e qu ipp e d w ith
bo m b r e l e a s e a nd bo m b s i ght de v i c e s .

T h e c om m itm e nt of th e f e w a i r c r a ft s u it a bl e fo r ni ght f i gh t in g
a g a in s t th e appr o a ch in g s upp l y t r a n s p o r t s fa il e d , al th o u gh not th ro ugh a ny
l a c k of p e r s o nne l . T h e a i r c r a ft w e r e ins uff i c i e nt l y eq u ippe d w ith nav i g a -
t i ona l a ids , th e i r a r m am e nt w a s uns a t i s f ac t o r y , a nd th e p il ot s h a d no t
h a d e no u gh t r a i n ing i n f i r ing g un s . T h e ai r c ra ft w a r n ing ne t d id no t o f f e r
s uf f i c i e nt c ov e r a g e an d th e R us s ia n s a dr o i t l y ex p l o it e d th i s w e ak ne s s ,
F o r th e s e r e a s on s th e G e rm a n s h a d t o be s a t i s f i e d w ith k e e p in g th e a re a s
th r o u gh wh i ch th e R u s s i a n a i r c r aft e nt e r e d the i r t e r r it o ry un de r aurv e il -
l a nc e . T h i s w a s a ch ie v e d b y t r a c in g t h e f i e r y gl a r e o f th e e n g in e e xh a us t
unt i l th e l an d ing of th e a i r c r a ft a nd th e n bo m b i ng the l an di ng g r o un d . T h i s
p r o c e dur e w a s o n l y r a r e l y s u c c e s s f ul , b e c a us e th e pa r t i s a n s im p r o v i s e d
a n ant i a i rc r a ft de fe n s e of the l an di ng f i e l ds .

'  A t f i r s t th e y r e s p o nde d
w i th im m e dia t e a nd int e ns iv e r if l e an d m a ch ine gun f i r e ; aft e r a wh i l e ,
th e y al s o u s e d l igh t ant ia i r c r a ft gun s w it h c o n s i de r a b l e s u c c e s s . Onl y in
2 o r 3 in s t a nc e s w e r e t h e G e rm an s a bl e t o e s t a bl i s h th at th e y ha d de s t r o ye d

, R us s ia n a i r c r a ft o n th e g r o un d ,
10

T h e l s t N igh t G r o und At t a c k G r o up w a s c o m m itt e d al o ng th e
no rth e r n s e ct o r o f th e R us s ia n f r o nt , unde r th e c o m m a nd o f th e 3d A i r
D iv i s i o n , fr o m th e b e g inn in g of 19 4 3 to 6 J ul y 19 4 4 . T h e g ro up fl e w
ni gh t bo m bi ng m i s s i on s a ga in s t ne a r b y t a r get s s u ch a s t r oo p a s s e m bl i e s ,
t a nk - s t a g i ng a r e a s , m o to r - v eh ic l e c o l urn ns , a nd a rt il l e r y po s i t i o n s .
O r i gina l l y de s i g nat e d a s a nu i s a nc e bo m b ing g r oup , th e gr o up w a s
e q u ipp e d w i th inf e r i v r a n d p a rt l y una r m e d s ch o ol a nd t r a i n i ng a i r c r a ft
a nd a nt iquat e d c l o s e r e c o nna i s s a nc e pl a ne s , a n d c oul d th e r ef o r e be e m -
p l o y e d a ga ins t th e s e t a r ge t s on l y b y n i gh t . Wh e n pa r t i s an a c t iv i t i e s i n
th e im m e diat e r e a r o f th e c o m ba t z o ne , e s p e c i al l y in th e pa r t i s a n- inf e s t e d

'  E dit o r ' s N ot e : T h e e ffe c t iv e ne s s o f a nt i a i r c r a ft fi r e by th e
pa r t i s a ns w a s th e r e s u l t bo th o f an ev e r - inc r e a s in g s upp l y of a nt ia i r c r a ft
w e a pon s a nd th e Ge r m a n t e nde nc y t o u s e s l o w , ob s ol e s c e nt a i r c r a ft .
We inbe r g , Th e R ol e o f A i r po w e r , p . 38 .
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c om m itm e nt at e n e m y po int s o f m a in a ir e f fo r t i n a c c o r da nc e w i th G e r -

  m a n a i r a n d r a i l r o a d c ap a b il i t i e s . T h e s e de ta ch m e nt s w e r e ins t r um e nta l

  i n s c o r ing th e gr e at e s t num be r o f n i gh t k i l l s ; b ut th e i r num b e r w a s in -
,

s uff i c i e nt t o a ch ie v e m o r e th a n v e r y l im i t e d l o c a l c o v e r a g e .
1 3

D e c e pt iv e M e a s ur e s .
T h e s m a l l U Z, a s l ow but m a n e uv e r abl e a i r -

c r a ft , u s e d by th e R us s ia n s to c a r r y s uppl i e s int o a r e a s c l o s e t o th e f r o nt ,

w a s s u i ta b l e fo r n i gh t m i s s io n s b e c a u s e th e G e rm a n ni gh t f igh t e r s c o ul d

n o t e a s il y s ho o t it dow n . M o r e ov e r , i t c o ul d t ak e o ff f r o m a nd l a nd o n

s rn a l l a i r s t r ip s th at c ou l d b e fo u nd in gr e at num be r . It co ul d al s o l and

o n s k i s wh e r e v e r s uch l a ndi n g s w e r e po s s ibl e . Th e s e a ir s t r ip s w e r e

k now n t o th e G e r m a n A ir F o r c e a nd ne w one s c oul d r ap idl y b e ide at if i e d

b y a i r r e c o nna i s s a n c e un it s . T h e Sov i e t c o m m and , h o w ev e r , di d no t h av e

t o m ak e fr e q ue nt s w it c h e s in la n di ng , s upp l y , o r a ir dr op f i e l d s b e c au s e

th e G e r m a n g r ou nd fo r c e s w e r e t o o w ea k t o s e i z e th e m a nd th e G e r m a n

ni gh t fi gh t e r s w e r e no t v e r y e ff e c t iv e in att a ck in g th e m .

B y c o n s t a nt s ur v e i l l an c e th e G e r m a n c om m an d s om e ti m e s

s uc c e e de d in i de nt i f y in g th e s i gna l m a rk e r s o n l an din g gr o und s . N i ght

f i ght e r and r e c o nna i s s a nc e a i r c r aft p r ov i de d dat a fo r de c e pt iv e m e a s ur e s

t o m i s l e a d R u s s ia n s upp l y a i r c r a ft a pp r o a ch in g by g r ound o r i e nt at io n

m a rk e r s . A l o ng a f r e q ue nt l y u s e d R u a s ia n a i r - s upp l y r o ut e in th e S ix th

A i r F o r c e a r e a th e G e r m a n s re c onno it e r e d a l a ndi ng f i e l d at th e r e a r

bo r de r o f a n a r e a o f th e f r o nt th at w a s f i rm l y c o nt r o l l e d b y th e G e r m a n

g r o un d f o r c e s . T h i s f i e l d w a s "p r e pa r e d fo r l a ndin g , " an d o c cup ie d b y
i

a n a i r fo r c e l ia i s o n de t a c h m e nt a nd o n e l i gh t a nt ia i r c r a ft p l a to o n . On th e

b a s i s o f fr e que nt l y o bs e rv e d l a ndi ng s i gna l s at p a rt i s an a i r f i e l ds , a l i s t

o f s i g na l s w a s e s ta b l i s h e d fo r th e l ia i s o n de ta ch m e nt a n d th e n i gh t r e c o n -

n a i s s a n c e a i r c r aft th at w a s t o ob s e r v e a n d r a d i o th e p r o pe r s i gna l fo r th e

r e s p e c t iv e n i ght t o th e l ia i s o n de t a ch m e nt . Th e pe r s o nne l o f th e l a tt e r

th e r e upo n s e t up th e l a m p s in th e p r o pe r p att e r n s o th at th e app r o a ch in g

R us s ia n s upp l y t r a n s po rt s wo ul d a s s um e th a t th e y h a d a r r iv e d at de s t ina -

t io n a n d w o ul d l a nd .

T h e s uc c e s s of th i s t yp e o f de c e pt io n de p e nde d o n th e fol l ow in g :

( 1) T h e "t r ap " h a d t v b e al on g th e appr o a ch r o ut e b e c a us e th e

S ov i e t a i r c r a ft h a d s uff i c i en t m ean a o f g r o und o r ie ntat i o n t o de t e c t m aj o r

dev iat io n s f r om th e i r c o ur s e .

(2   T h e t r a p c o ul d not be to o fa r ah e a d o f th e de s t i nat io n s i nc e

th e c r e w s w o ul d not i c e m ajo r d if fe r e nc e s i n fl i gh t t im e . On th e oth e r

h a nd , i t ha d t o b e s uff i c i e nt l y fa r f r o m th e p o int o f de s t i nat io n s o th at th e

tw o s i g na l s c o u l d n ot b e s e e n s i m ul ta ne o u s l y f r om th e a i r .
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Ch apt e r V

• CON C L USION S

T h e p r e c e d i ng de s c r ipt i o n o f R us s ia n pa r t i s an w a r fa r e a g ai ns t th e
G e r m a n inv a de r s in di c a t e s th at th i s typ e of wa rf a r e i nf l i c te d h e av y dam a g e ,bo th in pe r s o n ne l an d m at e r i e l , o n th e G e r m a n A rm e d F o r c e s . It a l s o
t i e d dow n s tr o ng fo r c e s th at h a d to b e de n ie d t o th e fr o nt l ine f i gh t ia g
p r op e r . P a r t i s a n w a r f a r e m a y h av e c o nt r ibut e d c o ns ide r ab l y t o th e
G e r m an de fe a t .

T h e c o nd i t io n s wh i ch m a de the s uc c e s s ful c on duc t o f p a rt i s a n w a r -
fa r e p o s s ib l e w e r e a s fo l l ow s :

( 1) R us s i a ' s t r em e ndo u s s i z e , ba d r o a ds , a nd the m a ny po a s i -
bi l it i e s fo r h i ding in th e e x t e n s iv e fo r e s t s a nd s w a m p s th at w e r e av a il a bl e
ev e n t o l a r g e pa r t i s a n un it s ,

(Z) G e r m a n ina b i l it y t o c a ptur e th e num e r o us R us s ia n s o l di e r s ,
wh o s e un i t s w e r e d i s p e r s e d a ft e r th e ini t ia l ba t tl e s a nd th e a r m o r e d
br e a kth r o u gh s wh i ch f ol l o w e d . Th e s e m e n w e nt i nt o h i d in g b eh ind the
G e rm an l i ne s a nd r ap i dl y fo r m e d la r g e c o m ba t - e ff e c t iv e pa r t i s a n unit s .

( 3) Th e a b il it y of th e f i r s t pa rt i s a n un it s to a r m a nd equ ip- th e m s e lv e s f r om th e e n or m o us qua nt it i e s of m at e r ie l th at h a d r e m a in e d
_ o n th e bat t l e f i e l d s ; a l s o th e i r a b i l it y to l iv e of f th e l a nd ,

(4   T h e abunda nt e ne r gy a n d br uta l i ty de m o n s t r at e d by pa rt i -
s an l e a de r s o f a l l r a nk s .

( 5 ) T h e R us s ia ns ' h i gh l y dev e l op e d ab i l it y t o im p r ov i s e , th e i r
p r im it iv e ne s s an d th e i r f r ug a l i t y .

(6 ) T h e R u s s ia ns ' p at r i ot i s m , wh i ch i s s o g r e a t th at th e y w il l
m ak e an y s a c r if i c e ; the i r fa ta l i s t i c a tt it ude ; th e c o nv i c t io n , in c ul c a t e d
int o th e m , th at th e i r c o m m un i s t "a ch iev e m e nt s " w e r e e n da n ge r e d; al l
th e s e ch a r a c t e r i s t i c s c o nt r ib ut e d t o th e i r s e l f - s a c r i f i c i ng s p i r i t .

(? ) L a s t but no t l e a s t , th e fa l s e p r o pa g a nda a nd po o r t r e at -
m e nt of th e R u s s ia n c iv il i a n p o pul a t i o n by G e r m a n p o l i t i c a l l e a de r s
c r e at e d r e s i s t an c e in s t e a d o f m a int a in in g a nd e xp l o i t i ng th e a dv a nt a g e o f
th e in it i a l c o nf ide nc e d i s p l a y e d by m a ny e l e m e nt s o f th e pop ul at io n , a s
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T h is l e a d s to th e c o nv ic t io n tha t im p e d ing o r at l e a s t s t r o ngl y
h am pe r ia g a i r l if t o p e r a t i o n s w oul d ha v e s t o pp e d pa r t is a n w a r f a r e a l t o -

_ g e th e r o r w e a k e ne d it t o s u ch a n e x te nt a s t o o bv iat e it s s i gn if i c a nc e in- t h e s t r ug g l e .
* A s d e s c r ib e d in th e p r e c e din g p a g e s , th e G e rm a n s di d not

s uc c e e d i n di s rupt in g th e a i r l if t op e r a t io ns t o a de g r e e th a t w o ul d hav e
p ut th e f l o w o f p a rt i s a n s upp l i e s i n que s t io n . D e s p i t e a f e w pa r t i al s uc -
c e s s e s i n a nt i - a i r l i ft ope r at io ns , th e G e rm an s w e r e ge n e r al l y no m o r e
s uc c e s s ful in th i s f i e l d th a n in a at ipa r t i s a n w a r fa r e o n th e g r o und . Wh at
w e r e th e r e a s o n s fo r th i s fa i l ur e ?

T h e G e rm a n s ha d n e ithe r s u ff i c i e nt f i gh te r no r a nt i ai r c r a ft un it a
a t th e i r di s p o s a l p r op e r l y t o c o m bat t he R u s s i a n a ir fo r c e un it s i n the
G e r m a n r e a r a r e a s . In o r de r t o c om ba t th e s upp l y tr a a s p o r t s f l y i ng e x -
c l u s iv e l y unde r c ov e r o f da rk ne s s , th e G e r m a ns n e e de d n i ght - f i gh t e r uni t s
f o r int e r c e pt io n a nd th e ne c e s s a r y e qu ipm e nt fo r th e di r e c ti o n of int e r c e p -
t io n f r om th e g r oun d. Suc h a ux i l ia r y m e a s ur e s a e h av e be e n de s c r ibe d
c a us e d a c e r ta in am o unt o f di s r upt io n , but di d not l e a d t o a ny de c i s iv e
s uc c e s s be c a us e th e "a ux i l i a r y un it s " h a d ne ith e r th e p l a n e s no r th e t r a in -
ing , no r w e r e th e re e n o ugh o f t he m . E ff o r t s to h am pe r th e R us s ia n a ir -
l if t op e r at io ns b y a tt a ck i ng t ak e - o ff a n d l and in g f i e l ds in p a r t i s a n - he l d
a r e a s c o ul d b e c a r r i e d out o n ly by e m e r g e nc y ua it s a nd w e r e th e r e f or e
do o m e d to f a i l ur e . Co m b at uni t s w e r e ur ge nt l y n e e de d in th e c o m bat
z o n e it s e l f and c o ul d b e m a de av a i l a bl e o nl y o c c a s io na l l y a nd th e n o nl y fo r
nu i s a nc e r a i ds .

T h e c o m m a nd f o r ant ipa r t i s a n ope r at io n s w a s un s a t i s fa c t or y a n d
i nef f e c t iv e b e c a us e no t op - l e v e l s t a ff w a s in ch a r ge o f th e A rm y a nd A ir
F o r c e e l em e nt s , th e SS a nd po l i c e fo r c e s , th e c o unt e r int e ll i g enc e , and
oth e r un it s us e d f o r a nt ip a r t i s a n o p e r at io ns . A l th o ugh th e Ge r m a ns w e r e
a w a r e of c e r t a in R us s i a n pr e pa r at io n s fo r p a r t i s an w a rf a r e e v e n b e fo r e
th e o ut br e ak o f h o s t i l i t i e a , no t im e l y pr epa r at io ns w e r e m a de e x c ept fo r
th e a ct iv a t i o n of A r m y s e c ur i ty di v i s i on s t o p r ot e c t th e l ine s o f c o m m uni -
c at io n a nd the o r ga n i z at io n o f s p e c ial SS a nd p o l i c e fo r c e s . B ut no in d i -
v i dua l o r s t a ff w a s r e s po ns ib l e f o r th e ov e r - a l l c om m an d o f a nt ipa r t i s a n
op e r a t i o ns . Wh e r e a s th e R us s ia n s h a d p ut on e m a n in ch a r g e o f th e e nt i re

th e e x t e nt t h e y di d wh i l e o pp o s in g th e G e rm a n s . Int e r di c t i on in th e l at e r
s t a ge s w o ul d r e duc e th e p a rt i s a n s t o m il it a r y im pot e n c e if th e i r at o r e s
w e r e s im ul t a ne o u s l y aubj e ct e d t o a i r att a ck " (G e rh a r d We i ab e r g , Th e
R ol e o f A i r po w e r in P a r t i s a n Wa r fa r e . A i r R e s e a r ch a nd De v e l opm e nt

_C om m a nd . H um an R e s ou r c e s R e s e a r ch In s t it ut e /
_

P r oj e c t "A l e x and e r " /
.19 54. N o . 6 , v o l . 3 , 39 ) .

* E dit o r 's N ot e : T h i s v i ew of th e v i ta l ro l e of a i r pow e r in R us s i a n
p a rt i s a n w a r f a r e i s ful l y s uppo rt e d by We inbe r g , T h e R o l e o f A i rpo w e r ,
pp . 4 0 - 4 2 . 4 3

•
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Ch apte r I

1. L t . G e n . (R et . ) Ka r l A l l m e nd in g e r , "D e r e r s t e Z us a m m e n s t o s s

m i t P a r t i s a n e n" (Th e F ir s t E nc o unt e r W it h P a rt i s a ns ) , in L t . G e n .
(R e t . ) H a n s v o n G r e if fe nbe r g , P a r t i s a ne nk a m p f (P a rt i s a n Co m b at ) ,
A ppe n di x 1 (h e r e ina ft e r c it e d a s , D e r e r s t e Z us a m m e n s to s s . . . ) .
K a r l s r uh e D o c um e nt C o l l e c t io n , G V I 9 . S e e al s o E n gl i s h v e r s i on
in USAR E U R H i s t o r i c a l D iv i s io n , F M SB , M S #P - 0 6 0 e .

2 . B r i g . G e n .
(R et .

) G us tav v o n B e c h to l s h e im , S i ch e r un g de r r ue c k -

w a e rt i g e n V e r b i ndun ge n im O s t e n b e i de r H e e r e s gr upp e M itt e im
R a um B a r a no w i c z e - M in s k -B o r i s ov und w e s t l i ch un d no e r dl i c h v o n
B  a ns k v o m 1 S e pt e m be r 19 4 1 b i s M i tt e F e br ua r 19 4 3 (S e c ur it y o f

R e a r Co m m uni c at i o n s in th e E a s t b y A r m y C e nt e r in th e A r e a

B a r a nov ic h i - M in s k - B o r i s ov an d W e s t and N o r th o f B r y a ns k f r o m
1 Se pte m b e r 19 4 1 t o th e M i ddl e of F e br ua r y 19 4 3) , pp . 3- 5 . K a r l s -

r uh e D o cum e nt Co l l e c t i o n , G V I 9 . S e e al s o E ngl i s h v e r s ion in
' USA R E U R H i s to r i c a l D iv i s i o n , F M SB , M S # D - 10 2 .

3. Ib i d . , pp .
6 - 7 .

4 . H a n s G ue n i ch , D ie Y e r s o r gung de r B a nde n an de r O s tf r o nt dur ch
•

d ie R u s s e n a uf de m L uftw e g e und M a ss nah m e n , di e d ie de ut s ch e
L uft w a ffe g e t r o ff e n h a t um die ae V e r s o r g un g zu y e rh inde r n (T h e
A i r Supp l y o f P a r t i s a n s by  •th e   R us s ia n s on th e E a s t e r n F r ont a n d•
th e Co unt e r m e a s ur e s T ak e n by the G e r m a n A ir F o r c e ) .

5 . A l lm e ndin g e r , "D e r e r s t e Zu s a m m e n s to s s . . . , " A pp e ndi x 5 .

6 . B r i g . G e n . H e l l m uth R e i nh a r dt , R us a i a ch e L uftl a nde op e r a t io ne n
(R u s s ia n G l i de r Op e r a t io n e ) . K a r l ar uh e Do c um e nt C ol l e c t io n ,
G V I 2 d . S e e E ngl i s h v e r s io n in USA R E U R H i s to r i c al D iv i s io n ,
F MS B , MS #P - 1 16

.

7 . Lt. Col . He l lm uth v on Kr e i del , "Ja gd auf Gr is ch in" (Th e P ur s uit

of Gr i s ch in), Wehrkunde , No . 10, 19 56.

8. Ibid.

9. Ibid.

10 . A l lm e n din g e r , "D e r e r ete Z u s arn m e n s t o s s . .   , " A pp e ndi x 4 .
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4 .
(c ont 'd )
19 4 1 to th e M i ddl e o f F eb r ua r y 19 4 3) , p • ? • K a r l s r uh e D o c um e nt

Co l l e c t io n , G V I 9 .
S e e al s o E n gl i sh t r aa s l at io a ia USA R E UR

•
H i s to r i c a l D iv i s i on , M S   D - 102 .

,
5 , L e tt e r f r om L t . G e n .

(R e t .
) A l b e r t P r a un to t he a uth v r , dat e d

  8 M a y 19 56
.

6
. Inf o r m a t i on o bta ine d b y th e a uth o r fr om L t . Co l . H e l lm uth v on

K r e ide l o n 2 0 Ju ne 19 56 .

? .
H an s Gu e n ich , D ie V e r s o r gun g de r B a nde n a n de r O s tf r o nt du r ch

d i e R us s en auf de m Luftw e e un d M a s s- nah m en , d i e d ie de ut s ch e

L uftw aff e g e t r o ff e n h at . . .
(T h e A i r Suppl y of P a r t i s a n a by th e

R u s s i a n s o n th e E a s te r n F r o nt a nd th e Co unt e r m e a s u r e s T ak e n

by th e G e r m an A i r F o r c e ) , p . 4 . Ka r l s ruh e D o c um e nt Co l l e c t io n ,
G V I 9 .

8 . N e it z e l , S i ch e r un g de r r u e c k w a e r t ig e n . . . , pp .
2 8 - 2 9 •

9 ,
Oh l e t z , D ie L uftv e r s o r gung . . . , p .

2 •

10 . L e tt e r f r o m P r a un , 8 M a y 19 56
.

1 1. N e it z e l , S i ch e r ung de r r ue ckw a e r t i ge n . . . , pp •
27 - 2 8 •

•

12 .
Ib i d . , p . 54 .

1 3. Ib i d. , p . 2 6 .

14 . D ur i ng 19 4 3- 4 4 , i n th e a r e a of A r m y G r oup So uth , a r e gul a r a i r

s e rv i c e w a s e s t a bl i s h e d in th e p l a t e a u a r e a of the Ya i l a M o unt a in s

( 36) i n th e C r im e a , wh e r e th e R u s s ia ns w e r e s a i d t o ha v e l a nde d

ev e n tw i n - e ng ine a i r c r aft . T he y h ad r e c o nn oit e r e d s ev e r a l nat ur al

l a nd in g s t r ip s , wh e r e the y h a d s et up dim l y l it fl a r e path s s o th at

th e s upp l y a ir c r a ft c o ul d l a n d . K r a fft v o n D e l l m e n s in ge n ,
L uftv e r s o r gun g y o n B a nde n w a eh r e nd de s 2 We l tk r i e ge s .

( A i r

Supp l y of P a r t i s a n s Du r in g W o r l d Wa r II) . K a r l s r uh e Do c um e nt

Co l l e c t i o n .

1 5 . B r i g . G e n . H e l l m uth R e inh a r dt , R us s i s c h e L uft l a nde op e r a t io ne n

(R u s s ia n G l ide r Ope r at io n s ) , P a rt I.
K a r l s r uh e Do c um e nt C o ll e c -

t i on , G V I 2 .
Se e E ngl i ah t r a n s l at io n in USAR E U R H i s t o r i c al

D iv i s io n , MS   P - 1 16 .
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4 ,
E n gl i s h t r a n ala t i on o f , D . K a rov a n d V . V o l zh a n in , D i e V e r s o r g un g

v o n P a r t i s a ne inh e i t e n w a eh r e nd de s K r i e e s 19 4 1- 4 5 (T h e Suppl y

o f P a r t i s an U n it s D ur in g the Wa r o f 19 4 1- 19 4 5K a r l s r uh e D o c u -•
m e nt Co l l e c t io n , G V I 9 . In USA R E UR H is t o r i c a l D iv i s io n ,
MS   P - 12 5, pp. 18 - 20 ,

5, H e r m a nn G oe r in g , A u s w i rk ung de r   u ft w aff e auf de n P a rt i s a n e n -

k r ie (E ff e c t o f th e G e r m a n A i r F o r c e o n th e Wa r o n th e P a r t i s a ns ) ,

Int e r nat i ona l M il ita r y T r i buna l , v o l . IX , p . 36 0 (G e r m a n e dit io n ) .
Se e a l s o K a rl s r uh e D o c um e nt Co l l e c t io n , G V I 9 .

6
. H a n s G ue n ich , D ie V e r s o r gun g de r B a nd e a an de r O s tf r o nt durh

d ie R u s s e n auf de m L uftw e e und M a s s nahm e n , d i e d ie de ut s ch e

L uft w a f fe e t  r
_

o ff en ha t . . . (T h e A ir Suppl y o f P a r t i s a n s by th e

R us s ia n s o n t h e E a s t e r n F r o nt a nd th e Count e r m e a s u r e s T ak e n by

th e G e r m a n A ir F o r c e ) , p . 9 .

7 , B ue l o w i us , V e r s o r gun g de r B a n de n a n de r   s t f r o nt du r ch di e R u BSe n

Su 1 of th e P a r t i s a n Un it a o n th e E a s t e r n F r ont b y th e R us s ia( PP Y
K a r l s r uh e Do c um e nt C ol l e c t i o n , G V I 9 .

8 . L ett e r fr o m L t . Co l .
(R e t . ) H e l lm ut h K r e ide l to th e a uth o r , dat e d

2 0 J une 19 56 .

9 , L e tt e r f r o m L t . Ge n . (R e t . ) D e i ch m a nn to th e auth o r , dat e d
• 2 6 J une 19 56 .

10 . P unz e r t , R e po r t t o th e aut ho r , dat e d 9 Se pt e m b e r 19 4 6 ,
B ek a e m pf un g de r P a rt i s a ne nfl ugp l a e t z e a u s de r L uf t (A ir A tt a ck a

o n P a r t i s a n A i r f i e l ds ) .

1 1. Z e ch i e l , R e p o r t t v th e a uth o r , dat e d 1 S e pt e m b e r 19 56 , an d

s uppl e m e nt a r y in f o r m at io n o n D i e N a cht s ch l a cht gr uppe 1 im

E ins at z   e n P a r t i s a ne n (T h e F ir s t N i ght A tt a ck G r oup i n Op e r a -

t io ns A g a in s t P a r t i s a n s ) .

12 . K r a f ft v on D e l lm e n s in ge n , L uftv e r s o r gun g v on B a nde n w a eh r e nd

de s 2 W e l tk r i e ge s (T h e A ir Suppl y of P a r t i s an s Du r ing Wo rl d Wa r

II).

1 3 .
L e tt e r fr om L t . Co l . H e l m uth M ah lk e t o th e a uth o r , da t e d 2 ? Jul y

19 56 .
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T ippe l s k ir ch , Kurt v o n , G e s ch ich t e de e Zw e it e n W e l tk r i e ge s . B o an ,

A th e na e um V e r l a g , 19 5 1.

P e r io di c al s :

G o l z , H e r b e r t , "E r f ah r un g e n a u e de m K am pf g e g e n B a nde n" (E x -

p e r i e n c e s in th e St r ug gl e A g a in s t t he P a r t i e an a ) , W eh rk unde ,
N o. •4 , 19 55.

K r e ide l , H e l m uth , "P a rt i s a n enk a m pf in M itt e l r us s la nd" (T h e P a r t i -

s a n Wa r i n C e nt r a l R u s s i a }, W eh rkunde , N o . 9 , 19 5 5.

T e s k e , H e r m a nn , P a r t i s an e n ge g e n E i s e nb ah n" (P a rt i s a n s A ga in s t„
We h r w is s e n s ch a ft l i ch e R unds c ha u , N o . 10 , 19 5 3.th e R a i l r o a ds   ,

Qth e r S o ur c e s :

A lm e ndi ng e r , K a r l , "D e r e r s t e Zue a m m e n s to s s m it P a r t i e a ne n"
•

(T h e F ir s t E nc o unt e r w i th P a r t i s a n s ) in L t .
G e n . H a n s v o n

G r e i ff e nb e r g , P a r t i s a ne nka m pf (P a r t i s an C o m ba t ) . K a r l a r uh e

D o c um e nt Co l l e c t io n , G V I 9 . Se e al s o E ngl i s h t ra n s l a t i o n in

USA R E U R H i s t o r i c a l D iv i s i o n , M S #P - O6 0 e .

B e ch t o l s h e im , G us t av v o n , S i ch e r ung de r r ue c kw a e r t i g e n V e= -
dun e n im O s t e n b e i de r H e e r e s g r upp e M itt e im R_

B a r a no w i c z e - M in s k - B o r i s ov und w e
_

s t l i c h und no e r dl i ch v o n

B r y a ns k v om 1 S e pt em b e r 194 1 b i s M_ F e_ 194 3 (S e c u r i -

t y fo R e a r Com m uni c a t i o ns in th e E a at b y A r m y G r o up Ce nte r

in th e A r e a B a r a nov i ch i - M in s k - B o r i s ov an d W e at an d N o r th o f

B r y a ns k f r o m 1 S e pt e m b e r 19 4 1 t o th e M iddl e o f F e br ua r y 19 4 3) .
K a r l s r uh e D o c um e nt C ol l e c t io n , G V I 9 . S e e al s o E ngl i sh t r an s -

l a t i o n in USA R E UR H is t o r i c a l D iv i s io n , M S   D - 102 .

B ue l o w iu s , V e r s o r g un g de r B a
_

nd e n
,

a n de r O s t= dur ch di e

R u a s e n (Suppl y o f th e P a rt i e an Un it s on th e E a s t e r n F r o nt by

th e R u s s ia ns ) . K a r l s r uh e D o c um e nt Co l l e c t i o n , G V I 9 .
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Oh l e t z , We r n e r , D i e L uf tv e r s o r gung v o n B a nd e n a uf de m r us s i e ch e n
K r i e g s e ch a up l at z (Th e A ir S upp ly of P a r t i s a n s in th e R us s ia n

• Th e a t e r ) . Ka r l s ruh e D o c um e nt Col l e c t io n , G V I 9 .

P l o ch e r , H e r m a nn , D e r F e l d z u im O s t e n , V i e r t e s B uch (or i gi nal

G e r m a n m a nu s c r ip t ) (T h e Ca m p a i gn in th e E a s t ) , B o o k F o ur .
K a r l s r uh e Do c um e nt Co l l e c t io n .

R e inh a r dt , H e l lm uth , R u a s i e ch e L uft l a nde ope r at ion e n (R u s s i a n
Gl ide r Op e r a t io n a ) . K a r l s r uh e D o c um e nt Co l l e c t io n , G V I 2

.
S e e E n gl i s h t r a n s l at i o n in U SA R E U R H is t o r ic a l D iv i s i o n , F M SB ,
M S   P - 1 16 .

D e ut s ch e M a s s nahm e n z u r Ir r e   u eh r ung r u s s i c he r F l ug z e ug e b e i

de r B a nde nv e r s o r g un g (S t e p s T ak e n by the G e r m a n s t o D e c e iv e

th e R us s ia n A ir c r a ft Supp l y in g th e P a r t i s a n s ) , a n e x t r a c t f r o m
Co r p s Or de r 10 0 , H e a dq ua rt e r s , II F lak Co r p s , S e ct i o n Ia ,
B o ok N o . 1 13 / 4 2 , 2 8 M a r ch 19 42 . K a r l s r uh e Do c um e nt Co l l e c -
t i o n , G V I 9 .

B e r i ch t de r l e i ch t e n F l ak abt e i l un g 7 1 ue b e r Kam pfta e t i gk e it g e g e n
F a l l s ch i r m r und P a rt i e a ne n (R ep o r t o f th e 7 1s t L i ght A nt i -

a i r c r a ft A rt i l l e r y B at ta l io n on Co m b a t Ope r a t io n s A ga i ns t P a r a -
t r o op e r s a nd P a rt i s a n s ) , dat e d 15 F e b r ua r y 194 2 . Ka r l s r uh e
D o c um e nt Co l l e c t io n , G V I 9 .•
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AP P ENDIX NO. 2

 
L LST OF GA F M ON OGR A P H P R OJ E C T ST U D IE S

I. P ubl i s h e d

  Study No. T it l e

16 ? G e r m a n A ir F o r c e A ir l i ft Op e r a t i on s

1? 3 T h e G e r m a n A i r F o r c e G e ne r a l S ta ff

  17 5 Th e R us s i a n A ir F o r c e in th e E y e s o f G e r m a n Com -
m a n de r s

17 7 A i rp ow e r an d R us s i a n P a r t i s a n F o r c e s

16 9 H i s to r i c al T ur n ia g P o int e in th e G e r m a n A i r F o r c e VPa r
E ff o r t

II. To B e P ubl i sh e d

1 50 T h e G e r m a n A i r F o r c e in th e Sp a n i s h Wa r•

151 Th e G e r m a n A i r F o r c e in P ol a nd

152 T h e G e rm a n A i r F o r c e in F ra nc e a nd th e L ow Co unt r i e s

15 3- 5 5 T h e G e rm a n A i r F o r c e v e r s u s R u s s i a

1 56 T h e B a tt l e o f B r i ta in

1 57 Op e r a t io n Se a L io n

1 58 - 6 0 T h e G e rm an A ir F o r c e v e r s us th e A l l i e s in th e Vhe s t

16 1 Th e G e r m an A i r F o r c e v e r s u s the A l l i e s ia th e
M e di t e r r a ne a n

,
16 2 T h e B att l e of C r e t e

16 3 & 16 5 G e r m a n A ir F o r c e Cl os e S upp o rt and A i r Int e r d i c t i o n
Op e r a t io n s
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-

   , _ - .
St udy N o. T it l e

_ 19 0 T h e O r ga ni z at i o n o f t h e G e r m a n A ir F o r c e H i  
_ Co m m a nd a nd H i gh e r E ch e l o n H e a dq ua r te r s w i th in

t he G e r m a n A ir F o r c e

19 4 D e v e l oprn e nt o f G e r m an A nt ia i r c r a ft W e a po n s a nd
E q uipm e nt up to 19 4 5

E x t r a T h e R a di o Int e r c e pt S e rv ic e of th e G e r m a n A i r F o r c e

, Study

;

'  

i
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