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B . OHGA TI ZATI U21 AhTD CHAI I S 0  ' CUh I  .AIdD ( a dv an c e d s t a g e } 1 98

1 . kadio Intercept 5ervice aa Separate  ivision of

Air Signal Corps 1 8
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5 I s 2v'AL Ur'i `I CLt  , AI LC Iv:I iJI ST tY , Br' Ai 1 .;  3 .  

Ea r l y i n h:ay 1 9 34 1 ::Aj or i  a r t i n   , Ch i e f o f t h e Ai r Br a n c :  ,
Sign l S

•
S i g na l S e r v i c e , i  e i c h Ai r ; :i n i s t r y (    h e f d e r Ab t , hA/ NVW,

Khhl ) e s t a bl i s h e d  :ri t h i n h i s b r a,n c h a S e c t i on I I I ( i  a di o ) un d e r

. ,iajor Lindner (xet.
) whicn indluded a  ab-Section IIIc (Ra-

d i o I n t e r c e pt i on ,   :i r k'or c e ) un d e r   a pt a i n Go t t s  chl i n g ( i  e t .
)

.

Un 1 July 1937 5ub-:ection IIIc of the Air Branch ,   Q  x

Sign :.
l : ervice (at the time Branch 7 of the Air Force General

 

S t a f f ) wa s r c o r g a n i z e d i n Su b- Se c t i o n I I I c - 1 4 n de r , Ta j or

Gottschling , 3nd Uub-Section IIIc-2 linder  aptain Immisch .The

latter pf these two sub-sections became the central proeessing

and deciphering age  cy h:::ndling all intercept messages and

reports received froa the various field agencies . It was

mov   : ou t of t h e i  e i c :  t , i r P . :i n i s t r y o f f i c e s t o pr e mi s e s a t

Lehrter  ail Bepot,  erlin . Sub-Section IIIc-1 ret .ined the

Ch i - St e l l e b e i  ::h e f i1V'N- i 'tLIr1/ Ch e f hTV ti'Y Ab t . 3 ( Ch i .
)

.
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(4} reaponsibilitie® of the former Sub-Section IIIc for develap-

; ment of the Intercept Bervice, pereonnel .replacemente .
train-

ing, organization , and operations and remained in premieee at

 the xeich Air Minietry in Berlin.

In 1938 the two eub-aections Were consolidated to form

the Chryp ographic Center under Captain Immisch and moved to

premises in the  ̀riedrichatrasee close to the xeieh 11r Yini-

stry. The newly established section had no receiving and

DF installatione of its own . On 1 July 1938 Captain Kohl-

morgentook over the Cryptographic Center which was then de-

'  Radi o
ei gnat e d Rei ch Ai r I  i ni s t ry , Chi ef Si gnal Of f .i cer

Cryptographic Center(RhM Chef NVW/1 ,i.Chi
) and in the next

year was redeeignated Branch 3 (Cryptographic ) ( b  Chef

NV  I Abt 3 ( Chi ) ) .

2. Statue in the Summer of 1939. Following the develop-

 
mente of foreign policy in 1938 and the establiahment of the

Protectorate of Bohemia and  oravia on 15  arch 1939 the ten-

dency of futnre military-politiaal developmente appeared to

indicate that  'ritain also must be counted as a future enemy

' in the event of any war.
i _
  Conaequently, the 8adio Intercept 5ervice, operating at

the time under cirewmscribed miaeiona in permanently located
 I

intercept etatione de®ignated for purpoaee o  concealment ae

. Radio Weather Report Reeeiving Stations., was reorganised and

 
 
 .
S •
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3

5 consolidated to operate irl co..form
ity with the new pattern of

probable future enemy powers .

3 . Operating Areas and Na ssions.

Units Areas Covered  Iissio

Ar e a ilo r t hwe s t

Weather Stations Britain , Belgium , Intercept radio

in Second Air Holland , venmark , communications

Fleet Command Skandinavia

Zone

Weather Stations Area y est & South

in Third Air France w/North African as above
Fleet Command Colmnies , Iberian Pe-
Zone ninsula , Italy

Weather Statione Area Sou theast 
of Fourth Air Balkans , Turkey as above

Fl e e t  %omma n d pl u s i n di v i du a l l y

Zone assigned missions

3gainst Russia &

Poland

Weather Stations Area East

of First Air Russia , Poland , as above .
Fleet Command peripheral

Zone States

: 'e a t h e r Re por t i n g 
 'o carry out the reorganization a central kadio  ontrol Sta-

tion was newly established in each air fleet command zone.

The mission of the new control stations was in each case to

ineure uniformity of operations b  all intercept stations with

in its a.
ir fleet zone in r spect of the areas covered and to

consolidate all intercept results obtained .
In this way the

the Cryptographic  enter at the 0 'fice of the Chief Signal

Ufficer r°ceived from each s'ach control station the consoli-

dated reports of its individual stations, the only exception

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

4

6 being wheil, ir  individual cases , important intercepts were

reported directly to the Cryptographic Cen ter for urgent rea-

sons .
+ All decipherin; an   interpretation , however , was hand-

led centrally , althou h the individual inter :ept stations

a l s o wi t :n  ; o oc i r e s u l t s h a rld l e d t h e i n t e r pr e t a t i on f or t h e i r

local purposes in addition to their normal processing respon-

sibilities .

4 . Organization .

: .G:  I TOri I NG Ah LA :  AST

unit Stationed  .
t

 
F i r s t Ai r Fl e e t a3     .g l         :       .        Z 

i;ontrol Station Pulsnitz/ axony
'Pre a t h e r S t e.t i on 11 Br   s l a u ( a t mob i l i z a t i on

transferre i to Fourth Air Fleet Con-t r ol S t a t i on a s   Ye a t h e r S t a t i on 2 4
" " 21 Deutsch-Krone, East Pomeran '
" " 16   obbelbude , near Koenigs-Redesignated 11 at mobi- berg , Eastern Prussia

lization .

: _OI II l̂ _:  I N  ARLA  TORTi  rVL' ST

:  e c on d Ai r Fl e e t
S Con t r ol S t a t i on Te l g t e/ '  'e s t ph a l i a , n e a r   :u e n -

ster
'oYeather Station 12 Telgte

 Ve a t h e r S t a t i on 2 2 Hu s um- i ii l s t e d t

i :uAI TGy  I r1  AH  A wV  ST & S    UTH

Th i r d Ai r F l le e t Ob e r h a c h i n b - v e i s e r h of en , n e a r
Control Station :!:unich

Weather  tation 13 Qberhaching-Deisenhofen

" " 23 Baden-B den (durin  war to
Kressbronn , hake Constance)

" " 33 Trier-Petersberg , moved to  lainz-Gi n s r_e i m b e f or e t h e wa r

1 . See Appendix to Chapter 11 , A : "Anweisung der 'N.-Zeit. 1
bezueglich Abfassung der h-technischen Berichte v .5.

6 .39 ."2 . Then to Kerema ,Brittany . See Chapter 11 ,B ,IV , Item 2b ,
and 2e ,

(6 ) and (S )   or details on Station 23,Kressbronn
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$ MONITORING AREA SOUTHEAST

Fourth Air Fleet
Control Station Vienna

Weathe  Station 14 Wien-Hirechstetten

Special Purposee Budapeet-I  tyasfoeld (during
Weather station war to Conatan$a, Ruman.ia

)

II. DEVEZBPMENT DUBINQ THE WAR.

1. Crypto$raphic Center, HQ Air Force Hi h Command - III
8adio Intercept Battalion , AF Headguartere Si fial
egiment.

a. The mobilization Headquarters and Wartime B isaion

of the Cryptographic Center. At mobilization the Cryptogra-

phic Center moved to premiaes in the etable buildings of the

 
new palace at Potedam (B aretall-Neuea Palais, Potsdam) in the

vicinity of Command Post Wildpark of the Comma,nder in Chief of

the Air Force an
d was redesignated CINC AF gryptographic Cen-

ter (Chi-Stelle Ob.d.L .
} Correeponding with its wartiime mie-

sion it was expanded. The center consolidated all data arriv-

ing fram the germanently plaaed and the motorized intercept
'

unite and interpreted it for use   the Air Force Operation®  

Staff. It aleo cooperated with the Army Intercept Service,

the Navy Obaervation Service, and the Joint Military High Com+

mand Intercept C enter.

b. Organization and Special D iaeione. The Crypto-

graphic Center remained organized in a Proceseing Branch ataff-

ed by procese ng person.nel and tranelators for all areas cov-

ered, a epecial DF Processing Branch, and a large Deciphering
Branch.
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  The Processing Branch, as its principal areae, dealt with

all

all material on France and her colonies, Britain , America,

Russia, Poland, and ae ita subeidia y areas Italy, the Balkana,

Skanddnavia and the Baltic States. The deciphered meseagee

received from the Deciphering Branch , under Chief Deeoder

Voegele, were interpreted for useful information and aleo

aerved etatistical purposes. The codea deciphered vrere made

available to units on line.

The intercept services organic to the air fleeta through

_
their radio reporting, radio locating and the local proceesing

 ' decodi meaea ea
and in some caees   }s=sa

=
  of the i €

$
thus obtained

provided a basis for radio intelligence activitiee. In most

cases, a final proeeseing and interpretttion , in particular

for higher level operational purposes, was only possible at

the Cryptographic  enter of'the Commander in Chief of the lir

c di ersonnel and  Force. Only this center had adequate de o ng p

only it was in the position to consolidate the reportB of a

number of sir fleets and to interpret the overall reeults.

c. Egpanaion of the III Battalion (Radio Intercept)

of the CII C Headquarters Signal "egiment . Another meaeure

taken wae the r®organi ation of the Gryptographic Center ,

which at mobilisation had moved out of the Aeich , ir Minietry

to premises at Potsdam
3in the immediate vicinity of the bar-

racke of the CINC HQ .Signal
Regiment , a® a field unit by

integrating it with the III Battalion of that regiment.
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7
10 The battalion now contained the following units :

(1 ) Battalion HQ at Potsdam ,
3C0: Captain Kohlmorgen , Ad-

jutant: lst Lieutenant F obisch , replaced in Plo-
vember or liecember 1939 by  aptain Hensel

(2
(2   ryptographic  enter ,

(see above), stationed at Yotsdam
3

C0 : Ca otain Kohlmorgen

( 3 ) 9 t h ( l  t z ) lta d i o I n t e r c e pt Company , a c t i v a t e d a t t h e
regiment'e barracks in Potsdam=Eiche , Company Com-
mander : let Lt. Boehme

(4) lOth ( tz) Radio Intercept Company , also activated at
the regime it's barracks, Company Commander : lst
Lt. Hellwig , also assigned: 2d Lt, l oisel and lst
L t . .4  ey er

Each of these intercept companies comprised a company head

quarters and two motorized intercept platoons. The companies

were formed from the peacetime intercept platoons of the 2d•

Radio and Intercept Company of the Air (r Itz) Trainin,; and Ex-

perimental Regiment, stationed at KoethenjAnhalt, and of the

6th nadio Intercept Uompany , CI1 rC HQ (b̀:tz) Air Signal  attalion .

the motorized intercept  a  as  platoon of the Training and Ex-

perimental  egiment Was integrated with the 9th Company of the

- CI I ;C HQ Ai r Si gn a l l   e   ,i men t .

The CIt C H;  Air Signal Lattalion , stationed in the General

'  ever Caserne at Potsdam-Eiche and commanded by h  utenant Co-

lonel Schneider , was expanded at mobilization to forn the CIhTC

Hc  Ai r Si on a l ``e g i me n t un de r ria j or ( x e s e r v e } Ru s c hk e .

11 '1'°he two intercept companies were cammitted in cancentra-

tion at the front, initially one    the western and one in

the eastern theater and after conclusion of the campaign in
3. See p. 5, above.
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11 Poland both in the western theater .  ̀urther details are given

under the headings First , Second , and Third Air Fleets , re-

epectively .

The successive commanders of the III Battalion were sa

f ol l ows :

Until 14  arch 1940 Captain Kohlmorgen (t en C0, III Radio

Intercept Battalion, 3d Air Signa.l
 egiment)

1 April-Augu at 1940 (Acting CG) Major Grunewald (until 30

November 1939 CO ,lOth Company , 3d Air Signal Regiment

(offi  tally designated ae  Peather Station 23) at "aden-
Baden )

Au gu s t 1 94 0 l  a j or T̀ ur m ( p e a c e t i me a s s i g nme n t : C0 , l s t Com-
• pany , CINC HQ Air Signal  attalion

4 Auguet 1940-15  arch 1941 ll ajor IIlrich (formerly C0 ,
lOth Company , 3d Air Signal 11egiment and killed in

action at Stalingrad in 1942)

Approximately mid-1942 to end of war bia,jor
(later Zieuten-

ant Colonel) Friedrich, GSC.

d. Commitment of the III "attalion , CINC HQ Air Regi-

  ment and its Transfer by 5ections to France

d-1 . Transfer to  'rance. EventB at the opening of

the 1940 campaign in France revealed that the distance separst-

ing the intercept units at the weetern front (at the tim e the

area of main effort) from the  ryptographic  enter at Potsdam

was too great eo that too aerioue delays occurred in the recep-

tion and proceasing of intercepted material at the center and

in the forwarding of the reaults from the Potadam center to

the Air Force Operations Staff , which had m eanwhile dieplaced

to the western front. Furthermore, the Air Force Operations
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12 Staff insisted with pressing urgency that the Cryptographic

Center should be traneferred so as to be once again in ita

immei iate vicinity , so that it could receive the intercept

  intelligence reports as spee :ily aa possible.

For the above reasons the Headquarters ataff of the

III Battalion together with the crytographic center moved EDOm

its premises at Potsdam , under I ?a or Ulrich , to the Air Force

Operations Staff at Noisy , near Beaumont on the Oise River ,

10 October 1940
  S mi l e a mi l e s n or t h e a s t of Par i s on K$XR  :   EXZ  I , s ome

  of its elementa going to Asni res sur Uise and Diarmea , vil-

lages in the near vicinity . Up to 19 February battalion head-

quartera remained located in a number of villas in Noisy/Asnie

res together with the radio locating section .  The personnel

were also quartered in the same village. A decoding agency

was also establisjed in Noisy , but the bulk of the crypto-

  °' ra hic center and  eather Station 3 under P'a 'or Rohlmor eng P   J g  

were then transferred to Za Celle-St Clmud to the headquar-

ters staff of the battalion . This larger part of the Crypto-

graphic Center was headed by the chief of the center , Voegele,

and its responsibility was to insure that the interpreted re-
decoded

u 1 t s of         me s s a g e s       X    (c              I              

        Xf                          t  wer e f or wa r d e d s p e e di l y t o

the forward Army un ite to be translated pcDmptly into action

by their air forces. A large receiving station wae
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13 established at Viarmes. For eecurity reasons the ataff inem-

bere were in moet cases billetted in Villas or caetlea With

high surrounding Walls.

A small staff Ras left behind at rotsdam ae a second eche-

lonto serve as a supply base.
+ The Air Force Operationa Staff

was quartered at Noiay in three or four rail paesenger coachee

which served simultaneously as officee. Uaually this railway

train etood in the Noisy rail depot, coupled to a locomotive

which was conatsntly under steam to remove the train to shel-

ter in a tunnel roughly 100 yards away in the event of any 

air threat. prearranged switchboards made immediate contacte

for the telephone and Top-Secret and other teletype instrument

posaible. General  iartine, Chief Air Force Signal Officer ,

his radio consultant, hieutenant Colonel Gosewisch--who i 

at the same time controlled the intercept service, and the

  ` Commander of the CINC HQ  ignal hegiment, hieutenant Colonel

at Chambley ,
Huachke had their quartere and offices in a caetle  alf-way

b e t   reen t h e r a i l way t r a i n of t h e Commander i n Chi ef of t h e

14 Air Force and Noisy . The alleged name af the previously men-

tioned rail depot was "ha Deluge....; eo that it Was situated

farther northwest on the Beaumont/Asni res-Chambley-Bornel

+ For the itastern , aouthern and southeaatern networke.
+ on p. 9: Together with Sub-Section B 2) England, of the

CINC HQ Cryptograp ic Center.
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14 rail route.

d 2. Transfer to the Eastern Theater. With the shift

planning
of emphasia in military s oaaaa  8a to the eastern theater at

prior to
commencement of the campaign in Rusaia, Ka ar Ullrich on 21

  ebruary 1941 returned to the premisea at Potsdam/ ,arstall.

The forward Cryptographic Center for the time being remained

at Noisy/Beaumont and was transferred only gradually for com-

mitment supporting operations in the eaet.
+

At the opening of the campaign in Russia the bulk of the

  III  'attalion was in Eastern Prussia, together with the CINC

H+  Cryptographic Center, in premises in the Panzer caserne at

Goldap. The Air Foroe Operations Staff was some distance

outside of Goldap, in the Rominter Iieathlands in Command Post

Robinson . Only a emall echelon remained behind in rotsdam

under Captain Weinen , responsible for intelligence interpreta-

' tions to, gether with Captain Kobisch and Zieutenant Seichter

to handle the military personn el ,
++

e. Intercept Service Retrainin  Course for Adaptation

ff om Western to Eastern Conditions. On 16 March 1941  ajor Dr .

Ulrich was relieved of his command over the III Battalion and

transferred to Dresden-Nichern . Here he assumed command over

the  otoriaed Special Purposea Radio Intercept Battalion and

direction of the retraining course organized and controlled by

the AF CINC HQ Cryptographic Center to prepare personnel
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15 from the  eetern theater for operations in the eastern thea-

ter .
#

The pereonnel were retrained in intelligence inter re-

tation and in decoding methoda. Radio operators also receiv-

ed further training to increase their intercepting capabilitie

to a high etatue . All companiea received full motorized

equipment, having each a total of 30-40 vehicles iacluding

omnibussea equipped far the neceasary processing work . In

addition to a headquartere staff , the battalion had three or

four of theee companies (motorized), and the company command-

. ,re included Captain Joerdene and Zieutenant Thoma, the

latter killed later in Russia.
++

Starting in June 1941 the companiee were diepatched

one after the other for asaignment in the field. The battal-

ion headquarters was deactivated and the headquarters pereon-

nel aesigned to the III  'attalion , CINC gF HQ Signal Eattal-
 

ion. . On 15 June 1941 Ma or Dr. tJlrich assumed command

of t he I I I Ba t t al i on , 5t h Si gna l   'a t t al i on , i n Nor9vay .

16 2. Basic Factors Governin  the Mobilization Status of

the 8tationary and Mobilized Intercept Hsrvice Units and

hater Development of the Service.

a . Mobi l i za t i on St a t us . The  . 'ea t h er St a t i ons oP t he

Firat, Second, and Third Air Fleets together with the inter-

cept platoons of the 2d and 6th  ompanies of the lst, 2d,

and 3d Signal Regimenta were conaolidated to form one
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Footnote + , p. 11: For further details on peraonnel asaign-
ments at Noiay/Asni rea aee A III, 5, above.

Footnote ++, . 11 : For somposition of the echelons at Potsdam
and in Goldap see A , III,

(Fifth Air F eet, above.
Footnote ++,p. 12s Captain Joerdens activated the gth Company,

35th kegiment. The training course opened early
in April 1941. In Tarly June 1941 the eompany
transferred to  amo§  in Poland, and on 22 June
advanced into 8ussia as V Air Corpe 3a  sas  t
{C0 , Ritter von Greim ) Intercept Company in the
southern sector . See also B , V , Fourth Air Fleet.
Lieutenant Thoma commanded the 9th Company , 32d
 egiment . For particulara aee B , IV , Second Air
Fleet, and B , V , II Air Corpe.
The other two company commanders were Lieutenant
$  Helbig and 2d Lieutenant Krueger Acting )

.
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16 III Compan  for the III (Radio Intercept) Battalions of the

    rleadquarters Signal Regimenta of the First, Second , and

Third Air Fleets , reapectively .

Each of these III (R
.a
dio Intercept)Battalions compriaed

Battalion Headquartera
One weather ueport Control Station
9th Radio Intercept Company

l Ot h " " "

Each of these companies contained

Company Headquarters Bchelon
1 Intercept Platoon , also known as a weather atation ,
1 (Mtz) intercept Comrany.

Under the Fourth Air Fleet a III (Radio Intercept} Battalion 

was also organized for the headquartera signal regim ent. How-

ever thie battalion a18o controlled the independently opera-

ting units aseigned under the Fourth Air Fleet insofar as

their i
,n
tercept operations were concerned , the former weather

etations (now designated companiee), 1 motorized intercept

 
company activated at mobilization, and one motorized intercept

platoon , aleo organized at mobilization.

b . The Activation of Sin le-Purpose D otorized Intercept

Companies.  Aith commencement of the campaign in France the

stationary weather atations in the zone of interior were

again assigned as weather stations under the III (Radio Inter-

cept) Battaliona of the respective i e inents, and their mo-

torized intercept platoons became motorized intercept compan e

iea, each with two intercept platoons, asaigned to the
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respective III Battalions. Provisionally motorized, the

weather reporting control stations fallowed the German ad-

vance into enemy territory with the respective battalion

headquarters. The naed very aoon arose to aleo activate

special intercept companiee for the varioue air corps. Theae

were integrated, each ae a 9th Company , with the reepective

air eignal regimente as corps headquarters intercept compan-

ies. They were controlled directly by the corpe headquar-

ters and in each corpa zone were assigned particularly in

• support of the fighter control posts, but in intercept eer-

vice matters were required to cooperate with the III Battal-

ions of the respective air fleets. The numbering systeaa for

corps intercept companies wae as follows; the eaample given

being that of the 9th Qompany of the 32d  egiment:

The digit "9" denoted that the uAtt was an intercept com-
 

pa iy organic to an air corps HQ ®ignal regiment°

The digits "30" denoted an air corps aignal regiment;

The digit "2" denoted the II Air Corps, so that "32" wae
the identification number of that corpe aignal regiment.

Ae an eaample, the designation 9.
/40, denoted the 9th Com-

pany of a "30"type regiment of the   Air Corps, the "30" of
the regiment plus the number of the corpe (10) giving the
number 40.

The weather reporting control stations later became

motorized intercept companiee with the corpe identifying
,

numbers and the deeignation "proceseing company (Auswerte-

  ompan r  . "
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18 The development of the numerous theaters of aperationa

led to an enormous expansion of the Intercept Service through

the activation of new unita. On the weet front DF cbservation

units were aleo integrated with the service, a measure also

introduced in the southern and aoutheaetern theaters.

c. Further Deyelopments in hespect of the StationarY

Intercept Stations . Within the zone of interior the station-

ary intercept stations retained their importance, particular-

ly for radio locating operations, when the motorized unita

of the service moved into enemy territory. The followingi

stations remained in exietence to aupport the forcea in the

w eatern theater : Stationa W-22 Husum , ' V-12 Telgte,
+ Y-33

 a,
inz-Ginsheim , W-13 Oberhachin.g-

Deisenhofen T, Station

Y -23 Baden-Baden was tranaferred to Kerema , near Brest in

brittany and later became the intercept company of the III

_
Battalion in the zone of the Third Air Fleet. To replace

it, a new station was activated in Kreasbronn from the

f ormer at a t i on '  0- 1 23 .

On the eastern tront Station W-11 remained at Kobbel-

bude as a atationary unite of the Firet Air Fleetuntil

 astern Prmssia was evacuated . Towards the end of the

war if was redesignated 15.
/1 ., later 4 .353., and Was

+ Alth uog h Station W-12 was transferred in 1940 to Shepdael

west of  russels ,
Telgte remained an intercept poat of

this station . At the end of the war an Air Force conetruc

tion company was quartered in the premises , which now

house the Telgte hospital .
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18 tranaferred to Heilighafen in Holstein , where it remained

until the capitulation .  tation 'N-21 Deutsch-Krone diaplac-

ed f rst to Dromberg , then to Warsaw and later to Smolenak ,

and became the motorized proceaeing company of the III Bat-

talxion at Sixth Air Fleet neadquarters at Smolensk , while

Station W-24 Breslau transferred to Reichshof/Galicia , where

it remained as the lyth Company under the III battalion of

Fourth Air Fleet headquarters until German troopa evacuated

Galicia . The Air Ministry weather station at Glindow near

Werder Potsdam ceased to exist ae early as on 1 June 1939
 

and was absorbed by Station W-21 and Weather Repprting Contro

stationar
Station l . The premises of the    y in

 
ercept atation at

Pul n i t z ,      L         wer e a s s i gn e d t o St a t i on Y - 21 , We a t h e r

Intercept
Report Control Station 1 , and the Zi  Training and DF Sta-

tion of the III hattalion of First Air Fleet  'eadquarters.

•
Later it became an Army intercept station and remained in

operation as such until the end of the war . Weather Station

Y -14 Vienna released gersonnel for the reorganization of

Fou l h Air Fleet ueadquarters Battalion III, and then served

as t .e
intercept training achool for that battalion in

Premstetten near Graz .
+ The Special Purposes Weather xeport-

ing Station at  udapest , activated in 1933 , was first trans-

ferred to Conetanza , in Rumania , and then , as the 16th Com-

III
pany of the Fourth Air Fleet Headquarters  .

ttalion wae

+ See p. 18 .
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was assigned under Intercept Hattalion Southeast and trans-

ferred to Atter-See in the Salzkammergut s.rea .

3. Chain of Command for the i eather (Intercept) Unita

and Cooperation . 'JYartime Si nal Communication Facilities

and Their Ca abilities.

a . Cnain of Command and  'eplacement System . The AF

CINC Headquarters i;ryptographic Center reserved to itself

special suthority concerning the coclmitment of Intercept

units for its own direct purposes. It was headed by the C0,

III ladio Intercept  attalion ,   AF CINC  Ieadquarters

  Signal llegiment of which , besides its two motorized inter-

cept companies (motorized ), the Cryptographic Center was

also a part. In matters of intercept operations, the Cry -

tographic Center was assigned under the Air Force Operations

Staff. For details on the commitments and ultimate fate

of the two intercept companies the reader is referred to
•

what has been said concerning intercept operations under

the Firet, Second, Third , and Fourth Air Fleeta.

In all other cases the units of the Intercept Service

were as a rule or
 ,a
nically and tactically assigned accordin

to the various air fleet zones of operations. For function

al purposes the III  - adio Intercept Battalions of the sir

fleet headquarters air aignal regiments were controlled by

the AF CINC Headquarters Cryptographic Center; for

Formerly the intercept Training School of Fourth Air
Fleet HQ III  attalion , Station W-14 at the end of March
1941 displaced to Athens-Vonliagmeni , directly under--
continued on p. 19
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20 local mattere and employment they were asaigned under the

Intelligence Officer of the respective air fleet. In matter8

of diecipline and adminietration they were under the inter-

cept battalions of the air eignal regiments; the intercept

teams attached by their parent battalion8 to the various

fighter and reconn.aissance unita in the field came under

dieciplinarY and administrative control of the units to which

they  rere attached, which aleo had authority to state their

requiremente on the intercept operationa to be conducted.

• For detaile on the air corpa headquartere intercept companiee

the reader is referred to II, 2 b , above.

The military peraonnel , including peraonnel suitable

for intercept activities, were assigned by the parent regi-

ment or that regiment's replacement unit; the parent regi-

ment also aupplied all equipment. Spevialized intercept !er-
 

eonn el were asai ed directl b the AF CINC HQ Cr to a hia  Y Y YP   P

Center . Special itema of intercept equipment ae well ae the

installationa themselvea were also furnished .
b  the Center ,

or by the Chief Signal Officer . These oom plicated systeas

of control , peraonnel assignment, and equipment supply at

times ereated certain difficulties, but these were due to

the unique position of the Intercept Serviee in the military

eatablishm ent.

b. Collaboration and Obaervation Areae. The areae
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21 to be covered by the intercept battalions were in the first

place the : ones of operations of the air fleets. The inter-

cept units assigned under a battalion -ransm
itted all data

gathered to the appropriate weather reporting control  a   a

station ; these control stations later became processing com-

panies . The companie® assigned for special missi ns under

air corps and other headquarters also sent copies of the data

gathered to those headquarters insofar as it was of interest

to them . These latter intercept companies were assigned to

• air corps primarily to support fighter operations. The con-

trol stations sent their data , immediately when necessary and

otherwise in the form of daily reports, to the air fleet ir_-

t e l l i g en c e of f i c e r s a n ci a l s o t o t h e AF CI    C Hc  Cr y p t og r a ph i c

 enter . In matters of intercept operations the battalion com-

mander and chief of the weather r portin  control station

•

was not controlle3 b the ralio section o , the air -1eet si -y g

nal officer but directly by the air fleet intelligence officer

The intelligence officer was the authority wrich assigned

the tactical missions and received all reports , while the

AF  INC HQ Cryptobraphic Center , ur•_der authori y from the

A ir Force uperations Staff, exercised gener l direction over

all intercept operations in all theatere of operations , car-

ried ou t the final decoding of inessages , interpreted the ac-

cuaulated data with special emphasis on the strategic aspects
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22 and consolidated ita interpretation+  in a final report to the

l i r I or c e 0perat i on8 St a f f .
i

Coaperation by each air fleet intercept battalion wi#•h

the interoept battaliona of e.d acent air fleeta was de airable;

cooperation with the nesrest intercept control centere of the

 Tavy was   required insofar ae naval ogera-

tivns, ®uch as action against ememy convoye, made this necea-

sary.
 ooperation wi h the Army was hampered by too reetr c-

tive regulations. _

The Joint  dilitary High Command Cr rrtographic Center
 

(Chi-Stelle OgW), responsible primarily for decoding mieaione,

was the highest authority over the intercept servieee of the

Army, the  avy , and the Air Forae.

PTior to and at the beginning of the war the intercept

.
ser iee was coneidered by the v arious air fleet headquartere

 
staffs as a matter specifically of the comma ,ding genersl $ad ,

t he a i r f l ee t oper a t i ona of f i c er wi t h hi s e ea t i on , a mat t er '
.

whiah did not really ooncern the reet of the hea8qnarters

i nt el l i enc e of f i c e.r s8
e t a f f . I n t he begi nni ng t h e har dl y kn ew   

What to da with the data furnished dire tly to thea by the

. westher reeporting control stations. However, eonditioas

  change.c
2 v ery  8oon i n t hi s r eape ct .

  Eap®ri enee in the campaign in Poland ehow®d the d.es
ir-

abilit  of establiehing claser contaat bet e®n the air corpe
,

. ' .e t abl i ehe d f r om t he f ormer s i r di v i e i o  s and t
._, .t h en e  
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2  the intercept service. Forthis reaeon individual intercept

companies w ere activated for the newly e8tablished componente

of the air corps, in particular for the purposes of tactical

  intelligence operations. During the Polieh

campaign it was not poseible to eetimate the great importa.nce

battle
which this tactical/  telligence function of the intercept

units was to attain at a later stage, becauae there were hardl

any operations by the Polish air forces which could have been

registered by means of radio intelligence.

• c. D ilitary Communication8  edia and Their Ca abi-

lities . The media available for intere$mrvice communicationa
 

within the Intercept Service wereT-besides its own telephone ,

teletype , and secret teletype linesT-radio , motorcycle mea-

sengers , and registered letter , all of which could be used

for the dispatch of any data gathered. Where they had no

_
direct linee of their own , intercept units Were ah rays able

to arrange special connections by telephone or teletype

linee of outside agencies to inaure eg . editioue dispatah .

The only typee of ineasages which had a higher priority in

suoh casea were command m essages from army level up , air

traffic control meaaages , and emergency measages concerning

what were considered as catastrophic eventa.
+ In intercept

operations , speedy transmission is the main requirement.

+ For de ails on "special iaeesages telephoned over the Air
Forc® network and the civilian network see Appendix to
Chapter 10, Paragraph 5.
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24 Because of the danger of interception by the enemy, radio

was used only with the greatest caution; furthermore too

much time would have been loat encoding the messagee. The

uae of radio was satisfactory only for DF c mmunications.

On the whole the capabilitiea of the available wire

networks weeeadequate and traffic functioned smoothly . To-

wards the end of the war effici-:ncy was reduced because

of frequent destruction by partisana, and our well-developed

microwave network gained in importance for the diapatch of

- messages.

I I I . CONS Oh I DATI Old OF THE I NTERCEPT SERVI CE AND _N iJRTHEg
DEYEh OPl  ENT TO   ARl)S THE END OF THE WAR. THE END AND
CAPITULATION .

1 . S  .   $  t yB7     X  x    X           

a . Principlea to be obaerved in Preparations for

the Activation of an Intercept Division . In the epring of

•
M 01944 General artini , the Chief Signal fficer , ordered the

co:a olidation of the Intercept Service unite in a Radio

Intelligence Division . Generalma or Klemme, at the time

AF Administration Headquartera XI, Hamburg , was aesigned

to comma,nd the new division ae Senior Commander of Radio

Intelligence (Hoehere D ommandeur der Funkaufklaerun  ). He

was to be the senior officer of all intercept unit person-

nel . This would have created a top-level authority for the

handling of all service affairs .  ith thie measure the
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25 term "Radio Intelligence" in general replaced the existing

term "Radio Intercept Intelligence." Thia new term had been

coined when a start was made at incorporating the radar and

jamming services with the intercept service .
"wing to the

long time the old designation had been in use , however , the

new term did not come into very general use, and the former

term ia still in use today .

Operationally, however, all radio intelligence units

still remained under the cor trol of the highest intercept

• service authority in existence, together with the AF CINC

HQ Cryptographic Center . This authority , formerly III Bat-

talion Headquarters , AF CINC HQ Signal  egiment had meanwhile

Ch i e f Of f i c er
been redesignated as Signal/ #   TZ (General Nachrichtenfuehr 

3d
u n )

, ZZZ Battalion . CO of the 3d Battalion wae Lieutenant

Colonel Friedrich , GSC. The AF CINC HQ Signal Regiment 's

•
B i t e use its twoIII attalion had mea.nwhile ceased to ez s b ca

companies had both become corps headquarters companies, so that

only the headquarters staff and the Cryptographic  enter had

remained in existence.

For further detail8 on the III  attalion , AF CINC HQ

Signal Regiment see A , III , 5, Volume 1 .

b . Missions of the Senior Commander of Radio Intelli-

& ence. The responsibilitiea of the newly appointed Senior

Commander of Radio Intelligence were to be the following :
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26 Conaolidation of all in tercept unita under one head in

order to eecure uniform training ; Allocation of officer and

other personn el replacementa ; Exchange of experience betw een

the variouB units; Reorganization of command poata in line

with lateet eaperience; and so forth .

c. Time of Consolidation and Difficulties E  countered .

Thia appointment of a   Senior Commander of 8adio Intelli-

gence could not be put into effect before 10 November and was

preceded by the following developmente. Colonel Forster , the

firat Signal Officer assigned under General Kammhuber , CG,
•

Night Fighter Arm , had in the meanwhile attained the position

under the Home Air Fleet
of a brigadier general with direct command authority over the

intercept units committed in the weatern theater .
+ Zieutenant

Colonel Friedrich , Chief Signal Officer and CO of the 3d Bat-

talion at AF High Command continued to handle the assignm ent of

• officer personnel .

Another factor complicating the effectiveness of the ap-

pointment of the Senior Commander of  adio Intelligence wae

the fact that the intercept unita were unwilling to eacrifiee

their former relatively independent atatue and their commanding

ataffs and signal officere were re-

27 luctant to lose their control over the troope hitherto under

their command .

The difficulties created by the rapid aequence of
+   .s Home Af r Fl e e t ( Lu f t f l o t t e He i ch } Ch i e f I a di o I n t e l l i g en e e

Officer . See also Chapter 10 , A , III  , 9.
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military events also influenced implementation of the order creating

the new poat, so that the order could not be formulated in

a wa  which would have insured smooth and epeedy effeetuation .

Furthermore, the newly appointed Chief R
.a
dio Intelligence

Officer had no opportunity to contact personallythe unite

diatributed throughout the various theatera of operatione or

their commanding officers and other superior authorities . gir

travel was already prohibited at the time and road travel by

the cara ueing wood gas was unreliable and in fact impoasible

• for really long distances. The Senior Commander was there-

fore unable to obtain a clear picture of the whole service

and to draft plane for the improvements and modifications

which were actually long overdue.

It was early 1945 before the plans for the reorganiza-

tion were ready , but by then it was no longer poseihle to
 

put them into effect because the final etruggle of the war

was already in progrese. In his isolated poaition General-

ma or Klemme therefore requested the kF Chief Signal Officer

to relieve him of hia aasignment, but at the request of the

 hief Signal Officer nevertheless remained in hie post.

28 d. Compromise Solution. As a result of the above cir-_ ....

cumstancesaome of the air fleet staff signal officera were

again given command suthority over the individual air signal

units, and the activities of the Senior Commander of
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28 were restricted to occasional measures supporting the unite

operating within the zone of interior .

uni t s
During the last days of the war the intercept  th-

drawing southward were assigned under 'riom e Air Fleet Chief

 ̀adio Intelligence Officer Forster , while those withdrawing

northward remained under the Senior Commander of Radio Intel-

ligence, who also received instructions to continue furnish-

ing raaio intelligence reports to the Home Air Fleet in its

zone of operations in Northern Uermany , instructions which

were carried out until the capitulation ..

2. Organization . Owing to the loss of all documentary

evidenee the following is all that can be offered here con-

cerning the consolidated organization of the intercept units

a.n
d the chains of command in force until the end of the war .

(1 ) Chief Si nal Staff Officer; Branch 3 . AF Hi h

_ Command Lieutenan t Colonel Friedrich GSC Res onsible onl

to the AF Chief Signal Officer . All unita of  ranch 3 were

consolidated in Air Signal  attalion 350, under Captain Jor-

dens.

(2) Air Signal  egiment 351 , assigned under CO

Lieutenant Colonel Ristow to the Third Air Fleet in the west

and placed under Home     Air Fleet Chief Radi   Intelligenc

Of f i c e r .

(3} Air Signal  egiment 352, assigned under
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29 CO Major Feitner to the Second Air Fleet AF Command Sou th-

in Italy and southeastern Europe
weat,

 ;placed under the Senior Commander of 8adio Intelligence.

(4) Air Si nal Re iment 353, assigned under CO

Colonel  ick successively to the First, Sixth , and Fourth

Air Fleeta in the esatern theater; placed u: der the Senior

Commander of Radio Intelligence.

(5)  
,
   Si nal  attalion 354 (Women Signal Auxil-

iaries), Replacement Battalion Luebeck-St. Hubertue (Tenth

Air Fleet), CO Major Vogler; placed under the Sef for Commande

' of nadio Intelligence (see also Chapter 10 , A , III, 7 ).

(6) Air Si nal ''attalion 355, Norway (Fifth Air

Fleet, CO Major Camerlander ; placed under the aenior Commande

of  adio Intelligence.

(7 ) Air Signal  'attalion 356 , Zone of Interior

(Home Air Fleet -- Luftflotte Reich ), CO Captain Robert Tratt

- er • laced under Hom e Air Fleet Chief Na dio Intelli encen , p g

Officer . See Chapter 10 , A , III, 9 .

(8 ) Air  ignal Battalion 357 , weetern theater

(Third Air Fleet), CO Captain Rueckheim ; placed under Home

Air Fleet Chief nadio Intelligence Officer . See Chapter 10,

B , IV , 6 , and Chapter 10 , A , III , 9 .

(9) Air Signal  attalion 358 , probably did not

exist.

(10) Air Signal  attalion 359, zone of interior
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30 (Home Air Fleet), Radio Jamming Battalion , activated fram

Air Signal  egim ent 351 of Home Air Fleet Chief Ra.dio
Intelli

gence Officer and integrated with Air Signal Regiment Reich;

Commanding Officer and Radio Jamming Operations Staff Officer

on staff of Home Air Fleet Chief 8a io Intelligence Officer
DQa   or Dahl . Se e
Ma or Dahl . See Chapter 10, A , III, 9.

During the last phases of the war the following radio

intercept units were therefore in existence :

3 Air Si; nal Corps Radio intercept Re iments, the 351at,

- 352d, and 353

4 semi-etationary Air Signal Corps Radio Intelligence

Battalions, the 350th, 355th, 356th, and 357th.

1 Air  ignal Corps Radio Jammin  Operations Battalion,

the 354th.

3. The End a.nd
Capitulation .

.
 

a. Senior Commander of Radio Intelli ence, headquar-

ters initially at Potadam , then transferred successively to

the Air Signal Corpe School at halle Saale; St Hubertus,

Luebeck ; Intercept Station Husum-blilstedt. From here British

forcea removed him to the i eumuenater prison on 19 May 1945,

then , on 12 June 1945 to the Neumuenster camp for civilian

31 prisonere. Later he wae removed to Eselheide and then to

Adelheide, where he wae released on 10  Iarch 1948 , hiore

details on the retrograde movements of the Senior Commander
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31 of nadio Intellibence a1z; the surrender of his headquarters

will be found in k , III , 8 :

b . AF fl i g h Comma n d  F h i e f .:i   n a l S t a f f Of f i c e r , Br a n c h

  I the spring of 1944 only this branch with other branches

of the Chief  ignal  taff Ufficer were still at Goldap, Bast-

e r n Yr u s s i a ; t h e :;r y p t o ; r a  ;g i c ' ' e n t e r wa s a t r o t s d am.   i r e c t

teletype communications existed between the tw   points, so

t h a t i t V a s , o s s i b l e t o t r a n s   :i t a l l r e p or t s a n d o t h e r i n f or -

mation .

• The branch at that time comprised

Branch Chief Lieutenant Colonel  'riedrich , G .C

Section l : Operations .

It was only in the autumn of 1944 that i lajor Beul-

mann , GSC , was assigned to head  ection l; ur til that ti ne the

duties of the section c  ief had been performe3 b  the branch
•

chief and the chiefs of Se tions 2 and 3.

S e c t i on 2 : ita d i o I r. t e r c e pt Se r v i c e . Ch i e f : Ca   t a i n

 eljeschlaeger ,
+ assisted by Lieutenant Glass .

Section 3 : LF and  adio  anminn operations. Chief :

 ajor Dr . Kuhlmann , ass-isted by Lieutenant Schultz .

Fqu i pmen t :   i v i l i a n l̀' e :;h n i c i a n Sc h i e r en .

Yersonn el : Probably   ivilian Technician Liebscher .
+   aptain Ueljeschlae er was assioned to head Sec±ion 2 on

15 r arch 1944 . Previously he had, since 15  eeember 1y43,
commanded the V  attalion , 4th nir Sional 1̀e -ment.
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3  On 16 July 1944 Branch 3 moved out of Goldap, arrivirtg

at Po sda.m two days later .

It was probably at this time that the AF CINC HQ Bat-

talion III Was again activated , which in the autumn of 1944

was redeaignated Air Signal  'attalion 350 .

In the stable buildinge ( arstall) at Fotedam , the fol-

lowing units remained behind:

( 1 } AF Hi   h Command Chi ef Si   nal St a f f 4f Pi c er , Br anch

  , as above.

  (2 ) AF CINC HQ Crypto raphic Center , under DQajor

Kupfer (for operatione in the eaetern theater ). The Center

handled only intelligence interpretations .

(3) 13th Com pan  , AF CINC HQ Air Si nal  e iment . The

personnel of the Cryptographic Center , all personnel required

for communications operations -- telephone, teletype, and
 

radio operatora -- , and interpreter-radio operationa Were in-

corporated in thoe regiment . A large percentage of the pereon-

nel were women eignal auxiliaries.

44) xQ Staff, AF CINC HQ Air Si nal Battalion III; C0:

Captain Jordan8, previously C0, III  'attalion, 2d Air Signal

  `egi ment .

Another company, the 14th AF CINC Air Signal Company wae

at Kottbus (presence there on 8 August 1944 proved) with the
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33 entire East Sub-Se tion ( Sub-Section D ) of the Cryptographic

Center . Allegedly , this unit became the Intelligence Proces-

sing and Inter reting Company of Air Signal  adio In telligence

 'egiment 353. Another company was at Intercept Station W-13

in Oberheching , and another , the fozrth , was at Intercept Sta-

tion W Kressbronn under Captain Kohwalt.
+

On 20 March 1945 Branch 3, HQ  hief Signal Staff Officer,

transferred together with the other branches under the staff

officer to Oberndorf in Thuringia. The Branch Chief himself

 
remained in Potsdam and probably on 13-14 April moved arith the

remaining elements of his bra.nch directly to Wasserburg on the

Inn , close to the Air Force Operations Staff, which had trans-

ferred to Iserchtesgaden . The ataff at Oberndorf waa designated

Kurfuerst 2 an d was quartered in an ammunition depot. On 2

April 1945 Branch 3 aleo moved to Wasserburg (Kurfuerst 3 )
 

and then from there withdrew to the Alpine  edoubt, the Branch

proceeding in two omnibusses on 1  Iay 1945 initially to Vieh-

off, Lake Attersee. The branch chief only re oined his branch

during the wkthdrawal , approximately at Zell am See. At Yieh-

off Ma or Oel3eechlaeger and  a or Beulmann burned all recorda

of Branch 3.

On the overcrowded roads the withdrawal movement proceeded

+ See alao B, VI, 6; Concerning III Battalion see particularly
A III, 5 (2).

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

f
 

•
_ ,  g

  I ,
•  

. .
: I   ' •  

.
( ~ -

. -
f

i   , , _ .` } i   , 1 . . - t' .
4

• 1 .
•
.
    ~

I
 

`
'      T •  t - - - -  

J  I   '  
'

-

  '   r i •+
 

• I f   t r
 

  -
•
.
S- + - ! 

'
 

      .

'

_
,
I

•
'

Y

•
p

•

j

:
 

,

. .

1

'
-

 
' - 7

_
s ..

t
  ''• •

'
r  

I: . I \
r ` L

I'  - L
r .

   
s

1
1

1 1 1   . ' 1 .
•

p

,
1 r

• 1
/ - 1 ' 1

 
- _ 1

 
 
'r r

•
1_

 
 

'r i ' 1   ,
'
{

• ti
1 

 
:

1 'S . •  ( L_r .  .  •y .. . !• r'- I
 ;   j 1 I . ,

I • {
-

 
, •

  '
•  

  / '   • '   1_  
r   • i -

/
' ]   . I

. '
/

S-
: i

- : i
 

-
 '

  *
 

- 1' I
 

   
 

   
. 1 I

lI

l
,

 
 

r
-

 
r
- _ . . i   : '_ 1 i ' - •  

  - •   • ' ,
•

: i . • i I
. a   r

 
.

L ' 1  1 S
   

.  
' 1

 
..

' 1.
• -

i a '
- i

,
, - 1 .  

.
  r

  , . • ,
f

+
 

- f    
  .  

- •  
I t

.   ! T1
  I • • I

I
      •  

w
J

  r -   _' '

 

1 -
. .• I / . . , . U I I I I

, y
, I { y

r
'
 

'" •• ;
 

.
_

•

, 
,

#
  - ! -   _

'

_

' •
; '

l :
,

••
_
j _  

- ;    _ •
 -1. .

:
`

-
'

f r

'

, r _r

 

- ti
•
, . I  

_

r _
,

,
, - i  

. , . . 1 .     , _
 

ti
( /

 
  '

I
? }   ' I   t

.
  ; '

  1  •
1

r

•

I
, 
 

 
t r

,
'  _

'
•

 
/ ...(((    ,

:
 .   '

 
 
  _

 
` T  

f L L7 .     
 

J
,, •

l
i
l•

4
 

• 
I

L

 
 

:  :- .  If
 
 

I ' T -- .
'

       
'

.   J

.

1
1
J

`

l . /   ' W! Y . ..
Y '

. . . ..  

,

- J r ' .
   

y

 

1 _•
i  

1 1 . i
  .

- •   t ' : 1 1
-

=
i

, /
i

J

J
--

 
__

  (
J

/
.

'1-   ' C -

 

. -
i _ ' i . ti u   / - . - . .

' j + ,
[

. - ,
- • ! ` i r

,; i •   _
_

,  , C "'
;

 
- i i

, - 1
•
,   1 . ' 1 i t' •t r

  i - ' ' -   S  
.   '

I '
,

.
L

[

  j
- '   • I

ti , • ` ' . y . , _
1

-
 

.
r ' 1   ' f -

. . .

-

^ 7
•   .

 
- '  

. . ' ( 6 • • ' 1 ' • '
-

  ' I

 

~
'

 

• I
I

I
• _ 1  

' -
/

`

.
 

s' y

_

r
III 1 r . k

•
I I I _ I

 

 
I 1

   1 '
'

' - I

.
I

 
J; '     -_".̀'

 
_

  .• • r- +       
•
  e  -  '    '

.-
   

_ .
       

•
o    ie-"1 

 
H- ,

 
- - '

 
!.    1-'f _

r ti  

r •- t

 
   

>
 

I . '
' +

- •
.

  •
- -  

 
-  

1 LI
.
  I /

i
i I

a . .
 

. . .
. • .

 
c

. . T c y

_

   
1

 
   

'

L  
T  I

3  
r - -      - ' -,

.
1 y 5- '

-
r : i I• . - t l / i I   . .

f 1  1 i •
. I. : 1 ' I . I ' I .t • I  

1 t 1 7 I •    
   

  .
•1

-
  ., , - r.   ...

' -
1

. • T'
- , , a

- _
/ '
I ! - . Z   ,   T _ .

I~ i '  •I ''
- ti / .•! _

j
r- J. - 1 1 .I•

'   . ' -    , L• r p̀ .I >L
 
:

 

I  
•.

r
• . . . , s . •   1'  

  J >  L1  ' _ t  
_ I

 
  : ! 

  * ; ;;
 ,   •

fi ; . . :,    icf :   
_

'! '̀ '`
- -  -

   
; -_ _

  :       
  `

•

 
 __ -

 

-t
k '

 

_  ;
-

_
'

I. _
"

. I   I I   • .t -r w
. / I - .   •   -'   , , , r 1 I : ,

 
,•

-  
, r 1  

I
 

•,
•  

, •
i 1 ,l I •

,
i

 

  •
  , p, i7

1
t
1 r 5   .

 
•
 

  1I° -
• r    

p    - 1•  I
 .   • I r

I I ! '  J 
, •

'
.

t
_ '

:
1  

. •   . . _ . , , ,ti l ..- ` 1
•
r y

 
•
4J. 1̀ ti '     1

!
r = . [  , -:

, 
f.

` 1' - '  , ,
.
 • _I       ,, _,

 
1 '̀' ''' -  t..

5 , ,   •
-

I r   • C
  . L

.f   ' • ' •  I
.

  _ : . . 1
 

' '.•r ! .    
  j

j
    ,

 
 

i
,

 
, 

'
,  
•'

 

•
       

      {/
/
;
  t

 '
  {

!   I   I '
    I ' 1

 
! 2
 

r

 
  !J " ! 1 _ ,

w     •
  '

 

  ' i i
 

{ i1.J:    
.
  1.Li : _ ,

 
."

     
/ :   -  r.  -

! 
 

 I

 

1
S

k
  ]

  1 1
 

  '
_

_ l
  r  

 

-  
t , u 1 1   1

q
,  

T - J t r r l   •
/
.. i , i -

.
t-

• ; 1  
/

•
{
' . ] .

j   i  
 

-

t   ' 1
Y

i :
   

. . r .
'
1

   
7

r
T  • 1 1

-  
.

5
, _ . i . . . . ,,, r 1

 
r a i - c ' * I  

,
  ^ 1 1

r 1
 

`  .,1,
  p 1 F,

i . .   ,   L- _ ,  
_

p -
-

t i
. J  

    'S
•    j J i . J

-

x
_ ;   . . r /Li I - . 1t    

1 ' i  
    '

  11
.     i     I   i ,•   1    

 --
.!   I.

S - ; •  
i
"r

5
. • '•. L r L '   .   ! 1  i i'    ' ' ! r'   :

e • '
 

  .' 
.
  '

•
 

 

OIV    
- '`•  

_
    •?'. Di '"M; ' ii  ? ,.4   ; -

_
/ .;

    ti `
 

'r_
'     

_ > ;
 

.r r - tl i 7
_ _ , - !

_
5   I   

  i  1 T J ' - _ • 'y  
• i

: 1 , .
! .•   ,t l  

 - _
r

F
-   5•  ; 'S  

,

 

Ir 1
_ 

. /- _ __ . _ - .  •   , 'ti   ,L".
 -

' ' '.
  t ' ;   

Il ti [-
    1  I

-It
*   J  

. 1 1- - . . . .- ,'   .  1 -L,.   IY_ l . I
 

1 1 
  L

1 t r
 

- . .
•

1 . - 1 ,
• : • /    :

_
_
,

U  
, , ,

   . ,
_ _

'   .-.I - 1     ••I .   .
•

.
 ;  

,.3 ,  . ,' I , - ; t' .

 
I
,    - _   -1 

_ _ . 
+  ! r  /: •,; _ ,

     
__  '

 
• 

  "`
.. •  T

•r
   0   '

   
_

 
r$    

. _,
 

- ..
'
 

     
  _   _

 
n

I ' I j
_

 

_ - 1 " '•I i y . •t 77 ""
/

+
 

1
1

+
I  

' L
J

I
'

. . .   •
  T

'

 

  [ i s
'

'
•
 

    -     J •
' 1 T

.
,  

-
- • I

•

' .
• - 1 '

' _ • - . •
!
Y .

 
d _

S
_

 
I I •

r-
r

 
   

•
.   , 1

  'y ' i
     -

_
,

 •

- .

'
r/
 

1 . /
     T i

l

! ,
- L  

.,
• '

,
 

 i -
 

.

' I
` L   ,

 
-

'
•
`    

.

,

.
- '~ ti

_ , . . r
1

-1
5   +

 
1

 
i : r

J  .
L

.

'  _  ;;'' ; '
 

'  '  •' •'
 

' _
   

,
r

   
_

   
•

     ̀
     

'
    Ql i ii    h.,

!  '      ;/    ;
'
_,

• _   ̀
_

 
 

.+
,

i
J • . 1 ` I .

•

.

J

.
_

I   l G
_

r
 

/ .
` { '

.
1 I J ' / I

. . , ,
-

_
_

1 I - - t
I I •

-
.

 
• I

7 r  1S / '   r I
55
5      '' '1  

I 1   4, .
t   i _ l t '   E

.
1  • 5

.
a ' ' ' s -a_

  r
l j _ .

1
.• ' ' r •

 
/    

`    . r i
i

1 I ti 'T 
. 1'

1
.

  Y• 
.

    •  I
 

I  
.
t '• - . y    

. r f j ! '   S,I   r
r
'

•,_  y   -
Y  / / T  •     -   "t1 _1.1 1 .   r - *  

-
•
  •   J      .

i •
I • ' •!   I

+  -
- I   '    

c : .-   ,  _  - • •  . .'.#-  -_   
    ..  

-
- ,  ̀ 

.:    e :  a ,a  a_
t    _

 
__. - •, o .f.

  ,1 / , . .
'
I : I   .

! - •
_ .

 
' r   l     " " ~  •  

  1 r
 

'
1

 

• . .: 1 1 . - 1 ' I
I

      , t 1 r 1 = . .  1 .
ti

• I % 1 ' L i
. I

Z T' ' r '
.

r '
 

  1 1
  .     -

y
  I

.
_

1 j l '
= 1 - • '

, 1 7
_ 7 LI r

•
  r 1

] •
,

  . f ., .  . I :. , ti ' s .1  . _ I

' `
.

 
•

 

4

 • .

•   
 

 

j,
- '

 

• ' '
. - - - 1 i -    

 
y `   '

M1

! ,

 
- 1 S :

  i p _ •
  ;

1 - -
h ;

r ,
l   •.1

_
  ~ ', "

_

,
1  

•

 

h
 

 
 

 
'

 

-  

  _ _   _ (
 

1j    
•, . 

I.   ,.      '.
  .   t • ' _ A - - v    o  

•
, .    -

 
- :    

 • L ( `
I

'1
'

. - - ,   •
 

R a   lI ,
 
 

;
,

i
"'   -

'
  .

 
 '! . 

    "   r !
~

•Y - .
- • 

 

-   I-
•

I l r
,

5
. : Lti l . _ _

` 
_ ,i l    _: _ . j

,,  . _ - ._ • r . , 1
. _

l.   r S   ('  
•
-   1

5  
- 11 .

'   ' 11
 

1  '   ' r  
/
.
_ ' n

f .

/

  '
1

- '
.
'
.
 

  .
:
,
 
, , 1 • . _

  1
•

 !
1

4 : / = C . I _      
M

tti 1   I -  
  ;1   ; ,    T . - 11-s      . _  , ;  ._   , •-=,   l- w1 - ' ,• ' :-    , i •. ;_-1_•'

    , ,,,r .t   
, 1 i / 1' ' ' ' J

-
« r / ' ' -

i - - 11- , 1     n  t
S

  -
,

- • r
 

. _ 1  - . I • . •
 

  1 i.'y . I
`

 

 , I - .•
    , r . i l 1

.1 • r , 1 - I

• i '
 

, 1
F

1 _  

•

r

,
' i f

 
 

-

  1

_ 
/,Mi    

 

1
  ,  e  

: 14+ 
  : !i

 
   

1
 
..

 

 
• Q       ' ' . 5 f   i

  . -  

 

'  . I '
, /

_
r 1 1

 

!

 

1 .
'   ' ,

1•
 

.
i    

 
  . 1

_
r
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3; Only a small staff about 9-11 strong remained at Potsdam

a taa under Lieutenant Lindenberg after departure of Branch 3.

This staff had orders to defend the stable premises , but owing

to the rapid sequence of evente no defense actions developed .

c. Details on reconnaissance and intelligence unite

in general will be found in Chapter 11 , B .

4 . Weaknesses of the German Air Force Peace- and VYar-

time Radio Tntelligence  ervice. The wartime organization of

the service set forth in II, 2a and b should have been intro-

  duced during peace . In the organization as it egisted at the

beginning of the war the units intended for e tablishment at

:nobilization ,when they were activated , included only a certain

percentage which could produce really useful radio int lligence

results. These were the stationary units regularly established

during peace.
!

A grave mistake in the peacetime organization wae that of

develoling the mobile branch in composite radio operating and

intercept companies , each with one radio operating and one

intercept company . Another w eakness was that these companiee

were aesigned to the the air fleet regiments, the AF CINC

H  Air 5ignal  attalion , and the Training and Experimental

Regiment at Koethen . All of these were units under the com-

mand of oificers who were not specialists in this branch .
+    cont , f rom p. 33):previously was at Aanieres and St.Cloud .For

detail8 , alao on Civilian Yoegele, see Chapter 11 ,A ,III,S
(1 ).
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36 To insure easy control and properly pla  ed radio intel-

ligence training the above units should have been used soon

after their activation an d under p ace conditions to create

t h e f ol l owi ng :

( 1 ) iy'i t h s u p po r t f r om t h e 9 t a t i on a r y i n t e r c e p t

unita , the first three radio intelligence battalions intended

for a aignment to the four air fleets (see A , II).

(2) One  pecial  urposes motorized radio intelli-

. gence battalion comprising the motorized units of the AF CINC

, Ht  Intercept  attalion , then under Air Signal  egiment Koethen .

This newly organi,zed battalion should have been placed direct-

 ly under control by the Cryptographic Center of the neich Air

Ministry .

rrom the intercept units which thus would have been in

existence it would have been possible at mobilization to ac- 

tivate very speedily effective intercept companies for assign-

ment to the air co}  aa . Jnder the system as it actually exiat-

ed this only became possible at a later stage.

Under the peacetime circumstan ces as they actually exist-

ed the radio intelligence training given in the motorized in-

tercept companies was inadeq at e, even that some of the per-

sonnel received through temporary assignment to the stationary

units , max  a xaas ii  x ha    and employment in cooperation

with the atationary units   lose to the borders.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

36

36 Zhe only possible remedy here would have been to inte-

grate into the organization intercept companies including sta-

tiona y units. Furthermore, all intercept units snould have

been placed already during peace under an Inspector of R
.adio

37 Intelligence with the status of a regimental commander .

In comparis n with the un its assigned under the other air

fleets , the Weather Reporting Control Station Vienna assigned

under the Fourth Air rleet was a radio intelligence unit only

in name. By the nature of its composition it was r.o stationary

• radio intelligence or intercept station but merely ar  agency

whiJh colle:;ted and forwarded the intercept reports of the in-

tercept un its within its area . It was only iil 194  that this

station was developed into a real radio intelligence unit

Another weakn ess was that, owing to the nature of the

peacetime organization , the nobilization organization of the

_

service could not be carried out uniformly . Thus, only the

First and Fourth Air Fleet immediately each had a battalion

commanded by an officer with specialized radio intelligence

training . The  econd :ir Fleet only received a properly train-

ed commander for its radio intelligence battalion in October

1940. In the case of the Third Air Fleet the officer predestin-

ed for this assign e nt, na.mely , the C0, W Station 3, remained

under the command of a non-specialist battalion commander , a
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3?
3? an imposeible Situation whioh was onl  remedied by a change

of c omffi ander s i n   iar ch 1940 .

An even more serious flaw in the peaoetime radio intel-

ligenee arganization was that it had no wire eommunicatione

network of ite own and that no provieione vrere made  or it

to have one in the event of mobilization . T,aeking ezoellent

communioation facilities an.in.tercept servios, partiaularly

du ing war, cannot ezecute its miseion , which ealls for the

most .epee
dy tranemis$ion of inessagee possible, eatiefaotor-

ily. It was onl  after a long and bitter struggle by the

  various unit commanders that a satisfactory condition Was

achieved in this respect. Later in the war , it muQt be ad-

mitted, the AF Badio Intelligenoe Service was excellentl 

served in this respect.

5 . p'ur t her Det ai l s on t he   lar t i sle Or gani za t i on of t l  e

AI  CIHQ HQ Cryptographic Center and the III Battali©n. AF I
  

CINC HQ Air Signal $eAiment.

(1} The Sub-Diviaions of the Center and  heir

Oaerations. The  aeacetime orgaz ization of the Cryptographie

Center wae eapanded and adapted to the requirements o   Rar

by the creation of the following eub-sections:

  Sub-Section A . (1 ). Thie sub-section aovered France

and i ni t i al l y al s o I t a l y . '  h e f i r s t chi ef i s s ai d t o haire

been Captain  feinen, assisted by  Jarthold, Freiherr von

Richthofen, and Dr. gurrop. Zater, Italy was presumably
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38 con bined in one area with Greece and covered by Sub-Section

C (3). See B, VI.

Su i-Section B (2). This sub-section covered Great Bri-

tain and the Eritish coloniea, plus the United States air

forces atationed in Britain . Chief : hieutenant     

Fiuebner , with Captain Jordens and Lieutenant       Becker .

39 Sub-Section C (3). Thie sub-aection covered the south

and southeastern arese. It was probably headed by Captain

 t einen . For more details see alao B , VI.

  Sub-Section D (4).This sub-section covered Russia and

wa s headed by   a j or i£upf er .

Sub-Section E (5). Under Civilian Voegele, thia sub-

section handled the decoding of inessages .

Sub-Section Co umbus. This sub-section covered the

United States of Am erica . See below for more detaila.

 
With the concentration of effort in radio intelligence

against Britain after conclusion of the ca : paign in France ,

the III Battalion , AF  mNC HQ Signal negiment and Sub-Sec-

tion B (2) traneferred to the Air For e Operations Staff

at I7oisy/Asni res as forward echelon of the Radio Intelli-

gence Command. The Cryp ographic Center as such remained

at Yotsdam , and continued there during the further courae

of the war .

The III B ttalions Station W-l , under Lieutenant
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3 9 P e i c h t n er ( s e e B , V) , wh o a t t h e s a  :e t i me ria d c omma.n 3

authority over 5ub-Section B (2 ), handled radio receiving

operations at Asni res . Lieutenenat r'eichtner was s . cceeded

l a t e r by iv a j or t- e n s e l , a b ou t wh om mor e d e t a i l s wi l l b e

found under the riead i=irst Air Fleet in roland , un til

Captain Jardens on o l pril 1 42 , as chief of Sub-Section

B (2), also assum ed command over  tation    -1 .

Su b- S e c t i on Col u  -nb u s wa s f i r :.   e s t a b l i s h e d a t As n i ur e s .
+

Initially , it r ormed a part of Sub-Section B (2), but later

  became a separate sub-section with the sole mission of mo-

nmtoring communications :if the United States, including the

northern and southern communications networks across the

. t
lantic nd Afriea . Spe  ial enphasis was on the interpre-

tation of corn:nunications intercepted on the USA supply ser-

net orks.vices and trairLing services communic .
tions

 
The sub-section

_
was headed by Lieutenant  'riese.

'rYhen most of the units transferred to Goldap, Sub-Sec-

tion B (2) remained at Asni res an   only transferred from

there durin ; the  erman wi  hdrawal from France. Captain

Jordens was followed by  ;aptain u_inrich Franke as CO Sta-

t i on  , - 1 a n a Ch i e f of     3C  Su b- Se c t i on B ( 2 ) . Su b- Se c -

tion Columbus also remained at Asnieres until -both of these

u n i t s wi .t h d r ew wi t ll t  a d i o I n t e l l i g e n c e   e g i men t  Ne s t 3 51

through Limbur  on the Lahn .
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40 During preparations for the campaign in Kussia , control

headquarters of theRadio Intelligence Service (III Battalion ,

AF CINC H  Air Signal jiegiment) initially moved back to

Potsdam , hater it transferred , together with the unit re-

sp. nsible for Russian coverage, Sub-Section D (4) under

 ajor iiupfer ), to premises at  oldap close to the Air Force

Operations Staff (CP xobinson ). The only elements remaining

a t r o t s dam we r e AF CI r   C H  S t a t i on   V- 1 0 un d e r Ca p t a i n Ko-

pisch , at the same time C6 of all military personnel remain-

'  ing in Potsdam ; Sub-Section C (3), South and Southeast, under

C _p
tain ' ' 'einen ; and Sub-Section E (5), under Civilian Vmegele.

Sub-Section E (5),as the principal decoding agency , co-

operated closely with the other sub-sections and with the

decoding elements of u_nits in the field . It remained through

out under Civilian Voegele and did not leave Potsdam . However 

it had elements widely dietributed among the various areae

of main effort, such as at xthens, Asnieres, La Celle StT

Cl ou d ; i t a l s o a ppe ar s t o h av e ha d   X    :   €    X  €  $ e l e -

ments at Collecting Center Zeist near IItrecht  (III

  a t t a l i on , ] i    :      K          X  Re g i me n t We s t ( 3 51 ) ++a nd

at Kressbronn on Zake Constance. It alsc had an attached

Hollerith Computing Battalio  which for some time was
+ p. 39 : By Captain Jordens , controlling Station W-1 and

5ub-Section B un til April 1943.++ According to Captain Rueckh eim , CO I Bn , 351st and Aig
Sig . Bn 35? tt Zeist, the decoding unit of Civilian
Voegele was not at  eist, but the Collecting Center under
him had a decoding element of its own .
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41 stationed in the Cottbus areawith a number of decoding per-

so  el . Because of the importance of theae widely dispersed

operations, Civilian Qoegele was personally present at the

various points on frequent occasions.

(2) III
 

Ba
_
ttalion AF CONC HQ Air Si nal Regiment

and Its Composition . The battalion was activated at mobili-

zation to serve as the top-level control headquartera of the

entire intercept or Radio Intelligence Servi e.
(see also

A , II, 1 , c., also Chapter 10, A , II, l , c.
)
.

r 42 The two companies forming the battaionq the 9th and lOth

of the AF CINC HQ Air Signal  egiment, were initially assign-

ned under the Firat and Second Air Fleets ' Radio Intelligence

Battalione in order to intensify the intercept coverage in

the east and west. Later they were assigned under the Second

and Third Air Fleete in the Weat, and finally became Compa-
 

niee 9f38 and g/32.

III Battalion HQ thereupon activated AF CINC HQ S  tion

W-1 (an intercept company ), which operated as a receiving

atation i $ at A eni res for  ub-Section N (2) and Sub-Section

F  (5) and later also for Sub-Section Columbus.

Another unit. activated was the AF CINC HQ Station VP-10,

which served the elemente in the atable buildinge at Potadam

and wae in poeition either there or at Eiche. At the eame

time it served as the lodger unit for all members of the
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42 Cry,;tographic Center in the stables area at Potsdam.

The mission of DF reception for the forward echelon of

the Cryptographic Center at  ̀oldap was probably assigned to t

the existing Station   ir-11 at i obbelhude near Koenigstein .

The III Eattalion was also assigned the   1 ea  her Stations

of Kr e s s b r onn ori Lak e Con s t ar_c e an d Obe r ha c h i n g- De i s enh o f en ,

t h e l oc a l
Station  P- 3T Station W-14 at Athens also became AF CIi YC HQ

5 t a t i on i i'- 3 c ou pl e d wi t h Su  : - S e c t i on 3 a t Po t s dam. Howe v e r ,

this weather station in the winter of 1941-42 became Weather

  Report  ontrol Station Southeast. See also Cha
_,
ter 10, B , IV ,

7, a , b , c.

(3) Esta3lishment of Air Si nal Battalion 350 from

III Battalion , AF CI1JC HQ Air Signal l̀egiment and Organiz_

t i on o f Br a n c h 3 u n d e r AF Ch i e f 5 i gn al Of f i c e r . Af t e r e s t a b -

l i s h  n t of Br an ch 3 i n t h e Of f i c e o f t h e AF Ch i e f Si gna l Of -
•

ficer to direct operations of the Radio Intelligence Service

and in the process of activating Radio Intelligence regiments,

in the autumn of 1944 , the III Battalion , AF CI  C HQ Air Sig-

nal Battalion became Air Signal (Radio Intelligence) Battalion

350. For some time it remained under Major Friedrich , Who

alao retained control of the new Branch 3 .
+ On 1 November 1944

Captain Jordens, hotherto C0, III Battalion , Air Signal Regi-

ment in Italy ,
(see B VI), assumed command over Air Signal

+ See A , II, l , c , d , e , above and III, 3, b , and 5.
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43 Battalior_ 350. At the same time he too'  over control over

the Cryptooraphic Cente  redesignated as the   adio Intelligence

Control  erlter . Branch 3 h .
d in the meanwhile moved its eche-

lon stationed at Golda ,  ack to the  table area of Potsdam on

16 July 1944 , so that the entire  rypto, rap
hic  enter was

a.g a i n a t Po t s da m  lri t r: t h e e x c e p t i on o f Su b - S e c t i on s B ( 2 ) a n u

Col u mb u s , w'rii ch ,   og e t n e r wi t  l t h e i r AF CI _ C H   n+e a t h e r St a -

t i on ',ti'- 1 , h a d r e a ch e d Li rn b u r g on t h e La hn v ri t h t h e g e n e r a l

Ge r ma n wi t h dr a wa l f r om 1'r   n c e .

• On 1 rJovember 1944 the disposition of Air Signal Lat-

talion 350 , the companies of which had in th  meantime also

been redesignated , was as follows , but it is not certain ; he-

ther the nur ber sequence offered is quite accurate:

Battalion H   in 5table Premises, Potsdam

lst Company (former AF CINC HQ Station   9-10) also at
Potsdam

 
2d Company a t Ob e r h a c }i n g/ De i s e n h of en , n e a r    u n i e h

3d Company at I{r essbronn on Lake  onstance

4th Coapany at Limburg on the  :ahn
(former Ar CINC HQ

S t a t i on tii - 1 a t As n i e r e s )

5th Company at Potsdam/Li he.  his ccmpany , under Captain
Sys , was a Dr data processing unit and had been newly
assigned to the battalion .

The 5th Company , Air Si nal ''eoiment 350 as the DF data

processing unit was responsible for the processin  of all

data gathered by radar , its ir terpret tion from technical and

tactical viewpoints , and for the direction of operations by

the various  F companies . These companies of the radio
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44 Intelligence Service had one exclusive mission , that of inter-

cepting enemy radar messabes transmitted from the ground or

from the air , including navigational and identification instru

ments, to determine their location , the frequencies they used ,

and to report on all other technical aspects, ior this purpose

they had ultrashortwave and decimeter receivers and DF instru-

me n t s , wh i c h wer e a l s o e qu i p p e c l wi t h o s c i l l og r a ph s .  ti h en

necassary , they could also be required tc participate in ope-

45 rations to jam enemy communications with these types of instru-

_ ments . The:had : o responsibilities for radar traeking , such

as that carried out by the Aircraft Reportin  Service with its

r'reya and other types of radar instruments . See also i;hapter

10, C , 2.

6 . Su mma r .y
Ac c ou n t of De v e l o pmen t o f t h e AF CI i iC I-   

Cr rptographic Center .
 

1 Th e Cr   t a '   i  _
( }

, p ogr pni  enter as it existed under peace

time conditi: ns became a unit of the III Battalion , Ar CINC

   Air Signal `̀egiment at m:.bilization . This battalion com-

prised only a ba ttalion headquarters , the dryp  :ographi  Center ,

and two radio intercept companies. The Chief of the Cr pto-

graphic  enter remained in that post and at the same time be-

came CC of the newly activated battalion .

Th   two intercept cvmpanies were initia ly assigned in

e a s t a n d we s t u n d e r t h e F i r s t s,n d   e c on d : i r Fl e e t s ; a f t e r t h e
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45 campaign in Poland , they were both assigned in the west under

the Second and Third Air Fleets , and were placed under the

i adio Intelligence  attaliona stationed in the western theater .

Zater , they became air corpe he dquarter9 radio intercept com-

pan iea. See also Chapter 10, A , II, 1 , c , and III, 5,
(2 ), 1 .

(2) It soon beca:  e obvious that the Cryptographic

radio
Center must have an intercept unit of ita own ; the receiver

operating team already operating in the stable premises , Pota-

dam , headquarters premises of the battalion and of the Center ,

  was therefore expanded to form AF CmNC HQ Station  -10. After

battalion h eadquarters transferred ,together with Sub- ection

Eritain of the Cryptographic Center , to premiaea close to the

Air Force Operations ataff at Asni res sur Oiae, north of Paris,

another intercept station was orga.nized there and deeignated

AF CIIDTC HQ Station W-1. See also Chapter 10, A , II, 1, d, 1.i
The III Battalion therefore now had two stations operating

di r e c t l y f or i t , ea c h h e a d e d by a c h i e f wi t h t h e a t a t u e of a

company commander .

Fourth Air Fleet
(3) Following the occupation of Greece, Station W-14

was transferred from Prematetten , near Graz,
(See Chapter 10,

B , III, l , a (3)), and was assigned a decoding platoon from the

Cryptographic Center . Aa a result of this close contact between

the decoding Sub-Section E (5) at Potsdam an the newly estab-

liehed Sub-Section C (3), also at rotsdam,Station W-14
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46 .

46 was taken from control by the Fourth Air Fleet and became

AF CINC HQ Station W-3 . 9Vith the expansion of the radio in-

telligence service w.ithin Greece, Station W-3 shortly there-

after became Weather Report Control Station Southeast of the

$adio Intelligence Battalion Southeast formed in the area .

See also Chapter 10, B , IV , 7, a (at end ); 7 ,b , an d ? , c.

(4) With activation of Branch 3 (Cryptographic)

at the Office of the AF Chief Signal O ficer from the III

(Ra io Intelligence) Battalion , AF CINC HQ Air Signal  egimen 

  the III Battalion continued in existence for a while and rras

then expanded tn the autumn of 1944 to form Air Signa.
l  

(Radio Intelligence) Battalion 350, still a headquarters

unit of the AF Chief Signal Officer but now commanded by

Captain Jordens instead of by the Chief of Bran ch 3.

(5)The new Air Signal Battalion 350 Btill retained

_ -
the AF CINC HQ Station W-1 , until then at Aani res and with-

drawing from there to Limburg together with Sub-Sectiona

B (2 ) and Columbus-Britain and America (See Chapter 10, A ,

III, 5,
(1 )) and AF CINC HQ Station W-10 (13th Company , Air

Force CINC Signal  ̀egiment). According to its commander , the

battalion meanwhile had also received other W stations , na-

48 mely , the stations at Kressbronn , hake Constance; and Ober-

haching Deisenhofen , near  iunich (formerly Station W-13},

 hich formerly had been under the Third Air Fleet HQ
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48 Radio Intelligence hattalion . See Chapter 10, g , TII, 3, b.

The C0, Air Signal (Radio Intelligence) Battalion 35d

also assumed control over the AF CINC HQ Cryptographic Center,

which Was redeeignated ae Radio Intelligence Control Center.

"This position spelt the conaolidation of radio intercept,

radar, and general radio intelligence activities under one

control," ae the C0, Battalion 350 pute it. As a further

measure, the battalion wae aaeigned the Radar Data Interpre-

ting Company at Potsdam-Eiche and Was reorganised in five

,
  companiee (See Chapter 10, A, III, 5,

(3).

(6} During the withdrawal from  erlin to the A1-

pine xedoubt area, the battalion on 13 April 1945 moved to

Oberhaching-Deisenhofen, near  unich , and on 24 April to

Wiese, in Tyrol:"During the transfer to Oberhaehbng and then

to Wieee only elements of 3attalion 350 and of the AF CINC

 

HQ Cryptographic Center moved; the rest remained Rhere they

were and Were there taken prisoner or deserted." Those ele-

ments Rhich had moved to O erhaching and then to Wiese were

taken prisoner on 9 Yay 1945   d interned in camp at Heilbro

For more details on this subject see Chapter 10, B, YI, 6,

and on the withdrawal of the Cryptographic Center and

+ p . : See Chapter 10, A , III, l ,a , 2 (1 ) and 3 , b , an
p. 32, above, the 13th Company , AF CINC HQ Sig-
nal u egiment is listed as having remained at Pota-
dam . The units concerned Was the AF CINC HQ
St a t i on i  - 1 0 . Th e d e s i g na t i on 1 3 t h Campan y ova s
given by Major Oeljeschlaeger , who took it from
recorde of Branch 3. The designation had probe.bly
already been changed at the time.
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Air Signal  'attalion 350 see Chapter 11 , A , III, 3 ,b .

49 ?. AirS ignal ' 4'omen Auxiliar    Replacement Battalion

354 ; Tr a i n i n ; of  romen Aux i l i a r i es f or t  a di o I n t er c e pt Ser -

vice 

The following is based primarily on information from

T a or Vogler , C0 , Air Signal Dattalion 354.
 

On 1 January 1942 Captain Vogler , promoted to the rank

of 1 a or on 1 August 1942 , was assigned to command the III

Air  ignal Training  attalion for women auxiliaries of the

  " Air District Command Signal Regiment 11 in huebeck - St.

Hubertus . At the same time he commanded the I Air Signal

Operating Battalion of the same re;iment. Kowever , he was

soon relieved of thie second responsibility , since the scope

of his mission in the III Battalion made it impossible for

  him to hold both assignmente simultaneously .

The womens auziliary training battalion comprmsed a

battalion headquarters and a trainina compsny containing

male militar   
_
e
-
rsonnel

approximately 1 004 women auxiliaries, 501  g  as in-

structors ($   Y  in rar k of let and 2d lieutenants, master

and other sergeants , corporale) and 30 Air 5ignal ',nromen

Auxiliary officers, all numbers approximate. In addition

to the normal headquarters personnel , both the regiment and

the battalion headquartere staff each had one air signal

+ See so C ,apter 10, A , III, 2, (5).
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49 womens auxiliary officer and a number of women auziliaries .

The battalion headquarters also had a motor pool . Zhe llth

regimeilt was or anic to Air District Command gI, Hamburg .

It wae Generalmajor Klemme, Signal  taff Officer of this

50 headquartera , who established the womens auxiliary battalion

i n I,u e b e c k - .  t . fi u b e r t u s .

As senior officer of the caserne, the battalion com-

mander also controlled the permanent local caserne admini-

stration with its male and female employees, i: cluding

  the uniform issue and repair depots and the other repair

 hops .

Air Signal women au iliaries had the following ranks:

'  ioman auxiliary (Luftnachrichten  elferin ); Senior woman

auxiliary (Oberhelferin ); Chief woman auxiliary ( iauEt_
helferin }, an 1 wore rank insignia made up of stripes and

  stars on the sleeve. The battalion 's staff of women aux-

iliary officers consisted of 20-25 highly qualified women

Senior
headed by 1  $g Air Signal ih'oman Auxiliary Mrs Gummershei-

mer , Who was promoted Senior Auxiliary in about 1944 . Her

sister , 1 Irs. Blume was secretary to the Signal Staff Officer ,

General  lemme, at Air District Command nea3quartere  Harn-

burg . In addition to the above ranks, the  Yomen Auxiliary

officer corps also included Staff auxiliariea, and the

whole corpa at the hiohest level wa  represented by Mrs.

Sc h ol t z - n l i r .  ,  da t i ona l Le a d e r o f VYome n s ' Ac t i v i t i e s ( t  e i ch a-
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51 (Reichfrauenfuehrerin ), who did much to support the activi-

ties at Luebeck-St.Hubertus .

Training was given in the subjects of telephone, tele-

type , and radio operating , including i natruction on air-

craft reporting and weather reporting .

The majority of the aomen auxiliaries were volunteers;

the rest were referred to the training battalions by the

various labor offices after tests to insure their auitabil-

ity . They were required to undertake in writing to serve

  the Air rorce within the Home zone of operations and in

enemy territories, and w ere also sworn to secrecy . They

were not required to take the oath normally administered to

male military personr el .  They were subject to disciplinary

penalties on th  following ascending scale : diprivation of

leave; reprimand; fines; report to hibher headquarters.
 

Authority to impose penalties rested with the company com-

mander , the battalion commander , the regimental commander ,

and courts-martial . Auxiliaries received free meals, lodg-

i n g , an d ur. i f or m.s , a n d pay a c c or di ng t o a s pe  ;i a l t ar i f f .

They were able to save quite substantial sums, which they

inveated in the post savings bank .

 Nomen auxiliaries lived in barracks and were subject

to a strict service discipline. After duty hours they were

permitted to leave the barracks area , bu t only with written

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

51
51 autho o ity . All duties within t'r e barracks area were performed

5 2 u n d e r s u pe r v i s i on by f ema l e p e r s onn el , a n d r  a l e p e    s onn el

we r e n o t pe r mi t t e ci t o e n t e r t ri e a r e a .

In 1y43 the battalion  ,ti as expanded by the assi nmmnt of

a ppr ox i ma t e l ;   2 O  i? tivorr:e ._ a u x i l i a r i e s n e wl y d r a f t e d t h r . u g h

the labor o.
 'fices . These were assi ned to Air Base = agenau-

Land . l he Luebeck- t. Hubertus depot contained practically

only volunteers.

In a  ou  1944 the battalion wa5 taken out of the regi-

me r. t a n d , r e t a i n i n  , i t s d e s i gn   .t i on , wa s a s s i gn e d u .:d e r t h e
S

n ewl y a c t i v a t e d Ai r   i g n a l l r a i n i n g `' e g i n en t i u e t e r s l oh , l  h i s

regimellt was under direct command b;  the lenth Air  leet, with

headquarters at i:ad  aaro.v-Pieskow , Lake  charmuetzsee , east

of  erlin . This air fleet headquarters had been or anized

on 1 3 I  ia y 1 9 44 a s a   r a i n i n g a n d r e pl a c e men t h e a d qu a r t e r s , a nd

,
wa s un d e r t n e c omd a n d of   e rl e r a l d e r i+'l i e   e r ( Li eu t en a n t Ge n e -

ral , AF } von 5eidel , as CG, Replacement Air Force. On 1  c-

t ob e r 1 y 44 Zi e u t e -n a n t v e r e r a l ( Ger_e r a l d e r i a c h r i c h t en t r u pp e ) ,

Air Signal Corps, Fahnert was assi ned as Air Fleet  i;nal

C  '  ̀ i c e r . Tn J a n u a r y 1 9 4 5 h e wa s r e p l a c e   . by Ge n e r a l l e u t n c.n t

( I :a j o r " e n e r a l ) rla en s c hk e . Af t e r h i s a pp oi n t me n t a s   e n i or

11a d i O I n t e l l i g e n c e Uf f i c e r on 1 C i,ov emb e r 1   4 4 , Ge zier a l   l e   :-

me (see above) finally succeede:z in persuadin  General rannert

to take the battalion out of' the re iment and place it di-
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52 directly under his command. It then became an independent

battalion and, as a unit of the  'adio Intelligenoe Service

was redesignated Air Signal Lattalion 354.

53 Ma or Yogler Was given the disciplinary authority of

a regimental commander.

In addition to the duty roster already in force, spe-

cial instruction in radio intercept operations was now in-

cluded in the training program . After four to sia weeke of

training the auxiliaries w ere examined by an examination

  board and were then tranaferred , ae requested , to field

units in all theatera of operationB for aervice in radio

intelligence and all other air eignal branchee.

At capitulation the battalion was disbanded . The aux-

iliaries and their auailiary officera were asaigned mutual

quartera in Luebeck on about 20 i ay 1945 and were then dis-
 

charged and sent to their homes. Al1 male military peraon-

nel were taken prisoner . The battalion commander and about

tw enty enlisted men remained at the caserne Luebeck-St.

Hubertus for a while to wind up affairs and attend to gene-

ral duties in the barracks and kitchens . The ba  racks were

then taken over by the  ritish for uae as a hospital .

The following is a cursory aecoun t of events during

the last few days at St . Hubertua prior to occupation by

the Britiah :
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53 Towards the end of the war, when the  erman milita.ry

forcee commenced withdrawing northward and aouthward under

.
pressure by the enemy foroes penetrating German territory,

St. Hubertue atill continued to play quite a role as a fi-

nal location for higher level headquarters. The AF Chief

Signal Officer, for example, had prepared a command post

in the thickly wooded area to serve ae his headqusrters.

However, he wae ordered to retire southwards, but the

Sen or Radio Intelligence  fficer, General Klemme moved

  into the eommand poat, where he stayed until he aleo with-

  drew to iieiligenhafen and then to Husum. Tenth Air Fleet

ueadquartera, the training and replacement commani  also

moved under General der  'lieger von Seidel from Saarow-Pies-

kow to Lake Scharmuetzlesee, eaet of  erlin. Others who ar-

rived in the area ineluded the following:
 

General Fahnert, former Tenth Air Fleet H SiQ gnal Staff

Offioer and CG, Air Signal Replacement Dfvision , in which

asaignments he_
had meanwhile been succeeded by General

 aensehke, previousl  Third Air Fleet Ha Staff Signal Offi-

cer, Parie. From the : enior Radio Intelligence Officer ,

who had moved from Potedam to 5t. Hubertus, General 8ehnert

had received instructione aseigning him to the defenae of

Luebeck and on 22 April 1945 had become Post Commander of

Luebeck-St.Hubertus;
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54 General Loebell and  rigadier i eneral Duerr of the Air

Signal Corpa;

General der r'lieger Christiansen with his headquarters

s t a f f ;

Field 1 arshal Ritter von Gleim with his air pilot l iss

Hanna neitsch . Field - arshal von Gleim had meanwhile re-

placed Reich  arshal Goering as CINC , Air Force;

Th e wi f e an d da ugh t e r of Ge    e r a l v on S e i d el .

55 The casino of the Air Signal battalion was overcorwded

with membera of the various staffs, and General Klemme or-
_

dered that not more than two potatoes pe person were to 3 e

served with meals.

In addition to other w orkshops, the air eignal battalion

at St. Hubertus durinb the past year had also received a

r e pa i r wo r k s h o p f or b7e - l Og a i r cr a f t . Sh o r t l y be f or e t h e a r -

•
- rival of Dritish troopa , General r'ahnert, assisted by a

number of noncommissioned officers, personally blasted an

aircraft fueelage standing in this workshop.
Re also gave

t  _i e b a t t a l i on c oraman d e r , i  a j or Vog l e r , wr i t t en o r d e r s t o

surrender the caserne, occupied almost excluaively by Air

Signal women auxiliaries, to the yritish without resistance.

A few hourse prior to the arrival of the Lritish , who were

adva.ncing
from   atzeburg , the battalion commander ordered

white bedsheets to be hoisted o -
the mast at the guardhouse,
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55 which was occupied by women auxiliaries . Immediately a

telephone m essage arrived from the ad utant of the nearby

Blankensee Air  ase inquiring whether the battalion comman-

der had lost nerve and stating that such action was sheer

madness and that the consequences would follow . However ,

, events tooK their course.

After diapatch of the 900 women augiliariea to their

homes , ar:d after the battalion commander ha  spent eight

day8 together with the British who had taken over the caeerne

  he was ordered suddenly to leave the caserne and was not

even erm itted to take along his personal field kit.

56 The huebeck-St. Hubertus womena suxiliary battalion

was generally conaidered an exemplary unit because of the

m eticulous training its members received and their con-

scientiousness a.nd sense of ord r . The strict discipline of
 

the male military personnel , the devotion of the trainees to

duty and their at all times ladylike behaviour , together with

the hioh quality of the exceedingly competent auxiliary of-

f i c e r c o r ps , wi t h par t i cul a r e mph a s i a on Ch i e f t  ome n. Aus i l -

iary  ira. Gummereheimer , will continue .
in the future to

serve as a ehield of honor for the huebe ek-St.Hubertus 'Ao-

mens Auxiliary  attalion

hu  beck-St. Hubertus is situated approximately five

miles southeast of Luebeck . The beau tiful buildings Which
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served formerly as a  Air Signal troops caeerne and i  t are

now occupie:  by a Border  atrol unit, are at the aide of

the Luebeck-j atzeburg road in forest aurroundings not far

from Trave (I Iuggenbusch ) River , which is now the demargation

l i n e b e t we e n t h e e a s t an d we s t z on e s of '  e -   ma ny . Owi n g t o

the healthy climate in the forest surroundings and its

taeteful architecture, the cas  rne bears comparison with a

sanatorium , and one can therefore well understand the Brit-

ish using it as a hoapital .

i Th e f ol l owi n g i 7  f or ma t i on i s of f er e d on Ai r Di s t r i c t

Command H(  Signal  egiment 11 and Air Signal Training Regi-

ment Guetersloh (No . 4 ?):

( 1 ) Ai r
_
Di s t r i c t Cor  man d r    Si gna l Re g i me n t 1 1 ,

Headguarters at Pinneberg , near namburg .

Commanding Officers (Colonel ) 'Neil in 1939 ; Aigner in
 

1940; Arlt in 1942; Ginnandt in 1944.

I ba t t a l i on ( a= i r 5 i   n  A  g n _r a .  ng ) St a t i on e d a t h u eb e c k-

St. Hubertus from 1940 to 1942; then at Pinneberg .

Commanding Officers: 1940-42 Lieutenant Colonel von

Frowein ; 1942 Captain Vogler , until the battalion trans-

ferred to Pinn eberg .

II (Aircraft neporting ) Battalio  , stationed at Hamburg .

Commanding Officer , probably Colonel Dr . Oetker in the

initial years. Later Colonel Dr. Oetker activated the
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57 regiment s V (Aircraft iteporting )  attalion .

III Air 5ignal Womens Auxiliar y
Trainin  Lattalion , at

huebeck-St.Hubertus . The battalion was taKen out of the

regiment in about 1944 and , retaining its deeignation ,

assigned to the newly activated Air Signal Training Re-

giment Guetersloh , which was controlled directly by

the lenth Air Fleet, a training and replacement headquar-

ters. I   1944-45 the battalion a;as taken out of this re-

giment anc  placed , as Air Signal Lattalion 354 , u.nder

  the Senior nadio Intelligence Officer.

battalion Commander : From 1 January 1942,  aptain Vogler ,

who was aoon relieved by Captain Sellow , followed ,again

after only a short while, by Captain Vogler , reassigned

to this post which he was to hold , with promotion to the

rank of major on 1 August 1942, to the end of the war .
 

58 IV Air Si nal iYomens Auxiliary Training Battalion , at

Pinneberg . This battalion was activated after the III .

Comman iing 0fficer : Lieutenant Colonel  avid .

V  nircraft Reporting )  attalion , at Aarhus, Denmark (see

II Battalion , above).

Commar.d e r O   f i c e r : Col on e l Dr . Oe t k e r ; l a t er Col on e l

Frowein (see I yattalion , above}.

VI (Trainin$ )  'attaiion , at Reidenau bei Foatedt.

Commanding Officer : Autumn 1941-1 January 1942, Captain
Vogl e r .
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(2) Air Signal 'lraining negiment 4 (?), Gueters-

loh (See III battalion, llth l egiment, above).

 egimental Commanders: 1943 Colonel  ock ; 1944 '"eneralmajor

( Iir i g a di e r J e n e r a l } r̀ u.r s c h ( ? } ; 19 4 5   ol on e l it ( ? )
.

8 . ::ithdrawal of AF Senior Commander of  adio ?ntelli-

gence and his Surrender at  usum .
(Su plementing information

given in Chapter 1C , A , III, 3 , a ).

tiYhen withdrawin  from Berlin , the Ar' Chief Signal Of-

ficer originally had no inten tion of transferring to the

 
A  ine nedoubt area but northwards. r or this reason the

5enior Comma  der of uadio Intelligence was ordered to move

fr m Potsdam to the Signal School , jlalle , and from there to

Air Signal   omens kuxiliary neplacement battaiion 356 at

S t   u be r t u s , wh e r e Gen e r a l   a r t i ra , h F Ch i e f Si gn al   f f i c e r ,

had a large command post established . In the meanwhilethe 

ii ome Ai r Fl e e t ( wi t h Ai r Fl e e t :  i gna l J t a f i' Oi f i c er Ge n e r a l

Bohner) had also transferred northward .
General  Iartini

thereupon decided to move south and ordered tha t all radio

inte ligence units north of a line approximately from the

tiarz  iountains to the Thuringia  'orest area , were to move

northwards under command by  eneral Klerilme. All units  outh

of the line were to withdraw southwards under "eneral ro  ster .

It was no lnnger possible to check the execution of theee

orders, since both radio and wire commanicatione failed
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59 within a few days. In consequence, the units which grouped

arou d the remaants of General Klemme 's Radio Intelligence

Division Headquarterswhen he finally transferred to Husum-

Milstedt by way of Heiligenhafen presented a very informative

picture , as will be aeen from the following atrength report ,

copied from the report intended for the Home Air Fleet:

1 . Intercept Station Husum-IHilstedt.

Of f Ci v Enl ';  omen
Fere Off Pers Auxs.Re s t l e f t a t

1/3 of Div HQ Staff (under 3   5 7 HeiligenhafenI ajor Schobinger ) vwing to fail-
ure of transpor

  vehicles
HQ, III Bn,351st Kegt (un- 6 3 23 4
der Captain Riedinger )

14th Co., 351st  egt 2 - 53 -
Staff of old5th Co., 35?th Regt 4 1 l56 ?7 Husum Station
of former Sta-

15 6 23? 88 tion W-22.

2 . T ilstedt Villa e.
16th Co., 351st Regt 4 _ 69 17

1 5th Co. , 351st ỳ egt 6 _ ?7 42  Night fighterI Gp., lst Night Fight- unita only underer VYi ng 20 - 1 57 4 hous eke e pi ng 8c
diaciplinaryIII Gp., lst Night Fighter control becauseWi ng 1 6 - 194 22   ri t hou t a i r cr af t

61 6 734 173, giving an over-

a l l t o t al of 974 per s onn el .

Besides the remsants of the division headquarters staff ,

the I Battalion , 353d Regiment , under Captain Scheidl , was

a l a o a t   'e i l i g en ha f en , f u r t h er d e t a i l s on wh i c h wi l l b e f oun d

in Chapter 10, B , V , 2 , e. After an omnibus and a truck had

been irreparably damaged while being hauled out of an air

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958

.   __._- --- .--.  

59

  60 shelter , the headquartere staf  remaante were aasigned ad-
 

.m
i n i s t r a t i 4 el   a n.d f a r hous eke e pi.n  t   o .

t h i a ba t t a l i o  .

 
! he 5th Compan,y , 357th  ir  ignal Regiment was  rom

that re$iment, whieh Was urlder command b   aptain Rueckh.e
im .

For f ur t h er 3
.n.  or ma t i on e e e Oh e.p t er 1 .0 , 1 , I I I , 2 , 8 , and

B, IY, 6.

For more details on the III Battalion, 351st  egiment,

under Captai  Riedinger , see Ch apter 10, B, IV, 3, b  4  end  

B IY c.  : 5 

61 The Hus  Intercept Btation was  .n the out$kirte o   
 

 
  fi l e t e dt 'Pi l l a g e , i n wh i ah v i l l a   e German t ,r oope w er e al e:o ,

qus:rtered at the -time of the German capitulation . A German

( Bri l i s h- e pe ak3.ng } i n t er pr e t er compa  l i v ed i n per f e e t ha r -

mony ari t h $   r i t i .eh c ompany i n on e an d t h e aame ahe d .   f t er

a polite requeet, the  ritish made uee of the sparts  ield
, 

 
of the i ter ept etation.

9.  ommandin  _Gen ral. Hor e Radio Intelli ence Commaud; 

 di s e i ons , ©  er a t i ons , and Tx   er i ene e .   i r Si anal , xe   i mer  t

351 s:nd Air S  i na1 B tttalions 356. 357  and 359.Supplementar 

Information to Chapter 10,  ., III, 1 , c. On 3 November 1944

  ol on el For e t or ata$ a 8s i    %ed t o h ea d t h e  Ioa e Radi o I  it el -

l i g eno e Command ( Fu nkau f kl a er u   s   u eh r er   ei ch } . Fr om t he

out br eak o:f t h e war h e had be en e.t t h e h8a d of t he   i c tr ra 

;
' ̀ e poxt i ng     ec t i oa , AF Si gh Gommand HQ, un t i l s es   ;gn ed
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on 25 July 1940 as Signal Staff  fficer at headquarters of

the night fighter divieion of Fighter Command Center,  ahieh

assignment he held until 9 duly 1941• The night fighter di-

viaion had been activated under the Second Air Division in

 'russele and traneferred to Zeist, Holland. Hi$ further as-

signments were as followa: 1 AuguBt 1941-9 July 1942: Signal

  Staff Officer , ZII Air (Night Fighter)Corps, Zei$t; 1? July-

31 October 1942: temporarily returned to

XII Air Corpa to orin'  t his successor, Colonel Bohner; 1 Ja-

  nuary 1943-2 November 1944:Signal Staff Officer Air Dietric 

Command YI,  ueneter; 28  arch-2 November 1944: attaehed to

62 headquarters staff, Home Air Fleet. ' hile serving this as-

  signment he headed a apecial staff reorganizing the aircraft

reporting service, and apent one month under General Bogatsch

in  liesbaden receiving and reorganizing the signal units re-
•

turning from the west.

la C0, Home  adio Intelligence Command, Colonel Foreter

was assigned the radio intelligence units committed in the

weat, with the same eommand authority over them ae that of

the Senior Commander of 8adio Intelligence. As a field com-

mander he had the status of a brigade commandex and eaereised

command over Air Signal  egiment 351 and Air Signal Battalion

356 and 357, whieh at that time were already all committed

in the Home theater of operations. The battalions were in-
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62 independxntly operating unitsand were not organic to Air

Signal   egiment 351 . The 357th Air Sional Dattalion wae

organized from the former I  attalion , Air Signal Aegiment

, 351 .

The C0 , Home Radio Intelligence Command also sontrolled

the "central command post for i adio Intelligence (ZentraleB

 efechtsstand fuer Funkaufklaerung )"at Treuenbrietzen .  iore

details on the central command post and on Air Signal bat-

talion 357 will be found under the heading "Reporting  enter

Leiet" in Chapter 10 , B , IV , 6; on Air Signal negiment 351
.

in Chapter 10, B, IV, 3, a, b, c, and 5.

In the autumn of 1944 the  ad.
io Intelligence Jervice

was no longer able to ezecute its mi9sion of tracking the

course of enemy aircraft as effectively as had been the case

in the past. The German withdrawals had deprived it of its

 
fo_- ward warning zones in the Franco-Belgian areas and in

pa r t s o f   io l l a n d , a n d t h e ' r i t i s h h a d b e c ome mor e c au t i ou s

in their use of radio communications. It was to be assumed

that, through interrogation of radio intelligenee personnel

captured at the invasion of France, the enemy had learned

much concerning the nature of our radio intelligence acti-

vities and the succesaful results achieved . Only the Ameri-

cans , fully confident of victory as they were, still applied

very few restrictions on radio communications during their
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6   a i r o pe r a  .i on s , .; o t h a t +h e r e s  il t s a c l  i e v e   a g a i n s t t h em

remained eaual to those of' former times .

'1'hcse circumstances aade it absolutel•y essential to re-

cover lost ground ir  the detectioli o  enemy air routes , and

in particular the routes followed by enemy air forces at

night.

r'or the above reasons, the following immediate aeasures

were intro3uced :

(1 )  eorganization of radio intellibence covering

, a.reas
in the west;

(2} A redistribution of rr issions , consonant with

the chan ed circu s tances , to the inaividual units of the

' `a d i o I ti t e l l i   e n c e S e r v i c e ;

( j )   'ri e e s t a    l i s hmen t o f f or wa r d l i s t e n i n g po s t s

t o d e t e c t e n e my r a da r o p e r a t i os:s i n a l i n e t rir ou gh t h e  Tos -
•

64 ges i!Iountains , Lorraine, and Trier;

( 4 ) 'l :  c e s t a b l i s  ime n t o f n e w a n d e x pa r s i on of

the existing stations in the coastal areas of Holland ;

( ) 1 h  establishment of a line as described

a bov e or.i t h e r i g h t ba n k s o f t h e ith i n e h i v e r .

k t the sa; e time orders tivere issued that in aircraft

route tracking operations nain e phasis   n as to be placed on

trackin  enerny bomber forces. Ho ,vever , care was also to be

.a k e n t a i n c l u d e en e my e s c or t f i   h t er s   n d t h er e   y b r i n g

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

63

6 4 a bou t a s a t i s f a c t or y s o l u t i on t o t h e d i f f i c ul t p :obl em of

keeping these eacort fighter units under observation .

operation
In this program of reorganizing the radio intelligence

in the west the AF Chief Signal Officer also made his con-

tribution by increasing the number of companies designed

for radar observation of the enemy , so as to reduce the

large size of the areas individual companies had been re-

quired to cover in the paet.

Other measures of general reorganization of the units

•
under the Home uadio Intelli ence Command went hand in hand

with thoae outlined above. After its I  attalion had been

taken from Air Si 
.na

l ltegiment 357 , the regiment was reor-

ganized with three reinforced battalions , the II and III of

which each received a radar observation company . The IV

Battalion currently in process of activation for the regi- 

ment was also taken away . This battalion was intended for

jamming operations and for the time being it wae redesignated

Air Signal "attalion 359 and placed under the nome Air Fleet,

with headquartera at  erlin- Nannsee, from where it was later

i n t e gr a t e d wi t h t 't e h ome •l i r Si gnal u e g i me n t ( Lu f t na ch r i c h -

tenre iment neich ). Thia ter  porary measure was considered e

essential because the Signal 5taff Officer , Home Air Fleet,

was the only authority who had adequate personnel available

to establish the nur erous jamming installations. For jam-
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65 jamming operations in support of home sir defense attalion

359 was committed under the I  'igh ter Corpa.

  'e s i des t h e k i r 5i gnal + egi men t 351 , Ai r Si gnal Ba t t al - 

ions 356 and 357 also had Radar Observation Companiee.

The c mmand post of the I Fighter Jorps, under  eneral Pelz,

was at lreuenbrietzen , together with the Central Command

Post for nadio Intelligence of the Home nadio Intelligence

Command.

The I Fighter  orps was identical with the former XII

• Air Corps , Zeist in Holland (aee headin  "i eporting Center

 eiat" Chapter 10, V , IV , 6 ) and  Ct the time of its commit-

ment at lreuenbrietzen controlled the lst, 2nd ,-.
 d , 7th ,

and 8th : ighter Divisions . Under Defenae Command venter

(   e f eh l s h a b e r Pf i t t e ) f i g h t e r a c t i on i n h ome de f en s e wa s t h e

responsibility of the I Fighter  orps.
 

Air Si ;nal . attalion 356 was activated in 1943 in the

command zone of the Home Air Fleet ezclueively for the missio

of tracking enemy bomber forces. It was probablp formed

from the Aircraft neportin ,
5ervice. During the reorganiza-

tion of the radio intelligence units in  ctober 1944 it no

doubt was designated with the number 356 . It continued as

a unit of the  iome Air Fleet; its reporting center and head-

quarters were at    Berlin-'utiannsee , as was the case with

t h e   iome
headquarters of  r Fleet , As previously atated, however ,
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6  it was assigned u.n
der the C6 , Hone Radio Intelligence Command .

Ita training statue wag not equal to that of  ir Signal Re-

giment 351 , which had received its trainin  in the western

theater , and this high standard of training was now also es-

Battalion
sential for iir  ignal     i    356. A gradual improvement

in this respect was onl;  achieved through the reception of

well trained personnel from other battalions and from the

Air  ignal 'Nomen Auxiliary xeplacement Battalion at Luebeck .

l̀he dis  osition of the  ir Signal  attalion 356 was as

• follows:

1 . Battalion H   at  erlin-iYannaee , Ca: Captain Robert Tratt-
ner (a certified engineer from Nuremburg);

2 . Re por t i n g Ce n t er 3 a t   ' e r l i n- 'Nann s e e : Ai r c r a f t t r a ck i n g ,
zone of interior ;

3 . lst Co., • egiment 356 , Berlin-Wannsee: Radar data in-
terpreting ;

• 4 . 2d Co.,   egiment 356 ,
hamburg; Radar data interpreting

(battle intelligence North );

5. 3d Co ., negiment 356 , Schleissheim , near  unich : Rad a
data interpretation (Battle intelligence Sou th );

6 . 4th Co., negiment 356 , Koeniggraetz, Bohemia : Radar

observation ;

7. 5th Co.,  egiment 356, Boebbingen, near Stuttgart: Radar
observation .

lst Lieutenant Wilhelm Jaeger (prese :a ly Senior  udge,

District Court, Hankenbuettel , County Gifhorn ) commanded the

2d Company, l egiment 356 in Ramburg from September 1944 to
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67 the end of the war . On 9 April 1q45 he and his company

were relieved of the responaibility for  =ttle Inte ligence

(rZadar data interpreting )  Torth by lst Lieutenant Adolf D .

Niemeyer (presently Director of the Continental Gummi  Gerke,

nan over ) with his company , the 16th Co ., "egiment 351 , which

he had been assigned to command on 9 April . Previously ,

Lieutenant hiemeyer had been ad utant and intelligence of-

ficer to General i 
.
lemme, Senior Commander of  adio Intelli-

genee. This change in the control of Bzttle Intelligence

• radar interpretation activities North wae due to the recent

withdrawal of the `̀erman forces and the consequent necessity

f or r eg r ou pi ng a.n d t o t h e t r an s f e r of t h e I I I ba t t a l i on ,

Air Signal ~egim ent 351 northward . lst Lieutenant Jaeger

reports as follows:

(1 ) The deaignations "Irlterpretation North" and

•

" attle intelligence North " in r ?ality eignified no real

difference. The one signified the in terpretation as

such , the other the interpretation in combat operations.

The interpreting elements were quartered in the large

bunker at the "eiligengeistfeld ,  amburg . The Air Sig-

nal Women Auziliaay i eplacements came to the 2d Company

from the Air 5ignal "attalion Luebeck-St,Hubertus.

2 . The 2d Company in the autumn of 1944 had in

operation sixteen field atations, distributed in the

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 129  8

67

67 in the areas from the mouth of the  hine River , through

nolland , northweetern  ̀ermany , and Benmark to the Isle

of Bornholm . The majority of these field etations were

permanently conn ected with the "Interpretation North"

center by direct telephone line; special connections

were established through switchboards with the other

stations for the duration of combat operations. The

possibility also egisted for the transmission of reports

by radio. The reports coming in from the individual

  intercept stations were processed and interpreted in the

and aimultaneously
c en t e r a t 11ambu r g an d c u r r e n t l y r e po r t e d ll  di r e c t t el e -

phone lines to the battle i tBa data computing sections

yof the fighter corps in
,
erlin and of the 2d Fighter

Division in Stade. During the interpretation processes

the interpreting officer at  ̀amburg spoke through ai
laryngophone. The 2d Company , Air Signal Battalion 356

and the Interpreting Center North operated specifically

for the "fighter forces committed in home defenae." On

this subject see also A ppendixes 1-3 .

3 . The Air  ignal nadio Intelligence Companiee had

the miesion of endeavoring to detect the enemy air for-

ce® if at all possible already during their concentra-

tion and then to track the course on which they were

flying . lhis was done by keeping receivers constantly
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t aned in to certain radio frequencies on which the

shortwave, ultraehortwave , and decimeter instruments

installed in enemy aircraft operated (such as the Rot-

t e r dam a n d i   i gh t F' i g h t e r  'Va r n i n g i n s t ru men t s ) ; t h i s a p-

69 plied to both radio and radar receiving sets. As soon as

a field station by these means detected enemy aircraft,

it immeaiately reported the number of transmitting in-

struments registered and the course on which the enemy

aircraft were flying , which was determined by DF instru-

  ments . If other field stations in the vicinity failed

to detect the enem;  aircraft at the same time, they were

oriented by the Interpreting Center TTorth . The combined

radar data from a number of radar stations made it pos-

sible to establish the current station of the enemy air-

c r a f t . Th e e x t en t o f l a r g e f or c e s wa s e a s y t o d e t e r mi r e
 

and it was also a simple matter to track individual air-

craft, such as weather reportino and pathfinder aircraft.

During combat operations th = field stations toox fixes

as ordered at regular intervals of two or three minutes.

Besides ta sin.-
fixes to determine the whereabouts

oz the enemy forces or individual a .rcra
ft , the stations

intercepted the communications of the enemy units . Thi  

necesaitated the presence of language interpreters as

radio operators at the field stations .  11 other i l-
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69 intercepted messages of all typea were also interpreted

immediateljT an : the resultin  data was forwarded to the

appropriate  f fighter units by or through the Eattle

Intelligence Center   Torth (al o referred to as Interpre-

t i n g Ce r:.t e r l  or t h )
.

4 . Lesides the speciali ed radio receivers and

D ' instruments used , use was also made of instrumerlts

using a screen . As a rule the impulses coming fram such

enemy transmitters as the Rotterdam sets were giverl by

• the receivin;; instruments as sounds , so that the D  ope-

rator avould hear a certain type of note at certain in-

tervals frorn a certain direction .

5. Tne raciio in telligence battalion operated on

exclusively radio inte •ceot principles and was not equip-

p e d wi t il t h e D  ' t y pe i n s t r ur  en t s u s e d by t h e Ai r c r a f t
 

1-  e por t i n   i;ompa n i e s -. Th e 2 d   omaan    , Ai r Si an a l n e g i me n t

3 5b d e t e c t e d t h e Lr i t i s h a n d .  me r i c a n a.i r f or c e s wi  i l e

they were still assemblin; in the air over ynaland and

tracked their course witYiout a gap. 2'he current station

and extent of an erlemy air di ision could be established

precisely , but not the i sig  altitude at which it was

flyino ; this could only be c mpu ted b;/ the DF instruments

o f t h e a i r :: r a f t r e por t i n p c ompan i e s , i  l many c a s e s t h e

intercepted messages of tre weather reporting units
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? 0 wY:i c h f l e w ah e ad o f e v e r y l ar g e en emy f or c e ma d e i t po s -

sible to predict the target to be attacked , bu t this

was only so when the messages were in clear text, which

was the case with the Amerioans . Suc  : information made

it possible to recognize deceptive maneuvers of the

enemy force , such as a change of course.

6 . The lfadio Intelligence battalion did not have

the mission of jamming ground or airborne radio communi-

cations traffic.

  Another of these units in existence was Air Signal Bat-

talion 359 . It was activated in the autumn of 1944 , during

th reorganization of Air Signal negiment 351 , from the IV

 attalion of the regiment. This battalion was in process of

activation at the time. It was intended for 3amming opera-

tions and for this purpose had probably abeor8ed the jamming
•

unita of the II  iattalion of the same regiment (See Air Sig-

. .nal egiment 351 in Chapter 10 ,   , IV , 5). As a jamming bat-

talion the new unit was assigned initially under the Aome

Air Fleet and was then incorporated with Air Signal negiment

 'eich (home Air Signal  egiment), a measure due to the fact

that the Signal Staff Officer of the Home Air Fleet was the

only suthority having the personnel available to establish

the required jarnming installations. The battalion was under

the command of  ajor Dahl . As Chief of  amming Operationa
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71 on the staff of the Home '̀adio Intelligence Command , hia

command poet was at that of the CO of the Home "adio Intel-

ligence Command .

Inaaddition to its former areas of responsibility , the

 adio Intercept Service during the war had increasingly been

compelled to assum e reaponsibilit   for the trackin  of enemy

bomber units attacking the  erman zone of interior and for

72 the associated missions involved in supporting the fighter

forces. Thie complex of activitiea was more than the  ir-

  craft $eporting Service had been able to cope with in the

l on g r un , e v en a f t e r r e i c h Bdar s h al Go e r i n g i n t h e s umme r of

1944 had ordered the aasignment of the Aircraft  eporting

 ervice under the Figh ter Arm and the consolidation of the

Radar Qbservation with the Home Aircraft  eportin   ervice.

IIntil that time home air defense had been directed by  efense
 

C Command enter and , as previously stated, the XII Air Corpe

had directed fighter defense operations while the various

air district commands had directed antiaircraft artillery

defense operatione. These latter had also controlled the

Home Aircraft  eporting Service.

The Fibhter Arm ,which in a steadily increaeing measure

was assuming the lead in Home hefense had quite 3ustifiably

demanded au thority to issue directives to the j'adio Interce t

Service and in the westtern theater had even aohieved a
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7 2 c l os e r i r, t e r r e l a t i on .

This new arrangement created the danger that the effort

of the l adio Intercept Service, which had other hibhly im-

portant missions to perform for the air fleets and their

headquarters, would becom e scattered . The virector General

of Si ;nal  ervices (Generalnachr.
ichtenfuehrer ) therefore de-

c i d e d t o   ie e t t h e d eman d s o f t h e Fi s h t e r Ar m a s f a r a s po s -

sible, bu t he was not prepared to place the consolidated

 adio Intelligence Service under the  'ighter Arm in all re-

  spects. ne therefore created the post of a C0, "r' ome Kadio

Intelligence Command ( ̀unk-Aufklaerun sfuehrer heich ), as-

aigned tacticall;  to the AF' High Command and attached to

73 the CG, I Fighter Corps as an adviser , with a command post

at the corps ' headquarters in 1'reuenbrietzen .

Another post created was that of a Senior Commander

 
of nadio Intelli ence (Hoeherer Kommandeur der Funkaufklaer-g

u n ) as the service superior of all radio intelligence units

The C6 , Home  adio Intelligence Com nand was assigned tacti-

cally to the A'r  Hioh Command, administratively under the

Senior Commander of tta.dio
Intelligence, and not under the

 ome Air Fleet. His ra :io intelligence units , Air :;ignal

"egiment 351 and Ai_  Signal  attalions 356 and 357 were

assigned to him tactically a.nd administratively .

The creation of the post of a Senior Commander of
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73 uadio Intelligence failed to produce the deeired effects

(See Chapter 10 , A ). This is evident, among other things , from

the fact that the C0 , Home uadio Intelligenee Command, was

only placed adm inistratively under him .

The C0 , Hom e Kadio Intelligence  omman d , besides the

repor ing centere of the Radio Intelligenee Forcea West over

which he had tactical and administrative command authority ,

also had the suthority to issue operational directivea to

Reporting Centera Eaat and Sou th . Hia request that these

  , should be assigned under him had been re ected .

The aircraft tracking reporta from the unita of the Radio

74 Intelligence 5ervice were transmitted by radio through the

appropriate Reporting  entera to the Central Radio Intelli-

gence Command Post at lreuenbrietzen . Aa long as the home

defense ayetem was still intact and during the period late

 
1944 to early 1945, the following reporting centere were in

operation:

(1 ) i eporting Center 1 . Unit of Air Signal Battalion

357 at Wiedenbrueck near Bielefeld; later at

 ieiligenetadt/Eichsfeld : Advace warning , de-
tection of enemy air penetratione , out ost

area for zone of interior .

(2 ) keporting Center 2 . Unit of Air Signal "egiatent 351 at

Li.m
burg on hahn , later at Triefenetein near Markt Hei-

denfeld on  ain ; Feuchtwangen , south of Rothenburg;
Landshut on IBar : Advance warning for low-altitude at-
tacke , operations, ground situation , fightere .

(3) neporting Center 3. Unit. of Air Signal Battalion 356
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7 4 a t   e r l i n -   ya ? _n s e e wi t +._ e.s s i g r_e d 3 a t t l e I n t e l l i g e n c e

:  e c t i o n s No r t h - -   a :  b u r g ; :. o u t h - - a c h l e i s s h e i m n e a r
   un ich , anu  ast --Cosel , U pper Silesia : A ircraft

tracking ov er zon e oi in ter ior .

,   .Y) neportin   el ter 4 . onit of Air  ignal egirnent 352 in
Vi er:n a c o . e r i n g s ou t h e r n a r e a s : r  dv a n c e  Na r n i n  ; a n d

d e t e c t i on o f' pe n e t r a t i on s f r om s ou t h .

7 5 l 5 )h e po r t i n  ;   e n t e r 5 . ur  i   o f   i r Si b n a l    e g i me n t 35 3 a t ;; o t bu s

covering operations in the east: Advance warning and

detection of penetrations from the east.

Th e t r a c k i n g o f a i r c r a f t ov er t h e z on e oJ i u     ,  i a _ • f  -    

 u i i ;,s c omrrn i t t e d i n t h e   ; e s t e r n t h e a t e r wa s a mi s s i on pr i ma r -

ily of kir Signal Lattalions 356 and 357 of   eporting Centers
 

3 and l . , '  lereas  attalion 35e had only this one mission and

wa a r e s po  , s i b l e f or c ov e r   , , e o f t h e e n t i r e a r e a f r om :  a r zbu r g

t o t h e I  l p s , t h e -  a t t a l i on 3 57 , wr:o s e o pe r a t i n g po i n t s  .ti e r e

in  iorihwest uermany alsc raa other radio in tercept missions

t o p e r f or m.

  n e   or t i n  :   er. t e r 2 o pe r a t e 3 f or I n t e r c e p t a n d   F S t a t i on s

o f t h e I I a r  d I I I   a t t a l i on s o f'   _i r Si gn a l l ,e g i me n t 3 51 i n a i r c r a f t

t r a ck i n g . ri o rre v e r , t h e s e s t a t i orl s we r e r e qu i r e d t o pl a c e

prior emphasis on intelligence re orts  or the hi;her levels

o f c o:nma n d .

To ur.r d s t h e e n s o f t h e wa r t h e i n c r e a s i n _; f r e qu e n cy of

penetrations into the zone of interior from the south m de

c o o pe r a t i on wi t i    e por t,i n  ;   e n t e r 4 a ma t t e r o f s t e a d i l y

mountin  importance.  ̀requent damage to the long lines of

wire communications often made this difficult, bu  . did not
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7 5 r e s u l t i n t h e h ome d e f e n s e f or c e s b e i n  ; t a k en b
,y s u r pr i s e .

 wing to the fact that penetrations by operetional air

forces from the east were a rare occurrence, '̀eporting  enter

5 hardly came into prominerice at all .

7b Th e r  i s s i on s o f t h e CU, :ior  e li i r I n t e l l i   e n c e Comma n d

who , as previously stated ti  as assigned under nranch 3 (Cr,yp-

t ogr a ph i c ) , Uf f i c e of t h e   r Ci  i e f   i b n a l Of f i c e r a t AF Ai gh

Uonmand in matters of radio interceot operations and under

t h e 5 e n i or Comma n d e r o f    a.d i o I n t e l l i g e  l c e f o r a dmi n i s t r a t i v e

 
purposes , were as followg:

ri e wa s r e s p on s i b l e f or t h e t r a c k i n ; of o pe r a t i on a l en e my

air forces and for compilation of the air situatior_ report;

he was adviser to the CU, I   'ighter Corps, responsible for

h ome f i gh t e r d e f en s e o p e r a t i on s . : 'o r t h e pu r po s e s o f c om-

pilation o ' the ra lio intelligence reports received and for•

the purposes of directing aircraft route trac'_ 
ing operations

he was responsible for all other radio intelli ;ence operations

in the eestern theater and for direction of all  a_.m
ing ope-

rations within the zone of interior .

His command post was the Cer:tral  ladio Intelligence

Command  ost at Treuenbrietzen , whicri was ir_ the bunker of

his superior comma,nding general .  eing the Conmanding Gene-

rals adviser on a l matters of aircraft route tracking and

on t h e me s s a g e s r e c e i v e d , h e •rua s u s u a l l y a t t h e f i b h t e r
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76 c on.man :., pos t .

r. i s h e a d du a r t er s s t a f f c ompr i s e d a t a c t i c a l s e c t i on f or

raaio intelligence in the western theater of operatio is and

in the  one of interior , an intelligence aata interpreting  

section , a persoilnel olficer , and a javmin; operations o 'ficer

All m essages received were delivered to the  hiei of

 taff and tY• e radio intercept and  F dat .
interpreters and

entered on a situation map; from this map and the general

p i c t u r e e v ol v i n  ; f r om r a :] i o i n t e r c e p t a n d : F r e p o  t s c ompa r e d

  wi t h t h e a i r s i t u a t i on ma p pr e pa r e d by  t h e .  i r c r a f t n e por t i n g

 ervice , the final air situation map was compiled . The re-

ports and the interpretations were delivered to the Air Force

Gperations  taff (Intelligence Section : l. telligence Data

Tn t er pr e t a t i on Su b- 5 e c t i on lV e s t ) ; t o t h e ri ome   i r r'l e e t    

throu ;h the raaio intercept liaison officers stationed at
•

that air fleet headquarters; and to the I Fi hter  orps

Conma n d Po s t , wili c h c o   mi t t e d i t s f i gh t e r a n a o t h er u n i t s

accordingly .

These activities of the Cu, : iome  s.d
io lntellioence

 ommand also included Zhe processin  of radio inteTceNt re-

p or t s   o t h e r t h a r  t n o s e c ol: c e r n i _i ,  a i r c r a f t r a c k i n o o p e r a -

tions   Yor the hi :her levels of command , including isranch

3 , 1: i r r or c e   n i e f   i g r_a l Of f i c e r , a n   t h e h a n :; l i n g a r_d e x e -

cution of requests and orders from that branc  .
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?7 Th e Jamming Operati ge Command Center was also a part

of the  entral Hadio Intelligence Command Fost. During

penetrations by enemy air forces the chief of this poet was

at the Command Post of the I Fi hter  orps , where he orien t-

ed himself currently on tbe operational intentiona of the

f 
.g
hter forces. Ja.m.m

ing operationa were directed primarily

at interference with the      I British hyperbel naviga-

tional system in operation during penetrations by enemy air

forces . W  en the in tention existed to commit againat the

- enemy forces fighters o; erating with navigational aid9 , the

Chief of  amming Operations had to instruct hia units to

order silence for the jamming instruments directed at the

areas in queation . These orders were transmitted simulta-

neously over  adio Command Center of the central oifice of

the postal services, the transmitting statione of the figh t-
 

er divisions, and particularly over the radio trsnemitters

held available specifically for this purpose , as well as

over the transmitting stations of the air district commands

responsible in the areas coilcerned . These orders to Cease

jammir g operations had to be trar smitted within a very short

space of time .

Al1 air and ground units w ere required to report daily

to branch 3, AF Chief Si nal Officer , concerning any inter-

ferences with their commun ications due to German jamming
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78 operations.

Generally speaking , the German Radio Intercept Service

was oppoaed to radio and radar jamming , since it caused the

enemy to change over to different frequencies which it was

only possible to detect and intercept after long effort or

n o t a t a l l .

 s was shown  neviously in the account of Battle Intelli-

gence  Torththe DF observation units assigned under the C0,

Home Radio Intelligence Command had no DF or radar instruments

  such as thoae of the Aircraft Reporting Service companiea .

Their only mission was to receive enemy radar , navigational ,

and identification signals, determine their location and

their technical methods and the tactical features revealed

79 thereby . By detecting and locating the enemy aircarried

panoramic instruments of the i otterdam or  eddo type they

 

effe  tively aupported aircraft route tracking operations.

They were equipped with ultrashortwave, dec meter and DF

receivers furnished w ith oscillographs .

The Radio Intelligence Central Command Post was staffed

by a compan 200 strong  which
yg  ;

 
    {     g:      wa s or g an i z e d i n 1 Ope r a t i n g , 1 Com-

mand Post, 1 N.a,dio Intercept Liaison Officers, and one In-

terpreting platoon . The company was activated by the I Bat-

talion , Air Signal  egiment 351 (later 357 ) at the time when

that battalion was f tting out the command post. 'Nhen the
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79 C0 , Home Radio Intelligence Command took over the command

post, the campany paseed under his comma d and was no longer

part of Air Signal  attalion 357 .

The organization and operating procedures of the Badio

intelligence units assigned under the Commanding Officer and

their reporting channels are shown in Charts 1-3 at the end of

thie chapter.

At this point the valuable services merit mention which

Captain Rueckheim , C0 , Air Signal  attalion 357 rendered in

• conn eetion with the establishment of Reporting Center Zeiet

and of the Radio Intelligence Central  ommand Poet at Treuen-

brietzen , services which are appreciated particularly by the

former C0, Home Radio Intelligence Command.  s a @g lieuten-

ant and C0 , Intercept Station PewBUm , Rueckheim on the baeis

of his ezperience in this post and from the German air vic-
-

tory in fleligoland Bight on 18 December 1939 recognized at

that early stage that the xadio Intercept Service Was deatined

to serve not only ae a source of information for the higher

levels of command but also as an instrument supporting the

conduct of tactical warfare. What strengthened him in his

views was the fact that the whole aircraft reporting aystem

at the time was based on reports from visual observera ,which

necessarily reached the defense commands too late, and on

DF instruments which could operate over only ahort distances
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80 whereas the radio intercept service could track enemy units

from the moment of their takeoff , so that its reports would

insure farr more timeous and rnore effective action by the

defending forces .
Later , when the entire radar service was

paralyzed by the enmy use of t e foil , no responsible command

au thority could afford to re ect any longer the use of the

Radio Intercept Service as one of the most important elements

in th e defense syatem .

  : other point which contributed largely towards the auc-

!
cese achieved by the 1{adio Intercept Service was the fact

that its units in their monitoring and detecting operations

included the navigational aids used by the enemy , and the

fact that this interception of directional beams, ground

81 radar stations , air-carried panorama ( otterdam and Nieddo

type), and identification eignal isntrument traffic providedi
exceptionally reliable information for use in the tracking

o f s i r c r a f t ( a e e a l s o Ch a pt  er 1 1 , B , I V, 6 )
.

3adio in telligence had thus attained a position of de-

cisive importance in the conduct of active air defense. As

the war continued i cs areas of activities and responaibilities

in the zone of interior steadily increased . Theae areas now

also i :cluded civilian authorities, the economy , industry

and tranaportation . The service was able to furnish data on

the air situation directly to the civilian regional command
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of its atrength retired to the Alpine 8edoubt area , while

the other half of the latter battalion and the III Battalion ,

Air Signal  attalion 351 retired northward (See Chapter 10,

B, IV, 5, 6). According to the nature of ita current miseione,

Air Signal "attalion 356 probably aPlit, one part moving

south and the other part north .

For the Radio Intelligence  entral Command Post, whieh

was to be tranaferred south, a temporary station wae contem-

plated at Hirschau, Bouth of the Fichtel  Iountains. Plans

• provided for it to move later from there to Zell am See. At

the end , the CO with his advance party (an aireraft repvrting

team ) wae in yend . gir Signal Dattalion 359 probably fol-

lowed the same route ae the  ommanding Officer .
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83 A endix 1 to Cha ter 10,
i  

- •

Oh Gx h I ZATI Uh AL CHAItT

  ome   a t  i o I n t c l l i g e: c e  
Command

- - - - - - --  L adio Intelligence Cen- ;
tra  Command Poet  

t--  .i   - - -   . _AS Regt 351 AS  n 35 ; AS Battalion 357
Runkel near  erlin-tiYannsee = Heiligenstadt
himburg on ;

, ;  Lahn  
!

.:.................8...............,. .AS . attalion 355 1 AS Regt 352 kS Regt 353
Oslo ' Siemstetten8 Cottbus

 

l s t Co . ,
 Da t a Re por t i rig ' I  e por t i ng

In terpretatior  Center 4 Center 5

  Jslo Vi _nna Cottbus
 

d Co.,Shortwave- Intercept
s t al den

! 3d Co., Short- &
  Ul t r a s h or t wav e  
  Intercept  Stava er

4th Co.,Short- &
U1trashortwave

Intercept
Kirkenes

5th Co., Radio
DF

Os l o
 

Ze  en d .
Assigned for all purposes

..... Authority to issue directivea in all matters of
aircraft tracking

AS = Air Signal

For organization of I, II, III Battalions ,351st Regimezlt,
Ai r S i gna l Ba t t a l i on   3 56 8c 3 57 s e e p . 894 .
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84 Appendix 1 to Chapter 10,A, 9--Continued

Air Sig Regt 351 '

I

I B- ttalion II Battalion III Battalion
Runkel on Lahn Westheim Teck Burg Schwalbach

Hessen

Reporting Cent r 7th Co.,Ultra- 12th Co., Short-
2 shortwave inter- wave Intercept

Limburg on Lahn cept + DF lriefenstein
Heidelberg

8th Co.,Short-
13th Co., Short-

 th Co., Data wave intercept  ̀ave Intercept

Interpretation Weilheim
Hotzappel near

Zimburg
Zimburg

9th Co .,Short- 17th Co., Ultra-26th Co, wave Intercept shortwave inter-Operating Jessingen near
Weilheia  g  n iu

  
em

lst Com ,Tactical 16th Co., Radioadi i    ligenc lOth Uo .,l adio   DF 4bservation  DF Ob  rvation
i Siegburg2d Co.,Technical nbach near

Runk el Darms t adt  

Air Sig Ba ta ion A ir g Battalion Air ig Battalion
356 35? 3 55

3erlin Wannsee iieiligenstadt Oslo

eporting Center 3 Reporting enter 2 1   a
Berlin-Wannsee Heiligenatadt++

 r
 t   tet

   

Uslo
2d Co., Shortwave

lst Co ., Data In- lst Co., Data in- Intercept
  terpreting terpreting Halden

Berlin-Wannsee Heili enstadt

2d Co. Shortwave In-
3d Co., Short- &

,Data In- 2d Co., Ultrashortwaveterpreting/North tercept.HeiligenstadHamburg
Intercept

3d Co., Shortwave In Stavanger

3d Co., ata In-
terce t. Pewsum 4th Co., Short- &4th Co.,Shortwave In-terpreting/South terce t, eidenbrueck

 
-
trashortwave

Schleissheim near th Co .,Shortw ave In-
Intercept

.
I Turembur terce t. Husum

K1rkenea

? dhCo.,hadio DF th Co., Shortwave n- 5th Co ., Radio DF
Observation terce t. Heili enstadt Observation
Koeni raetz lOth Operating Co . Oalo

5th Co ., dio DF Heili enetadt
Observation h Co ., na.d

io DF
Boeblingen near Observation

S t u t t ar t +  i e de nbr u e c k
Data Interpreting

Ea s t
Cosel ,Upper Siles
sia

+ h a t e r t r an s f e r r e d s u c c e s s i v e l y t o Tr i : f e n s t e i n n e a r ffi   3      a r k t
Heidenfeld on  ain ; Feuchtwangen ,south of Rothenburg ; Landshut on
Isar . ++ Previously at Wiedenbrueck near Bielefeld .
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g5 Appendix 2 to Chapter 10,
A, 9

Z  .

I,n .Abt.3
56 Air Signal Battalion 356

Bl n-  la nn s e e ' ' e r l i n ! Nann s e e

I/351 I Battalion ,   Signal Regiment 351

hn .Abt. 355 Air Signal Battalion 365

Ln .Rgt.351
Air Signal  'egiment 351

   
Gefechtsauswertung Battle Radio Intelligence Data
Nord/Sued/Ost Interpretation tdorth/South/East

i iel dekopf Kepor t i ng Cen t er

Flugverfolgung Aircraft Tracking

Keich Rome or Zone ot' Interior

Vorwarnung Early or rorward iNarning

Einfluege ueber See Penetrations from Sea

Vorfeld und Reich Early Warning or Outpoat Areas
e

and flome or Zone of Interior

Ei n f l u e g e 1'e n e t r a t i on s
Tactical Air Force

TAF     LS  i     1       Ck      3f 

Einsaetze Uperations

Erdlage  round Situation

Jaeger Fightera

1/356 lst Company , Air Signal kegiment 356

Fu  i.B Auswertung Radio DF Observation Data Interpre-
ting

 
     , B DF Observation

nuswertung Interpreting

K ,w, Empf , Shortwave Intercepting

RAF Bomb Kdo I AF Bomber Command

K .W .
(Illegible) KW =   ortwave

 setrieb Uperating or  peration

   adio

Nahaufklaerung Short Range neconnaissance

Sprech Voice

Transport Verb Transport Unit

l̀ e ch . K  mp .
l e ch n i c a l Compa ny
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86 A  pendix 3 to Chapter 10,
A , 9 .

1 ' e g en d .

Z.A .F
Radio Intelligence  entral Command
Post

Ge f . Au s w Ba t t l e 11a d i o I n t e l l i g en c e Da t a I n -
i  o r d / Su e d/ Us t t e r pr e t i n g l lo r t h f Sou t h / Ea s t

irle l d e k o p f F  e po r t i n  ;   e n t e r

Lu f t f l o t t e n - Kd o h e i c h h ome Ai r Fl e e t H , 
Intelligence Div .

Zi  Fuehrungsstab Ic, AF Cperations Staff , Bata Interpretin
Au s we r t e s t e l l e We s t  ,  e s t

1 .2.3 ., etc lst, @d , 3d , etc .

Jagd-vivision , J .gd-
) Fighter aivision

Div ., J . Div )

Kdr . Ge ?eral d .dtsch .  -erman Air Force Command , Denmark
Lu f t wa f f e Da e n e ma r k

Jagdfliegerfuehrer) Fi hter Command , Denmark

  Daenemark )

        ZX     
Gaubefehlstand Weimar  egional Command Post Weimar

(Civilian Air  efense )

A miral Deutsche Bucht :  aval Command Helligoland Bight

Fuehrer der Schnellboote  -Boat  ommand

befehlshaber der ) Commander of Security Forces
Sicherungsstreitkraefte)

    gX  X      X  #$ X
    1        L 1         

i ..
 

 
i

_
L;    

T Zarine Peilabtlg ) IZaval DF Battalion , Helligoland
 Leu t s ch e Bu cb t ) Bi

; :h t
 

Zu f t wa f f e nkd o  re s t Ge r ma n AF Comma n d       We s t

J .G . righter Wing

III, IV , Flak-Korps III, IV , AAA Corps

Oberbefehlshaber west Cornmander in Chief West

Heeresgruppe A ,B ,v . Arm y
Group A , B , and D

A .O.K 25.,3., etc Twentyfifth Army , Third Army , etc.
Pz . AOK Panzer Army

P z . IJi v i s i on   a r  z e r Di v i s i on

 Ye i t e r e 5- 6 A . K ' s r ù r t h e r 5- 6 11.r m,y
Cor ps

Warnkdo A ir x aid rVarn ing Cen ter or Detach-
m en t

Wa-Kdo.
" " " " " "

it  i r .   e n e r a l d , d t s   h .
)

  e r ma n AF Comma n d ldor wa yLu f t wa f f e i  o r we g e n )

  X     
   l i eg e r f u e h r e r 5 Ai r  %omma n d 5

Tor p e d o Fl i e g e r To r p e d o Bomb e r .  ì n g i  or wa y
 eschwader Norwegen
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87 A ppenfaix 3 to Chapter 10 , A , 9T-
Continued

          a    
"efehlshaber Sicherungs- ) Commander of Security r'orcee
streitkraefte Norwegen ) Norway
  la r i n e Pe i l ab t . iV'or we g e n    av a l DF Ba t t a l i on PJor w  y
HY4 Intercept Service I,iaison Officer
HVK Intercept 5ervice Ziaison Detach-

ment
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es
B

ORGANI ZATI ON, I1 I SSI ONS , AI+TI) Oi'EkATI ONS OF THE

GERNiAN t A:!) I O I  TTELh I GEI  CE SE   VI CE AN1) THE RE-

SUh TS ACHI EVED I N TH  VAi  I OUS Al lt FLEET ZONES

AN  T  ATr .ft
S OF OPERATI ONS

I . I N FI HST AIJD FOURTH AI R Fh Eh T ZOl'lES DURI NG TN  CAI  PAI GN

I N POI AND- - 1 SEI TEIy1BER 1 9 39 - EItD OF CANIPAI GPJ ON 1 OCTOBER

1939 .

l . Brief neview of Intercept Service  evelopments in

Zon e of Fi r s t Ai r Fl e e t i n 1 9 3 9  dr i or t o t h e   lar .

a . The Static Intercept 5tations in Firat Air Fleet
 

Zone and in the Zone of Air r'orce Command Eastern Prussia at

the Beginning of 1y39 .

(1 ) Reich A ir  inistry Weather 5tation Glindow  W .-

Glindow ). This station was in a newly constructed masonry

building specially erected for the purpose of radio intercep-

'  tion roughly two miles (3 kilometers) south of Glindow near

;Kerder (Potedam ), combined with a group of  F buildings

(Peildorf ) in ga.m
iner Luch about 5 miles (7 kilometers) south

west of it. The weather atation was temporarily in the Air

Signal caserne at Yotsdam-Eiche from 1 April 1937 until it

moved to Glindow towards the end of 1937.

Tactically and administratively assigned under the HIND

AF H t Ai r Si gn al   'a t t al i on , Po t s dam- Ei c h e , Ge n e r a l -  Vev e r Ca -

Battalion
serne; C0:  ajor 5chneider , formerly I iajor Prinz.
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89

B-1 p.  Station Chief : Zieutena.nt Colonel Gottschling ; Arior to

1 January 1y38 Inspector - ecker .

Area Covered : Russia and Poland.

Field Stationa:Koschuetz, immedia tely north of Schneidemuehl ,
 a stern romerania.

Cooperated with : An unidentified radio operating and intercept
(MtZ)

c ompany,
  under Capt a i n t  ent e , of t he CI NC H+ 

Air Signal battalion.

Remark : The Air N,inistry  eather Station was deactiva-

ted on 1 June 1939 . The caserne building con-

tinued in use as a radio monitoring poet of

t h e Ai r Fo r c e . ( Se e  ,Ye a t h e r i.
  e por t i n g Con t r ol 

  .tation W-1 , Pulsnitz).

(2) Weather Station   Y-2l , Pulsnitz. In a newly con-

structed maeonry building , specially designed for radio inter-

cept activities at the w estern exits of Puls_   itz, Saxon Ober-

laueitz, with DF posts at r'riedersdorf roughly two miles (2

- 1/2 kilometer north of Pulsnitz.

Tactically and Administrativel,y assigned under : II Battalion ,

lst Air Signal nediment, Dresden- lotzsche, iiermann Coering

Kaserne (Battalion C0 : i :ajor Jakoby , simultaneously
a
cting

regimental commander ; Adjutant: Zieutenant Pie; formerl 

Battalion C0 : of II Battalion lst ttegiment ot I Battalion ,l3th

11egiment: &Iajor von Weech ; former Adjutant Captain Zemmel).

Station Chief: Captain Dr . Ulrich (promoted  Tajor on 1 June

1938 ); Inspector Schieron , Kutter .

Area Covered : Russia , Poland , previously main emphasis on
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C: echoalovakia .

rield Stations: See Organization , below .

Organization :  Neather Station   Y-21 was established , origi-

nally as Station  -23 in Villa Asparagus at the Dresden-

&l o t z a c h e a i r f i e l d wi t   pe r s onn e l f r om S t a t i on 'ur'- 1 3 , Br e s l au ,

by Captain  'r . Ulrich and placed for administrative ourpoaes

under the lst  ompany , 13th hegiment (CO l  a  or von V eeeh   at

 resden-Klotzsche. Station  1v-23 cooperated closely with the

2d Radio Compan y (under Captain r'abig ) of the 13th  egiment,

• which company also included an intercept platoon . Occasionall

- this intercept company was assioned completely to  tation JY-

23 for employment at its field stations . 'wrhen the I Battalion ,

13th became the II Battalion lst  ir Signal Hegiment on 1 July

1938 , the 2d Company of the 13th became the oth Radio and Ir -

tercept Company of the lst Air Signal uegiment . Captain Fabig
 

remained company commander until 15 August 1939. The company

included on its staff 5econd Lieutenant   eyer and  aster Ser-

g e an t   te gn e r , f r om t h e s pr i n g of 1 9 3 9 on r  a s t er Se r g e an t

Schoenberg , At mobilization  aptain Fabig converted the

peacetime 6th Company , lst, to form the 6th Company , llth Air

Sigr_a
l negiment. Under Lieutenant Colonel  Takoby (p»omoted

Colonel on 1 September 1939 } was activated at mobilization ,

using the existing II and elements of the I Battalion , lst

Signal "egiment and committed on 15th August 1939 under the
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? First Air r leet in the northern zone of the eastern theater .

Ca p t a i n  i e n.
k el ( Re s e r v e ) a s s ume d c omman d ov e r wha t r e ma i n e d

of the peacetime bth Company , lst 'rtegiment, together with the

radio intercept Q atoon . This platoon was stationed at the

Pulsnitz   eather Stationand expanded to form the1D   Company ,

lst Air Signal   egiment, which was transferred to the front.

The remainin  elements of the bth Company remained at the tuls

nitz 'Neather Station as a housekeeping unit during the cam-

paign in Polan :, the operations of the station having been

    transferred to yernau .  'urther details on this subject follow

l a  ;e r .

To cover Czechoslovakia   ation    1-23 in 1937-38 had set

up iive intez•cept and DF posts (de ignated as weather research

stationa) along the Czech  '_•ontier er_tendin  from Upper Silesia

to  avaria .
(See Chapter S , II, 2 ,c

)
. After  ermali occupation

 

of the Sudetenland in 1y38 , field stations were set up there

at Saatz/Egerland and Zwittau/i, :oravia , the latter designated

4Je a t h er l  e s e a r c h S t a t i on 'v o - 2 U1 ,     '   ZZ   dXK 48 mi l e s ( 8 0 k i l o-

meters)south of Glatz. At the establishment of the Protectorate

of Bohemia and li  oravia in 1939 the field stations serving to

cover Czechoslovakia were abandoned. Instead , Station  +Vo-ya-

radies waU established for operations against roland and Russia

On 1 July 1y38 the I Air Signal        Battalion , 13th Regi-

ment became the II  attalion , lst Air Signal He iment And
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8 Station W-23 was redeaignated W-21 . On 14 February 1939 the

newly built masonry intercept station in Pulsnitz was taken

over by Station W-21 . Actually , it was   taken into service

a l r e a dy i n mi d- aumme r 1 9 38 . On 3 U   Iay 1 9 39   ia,j or I?r . Ul r i c h ,
n •,    t  ti     ,

the departing f  chief of Station W-21 , Bulsni/tz ceremonn  
 

i 'at e d-   h e c onv er s t e   t of t he at a t i on t o t he Weat her

  e por t i ng Con t r ol S  t t i on of t he Fi r e t A.i r   l e e t   i tG'    
'J

 
l

      '   
,,,

  ato t  ,c   ,
 

,U '
(3 ) Station W-11 , Breslau , in the O1 servatQrv , re -

mises of Breslau-Kri2tern .

_ Tacticall  assigned under : Air District Comm.an
d iiQ Air Signal I

Battalion 8 , Breslau-Schoengarten .

Station Chief: hTajor Babel ; previously , from October 1938 to
 arch 1939 , Tvla jor Eick . Inspector  esser .

Area Coyered : Poland , Russia , previously also Czechoalovakia .

Field Stations : Kreuzberg , Upper Sile$ia; Steinau/on Oder River ,

transferred in mid-1939 to i 'rankenberg .

  Urganization : Station   Y-11 was established on 1 October 1936 ,

originally as Station  rW-13 , at Breslau-Krietern , in

t h e l o c a l ob s e r v a t or y , by 1ti La j or Go t t s c hl i n g . D+ a j or

Gvtte.
 hling was dispatched for this purpose by the

Staff Signal  fficer , Air Branch , Air Ministry , to

Air District Command Hi  VIII, Breslau , and used

military personnel detailed from the Ar y together

with civiliana to organize the station . Inspectors

Besser and Schieron .

With the exception of its intercept functions, Station W-

13 was initially assigned directly u.
der Air District Command

Breslau . VPhen  ajor Gottschling was recalled to the Air
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9 iti:i n i s t r y i n r' e b r u a r -y or ; ia r c h 1 9 3 7 l  a j or v on Kn ob e l s do r f , a s s i s t -

e d b y I n s p e c t or  ' e s s e r , o f' t h e I i3a t t a l i on Ai r Di s t r  _c t Comm.a n d

h  Signal "esiment assumed command over the Station . Un 31 L:arcrl

1937 atation  Y-13 released cadre personnel for the esta lishment

:J r e s d e n
o f t h e n ew S t a t i on Y - 23,

  ( s e e a b ov e } a n a i n 1 9 33 a g a i n  t r e l ea s e d

personnel to establish  necial 1'urposes  ̀leather Station Budapest

(See ehapter 9 , II, 2 , c). In October 1y38 [  :ajor  ;ich assumed

c omma n d of S t a t i on  Y- 1 3 a n ci on h i s t r a n s f e r t o   p e c i a l Pu r p o s e s

 Ne a t h e r   t a t i on Bu d a p e s t i n    ia r c  . 1 9 3 9 h e wa s s u c c e e d e d b y h a j or

S   'a b e l . Un 1 J u l y 1 938 St a t i on I r - 1 3 wa.s r e d e s i gn a t   :d   - 1 1 . V  l e n

German troops entered Czechoslovakia on ly  larch 1939 Air  is-

10 trict Comman:  VIII, Breslau was transierred from the First Air

 'leet to the command of the Fourth Air r'leet, Vienna . It was

only after the campaiorn in Poland that  tation YV-11 , Breslau ,

was redesignated  Y-24 and assio ed under  Neather Neporting Con-
 

t r o l S t a t i on 4 i n Vi en n a . :1)u r i
.:g t h e c a  r;pa i gn i n P ol a.n d , a l s o ,

t h i s s t a t i on wa s n o t un d e r   Vea t h e r lt e por t i n g :.on t r o l 5 t a t i on 1 .

(For more details see rart 10 , B , I, 3, b and 4 , a , a , 2 , a2/1 ,

(2)•

  ( 4 )
_
S
_
t a t i on W- 1 'o , t  o 'ob e l bu d e . Ap pr ox i ma t e l y 11 mi l e s

(13 kilometers) southwest of : oenigsberg , close to the road and

Autobahn superhighway to E1binG . Located in prefabricated

buildings.

lactically assi ned under : r:ir Signal Dattalion 6 , Air Force
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Command HeadquartersEastern Prussia, in Koenigaberg.

Station Chief : Captain Opitz; Inspector Blaschey.

Area Covered : Poland, Ruasia, Balkan States; if necessar t

Finland, Sweden .

Field Stations : Tuasainen near Ragnit, Nimmersatt D emelland)

and in the Masurian area.

Organi ation : Station W-16 was formed , originally ae

Station W-11 , on 1 DQarch 193? in the head-

quarters building of A ' Air Port Insterburg ,

Eastern Prussia (Air Force Area 1 ),   d

t r a n a f e r r e d t o Kobb e l bu de on 31   fla x•c h 1 9 39 .

On 1 July 1938 it was designated W-16 . Be-

  cause of t e apeoial situation of Easterni
Pruseia Air Force Command Lastern Pruesia

+
had been eatabliahed ,in plaee of the normal

Air District  ommand 1 , as an independently

operating command. For thia reason Sta-

t i on    - 1 1 h a d t o b e r e d e s i gna t e d V - l 3 b e -

  cause Air Diatrict Command 3, Dreeden, of

whose asea Breslau had been a part had been

deactivated and replaced by the First Air
 

Fleet  reaponsible for all eastern Cermany

With the exception of  astern Purssia and

Auatria .

Aleo for thie reason the planned aasign-

ment of Station W-16 under the First Air

Fleet  eather Reporting Control Station

created on 1 June 1939 cauld only take

  place after Eastern Prussia ut der mobili-

zation conditions had been placed under

the First Air Fleet and the Polish Corrido

had come under  'erman control in the Polis

campaign . Station W-16 then , consonant

+ r Signal  attalion 6 , under which Station 16 ,gobbelbude

wae tactically assigned , was a unit of AF Comnaand  astern
aruesia .
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11 witz the circumstance of its bein  located witriin t: e zone

o   t 'r_e Fi r s t h i r i 'l e e t wa s g i v an a d e s   gr_3
t i on nu mb e r r e -

f e r r on o t a t ha t Fl e e   , a.n d   i : :c e t h e e : _i s    i n ;  St a t i on  ' y- 1 1

t o  ; e t h e r wi t r-  t n e a r e a o f   r e s l a u ow c a me u n d e r t tze r ou r t h

Ai r   'l e e t a n d ; <«.s c on s e qu e n t l y r e d e s i gn z t e 3 W- 2  a i t e r t h e

c a Tipa i g n i n r o l a n d , t  l  : k    bb e l bu d e s t,a t i on wa s  , i v e n i t s

f or me r d e s i   n s.t i   n    ?n b e r a f . - 11 .

b . l y 5y     c  t i v a t i on o f   le a t :ze r - e  ;or t i n g   on t r o l S t a -

t i on +r - L- 1 , i n   u l n i t z , a s t h e i n t e r c e p t   o n t r o l d ea t e r o  ' t n e

r i r s t k i r L •l e e t . !: c t i va t i on o t' t h i s u - l i t wa U i n i t i   ,t e d on 1 J u n e

1    3  >a t t h e s t a t i c i n t e r c e p t s t a t i on i n   u l s n i t z , u s i n .  pe   •s on -

 
n e l f o r   h e pu r po s e f r om t h e Ai _r , .i n i s t  .y  re a t h er Ut a t i on , wh i c r

a t t h e s a me t i me wa s be i n .J d e a c t i v a t e u , a n  t f r o:n S t a t i on  ;- 21 ,

r u l s ll i t z , t h e l a r   e r n u . :b e  ̂ o _  p e r s c r  : e l c   mi n  ; f r om S t a t i on

  VT2 l , wh i l e t r e _' i n i s t r y s t a t i on o}11v r el ea : e d qu a l i f i e d s pe -

cialist personnel .

'i a c t i c a l l y a s s i   r_e  a u n d e r • i I   a t t a l  .on , l s t Ai r   :i Vn a l  t e ,  i men t ,

Y           iq?L'   
'
 

  r e s d e n - i  l o t z s c h ° .  i   .t t a l i on   t,  : Zi e  _i t.e r a n t  ; ol on e l J   :  o b   , s i -

c u l t a z: e ou s l y i n c or.une.,  d o t ' t a e r e ;;i men t .

 tation  nief:  ieutenant  olon l  ottsci:lino ; In: pector : chie-

ren .

: rea Covered . nussia , Poland .

 ' i    l d S t a t i on s : i 'Y  e :'  i r l l e e t c on t r o l c e n t e r a s s u me d c on t r ol
.  .  .

ov e r    e a t h e r l e s e a i  c h   t   .t i or.   o s c i u e t z n e a r

:  c :.n e i d emu e il l f r orz   i     d e a c t   v . t e  l : :z ll i s t r     ,'  e s  c'

e r 5 t a t i on J l i   d o  r , a n   . ov er   : a   rie r -.e - e a r c il

  t   .  i o .  I'a r    d i e s a t   =a s e r i t z f r om .J t   t i on  r- 21 ,

  u l s rl i t :  ,    _  ci a .   i
,_;n e r1 b o t a v  e a   h er r    s e a r cl  

s t a.t   on s   o t h e .Ze    l ,y a c t i v a t e d   t a t i o ri  u1- 2 1 ,
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  eu t s c:  - Kr on e pr i o r t o t h e ou t b r e a -  o f t h e wa r .

c . 1 9 3y : T-r a n a f e r   or     e t i v a t i on o t ' S t a t i on '  - 21 t o

 or at} yeutsch-.,Irone. This occurred o-  1 June 193a and the new

unit was lodged in a country house o ,l the outskirts of lleu tsch-

r•r on e . Th e ma j or i t :   a f i t s pe y s on n e l c a me f r om t h e d e a t i v a t e d

i :i n i s t r y r, e a t h e r   t a t i on Gl i n d ow , t h e r e s t f r or . S t a t i on ' '  - 21 ,

which supplied all its Qersonnel not required for the activation

o f we a t h e r              e por t i n  ; Con t r o l S t a t i on  N- 1 . Th e s i t e h a d

been reconnoitered in l iay 1y39 by  aj  r hr . Ulrich , with the

•
S tation V̀i-21 , usin; radio receivers and BF instruments for the

purpose .

1'actically assi ned ur_der :
I  attalion , lst Air Signal Regiment,

Berr au , near  erlin . Battalion CC : Captain

ll en s e l , li i t h e r t o i r  : :r a n c h 3 ( Cr y p t o ; r a ph i c ) ,

Uf f i c e of Ai r i ii n i s t r y Ch i e f   i gn a l Uf f i c e r ;

Inspector : Kutter . The chief of the deactivated
•

Station W-21 , Pulsnitz, became chief of the

n e wl y a c t i v a t e d   Ve a t h e r i  e por t i n .; Con t r IDl S t a t -

i on 2 , Te l g t e i n  J̀e s t ph a l i a .

A
Areas Covered : roland, Russia .

Fi e l d   t a t i on s : o   e a t h e r   e por t i n  ; Con t r o l   t a t i on 1 , t h r ou gh

  :  t a t i on 'N- 21 , a s s ume d c on t r ol o v er ',  e a t h e r n e -

s e a r c h S t a t i on s    o- Pa r a d i e s a t 14'ie s e r i t z , Fa s t -

e  . n Pome r a n i a , a n d , io - 'r:o s c hu e t z a t Sch n e i d$mu e h l

  :n d i n s t a l l e d :  t a t i on ' Sfo- 5 c h l o c h a u , L ' a s t e r n P o-

merania.

d . 1    3y : Th e
_

 t e por t i n   Ar e a s of  Ye a t h e r   e por t i ng

Control Station 4Y-Leit-1 .  'or operations this unit was aseigned
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1 3 un d e r Br a n c ti 3 ( Cr y p  :og r a
_ 

  ii c )
, Uf f i c e o f t h e Ai r :. i n i s t T•y Ch i e f

Signal Officer , and under the First Air Fleet Intelligence uf-

f i c e r ,
+ ::o l on e l li r . Dr . S e  _

d e l , l a t e r Co l on e l rLu eh n e . I t s r e -

porting area iilcluded thE entire east, in cooperation rvith the

we a t n er s t a t i on s c oTr mi t t e d i n t h e z on e s o f t h e Fi r s t Ai r    l e e t

a n d o f Ai r 7 'o r c e Comma n d La   t e r n l r u s s i e ,   t a t i on s    J- 1 6 , Yio p pe l -

b u d e ; a  - 2 1 , ll eu t s c h - Kr on e ; a n a ' N- 1 1 , 3r e s l a u .
++S u r i n ` pe a c e

the weather stations were not assigned directly under the cor_-

trol stations. Control Stat10I1 W-Leit 1 also established con-

'  t a c t wi t ri t h e we a t r  e r r o po r t i n   , c on     ol s t a t i on of t h e Fou r t h

Air Fleet, Station W-Leit-4,    ien , in premises at Vienna 5U ,

' o. 13 Schwarzenbergplatz, and the stations it controlled ,
St a t i on s 'r '- 1 4 ,  Yi e  .  -

:  i r s c h s t e t t en a n d Sp e c i a l I'u r po s e s 'J 'e a t h e r

S t a t i on 1  u da p e s t - : r.a t y a s f o e l d f o r t h e i n t e r c n a n g e of i mpr o t a n t

intercept reports. For further deta :ls on missions, or anization

 
and op  rations of a weather reporting control station and of a

we a t h e r s t a t i on t h e r e a  : e r i s r e f e r r e d t o  Eh a p t e r 9 .

e . 1  ̀ 39 : i :ob i l e I n t e r c e p t Un i t s i n   on a  of F i r s t Ai r Fl e e t

and Air Force Command  ast  rn Fr ussia . Zhe follawino motorized

r a d i o a n d i n t e r c e p t c ompa n i e s we r e wi t h i _ t :  e t   ro z on e s a t t h e

points indicated :

(1 ) 2d Co., lst F.egiment, under the rehiments I 13attalion

at  ermau

bth " " " under the regiment 's II  attalion

at  resden-nlot  ,sche.
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1 4 ( Z ) 6 t h Co . , :4  . ' :. I   ;  '  u   1'. i r   i  ;na l    a t t a l i on ,  - t Po t s d a R-

  ;i cr  e

( > )   d Co . ,  yi r   i t;n a l  Lr    l i11I1Z; a n d E  : e r i r.!e r: t a l i  e , 
i -

men L, a t   o e t  . e ,   , kn h   .l t .

  'o r mo   •e d e t a i l s on t h e mo b i l i z a t i on a s s   t; n  i_e n t s o f t r e

u n i t s u r d e r ( 1 )
, a Lov e , s e e , I , 2a ,

( ;  ) , a n  I 2b (
,
5 ) ;   ,n d 5 .

r o r t h o 5 e u n d e r ( 2 )
, a c ov e , s e e F, , I , 2b (  +) . '  h e f o l l owi n J

i n ?  or ma t i on i s o f f e  , e d c or_c e r n i n   i t e m (   }
, a bov e :

The 2d (rtadio ana Intercept) Company of the Air Signal

Zr a i n i n   a n d   ;x p er i mer t a l j  e e i rnen t ha d on e mo t or i z e d r a d i o

 
platoon , one motorized intercept platoon an a 1 experimental

p l a t o on , a lld wa s a s s i 6n e d t o t lie  ° _ ' CI i;C      Si Gn a l  ̂e g i me n t

platoon
i n Po t s d a m-   i c h e a t   :   b i l i z a t i o:  . r'h e i   t e r c e p t     c Il }   [   t

v  a s a s s i ; n e d t r_e r e u n d e r t r e r e   i !  e r  t s '  t Yl r a d i o i n t e r , e p t

c ompa ny (   o t or i z e d ) a n u wa s I a t e r a   s i g rle ;i t o t h e a t  i Gompa ny ,

,   t Y  " e   i r  en t , u n d e r t h e V1 1 i   i r   o r p s .
 

  .t -t o r i z a t i o r  o i t ri a i n t e r c e p t s e r   •i c e ma d   s t ea dy pr og -

r e s s du r i n   t i ie wa r , bu t t 'r:e s t e.t i c i n t e r c e p t po s t s wi t h i r 

t Y  e z on e o i i r_t e r i o r , i , t h_e f r oTl t l e r a r ea s , r ema i n e d a n i !t.-

p o r t a n t f a c t or , a n    we r e a l s c u   ,e f u 1 f or   r' p  r nos e s .

l    2 . :o b i l i z a t i on a n a  rs.r t i me I .  t e r c e p t O` e r a t l o riS a   a i n s t

Pol a n d i n t h e   on e o   t h r   'i r s t Ai r  ' l e e t   U  or t i n  7a Ar my

u,r ou p l o r t h ; 1- e s l. l t s   c    i e v e d a n  : J x   e r i en c e Ua i n e d .

  ̀ o o t n o t e s on p .      : + l h e a s s i   i  e n t u n d e r t h e a i r f l e e t i r -
te libence orficers only uecan:e really effective at
mobiliza tion .
++ r'o r nlor e d e t a i l s on   t a t i on ir- 11 ,  .  r e s i a u , s e e

Ch a t  t e r on i  ou r t h Ai r r 'l e e t .
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lg a . 1939 : P iobilization of the Intercept
_
Service Units

of the First Air Fleet .

(1 ) Transfer of Weather Reportin  Control Station

'N-Leit-1 from Pulsnitz to Bernau , and Cecu  ation of Static

Intercept Foet Pulsnitz by the i esidue of 6th Compan,g ,
lst

Ai r Si gr_a l 1-  e g i me n t a t   iobi l i z a t i on . .
Appr o x i ma t e l y on 1 5 Se p-

tember 1939 the ezitire Station W-Leit-1 moved from i'ulsnitz

to the caserne of the I  attalion , lst Air Signal t egiment

at Lernau ,roughly
19 miles northeast of  erlin . There it waa

  asaigned a company barracks together with outbuildings on

the western edge of the caserne terraine. The interceptppla-

toon of the 6th Company radio and Intercept), II Battalion ,

(Dresden-Srlotzache), lst Air Signal 1Legiment took over the

Intercept Station Pulnitz, which had been expanded in July

1939 by the addition of a large prefabricated building for

_
,the intercept training of trie platoon 's military intercept

personnel , A residual detachment of the platoon remained

at the station throughout the campaign in Pola.nd.
See al8o

u nd e r ( 3 )
, b e l ow .

Control Station ' Y-Leit-1 erected antenna inatallations

at ita new building in bernau and was conn ected by telephone,

teletype, and apecial secret teletype (G-Schreib- ) channels

through the Air rorce egchange Riesenthal ,
6 miles north of

Bernau .
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16
.

(2) Assignm ent of Station W-11 , Breslau under

Con t r ol St a t i on W- Le i t - 4 i  i en ( Vi e nn a )
. As a r e s u l t of t h e

movement of  erman troops into Czechoslovakia in  :arch 1939 ,

Air District Command SiII (Silesia ) with its headquarters at

Breslau , was placed under the Fourth Air Fleet, with headquar-

ters in Vienna . Station 'N-11 thua was taken out of the zone

of the Firat tiir Fleet, but was not assigned under Control

Station  'V-Leit 4 and redesignated W-24 until after the cam-

paibn in i'oland . A t mobllization it was not placed under

._ Control Station 'N-Zeit-1 . For more details see under Fourth

Air Fleet.

The designation W-11 was reassigned to the ex sting

Station W-16 , Kobbelbude, nir Command Eastern Pruaeia became

part of the First Air r'leet  omrnand as a result of  erman oc-

cupa tion of the Polish Corridor .
 

T T  
(3) Ac  ivation of the IIl attalion (Radio  

' Intercept), lst Air Signal "e iment at Niobilization . At the

same ti
.me as the above measures, an d under mobilization con-

ditions , ihe III (Radio Intercept) i attalion , lst Air Sign81

 egiment, was activated by the creation of a battalion head-

quarters staff , the asaignrnent of military personnel to re-

inforce  ontrol Station W-Leit 1 and Station W-21 ,Deutsch-

Krone, and activation of the 1Gth Company , lst Air Signal

11egiment as a provieional intercept unit. Station   Y-11 ,
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16 previouely designated  N-16 , K obbelbude, also a unit of the

III Battalion lst `̀egiment had to be left to operate indepen-

dently becauae of the separating Polish Corridor .
The First

17 Air Fleet was w ithin the zone of Army  roup i torth , under the

jurisdiction of which Ea  tern Pruesia also fell .

Personnel for the new III Battalion came from the 6th

and 2d xadio and Intercept Companies of the II Dattalion , lst

Air Signal  egiment ( see Chapter 8 , II, 4b ) plus newly induc-

ted reservists. The two companies were activated on 1 July

  and 1 Uctober , respectively . Station  V-21 ,IDeutsch-Krone , be-

came the lat Platoon of the 9th Company , lst Air Signal negi-

ment at mobilization , th  .: motorized intercept platoon of the

2d Company (a un it existin; already during peace) of the lst

Ai r Si gna l lle g i me n t , b e c ame t ha t     ata   i   a c ompan y ' s 2d Pl a -

toon . Since Station W-11 , kobbelbude , because of the separa-

 
ting Polish Corridor , could not be in tegrated with the other

intercept company of the III Battalion , the lOth Company , a

provisional lOth Company was orgar_ized , the tactical staff

pl a t o on
and one intercept    (motorized)%from the 6th Radio Inter-

cept Company , e  g at Dresden- lotzsche and Pulsnitz, resoec 

tively , being used for the purpoee. C ptain Benade (Reserve),

aseigned to command the new company, tor k over what was left

of the 6th Company , under lst Lieutenant henkel after mobili-

zation measurea . I 'or more details see B , I, la (2 ). The regi-
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19 regiment's lOth Company was committed at the front from 26

August to 21 September 1939 at Glogau , in Silesia . Among

its personnel ,  his company included  d hieutenants  ueck

and Plein , both officers of the reservewho had received trai-

ning in intercept operations in the regiment's 6th Company

and Station +1 -23 .  uring the campaign in Poland the residual

detachment of the regiment 's 6th Company remained at In ter-

cept Station 1'ulsnitz as a caretaking unit.

18 Tn practice the desi;;nations W-11 and 'R-23 remained in

use for the two static intercept poste wnich had now become

'_ .the first platoons of the 9th and 10 Companies of the lst

_.
,
egiment.  uring the campaign in France the two stations

for a time rebained their old status. Each gave its intercept

platoon to form a new radio intercept company , and these two

new motorized unita , each with two motorized interceptpla   oon
becarne the  th and lOth Companies of the lst l egiment and

 

were later assigned under the Third Air rleet in France (see

De re  ). The III Batta.lion activated for each of the Air Sig 

nal tteoiments of the First, 5econd, and Third Air  'leets at

activation each consisted of a battalion headquarters staff

h e a d i n j t h e ave a t h e r r e por    i n   c on t r ol s t a t i on : n d t wo r a d i o

intercept companies , in each regiment designated the 9th and

lOth Company  The radio iritercept companies , in turn , were

or g an i z e d i n a c omu  an d e c h e l on , K•h..     - ;:: s ,... 

+ 'l h e I I T   a t t a l i oz  f or Ai r :Ji bnal    e g i me n t 4 , Vi e nn a , o f
the   ourth Air rleet was activated later , in the spring of1940.
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18 and two platooas, the lst Platoon being a etatic intercept

unit , the 2d rlatoon being a motorized radio intercept unit.

Mobili$ation plane provided that the peacetime chief of the

Control Station was to be assigned as C0 , III Radio Intercept

Battalion . Actually , this occurred in only one case immed-

iately at the outbreak of wax , namely , in that of the III

 'attalion , lat Air Signal "egiment, where Lieutenant Gvttschl

ing was assigned as CO on 1 September 1939 . At Third Air

Fleet the chief of Control Station W-I,eit-3 remained in hie

old poeition right up to the French Campaign , until 15  
.rch 

 .

1940, while a different staff officer was assigned as acting

19 battalion commander. Although the military superior of the

stativn chief and of the intercept eompanies or intercept

stations, thia officer had no control authority in intercept

activities, wYsich were an ezclueive respongibility of the

•
.control etation chief, who in this respect wae directly under

the gF CINC HQ Cryptograpbic Center and the Air Fleet  ntel-

ligence 4 fficer. In the case of the Seeond Air Fleet, the

III Radio In. ercept
 attalion was only activated in Ootober

   
1939, and the Control Station chief at the same time assumed

command over the new battalion (see also Third and Seeond

Air Fleete).
+ All attalione, companies,  latoons and weather stations
mentioned are units of the lst Air Signal Reg# ment:nnlees
otherwise 8tated(Note by Translator).
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(b) 1939 : The   Iartime Commitment of the III Batta-

lion , lst Air 5ignal ue iment, in First Air Fleet L̀one.

( 1 ) Ba t t a l i on   i+  5 t a f f . CP .   a s  :r n e o f t h e

+
I  3a t t a l i on a t   e r nau .

Lattalion Co nmander : Lieutenant Colonel Gottschling ; Adju-

tant 2d  ieutenant Lange.

Se n i or 5 t a f f Of f i c e r :   a pt a i n Dr . i  i s t ow

Staff Officer :  aptain Rohne

Admin . Officials : Inspector 1 ittbrenner , inspector
Tolksdorf

Nla s t e r Se r g e an t : Ku e s t e r (   ia u pt ct e l dwe b e l wi t h r a nk de -
r

s i gna t i on of St a bs f e l dwe b el )

  Pe r s on.n e l Cl e r k : S e r o e a n t l+e i t z e l

( 2 ) ' ie a t h e r l   e por t i n Q Con t r o l S t a t i on 1 .

CP . Caserne of I  attalion , yernau
-
S t a t i or  Gh i e f : Zi e u t en an t Co l on e l Go t t s ch l i n g

.
Technical Cifficials : Tnspector Scnieron , later Chief

Inspector T {lein , Inspector Sabien .

(3) 9th liadio Intercept Company (lst t latoon=Station  -21 }

CP . : Peu tsch- irone._._ 
Comoan v CO an d C

,
Q l s t Pl a t oon : l s t 5  .    t   

        :      a pt a i n   en s e l

COZ 2d Platoon   : lst Lieutenant Schwintzer

i  a s t e r Se r   e an t : Bu s c h e

Tech . O ficials : Inspector  {utter , Inspector Ehrlich
 

As previously stated , the 9th Company was activated at

mobilization and organized in a command echelon ,  eather Sta-

tion   G-21   lat Platoon , and one motorized Intercept Platoon =

2d rlatoon . i+Iilitary personnel were assigned from the 2d Com-

pany of the I Lattalion at '̀erY au . lst yieu tPnant Schw intzer

was in command of this military reinforcing detachment , w: ich
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2 0 a l s o i ? c l u d e d a c l a s s o f a ppr ox i ma t e l y 3C  of f i c e r c a n d i da t e

n on c onmi s s i on e d o f f i c e r s of t h e l s t Ai r Si g na l + e g i me n t . Af t e r

 erman occupation of  romber:;, the company transferred to that

town , where it initially moved into a fire brigade station and

later to premises near the Lromberg airfield . The original

plan had been to place the intercept station and company head-

qu ar t e r s i : . a    v a c a n t c l o i s t e r bu i l d i .l g i n t h e Ku j av s k a Roa d

in  'romberg , but this plan was changed because of the unsatis-

factory conditions for radio reception . An advance detachment

,,
  of forty men under Captain i ensel reconnoitered the position

on 3 September 193y for wartime operations.

Field Stations : The i'ield or sub-stations of the 9th Company

in existence during the commitment at Deutach- rone moved

with the company to  'romberg . The 2d (Mtz) In tercept platoon

was placed , as a new i'ield or sub-station , on the estate of

i
_,Polish Admiral vcn Unruh in Znin District (

, Varthegau
)
.

(4) Station W-11 Kobbelbude :

Chi  : Captain opitz; Inspector: Blaschey.
Field Stationa : As in the past. In addition , the peactime

bth "adio and Intercept Company , AF CINC

H  (Mtz)  attalion , under lst Zieutenant

1 eyer was committed in Masuria ,  astern
Prusaia , to improve the coverage of Yoland

by S t a t i on Ỳ̀r- 1 1 . Af t e r t h e Pol i s h c a.mpa i gn
t h i s c ompa ny wa s  a i t h dr awn f r om   a s t e r n
hrussia , reorganized as a lUth Company , and

assigned under the III Pattalion , 2d Air
Signal   egiment at Cleve on the Dutch border .
It later became the 9th Company , 32d Air Sig-
nal "egiment, with the II Air Corps in the
the zone of th  Second Air Fleet. lst L
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21 Li Lieu tenant Nleyer asaumed command o  the n ewly formed

lOth  ompany at Kobbelbude.

S t a t i on Ǹ- 1 1 Cha i n of Comman d .

a. ,
  ( atters of Intercegt Actiyities.

1 . Un t i l Ue r   ian Oc c u pa t i on of t h e Yo i 4h C  r ' nr ,

(1 ) Intelligence Utaff Officer , AF Command ,Eastern

Prussia , H  at  oenigsberg

 ( 2 ) ti 'e a t h e r Re por t i n g :
Con t r ol St a t i on 1 , _

e r n au

( 3 ) AF CI 1VC Cr y pt og r a ph i c Cen t e r

2 . After Jerman Occupation of the Poliah Corridor .

Directly under control by Control 5tation  T-Leit-l .

b . Tactical and Administrative._._ ..  - -
- (1) Air 1 attalion 6 , Koenigsberg (not a lst Regi-
- ment unit)

(2) from 1? October 1939 III  attalion ,
Perr_au

(on

that date the station becane the lOth nadio

intercept Company or' the lat "egiment.

Commanding  eneral of AF Command  astern Prussia was

ue! eral der Plieger (Lieutenant  eneral , AF ) Wimmer ; Colonel

Sattler was neadquarters Signal Staff Officer .
•

rc di o I ::t er ce t Com an P  ot or i   e d ) , cons i s t i ng of(5) lOth a p p v

a command echelon and one motori ed Intercept Platoon .

Command Post: yatate Graed tz, approximately 2 milea (3

.
kilometers north of Glogau , Silesia .

Commander : Captain  'enade

Compan y Of -
ficers : 2d Lieutenan   ueck , Plein
-

'lhe company was returned to Pulsnitz already on 22 Sep-

tember 1939 and on 17 October was transferred to I%astern Frus

sia to improve the reportinb coverage by Station VY-11 , ite

originally planned misQion . The command echelon transferred
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22  obbelbude an:  the corcpaLiy 's motorized radio intercept platoon ,

u n d e r Li eu t e n a n t ,  u e c k , t o Zy k , i n i  a s u r i a ,   o c ov e r  ̀tu s s i a .

Station tid-11 was now absorbed cy the l tn Company , which from

then on comprised : a command ec  elan , a lst Platoon   :tation

 4ti-11 riobbelbude, and a 2d Ylatoon = the motorizea ir,tercept

 latoon at Lyx .

Compa n  r  „omma n d a n d

Ch i e f of S t a t i on W- 1 1 : l s t Li e u t e :.a n t hie y e r

  0 , I it z I n t e r c e p t Pl a   o on : 2 d Li eu t en a n t    u e ck

S p e c i a l i   i :Js i on s Of f i c e r : 2 d Li e u t e r.a n t Pl e i n
l e c hn i c a l Uf f i c i a l :    li e i I n s p e c t or Bl a s ch y

• Field Stations : As in the past.

l s t Li eu t e n a n t . :e y e r , p e a c e ti i me c orn  :a n d er of t h e c t h

jt a d i o a n d I n t e r c e p t Compa n y , A +  CI IIC :Tc  Ai r Si   n a l Da t t a l i on ,

and at mobilization in comm nd of that compa -!y 's intercept

platoon in i.:asuria , when assumin  command over the 1Jth Company

at the same time became chief of Station  1-11 , relieving Cap- 

t a i n Up i t z f o= a n o t n e r a s s i     ime n t .   h e f or me r c ompa n y h e a d-

  u a r t e r s s t a f f , u n d e r " a p t a i n  ' e n a d e , wa s a l s o t r a r_s .f.e r r e d t o

other du ties .

c . 1    : Ch a i n o f Comr  a r d , I n t e r c e   t     e s u l t s , Lx p e r i en c e

 ̀ a i n e :  i n t h e  ̀ i r s t :  i r
_
Fl e e t Zon e o f Up e r a t i on s . Th e mi l i t a r ,y

C  l a l Il o f c omma n d r e s u l t e d l o  ; i c a l l y f r om t h e u n i t s b e i n f pa r t

of t h e l s t Ai r   i g n a l " e ,  i men t . At mob i l i z a t i on   a.j o r ? Ie y er ,

until then C0 , I  attalion ,  ernau , assumed cor1mand over the

re iment. The primar,y mission of the lst Air aignal   e iment
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23 wae to provide services within the home areas of the First Air

r"leet zone of operations, while the newly activated llth Air

Bi g na l u e g i me n t   ti a s c o    ni t t e d wi t h t h e a dv a n c i ng t r o o pe . Li e u-

tenant Colonel Jakoby , in command of the II Battalion in Dres-

den and Acting Commander of the lst i egoment, was promoted to

colonel rank on 1  eptember 1939 and placed in command of the

newly created llth kir Signal   egiment of the First Air Fleet.

I he new regimen t was committed during the advance into poland

in the bromberg , Thorm , +Nloclawek , and Bialystok areae . On

• 29 September 1939 it paraded before Lieutenant ueneral Keesel-

ring , CG,  'irst Air Fleet, in Danzig , on which occasion siz- .

teen of its members were decorated with the Iron  ross . After

this it returned victoriously back to Dresden and from 4 or 5

 ctober 1939 on its units were employed at the Westwall , pri-

marily at telephone construction work in the regions of Aachen ,

'
 onechau , and in the town of Kuell . F'or more details on the

let Air Signal "egiment see under Campaign in Ruesia .

Controls in the matter of intercept activitiee remained

as in the paet: A
.
CINC H  Cryp ographic cen ter and First Air

Fleet In telligence  taff  fficer (Colonel Kuehne). `
.
rhe First

Air Fleet had ita command post in  eilningsholm , closely east

o f S t e t t i n ; + t h e AF CI r C I    Cr y pt ogr a ph i c Cen t e r r e ma i n e d a t

the stable premises (Marstall ), New Falace, Potedam ; the

A  ' Ch i e f Si gn al Of f i c e r ha d h i s c omman d pos t a t   ii l dpa r k ,
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24 nea;° Po t s dam. Af t e1°   erman o ccu pa t i on of t h e Pol i s h Cor r i dor ,

the  'iret Air Fleet transferred its headquarters to Koenigs-

 erg.

The necessity had been realized long betor-e
the war to

provide a special Air rorce communications network for the

communications intercept service, bu t at the beginning of the

war the network had not yet been provided . Uwing to a shor-

tage of cables it was not possible to furnish the special

telephone and telyt pe (including Secret) lines   rgently re-

- quested ny the III  attalion , a circumstance which interfered
_

seriously with the speedy transmission of intercept reports

from the forward intercept units. These units had only very

inadequate overhead wire lines , indirectly connected, which

they had to share with other units. .
w en when a connection

was established , it was practically imposaible to make oneself

•
understood over these lines . Lven the reports sent b specialY

secret teletype chann els to the Cryptographic  enter ana to

First Air r leet ueadquarters at times were seriously delayed,

ir  spite of the direct connection which the Contr l Station

had through the Air Force telephone exchange at Biesenthal .

In most cases the Air Force lines were overloaded, and use

of the sea cable to Lastern Prussia to communicate with Sta-

tion W-11 proved even worse, since nere also ctnnections were

by no mearis s a t i s f ac t ory . l   v i ew of t he uni que pos i t i on of
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 5 Lastern Prusaia , some excuae can , however , be found for these

unsatisi"actory communications.

Even during peace the radio communications traffic of

the Polish air forcea had proved remarkably insignifican  

Since these air forces were destroyed on the ground at their

bases immediately at the beginning of the cam paign , their war-

time radio communications became even less volum inous and

finally ceased altogether . The intercept coverage provided

yby Control Station '̀J-Leit-1 in
_
ernau was amply sufficient to

secure
•  amS  Yg a reliable picture of the condition and situation of

 olish air power a.nd post the superior headquarters accord-

i n g l y .    or mor e i n f or ma t i on on t hi s po i n t t beerea de r i s r e -

ferred to what is said in Chapter 10 , B , I, 4b ,  b , and c.

.
3. Brief  eview of the  adio Intercept Service in Fourth

hir Fleet Zone of O erations up to the be inningr of the_

 
(See al$o Appendix to Chapter 10, B, I).

a . 19  c3: The  *erman Air Force Takes Over the Intercept_ _

Service of the Austrian r'ederal ArmV and Commences Its Expan-.

s̀ . With the annexation of Austria on 13  arch 1933 the

"erman Air Force took over in its entirety the radio intereept

s e r v i c e o f t h e f or me r Au s t r i a n r 'e d er a l Ar m t , an d i n i t i a l l y

the aervice continued in its exiating form . This service was

controlled by the Decoding and Interpreting Center ,  lei  dlin-

ger  aserne, Vienna , under velieralma sor (Brigadier General)
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26    Adametz , who was responsible directly to Branch 5,

t h e Si g n.a l br an c h , o f t h e r e d e r al  +  i n i s t r y f o r  +a t i on al De -

fenee. eneralmajor Boehme was at the head of this branch .

The former Austrian Air Force  leadquartera ( ommando

der Luftstreitkraefte), under  eneralma,
Lor hoehr in Vienna ,

Elisabeth Street, became headquarters of the  erman Air Force

Cornman d Au s t r i a ( y e r   omman di e r en d e r u en e r a l de r Lu f t wa f f e

i:: Oesterreich }.  eneral hoehr remained in command and was

air
promoted to t  e rank of ma:jor general. Td handle/aignal com-

• munication matters a headquarter9 signal staff officer was

assigned at this headquarters, the first time such an aseign-

vmeat was made during peace in the history of the erman mili-

tary forces . The officer thus asaigned was not only respon-

27 sible oor the handling of signal matters at headquarters , as

waa the case with his counterpart mn other staffs, bu  _ alao
•

had command authority over all air signal units assigned di-

rectly under the headquarters of whhich he was a Btaff inember .

Th e o f f i c e r a s s i gn e d t o t h i e _  o s t i l: Yi enna Wa s h   eu t e nan t

Colonel Haenschke.

1938
In July this headquarters moved to its new premisea at

13 Schwarzenberg
  

platz, in what was called the Guttmann  a-

lace. At the same time it received a new deaignation as Air

Fo  -ce Command Ostmark . The Decoding and Interpreting Center

under .. +4 enera l AdamQ.t z , r e t ai ni ng i t s r e s pons i b .l i t i es , x a s
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27 b e c ame a s ub- s e ::t i on o f t h e s t a f f of t h e Si g na l   t a f f Of f i -

cer and moved from the u•eidlinger  aserne to No . 13, Schwar-

z e nb e r  ;e r pl a t z .

Froa the-. on all intercept reports went to Air r'orce

Command Ostmark instead of to  ranch 5 of the Federal  IinistEy

for l ational  efense, as they had done in the past. At the

s ame t i me t h e s e r e por t s we n t t o t h e   e r man ` e i c h Ai r . li n i s t r y .

28 Another ehange introduced a little later was the redesignation

of t h e De c od i n g an d I n t e z•pr e t i n g Cen t e r a s JVe a t h e r He por t i ng

i Control Station , AF Command Ostmark . In spite of' this it re-

mained a staff sub-section and wa  not an intercept station

in the sense of the weather stations created in the zones of

the other air fleets from June 1939 on . Its integration with

the  .F Cornmand Ustmarg Headquarters staff enabled it to Co-

. operate with the Intellioence Division of that command , which
 

later became the Fourth Air Fleet, already during peace 
this direct cooperation of control atations with air fleets

   under the set-up in "ermany proper only developed lo-

gically at the beginnins of the war .

In the past the Decoding and Interpretin   enter had

operated two field stations for radio reception , one in

Klosterneuburg
KZ        and one in uraz. They were each operated by a

radio company and were required to cover Italy , Yugoslavia ,

and Czechoslovakia. These receivinb atations had no inter-

preting elements, and all intercepted material waa decoded
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28 an  interpreted at the Jecodin  and Interpretin.g
 er_ter in

Vienna . Considering the small staff er ployed in intercept

activities an d the simplicity of the receivin,  sets used ,

t h e r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d we r e a s t o t n d i n ` l y g o od .    i t h gr e a t

foresi ;ht and a proper appreciation of the existin
.
; circum-

s t an c e s , Zi eu t e na n t   o l on e l r a e n s chl  e , a s S i gn a l St a f f   f f i c e

o f Ai     r'or c e  `e a dqu a r t e r s Us t ma r k a l l owe d t h e Au s t r i a n i n-

tercept services to continued operating as in the past for

29 some time and only gradually adapted thern to the German pat-

• tern . In this war  he secured willino and devoted cooperation

with the intercept personnel taken over and avoided the fai-

-- ,: . , .,,.
lures experienced in eome other quabtera in spite of the in -

tial enthusiasm of the Austrian nersonnel .

These two companies in klosterneu burg and Graz were

taken over as cadres in the newl;  crcated 2d $adio and Inter-
•

cept Company ot the newly established (Ge •man ) Air Si
,gna

l

 attalion 18 , i rieidlinger Caserne, Vienna ,under  aptain Frei-

herr von  amerlander , who until then had commanded the r adio

Teleoraph Company in Graz. Second Zieu tenant  eyer , w o had

been in the same company at  raz, and 8d Zieutenant Frenzel

were asBigned as compan y officers.  'he new company trans-

f e r r e d t o ;  i e .:- Ur o   s En z e r s d or f i r_ t h e s umme r of 1 9 38 . Th e

receiving station at Ll
.oa

terneublzrg , covering Czechoslovakia ,

was moved to  Nien-Hirschstetten and there for a time served
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31 Schleich , whose adju tant was 2d Lieutenant Jochmann .

(1 } Weather   eporting {.;ontro
l Station (Decodin  and In-_ 

terpretin,;
Section ) AF Cornmand Ostmark Fi  , Vienna 50, Schwar-

zenbergc latz 13.

 nief :  eneral ajor (Frigadier  eneral ) Johann Adametz

Z ech . Si  Inspector : Uetlbauer

Controlled  : a . as Ht  staff section by the Intelligence

0
..
f i c e r , Ar' Comman d Gs t ma r k

b . in matters of interceot activities by

the Intelligence Officer , AF Command Ostmark and by the Cr rp-

tographic  enter , Reich Air  ;inistry .

 
(2) V eather Station  Yien-Hirschstetten .

Chief : Captain Freinerr von  a.mer
lander , forLerly

chief of tne  ryptographie Center in the

Ai r Ivli n i s t r y ; t r an s f e r r e d t o ' L'= a t h e r St a t -
i on fii r s c h s t e t t e n a nd t h e r e a f t e r ab ou t

four weeks became chief. ne was succeeded

i n _;ov emb e r 19 38 by 2d I,t . ir e y e r , f or me r l y

_ in 2d Company , Air Signal  'attalion 18 .
2d Li eu t e ?  a n t Imrn i s c h b e c ame ch i e f o f' S pe c -

i a l Pur po s e s 'Ae a t h e r St a t i on Bu da p e s t - T   ,-
t y a s f o e l d .

Tec Sig Inspector : In succession Oetlbauer , i uerfurt, and

 ecker . For more details on Uetlbauer see

under (1 ) above.

Areas Covered : Poland , Russia ,  alkans, Italy ; initially ,
Czechoslovakia was also covered .

Field Stations : The followin. } were at least in the initial

stages of establishment as early as in

J u l y 1c333 :
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( 1 ) =_ o i s d o r f , j l r  i l e s ( 52 h i l ome t e r s ) n or t h o f Vi e n n a

a t t    e Gz e ch o s l ov a :  r  o r d e r

( ? ) ==   l b t u r n  , a p p r o x i m       e l  r   - -   i l e s ( 7 :  i l o r  e t e r s )

s ou    :  e a s t o   ' : I e   s i e ci l a -: .
  e e .

 .; o r  t r   1 1 e u by : ( a ) i r_ r.:a t t  : r s o   ' i n t e r c e p t a c t i v i t i e s by t h e

  e c oa i n a ild I n t e r l r e t i n g   e c t i on (   e n e r a l

Ad a me t z ) , S i g na l   t a f f (?f f i c e r , AF Co   ma n d

h   , , Vi e nn a , l   t e r by Cr    p t o   r a oh i c   en t er ,

k e i c h Ai r iyli n i s t r y .

.
( b ) t a r t i c a l l y a ii d a dnli n i s t - -•  t i v e :l_y

by 2d Com-

pa ny (  ;.a d i o Up er a i r_  a n d i  .a d i '  I n t e r c e p t )
,

:_
ir  ;i nal attalion l  , and later directly

• b
,,

t h e ba t t a l i on .

( 3 ) ;_ pe c i a l i u r po s e s ;e a t '  e r   t a t i on   ',u d a pe s t -   :a t v a s -

 f'o : l d . Pl   n s f o r C  pe r a t i o7i S t e nha n , i n :  e n t e r,b e r 1 y 38 , wr  i ch

e , vi aged closc cooperation between the i ungarian air units an

A   Comma n d u s t ma r    , pr o v i d e d a r: on  ; o   h e     t h i n . ;s f o r t h e c o - -

mi t me n t o f i n t e r c e p t pe r s on n e l o f t t-  e     r  na n __i r h or c e i n

_
  u n g a r y . F   r t h i s pu r p os e   a    t a i r. =_o   er_s t e r n (       ) Rra s a t -

t a c n e d t o t h e ue r ma n .  i r t1t t a c r e i n Eu d a.pe s   , Li eu t e n a n t Co-

l on e l _ 'u e   t e r e r , t o h a   d l e s i r s i `;na l   =a t t e r s .    a ot a i n i ,_or -

 enstern established and took oontrol of the  pecial  urposes

;ve a t h er   z a t i on a t t h e 3u ds .pe s t - :,: a t v a s f o e l d s.i r f i e l d , ti  r a n 3-

f e r o f t h e s t a f f o r   a n i z e d a t ;' ?i en - i- i r s c h s t e t t e n i n a s t r e n g t h

o f b e t we e n 3 U- 1 C0 f o r i n t e r c e r  t a c t i ; i t i e s t o ok pl a c e on

.3 Uctober lj   , the military perso:•inel wearins civilian

clothes.
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Chief :  'rom September 1939 Captain i Torgenstern ;

f r om I aov e mb e r 19 3r3 i :a j or I mmi a ch , pr e v i ou s -

ly at  ,   ather jtation riirschstetten .

Tec Si#  Inspector : Luedtke

Areas Covered :  'oland , Russia , Balkans .

Fiela Stations : (1 ) Nyiredyhaza , between l okaj and  eb-

reczen , North Hungary . Operated from

mid-Uctober 1938 to early February 1939

This was a large receivin -  station ,with

BF instrum ents , and with advanced ope-

r a t i ng po s t s a t Ivi a r amar o s - Sz i g e t , %  X

lU4 mile8 east, and at Szolyva-I lagy-
• Bistra , 117 miles northeast of  lyire-

g yh  
.z a .

Ch i e f : S e n i or Of f i c e r Can di da t e r;CO

uerold , promoted to 2d Lieutenant and

transferred to another post i  February

1939 .

(2) Szegedin (5zeged}, in  astern iiungary

( 3 )   a pa , 27 mi l e s s ou t h of Xaa b , 'Ne s t e r n
•

 ungary , in OQ D  TOri from Uctober-
Decemoer 1938 .

Controlled by : (a ) in ma tters of intercept a:;tivities by

the Decoding a}  d Interp  ting Section

(  ̀eneral Adametz), Signal Staff Officer

AF Command  stmark H  .
(b} territorially by the Air kttache at

t h e " e r man i ,'mba s s y , Bu da pe g t

(c) tactically and administratively by

4 i r : i g n a l   'a t t a l i on 1f3 ,  V i enn a .

 eporting Channels : Exclusivel T through,
Si, nal Staff Officer ,

AF H  , Vienna , wi  o maintained a direct motor courier service
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34 be tween Vienna and Budapest. A special line wae also avsilable

for telephone and teletype communicationa between Vienna and

t h e Ai r At t a c h   i n   u da :, e s t .

b . 1 9 3 9 : Fu r t h e r  Uev e l o pme n t . On 1   1Mia r ch 19 39 , t h e ds y

on whieh ' erman f  rces entered CZechoelovakia , AF Command Ost-

mark became H  , Fourth Air Fleet, and the commanding l eneral,

(  e n e r a l l e ut   aln t ( iuia j or   en e r al ) Zo ehr wa s pr o  : o t e d t o t h e

rank of Ge ,eral der rlieg
`

er (Lieutenant  eneral ); Lieu tenant

Colonel  iaenschke, the Staff  ional Officer , had been promoted

• to the rank o  Colonel on 1 l arch . On 1 April he handed w er

to l a.jor 5ehroeder coMmand of the Air Sibn al "attalion 13 ,

which now became the I  'attalion , 4th  ir Signal neUiment.

 esides Air District Com.man
d  VII, Vienna , w icn had been

estaUlished  n July 1938 under Ar' Comnand Ustmark , the Fourth

Air r'leet wa  now also asaigned  ir  istrict Command VIII,i
i realau , wnich turned over the western pa_

t of ita past com-

mand area to Aiz•  7 istrict Command IV ,  resden , and instead

assumed control over the entire territory o   3ohemia . Air

District h .  Signal battalion d , Lreslau was organic to Air

Di s t r i c t   o :-t_.ma n d VI I I , an d wa s s t a t i on e d i n i3r e s l au , Sc h o en -

garten .

On 1 June 1 39 orders were issued to activate Air rleet

ii   Ai r :ii on a l n e i me n t 4 , wh i c h wa s or g a n i z e d a s f o l l ows :
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35 HQ, Air  i nal ue iment 4, at tvien- auer

CU: Major Loewe

Adjutant: lst Lieutenant Berlin '

  4th (H ) Com any (already activated on 1 April 1939},
a t Wi en- I  au er

I Battalion (the former Air Signal  attalion 18 (under
whieh see)

C0:  ajor Schroeder , deceased 1  ay 1939

from 1  Iay 1939 Captain Goebel-Hen-
  senolek

II Battalion at  eichenbach, Lower silesia.

In addition Air Fleet Signal School 4, Budweis, was

!
aetivatsd for the Fourth Air Fleet.

 eport'ng
The We at her  Jont r ol St a t i on , Hc  ! F Comman.d Os t mark   n

 'arch 1939 became Fourth Air Fleet HQ  eather 8eporting Con-

trol Station 4 and for the time being remained a seo tion of

t he a t af f of of Col on el Ha en s chk e , Si gnal St af f Of f i c er ,

r Fourth Air Fleet. It was only at the establiahment of iir

Signal uegiment 4 on 1   une 1939 that this etation beQame an

independently operating unit; however, it remained at Wien-

Schwe.rzenberplatz. In Fourth Air Fleet C:ommand $one a weather

reporting eontrol etation was thus eetablished on the same

36 pattern and on the same date as was the case with the Firet,

Second,and Third Air Fleets within  ermany proper.

Pureuant to an $greement reached with S1©vakia in 1Vlarch

1939, which wae eimilar to that reached with Hun r conoern8'a Y   I
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c o o : e r a t i on i n Ai   :na t t e r s , a s ma l l s t a f l u n d e r _•o l on e l

:  ch  ti a r z t a ha.rsd l e a f f a i r s o f zh e Ai r   i  ; n a l Cor p s j o i n e d t h e

 s e r ma n A   At t a c h e i n    r s s s bu r g , Sl ov s.k i a . I n t e r c e cJt   l a t oon

 -l e r o l  i o f t h e A_ '   l N   -  .  ll e   i men ti  ° a s ll e l .:    .v a i l a b l e f or

i ?•: t e r c e n t o o e r a t i on s i n Sl ov `.k i s. .   

Un d e r pe a c e t i me c o n u i t i on s i   1    3   _.h e r a .: i o i n t e   •c e   t

s e r v i c e s i n t h e  ,on e o f t h e 1' ou r t h Ai r Fl e e t we r e t hu s or g a n i -

zed as lollows:

( 1 )  Ne a t h e r =-.e por t i n g   o ?zt r ol   t a t i on d , 'v' i e nn a , Sc hwa r -

zenbergplatz 13. 

 0'  : u e n e r a l ma ;; or .=.d a me t  :

'l e c S i g I n s p e c t or :   u e r l 'u r t , i,:a r cn l .

.r!i s   i on s a n d   on t r o l s . E'v er! a i t e r i t s d e  ; i  ; n a t i on a s

 ̀ 'e a t h e r 11e po r t i n     on t r o l   t  ,•t i on 4 t n i s s t a t i on f or

some time was not reor anizea as ar : intercept station ,

as Nas a basic recuiremer  in the activation of the

c on t r    l : t a t i on s i n t h e   on e s o f t h e Fi r s t , Se c on d ,

  e n   t Thi r d   i : •  {'l e e t s .

:r•i t rl pr o pe r r e s a r d t o i t s a e v e l o pu:en t , t h e s t a t i o

r cma i n e d wi t :n t h e 5 t a f f :. i o n a l C i f i c e r a t Uc hwa.r _:e __-

3 7 b e r g pl a t z ,  l i e nn a . I t n a ci  ZO r c c e i v i r_-: i n s t a l l a t i on s

a n u h a a a s !  a l l e r s t a f f a n  ;. r e   !a i n e d t h e "  >e c o d i n d

a n d I n t e r pr c t i nb    t a t i on " of t :n e a   h e r we a t,h e r s t a t -

i or  s a n d l a t e r of i n t e r  .; e p t r l a t o o    i e r o l d u n d e r t h e

l  ou r t h k i r   ' l e e t a n d t?-i u      c on t r o l i n i   t er : : e r t :7ia t t e r  

c f t h e ,  r y p  .o   ;r a ph i c   e n t e r of t n e l  e i c ii Ai    . i n i s t r v .
( 2 )   t . t i on ,  - 1 - -,  / i e n - :ii r s c h s t e t t e r  .

   0 : f r o  1
_ ;.  e   r u ••=r y 1 9 3y o _  , h s t h i eu t e n a  _. t Oe l -

j e s c h l a e g e r of t h e :in t e r c e p t p l a t o on of 2 d  ;;ompa n v ,
Ai .r :, i   n a l Tr a i n i n . ; a n d   ;_    e r i me n t a l   t e b mme n t ,
r o e t h e n , wh o wa s  t r a n s f er r e a t o t h e 2d (   a d i o
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Operating and Radio Intercept)Company , I Battalion ,

Air Signal uegiment 4. 2d Lieutenant Yeyer was

tranaferred to the 6th (Ha,dio Intercept) Company,

AF CI  TC HQ Si gnal .Sa t t al i on , Pot s dam-   ;i ch e .

Tec. Sid . Inspeetor : Becker , replaced by N . Letech when h e

was transferred as Personnel  fficer to the Crypto-

graphia Center of the Air Ministry .

F'f e l d St a t i onae:

(1 ) Station Wo-(Weather  esearch )-114 , HalbthurnfBur-)
genland ) with

intereept
( ) Station 'Xo-314 Po sdorf/Lower Au stria and

DF
  (3) Station Wo-214 Fehring/Styria teame

(4) Another weather research station , with one inter-

cept team , wae committed in hiezen on the Enns!

Styria , in  dtober 1939 and the air aignal agencies

at the  ele and 9Viener-l eustadt air bases were also

asaigned miseions supporting the interoept aervioes .

Two or three intercept operators from Station   14

were tsmporarily attached to each of these t
.o

traia

  radio op aatore for the purpose. I owever , these

three points had only a supporting value.

Controlled b  : as stated previously , above.

(3) Special Purposes YYeather Station 3udapeat-M vaefoeld .

CO : faom  arch 1939 on , Major Eick , until then

at Station  1-11 , Brealau . Major Immiach

r e t u    n e d t o b i s po s t i n t h e Of f i a e o f t h e

1  F Ch i e f Si gn,a l Of f i c e r .
Tec Si  Inspector: Luedtke

Field Stations : Nyiregyh za post was transferred to Debrec

zen early in rebruary 1939.

2d hieutenant Scheel was assigned as chief

a t Debr e c2en    
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38 at  ebreczen , replacin ; 2d Lieutenant : erold , who

wa s t r a j s f e r r e d t o t h e Ai r :  i gn a l Ta  r i n i g an d Ex -

perimental  e iment,  oethen to take over thP i a-

dio Interce_ 
t Platoon of the 2d Hadio Uperatin  and

lladio Intercept  ompany . The forward operating

post at Sziget remained, headed by a sergeant.

Gtherwise there eere no changes from the set up

p -•e v i ou s l y d e s c r i b e d .
3 9 ( 4 ) I n t e r c e pt Pl a t o on "tie r o l d , " Zi ps e r - :de ud or f f Sl ov a k i a .

Th e Ar C  NC   i    Ai r   i g na l 1̀ e  ;  omen t or g an i z e d I n t e r c e pt Pl s t o o

-lerold for opera  ions in Slovakia . Initially the platoon had

been intended foT operations in Esthonia , bu t was then trans-•

ferred to Vienna and broujht up to strenbth with personnel

from thp area of  leather xeporting Gontrol Station ,̀r-Leit-4,

t a k e n pa r t i c u l a r l y f r om St a t i on  S'- 1 4 . Ada pt a t i on f or o pe r a -

tions in Slovakia and negotiations with the Slovaxian Govern-

m ent took up some time.and delayed t e commenuement of ope-

•
rations. For this reason the fi:rst elements of the platoon

only arrived at  ipser-i eudorf in July , the bulk of personnel

a month later.

Ch i e f : 2 d i ,i eu t e   an t   e r ol :i , f r o  t h e 2d Compa ny , Ai r Si g -

n a l Tr a i n i n;; an d L'x pe r i men t a l    e g i merit , Ko e t h e n , an d

l a t e r t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e A  CI    C r  ; Ai r Si gn a l   a t -

t a l i on or l  e g i me n   , r ot s dam. •. 
h e pl a t oon wa s d e s i   -

nated a 'ter Lieutenant uerold (see 3 a ,
(3), 3 b ,

(3),

a bov e .

Controls etc.: Similar to the pattern of the Special Purposea

  rea t h e r   t a t i on a t Du da pe s t , e x i,  l a i n e d a   ov e .
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4 U 4 . l  ob i l i z a t i on ar  l 4Var t i me Uper a t i on s of t h e I n t e r c e pt

S e r v
_

 ic e s a   a i n s t
y
o ul an d i n r'ou    t h Ai r Fl e e t Zon e (Ar m,y

Gr ou p

:  ou t h ) ; n e s ul t s an d i  .pzr i e n c e ( 5e e a l s o Appen d i x t o Cha p t e r

10 , E I.
)
.

a . :r:obilization and Intercept Operations. The command

s t a f f o f t h e   'ou r t h Ai r Fl e e t   :ov e d i n t o i t s Comman d Fos t

in xeicnenbach , Lower Silesia , in the permanent type barracks

camp of the II Lattalion , ::ir Signal  e iment 4 ee etructed

t h e r e . At r  o b i l i z a t i on t h e  F ou r t h Ai r   'l e e t wa s a s s i gn e d•

the 2d Air  ivision , under Ger!eral I,oerzer , the Special Pur-

poses Air  ommand u  der Ueneralma ' or (Briaadier  eneral ) von

 ichthofen , and Special Fur  oses kir T;istriet Commands g ,

1S, and 17 .

In each air fleet the headquarters signal stai'f officer

  ` was oiven the status of a divisional commander . Colonel

ua en s c hk e r ema _:.e
d wi t Yl t h e Fou r t h Ai r r l e e t a s s i gn a l s t a f f

o f f i c e r .

I n e a c h a i    di s t r i c t c omman d t z e s t ^f f s i gn al o f i'i c e r

wa s g i v e n t h e s t a t u s of a br i g a de c onma :  d e r . Th e o f f i c e r 9

involved under the Fourth Air Fleet were

Air  istrict  ommand VIII, Breslau : i a or Thoenisse? 

" " " XVII, Vienna : Zieutenant  olonel

Af h e l d t .
'l  h e a i r f l e e t ' e S pe c i a l  =u r  : o s e s Ai r li i s t r i c t   omtnan dt wer e
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4 0 al s o a s s i m e d s i g na l
. s t a f f of f i c e r s wi t h t h e s ame s t a t u s ,

ae follows:

5pecial lurposes Air Diatrict Command 3 : Colonel Aschen-
brenner

" " " " " 13: Lieutenant Colonel

  1 emme

" " " " " 1 7 : Li eu t e rian t Col on e l

Sau l , l a t e r i+:a j or Ar l t .

41 The mobilization table of organization of .
 ir Signal

  `e g i me n t 4  va s a s f o l l ows :

He a d qu ar t e r s wi t h a n y c u i pme n t   ompan,q

I Battalion (Operating )
•

II " (Construction )

I I I " ( l~a a i o I n t e r c e pt )

I V " ( Ai r Tr a f f i c  . on t r ol )

+  e a t h e r i  e po r t i n g Con   r o l S t a.t i on u - Le i t - 4

7 t h ( blt z ) l  a di o I n t er c e    t Compan y

1ntercept Plataon  erold

   ea th er   t a t i on   - 14

Special Purposes   eather Station .
'

As a mobilizs tion measure the air district command K 

signal battalions w ere expa-r dea to regiments organized in

three Battaliona:

I ( S i g na l )   sa t t a l i on , I I ( Ai r c r a f t x e por t i ng )   a t t a l i on

I I I (  : e pl a c emen t ) 3 a t t a l i on .

At mobilization the re imental commanders for some ti e

remained the signal staff of'ficers of the individual air dis-

trict commands , a circumstance   uhich was only changed later .

 owever, the  rganization provided for in mobilization
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4 1 pl an a wa s d i ar u p t e d r i g3at a t t h e b e g i nn i ng of t h e Pol i eh c am-

paign to a considera ble extent by the te:..porary asaigr  mnt

of whole companies and of battalion headquarters etaff8 to

the air divieiona and special purposea air district commands.

a2. Intercept Seryices.  
_____

(1 } Intercept units (motorized)

(1 )    , III nadio Intercept "attalivn , Air Sig-

nal "egim ent 4 (pltz): Stationed at Vienna- Iauer , w ith an ad-

vanced command post at Fourth Air : 'leet Command Poat in

  42  eichenbach , hower 5ileeia. This headquartera staff was ac-

tivated at mobilization .

  Battalion Commander: ueneral Adametz, simultaneously Chief,
Weather

M
eporting Contro Station V -Leit

4.

S en i or S t a f f I Ia j or :   a j o r Kl i t z e ch

i Aa j u t an t : .
Li eu t e n an t Col on e l   'e r g e r .

(2) The 7th nadio Intercept Company , of   Signal

negiment 4 (Mt2) operated together with Station W-11 ,Breelau ,

initially in Silesia and later in Czy ny , at the eastern

ezit from Krakau .

Company Oomma.nder:  %aptain Freiherr von  amerlander, replaced

on 6 November 1939 by hieutenant Cfllanel

Oeljeachlaeger, whose post he took over aB

chi f of St a t i on i  - 14 , y f enna .

The 2d (Radio Operating and  adio Intercept) Bomgany ,
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4 2 c orame,n d e d by Ca pt a i n   •r e i h e r r v on   a me r l an d e r and a un i t  - o f

Air Signal  'e iment 4, was divided at mobilization to form

the oth (radio) and the 7th (  adio Intercept)  ompanies. The

la tter company ccmpriseci only a headquarters section with a

r e c e i v i n :; pl a t o ol: an d i n t e r pr e t a t i on e l e me n t s . : f t er t h e

company personnel had been orientated in intercept operations

at Station r i-14 in Hirschstetten , the 7th  om cany was not

er ployed as a independently operating unit in the field but

wa s u s e d t o r e i n f or e e   t a t i on 'vU- 1 1 , Br e s l au , an d t ha t s t a t i on '  

.
weather research stations.

4 3   t a t i o   ;- 1 1 h a d c omr  i t t e d i t s we a   h e r r ,s e a c h s t a t i on s

uVo- 1 1 1 an d  rVo- zl l    r a nk e n be r   an d Kr e u z be r g , r e s pe c t i v e l y , a s

its field sub-stations in U  pe.  ilesia . 1rom there the

7 t h Company wa s t o c oo pe r a t e avi t h S t a t i on  ,1- 1 1 ( CO: P::a j or

,
  abel ; Te  Air Inspector Beeser ) in Breslau.•

StPtio   T-11 was not assigned under the company during

the campaign in Poland . It was only after the Polisn campaign ,

when  ajor Bapel was transierred and Station W-11 became Sta-

t i on  l- 2 4 o f t h e r'ou r t h Ai r Fl e e t t h a t t h i s s t a t i on , n ow un d e r

2d Lieutenant Kuschel and Tecnical 5ignal Inspector Luedt e

(Inspector  'esser also ha -inb been transferred to the Special

 urposes ' 'leather Station Budapest in the meanwh zle) was in-

c o r por a t e d wi t h t h e 'r t h Company , Ai r Si g n a l   `e g i men t 4 . '  a j or

Ba b e l t o ok c omman d of t h e I I I ll ad i o I n t e r c e p t Ba t t al i on ,
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43 Air Signal '̀egiment 1 at  ernau .

Although within the zone of Air 17istrict Command VIII,

assigned under the Fourth Air Fleet, Vienna , from 16 March

1939 on , Station W-11 had not during the campaign in roland

been assigned under the III  attalion , Air Signal Hegiment 4

and thereby under Control Station  N-Leit-4 , Vienna .
jt had

. also not been assigned under the III  'attalion , Air Signal

kegiment 1 of the r̀irst Air Fleet, in the Lone oT  which it

had formerly been . As previousl,y mentioned it was only as-

i s i g n e d un d er t h e t   our t h Ai r   'l e e t a f t e r t h e Po l i s h c ampa i gn .

Not being assigned under Control Station ', -Leit-4, Sta-

tion W-11 prior to the war reported directly to the Cry to-

gr a ph i c   en t e r o t t h e L  e i ch Ai r ? :i n i s t r y , a.s di d al l we a t h e r

stations of the First,  econd , and   hird Air Fleets. Since

it was also not ass- gned under  ontrol Station W-Leit-4 , or 

un d e r t h e I I I   a t t a l i on , Ai r 5 i g na l jle g i me n t 4 dur i
.n g t h e

Polish campaign , it continu ed to report directly to the Crypto-

graphic i;enter , now under the CINC, Air Force. Ir. view of its

cooperation with the 7th Company , Air Signal  egiment 4 and in

view of the circumstance of war , however , its    a  intercept

r e po r t s rnu s t al s o h av e r e a ch e d :;on t r o l S t a t i on vY- i  e i t - 4 a n d

the Intelligence Ufficer of the Fourth Air  Fleet.

On 6 ? fovember 1939 hst Lieutenant Oeljeschlaeger took

eommand of the company , wr ich was stationed at Czy ny , near
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k_rakau;after the  erman advance into Poland. Zater , when

the regiments lOth Company was expanded,    X           Cap-

tain   reiherr von Camerlander activated the 9th Compan  , also

fo   the reaiment, at Hirschstetten . See  hapter 10,   , V ,
4  
4a , a (1 } and a (2 ).

Fi e ld 5 t a t i on s :

( 1 ) ',Ve a t h e r = e s e ar   h St a t i on ',No- l , Tar n ow

( Z) "        Y'o- 2 ,   a dom

( 3 ) " '  ,  i Yo- 3 , Ki e l ce

The above weather reseai•ch stations had DF and receiver

- instr m ents. Kadio comr unications were maintained with the

company as well as DF command communications.

(3) Interce t Platoon Herold (=y!tz); Cmmmitted in

Zipser-i eudorf , Slovakia , and later in Humenee, Eastern Slo-

- vakia and Krakau . '

CO : 2d Lieutenant herold.-
  This intercept platoon , which had commenced operation.e

at Zipser-Neudorf , Slovakia , one month prior to the outbreak

o f war , d i s pl a c e d a t t h e b e g i nn i n  ; o f t h e war t o ri u ma  z  e i n

 %astern Slovakia , and from there moved later into Galicia ,

where it operated at hrakau . Comi• unications were mainta  ned

wi t h a t a t i on V - Le i t i n Vi enn a by     $
,?  aLd  .   

.;
    .  g wi r e a,n d

with the Special Nurposee Weather  tation Budapest by ra  iio.

At the conclusion ot  its mission after th e campaign in Pvland
+ :i'h e c o  npany H.  e ch el on wa  _  i n Cz  rz y ny wi t h a r e c e i v e r pl a-toon and an interj reting section .
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    t n e p l a t o on r e t u r n e d t o Vi e ?ina .  . 
_'h   r e i r               ; , n       d  a

returned the oersonnel it had received from the  'ourth Air

r l e e t a n a a l s o r e t u r n e d t h c c i v i l i a 7l pr o c e s s i n  Y a n 1 t r a n s l a -

t i n   pe r s on ?Ze l t o r' on t r o l   t   t i on  r- Le i t -   -. ', h e r e rnn a n t t o-

g e t h e r  wi t i. Li eu t e n a i  t ii e r o l  .  r e t u r r, e d t o t h e A   CI ? iC 'ri  

!  i r S i  ;n a l "`e :  i me :tt a t   o t s   a m-   i c n e a n d wa s t h er e u s e d a s

t h e c a d r e   or a  ze N i r t e r c e n t c ompa n ,y , w _i c h   s a s s i  ; n e d t o

the V1II  ir Corps.

a 2 ,
( 2 ) . S t a t i c

_
I n t e r c e   t Un i t s (   're a t h e r S t z t i gn   )

,

• ; 1 ; Co _  t r o l
_

:_t a t i on
_

  h e i t - 4 , Vi e nrla .

CO :  s e n e r a l ma j o r - da me t z

Uf h i c e r Pe r s or n   , : '   a   or J a n ows k i ( r e t , on r e c a l l s t a t u s )

Ca  tain hichter (neserve)

Ca ; 
t a i n Pa r t i l l a (. !  e : e r v e )

.

Te   : ul i c a l ;  i gn a l Uf f i c i a l s :  .  u er i' u r t ,   Yi r t h , I ,;a r ch e .

Ì,i i s s i on s a n d i;n a i r  s o f   oc  ma n d :   Ve a t h e r  l e p or t i n g Co i t r o l

_  tation tiY-.
Leit-4 was cr -ated prior to the war to re lace theP

f or me r l:u s t r i a r_ "Le c od i n _; a n u I  l t e r p r e t i n g Ce n t e   a nd c on -

tinued in this role. !:lr aay durin  peace all weather sta-

t mon s il a d    o r e :- o r t t o i t . I n s e  m Lr_v pr o pe r a s i mi l a r s ,y s -

t  _m wa s on l
,y

i n t r od u c e u  rr   e_  a I I I La t t a l i on (    a  1i o I n t e r -

"ept) was a tivated for the air si nal re;iment of each air

fleet in accoruance wit   mo  iliLation plans, so that no ehange

i n t h a r e por t i n o pr oc e du r e  .vr .s n e c e .;s a r y i n : u s   r i a , n a me l y ,

i n t h e c a s e o t ' c; oiLt r o l :  t a t i o n , - 1, e i t - 4 . Al s o t h n c o o pe r a -

t
n
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46 cooperation o  the intercept stations, or weather stations ae

they were still designated o  r deceptive purposes, with the

individual sir fleet in telligence officers ordered in  ermany

proper avas already an established fact in Austria since Con-

trol Station v i-Leit-4 was at the same time a section of the

staff of the i ̀ourth Air rleet Intelli ence Officer . In other

respects, also, : obilization required few changes in Control

Station 4V-Leit-4 .  eneral  da etz continued as Station Chief

and also assumed comman d over the III kadio Intercept Patta-

• lion activated in accordance with mobilization plaas. Control

Station -Leit-4 now became part of this ir_tercept battalion ,

47 bu t remained in its premises at Schw .rzenbergplatz. : fter the

campaign in Poland it was assi ned Station  ti'-11 (redeeignated

5tation W-24 ) .  nitially this station still remained pa.rt

of the 7th  ;ompany , Air Signal "egiment 4 , bu t later was taken

_
ou t of that company and assigned directly under the control

station in intercept matters.  xpansion of :;ontrol Station

' Y-heit-4 to form an ind ,pendently operating interce t unit

only took place as part of the preparations for the campaigns

in the Lalkans and in Russia . See also ;;hapter 11 , 3 , III

and B , V , 4 a , a 1 , and a 2.

( 2 ) S t a t i on  ̀J- 1 4 '  Ji e n - h i r s ch s t   t t e n .

CU : lst Lieuten?.r t Ueljeschlaeoer , later

CU, 7 t  i ompa ny , Ai r Si g na l l  eg i me n t

4 . ne was pro t ably followed by Captain
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   r e i n e r r v on Ca   e r l a e a d er , wli o un t i l t h e n

had commanded the 7th Cor pany .

l e c hr. i c a l Si   I n s pe c t or : Le t s c h

Otherwise no changes occurred .
( 3 ) a pe c i a l 1'ur pos e a  Ye a t h e r  ;t a t i on Lu da pe s t -   Ia t y a s -

f o e l d .

Ct  : I,:a j or   i c k . On l U J a n u a r y li'a j or F i c h wa s t r a n s f e r r e d

t o t h e I I I '"a t t a l i on , Ai r Si   n a l '   e  ; i me n t 4 a t

Vienna and replacea by Captain Lr . Ristow , until

then in comman a of the 9th nadio Intercept Company ,
Air Sibnal

.
e iment 1 , Bromber  .

  u t CU: Ca pt a i n f  i c n t e r ( j e s e r v e )
, l a t e r a t    vn t r o l

 
S t a t i on   i- Le i t - 4 .

 I e c Si   I n s pe c t or : Zu e ci t k e , t r an s f er r e 3 t o .  t a t i on  N- 1 1 ,
 reslau after the campai n in Poland an  replaced

b-y Be s s e r , f r om 5 t     t i on   u- 1 1 , _r e s l au .

Field 5tations : A new weather r •search s tation was estab-
l i s h e a i n t h z va r pa t h i a n -. o un t a i n s , i n t h e Iiu s z t

ar e a , 3 3 mi l e s n or t hwe s t of    ar r  ar o s - Sz i g e t or
•   e r e c  ;z a s n e a r i :unk  

.e s .

(7t h e r wi s e n o c i  a n  e s .

u . n e s ul t s an d    ; er i e n c e i n t h e Pol i s h Ca mpa i   . i n
Fourth Air Fleet Zone .  See also Chap er 11 , B l, 5 .

l;ontrol Station 4ii-Leit-4 ana its two weather stations
remair ea in their permanent re  rward peacetime premisea. The

weather stations had e cellently developed receiver and DF

installations , and the same applied to their weather research

s t a t i on a . Th e f a c t t h a t t h e y r e ma i n e  _
i  : t h e i r p ea c e t i    e

r e a r -rva r d l o c a t i an.s i n s u r e d t o Con s t r o l a t a t i on  1'- Le i t - 4 , i t s
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48 weather stations, and their weather reaearch atations secure

wire communicationa, so that the transmission af reports

. to  ontrol Station W-Leit-4 and from there to Fourth Air
 { 1 :: z t ::ea c n_;  x t c  • 
Fleet  'eadquartere aa well as to the Gryptographic Genter

I
'

.
at Headquarters of the Commander in Chief of the Air Force .

functioned satisfactarily .

The intercept and interpretinb pereonnel of the static

intercept stations were thoroughly trained and were able, in
I
 

s ite of the very small and within a short time almoet non-

 
existent volume of radio traffie b the Polish air force Y ,.

to maintain an uninterrupted picture of developments at the

 
f r on t .

The motorized intercept units were not able to achieve

re$ulta equal to those of the static branch of the service.

A1 large pereentage of their personnel were Qnly assigned at•

mobilization and had not yet the thornugh training in inter-

cept operations which the personnel of the statio w eather

.,
a t a t i on e h a d a f t e r   h e i r l on g t r a i n i n g . I+  x t h e r mor e , t h e i r

communications facilities for the transmission of repo.r
ts

s i  owe d s e r i ou a d e f e c t s b e c au s e of t h e f r e qu en t d i s l a c eme n t sP

of the unita in following the ''erman advance and because the

wire communication networks in the front areas were by no

means 8atisfactory .
, .

Parformances of the 7th Com an Air Si  P Y. al e i .me n t 4gn g
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4y suffered auring the campaien from the f;;ct that the planned

cooperation did not function with the Station  ,+-11 , Breslau ,

wh.i ch s t a t i orz i t s e l f pe r f'or    e d a dmi  . a ol y , f r om t h e i na d e qua c y

of the Polish air forces ra3io communications , and because of

the snort duration of the campaign , w' ich did not afford an

opportunity for proper intearation of the newly assigned per-

sonriel and their proper familiarizztion with intercept acti-

vities . The op rations of this company only began to produce

results when the fightin ; was over and the work began of

50 intercepting i ussian radio communications with the great pos-
'

s i b i l i t i e s t h e l tu s s i an r a d i o t r a f f i c o f f er e d .

The results achieved by Intercept Platoon rIerold were in-

significant as far as the Polish air forces were concerned

but satisfactory in the matter of Polish army voice radio

communications. 1he operations of the platoon d_ d not produce

•
r e s ul t s on t h e e x pe c t e d s c a l e . '. '

h e r e a s on s we r e : t h e f a c t t h a

in thia isolated region which was so underdeveloped in the

field of tecr nical signal communications as was to be expected

i n Sl ov a k i a wi t n i t a c  oun t a i :  pa s s e s i n t h e Ca r pa t h i an s t o

 alicia , the wire c ;mmunications to the rearward repor ting

centers were necessarily inadequate; the fact ths.
t radio com-

munications could not be used satisfactorily to replace the

l a c k i n ;; wi r e c ommu n i c a t i on s ; t h e r a p i d pa c e o f t h e  'e r ma n a d-

v a n c e ; an d t h e s n or t dur a t i on of t h e c a.mpa i gn rvh i ch a l l owe d
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50
_;o t i me f or a ny i mpr ov emerl t o f t h e e x i s t i n g c or  u :•_

i c a t i on s

and familiarization or the personnel with the ra_
dio communi-

cation idiosyncracies of the ener y .

5 . Commen t s o  7 t h e Fi n d i n   s of t h e ::i s t or i c a l Br a n c h of

 erman Air Force ueneral Staff concey ning the Intercept Ser-

v i c e s i n t h e l on  ::s of F i r s t a n d r 'ou r t h k i r   'l e e t s du r i n g t h e

P ol i s i  ua r:,pa i gn . Su ppl    me n t a r y o t h e i n f'or ma t i on on i n t e r c e pt

r e s ul t s ;
i v e n i n   tia p t e r 1 1 , B I , 2 c a n d 4 b .

  u r i n G r̀Vo r l d rra r I I t h e   er ma n Ai r r or c e  li s t or i c a l

Lranch published a number of volu.Tes on t e histor: ; of Air

  a r f a r e , a mon g t h e l n Vol ume 4 : " (,  pe r a t i on s o f t h e Ai r   i g na l 

Cor pe i n Ai r   a r f a r e a g a i n s t ; u l a n d ( Be r   i n s a t z d e r Zu f t -

51 :za  :h r i cn t e n t r u p  p e
_
i m .

Lu f t   r i e   e
_
  e   e n Po l e n ) " c cmp i l e d by

l s t Li e u t en a n t l r u e t z e l .   h a  t s t u dv h a   b e e n u s e  l a s a c on-

tribution by Karl Klee in the ,, ilitary  cience Journal ( Nehr-

wi s s en s c h a f t l i c h e  :un    s ch a u )  aro l u me 2  19 54 , l h i s f a c t ma k e s

 
i t po s s i bl e t o e x ami n e t h e s t s.t eme n t s i n t h <  s t u d c on c e _•n i r_ y  

t he oper a t i ons an d a ch i ev emerit s   f t h e i n  t er ce pt s e r v i c e s

and ati the same time to add to wha  has b:aen said so f?r

c o? c er n i ng t h e i n t e r ce ti t s er v i c e s i n t  le z on es of t h e Fi ? s t

a nd   'our t h   i r F'l ee t a .

a . 1'n terce  t u pera tion s .

a l . Up e r a t l ori 8 u n d e r  i r S l nn a l n e
_

i me n t 1 , Of t h e

Fi r s t   .
i r Fl e e t . I n t h e   i a t or i c a l   r a n c r_ s t u dy t h a i n t e _•c e p t

units of    e Signal "egiment 1 listed are as follows :
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51 "t h e I I I La t t u l i on ( _  a d i o I il t e r c e pt ) , Ai r Si on a l y`e ; i me n t 1

c ompr i s i n g t h e ;+t h ( :. t z )   a d i o I n f e r c e pt Compan y an d t h e l Ut h

( 1 it z ) jzadi o In t ,Jr c e pt     mpa ny . " ,  e n t i o :  i i s t    us l a c k i n ; of

o f' t h e i n t e r c e pt c on t r o l s t a t i on of' t h e i  i r s  t Ai r Fl e e t , t h e

   e a t h e r lte por t i n .; Con t r ol St a t i on W- Le i t - 1 , t r an s f er r e d a t

oobilization from FulsT itz to "ernau , of the III  attalion ,

a c t i v a t e d a t mob i l i z a t i on .    l s o n o t l i s t e d i s St a t i on   Y- 23 ,

Leutsch-::rone, w: icn was organic to the regiments  th Company

an d wa s t r a n s f e r r e u t o g     :       .  r omber g a f t er v e r m2n t r o o ps

_ occupied that town . The yth Com pany wa  not motorized , as

stated in the study but only partly motorized, since it con-

sisted only of one motorize,  intercept platoon while its

o t h e r pl a t oon   :a    r e pr e s e n t e d by St a t i o n a  - 21 , t h e s t a t i c

intercept station at lleutscri-Krone and later at  3romber  .

5  r'urthermore, Station '  1-11 was assigned under Control Station•

,y-Leit-1 in ma   ters of interceat activities  see below ),

  a2. Interceut Onerations in the  one of Air Force

Command yastern t'russia. Accordin  to the Histori :al Branch

s -tu ay t h e   n t i r e i n t e r c e pt : e   •v i c e s c ommi t me n t c on s i s t e d of

S t a t i on "4Y- 11 h=o bb e l bu de " a l on e . Howe v e r , a f t e r c a pt u r e o t

the rolisr  Uorridor area o
,y  erman troopa, that station was

b

reinforced/ a motorized interce t platioo  ,assigned under

Con t r ol *̀+t a t i on    -̀ Ze i t - 1 f or i n   e r c e pt o pe r a t i on s f r om t h e
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l Ot h 3 a a i o I n t e r c e p t Co:npa n y , k r' CI : ;C :I  Ai r S i_g n a l k e g i me n t

( f o r me r l y t h e 6 t h n a d i o I n t e r c e p t Coc pa n y , Ar CI I IC saQ 5 i g n a l

 attalion ),  hiei: company was returned  o its parent regiment

at the end of the rolish cam paign , whereu pon the lOth riadio

I n t e r c e p t Compa n y (
, ? ut z ) ,    i r Si g n a l i  e g i me n t 1 , c o::;pr i s i n g

only headquarters elemente, 1 motorized in tercept platoon ,

and processin  elements , and which nad been trans: erred to

yastern  'urssia , was incorporated with Station { -11 . That

s t a t i on wa s f r om t h en on d e s i g n a t ed l   t h ,ta d i o I n t e r : e p t

, was
- Compa n y , Ai r J i g n a l +̀ e g tme n t 1 a n d , a s    ̀.

  d  t h e c a e e wi t h

ihe 9th Com pany , now consisted of a headquarters section ,

Station 'n-11 as its lst intercept Platoon , and a second mo-

t o r i z e d i n t e r c e p t p l a t o on . Wi t rl t h i s me a s ur e St a t i on ;'Y- 1 1

wa s i n t e g r a t e ci wi t   . t h e I I I Ea t t a l i on , Ai r  : i g na l ``e    i Men t l ,

wt ereas in the past i  haa only been assianed under that
•

battalion in matters of intez cept activities.

a . Intercept Uoerations in the  one of Air Si nal

  e   i me n t , 4 , r  ou r t h Ai r   'l e e t . I n t h e Hi s t o r i c   l h z a n c n s t u dy

the following interceot units ot' this re iaent are listed:

I I I i' a ;l i o I n t e r c e p t   a t t a l i on , Con t r ol 5 t a t i on  '!- h e i t - 4 ,

Sp e c i a l r u r po s e s +̀  e a t h e r   t  : t i on , a n d I n t e r c e p t ;' l   t o on   e r -

old . The followin  rema ins to be said here : w en during

p^a c e t h e n e f ol l o wi n g s t a.t i c i n t e r c e p t s t a t i on s we z•e a l r e a d y

i n e x i s t e n c e : a t s t i on ;1- 1 4 , Vi e nn a a n d   pe c i a l Pur po s e s
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53  ,   e a t h e r Ut a t i on Pu da p   s t . 1'    moY i l i a t i o :n t h e f o l l owi n g u n i t s

we r e a c t i va t e d : I n t e r c e o t Pl a t o on   e r•o l d ( rao t or i z e  :  ) a s a

5 p e c i a l i zi t e r c e p t d e t a c Y    e n t o f ,  on t r o l S t a t i.on '   - Le i t - 4 , a n d

t h e 7 t h ( : t z ) n a  .i o I n t e r c e p t   ompa n   r , Ai r   i   n a l -•e   i me n t 4 ,

t o c o o pe r a.t e wi t ..   t a t i on  ̀V- 1 1 ,  jr e s l a u .  : i t  c e t h e 7 t  1 Corn oa n ,

was committed close behind the front combat lines,  these two

u n i t s o pe r a t e .i s e pa r a t e l y t 'o r t h e t i rn e b e i n  ; , bu t i n a c c or da n c

with the same uirectives.

b . I     t e r c e o t ``e s u l t s .   s1 t h i s s u b j e c t t h e   i s t or i c a l

i  ranch study states as follows:

( 1 ) a s e a r l y a s i n J u l y j
.      u s t 1 9 3 '  t . e r  a j or s h a r e

i n t h e   :i s s i on of i n t pr c e  ; t o ne r a t i   n s a g a i n s t Pol a n d

was assigned to the interuept units of the  'irst Air
  leet ,  erlin .

1h e f ol l owi n   i n f or ma t i oii i s o f f e r e d t o s u ppl e me n t t h a t

s t a t ern en t :

- In the northernsegment of the area to be kept under

radio intercept observation Station 'N-11 , 3reslau and Station

 ̀Y-16 Kobbelbude were committed besides the intercept units of

the First Air F'leet, namely ,  ontrol Station W-Zeit-1 Pulsnitz

( t r a n s f  ?r r e d a t mob i l i z a t i on t o y e r r a u ) a n d St a t i on 'vY- 2 1

Deutsch-arone, to cover Yoland.

S t a t i on v  - 16 wa s u n d e r -.i r y'o r c e Comrn a n d La s t e r n Pr u s s i a ;

S t a t i on 'o'r- 11 , Br e s l a u u n t i l 1 3   ,ia r c :z 1 9 3y r  a d b e e n u n d e r t h e

First Air  'leet , but when Air llistrict Command VIII, Breslau ,
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54 wa s e x c l u d e d f r om t h e    i r s t Ai r Fl e e t Comrn an d , 5 t a t i on fi  - 11

on the same date came under the   ourth Air Fleet. However ,

iieither before the war nor at mobilization was tt placed

under Cor_
trol Station «-Zei -4 of the Fourth Air Fleet in

ma t t e r s of i n t e r c;e pt o p er a t i on s , n or wra s i t a t an y t i me pl a c e

under Control Station W-Leit-1 , of the First Air Fleet in

matters of intercept operations. I u was assigne    under the

III Battalion ( ladio Intercept), Air Signal 1 egiment 4 , and

thereby under vontrol Station   -Leit-4 , only after the cam-

  paign in Poland and trien as  tation +N-24 . Station  -16 ,Kob-

belbude , waa assigned under the III 11adio Intercept Battalion

Ai r Si g na l   `e b i me n t 1 , and r e de s i gn a t e d  N- 1 1 a f t e r   e r man

occupation of the rolisn Corridor .

  (2) Sou tnern roland wa ; kept under radio intercept

observation by the rourth iir Fleetwhi ch for this pur-
pose had rat-iio intercept observation posts in 3udapest,• Szegedin , Lebreczen , and Szolyva .

Un the sub ect of this statement in the Historical Branc

s ;udy , the following remains to be said:

1'h e    ou r t h Ai r    l e e t e r  pl o ye d t h e f o l l owi ng pe a c e t i me

weather stations: Station W-14 , Vienna ,  pecial Purposes

   e a t h e r a t a t i on Bu da pe s t t og e t rie r wi t h i t s f i e l d or we a t h er

research posta . Z he posts at Szegedin , Ilebreczen , and Szo-

l y v a we r e f i e l d s t a t i on s o f t :  e 5 pe :;i a l  .'u r pos e s  ye a t h e r

 tation Budapeet. Al1 of these stations and posts came
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54 Con t r o l S t a t i on  ,  - h e i t - 4 o f t h e Fou r t h x i
_r r l e e t , an d wer e

required even prior to the war to transmit their intercept

reports to that control station for decodin  and interpre-

t a t i on . Con t r_ol 5 t a t i ;}ti ,  - Le i t - 4 a s.d n o r e c e i v e r i n s t e.l l a -

tiona of its cwn .

team
( 3 ) l h i s c orrmii t a e n t of a n i n t er c e pt         i n
( Zi ps e r -  _.:eu  tor f )

 lovakiajdid not prove effective, however, because the

report transmittind facilities were defective.

'l  h e un i t r e f e r r e d t o n
.e r e i n t h e ri i s t or i c a l   r an c h s t u dy wa s

not a tean but Intercept platoo>> rlerold , committed initially

•

at  i ser-l eudorf bu t transferred atP the outbreak of the war

to  iumenee in yastern Slovakia and then to salicia for com-

mi t me n t i n   :r a :Kau , mh e pl a t oon ma i n t a i n e d c ommun i c a t i on s

wi t h Con t r ol 5 t a t i on  Y- Le i t - -  i n Vi e nna by wi r e , wi t h t h e

Spe c i a l 1'ur po s e s  re a t h e r   t a t i on 'nu da pe s t by r a i i o .

. ( 4 ) R - t o t s.l o f 54 r e c e i v e r s an d 2 0 rn e di um an d

s _ lor t - wav e   r i n s t r ume n t s wer e enlpl oy e 3 ag a i n s t Pol an d

( 5 ) Un 2     u   u s t  .il t e r f;e    Z o bs e r v a t i on a c t i v i t i e s

were extended to ir clude the Yolish broadcastin  service

an d on 2 5 hug u s t t o i n c l ud e  'r i t i s h ,  . r en c n , I t a l i a n ,
Qzechoslovakian and i ussian stations.

'r hat is meant wita the above statements in the Ilistorical

bran ch study is naturally the broadcastin  stations .  his

broad interce::t mission , if' it is correct  ust have encoun-

tered difficulties in visw of the translatinb personnel as-

s i   ,n e d t o Con t r ol S t a t i on s  r '- Le i t - 1 a nd 4 an d t h e i r
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.. - . .. .  ___ . .. _. . .
.  40 _ _ • f   _ ; ...

_ , . _;   eub-stations _
and poste, which wer-e the unit8 in queetion :-L
.

  Rus ian az d  °alish communicationa could be interce_pted bp -
.

al l f i v e wea th er s t a t i ons of t   e Fi r s t and Four t h  Ai r   'l e ®t s  

_- _ _
  and of Ai r For ae   ommand Eas t ern .Prus si a , a s

_
wel l a s by C:   i-   _- ,. .. ,

  6
.
t r al St a t i on s 1  Zei t =1 and 4 . •

The agenc i e a pr i mar i l y -   onc    r
=

-
 

_ . -
. . . .   -. .-

. ne.
d with C2eeho alovakian coaimunications were Control Statibn  

W-Leit-4 and Weather Station W-14 in Qienna, b e sides Special  
- -

Purposes  eather Jtation Budapest. Station  -11,-B eslau , ,
. . .. .    may alao still have .

2 ad Caeoh tranalators vn.
its staff from

,_ . .. -

_
ita former interceot misslon agalnst Gzechos •ov kia . For com- 

-. I
- .,

- munications in the Slovakian l nguage only Stativn  -14 ,Yien  .

. and Special Purposes Weather Station Budapest were,a
npropr.

iate

. _ , - .
. Station W-14 may have been able to handle 'Italian.. Otherwise,

italian, French and Fngligh translating personnel were avail-

abl e on l y on t he at a  f a.  of t h e wea t her s t a t i one i n  wes t er n
 

t   - _
- -  

and southern "ermany. _

  .
(6} From 29 :August on Polish radio communicatione

- -  
i  _cr eas ed h eav i l   . New c ode na.mee c am® 3sa t o uae .   The -

.
- number of coded messages increaseu. Tha,  oun

d- olnme vf •.
sll trarismitter  and articularl of '!  ' '  . , g y the r a stem

-
y

_ -  ,(etationary Army sir units-ground radi   eta tions) was ../
  etrongly aubdued-, Fr-om 30  ugust on  olish s ateur , •

. , , , .r  -
• t   anami t t .er s wer e u s ed f or Ar my pur po8e $ and pos      

.orte

-  in grouu&-ground communications  ere given in  .g
 id- .,.

ma p c o de .ey s t ent whi ch i n.i t i a l l y coul d nQt be, un de   s t o.
©d .  

  . .
( 7 }

.Al r eady
.
or  1 Se pt ernber t   e at at i ons ,r   t r ans m  t  t e
_ -. -. .. . - -- . . _ . , _ i

-   _ . . - : : ._ _ . „. - •, . -. _ - +      - -
- .   . . -   . -
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56 transmitters at Posen (rp) and  rakau (rk ) could not be heard.

S i cr i l a r l ;  , n o P ol i s il a i r t r a i r i c c on t r o l me a s a g e s c ou l d

b e d e t e c t e d a n y l oi  g e r . :  on i t o r i n   o f t h e Pol i s h   r ou n d-

ground raciio communica tinns repeatedl,y made it possible

to determine the stations of rolish air units ar_
d the

l o c a l i t y o f h   t h e r t o u i14:_z own Pol i s n a i r f i e l d s . I n s u c h

cases the proper reports were diapatched immediately

t o ou r t     i rl - a n d s i n g l e - e n   i n e f i   h t e r u n i t s . On 2   e p-

tember the sta.tic ground ra.d
io stations of the Polish

Army ai-̂ forces were no lonoer heard , rro*a 6 Septenber

on all other Polie i radio comrnunications deereased con-

siderably in volurae. Un 16 ;;eptemoer there was com lete

rauio silence.

c.   onclusions.  'rom the account  iven by the : is- 

torical £ ranch of th  results obtained by intercept opera-

tions it i;; evident that the ooerCtional and tactical data

pr o cu r e d f r om r a d i o c o:r.m u n i c a t i on s o f t h e P ol i s  i a i r f or c e s

:. u s t b e c on s i d    r e d a s h a v i n  : b e e n o f i n c on s i d   r a b l e v a l u e

an   that they could no  hzve fulfilled expectations.

 
:.s i n d i c a t e a pr   v i ou bl y i n   , I , a bov e , t n.i s vra s du e

lar ely to the outdated structure ofi  the Polish air fo  ces

a rl  l t h e r a s   l t a n t s ma l l v o l ume o t' r a u i o c ommun i c a  '  i on s . I t

was further due to the fact that the heavy bombin;; of the

P ol i s h a.i r f i e l d s i mme d i a.t e l   a t t l- e ou t br e a li o f t h e w  r
L

i u   a l a r   e per c e n t a d e o f t h c P ol i s h a i r f or c e s , i n c l u ci i n g

t h e a i r t r a f f i c c on t r ol s v s t e rr_ ou t o f a c t i on , l  h a t c om  ̂u -

nication lines for the '- ernan intercept units  or a more

s p e e dy t r a n s :r  i s s i on o f r e por t s we r e l a c k i n   ; i n 9 ome s e c t o r s
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5c3 o f s ome t a c t i c a l h e a a  u a r t e r s wGtis a  rmi t t e d l y a n e r r o r o f

or  i s s i on i » ou r pr e oa r a t i on s r or rrio ai l i z r t i on i n t h   t t h e e s -

se»tial  Yire lines were not assi;ned to or constructed for

t il a i n t e r c e p t s e r v i c e ; h orve v er , t h i s we a   n e s s wa s o_''
f s e t by

t h e f a c t t h a t t  : e s t a t i c i n t e r c e  :,t s t a t i c n s f a r t h e r i r_ t h e

r e a r  = e r e a b l e t o i n t er c e p t t i  e s a me c ornmu n i c a t i on s a n d r a-

p or t t h r ou   h t h e c or  mu n i c a t i on c ha nn e l : o f t h e h i  ;h e r l ev e l s

o f c o    ma n d , e v e n t h ou Giz t h e s e  we r e    t t i  :ie s s e r i ou s l y o v e r -

l o txd e d .

 
.  u i t e a pa r t f r cm t h e  i i   f i c  il t i e s l i s t,e d h e r e , t h e f a c t

r ;.ma i n s t h a t t h e  ; i n  ;u l s.r s i t u a t i on i n r e ; e.r   l t o r a c  i o c om-

mun i c a t i on s on t h e  'o l i s n s i d e !na d e i t i mp o s s i bl e f or t h e

i }Zt e r c e p t s e r v i c e s o f' t h e   e r me n   .i r   'o r c P , a l t h ou , 
h e x c e l -

lently tra.ined ana hi nly eff ctEnt, to achieve the perfor-

mances oi w iich it was capable.
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