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Tuis narratlive, prevored by the Hlgtoricnl Division./u‘.c-/v!ss,
‘Intei‘_%.i;;enc«e wrovlides & facbunl z2ccount of AAF combat operstions
durtng the easrliest phase of the war zoalnst Jopon., It doces not
pretend to toll the full story, which at this time or within
this compass ie irpossible, 2nd the account is subject to revision
as additional information beeones avallable. It 1s based, how-
ever, ugon careful reseurch, having been drcun Tor the mosi part
i‘r;n fully Gocunmented studlec propared dr the Historicel Divislion
end {from matcericls forwurded by h:!.s;;oricz-l officery of the several
cir Torcon. The prinesy vureose hos Deen H0 provide for wersonnel

of-the-iruy Alr Torces a rendy roference %o usoful-iafornabion.
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The conmbat story of the AAF Guring the first year of the war
apalnst Japon is essenbizlly an account of & strugrle against odds::_r'n‘
cgoinst numericelly superior enemy forces, ogalnst shortages of vlanes,
gpare rarts, repair feeilities, treined sircrews, ground personnel, and
aireraft warning facllities, end ageinst time itself, In comparison
with later efforts the operstions were both measer and speradie, but
they were nonetheless sisnificent, During the finsl weeks of 1941
and tke eerly months of 1242 Alliecd forces cuffered one reverse after
another, as Jsmanese air, ground, and noval forces swept over vast
aress with relative ease and slmost unbelicvedle speed. In attempting

o hzlt the onrush the mir arm carried an especinlly heavy burden.

Tre unique capebilities of its weapons enabled the AAF to reach out
end strilke =% the enemy deo== before slzchble ground end navel forces
could be brouzht imto battle. Vhen the crucisl test came at mid-yeer,
the AAF shored with the Favy the honor of turning back the eneny's
sdvance, and before the year's end its planes had insugurebed limited
offensives in China, New Guinee, the Solomons, £nd the Aleutians,
At the ocutbresk of hostilities the AAF had outside continental
. United States & total of 913 aircraft-,{-ﬁﬁﬁ fighters and 61 heavy, 157
nediom, end 59 light bom‘bers;:-divid.ea smong Panama, Puerto Rleo,

frinided, the Virgin Islends, British Guisnn, the windwerd Islands,

- c -
|
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Hevfoundland, Greenlemd, Iceland, Alaska, Eawail, and the Fhilippines.
An unprecedented progrem of expancion, underteien in the fece of a

. European wer and nmounting tension in the Pacifie, had imposed a heavy

strain upon air facilities and organizations, But despite attendant "

difficultice, reinforcements were beins rushed to American outrosts

The Langnage of‘Gea grdpl.gy

as repidly as the aveilability of men and plancs permitbed, with

special abttention directed to recuirements ﬁ:‘;‘er the Paeific,

g ‘i ' '
. SRR . s
e, Iy
S A In Alaska, the Air Force, Alaske Defense Commend* was both the

smalleet and the youngest of overseas sir forces, Had the Japanese

e

chosen to abttack the naval base .?—ti Dutech Herbor in the Aleutiens on
7 Decembor 19241, they would have met no opposition from Army planes,
for on thot dey only 6 Bel8%s cnd 12 P-36's could be rut into the air
at Flmendors T™eld, 1,000 miles to the east at Anchorage. The develop=
ment of military end nevel instsllations in Alaska had been a slow
process. Construction of Zlmendorf Field hed not begun until 1940,
and the first Alr Corns units began moving from the United Stetes to
Zimendorf esrly in 1941. The 274 Air Base Group, the 18ta Pursuit
Souadron, and the 28th Composite Group, cormposed of the Heodquerters
end Eeadousrters Sauadron, the 36th Bombardment Sguadron {H), and the
773 Bombariment Souadron (), hed all errived by the end of Merch.
. Theugh for a time its planes were limited o a few B-18's and

P-26%s, Ty December there were indications that the air force in

———

* So designated on 17 October, having been formed as the Alr Field
Forees, Llaske Defenee Command on 29 Nay 1241,

| f
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Alagke vould sosn ve sble o provide effcetive alr defensc of the
arca. Undor tme leoaderchln of Eri;_.,:. Gon, Simon 2, Zuelmer, Jr., the
Megon Defonse Comizund vos begloning o Limlement vlans for on alrye
fi0ld ot Unnoz in the Aleoubians, 656 miles vest off Dubtch Harbor, and
for a serles of stogfing ficlds connecting it with the moin base ab
Anchorage. And vhlle the gecrelby of Air Corpe personnel and equin-
nent in the United States would not germit immediote onlargement of
e sledon alr foreo, arranscnents nod Deen wado for uniiss of the
Fourth Jir Force wo oo chifted to Aladn in cnse of invasion ox ofler

CIeTBney,

Iz the Yerritory of Houcil, the HBaoniion Alr Force, uwmdoer the
courmed of lind. Qon. Trocderichk L, Iforbia, hod o fotnl stramoth of
7&& offigers cud &,730 emdisted men, Ibs 231 clrewme st of all fymss
wers bosed on the izlend of Cobw, oite of Tearl Horber Tawval Tase. A
Biczowa Field wore The 5tk ond 1lta ZPombardumont Orowns {(cozmrisins the
18%h Zembardmond Lin~), the 17%a Alr 2uase Groun, the 19th Yeansmort
Soundron, splnbononce commonlesn, cad othor debochmonts, ‘heeler
Tiold wnn tho sicsion for the 158th Air Zoge Grow, ond fhe Lith Pur-
sult Fng, commoseld of tho 15%R and 18th Fursutt Growne cnd necescary
attochod survleos. The E51h O'Dservzz.iﬁ.’@on Sguadron woig locotod at
Zellows Field, on the enutlonatern Ezaé ;f the islend, A sonll field
ot Boleivn, so the norbhvess, wos velngs used In troining nursalt

sguadrans, voaile adlitional fi-lds were beins: emastracited on other

iglemds o the Downdlon grows.
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- —— - --— - South Faciflc Mr Ioufe
Tlotoble in efforts to strengthen Americo's Pacific gerrisons had

been the first flights of B-1l7's to Hawail ond $he Fhilipnines. On
1% Uay 1941 $he 19th Bombdaxdment Group had ferried 21 B-17's in the
initial mase flight of Tlying Torbtresses to Hickam Field fronm
Eomilton Field, Calif, The crews remmined in Hawzil for approximately
2 veeks in order to checl:‘,gfjf/ nmexbers of the 11th Bombardment Group
on the B-17, Suecess of thic filight wointed to the more cmbitiocus
undertaking of flying heavy bombers to the Philippines, and by the
close of sunmer e military alr route had been prepsred from Hawall,
by vey of lildway, Veke, snd Austrolian territory, to the Fhilippine
Iciends, The wulnercbility of this route across Jopenese-nandated
islrmde gove speeizl urgency to an Lir Corps projech, suthorized in
October, for a South Peeifie route by woy of Christmas and Canton
Iolends, the Fijis, and Nov Caledonin to Austrslis and thence to
Iuzon, Responsibility for dovelopment of the roube, which was not
completed until ofter the opening of hostilities, was divided belween
the commondin~ penersls of the Hewsllen Department and of the U, S,
Army Forces in the Fer EZast,
o o . -~ Philivpines

Vhen war come to the Philinpines, the Far Ilast Air Force under
llaj. Gen, Liewic H, Brereton hed been tuilt int¢ the largest of fhe
overseas air forces—S,000 officors and men ond more than 300 sireraft,
concentrated largely on the islond of Imzons Bub less then hal;‘ of

these pircraft were suitsble for combab, and much of the necessary
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equipment wes still aweiting shivment from the United Stabtes. Prepara-
tions for defense of the Islends were going forward rapldly under the
direction of Gen. Dougles €, MociArthur, former chief of staff of the
U. S, Army end milibary cdviser to the Fhilippine governmens., During
the summer of 1941 Genersl Hashrtlmr had heen recalled to active ‘duty
and on 25 July placed in comnend of U. S, Army Forces in the Far Zast,
A nev ermphacis on zir defense was reflected in tae incz:'ease in tactical
units, the provision of more modern equipment, organizational changes,
and zn exbensive progrem of alrfield construchtion.

One yoar prior to the outhreak of hostilities there were only
three nzjor military sirfields in the Fhilippinesw-Clark Field, about
60 miles north of lanila, and lilcholes and IWielson fields on the oubw
sxirts of !lonile., OFf these, only Clark was suitsble for use by bheavy
boumbers. On lindanoo Icland, in the southern Fhilippines, construction
wes soon begun on Del llonte Field, which was to be large enough to
ecconmodabe heavy bombers. By the first of December 1941, three
2dditioncl fields on Luzon vere being used."by purenit plonas, four
more fields were rearing completion, and work had been started om &
number of others.

On 6 iloy the one mediun bombzrdment squedron, one observation
soundron, cnd three pursuit souadrons representing the Adr Corps in
the Philipnines hod been orgzuized into the Fhilippine Denartment Adr
Force}?f In the gsame month the pursuit squedrons beganm to receive Fe35's

~
[
q.f,-»\'l/l’.égesign:te& on 4 sugmst 1941 es the Adr Forces, U. S. Army Forces

in the Fer East,.

i H [
LRI B SN A
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ag replacements for their outmoded P-26%s, and daring the summer &nd
fall a limitcd mumber of F=40B%s and P-403's arrived., On L6 Sepbember
these wursuit squedrons were orzonized into the 24th Furecult Group and
placed unier the commond of liaj. Oryin L. Grover., 4a lncrease in
bombardment and sexvice units beving brought gbout further changes, dm
the oir force, it beceme the Far Last Air Force on 28 October. A
reorganizoiion effective 16 Hovember 1941 resulbed in disbandment of
the 4th Composite Groun and activation of the V Bomber Commznd

ond the Far Eagt Service Command.

The first heavy bombers had arrived in September, when Hoj,
Zmett 0'Domnel? Jr,., led nine B=17!'s of the 14th Bombardment Scuadron
from Hiclksr: Field via the nmorthera routs to Cloric Field. Uwo months
later 26 sdditionel B~17's vere flown from the United States over the
szme roube by crews of the 19th Bombardment Group under the commznd of
Lt, Col. Euzenc L, Eubonkz, In Uovenmber two more pursult sguadrons and
the 27th Bombardment Group (L) arrived by water. <he 27tk Group,
urnder the command of MNej. Johu H. Davies, had been forced to leave
its B2 Aw24Vs in the United States for shipment in = later convoy,
while a last-mimate chonge of orders kept its 15th Sauadron in the
Stctes. The 7th Bombardment Group (H) wes under orders to move to
the Pnilivpines, and the Ffirst wee't of December 1941 found most of
its ground echelon en roube in s convoy which carried also the A-24's
of the 27th Group.

But the course of eveabs did not allow these smd other projected

reinforcemonts to reach their destination. As a result, the Army's
-\l "“'i«h,
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air defense of the Fhilippines had to be provided by one heavy bombard=
nent group with 38 B-17's, one light bombardment group with no plenes,
one pursuit sroup with 90 cperctionsl P-40's, one FPhilippine squedron
equipped with 12 old P=26%s, 2nd one observetion souadron with a
niscellzneous ascortment of 21 planes,

In the Fhilippines, as in Aleoska, on Oghu, and sleng the
porbially comploted South Pecific route, the AAF was preparing egeinst
the dey when the inevitable vould come, but thet day came with

devestating suddenness.
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7. THS HAWATIAY AIR FORCE AT FCARD, HARBOR -~ s
= A e st S [ .

Vhen diplomatic relabtions between Jevon snd the United States
neared the brecking point in November 1841, both the War and Havy
Departments notified their commanders in oulying territories and
possessions, Procedures hod been cgreed uvon in Hzwall for the use
of Army and Uavy sir forces in case of em alr abtack, and during
1943, freguent drill‘s and meneuvers hed tested these procedures. It
vas believed by cc;:'.mz;m’:ﬁgofficers and _thair staffs that fhere was
little chonece of an elr raid on Oalm while the Paeific Fleet was in
Pecrl Herhor. If such sn sbiock wers nade, it was felid thet dawnm
would be the moat likely time of occurrence. Upon receipt of weranlngs
from the Ver ond lavy Departments, forces in the Territory of Hewall
vere pleced on en elert. A temporary eircraft vuraing sysbes, which
was being used pending the corpletion of permcpent installations, was
ordered on 27 Lovenber to be placed in operation from 0400 to 0700
daily.

The type of alert under which the Army and Wavy forces were
overating placed major emphesis on the prevention of subversive acis,
for an estimate of the situation indieated that In Oshu sdbotage was
nore likely then an eneny sbbtacke To protcct alreraft, planes were
concentrated in hongers or in open spaces nearby. Sxtra guards were

placed ahout the aircraft ond eround certain nilltery ingtzllations,

.
: ‘ i
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Constructior was started on protective femeing and flood-lighting
projects.

I% remained for the events of 7 December 1941 to prove that the
iclond of Oahum wog subject to 2 danger faxr greater than that of
sabotage. At 0630 on that Sundey morning the U, 8. 5. Antares
sighted a sucnicious object in the rectricted area off Fearl Harbor.
The object was discovered to be a small subnarine, which vas atjtacked
end sun’t within 15 minutes by joint azction of the U, S. 8, Vapd and
a navel patrol plone, At 0712 the noval base watch officer received
o report of this action and relayed the report to his chief of shvaff,
o alert wornings were icsued, although a desbtroyer was dispatched to
investigate the incident.

In ceccordence with the order from the commanding general of the
Hawaiisn Department, all six detector st=tions of the Howolicn
Intcrecptor Command vere in operation from 0400 to 0700, In nddition
%o the webteh officer, o plotiing detail of one noncommissioned offlcer
and 10 enlisted men was on duby at the informabion cenbter which had
been set up in 2 temporsry installation neor Fort Shafter. At 0700
g1l detector stations closed with tke excopbion of the Opane Statica
at Echulu Point, which remeined open in order to corntinmue training
¢ mon in the operetion of the oscllloscope., At 0702 the station
plotted o group of eirplemes at 136 miles, bearing 0° %o 2% A
revort was telephoned to the informatlon center st 0720, but the
wabck officer did mot comsider i% necescary te tole any action becouse

of on expected errivel of Bwl7's from the mainlernd and the orobebility

b
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o';‘.‘;;\’oi;erntions by navel eircraft. She Opans Staticn tracked the planes
toword the lsland andé then lost them.

® == =T T Attecks on Nevel Instellotions

Two opporiunities for edvence notice having passed, the forces
on Oahn were cormnletely surprised at 0755, vhen more than 100 Jopenese
carrier-btased vlomes swormed over the island fo carry ocut concentrated
attacks on Army and Favy instollatlons, ineluding Pearl Harbor and
g1l 2ir bagses. Tisht betitlechips, 7 cruisers, 28 destroyers, &nd 5
subknarines worc among the 86 units of the Pacific Fleet moored in the
korbor, Por approxinctely &0 minutes Japenese torpedo planes, dive
botbers, znd horizontzl bonbers bore in upon the vegsels in wave after
wave, leaving turaning and exploding warsbips, During this perled u
totel of 30 dive~bombers rade eight cttacks, znd 21 torpedo planes
attocked in four woaves, with 15 horizontal bombers ond several sub-
marines ciso participating. Pattlechips, cruisers, and destroyers
opened machinegun firve almost immediztely, ond within & few ninutes
21)l snfisireraft botberies were in action.
llost of the planes withdrew ot 0825, but 15 minmtes later moxve

borters apvesred and for helf an hour carried out bombing amd strafing
sttaclkks, not only on the craft in Pearl Harbor but =2lco on all lxmy
end Navy air facilities whickh hod been hit in the first rhase of the
actlon, Follouiny thkis series of aitocke Pearl Ezrbor was agaln

. attecked by highwoltitude horizontal bombere,

Dorege to navel inetolletions and equimpment was heavy® Five
S

* Fimres on navel losses ero teken from & Havy renort relezsed on
r 6 Decenber 1942,

LFIR Ll ]
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battleshdps, the Arisgre, Oplifornils, Obilehomn, levsda, and Hegt

Virginics 3 destroyers, tho Ozegin, Dowmer, and Shew; 1 terget ship,
the Utahs 1 ninelayer, the 0glslz, and a lerge floabing drydeck were
either sunl or demazed so severely that they were rut out of action
for a considercble length of time. £lso domeged vere & batbleships,
the Uerglond, Penngylvenle, and Tennessees ¥ cruiscrs, the Helena,
Honolulu, and Releigh: the sesplane tender Unrtlegy and the repalr
shin Vestal, Yhen the filrst atteck begen, 7 noval plones vere carrying
out patrol missions, The attacks on Ford Island, Keneohe Bay, and,
Hwe Pleld rosulted in the wermenent or temmorary disebling of 180 of
the 202 navol sireraft in flying condition, Of the remaining 52
vlznes, 28 took t0 the zir during the day. Included in these totale
are 18 scout bombing planes which tock off from an alrerafi corrier
en route to Fecrl HorDor and thich arrived by chence during the rald;
4 of these bombers wero lost as & result of enemy sction, losses in
Hewrl and llarine Corps percomnel were extremely heavy, with 2,117
officers ond enlisbed men reported killed, 960 missing, and 876
vounded. Aireraft losses could be replaced within a reasonsbly shord
time; recuperation from demege to chips would recuire much longer; and

there could be no immedicte ronlocement of froined personnel.

7 - — ttacks on Arny Alrfields

Like the action at Pearl Horbor, enemy zttacks on Army airfields
revealed coreful planning smd elillful execubion in order to achleve
o moxlmunm cmount of destrmetion., Vheeler, Hickem, and Bellows fields

suffored severe losces in sairereft end installations. Before the
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first attac.b.;,' es‘:én‘tia:'l}:,v a1l sireraft vere either in hargars or lined
up in front of hanpors, in accordsance uith the policy of effording
reximn protection sroinst posgsible sebotege. IThe type of slert then
in effect reguired thet atrcrasft be ready for flight only efter £
hours! notice; the plones were therefore not loaded with ammunition.

AL Sheeler Field the first abteck ceme = fevw mimmbtes past 08CO,
vhen & large formation of dive-bombers flew in from the north at about
5,000 feet, The planes peeled off and at an altitude of from 500
to 1,000 feet released a tobtal of epproximately £5 bombs on the hangar
lire, Two hamsars were hit ard set on fire, along with storehouses
znd barrscls, vhere & considerzble number of cesusliles occurred.
After dropping their Ttombe the planes came down to an extremely low
rltitude =nd strefed the sircreft purked in front of the hangers.
Precer sand incendiary Ttullets penetrated the gesoline tanks, setting
the planes afire. Ammunition wes alse fired inte the windows of
buildings. Officers and men ob Vhkeeler Fleld imnediately began to
texi planes ocut of burning hanpores they pulled undsmaged plares avay
from burning ones, fousht fires, end rescued the woundeld, Shortly
after 0900 ceven planes mede a second citock, apparently exprending
on Vheeler Field what smmunition vag left after the second raid on
Pcarl Harbor and Hickem Ficld.

The attacks on Hickar Field conformed to the pattern of those
on Vheeler, Initisl dlve boxblag, with o hish degree of accuracy,
folloved by strcfing of bulldings and parked planes, resulted in

heavy demege to the Haowaiisn 4lr Depot, as well as to the mess hall,

-

i
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hengers, borracke, end the 3;:;1'?'3, B;-}!.B's. and A}%EO‘S ab the fields
The destruction of repzir docke and stores of supvlies left enly
. limited repeir end cupply facilitiec for the Heweilan Adr Force.

) _~"" TFron the steundpoint of the Jepanese, the attacks on Aray Instoalle~
tione were highly successful. Of the 231 alrereft of 211 types on
hond, 152 were either permemently or temporerily dissbled, leaving
only 79 ussble efter the »oid, Sixteen of these nlanes were observie
tion, frainin~, or owtmoded types not sulteble for combat. While
casuelties anong ASrmy personnel were not so great in number as were
those of the Vavy, the 286 officers and men who were killed, elong with
the 396 who were wounded, represenbted a definitc loss to the Army alr
ond ground unite on Oabm,

- - - - - - — Amy Alr Action

fhe destruction vhich the ¢ apanese brouwght about in their surﬁrise
agsanlt tends to overshadow other aspects of the event, but a small
mamber of fighter pilots tock to the air and engaged the ememy with a
success which belied their lzclk of combat evverience, At about 0850
four menbers of the 46th Sousdron of the 15th Pursuit Group took off
fronm Waeeler Tield in F-J6's end were ordered to proceed at 8,000
feet to the vieinity of Diszmond Hernd., liear Bellows Field they attacked
a formeticn of nine Jepcmese circraft, -1et Lt. Lewis M. Sanders and
2¢ T, Philip M. Resmussen each shot down one enemy plane, 24 lite
Gorden H, Sterling, Jr., €lther domaged or destroyed an epemy planes
tut while doing so he was stteched from the reer an@_.’wa;‘shot down

in flzmes. £2 Lt, Jokn M, Theeker remained in the attack until after

L
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his suns had jammed: thouch hit by enenmy canmon fire, the plane was
returned rafely to Theeler Field., Another member of the 46th Squadron,
et Li. Meleoln 4. iloore, toolr to the nir end encountered an enemy
plane over Kaene Foinbt. The Jopanese craft escooed into & cloud
formation, but only =fter beins hit = nuxber of timee,

The 44th Sousdron of the 18th Purrait Group was on deteched
gervice at Bellows Field for gjunnery training. lotified of the attack
on ‘heeler Field, crews immediately began arming the planes. ‘“hen
Jepenese aireraft anpeared over the field, three pilots attempied to
telre off., 24 Lt, Hons O, Christionsen was killed by enery machine gun
fire while rebting inbo o P=40. 73 Lt. George A. Vhiteman managed to
get his plene off the ground, but he vas imrediately shot down, One
plone, piloted by 1st Lb. Samuel V. Bishop, engzged in combat dub
roceived denaces which resulted in 2 crach lending in the vabors
necrby. In spite of a wounded leg, Liecutenznt Bishop swam zshore.
Low-flying enemy aircrzft over Bellows Field met with gun fire from
0-47tg on the ground when certain enlicted men of the 86th Obeervation
Sguadron, seting without orders, dashed to the planes and mounted
ncehice guns in the cockpits, Yhe men contlnued to fire of the enemy
untii the attack ended,

The only usable zirfield not subjected to concentrated fire wes
the ermell field at Heleivwn, where planes of the 47th Sousdron, 15%th
Pursuit Group, were located. “hen the atback begen on Wheeler Tield,
cortain members of the 47th Squodron made their way to Hsleiws by

emtomobile, Eere, coting without any information zg¢ to the number or

N T2 &
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type of enenmy planer, cix ollots took to the air in PulBls and PeudOls,
nakcing two filghts between 0815 cmd 1000, In the first £filght were
It Ltd John J. Vebster, 2d Ltw. Johm L. Dains, Eemmeth M. igylor, and
George S. Velech in P=40's, and et Lt. Robert J. Bozers flying & P-35.
In the second flisht were Lieutensnt Dains in o P-Z5 and Lisutenants
Bogerz, Taylor, velch, ond 24 It. Herry Ii, Erowm in P.d40ts, These
pilots aceounted for a $otal of seven enemy alrcraft. XYour planes
vere shot dova by ‘elch, two by Teylor, and ome by Brown, OF fthe

six piloty who tookx %o the cir from Esleiva, only one lost his 1life
in setion on 7 December 1941, Lieutenant Doins, on his third flight
thot morning, was shot down over Schofield Barracks, probably by
antieireraft fire,

Mot 211 of the Arny plones which meb the enemy over Caba could
engare in combnt. Unarmed 2wl7's of the 38th and 88th Recomnalscance
Soucdrons, commleting the first 1eé of & ﬂi{:ﬁ?,to the I_"hilippines,
arrived at Oahm in the midst of the attack, By means of skilliul
meneuvering the plenes were landed at vorious points on the island,
Lts, Frapk P, Bostrom, Herry T, Brendon, Robert =, Thacker, David G,
Raxls, 2nd Harold 1, Cheffin, led by lizj. Richard H. Oarmicheel, of
the 88th Squadron, errived at Coilu shortly after 0800. Lieutensnt
Bostronm wos pursued by $he enemy pilenes elmost £l) the woy around the
islend; efter ouiflyinz them ond with only a few minmntes' supply of
gnsoline reznining, he brought the new Bwl? dovm on o golf course.
TLicutenants Brandon, TFhockor, and Rowle flew throush amtiairercft

fire ond enery gan fire to execube successful landings et Hickem

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Ficld, wheres crew members were sbrofed as bthey msought shelter in
ditches. !ojor larmichael znd Lieutenent Chaffin, unable to land
ot Hiclkom or Wheeler becouse of Tires on the ground, manzged to bring
thelr planes down safely at Halelwe, though the effective length of
the field wae only 1,200 feet,

Mej. Trumen H. Landon, commending the flisht of the 38th
Reconnniscance Squadron, led his plames throush to safe landinge,
One of the B=17'e, piloted by It. Robert H. Richards, was subjected
to cn attack by seversl enemy zircrafb, resulting in serious injury to
two erew members and in demage to the plame, wWith allerons damsged
bevond use, a downwind landing was mede on o short runwey withoud
forther injary to crev mexbers, VWhile the B-17's were not able to
vrovide any opposition in their first meebing with the enemy, they
vers soon ermed ond vlaced in use by the Haouniian Alr Force,

Throachout the remainder of 7 December, F=40%s, 4=20%s, Be17's,
B=18's, znd Owi?!s seorched for eneny surfece craft in the wabers
surrounding Osha, Between 0980 and 1520 a itotal of 37 sorties were
mede, The sireraft vernins cystenm had been mub beck indo omeration
shortly ofter 0800, but it feiled to furnish sny rellable inf?rmaxion
on sirercft returning to the carriers. <he Janenege forcgﬁof three i
or four czorriers and attendent craft, by mainteining redic—silence,
had not been detected in =mpprozching Oahm: from 4 ﬂnurth;;;ith the
some elusivencss the force slipped awey fron the icland, unseen by

American patrol and reconnsicconce plones,
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. ) ; -—-_Aftermath

In comporicon vith the resumlis achieved, Jopanese losses were
insignificant, Army forces accounted for 20 ememy aircraft, while
navel forces took a toll of three submerines of 45 tons each 2nd 28
aireraft, Other plenes vere nrobably forced dovn at sea before
reaching their carriers. llevertheless, these losses represented a
small price to pay for erivpling the Facific Fleet, wiving out much
of the alr strenpth on Oshu, omd destroying military and navel installee
tions on the island, There could be nc doubt of the immediate success
of the ctiack, which was g;rga.’oly eided by the elements of surprise
and deception., If the’,:bbtal-a'e,panese objective, however, was the
eanihilotion of the Pacific Fleet, then the attack was oxly partislly
succensful, Tho Yleet was temporarily disebled snd immobilized, but
not permenently lost. iithin o few months 3 battleshins, 3 cruisers,
and 2 other craft which hed been dameged were wut back into active
service. After extensive repsir snd salvage efforts, by the end of
1942 it was evident thet of 21l the vessels sunk or damaged at Pearl
Hoybor, only one;i—the 26=year-old battleship &izona{-:was a tobal loss,.

vaotever extent of destruction the Japumese hopedt to zchieve in
their attacl- on Pearl Harbor, they were not at that moment interested
in seizing the Eawailsn Islands, <helr primery objective ley in the
islznde off southenst Asie and in the western Pacific., After the
lightning blow et Fearl Herbor the Japanese were assured of & consider-
able period of time in which they could proceed with their program of

expaneion unhampered by the Pacific Fleet.

&
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The Joponese were careful to include in thelr plens the eaplure
of Americzn steppingstones to the Far Zast. Ihe attack on Oahu was,
therefore, only one of & series of wldespread acsaulis throughout the
Peeific. On 7 Docember the I'idwey Islomds were sabjected to 30
mimutes of chelling by a force estimated at two crulsers end bwo
destroyers, which approached from the south and opened fire at 2130
Hldwey time {2320 Honolulm time)e Shortly before noon on & December
(1450, 7 Decerber, Honolulu time) approximately 27 lendw-based pireraft
boubed and strafed Weke Island. Farther west, the island of Guan,
surrounded by Jenanese bases, flercely resisted enemy assaulte until
1% Doccmber, Sustained sttacks on iake finelly resulted in its f2ll
on 22 December after a gellant defense by llarine forces on the igland.
Other sttacks on the Fhilippines, laleys, snd Hong Kong indicated the
range of Jopanese intentions and the wide scope of operations in which
American ond British forces in the Iar Dast were suddenly engaged.

Az hed-been-exnecked=dy Americer military-cirategista, war with
Jeren also brought war with the members of the Rome=Berlin Axis.
The task which the AHAP was oeolgned in the global conflict was gigantic
in proportions, and the lesses suffered on 7 December offersd no
comfort to those who had been given the difficult assignment, On this
one day approximately twowthirde of the coubat planes in the Fhillpnines
end Havail were either destroyed or demeged. ihe total aircraft
strensth of the entire AAT was only 3,000 plemes, end of these only
1,137 were cuitable for combab. echion,.

T4 hod been envisszed that the United States mizht be drawn
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into wer vith Jopon snd the Avis simulteneously, and planeg for deploy-
ment of the AAF had been sheped sccordingly. The power of the German
. military mechine amd the exbent of Germem resources indicsted that
the Tirst objective should be destruction of the industrial facilities
which mcde it poscible for Germony to wase war, the destruction to be
eccomplished by long~ronge bombers opersting arninst specific bargets
with the highly developed technicue of vrecision bombing. Zhis
pre~wor plan further stivulated that while the major effort was being
made in Turope, forces in the Pzoific would have to malatain the
Hatrategic defensive,"”

Blthoush chonges znd revisions of certain estimates had to be
made, this plen romcined the basis for 44T acbion when wor come, Zhe
forecs then avoilable were admittedly insufficient for ecarrying out
either phese of the stratezy, bubt the objectives were clear., The
primary considerstion of national defense regquired that thé/ ‘Zéxi‘sl be
defeated first =nd that positions in the Pecific be held until the
offensive could be launched against Jepan. The ALY offensive sgalnst
Gem}'z.ny, however, conld rot be undertaken even on 2 small seale until
approximately 8 monthe after the outbreak of wsr, pending the trolning
of a sufficient pumber of bombordment crewr, the bullding of a darge
foree of heavy bombers, end the prepnration of adequute bases 1n

. Great Britain. During these monbhs the air wnits in the Pacific end
Chinc~Burma-India theaters verc in clmost daily cowbat with a femsbicel

eneny vhose of fensive power seemed almost o heve no 1limits,

~
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#CZ. THS FAR EAST AIL FORCH IN THS PHILITFIIES

The Far East Alr Porece, situated sstride the line of Jepenese
advence in the Lestern Pecific, became the first Army sir force %o
porticipate in extended operatiops in Viorld Var ITe DUefenders of
“he ¥hilippines were destined to fight & losing battle, but the actlon
wag nevertheless important--not only for its deleyinz effect on enemy
plens but slso for its revelation of tactical prineiples which contri-
buted to later Aszerican successes in the wvar. Operating azaiacsth
overwiholming onemy foroos, tnd with insdequate facilitles, few supplies,
and only sm&;l.l roinforcenents, members of the Far Lesht Air Force over
o pariod of § monthg,vl exiracted e boll frox the onemy fzr out of
proportion to Ttheir meager menns.

On the first dey of war Geraral Brereton's commend suffered the
lose of elmost balf its airerefts ‘within 3 days pursuit plenes had
to be withdrawm from sctive conbat end conserved for resonneissance
rurposess within 10 deys efter the outhresk of hoatilities the power-~
ful snd repid enemy andyence forced al]l hesvy bombora to fall brack %e the
Fetherlerds Lest Indies, where the struggle was continweds EBub this
phace of oporotions wes likewise destined to be futile, and esrly in
larch the fewr remsining plunes wzre forced beelr to fusbrelis, where
they providoed e nucleus for the FPifth Alr Forces The famliliar pstbera

of "defeat nnd retreat" was not sltered until Allied eir forcas in the

Soutlwest Pacific could bulild up sufficient stroagbh to offer effective

C b e eadllh
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opposition to the enemy's air power. In the Fhilippines, the dwindling
numter of pursult plones conbinuwed in actlen unbil the end of formal
resistence on 8 liny, Alr Corps percomnel sharing the common fate of
those who stood on Betasn and £t Corregldor,

Yhen wor came, Americsn forces in the Fhilipvines were not cought
unawares, Porhape their only curprise was thet the first asteck
ocourred in Hovoll znd not in the VWecbern Focific., 4Alr Corps units,
slerted slrost o monmth carlier, had ruched %o complete disperssl 2zreas
around the airflelds ent to dig slit trenches znd take ofher protective
measures. FPurcelt plenes were kept armed, and 21l sireraft were held
in flying resdiness.

Cnly o few days prior to the outbrealr of war the 14th and 924
Squedrons of the 19th Bombardwent Group were sont from Clark Field
to Del Honbe Tield, vhere the Bth Alr Base Groun was stationed,
Remaining ot Clark Field were the 28th and 30th Scuadrons and Head-
quarters of the 19th Bombardment Group and the Z0th Squadron and the
Hesdouarters and Feadomarters Souadron of the 24th Pursuit Group. The
2lst Pursuit Squadron, eculpped with F=Z5'g, vas stationed at Del
Cormern Field, south of Clark, The 20th Alr Base Growp, 2d Observatlon
Squzdron, rmd 17th ond Z4th Pursult Scuasdrons were at Fichols Field,
Eeadouerters for the For East Lir Force cnd its bomber, lintercentor,
and service commonds, the 85th Air Base Group, Fhilipnine Air Depot,
end 27th Bonbardment Group vere located at Iielson Ileld. The &
Pursuls Squodron was ab Iba Field, on the west coazst of Iuzon.

Darly on the morning of 8 December (7 December, Honolulu time),

f
g
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at approximotely 0400, the redar ob Iba picked up & large formztion of
sircraft over the China Ses headed towards Corregldor. Yhe 3d Fursnit
Sausdron vae sent to intercept the formation: bub wi:th no information
availeble on the #ltitude of the approaching plones, the P-40's foiled
to effect on imterception emd returned to Iba for refueling. The
reported formation apparently turned back $o sea,

Officlcd word of the attock on Pearl Horbor was sent to 2ll units
et 0430, An hour earlier the commercial radlo =t Clark Field hed
nicked up news of the attack, znd on the basls of this unverified
informeticn, units were ordered to stations, At Del Monte Field
officisl word of hostilities in Eavaii vos reccived ot 0680, Two
B~17's were then dispatched on reconrcicsence missions nround the coast
of Ilindomuo, bat nothing was found to indicute enepy movezenis, The
igland of Iumzon, rather than Mindanso, wes first on the Jzpanese pleon
of abtaciz in the Philippines,

ke encmy feint at 0400 vas followed by enother at 0930, vhen
e lerpe fornation of alreraft was reporied over Lingayen Guif flying
in the direction of lanilzs, Vhen the air alarm sounded, &% Clark
Pield, 3-17's wore put into the air to aveld being comght on the
ground, The 17th Pursult Seuedron was ordered to cover (lark, vhile
the 20th Souadron was sent norbth $o inbercept the approaching planes
in the vieinity of Rosgles. Dut the enemy formation, instead of
proceeding south, svung sharply to the northesst end hit the militery
instzllations at Bagulo cnd aleo airfields st Cabantuen, south of

Ba{;uio.

<3yl
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By 1150 the PudD's of the 20th Pursuis Scuadron end 3-17's of
the 28%h amd Z0th Zombordmend Squsdrons-:-with the excoption of one
plone s5ill on reconnaissance-f-had J.onded at Cloric Field and the bombers
vere beins refucled for & migsion to Formose. The 17th Pursuit Scuadron
hed returncd to Hichols for refueling.

She Z4 Pursuit Squadron, still af Ibe, put all its operctional

P-40's in the air when radar indicoted sireraft approaching from over
the China Sea. Healizins that the approaching aircreft might elude the
24 Squedron, interceptor hecdquerters dispatched the 17th Squadron from
litichols Field to cover Batecan peninsulz vhile the 34tk Souadron was
ordered to nstrol over Hanmila., The Zdi Scundron,after failing to intercent,
hesded back to Ibe, oe ite gasoline swoply wae running low., The P-40fs
were circling the field vhen approximately 54 enemy bombers znd a number
of dive borbers abttocked, Zisht P=40's on the ground eamd $he instello-
tions at Iba vere destroved. Fiphters in the air shot down one bomber
end drove off e mumber of aircraft which satbtempted to strafe the field
sfter the borbing attacz. Fivo F-d0's vere chot down znd three crash-
londed on the beach ofter runnings out of goeoline. The remzinder of
the scuadron landed at O*Donnell Field to the east of Ibz. '
Walle this sekion was 3skins vlace, another formaztion of enemy
plenes wes reported ab epproximately 1120 heading soush over Lingayen
Gulf. Boecsuse the P=40'g and B-17's at Clark Field were still refuel~
ing, the F=Z5's of the 2lst Pursult Sousdron =2t Del Carmen were ordered
to cover Ulerk, but were congidersdly delayed in taking off by thick

clouds of dust. By 1215 the vursuits ab Clexlc wera rendy to teke off
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to cover the fleld. TFour of the Pet0's had just- baken-bo—bho-wdf, &
vere in the procese of telring off, and 5 mors were on the ground when

the field was abbacked by cxproximately 75 eneny boubers., These were

followed by o large number of divo bombers ond figshters vhich swept dn
to strcefe the field.

The sole fishter opposiiion to eremy planes vas provided by the
four P=40's which hzd just tolkzen off., There plenes of the 20%h
Squadran sccounted for four Joncnese aircraft, two of which were shot
dovn by 2% Lt. Pendall D, Keator, +he P-Z5's of the 21lst Souadron,
delayed by dust =t Del Carmen, did not arrive over Clark Field uniil
the attock bad ended, The 17tk Sousdron patrolling over Bateosn end the
Z4th Sonedron over Menila could not be sumroned immediately because
one of the first boobs dropped on Clerk Field had destroyed ths radio
gtation. The 17th eventually arrived over Clecrik, tut only after the
attaciking planes had vithirawn,

Tarouchout the S0-mimube ascawlt the men on the groundi displayed
the same dlaregord for thelr lives thet khed been demonsirated earlier
at Hickam, wheeler, end Bellows fields on Cahu, The vumber of cosualties
wes hish cnd the damase to alreraft ond instelletions extensive, At
least 55 officers and men vere killed snd 110 wounded. Of the 28 B-~17's
and 10 P=40's vhich did not rot into the air, only eeven B.l7'g escaped
ecommlete destruckion and only two or thres of these escaped Gamage,
lioct of the hanpars and buildings around the field were destroyed.

4 The Japsnese nt—the—cni—sf-S~Necowber kad suceceded in wining

out helf the heavywbomber force ond onewthird of the pursult gtrength
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of the Fax Jast Alr Force, OFf the combat aircraft only 17 B-17's,
15 P-35%g, snd 50 to 55 P-40'g remcined, meny of them demoged. Repeir
. end meintenance of these alrcraft vould be extremely difficult in view
of the destruction of spare pertc and depot faeilities,
- .ZIhe Firsh leek

Durinz the night of 8 December the ground crews at Clark Field
salvesed plenes vhich had been nartially destroyed and attemnted to
vub other plenes into flyins condition. <he remoining planes and )
personncl of the Zd Pursuit Sousdron, vhich had been slmost decimat=d
et Iba, were divided between the 34tk Souedron at ZIi‘chols Field and
the 17th Squedron, vhich was to be tromsferred to Clark Field.

Before this transfer was effected, one flight of the 17th
Sovadron wos dispatched to intercept e formation of enemy alrcraft
epproachins the Maniln area from the north early on the morning of 9
December. Dost on the field again hampered the tolte-off and reculted
in the wrecking of two mlenes cnd the death of one pilot. The eneny
forrmation, consisting of spproxinately 10 bombers, flew over Fort
Yellinley ot & high altitude end dropped one bonb, then vroceeded to
unload the remaining bombs on lichols Ficld ot 0315, Three officers
cnd enlisted men were killed and 16 wounded, one hanger vas desbroyed
by fire, zand two plenes vere damoged. ZThe four F-40%s which took to
the 2ir were unsble to cecomplish interception in the dark,

. ixceps for this action, the second doy of wor in the Fhilippines
vos commeratively aviet for the air forces. The demage at Clark Fleld

made it immoseilble for tho bombers to carry out offemsive opercilons,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

oo bLodr8 L2 =

Dhroughout the day, repzir work was rushed while plans vere sheped
for a mission on 10 December, Only thae BLL?'s besed ot Del Monte had
esceped enemy fire, and thege plones would have to stage through Iuzon
in order %o strike at the eneny!s advance froz: the norsh, Accordingly,
late in the afternoon of © December eight B:’,l’?'s from Del Monte were

f
sent to Bem Marcelino, an uncommleted field near Tataan Feﬁinsula,
vhere they were fired on by ground troops but nevertheless succeeded
in londing., Although six mors B-}l‘?‘s: completed the fligsht to Clark
Field at 14%0, they were forced to teke off agaln immedliately cfber
lending and to remain sloft until after dark to escape a threatoned
sir attock on the field.

By this time reports hod been received of ememy convoys off Aparri
nnd Vigan in nerthern Iuzon, and on 10 Decewber the Far razst Alr Force
concentrated on vessels in these two areas, Five B~17's undor the
comnond of Hej. Cecil X, Combs took off from Clerk Iield at 0600 for
en attack at Tigen, escorbed by F=40's of the 17th Squadron. “he Zlst
Squedron, with its P-35's, wos slower in reaching the target. Loaded
with 100-pound bombe, the B-17's made runs or enemy transports, hitting
"severzl of the vessels and possibly sinking one. Following the bombardment,
the pursuit planes came down to a lov 2ltitude and made numerous ptrafing
attacks. -1t Lt, Scomel H. Harrett led the Zlst Scuadron in sebbing
two transports afire, cnd in o final attack on a third vessel he was
killed vhen his plane wos csught in the resulting explosion of the
tronsports One other pursult plone was lost during the ottacks.

After expending their swrmnitlon the PmZ5's returned to Del Cermen,
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and the FwtOls covered Olark Tield vhile the 35517'3 lended, ‘ike
bombers were being refueled when an zir slarm wae sounded; three of

the five plones werc oxdered to toke off, In the air they received
rodio orders to procecd to Del llonte, but becouse of a gasoline schortage
tuo of the plenes lapded ot Sen Jose, Findoro, and one et Focloban,
Loyte,

From the 14th Squadron's B-;-l"r" s at Szn llareelino, five flew to
Oler: Ticld eorly in the morming to picik up bomd loads., The crews were
inctructed to senrch for an aircraft corrier revorted near Aparri, znd
their plcnés were portizlly losded with bombs when an air rald alam
at 0930 couged ell aireraft to be ordered off the ground. Yhose planes
with bombs procecded to malze individuel obitzcks.

One of the bombers, miloted by Cant. Colin P, Kelly, Jr., flew
over Avarri, vhere crew mermbers counted & crulsers, 10 destroyers, 15
to 20 transports, and a larse batbtlechip offchore. Affer Z0 mimutes
of unsuccessful scearching for the cireraft carrier, Captain Kelly
decided to attack the battlechin, although only three 600~pound Dombs
had been locded before toke-off. HReleased in train, the bombs scored
one direct hit cmd bwo near misses, leaving the bettlechin emoking ard
treiling oil. Ag the E-17 neered Clerk Field it wes attacked by eneny
pursait plenes. The left recr gwurer was killed, wad the plane wae seb
afire, Vhen flomes spread throush the radio, compnriment and smoke
began pouring inte the pllotls compertment, Captain Kelly ordered the
crew $o bail out. All except the pilot end co~pilot hai nade the juump
vhen the plane exploded, ZThe co-pilot wes thrown cleer and porechuted

to safety, bub Coptain Kelly's porackute did not open.
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Ths caployment of heavy bombers on 10 Decerber wes not entirely
in accordsnce vwibth prescrited proctice, bub not becouse the crevs end
operctions officers werc loczing in training. Incodequcte commnications
with outlying fields, inmfficicnt nrotection of zirfields, and the
conseouent neocescity of puttins plones into the olr for their nprotectlon
added to the diffienlty of operntions., All these coanditlons, together
with tke extremely limited mumber of mlanes avcilable, nade it impossible
4o onerate cccording to the stendnrd procolurs of ruttorn bombing, Rarely
did I~17's ot Clori: Field kowe time for refueling cnd Tomb-loading before
srnother oir roid clorm vould rut then inbo the sir. Indeed, witan the
ground echelon of Jerenmese oir vnits moving inte iparri on 10 Decerber
it uas clenr thot boxbers covld no lonser oncrate fron Luson, for cnemy
gir supariorit;{ '#;;i;;-’he overvielming,

Zvents of 10 December not only affected future aperation of the
Be17tg, tut likevige chanrsed the use of remaining pursulit planes. after
protective cover cad strafing mloslons of the morning, all eveilcble
parsnit aircraft--nolv concenbreted in the 17th, 2leb, tnd S4th Squodronge—
red heen mut into the nir to intercept a large number of enery planes
cowroaching the lonile cree from the north. Sho formetlon of epproximately
27 birk-zltitude bombers vos provected Ty o lerge force of fighter plenes,
exceeding the For Loct Lir Force intercepting plencs by sbout 100. ik
the excepblon of -1sh Lis. Joseph U, Mooxe and Willism A. Sheppard, the
pursait pilotn were uneble to bresk throuvch the tight cover and reach
the cnemy bombers, The sction for the most vort vas confined to doS-

Tights over llenils Bay.
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Tre encmy bombers conceatroted on I'lekols Field and the navel
tose et Covite, south of llenile., Euge fires ef Cevite coxpletely
destroyed the ravel cupply depot ond .inéustri&}. freilities, including
the pover plemt. One submarine wos a total loss, while znother sutbe
morine and Swo Gestroyers vere slightly demeged. Lo further demonstra~
tions of encmy air superiority vere nceded to convince neval officisls
that unite of the Asintic Fleet were not scfe in lonile Boy. That
richt two destroyers, two submerine tepders, and five small oaxilisry
vopsele sniled for friendly ports to the south of the Fhilipvines.
Petrol Wing Ten, with itc Cebclinas, contirued to operate egoinst
eneny vessels until 14 Decexmber, vhen with less than one squadron in
opcroting condition the iing uas moveld to Yho £Iether1an€!,a Zost Indicse
From the wrecred cnd demared plones left behind, officers and men
eopenbled four comrlede plexes, Two of these later evacucted highe
ranlcing Army oad Uovy officers from the Philippines, while the otlker
two obayed in tke fight until they vere de;s»:x,l-is:r_ed.

The dcpietion of air forces in the Fhilipmines by the cloce of
10 Teccmoer called for & decision s to the deployment of reraining
aiveraft. Sae nunber of pursuit plenes kod teen reduced to 22 F-400s
cnd 8 P=55's, end all observation plures had been destroyed or seriously
demaged by enemy alr shbocks. Sne continued use of pursult planes to
intercept superior forces would in all probs‘bilit}.;esul‘q in wiping
out the feow P~40lg cnd F=35's within a few days. Vith enemy units
moving inkto nortkern Luzon, Genercl Pacirttur!s ground forces-world-

N
-

need::’ infornation whick could be gained only by serizl Teconnaissances
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The deeirion wes therefore nade to use the purswit vlanes malnly fox
observetions no Tartker chtenobs would be mode to meet encmy forces
in tke air. Cn mony of their miscions, however, the planes bombed crd
etrefed torgete of oprorbunity ond ocezsicnally vere sent on atiack
missions opuinst eremy londing forces and olrfields.

Thile encry forces wvere pouring into Aparri snd Vigen, twe aore
convoys moved un to the cossts of Luzon, oue at Zerbales on the west
und ore &t Lezecpi on the goutkenst. Fursult plenes on 11 December
gothered information os to the composition of these forces and at the
seme time sbrafed enemy scoplonec and vessele., Six of the remaining
Be)?'s of the 19th Bombardment Group, now at Del lonte, attempited to
join in the aceculs on Fforces ob Legaspi on 14 December, aftor meling
two gorties ageinst enery shipping at Vigen on 12 December. Of the
six planes which cturted on the mission to Legaspl, one foilled to get
into the rir beeouee of & blova~out tire, and two were forced to turn
beckk by engine trouble. One of $he remzining planes ucs abtacked by
six eneny fishters aftcr berbs hod been dropped on transporis. With
two englnes dead the plone made & crashelanding ab Hesbates ALl crevw
menbore were poved, bub the plene was lobor destroyed by ememy strafing.

Anotker B-17, piloted by 1rb Lt. Hewitt 7., Wheless, was attacked
by 18 enemy plones ac it approacked the tercet., For 20 minutes the
eneny elrcrcft continued to stback the B.17 ae it flev back toward Del
Monte., A1l four gunners were vounded, one fatally. Some eneny pilots,
after emptying thelr ammunition into bhe Bul?'s, flew alongeide the big

plene and peerell into the pilot's compartment, evidently amezed thet

4
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the bomber could still fly. The vlane was completely riddled, one
engine ond the radle vere chot out, the exygen system wes destroyed,
tke rear wheel v spobt off, the fromnt *.-.:;eei-s wese puncbured, and
gseven out of 11 combrol cobles wers shot avey, but Lieubenant ‘neless
mefle & successful erash-landing on & smell field ot Cagayen, Mindenzo,
- : Withdrewal of B-E:'?'s to Augbrelias

In the first weel of wor :he B-17%g hnd demonstrated their
durabilitys in combat aetion they were proving to De reel "Flylng
Tortresses, " bub the continued basing of E-17'g in tke Fhiliynines
wos bardly rossible, Del l'onteewthe only field on lindaneo rultoble
for heovy bombers=-ked nmo rrotecting alreraft or repair facilities
oxd only limited supplies of bombes snd smtmnition. Clearly, the
fiecld could be used only £s an sivanced base., For a more permenent
base the B-17%s vere forced to £zll baeck 1,500 miles southwnrd, to
Betchelor Field, near Darwin, Justralis. 3Between 17 and 20 December
the B=17's, now reduced to & total of 14, flew to the rew station.
Fron there come of them had to fly a similar distonce to Laverton,
rear llelvourne, for derot overheml, *

Yhile Batcheler Field offered comparative cafety from eneny
attack, its locztion wes pot entirely suiteble for the intended
operntionss The plen wes %o operate from Austrslie egainst torgets
in the Philippines, but the distence proved to bte too great for
effective resulbes, JAccordingly, tke borbers remained at Batchelor only

long enoush to corry out twe missions. On 22 December, nine of the

vlence, cach locded with four 500-pound borbs, flew inbo the soubhern
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Fhilippines and hit chips conccentrated ot Daveo, where enemy landings
hzd begun 2 days ezrlier, Beccuce of & ligfht overcast, results could

not be determined, Despite the distonees involved in this mission,

e

*

there nine B-17't reprecsented the lzrgest Jformn.tion to be oot over a
terget during the month of Decembor, Taey londed ot Del llonte for
réfueling end another lood of boubs. 3Before dewn the next morning
four of the mlanee took off for Lingsyen Gulf, vhore they abtocked
encry chivping, The remeining planes, uwncoble to effect o rendczvous,
returned to Batehelor Field.

ihe second misslon from lustralis ocourred on 24 December when
fthree E=17's flev to Del Ilonte, where they were to receive furtker
orders, Unoble to find any orderc snd lilevise unsuccessful in contzact=
ing Nanila, two of the planes on bhe next day bombed the Davao airfield,
thile the third plone reseined ot Del lHonbte becouse of ¢ dsmaged tire.
Azt Ite, George H. Scheetzel end Mvin J, lueller, pilots of the two
attocking plones, meneuvered the craft through heavy pursult fire
Lotk befors end after the bombe were dropned on the enemy-keld alrfield.
The two B-17's limped back to Fatchelor Field, and the third plane
returned after bombing ckipping at Davao, ZThig last bombing mission
of Decenber wes followed by several days of revalir and overhsul work,
when $ke B-17's vere resdield for flighte to Helang, Java, their next
base.

— . . - _— nbexr ]

In the mesntime, purcult scaadrons in the Phillppines, under orders

to avoid direct combat, vere performing recomnainscnce missions over

)
LR SO
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Imzon and harascing enmery holdings around the coast. On 13 December
the commander of the 17th FPursult Sousdron, Li. Boyd D. Vagner, vhile
on o reconneisscnce mission to Aparri, shot down four enemy pursult
plancs ond then destroyed 2 nmurber of plenes on the ground by strafing.
Yhree deyec loter I,ieu’aenant\ Ungner led a flight of three plenes agalnst
the airfield et Vigan, where sunply ¢umps znd L7 enemy planes were
strefed end hit vith S0-pound fregmentation bombe, The attack was
ecarried out in the Face of heavy antiaireraft fire. The plene piloted
by-leb Lb. Russell If. Church vas hit and set afire before bombs were
releaced, Rether then beil out, Lieutercnt Chmreh went into a-dive,
releszed hies horbhe, end then crashed,

Vhen the Jeponcse bepsn lending overntions al Som lliguel Bay in
routhern Luzon on 23 December, #ll availeble planes of the 24%th
Purcuit Croup were losded with Z0-pound fregmentation bombs and sent
to oprose the larnding., Out of 12 F=40's and 6 P-35's in the attack,
£  Pe35la were domcged by antiaireraft fire to sucl an extent that
crash lendings verc necegscry. It was not expected that the pursmit

plames would be zble to holt the enemy lendings, but they did provide

o measure of opposition.

’
-
i

The zhocnee of American ne-.valTi‘orces in the waiers surrounding
the Philiopines gave the Japancse complete freedom of movement and
allowed them to place their forees at any point at will. After 2
weeks of wer they had lended sizeble forces on bhe isglend of Luzon
and were operatirg pursuit eireraft from fields abt Aparri, Vigen,

and Legespi, From this time forward, enemy air attrcks on the defenders

e e epecmm:
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of Imrzon were frecuent and henvy. In the ground fighting the major
eneny effort spveared to be elong the Aringey=hAgoo=Sen Febicn line,

vhere from 80,000 to 100,000 Japarese were beinz concentrzted. To

meet thece Forces General lmcArthur hod approximstely 40,000 men in
partislly cquipped unite. The disparity in size between fhe opposing
forces determined the course for the defenders, Ixcept for outright
currender to tke numericelly superior forces, the only logical course
was to fight a deloying action on cuccessivo lines in central Luzon.
Generzl llacArtiur devermined upon cuch a plen, which foresew & final
defensive position in Botasn, north of the forbrecs igland of Corregidor.

For years Correcidor hed Dbeen envisaged as "the finml citedel
of American resistence in the Fhilippine Iclands.! As the largest of
four islonds commanding the entremee to Yenila Bay, it was strongly -
fortified by huze cuns embedded in the rocky surface. IFort liills, the
Aroy post on the igland, hod barracke on top of the rock, btub numerouns
underground installations:u'vincluaing a hospitel, bomb shelbers, and
tunnels equipoed with btrolley corsamtinde up the elabvorate defenses.
Trhere uas olzo one small landing field, Zindley Field. Toree saaller
forts sugplemented Corregidor's guns: TFord Eughes on Cabello Island,
Fort Drum on Fraile Islend, ond Fort Franiz on Carabao Island.

So ion: as General iachrtbur's forces could hold Corregldor and
other Mapnilo Bay defenses, the harbor and noval base would be useless
o the Jopzmese, whoso capture of llanila seemed inevitable, In oxder
$o0 spave the clviliau populebion General llacArthur on 24 December

ervanged for the removal of $he Fnilippine goverzment Ifroa enila to

AR
Clbfa oy oy
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Corresidor, vithdrew his forees toward Batosn, ond then declared konila

an open city. The Jovpupess, dlcreparding the proclemation, continued
to esubject the defenseless city to werciless bombing ebtoeizs until its
occupation on 2 Joanszry.

The toetical situation debernmined the ermloymeat of the Far Jast
Air Force durin~ the remzinder of the Philipmine campaizn. Because of
overthelming eneny ailr superiority ond lael of sultable bages, the
heavy bodbers hed slready been sent to Australis. “he withdruwol of
Arnmy forcce %o 3otoen mesnt that tho few remaining purcuit nlenes had
to move to boases on the peninsula, a step accompained by the move of
Far Dazt Alr Force headouarters to Austrelic. On Christmos Tve, when
General lzchrthurls forees were withdrawn from liznils, General Brereston
and a skeleton stofi of officers left Imzon in two Catelinas for the
gouth, Their miscion was to estzblich the necessary bases and facilifies
for operations from Sustralic through llindanzo sgainst the enemy on
Luzon. One of the planes flew directly to Darwin, whers Li, Col.
Charles H, Caldwell, tho senior officer, set un temporary headquerters
at a field used by the Royol Australien Alr Foxce. General, Brereton,
hewing been outhorized to cooperate with forces of the letherlands Zast
Indies, as well as with Austrelion forces, stonped ab Soerabsja and
Batavie lonz enough to neke preliminsry errsmgenments for the use of
2ir bages in that area,

Upon erriving st Derwin on 39 December, Genercl Brereton conbinued

negotictions for the use of certein facilities in Mastralia. Frior to
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the outbresk of vor Generzl llacArtlkur had been given the responnlbility
for developing the enstern end of the South Feeiflc ferry route, along
vith establiching a ferry route for rursuit sireraft from Australia
40 the Fhilivpines via Koevanz, Kenderi, Sendeizan, Balirpspan, Zareken,
Del lionte, ond Santw Boybera (on Proay). As commender of the Far Tast
Air Force, Genersl Brercton had held confercnces with Austrelien and
TZI officials regerding the project. Flems for staff coordination and
for the use of Austraolion facilities vere formulated and were being
put into cotion vhen the ver began. Fhls groundwori oroved o be useful
vhen the courze of events forced the Tar Toet Air Force to seelr hases
outside the Fhillpmines.

Air Torce unite remecining in the Fhilippines vere plcced under
the commend of Col, Harold H, George of the V Intercemtor Command.
Throushont the evic defensc of Batarn the rursult aireraft served as
all=rurpoce vlenec. <hey bombed e¢nexy landings on Babtasn, strafed
and bombed enemy elreraft at lichols and Lielson Fields, abtacked
ghirping in Subic Bay, znd intercepted numerous air attacks on Corregldor;
they paotogrophed enemy erbillery p‘ositiona at Caviie, performed
reconnalssance missions as fer north as Linpgayen, ferrled medical
suprlies from llindenao to Batacn, and transported personnel from Batesn
2nd Corresidor to Hindemao. In short, the dwindling number of aireraft
operchbed by the 24th Pursait Group had to function as en enbdire alr
force.

Commoratively few Alr Corps officers and men in the Fhilipplnes

hed an opportunity to perform tke dutles for which they had been

,.._..a«-.._ﬂ':‘. LRt i Al
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trained, IZxzcept for a handful of pilots and maintensnce men, the
bulk of air persommel in Luzon were used as infenbtry and shared the
fate of the other defenders of Bebaan.

- T e Offorts to Reinforce the Fhilivpines

Tnile vithdraving te Batazn, American lenders made proviclons
for continuin~ the fight from other ielands of the Fhilippines, and
extensive preparations vere undertsken in anticination of air rein-
forcement from the United States, Brig, Gen. Williesm P, Sharp,
comnonding $he findenao-Visayen forees, was lnstructed to conbinue %o
resiot the enemy by using guerrilla tactica. Generci Sharp bhad eb
his dicpocal three divisions of Follippine Army troops, comprising
spproxinately 30,000 officers ond men, ond nore than 500 American
pfficers oxd men in addition to zbout 2,200 Air Corps persommel of the
5th Alr Bess Group and attached wnits.

Moj. Rey ¥, Slsmore, commending the growp, bad arrived at Tel
lonte 2 weex pricr to tke Deginning of war vhen preparabtions wers
under wzy for the coanstruction of barrecks and other facilities at
the Tield. The beginning of hosbilities znd the lemding of Jopanesc
troone nt Davao did not seriously interfers vith the activities of
Air Corps units on Mindareo, Vhile the forces undervent infentry
treining and meny of the persommel were vlaced in command of infentry
units, the bulk of the alr force troops woried doy exd night to build
odditional eirfields ani dispersal sress, On 1 Junuary approximately
650 members of the 19th Bombardment Group were added to the infentry

forces on Lindanac. Thrce nights before, they had bosrded & small

Pom o e
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inter-island steamer at lNariveler, and after sliyping through mine-
ficlc{s end underpsoing en abtack by « Jopanese flying boat, they arrived

. safely at llindonro.

Kainteining Del Monte a2s on operationsl base for 21l types of anire
oraft was one of the chief responsibllitles of Lujor Blsmors, who
becane sir ofTicer on Genergl Saarpls ebaff, Careful ezmouflage and
digpersal procedurcs gcove o naximun amount of protection to planes
vhich londed at the fleld long enough to refuel and teke off aszaln for
attoeiks in the Fhilipnines. Alreraft vhich hod to remuln on the field
during dayllout vere poinstciingly covered wlth enormous cuantities of
cocorat leavos, 10 trucklosds of lesves being recuirsd to cover one
B.17. The existence of Del llonbte mode posscible the evocustion of mony
officers and nen who otherwise would not have escaped the fate of the
Prilippines,

lore remarioble verheps thon the maintnining of Del llonte until
the fall of the Fhilippines woge the exbensive construction progran
carried out on lMndanco by sir bage forces woriring in the very shodow

“of the J encnece ob Davac. Flans included the building of sirfields
on !lindanzo and obier islards in preparziion for driving the Japanese
out of the northern FPhillppines. Air bsse tersonnsl were secordinzly
scattered throughout linderioe to select suitable sites and to procure
native lchor for the projects. Within a chort time ouxilicry fields

‘ ked been construeted at lclebeng, llavames, Valenelo, ond Analkin, and
& sogplane base wag prepoved ot Lolce Denzo., DIy the firct of April 1942

there were 21 airfields on lindenno suitsble for heavy bembers and alseo

i
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& munber of smaller lending etrivsg, 2ll well-concealed and hidden from
the eneny.

. Zven though heovy bombers were, for the time being, forced to seck
bases outside the Fhilippines, the cituction wog by no meons regarded
as hopeless: tnd more B-17's were gtarted on their woy from the United
States, TShe Fncifie ferry route via llldway and Vake could not be used
after the opening of hostilities, smd the new route via the South Pacific
vas gbill incomplete.’f/ Fas until the fall of Jeva it vias possible to
send heavy~bonber replacements for the Far Lasht by way of the South
Atlentie, Afriea, India, Sumatra, and Java,

Jemenese penetration in the Tetherlande lagt Indies, hovever,
nrevented the boxbers from being ured nneinet the enemy in the Fhilipaines,
Yhe encirclement of the Fhrilippines, moreover, mecnt thet pursuld planes
and dive bombers could not Te brought in by btont, +he need for fezfection N
feeilities, as well as o supply base to the rezr of the actual fighting,
hed resulted inm en early decision to ceaber such activities in Sustrelis,
but here sgain ]l efforts met with dizcopointment. +she firet alr
reinforcenments to mrrive in Aurtrsliz wore in & coavoy en route to the
Foilipnines vhon hostilitics begem. Consisting of eight bransports snd
freighters, eccorbed by tue cruiser Fenmpeoln, the convoy carried 2,600
Alr Corpe troeps (including 48 pilots) ond 2,000 other troops (including
two regimento of field ertillery), 2¢ well as the usuel troop eouipment

. srd roroxinately 240 notor vehicles, forty-eisht 7b-mm. gans, wxd

larseo f_uyplies of crrunition, bowbe, snd oviation fuel. Alreraft aboard
J

- &
e ST\ Toe Firet B-17 to recch Austrelina vie the South Fecific route srrived
E ecrly in Januery.

T

L

.
L
!IL""i’K‘lU;-.,.

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ineluded 18 P=40%s rnd 52 unassenbled f=24's destired for the £7th
Bonbordaent Groun alrecdy in the Fhilipplnes., 4nong the air force
nergonnel on hoard the troncgort Rermblic were the ground echelqns

of hcadouerters squedron, the 11lih ond 224 Scusdrons of the 7th Tomberd-
ment Groun, the 8tk lUnbericl Soucdron, ond the 88th Beconncissonce
Soundron, vhogse pir echolon flaw into Oalm on 7 December,

After lesving Hewall on 22 Dovexber the convoy took a2 southveshe
ward course instecd of the mormel coursc through the Jrponese-mandeted
islonds,  “he vegsels hod crosgsed the ecuntor when word was recelved
on 7 Deccrher that bostilities kod begmn. Froiecetive meacures were
taken end op nony guns as covid be found vere set uwp on improvised
mounts, bub Tive of the boats were entirely vithout srmement, Iven
after plcking up more guns ot Suva in the Fiji Islandc, the convoy
vas oiill not sdecuately prepared Ho werd off smy ahback. An attenpt
could otill be mode to get tho vewssele to the Fhilipplnes, tut by
12 Decertber the mossibility of sefe ocrrival wos co slisht $hat the
convoy was ordered to Awstrclin., 3rig. Genms Julian F. Bernes, troop
commonder of the Bepublic, wes ordered to assume commend of all U. S,
troops in Australle, to report to Gencral llacdrthur for further
instructions, 2nd to ercet airerafi in the ecergo Tor ferrying to the
Philiopinec

Fropcretions vwere under vsy in Jdustrelia for recelving the
convoy and forwordires aerisl reinforcements te the Fhilipoines as
quickly es pocsible. Yhe U, 8. militery attechd in Austrelia, Col.

Voan S. MerlewSmith, ascting wndor instractions from Vashingbon, wos
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nokine tentative srrengements for eéer;tioﬁ of alrcraft and disposition
of the vessels. In addition, Brig. Gen. Henry B, Clagett wes sent by
. 2ir from Iuzon on 18 Decerter to organirce tke Air Corps unlis expected
&b Brisbenes In the opinion of Generzl lincArtbur the convoy might
£51il1l be sent to the Fhilippines if sufficient naval escort were
nrovided. Accordingly, he plouned for ths Air Corns units to be left
at Brighane forf.;e}ec{;iré airceraft, while the remsining troops end
nmateriel were to be moved on to the Fhilipplines if General Barncs
conzidered the voyage poscible.
‘ On 21 December, when Genecral Bernes received these instructicns
fron General lizcArthur, he ‘wag notificd by the Var Department thot
Haj. Gen. George H. Bredt, who was en route from conferences in the
Middle Zast ond Chira, hod becn nomed commender of U, 8. forges in
Aastreiia. The new comnander vos mssigrned the mission of setting
un © supnly system and of getting sumplies to the forces in the
Philivvines, In route to his mew post Cenersl Brett held conferences
with Britich officiels ir Indiz cnd with Dubch autkorities in Jave,
delerins hio crrivel in Australio until the first of Janusry,

Durins the last week of December therc ves conslderable activity
sround Brishene as hurricd preporations vere mrde to dispose of the
convoy in cecordemce tith General llecarthur's desires. Pending the
arrival of Cemeral Brett, Cenercl Clegett ascumed cormand vhen he

. recched Brisbone on 22 Deceriber, On the following day the convoy
deberked, and troops were cusrbered on the grounds of Ascot and Dooumben

rece trecks, with tenting ené messing facilities provided by the
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fustrelien Army. Arrencencnts hed been mode For the use of Archerfield
and Amberley cirdromes by American troops for erectlon of sireraft in
the convoy.

Several fechorre bampercd the ramid execution of plens, The convoy
kod heen loaded on 2 peacetime basie, with no effort made to place
ecuipment on the come versel with its designnbed unit, As o resuls,
the entire cargo had to b3 unloeded, sorbed, and reloaded tefore any
vegeels could be sent north to the Fhilippines., Zven vith dock laborers
vorking 24 hours & dey, bthis cumbersome process %ock 6 dayc for comple-
tion, By 28 December the vessels in the convoy wore able to start on
their woy to the Fhilippines, but 4 days leter their destination wes
chenged to Darwin beceuse of the repidly deteriorating situatliom. The
48 pilots vho hed debaried at Brisbme%:aome of them still avistion
cadetsi:need.aﬁ additionsl training before they could be zllowed to bake
aircrai‘t\ into combet, and the plaance bhed to be agrembled before any
troining could be ziven.

In order to sot the 1—%24'& end ?{ 40Vs into the Philippines as
guickly as moussible, a number of pilots were sent to Ausirclia by
plore. Before dewn on 18 December, 20 pilots of the 27th Bombardment
Groun end their commander, laj. John E, Davice, climbed into two o0ld
Bn{la's and o GﬁEQ end left Imzon on what they thousght would be a 10=-4ay
mission for their I%Bé's. These flyers were followed on 1 Jemmary by
& limited number of experienced pursuit pilots from the Fhilippinec,

A veriety of eircumebances combined to prevent any of these

pllets from returnins to the Fhilipoines with the plenes which bad

R
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errived in the convoy. Ihe assexmbling of the vlanes vas accomplished
in short order: Tut incofar as combot usefulness wzs concerncd, the
aircreft micht just 2s vell have teen left in their crates. There was
no Frestome for the Pfi40‘s, Awhilu the A%B&'a; vere minug trigger motors,
solenoids, end gun mounta. A thorough ssarch of the cargo disclosed
no trace of the nissing equipment, This situation only =dded to the
discpnointment of the 27th Groupn pilots, vho had been canght withoud
sireraft in the Fhilippines and who pow had 1little hove of getting any
of treir plenes into the Ielends,

A sufficient smount of Prestone waes eventually rounded wp in
Australie for the 18 P{-;é—o’s, but the A;-;,-Béc ports were not aveilable
locally. ahey were started on their way from the United States by
alr eerly in Jenuaxry. Vhile wailbing for the planses to be put in
conbat condition, the rursult and dive~homber pilets, under the
direction of Maj. John H, Devies, cerried out & %roining progrem and
hogyen to organize provisionsl squedrons, Yhese effortg;_w;;a of no
direet benefit to the forces in the Fhillppines, Tor by the time
tko aireraft were recdy for combat the opportunity for flying them
to the Philippines hed passed. Jopznese landinge ob Taraken Islord
(off northezst Borneo) and on the northern vart of Gele:bes Island on
10 Jenuary cut into the pursuit ferry route from Austrelia and like-
wise cndongered an alternate route which wes under conslderatlon. Less
than 2 weels loter smother stop on the originl route was knocked

out by enemy occupatilon of Bolikpspen, in soutkeest Borneo,

Beesnce of the repid encxy advance and bececuse of the difficulbtles

vk st
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in rre-rring plroes rnd nilotz 19r es tat, no revlal reluivroeients
were flovn L-to the Fallipniner rTter Dostilities boormn, forercl

. Uredoilurte forcer tere Tirtually cub off fros the oubside worls,.
Qeeneinnnl £1i~nte vera ~ &e uy bheavy bonters fro: suetrallis o el
Yonbe, tut the nl-oune:r covld stoy on the Tieold ondv lons enouzh to
unlesd tieir errso of soedlend sumplies ~rd crvmnltlon neoled in Tobasa,
On roetora tripe to osterlis the vomkere vore $oxed Teyonl tkolir o -relty
in eveenntles mzn froq llndoneo, “Trier shiprent of suprlies wor lilke-
Wee » brosrdoue wnderteiing, G eovon ching oint iron Australin osly
toree ~reiwrd rt Cetu, rad tren their corgo coule not te trensshinsed
to Epbtenn teeruce of erevy intorlferezce,

L= the dewencre et rround Lie ShRilivmines tisutened with the
#ogedr, s wedlip, Blagk-dssrunalns teanrma alrost Tabile; tub in Voreh one
veggel fro: saslrelia toorin- three orrted }ééo’s saceeaded in recch-
leg Ulndaneo, wiere the ol poa tere poge-bled rnd immedintely wut into
gebion, “Mith the excention ol these tbhree gircrsft, no ndditionsl
vlrnes resched the Far Zact Alr Force unlte in the khilirpines, Thouzn
sﬁﬁa of the vurendt, cheerveiion, pafl mireellrneous outmoded wlrres
left in the Islands continued in retlon untll the very end, the center
of serlel ocerrtlong citer 3 12eio of vrr bnd ebifted frov the Fhilipe

pices to the Metherlsuds Zret Indler,
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Conquest of the Philippines was not the ultimate objective of the
Japanese; 1t was only one phase of a program of aggression in wide-
sproad arens bhroughout the Far Zast and the Pacific, While vast
numbers of enemy troops were pouring into the Fhilippines during
December, others were vounding the British gerrison ad Hong Fong,
filtering t’nfough Thaiiend, and lending on Borneo, Hong Eong capitu-
loted on 25 December under concentrated lend end oir sttacks., Jgpanese
penetration of Theiland met with only tolren resistance, and a pach

signed between the two governments on 11 Decenber paved the way for

- ’ .
-‘f whs, Ve - R

further penetration intofcia..-.‘, 2. 'The 1andings on the northern coast
of Borneo on 11 December, while constitubing a part of the encircling
movenent around the Fhilimpines, likewise morked the inifial eneroach~
ment in the Netherlands East Indies.

With its thousands of islands providing convenlent steppingstones
from the southesstern tip of Asia to Austrelia, the Netherlands Jast
Indies cccupied a strategic position of primery signlificance. Hore
importent, the archipelage was umusually rich in nztural resources;
lerge oil wells and ebundant supplies of rubber, tin, spices, sugar,
and other tropical products would add much to the resources avallable
to the Javomese, while their loes would be & serlous blow to Allled
econony, For these reasons defense of the Netherlands East Indles
against Jepcnese aggresslon assumed a major importence and evoked the

meximun efforts of the :American. British, Dutch, and Australian forces
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in that area.
Defensive preparations made by the Dutch prior to the wer included
. the q.evelopment of small but efficlent alr and navel forces. Approx—

- imately 200 planes of all types, largely of American meke, comprised the
air force., Approxzimately 4 crulsers, 6 destroyers, end 18 submarines,
and o large number of small creft made up the naval forces. Ammy forces,
numbering about 100,000 were composed mostly of native, or Indoneslan
troops incorpletely equipped., The war hed been under way only 1 week
before the Dutch sent all the bombers in their alr force to bases in
Sunmatra, where they were to aid the British in the defense of llaleya.
This move loft Bornmeo without aerisl strilking power, but for the moment
the situation seemed to e more serious in Muleoya than in Bornmeo. 3By
1 Jznuary the strength of the Dutch sir force had been reduced to 158
planes of all types. These aireraft, even when combined with British
znd Anstrelisn 2ir uniss in the zrea, were inaufficlent agalnst
nunerically superior forces.

A similar disperilty existed between the opposing maval forces. The
British Far Bastern Fleet had been practicslly eliminated frem the open—
inz phase of the war when Japanese bombers on 10 December sank the new
battleship‘Pgince of Vgles and the older battle crulser Repulse just
,’off%"-a:r&. Only wea.:f: cruiser forces were then left to oppose the
Japsnese naval units. Attacks on Cavite navel base and Manlle harbor
. had forced the U, 5. Aslatic Fleei, with the exceptlon of e few small
vessels, to abandon the Fhilippine Islands. PFatrol Wing Ten, with less

then one complete squzdron of Catclinas remaining, had to leave the

I
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Philippines on 14 December for bases in the Netherlands East Indies.
Vessels of the Asliablec Fleet sought shelter farther soubh at Darwin,
where facilitles were not entirely adequate but where repalrs could be
made with a relative degree of safety from enemy atteciks An operaiional
comnand was set up at Soerabaje, on the northeastern coast of Jawa,
in order to coordinate fleet activities with those of the British and
Dutche Zhe chief task of thesc latbter two forces at the moment was in
convoying troops to Singspore snd protecting merchant shipping.

Their concentrntion on the tense situabtlon in Malayz polinted wp
the need for serisl striking power in the eastern and northern pari
of the archipelsgo. The Japanese were pourinz into Fuchlng, in the
northern part of Borneo, after their landing on 16 December; and
according to their usual plsn of setion, only a short time would elapse
before thelr alr forces would be operating from the island, In order
to forestell this development and a gimilar development in the Daveo
region of Mindanao, Genersl Brereton while en route to Australia in
the latter part of Pecember had conferred with officials in Jeva and
made preliminary arrangements for basing the B=17's of the Far Zast
Alr Force in the Fetherlends Best Indles, Although the bombers had
been sent to Darwin and original plans called for the esteblishment of
Far Bast Air Force headguarters there, the difficulty of carrying oub
operations over great distonces had indicated the need of bagses farther
north, Genersl Brereton arrived at Darwin on 29 December, and by 1
Janusry a total of 11 B-17's had made the £flight from Tarwin to lelang,

shont 60 miles inland from Soerabaja, Java. While MHalang was to be
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the main base, operational plans called for the use of advanced alrdromes
on Borneo and Celebes,

. Stopping at Samarinds, Borneo, long erough to refuel and take on
bomb loads, 8 of the B«17's on 4 Jenuary flew to the Davao area where
they dropped nearly 10 tons of bombs on enemy shipping. In this first
sacceseful mission from ITI bases, the B=17's were reported to have sunk

1 destxoyer a.l'zé. scored.‘S };its on o battleship., A second attack on
Davae shipning made by’ 9 Bl?'s on © January, was not so successful.
Four plenes were forced to return without dropping thelr bombs, and poor
visibility over the target hampered the remaining plemes. An advanced
airdrome ab Eendorl on Celebes was used for this attack.

Hore frequent operations could not be carried out because of the
time-consuming process of flying from Malang to the advanced alrdrome
for refucling and bomb=loading, thence to the target, back to the
afvanced airdrome, and finzlly to lizlang--the entire process requiriang
8 days. Additional time was required for naintenance end repalrs and
the small nomber of avallable bombers limited the extent of damege to
the enemy. However, prospechs for the development of a larger striking
force were conesidered good, for the air echelon of the 7th Bombardiment
Group was on its way from the United States, via Afrlce and India, 1n
IB=30's and in new B-172's with tall guns, improved waist guns, and
:power-o?era’ced. turrets. Promise of at least & semblance of a halanced

. ailr force was held oub by the A-24's and Ped0's in Austrzlia vhich were
ordzinelly destined for the Fhilippines. If their assembly and the

training of their pilots and erews could be completed in time, These

- .
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planes would add substentielly to the effectiveness of the forces in
Jeve.,

Plans for the use of Australien fecilitles were unchanged by the
shift of eserisl operotions to the Letherlende Bast Indies. Australia
was still to be developed as 2 major supply base and reception center
for reinforcements arriving fron the United States. lej. Gen. George
H, Brett, who had been mede commender of the U, &, forces in Australis,
upon srrival =% his new post on 1 Jamery immedlately made a survey
of the situation., He first nomed Brig., Gen, Julian F., Barnes as his
chief of stoff end placed Brig. Gen. Henry B, Clagett in charge of
the port ab Townsville, Flans called for development of a large
advance bace in the Darwin area, where proximlty to the Netherlands
Tagt Indles would facilitate the supporbt of those opereticns. In
addition to being the jumping-off point for tectical alr unite, Darwin
would serve a3 & secondary base for first and second echelon maintensnce.
The Townsville ares, on the northeast coast, wes to be developed as o
major repair, naintensnce, end supply base; and the Brisbane ares,
ferther south, as e larger msintenance end erectlon base and trans-
shipment point for Townsville and Dexwin. The reception end distribu~
tion center for troops arriving from the United Stabes and slso the
headouerters for U. S. Army Forces in Bustralle were to be located at
¥elbourne, in order %o effect betfer coordinstion with the HAAT znd
Augtralien Avmy officisls., Before he had time to meke more than
preliminary errangements, however, General Brett was ordered to Jewa

in another commard position.
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- - ~ The ABDA Command
The problem of coordineting operations in the Netkerlands East

Indles was enlarged with the arrivel of American alr and naval units
in the islends. American, Britieh, Dutch, and Australien forces were
now fighting a common enemy throughout the vast ares from the Haley
Perinsule to Dew Guinea, but there was no ualty of coumand and very
1ittle coordination of effort. o cops with thie situation the United
Tations ennounced on 2 Jarmery the formatlon of the American, British,
Duitch, Australien Commend (ABDA Commemd), %o be under the Britich Gen,
Sir Archibzld P. Wavell. Gemersl Brett was mede Deputy Supreme Commander,
end General Brereton was nsmed Depuby Chlief of the Air Staff. Adm,
Thomas C, Hart wes pleced in operationsl command of the combined newval
forces, while the remaininé steff positions were filled by other
representatives of the member netions, Temporery commend of the Far
Bast Alr Force woes assumed by Col. Francis !I. Bradys Col. Bugene L,
Bubank contimmed to heed the V Bamber Command, ané General Barnes
beceme commander of the U. S, Army Forces in Auetralin, which were stlll
to support operations in the Netherlands Dast Indles,

— Egtobliskoent of the ABDA Commend did not actuslly get under way
until the middle of Janusary. Gjen?ral Wavell arrived on 10 Jenmery and
formally took over the commana's deys later, On the 18th of the month
headquarters vas established at a remote mountain resort ab Lembang,
10 miles north of Bandoengs, Jave, Since communication facilities were
not entirely satisfootory, some time had to be spent in inproving

them end also in eouipping the hesdouerters. At the seme bime, the

[
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Far East Air Force wag moving its headquerters nearer the scene of
operations, after having remained gt Darwin until 14 Januery. Within
4 deys, oir force hesdauerters made three moves: first to Soerzbeja,
$hen to Batevia (headcuarters for Dutch navel forces), and finelly to
Bandoeng on 18 Japuarye

The B~17's of the 19th Bombardment Group were still based atb
Helang, end by 11 Jenuery they had been provided with new targete.
Javenese lendings on the small igland of Tarekan, off northeast Borneo,
end &% llenade, on the northeastern top of Celebes, constltubted a direct
threat to the sefoty of edvanced airdromes which hsd been used by the
B.17'g in thelr two attecks on the Philippines. From this time forwerd.
with the exception of a flight t(; el Monte on January 19, st which
tine Jolo in the Philippines wes attacked, the bombers were used in an
effort to stop ’the Jovenese advance in the Netherlends East Indies.

By ueing en sdvenced airdrome at Polembang, Sumatra, the planes were
abie to attack tke enemy as far west as Sungel Poteni, on the ilalay
Penlnsuls. In these widespread operstions rarely could more than
seven or elght plenes be sent on = mission, even after the arrival of
the alr echelon of the 7th Bombardment Group.

The first IP=30%s of the 7th Group arrived at Malang on 11
January, having flown from the United States via the South Atlantlc
route, Lhree days loter the first B-17'e to fly over the new South
Pacific ferry route arrived in Java. Since fzcilities were still nod
complete along the Pacific roube, most of the remaining bombere came
by wey of the Atlantiec, and were based in Jeva &t kalsng, Djogjakerta,

or Madicen. Though lacking in combet ezperience, the crews of the ?th
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Group were yut into action as soom as thelir plsmes could be made
ready. Thelr first mission, on 16 and 17 Januery, gave the new

. crevs a toste of vhat they could expeet in opersting agalinst the
Jepanese; it likewise gave the Js.panese a taste of the new B-17E,

Barly on the morning of 16 Jammary 3 IB=30%g and 2 B-17E's flew

from Melang to Kenderi, where they were vefueled and loaded with
borbs. The IB=30's then attacked the airdrome at Langoan, 20 miles
south of Menedo, hi'l';t!.ng the runwey and parking aress, The bombers

-

vere intercepted by 5 Zeros, 1 of which vas shot down. Only 1 of the
LB-301s reached Melangs tle other/;‘a mode forced landings and were
later rescued. Thga Bwl7's, piloted by lzj. Conred F., Necrason and
Lt. J. L. Dufrene, bombed enemy transports in Mensdo Bay. Affer
completion of the second bombing run, the planes were subjected %o
heavy fire from 15 eremy fighters, irsluding-2-Messerschmittes In
accordance witk their usual tactics the enemy planes pulled up from the

resr and attacked wha.’a they thought was the most vulnersble part of

.
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the bombers. , E‘ive ae*asnux‘*‘*‘:’.ecﬂemmt‘c were promptly shot down.
During the 40-mirute battle Pvt. Arvid B, Hegdahl, tell-gunner
on the plane piloted by Major Hecrason, was wounded in the leg after
he had shot down 2 Tighters. Ab one of the side gune was M/Sgt. Louis
1 Py Silwa, gz-year old line chief of the 9th Bombardment Squadron.
Because of Lhe scarcity of experienced gunners, this veteran h=d
insisted on accompenying hie sguedron commender on the first nisslon.
Officlaliy credited with d.owniné’,"-?: cnemy sirersft. he slso found $ime

to zseist in cerrying the wounded tail-gumner to the forwsrd vart of
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After fighting off 15 enemy fighters the 2 B-17's lended at

. Fendari for refueling and medicel aid. The plame plloted by Lieutenant
Dufrane hed one engine outs of commission, while the other B=17 bed
ouly a few bullet holes in 1t., The bombers had alreedy engaged In
pore then their share of aciion in theilr first combet, bubt they hed
1ittle respitie from epemy fire. Ab 0216 sn eir-reid olarm sounded at
Eendari, and‘sl eneny fighters were over the field instantly. Hajor
Necrason took off in the face of the attacking planes., Serviecing had
not been coupleted on the other plane; it was destroyed on the ground.
Hajor Wecrason's crevw fought off 3 eneny fighters and finelly nade &
safe lending at Helsng 6 hours later,

The use of Kendari and Samerinds as forwsrd bases for heavy bombers
was soon cut short by further Jepencee advances, Fossesslon of the
volushle Balikpspen oil fields, just south of Samarinda, was one of the
objectives of tke enmemy, but the ‘flelds ;:ere destroyed by the Duteh
just prior to Japonese landings on 28 Jemuary. Simdtaneous lendings
were made at Kenderi, followad by obthers on Ambon Island, east of
Kendari, on 30 Jammary. DBebween 22 January end 2 Februery, whille
eneny convoys were moving through Macassar Streil, the American and
Dateh air and naval forces atbacked with all the strength they could
master. After this series of engagements tho combined forees amnounced
thet 15 Jepanese tronsports had Deen sunic and 22 demaged. In spite
of the opposition, the Japanese succeeded in’ their landing attempts on

. ‘{"/x’:‘iva months later Sergeant Silve was killed in an airplane accldend

S|4 Q bustraiia.
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Borneo and Celebes. The faet Ithe.t Jezpaness gir forces were now
within bombing ronge of Jova meant that airfieclds on the island were
no longer safe from enemy attack,

- —-——-— Eppsuits znd Dive Bombers

Dhe first Jepanese bombers were not long in putting in their
appearance over Jave, for on 3 Pebruary heavy attacks were made on
Yalang, lladioen, and Soerabaja, The a:l.rdr]ome at Hadloen was severely
Gemaged; and 31 Allied sircrafi, includingl 4 B-17's, were destroyeda
In these abbacks the Japanese met opposition from American pursuilt
vlenes for the first time in the LEL campaign. The 17th Pursuli
Squedron {(Provisionzl) had been formed on 14 Jamuary from the pilods
snd F-40's availeble in Augtralia, The souadron had proceeded in two
flishts from 3risbene via Darwin, Loepang, end Walnzepoo to Soerzbaja,
completing the flights on 24 emd 26 Jenuwery, During the enmemy attack
on Soersbaja, a flight of P-40%s provided intercepiion. One P-i0 was
losd, while enemy losses included 1 fighter and 1 bomber,

The npumber of P~401s flown from Austrolia to Java was not sufficient
to provide interception for every ememy abback on the igland, Zhe in-
sdequete warning system frequently did not give sufficient advance-notice
for getting the planes into the zir. It was only by operating from
a well-hidden field 't[;n miles southweat of Djombang that the pursuit
plenes were spared destruction on the ground. llore P-40's apd pursulb
pilots fron the United States arrived in Austrslia on 12 Jemuary, bat
only & few of these wera able to resch dava., Of the totzl of 40 PuaQts

which left Brisbane for Jave in Jzouary, only 27 veached their
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destination., fwo were destroyed on the ground at Koepang durlng an
eneny eir gir ettaclk, L‘-St vere destroyed in similar sction ot Bali (off
the eastern end of Java), and others were lost in combat at Balil or
1left behind because of engime trouble. The F=10fs opersted as fer
wost es Pelembang, ond sfter the middle of February they were flying
two or three combat missions & day. ZRegelving only first echelon
mainbensace, the planes were often flown while badly in need of repairs.
) Ten of the P~40's were sent west during the middle of February to
attack Jeponese landings at Felembang. These landings wers preceded
by the first parachmte operations to be used on a large scale in the
Indies. On the mornins of 14 February o totel of approximately 700
eneny parachute troops were dropped near Pelembang in an area of aboul
12 souare miles, with the objectives of capturing the airport and of
seizing the oil refinerles before they could be destroyed by defending
forces, The eneny plan was not successful, because the delayed arrival
of supporting forces from the coast ellowed sufilcient time for the
defending Du‘beh:.gé{:’;cesf;ao vipe out the parackute troops end to destroy
most of the refineries and installations., On the following day, kowever,
lznding forces proceeded up the Noesl Biver and captured Falembang and
its airport, Ten P=d0's could do 1ittle to hamper the landing of
troops from <0 vessels. After this mission, the operating stremgth of
pursuit planes in Java ves reduced to less then 20 PwdOls,
" The A-24's in Austrslis vere even leter in reaching Java than

were the F-40's, Three scuadrons were orgenized and-vere prepared to

neke the flight northward. Under the commend of Capt. Bdward H. Backus,
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the 91st Somedron by Februery bed flown via Cherleville, Cloncurry,
and Daly Veters to Darwin, exnd on 9 and 11 February the plenes left
in two fllgshts for Koevang., The threst of eneny oceupstion of Yimor
provented the 16th and 174k Scuadrons from leaving Aunstraliz.

¥hen tke 11 A=34'g of the 9lst Souedron srrived in Java, their
pilots and sunners found thet nore than 1,000 Javanese natives, under
the direction of two Dubeh officers, hod been tuilding an sirfield on
what was foxrmerly riceland. DBamboo mabs were snread over the sofb
field and covered with 4 inches of dirt. Severzl A-24's bogged down
in the mud and had to be lifted out by maln strengbh. Vith only two
qualified mechanics available, 4 deys were reculred to put 7 4-24's in
combat condition. On 18 February the 7 planes assembled st Helang for
refueling and boub-loading. On the next day the Jgpanese were glven
an effeetive demonstration of the A-24 in action,

At Malengy the plones were losded and were zwalting orders to
stback 2 convoy of troops approaching Den Pesar on Ball: at approximetely
1248 the eir-raid slarm sounded. Orders were issued for the planes
to be placed bvack in revetments, In the coafusion, however, Hwo pllobs
received orders to tokte off. Avolding ememy fishtors by staying
bebween two clouds, the pilots flew to Bali and broke oub over the
harbor, vwhere a crulecer and s transport were sighted ae merfect targeds.
The lack of antiszircraft fire indicated the surnrise of the Jznanese
ae the two planes dived wuwpon the vessels, Direct hite by 110-pound
borbs end near nisses with 660-pound bombe, which-neretrabted below

the-tine-of—ormor plete-before—expleding, coxblned to sink both vessels.

AN
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The A~24's returned sefely to lalzng,
: 18 Febpuary

Throughout the afternoon of 19 Fedruary heavy bombers took off
fron llalang and lladioen e bomb enmemy ships nearing Bali. The attacks
were continued on the following dey, with z1l aveilsble forces pariici-
pating. Seven A-24's were escorted by 16 F-40's in one of the few
Hjoint" ections of the air units, Vhile a consideroble amount of
danaze wes inflicted on enemy vessels, the Jeranese continued %o
gstrecm ashore on the small islemd 2nd to prepare the airfield ab Jen
Pasar for operations.

The 19th of February was something of a field day for the Japanese
throughout the 131 area. In eddition to their operations at Bzld, tkey
effected lendinys at Dilli in Portuguese Timor and also carried their
blows to the conbtinent of Australia, Limor was of particular importance
to Allied air operations in the Irdies, for the ferrying of pureuit
planes end dive bombers to Jove depended upon the airfield at Koepang,
Datch Timor., NHo slternate lezmding field was availeble in the 1,300-aile
stretch from Darwin to Jave, After Jenanese occupation of Dilli, on
the northern part of the island, no more planes could be ferried fron
Augtralia. Furthermore, enemy control of the islend meant control of
the cee betweer Jova and the northwestern part of Australia, which
ves included in the ADDA Commend arez.

Efforts hai been made to reinforce the gerrison at Xoepung with
Austrelion cnd American troops. A fast convoy of 4 froop ships, escori-

ed by the Houston and the Peary, had left Darwin shortly after nidnight
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on 15 February. About noon the convoy was sighted by 2 Japanese planes
and on the mext day was severely bombed. After the attack, the vessels
continued in the direction of Koepsngz, bubt orders were soon received
to return to Darwin. By 18 Pebruary the convoy hed reached port and
troops proceeded to disembarle, while the 2 destroyers refueled and
prepared to Jjoin bhe naval forces defending Ball, Only the Hougton
vas 2ble to clear the port befors 19 February.

During this tinme o flight of 10 P-40's of the 334 Pursuit Squadron
{Provisionzl) was atterpting to reach Koepsng from Darwin, Then
unfevorsble westher was encountered, Maj. Floyd J. Pell, commanding the
f1ight, ordered the plsnes to return to Darwin, Ee instructed 5 of
the eircraft to patrol over Dorwin while the other 5 were refuelinga
_ﬁ;t spnroxinctely 0955 & large formation of enemy bombers flew in from
the south, surprising the defending forees by attacking from an
unexpected cuarter, Hejor Pell immedintely had the extra tanics removed
from the F=40's on the ground, end led the planes into the air where
they rejoined the remaining 5 P~40's for interception of the bombers.
The tobal abbacking forces mumbersd avproximately 72 bombers and 36
fighters; nevertheless, the 10 P~40's attempted to penetrate the
formations. One enemy bomber was rkot dovn end ofhers were danaged,
vhile Major Pell and: 3 other pilots of his squadron lost thelr lives
in the action,

Such an overvhelminze force of bombers assured the Japeanese of
frec range in atteckzing eny target in the area. They were eble to

destroy the alrport, warehouses, docks, end virtually every vessel in

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

605328 67 4

the bkorbor, including the Le__azx.. The entire city wac strafed and cet

#fire, Adrcraft losses in the air znd on the ground included 11 F-20%s, .
. i Eudsons, snd 1 LB=Z0. Destructlon throughout the city was so severe
tkat by nilghtfall the entire ares was ordercd evacuated, and both civilians
and eerbtein military forces prepared to move south. Lo further enery
abtzeles were needed o convince officials thot Derwin could not be used
as & supply ond transthipment tese for forces in the Netherlands Tast
Infies,
mm o m-— =-— ——— Tta Fall of Jawe

By this time the Jepenese were driving on Jave from three directions.

The grect fortress of Simgepore haed fallen on 15 Februery, similtsneously
with Jencnese occupetion of Polembeng. Fron this point the eneny could
exsily bomb the Dutch navel base et Datavis, only 260 air miles awey, and
Soercheja, 675 milec away. In addition to abtacks from the west,
Jarenese air forces on Borneo and Celebes were pouniing Jave from the
north, For tke third prong of the asseult, the enemy was now in
poscession of Timor and of Becli, just off the eastern end of Javas
From 3 Februcry, when the f£irst air attacks vere mede on Jave, the
Aliicd alr forces were never free to operate according to their own
plems. ‘*he 1ittle meintensnce and repsir work which could be under~
token hed to be dome at night, and plenes had to be refueled and loaded
vwith bombs by morning. Only by wutting the btorbers inte the alr could
dectruction on the ground be evoided, Thic constant operation of planes
incressed the wesr on motors snd nade operationel losses higher than

they would have becn pbherwise. By 24 Februery the American air strength

‘
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in Java had been reduced to 30 heavy bombers, 7 A-24'g, snd 16 P=40's,
of which only 10 heavy bombers, 4 A-324's, end 18 Fad0's were in com—
mission,

In viev of the rapidly diminishing supply of aircraft and the
slisht chence of aerisl reinforcemente, officlale of the ABDA Commend
hed nlresdy become convinced that further defense of Jave was hopeless.
Initizl surveys hed been mede for continuing operstions from Indie and
Augtrelie, and pleons were made for evacuating some of the American troops
from Jave, By 20 Februexry all sircraft which could not be used in combai
vere evacucting wonessentisl.clerical -forces emd militery ).ersonnel not
required for the operation of remainlng aireraft. Certaln Air Corps
reinforcenents which hod arvived in Australiec at the beglnning of February,
destined Tor Jewa, were placed in another convoy and diverted to Indie,
gince Genersl Brest felt that the Air Corps troops elready in Jave were
gufficient to operate the planes then availsble or likely to be avzilable.

On 23 Februnary Genersl Wevell received orders from Lorndon to leave
Jave end cet up heedoucrbors elsevhere, At the saue time Cenmercl
Brereton end & spall staff of officers lefi in two heavy bombers for
India, where they were to build up an air force o oppose bthe Japonese
drive throuzh Burma, GCencrsl Brett, on the other hand, flev to Melbourne,
vhere he assumed command of 211 U, S. Army troops in Australis. Fhe
ABDA Cormend ves officielly dissolved ab moon, 23 February, at which
time the Dutch took over the direction of further resisbence agalinst
the Jzpanese.

It was expected that the Duteh forces would continue to defend

[ B -
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their territory, but they vere not left entirely without ald. Nany

British and Americen troops sbill remsined in the iclends. Gen. George
‘ C. Marshall, Chalef of Staff of the U, S, Army, particularly desired

tkat the Americen forces in Jave contlnue to operate as long as possible.

For thiec veason, 21l Ameriean combat crews with minimun maintenswee

personnel and ground fighting forces were ordered Lo remain, even

though the ABDA Commsnd wee dicsolved, Colonel Eubank was left in

cormand of tke air forces, Hesdouarters of the V Bomber Qomme.nd noved

to Djogjekerta, the field at Malang was dectroyed, and forces were

regrouped for tho lest-ditch stend, which proved to be of only i weekts

durstion,

Hecnvbile, Genersl Brett in Austraiiz sought for mesns to gid

the troops remalning in Jova. Vhile the tramsfer of heavy bombers wes

suspended, there was £till a2 tare chence that a large nuxber of FadOls

might turn the tide of the battle. The convoy which had sailed from

Australia for Irdis included the Seswifch, carrying 27 crated P-40's,

end the aireraft cerrier Lgnslev with 32 acsembled P=40's, 30 pilots,

end 18 crevmen on boerd. Upon receiving assurances from Duteh

officials that proteection would be provided, Genercl Brett directed
that thelz vegsele be diverted to Java., Unfortunctely, tke 59 P-40%s
were never sble to get into combst, The illw-fated Lepgley was sunk by
enemy alreraft on 27 February within 100 miles of Tjiletjep, Java.

. The Seawitch reached Tjilatjap on the following dmy, only to find thet

the Jopanese were prepariny to overrwn the islcnd, after having emerged

victoriously from a fierce neval batile in the Java Sea. The 27 Pm4a0%s
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vere reported to have been destroyed in their crates in order %o
prevent thelr falling into enemy hands,

The navel battle had developed on 27 February, when Allied air
and navel units attempted to stop o Jepanese armeds of more than 80
vessels spprosching Jave from the northeast. Enemy escort forces,
possessing overvkelming odds, vere eble to hold Allied vessels off from
the convoy., All mvellsble ILB-30%s, B-l7lg, A-24's and P-40's were
throwvn into the opercition, but clovds often obscured the targets and
a complete estimats of damaze could not be made. DBecause some dlfficulty
was encounbered in distinsuiching Allied from eneny veseels, sirmen
were ordered in the latter part of the battle to atizck only transports.
Allied neval forces suffered the loss of 5 crulsers and & destroyers.
Seversl enemy crulsers, destroyere, snd transports were set on fire.
Undeterred in their objectives, the Javznese on the night of 28 February
effected landings a.t:' 2 pointe on the northern coast of Java, On the
next day the few remzining naval units of the U, 5, Asietic Fleel were
forced to wlithdraw to the soubh, and the American air forees flew their
logt combab missions in Java.

Final micsions egainst Jepanese trensports along the northern coast
wore complebed on tho morning of March 1. By then the number of B-17's
in commission was refueced 'ﬁola. Pour heavy bombers, unable to teke o
the alr, were destroyed on the ground ab Bjogjak?rta. The P-40's,
joined in their lost mission by 6 Brewsters znd 5 Hurricanss, returned
to their hitherto secret field and were placed in dlspersal positlons.

Japenese bombers soon appeared over the field, and by flylng low found

LT
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the P=40'g. At the conclusion of o heavy bombing and strafing sttack,
every pursult plane had been destroyed. Approximatoly 25 officers and
60 men who hed beer operating the plenes then made thelr way to
Djogjokarta, where plens were being laid for evacuation of remaining
air force personnel, Under cover of derkness £ 75-vehlcle convey was
sent to Tjilatjap, last remeining port in Datch hands; troops were then
relonded into vessels for the hazardous trip to Australiez.

Doring the nex1; [I:S days every plame which could be made to fly wes
sent to Austrelia with loads of military persounel and Dutch clvilisne.
Combat planes, thought to be incspable of flying, were ingeniously
repeirved end held together long enoush for the trip to Broome, Austrelis.
bs the last plene cleored the field in Jova, Duteh forces began to
destroy 2ll ingtellations snd to blow up all lending fields in order to
deny their immediste use to the eneny.

The eveeunetion vas not allowed to proceed unchellenged by the
Jopznese. Shortly before noon on 3 March, vhen the harbor at Broome
vas jarmed with flying boats end the airfield covered with American,
British, and Duitch planes, spproximately 12 Zeros gwooped over the
harbor sud airfield, firing abt every available target emd meeting no
opposition except from one .Z0-cel. gun on the ground. & large nurber
of desths occurred axong Dubch women and children crowded into flying
boats, An inconing B-24 cerried 20 sir Corpe men to their death when
it was shot down. Two other B-24ls amd: % Bu17's wore lost on the
ground. Dubch losses ineluded,é plenes, while :!3 szitish and 1

Australisn aireraft were destroyed. The Jepanese also atbucked

IR SR W

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

{
o

' s 64
' 6L5308 [

Lyndham, o eonstel town to the north of Eroo~e, The only kuown enemy
logg in these rrids wasri Zere,

Pormal reristoree in Jrove contiaued for only = few days longer,
althoush suerrille retlivities continued for =z ny monthe after the end
of formzl communliecations with the ontelde world on 7 Mnreh, Hlenents
of tke Fer Dest 4ir Foree, redesisnated on 5 Februpry s« the Fifth Air
Foree, knd spentiz ronthe in the lietherlznde Eact Indies <nd hed
{in~11ly been driven out by overvhelsins Jamrnese sir sumeriority, In
many recoects the Fighting in the Indies dunlicated the exvericuce of
snericen rir units in the Fhiliynpines, YLosscs in airereft on the
ground bed besn unusielly heovy, bub such losges did not result from
g leex of exmerisnce in digrersrl ~né camouflaze wrocedures, IZvery
noesible nrecrution wns feken to nrotect vlnres on the ground, btut
losses wersa ineviteble bteczuse of insdeauate wrrning snd commaniention
pysteos rnd Inck of ~ntleircreft crtillery, &bove £11, the almost
cormlete abeence of nlsnan for inbercenting low-flyins enemy aircraft
mrde losses on the Zround ineviteble, Under such clircuwmstances, the
most effective rmenne of proteetion was to put pl-aee into tke air,
thouch euch o wrocedure notursllv sdded to the rurden of the limited
maiptonrnee nersonnel rnd freillities, Zven vith extensive use of
thig ~ethod of nrobectlon, 05 »lrnes were lost ovn the ground duwring
the Jrve onerciions,

“hile festroying the strilking nower of the ¥Far “~zt Alr Force,
Jeponese air units Lad moved into advance bages, toking wo positions

which tended to encirele the defending foreces, In thic mruner the
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enemy wos able to isolate Allied ground units and to prevent sizzble
reinforcenents from reaching them. The Jeponese were not novices in
the =rt of warfare, snd they demonstrated in their initisl aassavdt on
Oaka, in the Fhilippine campaign, and in the Indies that serial strik-
ing power was & primary weapon., In order to combst the Jeranese ln
this kind of werfare, the JAmerican airmen who had been driven from
the Fhilinpines cad Jave nmow hzd the task of bullding up 2 sbHrong air

forece in Aunsbralia,
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Long before the fell of the Yetherlands Bast Indies, enemy forces
were penetrating Australian territory in the Bismarck Archipelego,
threatening on advence upon the continent from the northeast, Aerial
bombardment of Bebaul, Few Britain, hed begun on 16 Jenwary. Four
days later the five slow VWirraways, which constituted Australian air
defense forces in this area, were desbroyed when they atbempbed %o
intercent more thon 100 encmy planes, TFollowing closely upon heavy
eir atiocks, the Jzpanese landed stronz invasiopn forces ab Bzbaul on
22 Jenvery and soon drove the Australisn gerrison of 1,400 men from
their positions, Liandings were elso mede in the northern Solomons,
while positions throushout the Biemarck Archipelago were shelled and
bombed. ILnoe, lledans, and Sclszmaue in Xew Guinea, the Admlralty Islands,
and Yew Irelsnd vere all atbached before the end of Jamuary, Extending
their range stiil farther, the Japesnese on 3 Februery tombed Port
Horesby, capitel of Pspua, only 334 miles from the noxbhern tip of
Anstralisa,.

To provide for the aericl defense of lew Guminea, Few Britain,
and the vhole of Ausbralis excent Derwin (which was & park of the
ABDA Commend Avea), the Royel Ausirslien Aly Force in Jawmmary had a
tobal of only 43 cnerasional aircraft--29 Eudsons, 14 Catelinos, end
no fizhter plenes. Wirrawayc were available, but being only advanced
training planes, they were ineffective in comiiat. Anmericen P=40'g

and A-24%g, unable to reach Java, were statloned in the northvestern
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Tart of Australia, thereby relieving RAAF planes for nrotection of
other sreas. 4 dwindling hendful of Hudrone end Catellinas end 1 °
antisireraft battery abt Fort lloreshy provided the zerisl defense for
this stretepic moint. The eastern coast of Austrelia was essentially
without eerisl defenee or strilking vower until the arrival of 12 B-17%g
in the latber part of Februory,

Heavy bombors which arrived from the United States via the South
Feclfic rouke vere ferried on to Jave until 2lmost the very end of
formal resistance there, but the 12 B-L%'s vhich crrived in Townsville
on 1B znd 19 February were not infended for poriicipabion in the Jave
campaign, Under the commend of Maj. Richard H. Carmichael, the flight
wos composed of crews from the 224 Bombarduent Souadron and the B83th
Reconnalseonce Squadron, some of wikom had flown inte Ozhn during the
Jap‘a’neg:e attack on 7 December, After flying 168 missions out of Hawzii
in ’2 monthe, the plenss were abtacked o 2 naval teghk forece which was
zoving south to protect the supply line to Australia. While still a
part of the task force, the souadron flew long reconnaissance and
bombing micsions from Pownaville for more than 2 month without the
21d of ground crews. In the absence of fighter and anbialrcrafb
protection the plones kad to be dispersed into the interlor of
Australia, thereby necessitating two hops-—from the interior to
Tovneville, thence to m edvance bsse--before take-off could be
mede on zn actual nission.

Four days after thelr srrivel in bustrelis, with only & B-17%s

in combat condision, this souadron cerried out the first American

- Py
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bonbarduent of Rrbaul, which voe repidly developins into o mzjor
eneny bese., On seecount of unfevorable weather the full extent of

. denase to the Japenese parrison could not be determined, ‘bp.t at least
4 larsze carge vessel was sunk, smother damsged, snd 3 or 4 Zeros chob
dowvn, Heturning from tlke target, one plene ran out of gas and vas
foreed to malze = belly-londing anproximztely 200 miles from Port
Moresby. Similer missions vere flown thereaffer es often as the
condition of plemes and crews eilowed,

Other serisl reinforcements srriving from the Unlted States were
of no immediate aid in the defense of Australia, but evontually they
were to mrovide the bulk of a new nir force. HMore than 10,000 Alr
Qorns officers and men vere scheduled to sail f::om Sen Frencisco to
Briscbane during February. Among the units which srrived on the 26th
of the month were the 223 snd 38th Bombardment Groups (M), the &
Bombardment Group (L), 3 soncdrone of the 25th Pursuit Group (I),
and the Z3th, 36%h, ond 46tk Adr Base Grouns. These were followed In
less the.n’zfz weeks oy the 8th Pursuit Group (I) emd the 224 Air Base
Group. <he 2] Bombardment Group broucht 15 A-24ls as part of 1%s
oquipznment, but the flying echelons znd plencg of the 2 medinn Dombard-
ment groupns and the Z5th Pursult Group could not be shipped wntil
plenes were available in the United Strtes, From thkese units-wsubstantial
in numbers but deficient in eouipmenteand from the decinmeted units

. evacuating Java, Genersl Brett hed the task of tuilding an alxr force
powerfol enmoush to helt the Joponese advence snd large emough to defend

a coublnent bhres~fourths the size of Surone.
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She decision to develop am Americam air foree in Australia was
not nade becuuse the conblnent was an ideal place for such an under-
boking, but because the tacticol cituabtion left no slternative, The
continent possessed natursl barriere to operation which were to
chzllenze the ingenulty ond try the patience of American sirmen. Long
diptences, oxtencive degert regiomns, ond incdeomate trensportetion and
communiccbion facilitles crested perplexing logisticzl problems, ZRadlo,
telephone, snd telspraph cyctems vere more thon overlezded with wartine
traffic. The railrosds, moetly sinle-track and complicated by five
different goupes, vore not capable of meebing the full transvortablion
needs of the Allied forces., Americen alrmen hed to depend lavgely
upon "ruck~tractorStrailers! for moving crated aircraft from ports to
erection centers, but meny of the roads were merely graded or covered
with crushed rock ond were often impasgssable during reiny weather,
Under such circunstences, the inportance of sir transportation was
paranount.

fperican forces maode meximun use of Ausbrelion facilities, goods,
end services, but o congiderable stemping up of industrizl production
vas necessary before ell demends could be met, ZEven then, the under-
telzing of lerge-scals opcrations ves dependent uwpon & line of sunply
extenéiny acroge the Facific from the United Stater. The fact thob
fupbralic was 7,000 miles from Iorth Americe creched nroblemg of
defense in the area hetween the two continemts, Since the fall of

.—'-,, -

Jeva, Dlenes flying to the Southwest Pacific were entirely dependand
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unon the South Pacific roube, znd necessarily the gerrisoning of
the chain of igleonds leeding down from Howoli to Australis constituted
. a first cloin umon both air and ground forces evailable for the Pzeifie,
The line of supply first had to be mads secure.

Hew Oaledonic, occudpying a strategic position east of Amstralia,
received o larger share of Pacific defense forces than sny of the
smeller islands slorng this line, In Februsry =z task foree under the
commend of Brig, Gen. Alezander lI, Patich proceeded from the United
States fo Austrolia, vhere 1% was reloaded before meking the finol leg
of the veyoge fo Mew Coledonis, During the first veek in llarch,
arrangenentec vere node for o asvel teghk foree o onrovife protection for
the —ovenent of the coanvoy fo louizesn, Mew Ccledoniz. On the night of
6 llareh the fored left for its destination, viile finsl plans were
nade for carrier-baced aitecke on enemy shins and installations in the
Bimorek-Solonons srvea., Vhen information was received on 7 Harch
that o Joranese convoy was moving toward Iew Guines znd on the follow-
ing dey thet 11 varshins hed begon to chell Line end Salamsms, the
original mleng were changed srd cn geesult on thece newest eneny
abtemnds wns ccheduled for 10 March,

While tke lew Caledonia force conbtimued susiverd, 2 U. 8, carriers
of the neval terk foree cuiled inte tlie Zulr of Fapus end leunched
pore than 100 plones aerces the mounteins of Jew Guinec to abtaek

. enemy forces ot Lae znd Saleamous. Sipht SelPVs fron Townsville and
& nurber of RAAF Hudsons also marticipeted, concentrating on edditicnsl

vegsels wnich were sighted 25 miles off the coest. *HAth the loss of
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orly 1 scout bomber, the combined forees sank & reported fotel of B

merchant shipe, 2 heovwy cruiaers,‘l lizht crulser, cund 1 destroyer;
end domaged 2 destro:;era,-é ganboate, 1 ;*:'.inelayer, znd X ‘seaplame
tender., Thoush hermpered by these attecks, the Jepanese continued vith
the occupstion of Lze and Salsmenew—s nove which wes viewed by General
Brett s preliminary o the first phase of operstlons egeinst the
northesst coast of Lustralis or poesibly leu Caledoniz znd the Solonons,
The Tew Ocledonin task force reached Noumeca sefely on 12 March and,
in cooperabion with other forces on the islend, prepared to hold Few
Caledonie againgt Jepanese aggrecsion.
-—— Amezicezn Alr Strength in Ausbralis

The tosk of defending Australis, with its 12,000 miles of coagte
1ine, wes not sizvle, Because of the flexibility of enemy carrier-based
operations, any point on the continent was subject to attack. In view
of this situation, Gencral Brott plemned to stetion air units in each
of seven widely scparsted ereas-~Torwin, Townsville, Brisbane, Melbourne,
Adelaide, Perth, ond Sydney. Forces necessary to provide the defensive
tnd offensive eir strength in these aress were estimated to include 3
hesvy domberdment grouns of £ squadrons each, cSmedﬂ.mn bombeardmnent
groups, 3 light bombardment groups, 6 pursuit grouvs, < transport
groups, ‘2 2ir depot croups, 2 avizstion engineer battelions, and the
necessary service orgrnizetions. In conbtrast with these estimated
needs, the number of tacticcl uwnits gllotted to Australia included
on'_l.y‘?.- pursult groups, and 1 light, IB medium, and 2 heavy bombardment

groups. Ag was the case throughout the AAP gt this time, the demand

e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

for combat units far exceeded the sopply.

Horeover, at the begzinnins of Horeh 1942 there wae o vast
difference betveen sllotied strencth =nd acbupl strengthr of air unlts
in lustralie. Iven those unlts vhich had srrived fron the United
States in Februery were not in condition %o bc;,i{nlmei into corbab,
and nost of the facties) scucdrons were withoubt sireraft., Orgemizational,
treining, and supvly vroblems £ll confronted Generel Brett as he
surveyed the possibilitles of developing a strong olr force on the
continent. DTraining ecbivities were undertelen by newly-orrived
sguadrons as soon as equirment and fecilities sllowved.

The month of Mareh wos devoted to the reorganization of forces
evacuatbed fron Java end the prevourciion of #ll unlis for combat operz~
tionsg, On 6 Moreh the Abbekerl: arrived a2t Fremantle, after a precoriousg
voyese from Tjilatjap, deve, carrying pert of the ground echelons of
the 7th Bombnrdment Groum ond pert of the 19th Bomberdment Group. ZThese
officers end men, sglong with otkers wko had arrived abt Broome, gradueslly
made thelr way scross the continent by trein, alr treasportation, and
other means to I!elbourne;, where they were ploced in 2 rest camp for a
fev doys. Remnants of the 7th snd 19th Groups in Australls were
reorgonized ng the 18th Group on 14 Karch, with Lt. Col. Xenneth B.
Hobeon essuming commond. The new group was composed of Headquerters
ant Eeadouarters Sonsdron, the 285th, J0th, end 934 Bombordment Souadrons,
and the 40th Reconnaiscence Sgusdron, tho lotter including the 12 B-l7's
end their crewe vhich hed becr opersting from Tovmeville vnder the

nevel teslh: foree, Beceuse of the time recuired to bulld up the allotied
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strength of heavy bombers, approximately 2 nonthe elapsed before the
entire 194h Group could cgzin get into operctions.

. Aveilebility of sircraft sffected aleo the Z7th and 33 Bombzrdment
Groups. Since the production of light bombers in the United States
did not mpermit the maintenance of two grouns in Australia, the 2¥th
ves cbsorbed by the 24, The reorganized 74 Group, unier the conmend
of Lt, (o}, John K, Davies, proved to be one of the most versatile
unites in Auetralie. Vhen no replacements were availeble for the A%ﬁé's
which were lost in operations out of Port-‘ls!ores'by, the group acquired
& number of B‘-}EB'S vhich had been ¢rdered by tho Duteb tut could not
be uced By them. Two somedrone of ZBé,ES's end ..’";"‘i's vere then rotated
betveen Port lioreshy end Chorters Jowers, ebout 70 miles inlend from
Fovneyille. ith the attrition of tke remnining A;‘,B-%'s, A-20ts vere
mede evalleble as replacenments, meking o totel of three tyves of air-
craft vhich the I3 Boobardment Groun hazi to operate and mzintain.

“he three parsuit groups, having sboorbed the %, 174h, and 20th
Purcuit Sousdrons (Provisionsl), were getting into position in three
of the vital aorecs of Auetrilis by mid-larch. ¥irst of the three
groups to begin combab operationr, the 48%h, commanded by Lit. Col. Faml
E, Wortemith and equipped with P~40's, moved to the RAAY airdrome at
Darvin, Zhe B8th Pursult Group, ecuipved with F~E83's3, was preparing

to teke up itc pogition in the Brishsne area; while the 25th Group,

. equip;ged. with P=d00'e,* was goinn into posiiion in the Sydney areaz.
o
e s
I ( ~ \?/‘/‘I'he Pu40) was on cxport model of the F=32, modified for British

UsCe

ba
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The three sdditionel pursult grougs requested by Generzl Brett could
not be provided.

Similerly, there wes & scorcbby of trznsport vlanes. Aubhority
wvas grented for activstion of the 2let end 224 Trznsport Scuadrons in
Nerch, but units hod to be eomipped almost endirely with planes avail-
able from sources other then the AAF, Cnly ‘13 G:‘-:,:Zg's ané.|2 G;zt’l'?‘s
eould be gent immediately from the United States to Australia. A
miscellzncous sgsortment of zohoub 15 plones 'u.n:fit for combat .duty were
slrendy being used Tor tremsport purposes, and every Austrelian comnercial
plene was pressed into service, Acquisition of a few airereft which the
YEI rovernment could no longer usc goon roised the total treneport airw

eraft to 33, but even thie number fell fzr short of recuirements,

——_ C e Rirhts to ke Philipnines

-

With Anmericen, Duteh, and Australisn forces pooling their rescurces,
egcentlally the szme condition wvhich hed exisbed in Java was now beking
shope in Augtraliz. There wasg need for long-range plamning which could
bo assured only by integration of the various forces unfer one conbrolling
office, To meet this demend, plens were mede lafe in Februaxy for
bringing Gen. Douglas MecArthur from the Fhilippines to become sunrenme
coumender of forces in the Southwest Pacific, with heodquarters in
Auotrelic.

On the reiny evening of 11 larch, Genersl Mochrthur, his wife and
smell son, end & nuaber of gbeff officers left Corregidor in two greedy
P? btoats., Telting ceperete routes, the two boats darted out of Menlla

Bay and then proceeded to l'indsngo. A% the scme time, four B-17%s of

(RN SRR
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the £0th Reconneissrnee Squsdron at Powasville prepcred for e flight
to Del Monte Field. Three of the plenes succeeded in taking off from
Aastrelia, carrying a carge of nediesl supplies and otker items needed
by tke forces on Bataan. At the bdlacked=oubt field or Mindanzo, not
fer fron Jopznese forces at Davao, General HacArthur and hls perty
boarded the planes for the trip souths The fllght wes execut'ed without
nighep; after lending on tke coast on 17 Kerch, members of the party
were flown inlerd vhere they entrzined for llelbourne. At Canberrs,
Prime Hinister Jokn Curtin snnounced the arrivzl of General Machrthur
end elso the selection of Generzl Brett to hezd 4llied air forces.

Approximotely 10 days later, pert of the Auctrelien Imperial
Forces vhlch hed been serving under Gen, Sir Thomas ETlamey in the Middle
Dact returned to boost Allied forces im Australia, At the seame time,
the 8tk Air Base Groun end the 4%1 Bomberdment Group, minus combat crews,
zrrived to round out the units euthorized for CGeneral Breti's command.
Foving laid the grourdworlz for the orgenizetion and operstion of ths
ipdividual American units, Genersl Brett could now turn to the larger
task of organizing the Allied Alir Forces in Aushralis, but he-;';-like
General llacArthnr-;-was hempered somewhat Dy lock of a formel declaration

T

of his euthority.

he relative stelemabe on the comxend level Guring this period was
not enbirely duplicated on the opcrationsl level., & number of success-
ful evacuction flishts bzd been mede to the Fhiliprinee throughout
Farch, Avproximately a week after Generel Hachrthur's arrivsl in

Auctrelin tkree more B-17's evocucted Fresident bmanuel Quezon;~his

Lale i1
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*f»azzilyj aad cerbain officlals of the Fhilippine poverprment, Several
other heovy bembers carried supplices to Del lonte znd brought personnel
to Australin on the return flichts. The euccese of there flighbs cave
rise to o dering operational plon early in Anril vhich was deslgned to
inflict ze much dzmorce os possible on Jepemese instellations in the
Fhilipoines znd &b the scoe time bo bolater the morale of defending
foreee in those iclande,

Plang ked to be nafe hurriedly, for by 8 April the American
cnd Fillnino troops on Bobtaan were overvhelmed, loaving only the
fortress of Corregider end o smzll foree on Hindsnao. On the same
day crews of the 3d Bomburdmend Groun ook 11 new BI,-:-QS's from Charters
Towere to Brishame in order to pick up bomd bay tenis, Yo those former
meznbers of the 27th Bomberdment Group who had been "bouncing around
tke slrieg? for ceverel nonths in 39&24'8, the B.25 "felt like o ball of
fire! until they becene accustoned to its exbra speed end power. The
11 B.25%s znd 3 Bul7's seserbled ot the RAAF sirdrome 2t Darwin ezrly
on the worning of 11 Anril., Vhile crewz abe a hurried breakfast, planes
were prepared for the long, over—wobter hop to Hindsnao, Teke-off was
mede by all elreraft with the exception of 1’ Bw25, Brig. Gen. Balph
Royee fleow in the leod 3-17, piloted oy Capt. Fran: P, Bostrom. The
first flisut of 5 Bu2b's wae led by Col. John H. Davies and $he second
f1izet by Oapt. Hermen F, Lovery.

Twelve hours sfter leaving Dorwin the lest plene laonded sefely &t
Del Fonts, vhere the aircrefb were to omerate as long as emwanition

and fuel hold oub or os lony as the Jepanese would sllow. EBarly on the
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morning of 12 &pril the two flights of B;‘}zs's bonbed Cebun, sinking
gseveral vesscls vhich wore lending troope and interfering with Plockade
runners. One 3-;-17 obtzined hits on surface creft, while another
scoured the seas for enemy concentrations, flew over Corregidor, and
then bombed lichols Field, The third B;:,l?. undergoing maintenance

at Del Honte, wcs seriously dsmosed by enemy alr abtacks on the field,
Immedictely unon the rotura of the other B-17!s, crews rushed prevara-
tions for snother mission, Before the planes could teke off, however,
eneny ailr attacks were resuned. One B~17 was destroyed with o divect
hit, =ad the remainingjz vere damnged.

Crevs spent the next 15 hours preparinz the B-17's for the retura
fiekt to fmstralia, while the B-25'g continued to attack Jopanese
inctnllations, OCebu was agoin atbtacked on the affernoon of 12 April
end on the following morning, Davao shipping snd eir instzllations
wers also sttacked on the mornings and efternoon of 13 April. Bombd
bey tenks were then reinstalled in the B-25's, and planes were loaded
with personnel evecunated from Batasn., On the day before the fall of
Batozn, @ll pursult blanes hed carried oub as meny mez as could ve
londed into the small zcireraft. Frior to and during the Bw=l? and
3-2? bonbing ebtacks, the 4 F=40's on Mindsnszo, reinforced by,lé- Pa40%g
and 2 P=25's from Bataan, flew recoanaissance, escort, and atfack
nissions,

By the morn:l.fg of 14 April the return flisht to Austrzlis kad
been completed 'bs.r 2 B-17Vs znd 10 B-25%s, In their 2 éﬂ,ys% of operstion

anainst the enemy these planes hed sunk or badly daneged 4 enemy
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transp?rts cnd scored nite and neer misses on L0 others; they hed zlso
domzged Wichols Field end docks, wnrchouses, tad other buildings at
Davoo ond Cebu.

Genersl lncArthur's nromnise $o send 2id to the Fhilipnines hod
goen ite initisl fulfillment, but in & sense, the reld was only &
tolren effors. It could not be repeated, for the Jopanese on Mindanzo
imnediately began to close in on Americen sirficlds. Zhe plan to bomb
the enemy in the Islands had been hestily devised and hurriedly executed,
and crew members of the B-35's were not eatirvely accustoned to the
planes or to each other. DBut there could be no doubt that both the
notive nopulation cnd the American snd Filipino troops still reaisting
the enemy verse hesritened.,

- -7~ Lhe Southvest H_Pe_}c_i:’i‘ig M_Q___Q_gmgd.

On 18 April Genmersl HecArthar formelly assumed commend of the
Southwest Pecific aArea, Two days leter, from Allied Hesdauarters at
Yelbourne, the commenders under Genersl Hechrtbur vere announced as
follows?

Gen. Sir Thomas Blomey, Commznder of Allied Land Forces

L, Gen. George H, Brett, Commender of Allied Air Forees

Tice Adn, Herbert F, Leary, Comumender of Allied Heval Forces

Lt, Gen. Jonathom il Veinwrizht, Commander of Forces in the Fhilippines

Yzj. Gen. Julien ¥, Barnes, Commander of U. 5. Arny Forces in Anstrelia

As Suprene Commender in the Southwest FPrcific Area, General
lecArtbur's responeibilities vere mimifold, He wes directed to kold
Australia s o base for future offensive mctlon, to check the Jepanese
cdvence tovard the continent, to meintein the position of American

forces in the Fhilippines, ond to protect lond, sea, end alr commmnicabions

—_—

A . "
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vithin the Southwest Pocific Aree. {: General-llncirtimr-vas not

responsible_for- the-internsl-adninistration—of—forces-under-his commends
. nor-was-he-reenonsible-for- randi-strategy, -vhich ceme under- the

juriséiction—of—the—Conbined Chiefs—of-Staff, or for oneraticncl strabegy,

—
vhich-fell—within-the-province-of.the U, S, -Joint -Chiefs of Staff,’

By agreement of tho povermments of Austraiin, lew Zealand, the
United Kingdom, the Uetherlands, znd the United States, the entire
Pocific Theater wos designated as an aves of U. S, strategic responsi-
bility. The theater was divided into three lerge zrezst the South=
west Pecifie, the Southeast Pacifie, end the Pecific Oceen, the latter
being subdivided into the Ilerth, Central, smd South Pecific Areasg,

The South Pocific Arer, vhich included Tev Zeclend end Lew Caledonie,
was set up aes o navel command under the Commender in Chief of the
Pacific Ocean Area, wao vas directed o maintain the llne of commnica~
tione between the United States and the Southwest Pacific, to contain
Japenese forces within the Fecific Thester, to supmort operations in
the Southwest Pacific Area, end o prepare for cnmphibious offensives

to be lounched from the South =and Southwest FPrneific Arveas,

Genersl Brett officiglly essumed command of the Allied Adr Forces
in the Southwest Pacific on 20 April, with the folloving rssigmnments
to his command: complete control of €ll Air Corps tacilcal units and
associoted service elements of the U, 5. Arny then in Australisa, and
operctionsl control of all cervice scusdrons {excluding troining uniss)
of the RAAT and of the Boysl Iebherlends Fact Indies hrmy Air Foree.

Staff wositions, as snnounced on 2 lay, were equelly divided betveen

e Ee
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the Avstrolisms and Americens,

A shortoge of qualified Air Corps mersonnel exbended down to the
smnllest unit +nd hod s direct effect upon operationsl efficiency.
Some units had been sent from the United States before reaching thelr
cathorized strength. - Once in Australis, souadrons were soon depleted
by casucltiec, flying fobtigne, ond dengue fever. BReplacements to neet
o1l these denends vere not immedistely aveilchle, and forces in the
Southwest Pacific could lock forvard to relief oniy when such action
would not be detrimental to forces in other thesters and to the fraine
ing progrem in the Upited States,

Considerations of mobility called for an air force commend wiich
would remoin in an ores so lonz as combat uvnits were there and then
move forverd vith the advencing units, 2o meet this demand, General
Brett established Air Connand ffunmber 1, under Briz. Gen. Albert L.
Sneed at Darwin, oand Air Commend lumber 2, uader Bris. Gen. MNartian I,
Scenlon =t Yovnsville.

e e e iy o ! Lo L)
Y

Concurrent with the orsznization of the Allied commamd, & system
of supnly and naintenance services was evolved from the somevhat
cunbersome procedures which characterized the first few monbhs of the
war. Steps were taken boih in the United States and in Austrsila to
eliminate some of the undesireble feestures of the cupply system, but
even afte:r.:”,’g;zonths of war, units vere o%ill crriving in Austrslia

vithout theilr equipment. Some of the equipment, moreover, was in no

condition to De used when it finelly arrived. Deck-loaded meteriel
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was demased by the corrosive action of sclt sprey, and some pursuit
planes=-token directly from maneuvers snd shipped without derot insnee—
tion~=hzd to be repaired in Australia, ZIRemedlol action was taken to
correct this situation emd alse to prevent sireraft and other supplies
designated for the Southvest Pacific from belng removed from cargoe
vessels ab intermediate stews in the South Paecific islands.

The chief innovation in the orpznization of supply and maintenance
services wos the divoree of alr base grouns from thelr originel assign-
ments to tecticed units and the consecuent aseunption of on vwea
resyonsibility by these groups. ZIefore this reassigmment was made,
however, zll sorvice units of the Amerlcan air forces in hAustrelia were
orconized under = new commsnd, On 27 April the United States Army
Mr' Services was created as an integral part of the Allled Alr TForces,
with llaj. Ben. Push B, Lincoln as commender,

As vas the cose vith combst units, the service units were faced
with the problens of an insufficlent number of persomnel, a shortage
of trained personnel, and an insdecuate number of units to nmeet
operationzl demands. In some instauces, personnel had to be drawn
from tectical orzemizatione to creante service units for immediate use.
A emall number of factory representabtivege~civilian technical speclellstsew
aided considersbly by edivising and training inexperienced members of
air devot 2nd materiel units,

Dhe 4th Air Depot Group, by dividing its 41 offlcers and 617 en-
1isted men between three widely semercted locations, vos atbempting

in Anril to carry out functions which normally would require three
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such grouns. At JFootscrey, Victorim, the group was operating a central
supply depot: branch supply depots vere set vp ot Erisbene and at
Voeera Yagva in Fevw South Voles, where a major rerpalr depot was to De
temmorarily located. llork wes aleo in progrecs on o pernesnent repair
end sunply depot at Focumwzl. In addition, the zroup was cherged

vith the supervision of sircraft assembly facilitles at Amberley and
Geelong, On 1 lay aukthorizetion was granted for activation of an
sdditionel olr depot group, the 8lsty but personnel and equipment were
to be talten fronm surplies aveilsble in Austrolia.

Heving only the 1 air demot group b its disposal ot the end
of April, the Army Alr Services hod to use the 6 cir base groups o
additional branch supply depots, IThe groups were slso assigned the
tagl of renderins general service to all tactical units in the re-
spective orens, vhich involved the mointensnce of all types of alre
creft. Yor exmmple, the 85tk Alr Base Group, assigned to the Townse
ville area, hod to be cble to service the A-20%tg, A-24%g, and B-25%g
of the %3 Bombardment Group: the B.26's of the 224 Bombardment Group:
the B-17's of the 19th Bombardment Group; the F=Z9's of the 8th
Purcult Group: end any of the odd assortment of nlanes used by the
transport souadrons,

Providing aviation fuel wns one of the major concerns of supply
units in Austrelia, Difficuities of storage =nd trimsnortetion on the
conbinent, as well as duplication of efford in recquisitioning the
supnlies, called for a considercble amount of untsnzling., To begin

vith, stocks of 100-octane gasoline in Auetralia were relatively small
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and not strotegically located. Most of the storepse canmacity wes in
the southern part of the continent, thue requiring bulk shipments from
the United States to be unlosded 2% southern worts., Rall shipment
thence to tocticel uvnits in the north vas almost oub of the guestion,
for every change in railroad gaupe meant the pumping of fuel from one
tank car into envther. Srensshipment therefore hod to be made largely
by water, bubt this arvangement cszlled for an erormous mumber of fuel
drums to be sent from the Unlted States.

In connection with its meintenance, sunply, weather, and other
services prerequisite for the coperation of an effective air force in
tustrolia, the Army Alr Services glso contributed to the developmend of
suilteble sirdromes and landing fields in the Southwest Faclfic Area,
The entire program of ailr-base projects vwns delayed by the lack of
vroper tools and eocuiyment, the scarcity of local labor, end the lack
of sufficient aviation engineering battsllions, IThe B0Bth, the only
suck battalion in Austrslia, throughout the soring of 1942 was busy

constructing alrirones in the orthern Derritory.

- —-——— Repinforcement of the South . Pocific

Vhile engaged in the process of orgenizotion and establishment
durin; the spring, Allied forces in the South cnd Southwest Faclflc
constitubed only a pobentisl threat to the enemy. The graduel reinforce-
went of llew Zesland, ew (aledonia, the Yew Hebrides, snd the Fiji
Isignds, os well as Australia, wos part of the Allied strategy of
securing the supply lire and of vrepuring bzees for lsunching offensive

moves egainst the Jepanese. This neceesarily slov process was conducted
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in the face of the southward rush of the enenmy, who seemed determined
to cut the lirves of communicatlon bebween bustraliz and she Unibed
States.

In April, General lccArtlmr ves requested %o nrovide alr sunpord
for the Army forces on llew Caledonia, but becomse of eremy concentrations
In the northern Solomons 1t was considered too laote and too dangerous
to attemnt any direcht reinforcement from Austrelie, derial protection
for llev Czledonia wvag therefore limited for the time to whatever
agsistence the Allled Alr Forces, concentrated on the east cosst of
Auotralin, couldd provide. A month lster, howover, the ground echelon
of the 69th Squadron of the B8tk Bombordment Group (1), with attached
ordnsrce plotoon, wes dispatclhed to Uew Caledonia from Austrclies. The
sguadron's flying echelon wag still in training in the United Stotes
end was nob expected to be sent to the South Pmeific uwntil the first
part of June or wntil its training was completed.

The grouvnd echelon of the 70th Scuadron of the same group was
simlteneously sent to the Fiji Islende, Other cir force unlts
toteling 664 officers snd men, accompanied by 25 F-40's, were dispatched
from Australio to Tonzatebu, 500 miles southvest of Samoa and southern-
rost of the Tonge group. Additionel Army and Navy forces were shipped
to these islonds, direetly from the United Statea, Since the 1ine of
the Jroenese advence was not entirely encompassed in elther the South
or the Southwest FPacifle arezas, a high degree of co;ord:!.nation wasg
demanded of the two Allied commanders, (enerzl lioccArthur ln the

Southvest Pecific end Vice Adn, Robert H. (hormloy in the South Pacifie,
[ I
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- { Bexax Operations
It vas imperative that the Allied Air Forces develop a systen

. of oir intelligence vhich would reveal every enemy move in the vicinity
of Austroliz and in the Bismarck Archipelago. Tor more then 2 monthe
after its arrivel in the latter part of February the 40th Recomnaissence
Sguadron, operatinsg from Townsville, had performed most of the pholow
erexhic and reconneissconce worlk: for the American and Austrsiian forces
and also for nevazl taslk forces in that aren,

The need for properly equipmed photogzraphic sousirons had been
recogmized not only by combat units but aleo by AAF headquerters,
Shortly after the outbresk of wor the Director of Fhotogrsphy was
assisned 100 Pézsls vhich were to be modified by the instalistion of
ccmeras, 4 training progrem vas insugurated ot Colorade Sprinzs, znd
the advance flisht of the first unit to be rezdy for operctlon was send
to Ausbralia., Flight YAW of the 8th Photogrophic Scuadron arrived on
7 April egnd within.PB' days was in operztion with its 4 F;’;;&'s (P-385%s
modified with cemeras ond 2 additional 7B-gallon tanks).

Anticipeting the sssignment of photographic units o ell theaters,
the AAY on 9 April reorgenized its reconunaissance cviation, ALL existing
reconngissance souafrons vere redesirnated as hombardment squadrons and
asslgned as the fourth bombardment scuadron of thelr respective groups,
vhile the photogrephic section in each recounnsissance squadron was to

. be tramsferred to the groun headguarters, Under an expanded prozram
vhich called for the activation of é ohotographic groups between 1 July

and 31 December 1942, each air force eventuzlly was to be assipned 1

pecovot
§
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photographic groupn coneisting of 1 mapping sonsdrorn, 2 photographle
squadrons, and o groun headcusrters scusdron. Under the reorganization

!
of 9 April the 40th Reconncissence Souadroneetke famous "Kengaroo

)
Squ.:zdron“:--—of the 19th Bombardment Growp became the 435th Bombardment

el

Squedron. All bomberdment squadrons in combat comdiftion, bowever,
continued %o fly reconnalssance missions,

For the most part, units of the Allied Alr Forces were slovw in
reaching a stage of combet readiness, either awaiting the arrival of
plenes end flying personnel or awsiting the establichment of necessary
fecilities snd services, The 434 Bombarément Group (H) and the 38th
Bombardment Group (1), for example, had only their ground echelons
throughout the spring. The first combat crews of the 434 Group did
not begin to arrive until July, while the flying echelon of the 3Bth
Group wes left in the United States for an intensive iraining perioed
vith 3-36's,

The other medium bombardment zrouwp in Australia, the 224, by the
latber rart of Anrll was equinped vith 80 25‘-336‘5 end 12 %::-35'8 and
vos statloned in the Townaville area. IZhe groun weos esta‘b].}s}ﬂng_ a
suceessful record im combat, albhoush certain mechenical/restri&;&;m'
forced the B;-;-;'js's to opernte ut low eltitudes., icuipned vith the
orisined model B-26, the first souedron of the grour sterbed opexrctions
againet Janrneee targets in rortkern Few Guinea in early dpril, One
squadron was training for torpedo work, with 23 Yevy pilots assisting
in the training. Yhe faet that most of the crews vere well acouainted

vith the pecullerities of the B-36 end the foct that it was o new type
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of cireraft to the Japsness conbribubted to the initial success of the
Plene in combat operstions.

inother medlum bomborément type, the B=Z25, ves belng used extenslvely
by the 34 Bomberduwent Group (L), along with ite dvindling supply of A-24's.
After cbeorbing the remmants of the £7%h Bombardment Group (L), in
llzrch, the groun xc;-:r;’te;-—ont its first mission on 6 &pril-‘%-:a successful
ettool on the lending strip at Gasnmata, lew Britain;-f-‘-althcugh sone of
tke more seasoned pilots of the former 27th Growp hai begun to carry
out nissions from Port liorechy on 1 April with their 43}%34'5 escorted
by P=£0%s from an RALF gquedron. Stationed at Cheorters Towers, the
group performed numercus recomnolssance, pabrol, and atitack misslons
out of Port lioresby, sometimes with fighter escort but more often
uncscorted, A;-I‘?BOA’s, which were mzmde available as replacements for
An:?%'s, had to be modified to incresse their ranze and firinz: pover
before they could be put into asction.

Lilkke the 2d and 22d Bombardment Groupn, the 19th Bombardment Group
was located in the Lowmsville srea. After reorganizing st ilelbourne,
three souadrons hed commiebed their nove to Cloncurry in Tueenslend

by the latter part of April, althouzh advance flizhts of the squadrons

£
P s

vere ,j&éri‘ying%ub a few potrol misslons by bthe middle of the month.
Unfovorable weether condltions, lack of spare parte and toole, and the
Thurned out® condition of conmbat crevs after the Fhilinpine and Jave
action 211 affected the operatifne_& efficiency of the groun. Fatrel
and borbins miselons ver, carri.t;d oat almost daily, desnite the fack

that sousdrone vere sometimes sble to et only one plane into the ailr,
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Until the flyin, echelon of the 43d Group began to zrrive in the late
saraer of 1942, the 19th Group carried the entire heavy bombardment
burden in the Southwest Pacific Area,

Onerations by bombardment aircraft%;-light, nedium, =znd heavy-;f
were carried out as often as the condition of the planes would sllow,
Advance boses at Horn Island, Fort loreshy, oand Darwin provided refuelw
ing ané londing feeilitles vhich incrensed the range of mirereft and
engbled them to penetrate deeply inio ernemy-held territory. Lae,
Salapaun, Finschaven, and other polnbs slong the northeast coast of
Few Guinea were hit regularly, Rebaul, with its several Japanese
olrdromes and lzrge concentratlons of shipving, was one of the most
conclstently bombed targets in the Soubthwest Pacific. In eddition,
Allied plenes were put over such distent enemy positions as Kavieng
in Few Ireland, Huks and Bouzainville in the Solomon Islands, and
Koeveng end Yendori in the Netherlamds EBogt Indies, Enemy shippiag
was hit iIn harbors, as well as throushout the Bismarck Ses, Dampler
Strelt, and watere nearer to Austrslia,

Until the fall of Corregidor =mnd the end of formal resistaance in
the Fhilippines on 5 liny, heavy bombers from Australiz continued to
evacuate personnel on Nindeneo. The last suceessful evacuation flight

vas mode in & B-24 piloted by Oapt, Alvin J. lmeller. The plane

3

departed from Del Monbte shortly before midnight on 29 April, just 3
hours afbter its arrival, smd carried its loed of passengers to Batchelor
Fleld, south of Darwin. On 5 lay, Cantain lueller ssain flew to

Hindenso with & heavy cargo of mail, smmunition and other sunplies.
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For & nours the plane circled Del Honte, Valencis, and liaremag Tields;
tut no runway light sypeared and s londing could not be made, Fumning
out of gas before reaching hustralia, the plane was forced down nesr an
islznd, where the crev remalned until rescued Ly submarine. Yo more
evacuation flishts could be attempted, for by this time the outnumbered
and exhsusted forcee under Lt. Gen. Jonathan Vainvright had enrrendered
efter 2B days of siege which included more than 100 bombing stbacks

on Uorrezidor.

The three American fiphber srouns iun Australis, along vith one HAAF
aroup, were engeged in defengive operatlons, proteetive cover duties,
and sbteck nlsslions, amply demonstrabing the suitsbllity of thelr
redesignation early in June from "pursuit! to MightorH-.o change vhich
wes effective throughout the Army Air Torces. The 49th Fighter Group,
conmended, 'b;rﬁ()z'al. Psaml B, ‘artsmith, was notably successful in operations
throughout the Derwin sree. Frequent enemy alr zttacks geve the grovp
emple opnortunity to develon the besb tactics which the characteristics
of the P-40 vould allow, Becouse of its slow rate of climb cnd inability
to operate at high levels, the plane had to be used largely in hit-and-
run tectics agalnst enemy fishters. At medium altitudes the P-40 wes
eabinmsted to be 40 Lo 5O miles faster than the Zero fighter; above
18,000 feet, however, the performance was sluggish.

A similer experience was encountered with the P-39, zlthough this
plene vas slightly later in getting into combat than the P=40, Ihe
35th and 26th Fighter Squedrons of the 8th Group moved into Fort Loreshy

in late April %o replace the RAAT units which had been used up in

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

-~

U c
. 6Lo323 Gy 90

r

opexrations, On 30 April the P‘;;Be‘a recelved their baptism of fire in
combat with the Japanese., Li. Col. Boyd D. Muzc! Vagner, still
guffering from an eye wound received in his lzst action in the Fhilippines,
led 12 inexperienced pilots on a ground strofing mission against Loe
alrdrome, 180 miles north. The strafing wos completed, but after
withdraving from the targzet the planes were engaged by 12 or 13 Zeros
in & :E‘ierce}low—altitude dogfisht which contlnued about S0 miles down
the coast 2nd back again. Four Zeros were shot dovn in flames, 3 of
thex by Vegner, while 3 P}-;Sg's were lost, A4lLl & pilots were safe after
parackubing or erash-landing on the beach, Ferformance of the P-39
vas described as excellent, though it had the szme disadvanteges as

the P-40,

e Jopenese firghter pilote hed been quick to capitalize on the high
operationsl ceiling of their plancs, ond American nilots were reporied
o have fin feeling of hopelessness in their inability to outclimd and
out-moneuver the enemy." The morale of bomber crews also was affected
by the necessorily smell size of their efforts snd by the lack of
fighter protection on long missions. Other factors, such as the lack
of & definite combet relief policy and the slownezs with which sone
promotions came through, wers sources of complaint; bub even under 2ll
these circumstances, morsle cmong the officers snd men of the AAF in
Australin was considered Ugood.!

. It was recognized both in the Southwest Pocific end at AAF head-

auarters thot the aireraft which could be sent i;o A:ustralia. were barely

- = e

sufficlent to hold the Japanese to the iine of their advancemsnt,
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Becanse of the small anwmber of bombers, only harsssing operations
could be carried out against enemy installatione, But the Allied Afr
Forces were toking their toll of the enemy while making preparaiion
for the tire when increased production of vismes and provision of

necessary persomnel, facilities, and supplies would enable then to

assume the offensive,
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~7l» AIR REINFORCELZNTS TOR THI ASIATIC IAINLAGD

Jepzness expansion in the Pocific had not been made at the
expense of her older war against Ohina, for during the early
zonths of 1942 emeny troops were pushing throush southezst Asis
toward the souihern apnroaches of China, penetrating iato Burna,
and threatening the vital Burme Reed lifeline of Caina. It was
felt by Allled militery lesders that Juponese success in this
latter objective would not only e disastrons for Oaine bub would
algo seriously hamer the entire Allied effort sgainst Jepan. Plone
wors therefore made in January for creating the China-Burma~India
theater of operations, with Chinese, British, and American officials
occuoying command positions, Eurly in Febru-ry It. Gen. Joseph V.
Stilwell, former military attache in Pelping, vas appointed commander
of U, 8, Army Forces in the new theanter,

Vhen early in the same month Japanese penetration of the
Hotherlands Erst Indles foretold the dissolution of the ABDA Gommand,
General Brett end General Brereton Joined in urglng the establish-
nent of an alr force in the India-Burma reglon as well as in
Angtralia. At thelr instonce preliminary surveys were made, and
during the last weex of Februnry, while General Breti set up head-
Quarters in Angtralia, General Brereton an:1 a suall group of officers

flew %o Indis.

22

1
[

[t B
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The decislon to establish an Anerican alr foree in the Indis-
Burma region was not the first overt indication of American interest
in Chinal's defense. Voluntary agseistonce from individuale, lend-
lease aid, and an Amerlean military miselon wnder Brlg. Gen. John
llagruder had all been sent to Chine prior to the outbresk of the
Poelfic wvar In 1941, In 1937 the Chinege Alr Force began to wrofit
fronm the leadershiy of a retlired Alr Corpns officer, Claire L,
Chennemlt, a leading exponent of formation flying znd sn expert
in flzhter tactics. Under kis comusnd the Chinese force fouzhi the
Joponese untll Russiaon entry iﬁ: the Zuronean wor 1h1,119:$1 cut off
China's maln gource of aircraft supply. Then, with Japanese air
attacks on $ho Burma Hoad increasing the sericusness of Chalna's
position, Chennanlt evolved an ingenious plan in creating the
First American Voluntesr Group. One hunfired exverienced pilots
and abvout 200 ground crowmen were enlisted, end by July 1841 the
firet contingont wns roeady to sall from the United States. One hum-

dred cobsolescent P-40's, orlginally allocated to Bweden, were

’
e e -

.s-.}‘.L-c:f,::.-i:-e41—'2;':.:3,t the group tarough lend-leasse, and an inteansive train-
ing progran was vegun in Sentesber at Toungoo in neutral Burma.
Becouse of the lmortance of thorovgh training in the factics
deviged by Chennault, the AVG did not get into combat wntil 20
December 1v4l, From the time of 1ts first battle over Rangoon, the
AVG-~zoon Imowm as the UFlying Tigers'--ran uw o remarkable record

ageinst the Japanese before being disbanded in the summer of 1942,
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Throughout Janunry and February the Jlgers, operating from bases
in Chlna, won alr superiority over the Burma Road ond kept the
important port of Bangoon open for almost 2 months after tha first
eneny assaults began. During thelr 7 months of operation the AVG
provided the nost heartening news to come from the Far East. In
stopping the enemy push into southern China throumgh the Salween
gorge and in glving certain Chinese areas thelr firet relief from
enanmy bombing, they bolstored not only Chinese btut also Allled
morale at a time when Allled defeats and set-backs seemed to be the
crder of the day.
The Tenth Alr Force

Royal Alr Force units had coovcrated with the AVG in oppocing
the Jononese advence into Burma; but by the time of General Brereton's
arrival in Indiz eneny galns had been so great aa to iadicate not
only the wisdom but even the necessity of establishing a strong
American sir force in the Indla-Burms reglon, Successful termina-
tion of the Malayom campaizn in mid-February had enabled the Japanese
to regrouvy their forces and to drive Into Dwrma. Britlsh defenders
were vushed backt alonz the Salween estuary, and the fall of llartaban
on 11 February proved an importont victory for the Jaranese in
their drive %o cut the Ronspon-Lashio rallrond. 3y 27 February
the railway had been cut 50 niles north of Pegu, and enemy planes
had begun $0 rald the Andanan Islends in the 2ay of Bengal. The
incscapable conclusion was that Eangoon would srortly fall into

Jopanese hands and that Calcutta and the Eay of Bengal would
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undovbtedly be closed to Allied shipring, It was under these clp-
sungtances thot General BErereton begsn to malze plang for estzblish-
ing the Tenth Alr Force in India. At New Ielhl, where headguarters
. had been loeated in order to effeect beiter coordinstion with the
Eritish, General Brereton formally assumed command ¢f the new air
foree on 5 March 1942,
As was the ease in Australiz, tnere vwas little about India:'m-

2,
[

axcept for the tactical situation:::to recomuend 1t as a theater of
operations, Perhaps its chlef dicadvantage was 1ts great dictance
frou the United States. Lo available sea route was less than 13,000
statube nlles, and shipments from the United States reguired s mini-
i of .2 monthe to reach India, Even after arriving at thelr
destination, ships could not e unloaded immeflately because of
linmited doczing space. Since ports along the Bay of Zengal could
no longer be ueed, the few western nmorts were soon Jammed with
British and Americen skipping., In Anril, for example, it was re~
ported thet more than 200 ships were walting to be unloaded at
Dombay, some of them having siood there for 6 weels,

Herachi, selected as the chief port of American entry, was more
than 1,000 miles away from the center of combat zctivitlies. Conse-
gquently, a heavy burden was placed upon slready insdeguate transpor-
tatlon and communication systems. The poorly developed railroad

. system, harpered by a lack of rolling stock and the exlstence of four
different gauges, could be of only limited uwsefulness to the American

forces, The highway sysbtem was even less prepared to absorb part of

e b knkF L
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the transportation durden. larrow, poorly graded romds, largely

impagsable during ralny weather, nade wp the larger part of the
. syatem, Even if every road had been a twoslane, all=weather high-
way, trucrs were not awvaileble for houling largze numbers of troops
and supplies, A certain amount of freight could be carried on the
Gongee and Brahmaputrs rivers, although this meane of transportation
could not be fully utillzed until more boats could be ootained.
Development of an air transsort service had $o awalt corpletion of

an extengive constructlion program, for the existlng commersinl

flelds were not strategleoally located and were not entlrely sultable
for military plones. Finally, the American forces could not depend
uwon the slow telephone and telegraph systems for rapild comrzunications
essentlal to combat, Added to these problems was the fact that
Indisnts elipnte, which ran to excesses in temperature and humldiby,
was not conduclve to the highest operational efflelency of persomnel
or .ni'i:?faireraf‘s.

Prospects for obtalning the desired wersomnel and equivment for
the Tenth Alr Force were none too brishi, for demonds from other
theatern and the poliey of concentrating flrst on the elimination
of Germeny gave India a low priority. VWhile the Wenth Alr Force
vas activated on 12 Februnry 1942 abt FPotterson Fleld, Chio, it wage
not vatll several months later that the Headcvarters and Head-
quarters Sgundron cowld be sent from the United States, As &
nuclens for hle staff, Gencral Brerebon had only the offieers who

had been evacvated from Java in two heavy bombers. ZIrig., Gen. Earl

I
U L S
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L. Talden wag to beecme chief of staff, while Brig. Gen. Franeis I,
Brady wog scheduled for comucmd of the base ob Xerachi for the
recention, clascification, and trainlng of incoming porsonnel.

fhe first large shipment of Alr Gorps troops to arrive at
Karachi was the convoy senb from Australla on 22 February., Origlin-
ally achedunled for Java, the troope had been diverted to Ind.:la) ané
o 12 l'nreh they reached Korachl, after stopplng for 2 days ot
Colozbo, Qeylon. Inelwded in this shimment wore the 5let Fursuit
Groun, the 5lct Aly Eace Grouwr, ond the 9th Booberdment Sguadron and
E8th Reconnaiseance Squadron (ground echelom) of the 7th Bombardment
Grouy. These unite brought the totnl sirength of the Teath lir
Force in Indic to 174 officers snd 5,036 enlisted men.

Only 10 P-£0's were brought in the convoy. An additionsl 58
P~40%'s on the Iangley and Seawlich bad starbed with the convoy from
Austrelia, but at the last minute the two vensels were diverted to
Jave., where enemy acilon prevente_d the ;:1:9.11@3 from gebting into

—r f
» P .

conbab,. ’aﬁzile':de;'ei:ozmgnts in Jova had resulbted in the loss of

valushle wpursult alrerafs, thézl: provided the firszt heuavy borbers
Tor the Tenth Alr Force when nlomes en route 4o Java via the
Eouth Ltlantic route were ordered to be held in Indla. Thus 1%
hampened that 6 B~17's, plus the 2 borbers flown in by General
Erereton ond his party, end 10 P-<0's constituted the inltlal
gtrensth of the Tenth Alr Force.

- - . - -- Barly Operational Problemg

o tine was wasted in gotting the available aireraft into action.

¥ven before the arrival of pursult planes the bombers were carrying

Yot
¢
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out their firat Uniscion.™ ZEBetween 8 and 18 liarch, 7/3;1;.715 ond
AP e | I=3:’-;30 transported 29 tons of suppllies and a battelion of native
.'t‘usi.;.iera fron Asensol in Indis to Megwe in Surra, o2nd evacuated
. 423 eclvilions on return trips. Following the corpletion of this
task, the planes returned to Karachi for patrol dutles which continued
into Anril.

Extengive operatione hod to aualt the arrival of more planes,
procureaent of sulteble types of alreraft, treloning of personnel,
and provielon of necesrary fecilitles. Generzl Srereton's recent
experience in the Philivpines cnd Jove made him keenly aware of
cortain necded improvenents in materiel, tacties, and training.

While nany of his suggestions were adopted, other recommeridations
could not immedintely rece_aive fuvorable action. Requests for o nore
sultable type of fisghter plone, for exsmole, could not be met bheeause
such planes were not then available., ZRequeats for P-38's equipped
for photogravhle work met with the same answer.

As in the Southwest Facific, the vast distances which had to be
covored in reaching enemy targets precluded the use of fighter pro-
tection for 'nombcrs: , ;'fo}sing most opem'bionsl;t;-'bs ;a(rrﬂie& out at
nlght, Talg,situation, rc’oﬂﬁl”éiﬁed wita the lack of vhotographle air- -
eraft end unfavorable atmosphoric condltions, ?efiuced—tha—eﬁective—
ngss--ai-’,i hi ghwnl titude precislon 'bomhing;?)a‘.nd. p;ainﬁécl to mediunm bonvers
. as more sultable for such operations. It was not untll late in

April, however, that orrangements were mede for assigning 2 mediun

‘bombardment sguadrons to the 7th Group, thereby chcnging the unit
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from a heavy horbordment %o a coxposite growm of Bﬂheav:,r and 2
nedilun squadrons.
. loat of tho alreraft arriviag from the United States were In
need of nmajor repairs snd, in some eases, complete overhaul Before
they could be put inte combat., !lony planes, including P-40's wvhich
vere brought to the west African coast by the alrerafd carrier
Ronpger, were domnged or wreciied 1n the flight acruss Afriea. Tpon
recching Yoracihi, those in need of engine replacemont were sometimes
forced to ualt weeks before spares arrived. IExtreme dust conditlons
olao inercased the demand for ongine replacenents.

The irnactivity resulting from the leack of proper equirment for
operationnl ond traeining activitles naturally affected the morale of
airmen at Xaracni. Noreover, throushout liareh the Jopanese push
throush Burma and enemy actblivity in the Indlan Ocean became so
critical that attacks wore expected even at Zorachi, Almost ecually
depressing wes t'.'he gbgence of nail from the United States. These
i‘actors.rr:lﬂ;:g with the unsatlsfoctory climate and the absence of
reerentionnl foeilities, 1f$:z‘a*;‘.é the men to lead o cheerless and
monotonous eoxiatence.

It was not untll early in April that the nonolony could be
brolten, at least for part of the Tenth Air Foree, oy the beginning
of bombing operations, On the night of 2/3 fpril a flight of 2
E-17'9 and 4,1‘ ‘m-.zo, monned by orews of the 9th Squadron and led by
Gonoral Brereton, carried out o suecessful mission apninst eneny

shipuing near Port Blair in the Andaman Islends, ZHight tong of bonbs
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were dromped from 3,500 feet, scoring hifs on o cerulscr and & trens-
pors, woth of vaich were left dburning. The boobers encountered eneny
. fighters end intense antisireraft fire but succeeded in returning to
base with 2 of the nlanes domnged. A simultaneous attzel: by 2 B-17's
was scheduled for targefs in the Eangoon area, bhub 1 of the planes
crashed on the take-off, killing the entire crew, and the other
developed mechanical trouble. Yhese operations entailed the wuse of
an sdvanced base near faleutta, a dlstance of aporoximately 1,200
alr priles from Zorachi, Subseguent operations were characterized by
the game difficuliles of digtance ond shortage of sireraft, as well
as by uwnfovorabdle weather conditions, Such bombing ralds therofore
could be considered llttle more then harassing overations.
Imorovencat of the situation in the Indian Qcean, with Eritish
oceuwation of Medsgasear and withdrewal of heavy units of the
Jonanese flest foward the Paclfie, drovght elarification of the alr
force's primary oisslon. 3By the latier part of Moy, vleng had been
rwnde to concenirate on ald to Chine, Induction of AVG personnel
into the AAF had slready been favorably considered in Veshingion,
and in Anril Chennauly was recalled to duty and promoted to dbrigadier
generel, The 238 Pursuit Group, vhich kod been selected to absors

the AVG, was in process of moving througsh Indla to Chinae, though nob

i e
LB rfs,f_(

. uatil 4 July was the-chenge finnlly effected.
T~ T T — — e India-Chins Ferzy

In ferrying operations, the Tenth Air Force made its princlpal

contribution to the carly Allied effort in the CBI theater. Shortages
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of personnel and equipment and a lack of culiable fields and wrotective
feeilities did not prevent the let rerrylng Grouwp from transporting
supplics into Burma and Chine and evacuabing wounded soldiers and
elvilion refugees whlle the Japanese were cloging in upon important
bases along the route. Origlnal plons for the ferry called for two
conanfls, the Trans-India, to operate from Karachi to Dinjan in Asgan,
end the Assar-Burma-China, o operate from Dinjan to Xunming, Plang
for trimsferring carge fronm one plane $¢ another at Dinjan soon had to
ve abandoned beczuse of the shorbtagze of aireraft, and the idea of
naintaining two separate comnands vas sunplanted by the more prac-
%ical one of an Indig-China Ferry.

For several months, however, the Assan-Surna-Ching Ferry, under
the cormand of Col, Caleb V., Haynes, contlmued fo rebein its ldentity,
This route nnturally received lmmediate attention because of the
necesslty of transporting sumnlies to the Chlnese, whoge morale nad
sufiered since the fall of Eangoon. Ten Pon Amerlean DC-3's from
Afriea were node amvallavle to the command, whoeo flrst task early in
Aoril was to deliver 80,000 zallons of gosollne and BUO gallons of
oil to Chinese airfields for use by 16 :B;';ES'B wilch were then moving
seross the Paciflc asoaxd an alreraft cerrler preparstory to executiag
o daring attecl: on the Jepunese homeland.

Immediately following the corplcotion of this assignment, the
transport plenes werc given a much larger task. Vaen the Japznese
push throuph Burma threatened to vut the Britisch and Chinpese de-
fenders to rous, the DJ-3's earried ammunltion and sunplies into the

battle area and evacucted refugces and wounded wmorsomnel., Afier the

RV
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f2l1l of Mandalay on L llbay the pllots defied every normal limdi of
load and altitude in order to evacunte zg mony passengcers as posslible
before the Jaraonese could elose in upon pointe on the ferry route

to China., 4ne planes were completely unarmed and subjeet to eneny
attzelz, but not one trangport was lost in these overations.

Forry pllots and crevws at Iinjan were normally under a consiant
strain, c:’.z’;c the suseeptibility to Japonese attacl forged then do
get the planes off the field at dawn, But during these operations
into Burma the nllots wers nore than overvoriked, ZEven after the
Tell of lyitkyina on 8 lay, they continued o drop food and suvpplies
to the retreating defenders, ineluding General Stilwell, vio eleeted
to Uwalk owt! ruther tnsn be evacusnbed,

The loso of Burmn called for o oconrsiderable amount of revision
in planc for both ground and oir operations. Tne ferry route to
China, for example, could ne lenszer be regarded merely as o supple-
nent to regular supply lines; the now situation demonded an air cargo
gervice large enouge to replace the 3urna Road. In this connection
the ferry oporations tkroughout April, May, and Jume had not only
gn intrinele value, but a for-reaching effeet as well, for their
suecess polnted the way to the more ambitious underbaking of "over

the hum? service, a loter development which involved flying over

———
W

ihe 418-,{}9&4601‘, Hirplayas. Nomentarily, however, flipghts from
DinJan to China were halbed by the loss of pases in Burma and by

the heavy ralns of the moneson ceoson,
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During the Burme operzations a few reinforcements for the Tenth
Alr Torce were arriving at Kerachi and initial work was sccomplished
on the establishment of ground services essential to air combat, On
1 Ilay the X Alr Foree Service lommend was setivated under Brig. Gen.
Elmer I, Adler, who had arrived § days earlier from the liddle Zest,
Hecesnery codres were token froam other units of the Wenth Alr Forces
and Agra, approximately 700 miles east of Kerachl, was selected as
the most desireble location for the maln denoct.

Loter in the month the 34 Alr Devot Group arrived at Ka=rachi,
after a G0-day woyoge fron the United Stotes, along with the ground
echolon of the 2¥d Purscult Groun, additionsl personnel of the lst
Ferrying Groun, ond Hesdguerters and Hesdousrters Scusdron, Tenth
Alr Force, On 28 llay, with the arrival of the 34 Croup ab Asra, the
34 Adr Depot was eptablished. %he immedinte tasl: was construction
¢f barrecks enl sn airdrome, in vhich netlve vorkers assisted.

Po provide Wfront-line! gervice to combat units, the 59th lateriel
Sauedron wes divided into small base units end located at Allahebad,
Yunning, Agra, Dinjan=Chobua, Chcluliea, and at Bemgslors, vhere an
sireraft memnfocturing plant was being converted into a repsir and
overheul depot,.

- Borbardnent Cperations

while these services were belng set up, the siriking arm of the
Tenth Air Yorce~~though limited to a mere handful of heavy bomberses

continued to hit at the enemy throvghout Burma. Using advance Dases

LR L
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at Asangol and Dum Dum, the planes bombed Rengoon shipping and air
facilities as frequently as the conditlon of the sireraft would sllow.
Yypilecal of the interyupbilone cceurring during these early months, was
t:he‘f £-veekr period following 3 April when operations had to be suspernded
while repzirs were being made,

Afber the fall of the ferry base at Uyltkyina on 8 llay, the bombers
divided their ebtention betwsen this strategic point =nd the emally
lmnortent targets =t Rengoon, with four B=17's of the 9th Scuadron
making the first attack on liyltkyine on 12 lay. Only by rendering
this field unserviceable could the bombers protect the ferry route, for
Japonese planes operzbing from this point could easily reach Dinjan
and eould also patrol the route to Kunming,

By mid=-June all heavy bombers were grounded by the monsoon season
and by =2 shortoge of spare peris. The adverse weather, on the other
hand, offered socme respite from enemy operabions and provided an
oprortunity for improvement of alv-woraing and antislreraft facilities
in the Assam and Cegleutta areas, Strengthening of the Allied position
in the Indion Ocean had slready allowed the movenent of units from
Earachi esatvard, The 436th Bombardment Squadron (redesisnated fron
the 88th Reconneissance Squadron) by the first part of June ves moving
to Allzhabad, where the 9th Bombamrdment Squedron had vreceded it oa
27 April. Hesdquarters of the 7th Bombardment Group moved to Barracke
pore, near Calcutta, The Blst Fighter Group was moving units into

Kunning cnd Dinjon, vhile the 234 Fighter Groun cnd the 11th Bombardment
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Sauadron (I} were assembling in Chine. | c3 1 ho
By June, the outloock for the Tenth Adr Force was considersbly
brighter then it hed been ab sny time during its existence. Imporbent
decisions had been rendered on the miscion of the air force, on relations

between the air force and the thester commwender, ond on the disposition
of forces in Chinn, Both ferry end service orgonlzabtions had begun
operations, vhile progress was evident in the provisgion of combat

units with personnel and ecnipment, Iut, like the other Army alr
forces opposing the Japsnese, the Tenth vas still on the defensive; and
eneny camabilities indlcated still further edvances in the Chira-Eurma=
India theater. lloreover, within the month, the Tenth Alr Yorce was
destined to lose virtually iss entire striking arm when the British
suffered o mejor defeat ot Xnightsbridge, ond in the emergency CGenersl

Brereton was ordered %o the liiddle East with 21l availsdlie bombers.

v
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When tronerort crews of the Tenth Alr Force ferrled gasoline
and oil to Chinese airfields early in April, they vere malking preparstions
for what proved to be the most spectacuizy combat undertalcing of the
ALY Guring the first half of 1942, The plen for bombing the Jeponese
homelsnd was first conceived in January, =nd preparations in the
United States vere carried oub with ubtmost secrecy under the direction
of Lt, Col., James H, Doolittle., Tests were conducted off Horfolk, Va.,
to determine the practicsbility of operating B-25's from the deck of
en alreraft carrier, Volunteers from the 17th Bombardment Group made
up the 24 crews which were ordered to Bglin Field, Fla., for specicl
treining, ot informefl of their finel destinstion, they knew only
thet they had volunteered for a hazerdous bubt importznt mission.

At Bglin Field thke toctieal training of the erevws was compressed
into less th:ml nonth, A nevol avietor ves agsigned to teach pilois
the technioue of 1lifting plenes off the deck of a cerrier. Fractice
takewoffs were made on an suxiliary field neer Dglin, with vwhite lines
dravn on the runveys to represent the deck of a carrvier, The pllots
had no opportunlity for e practice run from an actnal declk., 4 limited
emount of gunnery and bombing training vas given, but much time wes
lost while srmement persomnel put the turrete in working order., The
B-25's had been modified by the installation of 3 extra ras tenks--

1 in the bomb boy, another in the svace normelly filled by the lower

106
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turret, and the third (2 coilapsible rubber ba§l in the erawlway.
%o discourage attecks from the rear,:, %——w;;:-’&'enﬁ..‘s{}-_cal. guns wore
extended fronm the tip of the tail.

Yhen it was found impossivle o include &all 24 plenes on the
mission, 16 planes and extrs crews vere ordered to Alameda (Caiif.)
Air Ststion, On the morning of 1 April the 16 Bi-_'?‘as‘s ware holsted
by glent cranes on to the deck of the alrereft carrier Horpet, With
71 officers and 130 enlisted men of the AAF zboard, the Hornet put
out $0 sea. Lraining of the crews continued, and the flyers were
finally told their objective, Specific nilitery targete were
esgigned to each crew and minute detalls were discuseed, with slmost
every eventuallty tecken into consideration.

Cn 13 April the Hornet made & r;mrievous with another tesk force,
the combined forces now toteling 2 carriers (the Hornet end Enterorige),
1 light eraiger, 3 heavy crulsers, B d.e.stroyers, znd 2 ollers.
Haintaining radlo silence, the force sailed westward unier the command
of Viece Adm, Villiem ¥, Hnlsey, Jr. Fleng called for the force to
proceed 1:.0 a point 400 miles from Tokyo. Colonel Dpolittle was to
take off I heurs before the othor planes in order te light up Tokyo
with sn incerdiery attaclk early in the evening. The fires would guide
12 more B-25's vhich were %o bomb the city withjé tons of high exploslves,
The 3 remalning planes were to attack the eltles of Fagoye, Kobe, and
. Ozcks with incerndieries, The planes would then have just enocugh fuel

to reach Chinese sirfields where gesoline and flare pots hod been

assenbled in snticipation of their arriwal on the night of 19 /20 April,
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Events on the morning of 18 April prevented the 16 planes from

carrying outzoriginﬂ plans in their entirety. Eeving o.void.ed.jz enemny

. surfoce craft, the taslk force sighted 2 more enemy vessels while stlld
approxinately 800 miles from Tokyo. One enenmy patrel vessel vms sunk,
ut it wag fearsd that Jpponese ereumen hod slready radleced a warning
of tke amproaching force. The decision was made to launch the P-25%s
inmediately. when Colonel Doolittle took off shorbtly after 0800,
hours ahead of the scheduled time, the Hornet was 620 miles fron the
neerest point of Japanese lend, Ione of the crews hed any assurance
that they would be able to reach the Chinese airfields, but they were
at least sure that their targets were within range,

The plames did reach the tergets, and the Japanese people were
gpparently taken completely by surprise, The B.25's flew in 2t &
niniren altitude, skimming the waves untll they reached the coastline
ond teen flying ae low as the rugged terrain would permit. Grouwps of
villagers, thinking the planes were Jepanesge, waved to them on their
way as they passed overhezd. %he first bombs were dropped on Tolye
at 12186, By the time the last bombers flew in, the city had been
alerbed cnd the alrcraft met falrly heevy concentrabions of fire,
Hilitary targets were hit in Tokyo, Vagoya, Tokosuka, Kobe, and
Yolohzma, Cnly one B=25 was forced to jettison its bombs, and not
one plane ves loet as a result of enemy action,

. A flerce storm, growinz daxikmess, and dwindling fuel supplles
combined to bring about the loss of ell the B-25's after they had

comvlieted the bombing., Most of the planes reached the China coast
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ard come dovn in nesrby waters or on trescherous mountesinsides. One
plane landed in Bussis, where its crew was interned, Two other crews
fell into Jerenese hands, snd some of these airmen were executed, Vith
one excephion, crews of the other planes escaped with thelr lives,
thourh many were injured, The materiel loss to the AAT vas conslderable,
but nt the time the effect wes vegarded ns well worth the expenditure

of 16 medign bombers. For the Americems, it wes the one bright spot

in the wkole somber pleture of early 1942, 3But, 1like the 12 and 13
April bombardment of the Philipwnines, it was only a token action snd

could not be repeated any time in the lwmredinte fubture,
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. ¥ith the approach of sy 1942, the Peeific war entered an especially
eritical phase for the Allies, The month of April hed been merked by
a8 notlcesble lack of enemy activitg;l-a 1ull which seemed to presage
reneved Jopanese efforts. The situation demsnded the ubtnost elertness
on the part of illied forces, for the enemy wasg capable of strilking
in any one of several directions or in seversl areas simultanecusly.

A major sbtack might Te mode in the Sounthwest Pacific against the
Augtralian continent, Ilevw Guinea, or the Solomons: ox in the Central
Pacific against Midwey or Hewnil; or in the North Pacific against the
Aleutions, DBefore the poseing of 12 more nmonths the Japanese struck in
a2ll three areas. And vhen the crisis came, American sir and naval
power proved to be sufficlent,

The first attempt was made in the Southwest Paeilfic. On 4 liay
&8 sizeble eneny force moved into the port of Tulagl in the southeastexrn
Solomons, althqugh Allied aircraft attecked the vecsele end senk a
light cruiser, é&estroyers.i;% gunboats, and a sunwly creft, Having
secured their flexls nosition as & preliminary step towsrd a larger
operation, the Jepanese began thelr next riove wesbwerd through the
Coral Sea. Dlend=based aireraft operating out of Australis on 6 May

. first diccovered units of tke eneny fleet moving irn 7 groups and
totaling 2 aireraft carriers, 7 cruisers, 17 destroyers, 16 unidentified

worships, 2 submerines, 1 submarive tender, and 2L transport ships.
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On the basis of informstion furnished by the American reconnzis-
sonce planes, Allled neval forces moved into the arem and on 7 and 8
. fzy vere attacked by enemy planes in the vieinity of the Louisiade
Archipelago., ihile 23 Japanese planes were being shot down in this
areg, Allied carrier-besed planes znd &1l the aireraft which could he
apsenbled on the northesst coast of Australis were engered in bombing
the main unitg of the Jopsnece fleet, On 9 May enemy ships which
could ptill manewver after the atbtzelslvere observed withdrzwing to p
the north.

Action throughout the engogement was confined to contmet between
the Japanese and Allied air forces and betveen air and navel forces;
there was no contact hetween the opposing surface units., Ib was
carrier- snd land-based slircroft alone vhich succesded in roubing the
ilnvasion fleet and in sinizing 1 airereft corrier, 1 heavy cruiser, 2
light crulserg, 2 destroyers, 4 gunboate, .2 transports, end 1 submarine,
In addition, more than 100 eneny alrcraft vere destroyed, and another
aireraft cerrier, lizut cruiser, transport, end submarine were danmaged,
Americen losses included the aireraft carrier Lexinsbon, 1 destroyer,
L tenmker, and 66 planes.

The 34, 19th, and 223 Bombardment Groups, and severel fighter
squadrons of the Alllied Air Forces in Austrelia perticipated in the
action and continued %o attack the withdrawing enemy vessels until they

. were out of range. They also carried oub reconmnalssence and patrol
misslons throushout the engeagement, Fox the most part there was

effective coordlnation between the Allied iAlr Forces and the naval
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forces, bub some of the airmen-{-having beer furnished no information
‘di

as to the poeition of Americon navel unitew-umwitiingly bombed certain

[
T e T

. of those unibs, ;’i‘h_e*;ituation.was—to impmv:e:. wi.th t}-le passiné 13&‘ time
and with the grovth of Amy end Havy forees, for ii was only by a high
degree of co':grd.ination that the Allies were able to lsunch and success-
fully execute thelr first offensive in this section of the Pecifie,
Until the ilobe summor of 1942 these forces were still on the defensive,
but the Coral Sec action was significent as the first major defeat of

tke Japanese and, therefore, ne a turning point in the FPaeifie war,
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After thelr defeat in the Coral Sea, the Japesnese began to withe

draw meny of their vessels from the Southwest Faclfic toward Jopan

and to assemble forces for a large-scale offensive. Since-thers-vere
puhinhn .
Pl .

no-inddosblons. of..the~e;:act:ﬁ direction An‘which the next invasion
attemnt, vould.be-made, Anericen milltary ond nmeval units throughout
the Preific Ocean and along the coast from Alaska to Panema took
special precautlonary measures and reinforced thelr gerrisonc.

Fredictions =2nd conjectures as to Japonese intentions were no longer

jf.“ .

necessary after 2 June, for zn enemy fleet of approximately 80 vessels

vas then discovered moving toward liidwey. The epsuing air and naval
battle, a series of complex actions spresd over 3 days and aights,
with Army, Wavy, end Merine Corps units cooperating, resulted in an
even greater defeat for the Jopanese than did the Coral Sea engoge-
ment,

The Battle of Midwey gave the Seventh Alr Force its first real
opportunity to meet the Jopanese since 7 December 1941, A number of
chongces hed telten place in the ailr foree after the attack on FPearl
Horbor. On 18 December liaj. Gen. Clarence L. Yinkzer succecded liaj.
Gen. Frederick L, Martin as commender of the Hawaiian Air Force.
Pacticel and administrative functions increased as the air units

widened the scope of their activities, To meet the new demands of

service end supply, the Hawaiien Air Force Base Commend wes established

113
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ab Hickam Field on 25 December and was chorged with control of all
air bage commands end depots.

Other cheneces in early 1942 had affected the desismotion but not
necessarily the function of the various components, The Hawalian
Air Force became the Seventh Alr Force on 5 Pebruery; and by subsequent
action the Base Jommend became the VIX Air Force Base (ommand, the 18th
Bombardment Ving became the VII Bomber Commend, end the Hawpilen Interw
ceptor Comnend {redesigznanted from the 14th Pursult Ving) became the
VII Fighter Command,

Activities of these units throughout the flrgt half of 1842 were
centered around defense of the lelonds ond assimiletion of new personnel,
alrcraft, and equipnent. The VII Fighter Command was able to engage
in an intensive treining progrom, snd at the seme time wos cerrying out
o few antisubmarine patrol and convoy duties, The VII Zomber Command,
on the obther hend, couvld devoete litile time 4o tralning funchions,
for until 1 April all Uombers were assismed o reconnaissance or
strilzing forces. At the beginning of Apxll approxinately 25 per cent
of the bombers were mzde availshle for & limited smount of training
daily. In 211 its constent vatrol and numerous submarine search missions,
hovever, the Seventh Alr Force had little chance to contact enemy forces,
From 7 December 1941 to 1 llzarch 1242, only 10 submarines had been
abtacked, 3 of which vere probebly sunk, In comparison with the South=
wost Pacific, the Centrsl Pacific had been & relatively inactive theater

of war,
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Definite cigns of more aetivity in this area were seen on 18 May,
when the Seventh Alr Force waes placed on o special alert to meet a
threatened enemy abtback. At that time 34 B%l?'s were on hand, of which
27 were sultable for combat, For 10 days n:: B;Tl'?'s were used on search
migsions but were held in readiness as a strikiag forceﬁ;completely
fueled and losded with £00= and 600-wound demolition bombs., From
18 May to 10 June = total of 60 B};;',l?'s arrived from the United States
and were made available o tacticsl units after only 24 hours' meinte-
nance-~e=3 gervicing,

In line with the principle of unity of command, =11 Sevenbh Alr
Force bombers were placed under operastionsl control of the lavy; and
after almost:l}a weeks of alert, ore saquedron of 6 B-l7's was ordered
by Fatrol VWing Two to fly to Hidway. Following its exrival on 20 M¥ay
the sousdron flew two 80U-mile search missions on the next 2 days.
Sinllar misslons were flown on the same days by another sausdron of
8 B=17's which had been ordered from Oshu to Hidwey on 31 Msy., In
the shsence of ground crews, combat nersonnel had to perform their
own maintenance at Midway.

When on the morning of 3 June naval patrol pleanes sighited a
large concentration of cestward bound ememy vessels about 700 miles
from Hidway, the Bel? crews had slready flown zpproximately 30 hours
within 2 deys. Six additional bombers were seat fyrom Oalm, and ab
1628, 8 B-17's were ordered to attaclk the enemy force, nov reported only
570 nmiles off Hidwey snd apnroaching in 5 columns. Abdtacking from

8,000 feet with 26 x 600-pound bombs, the B~17's scored a totel of &
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hits and B near misses on 2 battleships or heavy crulsers and 2 large

)
0
L
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2
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transports, leaving -1 warship and 1 transport burning and severely
daxaged. During the night 4 Oatalinas atbtacked the same group and
score;}. 2 torpedo hits, ome of vwhich wes believed to have sunk an enemy
ghiv, '

For the next 5 days Army, Lavy, and larine Corps planes ook
of ¥ from llidvay, Calu, and from carriers vhich hed been brought inte
position, the complexity of the schion making it diffieunli to give an
accurate account of the damage inflicted by any one group., Vhile these
forces were pounding the enemy vessels with bombs snd torpedoes on the
nerning of 4 June, enenmy carrier-based plenes attacked Midway. 4An
outnumbered larine fighter force met the spprosching planes and, in
conjunction with antieircraft batteries, shot down 40 Japenese aircrafy,.
Since the enemy force was now only 180 miles from Midwey, 4 B-26's
arned with torpedoes were throvn into the atiack, They met heavy
fizhter opnosition and antisircraft fire, and 2 of the B-26's were
shot down., Zhe remaining 2 planes scored hits and then returned to
iidvway, where they were forced o erash-laond.

By sundown of 4 June, American forces hed gained contrel of the
alr in the vieinity of 1lidway. Two enemy carriers had been hit se memy
tines that they sank or were sunk by the Japanese before the following
morning, One enemy destroyer had been sunk, and 2 battleships, 1
transport, and several other ships had been dsmaged. The U, 5. carrler
Yorktown, put out of sction by enemy aireraft, would probably have

surviveds but a submarine attack on the next day resulted in further
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dznmege and the carrier hed to be sunk by attending forces.
By early morning of 5 June the enemy force had separated into
. several groups, all in fall retreat. Throwshout the moraning and
afternoon B‘-:}l'?'s from liidway sought out the fleeing vessels and
clained a number of hits on ¢nemy warships, clthough vnfavorable
weather mede the missions extremely hazardous. During the night
U, S. nirveraft carriers steasmed westwerd in pursuls of the Javanese.
Early the next mornine, 5 June, cearrier aircreft discovered 2 groups
of enemy varshing, and attacks were made on the ships from spproximately
0920 to 1730. Tyelve additlonel B;"Tl'?'s were ordered from Oaku bo

After 6 June, repeated efforts were made to contact the ?ema:l.nder

/
— o

of the enemy fleet, but without success, Ixcept for ﬂbppiﬁg-—u:z}
actitihies..and:-seérch:n;fﬂsions, the Battle of Midway was ended. On
g June, vhile a flight of B.1%?'s was continuing the search, a plane
cerryins llaj. Gen. Olerence L. Tinker wes forced down at mea and losh.
Commend of the Seventh Alr Force was then assumed by Brig. Gen. H, C,
Davidson.

Daring the 2-day engagement the combined Army, Navy, and Narine
Corps air units sank £ Jopsnese slreraft carr:lers.v 2 heavy crulsers,
3 destroyers, end 1 or more transports or suxllizry vessels. Damage
vas inflicted on 3 enemy battleghips, 3 keavy crulsers, 1 light

’ cruiser, several destroyvers, ond at 1east’ 3 suxiliory ships, Approximately

275 Japznese aircreft were destroyed or lost from lack of flight decks

for lending, An estimated 4,800 Japanese were killed,

L4
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V. 8. naval losses included the carrier Yorktown and the destroyer
Hemmenn. Approximately 180 navel ylanes were lost in action or damaged
. beyond repair. Fersonnel losses were 892 officers snd 215 enligsted men.
Forticipotion by AAT units became much lerger thon was expected,
because of the eerly locablion of eremy carriers. ¥or most of the
personnel. the Bettle of Nidway was their first combat action. Desides
the handleap of inexperiencs, the crews in some cases had to contend
with mechanicnl difficulties in thelr planesédifficulties which eculd
undoubtedly have been eliminated if the sltuation hed allowed for
proper testing before sending the bombers into sction. A further strain
vas placed on combat crews at liidwey by the shesence of sufficient
ground crevws. Even u.nder‘ these conditions, the Bél’?'s flew a total
of 55 nissions during the ‘3 daya of the battle. They bonbed & total
of 7 battleships or heavy crulsers, 7 carriers, 1 destroyer, and 2
bransporis, resulting in claims of 22 dlrect hits, 6 probable hits, and
46 near misses. Ten ocut of 18 enemy filghters encountered were shot
dovn and 2 were dameged. Two Bel7l's and 2 B-26%c were lost at sea and
2 more of each type were demaged,
- Units of the Seventh Air Torce which participated in the engmge—
ment included the 26th, 424, end 471lst Scuadrons of the 1lth Bomberdment
@roup, ard the 234, &lst, and 724 Sousdrons of the H5th Bombardment
Group. The 728 Squedron had been eculpred +ith B-18%s until more B-17!s
. began to arrive from the,'Uni'bed Stetes in May, BSince the unit wes

not fully eocuipped until 2 daye before being committed to combat,

there was of course no oprortunity for proper treining of the eraws.

. e .-
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Cther B{-}l‘?'s were flown by the lst Provisional Squadron, which vas

en route from the United Stotes to the Fiji Islands, Two of the B-26g
. vere assiimed to the 52th Eombariment Souadron, slso en route te the

Fijls, end the remaining 2 B-26's vere en route to Austrollie as reinforce-

mente for the 408th Souzdron of the 22d Bombardment Group, Units of

the VII Fighter Command took no ective part in the Battle of liidway,

but the 736 Sauadron of the 18th Fighter Grown slmost immediately

therenfter was sent to become a pert of the lidwsy defense forces,
. 4 s

- ’

- S -

replacing”w:-éiﬁos;—d imzted llarine Tighbtor unite

The I'idusy engagement provided some valuable combat lessons, meny
of them alrezdy known bub nov given fresh emphasis, As in the Coral
Sex action, maximum results could not be achieved without a sufficient
number of planes over the terget et one time. Army medlum bombers
proved to be effective torpedo sireraft: but without nimultaneous
ettacics by other types of planes to disperse ememy fire, torpedo sttacks
were tenbancunt to suicide. Tor exemple, out of ome group of 15 Yavy
torpedo plenes which attacked zn enemy carrier, not one returned.
Jensneeo fighter aircraft were still superilor to American fighter
planes ot high altitudes, bubt the Jspanese pilots egmin demonstrcted
their hesitency in attecking B-17's in close formsntion. Above all, the
Battle of Midway proved thobt heavy bombers of the Seventh Air Force
were not doomed to o relatively immobile life around Oahu but that

. they could be nsed effeectively in cgoperation witk the fleet and in

defense of outlying bases, 4s a furtlber demonstration of tkelr

1

mobility, Jjust T weeks after the llldway battle, £ LB=-30's of the Seventh
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Alr Foree struck at the enemy iz & night bombing attack on Veke Island,
involving a flight of 2lmost 2,500 miles from Oahu, -
In-one-respect Lhe Battle of Midway /téepéésenﬁéd—ﬂecidéd:ad‘vance
over—the-loral—Seo—=ction,-for the principle of unity of commend es
followved-cund~proved-to-be—sound, All Americen forces fought under
Adm, Chester V, Iimitz, Commander in Chief of the Pscific Fleet, with
other Navy, larine Corps, and Army officers occupying subordinate
cormmends, ‘hile operationsl conditions were not entirely setisfactoxy,
bhqy elloved the combined forces to marshal sufficient strength for
&;nd.é::inz-:: the Jopsnese vy its cecond sreat defent of the war. As
in the Coral Sea battle just 1 month bofore, there wes no contect
betueen surfrce units of the opposing forces; it was another triumph
for air power, !lidway, which might have become a Jepanese sheppinge
ctone to Pacific Fleet headguarters in Hawaii and eventually to the
wastern cosst of the United States, wae still hsld by American forces

a3 a steppingstone to Japonese-pccupied iglands in the Centrsl Pacific,
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. The Japenese thrust at Midway was only one part of a two-pronged
invagion attempt. Uhlle aspproximately B0 vessels were moving toward
Yidway, znother larze enemy force vas headed for Americen bases in the
Aleutians:’-;tha.t string of iglands jutting out from Alecke toward
Jzpan's Kurile Islands and Pussia's Kemchatks Peninsuia. On 18 lay,
the seme day thei forces in Hawall were alerted, navel intelligence
received word thet Jopsnese emphibious forces wers preparing for an
shtack on Alaska which would probobly metericlize during the first 3
daye of June, The invecion force ves reoported to consist of snproximastely
2 alrcreft cerriers, 5 eruisers, 12 destroyers, 8 submarines, Z or 3
sesplane tenders, and & number of transports, cargoe vessels, and heavy
bombers,

Haneuvering under cover of bad weather, the enemy neared Unzlaska
Iglend, location of the importent naval base of Dutck Harbor, and on
& Junm attacked hoth the herbor end Army insteilations at Fort Mears.
A pirafing sweep by fighter plames over the naval alr station was
followed by four flights of bombers, composed of 3 or 4 plenes emch,
which bombed the Fort Mears area, Shortly after this preliminory
sweep the Japanese discovered that they had not eought American foreces

. unprepared, Instesd of having to defend Dutch Harbor from bases 1,000

miles eastward, the Hleventh Alr Force opercted planes from bases

which hzd been secretly prepared at Unnsk and Cold Bey on elifher side

iz
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of Unalacka. After 18 May, zerisl reinforcenents were rushed from
the meinlend just ss they vere sent to Oabu to meel the enemy threab
in that area, but it was primarily the exigtence of these airfields
ir the Aleutiens which enabled the Zleventh Alr Yorce to Interfere
with enemy plans. )
During the previocus ﬁjmonths. the gir force hed been busy with
en extensive airfield coanstruction program and with other preparations.
Though the ogtbreak ef war had resulted in a lurried esll for reinforce-
nents, onlyh?’% zdditional souzdrons could be sent from the United States,
Farly in Jenuery 1942 the 77th Bombardment Scuadron (H) end the 1lth
Pursuit Squcdron were moved to Elmendorf. Orgzanlizeblonel steps were
taken to increase the effectiveness of the alr force, After being
redesignnted ns the Alasien Air Force on 10 Jamuery, it was glven s
nurerical designation on 5 Februery when it became the Elevenbh Alr
Force, It compriced & Hemdouarters and Headousriers Squadroni the
Provisional Interceptor Command, Alaska, commanded b;g H;‘.j. Yormaen D.
8111in and composed of the llth and 18tk Pursuit Squadrons; the 28th
Composite Group, conmmended by Iia-j;', Wilidem O, Lavecikson end composed
of the- 733 and 77th Bomberdment Squadrons (M) and the 36tk Bombardment
Souedron (H); and the 274 Adr Bose Groun whiech, along with the sub-depot
at Flmendorf, supplied meintensnce service for tactical units. Zhe
smell air force, composed of only 2,960 officers end men, was hoaded
by Brig, Gen. William 0. Butler, uho assumed command on 8 Marg_:h 1942,
Shortoges of plemes and pilobs were keenly feld wh;en_long per:!.ot-is-of

4oyldoht necessituted keeping patrols in the air for 14 or more hours.
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Since April, llay, end June were the best months for flyinge-and
consecuently the most likkely time of eneny attacl:’—_'-the Eleventh Alr
Force throuchout the winter cnd spring of 1942 raced agsinst time amd
the Alesken weethers The first of the tacticel units to move from
Elmerdorf, the Z68th Bombardment Sousdron, on 1 February shifted southe
ward to Fort Greely on Xodiek Islend, Iurther moves towerd the Alefutiaa;;
chein hed to await additional work on airfields at Naknek, Fort Randsll
(Cold Bey), end Fort Glenn (Umnak). Arctic and sub=arctic conditions
were hardly conduclve to speedy corstruction of the fields, while the
transportation of supplies end percomnel from the West Coast of the
Unlted Stutes was necessarily slow. 1t was possible to‘ _work in
temperatures ns low as 50° below zero, but only by ﬁathawinfg practically
all tools and materiels before using them., Furthermore, construction
of hard-surfaced runweys could not be underteken without the removal
of muskeg, a oronsr mass of acowmlated roots and noss verying from
seversl inches t¢ severzl feet deep,

By early spring of 1942 therve were sprroximstely eight fields in
Aloska cepoble of use by combat alrcraft, but the importeant fields in
the Aleutians were not among them, Lork still continued on these and
other projects, znd by the middle of May, 5,000-foot runways of steel
matting had bDeen completed at Cold Bay end Umnsk, though revetments,
parking and disperssl sreas, essential supplies and equipment for
operations, and an adeomate warnlug system had not been provided.

Duteh Herbor

Yhen word was recelved on 18 liny of an impending Japanese atback,
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the Eleventh Alr Force acted swiftly. HNavy planes operating from
Eodiek cnd Sitka srd Arny plenes opercting from XKodisk and Elmendorfd
would be of little use in stopping the Jepenese if they attempted to
invede the Aleutisns. It was clesr that Army planes must be moved
to the partially complefed fields in the Aleutians, Every available
boat and transport planeT’-mili.tary and commercie.l-_-f-—;was comnendeered
to talke cupplies to the alrfields, while combat unite prepared to move
ir and =2dditioneal units were shifted from the West Coast to Alaska.
The 36th Bombcrdment Souedron et Kodlek was reinforced by 6 B-17'g,
and the B54th Fighter Squadron,with new P=38%g,wns gent via woater and
elr trensport from Seattle to Tlmendorf, 3y 2 June part of the 724
and 77th Bombzrdment Sousdrons and the 11th Fishter Scuadron had moved
to (old Bay and Umnek, 6 B};aﬁ‘s and 16 1’;{;40'& being concentrated at
the former field and 6 3528'9 and 17 P-40's at the latter, Advance
hesdguartere for the Eleventh Alr Force had been establlished st Hodlak,
ond gll Army end Newy forces:;-now operching under Reor Adm, R, 4.
Theobsld of U, 5. Havy Task Force sz.'-awaitea the Jepanese attack.
Congtant patrols hed been main;ained by Catalinas end the one
B-1%5 which the Z6th Souzdron hed prior to reinforcement. On 2 June
a Catalins spotted the enewy fleet through a brezk ln the overcest
but contact wes soom lost. On the following day the E-17 searched all
the way to Kiska for some sign of the enemy force, Nothing wae sean
except a dense fog @long the island chein, Safely concenled behind a
weather front, the Japanese moved in toward Dutch Harbor. The initial

attzcl on 3 June, made in relatively small force by carrier-based alrcraft,
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was apparently designed for reconnalissance purposes 29 much as for
eny other.

. The only contact made between the Eleventh Alr Force and the
Jzpanese on & June occurred when a P#‘&D shot down en enemy float plane
which appeared over Otier Point, vhere the Umnak airfield was located.
Until $this time the existence of Avmy mir facillitles in the Aleutlansg
had been a well=iept secreti—ane of which the Japanese wers not made
fully awore until the follo:ving dey,

While more reinforcements of Bwl7?'s and FBY's were flying from
San Dlego, Oglif., air unifs siready in Alasks were shifted toward
the Aleutians for operations on 4 June. ZRear defenses were also
strengthened, when RCAF unite stationed at Auvnette lsland dispatched
1 sgunadron of dolingbroires to Takubtet for protection of that area.
Vhen Favy Petrol Ving Four reported enemy vessele aboub 160 miles
southwest of Umnalx early on the morning of 4 June, 21l avallable
units of the Eleventih Alr Force were ordered %o atiack. As the
American crews made repeated sorties, a fog moved in to screen the enemy
forces, with the result that only = few contacts were mede. Several
hits on vessels were reported, while 1 ZB;:-‘.!.'? end 1 :Br-’}es vere loats.

Inring the afternoon the Japanese nmade 2 determined attack on
Jateh Harbor with smproximately 10 bombers and 16 fighters, cousing
a consi.ﬂ.ergble emount of damsge to werehouses snd oil tanke., COne

. ﬂi,g:h?iof £ enemy planec, while passing near Otter Point, was attacked
by é 1;-40'5 of th~ 11%h Sauadron. In the ensuing engogenent_4

Jepanese plenes were shot down ab the expense of 2 P=40%s and X pilod.
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After 4 June the Jepanese made no further concerted offensive
efforts; instead they fell back to the outer Aleutians. During their
withdrawal, enemy forces successfally eluded American patrols by teking
cover behind a weather front. M‘te:.: 1 week, Navy patrols discovered
the enemy on Attu and EKlgka, end from that time forward the actlon of
the Eleventh Alr Force placed the Jgpenese on the defensive,

The mmerons attack and search missions czrried out by the
Hleventh Alr Force dwring the abtempbed enemy invaslon of Dutch Harbor
vere performed wnder the most Gifficult opercting conditions. The
weather wag mariked by almost continuous raln and fog: ceilings rangad
from zero to 500 feeh, with wvisibility seldom more than § miles.
Havigation was performed almost entirely by reckoning, while most of
the flyingz was done just ebove the water's surface. Oombat creve were
kept under & continuous strain. In addition to performing most of
thelr own alreraft meointensmee work, the crews had to sat vp their
own tents--in & sea of mud-=end cook most of their own meels with
procticelly no facilities, Both Cold Bay sand Ummalr were congtantly
subject fo enemy attack, and ¢rews vere kept on the alert from dawn
vwntil dark, which st that time of year was from 0400 to 2300, Flanes
wera refueled by gesoline pumpeld from barrels snd by oil poured from
fivewgallon cans,

-arzy £ir Setion

Land=baged air power, vhich hed helped %o stop the Japanese

invesion attempt, was eventunlly to ald in driving the enemy out of

the Aleutians: but at the moment no immediate ectlon could be btzken bo
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recapture Kleke and Attu, since most of the available ships, plenes,
and tralned troops were needed o maintain Allled positions in the
Central, South, and Sounthwest Paeclfic,

After-6 months of war the Jupanese bad been sbopped:,-:at least
temporarily--in the North, Central, and Southwest Pacific, 3y this
time the American slr forces throuzhout this vest aree wers able $o
maintain their positions, though only by & dangerously slim margin,
Much progress had been made in providing the three slements necegsary
for successful aerial warfare}':strategically located bages, trained
yersonnel, and the proper sircraft and other equipment. But American
forees 4id not possess the initiative in the wor mgainst Japan,
Supply lines were still somewhat temmous, shivping facilities from
the United States wvere sfill overetaxed, and planes and men were gtill
not avellsble in sdequate numbers. The Japanese, on the other hend,

remained in control of a vast aren throughout the Pacifle, and there

was no indication that they inbended to stop with their preseat holdings.
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TT. GUADATCANAL AND OHIGINS OF THE THIRTERNTHE ALR FOROE

Although Amerlcan forces had won decisive vietories during the
erisls of llay and June, the Coral Sea, lildway, and Duitch Harbor
actions were essentlally defensive vichories. In Allled strateczy
the secondary vosition of the Jananege war did not allow for any
full-scale offensive, bub d.urigg the labter half of 1942 the war
against Japan involved coﬁﬁsid:era'hly more actlon than the term Pabra-
teglc defensive! would strietly imply,

As early as April 1642 the (onbined Cnlefs of Staff had agrecd
that American forces should undertele a limlted offensive in the
South Pacifle in order to prevent further Joponese encroachment upen
the vital suoply line to Australis. Ilouvnting of the achion had to
awalt both the liavy's partlzl recovery from the blow at Pearl Harbor
and the gradual asserbly and orgenizabtlon of forees in the South
Pacifie., Finally,on 7 August, land, mea, snd air foress launched the
first American armhiblous operation of the war by ilnvading epemy-held
torritory in the lower Sclomon Islonds, Both initial operations and
the more arduous task of holding the bases seized were largely the
woriz of U, S5, Vavy and llayrine forces., DBut cerbailn units of the Army
Alr Forees, though euall in numbsr and not orgmnized ag a separate
alr force, participated in the entire action and shared with llarine

and Faval forces the dangers and dlscomforts of Guadalcanal, the
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operational difficuliles of the Jouth Paclfic, axd the morale-
corroding exnorience of fighting under primitive comditions.
- oo —————— Bole of the Seyenth Alr Force

The Seventh Alr Force, commanded after 20 June by lHaj. Gen.
Willis H, Hale, was called upon to provide o major portlon of the Army
alr units for the Guadaleanal offensive, anlthough the sir foree had
barely encugh tactical squadrons to carry oub its own responsibilities
in the Central Pacifie. By the end of June the 734 Fighter Squadron
vag defending Midway, the 12th Fighter Saqusdron oand a detachment of
the 46th Squedron were ab Chrisbazas Island, while In September the
newly-octivated 3834 Fighter Squadron began its defense of Canton
Island, fThe bulr of the alr fores, still based on Cahu, was engaged
in patrolling the Hawalian Ielonds and in treining and processing
forces en roubte from the Unlted States to the South and Southwest
Pacifie., UYhese rmultiple dnties left 1lttle opportunity for the
Seventh Alr Force to strike at the eremy in tne fentral Pacific,
Freept for on aitiack: on Walts Island on 22 Decewber, operations were
limited to a few smoll-scale reconnalssance flights over Uake and
the Gilbert Islands. The Decesiber rnid, executed by 28 B-24D's of
the S0v+h Bombardment Group, was the longest offensive mass flight
atterpted up to that tire--a 5,000-uile nigsion stzaged throvgh Ildway,

Such attacks rmight have occourred more freguently if the offensive
in the South Pacific had not claimed the only tw expeorienced heavy
bombardment grouwps of the Seventh Air Foree. The ground echelon of

the 11th Group left Ozhw on 10 July, followed 1 weel: later by the

- i T
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air echelon yith 35 3:7173’5. In the latter vart of September the
Tirst units of the Sth Boxmbardment Group bVegon moving southward,
and on 5 Decemcor the entire 5th snd 11th Groups, the 12th and 44th
Flghter Squadrons, andtw sexrvice walts were reassigned from the
Seventh Ay Torece to the AAF in the South Pacifie.

. = - = South Pacific Forces

Even before a rove againnt the Solomons wasg decided wupon,
slender forces had teen sent to garrison some of the island stepping-
stones to Australia. In lNarch, Aray forcee under the command of
Bri;g: Gen. Alexander lI, Paich reached i{sw Caledonla after treng-
shipping at llelbourne, Auwstralia, Included in the shipment was the
67th Fighter Squadron, which had been auguenied in Australis by 15
pilots. In less than a nonth after arriving at Nowmea most of the
squadron's 45 erated P-400's snd 2 P-39F!s were assentled on s half-
comleted alrfield at Tontouba, though pileots and mechasnics aslike
were hapered by almost total wafaniliarity with the alreraft type,
by a woeful laclk of tools, and Dy a suweralnmdnnce of rain, mad, and
mosquitoes. Praining setivities were conducted from three cow-
pasture flelds on the igland, wille 12 of the pllots nade & 326-
mile overwator fiight o Efate i‘o:: 3 weels' gunnery instruction by
Harine flyers,

The 67th Squadron's counterpart in the Fiji Islands was the 70th
Flgnter Squadron, which had arrived from the United States late in
Januzry. Hedium bombardumcat strength in the Fijls consisted of the
70th Squadron of the 33th Group, whose ground echelon was dispatched
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Tron Australis In liay. The &9th Squadron of the sanms group was sent
similtaneously {9 Iew Caledonia. Fhe flying echelons, however, weres
Jjust completing thelr training in the United States and were further
delayed by orders holding them in Hawail wntil affier the !Hdway
battle in June.

While Army, Tavy, and lnrine alr unlis wore toking up thelr sta-
tiong in the South Pacific iglands, important decisions woere being
made in Washinston as to the ultimate strength necessary to hold the
islands and the type of command and organlzation best sulted to the
theater. ILongzrange bombers and reconnasissznce planes wers essential
neads of the area, yeb AAT commitments to other theaters left ro such
planes for immedinte asslgnment to the South Pacific. The immediate
solution %o the dilemma was found in designating the 11th Bonbardment
Grouwn in Hawaii and the 19th Bombardment Growup in Australls as
robile units, to be moved to any point along the island chain in
cage of an energoncy.

A11 U, 8, air, ground, and naval forces in the South Pacific
Area and esrtein Few Zezland units were placed uvnder the commond of
Vice Adm, Robert L. Ghormley. One weelr before the opening of the
Guadaleanal offensive, laj. Gen., !Hllard F, Earmon arrived to mssume
commond of U. 5. Army forces in the area. ris chief of staff was
Brig, Gen, Nathan ¥, Twining, also an alrman, In line with the
prineiple of unity of comrand, however, the srea comnsnder retzined
operational control of all forces, and a navel commander under

Admiral CGhoruley controlled operatieons of all land-bosed nirerveft.
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Frocedures were estoblished for coordinntion of effort among the
wvidely aeattered bases and between bames and task forees at sea.
The outline for both organizational and operational procedures
rocelved the approval of Admiral Ghoruley and CGeneral Harmon on 4
Augushs

Preparations for the offensive hod gone forward rapidly, as
intelligence reports indicated an- increasing Jspanese sctivity In the
lower Solemons. Sinece 4 May the enemy had been established at Tulagd
en Floride Island, Zerly in June enemy Sroops wenbt ashore on the
Tunga Plain of Guadalcanal, just across the chonnel from Tulagl, and
begon construction of on airfield. Supporied by numercus bases,
airficlds, ani seaplane anchorages on Bougalnville and other islends
in the uwoper Solomens, the eneny was now getting into a position to
strike sonthwerd from Guadaleanal againet the Yew Hebrides or even
Yew Caledonia, An lmmediate offensive asgainst the Mulagi-Guadalcanal
positions was imperstive if Amerlcan foress vere to keep the line %o
Ausgtralia inviolate,

The First Marine Divisilon, commanded by Maj. Gen. 4. A, Vandegrift,
vag walting in Wew Zesland. Surface craft begen to assemble at Vellinge
ton, New Zeslond, while aircreft were dispersed to new fields on New
Caledonia, the Few Hebrides, and the Fijis, Arrangements were made
for General MacArthurts alr forces in the Southwest Pacific to cerry
out reconncissence and bombing missions against enemy bases in the
Horthern Solomons and Hortheast ew Guines, 1n co’g)rdination with the

Guadalcansl offensive. During the last week of July, B=-17's of the

ot
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11lth Bombardment &roup, ordered from their base in Hawaii, began
arriving in the South Pacific, Although ground crews were still ab

Bes, the groun began immedlate search and photographic misslions from
Zfate over the Tulagi-Guadslcanal«Savutu ares, using Harine phobographers
and Havy canerase-.sn arrengement which ecszme to be stendard until AATF

Photographic unlts could arrive in ths following year.
- S, B,é‘_l’;il?.)%z_op erationg

For operations preliminary to the Harine landings, alr units
in the South Paclfic were divided into 2 task sroups, One force—
centered on New Caledoniew-was composed of 2 PBY's, the 69%h Bombarde
ment Souadron with 10 B-26%s, the 67th Pighter Souedron with 38 P=4001s,
and Xew Zealond wnlés with approximately 18 Hudsons., The 11th Group,
under the cormand of Col. Laverne G. Ssunders, maie up the second force
which, in addition %o its recomnaissonce activity, was ordered to hit
Tulagi and Guadaleanal with maximum force from 31 July through 8 August.
During this period the B-17's made 22 reconnalssance sorties and 56
boxbing sorties, flying 710 nautical miles out from the field at Efate
a.nd.;after the first of August, reburning by way of a new fileld at
Fepiritu Santo,

Rabaul, key point in supvort of enemy operations in the Solomons
and Wew Guinea, hoad been hit with incressing frequency since May by
the 19th Bombardment Group from Australiss; end even the 223 Bombardm
ment Group had occosionslly sent itc B=38's sgalnst this distant target.
A 12th Group attack of 7 Auguet on Vunakenau zirdrome ot Rebaul was

timed to colncilde with the Marine invasion of Guadsleenal, Thirteen

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

r
‘-VMGW%"&I C o
s e ST R

plenes vemnched the target, vhere enemy fighters were walting to lotercept

vith keoad-on ettacks. Seven Japenese planse were shot down, at a cost

¥ f

. of 3:)-3-1'?. Reliable reports of bombing resulis indlcated leter that at
least B0 enery sirvceraft vere destroyed on the ground, theredby greatly
curtalling the zir power which might have been thrown against the larine
landings. The 19tk Group, with rerely more than 20 B~1l7's in commission
ob ony one time, conbtirued to suprort the Solomons operations with
reconneissonce and bonbing migelons, RAAT Fudmons and PBY'g provided
some assistance, while the heavy hombers concentrated on neviralization
of such enemy beses as Kiete and Euks in the Solomong, in eddition %o
Eabenl.

Invasion forces moved in upon Cuadslcanal and Tulegi early on
the rornlng of 7 Angust, supported by a heavy shore bvombardment from
fleet uvnits, At Guadaloansl enemy troops took to the hills, leaving
behind large quantities of supplles, ammmitiorn, and ocnipment. 3By
gundown of tke following day U. S, Marines vere in possession of the
Lunga airfield and had finished moppling uwp the forces st Gavubu and
Tulapi, where fierce resistence was encountered, Caught off=guard
initiz)ly, the enemy goor regponded with air attacks on the invading
forcee. Durine the first 2 days of action, Lmerican carrier<hzsed
aircraeft and cntisircralft batterlec shol down 47 enery plenes, On
the night of 8 August enemy curface forces moving in to disrupt wnload=

. ing operations were intercepted by crulsers and destroyers; the ensuing
battle off Savo Island resulted in the loss of four U. &, cruisers,

By the following day most of the vessels in the invasion force had

—— Ty
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vithdrawn, leaving the Harines to hold their gains,

The ferocliy of belated enemy omposition had already indiceted
something of what was in store for the American forces. 4 period of
relative cuiet following the Bavo Isisnd action was broken on 24 August
by the Batile of the Hastern Solomons, when combined Americasn forces
helted sn enemy sttemnt to retake Guadslesnsl, Be17's of the 1llth
Group, plenes of the carrler Spratogs, MNarine aireraft based on Guadsl-
canal, and surface vessels were credited with sinking a Japenese carrier,
4 warships, and 2 subrerines, destroying 90 enemy airereft, and damsging
additlonal planes and vessels,

Throvgbout the month of August, the 1lth Group carried out daily
search missione over the lower Solomons, somebtimes encountering enemy
flying boats and Tighters end ususlly emerging suecessfully fron such
encounters. 3By 20 Angust only 1 iB}::l'? had, Teen lost 1n coembat and 2
hed dissmpesred at pea, but B operational losses had been suffered.

Lack of proper operating facillties, a scercity of spare parts, tools,

and equipment, and overvorked perconnel--slonz with the natursl enervetion
of the South Pecific--all hed their effect on the 11th Group. The
le:s&t-i{;zi( of squadrons in Wew Caledonia, the Fijis, end the New Hebrides
and unreliable radlo communications between the widely separated bases
made operctional control exbremely difficult. At Espiritu Santo, the

most forward base, Colorel Saunders maintained a command post, but
operetional facilities cox;siste& largely of a narrow airstrlp hacked

out of a coconut grove and azdjolning jungle., TFor early morning missions,

crovws were forced to mark the runwey with Jeep headlishts and bottles
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of oll containing peper wicks. Officers and men siept under trees,
vings, or inside the B=-17's., Unloadlng facilijies on the islend were
almost non-existent.

—~= = e the &7th FTighter Sousdron

On Cuedaleonsl the situcilon was no better. o heavy equipment
ked been landed on 7 Auguelt, and there was no harbor st Guedalcanal
propers By utilizing a1l the ecquipment left by the fleeing Japanese,
however, the lizrines cnickly vut the Lunge airfleld inte condition,
renening it Henderson Fleld in honor of the commander of Harine dive
bombers st lidway. On the afterncon of 20 August 2 seuadrons of
¥arine flghter planes arrived at Eenderson, aiter belpg ‘Drougl‘xt. within
200 mileg of Guodalcemel by alreraft carrier. Two days later ﬁ P-400ts
of the 67th Fighter Souadron, led by Cept. Dale D. Brannon, completed
a series of long hops from Yew Caledonis via Efate and Zsplritu to
Henderson Field. Following the later srrival of part of the ground
echelon and 9 more P~400's, the 67th Sousdron went into action with
Yarine aircreft.

For the next few months the fate of Henderson Fleld hung in the
balence, Enemy troops were close enough to maintain a constent threst,
while spipers sometimes slipped through the perimeter defense and
penetrated the field 1ltself, The "lokyo Zxpress'-~fost vessels loaded
with men and supplies--almost nightly brought reinforcements to the
Japaness troops on Guadnlcensl and then shelled Herderszon Fleld before
withdrawing to the ugper Solomons., Air attecks on the fleld occurred

nearly every day. Against these determined enemy attempts, the Army

i . —
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end Marine airmen on Guedslcansl threw s2ll their weight-b-'-‘-slight though
it was in comperison. It was soon dlscovered, here as esrlier in the
Southwest Pacifie, thot the 1‘%400 wz?s no mateh for enemy planes flying
at high altitudes. After the first 4 deys' operstion at full strength
orly three of the original 14 PI;'?&OO'S recained in commiesion, General
Vandeprift immediately reiiﬁéduthe use of the plane, and before another
month had passed the P=400 was proving to be invalumble when employed
in close coordinetion with the liarine troops. MNeanwhile, Pu39K's in
rezr eress were being stripped of some of their eguipment to give

this Later model fighter a service celling of 27,000 feet.

Daily operations took thelr %oll of both fighters and bombers.
Replacements were not availsble ss fast as they were needed, and airmen
in the South Pzcific began to suspect strongly that they were in &
forgotten theater of war. But officlaols in Washingbton vere greatly
concerned over the Solomons operstions, Vhile preperations for the
invasion of North Africa enjoyed first priority, efforts were made to
provide some rellef for forces slready face to face with the enemys
snd in September Genersl H, H. Arnold, Commanding General of the AATR,
nade & hurried vieit to the Pacific theater in order to acquire flrst-
hend infornmation on the needs of the aly ferces, CGeneral Harmon was
given suthority to divert temporarily any bombers and crews en route
to Australia, provided they could be used more effectively in the
South Pacifiec Ares, Furthermore, eny aircraft and crews considered
necessory for the Solomons operations could be requested from the

Seventh Alr Torce by Adm. Chester W, Nimitz, Commander in Chief of the

R
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Peeifiec Ocean Area, By mid-Sepiember, 15 P-38's had been diverted
from the Southwest Prclfic, and the 724 Squedron of the 5th Bombardment
Group (H) hed been ordered south from the Seventh Air Force, ta be
followed 1 month later by 2 additional sguadrons of the same group., &
smell increaso in fighter strength was smbthorized, and on 8 October
the 347th Tighter Group was activated, being composed of the new 333th
Souedron end the 67th, 68th, and 70th Flghter Squadrone already in the
South Facifile,

-~ T - - —-—— The Crigie

thile ircoming alr units were being hurriedly trained for

operations in the forwsrd area, defending forces on Guadalcanal were
fighting for their very existence. Iuring Cotobere~the crucial month
in the Solomons Campalznw-lsnd, sea, and alr fighting resched & peak
of intensity, and Henderson Field was all but lost to the enemy. By
the end of September the Japanese hoad vut ashore almost an entire new
divieion, and heavier concentretions of enemy shipping further indicated
en impending battle for Guadalcenal, In early October an American
neval task force moved north from Dspiritu Santo in an effort to helt
the Tokyo Express. The resulting engsgement on 11 Qctober, known as
the Battle of Cepe Zspersnce, deslt the enenmy surface forces thelr
heaviest losses since the Midwey action; but the Express wos not stopped.
Pwo deys later Japaznese warships moved in and shelled Henderson Field
g0 thoroughly that slmost every plane on Guadalcansl was elther destroyed
or dameged, Hear Kokumbone, 10 miles wect, spproximately 16,000 enemy

troops poured ashore, opposed from the sir by only 10 American planes.

b v =
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The llarines, on the other hand, were skortly reinforced with $he 164th
Regimenta) Combat Teem of the Army's Americal Divigiom, stationed at
Fevw Csledonis, Also at Henderson Field was the 6th Lavy Construction
Battelion which won adept at keeping the runway in operable condition,
Leck of gzoeoline kept most of the undamsged aireraft on the ground, but
on 15 October two Marine transport couedrons and the 13th Troop Carrier
Squadron of the AAY began to ferry in fuel. ZFabched-up planes then
boubed and strofed enemy troops sireaming ashore between Kokumbone and
Doma Reef, In between migsions the airmen spent their time in fox-holes,
which at best offered only dublous shelter from Japanese bombs and
shells, Mony officers and men cracked under the strain., It was cloar
that the issue of Henfierson Fleld would be declded soon.

Vice Adm, Williem 7. Halsey, Jr., who became commander of the
South Pecific Area on 20 October, prepared to cul off the eneny .tymst

roor

by sez. But the-declsion was reeched on the ridges of Guadeleanal, -
The mejor land assault against Americen lines came on 23 to 26 Qctober.
Only by wigorous countarattacks were the Japanese oushed back on the
26th. At tho some time, o pomferfu%,]naval force moving down from the
mondated lsleniis wes shadoved by B=1l7's and FBY's flying out from
Zopiritu, Americen naval forces amd all availsble alreraft then engaged
the enemy in the Battle of Sanbta Cruz Islands; ‘result'ia’:g in serious
demegze to surface unite of both forces ande-more important--resuiting

. in vithirawal of the crippled enemy. TFurther offensive sttempts were
made by the enemy in mid-November, but two intense naval engegements

again sent the Japanese survivors retreating northwerd.
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Throughout the bitter fighiting of previous weelzs, the 67th Fighter
Souedron jolned with Harine aireraft to hit at enemy troops, landing
barges, and supplies on Guadalconsl, while B=17's worked out of Espiritu
on search and bombing miecions whenever enemy targets came within range.
Wwith the mideNovember turning point in the Solomons Campsaign, B-17's
coeuld greatly increase their offectiveness by steging from Hendsrson
Field, Distant enemy targets in the northernmost Solomong now hegan
{0 feel the blows of the heavy bombers. & Uavy constructlon batialion
hod begun work on ancther bomber strip at Koli, wpproximately 12 miles
froa Henderson ¥ield. On 12 lovember the 33%th Fightor Seuadron, bring-
ing its new P-E8's from rear bases, had landed on = fighter sbrip just
east of Henderson, and on the followlng day eight P=38's belonging to
Southwest Pacific forces flew in nonestop from liilne Bay; to add much-
needed fighter strength to the Solomons forces, All alr units now begen
$o strike at the mlemdsr Express which continued to run bubt which was
never cgain able to bring in sufficient enemy forces for a sustained
threat =against Henderson Field,

Ameriesn forees on Guadslcansl conld now turn their sttention to
sn offensive. The battle-weary Marines were repizcel by two Army
divigions, the Americsl and the 25%th, and by the fresh 6th Harine
Regiment, 1laj. Gen, Alexander H, Patch suceeeded General Vandegrifi
as commander of the Guadalcenzl-iulagl area. The AAT was to continue
operating in accordance with the pattern set earlier in the campalgn,

but with better operating fecilitles and increased effectivensss.

Before the end of December, suthority was given for organization
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of the AAF unitse into 2 new air force, to be headed by Brig. Gen.
Tatban ¥, Twining. Appropriately enough, formal activation of the
Thirteenth Air Force was delayed until 1300 hours, 13 Jemmary 1943,
liore important than eny orgenizeblionel change was the fact that a
sound apvrenticeship had been served in Army=Navy relations, and the
combined efforts of Americon forces had succeeded in placing the enenmy

definitely on the defensive in the South Pacifie,

.
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7. THS FIFTH AIR FORCE IN NEV GUINEA

American lendings in the Solomons khad been prompied by a bellef
in offense as the best defense, The same tenet was held by Allled
conmemders in the Southwest Pacific, though forces were availazble
for nobthing rore than 2 Llimited offensive. During the 1ull which
followed the Corzl Sea action, plans were under censideration for
recapture of Rebaul and -for seizure of Buna, a former administrative
center on the northern coast of Papua, The Allied Alr Forces were
scheduled to pley sn important part in both actions. Sietu;'e of the
Buna area, which offered the most suiiable locatlon for an air base,
was regarded as a prerequisite to control of the northern New Guinea
coast~=z move vhich in turn wa‘:S prereanicite to more asmbitiocus under-
takings in the Biemarck ,Ax’cupz}:.ago.

Eorly in July 1942, a rocomneissance perty began a precerious
trel over the lofty Owen Stanley mountaing, expecting to reach Buna
and to survey a site for an alr bese by the end of the momth., Bub
on 21 July, Jepanese forces londed just north of Buma, end initisted
the Papuen Cammaiegn, which dragged on for{ﬁ months over gome of the
wildest terrain in the Soubhwest Pzcific. Operations by the Allied
Ailr Forces, thoushk limited by small resources, nevertheless proved %o
be one of the decisive factors in successful termination of the
compeign by the end of Jonuery 1943, The operations were by no means

consistently successfuly; but through tacticsl experiments and meteriel

142
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modifications, the Aliled Alr Forces adapted thelr weapons to the
immediate situation, with the result that & worksble pattern was oute

. lined for further operations in the Southwest Pacific. The Papuan
action was, in a gense, a proving ground for both tried snd untried
tactics, ond in the words of Gen. Douglas C. lacArthur, “The outstand=
ing military lesson of this caupalgn was the contlzmows, calculated
application of air power, inherent in the rotentislities of every
component of the sir forces, employed in the most intlmate tectleal and
logistics) union with ground troops.M

At tho time of the Jepanese landing, Allied forces under Genersl

HecArbimr were organlzed in substantially the same commemds as head
been established on 18 April 1942, with sir and grovnd traops making
up the tudk of the forces., Gen. Sir Thonas Blamey, veberan Australian
leader, headed the Allled Liand Forces, which included, in addition to
the Australian militia, elmost two dlvisions recently returned from
the ¥iddle East, and the Americen 321 and 4ist Divisions. The commend
originslly set up as W, S, Amy Forces in Ausiralia® was reorganized
on 20 July as U. S. Services of Supply in the Southvest Pacific, under
Brig. Gen. Richard J. Marshell. On the same date Allied Headquarters
in the Southwest Pacific was moved from lelbourne to Brisbane, in
keeping with the expected dovelopment of more extensive operatlons
north of the coxtinent,

. Units of the Allied Air Forces, commanded by Lt. Gen. George H,
Brett, were likewise moving northwerd in Australia, thouch as yet not

all of the allotted strength bhad arrived from the Undted Statess The
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burden of heavy bombardrment was sbill carried by the 19%h Group, vhile
the 434 Group awaited the arrivsl of its esir echelon, Of the two medium
bombardment groups only g, the 224, was engazing in combat; the 38th
Group (minus the 89th and 70th Squadrons, which were in the South Pacific)
did not begin extensive operations in Ausbralis until mid-September,

The 24 Bombardment Groun (L) was flying A;;?,&'s, %20'5, and B-26's,

The 49th Fighter Group wes #5113 defending the Darwin area with P-40%s,
while the 8th Group,ecuilpped with P=39's, and the 35th Group, equlpped
vith PE'FéOO‘s, vere rotating their sauadrons between Port loresby and

2ir bases in northeastern fustrelia. 4lso in operation were the 2lst
and 224 Troop Cerrier Squadrons, incompletely equipped, and Flight WAl
of the 8th Photographic Sounsdron.

The ective RAAF component of the Allied Air I'orces was relatively
smell, though an smbitious expangion program wag urder way., Of the 30
RAAT sguadrons only 3 were equipped with P=-40's, the remalnder being
provided largely with training planes and outmoded patrol and trenspord
gireraft. TFor replacement of outmoded types and implementation of the
expension progrem, the Australisns were looking primerily to the Unlted
States. The third component of the Alliled Air Forces consisted of one
squadron of B-25's mamned by Netherlands agt Indies flyers, though
additional LEI wnits were bheing treained in the United States for evenbtual
participation in the Scuthwest Pacific actlion,

Such was the strength of the command to vhich Maj. Gen, George
C. EKenney acceded on 4 August 1942. Genersl Kemmey found somewhbat the

same problems Tacing him as had faced General Brett in the spring.

| RN R
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Shortages of ftools, alrcraft parts, and trained mechanics, heavy
combat demands, end weabher and distance factors made it difficult
for the C air base end 2 alr depot grouns to keep even 50 per cent of
evailable sircroft in commission, Combabt fabigue, casusliles, end
lack of immedizte replocements were still chief persconnel problems,
vhile a riglé treining program requiyed the services of a nurber of
erperienced zlirmen, In oddition, the 4Allled Alr Forces were now
confronted with a new tactical situation--o determined enemy moving
overlend to Port Moresby, the one remaining Allied base in lew Culnes,
The Japanese hed smple reason for desiring to add Fort Moresby
to their zroving 1ist of conguesis. For the sace remson, Allled forces
in tke Southwest Fzeifie could not afford to lose the hase, for without
it tkey could not tonmb distant eremy stronghoids in the Blsmarck
Archivelago, During the summer of 1042 Fort loresby was the scene of
bustling ectivity, as consbtrnetlon forces improved existing zirfields
end tuilt new ones. The town lteelf was situsted on a nerrow ceasial
plain only & few miles from the jungle, For protection of FPort lovesby
the Allied commenders hed to rely ckiefly on a few fighter scuadrons
gnd the physicel feabures of Payxus. Both terrain and weather were so
formideble as to nmelze alr operations gifficult and ground operations
elrost impossible, The forbldding Owen Stenley Range, with many of
its snovecspred pesks rising almost 3 miles into the air, formed a
veritable mountein wall between the northern snd southern coasts of
Pagua. Overlznd crossings could be mede only by foot over crude

nabive trzoks vhich trensversed treacherous mountaln streens and rivers,
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thick jungle undergrowth, end narrow mountein passes, One of the
tracka from Fort lioreshby led through "the Gep," & pmse some 5,000

to 8,000 feet chove sez level, ord emerged at the villages of Leurava
end Denikl just chort of Kokoda, IFrom this point, halfwsy between
Port Yorechby ond Bunz, the traclk continued for 63 miles over rolling
but reletively easy terrain, Torrential reinfalls, however, kepb
troecks impagscalble much of the time,

Al» transportation provided the swiftest means of crossing the
mountaine, Along the level coastel belt, temporery landing strips
could easily be mafde by cutting patches of the $211 tropicel grasses;
before the outbreck of war suck strips were in use at Kokoda, Buna,
sad other of the more importent govermment stations. Bub flighfs over
the Owen Stenleys were frecuently limited by adverse westher conditions,
including dangerous thunderheads which cometimes rose to 40,000 feet
ohave sez level. Atlied flyers vho encountered such conditions, if
mnsble do surmount or circumvent the clouds, were forced te return
to Port Moresby. Those vho sueceeded in flying throuch were usually
throwvn gbout ineide the plane, and if fortunete, 'bli;ey‘re”tu;nea with
no more werious injuries then broken arms or legs, Added to weabther
hazards on borbing missions was the fabigue factor lnvolved in long
flizhts from bases on the Austrelisn continent to Port Moreshy, over
the rountains, and thence to enery targets, Such missions required
from 36 to 48 hourc ewey from the home base, with es much ss 18 hours
fiying time over distances vanging up to 2,200 miles. The efficlency

of both planes ard flyers suffered; grenter distances meent smeller
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bomb lozds, snd targebts conld not be hit with either the force or
frequency demanded by the aituetion,

Such circumstences were impelling the Allies to seek air bases
along the northern coast of Pepua. The same conditions which hampered
Allied operstions also served somewhat to restrict enemy operations,
and it wes likowise logical for the 'Japanese to press for bases slong
the southern cosst, Thelr ses=torne attempt in Mey had failed, bub
it was st111 possible for them to repest the effors., As for an
overland drive, the virtually impassable Owen Stanleys scemed to provide
B berrier against any but the most desperete or fenatical enemy, Allied
forces in the Southwest Pecific learned during the latter half of 1942
that they were faced with just such an enenmy,

BupacHokede, 21 July to 25 Ausugh
TYwo days before the Jspenese landing at Puna, Allled aerial

—
3

reconralssence had disclosed a convoy near Rabaunl, As the force
moved toward the Bume arez, Allied air units were marshzled at Port
Moresty for opposition to the expected landing on the northera coast.
Pombing efforts on the afternoon of 21 July were not too succegsiul,
as darkness closed in upon bthe plases soon after L ZB:é].? and 5 B!'?Es's
located the targets. One direct hit was ohserved on a2 large tramsport,
but the 4 destroyers and 1 crulser were undeterved in their precauticmary
shelling of the aree. During the night a landing wes made at Gona,
12 niles north of Bunm, &nd antisircraft suns vere culckly set un.

On the morning of 22 July, & i;eavy borber, 5 medium bomber, and

/6 fighter striles were mede on the convey offchore, and on berges,
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supplies, ard personnel or the beackes, Heavy antisircraft end
machine gun fire kept the bombers high, though there was little alr
oppogition. 3By the afternoon of the 22d, ) lerge tramsport ar}d 1 barge
had been sunk, 1 destroyer damaged, and undetermined losses ;u'é‘i:érad
£rdn strzfing: but the Japanese had succeeded in landing between 4,000
gnd 5,000 men, The eneny pushed repidly inlend towsrd XKokods, where ¥
sole oprosition was provided by an Austrelien militia unlt which hed
worked ite woy up from Fort Moreshy.

Vhile the Australisns were being graduelly forced back from Kokods
to Deniki snd Isurave, gateway %o the Gep, the Aliied Alr Forces
carried out numerous and diversified tasks., Demands upon the forces
were now far greater than they hed been early in July when plans were
made for aerisl action In co)ord.ination with the Solomons offensive;
but despite the new threat to Port Moresby, the Allled air uniis
continued %o strike at Robaul and enemy bases in the upper Solomous,

In a2ddition, long~range reconneissonce planes kept a close wateh on
enemy shiyping a2long the New Guinea comst. During the latter pert of
July and throughout fugust heavy, medium, and light bombers flew oub

of Fort Yoresby to oppose the landing of reinforcements in the Buns
aree, btut tke Ja?anese took advantage of derkness end adverse flying
weather to, i:;azid.e;- 'bc;mbi:;.g étts;cks.only—partiallyﬂecessfal. For
torbing missions against Lee, Sslamava, end enemy posltions nearer
Port lloreshy, Allled commenders depended chiefly upon the B-35's of the
24 Group and the B-26's of the 223 Group, although during August there

vere never more than 12 B-25%'s and 27 B-26's in commisslion.
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On the continent of Austrsliec and at Port Horesby, fighter units

of the Allled Air Forces wers of course still charged with defense

. of tases vhich were subject to enemy zir attack, Boith Darwir snd
Port loreshy were frecuently bombed; and while the 3&39'8, 3540'9,
and P«400's were still unable t0 operate effectively at high eltitudes,
the fighters took their toll of enemy alrereft which came within range.
If the American plenes were lees maneuverable then the Zero, they at
least were more rugged and were gble to oubdive the Janpanese plane.
Fighter pilots, wrged by General Kenney to make the most of these
adventages, vers gradually gainingz confidence in their ailrcraft,

Other demande upon both fighters and hombers Limited the zmount
of direct cooperation with ground forces during the Buna-Kokods phase
of the campaign, yet in this connection significant erperiments were
nade wileh bore frult during the latter phases of the Papuan action,
One of the earliest successful fighter~bomber ettacks occurred on 7
August when 32 old ?+400's flev through the Gap on o mission zgeinst
encenmy supply dumps in the Xokode ares. The plenes expended 25,000
rounds of ammmnlition in strafine the targets, while 16 of the fighters,
cerrying B00-pound bombs in improvised racks, dive~bombed uwnder the
cover of the remaining planes, Dive~bonbing sttecks by the slow and
poorly-crmed A-24 were nobt abbempted afber an exmerience on 29 July
vhen only,i ont of 7 A-24's returned from a mission with P-39 escort.

. The other light bomber type in the Scuthwest Paclifie, the A-20, was
undergoing redical modifications which would grestly inereazse lte

efficiency,
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Perhaps even more promising foxr the success of operations in lNew
Guines was the use of transport planes to bring in suppiies. The
Australians who were belng forced back along the track from Kokoda
were in need of 2 more repld system of gupply than that provided by
the Foruan natives--though the velue of their efforts could hardly Ve
overestimated, The poseibilities of air trenspert had already been
dexzonstrated in the supplying of a2 small isclated force of Australians
still fighting near Weu, inland from Lae and Salaneua, Lxbtenslve use
of the method vas now limited by tke shortzge of treneport plenes, the
abcence of suldsble landing strips in the inbterior, and the lack of
proper equipment; but supplies were flown in to the Kokode strip uniil
its loss, vhile I~5's brousht supplies to znother strip at Nyola,
spproxinetely 15 miles south of Kokoda, until further enemy advances
interrupted operstions there on 17 August, A measure of success was
aibained in dropping suppllieg from transport plasnes, though not without
initial fellures. In order to put the supplies in the deslred spot,
pllots discovered that they had to fly at tree-top helghi, an extremely
hazardous procedure in the mountainous region. Furthermore, in the
absence of paracknte equipment, which was not immedistely availeble
from the United States, it was necessary 4o use ordinary bags as
containers; and until three thickmesses were used, the bags invariably
split open on contact with the ground. Wrapping the supplies in
Augtralisn wool blanlkzets and rope proved to be a stlll more successful

method.
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N “ilne Bey, 25 humsch to 10 Sepbember

The Allied Air Forces geined vslusble experlience in almost every
phase of operations during the first month of the campalgn, tut the
Jepexese 8$i1l hod not been stopred. They were pursuing a vigorous
and sgeressive course of action in beth the South znd Southwest Pacific,
Puilding new airstrips and flylng in more serisl reinforcements; and
in mid-Aupust there were indlcations of a major effort agalnst Port
Horesby, wlitk possibdle perachute landings there or near Milne 3ay, at
the soubheastern tip of New Guinea. Possesslon of this strategic arvea,
guerding the seamzpproaches fram the Solomon Sez to lew Guinea, was as
vital o the Allies as to the Japanese, In the race for control of
the area there wes no duplication of the Bune experience, for CGeneral
BacArtimrts forces heat the enemy to l!ilne Bay and thereby zchioved
the first Allled victory of the Papuan Gampaign:—f-a victory which was
clearly the result of coveful plenning and skil]iful execution,

By the end of the third week in August, when Japanese planes
began thelr preliminary reconnelsssnce over Milne Bay, sizeble American
and Australian forces had been moved into the swampy ares, There they
had constructed airstrips; two RAAT P~40 squadrons and a few Eudsons
had been placed at on airfield somewhat inlend from the north shore;
end the 8th Fichter Control Sguadron had sebt up werning facilitles at
the field snd on nenr-by Goodenouch and lormanby islands.

The actual size of the Allled gorrison apparently was unknovn to
the Jopanese, for on 26 August they landed only shout 2,000 nen-——a

comparatively emell force--slong the northern shore of Miine Bay. The
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lending wes made early in the morning under the cover of unseasonsble
weather, which limited the effectiveness of RBAAF fighters attempiing
to dive-bomb the convoy. he Jdepaness, on the other hand, were
undoubtedly deprived of much of thelr expected elr cover, as P=400's
from Fort Horesby kept the Buna alrsirip and ite dispersed planes
under fire on 25 and 26 Aucast, destroying almost o score of Zeros
which mizht otherwise have been used to cover the landing at Milne
Bay,

Supported by shell fire from warships, the Jenanese drove toward
the Milne Bay zirfield, moking thelr greatest advances during the
nisht end lesving small groups of snipers in the rear to hinder day-
tine counteratbacks, RAAP P-40%g concentrated on suspeoted positions
of snipers, on lending barges, and on & few tenks--apidly tecoming
boggsed dovn in 4 to € feet of mudﬁ-while B.17'g attacked vossels off-
shore, After reaching the airfie;:d, the Japanese were rolled baclk
by Australiun infantry snd Averican englneers whoge infiltration and
enclrsling movements were rapidly meking the enemy position hopeless,

On 29 August the Jopsnese tacitly admitted the fallure of thelr
assault by evecuabing larse numbers of their forces in warships which
5ti11 seemed to elude attacking sireraft., Only mopping-up sctivitles
renained for the Allles, The entire action was costly for both sldes.
¥rom 700 to 1,000 Japaneso were killed and 9 were ceaptured, while
Allied cesualties nmanbered approximabely 2,000, most of thenm reswliing
fron melaria, The brevity of the Milne Bay action was by no meane

an indieation of ite importance, for the left prong of the pincers
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arasping for Port lioreshby hod been cut off and the Japanese had
suffered their first notable defeat in Lew Guines,

-5 Kokodp~Iorabaiva Ridre, 25 August bo £ November
Along the Kokoda trecik, however, the Japanese were still pushing

toward their objective. By the middle of September they hed drlven
the Austrslians through the Gep to Iorsbalwa Rlfige, only 30 miles
from Fort lloresby. Enemy supply lines, pow dangerously extended, beceme
the object of repeated aerisl attacks, Every availeble plane in the
Al11ied Adr Forces was thrown into the assault on commumicatlon lines
in Jew Guinea, on vessels bringing supplies and reinforcements to the
northern coast, and on key cupply pointe in New Britain and the Solomons.
The enemy took adventage of darkmess and unseasonable weather o land
reinforcements at Buna, Fronm this point, native carriers end mules
were used to transport supplies over almost 100 miles of jungle and
mountadn terrain to the front at Iorabeiwa, As soon as the 8th FPhoto-
craphic Squedron locabed corrals and anew supply dwms, A-20's, modlfied
for lnereased fire-power and range, proceeded to bomb and strafe the
tergets. Similer attacks, uswally with fighter cover, were mede agalnst
eneny ground forces, while aircraft with greater range crippled the
enemy's air forces by desiroying planes and dameging airfields abt Buna,
Loe, Sglemsus, snd Rebeul.

The desive of sir commanders to hit targets in New Guinea with
ag puch force as possible sometimes led to Mumorthodox! use of certein
types of plares. B-17's, for example, joined wita shorter-range slrcraft

to bomb the Weiropi bridge spanning the Xumusi River, but hesvy bombers
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had more success in the lonz=range attecks for which they were designed,
On ths other hond, the trislvsnd~error method led to the developmentd
of tactics and items of moteriel vhich proved eminently successful

*
[ A

in later phases of the campalzn. ‘,:-doﬁplica.tioﬁ;s hindering the use of

fragmentation bombe, for oxample, vwere ovorcome by equipping the bombs
with parachutes, thus giving loweflying plenes time to leave the target
area halore explosions occurred,

Whatever the contribution of Allled azir operantions during this
crucial stege of the Papuon Campalgn, the Japenese began to withdraw
from Iorobaiwe Hidge, and on 2 Hovember reinforced Australian troops
pushed them out of Kokoda, placing the emall but important slrfield
once again in Allied honds. The defensive ctage of the campaizn was
clearly at an end., General dacirthur'e forces were now ready to begin
an offensive vhich wag to be ap mcesssful in ite outcome, though not
ag brief in duration, as the ililne Bay action.

¥hile plans for the offensive were bheing perfected in the fall
of 1243, the Allied Alr Foreces were undergoing a reorgenization designed
to clerify the responsibilltier and increase the effectiveness of
Americen and Australisn components. Certain administretive difficulties
which had existed since the formation of the Allled Alr Forces were
eliminated by the orgznizetion of Americen units into e typlical aix
force, with bomber, fighter, emd air base commends and 2ll headouarters
under Americon officers. Suck 2 sbtep could not have been taken carlier

because of the shortege of experienced persommel, On 3 September the

o
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new unit wvas designated the Fifth Alr Torce, a desiznation formerly
given to the Far Zast Alr Force, Genersl Kenney sosumed command of
the Fifth and aslso retained command of the Allied Alr Forces. Under
this arrancement he had administrative control of Aumericen air unibs
in the Scuthwest Pacific and operational control of both Americen and
Anstralian forces, while the RAAF vas responsible for adminlstratlion
of ite own units,

At Port loresby, where st least seven nirfields were in operation
by Fovenber, an advanced echelon wes establlshed under Iia;}." Gen, Ennis
,E: Vhitehend, deputy commonder for General Kemney, 3Bris, Gen. Kenneth
H. Yolker, vho had perticivated in numerous missions, became commander
of the 7V Bomber Command, vhile the TV Filghter Uommand was headed after
11 Hovember by Col. Poul B, ‘urbtsmith, who had led the 49th Fighter

Group in defense of the Jarwin area,

In a diviaion of operationel duties, the RAAT was made responsible
for defending the entire sustralian continent with the exception of
the Northeagbern Aren, Thls area, from which the planned offensive
vae t0 be leunchsd, wes enbtrusted to the Fifth Alr Force, So flexible
was the arrengzoment, however, that certein RALF units frequently
participated in migsions with Americen souadrons, and Fifth Alr Force
planes ofben staged out of the Horthwestern Area for operations sgainst
enemy vositione in the Ietherlends East Indies,

0ddly enough, 1t wes the veskest elemente~numerically spesitingw-
of the Tifth Alr Force which wes scheduled to figurs most prominently

in the coming offensive. The 2lst and 224 Troop Carrier Squadrons,

et L e,
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equipped with only some 40 vlanes, hod moved most of the American &2d
Division to Pori Moresby in September. For pgtill further moves and the
supply of troeps in Fapua a much lerger force of transports would be
needed; by the end of October the twoe souadrons had only 62 planes,

At AAT headonerters in Vashington, concern over the situation led %o
allocation of the 6th and 33 Troop Carrier Squadrone to the Fifth Alr
Force, On 1 November the 374th Troop Corrier Group was activated, to
be comnosed of the two squadrons slrendy in the Southwest Faciflc and
ths two vhlch were exvected to arrive shortly.

The firsgt large=ascale troop=ferrying movement in the theater,
however, had to be carried out by the transporbe on hand; there was
no tine to wali for the exmected orrivels. On 8 October the 2lst
and 224 Squodrons began exbensive operations for the new phase of the
cempaign: an Australian infantry battalion was flown o an airstrip
on the northwestern shore of Collingwood Boy, within 65 miles of Iuna,
The Austroliens, soon joined by a party of American englneers, hacked
out 2 series of alrstrips slong the coast southeast of Buna., Between
14 Qctober and 10 Hovember the transport planes carried to the northern
coast of Papua a company of Austrelisn troops and two regiments of
the 824 Division.

Announced almost simultancously with the North African invasion,
the troop-ferrying feat in the Southwest Paeific naturally recelved
little notice at the time, Yot in view of the posslbillities inherent
in aerisl tronspoxrtabion of combat troops as demonsirated by the

‘;—f
accomplishment, in view of subsequent uses on =meven larger scale
M
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in other theabters, and in view of its lmmediate effect on the situstion
in Few Guinen, its importence could hardly be exeggerated,

Food, surmmition, and other supplies were still being dropped to
ground troops along the track, while vast quantities of supplies,
including -heavy artiliery, werse fiown to the forces advaneing toward
Buns from the soubheast. ALl available planes, including B-26's, were
being used, and on return trips meny of the aireraft ovacusted casuslties
to Port Horesby. During the finel 2 months of the campaign air evacustions
aversged over 100 men dally, reschlng & peak of 280 on 8 December, Heavy
raing, rough landing strips, ani overworked planes snd personnel made
the trensport operaiions hazerdous; the sdditionzl danger of enemy
attacks wos usuelly elimincted by fighter cover.

Bombers of the Pifth Alr Force were =4ill hitting &t enemy convoys
and distant bases, though under dlfficult circumstences. Only by
means of many extra hours' work could ground crewvs of the 19th and 434
Groups keep & daily averasge of 40 heavy bombers ln commission, What
the sir foree lacked in strenzth, its commenders attempted to coapensate
for by improved technicues. Under the direction of llz]. Tilliaem G.

Benn, the bomber command practiced low=level attacks on shipping,
Bight .B0-cal, wmachine gsoms were sdded to the nose of the Bw25, and
the resulting comblnation of tremendous fire power and "skip-bombing!
began to pay dividends in the latter days of the Pepuen Campairn. In
fact, skip-bombing proved so for superior to zerial torpedo attacks
that the training program for the latter was dropped in the Southwest

Paecifie,

[T T T

!‘ T3
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Yo the problenm of perfecting new techniques in the midst of the
capelsn was added the problem of training ap entirely new heavy
horbardment group end of mainteining o new type of plane in the iheater.
In line with a heedquerters decision to replace &all 3;;717'3 in the
Pecific with the lomger=range '.E;}.':B‘l‘s, tke 20th Bombardment Group was
gent to Aunstraliz during October ond lovember, eguipped with Liberatore.
The move involved no incresse in sbrength for the Fifth Alr Force, a8
the war-weary 19th Group wes returned to the Unlied Stetes for a well-
esrned rest. Until the ¢0th Group completed its training and began
cxtensive combat operztions late in Decembor, the 434 Group with lts
Bﬁl‘?'s carried out heavy bombardment missione,

In coordination with ground forces, light and medium bombers and
fighter plones continued to atteck retreating enemy troops. Success of
the attacks could not eesily be determined, for flyers ofiten found
themgelves torbing clumpe of heavy foliage--just as the ground troops
were constantly shooting ot an enemy wellwconcesled in trees or Lehlnd
jungle undergrovth, While Allled pressure slong the Eokods treck,
dive bombing and strafing of eneny troops end supply lines, and attacks
on convoys and distent bases 8l) contributed to the turn in the battle,
it vas undoubtedly the envoloping rovement of American and Australiesn
troons around the Buna avea whieh csused the Jupanese to retrace thelr
steps so gulckly. In order to prevent the isolation of thelr %rocps
slongz the traclk, the Jspenese rapidly fell back end took up well-defended
positions at three coastal villages--BEuna, Gona, and Sznenanda. Reorzenized

Americen ground forces, under the cormond of Li. Cen, Rotert L, Fichelberger,
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and fresh sustrzlian forces early ln December began whet were essentlizlly
slege cperabions. Cona was overrun on 9 December, and Allled forces
then concentrated on isoleting the two remalning garrisons,

By the end of December it wac obvious that the Prpuan Cempaign
vag nearing its close: the fall of Zune vas only 3 days away, ond the
fate of enemy troeops ab Senansnds would be seoled after 3 more weeks,
The fizhting on the ground end in the esir hed not been casy, Cosusltles
had ?een extremely heavy, with tropical disezses sccounting for aimost
8 $times the casualbies caused from wourds. Frompt evacuation by air
was perheps the only encouraging sspect of the situation,

As for the Fifth Alr Force, the outlook st the end of 1942 was
boetter thon nt ony time since the beginnlng of hostilities in the
Soutkwest Pacific. True, there hzd been no substantial increase in
é;;;;% étrength, nor bhad there bheen any grect advance in terma of milesn,
But air bazes now exvisted along the northesstorn coest of Hew Gulnea,
shortening the disbance to enemy tergets and sllowing fizhber cover
for bozbins operetions, High-flying P-38's were being supplied in
inereasing numberss overvhelming suceess in their first renorted combab
in tke Southwest Pecific on 27 December proved that the Lightnings were
the znswer to the Jepanese Zero. TFurbtkermore, AAT unite in the South
Pacific had joined in attacks on Rebeul on 26 December, relisving the
Fifth Alr Foree of port of its bombing recponsibilities but making
more certcin the eventunl neutralization of this enemy stronghold.

Iven more significant, the Pifth had become a versatile air force,

in resvonse to the varied demends of the theater. There was no single
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well=defined miesion such es that gulding the Eighth Alr Force;
peeuliarities of the Southwest Pocific thecter cslled for employment

. of every capebility of air vower., In lezrning to adept thelr weanons

and tactlcs to the immediante demends, alr comnonders ln the Soubhwest

Poeific hai discovered a successful forrmle for combatting the enemy.
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In the North Pacifle, Japanese forces, following thelr abortive
abtack on Duitch Harbor in Juna, retired to the westorn islandsg of
Kigha and Attu, and aerial wariars in the Aleublans sebtled down to
a falrly roubtine courss., Atbeapting to »revent the consolidation
and expansion of eneny wositlons, the Xleventh iir Forece during the
rezainder of the swmer bombed ond strafed Japanese installations
waenever weather permitted. Inermy efforts anparently were concentrated
on preparzilon of delenses agaicst expected air atiackes from the Tmuak
base, as eneny positions wers begluning to Dristle with hesvy and
mediun flak batberies. Toe Fleventh Alr Force, on the other hand,
concenirated on offensivo cfforts, increasing the strengsh of air
units and reorganizing forees to meet the tactiesl situztion.

Auzmentation of the alr force, which had begun lamediately nrior
to the Dubfech Harbor attack, was continuwed with the addition of as
many squadrons as could be spared from the United States. Before
1 July the 406th Bombardment Squadron with its B-25's had arrived st
SlmandorfS Field, and the B4th Fighter Groushnd-the-B6th—and-57th
Figbber—Squedrons) had been atiacheld $o the XI Fighter Command. The
provigional XI Bouber (ommand, headed by Col. William 0. Zarecizaon,
was setivated on 1 July, belng made wn of the 28th Commosite Groumn

and its assigned squadrons. One weelr later the 404th Bombardment

1861
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Squadron arrived in Alaske; its B-2i's, originelly destined for the
Torth Afriean theater, were painted wlith a pink camouflage~~ideal for
desert warfars bub clearly unsuited for the Alaskan theater., The
. squodron was irmmedlately dubbed #The Finl: Zlephants and sent Ho
tome t0 patrol the Bering Sea norta of the Seward Penlnsula,
Innemuch ae the arvival of toctleel unite and their digpersal
to widely separated bases created new service troop demands, the Var
Department allocated one additlonal mervice grown and six alr base
squadrons to supplezent the 234 Service Group and 24ta Alr Base
Squadron already in Alaska. Formablon of the Xl Adr Force Service
Connznd, under Brig, Gen. Eobert V., Ignico, was 2 logical step
toward more effective operation of depots, bases, and stabtlons.
Qrganizadional detslls, probleme of air strength, and even the
Japanege thenselves gave the FEleventh Adr Force congiderably less
trouble then did the Alaskan weother. TForecasts were of llttle use
to the fiyers, sines the wenther conditlions conld change more rapldly
then planes could fly. After the Dutch Horbor attack it becane
standard practice for one of the heavy bombers, acting ns & weather
plane, to take off fronm Umnax eariy each Dorning and fly more than
600 piles to reconnoiter the Hiske area. If condltions were favorsble,
the information was radioced to Umnelr and inmediantely other bombers
took off to attack. Hore often thom not, misslons had to De cancelled
. on account of the weather. In July, for excrmle, there were only 15
days when the wezther plane could advlse Tormatlons of heavy bombers
to proceed with the attack, Even then, on soven occaslons the planes

wera forced to return to Tmnak because of the weather. TFlyers who
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succeoaded in getting through to the target were gexerally foreed dy
the low-ceiling and poor visidility to bomb fron a low aléitude or

to ncke their bomb runs by dead-recizoning, taking thelr bearings from
an 0ld volcanie erater which was virtually the only landmark in the
outer islands,

To Brig. Gen, Willism O, Butler, commander of the Zleventh Air
Force, and to other airmen in the tieater 1t was obvious that such
sporadlc operatlions could mever drlve the ensuy out of the Aleubians.
On nissions 4o Kiska the B-17's and B-lP4's could carry little more
than half o losd of bombs, (3,50%-3ovnds), for the 1,200-mile round
trip reaquired Tomb tay tanizs. The great dlstance alro meant that
pombers could have no flghbor nrotectlon., Fighters were used only
for patrols around Umnalt and the seaplene base at lazan Bay, Atke
Igland, sone 200 miles from Umnalk. Only vhen 2 few Jepanese float-
planes would vesnture to this point dld the flghbers have any opportun-
ity to mnke contact with the eneny, who £t11l hod no faoecilities on
Kigka for operating lamd-based plames. Boih the Americans and the
Japznese were feoced with the problem of securing bases nearer to the
eneny sc that fighter protection could bve provided on bombing clesions
snd bombers could deliver more forceful abtaciks. DBefore the end of
sumrter the Japaneee were reported reconnoltering Adalr and Amchitia
anfd other potential bases between Klgka and Ummal, TFortunately,
American forceos moved more swlfily.

Adakz,
At mldpight on 22 Augmat a small party of intelllgence scouts

slipped up %o the island of Adst by means of rubber boats launched
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froo submorines. ZFetween periods of hiding from enemy reconnaissance
Flanes the grom surveyed the mountsinous island and dircovered
several tidal flats suliable for airfields. Other assets were found:
éunes, vhich would afford natural protection for aireraft, and a
good inper harbor vith decp water. The surveying party sigaaled %o
wabehful FBY's which in turn carried word back to the task forece
walting at Cold Bay. At dawn on the 3lst the convoy moved in won
Adalz, and under the cover of Eleventh Alr Force pilanes, constructien
englnesrs set to wvork on an alrfield vhich was completed in record-
brealzing tize. On 10 ¥eptenmber the Iirst plane, an ¢ld B-18i, londed
on the gteel-mat runway. By the evenlng of the 13th the Adak hard-
stands were covered by 15 3-2&'s, 1 B-17, 15 P-38's, and 15 P-39's,
The last rald on Kiska from Umnar vas made on the 13th, and on the
following day the firet major attack was launched from Adalz, Twelve
B-24's5, vhose crews had been practicing low-level bombing, were led
by Colonel Hareekson in a heavy asssuli on Kigrn harbsr, while 14
P-3B8's and 14 P-33's strafed shore installations, otatteries, and

the carp area,

“ne attack of 14 Septexber insvpurated s new phase of the
Alevtian campalgn. The alr war now lncreased in termpo and intensity,
for the Adalc base cult down the striling dlstonce between the opponents
br about one half, AStacks wers nade by Both medium znd heavy bombers
of the Zleventh Air Force, freouently with fighter escort. Japonese

float-planes rmade a faw retaliatary ralda on Adar, but the enemy

RE
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was never allowed to tale the offensive. During the fall months
eneny plans seened somevhat uncertain, as troops were evacuated
from Atta o Eigka in Sepitember and then moved baek to Aftu in

. Toverber. ZEleventh Alr Force targets during this period included
shipping between the two islands, ontlairceraft vatteries, the Kiska
subnaripe base, bangares, end camp Installstions. In combat with
enotty plenes the American fighiers desiroyed an average of half the
flghtor ooposition encountered, while bomoers constantly hannered
at nevly-nssenbled planes in Holiz Bay, Attu, thereby whitiling
Joponese olr strengbh in the Aleublmns dowm Ho an ineffectuzl force.

ihe race for igland basces was not over vith Arerican ocecupation
of Adolz, The Fleventh Alr Foree needed other oasss near Xiska, and
the enemy wndowbbedly woanbel sites more sultable for land-hased
aireraft. Only o shoriage of eonstruction personnel and equipmoent
hindered Anerican actiion, The project to build an alrfisld on Atka,
Just east of Adalr, had to ve delayed until after work was well under
way et Adalk. On 7 Cetober excavation was begun at the new site and
by the middle of llovember a stesl-mat runwvay hed been laid, giving
the Elaventh Alr Porce itwo basea within fairiy close'range of the
enemy.

The Jananese were now forced to take more aggressive aetion if
they were to malntain thelr positlon off the Forth Amerlean continent.

. Late in lovenber on enemy convoy was reported on 1ts way to oceewpy
the Sczmichig, vhlch offered the best site for a lending fleld within
effective distence of Averlcan foreces; but when spotted by Havy

patrol plones west of Attu the convoy reversefl its course--perhaps
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hecause of over-cautions corrranders or beccsuse the task force

poseesced less strliklng power than the situwation required.
_ e e A chitka
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In Decedber the Japanese were observed to be preparing for
another ageressive move, appareatly aimed this timo at the 1sland of
Arehitiza, 70 miles goutheast of Xiska. Azsin, Ameriean forces noved
wore swilftly than enexny troops. On 18 Decedber a small reconnslssance
party set out from Adalr to survey the island which lay almost under
the very nose of the enemy. Wwilthin less than a month the first
construetion and grouwnd troops wore landed on Amehlilin and worik was
begun on an alrfield. Irom this point on, there was 1littls doubt
that the Japanese garrisons at Kigka and Attu were doomed.

In 6 months the Fleventh Alr Poree had moved almost 800 miles
nearsr to the enemy. Alr operations still conformed to the simple
rattorn of hitilng Jepanese shipning and lnstallotions with overy
available weapon., TFlgures of tomb tommage were not impreseive when
comwared with those of much larger alr forces In the IJuropean theater.
Puring the pealr nonth of October, for exammla, the Ileventh Alr Force
dropped only 200 tons of bombs. Bub constant pounding and strafing
was proving to be a successful formmla for eir overations in the
Alagizen theatsr.

In order to kcep a maxirmn nunber of planes in the alr, ground
crews had worized in the severest kind of weather, Ihintenance and
repalr woric was necessarily perforned oubt of doors, frequenbly wilth
blinding raln and snow blowing in horizonial shests., ZEngineg were

changed and battle damage repaired tarcoushout many nlshts, with
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only flashlights and truck headlighis for illunination. OQertain spare
rarts could be obtained only by salvaging wrecked planes. Iiving
conditions at advanced basea were primitive. Tents and small ebruc-
tures often collapasd under gale winds, while planes had o be Hied
doxm:;ihtz;;il drums. Ilspersal areas wers generally mmud morasses,

and roads wore nothlng more than {racks through the spongy muskeg.

If members of the Eleventh Aly Force were not able to do any-
thing sbout the Alaglkan weather, they at least had proved that effec-
tive operations by land-based planeswere possidle in the taeater,

By the end of the year the alr force was in a favorable position %o
carry oub its nmisslon, Fighter strength had been further inereased
by activation of the 344th Squadron of the 3434 Fighter Growp.
Eeavier alr transport desands were belng med by the newly-activated
H4th %roop Carrier Squadron, Bombardrment squadrons had gone far
toward perfecting the technique of low-level bombing. The service
cormand, which was cormposed of approximately half the persommel in
the air force, had stabioned air base squadrons at all importent
tages., Iscues previously uncertaln were clorified and service
yerseonel vere relleved of certaln responsibilities in reor creoas.
Units of the Alr Tromsport Commnd, for exsuple, were noved in to
ataff bages along the new ATC route to Alashke. Certain service
unlts at Ladd Fleld, the LAF cold weather station, were relieved of
thelr asclenment and moved %o Eiamendorf, where they could be of more
agglstance to the IZleventh Alx Force.

Every uvnlt of the Fleventh was now geared to the westward move-
nient of Americon forces. The issue of mastery in the Horth Pacifice
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was not yeb settled, bub it was no longer in doubi., The campaign

had already proved the strategic lmortance of Alasks end the
!
leerutians_.'-rfin proviouns years a debatell subject-~and 1t had demon-

strated, as well, the valve of land=haged slr power in that reglon.
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{7, THE FENTE AIR FORCH IU INDIA AUD CHINA

0f all the alr forces opposing the Janonese, perhsps none was
faced with a more difficult situstion than was the Fenth Alr Force
in the summer of 1942, The Anericans were committed to a polley of
maintainipg alr operations in China ond suvpplying the Chinese with
inereasing quantitles of war goode, yeobt Japansue con?uest of Burma had
cloged 8ll enirances to Chlra except by way of thala_E.ODO;;;got
Eireloyon. Furthermore, tho eneny vas momentarily expected to push
into India and, as soon ac the hesvy ralns ceased in the fall, to in-
terfere meriously wlth alr conmmications Yover the Huon.” An emer-
geney sbifting of key offieers, heavy bonberes, and transport plenes
to the liddle Eazst impalred the Yenth, and the few units arriving from
the United Statee could not Immediately cormensate for the lose.
Organizational equipment, spare parits, and replocements were still
sloy in arriving; the airfield construction progras, dependlrs to a
large extont wpon native hand laber, was far behind schedule: and in
August pollticel agitatlon in Indle resulted in riots, strikes, and
demonstrations which contimued over a peried of meny weeks, dlsrupbing
trencnoriatlon end commomlcitions in large oress.,

In splie of the unfavorable elrcumstances, alr commanderg in the
China~Burne-Iniia theater guldef the Teath Alr Force throuch & series

of significant developnonte, and before the end of 1942 the Japanese
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vere made acubely aware of the fact that Amerdcem air power could
deliver blows on the Asictic mzinland cormarable to those vhich were
falling on Xlgka, the Torthern Solocons, ond Northeast Dew Guinea,

’r‘;hen a Germon advance inta Egypt in June precipitated a crisis
for the defending BEritish forces, General Brereton was ordered to
teke availeble bombers of the Tenth Alr Force to the lHddle East,
Having been authorized to move 21l pergonnel, plones.and equipment
egeentlal for cporations, the commsnder of the Tenth Air Force left
India on 25 June with General Adler and other key officers, while
arrapgenonts were nade for the nost sexperienced ferry pilots to trans-
port supolies Ho the !llddle Eash. General Brereton was soon followed
by the 9th Pombardzent Souadyon, which had the only exverienced heavy
voxbardrent erews and grownd personnel in India, The Tenth, seriously
criprled by the sudden diverslon, was left under the comsznd of Brig.
Gen, Esrl L. Talden.

The inrediate tashk was 0 establigh the projected China Air
Tasgl: Forge, t0 be composed of the 234 Flghter Groum wméer the comnand
of Col. EHobert L, Scott and & ssall force of medlunm tombers uwnder
Col. Caleb V. Hayues, Comunnd of the task force was given to Brig.
CGen, Claire L. Chennonlt, vhore fmericon Volunteer Group of fishjer
pilote in less than 7 nonths had establighed the reuarkable record
of 293 enexry wvlanes destroyed, with only 12 Arerican pilots lost
from enemy action. In accordance with a plen already agreed vpon
by Generalissimo Chiong Eal-sghelzr, General Chenrsult, and other

officlzls, the AVE was dlshanded and lts nerbers were glven an
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opportunity to oe induected into the AAF and to remaln in Chine as
part of the 234 Groum. llost of the pllots were weary from months of
active combat and come desired to retura home for a brief rest;
others vho ware fermer memsers of the Mavy and larine Qorps noturslly
preferred to rejoln these branches of the gervice; stlll others chose
to tale poeitione with cormerelal air concorns. Lo o result, enly 5
pilots end a s:21l number of grourd men of the AVG were inducted
into the AAF on 4 July, vub spproximately 20 additional pllets re-
malned on duby for 2 weelrg umbll replecerents eould arrive.

Although the Onlne Alr Tash Force made meximum use of the labor,
moterialg, ond supplies already avellable in China, its existence
depended upon the developnment of an exbensive alr carso service over
the Himslayas. For some timo the ghortage of nlreraft forced the
1st Ferry}é”érow 0 operate on a Yshoesbring.¥ During the summer
ronths the volune of frelght flown from Indis to Ching fell con-
giderzbly belaw the volume carried in April and lay, the highest
estimate of deliverles during the monsoon period belng 800 tons per
onth,

Brig. Gen. Clayton L. Bisgecll, who on 18 August succeeded
General Nalden as commander of the Tenth Alr Force, imumedlately
turned hic attention to the prodlems of dsveloping a well-telanced
air force, of supplylng the forces in Chisnm, and of providing ade~
quate defongse for the Dinjan-Kunming ferry route, which was reputed
to involve rmore hazards than any other regulerly used route of
comparable digstance, In June it hed been docided thoat American air

cozbat forees in Asis should he corposed of 1 henvy bombardment and
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;é’meﬁm borbardrent group and 2 :ﬂ.ghter groups, but the Tenth Air
Foree was not scheduled o reach 1ts authorized strength until
Detoter.

In the meantime, General Blgsell gought neans of imperoving
the forces alrendy in the theater and made preparations for the use
of projected unite. COChief among his plane wes orsanization of all
combat unlts in Indie lnto a task force slmilar to the one in China.
In addition to the two tagk forces, the Tenth Alr Force would then
be composed of the Xnrachi American Air Base wnder Brig. Gen. Francis
M. Brady, the X Atr Force Sorvice Comnsnd under Col. Robert €.
Oli.verj ond the IndiswChina Ferry Command wmder Col. Robert Tate,
Until the India Alr Task Force was acbtlvated early in October, how-
ever, the bulk of American alr combat in the theater was provided by
ths task foree in China,

fe—= - - — - (Cblna Mx Tegk Toxco

During its first nontihs of operation the China Air Task Foree
was corposed of the 234 Fighter Group, the 16th Squadron of the
Slst Fighter Growr (on detached service), ome flight of the 9th
FPhoto Reconnsicsance Squadron, and several flights of the 11th
Squadron (lI) of the 7th Pombardnent Groun. Operational aircraft
numbered approxinstely 7 B-25's and 30 P-40's, Ylth this small
force, Gencral Chepnzult feeed the problem of condueting effective
fighter and bomver operstions aleng a §5,000-uile frent exbending
fror Chunging and Chengiu to the Ipdo-China Red River in the soutkh,
tho Tibetan ploteau and the Salween River ln the west, and the China
fenin the east. Operations were condueted from a nmumber of Chinese

e .
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airfields, including Hengyong, Fwellin, and Nanning, in order to
pring most of the important enemy targets in southern China within
renge of the B-R5 and P-40, The alrcraft also operated fron
Yurnanyl, in western Chinz, and Dinjan, in Assan, enebling the China
Alr Tagk Force to cuard the ferry and to shrike at targeis inm Burzma,

Che Averican flyers were forced to erploy suverior tacties in
order to survive cormbat with nwmericslly stwerior forces. TFighter
alreraft continved to operate in ruch the same nanver as had the AVG,
turniny every sdvantage of the outmoded P-40's against the weakmesses
of encmy planes. General Chennault drove home to his nilets the
lencone he hnd lesrned fron yeors of experience, With the zdvent of
o hardful of mediun bombers in Chima, lmgenlously devised nethods
of escort vroved éminently successiul.

The arrivel of the first B-25'%s had been marred by tragedy.
Zorly in June, 6 planes, under $he command of laj. Gordon Leland,
left Dinjen for Runming, Attempting to penetrate 2 solid cloud
overeast at 10,000 feet, 3 of the aircraft, including that of Najor
Licland, crashed intoc a mountain and burned. & fourth plane ran out
of zas, tut its crew balled out safely esnd reschad their destination
m,’z‘weeks later. 3By this time B‘Pmore B-p5ts had arrived at Xunming,
bringing the new squadron commander, laj. Williem E. Basye, who had
flown a B-17 in the Java campelgn, and -7 f}}*:ers who had participated
in the Doolittle raid on Tokyo. One of the planes, permanently out
of commission, provided.ﬂ spare parts which kept the remaining 7 :B-:?:5'B

in operation for almost 2 monthe,
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tven before formsl organization of the China Adr Task Yorce, the
medium bombers inomgurated their operations, On 1 July, ( B::QE‘ g,
. escorted byi;ﬁ P-40ts of the AVG, bombed harbor inetzllabtions at
Honkow, thouzh with questionable results, A more successiul attack
was nade on tke following day., The Japanere immediztely retcliated
by sending 5 bombers over Hengyeag sirfield, but all bombs fell to
the right of the landing strip. On 3 July the opposing forees again
exchangzed blows, the B-25's and F-40's siriking at the lorge enemy-held
airdrome at Nonchang, southeest of Hamkow, end enemy forees bembing
the Hengyang field with even less accursey than on the previous attempte
In line with a policy of reducing Japanese alr power by bombiag
important bases, the B.ZBlg on 4 July shifted thelr target southward
t0 strike the Lien Ho Alrdrome ab Canton., After the five medium bombers
and their fighter escort hed bombed runways, perked alreraft, and the
sirdrore tuilding without opposition, they headed for Kwellin, the
advence base south of Heongyeng. Here tholr landing was deleyed for
15 minutes while the 23d Fighter Group tangled with new tuinwcrgine
fighters which the enemy hed sent over the field, Hexmbers of the 234
Group had been practicing with the AVG during the previous weeks, and
success of this initisl combet on the very day of AVG induction indicated
that the Jepanese were to have no respite from American fighter planes.
Beeause of the excellent verning systen which had been estzblished
. by the Chinese with the aid of General Chemnault, fighber plones hed
emple bime to got into the most advantageons position for interception,

and the Jepanese were deprived of their chief weapon of surprise.
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Eneny attecks were frecuent end debtermined, On 30 July, for exemple,
en estimated 119 bombers and fighters were sent over the American alr
Yase et Hengysng., Outnumbered members of the 28d Fighter Group engaged
the attacking planes over a perioed of 35 hours, accounting for 17 enemy
bombers and fighters with & loss of only 3 P=-40's and no pllots.

Unfavorable weather, combat faotigue, exheumsted eupplies of bombs
and fuel, and need for aireraft repairs frequently forced the Amerlcan
bombers into brief periods of inectivity. Such perleds gave the aimmen
an opportunity to improve their veapons, Under the direction of Lt.
Elrer Tarbox, twin ,50=-cal. machine guns were placed in the B~25 nose,
twin ,%0-cal. zuns were substituted for the bobtom turret, and one
«30=cal, gun was set up in the rear. where-1lt-could be fired by eliher
top—or-botton gunner, The troublesome hand method of dropping fragmentation
borbs was repiaced by a bomb rack devised by Lt. Robexrt . Boose., Such
improvements made the B-25 & more useful veanon as the China Alr Tack
Foree enlarsed the scope of its operations,

On 9 &ugust, [5 B-z5's and 3 P-40's atiacked the importent Indo-China
rort of Haipbong, merking the first time the task force had reached
outside of China or Burma to hit the enemy, Defore resching the target
the plenes hed to holt at an airfield only 6 minutes! flying time from
ereny lines, while swarms of Chinese workmen refueled the alrcraft out
ofJ E—éallors‘é cens, Resulis of the attecir justified the risks involved
end the efforts expended. 4 4,000-ton freighter was sunk in the harbor,
large fires which burned for 13’ deys were started ia the dock and ware-

house ares, while direct bomb hits on Japanese headquarters caused a
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nurber of casuzlbties variously estinated at from 100 to 4CO0,
Generel Ckhennenlt'e %hit and run® policy, dubbed guerrilla werfare
. by the Fapsnese, kept the enemy guessing as to where the next strike
would be mede. In the latter pert of August the hombers were transferred
to Yunnenyl in couthwest China in order to boleter the Burma aerisl
cempaign. During the last week of the month, the B-25's twice bombed
Lashio, fmporbtant rail center and air vase; they crossed the border of
Indo~China to atltack enemy supply Gumms at Hoang Su Phi snd Fhu Loj
and on the 19.5’;2 deys of Aurust they bombed Myitkyinz, northeranmost
depot of the enemy in Burma,
Tollowing this series of ralds, tke bombers rebturned Yo Hengyang
and Zweilin, leaving. Burmese operations during Septemboer and early
Qetober to the two B~25's znd few fighters which had been stationed at
Dinjen, The main pert of the tesk force meontime carried out raids
over occupied China, harassing shipning on inland waterways, dlsrupting
rall comrmuications, and destroyinz enemy alrcraft on the ground and
in the air., ITarly in October, howsver, the bombers turned their attention
southward in order o aid the Chlnese who vere opposing renewed enemy
abtermbts to cross the Sglween River. Eloven missions were flowm against
eneny targets in northesst Burma, including supply depots at Zengchung,
Kangshih, Wanling, Ohefans, and Lichlapo,.
- - ;‘ dia Air Task Forge
. The latest enemy push along the Salveen colnclded with the end of

tho monsoon season, Japenese airereft vere now expected to offer serious

oproeition to ferry operations, partieularly along the western end of

o
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the routs which terminated at Dinjen. The Tenth Alr Force, charged
with both operation snd defenee of the ferry, was barely in a position
t0 czrry out elther taslk, althouzh leasing of transport vlanes from
the Chino ¥abtionzl Alrweys Company bad drought sbout some irprovement
in the air corgs servlee., In order to provide more effective defense
of the ferry and to eid Chinese resistance zlonz the Salween, General
Bissell carried out his previous plan of organizing 21l Americsn combat
wnlts In Indie asg the India 8ir Task Force., The new organization was
effected on 3 October, with Brig, %en. Caled V, Hoynes ap commander,
Initial operational strenzth was almost nepligible, for =11 three
components, the 7th Bombardment Group, the 5lst Fighter Group, and
the recently sctiveted 241st Bombardment Group (1), were far below
thelr normel strength, either bacause of diversions to the lliddle Last
end China or beecause of incomplete eouivments

Within o weelr the 23th Sguadron and headqueorters of the Slst
Fighter Oroup were moved to Iinjan, glvins the ferry a measure of
proteciion, ILfforts to set up sn adequete sir-warning system throughe
out Assom had met with little success, as the necessary equioment was
not available, In the latter part of October, word was received that
the Teanth Alr Torce would be relieved of its resmonsidbility of operzting
the ferry, effective ) Decenber, The 1lak Ferr:,j Gﬁroup was to bo taken
over by the Alr Transport Commnnd and Co), L. H. Alexander desimated
to keod the Indie~China Ving of the ATC, IBut the Tenbth Air Porce was
still charged with defending the aeriel life~line to Chinn, and before

i%s meager forces could e deployed, the long-drendied atiack on Dinjan

i
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vcourred. Approximabely 100 enemy plames, equinped vith belly tanks
for the flight from the distent base ab lashio, on 25 October bombed
and strafed Dinjan as well = newer 2irfields at Chabua, lohanbari,
and Sookerating., Aumerican forcec received omly & few mimates' warning
ond consequently suffered heavily., Five transporte, 5 P-40's, aond

2 P=43Vg were destroyed, while 4 trensports ond 13 fighiers were badly
damageds TFurther ctbacls on 26 and 28 October were less damsging,

ihe aerinsl assoults st least gerved to emphagize the seriousness
of the situstion in Assem and added weight to CGeneral Bisgsell's request
for the return of heavy bombers which had cceompanied Genoral Brereton
to the 1liddle Hest. Crews of the experienced 9th Bombardment Souadron
hed already dbegun to srrive in Indin, bringing B.24's instead of the
older B=-17's vhich they flew to the iliddle Iast in the summer, Fhe
planes were immediately put late action ageinst suitable tarzeota.

On 21 October the B-24's sttacked power plants snd pumping stetions
at Linsi in northern China, marking the first use of heavy bombers ia
China and the firgt strilte by the AAT north of the Yengtse. The presence
of the long-ranse Liberztor in the GBI theater zave the Tenth Alr
Foree a vider cholice of tergets and mede it incressingly difficult
Tor the enemy to prediet whers the mext blows wounld fall. For seversl
weeks, vhile the India Alr Tesk Force wag being bullt up, General Heynes
employed his forces defencively with only ocemsional offensive misslons
by small fiishts of heavy boabers,

Zigker Onerations
In China the task force under General Chennanlt conbinued its
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operationc along the pattern followed in the summer, making carefully
esleulated attacks on lucrative terpgets and talzing a heavy toll of eneny
plones, The first medium bomber reinforcements had arrived on 5§ October,
increasing the boxber unit strensgth to 12 3-35's, 12 sixenen crews, and
40 groumd men, In their firet night-bombing miseion in Chins, the
B-25's on 25 October demolished a power plent at Hongkong, depriving
the Jepemege of electricity for shiprerds where they repalred vessels
dozaged in the South FPeclfic fighitinz., Other targets In the area were
hit earlier In the day by both bombers and fighters, destroying meaoy
of the doelz installations end accounting for 20 of an estimated Z1
enemy plenes, with the loss of ronly 1 Americen fighter ond 1 borber--
the flrst B~35 to be lost /‘since‘ the activation of the China Alr Iask
Foree.

Following attacks on the enemy airfield at Lashio on the Z7th
and 28%th, the tacsk force returned to hit the Kowloon Doclzs at Hong Mg,
the fighter planes this time inmugurating dilve bonbing in the China
theater. 4 period of roubtine setivity was broken on 23 liovenber by
major strikes on the Indo-China port of Halphong, the Rien Ho Airdrome
at Coaton, ond air installations on Sanchu Island scuth of Cantom,
During the latter part of the month the task force also carried cut a
gseries of reids egainct Henkow, Yochow, and Sieaning, %o aid the
Chinege who wers sattempting to repel an enemy push soross the Sintsiang
River near Tochow,

On 27 Fovember General Chennsult assembled 10 bembers and 23

fighterse~the largest nunber of planes ever used in & single operation

-

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

bood28

4 180

L

e

in China up %o that time, The foree carried out a suecessful atback
on Hongfong shipping, dock installations, end warehouses. In 4 dags
the task force hed destroyved more than 60 enemy plenes on the ground
end in the air.

By this time the India Alr Taslk Force hed been sufficiently
reinforced %o brosden the scope of its sckivity, Smell fiights of
bombers had successfully attocked Rangoon on 5 and 2 Hovember, Shift-
ing of the 25th Fighter Sguzdron from Karachi to Scokerating late in
October had increased the size of flights on strafing sweeps, and rapid
development of the F~40 as & bomber had enzbled the force to inflict
greaber donage on targets within range.

On 20 Fovember Col, C. F, Necrason led 8 B-24%g in a dameging
attacik on the mershalling yerds atb landelsy, initiating an alr offensive
againet Burma and Theilsnd which was destined to last for more than €
nonths, On the 26th of the monthL ¢ BuP4's of the 9th and 436th Souadrons,
azein led by Colonel Heerason, took off from Gaye and flew a round
tripn of 2,760 miles in & smrprlse attack on sz o0il refinery =znd pover
vlent at Bangkok, Thelland. The dangerously long mission was repected
1 month later by 12 B-24's,

These and similer missions were in addition to the routine Pmilk
runt to Rangoon, vhere the long-range bombers regularly attacked harbor
installations and shipping, The 3-24'pg invariebly had to fly without
fighter escori, but losses were slight, The P-40 fighter-bonbers
continned to hit targets in northsrn ond centrsl Bwrma. IFrom 20

ovember to 31 December the entire India Alr Task Force dropped only
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198 tong of bombe, Iut there was evidence that the Tenth Air Force
was galning sexrial ascendancy in the Chine-Burme-India theater.

After reinforcements wers rushed to alrfields in Assam in October and
Yovember, the Joponese falled to follow up their successful sttacks of
late October. Instead, late in December the enemy countered with a
series of bombing asssmlts on Calcutte and Chittagong and on sirdromes
ot Dum Dum, Alipore, Fenny, snd Tunnenyl, indicating perhaps that the
Jepanese believed the Americsn bombing missione were being flown from
these fields. In an effort to forestell these blows, the China Alr
Tegr Force threw 1ts welight ogainst enemy silrfields and supnly dunps
in Burma during the lest 2 weeks of December,

As the yecr came to a close, the Tenth Air Force was st1ll shori
of the 252 planes allotited the preceding June, dbut in personnel
strensth the force had reacked a totel of 10,316 officers and menw
slmost double the size of the force 6 months earlier. While the
Tenth was not yet in = position to undertale large-scale operations,
it bhad survived a cruclal period in the GBI theater, MNeny of the
difficulties incldentsl to initial operations in = stransze land had
now been overcome or slleviated, The Karachi Air Ease vas well
egtablished 28 2 reception, classification, and training center for
ven a&rriving ln India, The service coumend, having established depots
snd bases ceross Indla and in Chine, wes better ghle to supply amd
maintain combat units,

Deapite the linited menle of operations, the air fask ferces in

China and India had proved egual to the dual job of protecting the

L o
-0y
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vitel oir traneport line and of taking offensive scbion ageinst enemy
targets in Burma, Chinz, Thailend, snd IndowChins. Superior tectics

. and a keen sense of urgency had ensbled a small alr force to challenge

Jopanese supremacy in the most remote zone of Ameriean cowbat,
e Y
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This then wes the record of Arry tir forces in the first phuse
ol tl.e wrr f.ocinst Jepine.

subsequent yesrs brouht & series of Allied cuccesses vhich
stermed from the limited of'fensives of labe 1242. PFollowin» & with-
drexiel of Joprnese forces from Guedalcsnsl in Februery 1943, ?he Allies
used their colomons sprinvboerd for further noves exd within 6 months
the line of cdvencc hed renched nendove end lew Georeis in the Centrel
Solomonse TLarly in Jovember ¢ third step placed jmerican forces on
Tounminville, which offerod the Thirteenth Air Force snd lerine units
& bese only 215 naubical miles from hebaul. .hile sirersaft con-
cenbrebed on neubrslizetion of this stronshold in lew Britein, other
sdvercaes v.ere mede in the lorthern Jolomons end inte the 3ismarck
trehipelexcs. Turing Pebruery end larch 1244, landings in the
tdmiralty end L. Jettheis islencs pleced Allied sireraft astride the
supply line %o kabeml, znd the Solcwons offensive hed technicelly
rezched its conclusion.

fhe Fifth iir ‘orce, Levin: conbributed to the reduction of Hebeul
cnd Lo Allied oceupstion of southwvestern Tlew Dritein, now directed its
full strentth vestuerd in e Guines. Ly the end of 1943 the Luon Gulf
grer, ineludin; lLee, Salempua, Finscheven, hed corme under hllied conbrol,
end vithin 7 months the Iifth hed edvewced throuzh ekde, Biak, and

Joemfoor to the Cepe Samsepor ares, the farthest 1limit of westerm Iew
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Guinea, In June 1944 the Fifth and Thirbeenth Aly Forces were formelly
united under the Far Tast Alr Forces, preperatory to the drive for the
Fhilippines, Invazion of llorotei in the Hzlmsheras on 15 Septerber

was folloved by the eniminabing stei: of Southweet Preific operablons—
invasion of the Fhilippines, which ocourred with the Leyte landings

on 20 October 1944, OSuccess on leyte pernitted the advance o liindoxo
in Dgcenber and $o Luzon in Jenuary,

These moves toward the Fhilippines hrd been coordinated with a
Centrel Toelfic offensive, vwhich hed brought the Seventh Air Force inteo
active combat in the auwtum of 1843, A Tovember invasion of Toraws,
Apemoxa, and Heklin in the Gilbert Islands was followed by seizure of
the llorshell otolle of Ewejalein and llsjuro in Januory 1944, Vithin
o nonth Enivetol wes talren, and the Merienes loored ss the next objechive,
June ond July brought the invasion of Salpen and Guesm, enebling units
of the Seventh Alr Torce to rove fo bases vwithin striiking dicstance of
the Bonin ond Volcano islonds,

In the North Pacific the Aleutizn ezcmpaign had been concluded with
imericon occupstion of Attu in May 1243 cnd of Kiska in dugust., ZIZleventh
Alr Force bomberc were thus brought into position for striker against
Japents Eurile Islaxnds,

On the Asiatic mainlond the Fourbtcenth Alr Force, formed from tke
Chine Air TPagl: Force in llarch 1943, ond the Yenth Alr Forece, ctill
located in Indle, continued %o hit the Jopanese in Eurma and China,
Newly-crrived B-24's encbled the Fourtcenth to inougurate operations

against shivping in the China fea in mld-1943,
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The long-.awaited appearance of the B&EB Superfortrecs came on
15 June 1944, with the Chinc~bosed XX Bomber Commemd's atteck on Tawate,
Juptneze steel center on the ieland of KEyushu, The Noarisnacs-based
ZXI Bomber Commend, second component of the Tuwentisth Air Force, made
its announced debut on 24 November 1244 in a Superforiress abtack on
Tolzyo. TFollouving the early evperimentzl operztions, the B.29's sttocked
sbretepic tergets in the Japenege home islands with a steadily<increasing
force, "

Three end a half years efter the forced withdrawsl of B=17's from
Clarlz Field ond Del Monte, Fhilippine bases hed been recoptured, end
additional beses secured in Chine, the Byukyus, linrionas, and Volcanos:
fleetr of 500 Superforbtresses were repeatedly seburating the Jeparnese
homelond with incendicry atiacks: ond AAYF units were moving from the
Lyropeen theater for the finel mssaull oa Jopan. Wisth Aroy alr force
comenders in the Pacific aunouncing the plonned emmloyment of stlll

never types of aireraft, the sir wor ageinst Jrpen promised to surpoass

in speed and intensity every co::npa:xa'ble effort in World-Wax-ILs
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