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It is the desire of the President, the Secretary
of War, ané the Commwanding General, AAF that a solid
record of the experiences of the Army Alr Forces be
compiled, WThie 1s one of a series of gtudles prepared
ags "iret narratives' in the projected over-agll history

. of the AAF,

The deeision to make the information contained
herein avallable for staff and operational use without
delay has preveanted recourse to some primary sources.
Readers faniliar with this subjeet' matter are invited
to contribute additional facis, lnterpretations, and
constructive suggestions, To this end perforated
sheets, properly addressed, may be found at the back
of the study,

This study will be handled in strict compliance
with AR 380=5,
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Chapter 1

ANERICAN ENTRY INTO THE MIDDLE EAST

Active participation of the Uniied States Army Air Foress
in the Middle Zast began at what was probably the lowest ebh of
British fortunes in that theater. There had been two years of
fighting back and forth across the Western Desert ard corres-
vondents besan to0 refer to the periodic marches and countermarches
of the rival armies as the "accordion war." In their first offen-
sive the Britich inflicted an ignominious defeat upon the numerically
superior Itallians and by February 1941 succeeded in advancing as
far as Bepgasl., But no sooner had the British taken Bengasi thon
Greeco appealed for help against her Axis invaders., Oonfronted
with the prospect of a two-pronged drive against the Middle East,
the British élvided thelr meagre forces only to meet defeat first
in Grecce and agaln in Crete., These disasters were paralleled
by a retreat in the Wesiern Degert. Under the agegressive leader-
ghip of Gen. Ervin Rommel the reinforced Axis troops had seiged
the inltiatlve and during the latter part of March 1941 launched
an offensive. They struck the Britich south of Bengasi and
inflicted heavy losoes., Deprived of their srmor the BEritish
troops had no alternative but to withdraw along the coast. Rommel
pressed the purguit, by-nassed Tobruk, and on 12 April seizad
Bardie which is prectically on the Wk an horder,
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The Germsn invacion ofUS.S.R.on 22 June 1941 relieved the
pressure in the Western Desert and gave the Briilsh a breathing
spell vhich was utilizsd to effect & reorganization and to under-~
takte a program of tralnlng ond preparations. 3y the fall of 1941
the Britigh hed duilt up numerical superiority in men, guns, and
planes and on 12 November launched an offensive to drive the Axis
out of Llbys. They succeeded in driving Rommel back as far as
Aghelila and in trapping substential numbers of Axls prisoners.
They falled, however, to destroy the maln siriking force-~the
Axig armored and motorized dlvisions--snd Rommel came back on 23
Janmuary 1942 to destroy all bubt 50 of the 160 Britisgh tenks,
Agaln the Britlsk were forcod to withdraw from Bongasi and %o
tokre up defensive positions running south of Gazala to Bir Hacheim,

Both gides were now immobilized for a period of approximately
four monthg in bulldéing w supplies necsssary for a decislve
compalgn. Again the Britlsh succeeded in achieving numerical
superiority but this time the wily Rommel struck first, In g
wide envelopluog movemert he' swepd around the British defenses on
27 May 1942, For two weeks an indeclsive battle raged but on
12-13 J1ne Rommel succeeded in luring the British tmuke onto
88-mm, and S0-mm. antltsnk guns concealed smong dereliet vehloles
and 1n shsllovw wadles in the Enlightsbrlidgze area. As a result,
230 of the 300 British beuks were destroyed without euy corres-

ponding lose having been inflicted upon the enemy. The destruction
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of the British armor at Knighitebridge on "Black Saturday,!
13 June, was the turning point of the campeign and from that
point until they reached El Alamein the British were in retreat.
Twice, then, the British with numerieally stronger forces
had failed to defeat the Axls. British prestige in the Middle
Bast sanls to a new depth when 1% began to look as if, despite
American lend-lemse equipment which was belng sent in an ever-
inereasing stream, tho Suez Cansl would be lost to tho Allied
cause, It was on the day before "Black Saturday" that an American
squadron of heavy bombariment planes undertook g hazardous rald
on tho Romanian oll refineries at Ploestl, The first sirategzlc
bombing migslon directed against the Axig from the Middle Basi
vas cerried out 12 June 1942 by 13 B-24D'g under the comrand of
Uol. Harry A, Halvarson.l The actual demage inflicted was not
considerable tut the American flyers made a flight of some 2,800
wiles and pressed home the atiack with determination., Although
falling short of the oxpectatioms of its planners this first raid
on the Ploesti oil refinerles illustrated the fact that even
though Hitlor's Panzer diviglons were ndvancing victoriously in
the desert the war could still be taken to the hoart of Axis
territory by mesns of the long-range bowber, This fact could not
have been other than an encourazing development at a tlume vhen

Britich prestige was at its lowest in the Middle BEast,
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A day or two after the rald on the Floestl oil flelds it was
learned that Italian varships were gfcsming down from Taranto to
intercept a convoy of British supply ships bheadsd for Malta. Malte
had become lnereasingly lmportent as an alr and navel base and
Increasingly @iffieult to supply. If llalita was to survive, how-
ever, the conveys had to got through and the crews of the B-24's
vere accordingly briefed to attack the Itallan vessels., Seven
sirplanes of the Halverson Detachment took off at dzvm on 15 June
&nd intercepted the Italisn fleet 220 miles eact of Halta.g
Seversl hits and near migges on the gwerstruciture of the battle-
ships Littorio and Covour were reported but the damage inflictoed
dops not seem %o have been crip;pling.3 Had the bombers been
equipped to carry 3,000-pound instesd of B50C-pound bombs, it is
probeble that pevere losses would have resulted..4 In reporting
this action Colonel Halversom stated: "I considor that the primary
miselion of our cooperation which wae to prevent attack of a
large and vitel British convoy by the main bedy of the Italian
fleet has been accomplished."s

The Halverson detschment had not been destined originslly
for assignment in the Mlddle Bast bub was orpganized and equipped
to carry oub a secret bombing mission in the Far Zasiern theater.
Because of the prospsctive loss of Burma the detachment had been
temporarily deflected at Khartoum and acting on orders from the
War Department had carried out the rald on the Floestl oil

refineries and the atiack ageinst the Italian fleet. Oolonel
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. Halverson then asked to be allowed to proceed on his original

- mission, He stated that it wos his "considered opinion" that
one more cooperative misslon would deplete his forece to a point
vhere his prinmary mission couwld not hHe accomplished.s Bacause,
howvever, of the unfavorable situation in the Far East and the
eritieal need for heavy-bombardment alreraft in the Midile East,
Colonel Halverson was directed to assemble his command in the
vicinity of Cairo and to report to the RAY Commander in the Middle

o East in order to arrange nesessary details for the employment of
hig foree in cooperation with the Bz-itish.? The efforts of the
Halverson detachment in cooperation with the British vwere thence-
forth directed agalnst the enemy's supply ports. On the night
of 21-22 June nine bombers cooporating with three Wellingtons,
which lighted up the targets with flares and incendiaries, attacled
the wharves and shipping st Bengasi causing large fires.8 On
25 June, 10 Halpro alrplanes reached the target at Bengasi and

. bombed docks end warehouses with "fair results.“g On 20 June
Tobrult fellm-by the 256th the harbor wms being attacked by
American B-24D's, Tobruk was henceforth subjected to an ever-
increasing bowbardment. From the time of ite £all into Axis

hands uantil 1% was reocoupied by the Eighth Army in November

- American heavy bombers carried cut nearly 200 effective sorties

i 10
against this target.
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Ag this record suggests, the combat history of the Nintk Air
Force in itg initiel stazes was largely a heavy bomber show. No
other theater at that time provided opportunitiss for so thorough
o test of the effectivensss of long-range hesvy bombardment.
During the summer of 1942 both armies along the Alamein line
vere preparing for an offeasive whlch would open as soon as one
glde or the other had the requisite amount of supplles and rein-
forocmentes, Thers was relatively little ground action, and air
action in direct support of the land battle temporarily took a back
gseat. The real battle wae the baitle of supply and here, nsturally,
long-range strategic bomblng assumed z major role.

Iz the YWestern Desert thore were wiail may be called, for
convenience, primary and secondary lines of supply. The primary
lines of supply were the waier roubes running from the sources of
supply to Africen ports. The secondary supply llnes were those
extending from the ports of entry to the fromi. In the primary
1ines the Axis haod the advantage--they had a short haul across
the Medlterrancan from Italy, Sicily, Greece, and Crete vhile
the British and Americzps had to ship the bulk of thelr supplies
over the length of the Atlantic end Indisn oceans through waters
infested with submarines and surface raiders, One exception to
this, however, was the short haul by vhich fuel oll gould be
shipped from the refineries in the Persian Gulf aren to the

Begyptian front. In general, too, the Britich had the advantage
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. in tho matter of secondary swpply lines. ZFrom Alexandria to the

front at Bl Alameln 1% was only 70 mlles whereas the distance

JRFN

~ from Tobruk, the most advanced port of any size available to the

ni

Germans, to Bl Alamein was approximstely 350 miles. Bengasi,

LY

which is about 250 miles west of Tobruk, was of course used as
well as the small port of Matruh vhich is over 200 mlles easth
of Tobruk. But in order to avoid hauling supplies overland by
motor transport from Bergasl the Goermans concentrated their
shippiog more and more at Tobruk and utllized coastal vessels
called "FY hoats on an increasing scale to rechip susplies from

1

Tobruk o Matruh.'' Obviously it was the capacity of the ports

- of latruh, Tobruk, and Bengesi which comstituted the bottleneck

-

@,

in the German supply problem and 1% was against this bottlensck

-r

thet American heavy honbardment was regulred.

Col. Bonmer Fellers, ¥. 5. mllitary cbserver in the lilddle
Boot, had follouved British fortunes in the Wesvern Desert for
. over a year and had kept the War Department informed of develop~
ments, Often hig digpatches took a highly critical tone toward
British leadership but Colonel Fellera' observations were zluays
inelgive and candid. He never lost sight of the lmporiance of
the Hiddle East in the over-all strategle picture, With the
v retreat of the Britigh after the loss of thelr armor on 13 June

1942, Colonel Fellers emphasized agein and again the importance

- of holding the Middle Bmst and the necessity for long-rangs
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bombers. On 17 June he cablad the Var Department warning that

the Hlddle EBast was less secure than at any time since Garmeny
attacked the U.S.,S5.R. Zven thouzh sccepted strategies allocated
defense of the Middle Basgt to the Britich, he urgently recommended
that the WD weigh carefully the extreme importence and total in-
gocurity of this thoater, taking necessary steps (o hold a theater
the loss of which would be a major blow ¢ our ca.use.lz Heo mdded

thet the heavy bomber cffersd the only means of providing effective

and immedlate assistance.ls

With the f£all of Tobruk, Colonel Fellers was quick to size
up the sitvatlon and cabled his impreesiong and recommendations

30 the War Depariment. His lucld diagnosis of the situation is

wvorthy of quotatl om]‘4

With numerically superior forces, tanks, airernfd,
artlllery, and transporis, reserves of all classes
the British Army has twice failced to defeat the Axis
in Litya. Under their present leadership and with
thelr present casucl measures British cannot be given
anough lease~lend equipment to win a victory. The
VIIlth Army foiled to mainbaln the morale of 1ts
troops. Its tactical conceptlons were consistently
faulty: it neglected completely the use of combined
arns; ites reaction to lighinlng battlefield changes
vas sluggleh; it vas uvithoui foresight in planning
ovecuation of supplies. The only remalning cartain
and offective method of destroying Rommel is to unify
Air and Army commands, to reorgenize the VIIIth Army
under new leadership and new methods, to delay and to
contaln the Axis forces, at the game time interrupth
shipping so as to deny vltal supplies to the Axis.

Colonel Follers went on to polnt out that it wos of primzry lumor-

papce to sink cargoes coming into Bengasi ond Tobruk, He ealled
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attentlon to the recent attack by American eircraft on the Itnlian
fleet as preoof that heavy bombers could effectlvely interrupt
shipping in the castern Mediterrencen., The lozses of the British
fleat in the Baittle of Eythera Straits, 22 May 1941, showed that
a fleet vithout smple alr coverage could not operate within range
of a lond-based eneny alr force, Based on eveals vhich had already
talten place, it was clear that the easicrn Mediterranean was pre-
eninently an alr theater and its shipping covld be conirolled by
bonbers based in the lliddle East.15

There werce, in addition, more then military advanitages bo be
derlved as a result of the use of heavy bombers. In the Middle Bast
and the Balkans there were already favorable paychologlesl reactions
resulting from the presence of American bombers and the single
rald on the heart of Axls oll supply at Ploestl. Only the
presence of Amorlcan heavy bombers in greater nmumber could eb-
sorb the shock resulting from the recent reverses of the Bighth
Army.ls

Britlsh strategy concelved of the Middle Zast and lndia as
inteordopendent theators and held to the notion that, if India fell,
the Middle EBast would fall also. Colonel Fellsrs regarded the
latter as erronecus but maintained thet 1ts converse was trues
if the Middle Bast fell, India would e logst also, Lwoss of the
IHiddle East would sandwich India between two powerful, hostile

forces and the }naintenance of Allied air forces in that theater
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. would be next to impossible, Colonel Fellers therefors recommended

that American alr foreces in Indla te transforred immediately to

L} ""

the liddle East and that an alr support command consisting largely

of B~24 type alrcraft be sent to the Middle Hast without d.ela.y.w

[ 4 '\i.“

It is evident that Golon%l Fellers! recommendations did not
fell on deaf ears for on 23 June 1842 g message wag sent %o
Maj, Gen, Lewlis Hyde Brercion, Commandlng General of the Tenth
Aly Force in India, to proceed immedlately to the Middls Fast with
the mission of assisgting Gemeral Sir Claude Auchinleck. Gensral
Brereton was to tole such heavy bombers as were aveilsble o him

and ves to meke use of the headgquarters of General Maxwell,

. Commanding General, U. 8. Army Forces in the 4ddle Fast, for
-v licison end coordination with the British. The transfer of per-
g sonnel and equipment from India to the 1Middle Fast wes, however,

to be regarded as a temporary expedient only, and Genersl 8¢ilwell,
Commanding General of the U, S, Army Forces in the China-Burma-
. India theater, was assured that, as soon as the mission hed been
aeccomplished, Brereton's foree would be roturaed to his command.
General Brereton was chosen for this "temporary detail® in Beypt
because of his "wide combat experience. ut8 General Brereton had
served in combat theaters from the very outbreak of the war in
the Pacific. At the time of the Japanese atbtack on Pearl Harbor
he was Commander of the Far Bast Air Force in the Fhilipplnes,
- ond served theresfter in Java. In February 1942 he had flowm Ho

ig
. India 10 mssume command of the Tenth Air Force,
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Agcording to one gsceount General Brereton interrumied o
stalf meeting at New Delhl to read the cagble ordering him %o
Gairo.ao Certainly he lost no time, for two days later he
cabled the Var Department that he was about to depart. The
initiel maximum force would be 10 heavy bowbers of the 9th Bonm-
bardment Squadron, 7 to depart immediately, and 3 others when
thay came into commt asdon, 2 Brig. Gon, Hlmer B, Adler deseribed
the force that was flown to Bgypt as "near cripples! vhich were
perhaps the least decrepit of "that mess of airplounes we had
over in India. n22 Approximately 80 officers and 165 onlisted men
constltuted the initlal Brercton detachment. General Strolun,
General Adler, and Col, C. V., Whitney accompanied General Brereton
as his staff.'?'s This detachment arrived in Cairo on 23 June and
the United States Army Middle Bast Alr Foree wze officially or-
ganized on that date.a‘?‘ By sbsorbing the air section of the Norih
African lMigsion into the new organization, the Brereton detachment -
vas able to profit by the experience of people who kmnew the area
and mony of ite problems.<° Sinmce the bomber base at Fayid, Beypt
was consldered dangerously close to the range of CGerman bombers,
the American heavlies were moved o Lydda in Palesiine on 30 June
1942, 26

Soon after arriving in the Middle Bast, Genoral Broreton or-

ganizoed his 2ir foroes into two major groups conslsting of combat
37

On 20 July 1942 the Halverson
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detachment end the 9th Bombardment Squadron were consolidated to
form the First Provisional Group.gs Colonel Hslverson vas
appointed commnanding officer and thus the Hinth Alr Force begon
its career with one group of heavy bombers.

Inmediately upon its arrival in the Middle East the 9th
Bombardment Squadron had jolned the Halverson detachment in its
ralds against the Hazl supply poris of Bengasi and Tobruk, Oun
19 July 1942 General Brerston reported that these two unite had
carried out 21 misslons averazing seven airplanes por mission.gg
Losses resulting from 36 days of operations had included & airplenes
by enemy actlon, 5 interned in Turkey, and 1 aircraft force~landed
and not recoverable. One major overhaul was neceseary as o result
of enemy alreraft gunfire. The strengbth of the 3wo units zs of
18 July was 19 3-24D's and 9 B~17's of which 7 and 5 respectively
wvers in commlsslon and operabtlonally fit.go This force was aug-
mented on 25 July by the arrival of the air echelon of the 344th
Bombardment Squadron of the 98%th Group st Ramat David, Palestine.31
On ths night of 30-3l July, seven Bap4D's of this group carried
out thelr firgt combat mission by attecking harbor facillties and
a motor ropair depot at Mersa Matruh, The raid was carried out in
cooperation with Wellingtons of the RAY and Albacores which pre-
caded the bombers in order to illumlmate the target with Llares

and incendiaries.33
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. British reconnalseance based in Molia and Ezypt sendt out

Spitfires to photograph harbors and convoys en route, Information

ll‘l.l

concerning new arrivols, departures, loading, dlspositions,

LA

changes of course, and oxpected destination was gathered and sent
out to the combat units concerncd. The American bombers attacked
Axls convoys as they assembled in Grescce and Creto, as they made
thelr crossing, and as they entered the harbors of Tobruk and
Bengaoi. Yor ezample, on 22 July 1942 American hoavy bonbors

. attacked the dock installations at Buda Bey in Orebe and obbained,
according to the operatloans repori, direct hite on two medium
merchant vessels, settiag them on fire.33 On 30 July B-24D alr-~

: craft of the Flrgt Provislonal Growp attacked a convoy in Mavarino
Bay in southern Greece and scored ome hit., On the same date B-17's
pade an attack on Tobruk, 1llustrating the flexibility of alrpover
and ghowlng how even e small force may strike at wldely dispersed
pointe sizmz.l'I;ane:mwly.34 The First Provicional CGroup struck at

. the Axis next in the middle of the Medlterranean. On 1 August a
10,000~ton transport was sunk and its destruction confirmed by HAF
reconnaissance.%® Such raids on enemy shipping were conbinued and
from 29 July to 30 Aungsust more than 115 effective sorties were

carried oul by Amerlcan heavy “nombers.36

This unrelenting abtack had ivs effcet in preventing tho Axis

from building up much~needed suoplien, As early es 10 Lugust

- Genersl Brereton reported that Bengasi, Tobruk, and Matruh were
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operating ot 60 per cont of their potential capacity, that the
faily intake ot these ports was 2,E70 tons against 4,400 poten~
tial.57 The Axls, however, had been able to replace lighters and
harbor craft cn a par with the rate of desitruction and the daily
intalkre at Tobruk was sufficient to malntaln oporationslly 211 land
end alr forces sast of Tobruk. The Germans were reported, also,
to have sufficient motor transport to deliver required land and
2ir operational supplies to forword areas provided they could
continue to rely on Tobruk, The enemy was using 60 to 70 self-
propelled landing barges, WF" boats, from Bengasi eastward, 58
Desligned as tenk-lending craft, these boats were sloo capable of
carrying general cargo, motor vehleles, or troops.ag Indiecations
were that further substantizl destruction of eaemy supply faclli-
tles was possible only 1f additional heavy bonbers were made
avellable,

Fenersl Brereion had boen ordered to the lliddle Fast in a
time of extreme emergency and was t0ld merely to assigi Auchinleck
with vhaitever forces he could assemble from his command in India.
He hed no time fto formulateo plans or policles bubt was forced to
begin in the midst of thing;s. It was not loang, however, before
he was able to slze up the alr situation and infornm the War Depart-
ment of his plans for the employment of the U. S, Army l-ﬁ.ddl; Bast

p

Air Forece. Hip strategzic estinate indicated that there were three

major objectives: (1) %o asslgt Auchinleck in his mission to
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destroy Rommel's forces with direct and indirect alr support;
(2) to sccure the sea and air communications on and over tho
Mediterranean Sea; (3) to maintaln en ailr offensive against the
Azis by direct actlon ageinst Italy and other vital strateglc ob-
Jjectives such me Romanian oil production and if necessary oil
production in the Caucasus area.éo

In comection with his plan for asslsting the Elgath Army,
General Brereton cited some interesting statistics with regard
to direct and indireet support accorded the ZTighth Aramy from
28 June to 22 July, It will be recalled that, after the disag-
trous tankbattle at the'Cauwldron“and the loss of Tobruk on 21
June, the RAF made a supreme offort to protect the retreating
ground forces. The badly disorganized and poorly dispersed
Britioh columns would heve presented exeellent teargets and yet
the Luftwaffe seems scarcely to have appeared. The RAF, on the
other hend, pounded Rommel'g pursuit units and, according to one
source, all serviceable alrcraft averaged seven missions per day.
It seems to be the general opinion among military observers that
it was the action of EAF alcone that prevented the destruction of
the Bighth Army., YVhen Generel Brereton arrived in the Middle
Enst the retreating British units were taking vy their positions
along the Alamein 1line bui Iommel was allowlng thenm no rest.

During the period 28 June %o 22 July the RAF heavy bowber

effort outside the battle ares conclsted of 187 individual
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sorties 1n vhick 920,000 pounds of bombs were dropped. The efford
contributed by thoe U. 8, sir forces in the 4iddle East consisted
of 207 individusl sorties vith 862,000 pounds of bombs dropped for
the most part on targets owbt of range of the RBAF, During this
sanc porlod RAT medium and light bombardment made £69 sorfles and
dropped 2,800,000 pounds of bombs agalnst such targets as notor
transport, airdromes, ports, and shipping, Sortles flown by medium
and 1light bombers in direct support of the Elghth Army during this
period numbered 1,249y the bomb tobal was 3,800,000 pounds., Fighter-
bombers dropped 1,160,000 pounds of bombs in 1,418 sorties, Fighters
carried out 6,180 sorties consisting of mgshine-gun attecks agoinst
ground installations, motor transport, tanlks, and troop concen-
trations, and cscort to light and medium ‘bombers%z
The number of sortles flown and the total of houbs dropped,
however, have little significance aside from the results achlaved.
General Brereton folt that the follwing. egbimate of results
achleved was conservatlve. From 800 %o 1,000 wvehicles per weck
wers believed to have been destroyed or seriously damaged. Ones
hundred and fifty-ecix enemy alrcraft were dogtroyed and &F probably
destroyed, with an additional 185 damaged to the exteat of requir-
ing major overhaul, Extengive damage had been inflieted upen the
harbor facilltles of the three major Axis poris in North Africs,

Bengasi, Tobruk, and Matrub and $0 ports in Crete, southern

43
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If the Eighth Army was to achieve itp misslon of destroying
Rommel, General Brereton maintained it was esseatial thet addi-
tional light, medium, and hesvy bombardment and fighier units de
sent to the Middle East immediztely. Air units could be committed
to actlon almost immedlately after arrival and the time element
was of vlital importance, BFAF persounel could support tke inltial
combat elements unitil the ground echelons arrived. In order to
achieve the three strategic objectlves which he outlined, General
Brereton recommended that the U. 8. air forces in the Middle East
be increased to include 8 heavy bombardment groups, 4 llght
(dive) bombardment groups, 2 medium bombardment groups, 6 fighter
groups, and 2 photo 'squadrone. Such a force, zssisted by tho RAF,
he believed to be the "spproach to the eventusl defeat of Germany,"
Furthermore, "the strategle location in this area of 2 strong sir
force glves strong support to air and sea communicatious to Indla
and Chine and Allied operations in those ﬁheaters.“44

General Breretom's alr force never reached the size of his
recommendations but it was belng gredually strengthened. On the
plight of 16 August 1942 the 12th Hedlum Pombardment Group carried
out ite first misslon ageinst harbor installatlions at lHerza
Maxruh.és Elements of this group had departed the United States
in July end by the middle of August the entire group had assembled
in the Middle East., The 8lst and 82d Squadrons were based at
Deversoir along the Suez Conal and the 834 and 434th Squadrons

at Ismailia, about 10 miles northward, The f£iret month after
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arrival in the theater was given over %o 'l::t'.z.\,:l.ning.4‘6 Each crew
flew at least five training misslons in order to get acquainted
wlth varicus alds to nevigeilon available in the Middle East.@?
The first misslons were flown at night againet enemy alrdromes at
E1 Daba, Fuks, and harbor ingtellations at Merss Matruh, It was
soon discovered, however, that because of the lack of flame damp-
enera the B-.25's were unsuited for night missions.éa The bright
spurt from the exhsusi pipes ceused the RAF o dub the Mitchells
the "Fireflies.“49 In the beginning one of the most difficult
Jjobs for the combat erews of the medium bombers o learn was the
locatlion of the target. The first 15 migsions were carrled out with
the assigtance of observers from the South African Air Forecs which
had been in the desert over & year and a half.so The South Africans
gequainted the Americans with flyingz conditions In the desert and
agslgted the navigators and bowbardiers in mastering the technique
of finding $ho target in the desert.sl
The air echelon of the B7th Fighter Group, travelllng by air
transport, began to arrive at Mugeibila, Pelestine, on 12 July

1942, £2

In order to get American Tighters into the Mddle Bast
ag qulckly as possible a new method of transporting planes and
pilots was resorted to. The P-40'y and pilots of the B7th Fighter
Group were talten aboard the aireraft carrier Bonger and transported

gcross the Atlantic, lhen the carrler vas about 100 miles off the

const of Africa in the vicinity of Lagos the airplanes took off
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and folloved a newly establlshed air route across Africs, landing
at Mugeibila, Palestine, on 31 July 1942.53 The ground echelon
of the 57th Fighter Group, as woell as the ground echelons of the
88th Heavy and the 12th Medium Bombardment Groups, departed
Menhattan on 16 July aboard the British-operaied troop carrier
I-‘ggggur.sq’
Joined the alr echelons at lMugeibila on 19 August while the ground

The grownd echelong of the 64th and 65th Scuadrons

echelon of the 66th joined its air echelon 2t Beit Daras the same
day.56

As soon as they began to arrive in the Middle Bast, American
fighter pllots vere integrated with existing Britich units for a
period of training and operational instructlon in tectics peculiar
to the theater in vhich they were to opera.'be.ss This enabled the
Anericans to profit by the experience of the Britisgh and South
African air forces without delaying combat action. Idke the
bomber crews the fighter pllots were at first dependent on the
IBri'l':ish for Intelligence, briefing, airfield facilities, and
sorvicing., The difference was that they did not act as indepen-
dent units but were infllitrated into experienced British unita.s'?
Brig. Gen. Auby C. Strickland, Commending General of the IX Fighter
Command, later said that he considered the success enjoyed by the
American fighter units in the Middle Fast to Yo due largely to the
excellent training ocnd experience recelved through the assistance

of the British fishter command.® The firgt combab mission on
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which pllots of the group participated was flowm on 9 August.

3 The pilots of the 574h Fighter Group and the 12th Bombardment
Group were among the first Americang to comse to blows with the

L)

. Luftwoffe and were the first Americans to engapge in action in

cooperation uvith ground troops fighting the Germans. 59
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2 AIR GROUND COOPERATION IN THE VESTERY DESEET

When the flrst Amerlcan cir forces arrived in the Middle

Bast they were lntegrated vith British wnilte femiliar with desert
conditions and experienced in desert warfare. Two years of fighi-
ing back and forth across the desert had by no means been in
vain for, although suffering repeated gset-backs, the Britich

. had lesrned by their mistakes and were bullding an army.alr or-
ganization which was to administer the first nmojor defeat to the
German army, The Western Desert provided a proving ground for
both tzetiezl and organizationsl developments of for-resching

influence on the growth of Allied doctrines of alr-zround

"N

. cooperation,
Tho Egyptian-Libyan desert, extending from Calro for 1,200
o nilegs westward to the hillle of Tunisln and southward for a thousand

miles to the Sudan, is & vest irlangle, rousghly the size and ghape
of Indla, In = sense 1% is a huge military reservatlon where war
¢an be carried on vwith relatively little damage to eivilian life
and property. There are no barriers cuch as nmowntains, rivers,
lakeas there are few land marks and little cover, Ien travel in

o the desert by compass) srmles can maneuver ab will much as battle-

ships steam inko position for action., The principal limitations

2l
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. on movement are those imposed by vast dlstances, and swpply forms
_i the basic consideration of zll milltary movements. Tho desers

has been spily described os the "tacticlan's paradise and the
. quartormaster's hell, M
Milltary considerations have governed the developmeat of
communications. At the beginning of the ver Matruh was the termlnus
of a single line of brosd-gaugo railrozd running west from Alexandris.
From Hatruh to S5idi Barrani there was a termac road. TFrom there to
. the Libyon frontier there was, until the Italian advance in late
1940, nothing but o rough track. In Libya the Italians coastructed
an excellent tarmac road along the coast as far as the Libyan
fronbier and cubsidisry roads between Bengapi and Derna. After
the Itallansg advanced into Egypt they begen the constructlion of
the "Via Dollp Vittoria' from the Libyan frontier to £idi Barrani.
Inland communications consisted merely of tracks worn by long usage.
The degeri climete ig characterized by hot days, cool nights,
. and erratic changes of tewpernture, Violent winds which hurl up
huge clouds of dust end sand are commented wpon with particular
asperlty by most observers. Dust is s serious menace to alreraft
engines but in gencral the desert offers ideal flylng weather
practieally the year round. Although air operations in the Middle
- Bast are dependent upon sea~borne suppliss, fuel is obtainable

locally and airfields can be constructed with relative emse.
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General Brereton was ¢quick Yo percoive the lmporitance of
drawing won British experience in desert warfars. As he ln-
formed the Var Department on 7 July 1942, there exlsied "a vonder-
fvl opportunity for tralnlng and cbservation of operetional
metheds of fighters and light bombardment in dlrect support of
ground army operating against highly trained tank and motorized
unita, ut He urged the dispatch of gualified observers and of
group and squadron comnsaders from light bombardment and fighter
unlts for 30 days of observabtion and active partleipeiion with
parallel Britich organizations.g Air MHarshel Tedder and his Air
Officer Commandlng, Sir Arthur Coningham, were piomeering in the
fisld of alreground cooporation and vere forging sn organlzastion
desigued to bring about the moximum ubilization of air power in
support of the land tattle., This organlzation had seen 1ts highest
development in the Libyan campaign beginning on 27 May 1942, 8o
impresced was General Brereton with the degree of coordination that
had hoen woried out betweer tho RAF and the British Army that he
submitted on 22 August 1942 a report to the Var Department en-
titled, "Direct Alr Support in the Libyan Desert." In order to
understend how the American airmen fitted into the British organize-
tion and also to0 appreciante thelr role in the fighting thet vas
to come, it is well to point out gome of tho more importent
developuents in the doetrine of sir.ground cooperation azs 1t had

been worked owt in the Vestern Desert.
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To obtaln the fullest coordination betiween the RAT and the
British Arny, Coningham had moved the alr operations staff in
beslde the army operations staff.s There was thus achieved a
joint air-ground headguarters embodying the 1dea of co-equal
striking forces, neither superior to the other and botk working
toward a common goal. The two staffs were divided inbto advance
and rear ochelons, Thig arrongemont plsced the rear ochelon oui
of range of fighter aireraft and ensbled it to work undisturbed
except for night bomblngs., The rear echelon malntolned communi-
cabtion with Middle Hasgt headquaritere in Calro and acted as a conter
lipk in the chaein hetween Oairo and advance hondquarters. The
location of the advance groy-air headguarters was generally a
compronise between the reguirements of the two commanders. In
order t0 exercise proper control of fighter and bomber groups, it
was degirable that the air headquarbers should be within 5 0 10
milos of forwvard operating alrflelds and adjacent to a landing
ground for its own use. A position gome 40 to 60 miles behind
the front lines was gensrzlly ascceptable to the army commander.

For purposes of the presgent dlscussion, alr force section in
conjunction with ground forces may be dlvided into two types:
direct alr support and indirect air support.4 Ipdircet air
suprort may be defined as any sir action agalnst the approaches to
a theater of var such as land and sea comumnicatlons, poris,

shipping, base installations, sto. It is, in faet, stretegic

nnwﬁp
-y g e “'

'{'ElW hm),{[mr\ "r' ‘\
B 'j ‘u*, ..,Jiv}-*‘é"-“}j”"w S

\
Lnt mmorn e g kh.,,‘\w‘p“_‘j‘ Shbu‘.\‘& - ih‘lﬂ. gr('ﬁ.; ta

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

.
\
' &

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

< e e AT TS e S
‘LQ{’%{W:—‘I ) M’ M} HJ}" o
v
-

e "ﬂ‘“ﬁ *%umami % ‘

eSO
Y A,’ # W ;, ”‘ ¥

alr action agzpinet any target vhich has an effect, thousgh not
immediste, on the battle betwoen land forees., Direct 2ir support,
o4 the other hand, lmplles ectlon which has an immediate effect
on thes land battle. Tho sprirg snd summer campaign of 1942 kad
witnessed a trend toward heavier emphasic on direct air suppors.
Col. Bonner Fellers, milltary attaché in Calro, summarized the
developmend thus=5
We made an analysls of the RAY misalons., Adout

70 per cent wag behirnd the line--enemy airdromes,

communications, fighter sweeps and thingzs like that.

Gernan Alr Force cperatlon is the opposite. About 65

per cent of the missions flown are over their troops

in direct support to further sdvance units or for fhoir

protection, . , . Fow, the RAT philosophy is swingling

toward that of the GAF bub they nay changs when the

emorgency is over. As I came back from the fronb on

the 18 July, the function of the RAF vaos to glve direct

support to the 8th Avay. 'We had to come to it,' I vas

told.

The keoy agency through vhich direcet alr support was accorded
the Bighth Ammy vas a combinod army cnd BAF unit kmown as the
Air Support Control. Iweated st advance headquariders, this Alr
Support Canbtrol recolved informeition on both the ground and the
alr situation from =ll sources. A soporabe alr force tactical
radio net with tentacles to forward ground units was maintained,
Roquests for air support could bde initiated by units no lower
than g brigade. A4 roquest form was furnighed the origingting

tentecle in order to cave time and to avold errors sund omisslons.

Phe information required included: (1) mumber of alroraft desired;
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(2) description of the target; (3) bomb Line (expected line of
forvard troops in the next ftwo hours); (4) locatlon of any local
lendmarizs or speelal devlces used to kelp the pllot locate the
targes such as colored smolze, VI ground-strips, Aldic lanmp, eoto.;
(5) time of the origln of target request.s The request wag
examined in the light of the army and air commanders' policies
and the curreant alr sitvation ond, if granted, the proper orders
were issued to the RAT formatlons to execute the mlosion. The
originating unit vas informed of the ogbimated time of arrivel
of the aireraft over the target. It bhasg beon estimated that the
average inbterval from thae origination of the reguest to the time
of arrival over the target was gemerally 1-1/4 to 1-1/2 hours.
Thore were a few cases of 20 to 20 minubtes but these were exzcep-
tional and etiributable to the faci that air operations had gl-
rezdy initisted action as the result of air information.7

One of the noat important functions of the tentacles located
with forvard %troope vas the trensmiselon of informmilon comceraning
the bomd limo, This line wasz defined as "the predicted line of
forvard iroops &uring the next two hours, bdack of which no bombing
or eny form of alr attack ghould be carrled out.“a In the early
stages of the campalgn there was a tendency to place the domd
line too far forward 1n order to insure against any risk of
casualties to friendly troops. This resulted on more than one

occaglon ln the Germans taking refuge between the bhomd line and
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. forvard British troops, During static perlods the accurate

. plotting of the bomb llne presented no particular dlificultles

but during an active period i1t was subject to continual change

ond hourly reporis were scheduled as to the movement of ground
troops. The Iinformation was then tronemitted lumedlately to the

alr unlts, 20

Requests from lower echelons were monitored by corps and
srny headquarters and if elther disspyproved, the Alr Support
. Control was notified over corps communication ilne or directly
by the army operations staff, Alr Support Controel in turn noti-
fled the ground unit meking the request over the Air Support

- Contrel net., If no objections wers interposed by nlgher echelons,

Alr Support Control transmlited the request to alr force opere-

' tiong, Although the army could mot order the alr forece to perform
a mission, its Yroquests' were generally complied with., Reasons
for not complying included a prior commliment of all avallable

. forcen, the necesslty for reservicing, ihabllity to provids
fighter escort at the time desired, and unfavorndle weether con-

ditions.ll

Ag a matter of fact, in the majority of cases, targets
for direct support of ground troops vwere discovered by alr reconw
nalgpance from civence alrflelds rather than by the ground troops
thensae lvas.lz

Direct sir support was accordod the Iighth Aruy in the Hey

*” 1942 campaign by fightoers, fighter~bombers, and light bomders.
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The 1ight-bomber squadrons were equipped with Bostons (A-207e)

and Baltimores (A-Z0%'s). Unescorbted migsions at 20,000 foel or
above were flown but the most freguent type of mlession by the llgut
bombers vas flown at aliitudes of froam 9,000 to 10,000 feet with
an escort of fighters, usvslly on the baslis of one fighter for
each ‘nomher.l3 If the enemy alr force was strong an additional
high gltitude cover was provided, Thisg type of mission was very
succogeful and losses due to ensmy alr action were reduced to a
mnininum,

Tarcets attacked by Light bombers lacluded: (1) dispersed
motor transport and armored wnite; (2) landing grounds and dlspersed
aireraft: (3) motor transport on the move along roads and over
the desert: (4) camps and anbtlalreraft posi‘hions.l4 Targets ware
assigned the ving by advence alr headquariters. Allernabe targets
were generally given so that in case the primary target was not
found the miceion would not be & total loss.t? The 1ight bombers
generally carried four 250-pound bowbs, although the loads were
sometines varied $o include two 500-pound bombs and two B50-
pound bombs., Box formations of six planes were generally flowm.
Upon approaching thelr targets the formations spread out zo as to
be spproximately 100 yards apart in order to get the moximum
resulbs from thelr 25C-pound bombe.t®
Fighter aircraft used during the Iibyen campalgn included

Burricanss, Tomehavks, Kittyhavis, and Spltfires. Of these, the
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Spitfire was consldered the best answsr to the ME.109 vhich ab
that time vas regarded superior to any Allied fighter. The
Kittyhawk (P-40E) was held in high esteenm and could compete on
favorable terms wlth the ME-102 at 2ltitudes below 12,000 feet,
but outclagsed ot higher altl budes.w
Fighters were cmployed in offensive swecps and defensive
patrols, ia support for bombing attacks and fighter-~bomber missions.
Probably the most effective fighter employment durlaz the battle
wna the protection of dlrect asupport missians.ls The Hay 1942
canpalgn brougat out the fact that the fighters should be able
to carry out the dual role of either fighter or bom‘ber.lg In
Greece and Crete tho Cormans hed experimented with atteching
bombs to their 1109, Fo extensive uge, however, was made of
fighter~bonbers until the May 1942 campaign, The fighter-bomber
was employed partlcularly against targets vhich were mot ordinarily
considered remuneraiive. Debtached motor transport, lsolated tank
units, or other objectives not adequately coversd by antlalrerait
defenses were suitable targets. The maln sdvantage of the fighter-
borber wvas, of course, ite verratility. After dropping its Domb
load 1t could resume itg fighter role and oither strafe ground
troops or intercept any enemy sircraft that might be about.go
One of the most difficuli problems in the direct alr support

of ground troops is that of recognition., There were instances

during the campalgn of the RAF bomblng Britlsh troops and of
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0 Britligh troops firing on thelr own aircz‘af'b.zl There was no radio

14

» conmunicatlon between the aircraft end the ground troops coneerned,

1

znd the sbsence of recognizable landmarke in the desert made it
22

x
l'A

extremsly difficult for the alrerew o pimpolut positvions,
Varlous methods of indiceting targets were oxperimented with but
one of the most common methods wns the use of panels in tho shape
of the letter "V wlth the vertex pointing toward the target.
At the opon end of the "V! horlzontel panels were placed, each
. line representing 1,000 yards to the target. At night petrol
ting filled with send and saturated with oll or gasoline were
used. A large "V' gome 1C0 yards in lengih vas used at nlght
: while in the day B0 o 40 yards wes considered the minimum length
necescary for successful identifical;ion.ag Colored smoke signalg
vere also used to aesist airmen in locating cremy posi'bions.‘%
Tenks and other targets within the ranze of artillery were some-~
tines indicaled by means of smoke sbells. Targete within range of
. artillery vere, hovever, bombed from the air only when by the
ngture of the target it var considered fhat the 2350-pound bomb
would bte more effective than chell fire,Z0
Var in the desert ic essentiszlly a war of movement and the
air forces supporiing ground troops were required to shift their
- bases of gperation with the ubmost facility. In order to =acquire

a high degree of mobllliiy the ground echelon of each squsdron was
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divided into "AY znd "BY parties vhich dwwlicated cach other with
regpoct to equipment and personnel, Bither party was cepable
of maintaining the full squadron from a separate landing field for
a period of thres days., Thls arransement made poscible the
dsvelopmend of the leapirogging technique vhereby the squadroa
was able to move from one alrfield to ancther without interruption
of operations.26

&g the nevly arriving Americon units took thelr plece alongside
the Bplitleh in August there were meany indications that the battle
for the Vestern Degsert would soon be resumed ia £ull sesle, L4llied
heavy bombardment continued its attacks on enemy ports and sea
communications; medium bombers struck repeatedly at Matruh and
Tobruk, and at rall and road traffic; vhile both Tombers and
fignters took thelr t0ll in atincks sgainst enemy alrdromes. It
vas estimated that Axie losses in southbound shipping to Horth
Africen ports had risen Yo approxzlmately &0 per cent by the end
of August, Concentration of air attacks on tankers had the effect
of creating a shortose of fuel and lubricoting 011.27 The eneny's
alr power had been imcreasingly forced onto the defensive by per-
sigtent raids om hils alrdromes, NWlghit bonbing of alrfields
ineluvding the dropping of delaysd action tombs and spikes followed
by esrly morning attacks proved an effective method of reducling

enemy a2ir power.ga In one abttack, durlng Auvgust, 437 boubs of
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o 280 pounds each were droppcd on the Dabs landing grounds by 26
Wellingtong, 11 Bostons, 6 Albacores and 9 USAAF Mitchells, The

imnediate offect of this raid was the retreat of the Stulzas 60

L
A

miles %o the rear.29 In esnother rald Wellingions and AAF Libderators

dropped on verious landing grounds, in addition to the usual

load of 280.. and 500-pound bomba, two 4£,000-pound bombs and over

20,000 spil:es.zg

Rommel must have sensed that he was losing the batile of

. supply and that esch day promised to tlp the scales slightly

more in favor of the Allies. loreover, he was a believer in the

tactlonl offemsive and Alexendria, the coveted prize, was so ncar,
- On the evening of 20 August tectical reconmalssarce aircraft ro-
poried three frech concentraiions of enemy wvehicles on the southern
gsector. By midnlght it vas apparent from ground ané z2ir reports

21

thet Rommel had wnderitazen a full-scale offensive. The main

attack was delivered by the 1Eth Armored Divigion employing 140

. tarlks and the 2igt Armored Division wlth approximately 70 tanks,

32

Thego divisions were supported dy the 20th Light, Twenty

Welllngtons and 11 Albacores of the RAF bombed these enemy con-
centrations during the night of 20-31 August. Seversl direct

hits and near nlgses were scored among transport vehicles, des-

- troying several and damaging otlmrzs..33

The Paonger dlvisions conbtlnuved eastward the next moranlng

“ until noon, vhen the northern column haltei |a. few niles southvest
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of Delr Xl Bagil end the sguthern stopped & short clstance
southwest of Deir Bl Rigsev, apparently weiting for the 20th
Light %o Join 't;hem.EAe At this point a heavy dust storm arose
vhich prevented Allied sircraft from taking off, and for over
four hours the two Panzer divisions could not be touched from
the a:lr.35 Inter in the afternoon, hovever, the fwo British
armored columns began to move in a northeasterly dlrection. The
eneny moved into a position vhere they had Deen expecied and the
Britich antltarls guns, 28-poundors, and hull-down tonke poured
such a withering barrsage into the enemy armor thet they were
forced 3o withdravw farther south for the nigh'b.% Duaring the
nlght VWellingbons and Albzcores of the RAT continued to bomb Axilg
concentrations of tenls and vehicles.

On the second day of the bottle (1 September) Axis armor
regumed its attacks in the apparent hope of enticlung the British
armor into tho open. The British declined the honor, hovever, and
reslcted so stoutly that the eneny was agsin forced to witb.dra,w.g?
Light-bomber attacks in the enmemy's rear supplemented the good
vork of the artillery. American heavy, medium, and fighter alr-
eraft were all active in the support of the ITighth Army on 1
September, Heavy hombers intercopted an enemy convoy in the
ledlterrancan and scored a direet hit on a merchzniman; medium

bombers, flylng with FAF squadrons, attacked and destroyed

soveral moLor bruasgorts: whlle American flghters engaged in
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fighter sueeps and escorts over the battle area. Froam this activity
- onc medivm homber and one fighter wore miasing.sa
Apperently disconcerted at their failure to lure the British
- armor into traps prepared for it, the Axis forcec seemed reluctent
0 resume tho offensive on 2 Septenber, The EBritish therefore
selzed the inltiative and began to pub lnto effeet plens vhich
had been formulated fo elose nmine-field geps which the Germansg
hod opened..39 The whole area gouth of the British forces was a
. mags of tanke and vehicles and thls concentration was kept under
constent atteck from artillery fire and fighter-bombers, Allled
bombers made in all some 176 effectlve sorties as Follows: 110
- by Bostons, 57 by Baltlmores, ond 9 by Mitchells of USAAF, Theose
) ' abtacks were escorted by Kittyhawka, Tomshawks, and P-.éo‘s.%
U. 8. heavy hombers, meanvhile, continued their pounding of
Tobruk.él
The peak of the alr effort was reached on 3 September, Tarly
. in tho day cir reconnalssance disclosed that the enemy had broken
off contact and vas moving back through gaps in the mine fields,
© The ground trocps intensified thelr effort agalnst the retreating
Axis columns thile the air effort was stcpped up to 200 sorties on
the gouthern scetor alone! 82 by Baltimores, 90 by Bostona, and
- 18 by Mitchells, These abtscks were carried oubt assinst retreat-

ing ixls columns wherever sultable concentratlons were found.

A Britich land forces abbtested to the accuracy of the bombing by
I:— W---xf‘:::-—\_. '_Wux:lm"t_‘k.. .
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o reporting that every approach of Allied bombers wes accompanied
by an attempt at rapid dlspersal of the enemy's vehlcles. The
bombers were escorited by Elttyhawks, Tomahowics, and P-40's which
nede 156, 21, and €0 sorties respectively.t?
The efforts of the: Americen sirmen on this day drought forth
notes of appreciation from Alr Vice Marshal Uoninghem. To the
12th Medivm Bombardment Grovp, flying B.25 Mitchells, he said:
Mieny thavks for your great assistence in the current day's bombing.
. We are full of admiration for the grand work of your crew aud I
koow our squadrons are delighted, Vell done and good luck, B
To the 57th Fighter Group he radioed: "We are most grateful and
- full of admiration for the grand effort your pilevs are moking in
this perlod of hard work and hard fighting, Vell dons, 05 ope day
bowbing by the Amorican medium and British light bombers was taken
up at night by Britich Yellingtons and Albzeores which carried
gut 81 sorties agalnst enemy tenks snd vehicles on the nlght of
. Gt Septem‘ber.éa During the night the enemy air forces were alse
active and bombers, probably JU.88's for the most part, carried
out approximately 60 soriies agsinet British forward pozitions.és
Searchlights and Verey lights were employed but the enemy's nlght
bombings were probably hampered by the absence of a suitable flare-
- dropping aireraft such as tho .&1‘bacore.46

On the 4th of September the Germens msdo o last and determined

effort to break throusgh the British defenses. OCounterntiacks in
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. the morning and again in the afternvon were, hovever, beaten off
by artillery Ffire and benbing, 3Britich toetics vere o withhold
their main armor end uso llght banks, artillery and air against
enexy coacentratlons vhich presented excollent ta.rgets.47 Aiy
operations on the 4th, however, were more restricted than on the
previous two days becmuse of dust stoms, Two alr atbacks vere
made to repel the enemy's counterattacks and, in all, 42 Boston,
18 Boltimoxre, and 12 Mitechell sorties were carried out.d"a Enemy

. landing grounds were attaciked by four B-25's and meny hite in the
target areg were reporte&..% Heavy boaubers of the AAF were also
active and aitaclked a eonvoy in the Hedlterranean in cooperaiion

- with the RAF and Royel Pavy. Two merchantmen were reported gunk

and a third lefd blazing.ﬁo So successful were the atiecks

against cnemy shipping that on B Beptember it was reported for

the firet time in several woeks that no carge wvessels were knowm

to be moving south from Italy or Greece. The enemy was now cend-

ing ont only heavily sescorted convoys probably beecsuse the sending
of a single vessel with escorts had not paid.51 ¥alta by this
tine had regumed an offengive role and lizlie-based planes were
daily making fighter sweeps over Siclly and torpedo planes were
making attacks on shipplug alorng the Greek coaat, O°

- By morning of O Scpiember it was appareoni thet the Axis offen-

give had speat itgelf. The enemy was gradually forced back during
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the 5th and 6th behlind a strong screen of antlienk guans, The
enemy's withdrawal wos molested by ground troops on the eagt and
north and, although regtricted by adverse veather conditions, the
Allied air forees mede a number of bombing attacks on retreating
motor transport.sé Dyuring the entire Axie olfensive, 30 August to
5 September, the Allizd air forces, with the exception of the heavy
bombers, were employed in direct support of the Bighth Army. One
of the outstanding features of this support wes the efficient
“shuttle service! maintained hy Bostons and Zaltimores., During
the period of the offensive a total of 652 light-bomber sorties
were carried out, including 43 gortiec by Mltchells of USAAF, OQur
fighiers vere exployed principslly on bomber escort duty and
carried out 150 sorties during the last four deys of the battle.55
The effort of the USAAT vas not inconsiderable bubt it was only a
token of vhat was to follow.

Another feature of the alr activity was the demise of the
Stuics dlve-bomber bogy. DTuring this short perlod of Axlis offen-
sive action the Stukay elmost invariably jeitisoned thelr honbs
upon sighting Spitfires, Hurricanes, or P-40's and they practically
abandoned dive boumbing and disposed of their bombs on the level
ingtead. It wag clearly shown that the Stuwka was & sltting target
for a determined fighter and the JU-87 proved to be, as ones writer

£8
has sald, %o crow masouerading in an eagle's feathers.”
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The siznificence of the September baitle lies in the fact
that British strengbh hed been tested by vhat Rommel intended as
a full-scale offensive end had been found ezpable of repulsing the
Axig., Gen. Sir Bernard Law Montgomery, who had assumed command of
the EBighth Arny in August, was no longer on the defenslve and
could now choose his time fo strike. It ig interesilng to note,
to0, that Rommel rcpeated the tectics which had been so sueccessful
in the campaign of the previous spring, nesmely, an atterpt at a
wide enveloping movement in which the British armor was $o be des-
troyed by antitank gunfire and then the Britich infantry was to ba
dostroyed by armor. This time, hovever, the British made a claar
analysis of enemy intcntions and met him accordingiy.57 The Axig
attack vas invitod on ground which was chosen by the Britich and
they did not asccommodste the Germans by entering tho 88-mm. traps
or attacking precipibously vith their armor. The effect of Allied
bombing wes mow being felt too for 1t was epparent that during the
compaign the Axis forces were short of supplies, especlally fuel
and lubricsting 011.58

After the conclusion of the September battle the British gave
zo indication of an immediste covnteroffensive, Time was favoring
liontgorory axd he intended taking no chancog--his preparations must
be complete. The BAF took adventage of the breathlng space to

make much-needed organizational changes and o traln and re—squip

for the comlng decisive sitruggle. During the period of aetive
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ground operations the B~25's of the 12th Group had operated from
L.G. 99, an sivance landing ground, bubt by 9 September 1942 they
hed returned to Doeverscir and Isma.ilia.sg Here they undervent a
period of intensive iraining in formation flying, medium altitude

bombing, and low target firing.eo

In the rearrangement of the
Middle Bast alr forces preceding the October offensive, a new
ving (Wo, 232) was formed t0 control tuo RAF Baltimore and the
thros USAAF 1iitchell aq_mclrons.el In carly Septsmber the squadrons
of the B7th Fighter Group had been scattersd tut after the Axig
offensive all unlts of the group vere brought together on 16
Septcober at L.G. 174, vhich was located about 23 miles south of

Alexzendria. 62

The operational control of the fighter group was
vested in the dir Officer Commonding, Wectern Desert, and in order
%0 gain experience in the control of alr forces in the field as
well &s to guard American interests an American headquarbers was
attached to Adwvance Air Healgquasriers. The 57th Group vas placed
under the tactical contrel of the RAF 211 Group (equivelent to
the Amcrlcaa wing), On & October 1942 the 66th Squadron of the
57th Group wes transferred to the operational conirel of the PAF
239 Vins vhers it remained watil 19 Hovember 1942,5°
During the lull betwecn the September campaien and the Ootober
offensive British ground troops continued training and offensive

patrol actividy, retaining continuous lecal initistive. The

Long Ranze Desert Group, an organlzation equipped to carry out
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coummando-type operations, made several cleverly plemned and
daring railds in the enemy's rcar.% This growp participated in
& combined operstion against Tobruk aud Bengasl on the night of
13=14 Sepienber, the object of walch rald was to effect a complete
block of the two har‘nors.ﬁs The effort achleved only limited
guccess at considerable cost in men, mobor iransport, and ships.es
The alr phase, however, was carrled cubt according to plan. On
the night of the combined assault selected areas of Tobruk and
Bengasi vere heavily hombed by RAF¥ and USAAF aircraft. Agalnst
Tobrul 35 RAF ond USAAF heavy and 66 modium sorties were carried
out, and 20 offectlve goriles were mode against Benga.si.67

The heavy boubore Iept up their relentlegs pounding of Axis
stpply ports and convoyas. 4 greater part of thelr effort con-
tinued to be dlrscted agalnst Tobruk. It has been estimated thai,
from the time this port fell into Axis hands untll it was reoccu-
pied, spproximately 4,000 tons of bombs were dropped on 1t by the
BAF and USAAF. There is no evidence to show that the pori was ever

actually closed but it 1s certain that the enemy's reinforcement

reffort was seriously kempered., During the first half of September

it has been estimated thot gome 18,000 tons of Axis shipping was

sunk and €,000 tons dmmaged, OFf this zmount, 45 per cent was sunk

by alr mtion.sa
Aerizl reconnalssance revealed that durlng October the per-

petual mauling of Tobruic had hed the effect of causlng Axis
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cshipping to be diverted to s considerable extent to Bengasi, 260
miles west of Tobruk. Attentlon was then saifted primarily to
Bengasi vhere an especially noteworthy rald was carried out on
22 Septomber. Recomnslssance photographe revesled that a merchant
ghip, 8,000-ton ecapacity, and apparently losdcd with ammunition
and fuel, wars blown wp. It was estimated that damage inflicted
on the part would serlously impalr 1ts unloading capzeity for a
congiderable time.sg Other enemy ports which were hombed included
Suda Bay, FNavarino Bay, Candiz, and ﬂatruh.7o

In October 1942 there were two grouwps of heavy bombers 1n the
Middle Bast, The First Provisional Group was well under strength
for while there were four squadrong, one of these, the E12th,
exlieted on papor onmly, and the 5l4th and 515%h, compossd of
elements of the originsl Halverson deiachment, were considerably
below cperational strength. The 513th SBquadron was compoged of
the B.17's vhich had accompenicd Generzl Hrereton from India.
The 98th Group, on the other hend, bad arrived in the Middle East
well ecuipped and well manned, It was based ln Palectine, with
the 3434 and 344th fquadrons csiablished at St. Jean near tho
Syrian horder and tha S45th end 4156%h Squndrons camged at Ramat
rawid.71

In order to facilitate heavy-bombardment operations in the

¥iddle Bagt 1t was considered expelient to bring all heavy Dombers

under Americon operabional counbdrol. INegotiations to this effect
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o were carried on ag early as September and on 12 October 1942 orders
- wore igssued assigning nine officers to the IX Bomber Gommand, 72
This command eventually ineluded two U. 5, bomber groups and the
i 160" RAF Squadror equipped with 13 Liberstors.’? In its early
operations the heavy-bomber groups worked in clossst collabora-
tlon with the RAF which furnished information concerming the
. . enemy. Col. Patrick W. Timberlake, A-3 of the Ninth Air Force,
was in constant contact with RAF Headquarters in Jairo and daily
dispatched operational orders to the bomber groups in Palestin.e.74
. After the September offensive in which the medium bombers
of the 12th Group were employed in direct support of the Eighth
" Army the medium-bomber effort was directed mainly agsinst enemy
- landing grounds, particularly those at Daba, Fuka, and Sidi
Haneish., Ir the period between 6 Seoptember and 22 October the
conbined efforts of the RAF and USAAF comprised 14 heavy, 219
medimm, 595 light, and 333 fighter-bomber sorties against alr-
. fields. Of these, USAAF Mitchells carried out over 80 offective
sorties.75 These operations were not underitaken without losses.
On the night of 13-14 September, for example, four litchells
failed to return from a mission against the airfield at Sidi
Haneish. 70
" The RAF and AAF displayed considerable ingenulty in their
= campaign to gain a high degree of alr superlority in the Vestern

- Desert. For eoxample, air recommaissance photographs taken on
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. 6=8 October revealed that the enemy's forward landing grounds at
- the Daba and Qotaifya areas were waterlogged as a result of recent
raine which, fortunately, had not seriously hampsred Allied gir
operations. The decision was made to interrupt training and

take advantage of this unusual opporbtunity to deal the Luftwaffe
in the Western Desert a crippling blow. Aecordingly, on 9 October
Bostons and Baltimores made 144, Mitchells 16, and fighter-bombers
32 effective sorties against the landing grounds at Daba and Sidi
Haneish.”’! These attacks were made with escort provided by P=40's
and Spitfires. A4s a result of this combined offensive the enemy

was reported to have suffered 8 sircraft destroyed and 18 damaged

- on ‘the ground.78 These daylight operations were supplemented by a
< night raid of Wellingbons and Albacores against the enemy landing
. ground at Fula,

Beginning on 14 October part of the ground eschelon of the 12th
Bombardment Group (II) began moving to L.G. 88, which was located
. about 50 miles from the front lines. By 18 October, 34 liitchells
carrying the flying personnel landed at the forward base. In their
operations in the Western Desert pilots of the medium bombers
developed a high degree of competence in the maintenance of "air
discipline.? The fighter escort insisted upon a tight formation

because such a formation wazs easier %o protect than a long-dramm-

out one. Experience taught also that in a loose formation the

e tail-end airplanes used more gasoline and once they fell behind i%
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vas hard for them to cateh up. The medium~bomber formation, there-
fore, normally consisted of 18 airplanes, 3 flights of 6, each
flight 2 vees in javelin down. It wags found that this formation
was easy to handle and enabled the formation commsnder to wheel
around in takings evasive action. So smooth and unbroken were the
12th's formations that the men of the Eighth Army began to rafer
to them as the ™18 Imperturbebles" or the "1 Red Devils.n!?

Over the target the normal technique was to some in with a
divinz turn, vp to 90 degrees, losing from 1,000 to 2,000 feet in
altitude., Bombing was done between 6,500 and 8,500 feet, After
the bombing approach was made either a diving or a climbing turn
off the target was used., The B-25's generally made g diving turn
becguse if they tried to climb off the target too much speed was
lost. In bombing airfislds, pattern bombing was employed ex-
clusively. The bhombardiers were instructed not to bomb until the
lead bombardiers! doors were open, The D-8 sight was used instead

of the Norden bombsight and later on the lMark-E and -10 were used.
Over the target the Mitehells would spread out to 100 yards between
sirplanes gince the Americans had been told that the radius of
deflection of the English 250-pound bomb was approximately 50 yards.
The effectiveness of the 12th's activities was attested to by a
captured German colonel who is reported to have szid: '"Those
Mitchells-~pever when they lay a pattern on a field do ve geb

away without a hell of a bombing."SC
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The ground crews also developed a very high degree of pro-
ficiency. llen in esch squadron were selected to speeislizs on
certain jobs. In one ingtance, it is reporfted that six sgirplanes
were completely re-serviced and re-bombed in Hwenbty-iwo minutes.81
There is another instance reported of a plane'!s making a bally
landing in the middle of the runway, and, with aircraft landing
to right and to the left of him, the driver of the gas bowser
rushing out to the middle of the field to £ill the tanks before
the operations officer could stop him.82

The British coffensive at El Alamein vwhich began on 23 October
was preceded by a decisive victory in the air. In fact, General
Montgomery refused to mount his offensive until hse had definite
assurances from the airmen that they had achieved superiority over
the enemy air force.83 As early as 21 Sepbember 1942 Ailr Vice
Farshal Coningham had ealled a conference of all group captains
and wing commanders, along with his staff', and had oublined to
them in a general way the plans for the preliminary air offensive
which was to precede the ground action.B4 The conference was in-
formed that a sbepped-up alr sctbion would begin around 20 October
and that the interval from 21 September to 20 October would be
utilized in intensive traiming, in getting all aireraft into combat
condition, in brinzing personnel up to strength and in checking
transportation to insure mobility of all units.85 Sinilar con-

ferences were held sach following llondey and on Lbonday, 19 October,

the ACC announced that the ground attack would begin on the night

»
; [ . N
i A bt i A o, § ' PR n,;ﬁfg .
( S A T e s
kY PR * * | Ny
e e LW Pt e k20T

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

&
TR T,
Br 07 “7;‘,:&\?
¥
.
¥
¥
»
x
*
-~ Y “«_E
. g

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

&7 e -
_\g‘ vé'.__lj‘s-m '\s.,,_._“

.
& H -y
[N "'P"’n“.}“,!"} e
. v PR
oy L e }{‘:x. orem =
e LAY R

[ *fiam&ai{xl‘“i”ﬂ@ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬁlON
oS e e
. of 23 October and that there would be an all-oubt air offensive
beginning the night of the 19th with three major objectives: (1)
to kmoeck ocut the enemy's air opposition and deny him air recon-
- naissance; {2) to destroy supply and commmication facilities in
the Tobruk-Sollum area; (3) to break the morale of enemy troops
by keeping them awake for three sunccessive days.86
On the first day of the preliminary air offensive, 19/20
October, the Allied air forces flew 387 sorties. Of this aumber,
. 5L were made in patrolling the Fuka-Daba area, 163 against enemy
landing grounds and shipping at Tobruk, and 165 in direct support
of the Eighth Army in bombing motor vehicles and gun emplacements.
. On the following day the same degree of effort was maintained but
the emphasis was shifted more to counter air force action, 241
sorties being flowm against enemy landing grounds and only 63 in
dirsct support of ground troops. Inmeluded in the latter were dHwo
tactical reconnsissance missions, each composed of one reconnaisssnce
. plane (Hurricane) with 11 fighter escorts.®’ .
On the 224 the Army made no requests for direct support other
than two tactieal reconnaissance migsions which, as on the previous

day, were furnished.88

Bombing activity consisted entirely of
raids ageinsht enemy landing grounds. Fighter sweep patrols accounted
. for 129 of the total of 350 sorties for the day. 4n interesting
feature of the day's activity was an attack by U. S. and British

v bombers against the laleme airdrome, the airdrome which had figured
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. so prominently in the German conguest of Crete.89 Tt was well
knmown that German bombers were flying much-needed aviation fuel
from Crete and that aireraft based in Crete could bes quickly

- shifted to North African airdromes to reinforce the battered

Luftwaffe. It was of primary importsnce, therefore, to strike
at this more remote base of German operstions, The damage in-
flicted by the raid carried out on the 22d does not seem to have
been extensive but return visits were soon to be made by the heavy
. bombers, On the 23d direct support again consisted only of
reconnaissance missions. Indirect support consisted of 212
sorties carried out in bombing enemy landing grounds and 126
. sorties made on fighter sweep patrols.99
A review of American homber operations in the liiddle East
prior to 25 October 1942 shows the following totals: %
Sorties  Bombs Dropped {1bs.)
1. 1st Provisional Group

@ B-24's 357 1,560,000
B-17's &7 203,000

2. 98th Group
B=-24's 319 1,138,000
3. 12th Bombardment Group

B-25's 259 473,000

The principal targets, according to the numnber of pounds of

v bonbs dropped, were:
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o Tobrul 1,028,000 Landing grounds 205,000
. Bengasi 680,000 E1 Daba 108,000
- Convoys 425,000 Candia 95,000
* Sude Bay 244,000 Versa latruh 66,000

Navarino Bay 235,000
During the same period P-40's of the 57th Fighter Group
carried out 550 sorties which included bomber escoris, offensive

sweeps, and fighter-bomber missions.
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Chapber III

THE BATTLE OF EL ALAIRIV, 23 OCICBER-6 LOVELEBER 1942

Tke battle of El Alamein differed from its predecessor desert
campaigns in seversl important respects. In the firgt placs,
although desert varfare is generally thought of as being highly
mebile, the positions cccupied by the opposing armies presented
& vexy restricted zone of movement. The Alamein line was unicue
in that it hed bobth a bop and & bobitom. IEvery obther positlon,
British or Axis, had generally been based 2t one end on the sea
and at the obther in the limitless deserd. This invited flanking
movements on the gouth and both sides had mede exbensive use of
such tactics, At Alamein, however, the British position, about
40 mileg in length, was anchored at the north on salt lakes by
the sea and on the south on the Qattara quicksands. The Qatiara
Depression 1is a geological freak vhich aleong the northern portien
lies about 200 feet below sea level, The szlt waste lands which
form the bed of the depression have been described as "impasssble
by cars and unsafe for loaded camels."l Either one side or the
other, therefore, had to break through heavily defended lines
before the batile conld agsume the mebillty characteristic
of deserts fighting.

This famous battle was unique also in that the Brifish

dirscted their mzin offort at the stirongest ard deepest point in

"
e e,
49 e
o d A"
RN SIS B
R

~ ¥ o0

v

R LEN AN Y
L

A e o s . } sl ‘l{‘:‘r’&‘_,‘ Ay N
"L . - — N ".r APV 3’1

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

nobyw 'il"""u‘;.ln e e e awatA L AL




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

o T
o
e
k’m“»?’{?
g
4
¥
s |

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

—

S nm‘g‘ﬁt&v—w\
f N FILLILOUO
T i v ‘n v
g m?’ v w’]- ¥ “;: ,\IM"' "“hﬂ‘}’»r
. o ~
e i - T "“‘”f‘,‘ LS4 LLA.;.«;.:PQ‘;

the Axls line and used a form of atteck that had been discredited
as long ago as Yorld Var I because of the heavy casuslties in-
volved. The enemy had disposed his froops so that the strongest
German force, the 16th Fanzer and 164th Light, were concentrated
in the north while the other Germen armored divigion, the 2lst
Panzer, and the better Italian units were holding the southern
sector. The center, held principally by Itallens, was the
weeltest point and i1t was here that the Germans were inviting
abttack. 3Both sides had been preparing their defenses for a
perlod of Shree months and the lines took the form of dlscontin-
uons belts of mine fields several miles in depth. Gen. Sir Herold
Alexander is reported to have said concerning the German position:
o brezk dovm a wall, onme ingerts a crowbar beneath it and pries
e hole." General Alexander chose to ingsert his crowbar at the
sirongest voint in the wall, the northern sechor. An Australian
salient on the coast afforded him a secure rizht flenk and the
attack would be delivered vhere the enemy least expected it. The
British commanders realized that the maunling, crovbar form of
attack could succeed only if the attacker had superior firé pover
and hizh quality of infentry, Accordingly they debermined to lay
dowm & heavy barrage in Vorld War I fashion and then %o send in
infantry to clear the way for tanks, instead of vice versa,®

The battle of El Alamein was preceded by elaborate deceptlve

measures designed to lead the Germans to a false spprecistion of
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T
o British intentions., MNany 0ld trucks were sent to the southern

ad

area and moved zbout constantly to create the impression of large-

¥y

scele movements and preparations. Dummy soldiers and wooden

v antisireraft gons were used to simulate a heavily reinforced
line, h Sinee water supply is a bagic consideration in all tac-
tical operations in the desert, the British actually went through
the motions of laying a pipe llne %o the south. Dunmy corps were
formed snd spurlous messases were sent hack and forth, The success
of these elaborabte measures was made evident by the question vhich
the captured Gen. Ritier von Thoma later aglked in exassperation:

»

Mihat the hell became of these two armored diviesions down in the

. South? S
x Other extensive preparations were made prior to the opening
N of the offensive. The British Counter Battery organization had

ag its goal complete information concernling the position and
caliber of each enemy gun, bhe formation to which it belonged, and
‘ its arc of fire. Thig goal wvas not vholly zchieved but by the
opening of the battle the location of batteries was nearly
complete.4 Seven days' supplies plus fhree days' reserves had
to be arranged for in preparation for the atteck. Hundreds of
thousands of shells were placed in widely dispersed ammunition
dumps whickh were well cemouflaged. The Western Desert railway
s worked day and night delivering much needed supplies to foruard

. areas, 60,000 tons being delivered during the first 20 days of
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. Octo'ber.5 Betveen 1 September and 22 Qctober the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps issued to the Bighth Army 35,000 pairs of socks,
19,000 pairs of boobs, 45,000 blankets, 125,000 water containers
. end 610,000 portable cookers, to meatlon only a few itema.s
In the race for supplies and reinforcements which wvas carried
on Guring the summer of 1942 the Allies outsetripped the Axis in
every depariment--men, guns, and tenks. The American heavy and
medium bombers played no small part in this battle of supply and
0 the work accomplished during July, Augnst, and September had an
imperiant effect on the oubtcome vhen the attack was inaugurated.7

The relative strengbh of the two sides is showvn Iin tabular form

: below:
- Estimated Strength of Ground Forces on the Eve
* of the El1 Alsmeln Offengive, 23 Cetober 1942
v Relative Strength
Britieh Italizn German Total Axis EBritish and Axis
Hen 185,000 46,000 47,500 93,500 1.76
. Guns
Antitaniz 1,480 450 550 1,000
Field 75 250 20 B340
iledium 50 50 60 110
Potal 2,275 7EO 700 1,450 1.5%
Panlicg
Light 450 15 28 40
ledium 800 260 210 470
Tobal 1,080 275 238 510 2.05
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. Eetimated "Servieeable Alrcraft!l Strengths, FHorth
African Theater

Belative Strength

Allied Axis Allled snd Axis
4
N A, Fighters 605 347 1.75
B. Bombers
1. Dive bombers - 72
2. Recon. - 13
3. Light ) 108)
Medium) 146) 815 171
Heavy) 61)
Toxrpedo 25 21
Total 340 277 1.23
. C. Specisl: Recon.
and Army Coop. 55 53
D, Seaplanes - 36
. Bstimated Total
. AL1l Berviceable
AfC 1,000 713 1,40
" The timing of the battle of El Alamein was based upon tvwo
factors; the moon phase and the success of the preliminsry elr
. offensive. loonlight during the early morning hours had beeonme

an almost indispensable preregulsite for successful operations of
infantry and armored abttacks. The object of the night attacks
was to allov the infantry three or four hours on capbtured ground
before daylight in order that they might dig themselves in and
form their tank defenses., Because of the lack of iandmarks the

- infentry did not want to attack in pitch dark. The moonlight

attack, however, partially compensated for the lack of cover in
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the degsert and yet afforded enough light to gllou the troops o
see what they vere doing. General lontgomery did not wish %o
begin his offensive until he recelved assurances from the RAF
that they had achleved air superiority amd could gusrantee it,
Such assursnce was given just a few days before the opening of
the battle.t0

At 2140 hours, 22 October 1942, 20 mimutes before the advance
of the infontry, one of the most intense artillery barrages in
history opened up along the Alamein lins, Eight hondred guns of
all calibers fired four bundred rounds each. In the northern
part of the line where the main effort was being made ammumition
vas limited omly by the emount that couwld be hemled to the guns.’l
The effeet of this sudden rain of hell is vividly described by
a correspondent who had uitnessed many en aritillery display in
the desert: "The desert alr throbbed and pulsed intolerably uwith
vave and counterwave of deafening clamour. The flashes rippled
from end to end of the horizon as thouzgh some giant were playing
crazy scales on a piano vhich produced flame instead of musie.
There had been nothing like this concentration in the desert
before."lg

Immediztely after, the artillery barrage sappers moved
forvard to clear a path for the infantry. The mine detectors,

like large vacuum cleaners, were svang back snd forth until fhe

buzz gave notlce of the deadly traps. The sapper deftly removed
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She

o the mines and moved ecamtiounsly forward, followved by mer with

v
‘T

miles of vhite tmpe vhich marked a path that vas safe =t leash
from the danger of exploding ninses,
The main thrust was deliversd in the north., The 24 New

Zealeand Divigion was 100 per cent successful in reaching its
objectives on the first day buat the fmstralians and poarticularly
the South Africams were held up by strorg points and bitter hand-
to-hand combat. An advence of approximately six miles, at its

. greatest depth, was made along an eight-mile front. Attacks in
the central and soubthern sectors were made as diversions to prevent
the Zlst Panzer and Ariete Armored divisions from joining the

» Axig srmor in the north. The 4th Indian Division, in the central
sector, advanced through the first enemy mine field vhile in the
southern sector the Seventh Armored Division met sbtrongz reslstance
from an enemy protected by mine fields and antitank positions and
were forced to vithdraw after an initial swu.ccess.:."3

. In order %o support the advancing imfanfry all along the
line and to supplement the effects of the artillery barrage, 656
Wellingtons and 24 Albacores from the RAF carried out continuous
boubing during the first night of the offensive. Guu emplacements
recelved 2 high priority of attention as well as concentrations of
armer and encsmpments, Iight-flying Furricsnes joined in this

« activity and strafed field guns, ommunition dumps, vehicles, and

transport repalr shops in the enemy's rear. The attacks carried
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’ out by the RAF were planned shead and no requesis for direct
F support were initisted by the ground forces during the first
night. 2%

During the next day, 24 October, the British forcesg vere
oceupied in the north in conselidating their positionsz, The
British armor stood ready to pass through the mine fislds but
was prevented from doing so by the fact that the gaps were still
comnznded by enemy antitani guns. 1In the south the Seventh Armored
Division continued clearing operations in the enemy mine fields.15
On the two days preceding the land battle, the 224 and 254,
the Army mede no request for direct support missions other than
reconnaissance and the ensrgles of the RAF and USAAF were devobed
b to counter-alr activities, After the battle wag joined, houever,
* during the day of 24 October, the Allied air force activities
vere devoted very largely to direct cupport of ground operations.
A total of 588 direct support sorties were flown and of this

. pumber 496 were in response to calls from thoe Army. The remainder
of ithe alr forece activity was distributed as follows: 62 sorties
in raids on cnemy landing grounds, 262 indirect support sorties,
264 fighter sweeps, and 3 reconnzissance missions.ls

The American eir forces in the Middle Bast participated

yrominently in these operations. Hedium ombers of the 12th Group

* carried out around 50 effective sorties agalnst enemy vehicles.l7
. Fighter aireraft of the 57th Group vwere engoged in bomber escort
N
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dubty and carried out approximately 100 sorties on the day follow-
ing the initial attack of the land f::):'ces.l8 When on bomber
escort duty the fighter pilots fcllowed the rule that their
primary duty ves the safety of the bombers. Froof that they
were highly sucecesefrl in the bomber escort type of mission is
afforded by the fact that during the whole period from Alameln to
Tpipoll not a single bomber escorted by fighters was brought down
by enemy alr action.lg Becszuse of unfavorable weather conditlions
over Bengasi, Tobruk, and Crete, heavy bomber activity was
restricted during the week of the opening of the offensive.go

On the 25th there was no important change in positions.
British armor made some advence through the mine fi¢lds in the
northern sector during the night of 24-25 end there were brief
armored attacks by the enemy to test strength but these efforts
were not on a-major seale.® In the southern sector, the 1&lst
Infantry Brigade advanced across the second mine field between
Kunagsid and Himeimat but they encountered small arms and
ertillery fire ond wewve forced to retire. The diversionary
attacks in the south hed made little headway egeinst determined
resistance and after the 25th they were disconbimued., They had
accompliched their purpose, however, in keeping the Axis armox
seperated for the German commanders seemed still to be in dowbt
as to vhere the main point of attack was belng directed.ga
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Aliied bomber effort on the 25th vas directed principally
aszainst concentrations of enemy transport vehicles in the northern
sector with the object of thwarting attempts at counterattacks,
litchells of the 12th Group in cooperation with Bostons and
Baltimores of the BAF carried out 20 sorties and dvopped 60,000
pounds of GF bombs. ZExcellent bomd patterns wers laid dowm on
motor vehlcle dispersal areas and Allied bombers succeeded in
their migsion so well that by afternoon no suitable bargets pre-
sented themselves becouse of the dispersal of the enemyls .»‘.‘c::rr:es.gg5
Fighters of the 57th Group made 72 sortiss on fighter~bomber and
bomber escort missions, The ensmy alr force was more active on
the 25th than on any of the previous days of the battle and the
American P-40's brought dovn three ME-109's and demaged others
without themselves sustaining any losses.?% It is worthy of note,
at this point, that ali Allied fighter and bomber alrcralt operat-
ing over the battlefield of Bl Alemein, with the exception of the
Spitfires and Hurricenes, vere of American constmction.as
On the morning of the 26th the British nade further sdvances
in the northern sechor. The Austroliens moved forward aboul two
miles while farther south the 24 ¥ew Zezland and 1st South
Africen divisions advanced slightly. In the south the 50th
Division moved in the direction of MNunassid while units of the
44%h Division continued their efforts to clear the enemy mine

fields north of Himeimat,2®
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. Meanvhile the enemy was prepering for a formideble counter-
“ attack from the west and southwest of the British salient. The
wvelght of the Allied air forces ves marshalled in direct support
. of the ground forces and 223 sorties were dispatched with the mission
of Trealking up the enemy's concentrations. The land forces testi-
fied to the szccuracy of the bombing, and its efficacy is indicated
by the fact that no enemy counterattacks materialized., The
American perticipation in the day's sctivity over the battlefield
. congsisted of- 18 sorties meade by B-25's of the 12th Group and 72
sorties by fighters of the 57th Gromp on fighter-bomber, fighter
patrol, and bomber escort duties. The enemy made a determined
attempt on 26 October to challenge Allied air superlority and
suffered heavy casuslties. Six IE-109's, 8 M0-202's, and & JU-87's
- were desbtroyed; 5 1{E-109's, 2 MC-202's, and 5 JU~87's were probably
destroyed: and 5 MB-109's, 2 HC-202's, 6 JU-87's, and 1 JU-88
vere damaged. OF this bag, pilots of the 57th Group were
. credited with bringing down 4 MO-202's. Allled losses emounted
to four fighters destroyed.37
After approximately a week of limited operations on account
of unfavorzble weather conditions heevy bombers of the 98th and
Tirst Provisional Groups made three seperate attacks on 28
B October on convoys in the vicinity of Tobruk. Two direct hits
and four nesr misses on a 5,000-ton tenker and one direct hit

¥ on a barge were claimed. The bomber formations were attacked by
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‘. enemy fighters, one of vhich was probably destroyed by gunners
.: of the heavy bombers. All aircraft returned safely from the day's
oy operations.‘ea

On 27 October the British widened their eslient in the north
by the capture of a vital point called Kldney Ridge. ©Strong
counterattacks against the 26th Australian Brigade and the lst
Armored Division were repulsed with heavy tenk casualties on
both sides.?® Agaln the Allied air forces wers directed sgeinsb

. the enemy forces in an attempt to break up his concentrations and
a total of 375 sorties were flown in direct support missions. In
addition, 117 sorties were flown on indirect support, 63 on land-

v ing grounds, and 243 on fighter sweep patrcls.zo

American pilots of the 57th Group displayed their ingemity
by introducing a new type of fighter misgion. Teking off in the
light of trueck headlights, a group of fighter-bombers arrived
over enemy L.G. 18, near Fuks, at dawn on 27 October., Mot expect-
ing these early morningeallers, the enemy wes cought uneverss and
a mumber of his aireraft were destroyed on the ground while trumelzs
and tents were damezed and destroyed by strafing., This new type
of raid was repeated with ocutstanding success on 28 October and
2 Hoverber and these *pre-dawn® misslons played a prominent part

- in relegating the ememy air force to a minor role in the battle

of Bl Alamein, oL
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In their encounters with the mich-venntezd Imftwaffe,
American pilots invariably showed up to good zdvantage. On 27
October, for exsmple, 8 P-40's of the 65th Squedron equipped with
hombs and 8 P-40's of the 64th Sguadron acting as top cover had
completed their bomb run vhen they sighted 20-plus CR-42'a.
Approaching from another dirsection were a comparable number of
Stukas escorted by 20-0dd ME-109'gs. Despite odds of about 60 to
16, our pilobs turned into this contingent of the Iuftwaffe and
destroyed 7 enemy sircreft, probably destroyed 3, and damaged &
obthers. They accomplished this without logs. 5@

There was a lull in ground activity on the 28th which con-
cluded wvhat has been described as the "bresk-in" phase of the
battle., This first phase wae characterized by the egtablishment
of the British selient in the northern sector, the grafual exten-
gion of the bulge, heavy but ineffective counteratiacks, and constant,
close air support., During this time the Axis had shown great
hesitancy in accepting the fact that the main attack was in the
north, and kept their armor divided. This slugegishness of re-
action on the part of the Axis can be attributed to two factors
which are easler to enumerate than to ewsluate; (1) the success
of British deceptive measurss which led o a false appreciation
of the situation; (2) the fact that Rommel was absent from the

battlefield and the German troops were unier a less able commender.
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. Vhen the battle opened on the night of 23 October Rommel

2 was in Berlin and his troops were under the command of Gen.

Georg von Stumme, who had commanded on the U,S8.S5.R,front and

vho, according to one account, "was committed to the disposltion

of defensive forces in depth, in separate groups."ss Whether he

vas committed to such a precomceived tactical doctrine or simply

beffled by the situation would seem, hovever, to be open to

guestlon. At any rate he failed to opprecizbe British intentions

and failed to unite his armor ageinst the Briiish advance in the

north. He was killed on 26 October and Gen. Ritter von Thoma

Yook command briefly. Rommel is helioved to have returned to

. Horth Africe on the 27th or 28th of Ochober.

o The second phage of the battle vas lnsugurated on the night

s of 28-29 Ty the 20th Australian Brigede vhich attacked and extended
the Britich sallent nortmwrards to the extent of two miles. 4
gimultaneous attack by the 26th Auctralian Brigade tas launched

o vestuard and parallel to the coast 'bu'b. it feiled to achieve its

objectives, The result of this action vas that Thompson's Post,
an enemy pocket %o the east of the 20%h Brigede's narrow salient,
vas partlolly isolated and the enemy found it necessary to melke
counterattacks immediately. Seven counterattacks vere repulsed

by Allied ground and air forces on Z8 Ocbober. Vhile the enemy

« was thus engaged in the coastal sector, the British were regroun-
- ing major units in preparation for further decisgive action.&g‘
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2
o On 30 October the Australian salient was pushed an additional

. two miles northward., %he railroad was cub but the advance did

not reach the coast. The next day there was a Ilull in ground

- activity vhile British units congolidated their positions. The

enemy forces holding Thompeon's Post were reinforced by a grouvp

of 18 tanks from the 90th Lighi which ran around the northern
tip of the Australian sallient. TFurther efforts were made to
relieve the partially trapped forces and on 1 Wovember nunerons
counterattocks were made both from within the pocket and by
elemente of the 20th Light and 2lst Armored divisions from the
west.aﬁ The results of this action verse not clear at the tine

. but later 1t apyeared that = substontial portion of the enemy

% pocket vas able to withdraw along the coash.

. The period 29 October to 1 Noverber was characterized by
the establlshment of & parrov salient in the enemy's flank. The
egtablishment of the salient had the effect of diverting the

. enemy's attention and allowing the regrouping of the British
forces to proceed undigiurbed, Vhat is more important, it
apparently convinced the German high command that the maln Britvish
thrust would follou glong the coastal road in o northwesterly

direction toward §idi ol Rahman.°®

Turing the pericd up to 1
Wovember the British texk losses vere esbtimated st 100, mostly
“ of 1light types vhich hed been used to clear a weay foxr the mediums.

- Britigh heavy armor, however, had not yet been committed and was
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27
. being held in reserve for the decisive tank batile.

"u'

The Allied air forces continued thelr offensive unababed.

Because, hovever, of the disperssl of the enemy's vehicles the

X

second phage of the batile wag characterized by comparatively
few llght-~bomber missions, During the four days in gquestlon only
about 200 light and medium sorties were carried out as compared
with over 400 fighber-bomber sorties on wvehicles, gun emplace-
ments and suspecbed enemy headquerters. The Amerilcan pilots of
. the 57th Group, althouzh relatively nev to desert combe, proved
to thoir colleagues in the BAF that they vere not only good
flyers but good fighters as well, On 28 October, for example,
N Allied fighters shot down nine eremy fighters, four of vhich were
bronght down by pilots of the 57th Group although they constituited
. only 23 pver cent of the Allied fighters on patrol that day. 8
One of the finest exsmples of direct air support of the entire
campaign is furnished by the action on 30 October. The Australians
. had a8 their objective the extension of the salient to the coast
that day and thelr action would be subject to a flamlr attack by
the ememy forces inside the pociket at Thompson's Post. The air
forces had asg their misslon the prevention of the formation of
a counterattack within this pocket. Although the area was small--
approximately 9 miles square--and the bomb line was constanily

changing, the Allied air forces carried out over %00 sortles and

3 succeeded in preventing a counterabiack from developing. In view
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of the small ares bombed and the fluctuabing dbomb line it is worbthy

s of note thet no bombs fell on Allied troo;ps.sg On the folloving
two days dlrect support was concentrated on the front of the

. salient.

Although the main omphasis was still on direct support of
ground foreces, counter-air activities continued and the bombing
of enemy landing grounds and offensive patrols wes kept up with-
out abatement, ZEnemy communications lires wers bombed as far

. baeck asg Hatruh.éo Heavy bomber activity shifted briefly from
Horth African ports to the lisleme airdrome in Crete. The purpose
behind these attacks was, hovever, the ssme--to deny Rommel
supplies and reinforcements. Eritich intelligence had disclosad
that Rommel, short on aviation gasoline, uvas filyingz in supplies

. from COrete in JU-52%'s and other aircraft. On the night of 29

October the First Provisional Group abtacked the airdrome at
Maleme in order not merely to destroy the sircraft on that air-
0 drome bub to deny gasolline to the contingent of the Imftwaffe in
liorth Africa. From this mission one pleme failed to return, the
first operational loss of the IX Bomber Command. On the 20th,
the 160 Squadron, RAF, under the operational control of the IX
Bonber Command, attacked I-Ialeme.%” On the Blst the 98%th Group
took o crack at the same target and the First Provisional Group,

) which by now had become the 376th Group, »zid a return vi.si.h.43
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During the month of October 21l unlte of the United States Army

Alr Forces in the Hiddle Bast dropped = total of 1,300,000 pounds

of bombs on tanks, motor transport, troops, and harbor facllities

- in Yorth Africa, Southern freece, snd Orete. Although unfavoradle
veather hezmpered operations and results vere not always observed,
6 tenkers and 1 freighter were reported sunk or burned out by
dlreet hits and 10 other vessels were probably damaged or sunk
by Ame;icsn heavy bombers. During the month the 12th Medium

’ Bombardment Group and the 57th Fighter Group made repeated attacks
i;;x support of the Eighth Army destroying and demaging many vehicles
and ceunsing seriouns interruption of enemy rail and road communi-
cablong, During the intensive period between 12 and 31 October,

300 borber amd 743 fighter sortiss were carried ocut in support

5

of the advance of the Eighth Army. In aerial combat with the
Germen Air Force the Americems proved to be more than a match.
Bombardment units destroyed 7 ememy aircraft and probally des-

. troyed 4 others. Pilots of the 57th Group claimed to have destroyed
27 enemy alrcraft, probably destroyed 6, znd dsmeged 15, In opera~
tions in the Middle Fasgt theater through 31 October, American logses
due to enemy actlon were 2 fighter, 2 mediumy and 1 hsavy-bombardment

airplanes.43

- Fhe third and deciszive phage of the battle of Il Alamein was
the breal-through by the British srmor, 2 to 4 Hovember., In

b the first phases of the battle the infantry had prepared the ey
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. for the tanks, llinor tank engagements had been fought bub the

B e

&

° bulk of British armor hsd not yet seen battle. The Axis armor,
on the other hand, had suffered considerably in sboriive counber-
. abtacks during the preceding nine days and the balance of bank

strength wvas definitely in favor of the British.éé

The Seventh
Armored Division had been uithdrawn from the gouth snd was moving
up 0 Joln the Terth Corps in the reglon of Tel el Eisa vhere the
finel attempt at o breale—through vas made.45

. On the night 1-2 Wovember the New Zealand infanbry stiuck
hard toward the west in the vieinity of Tel el Agoaqir and
cleared lanes through the mine fields. The infantry advance was

: covered by artillery and by attacks on the enemy's forces by 100

Vellingtons aided by 13 flare-dropping Albacores., At dawn the
next day the British armor moved forward and made a deep penetra-
tion between Rommel's divided tank forces. To the north of the
bulge made by the British were the 21st Panzer and the remaining

o units of the 90th Light and 164th divisions while on the south

vere the 15th Panzer and remnants of two Italian armored divisions,
the Littorio and Ariete. Rommel reacted vigorously to the British
penetration and brought up his justly famous 88-mm. guns vhich
inflicted heavy losses or British banks at short range. Losses,
however, had been enticipated and lonbgomery vas prepared o risk

the logs of a vwhole armored brizsde in order to get one armored

p . . 46
x division info the open. The tankz battle of Tel el Aggaqir was
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fought furiously throughout the daylight hours of 2 Hovember wiih

Britlish srmor belng attacked from the north and southuest. ILosses
were heavy on both sides but by the end of the day it vas clear
that the British had gained the upper hand and the Axis armor had
been shattered.??

The sction of Tel el Aqgaqir presents another oubtstanding
exemple of direcot air cuvport of ground operations, approximately
600 sorties being flown in direct support mi:;fsi.cn:ua,.48 The bomber
shuttle service vent back into operation and 171 effective
sorties were made by Bostons and Baltimores and 40 by iibtchells

of the USAAR.%® Dhe effectiveness of these raidm is attested to

- by en entry in the captured diary of a German artillery officer:

Mihere are our fighters, our Stukas and AAT Can't see a thing
of them. Tommy comes every guarder of an hour with 18 heavy
bombers, "50 The fact that the Germen officer mistook Baltimores,
Bostons, and Hitchells foxr heavy bombers pays tribute to the in-
tensity of thelr bombing., According to one account, a group of
200 enemy troops, hands upralsed, welked over to the British
lines a8 a "direct result' of one of our lighi-bomber raid.s.sj'
During the intense tenk battle of 2 Hovember Allied fighters
carried out a record number of 274 sorties. On one ground-sirafing
mission pilots of the 57th Group are reported to have destroyed

7 enemy aireraft on the ground and destroyed and demaged an un-

deternined number of mobtor transport. American pilots dropped a
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total of 6,000 pounds of bombes on fighter~bomber missiong 2nd on
bonber escort duby fought off at least 10 IE-109's. In all these
various operatlons—~sirafing, fighbter-bomber, and bomber escorf~-
pilote of the B7th Group carried out a total of 70 gorties.o?
Although the enemy conbimued stronz opposition to British
movements there vas evidence on 3 lovember of his thinning oub
in the forwerd area and withdrawing, The British Tenth Corps,
which had been so severely engaged the previcus day, pamsed briefly
for necessary reorganization vhile armored car patrols began to
fan cut in all directions to carry out raids in the enemy's rear.
In the southern sector patrols vere moving out to maintain contaet
with the enemy and numerous Axigs demolition explosions ware heard..53
During the morning Allied air forces were employed zgainst the
weelzening encmy troopg in the north, The light-bomber effort wag
concentrated agalnst the poorly dispersed enemy traffic moving
along the coastal road from Daba to Fuka. 4As a2 result of in~
cessant bombing by Allied bombers and fighter-bombers death and
destruction were strewn slong the Axls highway. Over 300 wehicles
were immobilized and left durming, antiaircraft guns were silenced,
and the vithdraving enemy troops were mercilessly mown dowm by
gstrafing aireraft. The Americen participation in the day's
activity consisted of 45 sorties by liitchells of the 12%h Group

znd 88 sorties by P-40's of the 57th Group on all types of

mieeione.
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. The Axis air force made a fecble effort to come to the
-~ rescue of their retreating ground forces., ITwo escorted atiacks
) by JU-87's vere inbercepbed and the Stukas forced to jebtison
:‘ their hombs. During the day Allied aircraft shot dowm 8 JU-E7's

and 6 1E-109's, probably destroyed 10 JU-88'gz end 1 1E-109, and
dzmaged 10 other zireraft. OFf this bag, American pilots wers
responsible for 2 MB-109's destroyed and 1 probable.b® Their
only casually was one pllot who crash-landed umm.t_ss During
. the night of 3-4 Tovember Vellingtons and Albacores took up where
the Baltimores, Bostons, and Hitchells left off and bombed Axis
columns vithdrawing elong the coastal rozd. The small pocket of
enemy troops at Thompson's Post was cleared out and the pursuit of
the retreating enemy wos thereby aceelerzsted considera‘bly.57
Heavy-bomber activity during the period 1-4 Fovember was
direcied malnly sgeinst the Axis-held port of Tobruk. On 2
Hovember five B~-1l7's of the 376th Group, which hzd bombed Tobruk
. countless times during the last six months, scored an mnusvsl
guccess, Direet hits were obtazined on tvo medivm-sized merchant
vessels and fires started in harbor installabions which were seen
burning two days later. Air Chief liarshal Sir Arthur V. Tedder
radioed Genera) DBrereton: '(lad if you would convey my heerty
congratulations to the Firet Provisional Group on the good bag at
" Tobruk yesterday vhich is egpecially valuable ab presert critical

» stage of operation. 198 A 2 result of the repid advence of the
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. Bighth Army attention was shifted on 4 November from Tobruk to
& Bengasi, the last Axis port of any size east of Tripoli.SQ
By the morning of 4 Hovember it was aspparent that the enemy
. had begun a full-scale retreat and the British tanks and armored
cars began lerge movements into the enemy's rear. Armored cars
now became a erucial factor in the chase and in this regard the
Eritish outdumbered the Germans 6 to 1.60 All day long Allied
light vbombers and fighter-bombers attacked the enemy columnes
. moving westvward along the main coastal road. Bostons znd Balitimores
of the BATF carried out 14l effective sorties vhile lfitchells of the

12th Group carried oub 42 effective sorbies, 61

On the 5%h fhe

* British armored units continued their eofforts to cut off the Axis

rotrest. They met little serious opposition until they reached

- an enemy mine field at the Fulta escarpment vhere the pursulng
troops came under heavy fire from 105-mm, and 88~mm, guns of the
rearguerd covering the mine fleld. By late afternoon, however,

. this obstruction was cleared and the pursuit resumed.sz In the
soubhern sector a fou enemy pociets continmued resistance btubt the
formidable task of gathering in Axies prisoners had begun. The
Allied air forces assumed a new role--that of prisoner rescue—-
by dropping food and waber to igolated groups of prisoners which
the British Army hed not had time to round u:p.ss The B-25'g of
the 12%h Group carried out 42 sorties and dropped 336 bombs veigh~

’ ing 260 pounds each on nmotor trangport in the enemy reer arsa.
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. Fighters of the B7th Group on this same day flew 28 bomber escert
sorfies and 40 sorbles as fighter-~bombers dropping 20,000 pounds
of bombs with excellent results.% Yhile thege operations were
- being carried out AU pariy of the 57th Group, which had been at
L.G. 174 since 16 September, was ordered forward to L.G. 172 in
the Daba area. 66
On 6 Hovember the 23 New Zealand Division had reached the mine
fields sonth of latruh when a heavy rein set in which hindered
. Allied operations and favored the Axls retreat for the nexbt few
deys. Panks were capable of movement in vet weather but their
gesollne supplies were belng held up miles behind. Alr activity
vas hempered by the weather and there was no report of medium-
bombardment activity, Fighters of the 57th Group, however, carried
out 3 sorties and destroyed a number of transport vehicles in the
viclnity of lerga Iiatru.h.ss On 6 llovember the Army hesdquarters
moved from ite battle site westward to Daba~-convincing sign, if

‘ any were needed, thot the battle of El Alamein was won. 67
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o Chapter IV

- ADVALICE %0 TRIFOLI, 7 LOVEMBER 1942-23 JAWUARY 1943

The bed veather encountercd on 6 Hovember had the effect of
retarding the progress of the British armored forces and frustrated
their attempt to cut off and encircle Rommel. On 8 Fovember enemy
resistance at lNatruh station was overcome and a bresk in the
veather made it possible for the Tenth Corps to proceed westuard

. from a position generally south of Matruk., Further rear-guard
zction vas encounbered bubt no sericus registance vas met until
Halfays Pass wvas reached.l The pass vas capbtured on the night of
10-11 N vember; and shortly after dawn on the 1lth the 4th Light
Armored Brigade sdvanced vestward clearing the landing grounds ab

. $idi Azelm, Gembut, and Sidi Resegh. The 2¢ Wew Zealand Division

occupied Sollum and then Bardia the same d.ay.a The main retresting

Axis columns by-passed Pobruk which was occupied by the British on

1% Fovenbex.

By the time the British eutered Tobruk the German motor trans-
pors was atc far vest as Tocra. The gap bebween the two forcos was
gsteadily widening ond contact was limited to spasmodic rear-guard
action., The advence in the desert began to assume less the nature
® of a pursuit and more the character of a drive sgeinst an enemy

withdraving in good order.® The Germens vere saliing and/or oiling

u wells, dynemiting bridees and culverts, ploughing airfields, and
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laying dovn & carpet of mines faster than the British seppers could
- roll it up. Rommel hed suffered heavily--an estimated 50,000
casualties ond most of his armor with the exception of approxi-
metely 50 tanks—-but he was bent on salvaging vhat he could.® This
involved impedinz the British pursuit to the meximum but not
committing his depleted forces to battle. On 20 November British
forces enbered Bengasi vhile the Gorman divisions were racing
toverd El Agheila vhich offered their next defendable posi’oion.5
. Although Bommel mainteined a retrest in good order, he uas
not able to offer any effective resistance to the persistent
haragement vhich his Panzer divisions received from the skies.
From the moment the Axis retrest began the Allied alr effort wes
directed tovard csusing the enemy ag much havoc, confusion, and
. delay as possible. After the bresd:-through of the British armored
forces (3-8 Wovember), light and medium bombers did not play a
congpicuous role inm the battle until about the middle of December.
o This wes due to the fact that the sviftly moving Axis forces were
not considered ideal targets for medium bombers and especially to
the fact that fighter aircraft could be moved more expeditiously
to newvly occupied landing grounds znd could be more ezsily maln-
tained. Once the retvest got in full swing, then, most of the
dey atteclks egainst ememy forces were carried out by fighter aircraft
* vhich vwere equipped vith extrs ges tanks that enabled them %o
5 atteck the enemy at long range.s Pilots of the 57th Group carried

o out 477 sorties in fighter-bomber missions and offensive patrols
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betvesn & November and the end of the moxth.’
a An outstending feature of Allied air activity during the

pursult vas the repidity vith which fighber squadrons noved forward

f with the edvancing army and occupied landing grounds formerly held
by the enemy. The following time table illustrates hov the 57th
Group kept upon the heels of Rommel's retreating columns:a
Occuvstion of Landing Grounds
Eishth Army's Advence by the 57th Fishter Sroun
5-6 Hov. Fulzs, Bscarpment 5 Tov. Daba
o 8 Hatroh 9 8idi Haneish
9 9idi Barrani 12 5idi Azelxz
11 Halfaya 13 Gembut
:, 13 Tobruk 16 artuba
. 19 Bengesi

This mobility was achieved by folloving the flesp-frogging'
practice developed by the British, The ground staffs of each squadron
heving been divided into two equal parties, AU and "BY, the "A"
party would move out in advance to make preperatlons at the cap-
tured landing fields for the reception of the planes. As soon as
the nev sites were made ready the planes would come forward to
the new bases, "BW parbty would then advance either to Join "AF
party, or to leapfrog over 13 to a still more advanced landing
= ground, I vas nobt uncommen for moves to be made on an hour's

notice and each nove entailed the striking of tents, packing up

% of equipment, end formation of a comvoy consisting of gbout 285
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. vehicles per synedron carrying men and equipment, and including
gas end vater bowsers, fire truck end smbulance. By thess rapid
moves the pursuit was maintsined and the planes kept in contimuous

. operaﬁion.g

The close coordination between zir and ground movements was
mede posesible not only by the flexible organization of the alr
forces but also by the terrain on which the battle was iaizing
place. A landing fleld could be put 1ln shzpe by levelllng a strip

. of desert with bulldozers and sorspers, removing as meny rocks as
possible and marking the boundaries with BO-gallon gasoline drums.
The location of landing grounds was well known o the Brliish and

. despite ploughing, mining, and spikes planted by the encmy they

could generally be put in operating order within a relatively short
time., After the landing field was clesred off the operations tent
wes sebt up close to the runway behind which were the cook's tent
?.nd the officers' mess. The rest of the camp was then set up with

o careful attention to proper dispersal. When telephone wires had
been ran in from wing headquarters, gasoline brought forvard, and

bombs and cmmunition stored awsy, the squedron vuas ready for the
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time in action as a tactical unit. Exzperience in the desgert had

shoin that fighter squadrong performed better in palrs, for oné
gsguadron could carry out its bombing or strafing nisslion while the
other acted as top cover. In order, tkerefore, to achieve the
naximom efficiency the 112th RAF, or UShariz! squadron, wes attached
to the 57tk Group for operztional duby. The "Shark? ggusdron
stayed with the grouwp for zbout three months flylng sixes with
the 66th while the 64th and 65th vere pairved flying fou.rs.ll
On 17 Tovember 1242 the United States Army Middle East
Alr Fore e wog offleially redesignated the Hinth Air Force.
Shortly after, the 79th Fighter Group arrived in Bgypt end began
braining for combhat. During the period preceding the fall of
Tripoli, exchanses of pilobs between the 57%th and 79th Groups
vere made ln order thalt the neophytes milght nore readily learn
desert tactice and gain experience in actunl combat, L2
With the reireat of the Axis ormles from Bgypt, the 376th and
98th Bombardment Groups (H) moved from their Dases in Palestine
to the Delta area. The 376th Group arrived at ibts nev dase et
Abu Sueir, Bgypt, on 9 Hovember, and the 98th moved to bases ab
Fayid and Eabrit on 13 Xovember 1942. Uith the fall of Tobruk on
13 Hovember the Allied heavy-bomber activity vas shifted to Bengosi
vhick wvzs bombed until the day before British troops entered the
city., ith the fall of Bengasi on 19 Wovember Tripell inevitably
achieved the unenviable disbinction of beconing the principal target

of the U. 5. heavy bombers, TFrom their bases in Egypt the 98%h
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o and 376th Groups carried out misgsions from Crete to Iripoli.
Anericen airmen learred much in the !liddle Hast from the RAF,
especially with regard to fighter end light-bomber operations in
* support of grouand iroops, but the l1iddle Bast vas also a proving
ground. for heavy-bomber tzetics.t® luch was learned, for example,
concerning pattern bombing of maneuvering targets. The Halverson
detachnent was untrsined in thie type of operation beczuse its
original mission did not call for such traianing, The 928th Group,
. as a vhole, was trained only in individual airplene bombing but
upon arrivsl in the iiddle Bast begen to use three-plane formations
uyith the tvo ving men dropping on the lesder in deflectlon and

. sighting individually for ra.nge.lé‘

The development of pattern
bombing vas at first hindered by ‘b.omb reck failures, If the bomb
reacks of the lezd plane did not Ffunchbion properly the wing planes
would not drop their bombe and the run vas a fallure, It was
found that bomb-rack failures on B-24's vere on some high altitude

‘ mizssions, as high as 50 per cent, This mechanical Gifficuity was,
hovever, overcome and patiern bombing thereby improved. Betveen
15 Qcbober and 15 lUovember, 32 nissions of %, 6-, end 9-plene
formetions wvere used against monenvering targets and 6 hits were
claimed. In some cases as many as 27 zircraft were dispatched

- agalnst targets on the open sea because of the importance of pre-

venting certain supply chips from reaching North African poris.

- Gensrally, the attack vas mede in 3-plane elements. Vithin the
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period 15 October to 15 Hovember the effectiveness of paitern
bombing acainst neneuvering doubled as compared with the periocd
4 June to 14 00’&0'091‘.15

By 23 Yovember RBommel had succeeded in reaching a strong
position ab Bl Aghella ani advance British elements had pushed
on as far as Agedabia. She oritical point in the pursuit hed now
been reached. Iuice before the British had advanced this fox and
had beern throwm baclk. Wavell had failed largely for political
reasons; Auchinleck had to retreat before an Axis counterabitack
largely because of his inebility to solve the supply problem, This
time, hovever, there was s difference: the battle in the Vesiern
Degert had the hirshest priority snd there would be no diversion
of troops unkil $he Axis was drivem from llorth Africa: Montgomery
and hls subordinates hed foreseen the sugpply problem end had laid
pleng for its solubtion in advance.

The British, however, had been in contimmous pursult for two
ueelks and a delay of three wveels at Benzasi vas necessary forrest
and consolidation of positions. llontgomery refused to commit hils
forees to what might be 2 major assaulbd until he vas sabisfied
that the supply problem had been golved. This invelved bringing
the nocessary supplies overland and transforming Bengasi inbto an
effective base. All motor transport in the Hiddle East vas
requisitioned and maximum wse was made of the railroad up to

Tobruiz, During the period 10 Iovember %o 17 December the railroad
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transported the major amount of war maberiel, 102,131 tons, Ko

small cuentity, hovever, cams by sea, Iy 1 December Bengasi was

= handling nesxly 1,000 tong daily and thls amount wos steadlly

7 increased until by 15 December the port was reported to be handling
2,000 tons of the estimated daily requirement of 2,555 tons for all
classes of .=.s~.1.p};-3.i.e£;.l’7

By the middle of December, then, the British had carried out
a pecegsary reorganization and thelr supply position hed improved
to the polnt where Montgomery was wllling fto contiaue the aldvance,
. The story of El Agheila resembles that of Il Alamein in many respecis,

The positions occupied by the opposing forces resembled each other

in that the Axis flank was based 2% one end on the ses and at the

a other on salt marshes and soft sands which made an outflanking
x movement 4iffieuvlt, At Agheila, as at Alemein, therefore, the
~ British vere committed to 2 fronbal assauli. Again there was a

heavy bombardment to soften up enemy defenses and a preliminary
. eir blitz against the enemyls airfields, supply centers, and troop

concentretions, The enemy landing grounds in the vieinity of
Hertle Arch vere singled out for attonbion and attacked repeatedly
by Pm=iQls of the S7th Group and light bombers of the RAF during
the first weelk in J\)racmn'ber.l8 According to one account the Allied
air force succeeded in driving the enemy alr force 90 miles Deyond

® the front line of ground troope.lg Immediately preceding the
attaclr on the Agheila positions the weight of air attack was shifted

- to forward enemy insballations,
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On 12 December under cover of intenmse artillery and air bonbards
ment the British began their offensive agzainst the Agheile position.
Rommel, however, had no idea of staging a repetition of the Alamelin
show by risking his depleted forces sgainst a fullescale assaulis.
It was estimated that by this time Rommel had 60 German and 45 Italian
fanks with approximately 40 armored ca.rs.zo 5iith no prospect for
substantial relnforcements Roumel began on the night of the 12%k to
withiraw his forces from lersa Broga and resume his retreat westward,
The fighter pilots of the 57th Group reached the peak of their
activity daring the Dattle of Bl Aghella, On the 13th a record
number of L7 indlividusal missions wers fiown and 76,000 pounds of
bombs ﬂropped.al In one engagement with the enemy two ME=109's ware
destroyed and others demsged at the expense of the loss of omne pilot.ga
The same type of bomblug and strafing missions were flown on the 14%h,
15th, and 16th.23
This time, however, the Axis was more successful in disengaging
its forces and dispersling fthe retreating columns so as to aveld
offering a concentrated target. Only once or twice were there
sufficiently large concentrations of enemy itransport to Jjustify the
use of light and medium bombers. On 15 December 36 Bostouns and
Baltimores and 18 Mitchells of the USAAF sscorted by Kittyhaulks and
P.40Vs attacked a concentration of motor vehicles on the coastal road
west of larble Arch and infilcied considerable damage-gé Contimning
the attack the next day the "Importurbables! dropped 80 bombs, 250

pounds each, on motor transport and antisiveraft batteries in the
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Wofilia area, After these two ettacks, however, there were no sult-
gble targets for iight bombers during the rest of the month. In
fact, the rebtreat assumed such momentun =and Janding grounds were g0
scarce that for the nexb three weeks targels were not avallable even
to fi.g}::t‘,e:mzt.a5

Vhile Ronmel was moving the remnants of his Panzer divisioas
across the lone and level sands of Libya, the IX Bomber Command was
tightening the noose in an attempt to cut him off from supplies znd
reinforcements, ERommel was racing for Tripoli, his next defemsible
position and the last Italian port in Horth Africa, The object of
the IX Bomber Command was to neuntralize Tripoll as a port and render
it a vorthless haven for the wily Rommel, Not only Tripoll but ports
of emberkation in Sicily, southern Itely, and Orete and coavoys on
the high geas g8 well were atbtacked unremittingly.

Cne of the chisf hendicaps to this program of strateglc bombing
in the Middle Dast wes, however, disbtance, The flight from the
Canal area to Tripoli and back was over 2,000 niles and to Sleily
or soubhern ltaly it was even farther, In order, therefore, to
shorten this distance somevhat it was decided to esbtabllsh an advance
hese 2t Gembub which is spproximately 30 miles east of Tobruk, By
the time the Bighth Avmy entered Bengasi the preparation of this
forward base at Gzmbut had begun. The principle of haste and
mobility was perhsps talten a step too fer vhen on Z1 November a
fighter plane of the 57th Group, evecuating L.G. 139 a2t Gambut,

collided with a B=25 of the 12th Group which was shubtling 1,000
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pound bombg from the Delta to Gembut for the use of the heovies of

. 26

. the 1X Bomber Command, The Gembut landing groond provided a base
- at which the heavy bombers could refuel before sznd after missions
e and added perhaps a S00-mile redius to their arc of potentlal

bonbing operations,
It was from the Gambut springboard that the first mission
agalnst Tripoli was carrlied out on 21 November, Flfteen Bw24D's
of the 98th Group were dispatched:s 9 turned back becsuse of weather
end mechaniczl fallures but 6 planes bombed the Harget using 20
’ American bombs, 1,000 pounds each., Approximately B hours later
8 Bw24D's of tke 376th Group dropped 40 bombs, 1,000 pounds each,

on the seme target. A direct hit on z warshonse and other hits on

- the princlipsl mole were claimed and large fires were reported
N resulting from the raid.27 Or. the following doy 8 Liberators of
- the 160 Squadron, under operational control of the IX Bomber
Command, carried out a further attack with the usual fires and
. explosions resulting.ga Other attacks were carried ocut on 26 and

29 November and thereafter reguler visits were mzde to Tripoli
until the port fell into Allied hands.zg
The B=17's which had been brought to the Middle Bast from India
by General Brereton were described at the time as "near cripples.t
Further wear and tear in the Hiddle East,zggravated by the omnipresend
. Qust which plagued engires continually and their limited range and

different performence chorecteristics made them unsuitsble for

» combined operations with the B=24%s, On 27 llovember six Bwl7ts
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carried out an attack on shivping and a floating drydock in
Portolago Bay, on Leros Island in the Dodecanese, Explosions and
fires regulted and two merchant ships were believed hit.so Thie
was the last mission of the B-17's in the [Hiddle Pastern theater
and in December the planes, together with some of their crews,
were transferred to the Twelfth Air Force.&

On 4 December the Americen heavy bombers struclk hard at Neples
for the first time. Twenty aireraft from the 98th and 376th Groups
attacked the shipping moles and the Itelisn fleet in the harbor.
Phe returning crews reported a mumber of hits on dock installations
and one direect hit and seversl near misses on a battleship, =2

32

crulser, and two additionsl shipg. Frelininary reconnalssance

showed a crulser lying on its side in the harbor and exbensive
damage to harbor f:a,ci.l:l.t:i.es.3:5 Tripoli wes sttacked next and then
e return visit was made to Naples. ZHits were observed on the moles,
in the dock area behind the moles, and on one merchant vessel.

Phis time, howevexr, one Americen bomber was brought down by the
heavy sntlaireraft fire at the harbor. The Italians, end doubtless
the Germans, reelized that Naples, as the chief on-loading Axis
port in the Mediterremean, would be a high priority target for
Allied Dombers, Antilaircraft defenses were therefore strengthened
and were, according to the crews of the 160 Sguadron RAF, of a
fiercensss comparable only to the defenses of the Rubr. #See
Neples and die,! became a grim jest in the messes at tho Delta

34
bases of the IX Bomber Command,
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One of the most remarkable feztures of air power is 1ie
5 versatility. 1t can be shified from one target to another and can
be assigned whatever tasks the situation demands or opportunlty
& offers., Information had reached Allled headquerters in the Hiddle
Bast that supplies and men vere being moved by the Axis on rall-
roads alonz the Tunisian coast from northern ports toward Iripoli.
On 15 December nine B-24D's of the 376th Group were dispatched to
bomb the round house and repzir shop at 8fax vhich merviced loce-
motives that mainteined the ecrucial railroad transportation.
. Seventy;twc American bombs, 500 pounds esch, obllterated the
targe‘b.us

The attack on Sfax was merely the opening gun in an serizl

K »

N barrage that was directed szainst Tunisian ports with increassing
- intonsity until the Axls wes driven from Horth Africa. About the
. middle of December, 18 heavy bombers of the 934 Group, on loan
from the Eighth Air Force, arrived at Gambut with the mission of
. bombing tergets in Tunigia affecting the Yorth Africen ceompalgn,
Yo sooner, however, had they srrived than the bad westher become
vorse end plasued their operstions until =fter Christmes. The
lull in operations, bovever, was ubilized to meke necessary
shifts in landirg grounds. It wae decided to amsign L.G. 132 at
Gambut to the 934 Group during its stay in the liddle East and to
o shift the zdvance post of the Deltawbased groups to L.G. 158, five

miles west., The forward echelon of the 12th Bombzrdment Group,

T ° however, bkad been stabioned there and the intrusion of the heavy
S R S
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bombers necessitated removal of the medlums to L,G. 142 which vas
,. approximately five miles eaet of Gam'but.se Between Christmas and
- Wew Year's the weather cleared sufficiently to permit attecks
r ageinst Tunis, Sousce, and Sfax by dembers of the 933 and IT6th
) Groups and the 160 Squa&ron.S? Hew Yearts was celebrated by an
attack on Tunis by the 28th Group in”which bits were scored on the
turnlng bagin and railrosd .j]l.umi::I.t'm.08 In the Hiddle Hast ralds
wers generally scheduled to be carried oub at last lighit in order
that the bombers might return from the target ares under cover of
. darkness, Vhen they zpproached their bases the lending field
was 1lluninated by flares andfor the hesdlights of trucks, The
rlanes v.:ereﬁgenerally brought down by means of signels from an
. Aldis 1amp.09
- ’ While the Tunisian ports vers being pounded 2 diversionary
“ atteck of considersgble proportion was being planned, BEver since it
hod fallen into the hende of the Axis, Crete had been a thorn in
‘ the side of the Britich in the eagtern MHediterranean, for on ifs
airfields vere based the bombers which vere attacking convoys in
the eagtern and central Mediterranesn and the harbors of Tobruk
and Eengasi vhich were now in British hands., In addition, reconnaise
sence planes based on Crebe ranged over the area and kept an eye on
British movements of rupplies znd men. In order to erasdicate thie
- mencce, and also to divert fighiters from Tunisia and Sieily, =
conbined attack on the alrdromes end landing fields in Crete was

- plenneds Be24's of the IX Bomber Command, Be25%s of the 12th
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o Hediun Borvardment Group and Beltimores of the 205 Group, RAF,
- besed at Derna, were to combine thelr strilting power to kit

Axis plenes on the ground snd render urmsshle the landing fields,
¥ Thirty-six Hitchells were scheduled to talte off and 12 succesded
in getting into the elr when an untimely dust storm of terrific
intengity reduccd visibillity to nll ard ground=d the other planes,
Fleven planes actuelly dropped bombs on the landing grourds et
Fereklion, The 36 Beltlrmores of the RAF vhich were cooperating
in this mission succeeded in teking off and attecked pord ix:stella»
. tions at Suda Bay and the Tymbekic airdrome dispersal areafo
The lending field at Derns was cleor so that 1% B-24's tock off
. ond each plene succeeded in droppg.ng twelve B00-pound bonbs each,
‘. on the Eostelll Fediada airdrome.-l
In spite of bed weether planer of the IX Bomber Commend continued
4 thoir atbecks agpinst Tuniclan ports znd on 7 Jamuery 25 B-24ts
from the 931, 98th, end 376th Groups took off to bomb Palermo.
. Before reaching the target 16 of the planes turned back because
of weather or mechonlesl failures, IHevertheless the 10 planes
reaching the target cought ite defonders unaveres sad met only
1ight, 3asccuraie, and lete antislrereft fire, Clouds prevented
any observation of the vesulte achieved. The next day planes of
the IX Boember Commend reoached ocut for enother new terget, Bizerte,
. but beecsuse it wes blenieted with 10/10 cloude they attacked
their slternste terget which wes .’J.‘uni.ss..é‘mB
N o In the early part of January 1943 intelligence wes received
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-';J;r air heeflguarters which indiczated that Eoiagiel wag withdreving
his recerves to Tripoli and beyond. On the night of 6«9 Jamuary
five BAF Libershorcs of the 160 Souasdron began & series of attacks
ageinst rocd junctions in the vielnity of Tripoli. Fhe work of the
Liberators in sprecding comfusion on the enenmyls supply route and
hindering his troop movements was supplemented by VWellingtons and
night-flying Hm'z'i.ca.nes.%s By the middle of Januery the meximum
gtrength vwhich the 180 Sousdron could mucter was six aged and
asthmatle Liberators, some of which hed more then 500 operational
hours to their credlt. ¥These nearcripples vers kept aloft only,
&s the historian of the IX Benber Command says, by ma?;n‘bene.nce
miracles and the indomitable character of thelr crews. “ There
is 2 report of an occasion on which one of these aircraft was
taken up by its crew with a full load of bombs and only three
engines functioning. He hoped the fourzh would cabtch once we were
in the alr, and it did," geld the pilots N By the 16th the 1€0
Squedron hed only two serviceasble planes and was finally forced
%0 retire to the Delte areas for major repalre and overbauls,

The LX Bomber Command carried on 4 war not only sgeinst Axis
supply but enemy morale as well. Agedn they hit In the most
vulnersble spots. FPropasends leaflebs entitled "A Thousand Veary
Hiles' depleted the hemghty Germans riding at top speed across the
decert sande from Alsmein %o Tripeli while the Italians, poor
suckers, had to walk the vesry woy. The leaflets promised honore

46
sble surrender to the bearer and not a few vere later redeemed.
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Begimnlng on 16 Januery the bombing of the harbor of Tripoll
took & slightly peculiar turn, The Allied bombers hed inflicted
severe damage on the horbor installeations and of the 28 merchand
vesgels in the port between 21 Hovember and the time of ite evacuem
tion by zhe Axip, eix, and possibly more, were dameged by bombing
attacks. ¥ By the niddle of Januwary it had become zpparent to the
Germansg thot they would have to gbandon Tripoli butb they were
determined %o deny ite nme to the Allies. Photo reconnzlssance
discloped that as early cs 6 January preparaticns for the demoli-
tion of the hurbor were being made, Fite for demolition cherges
vore noticed &long the moles and quays, It was apparent olso
that the Axis was floasting the vrecked ships end plecing them in
ropitlon to block the entrance to the harber, With the object
of preventing obstruction of the harbor 20 B-24ls of the 9%d and
98th Groups vere dispatched to bomd the wrecks.% To the crews
vho had been over Pripelil so many times this action geemed some—
wkat 1like sending coels to Neweastle, IEnven't we sunk tem
already?! vas likely to be their attitude, expressed or unexpressed,
The atbtacks on the dereliets were continued for the next six days
and during a weelkls time Allied Tiberntors carried 3\113 72 effectlive
gorties end dropped 364 bombs of 1,000 pounds esch, * Although
scme of the wrecks were immobilized the B~24's hed done their
vork too well in the first place and out of the mass of wrecks in
the harbor the Germans menzged to get four into place and to bloek

£0
comnleteoly the entrance to the harbor by 21 Januzry.
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lleanwhile the Allied borbers hed kept up thelr attacks against

other PFunislan ports which by this tine were belng pounded also by

. Allied bombers of the Twelfth Alr Force in Algerie, the RAF in
& Yaelte, ond the Royal Lovy. The Allied anaconda sirabegy vas

beginning to work and gradually zll life would be squeezed from

the Axis in lorth Africa, The followlng tcble shove the estimated
Bl

effecct of these combined opcrutions ageinst the ports of Tunisles

Yormel Jally Diecharge Average Dolly Discharge, Jan, 1943
Tunis 2,400 tons 700 tons
. Bizerte 1,800 torns 1,000 tons

Sousce 1,500 tons 200 tons
Sfex 1,500 tomns 200 tons

. Gabes 300 tons il

: By the first of January 1943 Rommel's Panzer divisions had

v retreated epproximetely 250 miles leyond Il Aghells to the vieinity

of Busrat. The psuse ab Dl Agheila had given the Germons the
. opportunity to sow the vhole roube with mines zmd boeby traps

which hindered the British pursuit. Nonbgomery hed sent a flying
column around the mine flelds vhich on 15 December cucceeded in
intercepting a vortion of Rommel's rearguard at a place called
Vadi lMztratin, 65 miles west of Aghella, This zdvance force was,
hovever, tco small %o cloge the btrop and the nalnp body of

- liontgomeryts forces continued to be hindercd in its progress by
the mines. Euerat, like Aghelle, offered neburc) cdvanbages ag

o defensive mocitions it was protected on one flank by the Wadi

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
-

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

et TN IR T TN

- o ow R
&

L RS AGI  1
0 Zemzem, 2 rock-strewm gully, and on the other by the coastal marshes.
- A line of tank traps and fortified strong points mude the positlon

formidable enongh for the Germans to be able to put up 2 delaying

‘ action, «
Again, hovever, Hommel had no intention of committing his forces

to a major engrgement. A foy probing thrusts by the British were
the signal for resumption of the Axis retrest. Dividing his foreces,
Montzonary struck with one foree slong the rosd =nd vith the other
several nilon inland. By nightfall on the 165h the vhole Buerat
position had been clesred and the pursult was again in full swing.

During the first weel in Jenuary air activity over the forward

. area vwag limited by bed wenther and by unavoldable delay in moving
'- Allied fighters to forward lznding grounds. A" party of the 57th
. Group moved ocut of Belondsh the last day of December snd arrived

. at Hamraiet 41, or Hamraiet Worth, on 5 Jammavy, During this

neriod of limited allied activity the German Air Force displayed
’ an unusually aguressive spirit. Yo sooner had the convoy c;f Al
party moved into its comp ares then it was bombed by 24 enemy
fighter-bombers, These raids vere repented three or four times
daily for the next three days and rosulted in casusltles smong
infentry vorkxing on the sirdromo end smong the antialreraft c:mws.sa
Tha plencs of the 57th Group arrived at their new landing
- grounds on 9 Janusry ond almost inmedistely were dispatched on

lgopemblel mizeione sz well as escort missions for reconnslssance

-

iy e gy

TR e TNTTv T TasT
o, N “ oz

- Pl oe s v A

i )
~ L ’l - T _ o
BRSO YT O O el

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

- - 3 Ve Pﬁ‘\
):‘: SR e N e -:" ks 14 ‘?\V" - ‘ ' }' \
> e . a L
i . - AT e T 9 -
Ty B s S PR
T e - ™ -
planes, The roesnult was that the Axis air forco became much less

bold in its activities sgainst forward bases of the A11ies. On 15
Jamuery bthe Dighth Army resumed its advance and although some
resistance wes offercd Guring the first day the enemy evacuated the
Buerat position during the night of 15-16., Froof that Rommel
intonded the fighting ot Buerat to ropresent a delaying action
only is offered by the fact that the 2ot Armored Division wvas
withiravm from the Buerat position two days before the British
resumad the OffEnBiVB.54 On the first day of the battle thers
were still no suitable targets in the forward battle area for
the B=25ls but P=40%g of the 57th Group carried out bombing
and strefing misalons sgaingt groups of vehilcles north of Gheddshia,
These activitles wera continved for the next three dsys (16, 17,18
Jarmary) vhen en order was received for the 57th Group to move
to a new lending ground, Darragh VUest, The planes arrived at
thelr new landing ground on 18 Jamusry and continued their fighiterw
boaber attacks against the enemyls retreating columns.55

The repld advance of the Eilghth Army hed foreed the enemy to
withdraw hisz aircraft from advonced landing grounds znd on 17
January alr recomnalcssnce roporied nesrly 200 enemy aireraft
concentrated on the Castel Benito alrfield, 20 miles south of
Tripola..ss ©his meant that there wos a ocultable target for light
borbers, and on the night of 18-19 January 9 B-35 alrcraft of the
12th Bomberdment Group in cooperation with Bostons end Boltimores

of the RAF bombed the sirdrome and inflicted widespread demages
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The attaclzs on the Castel Benite sirdrome were contimued through
the 21st when several aireraft were dostrored or denzged and the
ploughing of the airfield was interrupted, > Withdrawing from
Castel Benlto the Axis alr forece moved to Punisian bases znd on
22 January began a series of fighter~bomber and bomber attacks
on the Ben Gardene snd MHedenine landing grounds.ss

By 20 Jamanry the Eighth Army had captured Tarbuna end the
port of Homs. Hhese actions were supperted by fighter-bomber
attacks on gun positions and enenmy rearguards. During the nexd
three days both fighters and medium bombers of the USAAR in
cooperation vith the RAT maintained constant pressure szainst the
eneny columna retroating west of Trimoli. Hommel made no real
effort %o defend Tripoli, His object vas now to reach bthe
Hareth Line which offered one of the strongest defensive positions
ipn North Africa. VWhen he wes in the viclaity of Buerat, lontgomery
had ggaein dlvided his army into two forces, one of which was to
advance tovard Tripoll, olong the cosst, while the other was to
drive eround the southorn end of Hommel's line and advence from
the south., Zhe two jaws of the pincers gradually end surely
closed, On 23 Janwary 1943 Tripoll fell and the Itzlien Empire
ia Africa passed into history.

The Iilnth Alr Force in the Vestern Desert campalgn contribused
one of the oubstanding achievenents of the Army Air Forces in the
sarly stages of Vorld Var 1I. EKeavy bombers entered the Middle

Hast at a time of exitreme emergency in the spring of 1942 end made

- Tvw !
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;:n immediate and effective contribubion in saving the cansl srea
P for the Allled conse. The B=24's attecked stratesgic targets in

southern Burope, ports of entry, ports of embarkatlon, end Axis
- convoys on the high seas. Thece migsions played an important
role in denying Rommel the neceesary relnforcements and supplles
and contribtubted immeasurebly to his ultimate defeat,

The alr sunport given to the Bighth Avmy by our medium and
fightor groups vhich followed the heavy bombers to the Hiddle
Hast was o significant contribubion to the Allied offensive which
has not been sufficlently emphagized., With the sources avallable

it is nob poszsible to stabe with mabthematicel precision vhat

- proportion of the totul alr effort was performed by plloits of the
. Hinth Alr Force., Availsble sources seem, however, bo polnt to the
v conclusion that before and during the battle of El Alemeln fighters

« of the Hinth Air Force flew from one-sixth o one-tenth of the
total sorties ﬂt;\-m and scored approximately 40 per cent of the

. total victories over esnemy airveraft, On the sdvance soross
Cyrennica, U. 5. fightere vere carrying out approximately one-
fourth of the missions and by the time they reached El Agheila they
vere flying one-third ond oceasionally one-half of the total
fighter sorties, Vhen the Zighth Arny reached El Agheila the 12th
Medlun Bombardment Groupr moved to forward landing groundis and
assumed on cstimated one~third of the medivm. and light - bonber
tasir which they maintained until the fell of Tripoli. 3By 23

® Januery 1943 U,S, fighters hed destroyed upuard of €0 enemy sircraff
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agalnst the loss of less than helf that many theuselves.

- Phroaghout the entire period covered by thie study the Winth
2ir Force acled in cooperation with the RAF and carried out

x operations in support of the British Dighth Army, The British
had been fighting in the Vestern Degert for two years and had
tuilt up o body of exporience from vhich the Americens were able
to profit greatly. Literally, the Allled alr foreces went %o
school in Horth Africa, for the Vestorn Decert was o proving
ground for both tactice end organizotion which were later uged

. vith telling effect against the Axie in Durope. In summariziag

the contribution made and the experience gained it would be

N difficult to improve upon the words of llaj. Gen. Lewis H. Brerston,
. who commanded the first American air forece to participate in
59

’ large-scale cperatlons szainst the German Army:

. I feel that we have carried a logical share of
the load znd that we have struck a telling blow against
the enemy. VWithout the complete cooperation of the
Royal Adr Foree ond without our coumplete cooperatlon
with then, alr pover could not have played the vital

. role it has in this battle. Tripoli would not now be
in Allled hands, 1 em proud to command the Winbth Alr
Yorce, ond extremely proud of ocur mssociation with the
Foysl Air Force. Togoether we ghall nove forward to
even gréater succoss,
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4 fus, 42,
fobeg cpd Leecong on Onorotions ip fhe Dddle Jnab, IS Cammaism
Study o, B, 14,
Inid,

Did,
Inid,
History of the 13%th Eombordimen’t Groum,
Inborvicuy with Col. Curtic R. Iow, 23 July 1843 ,L.fo'.: intervle:_? .
Ibid.
-1-8302, Coiro to AGUAR, MISID 1385, 17 Son. 49,
History of the 12%th Pombardmont Groum.
Lov interview,
ihid.
MMoiniobrotive History of the U, 3. Winth Lir Force.
B7th Fisnter Groun,
I1bid.; Eecord of Combal Acbivitles,/propmred by Col., Arthur G,
galisvuxry.
aj. Porter R, Chondler, The B88th Mghicr Scvadron from Alamein
to Tunle., This unit hictory uas eoopilcd by linjor Chandler,
intelligonee officer of the 65th Tishter Squndron, from oripginnl
gources and ig in his possession. I% io by far the most comlebe
record of any single unit operating in the liddle Tass vhich has
come to tho ~ttention of the uriter.
Ihid,; Adminigtrotive Hisbory of the U. 8. Uianth Air Torce.
Comments Obtoincd from Brig. Geon. Auby C. Stricizland, UG, IX
Flouter Conmond, 23 Jon. 1943, ian AAG 312.1b, Cnerptions Librs.
Col, Fran®® lleors stoated that the counadron comumandeors and all
flight leaders were cent owk to tho desert to operante under
the 3334 Yines, TAE. Interviev vith Sol. Fren’t Hears, 10 Aus.
1943,
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o7, Cutline History of the 57th Flgater Grown, nroporcd by Hubers
0 L. Allensworth, asst. groun intclligence officer.
T
- £8. Commeads Cotoined froa Brig. Gen. Avdy §. 3trichlond, 23 Jon.
“ 1943, in ALG 312,10, Onerations Lirs,
2 89, EFecord of Combat Actilivitles, 57th Fighter Grow.
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Cl-I1-2455, Coiro to ARJAR, AL 186, 7 July 42.
1hid,

Brereton, Flireed Alr Swmwort in the Libyan Dosertt Larereton
Togort/, in ATIEI files,

The terns here used ars defined in [liddle Engt Treinins Pamphled
o, 3b, enbitled "Dirset Alr Swwoort,? isgued by GHG, ILATF & HO,
Ra¥, 1L], They 4o not necossarlly repregent official usaze or
jactical docirine of the USALY,

BAn Abstract of an Interview of Colonol Bonner Tellers' by
Current Intelligence Scc., A=3, 1D Aug, 1243, in A-2 Library.

"Operationnl Totes for Light Bomberc in the estera Dasers,V
Libya 9915, in A-2 Tibrary.

Tortraste from o Report on o Visit o the 1ddle Pastl by Alr
Unrehnl Sir Arthur 8. Barrols Alr Officer Commmnding-in-Chief,
Arsy Co~operation Command LBarratt Reyorﬂ , in A®ATS, Py, 115,
I Training Pamphlet Tlo, 3b; Brerobon Report.

Parrat: Eesort.

Ibid.

Brereton Renort.

EarratiReport; inj. Gen. G, L. Scott statcd: "Cround froops in
division znd smnller uwniltco are not air ninded, don't Imov vwhab
the sir ean do for then, don't know tho help they could give
air units, ond are indifferent %0 ond afraid of close gir
rupport. ! Whoorvations ond Activities in the lilddle Zash, M

24 July 1942, in A-2 DLibrary.

Earrats Revort,

Cperationel Ilobtes for Ligﬁt Dombors in the Vestern Desert.”
Brerclion Ecportb.

Ixid.

Brersaton Foport; Ol-II-2233 (8-24-42), Coiro o AG, lSNE 333,
21 Ang. 42. 5 ¢ TyAuels or, o
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. 18, Ibid. :
o 19. Earrci:Report.

20, ZErerchon Remordy IIL11, Dogert fonquecst, 49-50,

s 2l., Moweratiomnl Totces for Light Bombors in the Wostern Desert, ™
Ijor Lodgo kmew of ot least threc instanceg of the RAT bombing
Britieh troeps thile he vag in tho Sestern Desert., "Inderviey
udth lzd. Eoury Cobot Lodge III, 7 July 1942,4

22. Breowvoton Zoport; Barra¥ Ronort.

23. Brevobon Remorb.

24, "Cperctional liobes for Ligat Eombors in the yestern Desort,®
. 25. Lhid,

26, Ikiq,

. - P 1
87. Worentlve of tho Batile of El Alewein,! ilitory Abtache Remort,
. Coiro, 18 Dee, 1942, Byt 9910, in A-28 Library.

2 28, Wlir Attocke of Adwflelde: 4 voview of llethods Ldopbed and
wesmons Used from the Conncnecment of the Var to the Summer of

. 1823, isoued by the Alr 1dniebry, Senwbewbor 1943, Sritich
Totre 2670 (1948), in &-2 Iibrary. According o thir remort,

u during tho sumucr of 1942, #tho enemy eoumcnoed to drop croustoot
gellies on nirflelés, fThense soiltes uvere consiructed of cheot metel
about 1/16 inch thick, welded into the schamo of a charn-cdsed
fourpointcd nyranid, vith o tose of aboub 3 inches and camouflored

o to dlend wyith the toryain. They vere drovmed in large aumuers
from conteinors witah tho intention of nuncturing. airevaft tires.
Thece goikes uore ewocble of dolng cerious dauase to tires, morbicu-
lorly on hord ground vhick uns covered by o fow inches of pulvericed
coil. COnee thelr prescince vas lmotm, housver, most of them eould
be clecrsd wo, bub o fev inevitebly vere wmiloeoverod, and poten-
tiodly dansorous. Thelr use has not Doen continwed to any oxtent,
alihourh &% one verlod they vere dropwed in large nwitbers ia
conjunction vith bombo in nizfht stincke,

=9, Thiga,
. 20, Luid.
i 3l. "he Padtle of Znwet," BAE Li8dle Toat Hovicr o, 1 (lmy-Ioe,

1842), 20,
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o 32, hic,
= 33, Ibid,
) 34, Ibid,
:. 25, Uotegs frorn: Therbroo of Yor, o, 14: Uestern Dosert ond Qurepaics,
Lugost-Doconber 1942 [Hotes, Im. 14/,
36, Inid,
37. 'Tae Eottle of Ioypt.," 30.
38. CI-II-0BED, Csziro to AGVAR, MBI, 2 Sep, 43,
39, loteg, o, 1.
¢ 40, GI-IT-15674, Goiro bo AGUAR, ,AUSIS 1089, 5 Sen. 42; Tho Zattlo
ol Boyot,? 24,
€1, Ihigd.
- 42. Inid.
° 43. Cu-IT=1518, Cairo to LAGUVAR, -MINILI 1098, % Sen. 42,
. at,  Ibid
- 45. '"The Babtle of Zoypth,w 24,
46.  Ibid.
. 47. Ql.IT.1566, Czire to ACOTAR, OIBLD 1116, & Son. 42.
43. MMhe Jattle of eyt , ¥ 38,
49, Cl-IU-15800, Coiro o AGWAR, (ANELIS 1107, 4 Sen. 40.
80, Ibid,
5l. CL-IT-1970, Ceiro to ARVAR, -ASID 1127, B Sen. 43,
. g2, Indd.
. 53, Uobes, . L4
- F4, "rhe Battle of Zoymb.,t 34,
= . 65, Ipid., 85.
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Y 56, Ibld., 26.
- 57, CI-II-1138, Ocire to AGUAR, ANSIE 1060, 2 Sen. 43,

58, QU-II~ 9235, Calre %o AGULLH, AUEHE 1182, 5 Sen. 42.

f 59, Higtory of the 12th Bombardiment Growo,
6C. Low interview.
6l. 'he Zottle of Zgypt,t &7,
62, Record of Combat Activitles, 57%h Figater Groun,
€3, Irnddg,

. 64, Uihe Dottle of Lzynd," 83,

68, [Ibid,
66, (I-IN-11018, Coiro 4o AGUAR, 0IISIUE 15B7, 26 So». 42,

. 67, CU-IV-6377, Ociro Bo AGAR, SUISIE 1239, 14 Sep. 43.

° 63, C-I-13081, Gairo to AGUAR, AMSIE 1607, 22 Sen. 42. Figurcs

. for the latior half of Senbenbor cre not avoilable, #The Pobtle
3 of Zeymt, ! 87,

69, Ibid,; Ci-II-11468, Calro to AGHAR, ANTID 1832, 25 Sen, 42,

70, Ibid.
. 71, Horgan, Hictory of the INinth Bomwbor Command: Administrative

History of the U, 8, ilinth iir Force.
72, Ikid,

73, QI-IN-2v67, Cairo to AGUAR, AMISIID 22689, 6 lov, 42,

74, liorgan, Bistory of the Finth Zomber Jommeond,

76, lihe RBattlo of Tgzypk,® 38,

- . 78. History of the 12th Romboriment Group; Oli-II-GE77, Cairo to
" ;&G’;L\-R, ;;::L‘Lisim 1899’ 3.4 SCPo 4:3&
- ?7- Iﬁio
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. 78, CQIL.TI-04E63, Coiroe to AGUAR, MISLE 31811, 10 Oet. 42,
4 79. Lov intorviow:; A Short History of the 1l2th Donbariment Grow,
- delivered 57 llay 1948 by !=j. B. B. Thormson before the

Intelligence Officers! Conforcnce, in AFIHL Diles.
. B0, Iuid.
31. Lov intvervieuw,
B2, Thormoon, Short Hisbtory of the 15th Zembordnent CGrowm,
83, Bfarretive of the Bnttle of Il Alauaein. ¥
84, Irerebon Henorts.
85, Ibld,
86, ‘Warrabtivo of the Zaittle of Tl Aloncin, ¥
€7, ZIrereton Bewori,
. 83. Ihid.
= £€9. C-IF-10345, Cairo to AGVAR, -.alldld 2080, 2+ Oct. 42.
¢€0. DBrereton Ievort.

91, UBAAF in 110 Perlodic Intellipgence Sumwmary, 325 Oct. %o 1 ITov,
1842, There ic some doubt thot the figurco glvon here include
£ll tho sorties flowm by the 86th Tighber Squadrom., Frior %o
19 llovember 1842 the GOtL was operating under the omerational
o econtrol of the 234 Ming, BAF. llaj. Porter R. fhandler, A-2 of
the G6th, sbobed ip a memorsmius to llj., V. ¥, Oroven, Chief,
Conbat Operctionsl History 3r., AFIEL, 22 overber 1944 MI
Imov from morsornal exocrience that e uvere cometimes commlctely
out of ftouch wlth the 57th CGrowo Heodowoarbers. Ue tricd to pend
our goriie reportc durlng thic poriod thru both British sznd
Arierieon chonnele, I lknov that Suring the pericd of the ZBotile
of Alanein our ovn soucdron war ruaning thres to five nlgsions
por daysy and I don's mov vhether thege ever Jot into the official
figoroo for the B7th. !
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ilarrotive of the Dottle of TL Alomein'; Alon loorchesd, & Nenxr
of Battle (Lonfonm, 1%43), 220-21,

e Babtbtle of AL Aemein," [Hiitary Fewier, XXIII {Cot. 1945),

33—3‘3’“
Interviow vith Col. Robert @, Card, 31 Doe. 1942 [Gord intorvieyw/.

Lt., Col. J. B, C. ZTrreit, "Rowort on Commber Babtery ork at
5L Alomelin, July-iov. 10-’3,“ IHlitory Intelligonce Div,,
Daropeon Ualld, Briftich Tmpire Dr.

% 4o Interceding to noteo in this conmection that tho United
Stabes Turnirhed 21 Diegel locomotiver for tho Lochtern Dosert
roiluny. The Diesel englzne is narticulorly sulted for deogerd
onercbiong bocauwse 1t regulres much less vaber thon the sbeawm
logomotive, 8Echind thoe Britich Vietory in Yorth Africa: The
Bilory of Buwply," [_'bv a Iritich offlecer/ Dorcisnm Affoirg, KXIT
(fom. 1914), BE-353

Lhid,

Conmlote statlictics on logsses infliectod on Axln ghipning alter
the arrival of the U. 8. heavy bonbers in the ddle bost arc
not available fo the writer. IHotinntes vary vabt apporontly the
mon'bhly lospes of Jxie shipnibg bound for Worth African norts

ge fxyom 10 oxr Z0 mer cent to 40 or EO nmor cenid. Sece Breroton
Rc::}oru cnd larratlve of the Battle of I Alameln,®

UWinrrative of the Jattle of 1 Alemoln, !

Irclvdes Sicily, Gresco, ond Crete for Axle oir forces in Morth
Africon theaber.

Gord interview.
Lbid. .

Alexonder G, Clifforﬂ., he w Q;E. M_h. AEnion A
(Boptor, 1943), 334 Afrien, 18460-19¢

Lt. Gol. B, 1. 2, Carvor [tritich/, A Shord Figtory of the Scw, enth
Mr_e_mmn. _ss_oﬂlm b0 lnr 1245 fHistory of Zth
Armored. Ei_;,ima, ~I7.10366, Cairo to AGUAR, MNED 2109,
AJ') OC%. ‘Lf.is ca

o
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' 14, “The Babitle of Uzynt," 40,
- 15, O1-ID-1083, Gairo to AGJAR, All5.40 2116, 25 Oet. 42,

16, 3Broreton Tenoxt.

17. Zeporis of the cetual number of gortles corrlied out wvary from 43
to 84, The figurc 48 is given in "Bobtle of Cxynt,t 41, uhile
the fimre 54 is given in Cl-II-1083, Cciro to AGJAE, XIS 2116,
26 Cet, 42,

18, oIantry of UBLAE,Y pages 94-86, reporls 92 effcctive corties slile
Cli-IN-1083, Cairo to AGVAR, -Al508 2116, 25 Oct. 42, revoria 108
gortieg,

19, linj., Porter R. Chendler, Hiastory of the 66%h Fighter Sguadron.

9 20, Ol-IN-}0%6C, Ccire bo AGUAR, [ANSLD 2109, 75 Oct. 42,
2L, Morrative of the Bnttle of Il Alauein. ¥

22, HBistory of 7ih Armored Divigion,

¢ 23, "Batile of Dgyph,t 48; GU-IN-11704, Colro o AGVAR, AUSIR 2133,
& 27 Det. 42.

: 24, Ibid.
* 25. "Intry of USALFP,Y 94-95.

26, Marrstive of tho Enttle of Bl ilomein. ®

. 37, "Iho 3abtle of Jowpt. ! 42; CI-IN-11994, Calro to AGUAR, aliSim
2162, 23 Cet., 43.

23. (-IN-11994, Cclro to AGVAR, AMISLD 2163, 23 Cet. 43.
29. H"prrotive of the Eattlo of I Alqmein, ¥
20, Erereton Renort,
Zl, FEecord of Combnt Activities, 57th Flghter Groun.
« &2,  Ihid,
&3. fMlarrative ol the Zattle of Bl Alomedn, #

34, Ibid,
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. 55, ON-IT-€29, Oairo to AGUAR, .#UISILT 2251, 2 lov. <2.

36, Warrabtive of the Battle of Bl Alsmein. ¥

37. Ibid.
-3‘ 38, iIntry of USAAY, W 2498,
39. Broreton Feport:; Lour interviev.
£0. OlI07-834&, Coiro to AGVAR, AIRIIL 2370, 2 lov. 42.
41, l=j. C. H. liorgan, History of the linth 2omber Command,
£2, CI-Ill-884, Colro to AGUAR, AAEIE 3270, 2 lov, 42; Cl-Il-0Q0473,
Goive to AFVAR, AIEID 2086, 1 Mov. 423,
. 43,  (i-I-R41%, Goiro to AGULR, -ALIBILD 2323, 5 Mow. 42,

44, According to onc account, thoe 1€4th Divigion was reduccd to 26
per cont of itg sbtrength, the Italian Trento Divisgion had been
practically wined oub, ond the 0th Light hod maffered heavy

y casnnities. lnr Office leclhly Intellirence Gormentnoey To. 169,

4 o 11 Wov. 1842.

45, History of 7th Armored Divicion.

) 46, taj. Gen. R. Brigse [Britichf, YEL Alameln end Bl Homma: Lecture
to School of Tan: Tochnology, 2 Jovember 1943,1t AGO, Operztions
Br., Aunclysls Tiles Subsec., 8—4:—211/43.

o 47, Wiorratlve of the Eabttle of L Alpuoin,®
48, '"fThe Tatbtle of Isyph,Y pase 48, glves the figure B85 uhlle the
Broroton Reoport glves 685 sortles earried ouf in 20 borber andé

fighber-bomber nissiong.

49, Q@-I-1705, Cairo to AGVAR, AT 3308, 4 Fov. 42; "Battle of
.t.g:,:nt 4 AZ-AL,

50, Inid., 44,
- 51, ILaid,
* F9. Cl-II-1705, Osire to AGUAE, .JuiSil 5306, 4 lov. 42,

1
Y
L4

Braccuon Tenort; Cl.IN-2080, Oairo bn AGGAR, .aWISIS 2330,
= o Hov., 4B,

[
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’ £4. (U-IN-1859, Calvo to 4B :.m. CAUSID 2514, 4 Tov. 42.
- 55, WZabtle of Haynt," 44,

56, Q-IN-7080, Cairo to LGUVAR, AUBIE 2380, b Lov. 42.

fu 57. iax Offico VWegldy Intelllospeo Cormagniory Uo, 169, 4-11 Fov. 1943,
B3, Q-IU=0080, Goiro bo AGUAR, SUIBIE 5820, 5 Uov.e 42,
B9, 11937, Csiro to AOVAR, LD 2837, & Wov. 42,
60, C-II-1673, Czire to AGUAR, AISNT 2321, 4 Iov. 42.
61, Wihe Taitle of Topot, U 45,

. 62. llobeg, o, 14,

€3, Warrntive of the Zottle of IL Alaonein, !
éé. O -II-2706, COniro to AGUAR, ,MIELLD ZBG6C, 6 ov. 43.

i £6., Warrabive of the SPth Fiater Groun,

* 86, CU-IT-Z025, Calro to AGJAR, ,AISITS 2238, 7 lov. 42,

. 67. UMarrativae of tho Battle of Bl Alamein,tt
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. 1. CU-II-8940, Coiro to AGVAL, - AISIE 2420, 9 Iov. 49,
2, Iotns, Ho. 14,
X
© 3., Cl.II.5737, Cairo to AGUAR, AISHE P03, 13 Tov. 42,
4w 0U-I-5233, Coiro to AGUAR, ASUD 2587, 16 Hov. 42.
5., lotes, o, l£.
6. T"Me Babttleo of Bzynt,® 46,
7. Vintry of USAAR," 249G,
. 8. Icged on informamtbion obtained in ibid., 47, cad in History of the
66th Fighitor Souadron.
9, Fistory of the &6th Fighter Squmndron.
- 10, Xbid.
® 1l. Ibid.
M 12, A Historleal Hretch of the Combabt Onerations of the 79th Fichter
Groum; Harrative of the 57th Fighter Growp.
13, For cxperimerts in lov-altitude bouwbing ond leccons learned, ses
Ploogbd Hesion of 1 Avsuet 1943, AAT Historienl Studies Uo. 6,
. 14, CLIU-11383, Coiro to ABVAL, AUSIE 3763, 25 Nov. 42.
18, Inid,
16, #Echind the Britich Tictory in Iorth Africa: The Story of
Smoal““ EJJ o Pritich officer/, Doreirn Alinirg, XXII (Jzm,
1244), 323,
17. Cl=-IN-3839, Oalro to AGVAR, ANSID 2951, 4 Doe. A42: GU-IN-69853,
Cairo to AGJLL, 2SI 3260, 16 Dec. 42,
o~ 18, Q-I-E367, Onivo to LGWAR, 81811 8045, S Dee. 43; Cl1-I11-4816,
. Coiro to AGUAR, MEBIIE 3108, 10 Dee. 42; History of the G&th
Fighter Squadron,
L
.- . b R
3 M U,
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. 19, Ibid,
» 0. C.-II-4753, Cairo to AGUAR, ,AISITI 3342, 11 Dec. 42,
2l. Cemnt. H, L. Allecnsvorth, Oubline History of the 57th Pightor
i Grouy,
-
= 22, CQU-IF-665L, Ccivo to AGMAR, .80 3210, 15 Doo. 42.

23, ClU=-Il-6933, Calro to AGAR, AlSIS 3041, 16 Die, 42; 1L10-7384,
Coiro fo AGUJAR, AAEILS 3283, 17 Dec. 42; (ImIN-7372, Caire to
AGOR, AMIEIE $236, 17 Dae. 42.

2%, "¥ae Battle of Zuymt,! 43.

20. Higtory of the €6%h Fighter Seuadron; Cl-IU-7572, Calro to 4AG.AR,
AR 3336, 17 Deo. 43,

26, Hictory of the llinth Pomber CGomiaand,

&7, CL-IH-102378, Celroe bo AGULE, AUELD 2716, 28 Iov, 42.

* 28, CIL-I-10078, Cairo o AR, MIBILI 2719, 23 Nov. 42,
® 22, OU-IN-11883, Cairo to AGUAR, ,AUSUd 2808, 27 Yov. 42; ORIN-13034,

Caivo to AGUAR, AIBUY 2571, 20 Yov., 42,

20, Current Intelligence Sumuary 1447, 23 Jov. 1942, in AFINT files.

31, History of the Uinth Pomder Commsnd,

32, CI-IT-27%9, Cairo to AGVAR, MBS 19%), 5 Dse. 42,

. 28, QCU-I-3290, Cairo to AGUVAR, AURT 2038, 7 Dec. 42,

&4, Hiatory of the lTinth Bomber Commznd,

36, Cl-If-788<&, Calro to AGVAR, ,LUISiLJ 3268, 17 Dee. 47

&6. The L3th Pomburdument Groun was by thin time (23 Deceabor 1242)
geoaratod into three parts: some vere locabed at L.G. 88, come
b L.G. 143, ond some atb linorun, Unit History of the 13%h

Bomtordzont Growo.

- g7, QLIT-12210, Coirc o AGTAR, 2MSUE 2808, B2 Tec. 42; CI-I.-13133,
Sciro o AGUAR, ,wlEE 2563, 30 Dee. 42.
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Higtory of the Iinth Tomber Corusmand,
Told,
CU-IN-E03L, Coiro to AGUAR, AUBID 3608, B Jon, 42,

Hgtory of the Mnth Zomber Commond; (I-II-2188, Calro to AGLLE,
+ABUE 3781, B Jaa, 48,

Oi-117-5083, Coiro to LGAR, AUBUIE 2823, 10 Jan, 43.

YPorvard to Turias,® BAL 1Hddle Izet Bevlew I'o. 2 (Jen.-ir.1943), 8,
Higtory of the Uiath Bombor Corcinnd,

Ioid,

ihid,

iRcgort on Trinoll Horvor from 21 lovembor 1042 Lo Its Evoeuntion
by the Axis Forees,? [MRoport on Tripold HorborH/, !fHddle Zast
Interpretetlon Thit, RAF, in AFIHI files.

i-I-2084, Onivo to AGVAR, AMINID 2021, 18 Jan., 43.

Foruard to Tunin," RAF Uiddle Inat Revigy Yo, B (Jon. -z, €43},
13,

Report on Trinoll Earbor,!

"Fornrd Lo Funig, " 13,

Bigtory of the 66%h ITirabter Squndron.

Tha vord Yeoromble! in borrowed from RAF fecrminology. I mesns

a aigalon in vhich tho fishters are ordered ofl fhe ground in o
hurry, vithout advonce tricfing, for the pumapose of intercentions.
froruard to Tumis, ™ 10,

CI-IT-9185, Ooiro to &GVAR, uIBID 7086, 20 Jon. 43,

Porunrd to Tunis,® 10.

Ihid.; 0i-ITT-8338, Cairo to AGUAR,:MISLG 2106, Z1 Jan, 43,

L
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Honrnoo Tlles

It hos Deen neceseory to rely heavily on eable and rodio negsages
for the period June 1942-Jonuvary 1943, All rosoares clied aore filed
in the AAY lleogazs Center and/or in AFIHL files. Uge wan also nmade
of the A-2 Suwmury files, compiled chiefly from rodio mespoges, ond
nov dorordtod in APIHI files.

Iepords

Alr Abtacelzs of Airficlds:

A Revieu of liothods Adoptod and Vexoons

Used from COommonccaent of the 'ar to the Suwier of 1243,

Mz linichry,

Septeouber 1243,

Sritich wire 2670, ACG/AT, Intellisence, Colleetion

Iivision, Rocecption Bromch [fhereinaficr clécd as A-2 Librovy/.

Sowmtbor Battery Vork at Tl Alamein, July-Joverber, 1942,
Commiled by Lt. Col. J. 3. C. Tryett, Nilitary Intelligence Iivision,
Eritich IDoolro Srench, Huropean Unit.

Iireet Jir Sugnort in the Libyran Dagert, 28 lky to 21 Ausust

1943 and Sumplemont,

Leuvig H. Brerobon.

19 Cetober to & Ioveuber 12942, by liaj. Gen,

APTHI filen.

1
Lircet Adlr Swort—-Frecis of a Locture in the liddle East. livie,

Cairo, 10 Wov. 1942,

Db 8570, A2 Library.

. Alancin and 21 Hoooos

Lecture to_Cchool of Temb: Technoloswy,

2 lovewbor 1043, by Inj. Gen. R. Briggs [Britich/. AG0, Opcrations
Eronch, Analysig Fllces Subsection,

Twployment of Avtillery in the 2obt4le of EL Alousin, 1L A,
Zoport, Coiro, 12 Doe, 19432, Libya 9870, A-2 Idibrary.

Dxtrochn from o Rovort on o Visit to tho 111ddlc ast by Alr
liarehnl Sir Arthur S, Barrat, Alr 0fficer Coumrndins-in-Chief,
Army Co-overciion Comnond, 27 Anmuet-9 Scotember 1942, WP-7 lE,
ATAEP iles,

. J
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Tifhter Roles in Coopcration vith other Forces. Iscucd by the

Alr Mindctry, 1 lay 1943, Inglond 9915, A-2 Library.

Legcons from Oporations of the Iew Zealond Division in Cyrennleo.
. A. Report, Colro, Ioyot, 22 lley 1842, Tibya 9675, A-2 Lidrary.

Torrative of the Eattle of Bl Alonein., I, A. Repord, Gairo,
18 Dec, 1942, Esypt S918, A-2 Librory.

Coorstionnl Totes for Light Dombors in the Weebern Dasert,
Libyo 9915, A-3 Librery.

Ezdio Coamunicoation of the RAF in ‘ectern Degert. 1I. A. Pevort,
Cziro, IDgymt, 1L Soril 1942, Iibya 9540, A-2 Idbrary.

aport on RAP fAotivitien by Col. Reuwben Iyle, Jr. to Chief of
AAF, 37 July 1843, BSecrotary of Adr Staff, file 370.2

The Servieing of on Alr Porce, EL Alemein to Tripoli. Issued

summory acd Intorprotation of Qables, Combab Alr Cperabionsg,
iddie Ingt, 1-31 Jan. 1943, Cffice of the Chiof of Statistical
Control. 9th AT Jombat Reports, A-2 Iibrary.

Zactiecal Zocomnnicrcanree, i, 4. Fonord, Coire, 2 Dze. 1842,
agyet 9570-5800, A2 Library.

Unit Higtoriern

ihe following unit hintoriecs, exeont as moted, may be conmmlied
in AFIHI files:

Ea.lensworth, Hubert I;J, CGutlino Higtory of the B7th Fighter
Grouwn.

{Choniler, !nj. Portor R, Higtory of the 66th Tishber Squadron.
Suonllied throwsh the courtesy of llnjor Chundler.

Hiphlighte of the U3th Bombardument Grown to lloy 1943,
Eigborical Record of the Math Fighter fommand, 15 Doc, 1943,

A Elstorical Stetch of the Combat Cnerstions ol 72th Fishter
Groum.

A [P {
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. Higtory of the 12fh Ronberdient Gromm.
> Lﬁorgo.n, Iaj. C. II,j » Hipgbory of the Dinth Zonber Commond.
Tinrrathive of the &7th Fighteor Groun.
R
. [Bolistury, Col. Arthur G/, Record of Combat Achivities of
57th Flghter Grovw, 22 Tov., 1943,
[Taompeon, Yaj, H. 3.7, A Short History of the 12tk Bombordront
Group.
Adminletroative Eigtory of the Tinth U, 8. Alr Forece, June 1842-
Cobtober 12438, Comoiled by the Adjutont Goenercl, Ninth Alr Force,
o intervieig
- The following recorded interviews, vith cxzecnbions noted, are
. to be found in Intervieuvs and Stotemontde, A-2 Librory:
F Intorvicy vith Brig. Gen. Fnmer Adler, 18 Jon. 1948,
¢ Interviey vith Li.- Cold. Percy L. zarr, 22 Acr. 13248,
- Interviou with It. Col., Joscmh 7. Colby, 7 llay 1243,

Intervieu vith Col. Domas ¥, Craw, 11 lioy 1942; aleo 3 July 1942.
Abstreet of Intervieu with Col. Eonner F. Felleors, 16 Ang. 1843,
Africa 9915, A2 Idbrory.
Interview vith Ool, Robert G. fGard, 31 DIze. 1842,
Dizesct of Inberviev tith CGol, Clifford (. Herchaw, 31 Dec. 1243,
. Interviou wiikh iaj. Henry Oabot Fodge ITI, 7 July 1943,
Intorvieuv uvith Col, Curtls R, Loy, 28 July 1943,
Interview vith Col. Franl: llears, 10 Aup, 1843,
Interviev wvith Col, I, V. Fiturn, Hlitory Obscrver with the
Dritich Forces in Morth Africa, 2 Anr. 1941 io0 18 lkr, 1942,
Obrervobions cnd Jetivities of Ij., Conm. €. L. Scolt Iln the
1iddle Tard, 2¢ July 1242, Libya 8915, A-2 Iibrary.
Coni.onte Ovtalned from 3rig. Gen, Auvy €. Siricliliand, 23 Jarn.
18423, AAR Centrol Filen, 313.1, Cperations Letlers,
(ommente by CUol. Jokn H., Unton of the Genersl 8%alf, nresenied
.t tho Btofl llosting held 27 Nov. 1842 in the Dirzctorate of
I11itory Reoniremeonbs, 9th AD Ivoluctions, f-2Z Librory.
Intcrview vith Col. Horace I, nde, 20 Jan. 1845,
Injervicy vith $ol. C. V. hitney, 6 Apr. 1048,
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Alr Coerntione in Libya, Unidentified mcro dnited 19 July 1942,
% Libya 9910, A-2 Library.

Anticipated Doronds to be lnde Uwon the DAY for laintensnce
and Supoly Assigtomeo, Im). Goen. Lovis E, Erorefon to AQU-1n-G,
HQ, BaF, 18 Scn, 1942, AFTHI Milee.

Obgervotionun in the Vostern Docert. Sigmed by Tonold O,
Costlo ﬁ.st. L%., AQ7, &7 llar. 1843, ©9th AT Combat Revorts, A-2

Librory,
Fecmyorl: Botuween Alr and Gromad Units, Gmm. E. H. Arnold to
. the Dirsctor of Alr Suvoort, VB III-F-12, Horth Africc, ATATD
files.
. Intellisence Syrmyrles
=
F Ar Dindgbryy Jeesly Intcllisence Summnary, June 1842-JFonusry
- 1943,

United Stotes Armir Alr Forees in liddle Fnst Periodie
Intellisence Surmieriss, 25 Oct. 1942.22 Jon, 1943,

. Lop Qf¢len Loy Intellicence Commentpry, o, 159, 4-11 Iov.
and ITo. 170, 11-18 Tov. 1242,

Spegicl Stndien

Ax Pover in the Tsnd Pobtle. A ote by the Chiel of the Alr
Stof?, Alr llinictry, My 1943, Inglond 9915, A-2 Library.

dnolyeia of 60 Zignter Fictorice falned by £0 Uookorn Tansrd
Bilote rith Frodindrpe ppd Coobot Hinds Svesestod by Tuen, Issuad by
Alr Poeoties, HU, 347, 1liddle Tosth.

, Corver, L. Col., R. M. P. [Eritich/, A Short Fictory of she
o eventh Arnored Division, Qotobar 1938 o 1oy 1943, i
b '
- T e - i' Ny oa f - K l
boan. L i im e m pmmw i
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Direct Alr Svroort. Iiddle Zaont Troaining Paumhlet Lo, Zb
. izsucd by GotloBo s LTy and Hisi e, 1, Llond 2915, A-2
2% Livrary.

The Iihyen Qormoien, 27 oy bo 27 July 1842, IS Compalgn
Study lo. 4 Vv Department, 18 June 1943,

. Zetos ond Lessong op Cpcrpblonc im fthe ddle Zhes, IS

Cozpalen Stuldy fo. B Thr Depertment, 30 Jon., 1943,

Jdoter from Fhesfrem of Uar Fa. 14:  Vesbern Degert pnd
Oyrennicn, fugnot-Docenbor 1942,

Rorel, &ix lorge Cperctioms ln fhe Uostorn Degeri apd Bastern
Uediteryen: on, 15 Hoyerber 1841 19 19 Uny 1942, Ajir Staff

{(merations Eeeords) H.C., RAT, 100,

. VSwonly end lhintenemce of the U, 8. Army Lir Forcoes in the
i1ddle Tagt Thentre of Onerations, 6 Cob, 1942.9 HO, USAInWW
Cechnlcnl lomual To, 1, ASINI files,

Teurvey of Ioymt." Irevared under the direction of the Chiel

. of Staifl by HID, Vor Iepertuent Gonersl Staff, 18 ov. 1941,

ol

Clifford, Alexannder G., The Concuest of Torth Afpd s
12401243, Tittle, Drowm & Co., Soston, 1943,

. Lﬁaile, lej, Frox: O_J » Dasexrt Commoirm, Laair_c_g n. &, ﬁg-&iﬁ? .

Hill, Ruesell, Desgext Copguest, Aldwed A, Funonf, lleuw York,
1943,

————————————— Izegie‘rﬁ m. Mfr@d .:a. ;‘IRQPf, P‘-GU Yor}:: 19420

lLelnnis, Dlgar, The Var: Flrat Jeor; Sccopd Teer; Taird Yenr:
Dourth Yemr. 4 vole, Oxford Univereity Press, London, Toronto,
Yewr Toxlz, 1940, 1941, 1942, 1944,

- llooreheand, Alon, Fhe Ind in ATrica. Hsrner ( Bros., Feu York
& London, 1943,

0700 2y L ARt s
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_____________ Poflterrenesn Ironk. ‘hittlecoy Housc,

leGrou-Fill Zoolr o, , Ine., 1242,

4 Terr of Patilo. Homich Hamdiltion, London,

Thomas, Toven T. [Osmt.], Born in Pabtle: Round the Dorld
Myepkyras of ihe Blath Dowmhordmont Saueodron, The John €. Ulneten
Comeany, Fhiladelrhis, 1844,

Filkie, Vendell, Cno orid,
Periodlenlr

"Atbaclzy on Coastol Sraffic," BAF [dddle East Beviey ilo. 1
(llny-Dec. 1942), 52-EZ,

iThe Enttle of Bgymt,® lhid., 5-51.

e Enbry ol the Ued,AdlLu¥e Inbo the 171dd1le Doot," ihid, ,
94-95,

“Porverd fo Tunig,® ibid., Yo. 2 (Jon~tfzr. 1943), B-E9,

Zornett, Allison J., "Alr Sumport in Todoy's Var, ' Infeniry
dourpal, L (Feb. 1942), 32-37,

Do Vecrd, H. 4. [Caob.]/, "Thae Zabttle of T Alareiny ibid.,
LIT (4pril 1943), 3-17.

"Echind tho Britich Vicbozy in Torth Africe: The Story of
Suoply,® [by o Britirh officor/, Rorcien Affrirs, ZXIL (Jen. 1944),

518328,

iThoe Battle of T1 Llenein, M1ltory Beviey, TXIIT (Cet, 1943),
3324

(X ]

Hordy, Vilfred H,, dAvioticn in Suomort of Ground Sroopg, !
ibid, (June 1943), 5-10.

Jealzing, Zduord L., "MHov to Tin Yars by Grownd-Alr Coopsralbion,t
ibid, (Feb. 1844), BA-CE,

. Y T T TR e e
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119
Johmson, L. 1. [It. Col., 40/, "Tacticnl Air Divicion,! ibid,
® (tar, 1944), 15-19. ’
2=
. Judd, i, %, ﬁ‘;'ing Gom&eﬂ » Yo Tooticsl Air Torvee,W iBbdd.

{Tov, 1943), 10-12.

) Hihe Sactical Imploment of Flghter-Pombers,d ibid. (Feb.
1944), 1i-14.

“Lznd-Alr Technique in Afriesz,' ibid. (Sen, 1943), 65-885.

Tarver, Lemjomin L [Lt. Ool., AQ/, "Air-Grownd Gooveration
on the Battlefield,!" ibid., (lr, 1944), 20-83.

"he fxls Alr Yorees in the Nidile Zact, 1940-1943, % ibid, Yo, A

(Aoril-June 1943), §2-97,

The Jevw York Times, 15 Ochb. 1942 to 23 Jan. 1943,
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. 1ot Brovisionsl Growp (H)
1 lionth IHssions Sorties Vb. of bouwbe Hours flowm  Afc Tietoriesn
dropued~Llbsa, Logges Desd Proh Dned,

June 42 8 70 289,u00 484:C0 1 1 0 O
July 22 166 713,000 1876:29 3 0 0 o
Az, & 61, 295,000 5263856 ¢ 0 0 o
Sem, 10 Yy Z66, £C0 75203 0] 1l 0 O
Cct., 12 11.0 233,800 852: 8 1 3 1 ]

;ﬁ' E ﬁtl}__ ?‘Q'ﬁ t} f"ﬂrﬂl L] m

[ ) Tov. 42 15 102 374,000 940119 1 1 0 4
Dee. 7 62 187,500 617:51 0 0o 0 o
Jan. 43 g 70 276,000 B4D: 27 3 2 0 1

. 93th Rorb Groun (H)

. sus. 42 12 119 467,000 1005:03 1 o 1 0
] Sem. 15 140 AB7.C00 1851132 o 0 0 0
: Oct. 15 170 555,000 1677156 0 5 5 2

Tov. 50 142 331,000 1E06: 32 0 2 2 1

- e, 6 23 200,000 921:02 1 5 1 0

Jen. 483 13 114 545,000 1001151 1 5 2 0
. 2%¢ Borh Grown (H)

Dec, 42 8 5G 257,000 621:04 0 o o o

Jon, 45 10 117 499,500 1071112 2 2 1 4

12th Pomb Grono (28

Auz, L2 7 i 128,000 233100 G 0 0 O
Sem. 14 75 141,300 252100 0 0 0 0
Cctb. 38 229 594, 280 467:30 3 ] 2 O
- Tiav, 17 149 295,000 288:35 0 0 0 0
# Toc, 3 43 57,780 109:00 ) 0 0 0
Jan, 43 12 110 206,575 378:00 2 2 0 1
. ®* Prepared by 26th 35U zad Lorvarded os inclozure %o Historical Fecord
o of inth Fightor Comuand, 15 Dee. 1943, AFINI files,
180
Lo- - - =T o ! i k
( \ - l’ \5__, T }
t i . T \

L s o et A AT

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



lonth  llissions Sorticn Vi. of boubs Hours flowm Afe Victories
droprcd-1ba, Losgen Dasd.Prob.Imid.
Mg, A2 1 ] Yone 51 20 1 0 0 o
B3, 45 236 Tono 36240 0 0 1 2
Cat. g 4.0 160,000 1202:10 2 a7 5 14
fiov, 112 839 89,000 1835125 G 17 1 1)
Dee. &0 e 147,800 1045: £0 12 10 35 13
Jan., 43 £4 839 79,1€0 1283:00 b 10 2 ?
£ —
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p
‘r Enlipted llen Flight & Otfieory Wotal
Lwarrent Officers

3. 23 June 1942 410 3 137 880

80 Jamuory 1943 11,088 85 1,713 12,866

July 1943 E09 2 3Ez 654

Ausast 1943 4,071, 3 391 4,570

. Septenbor 19242 - 118 -2 2 - 116

Octobeor 1942 3,077 13 232 3,322

Tovewber 1042 1,34 3 235 1,543

: Docomber 19042 1,982 15 237 2,234
.

donnnry 1943 5l 13 85 140

* Baged on informetion in "Administrabive Histery of iiinth Air Torea,
June 1242-Octobor 1943," compiled by the Adjubtcnt Gonerzl, Tinth
Alr Toree, JAFIHI Tiles.
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Jdonenlix 3 - Chonges of Stabionms

Eal Zombordment Squadron

Arrived Fayid, Igyot, from the United States, 2 Junc 1842,
Denarted Tayid, Bzmt, 80 June 1243,
arrived Lydda, Palestine, 20 June 1942,

Zecamo o port of the 376th Tomvarduent (H) won its metivation ot
Lydda, Palestine, 1 Dovomber 1243,

28k Zoanbordaant Squodron
Advapged Qonbod Icholon

Arrived Fayid, Trypt, froa Allahabsd, Indin, 23 June 1949,
Departed Foyld, J-wmb, 20 Juwme 1049,

et

Arrived Lydda, Palestine, 50 June 1943,

Eeox Zehelon end Oormrnd Pagh

Arrived Lydds, Polostine, from Allchavad, India, 3 July 1942,
Thig organization returncd to Indl. in October 1943,
3T6th Bonbordmant Grove (M)

Activated from the Lot Provirionsl Zombardmsnt Groun, consinting of
a hezdguarters ond ivo contot squodrong, namely tho Inl Sombardaent
Squcdron ond 9%h ZEomvardwent Scucdron,,ad Iydds, Palecbine, 1

Hovember 1942, The Groun consisbed of the folloving orgonicebiong:

Group Headouariors

B5l2%h Bombardment Squadron
513th Eombardment ESquadron
514th Dombardumont Soundron
515%h PBombardimont Squadron

Chanzes of stabion have boen

Denarted Lydda, Palestine, 7 llovember 1942,
Arrived Abu Suelr, Lsgpt, D Lovembor 12432,
Poparted Abu Sueir, lsgyot, 23 Jauuery 1948,
Arrived L. G. 1359, 4 Tebrucry 1943,

*iadmint strative History of Iinth U, 8. Air Force, Juns 1l248-.0ctober
1943," compllad by the Adjubtont Genoral, Iinth Jir Foree. AFIHI
fileg.
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98th Porbordnent Gromy (H)

The Ground XZchelon donarted Broollyn 16 July 1942 mnd arrived =%
Suez, Doynt, 16 Augmst 1842 vhore it vag divided end the 3424 and
S44th Bombardment Squodrons went to St. Joon, Polestino, arriviag
there on 21 Auzuet 12428, The Hendquurters, 345th and 415th Squsdrons
dcaerted Sues,lywt, 19 Avsmst 12428 ond arrived et Somad Dovid,

Pelostine, 30 Awsuast 1943,
The Alr Ichelon dovarbed Dcleland, Florldas, os follovs:

24450 Bombordment Bcuadron and Headquarbters, 17 July 1942,
416th Bombordment Squndron, 19 July 1942,
E45th Bombordment Squadron, 23 Juvly 1942,
2434 Eosmbordment Soundron, Z0 July 1942,

The Alr Zchelon arrived at Romnt Dovid, Polestine, =8 folleovs:

344%h Borbardment Squndron and Feadquorters, 35 July 1942.
41551 Bombordiment Squadron, 31 July 1242,
Z40th Pombordnent Squadron, 5 sunsust 19432,
&424 EBombardment Soundron, 7 Ausust 1943,

Subscquent choanges of station for each unit arc:
Grovp Hendguorborg

Deporbed Fomat Davlid, Palestine, 13 lovexber 18242,
Arrived Fayid, Szynt, 13 Tovember 18432,

Iomarted Fayid, Zsynt, 25 Jomuvary 1943,

Arelyved I, G, 140, 28 Jonuary L343,

2428, Bgundron

Leparted 8%, Jean, Polectine, 138 loverber 1843,
Zrrived Exbrlg, Lsyot, 18 Jovember 12432,

Taparted Lobrit, Doypt (Alr Zehclon), 25 Jonuary 1943,
Arrived L. G. 159 (Air Xchelon), 59 Jenuary 1943,

2 ih Sgunadron

Ienorted §%. Jean, Palostine, 13 ovember 1242,

Arrivod Eabrit, Joynt, 18 TTovomber 1942,

Dorted St. Jean, FPalastine (Tobachuend), 13 Yovember 1942.
Arrived T, G. 139 {Lotachmont), 13 novombor 19432,

:

- - I - N 3
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24¢0th Squadron

o Departed Romab Dovid, Palectine, 13 lovenbor 1943,
Arvived Foyld, Doyet, 13 ovenber 1942,
Lenaorted Tayld, Trymt, 20 Jonunry 1943,
Arrived L, @, 140, 28 Jonuary 1943,

- A 5%h, Sovadron

Demarted Ramab David, Pelestine, 13 loveomber 1942,
Arerlved Tayld, Ioond, 18 Tovenbor 1942,

Ponorbed Jayid, Zsob, OF Junuary 1943,

Arrived L. §. 14D, 23 Jnnusxry 1943,

L2th Jombardmont Grown (O

Heodquorters cnd the ground echelons of the 8lst, 824, £3d, and
. 434%h Squadrone docarted Iev York, IT. Y., 18 July and arrived at

Laorit plrdrome, Igynt, 16 Aurust 1942, Headonoriders snd tho
grownd echolons of the 8lst and 884 Squadrons deprricd Eobrit Alr-
droma, Zrypt, 18 Jurust 1242 and arrived at Devercoir Adrdrongn,
Czypt, 18 Mugach 1922, Uhe ground echelons of the 834 and 424th

s Squedrons depnetcd Unbrit Lirdrome, Zoypt, 18 Jumet 1942 snd
arrived at Terollla Alrdrome, Zgypt, 18 Ausust 1942,

The air ecnelon of tho 8let Soundron demcrted llorrison TField,
Florldm, 14, 15, 16, 17 July 1942 and arrived at Devercoir Alrdrome,
Lgyne, Bl July and 1, 2, 3, August 1942; €24 Soundron departed

» llorricon TYield, Floridm, 2L July 1947 oand arrived st Deversoir Aip-
drone, doynt, 2, 7, 11 Ausust 1248; 534 Squndron devarded Norrison
Field, Fiorids and arrived ot Iemzilin Airdrome, Dowot, 13 Augoet
1042; 434th Equadron dewerted lorrigon FTiold, Ilorida, 2 Ausast

. 1942 and arrlved ot Ismailie Airdroma, I=yph, 14, 16, 17 furust 1042,

iAW Porty demorted Doversoir and Iemoilia, Tovmt, 13 October 1942,
AW Party arrived L. ¢. 38, 15 October 1943,

"B Party demarted Deversoir, ZJownt, 16 Octobor 1942,

A1y Zeheolon doparited Dovorsolr and Lemailis, Xzyot, 16 Octobor 1942,
i3t Prarty arrived L, G. 83, 18 October 1342,

Alr Fcholon crrived L. §. &3, 15 Cetober 1947,

Rear utechelons depcried Dovercoir and Iemcilia, 28 Movonber 1942,
Rear cholons arrived L. G. £3, Z0 Tovember 1942,

e Uil Party Advancod Zeheolon deparicd L. G. 28, 3 Decomber 1042,
“ 1AM Porty advonced Dcholon arrived Gambut Sofollites,

E Beoauber 1842,
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H3% Porty donoried L. G. .89, & Deccmbor 1943.

Holt Forby orrived Cogout, Libyn, 10 Docenbor 1942,
AN Fordy denarted Gowbdut, ILibya, 10 Docember 1942,
et Party arrived lasrain, Ibya, 11 Docecmber 1942,
Fear Zehelons demarted L. 6. 35, 1 Jaumory 1943,
Bear Zebelong arrived L. G, 142, 3 Jonuory 19473,

A" Periy denortcd ocmin, Iidere, 4 Jomazey 1243,
AR Prrty orrived I1 Chel, Libya, 6 Jouuory 1843,

Alr Iehelons Dotmehment domarted L. 6. 142, 11 Jenmary 1943,

Air Icholon Dotochmcnt arrived 1 Chel, Dibye, 13 Jenuary 1943,
Lir Echelon Dotechnent depzried L. ¢. 142, 14 Jonuary 1943,

Air Zehelon detachuent arrived 1 Chel, Livya, 16 Janmunry 1943,
Adr dehelon of MAY Party doparted 1 Chel, Libya, 20 Jemanry 1943,
Llr Echelon of "AM Party errived L. G. 142, 1 Fobrupry 1943,

+ . n

Bith Tishfor fSromm

Grovm Erodmrnters

Shree officers of Groww Hoadguerbtors left Ilitchel Tield on 24 June
1243 Tor the (monnel lavnl 2mse, fwmoncet, Faode Isleand, vhere
they boarded the USS "Rangor® together uith other pilots of the
Orowd. Dhe nireralt carricr brousht them to a point in the

oceon near Logos, Afrien, vhere they bookx off om 19 July 1942,
From there thoy flew to lmqusibila, Palestine, crrivins there

31 July 1849,

The air ochelon left Iuert Boston, lnscachusobis, on 28 June
1942 for itehol Field, Lons Island. Trom thore 14 vent %o
ligmi, Flordidn, loading out zir echolons of the pyundrons of
the grow on 1, 3, 3 July, Travelling by zir transmort the air
echelon nrrived ab lumueibile, Polestine, on 12 and 13 July.

The ground ecacloa left Iant Boston on 4 July 1942 and arrlved

ot Fort Uiz, Jeu Jersey, on the mauw day., Fros thore ib embeari-cd
on 16 July, arrivinz ot lmoucibils, Polestine, 17 dammst 1842,
Folloving a norlod of training the organiczation chansed giations
as follows:

Doported lugueidila, Paleotine, 13 Scptomber 1943,
Arrived Amriys Transit Comp, Egpt, 15 Sentexmber 1843,
Demorted Auriys Tronsit Camo, 16 Sepboaber 1842,
Arrived L. &, 174, 10 Seotember 1942,
Ponorbed L. G, 174, 5 Tovomber 1942,
Arrived L, €. 172, C Tovenmbor 1942,
Doparted I, &, 172, 7 Iovember 1243,
drrived L. €. 78, 9 Ioverber 12472,
Doparted L. G. 75, 11 Yovcnber 1843,
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Lrrived Sidi Azelz, Libyn, 12 ovemvor 1949,
Doonrted 8idi Azoiz, Libys, 13 Uovomber 1042,
Arrived Comvat, Tlbye, 14 foverlber 1042,
Departed Combub, Libyn, 156 Jovenber 1942,
Arrived arbtuba, Tibra, 20 Sovembor 1042,
Deported Mmrivbs, Idibyn, 22 Dovombeor 1942,
Arrived Belandsh, Libyn, 2 Tecenbor 1943,
Ioparbed Zolondoh, Iibyn, 9 Jonuory 1943,
Arrived Homreied, Tibya, 12 donucry 1243,
Denmrted Hanirolet, Livyn, 17 Janunry 1943,
Srrived D:ovregh Veat, ILibra, 18 Jonunyy 1943,
Doncrted Darrmgh Vest, Iibya, 23 February 1945,

Edth Tirhtor Soveodron

On 25 June the ilr Hehelon of the Squadron departed for !Htehsl
Fleld, Iong Island, ey Tork, The pilots then vent 4o Cuonged
Haval Zase, (umonsed, Ihode Igland, md brarded the aireraft
carrier USS "Fanger." This aireraft carricr ool them 4o 1ithin
a fov wlles of Ingos, Afriea, wierc they flcv off her declhe and
wrocceded north to llusuelbila, Folesbine, arrivins there 31 July
1242, Crossing the Atlantie on the Yankeo Clipper end Llying
neroos Africe the alr echelon crrived atb llgusibila, FPalestine,
on 12 July 19412,

the ground echolon left Tost Doston, llnscochusetts, on § July
1942 and arrived ot Fort Diz, Uev Jersey, on the came day. I
then procecded to Ueu Yorls and embarited on 15 July for its over—
seas service. It arrived of llugueibils, Palestine, on 19

Avrash 1242,

Subgequent chongesn of stobtion vere:

Departed lupusibila, Polegtine, 14 Scnbember 1243,
Arrived L. 0. 174, Uectorn Dooerd, 10 Sentomber 1943,
Penarsed L. G. 174, Ucotern Iogers, 5 Tovembor 1242,
Arrived L. G. 57, Vertern Lacerd, © Iovembor 1942,
Denarted L. G. 37, Vorborn Dopers, 8 Uovoror 1242,
Arrived L. G. 75, Vectorn Taserd, 11 Hovember 1242,
Denarted L. G, 78, Vegtern Iecerd, 11 Hovember 19432,
Arrived Sldl Azeiz, Ldvyo, 12 Uovemboer 1943,
Ponarted 8143 Anelsn, Tibra, 18 ZTovomber 1542
LAreived Gomoub, Titye, 18 Uovember 1942.

Deovorted Combub, Lidyn, 20 Tloveuwber 18243,

Arvived larbtuba, Libya, £0 Yovexmber 1942,

Toworted lortata, Livyo, 8 Docoember 1942,
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Arrived Belandoh, Tdbyn, 11 Docomber 1940,
Loworted felondeh, Litya, 9 January 1003,
Lyrived Hrorniet L. 6., 12 Jonusry 1243,

Dgnorted Homrolet L. G., 23 Februnry 1843,

&6tk Picuber Sav-dron

¥he olr cchelon of this orpmnication deparited from Mani,
Zlorida, the first nord of July 1942 and arrived ob 1moneibila,
Falestine, on 12 July 1942, %he sround echolon cmbarized from
lgw Torl: on 15 July 1842 and reachked lmocueibils, 18 Aucust 1942,
The wilots of the cquadron come acrore the Atlontic on the
clreraft carrisr USS “Fancor,” flcv cerosg Afwier ond reached
Lugucinllae, Polestine, on &9 July 1842,

Cn 5 Awmet the air echelon denarted lMoucibila for ke Islond
of Cynrus, arriving there the sone day., On 52 Avcust i returned
to its bope in Prlestine. On 14 Scobember the souwndron left
imouelvile and arrived at L. G. 174, VUestern Desert, on 16
Scotember 1944,

Tollowding furihier training cnd then particination in the Taibile
of I Alemsin the govadron moved vosbtunrd. Changes of chetion
bnre been as follows:

AV Zopty devarbed L. 0. 174, 5 Jsvembor 1942,

AN Prrty srrived L. &, 172, 5 Yoveubor 1842,

UBT Farty deported Lo G, 174, 7 Ioverber 1043,

B forty crrived L, G. 172, 7 lovember 1542,

sl Party demarted L. G, 172, 7 liovewbor 1942,

AR Pordy arrived S4di Rareni, L. 6. 7?5, 7 Tovember 1047,
U3t Perty dewarbtod L. G. 172, @ Uovember 19473,

31 Party crplved L. G 75, 9 Jovewbor 1942,

Al Party depnrted L. O, 706, 10 Tovonber 1942,

I Perdy srrived 8161 Lzeirn, ILibyn, 12 Tovexber 1942,
AN Portr demartod Bidi Asels, Libyo, 12 Movember 1642,
WL Party arrived Cawbub, Idbre, 12 Toverbor 1243,

0% Forty departed L. G. 75, L& Dovember 1943,
3 Porby ervived Goubub, Iibye, 17 oveober 1042,

38 Porty denarbed Goxbub, Tibra, 14 Toveober 1942,

15% Pordy orrived Ihrtuba Vesh, DLibyn, 16 Doverber 1942,
B Porty denarbed Inrtubs Test, Iibyo, 10 Soverber 19042,

3 o3

AR Porgr arrived lnrduba UVosh, Tdbra, 91 ovenmber 1943,

Demoprtod lorduba Vest, Idbro, % Loccubor 1840,
Arrived Z2elonéch, Libyo, 11 Decembor 1247,
Denardcd Zelsndnh, Iibya, $ Joowrry 1943,
Arrived Homraiect, 18 Janunry 1043,

. 4 s -
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1AM Party dencrbed Homraict, 17 Jonuorr 1848,
Al Bardr orrived Derregh, 17 Junuory 1948,
1B Portyr dorarbod Hrnmrelot, Mioye, 19 Jamuary 1243,

B34k Ficakor Pauniron

This orpeninction devarited from iler Yorlr on 16 July 1942 and
arrivod ot Telt Dorac, Polectlne, 19 sugumat 1842, Ap Advence
varty fro.a the soucdzon left tho Pclectine station on 27 fwmat
and arrived o lorsut, Z-nt, the cone doy, I% then wroeecded
0 L. . 27 on 2 Jentouber and returned bo larpub on the 7Hh.
Cn 16 Sontember 1943 it demnrjed linyyut for D, &. 174, arrivinsg
thore the sore day,

The renainder of the squndron dezaried Zeit Dares on 13 Ecptecber
ond arrived ot Avrive Troncit Corm, Soyeb, on 18k, Cn 17
Sepbenber 1942 it dovorted Lwiys ond arrived at L. G 174,

tn & Qotober the coundron left L. G. 174 ond arrvived ab L. G,

91, Cn 5 lloveubor it wrocceded fo L. G, 106, srriving there the
foliovins dey. On 9 Loverber 1942 it deprried for ond arrived

ot L. 3. 101, leoving ticre 11 November oud arriving ot L. G.

76, It left L. 6. 76 the follouinz day and arrived at Gombub,
Iibyn, on 13 Jovember. <ron thero it vent to Cozale, Iibya,

on the 1E5th, left thore on 19 Yowcaver ond nrrived ot Hnrdubs,
Tibyo, on the 20th., On 8 Iocember the scusdron loft for Zelondob,
Libra, arriving there 11 Tecember 1242,

Othor chancec ol aiobion trore:

Demarbed Tolondeh, Libye, 9 Jonunry 1943,
Arrivel Eomrclet, Dibya, 10 Jonvery 1943,
Desarted Haaralet, ITibya, L7 Jonuory 1943,
Arrived Dorrcgh Vest, Libya, 18 Jonvery 1843,
lenarted Torrech Vest, Libya, 33 Jebrusey 1243,
Ayrived Zwsro, Libya,24 Tebruory 194

Fagh Tishbep Group

Thlp grouw desarbted Indisntoim Gan Uilidery kecervation, Fa.,

5 Qctobeor 1242 and arrived PIC 21, Losfereet, E7yptd, 12 loveober
18438, It dcsarted PEC 21, Tocfareot, Eaypt, 18 Vovember 1942
and crrived L. &, 174, Povod, 18 Tovenmver 18432, Hore $he group
o bromer um into UAW mnd B partlos. Changes of station of
thege nortles wore:

BA® Bryhy doported L. G. 174, 20 Junusry 18943,
WEl Porby denarbted L, G. 174, 23 Joomory 1843,
410 BPardy arrived T &. 150, Gazaln, Idibya, 24 Jonusry 1943,
w38 Papdy srrived L. G. 1E0, Gazale, Libyn, 31 Jonuary 1943,
- o en —
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A

Abu Sueir, 77
Adler, Brig. Gen. Blmer E., 1l
Advence Air Heedquartesrs, 39
Azedabisa, 79
Lohellas BSee E1 Azheilsa.
Airoralt:
A-20 (Boston), 28, 32, 34, 56-
37, 43, 58, 68, 70-71, 81, 92
4=30 {(Baltimore}, 28, 34, 36-37,
39, 43, 58, 68, TO0~71, 81, 87,
92
Llbacore, 12, 32-33, 35, 43, 55,
87, 70
B~17, 12-13, 41, 83-B4
B-24 (Liberator), 3=5, 10, 12-
1z, 32, 78, 83, 85-85, 94
B-25 (1%tehell), 18, 32, 34-37,
39, 42-43, 58-59, 68-71, 81,
86-87, 92
CR~-42, 61
furriesne, 28,
JU=52, 65
JU-87 (&tuke),
68, 70
Ju-88, 35, 59, 70
Kittyhewk (F-20E), 28-29, 34-35,
Bl
LiC-202, 59
1%®-109, 29, 65B8-~E59, 61, 69-70, 81
P40, 18, 34-35, 37, 43, b8, 61,
69, 80-81, 92. geeg slso Eitty-
henls, Tonshendk.
Spitfire, 13, 28-39, &7, 45, 58
Tomeherik, 28, 34-85
vellington, 5, 12, 32-33, 35, 43,
55, 687, T0
Air discipline, 43-44

37, 48, 55, 58

32, 87, B9, 61,

ert, 25, 32, 4b

INDEX

Alr Officer Commending, hesbern Des-—
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Adr Service Commend, 1l

Adr Support Comirol, 25-27

Alemein. Sse El Alameine

Alexender, Gen. Sir Herold, 50

Llexsndria, 7, 22, 32, 39

Algeria, 90

AN party, &1, 75

Ariete Div. (Ttalien), 55, 67

Luchinleck, Gen. Sir Claude, 10,
14, 79

Australisn troops, 55, 5E, GO,
682-~64

Balkens, ©

Bardia, 1, 73

Belandeh, 921

Ben Gerdens, 93

Bengesi, 1l-2, 5, 7-3, l2-14, 16,
22, 40-41, 48, 67, 71, 74-786,
77, T9-80, 82, 86

Bir Hecheim, 2

Bizerte, 87, 80

Blegck Baburday, 3

Bombardment s
first strategic mission, &
heavy, role of, 6, 8~9, 94
mediwn, contribution of, 94;

introduction to theator, 183
versatility of, 85

tactics learned from RAF, 78
technigue, 44

Bombaight, types used, 44

g party, 31, 75

Brerston detackment, 11.
elso Brerebon, 1iaj. Gen.

Brérciton, Maj. -Gen. Lewis H., 10
17, 23, 41, 70, 83, 95

Brltlsh Counber Battery, 51
Buerat, 90-93

See

Burnse, 4
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Ceiro, 5, 11, 21, 2425, 42
Condin, 41, 48

Castel Benito airfisld, 92-03
Couszesus, 1b

"Couldron,® 15

Sevour, 4
Chine, 17

Coninzhem, Sir Arthur, 25-24, 35,
45

Convoys, tobtal bombs egainst, 48

Climate, 22

Crete, 1, 6, 13, 18, 29, 47, &7,
65-56, 82, 86

Cyreneica, 94

D

Deha., _S;Q_Q El Debe.
Dearregh west, 92

Peir El Ragil, 33

Deir Bl Risev, 35

Delts mres, 77, 83-35, 83
Derna, 22, 87

Deversoir, 17, 39
Dodecenase, 84

E

8th Air Foree, 85
18 Imperburbablesz."
berdment Gpe.
718 Red Devils.™

nment Gp.
Blst 8qe; 17
B2d Sq., 17
834 Sg., 17
84th Sq., 17
Ezypt, 1, 6, 10~11, 13, 77
Bgypbien-Libyen desert, 21-23
El Agheile, 2, 74, 79-81, 90, 94
®l Alemein, 3, €-7, 15, 45, 49-72,
80~81, 88, 94
El Debs, 18, 32, 42-43, 46, 43, 69,
72, 5

Ses 12th Bom-

See 12th Bombard-
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1st Armored Div., 60
lst Provisionml Group, 12-~13,
41, 47, 59, 65, 70. See
also 376th Gp.
1st South African Div., 58
4th Indisn Div., 55
4%h Light Armored Prigede, 73
15th Armored Div. {(Panzer), 352,
50, 87
44th Div., 58
50th Div., 58
5%th Fighter Group, 18-20, 35,
39, 48, 56-80, 64, 66, 68-=53,
72, T4=TT7, 80-82, 91-92
415th 8q., 41
512th Sg., 41
513th Sq., 41
5l4th Sq., 41
515th Sg., 41
Far Bast, 4-5.
Chins.
Far Hast Air Foree in the Philip-
pines, 10
Peyid, 11, 77
"p® bhoats, 7, 14
Fellers, Col. Bonner, 7-10, 25
Fighber~-bombers, increased use
of, 29
Fighbers:
as escort, 57, 92
contribation of, 84
first arrival in theater, 18
first participetion, 20
mobility of, 7B
new type mission, &0
tactics, 78
"Pireflies." See Aircraft, B-25.
Fuka, 18, 42-43, 46, 60, 89, 71,
74

See also India;

Gebes, 90
Bembut, 75, 79, 82=83, 85~86
Gazals, 2, T6
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Helfeys Pess, 73, 70

Helverson, Col. Herry A., 3-8, 12

Helverson Detachment, 35-5, 1l-12,
41, 78

Hemreieb #1 (Worth), 91

Hersklion, 87

Himeimet, 57-58

Homz, 93
I, d
India, 9-11, 17, 55. See glso
Fer Best.
Ismeilie, 17, 39
Italy:

activities in Africa, 22, 93
as terget, 15, 84
morale, 88
supply ports, 6, 16, 36, 82, 84
units, 850, 62, 87
warships,4, 9, 84
Java, 10

Rabrit, 77
¥estelli Pedisds, &7

Fhartoum, 4
¥idney Ridge, 60
Inightsbridge, 2«3

Eythera Straits, Bebtile of, O

I

Lagos, 18

Lending grounds, totel bombs
ageinst, 48

Leanfrogging technique, 381, 7H-76

Lend-lease squipment, 3 , B

Leros Islend, 84
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Goermen Alr Force, 25, 66, 91 L. G. 18, 80
‘ Gheddahia, 92 Le G 99, 39
. Greece, 1, 6, 13, 16, 29, 36, 66 L. G. 139, 82, 85
Ground crew proficiency, 45 L. G. 142, 886
v L. G, 159, 85
Le Go 172, 72.
" L. G, 174, 39, 72

Libya, 2, 22, 82

Iittorio, 4

Tittorio Div. (Italian), 67
Long Range Desert Group, 30
Lydde, 1l

M

Maleme airdrome, 46, 65

Maite, 4, 13, 36, 90

Narble Arch, 80-81

liareth Line, 925

Hartubs, 75-76

Habruk, 7, 1l2-14, 16=13, 22, 31,
41, 48, 85, T2=73, 7o

llaxwvell, Gen. Russell L., 10

Medenine, 93

llersa ilatruh. See Matruh.

Yontzomery, Gen. bir Bernard, 358,
45, 54, 67, 79-80, 90-91, 95

Iunessib, B7-58

Ilngeibile, 18«19

9th Alr Force:
A."'3 Of, 4:2
achievements, 95=-95
begins career, 12
designated as such, 77

9th Bomberdment 8q., 11=-12

IX Bomber Commend, 42, 65, 82«84,
86-88

IX Fighter Cormand, 19

90th Light (Germem)}, 32-33, 63, 67

9234 Gp., 85-87, 89

98th Bombardment Gp., 12, 19, 41,
47, 59, 65, 77-78, 83-84, 86-87,
89

Tlaples, B84

Nevarino Basy, 13, 41, 48
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Hew Zealand troops, 67. Bee
also 24 Hew Zealand Div.

Nofilia areca, 82

Torth African Illissiom, 11

112 RAF 5qe, 77
131lst Infenbry Brigede, 57
160 RAF Sq., 42, 65, 84, B8, 88
184%h Lisht (German), 60, 67
Operationss
peaks in, 34, 81
sbatistics of, 16, &7, 40, 43,
46-48, 56, 59-61l, 66, 68-T2,
83, 90, 94

P, Q

Palermo, 87

Palestine, 11-12, 18-192, 41-42,
77

Peateur, 19

Persian Gulf, 6

Ploesbi, 3-~4, 9

Portolego Bey, 84

Pro-dawn missions, 60

Propagende missions, &8

Qattara Depression, 49

Qoteife, 43

R

Lemet Devid,
Rangzer, 18
Recognition,

1z, 41

problem of, 29-30

Romanie, 15. See also Ploesti.

Rommel, Gen. Brwin, 1-2, 15, 17,
32, %8, 61-62, €5, 67, Ta-T4,
79, 81-82, 88, 80-93

Loyal Afrmy Ordnance Corps, 52

Royal NWavy, 386, 90

s

2d Tew Zealsnd Div., 55, 58, 72-73
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