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\ This "first narrative® has beem pr-pnroﬂ :I‘H u:_-h .
Historical Division, AC/AS, Intelligenceas s contribution -
to the history of the Army Air Perces im the current war.

It is ome of & saries of such studies, and for the present
is bound only in menmscript form. The original is om file
in the Archives of the Historical Division. Suggestions
“at and criticism are invited.
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‘ By Authonty of
el The Commanting General
. Army Air Forees

CHAPTER I 4-24~44 5., 2.
Fy Date Imitrale

THii PROBLEd UF ALASKAN AIR DEPINSE, 1934 to 1941

On 3 Juns 1942 the Japaness attscked Dutch Harbor. It was the
first blow struck by them in the North Pasific, and it ms a
logical eanugh move on the part of an sneay intersstsd both in
protecting its own shores and in carrying the attack as close as
possible to the homs Lerritory of its adversary. That it did not
oome simultaneously with the attacks on Psarl Harbor aad Manila
was largely the work of Alaskan weather, famous as the worst in
the world. An apocryphal story cwrrent in Alasks at the time had
& higheranking officer remarking en hesring of the disnissal of
£ Genersl. Short and Admiral Kimmel, "There, but for the grage of

» fog, go 1. Be that as it mey, when the attack finally came 1t

* - found the American defenses still barely streng emough to oope
with it, if indeed they oould be comsidered sdequate st all. Yet
it appears also to be true that the Jeapanese found Alaskan defsases

v considerably stronger than they had sntisipsted. The spring of
1942 had witnessed muoh balated activity in the nearsr Aleutian
Islands. New airfields had been rushed to a state of partial uss-
v bility. The joint Army-iavy foroes defending Alasks had received
warning of an impending Japsnese attack far enough in sdvance

-

* to allow all availabls esshat units to be concentrated

* ®
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sgainst the ensmy. The result was that the Japanesse, if not
defested, were at lesst stopped; snd the Alaskan situation, after
years of confusion, began to take on msmething like s distinect
outline.

The Duteh Harbor sagagement, thersfore, is a significant
action, historically spsaking, for two reasons: it constituted
the cruclal first blow in Japanese Nerth Pacific atrategy; 1t also
e¢ryastallived many of the problems of hemisphere defense avd of
sllied stratsgy which had hitherto remsined in the reals of the

- nebulous and the controversial., Alsska and the Aleutlan Islands
presented problems that were at cnoe nowel, potentially serious,

yeat of lesser ilmportsnce in relation to the mors pressing issues
of the world war. Much thought and aaterisl had to be wxpended
on this theater, but priorities existed in Vashington which
neceassarily limited the quantities of either available for ilaska.
It im this preliminary controversy, this nhonest confusion regard-
ing the lssues of Alaskan alr operations, that provides the mejor
topic for the present study. Ita investigetion should throw soms
light on the future operational problems in the Alaskan thester.
To begin with there was the basic problem, settled quite
o sarly, ooncerning the necessity for systemstic air defense for

Alasks. Then there wss the problem, not 30 sasily settled, in-

-
L]

1
*

wlving the part to bs played by Army alr forces in the total
system of Alaskan defense., It was one not essily clarified

- -

‘ - BT B Ty
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because of ths competing claims of the goound forces and the Mavy.
- Finelly it became w guestion whether defenss, either in the air or
e sleewhers, was a concept which adequately coversd ths situatioa
” sctually existing in the Alaskan ares. Passive defenss ssemed at
firat enough. But with the outbreak of hostilities and the

izminent danger of atieck in the north; defensive mowsures of a

mre aggressive sort were onvissged. Finally the potentialitles
existing in the Aleutian Islands for offensive opsrations intro-
duced another factor into planning for the theater. The Aleutians
formed stepping atones which, safter all, could lesd both ways, &
fact which ocourred more rapidly to the lay publlic than it did to
those on whess shoulders lay ths complex rasponsibility of dsvelop-
3 ‘ ing highly expansive plans. Ino sach caswe, however, these problems
- wers conplicated by the fact that scarcity of iwsen, mmaitions, snd
. . facilities prevented any siaple and logical solutlon. Air operations
in the Alaskan ares hsd to bs wsighed not only intrinsically but
sstimated in relatlon to alr operstions In Westem surope, in
. the South Facific, in the Middie Zast snd (later) in Africs.
The first stap in the story of the Alaskan air forces goss
back &3 far as 1934 whon Anthony J. Dimond, delegate from Alasks,
" began te ask for allitary devalopaent of the territory. From the
" beginning, eny discussion of military development in Alssks maant,
- in large part, sir developasnt. To the general ailitary suthorities,
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™ sven to the relatively air-minded Amarican public accustomed to
thinking of gorrisons in terma of ground troops supported by an

¥ air arm, this proposition asy mot havs sesmed am clear as it did
to Mr. Dizond--witness the fact that his bill (H.K. 9524, 2d

session of 731 Congress), providing among oiher things for an

adequately manned sirfleld, was rajected by the House and ad-
verscly considered by the Var Dcpartmant.l To Alaskans, dependent
. upon gviatien as 2 virtusl nocessity in thelr lives, it sppesrad
exiometic,
Though Dimond!s proposal failed to bring In any lmmediate
results, it did serve to stimulste 2 discussion of the lssue of
-. air powsr in fAlashe which eventually produced something tangible.
The hisr Jepartment could not conslder favorably a bill which
4,,, "orovided for the pernanent station of a2 composite group,™ but
it did underteke te explore the possibilities of tralning Alr
Corps unite for operations in ylaskan weathor.2 One composite
squadron, it was felt, could profitably be given "the opportunity
for frequent treining In Alsska in all-year westher.” This modest
thought wes entrusted to a Ueneral Stalf committes which proposed
(27 August 1934) thet no action should be taken until s report had
beent recelved from tha Chlef of the Alr Corps on the regently com-
pletad Alaskan f1lisht. Colonel {now General) Arnold, leader of

the flight, raecommendsd:

.

A— TEEATIAL
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PThat an Air Base be established ss scon am practicable

at Fairbanks, Alaska. This base should be primarlly san

Advancs Supply Jepot upon which such tactical unita as

may be determined upon as being essntial to the alr

defensa of Alsska msy be based. The initial station of

the tactical unit sent to Alaske should be at this Base.

As the tschniqua of operations in sxtrems tamspsratures

is developed, other toctical stations should be de-

veloped at strategic points, such as Juneau, Anchorage,

Mome, Pt. Barrow, stc. . . . That, dus to the hasards

of the route to Alsska, uaits should not bs sent up

there annually., Rsther a Base should be installed .Sd

the proper units ststioned thers . . . permanantly.”

Roughly speaking, this report formed the basis for subseguent
planning.

On 11 July 1935 Major B. C. lookwood, G.S., Jth Corps Ares,
reported on Air Corps developments 1n Alssis, recommending that an
Infantry-Air Corps tesm should be formed, the principal function
of the sir slesent being te look aftsr the transportatiom of the
ground troops to thrsstened positions. Om this the Chief of the
Air Corps oommnted that the Initial nesd in Alasks was for an
Air Corps bass station and that an Infantry-Air Corps oombination,
and coordination with the Nayy, esuld be deferred until the base
had besn established. Hers sgein wea the germ of later controversy:
were the air units in Alaska to fulfill a function of p.lmary or
morely of secondary importance? In 1935, the smended Wileox 5ill
(4.R. 7022), providing for an Alaskan air base, becass law and
the problem of the bass fell into the hands of a War Department

apecial cao-ni.t.l'.«..‘l‘i
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As for the location of the Alsskan Alr Bawe, wost indications
pointed originally to Fairbanks. That ares suffered less from
heavy snow and thick weather than sy other fsasible looality,
at least on the seaward aide of the coastal range. Teamperatures,
it im true, ran lower at Falrbanks than further west, but were
less variable—s fact of subsequent decisive importance in the
establishment of oold-weather testing in Alaska., Furthermore,
Fairbanks nossessed s good military road (one of the few in Alasks)
connesting it both with cosstal ports and the Yukon River. It was
also the inland terminus for the Alaskan railroad. Finally, a
mmnicipsl landing field was slresdy in operstion thers, making
pioneering unmcoulry.s Other considerstlons pointed to the
development of the Anchorage arca as the sain operationsl base.
Though not located, like Fairbanks, in the center of the main
land mass, Anchorsge was mors centrally plsced with referenace to
possible opesrations in the coastal and Alsutian territories.

As the projJect developed it became incressingly evident that
one of the more inmediate jobs for the Alr Corps in Alasks would
be 0 operate an arctic proving ground for the testing, under
steadily severs cold weather conditions, of all sorts of alrcrafi
snd squipment. For this work, Fairbanks was ideally suited. The
logical solution in this instance became the one actually worked
out. The Alasksn air base was to be located in "the Anshorage-

-6 -
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Fairbanks area® with the msin operating base and facllitles in the
vicinlty of Anchorage and a cold-weather sxperimental station in the
¥ neighborhood of Fdrbank-.b

It was, however, one thing to plan the Alaskan air base, and
quite another to secure funds for ita tonstructien. The Nevy began
work in 1933 on a base at 5{tks, mnd, in view of surrent plans

which required the irmy Alr Corps te furnish aerlal defense for
. e Navy basos, the Alr Corps authorities bellisved an Alssksn sir base
necessary in order to fulfill its obligstions. Other items took
pracedesce in the 1938 and 1939 budgets and the hir Corps was
sdvised not to submit the project again exsspt on ground of urgent
. naueuit.y.? The question of necessity was raized in the 1939
Congrass by Repressntative Joe Starnss of dlabamse who declarsd
that he would opposs the installation of an air base in Alesks
- untll data was subaltied making clear, among other things, thae
military urgency of such a project. The question was & basic oae,
and reflected a prevalent insbility to viauslize the problea of
hemisphera defense in its totality. It also led to an offlcial

statement cn Alaskan air defenss, the first msde outside the War

¥

Deparinent itaself.
In & memo preparsd in reply, General Arnold pointed owt that

2

Alasia and the Hawallan Islands oconstituted the defensive outposts

of continental United Suun.s Strategically the lmportamnce of

R

(‘\, L tryy

o, VL
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the Alasksn-Alsutlan arex lay in the fact that It flanked on the

PR

north the Oreat Cirgle Houte between Seattle snd the Orlent, and

"1,. formad the apex of the Penama~Hawgii-hlasks triangls, Specifically,

that ares would provide hases for air reconnalssance patrols sand
1ight navel patrols in the Horth Paclific. Prompt selsure of
undefended sites in the Alaska sres might be expacted in svent

of war. Successful de’ense and ratentlon of projected navel or
2ir bages st Sitks, Kodisk, Unalaska, and hnchorags would render
hoatila opsration in the sres impracticabls. Such defensive
action would involwve nperations as [ar weal ss Kiska and as far
south ay Ketchikan. Thus the primary duty of Unlted States 2ir
powor in thiw arez would be to assial {n the defenss of allitary
and naval establishments and to support the Navy in the timely
iisoovery and destruction of hastile forces. In the fulfillment
of this obligatisn the Anchorasge-Falrbanks Alr BDase would become

s prime necsssity. Certain additienal factora vombined to em-
phasige this necessity. Though comuercial [lying had esteblished
1tsslf ax a vital slament in Alaskan lifse, existing Pields wera
ot nsable for military purposes. GCivilian Aeronsutica ¢ daini-
stration authorities sstimatuod that two ysars wers noaded to train
2 good ilaskan pilot. {onsaquently air forces could not be thrown
into the Territory on shert notlice, nor could military aireraflt be

operated without base facilities.

SN {\m;gmﬂﬁm
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The outhresk of torld War II cut short further deliberstions.

‘s

Funds wers appropriated and temporery fasilities plauned which were
~ made tvailsble by the fall of 1940.7

The year 1940 brought & new phasa in the growth of ilaskan
air power. From the beginning it had baan considered inevitable
that the inchorage-Falrbanxs base development would have to be
supportad by an extensive program of construction at various
strategic points including the aleutisn Islands.}® It was atill,
however, & mattar of debate Just to whai extent this scnstructiom
was mdvisable and vwhere it should be projected. It was also aa
open questlon what relationahip should exist betwsen Amy alr units
in Alssks and nsval and ground forces. The time had come when
I debaty on these lssues could not afford to last teo long. The
. American public had become balstadly defause-consolous, and it did
. not tade long for this newly conditioned publie opinion to discover

the strategic potentislities sxisting in the Aleutians. is rels-

tions betwasn the Unitod States and Ja,on detericrated, it bagan

to find expression in nuuercus articles in the public press, and
its force began to be felt in legislatian, In 1940 Congress
becams liberal in its appropriation of funds for tne development
. of the northern defenses, It was then up to the uar Jepartaaent,
to which the idea of Alasks's strategic importsnce had scarcely
.« - coine a3 a discovary, to make ap its mind on the extent and funotion

-0 -
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nf sir iastgllations In the Te'rritor;r.
Ia Ceptenmber of 1940,;515&5. Gan. Simon “nlivar Tuckner

inaugwrated & long discussion of Lhese issues.tt ks Comman ting

General of the Alas\a Delanse Command, he wos the logleal man to

do so, and it was owing In large part to his officas thut the Air

Corps wes adjasted to maet uaique clrcuustences and glven & Job

somewhol commensuratz with Lts abilities. Re\ri.ewing the chief
- dangaers of enany atiack he concluded thzi, however 1t might come
{and it could ctome cithsr from the morthwesbtern portion of Alaaks
through Failrbanics toward inchorage, or Irom the Aleutlisn causTiay )
it would ba essentinlly an alr attaci, Indesd, th: terrzin of
nlasks baingz what 1% was anl the highways so 1liaited, transporie-
tion by alr ie folt io be the only «Iffectlve means of rapld advance.
anticip.tiay » ccoriinated alr attack, he warn2d against hal f-way
Aeasures, againat the bullding of laniing flelds without proper
sarrison. ha in Yorvay and Holland, inadejuately lafanded ¢lr-
t1alds eould be s Iistinct 11ab1iity rather than otherwise. 2dequate
operating flslds adejuataly garrisonsd was, thes, Buckner's foraulae
for Alasken defenze. iithout minimizing the nee! for normelly
strong ground forces, he was impressad by the unique naturs of
flaskan ailitary operations: ™:ith the present and possible future
development of rir attaci and the use of perachute troops, tho

lefanz: of nlosks sssuses an sgpect differing materially froa our

- 10 -
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foruer concepts of defensive tactics. We now have three flanks,
one overhasd.™

In addition to the main supply base already projected at
Anchorage and Fairbanks, Buckner propossd s seriea of advanced
bases, a group of strategically located intermediate landing
flelds, and a chain of protected fields oconnecting Anchorage with
the continentel United States. In this way a cordon of fislds
would be created from which bombardment alreraft could ba min-
talned 25 n constant threat to any hostils sctlion in the Alaskan
or Aleutian areas. Construction would naturally have to be coor-
dinated with the CiA, already much more firaly established in Alaska
than the Alr Corps. 3ut some adjustment in priorities would have
to be made befors sxisting CAR construction plens could fit those
most desirable in the Interests of defenss.

After vonsultation with Marshall Hoppin, Alasken Superintendent
of Alrways for the CAL, General Buckner emerged with a clear-cut
propaul.m For firat priarity, s series of advanoed basss womld
be required from which "defensive and aggressive" bonmbing operations
could be conducied. These need not be olaborstely planned, pro-
vided a good runway into the pruvailing wind be bullt for each as
rapidly as possible. Nome, Bethel, Kodiak snd Unalaska wers the
bases selected. Since Unslakks lay too far from other bases and
since the habits of weather in those parts were generslly deplorabls,

-11 -
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an intermedista fisld in the region of Chignik would be needed,
In second priority csme the lntsrmedlste bases connesting the

¥ advarced bases with the muin ones at Anchorage snd Falrbanks.
These would serve na relay polints for fuel and bombs, as bad
weather smergency fields, and az stopplng places for short renge
sursuit ships. For this purpose Huby and McGrath were selecled,
Also in thls genersl priority csme cne or more chains of flelds

. - whlch would allow planes to relnforce the Alaskan units from bases
in the United States. Boundary and Big Delta were important
locabtions on the inlend route via Fhitatorse; Cordovs would com-
plete the cosst route from Yakutal to hnchorage; Gakona would act
. am & comnecting link betwasn the two routes. Another bese at

3 Naknesk, on the routes to Unslaska and Xodiak alsc came under

' second priority. Third priority was assigned to such locstions
as would improve the necessery skeletsl system aftar the latter
nad been established.

This was ssgentially the progranm Iinally implemented. But
cousidershle difference of opinion existed on one or two crucial
points. Theoretically the program presented 1ittle that was con—
troversial, provided the gppropriations and garrisons wers avail-
- ables hir defeasc of ilaska could not ba interpreted in meny other

wsys as far ss the mere location of bzses was concerned. The case

L of the proposed advanced base on Unalaske Island proved the only

-12 -
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real bone of contention--it and the intermedistes fields whoss pro-
Jected existence depended on it. The mission of the Air Corps in
Alesks was, according to the general plans at the time, “to defend
U.S. military and naval installations in Alaska, including Unalasia,
agelnst sea, land and alr attacls, and against sabotage; to deny
use by the enemy of sea and land buses in Alaska ond the fleutisn
Ialands; to support the Naw,,r.ls Protection of the naval Base at
Jateh Harbor becams thersfore a prime consideration in the folfili-
ment of this mission., But the Navy had grave doubts about any Army
establishment under circumstances such as those surrouniing the
island of Unalaska.
It was a highly debateble ilssus,lb involving principles of

strategic planaing important out of all proportion %o the extent

of the activitisg projectad. £t first it looked very much cs though
the accidents of geography would obviate any further diseussion of
the matter, for preliminary surveys of Unalaska proved the lsland
unsuitable for lznding fiald gonstruction. At Umnak, howevar, some
65 miles from Duteh Barbor, surveys indicated that such construction
wuld be faasible.l® To naval authorities it appeared that an Army
ailr base at Unnak would aerely put increased strain on sea communi-
¢ation, both for conatruction and protection, at a time when every
ton of shipping was a2t a preniuas and when the Navy could afford

to experdt ita strength on none but the most ssasential conwoy

-13 -
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missions. The cost of construction, which would be high, it was
felt would more profitably be axpended on the installations already
existing on Unalaska. Umnsk itself had no adequate harbor develop-
ment, & fact which would incrssse the difficultiee of sea communi-
cation. Furthermore, Usnak seamsed to naval critics toco far frem
Duteh Harbor to offar enough air protaction te warrant the nxpmc.l6
In short, air surveiliancs along the Aleutians was and should remain
& Navy function, to be carried on by tender-based planes. So
cogent was thair argument that the Havy authorities had just sbout
persunded the dar Department on this point..n

To the Army Alr Corps and to those in charge of the Army's
mlssion in Alasks, the picturs had another side. If the alr forces
in Alssia were to fulfill their mission of protecting the naval in-
stullations it seemed clesr that ihe Umax base would be sssential:
otherwize the Navy would have to protect its own installations at
the expanse of its primary niselon.l® But considerations over and
ahove lmmedlats protection of Dutech Harbor elso dictated air de-
velopment, of Umnak. 4 bese in the Alsutians would allow the army
bombers to commend a radius LOO milex grester than would be
possible from such en inland point as Chignlk, "a fsctor which
alght well prove decisive in the defense of Alaska."? Equally
lmportant, in & negative way, was tha fact that a site existed on
Umnsk which could sasily be axploited ax an advanced base by
hostile parachute troops, armed only witl. such tools as might be
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dropped for thelr use from aircraft. To Gen. John L. DeNitt,
. Commanding General of the Western Defense Command, this fact guite
" outwelighed the reverss argament that installations prepared by
| United States forces at Umnak and insufficiently garrisoned would
also beeoms a 11sbii1ty.?® It was the Army's job, in this instance
spocifically su Air Corps Job, to prevent snexy seisure of operat-
¢ ing bases abd useful cperating sites, and it sust bs considered sm

essontial objective to do »o.

Such in brief was the discussion. If the Aleutian besss had-been
sbandoned (and the Yar Jspartmsnt seemed willing at one point to do
Just that) plans would have bsen altered permanently and the Navy
sade completely responsible for the defense of the Alsutians. As
¥ it was, owing largely to the tenacity of GCemsrals Buckner and DéNitt,
- the issus remained alive. On ths insistence of the Navy Departaent
. - the Umnak project was lald befors the Joint Board for Mnu.a

Tinally, on 26 November 1941, it was spproved-—after something over
& year of dhmohn.zz
. The rest of the prograx prowked little debate. Ths other
advanced bases provided for defense of aress well beyond ths range
of Navy responsibility, ths only sxeeption being the landing fields
v at Kodlak and Sitks whers the probles consisted merely of local
jurisdietion.?3 The only sericus factor conditioning the enter—
; - prise was that of the funds available. Neither War Department

~15 -
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nor CihA allotasnta could possibly be made to extend se far as those
observers in Alasks, impressed with the urgency of the situation,
would have liked. War or Havy Departasnt funds wers fortheoming
for construction at those places most suitsble to the imnediate
needs of the armed forces, In sddition to installations at
Anchorages and Falrbanks, landing fields at letlakatla snd Yaiutst
werse undertsken by the lar Deput.nmt..z“ Thess fields owed their
importance to the fact that they provided the only feasible stopping
places on the coastsl alr route fromn PL. Lewls, Wash., to Anchorage.
The CAA program for 1941, lavolving $40,000,000 (Public No. 812,
76th Congress) ocontemplated wrk en 250 airports througheut the
United States and Alasks. The problem of prioritiea accordingly
becans one of the greatest importance. For Alxska it was determined
by the Permanent Joint Hoard on Defense, (anads-United States,
which favored the devslopment of air routes from the Unlted Stutes
to Fairbanks, Anchorsge and Kodisk. This gave high prierity to
those locations lying southwest of the sbove mentioned plates.

But the need for smergency landing fields, coupled with the problea
of cold weather testing in Alaska whers westher tonditions varied
vonsiderably, required a minimus of clasas 3 and & alrports through-
out the Torrit.ory.zs OUn 4 Janumry 1941 the Secretary of War
recomasnded that the CAA develop the following alrporis ss class 3
instalistions to meet military requiraments, in the following

- 16 -
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priority: Boundary, Big Delta, Juneaz, Cordovs, Ruby, Mome, Bethel,
i Gulkena, Mofirath, lllxl\'.nek.z6
* Further construction work, over zud sbove that originally
planned for the 10 CAA fields came up for discussion in the spring
of 1942, Brig. Gen. YWilllam O. Butler caphssized the immedliate use
of exiating CAA intermediste landing rields rather than the bullding
of new fielda or the provision of additional runway surfacing. By
. . that tims the threat of actual invasion had incressed to such an
sxtant that emergency faailities must be given ihe closest atten-
tion, JImmediate extension of runways to one nile where practicable
with equipment already on hand and st a cost of $2,220,000 con-
. stituted &all the sdditional worx roquirsd.27
¥ The Alaskan air defense provject necessarily sxtonded beyond the
- Territory itself. Indesd, one of the baaic problems underlying it
. " was thet of transportation uxl comsunication between Alaska snd the
United States. Until the herculesn task of bullding s highway from
the United States to Alasks could be sompletesd the Territory ws
v virtually isolated exsept for water and alr routes. The water
route up the west cossi of Canada was discouragingly slow ai a
time when speed was indicated, and it presented serious problems

to our marchant marine slready taxed beyond ita capacity by military
requirements elsewhere, The obvious solution to the transportatlon

a problem, for the time st least, was to establish a feasihle air
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route from the United States through Canads to Alaska., An air

. routs had already been in operatidn along the coast. But that
- Youtside" route, conceived in the days when the issues of military
csoperation batwesn the twe ceuntries wers not yet clear, pressnted
serious difficulties, sspecially with regard to weather. In the
fall of 1940 the Permanent Jolni Board on Defsnss rscommsnded
that ataging facilities be yrovided at Crand Pralrie, Pt, St.
John, Ft.. Nalson, Watson Lakas, iihitehorse, Frince George, and
Salthers which would form a hlgiway for the rapid transit of

) silitery sircraft betwesn the United Statos and Aluka.za

Later,
fislds wers added at Tolfino and Pert Hardy. By the spring of
1942 311 the fielda mmmtioned above weres reportad In various stages
7 of wnplction.z"
- As in most muargency projasts, thers sxisted In Alasis » con-
- . siderable lag between the planning and ths sxecution. Many ob-
stacles confronted the plannersy, but they ware mors than equalled
by the obstacles facing those whose task it was actually to eon-

. struct facilitles in arstlo and sub-arctic cmditio;za. These
difficulties affected not only the work of construction but also
tha entire logistical situstion in the north. To beglin with, plana

. had to be made and supplies;, personnel, ste, delivered on the

ground many months ahead of the time they were mctually to be used.

- 18 -
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The summer months wers the working months and every ainute of
that time had to be utilixed if valusble tine, equipment, and
personnel ware not to be nasted.jo For lesser joba, or construo-
tion alresdy well on ita way, it was possible to work during tem-
porstures sometimes a3 low as Iifty degrees below sero, but only
st the expense of thawing practically all tocls and materiale
bafore using. Even then, the short hours of daylight frustrated
any attempts at consistent work. Even in the suzmer months the
Alaskan terrain and the Alaskan westher refused to cosparats fully.
In some areas, particularly along the southern and western coast-
line and In the Aleutiane, the rainfall resched st times unmenage-
&ble proportions, in placee fully three timss that of the eastern
United States. And then there was the muskeg, a spongy mssas of
sccumulated roots, moss, sta., often seversl fest desp and quite
boggy unleas 1':«:):0!'1.31 In many places it was lupossible ts con-
struct the usual hard-surfsced f'leld because often it was necessary
to build on glacisal frost which required peculiar handling and
presented never-ending problemss of maintenance, 22

Above all there was the prublea of transportatlon. Construc-
tlon in the north required a trsaendous volume of equipment and
supply, & negligible o-roportion of which wes on hand or could be
procured in the Terrliiory. The result was that a good deal morse

cargo had to be carried to Alaska than there was shipping or air
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transportation to carry it. Unless equipment could ba flown in,
there remained the prodiglous job of transporting it from the
porty to the Inland airfialds, work usually done by tractors and
sleds in the winter and barges in the asuwser where locations
happenad to ba ppen to river trarfic.3? This basic transportation
problaa remasined in spits of efforts to construct usable highways,
axtend rall facilities, and increase air transport service, M
Another difficulty beseiting the construction work lay in
tha confusion of agencies responsible for it. In Detember of
1940, General Buckner complalned that, although 2 general policy
existed to coordinate CAA construction with military requirementas,
and “in spite of every effort tomard coordinstion here, 1t appears
from the instructions snd counterinstructiohs received from
Washington by lr. Hoppln . . . that thers 1s 3 lack of propsr
coordination Ll Washington betwean the Viar lepartment and the
GM.“B 5 Ax for the construction undertakan dlrsctly by the Yar
Japartment, there existed some confusicn in the faet that only
slowly, not uatil nearly the niddle of 1942 in fact, was it placed
under direct control of the military suthorities in the ares,
Previously it had been ecarried on by an assistant Distriet ingineer
who reported to tha Seattle District Zngineer Office rather than
to Genaral Buckner. ivistion sngineering battalions furthernore

wore not directly responsible to ths Air Force commander, a situation
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. unlike that pertaining to any other ’t.heat.ar.36i
-+
¥ It is not surprising, then, that progress in the bullding
- program was not so rspid az had been planned or could have been
wished.3T Col. D. V. Gaffney, Commanding officer of Ladd Field,
in a latter to the Alr Inspector shortly after Fearl Harbvor,
referred to the development of service type landing {ields in
' Lloska as 2 desperste problem, the solution to which mipht very
. . well coae too lat.a.aa In digrah 1942, Ha). A, C. YMcKinley remsrked
that the defense of Alasks depended upon en adequate air force
) for whieh suitable operating flelds ware st the time non-sxistenmt,
only five being available for immediste use.3?
;
- . L[]
N
&
]
. - 2l -
- S5 UDENTIAY

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ﬁ
il NI
CHAPT4R II
THE PROSLEM OF ALASKAN AIR DEFENSE, 1941 to JUNE 1942

By the fall of 1941, the broad lines of policy had been
affectively sstablished as far as the physical facillities for the
alr defense of Alaska were concerned. Owing largely to the rising

' nsenace of Japan, aetlon for certain vital issuos had been grestly
sccelerated. During the summsr manths of that year smwther fundmmen-
tal issue aross, namely, how, in the face of increesing danger and

- insdequate alreraft production, the new bases weres to be garrisoned
and equipped. Here again the baasic concept of air operations was
profeundly affected. Conflicts arose which were only resolwed

- U7 the Japaness themsslves when they mided Dutch Harber and

' occupliad the outlying Alsutians in Juns of 1942,

s In 3 senss the isswe had sxisted all along. The Usnak projeot

. in particular had rested on the ssguption that an airfiald in the
) vieinity of Duteh Harbor ceuld be prepsrly garriscned. Some doubis

had been raised on tha% point, but mainly they centersd on the
diffionlties of supply and commmnloatlion when both dependsd om an
slresdy over-taxed Nevy and Mprohant Marine. Bat it hed alee
been taken for granted that, given the facilitiss and the emsrgensyy:, - 7:™
the men and planse could smshow bs prodused. Cartainly th first g‘; o

: I;ZE}'&'Q«‘E\(;
L step in a program of air defense was {0 build airfields. JNow, e
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howaver, the amergency seemed closer than ever, the reserves of
alreralt were still inadsquate to meei the demand from sll areas
of defense, and it was seriously debated whether the danger of
offering unprotected fislds to an enemy who could wish for
nothing batter would outweigh the strategic advantages of having
advanced operating bases.

Nnce again the Alsutisns proved to be the principal stora
canter, confusion and divergence of opinion hovering over them
like their own pereanial overcast. The reascn for this debate 1s
claar encugh. The old theory of Alasakan refense had bsen built
up around the Seward-/nchorage aress, supplemented by the joint
A ray-Navy lefense of Kodimk. ©Such 8 scheme had ths virtue of
enphasizing the defense of the Alasken mainland, which was after
all Intrinsically the mnat valusble part of the northern possessions.
Control of the North Pacific hsd naturally been considered a
function of the Navy, operating from bsses st Kodlak and Dutkh
Harbor; and the Aleutian Islands naturally came into this same
catagory except for the ground and air support neccassry for locsl
proteoction from sebotage or surprise raids. 1f, then, limited
airorsft production ilndicated that some areas would have to be
left without protection from ths Army Air Corps, &t would be
bettar %o ebandon the Lleutisns than to risk hostile actlon on

the meinland itself. There was, therefors, s teadency to considar
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the Aleutisns as primarily s Navy sphers of operstions with ground
troops and air units—if necessary, ground troops alone-—in a
wupperting role only. This viaw of the problem stemaed from the
days when Alaskan defense was essentially a passive defense, »
mere policing of territory which it would have been rash to leave
unprotested., ith active operations in the offing, consideration
of offensive action had to be taken into acoount, and it was per—
fectly clear thut any such aggreseive defense would, under Alasksn
conditions, have to depend meinly om tha striking power of ground-
based aviation, There wuas slsc the possibility, still very mach
in the distence, of full-scale sffenslve actlon against Japan via
Alsake, These sonsiderations made it of vital iLmportance to keep
controk of e Aleutisns, st least as far ss Jutoh Harbor, and
prefersbly in their entirety. It was pointed out, for example,
thet if tdteh Harbor were lost the United States would virtually
iose control of tha mti:;- porthisrn part of Alaska. In this

case ‘the importance of the Seward Peaninsula and any ferrying

neutralised, since cperations in the north and west still depended
malnly on supply deliversd vla the Pagific and Bering ses routs,

whieh in turn depended on ths ability of the United States Nsvy to

1
oparate fresly in the Alwaatian ares.
— Al v N
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- So & dilewss faced the War Departasnt snd air forcs planners.
- Dutch Harbor must be proteacted. To protect Uutch Rarbor demanded
- alrfislds in the nesrer Aleutian Islands. If such fields were
k sstablished they must be sdequately gerrisoneds As things stood
in December 1941, it appearsd iapossible to do so. If not ade-
quately gsrrisoned they would be a liability and should be aban-
doned and destroysd. To abandon them would leave the naval base
- seriously unprotected. The problem sesmsd logicslly inscluble.
But in wartime the Aray cahnot afford to follow an lapasse L0 1ts
logleal conclusion, Therefore, action had to be taken sither to
eoncentrate ths air garrison around the Anchorage-fodisk ares dad

Isavs the Alentians to the Mavy, the ground forces snd the Jaspanese,

re

or to complete work on Umnak, Cold Bay und Port Helden, and stock

- them with whatever sjuipment could be taken from other projeets.

"

¥hich side was taken depended on whether the partlculsr iadividual
or agency believed Alasks and the Aleutisns, under sxisting eir-
cumstances, to bhe a thuta‘r primarily of air operations, potentially
offensive in strategical importance, and of consequent high priority

in the allocatlon of slrceraft, or an area mainly of passive defense,
primarily dependent on the protection of naval and ground forces,
- and therefors of relatively law alr priority. Naturally, there

wore fow observers whe would not have increased Alaska's air

-~ 25 .
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garrison to the utmost consonant with the requiresents of other
theaters. 3o in a sense the decision ultimately came to depend
on the individusl conviction regarding the relative lmportance of
air power in Alasks as compared to alr power in the other thestars.
Given x dearth of -lanes, in other words, the answers given to
the probles of the air gurrison were conditioned by a number of
very basic preconcepticns--pons of which was likely finally to
be vindicated or disproved until the Japenese took the initlistive.
The basic plans, lald befors Pesrl Harbor, mide it clear that
Alaskan defsnse was sasentially s Navy function, with support from
air and ground forces at those points where coastal installations
had to be protected from ralds of one zort or anot.hor.z This
peint of view differed sharply from the ons adopted by the Alr
Corps Yar Plans Division which was that "In the defense of Alaska,
the opsrations of Arny Air Forces are likely to play the dominat-
ing role. Certainly the interception and destruction of eneny
forces by Army Alr Forces will be at least ms important as naval

oparations. w3

In November 1941, the “resident ordered Alr Corps
commanders to coordinste thair planz so as to support the lavy.a
This smphaxis on' the position of the Navy in Alaskan defense seems
to have gone hand in hand with an emphisis on the creation of
ground force garrisons,s the assumption pparently being that with

the Navy primarily responsible for patrolling the northern coastal
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water, the prineipal function of the Airmy was to guard the ecastal
installations from hostile landing and to provide fighter planes
" for short-range interception of bombing raids. In this way the
air forces took second place not only to the Havy but to the
ground forcss. Such was not, however, the policy of Genersl
Deritt, Commanding General of the Western Defense Command, who
falt that "Our mere establishment. of Army garrisons im Alsska
v with no means for them to know whst may lis over the horison, dees
ot conform to any known principle of strategy, navel or -mw-y."6
It was repestedly pointed cut that ground troopa in Alasks, where
transportation facilities wore ganerally lacking, would be tied
ta one spot and oould be used for local defanss only, except, of
course, for large-scale sea-borne offansive mtian.7
- Prior to 7 Decsnber 1941 such indeciaion as existed regarding
. the function of the Army Air Forces may have growm ocut of a natural
uawillingness to make large comitments to an outlying area when

enemy plans and capabilities had as yet been unexplored. On

2T October General Detiitt held serious invasion of Alaskan terri-
tory ilmprobable. Yet, sinoe the middle of the ysar, it had becoms
apparsat that the Alaskan ares, and Dutch Harbor in particulasr,
constituted a threst to Japan second only to Vladivomk.s Sone
sttack in the north might therefore ba sxpected and reporta of

. unidantified and potentially hostile craft in the coastal waters
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confirmed that opinion., It was not until Pesarl Harbor, however,
) that the timing or nature of such an sttsck could enter seriously
- into calculations,

After the enemy had given unmistukable evidence of his inten-
tions and had demonstrated scmething of his nethods, considerasbly
wre atbention was given to providing sdequate air defenses for
Duteh Harbor and Fodlsk. Thare was even resson to belleve that

. Dutch Harbor had been included in the original plans for the
general attack on 7 Decmmber.9 Prom that dste a destructive rald
on the main defense installations became not a possibility but a
virtual certainty. General Marshall wrote to the President on
21 January 1942 as follows:
We have bsen anticipating at any moment »

T “destructive reid" on this region, especlally st Duteh

.o Harbor where our state of preparations iz far {from

5 complete. Also there iz the hasard of the destruftion
. - of bvarrscks, storzhouses, etc., at both Xodlak Island
and Anchorage, which would involve a difficult situs-
tion in the winter period. As most of the construction
is frame and of a temporary nsture, it pressenis &
serious fire hazard. . . . As &8 later development,
I conslder it probable that if Japanoss successes in
other areas relcass ships and troopa, & positive effort

toward sctual ocegsat.inn of our Alaskan bases will be
undertaken, « « «

Ha than adds, significantly, "Our greatest difficulty has bsen te
. get sufficient nuaber of bombar and pursuit planes into Alaska."
Thle was to be the main factor conditioning the formetien of plans

T in thess esrly months of 1942, lost obasrvers, including thoss
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. in command of Army sotivities on tne Pecific Cosst, considered Alaska
to be in large part, If nob principally, so sir defense problem.

L] General Buckner, on hearing that tue Alsscs Jefense Command was te
be reinforced by additionsl ground troops without any immediste ocom—
plemont of air Corps units, romarxed (24 July 1941,): "Under preseat
conditions, I would rather navs an additionsl hesvy bombardment
squadron than a division of ground troops. The time $0 strixe hostile

. expeditions ia when their trocps are crowded in transports saad their
planas on the decxs of the carriers.¥ He sdded that General Deditt
was of similar Opinion.ll lat on the one hand planes were mot available
in sufficient quantities to gaard even the muinisnd bases, and en the
other hand ground forces had aiready been sssigned to ilasian defecise

_" in nusbers great soough to plece on theam ithe maln responsibliity in

- mAny places. Jo, whareas ground garrisons were in most inastances on

- the spot, providing esseutial ovsst artillery, sati-sireraft, asd

infantry proteation, the air garrison remained & topic for q:.trii:.od

debate.

Uengral Buckaer led the "progressive party" in this debate. Ip
January of 1942 he advoceied the use of hlasks ss & bese for aggressive
action sgainsi Japan, envissging uluimate cooperation with Ruah.lz
- With this in aind he sdwosted net only the immediste reinforceasnt

of the ilasikan air garrisos, bub the construction of temporsry !u.ciliti.u

» for & larger air force tnan that considered necessary for immediste
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dofmc.n The first of these proposals he considered essential

at once. "Thers is not at the present time,” he wrote oa 3 Janusry
* 194<, "a single up-to-date fighting plane in the Alssia Defense
Command," The largeat alr force that could be put into the air teo
meet i atback he estimated to consist of "seven cbeolescent mediom
bosbing planos and sixteen equally outisoled pursuit planea.“lh
hAccordingly he recommended reinforcement to the extent of two
. squaurons, medium boabardasnt; two aquadrons, heavy bombardment;
tvic squadroas, pursuit lnterceptor; one squadron, hsavy racoanaisssnce;
onu transport syuadron; anl appropriate service and adainistrative
units. He further argued that, although the above force was the
aininuz requirsd for "passive defense against alhor ralds” and
could be accomacdaled iamediztely, If only in iLants, for Alaska
v the maximum needs should bs Lexan into consideration bscause the
probtlows of transportuilon and supply prevented easy reinforcemsnt

in time of cuergeacy. Ahd nmaxisua needs depended on plans laid

for the mors dlstant future when, he hoped, the stratsglie possi-
bilities in ilasks vould be explored in an agyresslve campaign
azainst Japan., "To look on Alaska seraly ss a territory to be
defended and to contemplate that air forces consigned to Alaska
bo usad only for pessive defense ignores the strategic pesition
of this territory as 4 potential hase for offeusive expeditions.”

* But it would be essentlal to any such plan that thase flelda be

[ ']!’\!
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stocked prior to use. Such astion, General Buckner felt, weuld
lend flexibility to curremt air operations as well, without oon-

stituting a drain on combat nli.t.s.ls In both thess proposals he

was fully backed by Cenersl pensse, M8

General DaéNitt, in fact, had been engaged since 18 July 19Al
in a2 dogxged effort to presect the air nseds of Alaska to » Yar
Departaent which st the time had other things on ita liﬂl-r? He
had been crdered to plsa faetlitie for whatever reinferaing avistisn
in units ani nmbers he sonsidered necessary in event of hostlile
sction, but he had been cautisned at the ssme tims that no addi-
tional eombat aviation seuld be suthorised for Alasia "for some
tise.® Hevertheless, be believed thst the diffioulties of
Alaskan flying asde ssssotial the designation of rd.n!‘ordn;' wnits
and their training, st least for ssasidsreble perjods, under
Alsskan oonditions. He further dongidered that Alasia was an
ares o0 likely te be atbacked and mo dependent on airersaft for
its defense that 1t should be giwen priority ocver othsr threstened
aress. He stressed perticularly the wulnerability of Usak. The
Far Departsent had replied (156 September 1941) that nothing mere
vould be done on that score until the necessary alroraft hecame
availsble: atmmm’mmmmmvummu

19

where attack might be fesred. How after Pearl Harboer, though

less concerned than General Buciner with the stretegic pessibilities
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for offensive action, Déliltt continued to urge the immadiate rein-

foreing of Alaskan air foroes even at the expense sf other thntorl.zo

¥

- The War Department did not ses the 1lssue exactly from the above
point of view. Taken by itself, the Alaskan situstiion sesmed clear
enough. "This 1s one helluvs air force that you have up in Alasks,”
wrote s high-ranking officer in hesdquarters on 2, Decembar 1941 te
another in chargc?l But compared, as the har Uspartment had to
compare it, with the situation in the other thesters, the situation
in Alaska oould hardly be given top priority, no matier how serious
it was potonti.my.zz
The deciding point was of course lack of alrcraft even for those
areas most urgently in need of thea. Ais for stocking sdvenced bases
* in anticipation of their evantual use in sggressive sotion, this
i wags unfavorably considered (26 Mareh 1942). Any such project
- would have to walt until 2 basic decislon was reached regerding
the strategic rovle of Alsska. The uitimate strength of the Alaskan

Air Fores would depend on whather Alaska were to be used as a base
for offensive action and, if defense oaly wers contemplated, whether
plans should bs based on mesting s ssjor or s minor attack. Plans
current at the time placed the coastal frontier of Alasia in
- Category of Defense "C" (minor attack probable) except Unalasia to
- which (ategory "D" (may bo subject to major sttack) applied.
) Acoordingly the iszmediste problem was “the organisstion of the
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ground forces to repel Lspending category 'D' attask witheut

adequate asr protection."” The eventusl development of the ad-

vanced bases for offensiwe action would have to walt until “air

and sea forcea are sufficiently sugmented to Justify such sctieon. w3

General Duckner continued to press his point, sven to coop-

ersting with the Commsnder, Alasken Ssctor, 13th Kaval Distriet,

in the formulation of suggested plans for joint Army-Navy action

2 Lgseia falled
to respond %o any overtures involving the use of Siberian buoa,25
and that, of course, effectively snawered Bucimer's proposal as
far as imsediate planning was concernsd., To the Comaander~in-
Chief of the iinited States Fleot it seened insdvisable in any
case to axpand the aviation facilities in Alaska hecause they wers
alresdy "well in advance of the availability in the present situa-
tion of air forces to operate therafrom." iorvover, he felt,

- slthough Alaska was wulnerable to attack, a landing in Alssxa
would be "a costly undertsking, uwnproductive of immedlate results.”
He locked for little snemy action "sxcept for minor submarine or
air raids.” In short, he argued that until such timse as Russla
might be willing to permit the cperation of United States aireraft
from bases in Siberia, extensive developasnt of aviation facilities

sithout proper alr garrison would be a liability to the United Sutu?é

. -133 -
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Agenciss within the Amay Alr Forces itselfl tosk a similarly
conservative view of the role to be alloted to the air forees inm
Alaskan defense. The Yar Plans Division went even farther thmn
the Commnder in Chief of the flest. To that agency the ploture
as of 15 Februwry 1942 sesmed something like this: Curreat plans
were to concentrate air defense in the Anchorage-Xodisk areas, con-
sidersd to be the most vital and most vulnerable targets In Alaska,
The squipwent then on hand was not even sufficient to defend these
limited areas; the Commanding Ceneral of the Western Defense Commnd
had allocated five squadrons to Alssia, to be on hand thers by
June of 1942 for use mainly in the defense of Kodiak and Anchorage,
with possibly z few planes to be stationed at Ladd Fleld, Fairbanke.
When the Usnak and Cold Hay projects were completed in the coming
summer, it would be necessary to defend thom, But without air
force enough to protect the inchwrsage-iodias ares it would be
foolish to try to defend Umnak and Cold Bay. Consequently, unless
additional aircraft could be zads availables, work should cease on
whatever construction work had not progressed vory far, such as
projecoted Air Corps installetions at Dutsh Harbor, and the nearly
complete bases st Umnak and Cold Bay should be mined for lmmediate
destruction in case of attack. For thls purpose it was urged that
demolition units should be present at all times. It was carefaliy
peinted out that fMailurs to recognise the valus of the Alsskan amd
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v hleutian buses wes not the reason for allocating only five squadrons
) to that territory. The cause was twofold: first, no other fir
Corps units were avuilable; second, available shipping could berely
maet. the requirements of the ground and alr forces already in
Aluka.m
This was the situation facing Genersl Déitt who nevertheless
continuad to ask for additional sircraft. He had narrowed his
. requeats to a single pursuit squadron with which he bellioeved he
could defend Dutch Hurbor. But comaitnents elsewhaore, Hawall,
Panama, the Far East, the various task forces, the defense theaters
in the United States, even the need for pursait units in operational
' training uwnits, prevented additiona) allocations to Ahakl.m Deiist
. finally wes forced to send s squadron of F-38s which would relsass
a squadron of P-L0s Jor duty at Ummak. By May idth, then, pro-
- vision had been made for the use of one pursuit squadron at Umnak,

- though at the axpense of units already scarce enough in the Hestern
29

Defense Command,
Heanwhile Brig. Cen. William O, Butler had taken over command
. of the Arsy Air Forces in Alaska, had masde a thorough study of
the litmtion,m and oh 22 March subaitted a plan for reianforcing
- the Alaskan &ir units which provided a compromise sclution to the
problea. He recognized that tha permanent garrison assigned to
A Alaska was inadequate to afford propar defenss, that it was

-35 -
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impracticsble & the time for the War Department to inerease it, and

.‘{

that 2ir inatallstions in Alaska and the Aleutisns must be held

¥

- st any rzssonable coast. Ae¢cordingly he requested that reinforcing
sombat squadrons be lesignatced for emergency movememt to Alsska
as soon as facllitiss wers roady to houso tham should ths need
arise. Hy 1 June 1942 he sstimated that facilities would be
available for s total of 22 squalrons, by 1 August, a totsl of
. . 28-.thess totals including the 5 already nssigned. As clrcumstances
x8de it possibls to increame tia ynits perganently assigned, the
anuiber of rsinforcing squadrons could be correspondingly reduced.
Only the air echelons of combat units and the alr and command
schelons of haadquarters squadrons would bs provided for in the
- bousing plan. Services at airdromes would be supplied by detach-
- ’ ments fron air base units nlready in Llaska. General Butler wes
. - sven willing to accept units whose equipment was not fully winter-
izad, for operationa could be carrled on at halfl the Alaskan flields
et all times with unwinterized equipment and at the rast of tha
" fislds from 1 ¥arch to 1 Homber%l The plan was an emergency
measure only and represents an effort to meset a dangerous situation
with such imperfect expedlents aas could be found in a short time.
- It also respresents an adunission that reinfercing combat units for

the time being would have to bs based in the United States as part

el N - e W
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- of the foree defonding the Hest Coast. Some controversy had taken
place on that polot. Clearly it was preforable to have units om
- the ground and trsined in Alsskan conditions than to bring thea in

at & moment's notiea.jz

3utler hoped to get sround that 4lffiowltsy
by providing that the comsand and air echelons of designated uniss
shoul.d make regular trainlag trips to Llasks and becoms sspecially
faniifisy with the particular Installation to which they were to ba
v e sent in case of trouble. This plan recelved general approwsl,
except that only twe groups (the 42d Bombarduent Group, Medium,
and the 55th Pursult Groun, Interceplor) wers eermarked for
service in Alaska, both salectsd from the forces of the Western
Defense Goumd.ja
.- As 3 result of the efforts of Gensrals Da7itt and Dusler, it
was possible to meet the Japanese with ai least one sguadrom of

. pursuit alreraft, and at least some preparations had been nede to

reinforce the Eleventh Air Forss.

Parallel to the problam of geguring aireraft ran that of
sstablishing an adequste air warning service. Oncs again lack of
the necessery squipsent and comaitsenta to arses and task forces
of higher priority proved the deciding factors. Agsin the plans
for Alaskan defense were radically affactsd, and in qich the same
way. Briafly the story is this. Ceneral Buckner had glven
» conslderable thought to supplomenting the air defense of Alssks
. with radar installetions, and had svolved on paper a comprehensive

r
- -
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. not to say complicated, system of detector statlions ani filter

v ]
- centers constituting & "cordon” screen of radar equipment for the
- protection of the Aleutian Islands as well as of the Xedlak,

3

Zevard and Ancliorage areas, This plan had been spproved in
substance and authority granted to sub=-allot nesessary funds

for constructlon and equipmnt.” Like hla plan for aggressive
action in ths Alaeutlans, this plan had tha virtue of strategical
vialon, but 14 left out the factor of inadequats equipamti, then
chronically effecting all defenss activity., The plan had received
its approval on 3 Jdcasber 1941 ; and in the courss of time radar
sabs would probebly have bheen made zvallable, But ths outhrsak

of wor changed the entire plcture sand aade it nucessary to allot

preclous rddar equipment o teax forces more lmmedistaly 1o nesd
of 1t than were tho Alaskan defenses 3t that time. With drastle
- raduction in procurable radsr sets went corrasponding curtailment
in plens. In Jenuary of 1942 General TeTitt express«l hls alerm at
the state of the Alascan salrcraft warning service, pointing to the
fact Shat, of the projected 20 fixed detsctor stations, oaly thres
partial sets and only s saall nucleus of personael had been pro-
vilad. He warned especially of the increased danger of surprise
attacks creatod by this sit,mst..".cm.36
The Director of Air Defense in Narch made it clesr that the
scheme of Alaskan aircraft warning would have to be ressst on the

basis of 10 sets rather than the originally planned 20, This, 1%

S,
e
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was stated, wuld involwe spesifiec alteration in the entire Alaskan

. defenss plan, for witheut s proper early warning sersan, it would
- be netessary Lo oconcentrate the oombat avistion in sertain central
and vilnerable loocations rather than to dispersse them to mwore
outlying fialds where attasks might firet be expected but which
would not be of such strategls ﬂlu.B" S50 the same answer was
given to the problem of imadequate radar equipment as to that of
limited sircraft allocations. In arder to meke ths Dest use of
the equipment that could be secured, it should be conceatrated at
the strategic bYbase areas near Anchorage snd Kodiak. Some AVS
coverags should be given to Fairbanks, though no ocombat aviatien
was to be stationed there. Only losal ground dsfense should be
< provided for the other alidromes snd staging fields, with speeial

- wphasis on sntlaireraft artillery, and the landing facilities
+ - should be prepared for demnlition in case of attack. This some-
what defeatist, if realistic, plan sppsrently anticipated the land-
ing of sneay forces at ones or nore of the ocutlying flelds, for it

. was pointed out that centrally located bombdra could be prepared
at any time to bomb sny airdrome occupied by the enemy, aad that
dispersion gould be affected by moving the bembers out to flelds

- not otcupled by the ow.m

Securing personnal) for the Alaskan bases snd airfields for-

s tunately did not present as great difficulties as proouremant of

T
oM O \!
ny
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materiel. Trained permnnol oould scarcely be described as a glut
on the mariket in the early months of 1942, And Genersl Butler did
- not recelve as many as he thought the Alssikmn situation required.>?
But a shortage of experismced officers and the training of
personnel, especially those om flying atatus, for Alaskan ser-
vices were the sost serious problems facing those in charge ef
personnel.
< . To supply snd service the alr forces in Alaska reguired a
great deal of planning. FPrior to tha establishment of an ailr
Service Commend for Alsska (it wes activated, 30 July 1942), Alr
Corps supply, as well as that comson to both alr and ground
forces, hed besn requisitioned through normal Swrvices of 3upply
] chenpels and provided by the Sesttls Port of EsbarkstionA® It
bhad beem customary to conowntrate supply at a sentrsl point with
. the ides that it should be distributed to ocutlylng flslds shenever
the need should ariss. This plan hal provoked conslderable
eriticism on the ground that it treated Alasks ss a defeasive
rather than as an offsasive sector in which oonsiderstions of
transportatien, flexibility of defenss, and dispersinon of vital
materiel ull pointed toward s decentralized a:tt.u.u Both Genersl
Buckner and Germral Butler hoped to stock the outlying bases well
K in advince of thelr uss in «n amgency.m
. In order to set up an adequate and decentralized system of

“ . alr supply, it was necessary for the iir Corps te provide ite cwm

lw‘.,,u.cl ;btrizlAL
- AD -

\;‘
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

administrative machinery, and it was in recognition of thia faot
that Germral 3utler, in FPebruary 1942 rscommended that an Alr
Service Command be organised for Alaska with suitsble headquarters,
depot. groups, and sub-depots to provide service facillitiss for the

air ﬂ:x-mu."3

In March he reguested that an Alaskan Air Depot be
established. "In view of the pressat shortage of supplies and
incresasing requirements,” he wrots, "it is mandatory that aome
provision be made to maet thase roqulr-anu.u‘ The Air Service

Command requested as equipment for its proposed Alaskan wing, two

sub-depots at the two main f1alds (Zimenderf and Ladd), ons depot

group, and all the services to maintain en alr force in Alasks and
slong the staging poinis and ferry stope through Cansds, Alaska and
the Alsutian Islands. It plannad specifically to stoeck 18 flelds
with equipment which 1t calculated would be rsady for shipmeat to
Alasks at varfous datos during April and May 1942.%% on 1 April,
suthority was granted to begin construction of a 1200 unit alr
depot at Anchorage, squipped to handle 3d and ith echelon mainte-
narics for thres combat groupa.“’
Unfortucately, most of thess plans aould offer littls coanfort
to thoss who were called upon Lo cops with the Japansse on 3 June.
The XI Air Service Command was not activated uatil the end of July,
and depot facilities begun late in the spring wers naturally not

ready to function by midsummr. The only air depot group (the 6th)
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avallable for Alasks could not be transferred Mm:.u And

it was found that no shippimg could be provided beforse August fer
the suppliea which the ASC hed intanded to send by 1 June to the
18 Alaskan ﬂclih.ks
Tranaportation constituted the worst bottlensck in awpply as
in other factors sffecting the Alaskan situation., In Februsry of
1942, Ceneral Butler estimated that water traneport avallable for
carrying supplies from the United States consisted of 20 vessels,
totalling 85,000 tons. The trip took a moath. The garrison
present in Alaska at the time required 90,000 ship tons per month.

The answer was ohvlons."’

Air traensport would have te be expanded,
and, if allitary transports were not available as requested,
commercial sirlines would have to be utiliszed. Contracts had

been made by both the Alr Service Command and the Ferrylng Command
with Pan-kmerican, Morthwestern, and United Airlinu.m When the
aerisis finally mstarianlised im June, the ADC pressed into serviee
practically every transport plane that happened to enter its ares
of jurisdiction; and a grest effort was made to imtresse the volume
of regularly sontrasted transport service to the Tcrrit.ory.sl Though
neitber the Alr Service Command nor the Yerrylng Command had been
fully organised for work in Alaska by the middle of June, they

had both done pioneering work in that direction and had worked out

tantatively the ®oundaries of their respective responsibdilities

- k2 -
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v with regard to transport sctivitiss. The former was to look
after the transportation of tecimical supplies, the latter of
aiveraft and strategical supplies. Thaey wars to work in civse
relatioaship with each other and be of mutual usht&mc.sa Yot
even with additional alr transport service, the problas remalned.
The incrsasing threat of invasion and especislly the actual out-
break of hostilities necessitated an incrsase in the volume of
- 'ouppl: roquired for Alaske which more than kept puce with the
incrsased shipping available. 3
Mot far short of the transportation problem, as a hindrance
to the orderly development of Alagkan air defenses, came the commnd
situation into which the air unitas were placed. Prior to the es-
» tablishment on 17 October 1941 of the iir Force, ADC, no cemtral
air comzander existed in the Alaskan Defenss Comaand, and so no

. ugency was responsible for coordinating the sctivities of the alr
- base and the combat air force. The bass was under the direct

control of the post communder at Fort [ichardson; and the combat
group cane directly under the Commanding Censral, Alasxa Defense

. Commmnd, "The logisticel plan was, therefore, always out of atep

with the tactical snd, in fact, there was no logistical plan for

sir oparations for the reason that the Post Commander had no respon-

. sibility for cutlying poets or alr operstions throughout the terri-

) tory."5% Under Lt. Col. E. S. Davis, san sxtemporized Alr Forve

r . Hendquarters was created to head up the 28th Group and the Alaskan

-
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Lir Base.?” Colonel Davis was, howsver, sadly handicopped by a
lack of sxperienced cfficera. The only onass avallahle had to bae
taken from the combat units, themselves short of key parsonnel.

Even with a headquarters of their own the Lir Corps troops
wers in an anomalous position in relation to the ground forces
under the ADC. The more the Alaskan military situstion was studied,
the more it becmas evident thaet the importance of the air forces
¥as out of propértion to thelr strength, whether sxisting or planned.
As a rsesuli of the very difficult trensportation, ground troops
werse boun;l to thalr bases, comaltted to passive defense only. The
air units, on the other hand, were cocpable of 1) the flexibility
nucessary for active defense in the Territory. But their relatively
snall numbers and scanty equipment led local commanders to overloek
their requireasmis in faver of the much wore numerous ground troops.
Cne observer, writing early in Uscember 1941 said that ths impreasisn
he had received when visiting Army installations was that the defense
ef A].alk; rested in the hands of th: ground forces with the alr
forces playlng a secondary role.’® To soms 1t seened advisable
to plucs an air generzl over the entire Alaskan Defenss Command,
and maite hin responsible directly to the Chisf of the MF.37 To
all-—at loast to all Air Corps obssrvars--it was absolutely essen-

tial to have a capable air officer placed in charge of sir activity
in the Tcr:-ltm'y.58
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General Butler { then Colonel Butler} was the man picked to
head the new air force when oh 5 February 1942 the Alssimn Air
Force was designuted the Eleventh Air Force (thsp 1lth Air Ferce).
Genaral Butler, though personslly in the closest cooperation with
Genersl. Juckner, found himself in & general comuand systea little
if at 1l improved by the creation of & eeparste air forcea, The
nornel choln of command involved reuting everything through the
hoadquarters first of the ADC and than of the V'DC, Lefore it
reachad Cencral Headquarters, ashington, In addition, coordine~-
tion had to be affected on certuin points between the Hlavanth
hir Force Headquerters and the Commnder, U. 3. Favy, Task Force
#8, and slso with the Cih. Then there was the peculiar position
of Ladd Pield., Originally established ss a proving ground for
equipment to be used in extreme cold weather conditions, same con-
fusion had arisen as to ite functlon, resulting in its being pisced
under the Alaska Dafense Force ani used in part as & tactical statien
and general dejot. Many advocated that it be declared an exempted
station.”? Prior to Hsy 1942, the Cold ilesther Testing Statiom
had been operating under the tec'mical control of the Comsanding
Ganeral, AAF. hs a result of the emsrgency which arose in that
ponth, it was taken over hy the ADC, and it was pot until 25
Qetober 1942 that Ladd Fleld was declaraed an axampted statlon under

the jurisdietion and control of the Commanding Ganersl, MF."O
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with all the good inteations in the world, no man in autherity
in Alssks could overcons both a compliocated chain of comaand and &
e system of parellel jurimdietions. The result was that, at best,
administration moved slowly, and, at worst, not st all, its wheels
entangled in s system whers no one had direst responsibllity
outside his owm qoncy.bl An sxample, quoted somswhut later than
the perlod covered in this study, illustrates ths protles axisting
.. through these sarlier months. It was rscommended thst a bombing
plane be sent to tha United States for ovarhanl beesuss lacal
facilities were insdequate at the tims. The recommendatisn was
turned down on the ground thet the Eleventh Alr Foroce would have

ts rsquest permission for the transfer through, first the ALC,

- second, the Coomander of USN Task Forge #8, third, the WOC, which
- in tura would possibly evordinate the recomaendstion with the

* - Commsnder in Chief of the Pacific Fleet. This procedure, it was
stated, would require fully a month.52
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CMAPTER 11X

THR JAPAMIESE INVASION OF THE ALSUTIAMS, JUNZ 1942

On 18 May 1942 what had existed hitherte as & nabulsus threat
became suddenly definits. HNaval intelligence hed received werd
that the Jepanees wers preparing an amphibiocus expedition for the

) purpose of attacking Alasks. The date was set at 1 to 3 J\tm.l

.. Considering the strategic importance of Alaska and the Aleutians,
and in view of the fact that Japan must act gquickly if she intended
to nsutralise that isportance, it seemod altogsther likely that the
information was correct, And, acgording to reports, it was & oon-

siderable force thad the Japanese had usssembled; estimates placed

-~ it roughly st 2 siraraft carriers, 2 (o 3 sesplane tenders, 3 heavy
h crulsers, 2 light oruisers, 12 destroyers, 3 suemsrines, togsther
. with hesvy bombers, truin iransports and carge vmols.a Eneny
capsbilitiss ocould therefore be pleced relatively high. What
direction the task force would take remmined a question, but a
- not too perplexing one when the strategic situation in the North
Pacific wes amalysed.
To Li, Col. L, ¥, Castner, G-2 for the ADC, that situation
- pointed in the direction of combined air attacks snd landing opera-
tions, with the Dutch Harbor ares ss the most likkealy initial urgct.a
s Other lecations wers wulnerable, sspecially the Seward Peninsula

- 47 -
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snd Kodiak; and the ultimste prize must slways bs considered the
eainland of Alaska itself. But % an snemy force coming from
Japan, thae Aleutisns were the key to Alaska. An invasion force
heading in any other direction weuld have to depend fer suscess on
the establishwent of naval and alr supremscy ia that area, becausse
it could then, and then only, count on much needed protection for
its flanks, The Aleutiana, furthermore, wers the obvious bass for
Japanese operations both against the United States and, sheuld
hostilities with Russis msterialiss, for s {lanking astiom againet
the daritims Previneces. lLanding operations in s step-by-step
progress from the outer Aleutians seened indicated and were in
keeping with the plsn already demonstrated in Japanese aotivity
in the South Pacific. Immediate sction tc neutralise the naval
base at Juteh Harbor would be & prersquisits to astion ef this
sort in order te provide the freedom frosx naval opposition necessary
to any rapid cempaign in the outer islands. Since the Army alr
basos at Umnak and Cold Bay forwed with Uutch Harbor « mtually
depmdent trio, it was expected that any sudden destructive raid
would include thea also, It would appear that on this poimt owr
militery authorities overestimsted the extent of Japasnese intelli-
gence voncerning the newer airfialds; and, in view of what has
gone before, it would not be surprising if thelr inforsation com-
piled in the months prior tc Pesarl Harbor would fail to include

sn accouat of feverish preparations in ths Alsutisn Islands.
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Plans fer reinforcing the ilaskan air foroes had deen laid
with the idea in aind of waiting until news of an setoal ensmy
movemsnt toward Alaska was r-ccj.vod.k Agcordingly, on 18 iay a
phase of hasty preparations began which made it possible for the
Zlaventh Lir Force to place soae kind of solid opposition in the
psth of the Japanese on 3 June. Genersl Deiltt on the i8th had
made arrangemsants for dispstehing a agquadren of b-40's sand feur
heavy bombers (B-17) to Alsaka from his own West Coast defenues.”
Airplanes, combat crews, ordnance supplies, transportation, and
personnel were moved sx fast and in as large nusbsrs as possible to
Fort Glean (Umk) » Fort Randall (Cold Bay) and Fort Greely (Kodlak).
The forward echelon of the Elsventh Alr Force headquarters was asst
up st Fort Greely, lesving the rear echelon of supply and sdmini-
strative uaits at Yort Hichardnn.b

heeording to the plana for Alaskan defanse, General Butler
reported to Admiral Theobald, Commsnder of Task Force #8, at Lodlak,
en 27 Uay, Adsiral Theobald, in turn, waa to work by sutual coop-
sration with General Buckner., A *state of flsst opposed invasion”
had been deslared, and comsand, as fsr saz acstive operations were
concerned, was vested in the Rny.7 But from the beginning it was
evident that ss large foroces of Army sircraft as could be mustered
would have to be ready to opsrate at Umnak and Cold Bay. The

Coamander in Chisf of tha Pacific Flest believed this essential
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since, with the exception of some 11 PBY's, thay wers the only
air units availsble to proteot surface vessels in the Duteh Hardbor
arse. Later, additionsl PBY's were arranged for on the theory that
patrol by neval afireraft should compensate to some extent for lask
of an sdequate air warning nrvieo.s

it was not esay either to prepere the flelds at Umnsk and
Cold Bay or to provide the planes and squipment. Both fields had
bean prommunced ready for uss sarly Iin Ap:-iL]..9 But it was one
thing to be sble o land a heavy plane on 2 field snd quite snother
to conduct consistent. combal operstions from that field. General
Butler has left us a clear picturs of the dtnlbion.m ¥hen the
Eleventh Air Force mnits first arrived at Usnak only a smll lapnding
strip was avsilable and there wers ne perking faecllities to smount
to anything. 7The B-17's had to be parksd on tha sdge of a rummy
only 150 fest wide. Other ships landsd and took off on the
oppoalte edge. "In landing they were forced to land one after
amother 1like carrier planes do on the deck of s carrier and thea
taxi batk 80 that thelr wheels were just oz the edge of the runway
$0 make way lor other ships.” At Cold Bay the situation was similar,
except that the runwsy was wider. Jteps were taken st once to
provide whatever dispersion parking was possible in the tinme
sllowed, yet General Butler wms forced to sdmit ns late a3 16 June
that a dive-bombing attack would probably still destroy moest of the
planes based at thess two fislde, Add to this the complete abessnce

- %- PONT‘T“"HTU\"
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- of radar sets, the exireme paucity of antiaircrsft, and the fact
that the fighters on hand eould not fly alerts constantly with
h large enough formations te offer good protection, snd the result
was s situation precaricus in the extrems.

Hor were these the only troubles besstting the advanced units
of the Bleventh Air Force, for it also appears that practically
nons of the equipment required for these fields, and requestad
long before the imnsdiate erisis, had lrriv.d.n Radio sets and

coding machines, both essentisl to rapid secrst communicstion, were

lacking. Base troops, though promised for almost a year, were

present in insufficient musbers. In fact, sbout the only items

ocn hand as requested wers gasoline and bonbs.u

- Another serfeus shortage was transport planes. Virtuslly all

transpsrtation to the wastwerd bases had to be dons by air yet

. : only s handful of planes were availmbls. As the situation de-

N veloped, the ADC commandsered practicslly svery alrcraft that
crossed the border ints Alasks to work on ths Alsutlan project;
and froa California to Chicapo passengers were taken from thelr
seats in order that the planes eould bs sent to Edwonton to swait
orders for Alaska. At one time it appears thst nearly 50 of these
comserclal trsnsports were zt various points betwssn Edmenton,
Falrboanks and Anchorage. Some had gone ss fer as Umnak, and at

* least one of thea was on ths Fleld ai the time ef the attack,

N Thess transport pillots worked over tiue, under the most trying
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circumstances, and are in no small measurs responsible for the
fuct that the Japsnese fulled Lo establlsh themselves closer %o
our .laskan defsnsses Lhan th,n.u Yot in those days of feverish
preparation before thoe atteck only seven -3 type alreraft were
actually on hand to supply the Aleutlan bases over & distance
(inchorsge to Umask) equivslent to thet from 3t. louis te New
’Iork.u'

h great deal had teo bs done in & very short time and with sueh
squipaent as was wvelilable, So little huving been done to stoek
the sdvansed basss prior to the emergency, Cenaeral Butler had %o
pack up and transport ser¥icing equipment, ordnance suppllies, and
everything else necesssry for operstiona. Fortunatasly, & smsll
freighter was in dock at Anchorage at tha time snd it was pressed

imuedistaly into service to carry personnel and equipment to Cold

- Bay and Unnak., As soon as reinforcementa arrived from the United

Statss, the lith and 18th squadrons wers woved to the Aleutlsns;
but at the tiae of the attack oaly four flights had sctuslly got
into pesition., This laft tweo flights of pursuit to protect Kodlak
and nons at all at Anchorage. Admiral Theotald wanted to move

the entire Xleventh Alr Fores to Umsnak aid Cold Bay, but Genaral
Butler believed the parking facllif:ica to be sufficient for at
most one medium tombardment squadron and two pursuit squsdrons

83 Initisl toroo.ls By 2 June 1942, the alr atriking force was
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4 disposed asx follows:

X Fort Glen {Umnak) 17 P-40's
~ 6 B-26»
- Fort Randall (Cold Bay) 16 P-A0's

6 B-26's

Thes above-listed pursuit planes werse taken from the llth md 18th
squadrons and the mediom bombers from ths 77th. In addition to
thess units, a squadror of 15 Bolinghrokes from the RCAF were
stationed at Amette Island, and the Zleventh Air Force radar-
oquipped aircraft (one B-17i, two LB-30's) wers assigned to the
Havy for patrol duty. One sdditionsl B-17, without raday, had
bean asaigned to the Navy for Lhe purpess of ssarching the
Aleutisns. A msdius bosbardment squadron (the 77th) was st

'~: Anchorage ready to move out as m00n as ensay dcontast was made;

, and 8 squadren of B-17's (the 36th) was on its way from the United

S States to Elmendorf.l®

A large part of this force, one pursuit squadron sad almost

all the hesvy wombardsent planes, had been resently sent from the
United States in accordance with the prevailing theory that Alaskan
defeuse forees could be kept in the contineatal liaits smd sent
north only when trouble arose. Few of the pilots or orews were
- familinr snough with the probleas of Alaskan flying to be sither
afficient or at homs in the ml.17 On sceount of their hasty

> departure for the westward bases, none of the organisations wore
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provided with adeinistrative or ssintenance pcml.n Ax things
stood on 2 June, therefors, the Eleventh Alr Faroe striking force
may he said to have been only sore or less in position, quite in-
adequstely supplied, insuffieiently trained, and cewpletely lacking
in routine administrative methinery. That it had dene as much as
it had, in am short a time, and under such adverse circuastancss,

not all of which could be blamed on any particular ageacy, represents

neverthaless an undsrtaking little short of airaculous.

The second phase of operations began on 2 June when the naval
patrol reported the first signs of enemy activity, other than sub-
marine rewm mnaissance. The report indicated the presence of an
eneny carrisr about 4LOO miles south of Kisks. Ne contact with the
enemy was maxie, however, until 0655,19 3 June, when four unidentified
heavy bombers wsre reported over Uuteh Harber. Both Ft. Glean and
Pt. Randall were warned of impending atmk.z)

Although enemy sction was expected at any time, the precise
momant of the attack was semething of a surprise. The Japanase
task force sesas to0 have mansuvered cleverly under cover of bed
weathar—=so cleverly that it indicated rather intimete knowledge
of the vagaries of Aleutian fogs. An ataospheric disturbence was
moving esstward at the time, and the Japsnese force followed in
the concsalmant of 1ts westward edge. It attacked Duteh Harbor
during the first clear weather after the sterm, probably knowing
that air assistance from the esst would have difficulty getting

- CoAL
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throu;h.'u After a preliminary sweep by & flight of fighting plsnes
which atrafed installations near the air station, four flights of
bombers, sach three or four planss strong, bombed the FPort Mears
ares. The principal targets wors apparently Fort Kears, tl.e radlo
station, and the wooden oil tanks. The last two targets were
probably well mown to the enemy, since they had beem in axistence
for yesrs. Considerable damage was done, mainly in the fors of
burned buildings, before the snemy withdrew to its carrier which
sesms to have been waiting scutimest of Unalaska Island.u
30 far the enemy's plans had worked precisely with reasonsbls
sffect and apparently without loss of airaraft, despite energetic
antisiraraft fire froa Fort Mears. Xo more action took place
that morniag until about 1110 when two enemy cruiser-tiyps planes
were ongsged over Utter Polnt, Umask, by P-40's stationed there,
One was shot down; the other escapad. This may very well have
besn the first intimstion the Japansse had received of the
existence of Fort Glienn and the new airfield there. At neoon
snomy Lighters appesred over Umnsk, but were driven off by Army
fighters. This attack msy have been directed at Dutch Harbor
and diverted to Fori Glsnn when the Army Air Forces installations
there ware dhenmod.za No further contact was made with the
snemy on 3 June, slthough Captaln lieals took off twice from Fort
Glenn with a flight of B-26's. The only serious casualty of the
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dsy, as far as the Army aircralt were coacerned, oscurred wheu one
B-26 crashed in the snow on retuming te the base. The plane

- wes wretcksd, but nc lives were lost.

“ Meanwhile, things had been tsking place to the east of the
Dutgh Harbor-Umnak ares. 31x B-17's arrived at Elmendorf Field
frem the United States, and were orderesd to Fort Greely, Tem
Cansdisn Bolinghrokes from the RCAF units stationed st Amette
Island arrived at Yalkutat to protect that ares.

At 0845, 4 June, Naval Patrel Wing Four reported comtact with
thres meny vessals, iacluding ons, and possibly two, carriers,
sbent 160 miles southwest of Umnk.m‘ The Comsamder of Task Force
#8 had ordered sll availsble aircraft ooncentrated at Port Glemn

- and Fort Randall ns soon as important Japansse forces ware

B located. Aocordingly, the 36th Squadron (B=17) was ordered to

sttack from Kodiak, refuelling and picking up such information
about the snemy as they ocould find at Cold Bay. Ths 73d Squadron
(B-26) which had beem waiting for orders at Elmendorf received
orders to procesd to the target by way of Fort Randall and Umnsk.
The 77th Squadron (B-26), slready split between Cold Bay and
Umnak, had standing orders to attack when the targst was located.
- Aocording to this plan of astion, Captaln Meals took off
from Fort Glemn with 5 B-26's as soon as the report of Japsnese

* veaznsls came threugh from the Navy patrol (0900). But the weather
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had again deteriorsted, bringing low ceiling snd fog, s Captain

» ’&"

¥esls had to return (1355) without locating the target. On

o receipt of sdditional snd scourate information from "Patwing
four," Colonel Lareckson led 5 B-26's froa Cold Bay to attack '
at 1220, Juring the flight the slemonts of the squadiron became
sepirated and only a few ships actually found the target, owing
to ths extremaly poor visibility and s celling of not mers thaz
200 fest. GCaptain Thornbrough wes the first to locate the
Japanesa vsasels. In his excitement he dropped his torpedo on
the desk of a earrier, doing very little demage. He went bask
to Cold Bay, relosded and returned to the attack by himmelf,
That night he was hesrd calling over Cold Bay, ssying that he

7 was'on top* with 15 mlnutes gas left. That was the last ever
' heard of him. Lisutenant Taylor also found the snexy and susoesded
in breaking through antiaircraft fire to launch his torpedo. HNe

was forced to proceed to Umnsk without obsarving resulits.

At 1540 Captain Dunlsp, with 5 B-17's and one LB-30 squipped
with radar, took off from Cold Bay on a search-sattack mission
southwest of Umnak. No results were obtained and the squadron
(less one, left behind on acoount of ongine trouble) landed at
Umnak st 2100. The B-17 left at Cold Bay was laken up by Captain
Ransfisld when Captain Thornbrough brought back word of the snamy

* carrier's location., He was joined by Captaln Marks in the B-17

T
R
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1
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which had been on duty with the Navy patrol. Both succeeded in
locating the target. Captaln Marks reported that Hansfield weat
undar the ovarcist st about 200 feet. iarks himself went in
higher and 4ropped hiu bombs by guess. UWansfield was nsver heard
Ifrom again, but Marks succeeded in obtaining & direet hit on one
enery ship, aceending to observatlons mads ky his craw.

Captain Meals agaip took off on an attack mission from Umnask
at 2040 with 5 B-26's. Three of the planea located the enemy and
launched two torpedoss at an sneay cruiser. Une torpedo strusk
the port bow and was sem to explode., The other was belisvad also
40 have been affective, but to what axtent 1t was impossible to
deternine,

Yeanwhile, at 1855, an ensmy force of 10 YwwaX boabers and 16
fighters made an attack on Jutch Harbor. The attack, the second
major one made, resulted in the destruction eof a few warchouses
and scme oll tanka.zs Part of the Japanase force, numbering fouwr
dive bombers and four Zero fighters, passed over Umnsx on their
return trip from Tuteh Harbor. Thelr ohjective appesrs to have
besn reconnalssance of the runway at Fort Glean. The dive boabers
had dropped their bombs at Dutch Harber and were relatively wul-
nerable to fighter attack, yet they stayed over the slrfleld until
the runway hsd besn locntad.zﬁ They wers angaged by elght P=i0's
Irom ths 1lth Pighter Squairon. Llsutenants Thite, Chancellor and

Dale sach shot Jown a dive bomber. Llsutenant Cape ehot down a
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Zern and wes in turn shot down. Lisutsnant Helntyre, with a
erippled plans, survived a erash landing at 200 miles an hour
with whoeels up and motor dead, Counting the destruction of a
Japanose cruiser scout plane at Umnak the previous day, the score
stood at 5 to 2 in fsvor of the U, 5. fi@ter-.”

After the attacks of 3 and 4 June, the enemy withdrew, his
prelininary work done, though not altogether to his liking. There
seeme 1little doubt that the presence of irmy aircraft st Usaak
and Cald Bay disrupted what was probubly a mors sambitious plan
for sction in thae nearer Alsutian Islands. After the L4th, the
Japsnese ware forced to fall back on sn alternative plan which
turnad ocut te be to nceupy the outsr Aleutians where thay could
safely dig in, sad from which they could still scoomplish two of
thelr major objectives: to guard sgainat American action sgainst
Japan in the North Pacific and to maintalin enough of an active
threat in that sector to occupy a considerable Amerlcan foros snd
keep it from reinforeing the hard pressed forces in the South
Pacifie.

Between the bombing of Dutch Harbor and the ocoupation eof
Fiskn snd Attu, a gane of hide-and-seok took place during which
the Amorican patrols sought without success to locats the Japanese
flest, The hectic action of the 3d and 4th had left the Anekicans,
faw of whom wore sessonsd Almskan fliers, snd still fewer sesscned

fighters, with a thriving cass of nervas. Certain inclidents
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ariaing out of this overwrought state provided just about all

- thera was to report in the days lmmediately follewing the

- Japanese attack. The pilot of & search plane had the entire
available striking force out to sttack a rock which he had
reported as sn snemy carrier. A flight of P-38's earcute from
the United States psused long snough to attack a Russisn frelghter
that happsned by. Those wen, new to the Aluskan acens, Wers, as
General Butler put 1t, "pretty wild for x couple of days," chas-
ing friend and foe alike. Une sven landed at Ummak with all his
guns going.za hAs the air units settled down to a lesa frantic
sort of campaigning, most of thesme difficulties disappeared., In
genersl, sspeclally during these early days of the fighting, morale

was high and each pilot hoped for little better thsn to be given

" &% good chance st the nnw.zg

. : Not much more remains to be recorded [rom 5 te 1l June, when

the Navy patrol reportsd the Japanese presence on nisks and Attu.

These islands, barsely within the extremse range of a B-17 based

at Umnak, provided the enemy with bases whore, in spite of

continued long-range bombing attacks by irmy planes, they could

settle for a tims, collect their forces, and prepare 1o fortify

- their position., ¥ith the retirement of the Japaness to ths outer

islands, the first critical phase of the Aleutian campaign may
» be considersd ended.’®
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»n The fighting in the Aleutisns taught several lessons, soae

of lesser, some of major importance. On the tactlcal side, the

N
X
:‘L'

Japaness demonstrated, in addition te a certain inflexible ad-
herenca to plan which was more or less expected, a mastery of
sction under Alsutian conditions which sur alrmen could profit-
. ably study. Not only did they advance in force under cover of
weathar, but used cloud formations as effective proteetion in

asrial combat. n

Their Zero fighters sppearsed to be more speedy
and morse maneuverable than our P-M)'a,az & [act shich suggested
the use of the P=39 or the F-38 in preference. Their antiaircraft
was very offective at low altitudes. Une method of defense in

the cloud cover scems to have depended on bunching of the anti-
aireraft fire, i fow instances were raeported of the Japansse using

A Us 8. frequencies and broadcasting in inglish. An unverified

report alsc had it that they adopted imerican identification marks
on their plamu.”
This latter report may well have coms from those American

flyers who =aw thelr [lrst combat flying over Umnak and who ad-
mitted to difficulty in identifying the enemy untll he was out of
range. Though effective enough in dog-fights, our fighters also

v left something to be desired in their use of radio, and in their
approsch to their targets. Owing partly to the low altitude

necessary in Alaskan weather, and partly to the lack of an air
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warning systen, their attacks wers usually too quiok.% The B-26
proved to be of minimum value in Alasksn conditions. Its limited
rangs prevented its effostive use over the long distances that
needed to be covered, und its tricycle landing gesr made lsnding
sxcesdingly hasardous on the wtill rugged fields at Usmgak and
Cold Bq.” As had been mnticipated b+ General Bu'l',ll.e:',36 tor-
pedoes proved to be more ussful weapons than bombs where low ceil-
ings prevented bombing at mormel altitudes. Although regquested
repeatedly, no torpsdoes had been provided, and such sa were umed
had to be borrowed from the !lavy.37
In addition to thase tacticsl lessons, the opaning blows of
the Aleutian campalgn taught certsin things of mugh more far-
resching importance, invelwing the ontire prineiple of Alaskan air
defensa. Almost all those issuss uon which mo much debate had
teken placs smerged from the fighting of June 1942 in much more
distinct outlina. First of all, there was the question of tha
strategic value of airfields in the hleutians. On this point
there could be little doubt after the event. Despits a manifest
and unsvoidable lack of preparstion, the Aray air units based at
the new ileutian bases weres inatrumental in preventing a more
serious attack, and they mey well have been the immediate couse
of the change in the enexy's plans asccording to which he retired

to Kiaka snd Attw and prepared to Fight a defsnaive campaign
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for ths tine being rather than to press tha advantage he had

-

undoubtedly gained at Jutch Harbor. It becsme more than ever

w apparent that Umnak, Cold Say and Dutch Harbor were mutually
dependent, and that to abandon one would mean sbandoning the
other two; and to abandon Jutch Harbor would be squivalent to
relinquishing naval &8 well as alr contrel of the North Pacific
ares,

. svents had demonstrated that it was easier to move units into
these fields wndopemte them affectively under adverse conditions
than most obssrvers in headquarters had thought. The entire
alr strength in ilaska, though desngerously low, had heen concen—
trated with falr speed ani with no amall effect, Neverthaless,
it became wvery clear that advanced basss should be stocked well
in advance of operatlons, and in suffleient quuntitles to supply
& meximum rather than a minilmum force. Generel Butler stataed that
the governing factor 1n the early fighting was not the number of

available planes s0 much as the facilitiea avallable for parking,

servicing, and supplying at Umnak and Cold Bay.38 Reinforcing
units had been moved formard as fast zz the flelds, still incom—
plete and insdequutely stocked, could be made repdy to recelvs
them. #ll of which pointed to two things: first, a shift of
astrategic policy for Alaske from ons of passive deflense to ons

] anvisaging aggressive action sgainst the enemy; and, second, the
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provision of sn air service systea which could be depended on to
provide for this offensive phase of operations. Some steps had
besn taken prior to June 1942 to secure a separate iir cervice
Command for Alsasks, and to provide depot facilities. It now becane
imperative that these plans be carrisd out as rapidly as possible.
Little doubt wss left on another point. xeinforecing air units
could no longer be based mainly in the continental United States,
to be sent to Alasxa only when an eamergenty aros¢. The presence
of the Japanees in the outer hAleutians created a sitwation of con-
stant emergency, demanding a permanent gsrrison, and ons which
should be increamed as fast as the supply of cireraft and crews
could be provided. ILn derch Uemeral Butler had also agitated for
s reserve supply of replacement planes snd crews Lo be kept in
hAlaska, trainad snd ready to becoms instantly effective when
needed. Utherwise, ho argued, the time taxen to asecure ocombat
replacements wuld be sbout one month, to say mothing of the time
los% in training on the ground amd in administrative l.djumm.”
in the IZutwro as in the past, of course, the conditioning fecter
was to ba tha supply of men end equipasnt svailable. For the time
being, «a msny aircraflt had been opersted from the Aleutian bases
as thoss bases could sccommodate. But as facilities were provided
the problen of priorities in combat unite would again govern ths

situatlon,
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Yot even on that point, the quastion of priorities, the
sitwation had grown clearer. WNith the Japaness sctually present
- on Amsrican soil and possessed of capabilitlies which remsined
alarniag, the War Department began to build up the combat strangth
of the Alaskan garrison sa rapidly ss possible. Air foree tech-
nisal sepplies sent to Alsaka for June 1942 were almost doubls
the qusatity sent in May of that yesr; and the July figure more

- than doubled that for Jm.w The protlea of transportation was
in some dogres mat by a considerable increase in the mwmber of

transport planes provided fer Alulu.‘l Six radar sets were

added to the originally planned limit of ten, with apprepristely
incrsased personnel, t0 meks up for the glaring lack of an early

o warning system demonstrated at Dutch Harbor. *2

Genaral asly fores
personnsl wers sermarked for Alasks in ineresasing nusbers, theugh

still not emough to sult General Butler ."3

The Eleventh Alr Perse,
by the end of June, still lacked alircraft, crews, service personnsl,
experienced officars, and technieal supplies in nusbers snd guan-
tities sppropriate to the astivity of the theater. Other thesters
still enjoyed, and rightly so, » higher priority status.”® But

at least Alaska no longsr labored uwnder the handlcap of s prierity
sstablished mainly on the assumption that It was a sector of

passive defenss,
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Chapter 1

Memo for G/AC from Chief of Plans Div., AC, 7 Des. 1935, in
AAG 686, Alasia,

Abid.
ibid.

Ibid.; 1te, C/AC to QWI, 22 Nov. 1935; meso for Chief, Building
and Grouns Div, from AG/AC, 2 Mar. 1935, both ih AAG 686, Alaska.

Report of Board of Officers convensd by the (O of the Alaskan

Flight for the purpose of msking recommendations regarding the
sstablishment of su air base ia Alaska, 23 Awg. 1934, in AAG
686, Alaska.

Ltr., G/AC to Asst. SN, 14 Oot. 1938, in AAG 686, Alsska; ltr.,
TAG to C/AC, 9 Sep. 1939, in MG 686, Alaska.

Ltro’ TAG to G/AG, 10 Nar. 19”. in MG 685, Alaska,

Memo for C/3 from C/AC, 13 Nov. 1939, in AAG 686, Alaska.
Memo for AG/S, G~3, G4, wtc., from C/3, 28 May 1940, in AAG
600.1, Alasks; 1ltr., TAG to QI, 29 May 1940, sams file; RaR,
Chief, Materiel Div. to Plans Div., 7 Jwme 1940, in AAG 381,
Alasks,

Ltr., Bq. 3d Wing GAQ AP to CG, GHQ AF, 9 Nov. 1936, in AAG 686,
Alaska; see ch. I, n. 8.

Lir., Bq. ADF to CG, 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940, im AAG 381, Alasks.
Ltr., Hq ADP to CG, 4th Army, 24 Oct. 1940, in AAG 381, Aleska.

6th Ind. (1tr., Mg ADG to CG, 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940) MG to C¥,
hth Army, 29 Jan. 194L, in AAG 381, Alaska.

3d Ind. (1tr., Hq ADP to CG, Ath Army, 2% Oct. 1940) Hg. Ath
Army to TAG, 16 Jan. 1941, in AAG 381, Alasks; lst Ind. (1tr.,
M. ADF to 0O, kth Arey, 2 Oct. 1940) Hq. 4th Arwy te TAG,

12 Nov. 1940, same file; 5th Ind. (ltr., Hq. ADP to CG, 9th CA,
3 Sep. 1940) C/AC to TAG, 15 Nov. 1940, sams flle; 2d Ind.

(itr. Hq. ADP to CG, i4th Army, 2k Oct. 19k0) TAG te CG, Ath Army

- - LUNCTDENTISE
T

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

*
o CONFINENTIAL

8 Jan. 1941, same file; 6th Ind. (ltr., Hq. ADP %o CO, 9th CA,

: 3 Bep. 1940) TAG to CG, Ath Army, 29 Jan. 19h1, sme file;

z rad., WD to Lt. Gen. J. L. Délitt, CO, 4th Army, 26 Apr. 19Al,
same file; 1tr., Hq. kth Army to C/S, 2 June 1941, same Zile;

. sxtresst from 1tr., €O, Ath Army to G/S, & June 1941, sams Iile;
- memo for AC/3, WPD from C/AC, 26 June 1941, same file; mewo for
- Colonel.Kimble, lisison officer, C/AC snd CAA, from ¥D WPD, 19

July 1941, in AAG 686, Alasks; ltr. Chief of Naval Opnsi te
C/8, 23 July 1941, in AAD 381, Alsske; memo for C/S from
Chief of AAY, 30 July 1941, same file; ltir., WD O-& to C/S,

16 Aug. 19L1, in AAG 686, Alaska; RMR, AAF WPD to C/AC, 7 Oot.
1941, same file; memo for TAG frem Chlef of AAF, 29 Sep. 1941,
same file.

15. Memo for C/S from Chief of AAF, 20 July 1541, in AAG 381, Alasks.

16- Rd.’ “ h GG, ‘w Am’ 26 ‘Pr- lqu’ m m m’ ‘m; ltrij
Chief of Navel Opns. to C/S, 23 July 1941, seme file; R&R, AAF
WPD to C/AS, 7 Oct. 1941, in AAG 686, Alaska.

17. 24 Ind. (ltr., Hg. ADF to CG, 4th Army, 24 Oét. 19A0) TAG to
cG, hth A » 8 Jmn 1%-11 in ‘m 381’ ll“kl; l‘ld., 'D t-D GG,
Lth Army, Apr. 1941, sase file.

18. 3¢ Isd. (1tr., Sq. ADF to CG, 4th Army, 2k Oct. 1940) Bq. kth
Army to TAG, 16 Jan. 1941, in AAG 381, Alaska; itr., Bq.,4th
hrmy to C/3, 2 June 1941, same file,

19- m m- (1“5’ Bq- Aﬂ h m' hth w’ 2“ m. lw) lq.
Ath Army to TAG, 12 Nov. 1940, in AAG 331, Alasks.

20. Rad., WD to CG, Ath Army, 26 Apr. 1941, in AAG 381, Alasks; ltr.,
Hq., 4th Army to C/8, 2 June 1941, 1in AAG 331, Alasks; extract
from 1tr., CG, 4%h Aymy to C/S, &4 June 1941, in AAG 381, Alaskas.

21. Lir., Chief of Naval Opns. to C/3, 23 July 1941, in AAG 341,
Alsska; memy fer TAG from Chief of AAF, 29 Sep. 194, in AAG
686, Alasis.

22. Memo for Chisf of AAF from WPD, 28 Nov. 1941, ia AAC 686,
Alagikn; ltr., TAG to Chief of Engr., 14 Dec. 1941, in AAG
600.), Alssiks, Meanwhile, osustruction had alresdy been begun
on two lwproved runways at Cold Bay, the principal staging
field on the route from Anehorsge to Umnak, under swpervisien
of the CAA; memo for TAG from Chief of AAF, 29 Sep. 19A), in
h AAG 686, Alaska.

-6 - ONHIDENTIAL
N
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
P —

T e CONTIRENTIAL

. 23. Ses the following correspondence dealing with this topie: memo
’ for AC/S, G=& from C/AC, 3 June 1941, 1a AAG 686, Alasks; ltr.,

Hq. WDC to TAG, 5 Aug. 1941, in AAG 686, Alaska; memc for record,
v £iled under date 13 Oct. 1941 in AAG 6856, Alaska; R&kR, AMAEP to
- AFRAD 2 Apr. 1942, in AAG 586, Alaska,

2. Ltr., Hq. Ath Army to TAG, 9 July 1940, and 24 Ind., C/AC to
Chisf of Engr., 18 July 1940, both in AAG 686, Alsska., Plans
wers laid in the following year for the War Despartasnt to
cooperate with the Navy in establishing Army landing facilities
at Kodiak. Ltr,, Hg. 4th Ar=y to TAG, 1 May 1941, and meas> for
. WD G-k from C/AC, 19 May 1941, both in AAG 686, Alasks.

25. Memo for C/S from Acting AC/S, 30 Nov. 1940, in AAG 6856, Alaska;
meno for AC/S WPD from AC/AC, 17 Dee. 1940, same fils.

26. Ltr., 3W to Secretary of Commerce, & Jan. 1941, in AAG 686,
Alaska. 24 Iad. (1tr., Hq. AD? to GG, 4th Army, 24 Oet. 194D)
TG to CG, sth Army, B Jen. 19%1; 6th Ind. (1ltr., Hq. ADP to
GG, 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940) TAG to CG, hth Army, 29 Jan. 1941,
in AAG 381, Alaska.

27. Ltr,., Secretary of Commerce to SW, 13 ipr. 1942, in AAG 686,
Alasks, See slso attached 1tr., SN to SBecy. of Commerce, 19

-y Apr. 19A2. The fields approved by the SW for this project
T included: Aniak, Farewsll, Homer, Llimmns, Kenal, Moses
Point, Minchumina, Mensns, Seward, Sugmit, Tanana, Tanscross,

Talkeetna, Yakataga.

' 28, st Ind, (itr., C/AC to TAG, 6 Nov. 1940) TAG to C/AC, 28 Kov.
19110, in AAG m.l’ Alaskz. See also lir., Geant, Armold to
Col., D. H. Connolly, Adednistrator of Civil Asrossutics, Dept.
of Commerce, 10 Oct. 1940, in AAG 600.1, Alaska,

29. For statemsnts of the progress and status of these fields, see
the following torrespondence: memo, Fermenent Joint Board on
Defenss to Chiel of AAF, 1 Dec, 1941, in AAG 334.7, Permsnent
Joint Board on Defense; ltr., C/AS to Alr attache, Canadian
Legation, 9 Dee. 1941, snd Appendix "i," hame file. Sea also
correspondencs filed under AMG 361, Air Routes, 1 Awg. 194l.

8

Mems from Maj. Neil W, HEice to Gen. Arnold, 11 June 1942,
WP II-C-1 Alasks #2.

& " 31. "Alaskan Defeases Built at Fifty Below Zero," digest of article

. by Lt. Gol. John E. Hardia from The Military Jan,
. 1942, in Sglence News Lstter, 24 Jan. 1942, &-5%"_‘".

32Q Ses Ch. I' Ra 30-

s fjrjt\irt,mmm
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: 33. M. Davis, "I saw Alaska st War," in Jaturday Evening Post, CCXIV
- (23 May 1%2)9 12-13,

3. Ses Ch. I, n. XO.

35. Ltr., CG, ADC to CG, 4th Army, 21 Dec. 1940, 1 AAG 686, Alasks; .
ltra, 001. ’. ‘o M ‘nd Lt‘ 0011 H- Ln G].Irk tO m. Gen. ﬂ-ﬁ.
Arnold, 8 Sep. 1941, in AAG P3.1, Alaska.

36, Ltr., Brig Oen. 5. C. Godfrey to General Strestt, 21 Oct. 1942,
in AAG 600.1, Alaska.

37. Yor orogress and status reports on the construction projects,
see the following documents: memo from Maj. Rice te Gen. Arnold,
11 June 1942, in WP ]I-C-~1 Alasks #2; Swpplemental Request for
Airport Development im Alaska, F.Y. 1942, in AAG 686, Alaska;
periodic reports on progress of construction in file ALG 600.1,
Alaska; Appendix C, prasent study.

38. Ltr.’ Col. D. V. m’, m’ Ladd ri‘ld’ to Col. B. W, ﬂm,
the Alr Inspector, 20 Des. 1941, in 4G 333.1, Alaska.

39. Memo rsport on Alaskan Air Ferce operation msde by ¥a). A. C.
> McKinley for Msteriel Div., 18 Mar. 1942, ia WP II-C-1 Alasks #1.

apr TN
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Chapter 11

See Ch. I, n. %0.

Draft from Chisf of Naval Opns., and C/3 to Comdr in Chief,
Pacific Fleet, CG ¥DC and Comdr, Pacific Northern Naval Coastal
Frontier, 1k Oct. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #1; memo for C/AS
Zrom AC/AS, A-WPD, 21 Oet. 1943, in WP II-C-) Alaska #1; 1tr.,
CG WDGC to TAG, 27 Oot. 1941, bame file; 1tr., Chlef of AAF to
CG AFCC, 28 Nov. 1941, in AAG 381, War Plans. See also
Appendix B, pressent study.

Meno for C/AS from AC/AR, A-WPD, 21 Oct, 1941, in WP II-C-1
Alasks #1.

Ltr., Chief of AAF ta CO AFCC, 28 Nov. 1941, in AAG 33, War
Flans.

Ltr., CO WOC te TAG, 27 Oct. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alasks £1; ltr.,
Gol. Gaffney to Col, Hill, 20 Des. 194X, in AAG 333.1, Alesks.

Ltr., CG WDC to TAG, 27 Oct. 1941, in WP II-C-1 Alasks #1.

Memo from Maj. McKinley for Materisl Div., 18 Mar. 1942, in

WP II-C-1 Alaska #1} memo from Maj. Nell W. Rice to Gen. Arnold,
11 June 19"2; smme file.

See Ch, II, n. 6.

Ltr., CG ADC to CU WIC, 3 Jan. 2942, in WP II-C-l1 Alasks #1.

Meno for the Preaideat from Gen. Marshall, 21 Jan. 1942, in WP
II-C-1 Alaska #1.

Momo for Materiel Div. from Maj. McKinley, 18 Mar. 1942, in
FP II-C-1 Alaska #1; memo for Chief of AAF from Col. W. O,
Butler, pressnted in confersnce 10 Feb. 1942, in WP II-(-1
Alaska #1; 1ltr., Col. Geffnay to Col. Nill, 20 Dec. 1941, ia
AAG 333.1, Alaska; 1itr., CG ADC to GG WDC, 1i Jan. 1942, in
AAG 600.1, Alaskas.

Lir., CG ADC to CG KDC, 3 Jan. 1942, in W II-C-1 ilaska #1.
Lir., Hg. ADC to GG WDC, 1k Jan. 1942, in AAG 600.1, Alaska.

See Ch. II, n. 12.
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Ses Ch. TY, n. 13. BSee al=a 5th Ind,, CG ADC to CG WBG,
21 Apr. 1942, sams file.

6th Ind. (ltr., Hq. ADC to CG WDC, {1k Jan. 1942) CG WDC to TAG,
6 May 1942, in AAG 600.1, Alasks.

Ltr., Hq. WDC to TAG, 18 July 1941, in AAG 381, Alasks (soe slso
attached indorsements, especially 3d, 5th, 7th, and 9th); ltr.,
Hq. WOC to CG FF, GHQ, 25 Jan. 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alaskz #1;

3d Ind. (1tr., TAG to CG WDC, 3 Psb. 1942) CG WDC to CG FZ,
Army War College, 23 Peb. 1942, in AAG 452.1, Alaska.

Lir., Hq. WBC to TAG, 18 July 1941, in AAG 331, Alaska.
Inid,, 5th Ind.

Lir. (personsl) Lt. Gen. DeRitt to Oen. Marshall, 3 Nay 1942, in
WP IT-C=1 Alaaka #2.

m' G‘ﬂ\. ﬂmld 1’0 G'no Bp‘tt’" 2‘} D'cl 1941’ i-n m 33-9,
Organiszation £A7. Refers to ltr., Gen. Buckner to Gen. Arnold,
& Dec. 19Al, not attached.

WPD, WD placed reinforeements for Alasks under Ath priority,
espesinlly with regard to the use of American shipping. Nemo,
Lt. Gen. D. D, sisenhower o Lt. Gen. Brehon Somervell, 19 Feb.
1942, in AG 400 {1-17-42) MSC-D-M.

24 Ind. (1tr., Hq. ADC to GG WDC, 1k Jan. 1942} GHQ to TAG,
17 Peb. 19423 also 3d ind. (same Basic ltr.) TAG te OG DG,
26 Msr. 1942, both in AAG 600.1, Alaska.

*Joint Army-Mavy Plans for Alasks* prepared by CG ADC and
Comdr, Alasken Ssctor, 13th Naval Distriet, 31 Jan. 1942, in
WP II-C-1 Alaska #1.

Ath Ind. (ltr., GG ADC to CG WOC, 3 Jan. 1942) Hq. ALF to TAG,
16 Feb. 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alaska #1.

24 Ind. ("Joint Army-Navy Plans for Alasks," see Cu. LI, n. 24)
Comdr in Chisf, U. 8. Flest to Chief of Naval Opns., no date,
in WP II-C~l Alaska #1.

R&R, 4th comment, A-WPD Lo AAF Dir. of Air vefenwss, 1) Feb.
1942, WP II-C~1 Alaska #1. 3es also memo for Chief of ALF froa
AC/AS AWPD, 2 Peb. 1942, WP II-C~1 Aleska #l.

-7 -
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Ltr., Hq. WIC %o CG FP, GHQ, 25 Jan. 1942, 18 WP Il-C-1 Alsska
#1; 1tr, G@ AAF Lo CPD, 2 Apr. 1942, in AAG 452.1, Alnska,

RAR, 2d comment, AFAEP to ABACG, 22 May 1942, in WP II-C-1

Alssks #2; memo for the CG ALY from C/AS, 18 May 1942, in AAG 361,
Alugks. Gen. De¥itt expressed counsiderable alarm over the laok
of alreraft svailable in his command for the purposs of patrell.
ing the wital west coasi factery areas, especially the ios
Angeles-San Diego araea. Hetween the Aray and the Navy, omly

32 airoraft could be mustered on 15 Jan., 1942 to patrol the
entirs west coest of the United States; 1tr., Gen. Dellitt to

Gen. Marshall (personal), 16 Jan. 1942, in AG 4352.1 {7-2k-Al)
"iir Reinforcexents for ¥DC and Alasis." :

Nemo feor Chief of AP from Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, in WP
1i«G~1 Alaska #1.

LAr., CO 1ith AF to CG AP, 22 Mer. 1942, ¥P II-C~1 Alasks #Z.

2d Ind. (ltr., Hq. ATF to CG 9th CA, 3 Sep. 1940) Rq. ith Army
te ﬂG, 2? 3.9. 1%01 in AAG ”1, lll-lkl; 3‘ Indc (l”-, TAG to
G %DC, 3 Peb. 1942) CG WIC and 4th hray to CG FF, 23 Feb. 1942,
in MG 452.1, Aluska; see mlso sttsched correspondence.

This plar is contained in tr., CG 11th AF to CC £APF, 22 Mar.
1942, in WP I1-C-1 Alssks #2.

Ltr., B. ADC to CO, Ath Aray, 21 July 1941, im AAG 676.9,
Alaska (mes also attached correspondnce, sspecinlly 7th Imd.);
2d Ind. (rad., CC WX to TAG, 12 Aug. i941), Office of the Chief
Signal Officer to TG 26 Aug. 1941, in AAG L13.4, Alaska.

7th Ind. (1tr., Hq. ADC to CG, 4th Army, 21 July 19%41) TAG to
Chisf Signal Officer, 3 Dec. 194, in AAG 676.9, Aluska.

Ltr., Eq. WDC to CG FF, GEQ, 27 Jan. 1942, in AAG 676.9, Alaska.

Neao for AC/S WPD from 0G AAP, 24 Mar. 1942, in AAG 676.9,
Alasks; memo for C/5 from Dir. of Air Defense, 26 ilay 1942,

in AAG 370.3, Alaska; BkR, Dir. of ilr Defense to A%PD, ne
dete, in WP II-C-1 Alaska #1; memo for Dir. of #llitary Re-
qnim:ta frea Dir. of Air Defense, 10 Mar. 1942, in WP II-C-1
Alasks ¥#1.

See correspendence in Ch. I, m. 74. See also 7th Ind. (basic
itr. not attacked) TAG to CG WIC, 25 Mar. 1942, in AAG L13.4,
Alasks.
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39. Ltr., AAG to CG WOC, 10 June 1942, in WP II-C-1 Alaska #2.

AO. Isterview, Lt. Col. P, . Scheldecker, 17 Aug. 1943, in MIF
A-2 Lib., US 9000, Interviews, K=30079.

4kl. Memo for Gen. Arnold from the Air Inspsctor, 28 Oct. 1941, im
AAG 333.1, Alasks; meso for Chiaf of AAF from Lt, Col. E. c.
Kiel, 4 Dec. 1941, sams file.

42, Ltr., Hq. ADC to CG WDC, 14 Jan. 1942, in AAG 600.1, Alasia;

mem for Chief of AAF from Cal. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, in WP
1I~C=1 Alaska #1.

£3. Juid.
Lh. Ltr,, Bq. 11th AF to CG AAF, 12 Msr. 1942, in AAG 323.7, Alaskas.
k5. Ltr., CG ASC to CG AAP, 24 Mar. 1942, in WP II-C~-1 Alasks #1.
46. ltr., CG AAF to Dir, of Mllitaby Hequirements, 1 Apr. 1942,
in AAG 685, Alaskas; lst Ind, {(lir., Hq. ASC to CG A4F, 27 May
1942) Hq. AAF to GG WDC, 19 June 1942, im AAG 323.7, Alaskas.
o L7. E&R, AFOPU to APRB3, 30 June 1942, in AAG 323.7, Alasks.

. k3. BAR, 2d comment, AFAZ to AFROM, 15 Apr. 1942, in WP Ii.C~)
. Alaska #10

. 49. VYemo for Chief of AAF from Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, WP II-C-1
Alasks #1. .

50, Extract from meso for Gen. Armold from AC/AS Plans, 30 Apr. 1942,
in 8AG 334.7, Caoada-U.5. See also memo from AAF/AWPD to C/AS,
27 Dec. 1941, 4n WP I-S; mewo from AAF/AWPD to C/S, 1 Jan. 1942,
sama file.

51. See pp. 51-3; present study. Wewo from Col. . P. Twining to
Col. K. N. Walker, 17 June 1942 in AAG A52.1, Transperts; ltr.,
Gen. Handy o CG AAF 16 July 1942, igkAG 373, Flighis, and shtached
correspondence. Ses also correspondsnce attached to ltr., Gen.
Echels to 6G, Labterinl Tanter, Wright Fleld, 2 June 1342, in AAG
h52.1, Trensport<i ..

52. Ltr., Hg. Ferrying Command to Senior Army Member, ermsnent Joint

Board on Defense, Canada-United States, 18 Apr. 1942, in files
of ATC Historiesl Sec.
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The following figurss cover Air Corps lechaicel suppliss lsaded
during the early months of the Alasken campaign, 1942, sad
destined for Alaska.

cargo Gaselime on Total (in messurement

May , 2369 249 550 7168 tons)
June ¥ %0 Bii3 293 12406
July 3480 23658 2450 34508

Seattle Port of Embarkation, Office ef the Port Air Officer, Alx
Office History, 6 Sep. 1942.

Nemo for Chlef of AAF from Col. Kial, & Dee. 1941, in MG 333.1,
Alaska.

See Appendix A,

Mdemo for Chief of AAT from Col. Kiel, 4 Dec. 1941, in AiG 333.1,
Alaska.

Lﬂ‘.. Col. F. M. E.M snd It. Col, A. L. Clark te Gen. Armwld,
8 Sep. 1941, in AAG 333.1, Alasks; memo from Maj. Nell X. Rioe
to Gen. Arnold, 11 Jene 1942, ia WP II-C-1 Alaska #2.

Ltr., Col. D, V. Gaffney to Col. E. W, HAll, 20 Des. 1941, im
AAG 333.1, Alaska.

BAR, C/AC to Chief of ALY, 25 July 1941, in AAG 686, Alaska; 1tr.,
Col. Kennedy and Col. Clark te Gen. Arnold, 8 Sep. 1941, in AAG
331, Alasks.

Authority was granted to the CG WDC by tie C/3 by radic dated
21 Apr. 1942 to place Ladd FMeld under sentrol of the CG ADC whe
in turn plased its facilities and perssamel at the disposal aad
under the immediate control of the CG, Kleventh Alr Force. Rad.,
Hq. WDC and ith Army to CG AAF, #A475, 25 May 1942, Cl-IN-T132
(5-25-42). The Cold Weather Testing Det. was estsblished on
exampted status aceording te ltr., TAG to CG AAF, Z1 Aug. 1944,
in AG 353 (8~21-h2) "AAF Cold Weather Testing Detachmemt”; see
alsc semo fer C/S from Dir. of Military Requirements, 19 Aug.
1942, same file. Amthority wes issued placing Ladd Field, as
well a8 the Cold Westher Testing Det., under the esostrel and
Jurisdistion of CG AAF by AG 1ltr. to CG AAF and CG NG, 25 Ot
1942, in AG 320.2 (10-8-A2) "Transfer of Jurisdictisa of Ladd
ndd"
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61. Interesting comments on this swbject may be found ia the following
documents: ltr., Col. Kennedy and Col. Clark to Gea. Armvld,
8 Sep. 1941, in AAC 33)3.1, Alaska; memo fer Gem. Arnold from
. the Air Inspector, 28 Oct. 1941, ssme file; mewo for Chlef of
* AAP from Col, Xiel, & Des. 191, sams file; ltr., Col. Gaffney
to Col. B. W, Hill, 20 Des. 1941, same fils; memc from Ma). Rice
te Gen. Arold, 31 Juse 1942, in WP II-C-]1 Alsska #2; summary of
interview with Col. H. W. Shelmire, 28 Oct. 19%2, in A-2 Lid.,
US 9000, Interviews, K-4367.

~"

62. Memo from Dir. ef Intelligence Service to AC/AS, A-2, 20 Oct.
1%2’ in MG M'nl Interviens.

-
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Chapter III

Ltr., Gen. Butler to CO lm, o date, in G-2 Periodls Rmm’
Alasiks (1942) May-Augest, in APIHI, Archives; of rad., CG, 1lith
AT %o OC AAP, #24,2005, 2l May 1942, CM-IN-6868 (5-20-h2).

G-2 Per. Report, ADC, 27 to 28 May 1942, in G~2 Per. Reporis,
Alssks, (1942) Uay-iug.

Ibid.

Rad., WD WPD %o CG WDC, 23 Apr. 1942, WD 929, CM-COUT-5808 (L~29-42).

Memo for OO AAF from C/AS, 18 NMay 1942, in AAC 381, Alasks.

Lir., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no dste, in G-2 Per. Reports, Alasks,
(1942) May-hug.

Red., COMINCH to Ads. King, 21 iay 1942, in AFIHI, Archives, 1llth
AF, Miso. dsta filed chronologlcally.

Rad., OPD to Gen. DaWitt, 20 May 1942, in AFIHI, Archives, 1llth
AP, Misc.

Rad., (G WDC snd Ath Army to CG AAF, i Apr. 1942, #66, CM-IN-1153
(=h=h2).

Ltr., Gen. Butler to Gen. Arneld, 16 Jue 1942, in AAG 381, Alasks,
Inid.
Inid.

Iér., Maj. Bea H. Pearse, Special Asst. te the CO, Wiag kg., ATC,
GP X to Capt. Oliver La Farge, histericsl officer, Hg. ATC,
3 Sep. 1943, in filse of ATC Aistorical 3ec.

Seven crews, flying IC-3 type aircraft were recommendsd for the
air medal for their work in opening, pioneering and maintalning
an emergency supply service to Alaska at the time ef the Duteh
Harbor Attaeck. Ltr., CG ATC to CG AAF, 15 Nov. 1943, in files
Alasksn Wing, ATC. Gen. Butler enly speaks of six avallable
transports. Lir..to Gen. Arnold, 16 Juns 1942, in AAG 381,
Alasks.

Do
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. 16, Ibid., ef. ltr., Gen. Bukler to CG ADGC, no date, in @-2 Per.

{ Reports, Alaska, (1942} May-hug. Authority had heen granted to
- station one RCAF squadron of the Vultee VYengeance typs Womber at
. Annette Ielend on 8 Apr. 1942; ltr., CG AA? %o AC/S, G-2, 16

- Apr. 1942, ia ARO 334.7, Defemss Soard, Csnada-Ui, 5.

17. Inels. to 1tr., Hq. 1lth A¥ to CG AAP, 12 Nov. 1942, "lst Person
Rarrastives,” in AFIHI, Archivew, 1llth AF, Misc.

18. Rxtract from 1tr., Maj. Ansley Watson to Naj. Gen. B. K. Giles,
8 Oct. 1942, in AFIHI, Archives, 1lth AP, Mise.

19. Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per, Reporis, Alssis,
(1942) May-Aug. The bour is listed ss "055%" im Report, CO,
Naval Base, Duteh Harbor, to Comdr, Alaskam Sector, & July 1942,
in AAG 385, Barfare.

20. Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per, Reperts.

21, Report, CO baval Base, Dutch Herbor to Comdr., Alasimn Sestor,
6 July 1942, ia AAC 385, Warfare.

22. Ipid.

= 23. 1bid.; ef. Ch. III, n. 20. Unless otherwise specified, the
: soceunt of the fighting will be taken from these two sources.

Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, =m0 date, in G—2 Per. a3 ef.
T 1tr., Gen, Butler to Gen. Armold, 16 June m,"“:.%, Alasks.
2%, See Appendix F.
26. Incl. to 0-2 Par. Report #23, 17 Juns 1942, frem G-2 Intelligerce
Scouts, Port Glenn, Alssks, to G-2, ADG, Fort Richardson, Alasks,
in G-2 Per. Reports, ilaska, (1942} Mey-tug.
27. See bppemiix P,

¥

2 8. Ltr., Gan. Butler te Gan. Armold, 16 June 1942, in AAG 361, Alasikas,

. 29. Ibid.
30, Saee Appendix

- - 310 Ltl‘-, Gen. Butler to CO lm, no dl“’ in B Pg. M' Cf.
i statement by lst Lt. John B. Murphy for Air COffice, AC, 26 June
. 1942, in 0-2 Per. Reports, Alssks, (1942) May-hug.
. \\\‘*\\'
PO !\\)\""
st
, .
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Lbr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, in G-2 Per, Reports.
Statement of Lt. Murphy {see Ch., III, n. 31).

Ltr., Gen. Butler to Gen. Armold, 16 June 1942, in AAG 341,
Alaska,

Memo for Chiaf of AAZ from Col. Butler, 10 Feb. 1942, in WP
IT-C~1 Alaska #1.

Ltr., Gen. Butler to Gen. Arnold, 16 June 1942, in AAQ 381,
Alsaks.

Ltr., Gen. Butler to CG ADC, no date, im G-2 Per. Reporta.

Ltr., CG 11th AF to GG AAF, 14 Mar. 1942, in AAG 452.1, Alloos-
tions; of. 24 Ind., CC WDG to CC AAP, 28 Mar. 1942, same basic
lstter, sime file.

8se Ch. Ii, n. 53.

See Ch. I, n. 51.

1lst Ind. to memp, Hq. AAF to C/S, 4 Jume 1942, in AAG 676.9,
Alaska; meao for Jir. of Alr Defense, 10 June 1942, in AAG 676.9,
Alagks.

On 10 June 1942 the AAG stated that 52 pilats had been earmarked
for Alsske. 92 officers and 1888 enlisted mea wers scheduled

% depart by the firat available transportation; lir., AAG to
CG YDC 10 Juna 1942, in WP IJ<C-] Alaska #2.

Abid.
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BISLIOGRAPHECAT, STATEMENT

Substantially, ihe foundaties for this study was laid with
mtierial taken from two main sources: the Army Alr !'o:'cn, Classi-
fied Pilles (cited AAG with decimsl) and the files of AC/AS, Plaas
{(oited as in the follewing example: WP I1-C-1). Both of these
ropositories are classified im auwch a way that material on the
Alaskan theater is readily accessible. The former, however,
provides mach of indirsct walue and incidental 1n.torut in 1its
general deciamnl classifications. Several files from The Adjutant
General's Central Files were found to bhe worth studying, thowgh
mnst of the pertinsat material contained thsrein dwplicatsd
correspandanse more rsadily svailable in the other two files.
Almost without exception, whers a decimal from any of the above
filas 1a refarred te, the decumemts ocontalned in the rest of the
designated volume hava been cheoked., A glance at the references
in the notes should, therefore, provide s fair indlcation of the
naterizl covered in additisn to that filed under "Alsska® in the
two first mentloned files, all of which was carefully sifted.

Useful information 13 contained in the Archives of the
Historical Division under the temporary hesding "Klaventh Air
Yorue, Nlscellaneous Date.” This ¢ollection insludes ssveral in-
tervisws of value, though maialy pertaining to the later period, some

-9 - LUNE \D[:N“M.
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% ocorrespondanse, ssms newspaper slippings, and a few eombst narratives
- of incidental value. Ilspertent on several topisa is the inmterview

* file in the library of the Collestion Division, AC/AS, Intelligemcs.
Bssemtial for the story of the combat aperatioas of June 1942 are
the G-2 Periedic Reports, and related documents, new in the keeping

- of the Histerieal Division Archives. Geserally speaking, material

on the sarlier sperations is extremely sparse. The Cable Nessages

fer tha paried have also besn checked. For the sarly months of

1942 they provide some valushle clues to the developaemt of pelicy.
There is, of courss, much material of a gensral rmtora, wseful for
orientation and often valuablé as an indicsticn of the direstion eof
public opinien, in newspapers and perlodicals. Though ssldom referred
to specifioally, these have been ganvaased by way of the ¥ew Yerk

" Times Index and the various perindisasl indexes.

CONEY AL

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



[ , Wyt

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AC
AC/AC
AC/AS
AC/S
ADC
ADF
AFACO
AFAEP

AFDPU

AFRB3
AFEOM

AWPD
AWS

C/AC
C/A3

Per,

PONT A
BLOSSARY PNTI8

Air Corpa
Assistant Chief of Alir Corps
Assistant Chief of Air Staff
Assistant Chief of Staff
Alasks Defense Command
Alasks Defeuse Force
Cosmanding General, Army Alr Forces
AC/AS, Opsrationsl Plans
Alr Porce Combat Command
AC/AS, Progress Planning
Dirsctor of Air Defense
Director of Base Services
Director of War Organisation and Movement
Alr Servioe Commend
Air War Flans Division
Ale Warning Service
Corpas Area .
Civilian Asronautics Administration
Chief of the ALlr Corps
Chief of Air Staff
Comsanding Genaral
Crficer
Commander im Chief
Chiesf of Staff
pDirector
Enginesers
Field Forces
Operations Division, War Departmsnt
cparstions
Quartermaster General
Perindig .
radisgran
Rayal Canadian Air Foroe
Secrstary of Yar
The Adjutant General
Unlted States Navy
Hestern Defense Command
Nar Plans Division, War Department

-8l -
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Appendix A - Reoord of Activation, Strength, and Key Pasrsornel
EXTRAC?

FIXLD BEADJUARTERS RLEVENTH ABMY AIR FORCR
Orffice of the Assistant Chief of Staff A-2
AP Q #980

An Outliae History of the
Eleventh Army Air Fores

15 JAN 42 to 1 DEC 43

To be wsed as the basis far the
permanent historical reoord of Rleventh

Army Alr Foree ourrently bejng ocompiled

* % * %

Celonel Everett S. Davis, 0-12530, (then Major) and two enlisted
men reported to Alasksn Deperitment (then Alaska Jefense Command) for
duty on 12 AUG 4LO. This small detactmant was the vangusrd of the
Eleventh Aray iir Force. Aray Alr Force organisations began to
assemble in the theater beglnning 21 FEB Al with the arrival of the
18th Fighter Squadron (thea rursuit Squadren - imterceptor), Aight
additional AAF umits arrivad on 23 FEB 41. By 17 OCT 41 AAF or-
ganizations on duty in the theater had incressed to such m exiemnd
that the Air Force — Alaska Defense Command was sctivated wnder
the ocommand of Colonel Kverett S. Davis (refer to table of uait
sctivation).

On 15 JAN 42 the Eleventh Army Air Porce (then Alasksn Air
Force) was born ~ commanded by Colonel Everett 3. ivavis. On 17 F5B
&2 sommand wmas temporarily assumed (under AR 95-60) by Colonel Lionel
H. Dualap, 0-10878. Major Geperal Wwillism O, Butler, 0-5245, (then
Colonel) sssumed gommand on 8 MAR 42. General Butler was promoted
to Brigadier Geheral on 17 MAR 42.

* ®* i W

On 1 JAN 42 the II Pighter Command (then Provisiomsl Interceptor)
Command) was activatsd under the vommand of Lt. Col. Normsa D.
8illin, 0-17889.

* * W ®

The %I Army ALr Force Service Command (then Provisional Bervice
Command) was activated on 21 JUN 42 under the command of Colomel
Lionel H. Dunlsp and succesded on 18 JUL 42 by Brigsdier General
Bobert V. Ignico (then Colonel).

- 82 -
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Appendix B - Alaskan Defense: Supperting Plan, Elsventh Air Force

: APPENDLX ¥O. 5
-
' »
AMIEY WO, § -~ AIR
P, FRON E_PLAN
SUPPORTING PLAN — 1ATH AIR PORCE (ALASKA)
1. MISSIOM
‘ a. GHNERAL

(1) Defense of Aray snd Naval bases and ether vital
installations againet land, alr and ses attask,
(2) Denlal of use by saemy of sir, land snd ses bases
in Alasks and the Aleutians.
b. SPECIFIC
(1) Condwsct air offensive against hostile maval, air,
. snd ground foress threatening the ailitary and nawval
iy defenses of Alasks.
" (2) Conduct the genaral alr defense of Alaska snd the
s 1ocal air defenme of vital areas snd establishments.
; (3) Establish and maintain an aircraft warming service
.- . within the Alasks Defense Commsnd.
. (4) Cooperate with Naval opersting forces in sccemplish-
mmt of joint missions.

2. ORGANIZATION

» ‘!l m
{1) See Table "A", Disposition of Uaits, 11th Air Force.
B.  COMMAND

(1) Units of the 11th Air Force will engage in offensive
and defensive operations ns directed by The Comssnd-
ing General, Alaska Defemse Comsand, under orders

- issned by the Comsander, llsh Air Force.

y 3. RFLOTMENT

T, 3. Efficlent operaticn by sir force wnits froa rapidly

N changing bases will be s prime factor in the air defense

of Alsska. Great areas, extended ceast lines snd
difficulties of eold weather operation make it necessary
that air units move with the seasons and the situwation.

b. Tastical units will be asszigned goneral missions, suitadble
to their equipment, supplemented ss required by definite
tasks.

con oAy

_——
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“ AOICRTNTHAL

Anchorage - Cook Inlet — Kensi Peninsuls - Prince Willism

Ssund Ares.

Kodiak - Naknek - Cold Bay Ares.

Dutoh Harbor - Ummak Arses.

Yakutat - Sitka - Annette Ares.

Bering Sea Cosst Arsa.

Central Alasksn Area.

Dafense prioritiss within sach area:

(1) ©Oil storsge aad loading facilities for the fleet.

{2) Permanent fortifications and naval establishesats.
3) Important sirdromes and other military establisiments.

The sbove priorities sre subjeot to change with varying

sitwation.

5. AIR POROE PACILITLE

b.

Air Fores Bases, Operating Airdromes, and Staging Fields,
Existing sud Planned, (See Table "F").

Present plans are to provide z weriss of operating air-
dromes that will peruit s flexible suployment of Air Ferce
Snits. The following table depicts the avallability, by
squadrons, of supply and housing fasilities at the wvarious
airdromes when the plans are earried out. This table dees
ot mesn that ths units will necessarily be sc disposed,
but that they may be if the situation so demande.

Bomb 5q (H) Bowb Sq (M) Pwr Sg (Int) Pur Sq (F)

Mrr n.ld L X ] 2 *m Fewrw 2 soemend 2 LR R B KN N X NN E N KN N
lﬂm [EX R NN NENENS N NN 1 [ FE R RN N ] 1 LE S XN L JJ l a9y
m E N ] 1 yesesesm 1 [N NN N ] 1 BN EENNEERSENRXEEN NI
counu - v 1 [ E N R NN E NN FNNERHNENMH:] 1 FRANBESBTEISBRSOED
cDrth. samcsesAmsReReava 1 nEsresPeNSEESERLILIOR Y 1 cen
Imht [EEFERNRENENE RN BN ] 1 AL RS AR EN AN R R l aap
Halmek S e
‘m‘.tt. ase l IR N ERNENE ENERESNRENNDNNE] 1 [ E RN AN EFNEENENNNENN.)
B.m‘l IFEENEEENNERNENKREJNS] 1 T EI SR ANEEENNESLFENY YNERNENR Y )
Juneau vewensnenvaseres L cesemsseervemscnnsensncnenes
‘mth E N B 1 IFYEEXES X EEN RN FEARRERRRSR R ENANEE SRR RE RN NN R |
m’i.ld [ R E NS EREEENENNNEN] l (TR I EEREEXNEEEENRET RSN NN E N MR N J
“ I E AR EYERNERENNENNNHN] l [LE N K R NN E SN N NENENERIEJRSSERREJNN§]
¢. Sites for long range Lircraft Warning Service Detector Stations

in Alaska, with dates whem each will be ready for ocsupancy

-9 - CONIDENTIAL
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»y Signal

SITR
Anchorage (liobile)

iil‘ip e

CANMNENTIAL

aotivation.

SITX

Corpe for installation af teshnical egquipment:

(1) RExisting fasilities.
DATE SIATIS OF RQUIPNENT
Temporary aite Now im eperatiom.

now oacupied

(2) Plamned facilities, with appreximte dates of
YR STATUS OF BQUIFMENT
Now ocewpled On hand

Chintak (Xodisk Island)

Stk
Palrbaaks (Medile)

Wislow

Lasy Bay
Einehinhroek
Torrester Island

Nikolski (Upnak Island}

Takutat

being
installed {sa)

Tob. 28, 1942 Set 1is in 3en Pran-
ciseo Depet (»}
Now Fot yet swpplied
or released.
April 15, 1942  Nol yet relessed
April 1, 1942 Not yet relessed (o)
April 1, 1942 Not yot released {d)
Jume 1, 192 Bot yei released
Undeterninable Bot yot released

April 1, 19A2 Not yet releoased

Nushagak {viminity of Igushik) September 1,152 Not yeb relesssd

Kwiguk (vieinity of Ramilton)

Taketna

¥ales (Cape Prinee of Wales)

Tigalda Ialand
Simsonof laland

Lagoon Poiat (mesr Fort Moller) Undeterminsble

Cape Avinof
Point Hope
Feint Barrow

September 1,1942 Net yet relessed
Undeterminsble Not yet released (o)
September 1,1942 Not yet relessed
Undeterainsble Not yebi released i.g
Undeterninghle Mot yet relesssd (f
Not yet roleasod (f;

Undeterainable Not yot rslessed (e
Undeterminable Mot yet relessed (e)
Undetersinable ot yet roleased (e)

Expect fwll operstion prior to Marsh 15th.

Date of eccupancy by Sigmal Corps retarded by
winter weather esnditions. Information ia that
soms teohnical eguipment has been shipped te
Sitka.

Prelixinary construstisn work has been started.
Kill sske recommendations that site be moved

to Cape Cleare oa Montages lslamd te securs the
better coverage available there.

Final survey not yet cempleted.

Survey completed, report and estimsts being
written and topographical map being dramn.

So—
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Keadquarters & Beadquarters Squadron, 11th Alr Foree
Headqwrters & Headquarters Squadvon, 28th Composite Greup
73rd Beghardunent Squsdros {Medium)
T7¢h Bowbardment Squadron (Nedinm)
Provisional Interceptor Command
18th Pursuit Squadren (Interoepter) (less 1 flight)
11th Pursult Squedren (Iaterceptor)
8ignal Company, Airsraft Waming, Alasks
‘1‘?““:..“&3 dq Squadron, 23rd Air Bame (Beint)
essdguarters Squadron, r Group
m Squadron, 23rd Alr Base Greup (Mforud;
3lat Materiel Squadron, 23rd Air Bsse Group (Reinforeed
32ud Materiel Squedron, 23rd Air Base Group (Reinforoed)
802nd Engineer Battalion (Avistion) (Separate)
699%h Ordnance Company (Aviation) (Composite)
748th Ordnawes Company (Avistien) \Air Base)
687th Grdnsnce Company (Aviation) (Pursult)
Li42nd Ordneate Company (Aviztion) {Bomberdmeat)
3rd Quartermaster Compuwny (Truck)
38th Quartersaster Company {Light Maintenance)
18th Sigaal Platoon (Lir Base)
408th Signel Company (Aviation)
A30th 3ignal Maintenance Compeny (ivistien)

Tow Target Detzohimens
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Alr Corps Detashment, Communication
Alr Corps Detachnsnt, Wsather

&*"‘\‘

Decontanination Detachment, Chexical Warfare Sarvice
Medical Detachment, Alaskan Air Base
2. HEgvel Mr Station (Fort F disk .
36th Boahardment Squadron (Hesvy)
Flight, 16th Pursuit Sguadron {Interceptor)
DP Detachment, Alaskan Air Bese
3. Amn 1 ri
DP Detachaent, Alaskan Alr Base
Air Corps Weather Detachment
Army Alirways Communications Systea Detachment
i k. Yakutat Laoding Fiejd, Alasis.
DP Detachment, Alsskan Air Base

Air Corps Weather Detachment

Army Airways Commnications System Detachment
5. O A W Detae s ats

Ladd Fleld, Pairbeaks, Alasks
Otter Peint, Alasks

- 6. Qther Army Airways Comsnications Systes Detachments ab:

Ladd Pield, Fairbanics, Alaska
Naknek, Alaska
Cold Bay, Alasks

"y
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‘ 1. Advanced operating uirdromes, now under ocnsiructisn, =
dates when limited oparations thersfrem may be pessible:
8. Tamtat - ~ c e -z r r e e - o Marsh 1, 1942
.’\i D AMOtAe == - == m = m === = Mareh 1, 1942
8. ColdBAy = v cowcmomccem - dpril 1, 1942
to d. COrdove = = == = ~ = = = = = = = - - April 1, 19a2
s. Umosk -~~~ - e e m e .- ¥ay 1, 19A2
£. Malmek — - = - - - - - -~ July 1, 1942
g Bothel « - cccm e e m === July 1, 1942
- h. Junesy - -~ = ~ = - e - - duly 1, 1942
“:{ 1. Moms - - r - m e e e e August 1, 1942
A 2. Alirdromes which now are or which will be svalisble for use:

" a. Ladd Field, Pairbanks ~ Alr Corps Cold Weather Test.
Potentially an Alir Corps Depot, Replacement Center
or Alr Base. Awvailable now for one (1) Squadron, any
type combat aviation.

* b. Galema - Staglog aud Emergmoy - Ready pow.
¢. Big Dalts - Staging and Emergemey - Ready now.
d. Nerthway -~ Staging and Emorgency - Ready pow.
- 2. MeGrath — Oparsting sirdrome - Auguet 1, 1942.
1. Port Heidan - Stuging and Emergency ~ July 1, 1942.
. - g. Gulkans - Propossd Operating Alrdroms but svailadility

indsterninate dus to unforsesn construsiien difficulties
involving suitabls soil texture.

-95 -

g

y
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO012958




o0
o
N LONFIDENTIAL
1
sTarisn LOORE F2 Rutwavs ALRBIAY BURFAUE KERSAAFY FUEL, Bouze | towshm | OMEANTRNE
1 _tmapodes Lag Frs {Hadensy ong} loamaspry{snicARASE
¥ = AR PASE ] mmﬂm‘mj
D« CRERLTING w g z 8 ;B MR o & a
m P 2 E £ : £33 & g ] | % & i 2
§ = BYast £ 3 F 85 |8s_ 7 ¢ e 2 B E m 3
g FIEk 3 5 d g | Bg |£88¢ = ] S g | 5| & &|&g|=]|¢&
e 1w PESSE
—— 1] 0= dwmis ='n3r | a0 00 | LOU00 | MEO0D | W00 |UATADAR | @AOKDMN | 59,000 | 4,050,000 @ 3l e |2 [we) e
[— I=5400 i
. m 2 | o= oz, oF47 | 1Bra ) SO0 | SS0C0 |BNB prLED 40,003 | §400,600 ot o [t |9 Lt
(V)] 3| 5o BES TR aPEIE | BTN Y200 | 580 aravts | Adematy | 25,000 o, Q|8 | &
Pexsta) |
h A B GOLD HAY s | e w RFH HonE ammr | o000 | 550,000 | o] ws| e j2 o | B
% & | 0~ canzova wrogr | gy & 0 | 2-mio  |CRavet | Cimoamre | ES,000 | 4,000,000 pwooo|{ o (2 (o |E
D & | ewmmemme | SPE | a%Ep 0| s SONTARTS | CONTRERE | 430,000 | 5,000,000 [2,856 |S,000] & |& (4 (B
SwRED
Q 7| B Ak P | pfsdE e | w00 | eaen | eooed  [saw atweaky | 5,000 | 6TO0G0 o (2 ]e |@
Mu R gfay | wTRs | 1 e | oo [ | Asamt | OO0 | 560,000 o lr |e |+
o D] G- jummai sFer | ¥R = o romm. | Pewsmze | G000 | co0,0m0 g0 o[y [0 |4
[elex]
7)) 8| 0w gy i S e By | 3ER e |getoasys | comtnmre ] ooy | 00,000 | BOS (LaD| £ |3 (R |3
- L et [ Poerriorind
- 1| o=tam I | MTIP £33 | MR OG0 [BouzmiE | DONSHRIE Ry eReo o) TR 1 1
[ 2| 5w oyt | wam | 3D | eE20 OES Sme | AMAMT | G000 | 1,082,000 =i e[+ |l |
At 1T
W3 | e Baeut B04GT | 155743 o | e | pShoe| 2400 [Sa AEPHMT 00 | 4,000,000 o] o f2 e |2
| 0w pmr sfar | st | B0 | a0 pe [oravas | Assemy | 220000 | LET000 oo o [+ (42|
15 | 5w BoRpaAY s | s | e | e avcL | ABPHALY 00,800 olgRlo | O
15 | 5o~ Fony pepmen | SEPsse | smeconr o 0 |toim ALTBALT 129,000 o (12 |e | o
2| D uwAx wEar | 46v°nDr =" | =500 [nons ACPHALY F B, G0 Gett 0 |3 ] 3
0w FARLTAT 25795 B | e 200 I00NCRENE | ConpsRTE | ARO000 | 1,0m,000 | 4D mm— 0lz |1 |2
t

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

| s | '

Appendix C - Airfislds (ENHRENIL

4

. EXTRACT from letter, Hq. WOC to TAG, 18 July 1941, subjest, "Defemss
of Alaska, Air Combat Unite,” signed Li. Gen. Delitt, in AAGC 341,
Alaska.
* % % *
2. g. The present status of airfield construction will
permit the use of air units as follows:

* - Elmendorf Fleld - 6 squadrons
Ladd Field -1 8q.
Kodiak - 2 sqs. sbout Sepd. 15
Takutat - 1 sq. sbout Aug. 15
“ Nome - 1 8q. sbout Sept. 15
f‘ Additional CAA airfields have besn authorized and are in varying
¥
Lq, degreess of comstruction:
‘ ' Bethel indefinite  me swerd Parcentages refer te
gontrasted miural
Big Delta 208 60 days surfses raways with
a0 paving of fislds.
Boundary 204 60 daya Suitable for limited
. operation saly and
Cordova 108 90 days mot for full lead.
Gulkana indefinite no award
Jumesu 5% 90 days
¢ Nclrath indefinite n» sward
» Naknek 0 120 days
- Nome 60% 30 days 1 runwy
\ 60 dsys remaining
rusiays
Ruby 2 75 dayn

* % % *

g 0N
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EXTRACT
MRMORANDUN FOR THZ CHIEF OF THZ ARMY AIR FORCES:
Subjeet: Report of Inspeetion of Alaskan Activities

¥ ® o

Des. 4 - 1341

3. Discussien of Conditions anda Frodless of Each of the
Activities Mentioned in Paragraph 2 gbove,

2. Junesu.

This landing field is being constructed under the super-
vislon of the CAA. “The Northwest-Southesst landing strip is
estimated to be 70% complete. The estimated date of completion,

- including the North-South taxi strip i= December 1%. ¥hen completad,
operations can be conducted from this fleld under favorable weather
canditions. The fialg is surreunded by high hills whieh would nake
operating therefroa extremely difficuit and dangerous in bad weather.
A let~down through sn Overcast would be & dangerous procedure. When
this field is Completed it will have twe runwys 5000 by 300 feet.
Alsska Dafense plans call for its use as an operating bage,

There is no housing availsble at this time for service
Peraounsl,

. Seward.

- This field ia being constructed under the supsrvisien
of the CAA. The grading has been completed ca the 300 by 2600 landing
strip. Additional work on surfacing with shale ang graveal is
anticipated. 7This field is t00 anall to be used as an opersting
field. An extension of the runway wonld bhe extremaly difficult and
costly. Thie field is not being considered in any capacity in the
Alaska Defense Plan,

8. Kodiak.

This field is belng constructed under Navy swpervision.
One 5400 foot runway, one 3380 fooi runway snd one 24,00 foot rnwmy
have been completed. The extension of the 2400 foot runway to 7500

must be made from the wuth or shore side of the field. When

- completed, if the sxtension of ona runway to 7500 feet is suthoriged,
the field will conaist of two runwsys 5000 by 150 feet and one ruoway
7500 by 150 fast. Alsska Defense rlans call for its uwee ag an

P CONHIOENTRL
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- operating base. Landings froa the north, mertheast er morthwest
g would be impossidble under low ceiling conditions dus to the
mountainous terrain in these direetions. The extonsion of the 2400
foet rumway to 7500 would meke landings under the adove ¢onditions
of weather relatively safe from the south regardless ef wind
conditions.

o}‘

Housing for ground troops now thers is approximstaly
80K cemplete. Ho bousiag for iir Corps personnel has been started.

* % * *

d. Duteh Harbor.

. Thers is no landing fisld at Dutch Herbor. Flaos have
bean campleted for construction of a field at Citer Point on Usmak
Island. The Joint Board hes approved the comstruction of this
fiald, as wsll as the staging fields at Cold Bay amd Port Heldea.
Under ths present plans, Ottar Point is the most western fisld to
be eatablished along the Aleutian Chain, This field should be built
and shelter provided for cperations of purzuit, as well as heavy
bombardmsnt airplanes. Construction of shelters for airplanes should
proceed simultanecously with that of the rusways. Wind conditlons
in this locality registering gusts up to 100 miles an hour wonld
24 meie operations impracticable without soms kind cf airplame shelters.
v Alagks Defense Plans cell for its use as am opersting bass. It %s
believed that for the purpose of long-range planning and a possible
% extension of fidlde westward, that a preliminary survey should be
) - nade of the Aleutian Izlands out as far a3 Attu Island.

# * A& *

2. a Croek).

This field i# being construsted under the swervision of
the CAh. The one Northsast~3puthwest landing strip has been com—
plsted., The entire length of runway is availsble for lasnding. Mo

- paving is contemplated at this time as sufficlent funds ere not
svaileble. Whan sompleted this field will have two rumways 5000

by 300 fest. Its use as a staging fiecid is contemplsted in Alaska
Defetrsse Plans.

. Yo shelter ls avallshle for serviece personnel.
. L. Big Delbas.
4 Baing constructed undsr the supervision uf the GAA., Both

landing strips sre cosplete snd availabis forlimding, Asphait surfacing
will be ascomplished in the spring. When cempleted this field will

- - CONFIDENTIAL
| e
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have two runways 5000 by 300 foeet. Alasks Defense Plans call for
its ues as » 3steging field.

Ho housing is availsble for service persomnel.

& McGrath.

Belng constructed under the supervision of GAA, The
Fast-¥est runway is completed except for hard surfacing. This
runwey is 250 feet wide by 3,200 fest long. The North-South ruwway
has beem cleared, grubbed and stripped with the surface mooth.
Orading bss not been completed. Landings can be made on the East-
¥est runway. Asphelt surfacing wili be aceomplished in ths Spriag
of 1942, When completed this fisld will hawe two rumrsys 5000 by
200 fset. Its use as s sub-base is contemplated.

No houning is avsilsble for service perscnnel.

h. Oalens (West Ruby).

Beihg vonstructsd under the supervision of the Cik.
A runway 6000 feet long and 500 feet wide has been clearcd and
brought to a rough grade. A gravelsd runway LOOO feet long is
available for landing. Asphaltlc concrete paving is planned for
this ruaway during ths swamer of 1942, When completed this fisld
will have two runwaye 5000 by 300 feet. Alasks Defense Plans
call for its use as a staging field.

No housing has been bulll for smervies personnel,
i. Xoumse.

Being constructed under supervision of CiA. Beoth
raways 5000 by 300 fest have bsen completed excapt for hard-
surfzecing. Both runways are avallzble for landing. The present con-
tract includes the asphslt surfacing of runway on the NHortn—South
landing strip. This will be acoomplished in the summer of 1942,
Alsska Defense Plans call for its use as an operating field.

Housing is approximately 853 complete for the ground
garrison. HNo heusing is awailable for Air Corps troeps.

J. Bethel.

Being constructed under the suwervision of the CAA.
The hortheast~Southwest runway has been stripped, grubbed and graded
to a rough grade. A 200 foot atrip, L[500 feet long hus been smoothed

- 100 —
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and is availsdle for landings when the ground is frosem. Ne funds
- are available for paving but both rumways will be treated with &
: senl-road aix of bunker fuel. The fleld with sbove surfasing will
be sompleted in the spring of 1942. VWhen completed this field
. will have two runways 5000 by 300 feet. Alasks Defenss Plans eall
’ for its use a3 an operating field.

']

No housing is available for service truops.

k. Haknek.

Being constructed wnder the supervision of the CAd.

Rough grading has besen completed on the North-South runway, clearing
and grubbing is baing done on the Bast-West runway. Laadings can
be made on the North-South runway. It is planned to stabilize the

- mtire width of the North-South runway during the sammer of 19i2.
Stabilization will consist of asphalt smuzlsion, sand mixturs. Whan
complsted this field will consist of two runways 5000 by 300 feet.
Its use as an operating fileld 1s contesplated.

Bo housing is available for service persomnel.
4. Cordova.

Dsing constructed under the supervision of the CAlk. The
Kast-West runwy has been rough graded and a strip 200 feet by 3500
feot is aveilable for landing. WYork is progressing on grubbing of
~3 the North-South runway. Grading of this runwy will probably be
L . completed with the funds now available. Plane have been dram for
- a concrets landing strip on the centelr of the East-West runway, but
funds sre not available. When completsd this Flield will consist of
tw runways 5000 by 300 feet. Defense Flans call for its use as an
opsrating fisld.

— 2 ‘

- o housing is available for service persennel.
n. Jakutat.

Baing coustructed by Aray sngineers. One concrete
runway 7500 fest long and 150 fest wide (S5-45° W Eunway) has been
completed. A strip 5000 faet by 150 fest has been completed on

. the 3-45° E rummay., An additional 1270 foet was being worked on
~ snd was due for completion by December 1, 1941. An additional strip
. 1230 feet long will be sompleted next spring. Work ls progressing

,;_ . on the hangar md apron sres. The enginesr informed me that nothimg
- 10} -
-
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was baing done on the Eest—Nest runway as mo funds were availsble.
It is believed that the two runways . . . are sufficient for
operstions from this fiald. However, an Bast-Nest taxi strip
would facilitate operations. Defemse Plans call for its use as an
eperating field.

Nousing has been completed for the permanent Grouand
personnsl. WNo constructinn has been started for Air Corps persomnel. . . .

n. Metlsketls (Annette Islend).

Being construsted by Army eaginsers. The Horthwest-
Southwast runway has been graded. A temporary macades surfsace
100 feot wide by LLOO feet long has been complsted and this strip
is available for landings. Clearimg on the Northeast-doutimest
runway is approximately 908 completed. Work has besn started on
the hangar and apren arsa. The estimated date of complstion is
October, 1942. ¥When completed the field will consist of tws renwys

SO00 by 150 feet. Its was as sn opersting bese is contsmplated in
the Alaska Defemse Plan.

The hwesing has besn completed fer the Grousd persomnel
now thare. No housing is awvailsble for Air Cerps troops.

* % # #

(sgd)

Eail C. Kisl
Ls. Colomsl, Air Corps.

- 102 -
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Appendix D - Station Lists
EXITRACT
AIR STATION
* » ¥
2nd Revision, Feb. 10, 194l
* x w
ALASKA
Apchorage
Officers Enlisted Mea
Unit Other Other
Ualt Qld New A.C. Brench A.C. Bramoh
Alr Corpe
28th Composite Op Hq & Hg Sq x 18 232
18th Fur 8q (1) x 33 157
36th Bomb Sq (M) x n 206
73rd Boamb Sq (M) x 51 a7
23rd Air Base Gp Hy & Hq 3q {Beinf)x 1 131
2hth Alr Base 3q (R) x 8 7 %
st Nateriel 8q x 5 203
32nd Materisl Sq 5 203
Weather Det . x 1 12
Communications Det x 1 U
) Taw Target Flight (Sep) x _9 42
T Total 176 1562
- 103 -
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Fairbanks
{ Officers Eliated Nen
. Unit Other Other
. vaiy Old New A.C. Bramch A.0. Brsmoh
' Detachments from wmits at Anchorage
Weather Det x 1 10
Commmivations Let x X 20
Total 2 20
) Yakutet
Yesther Det 0 8
Comsunications Det 0 8
Total v] 1b
) Metlakatls
‘* : Neather Det 0 8
'l Commwnioations Det 9 8
k‘ Total 0 16
B + % #*
!
’
T FNFIDENTHL
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) AANEICTSITIAY
- RITRAGY
- 1st Ind. (1tr., Asst. Ch., ASC to CG AAF, 24 March 1942) Ha. AAF 1o
g CG ASC, 30 April 1942, in AAG 400.34k5, Alsska.
; Subject: Strength and composition of air garrison for Alaska,
‘ £ B W
[dita furnished by Operatiens Div., WD, GS under date of 23 April 192/
g:. Proseat
i Ft. Gresly, Xodiak 364h Bomb Sq (H) 37 Officers 229 EM
Dat 18th Pur. 8q {I) 8 32
- Fi. Glemn, Umnak Det A.C. Det Weather
(Alsska) 0 2
Ladd Field, Falrbsnks A.C. Det QWY 36 e
Base Det (Awn) 6 70
Det A,.C. Dot Communi-
cations (Alaska} O 10
Det A.C. Dot Neather 1 A0
L:: Ft. Richardson, Anchorage A.C. Det Communica~
b tions (Alaska) 1l 75
- A.C. Dot Weather
# {Alaska) & 120
. 23vd A B Gp
Bq & Hq 3q 12 107
- 2th A B Sq ] 11
J1sh Mat 5q 10 176
J2nd Mt 3q 10 176
- 28th Comp (p
Rq & Hq Sq 18 232
Hq & Hq Sq 11th 15 158
. 73rd Bemwb Sq (M) 51 246
T7th Bomb Sq (M) 51 246
Med Det i 8
. 11th Pur Sq (I) L1 00
18th Pur Sq (I) (-) 33 178
r Mad Det 1 8
- Med Dot (A B) (Avn) 1 k
_ Tow Target Det 9 h2
‘ Yakutat Landing Field Det A:C. Weather 0 5
oo (Alaska)
M ‘Icﬂ n‘ M‘
oations (Als) 0 2
- 105 - CONFIDENTIAY
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i} b. Authorized but not yet present
- Ft. Glenn Fur. Sq. Not yet designated
“ ¢. 8l3th Eagr. Ba. (Ava) (Sp) At present with 2nd AP
&~
‘ 4. Trensport Sq (16th Transp Sq recommended but not moved)
» & #*
v
i
o
I
Y
w
— l“ —
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Appendix E — Alrersft Status

50=-SP=503
AAF AIRPLAMES OH HAND IN ALASKAN THEATER (11TH A IR YORCE)

LDec il LAprioh2 3w iz 30 Jun 192

B-17 6

k
[ |
LI
| V]
o n

13-30

B-10
B-18
Be25

1y or
‘-llﬁi"

§

ot
P=37
p-38
P39

P=43
-39
C-7
C=49
=53

¢-67
C-73

AT-7

NREE -
T 5B E < Biws

I?lllg

[ O T T I T O |
P ot =0

Linnw cowotormwe HEBRIE o 8wE

(O I O N L ol o ol o B

0-49
OA-5

=nibt

Statistical Control Divisioa
Office of Managessnt Contrel
28 March 19k4
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s, CONTIDEN 11

EITRACT from radiogram, Hy. WOC & Ath Aray to Ch. of Staff, Op. Div.,
#545, 3 June 1942, CM-IN-0959 (6-i-42), signed DeMitt.
As of 2 June 1942 this is the physical location of sirplanes
in Alsvia:#®
At Ladd Fleld iy P=36h
At Fort Randall 12 B=26
2 P=kO
2 B-18
At Klmendorf 7 B-17E
15 P-39F
L P-36A
5 B-18k
1 LB-30
8 B-26
20 P-38
At Fort Glam 12 P-d0
At Fort Greely 16 P40
3 P-36A
2 b-18
#Compars this report with the data given oz p. 45 of the text, preseat
study. Apparspt discrepanties are due to the splitting up, om or
nesr the date glven, of the sguadrons of P-40's and B-26's sta~
tioned in the dleutians. Compare also with the report for 3 June
1942 glven in this sppendix. No atteapt 1s made to secount for

certain minor iiscrepancies between thess two documents.

o i——
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- Appendix F - Combat Sumaaries
t
.« EXTRACT
e 6 July 1942
! M50
From: The Commanding Officer.
To: The Commnder, Alaskan Sector
Subjeet: Boshing st Duteh Harbor - report om.
) & * 8 %
. 23. Summary:
FIRST BAID (June 3) SECOND RAID (June &)
' %m %_Pom
15 ters 10 Fighters
13 Horisontal Bosbers 11 Dive Bombers
— 8 Horisental HBombers
28 29
<y The type of alreraft used by the enemy has been variously
: identified. ALl wors whedl-type, single-engined monoplanes; it is
; believed that all had rstractable landing gesr.
) FIRST BRAID SECOND MID
16 200 (7) 1b bosds 27 500 (7) 1» bombs
18 500 (?) 1babombs
TOTAL: 16-200 1b and 45500 (7) 1b bombs.
- Personnel Casuslties:
mnvy ARMY
- 8 Navy Dead 33 Dend
-~ 1 Marine Corps Dead
v _1 Siems Drake Puget Sound Dead —
*ie. . TOTAL 10 33
~ Materisl Casualties:
Q e oaly serious material casualties were the loss of four
) 6666 barrel fuel oil tanks, 22,000 barrsls fuel ell, 625,000 gallons
diesel oil, the burning of the Northwestarn wpperworks and interior,
and the burning of the issue warehouse. Efficlieat fire fighting
supervised by Major G. P, Groves, U.5.M.C. saad Pire Chief, Harold Joe
Davis prevented the spreading of fire frem the warehouse to the weden
oil tanks.
ﬁm t/W. M. UPDNGRAFF X201-0
Y. - CONEIDENTIAL
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- Hq Kleventh Air Forse
Alr Striking Group (7.G. 8.3)

. KODIAK, ALASEA
SUBJECT: Summary of Operatioams to June 10th.

© : Commending UGeneral, Alaska Defense Commmnd, Fort Rishardson,
Alaska.

SN BN S

* #* #
The close of the day found: /Jihe following rapert is fer the ith of

) June,/
1 LB~20 washed out at Kodiak returningfrom Elmendorf Field.
1 B-26 Lt. Thornbrough nissing over Cold Bay.
1 B-17 Lt. MansCield missing in action.
1 B-26 Lt. Taylor - shot in astion ~ out of coamissjon.
2 P=40's shot down in action.
¥ The ALr Striking Force had besn shifted eonsiderably as the
situation developed and combat airplanes in commission were mow
’“ . dispesed as follaws:

It. Glem b, Randell

7 P<i0's 25 P=i0's

8 3-26's 12 p-26's
- . 3B-1T's

1 LB~30

- to Navy Contro

2 B-17's
1 1B-30

Summary of enamy contacts on June Ath:
: 1. Two terpedo hits on & crulaser by Capt. Meals and Lt. Northamer.

fq -‘ 7-‘ v"‘

2. One torpedo on a carrier deck by Lt. Thornbrough resulsing in AA
damage to Lt. Taylor's B-26.
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3. Capt. Marks assumed hit on “gomething™ with & 1000 pnld beab.
h. Aerial combat resulting in 4 enemy plenes shot dewn snd 2 P-40's

~be oA

domsed but one Pilot escaped.
CRERS MISSDNG IN ACSTON
1 B.26 $,0-1408 B-1 -

P capt. Tmmmud’l P, c‘ptn Mfi.l‘
- CP Lt. Nystomn
B ILt. Lee
¥ Lt. Smart
. . 2 3/sgt. J. L. Wiseman
B. Sgt. Jayoox
G. Sgt. Jordan
Injured in action and evacuated to Ft. Richardson - Znd Lt.
V. F. Peterson.
No targets were reported on June 5th. Search-attack missions
‘f{ ¥ were conducted as follows:
' Major Donohow with 6 B-26'y and 0600 to 1020; Capt. Pickerd with
6 B-26's time not determined and Capt. Gallagher with & B-2%'s,
Capt. Dunlap took his 5 B-17's and 1 1LB-30 out twice, onoce from 730
to 1245 and once from 1705 to 1950 when he returned thea to Ft.
) Randal)l. Thers were rno contatts made and when the day closed the
Air Striking Oroup wes disposed as fellows:
Ft. Randall M. Glean

2] B-26'a 18 P-hO's
5 B-17's

i LB=30
24, P~lD's

8 P=33's (enroute)

™\

a".-.w;

-m”

PONEINCRTIAY
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On the evening of the 7th, combat ships in commission of the
Alr Strixing Force had been disposed ss follows:

Ft. Randall Pt. Glenn
26 P40t s 18 P-i0's
8 B-17"xs 6 P-38ts
1 LB-30
22 B-26'a
* w =

/On the svening of the 9th, dsposition was as follows:/

Ft. Glenn e, Randell
18 P-40's 24 P=40's
7 P=38's 7 Heavy bombers
7 8-26's 16 B=26'a
% * %

WILLIAK O, BUTLER,
Brigsdier Geasral, Army Air Porces,

Commanding.
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Air Inspector, 21

Alr Service Command, 4043, &

A:Lzz u?n' service, 37-3%, 50-51,

» 65

Alasikan Air Base, 6, ki

Alaskan Defenss Command, 10, 29,
h2-47, 51

Alsskan Flight, 1934, 4=5

Mﬂ(‘, 5"12’ “' ﬂ’ 25, a,
3“3 33"',9’ 51. 51"53

Annette Island, 53, 56

Antiairoraft, 29, 39, 51, 55;
eneny use of, 57, 61

Ayaold, Gen. H. H., 5

At‘“’ 59"&, &

B

B-17, A9=50, 53, 5657, 60
=26, 53, 55-%8, 62
Bering Sea, 2%

Bethel, 11, 17

2 ' .
Busckner, Lt. Gen. 3. B,, 10-11,

15, 20, 29-31, 33, 37, 41, hd5, L9
Butler, Maj. Gen. W. O., 17, 35-37,
WO-h2, A5, A9-50, 52, 60, 62-65

¢

Cansds, 17-18, 41. Ses slse Boyal
Canadisn Air Foroe.

Cape, Lt., 58

Castaner, L. V., &7

Catagory of Defense, 33-33

Chanceller, Lt., 58

Chignik, 12, 1bk

Civilian Asronantics Administration,
8, 11, 16-17, 20, AS

Coast artillery, 29

Cold Bay, 25, 3k, A8-50, 52-54,
56-57, 59, 62-63

Cold-weather testing, 6-7, 16,
oS

~aR ..
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Communications, 1314, 17, 22, 5l.
Ses also Transportatisn.
Cordova, 12, 17

Dale, Lt., 58

Davis, Lt. Col. E. 8., 43-kb

-3, 52

Mitt, Lt. Gen. > Lo’ 1’. 27'
29: 31-32. 35; 37"'38’ Ay

Dimond, Anthony J., 3=h

Direstor of Alr Defense, 38

Danlsp, Capt., 57

Datch lebOr, 1"”2, n‘n’ 22"25’
A7~28, W35, h7-hB, 50, Sh-36,
58-59, €3, 65

Eareckson, Csl., 57

REdmonton, 51

18th Pursult Squadron, 52-53

Kleventh Alr Porce organization,
43, k5, 5354

11th Pursuit Squadren, 52-53, 58

Elmendorf Field, 41, 53, 56

Engineering, 20

4

Faireanks, 512, 16, 34, 29, R
Perrying Comaand, L2-43
55¢h Puarsult Group, 37
Yort Glenn, 49, 53-56, 58. 3es

Uamak.
Port Greely, A9, 56. See also

Fort Lewis, Wesh., 16

Port Nesrs, 55. Ses ales Duteh
Harbor. -

Port Relsen, 18

Port !Mllw i‘;% 53-54, 56. Ses

!o%m 43, A9. Ses alse
Anchersge.
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Fort St. John, 18
k24 Bombardament Group, 37
Tunds, 16. Ses also Legislation.

G

Gaffney, D. V., 21

Gakona, 12

Grand Prairie, 18

Grest Circle Boute, 8

Gl‘bund r\am‘" 3, 5, 9“10, 2&-“‘27,
29, 333k, O, hi. See also
Infantry, Coaat Artillery, Anti-
alrcraft.

Gulksna, 17

N
Rewail, 7--8
Hoppin, Marshall, 11, 20
1
Identificstion, enemy aircraft, 61
Infantry, 5, 29
J

Joint Board for Defease, 15
Juseau, 5, 17

Ketchikan, 8

Kisks, 8, 52, 54, 59-60, 62
Kediak Ialand, 8, 11-12, 15-16,
23, EZ; 28, 3h, 38-39, 48-49,

L

Ladd Field, 21, 34, 41, 55. Sce
also Fairbanks.

\\
‘h!!! g

CONTINENTI

1B-30, 53, 57
Legislstion, 45, 7, 9, 16
lockwoed, B. C., §

M

MeGrath, 12, 17
cIntyrs, Lt., 59
NcKinley, A. C., 24
Maintenance, 3d and kth
echelon, 41
Mansfield, Capt., 57-58
Marks, Capt., 57-58
Marshall, Gen. George C., 28
l‘lll, Cnpt-, 55-58
Merchant Marine, 22
Metlakatls, 16
Morale, 60

FNaknek, 12, 17

Eavy, U. 8., 1, -9, 1316,
n"zfs 33, h§-50 53"‘5‘&1
5658, 60,62-63

Some, 5, 11, 17

Borthwestern Airlines, A2

O
Otter Point, 55. Ses also Umnak.

P-”! 35! 60"'61

P-39,

P-k0, 35, 53, 55, 58, 61

Pan-American Airlines, A2

Parachute troopas, 10, 1k

PBI, 50

Pmcnt Joint Board on Defense,
Canada-United States, 16, 18

Parsoansl, 39-i0, Lk, 4%, 5": 59;
b1, bi-65. See slsc

Point Barrow, 5

Port Hardy, 18
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Port Helden, 25
Prince George, 18

R

Radio, snemy use of, 61

Royal Canadisn Air Foree, 53, 56
Ruby, 12, 17

Russia, 27, 29, 33, 48, 60

Seattle Port of Baburkation, AOD

Services of Supply, 4O

th Bo’zbardnent Squadron (M),
23,

73d Bombardssnt Squadron (M}, 56

Sewsrd Peninsula, 23-24, 38, 47

Siverian bases, 33

Sitka, T-8, 15

éth Air Depot Group, Al

Smithers, 18

Starnes, Hep. Jos, 7

Supply, 1819, 22, 24, 28, 30, 32,
2&;2;. 3T=hO, h3~hi, L3=52, 5k,

T

Tactical lessons, 61-62

Taylor, Lt., 57

'rhoomg. Adu. B. A., h5-4b, 49,
52, 5

36th Bombsrdment Squadron (K),
53, %6

_—

SN

Thormbreugh, Capt., 57
Tolfino, 18

rratnin!; by 31, 37, WO, 5k, &1,

Treansportation, 10, 17-20, 2,
27] ”j w, lﬁ-ﬂu ’09’ 51’ 65'
See also Communications.

Transport pilots, 51-52

28th Composite Uroup, 43

U

Unalanka Island, 8, 1114, 32, 55

United Airlines, A2

Umnak, 13-15, 22, 25, 3, 34~35,
4B-63

¥

Nar Plans Division, Alr Corps,
26, 3

Watson Lake, 18

'.ath‘r, l, h, 6, 11—12, 16, m—lq,
36, Sk, 61. See aleo Celd-
weather testing.

¥astarn Jefense Command, 15, 27,
34-35, 37, W5-ib

¥hite, Lt., 58

Whitehorse, 12, 18

Wileox bill, 5

Yakutat, 12, 16, 56
Yukon River, &
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