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FOREWORD

This study, prepared by ,Ig_&gjﬁ.__ﬂa_.rx:isﬁ,__‘i@y_;e_g of
the Combat Operational History Division, AF Historicel
Office, analyzes in considerable detail the air action
carried out by AAF waits in the Bismarck Archipelago
aresa from November 1943 to varch 194k, thus supplementing
other narratives in the AALF Historical Series which deal
with the operations of the Thirteenth Air Force in the
Solomons and the Fifth Air Force in New Guinea, The
campalgn here described had in itself considerable strate-
gic significance in that it covered the flank of important
westward operations in New Cuines, helped to make possible

the by-passing of

Rabaul and Kavieng,

and afforded positions

in the Admiralty
bages for the later invasion

Tslands whaich were used as major staging

of the Philippines.

the present

{ike other AAF Historical Studies,
parrative is subject to revision as additional materials
become available, Readers are ancouraged to submit informa-—
tion or correciions on the perforated sheets attached at the
end of the study.
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Chapter 1

HS MILITAET SITUATION ARD PLiLS FJR CPIERATION DESZ=RITY

Hey Britain, foruing the gouthern boundary of the Bismarck Sea,

A1liled drives in the fall of 1942, On the

pridged the gup betwWesn Lwo
ghrough the Solomons tovard

east, South Pacific forces were advancing

gt Paciflc forces were noving along the

2abzul. On the west, Soubhwe
"ew Britaln was con-

cost coast of Mew Gulnes. Japancse shrength in
centrated on the Gazelle Pexlnsula and at Cape Gloueaster. From

pouy sent alr, neval, ond ground

Tabaunl on the Gazolle Peninsuln the €

anits to oppose OIF South Pecific advance; at Cape Gloucester, the

ercised partial eontrol over straits eonnechting the Riemarck

Cperation DEXTERITY, begun in
1. over these sfraits and forced

enemy ex
yestern llevw Britain

and Solomon gend.

in December 1943, erded Jepamese conbro

ne Gazelle Peninsule. mhe conquest of western Yew

the eneny dack to t
and tke capture of the Adwmiralsy

Britein, the peutralization of Esbaul,

| slands assured sllied doninatlon of the 33 suarck Archipelago.

The Bisuarc Archipelacd

A erescent-shuped group of islands, 1ying between northeastern

ew Guinen and the northern limit of the Solomon Islonds, corprises
tha Bienarck Archipelago. Tew Britain ano ew Ireland, largest
~rt of the crescent. Hew

iglands in the archipelage, form tae nain p
Ireland by an 4 eland-studded chanuel, and

Eonover, sepurated from e

other priacipal 1and areas. New

tianug in the Aduwiraltles are tha
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Sritain alone has aboat 60% of the archipslago's 23,550 squave miles,

Gorerned as a part of the austrzilan Tew faines landate, the
T4suare - Archinelago had little intornational politlcal or =conomic
significence before the outbreal of “lortd War II; but Joonnese mili-
tary onmerziions in the South and Southwest Paclfic areasg in the first
three monthe of 1942 focused attention upon the archivelago's strategic
importance. Ite islands provided the eneny with bases’, particylarly
at Tabaul, for staging offensives through the Solomons toward New
Tealsnd and aercss Tew Guinen toward Australic. Conversely, in Allled
possession the Bismarcizs would provide bases to proteet those two
doninions and to mownt & eounter-offennive agalnst Japanese positions
to the north and northwest.

‘,ew Britsin, narrow aud mountainous, is atrategically the most
important as well as the lurgest island in the archipelago.g It is
separated fron Xew Guines by stralts 55 to 65 miles wide, in which
1ies Umboi, = volcenie island suitable for air warning installations
and. 1ight defenses. Dampler Stralt, between Umboi and New Britain,
was a Japanese supply route to the emstern const of Papua and islands
of the Solomon Sea. A coast line of about 1,000 ndles affords Lew
sritaln moserous anchorages for gaell vessels as well as saversl
haroors. Simpeon Parwvor in Rlanche Bay, ab the northeastern end of
th~ island, is wnoucelled in the Tew Guineawoismaregis-5olonons area

s & basa for =1litsry operatlons. Pabaul lies on the morth soores of

Zlanene 3ay, in the shadov of volcunlc cones wqich nay erand at any

v o .,..-w-a-" o
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8t. Georges Cnammel, a streit 25 miles wide Lln which lie the

. Inize of Yoric Islonds, forms & passage between Tew Britain and
Ireland. Duke of York Island and the shore of New Ireland opvosite
Iabaul were gites of sneny alrfields and thus were integral parts of
the Rabanl base. Tew Ireland, lylng like 2 hupe borrier reef rorth-

- eact of Fev Britasin, pogsesse‘s an excellent haroor at _avieng which
vas an imwortant staging point on the supply routes to Embanl and
beyc&nﬁ.4

Of the 180 iglands in the Admiralty group, only Hanumg and Tos
. Negros have mueh military imoortance. The for-er iz sbout 49 miles
in lengtin z2nd has z maximan wldth of 16 miles. Lorengawm, on tne north.
cnst const of Ihawv:, was 1ts pdninistrative center and the glte of 2
noor glrfield., los Hegros Iglrrd ig so broken up by ba;e and lagoons
thet it is o cerirs of peninsulas. Los Vegros, indeed, ils itself a
nockel peninsvla seprrated frou Zemwe Islond by a narrou passage and
. crejectirg to the northwest to fom the cartern limits of leeadler
Haa.r'bor.s
The 2icuarck Archipelazo contidlns severnl suall groups of volecanie
islands and cornd atolls. She Titv, or itu, Islonde 40 wiles north-
west of the willlaumer Peninowla of lew Zritain, provi{ed anchorzge for
rovel wané merchont vessels., Garove Islocnd, largsct of the growp, 1s
o vsleanie rin cround Jobn Libert Fartor, o fleodsd crater opening

on the sgouth, Peter Tarbor or the northencet cozst of Garove Igland

. vac the prireival ancherage end barge-stosing wolnd for running

[y}

supulies to wastomm Jew Briteln,
1 "‘Y{:e«
{

“s‘lz‘u’ﬁiy :ta ‘r;'}
:3 uﬁh%f “Trtm%)’ " :
aag i 0
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gerrcir. snd cliooetc coxbire to profuce conditinng extrenely
discouraging to extensive developnent of econonic enterprises, as

vell as nilitery inetcllations, throughout Bhe jeorre srchipelazo.

L¥%]

A11 of the large islande and nany of tre emall ones have mountalnouc
interiors bordercd TY 1lowlznds of kunedl grass end DUANETOTE SWALDE,
although the only wotnbuins of any considerable height are on Tew
~ritein ond southe stern Yew Ireland., Ixcepl for cuocnut plantations )
£nd censers of popalation, lond arcas are generelly covered by hewvy
crouths of Lomw 1 grass Oor tropieal raln forect, Trees grow luxur-
izntly, weaving o canopy ovornerl that shuts out the surlight and con-
cesls ground movement end rillbery instellsotions fron aerial observa-
tion. Ghe olimnke, alveys wxm or hot, is extrercly homid., Falnfzll
varles from gboub €2 ipches annually at tabaul to S50 inches at
Gasmnte. In Uovenber the roribvest monscon etrives the northern ig-
1ands, then spresds over the enlire nreblpcleg? by December. Feavy
roing are cormon untll Hareh vhen more moderabe conditions prevall,
cnd cven in the summer monthe elouds cover fzaon one-third %o four-
£ifths of the siy most of the ti.me.? theee elizatic conditions, in
addition to being nazards to :ir operctiong, were ke cause of meny
ipoorolete misgsiong and wnesticiectory boLb runt, acpeciclly since

the pericd of mect intensive wir operstione eninclied with the north-

vest moreoon.

trocress of Uilliarz Cperelions

s11iee forces kol been advenclrg in roughlw:p:,,rallel liner trrough

» q‘é‘*'i"l’"?;i }?ﬁ
-%q;.j{'? 3 ¥ }
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LARTS=4T

to more distant flelds. An zuphiblous landing nesr Lae on 4 September
was followed by the dropping of parachute treoops in the larkhzay Talley
en the 5th. Salerawn fell on 12 September, Iue on the 16th, and
Halenlt on the 20th. An sxphibious landing at Finschhafen on 32
Sentenper remalited 1n control of thc Huon Gulf andé provided the
A11lled Alr Forceg wltk an advanced {ighter Bbese opposilte Cagpe
Gloucester, 1
The nexi major advance come in the South Pacific area vhen
Yarines established o becchhead at Supresr Awsustz Joy, Jougninville
Iedlrnd, on 1 MNoverber 1243, The Torokina air strip, cszptured after
oltter fishting, become operntional for fighter plencs on 11 Decesiber
rnd two weeks later FPive Field was ready., The Thirteenth Alr Force now
had bases less then 267 wmiles frou Pabevl, 2 In the meantire, the
Southrrest Pacific forces were completing plens fox the inveslon of

Yew Britain.

depanese Alr Zases oand Strength

Japsnese arned forcee in Jew Culnesn cund the Bismarelr Archipelago
were strong in lfovember 1945, although they had lost the inltistive.
The enemy, no longer able to choose the time and place of mojor ensrge-
mente, Laglied sufficient abrength to garricon every threstened pointg
bis supply serviee wag strsined by efforts fto meintain widely separated
units and bls zir force wng commitied %o the deferce of certzin key
bases, Thirs defense wag fecllitzted, however, by strategically

loczted groups of wdrdromes.

. g T m‘m
RTRTCT
’%F”nﬁf"l I\lffl e Io

‘M - 4
O m
- il
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The Eaboul group consisted of four operatiaml dromes on the
Cazelle FPenlnsula and a fifth on Few Ireland across the 8t. Georges
Choannel. Anether wes unfer constrvction on Inke of Yor'z Island, In
Tureh 1944, after five monthe of heavy blows by the PLfth and Thir-
teenth Alr Torces, supplenented oy carrier sirikes ané novel bombard-
zenl, Febaul wars reduced to impotence; sut in the £211 of 1943 it was
o powerful taso, Gasnata, near the center of the south shore of New
Britedin, was the elte of an airfielé znd o zeaplane anchorzge,
Tighters coverlng convoys to Few Guines used the ficld until Allied
porbing mede it untenable. Che Japanese then constructed a drome at
Cape Fosikting on the nortk coast in Septerber and October 1947, A
tield at Tealases on the Villsunesn Penirsula war little more than an
epergercy landirg ground. The Capc Gloucester strips, om the north-
weat corncr of New Britaln, were potentlally important:; but freguent
visite by Alllol bombers kept then inoperationzl most of the time.
Zavleng, b the northwest tin of Yew Irelend, covered tte north and
northwvest apmroaches to P.a'baul.ls

In tke Adrnirelty Islonds, two fields were avallable for enemy
Flanes: Lorcngzu on llanug end Momote on Lox Fegros. The Lorengau
etrip poscesred Little importance, butb llomote becrme a well-developed
airoreme by Fecember 194Z. Ite prirciral usc wee ar a2 staglng bane
on the roubes to New Iritein, New Irelsnd, and Tew Caj.nea.:‘"é

The Indang group of bases, between Hsnsz Bay and Astrolabe Bay
on the northern coust of 1"9. Guinr::\,, 111::111(136. :L'J.ve siriroues:

? ’ | AT
> -«*‘ LRI &QJ
SECURTHY H\e‘Unl”[ 10
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Hademy;, Alexighrfen I and I, Ivbin, and Awer. The Hodsng field,
N operntional from lmrch to Septewber 1943, was larzgely zbandoned when
the Alexishafen sirips were commleted, Likeidcge, fubiae in the Eansa
N Bay area wasg praeticall; abardoned in favor of Awar in Fovember,
This groun wrs lees important than the five lUewalt-ares dromes:  JWewzl:,
Doram, Bub, Tagus, and Zadji, The last named, a satellite fleld £5
riles weet of Vewrll, was built Yo provide diepersal and probeciion
vhen Allied attaclhse on the ‘ewsk gromp beesme heavy in August 1943,
The Hollandin base, with Sentani and Cyelops as satelliltes, was eon-
. Pleted lote in 1943, [Lbis group, linked %o the northwestern Duteh ew
Guinee aren by the Welide Island drome 116 miles west of Hollandiz,
escaricd destruction until the Fifth .ir Foree completed its movenents
to (usep and lLsdézep during Fepruary aznfd linrch 191}54.15
Liew Britain and the nortn coart of Few Guines held ths principal
concentrations of Japonese air stremgth in tee Bismarck Sew area (cee
Appendix Yo. 1), During the last ouarter of 19-3, tke estimajted nuwber
of enemy alreraft in Few Britain, principally at Pabzul, fluetuated
from 328 on 12 Cctooer to 187 on 23 Tovember, The enemyr strove to
raintain n fighter strengia of coout 150 plones to protect tkat ey
) vase. Lignt and mediup bomosers voried frow 146 on 12 Cetober to 28
1t the tiddle of .ovember. Vhen this low point wae reacned, single-
. engine boubers armeared to cugment borber strensth to about 6U plones.
These aireraft vere cerrier-vased tornmede ~»d dive-boumser types whicn
. vers ciripned from carricrs to reinforce Zabaul aré the Solomons.
the decline in stropsth ot REobawvl in tne first avarter of 1944 war
R T i
QUL e A s

lil‘
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offuet to soue extent By the arrival of sanstantial reinfoicements in
. Tew Guinea. In this arez the nuaber of planes warlzl froa 134 on O
Toveuher to 206 by ths snd of the month., Abtachs on Alexishafen in
) $hat monith resuli=d in bulldinz wp strenpgth ab '.fewal:,l? a fact of
considerable irwortance in the impsuding Slsearcks campaisn. Cn 7
Zecesinr 1943, o weskz before the landing al Arswe, the ensay had an
estizsted totol of 4838 alrveraft in the Yew Guinea~Bismarek zrsa, OF
this tosal, 254 wero fishters ond 15Y vwerc Dombars, the enemy thus
posaasged sufficicat rir phrength o atizelr our convoys and Dhaachheads
. if be decided to co.adt his fores for thoss purposas.
Devestatine abbacts by Allied alr forses acslunst the Baboul and
Hew Gulpsc fields bad alverdy resulied in nezvwy losses to the
Tomensse, Further losses had been incurved in en=ny efforts to bomb
our pirflelds, shipping, snd beaxchhresds., In Ocbober 1943, the
Japsnese were reported to have lost 836 plomes destroyed, Z17 probably
. destroyed, wnd 144 domeoged in the Soutk nnd Southrest Paclfia sreas.

in Cebaber. 13

Ir gpite of thess lacsses, the coemy suczzaded in naln-
talaine fro) 400 to 00 plames ia DNev Gudnen md the Blsasres Arvchil-
Jelizo wnbll Thrch 1844, Consideriag the {deumnls of other areas,

aegyeeislly She Cenixal Poeific where the Gilberts and larshalls wers

wnder atbteoe’s, one o aporzeiate the eneny's ddfficuldies,

. allied Alr Forces, Sirencsth ond Fositions

The Alliasd idir Forces in the Ssuthwest Preific Aver., comann’ed

-, . i o » [RRTORTV-NEIY
k o m Uf\i NILM ‘,‘ILU_L o o -
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by Ld. Gen. George . Lenmey, was tcproﬁe 'blie 1r coaperation
. Tor the 3iraorcl: Arcklpelzge cuiprign. Genercl Keanep's conawmd was
an inf%eraztionsl force which ineluded Ameriesn, Australizn, and Uether-
londs Zast Indles units. Adulnlsivative control over the Allied A5
rennived In its regpective componcats but Genoral Kenney, with head-
. ousrters abt Brliecbome, had oporational control over the entire organi-
zablon, Alr Tiee lorshal V. Bostock commanded at Dorwin and IInd. Gen.
Tnnds €. thitehead dirvected operations froa wn afvoncsd he dguorters
3% Port loresby, 12
. In order t5 uest the mony demends olaced upon it for eooperation
in the groand eoumaipne, wnd to solve problene of adwind stration,
sugnly, cnl servize, the Fifth Lir Toree malntained, in addition %o
this Advanced Eeudguarters (Advon) 2t Pord lloresb, three alr tas:
forces north of the Owen Stanley Yountalas., Advon retalned comaand of
the fighiter and doubor undiis, bud opoerations of shout thrza-fowrths
. of the Allled AT squrdrons were controlled by the ailr tas- foreoes.
Sauedrons retoined by Advon could e asslined missions by thot hend~
guarters, ond llrevise form2d an zetive tactissl reserve from which
spesinl demcnds could be met. The Firet Adr Task Porce, commanded by
Srig. Gen. F. 9. Saith at Dobodurz, eontained aboul one-third of tha
syndrons In the theater in Teceanber L9243 and executed most of the
tactical coubut nissions. Tris tagk force carried oud fighier and
borber nmiswions for all of ih: ground onurations excent thess in the
- rzd) Vallepr, whieh were cided by the Second air Tasic Force at Vadrzab

ond the Third Lir Dask Foree at G*uﬂ,xp.go

ok CUI\HU FORA H [ S——— W
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iy  w il hsi .

Whazn the Tifth Alr Fowse veua 1ntenv bom’bdment of Jev
sritedn in Sovesber 1943, it huad slx Dombardment grouns In Yew Gulnea
and omnz, the 330bth, in northern Australia nesr Dexvin.,”t These wnits
Lad on assioned alreraft strength of 370 boabers as of 30 October.
Thare were, in nddition, 221 unassigmed bovbers in the thester. COF
the totsl sesimed to dbowbardient prowps, 118 were 3-24!'s and 204 were
3—2515.22 The flve firhiar prowns vera stoiioned ot Port loresbhyr,
Dovodure, and in the MHarkhas-Tapu valleys. % Their assigned sircraft
girenyth an of 30 Oetobor wag 138 2-8%%s, 91 Fuifls, 71 PudOll'g, ond
47 Pud2't-wn totzl of 348 fighters. Tne Zifth Alr Torce had an addi-
tlonal 263 unsssigned flghuters on und (see Anpendix Xo. 2).%%  fnue
the coubined strongtn of Fifth Liir Foxce fishbars and bombers assiypned
to tacticel squadrons was 713 plones at the cnd of October, of which
spproziastely 80% were ready for cowbat. Swo monihs later, cm O
Januorr 1944, therce were 432 fighters and 354 bombers assignsd to
syaadrons of the Fifth Alr .".-"orc:e.g5 2 ghty.four bonbers and 142
fighters in B4AT units statloned in Few (ines, principally on Goode-
nough and Firivino Ielonds, inereused the totel Allled Alr Forces
strength in Few Guinen to cboud 1,000 fishbers and bombers during the
1irst we o of Juminry 1244, 28

Tae Allled AT clearly surpossed thez Jzpunese in the Soutivezst
Preolfic Area by Tovesber 1943, Its beavy apd medium bounbers, escorted

v P339, covld cover the area frou Faboul to Wawal, The erowdsd

£i31ds clustering: cround Port lloroshy and Dobodurs provided facllitles

1. ..

A" : }L)A - WLy ’ .
Wl tmi‘.‘l,‘-‘ql (| ey
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for striking heavy dlows at the e#zc*m:r‘ s alr powcr, shipvning, and
. Sroand j.ns‘agllr.'bions thron hout the Few Guinen<Disuare™s ivehinelogo
area, advanced bases were under congiruetlon ob Gusap, Yadzabd, and
- Tinselihnfen, The latter were to be esgpeeially imgorbtont in the
Aledralty Iolonds phase of the cammaign.
lUost of the bomber strength was concenbiuted ot Port lloresby
until Tacscbar, Two groups, the 34 and 221, were ab Dobodura in
Foveubor, as was the 63d Squadron of the 43d Grouz (H). fGhe 634 de-
voted its efforte almost entirely to ormed recommunlssance oFf the
. Bismares Sea. Two squadroas of the 330th Gromn (E) moved to Dolondura
fron Fenbon to participate in the Arawe-Cupe Gloucesber bombarduent,
and flew their first nissiong from Dobodur: on 13 December. Dwo daye
Llater the rest of the 43d Group was flyins from Doosiura, and within
10 dors the 90th Growp (H) and the 245th Growp ({) had moved reross
the Quen Stenleoys from Pori llormsgby. The 38th Group (i) remained at
. lovesty until the end of Fobmuary vhen 1t moved to Dobvodura.2! This
congentration of rireraft ot Dobodura in Tecenber made o luerntive
target for ency Vosbers, bul the Jomanese vers w=ble to take sdvan-
. tage of their omportunity,
Tidhiter scovadions as of € Uovenber 1943 were staelioned so as 1o
provide protection fTor sirdrower, ol o ground troops in lew Guinesa,
:nd eccori for bowmbers on mierions fo such atrongly deferded nolnts
&s Rabzul and Vewrli. The 8tk Fighter Grouw, ab Iila 2nd Vard'y drones

. resr rort lorechbyr, kil onc sguafron equloped with F-d0T's, cnother

iy

i
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vith F-B900s and F-47D'r, mnd a tiird with P25, G's, and T's

ALATE ST

“he 39tk Souadrom, 35Vk Tighter Grovp, wes ot Selvlauer Jirdrome
near Port llorechy +ith ite P-38's. The £0th and 4lst Squadrore of
the szre group, fiving P-30'e, vare at Tadreb nreparing to o on bo
Tsili Telli to ald the ground coumairn in Tew Oolnes. Zhe 49th
Tighter Growy kad ome sguedron of P-400's &xd one of P-ZE!s ;Ln the
Tobodurs ares, while its third cqQuedron of P-400's woe af Gusep. ALl
of tlho 345tk Zi bter Grovp, equipned sdth 2-47I't, wag newr Port
Lorect; ot Joelson, Durcnd and lard's dromes.  The 47EEh Pighter

b
Grown, flFing the r-08Y, wag abt Tokodura.” 23

Blano and Ircops for Cperation RaXe:RITY
The asghlblous invasion of weelorn Uew Dritain and the landing

«b Saldor, Jev Cuirces, were the groupd thires of Oneration IINUHFTIY,
The principsl purvnose of DINIERIEY, ze revesled by various dircetives,
vag to erbablisk sirdrome focilidtier ot Cope Gloucreter to acco.zaodste
wo Tispter and $1o zedivn bombardizend 51'0111*-3.39 Plamming was began
ip July 1243 by roepresentatives of tie Teventh Fleet A phiblous Torce,
“dyvon Fifth Alr Torce, znd Alsnmo Tourece. The Alsuo Force, which in-
cluded the U, S. Sixth jsrmy, was slso Imown as IDSCALAICE Force--its
secret code nomee—ond Tew Britain Force.

(perations Imstruetions Yo, 35, issued by GE¢ JFPA on 22 Septeuber

[ ned
o
1!'

zacl ned thke followlns mircsicns to Alcuo Force: (2) selze the
Gone Gloucester aren, mewbrnlize Cowiata by clrborne and overvater
op=Tatiorne, wud establich conlrcl over Y"ourh adjireent isleonds ond
poriions of wegtern New Zritaln s necesser; to insure wlnterrupted

ar.tinm of nur sir f‘mw:n fre~ Gare Moncestery™ (b) establish airdrome

iA ";:i-‘j. '..(. 14 _ —‘. ‘
e R T N Ta) & R VAN TR TN RV 1_wh._. e

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

SAFHS-42

facililies in the Cone Gloucester azrvea; (e) arrsnse for overwater
troascorbation to move rir foree units to Zans Gloucester; (d) estzblish
erergency :.i:c; operating base facilities in the vieinity of Lindenhafen
Flanhation 2s laber srecified by Cii .F4; (&) assist the cormmnder of
Allied LF in estebiishines air worning rad radie navigationzl facilities;
and (f) prersre to yoriicipite in the canture of fzbeul, Twoe ronths
later, on 22 lloverier, lamd Force was directed to seize the irawe Penin-
sula instead of Coswets, since the enemy strenzth at irawe was estimated
%3 beinz rmeh smsller bhan at Caswsta and 2 galler task force could

0

accovplish the mission. Thus, the plaa for an emerpencv alestrip at
Lindenhafea Flantation was abandoned.
This chsnre in plans met with Geaersl . hitehead!s approval, snd
rizy have been czused in part by hio objecticn to constructing an sirdrome
at either Casmata or lLindenhafen Flentation, He preferred Casmata as the
lesser of two evils, but inforred General Kenney that neither site could
be used for enybhing except Spitfires and troop carriers. The Fifth air
Torce neseded an airdrome wit'win 140 to 120 nnutical wiles of Tabaul,
primwrily to receive fighters after combat over that enery base, M"irom
our shandpoint," Cencral " hitehead stated, "any effort used up to
capture any place on the south coast of Lew Sritain, is wasted unless
an airdrowe suiteble for covbhat airpvlanes can be constructed there.”Bl
The stratesy involwved in the revised plan of 22 !loverber was
sirple but effective. The small task foree (DILUGI07 lorce) destined

for Arawe would land on 15 Decerber 1943, to foens the enemy's atten-

ticn on that 2rea and 4o esuse hi to move troons fron the Cupe

| '
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Gloueester ares, DTleven doys loter, on 26 Decerber, the mzin blow

voule fall with BLCYEANLER Trgls Force lending ot Borgen Tay ecsh of
Cape Glovcester.”” Guicl: success in Yeu Britain was to be exploited
by lendlog ot Seddor on or afticr 2 January 1944, thua completinz the

s n)

third phace of Cperstion DEIERITY,

ligedons eselgned to the Allied AT inelufled preinvasion bembard-
ment, interdietion of eneny sezborne relnforcevents and supplies,
D-day strikes in cooperation with lending foreces, neubtralization of
eneny alr and novel operciions plong the south conset of Tew ITritain,
crd providing cnti.submarine escort znd ailr protsction of cver.water
troop and sunply movencents for ESCALATIOR .'F‘r.u'c:e.s'é This assignment,
ingofar as its pre-invasion activities were corcerned, merely asant
thut the Jllied AF would insencify zitacks on Castnta, Arawve, cnd the
Czne Glovecster-3orgen Bay :reas.

ALY of tke Averiean troops,exelurlve of the rifth Alr Foree, that
were to peartleipate in Cperation DEEDERITY vere under Alemo Zasc Force,
Itg major unlts were the U, 8. Sixmth aray, the US: Services of Swpply,
and the L4th Anticireraft Commard. Lt. Gen. ‘tlter Krueger, commander
of the Sixth Arayr, was slso in commind of Alamo YForce. Feadguanrbers
of tho latter at Goodencugh Islemd, thercfore, ves in effect the

| =
forvard cchelon of Sixth Army Headquu.rters.g"'

fhe principcl tectieal
ecoiponsnts of the Sixth Arar in Septe. ber 1948 were the lot llurine
Division (o). Gen. 3. F. Pupertue), the 3% Infantrr Division (o]
Cen. Ai1licn E, G111}, trhe 6024 San't Deghroyer Zuttalion, =rd the

ry

8034 FParachute Infnnbry .‘E.egiment.""ﬁ As finzlly constliuted at the
i 3 Jak '%:i\i\ “t‘* A, dr oy e
i

;,_}w:m,‘ .Ja&wj M
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end of Tovember, the Arawe (DIRICYOR) Taslr Zoree wos composed of the
115th Cavelry Legiment, the 148th Field Artillery Zn., end other unlts,
uner comzand of Brig. Gen, Julisn %, Cuwaningkem. ZThe lst lorine
Divicion anf ite svpporting .orricon ftroops forned the Caue Cloucester
(ZAOVHEATDET) fge% Force, wkile the 328 Infontr; Division wes in

. " brd
~SOATATOE pescrve.”

Inforraticon shont the logation and strength of Japanege forces in
. Ter Pritaln was vlteld in the plamning phese of DERDIEITY, Various
rourges, lncluding a2ir ond srouwnd rocunnclissance, prisoners of wer,
onf cantured documents, Infleated thot the eneny sxpected wn 1nvc..s:‘on.
1% is poscible thot the Jepanese reparded the hesvy Allied alr attack
of 12 Ootober on Iaksul ae a prelude to Yo lorge scele atbomt bto zaln
£ Toothold on Yew Britain." At lemst the enemr retalisted with abiocks
. on Allied sbirping at Oro Bur on 10 and 17 Cetober., There ventures
eost tre Jeponege 70 plener.B8  Chelr willinmgress to incur such riske
wag a mezetre of dstemdnetion to cut off a zoseivle invasion at its
. govree, During the next few days epery wir siriles were comcentrated
in the Pincchnafen arer, *dth tro lorge-senle night sitace agpinet
rhirving,.  Thepe actione were interproted ar irdlectlng Japopese fears
that Tingchnaten vould gerve the Alller "as o soringboard ints Vew
- 29
Iritein. Y

‘ Trecuent riphtings of troop oné surmly cover ents proved con-

clusively thot ths Joncncse 1ere reinforeins wegtern llew Zritain,

. . a ‘ \ & T Y. v
uLuU Ii s
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Irocpe were moved from Rebeul primarily ot nibh'b on borges, seall
40

tronapord veossels, and destroyers., Tnis cetivity, wkick seems o
hzve reached n mesl: sbout 15 Joverber, declined for a few days and

then increased at the end of the wonbh., Although they suffered serious
shipplngs loeses from Aldied cir attac™ze, the Japonese appeared deter-
nined "to turn the trreat from the southwest well forward of Eabsul. u*t

Zr Lecexmber there were fresh troops ab Gasmaty, Cope llerlus, Alsegs,
42

[

Cope Glouveester, and in the Pein By area,
—stlnstes of eneny ground strezgth in western New Britain varied

widelyr, GHY SWPA cstimated the nuubor of troone bo e Lhout £,000

put toe lst Lrine Division expected to find Jhoud 2,000 in the zren,

ar egstluqtc thot proved to be apuroxinately ccrrect.éz Inere were,

woreover, possicilities of reinforcement from anout 5,U00 troops im

central Iew Britain and rore thon 80,000 at P-aha'ﬂl.44 These estirates

of enewmy strensth, while primarily of interest to ground troops,also

influerced air actien. A4llled plomes were sent out to strike a* poeeiblc

trzay eoacentr wlons and defonge Inmetllationg, Inberdletion of ship-

Fing In the 3ismarc: Tex ani glong the eoasts of Jler Briteln, attachs

on sudly arewd at Eohaul, and the dastraciion of ghips wheraver thay

could be found could be a determining fachor in the vaeay's ability to

rogist the invaszlon.

Fhotograghis reconnciss.ues by the Tifth Alr Torce playel o prominent

role in the planning ond exeowtion of Operation DEXEEZITY,  Throughouab

I ALM““’ )mim.“m_miuA T —— e
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tia planaing parlol ther: was o sberdy flow of aerial phofu_raphe

. vhieh yicldel Mgy accuar te wnd relotively couglete inforaction
‘.-.-D
abouat not only terrain but also cns r imatalloiisne. Beparte of

. v obridscs overe atreaamr, elarings of runni grass and junsle growbha,
om nogitiong, dwoys, and droil Lzproveients were brought bnet by
creve and contlrasl by phobo,s;;raphﬁ.'% acrial vhotogruphs ensbied
the Soventh Amphibioas Toree to mulze navicational eiarts of the

- £
vaters of ey Sritsin, Lemding bezches in Iow 3ritain, at Ssider,
end in the SGmirnlties vere soleeted of%w stadylng aeriol phodographe
. 4 iaformeiion arovided by Juehrslizns who hal Bean on the ground,
ey inilligence gined throush ~ir photos was in each cass the
Pasiz of the catire scheme of toctic.l spertions. " Gridded moscios
uers ug2d by the (»4iller; as firipg ch;.r*.'s,‘zg and ridded obligues
sarved as charts in ealling for alr striles to .id ground troaps.g‘g
his Luiportant recenmalssance work wvas the prineipz]l funsiion of
. tie 8%h Photy Fesommaissanes Sauadron, which fler daily nissions over
Tew Jriidin for seweral nontha before the 111103 1:..ndingsso and ex-
fended its aciivitlss o New Gulnra .o Tev Iral:.nr:‘a‘..sl Since fnoili-

. tlez for chods~rophic reesnnaleqnmes were not sufficiant Lo mres the
demmnt witiout e:lling wion »oubordnent soundrons, heavy and medimm
onbors tod's photogiphs whensver welth r pueraitied, onl some micelonsg
er: prinerils chotograghie. On 10 Toveuber, for exasiple, a Ee30 of
the 40%h 3oubnrdment Sguniron toolr 134 rhotasreyhe fron Srass Point

il
. to Sorgen ..'-::-r.s“' tad on 19 Tovesher the 90th Zopdarduani Squadron

| 2 m;'i 5% . )
f_d,&-u - u‘a’»-ﬁ‘h&-- AR O s ke i
s LU / “ ik A
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19

sent uine T-328's {0 photosrinis the Cope Glogcester area smd to zaareh
£3
for burgec.
Ioe militory situntion in the Soudtt (nd Southuest Paclfic theabers

detinttoly Lavorsd

E

Sl 1nvezian of the Disuaxe’s Srchipeloso in

Ly -

the full of 1243, Hnouy sbrengbh, Teilh ir end growmd, wes dlsposed

3
5

oveir a wlie area. The Invislon of

‘«

ougainrille and A11lisd succas:
in Jev Cudnen forecd the Topaaase to coneontrale thelr ground
gbrencth to eet thogse twy offansives. ‘estern Tew Britain 1oy ex-
vosad to Allied 47 nitoc'in, ITahnal wag soan o come under Intensiva
botordment, ond “ter Jopnnes: alriroanas alorn: ths north coast of Tew
G«U.i.nez. ware wlthin rench of oue Doboadur: and Dadzeb hases, Air and
navel Interdliclion of Jamrezs smply lines had created = shortaps
of wotorlel smd food which vas to grow procres:ively orse.

Alr power pluoyed o prouinoad role in thr planning stages of
Dperabien DELTRITY, Fecommodssance of Tew Irlizin provided photo-
orenhs and visuel obzerv.tion umon thick detalled tacticd plans were
brgel, Prelizlanry neubtr-lizablisn of Robawl, bouwbardment of invession
~ites, mi interdiciion of enemy shipning were regarded as eatential

Tor sucsess 1n the oner tlon. The Allled AT wos to execubts those

=ilgslonn in o hichily satiefrotory ranner.

\ H 1 Hih\!“.ll L m—
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_. PRO.INVASION BCIBARDLLSR XD $H7 ABAVE DIVERSIOL.

While plens weroe bheiny couplcioed for tho invasion of Tev 3ritain,
tha 311124 AT vos attecking Toboml with roab siccezs,  Strizes asminst
thls base contlinmel into IDovedber 1843, then twrned to the north and
soubll consts of Tew Sritain In considerable gtrencth as Jouth Paeillce
forces %04l over the priceipsl reesoncibllity for the continusd redac-
tlon ol Fabzul., Sven during the series ayilogt Babaunl, Fifth sir Fores

. wombors exaguied harassiag whtzcis end souwe henvy strlies on important
po=itions in western Uew Britzin. The diverslonary Asrswe invuslion of
15 Tecember was preceded by intensive bomblag and was adequately
covered by fijhter pubrols. Zub clnece the DIZICUOR Tagl: Zorse dali
1ittle more thex o hold its gocitione while the BACGELIDED Tnglr Tores
carried oub the maln atioc ot CZorsen Doy, alr opesr-tlons at jrows

. tere on » small seale,

SuPA Atiagks en Sabaul, L2 October-7 Degspboer 1043
Abbacizes wron the greoot Fohzul base wers of ths wimost ¢immlflcance
Tor ‘31i2d ogpercntlons in the Solowons, Ilew Guinen, znd the Bigmare':
archivpelaso. Prom Raboul snesy navel tae's forces zet out fto chollengs
our swvrface wnite; to it nmervchont ves~n2ly hroasht suenlies for re
locding onbs borger ond othar ganll crr.f't serrying Japonese units in

. o wide arecs ond the Jupcnese Taval Jdr Service concenirated fighters,

SECURITY WFORpalify === T
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borbers, and reconnsissones orefd on its LII'MDIII"S. Any sugcessial

attacks against this busy base therefors vodld wealien Japonege poveT
o resist new flied invagiong in toth the Sonth and Sonthwest
Faclile arcas.

The allield Air Torces began & serles of strikes on 12 Qetober
that mny be congldered zs exbtending to 11 Yoveaber. FPhstographie
recoamsissance om 11 Cctoher had disclossd cn increnss of nesrly 100
fighters on Inbaul's airficlds, an inersanse thab raigsed the toial
estinated strength 52> 294 alreraft., Cn the folloving day the Alllad
AF ecarried out the hewvlest strilie of the wr codnst Babaul when 338
boubers anil fi_hters reachnal the torzet. ledium bombers (L14 B-25's)
cane over first in thres grouns to stiaoe: Iiposd zxnd Tunakomon while
12 ZTeoulightbers hit Toherw. Then 87 2-724's poubed the dromes, shiaping
wnd defense instnllotions, The vwhole foree waz eovered byr 125 P.38's,
The Jepomese lost an estlnabted 1¥7 plznes, mo~d of them oan the ground,
5 lurge xerchunt vessels, 3 destroyers, 43 smell merchant vess<ls,
and 70 hovbor eraft., Only five Allied pluanec vere 1ost.l Twelve ZLAT

Sezufords followed ibh zn sarly sorning atboct on 13 Octo'uer,2 and

h

ive doys later nore than 80 B-nG's penefruated bad ve ther to desiroy
81 eneny plomes wihile el-i dng 29 ng prohably rlestroyea.g The Japeznese,
who kad condlnued to powr In reindorgensnis, logt nore than 175 plunaes
a8 the recalt of thres later strilieg frou 23 4o 25 October by 110
Sed&'z ond 8L Ba28'q, of vhich only 6 failed to retura., Ihls ver-
siztent droin on the enouy's rirencth *uast kave left his adr nvm in

4
o poor comditlieon to face any futore mnjor ogeration,™  Throughoud

Sl L ”‘""“"”"'f“ﬁ rr

. m\:_ “{, o Wy
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this perled South Pacific forces were strlking ebendlly ot enemy
- fields in the Solemwons end the Fifth slr Torce was strikine fields
in northern Tew Guinea.
. The Allied Jir Foroes sovared cur Soeugninvills invesisn with
neavy attne’™s on Tohaul froa 2 to 11 aveaber. In eoite of losses
frou the Qcbober sirikes, the Jopinese contimmed b2 pour reinforee-
aenlo into Eav~ol, IFogonnalssance on 1 Dovernber revealed seven des-—
troyers rud abont 200,000 tsne of other chipping: In Blanche 3ay. .ir
strength bod been reoulldt 59 an ectianted 257 planes, 171 of then
peing fightax's.ﬁ Shipoing was the naln turzet of the 78 2-25's thuf
reached IDobuul with 80 cscorting D=-0S's on 2 lovenber, General Keaner
nod ordered o masihond abtoe’: with 1,000-vound boumbs., Resulis were
cuinently satl:feetory. COne obserwer rajorited thit commlete chaos
404 wild prrdemoniur reigmed over Isbaul as the mefiuwns swent in o
. atrrfe and bod tkelr t'r.rgats.ﬁ o destroreriy, & dzstroyer lealer.
5 nerchont vossels, B freighters, cnd 4 lusrers were revorted sunl;
7 henvwy eralgers, 2 desirorers, 7 mediwn zerchont vessels, and 2 tonters
rere dasnged.  Jonunece plune logees were 74 fishters and 10 other air-
erit destrored, cnd 23 fighters probably dectroyed. Cur own losues,
- aricarily fron intones snidisireraft fire, wers 10 Z-28's and @ Pe8%'e,
Genernl George 0. Uarshell, comlinentlag the Tiftn Alr ITorce for
- this ackicvenent, enlled th: strike a "aagnificent perforaance. “?:

Thisg sati-enlpping assanlt of 2 lsvember was followed by other

heavy attrels on Tzbowd., On the night of 2-F lovenber, 8 of 13 ZAAT

P .k
B4 5 L 2

| <l

RO mruRmAToTT
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Seanforts renched Wovera to booh ruaways. Cerrier »lanes and Fifth

Air Force 3-21's ecooperated in a midday attaci on 5 lovember. Taking
off froum South Paeific carriers, 2% Avenger torpedo bomders and 22
Tauntless dive-bouders, covered by B2 Hellesnds, atbacked shipping,

They scorod hits on 9 enewy navel vessals, shot down Z3 lighters and
cne bonber, znd prohably destroyed 2. fighters and ons bouber at a cost
of 7 plares. The naval aircraftd hod hordly eleared iZe area vhen 27
Safits of the 434 Zoobhurdment Group, with S¥ 2-3d's coverlng, attacikced
Eabaul To-mship (ita 78 tonms of 2,000-pownd bombs, The P-38 escort
pilote saw gome 20 to 30 Zeles in the pir but tne eneny refused to
ﬁs_;‘a”a.lo That nizght sewen -eanforts bonbed Tunalpaw ond scored z

1L mn. entn Zombard-

wossiaole it on a heowy erviser ln Simpson Parbor.
ment Group hit Boposo rdrdronz with 06 3-27'3 et midday on 7 Toveumder
and Gropued 167 x 1,000.10. bombs from pliitudes of 70,000 fest and
abovn, vhile €0 P-38's pravided hirh and low cover. Of more than 50
Tekes ol Csgars thal lnfereqantesd, 27 were cliined as {destroyed, £ as

probables, and & daurged., The 2-3¢'s, in addition %o scorlag more than

Ball of these vietories, elsiumed 9 Tombers uxd 3 £fi-lters destroyed on

Y
4

the ground. Cn pienv atizezg fromw 9 to 11 Yovember, 18 Zenuforis
nomoed Vurskan~a airdrsae spd 13 3-24%s hif La}:unai.l

35411 the Japenese continaed {0 pour lp planes and vesselg., FPooto-
creohs on 10 Tloversber snoved 147 fighters znd 41 hoobers on Tunoizanau
and Daimansd airdrones, vhile 32 floct planes, 2 1ipht eruiesrs, 12

destroyers, 3 cubvoinesn, rd 4 madivs nerch-nt vesgals were in

Rl Y I Py

Aqr:miqﬁ“ MDR ATION
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Sizoson Earbor. Y fooriinated aitac s by the Fiftn and Tairbteenth
Air Torees nnd carricr vlinnes cndenvored to reodumee tols eneny strength
on 11 Tovesher. Eae 434 and G0th Toanarduent Grours wove to bomb
Inicunel airdrews enrly in the aarning, bubk because of tad weather oll
oub 13 B=24'c were called bae't to Tort lloresby, The €4th Domburdaent
Sgucdronls 12 ploncs, with one of the 68tn Soundrsn, nonbed Leltunad
Lron 0836 42 0355, encomntering only twe to three nlsht fighters.ls
Zefore nson, 42 Thirieenth Air Torce B-74'~, ond a niynl foree of 71
Avengers, 72 Dountless dive-vaubors, and 120 Helle f5 etruck at ghipwing,
<iirtr-one envoy fichters were chet dom for a lozx of 12 » vl wplanes
from oll caw 3.16 The Joooaese, maded ipto weilon, retalicted in
the afternoon wita a strone witioelr am our esrricre lying of f Zoussin-
ville, A33icd land omé carricre-onsed fidhiters inferecanted onl les-

17
troyed 38 Tiroters ond bonters for the logs of five fifhters. Allied
Bowmnin: of Fovaut dropmed off enrrply after $1is plow ond counbtarolow.
Auctraliza coimonsnts of the Allled 4ir Forges bouved the Iolounsd zir-
drone and Simpgon Harbor with 32 Beauforts in nirhr nttacks on the 3d
end 2Ph., On 7 Decemocer, 25 Senzforts bowbed Zorpop alrdrome in Tew
Ireland.ls ‘put Pabaul escaped further destruction until toe RAAT re-

newed its assaulis a weekx later in preporation for the invasion ol

LTI E T
e v'&:‘

Totos this period of setion frow 15 Cohober to 7 Decerber 1943,

the Jogorese ore reporied to have losi at lesst 091 planes destrored

and 82 provedly dectroyed for the lors of 86 Allled fighters and
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barbers., Destiyceilon of cneny merchant and novel vessels, while by
no means eufficiend 4o be corcidcred Gicestiross, was al lewst ten-~
porarily erdippling,  Rumerc, revoluacnic, defonse instclletlons, and
supply dwps wore vadly drcgod; wharves onl Jetlio~ nlery the woter-
front Lod Jeon zanshidy dnarged veoessels ond borned-out hudke were
ragerds to novlodion in Flencke Zor,  Lhe eowperniiiwvwely Light eneny
cir rolte zealrnet sur Tey Jriicin beockkheolz in Tecenker cnd the

eriticel swoply situotlon of {he Gcfending enewr lrovrn: oy o abiribu-

vy

tefd in ler-e zossues to thic purtiad neuvbrilization of Faboaol.
" 7

air attecks on ihe Qoaste of ley Zritalr,
L Jowcrker~-12 Ieccuhex 1953

e south coart of ew 3ritain kad Yeen vnder sbboel by Aliied

pombers tirce the gpring of 19472 in order te dlerupt sunply movementy
10

rrd to ween the Gopests, clrdroac imopercilcozal. Wmecge obtaeks in-
eresscd s South Peellie forvees woved noriiwverd thravgh the Cfolowons,
end bhey Bocmne egneeinlly heowy towtrd the ond of Tovenber. Casmata
rirdroue. lecuted on 2 susll poplncula, wie the primeipel torget on
the sovth eceost. Somn oicsrt wilesz fo the eact 1.y Tirg Eing Flonta-
tion, opd 10 piles ferther ewst sws Lindrprofen Planteticn, Lhose
plentatlone contained Divovee urens end cwp-ly Grps for cemtral iew
srdtein same wore cbogdng poini on borse cupply routes. Zlemhere
rlong the eozct, emecizlly ot Jreguiret iy, “nierfnll Zary wnd Uide
Zer, chinging offered lucrifive barpets fron tire to tilne. one of

0

those nroce yog shrensly Gefonded by entlcirersft wezmone,™™ nor dic

SFPURH‘{
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ous bonters encovrter much oprosition froi lntercerting fishters.

Al1ied aip otblaczs on Gasunbs wers relotlively 1igsht vhile Tabo
var receiving o3 mveh sttentior., Tuwing tke period frow 12 Cotober
to 10 Toveukcer, cporexii.telyr 40 tors of bombs hit dumn arear around
the sirdroue. Ixeept for ocemriorel Fifth iir Torce 2-24's on recon~
nalseener, RBACE Jortone, Beouforts, rnd T-40': ecarried on tha=e
crascins sbrilies, Beaufi bier:, I=40's oré A-20'c gseazrehed the
eoagt nora or legs repulordy for shipuwine wnd gvwitines sank o few
'ca..rg;es.m On 13 Toverber, the 20th BHoubardment Scuadron sent nine
2-56'¢ vith on eccord of 18 FALY P-40's to boud, strafe and ghoterravh
the crea £roo Guswobs to Lindentzfen Plentedion.S2 RAsF F-40's Lit
the GasLata dumps on 17 Toveuber,™ then the Fifth Alr Force struc':
vith the heevdest atioel: of the wor on Jus.uta and the twe plantetions.
In Tour strikes from 20 to 2¢ Iovenlber, 150 E-2%'s and 63 B-20ig
tropoed core thom 422 tons or these tarpets. 3ines the directive to
abardon o landdrgs ot Cacmats in fowveor of Sroie was rot Lssucd waiil
22 Uovewder, the nature of tarpein abteched indicated that air power
uos prepering tre way for an lawslon, Supply dumps, persounel on
the plentetion~, ond the defenpes ot Cascnte end Symr ielonds off ke
coneh were bthe grinelpol tux £y vhile the zirirore, usscrvicecble
frou previcus Toshorimart, reeeived only rlichi attention, %

After thece Tove Der zbrizes, the Casnnts arer escaved hecwvy
randckiont until the adcdle of Teceubder. In the nesntire, TAAT

Ti bters cnc 1ight bBorbers: ranged sliset duily along the couct to
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sirefe villoses, barges, anf other targets. Tesuforis and Paddlc
23

nade three donbing zttacis on the Gasielts Gurps. Cn & Decedtsr, 18
Le8's of the 3:54L Souterducnt Growp atteelzed the Avawe Is lands 85
mlles wortd of Cascate as cn wliternche forget Sor Sorgen 39.5',26 agnd
two foye Trder six A-20507s boubed Cope ITxizus on Arowe Fenloewde, =7

S113: & AT attiets on the north coast of Uew Zritaln revealed z
Ceterclratlon $o cuuse woedwm. destructlon to Jipunese supnly duzps,
exatel inehallationg, rirdromes, ~nd shinping frem Cope “0.‘:130.“:." to
the western end of the lelrnmd. Alrstxips at Cupe Gloucecter, nlusen
ac Copc Vosities were prrebticelly thr only targets of eonceqvence
thot were not ¢oncealed by Jurgle growth or camouSlzge. ({rews some-
times folt thut thelr efforts were accomplizkhing 1itile beyond punch-
ing holes 1n kunai groselende, shottering o fev trees, or sprajing
rachire-gan ballets through dense Toliage in hope that o farset night
ve found. Duu,ze frun strafing was &ifficult or ixpossible to assese,
even vhen triccrs wers scen to hit aron., sueh targzeds as canouflazed
barges; the recults of ooubirg eould Be rue~ged ol only, exesnt when
rhoto rurhe of fered nore positive Evidence.zs

Mrérores ab fape Cloveester wnd Cupe Hosing, supsly dunps on
the wert and nortivest cousts, ond barge hideouts alonz the north
cocel were whiucked Ifreguently in Cetober. Theese sirlltes, rarely
in zouslron strengih, gencrelly were exacuited Ty one to eight nlanes,

Chere was o flurr; of metivitr on 13«14 Cctober when wore thaun 20

3-.24%: Doxmbed the cizdromes and 94 B-0Rs bombed and strefed the west

QECURIT‘{ %ORI*‘[AN‘“’*W
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coast, RAAS Beauforts cleo obbocolzed Fosiiins in UC'EOTJG‘I‘.'}?

. Since the Mlied .ir Tores: wie pricerily invelved in attacking

Pabzul ond points in ew Guiren early in ov-uheor, esntrzl ond westers

Tew Zrltcin enforcd comprretlve imsumityr, hen Vorbing zmissions vere

repeved ngninat thece arens, svyzly dumpe and defonclve installotiors

in the fopo Glouwcestcr-2ornen Tay cren recelved cost of the 1,341
tone dropmed from 18 Votesbrr bo 1T Decciter 1947 {see Avpendlx Yo, 3).
The e.pharis won destruelion of svrypller regullted 2o abeliaf that
the northwest coast was o princival staging point on the barge route

. frou Inbanl o the Fal Coccd of tev Guir.ea.zo One of the dwm zreas
var lecnbel ciong tress nenr the tvin alr strirs at Crpe Gloucester,
there there wos clso a concentration of anticireraft defenses. The
rirdrone itself wos inoperational mest of the time, wlthough the ensny
curricd on repcir work sufficlent to mermdit ¢ fow fighters an¢ bombers
to usc the strize fron %ime to time.:ﬂ

. Houtarduent and strofing of the northwest corst was likevice in-
tenced to interfere ~-1th the arrival of reirforcewcrnts at Cape
Gloucester. The Japanese were rerorted to be sending merchent vessels
from Pubewl o Garove Ieland, 75 ziler north of Zorgen Sor, ond then
runaing barges locded with men wnd supplies from € rove bto Sorgen

Sur et m‘.ght.z‘? Uhiy truffic ec..r uwnfler sttacl: frequently, vith -

strefers (C-1'< and Del's) expeonding thousrnés of rTourds of mrehine-

gom goanitior ufter borbing selceted torpcte, Te strike of 2

‘ Teecrer, ther tihe 38th ond 3485th Borberduent Groups reat oud 60 2-050g,

sxrcumw ik ——
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nay be t£ton 2z an eranple.  The medlume bonted ond strafed swrrectsd
. Sunaly dvrrs onl boarge hidooubs fron Cope Gloucecter to a point well
east of Zorpen 3&;‘.33
Lreperelory Jir Soubardment for the Srquve Diversion
Prelinmincry olr borkordrent in prepurction for the Araws landing

yas Tithkold wntil 13 Teeccbor in order o obbain toetienl sw*grise.'?“:‘
Trren then the firgt strllce vas aczdnst Tiplenhzfen cnd Piny Rings
Plantetione, fur tz the ecst of fope llerimp, anf g-ainst islands

. near Gasz.nto.  Ivo souwdrons of the 320fh Zoavbardunent Group (h), el
inz thely fivctd attoc’: arainst Mev Britain, set out with the 43d
Croun Tron Dobodure to boud the Hedvine wdrdvome, The P.I8 emcort
shot down four of sever enavy fifaters on corctzl puirol as the forua-

tior zpprecehed the south encst of Yev Zritzin.,  Siuce the rogring

cirdrome wos eloced in, the 34 2-20's dropped thelr 1,000.pouwnd hombs

38 ~
. on Iivdentafen Flrntation.”™  Serl; in the nfierncon 28 2-2's boobed
s s 6 .
rod strafid the srre forpet at nindzen nltitude. At about the sane

tlme, a grown of keavy borbers wnd & provp of fiediuns altacked Pins
sing; Planty tlon ond G::swm.ajr Zerwlts, zg uwsunl, were mdetcrainsd.
smadnt Floni-tion, Tllelo Islexd, and Cosactn zirvstrip were
tersets for fhe TiTth Ldr Joree on 14 Tesorber. The saven boubard-
el grovps flew P8 sorlles &o dérop more thenm I00 toms of boubs in
one of the hraviest otbac’:s in the throiter to thetd tire. Gasrcta was

. ceglened to the 224 Grouwp which, oxn the vholo, nmode o poor shovdng,

| SECURITY INFORNATIOf e
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Bomblry fron alfitubes oL B,000 40 10,800 feeh, the ¢ 2-06's rxd J1
. 3-28'g ropned 1920 x 1,000-1b. Dbambe, of vhiech obeut 3077 hit the man-
39 .. .
WaT, srverthelers, sufrielont donire wor Jone o puersntee th ¢ no
sy plime s wonldd trlte off f£ron Gaszats to chiee™ our freops at
Arcve on Z-8ay, Pilelo Islrad, from vhich Japsnere coastal guns night
Fire on the loveeion force, wrs alt by 20 Tof4ts and 26 B-30'- with
°a .
134 tons of boube. aralut Plant tion, vhick covers moct of Arave
Peninend:, wis thoe target for 305 tons dronped by 70 2-Dits, G2
=S8 e, wnd 71 4=T0's,  The 34, <74, and 350th Doubsrdment Crouss
. flat tua migeiome each from Tohcdure. to i-.lul Plemtotion durin~ thre
49 .
8azr, Wher the lzst Tosbers elenred Arawve in the afterncon, the
Tifth Ay Torce hed cozpleted o reunriiole serier of strilies withom

Fa
logine o rinzle plone, £1

(S

These very hoavy attacis aseinet the gouth cowet of Meuw Irituin
"wict pore besn subjected to guemiclous crprslsenent by the Japrnese
. nigh gowrrmd cxd ermnet brve fmil:d §5 imerelrs on cprrecension lreadr
evidareed woly ir the reeont exponrion of troors in wectern Tley
. A2 \ . A .-
Britein. Jevertanelerse, 4llied Borpardmient of western Few Brifoin
. rad been Clstribvbed In cuch -~ wy thot the cpeny, while surel;r aus-
weeting thet on inveslon w ~ izdnent, would e wumcklec to forecnst its

. : 4%
cxeet looslion,

- Z=Dir e arsve, 1o Doecrbox 1943

The PIXZCUTR Taelz Fores, eomrvrded By Zrig. Gen. Julicn 7.

Tunminshos, embarized ot Coodrmoush Isl-nd whilc the Fifth iir Torce
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Wos proparing ike wy itk 14 b attacdte, The total strength of

l“'

. « thc 110th Cownlry Tepimomt (reinforecl) uns cpent U,000 nen, of which
1,700 wore 5o welie the initlil lordairge,  Srocp A, 1t Sgundron, ves
%0 Lend at 0081 (¥ aimas 1 nour; ab Untingelu, tren sdvance westward
tormrd Cope Merirug alt E-bour to cub off enenyr troops who night de

resrextings frow Asdub Alenbtavion. Treop 2 wos do 1.zl om Filele

I21.né, nt the nr.e ti. ¢ thpt Tresp i reoched Tutingzlu, to czovre tne
ieiind end to prevent Interference vith thke lonirvg from tnot point.

whe nedn londing wie Yo be oy the 23 Sovalron (reinforced) at ouse
- m I <4
. Firix Zeach norih of Cope llerlms.

“he sir plan for IZ=dmy ab Arswe--vhich tos so declgnated in oxder
teaveid eonfurion itk I-dow ot Rorpen Zur--provided for bsmnariment
of Crpe Cloueester, fighter coves S0 Z.oooT 0l the Lrsue boochhead,
hea e evecps olon, tho coacst of Uer Sritaln, ond an 2VE strike as

Loimansnl cdrdeods the al it of LE-1E Tagebov, ond £l aade olsht squad-

. rons availahle for o

(48
[N

widii-te 2ia of the DIEICTOF force. Cf theose

13

cizbb souadron~, ome sguadran of £-720 abbaz: Louwbers was $o be on alr
wlert froa 0315 4o 0807 two of a0tz wers to Do on ground alert uai
Toodurs from 2322 o 1LE30; wxl Iive henry syaclring ol the 434 and
3804 Zoub Groynys gore B3 ve on pround wlovt ab Dossduar from 09D to
100 (see Avceadix oo 4£).  libroe exboncive olr _etiviiy would depend
zmon cneny olr onl grownd gpooesiiion at druie,

Phe edavowr, sozartod b Qesirorers, left Goolenou b Telomd of mid-

-
ri ht 2 13 Doezdh r™ aml oowhel s lovariosn oreo beforz dawn on

[

wosranbly wdthoat howin, beon dod=ziol B the on=nr

R R i e —
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Croon 4 dsc.rzed Trod the UL3.3. Zuadg (85D Db, 13) ints 15 10D
{lending ersdt, rabd.r) ob G382 wnd woved tovard Tabingzlu., Vhen

Ehe radber bots were aboud W00 ords off shorc, rifles, wchins [oms=,

and o fwd-purposs antiolroralt gm epened up dith Cleastriyus rasvita,
&1L bab Yorec ol the valnerole bowls were sun’: with o log~ of 12

xl1led, 4 diesing, sud 17 wranded, e ~asar firvdng wead on for 20

ainnd-gy thca o dentzoyer =lleaced 1t vhile the Tnwy recensd ths

&6 L. . . . s
sorLlry, s Inzildent wes sigmdific.at 42 the Tifth Alr Toree on'y

beesuse 16 wae eodlsl weon £o resszelr Drodp A vhick had logt gll of
Lts egulpuent in the rudbeor-noat flzzco, Troon 3 meh little opwozition

¢ on -1
in ceccunliching 1% nission on Pilelo Isl-nd. ?

The min force, in 1~ s~ ntl=:, bhed debooz:d froa LSD Va, 2 about

li‘-

e
. ~ e = — - xa
O miles off Bouse I'ire-sa Teach ot C5LS Eeels ond wlsunder-tonding

)

of raval f£ive guprord echeludles delared the laniing for nexly wa

Dagtroyers ~h2lled th= bensh vlth abvoub 1,600 x S-ineh ¢halls
49

~ad tvy Dlee 1oid Jewn o rac™eb burracse. Landdng eraft bewring

the D4 Sguefeom wore 2311 organiszing in the trmemord ares a9

ZL260-1s, of the 13%k Zambardaent Sq., book off {row Dolodwrn ob

05 Uy the aid of Jeen lishts. Srriving singdly at the resdemvous

sodnt, sowo 19D miler ouuy. 3hartly before CENJ, Lhe atbas': Todters

Purasd T's of thres -md clrclel soubhwest of the comnvey awaitin: orders

bo sbtle’n At 0712 the conbtroller oridere. ans fli-hi to boal & taorget

Junt morth of Top- lkrmaa,  Yhe erder var iremiercinsod orl fiv: S-05's,

fnatcedl of throe, Zropped 19 x 300-1b, Yo br wnd otr: Fo3 +ith 8,000

X EPrfpm .

i -
(] 1

il —
w—

SEC Hi‘JL’ ihfum* L
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rouadd of o 80-caliber aanaalilon, il dlvs soosort rehedules ansor-
eptly vere roviz:l souathot, for destroyers combinusd ¢halling the
\ . s, W0
nesehen duavin: the -lr giriike,

The 24 Towcdyon, L1Zth Zoxulry, oucgumt-ored 1itvle opsorsition in
drirming wp the Arave Uealaceds fo $hs il obdjeetiva lins, which waos
reuched at 1430 11 The TLTth Jdr ferce, thercfore, had no ealls $o
rid the wdvomes,  Seven D-0G'r, O0Lst Soubordacat Sguadron, arrived
Lrom Iohzdurn o4 0725 wndr orders fodrel-~ on rlreet for fwe hours.
The londins foree comiondor roguosted thot the sovedeon Ll over the
sexe o regord onm grogorest, thoor relezecd the syasdrvon bo attas’: Tidmaog
Tillogse. 2

sitnou iy there were no ealls for Lir colrilics on 2Z-doy, the Jifth
Alr Torce was prezired to deliver then., She ir Linleon Porty thas
lonaad with the 24 Sgundron rat wp its radio wod lthin 20 minater
nad establicheld eonicst wlbh o Joves Headozurbers, the Tirst Adr
Tl Forcs, cnd Sdven TAfth Adr Forece., dhis oz the only ecoanunliesntinn
chermel froa the beaghhend for 24 hours, o

The Jopiacre oy Jorze wau noed 1d1ls vhile this invasion of Xew
Zrilain was progressing 30 faworadly fur YEe Allies, Zn smeay recon-

54

roafocunes plone e over Araws of 070D snd anenred. Thore wers o

sllicd fishtore in the crzo sines th firet pobedl, conci-~diang of 9

. - N R oy
Pl3ts, Eod tren of D Traa Daealara ot 03435 nt eonld notb hovas
Tiooacd the convay pres much bBefore 0PIL., L Jononese radlio werning

to Igdunl could b we been reeclvsl ia tin. to nrzpure o mlssion to

s o= f\r‘xn;g_fﬁ'_

SRTEER NONY S
SEC‘UHH’*{ i FURT‘*’ s f '

!""sr
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abindg:s the Allled convay lrins off Arzwe within tuo hours of the tlue
vhen 1% s 3ighbed.  Soorently -l is vhnt harpened. One Tl ht
ont of 12 P=3T%e, &3%el Ti Lbar S4., war ottac'sel by 12 Z8lzes at obout
0545 winile on patrol west of Didnop Villoge., The P-33's too': evasive
wetion t2 ovold eoubot.©3 Ilfteen wimuten Inter, of 0900, from 30 to
L0 Pale tad Zolaa ptrafed _ed bombed shipuinmg ~né *he beschhead,o!
Anmorently the onlr epaosition to this ctbuel:z coue Ffrow round and
wivel fire vhich gbot dow Pwy ensuy pl-nes. One LUV wus destroyed. o3
ihe ubtuezing forece hod struwt vhen there were 10 F-38's in the aren;
16 2=17"~ uere on thelr 1oy rsd Tigschhafen of 0348, rnl 3 B-lat-
£9

vero soradled at Dotolers b 0010.7 The caesr geoni»d vithoulh one
comntoring these planes.  Duaring the Azy tiaceo were 82 2-FL'a snd 448
T=47'> on watrol ovar Avwie. Tre Jnpimere sead oub 70 or 80 fishiers

and dive-badbors, of vhien three wero 1ost.co

Gire~Croynd Soapersiion, 16 Depo.er ivim b e 1040
Grouand nedtlon al Arvears resolved itsclf, for the most sard, inte
& m2riza of pabrol  ctiecms albsy Z=day. a3z for coey atbac:s cosinst
) P r 61 .
the LILR were rarely corriel out by rore thon 50 nen. Athoush eneay
re¢inforcen.snts vere emesbed o love into 1he aren, egpeciadly ng far

-

w9 the Pulile Tiver to provent expounsion of the Derchhesnd, or.ied recon-
632

j+]

zisncnee by elx A-20Ts on 18 Degoaher revionleld ro Jugrnaese movzaents,

Thrae drre luater 2L A-DR03"a3 Domibed and strafed the constzl trac: west
s £3 o)

of %he Toldle River. Thot niond, 18220 Tezcober, the eney was

reported to hove lonfed troone vhich vwere supmoned to ba betwoea the
= SO

)
mu.ﬂmumm I B .
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8isul and Pudis Rivers. Jeting on this report, the Firet Jdr Tosk
. Toree sext 19 4-20C's o atineln, Concealing follzge was so thick

thet creve conld scc no resulis fron their bosbiag and strafirg on 20

LY

R
Teaerer, ©

s oeacdr Toree of uninown strength wen, novortheless, -rorting in
o rd srave.  Our sdvanced nabrols were driven tach on 21 Lecedber,
tnd on the 20th abaut 100 Foanrmesz2 struct soubth from Didmop, isoloted
the Alliel CF st llio on the cc;;:.at, ond foreed tws potrols to f2l)
oo to Tabinmalu, fheep enray troons were thouzht to be the advance
. nerty of o larger unlt ab Gaswnm.% In recmon=~2 fo o xegurst for
2id, the 24 Borbarisn-~nt Grouwn zdnb 17 A-003'r 5 -$inelr Jopanese froons
wao weres reporbed te be on the troall betweon Didhop and tho mouth of
the Fulie Iiver. The Sizul Tiver use deximmctied ze tha bonb line,
«Jon the 824h Sovadron's eight A=70"s srrived over Arasre, the grownt
station st o rodls reauest to chovse the terget. 4Yhe eneuny vas now
. located on the track from Tmbingalu, wmerc the Gavelry kod tuy pohrols
noldin : o defensive line, each bo Srewe sdrstris. The acting filght
Le. der attic'ed acesrdipzgly ut wbout 1400, In toe nidet of 5he bhoxnbd
run the 1Lkl leader, vhe krd Beoa delaped In fw'ddng off ot Dovedura,
arpived anld frenslerlly ordered the _Aizek siommed sinee ihs farget

vos well within the bovb line. line moro A-2089's arrived at 1415 cnd
&

7]

abbnclzed the trall lw.éinz to ITidoop.
Apporentlr neither the 2ir gtriles nor the tvo concontratioms

. of rrtillery fire on the trJdl enct of Thiipew il broke un the Japonese

- - i_..l—ﬂi =

1
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threat. The potrolg vere orderzd dsclk fxow Unilns.du to the nain
1ins ot the esct ond of iwiut Flintation o 1800,57 owa Generad
Gumninshow eallzd for reinforcenente. General Krueger s#nt Copany &,
55th Imfwasry, to srawe D DT Toote anl the rest of the 28 Battalion
in LCT's from Cupe Crelin. Thus strengthensd, the DIRECN02 Zoelkr Turce
vas eonient o hold its pousltions. The enwsay seb up oiposts in fromt
of the ILD gné resisied nll efforts to Alslodre thew, 55
The Tifth Alr Porce struct o varicty of targebs in the Arewe arve-.
darln:; the neaxt three wez'te, ~lthoush itc arineipal effort wos mnds
in coomerndian with the BACHANDER Tadl: Toree ok Zorpen Fay. Jorme
traffie nlong the coart and on the rivers sulfored from attac’e by
LAted plrnnasz.eg Sugpectad encayr pavitions olons the coast woet of
Arawe to Crne Tuchins, ot Gllalt, wrd north on tnc Itnl River were
obbacized by P-3C'n of thr 321 2zconnalssonce Sq.m Gatuniats lnzctlive
state w.s puaronteed by BANT abtac’ts with Seaulorils, Vongeances, mnd
71
P-A01q, Borges on the Pulie River, dumos znd troogs near Didusy,
tnd eneny defenges near Unbingalu were sbtiae’zed by BY Douhins znd
abraflag corties frow 27 Decxdber 1927 to 10 Junvery 3.94:4.?3
Zoear o pocitions et Fhe east end of Annlul Pl-ntstion were

abincked By 12 2-203's on 7 Jewrary.  Groumd trocps were o nork th-
verzet vith seo’ic bubl Dallzd &0 do o untll after the Losblens baomm.
Zs the flret f1i-ht cfarbed b2 el off for it- initial pas:s, two
Allied nevel vescels opened fire from 2 distones of sbdout Hwe mdiles,
The L0 pilots &3d not hevs the redis frezcencr of either ground or

nevel siationg., Allled barges opened firz vher the seeond flight of

g‘"‘a, - n’m* hd ' e N A O N e
. '3" g_{ ? -~ 1‘; -

B3

g g vk
oo '}ijﬁ. 0 W A R L S

z‘{ . i }1I

~~~~~ [ ORI SRS R e o e mem s e [
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5 A-8Dte ilewr over Arawe Horbor of ma wlbitude of nisre them 1,000 fest.
In spite of this interforemes, wmicn destroyed cne 5-720 =2nd fomnged
tup more, toe .dssion was fuecassiul,

e Ne:siaat zir striln sinee Z-4oy occurred on 16 Janusry when
General Cumnin: fem nbdacized o oliminctke the Junemese block exbtendlng
poTthwest iron Untlmgeda, L% obimt 08750, 12 3-2's drop;ed 1385 of
125 x 1,000-10, Tombs in the dscigeated tnrgxzt,?‘l after 1hich 20
2807 gz in B0 boxd end strafe r% mindow. cititude. o ~riillery
and orber burrages follogcd thore cdr atriles, then a commany of

Lirat tarlzz wionrhecded an infmtry attase’: thet drove the eneny boelk
» J £

~
o

asnrly o :3le fros the iz-in lins of rcsistmce.?o 3r shils time the
A:R LD Wac’r Toreo had o stured "tey macltions enst ol Torgen Zaoy
erar the onemr tvoe glving 1 wosharn Uev Zritein,  Allied vwlanmes rosned
b wlll over the Jurydl= apd or»uminin troilc to nitooy torgeis of gonor-
tinlty but rirely founl an ovjective of wny imporb‘ar_r_:e.?? ~Lbrols
fros Arvave w2t onlyr <1i:nt epvocitlon in pushing: west fownrd “ilnit
vhere, eurlyr in Februwry, tozy zude comtret itk o lsorine groun from
Froeticedlr no grommd ¢nabat ocgurrod In bhe lrawve sector after
thiz meseting % Gilnit., The oncsp vathdrey o~ hic fortuner declined
clon the norta const, Pabrale of tes 183 Inf nbr;- ccemied
Gromnta cirdraze on 17 Dhrel onl on tae folleouving Ly ronarted
Lindaphofon D21-nt Adon Lree of Junonese irnops. Tosee porlilons were

hell es~omsicll; unehrored unbil 3 June 1944, ~hen the 108(h Infontry-

YL SR & S ia s

Rl et t

i 2 i R i i i ‘ £ .t
%‘iu Fage b L1 . P ‘Piiﬂ
gl Lo oo e iy

E ORI N .
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Terianont, 0tk Tivicsion, relicved fhe origlnnl DIELCTCE Task Torec.

+ »

Dne Tirat Alr Tasik Torce pravided fighter ecwer for the isrzue
arca fron cqurdron~ Bazed 2t Iobsdurn and Iinschhofen. The nunher
of rortice L1ata by lhewe gempdrsas voricd frow 64 to 897 dally for
the poried 13-0L Teccxmbor, except on the 19%h vhan dad wezther can-

80
eelzd sch«duwled =otrals, Ynic poriod likevise coincided with the
eney'o beaviect effort aszinst tac beacnaend, alinoush tae Jenonnge

. nab vy less than one-balf the nuaver of sorties expected.sl This
flgnter protection wus <raecinlly importioni ab arave gince no 90-m,
catisdreradt puns arrived wnbil the end of Jomuory and searchli his

vere received even loter. Smiorsbic veapong were rot effective during

Coxrlmers vithout the secichlishits, cnd during deylight reids the enemy

£

o>
]

plancs reunined ouwd of range.

. the &

~hile inelfcetive, succeedld in avolding mori of our putrolling

punege wore fortuniie ino thelr Zeduy Poublng attach uwhich,

Rl

fighters. Sobccctent srmeny dupli al roics on wrete sel Uith euch

" hemvy losees trot $her wero vrechblerlly wbondoned by the emd of
Irgeclre, Cn 1O Tozeprker the firet cncoy ottuel oo woxly Iz the
cftcrroon vhon 05 T~23'e of the «3lrt omd 2324 Tonodrons wers on patrol.
lhe Arore cerlraller gewe bhem o plol of corny Bombors over "oy

Islend ot about 15403 ten uinwtes leder the T=00't Intereepted 7 o

. T Sebtre, veorpbsd by 30 to 29 Lllver Flier ond Donyr, ond destroped

"»
.tJ “,..,,,Mm

o SE CURITY u‘mm N
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10 nlanec without 1oes be thenselves.  hile thls Tizht s

.1

in
. PLOJECss, 8 Pedfle, ZA2E 24 bor ., toolr off frow Dinoekrelir.
Bkt £ B oo <3411 podrelling Jhen she eomirell.r eclled in another
. nlod, Lt 16.0 the Pud? pilote mi hted ome Meto xC 172 4o 10 Lelieg,
stool-¢? fron ren level o 18,000 foct, helded for ruve, Whlle the

riret L13,.00 of € FwiP'c deotrored 2 Zelzec omli the M, 7 wore Ie47's

cont the openy 10 cirers?d destropei (x4 probtubly dostreryed.
r
Saoradic bas dwoil ctive oitag s contired trroush tho night. Lure

. ing the norning of 17 Decedd.r, 8 I-47':, 240l 21 kier 8., dertrepnd

- _‘{,"

vole ral 2 Crerr cut of o fotel soree of 40 plrre-,

I

In thens gerls encountare, concny fipbier pilote Qieacloged cona
eldercolec 27111 ond cgovenciveness,  dhils wrs esreellllr tTuc om 10
Tooo v whrn 10 D32V e, aldld Tijhter 3. Jugen® 10 o 1E Jolor,

Crecrr wn?? Dopre b d8dny, The FSOSTe lowi thyowd the enery £10tere

o

. rad vore in dure Jusced by sbeut 10 fi_bhter. vhich hod been hiding
in o cwnalus elowd., Iefinitely on the Sofereive mn’ subnoreuvered,
the J-237s destrored only tirce of the oo vRile login 1oy T3 g,

37
. onc of o din oo¢ollicion,
The eoasrirtent oopecronce of Jopancge pluzes over argve, wnd

thedr Glreetlon of £ kt, irdle-tcd tad they ve-e ew ins Tron
Tndmyr ae uell ay Foboul,  vesmvy JAlied attoe’r on Cape Glouwgerster
ol by Srocoe Lnwesdor vould Lo sudliiciont ceazons for renrved uss

. ef th. nolin, ficld. Qo ctop thiln cetivity, the 334 Somborizent .
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fdrerped nocrly AL tors of 1,009%-pound Bowlho oa thol farset on 19

Joponess offords ngrinet Arave continued with 1itfile zprareas
chgn, ¢ reselilog fres the idmns bosbing, Oa 21 Deesiber, our fignters
Cegtrored 19 and probably Gegtrarad © of oovroxinectely 20 fipgkhiers
- ané boure attenpbing to otboel: srave, The grestert wotivii) ccewrred
ot sboub 1700 thon oo evtinnted 20 Jelee rnd 26 Tele wvere in the crec.

Y

Moprirol of 7 DeATVe, 3420 Tithter Tg., shot down 7 Trls end eloied

£ proboblce in splte of what wor Liae Been 2 clever Joxnrnesc drick;

. "The enenyr aseund the frequsreyr, code nooe, rafd vhresirg of the rave
consrolicr {ir flolsoe Trygdish) omd core fulsc ddrections t¢ ouwr
ML bt sl e e conelderuhles confusion even on the ground stetione, 159
Oux logs for the domvoe one P77 crot dowm by friendls ~riizirer 7%

q . k] - -
i‘irc.‘o Aranc war grared Jurther hervy doplizht rolcs until 29

e

Poeciker then the ernemy oo hig laet signifiernt strile ot the soutk-

. veat coasl,  Soae 2 to 10 T.ule dive-houbed IT buis vhile &0 to £9
Zeize~, Omears ond Haooe corered.  Tig force lost 2 Tels exnd 25 £l hiers
£1
festroredl B our nubrolling T-47'c,

2E%cr this otveg’t of 37 Dececrer, Jrpunese iy aobivity ot Jawve
fell off sherrly. “hereac fror 15 to 31 Decelror, there wers Z81
gorties in @ dry 'nd 27 nifcht rodide, only 00 corties weore reported
- . - - on

frow 1 Jorory: to 10 Tebruory in 1% &g ornd D2 night ettoelg. v Lhe

ri skt ottoe’re ey, lrorrrcin, conurcd 1ittle éacvw.n, ond usre gonerally

“'D

. curried oub by ony to three Lello. bowders, Allleld nmotrols likevise

f

i

. ‘ TARN
%m; b AP ’
CSECURITY WU s
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rerb., The conpony thus hed o varicty of r:ills repres:znted which

fin]
Y

vould iniure prover paciziny wnd lo: Uing of oumplies.

kad potiing exoent ircocplete elothing ien Brey were rescued and

rert o rodio Leszoge ob 1000 on 18 Tezrioer to 2lam Tores Monds

Cogpenyr ob Ioesdurn londed tho supnll-r, wel hins nearly 10 tons,
6 0=&7's, then tronsterred thew to 19 2-25': zxé one 2-17 Tecrure

dorger irc. Juponete plener,  About lwoe howes, froz 1700 1o 1520

= e Iy '-w'!f
Tk ‘

-~ é"”*’?‘mwm |
| _oropus uv m-whu_@ e T
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fell off ghuraly ighbers vere over areve
ﬂ
. diaring tre d:.;*. 2.7t of thin netivity wer wnliorioiten to cov-r ¢hip-
alng susvla_ bnrou b to v infores the foidor lexdinc,

A5 purt of the properstlen for Cperction IZXTEELNY, Alaro Iores
sygunized o Provielonal fdr Supaldy Coiginy of 249 offiecers and men.
This corpany irncludeld ordroncr smd tadicnl persommel, although most
of the ren were drwm fror the 90th Field Ardillery 2attalion (Puel:),

the 16ts mrter.crter Squedrorn, anl the £07d Parzebute Infoptry Tegi-

Troon L, 117th Cswalry Faglnent, lost 21l of ibs equipment in the

Cirootrous abteint to land % Ustin »lu on Z-3ay, 2y of thke survivors

londed et Fouse Flrewun Desch.  Yho troecp roguired coirleote outfiiting,
ith wre, smuandtion, clothing, rnd eculmaent., Gea-rel Cunninghoa
grrrbirs

requecting thers iteme plur 167 overrge. Lho Frovisienal idx Supcly

into

of

o1
. 18 Ioecdber, tere reguired t¢ esunlete the Grop at ioalut Slrntotion.
Yearly 211 of tho clothing crd eodipment cxd 211 of the orfrencc were

- oE o~ - -
. receveref,t Y Troop L v recdl for eowblt by 17 Tece ter, seversl dors
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o peasage wep received at 2008 from Gernerzl Cumingham recuesting 200

anbleversonncl winoe. A 2-17 sent by the JTirst Alr s~ Force to the

Cro Xop dopot, crriveod ot 0870 on 20 Lecoumber, wus loaded ot QT7IZD,

and ecoplcoied ite drop of 204 mines ot 0930, A1l of ihe nines were

v

servicentls, “hree =175, one of which ucde tro sortias, dropned

75,000 soed bage, 17,000 pords of borbed vire, and hundreds of nickets

=t Arewe on 22 prd 29 Deceziper vhen DIEESIOR Dol Dorce wug strengthen-
. in; 1ts apin line of regisfanc .99 There excooles illustrate the 1vie

portanen of »dr gupnly, rot only in this specifie crappulen but also 1lan

any aiffienlt conb: & eonitions Jlere nmorn] eurface methods are

incdeoguzico,

Tho arewe cporrtlen ves clearly one of the msjoer steps in nreparu-

tion for thn Bargen Say invegion, Teubrolizcolion of Sgbant, tombard-

. ment of thr Tew 3ritsin ecn<te, and hecvy striltes at Sasnota znd Avave
precorved the vey.,  “Tow DPIFECTOR Tesdc Foree vent ackore on ths Arave

Peninsido, the 411ied Alr Torces wore nicpored to deliver fur grenter
- aild thom wes required,  Throvchoud the eneratlon oir ond ground unite

WOIiith toprther closcly, clthoush the noture of the terrair, luelr of

tarsels, andé teclment of enccy oir ctbacze rolegeted tka Allied Lir

Torges to o miner role ofter oy,

A

[

% =%

i
SR T

'~| & h&?_iwff;f«...,'.,ff; & T
\ LJU H ‘ !\l-l!'\l Frinthrtet -l b ol o W -
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. o]
reomer thro «oudd hare Tson postible hué nly supply nod been wvidilavle,
. Ay supely rcrvice onorcited with remarieble gpecd, On 19 Tecenbexr




SATE S-S
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Chenter ITI

OIS OF TEY SEITRALY FROUT Quall GLOUQLSUTR IO DALASLA

Innefictely ofter DIZICIOK Tags Foree vent achore ot arave,
pombers of the Fifth Lir Force abbtockeld the northuwest corest in pregure-
tion for the zcjor landing, This preprr: ticn went on for 11 dsye.
Thun the CaCLTDER Togk Foree lurded ot Zorgen 2y, ectablished o
prackresd, ond b-prm the vorr of cletring Jepracec trocpe frou the

estern porticn of Faw ZFritcin, Cper: tion DEX.DILY may be cop~ildered
&8 boving, beon corploted when potrols from the tue b ek forcer ectzb-
1ihed contzet on 10 Tebruory 1942, Thie sowshnt crbitrory dute is
not entlirely coticfuctory, -lrpee the JAGGHNINE Dask. Force ~dready
was opgrged in Cporetion JEPELS), o serdlor of uoorin:~uwp atdcchs that
arrrizd the llarines 3o Talsges by € lLoren, Turing thic alveqeo erot-
veed cdonr the north coast, xir operrbtloent over Jew Britocin Jecrsused
tlmoet to the wunichins wolnt execont for contimmed oracultsz wen
Taboed b South Frelfic Jorees., the stilcefretory progress of lamd
spurstions on Jow Dritain, together wilth o ook of oulh-Dle burgeds
reet of Dokcad, grodeally; durins Jorwoery ond Debruexy relonged {he
Jiftk A Force for giriles againct Tov Gulnes owd the a3 dirc 1ty

Iglonds

Ergparators Lz Zoskorfoent fop 34000
Afbcr the hewry ettac’zs on the scuth cocst on 13 and 14 Legcerdher
1245 in wreprry Lien for the Arsre dnvacdon, Tifth Mr Toree tozbhers

- .\z}!“

. !“-\‘q 3 ,u!,,

43 Fam o

.."'"“' S
\l' Ul‘si“'”ﬁ- L PR

oIt {.,,: i\ I
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Lt~ d 2 I
FRS gl

returred B intemsive atteers on northriortorn Jew Dritain, Tt 1=
oordly on exaceor bion to stule el the ecirt and inland defensar
fron Dorgen 2oy ta oo fag verc sobuxided vith bonbe rrd gprrpyed with
muehireenm accrition, T.rset vers essentis1ly the ssus ac thoge
thot Lad teen wndor aliogt dally atbach rince 28 Toveuder: the sir-
ntring, evpply dwme, oxnd dofenses of Orpe Gloacester; defences and
fuLng around the shores of Joreen Zryy ponoible defercive vorizg ot
Terzdlls ol vl ges, Trodls, snd the Totine ~ivfrone. 1
Tarec bo geven honbordnent groupe, vith adeqguw o Fighiter eover,

nerticinated dn inege pecoolis Trom 10 to Z0 Deee-ter.  The lowesh
wiher of ~prties for ke neriod ceowrrsl on the LEth rpé 17ih vher

=2 porbers vere oub on ench Jory the hi‘hest mugher wors on Sk Tegmdor
vwhom gevan grovse flo DEQ nermber sordier, In the Ll-8ar prried there
uere '.;.,:307 rffcetive torlorry sortien \Rien drennsl uore thon 2,694

tont of Boobs ~ittoul losin: o wi-xme (ace Jprerdix Ta. 7). Zhere tos

-y

ko rost for toc Jdororere. Tayli-bt obt.elic veore fcdlouwcd by nigntlr
aprcaries dovdine - kich 2-207s driciled bouabr, srowiies, rad beer
cotiles over fthe bivow e arens to “wep ins crosy wafer continuvous
2

plaelowt -nd nenbol ctroin,

Seoirney of Ytomnlpe - on BTfietdt fo ectd abe. The hesvl bombers
nelly atbootrd o sltitules of ¢ LEDD fe 10,000 feet, vnile Salnte
tld A= e L afs 2ot of thair rong of iniinvn nlbidule Slouwl covir

St pravonted oomervetion, oudb even on elecy Jrie crere eould see

1l6tle zxenyt boro Bursts., Cn 18 Degouwscer, for oxz e, bhr 433 Growp

T —
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e ELULJLL 11;1

var kold on L Qert ot Doboiurn wuniil 100D, *acn was sent te wbtooll the
G ce Gloveestor di.pr. Jne Borpet wor covered by haze znl saowers
vhieh mafe on cecurate stzbenont of resydi~ i.z_goﬁﬂinle.z Zhe 80in
Groor sent two somadrens bo stri’c Zerget Hill with 2,000-mound Ddozbe
frozm 10,000 feet: one sgudron elrizdd # hite out of 74, tLe ofher
cladsed 28 out of 24,7 Ansther stusfrem of ther e group clalaed
11 hits frou T8 x 2,006ADb, bowbs ddrectiecd tonxd So. 2 stris ab Caps
Tloasssber, while ta: fourih sgueliesn re_orbel drogming Il outl-e
Toad af 20 o O,000000, bashe an Yac wost oloz of the tar,get.s

Teroet T, ¢ odeloneiv2 gorition meer Slinctl Poind chich dond-

rrbed the lordlns Leceaer o Torocia T, s o fovored target, Sovrnd

itk lmumet o oroees Lhrwugdh pilch Zaxln rol s orih e bae resn, it stood
" s
OUT STSae T in tve relallvely lerll rlic-Inrect orer 30 the coast.

un pasitisng velr the Glouwsestor - irsbrigs, wHile noy eaeil

Srac v Lir, were muel o gabiifooborr fergets than danas locobed
in the Sicher. ] sreae. On 17 Deeeaber the 20th Growm fxooped S0 x

I2,000-110, bauke on the gun _aeitlons with foirly sabl-faciow)y resiltés.
Teavy boabing on rnd wesr Yhe Gloteestor sbriuy CAF nod orovent the
smags froo adle sdings to wxs one off Uhita. Ruo J.oom ore fignzeres tool:
S fres Tl 2 oelrin oon 17 Zese :‘Jﬂr,a g tho naxt o the 20%h Graw

it

9By, Wae I04 Geowp drogoed

ot

hahed $ae abrip vith 198 x 1,000-1.,

€0 tans of SO0-17, Yoo oon nenrc Chwd arons, ot the 280Lh arld 454

9 .
Orowiz it Gooe Toorins alvrirow: %A TI0 x 1,000-1%, bosbe.” llelthor
T1213 was ropurscl L oocrabloel thoco Jier, olthh the Topomecs
3id wot esualetely avenin Tosizine Jor seveomd wed'te.

L7y
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t nl-wr.'s‘ ‘rr

ES

Rher Beogo or Baabing in fhe Gope Gloucasier oren inereascd con-

gilder-dly om 10 Picemser -hien the fuvo squudrons of the SL2%h Zrovy anl

thr 2 of the 474 Growg £Llo: duel mi~vions frow Dobador. . The 454
“vow fredr doublz 2l sfoms om the 2iet, 271, Dilh, cnd 20%h gl bun-

Limn zet of Wll 51 czlag b4 Abob wmit: "In the cilst of moving, con-

ke

grostla . o nev ecup, Jrd abbernbing 1o elrry on nointen me- ol 4

slore o fog bilee thwe noioor of - lscions floum previcusly,? the €5th

...

Sgrdroa regoried, Mhe stremgih of the sround wasn kas haoen toxed

Borond the treotiing oolnt.  Wher Lt te rexduse’ befure the cntirs

COARICAANGr OF Laaln, ! Ground ¢ridiz wier dolzg well ln oplie of
thic eawzlolag, =iper 10 of the 58ih S dron's 13 3-2U0¢ verc reolr
11

for combot on 1.3 Ieceld-r. The <0Z1 Sgaulrsn resdstoras? & oicdllor

eo.nlodng, proto-bin, Hlul -did o chort .2 of 07 gromd porsonmel,

Lhe s e bolnn oo'zad to zxerd thewcilver borond thl ~oiut vhese

efficlancl sould De expooved, (aly ceven o4 the sgucdpsale 10 Za=ii:
-~

- 12 .
wer: rowdy Jor Cu.™d oem 13 Doeudow,”” Tkl probests, oMdch sre

bipleal of g thnt wvers rojlotercd, wer: fu'ly justified:; bub Lron

5

19 $2 35 Dosodtor, bhoe €£%01, GIth, cnd N34 Smulirams £l o todnl o
19Y exwursive certiasn o almat Do Srisaia,

“is pericd of preporuilion xolch i itz clincx on 24 and 75
Deecuter ulion 5ed Louber corbier stracl every ir;oxiont lorget frow
swarll %o Turget THLL.  In these tuo Curg olon., 672 tons of houb-

wod 201,100 rovrd - of urchine~gmn crasmd tion ware vrpended (sec

%psadisz To, ). Ca W Ieconher the ZL0%h Crous, which was £

ol e S

,""”— e

_ -‘- Aty L |-l-‘ ¥ P T .
) (,,UM!Y I Uil I
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pariiclpet: in pr _:;'zrwuim &b the beachsrs on D-doy, sonb its 2-80'z

s
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theswsh an oteacs ovor the casignold torgets to rehewrro procedurs and

tlaing 19 T

L

throes sgwefrone brobol Mesishalen in

wvora the orineisol torgete for 130 sortlss on TE Leoorular,

see Laom-ratlonal on D-dar.

3 bezches nt Zoa 14 cnd Rorzen 2o ond thelr defengon

3

oo

nile

T'm o+ Galag s o mdlze thol ensuy

1

u

ajor Intorert la iy pren-rublen for D-dny centerzd om ihe eon-

and heoyy obbed s aodinst naribvz-icrn Jew dreltolng bt air-

ot Lbanl smd In Jevr Tral-wmd and oy GEdnen aleo vers boaded,

suth ord Cratlnreot Peolilic forsoy oivie' cwery £1210 froa which enosy

wlones aisht take off to evmose thr Deroen 3y Lrdlage,  Adtoc’zs on

Tolaul vore revserd on Bhie nl Wl of 10 Tees Trer, ufber necrly o weox

oi rexzite, vhen 27 ZAAT Jecuforts of the L1lied "ir Torcas dropned

. . ie o
chout 23 tomn on Lelvanmal oivdesan, tn the Lollowing night, 12
17 .
Zeaafortas To oed Tun Ttonuyw alrirose. South Poolfic Torees thea o3

. . 1s
aver, vith {3 fishsers ong.oins the ehewr over Trhanl on 17 Decevlon,

Rﬁ =

duo dare later, 16 South Toellle E-248'c, vith arn escort of B0 £l hicrs,

ere {2

o=l By AT to ©0 lnterceptors ov.r the horbor area, IRAAT

Brapfsrts from thr fouthwest Faeliie attoeteld Toallimaz ug in on 20

9 s
Powslsh A8 Gonhers drooming 1 7“ton¢ of Toube, To two oitpllzes

- DA

on 2% vad 08 Lecoider, in nr-purablon for the Zorgen 2oy loxding, 8¢

-

South Paeille T-20's boxbed Ledoicnd onl "oydomon,  The en-al 10se

2
Qo

uL

ged and 11 probably destrorod dn ctteupting to ropel

i Rul i ) “"—|1|, -
Ul}\ \\1 H\‘ L ene TR ot ey
&
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The Tirth Alr Forse grobected cur troops in Do 3Britaln fzea ~Ir

nbsachks origincting in Jeov Galnes by wlno~t Colly striten on "oy

cipdroues beglming en 12 Dogedder, ldium hodbers ore the brumd

of thls effox u."‘l Feeonnc.lasmnce plones mainbaincd elose survelllimee

- L]

ovor Diael-as vhich, vith LEr two cleirours ond irbor, was o stoging

tage for cnenyr sirerult and shiwplng envoubn o Faboul, last of the

iy
a

ALIicd ntboolcs on thde Uy Irelowd Yoo in the laetd 30 dare of Tieeiher

vers ands By LAAT Cetalinnsg, vwhich dromped nesrly 80 tona of densli-

tion, ine=adi-ry, ol fragusni-tion boubs on ghinslng »nd the sirdromes

-y

in night na..ri.«.c‘..?

The il effcet~ of this preparctlin cummot bo Lstessted aconret
A6 Trboal and v ag, and over the enelr's Uees Gulnss fielde, theore
1.3 oppositicn drow antilslveraft flre and Josrnese fisbters. Prhato-

seoghe eowld condira doun: .z redorted bo kowve Loron cuassd o roanwys,

chkizping, doolzs, rod othor instollotionz., ot Onan Gloucertor, on ths

e

other hund, there 2o nover any Jishier opsozition and only an ccoa-

cionnl shat from ground troons, Oratered rwroys ~raved thot the oir-

strips were not servicesble; o fer direct hits were elained on sun
ositlons; optivicitic creus expressed the belied ob tlues thet they

1ad Gzaged or dertroverd burges. Tuneury docmmonts oud mrisoners epo-

{f.}

tured oTber D-dey out an end b0 Jwwhty ~hout th effrelivenesn of thr

~Llr preporstlon.  Cor ori-omsr 5om ob C-o-r loucester stated thob

tha bovhlng ecuged sboub 1,000 carwrltics In blg ~agtor anl honvils

. . 3 .
deaa.ord dunge crd bivouses., T Che unspestaoeular obr: fing and Loxbin~

of ®burge romt-s Irem Trhoml ecured pueh dertrucilon that trodps in
_w__nrv*i*“' ‘_"\"

T R L T \g

A “b.d-iwg‘ 1

Q‘L;Ui’ﬂf,” Urihoo -
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- 2¢nehos 5233.1 T'n’”n' El?—n.

The porthvestern tly of Ter Eritudn, vhich var sclected aw the
1te of the prineipsl effort in Orcrntlon DIEEERIIY, is o rowdh and
orotzen ares olmowt sntlrely of voleoanle origin, Twe extinet vol-
cenoer ol one thud le serd-netive dordnsis the reglion and send ont

g thet reneh nezrly to the const on throe sides. A cowmpporetively

low v=lloy east of thege momtbain. rung roudh frou Poreen 3y to the

[ e ]

Sowth of the Itml Fiver.2
. Thero wre fer saitable landin-~ bszicheos glong the rocksy coral-

fringel co st., It i twrur thot on the west, frem Cape Gloucestar

south Lo Gupe Cuchinge, there le no frlingins rewf, the beach is of black

sund, and goel znchkornge ig cwallabls off asre.ua Zut ag thiz sirip

of beaeh was the logienl place Tor o landing, the ens=i hod coneontrat=d

Ale defounes clong; this ecorgbe—n Dnebor thet inflv nes? the gelzeiiom

of Zorgen oy oe the inge-rion goiat.  loct of the coast betwecn Snpe

Cuffre ~nd Gpe Gloncerter is oconnied by Borgen Far.  The bewzher

2
Ly
H
ot
Q
et

(]
e
=
3
el
g
1o
v s

Zrines Lmdine wors logated rortmscet of Si3in i
®oind, ok WETL Loslgretod oo Yollov L ound Yellow 2. Interprotation

of aerial vhate: rev-aled o sl ares belipd the Teaches; -nd Mn

ol
“¢
1

sarbe of the coastzl fl-b I of Silirctl Zoint,’' one report sha
fghore cre arons vhion sre ~3ll $2 be wet during the I /northuccd

monsoon/ senson ouving to the eborm wnborr frow the mounicins snilliag

4
. avoer the flu4 1am’.""8 Thi: foot ceeue 13 havs besn overlooked or
Pty
it wam ) I . -
AN R

t

Tahill "y ] J it
bthmH“' Her Umia Tl .
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RATHS-AN

ign:z._rezi by lorines why lajer commlsained dhod the svar was enlirelr
unerzeshod.

Tre lundlng pi-n reguired Conbat Tean C (7th llirines, relnforced)
to z~iza wnd emoslidatce ths be-chbond, $ollowrd by Coaubat Team B
(1% Torines, roinforeed) vhdch woull vase throwpa rnd stiael: narba-
vert touard the rircrome, Iendin, Tenw 71 (24 Ba4tslion, lot I-rines,
reinforced) w.s to go askore at H-howr on Greoen Zocach near Ieunll, about
nine mlles sowthunm % of Coge Gloucerster, £ rrewant the vyithdrawsl
or reiniores.ont of creny trosps in the Glougerter area. Combad Pecn
4 (Bth lmrines, rrinfsrecd) in tagz force resopwe was 0 move Iron
kWiloe Sar 40 Uro Zay on D-day, teun gove om o Finscihofan prepared to
sxzents de~lone oo reeudired, e P-Car 2 oob gp 28 Degeunsr in order
o xorait eomviys to spnroneh during the d&r': of the moony E.hour was
0745, safficlontly lote in {we worning to per db wir Wombloe snd shrodl-
inz wmd to ive the Tavr tine for Ysweeping the approcehes throush

bt
tha peef, 0

£

Az operctions on D-doyr uors designed o provide muxiaun cssis-

toree o the inv-sion. Irow 0707 to 0770, five rausdrons of 204ty
vers €3 mewdr oo, b Elch-lovel boobing, 1l hootile delems~ pasi-
tians ecoworlay the Lialing nointe, Twal bombirfieowt w e 9 censy i
0737, Latm, frao OF2% to 0743, three eamddrman of nediums were $o
2oy wn? sirade $he besches wille one squidren gtrofed ond smolted

Zarget Eill to deny observiiion fro . th 1 weini. Sruadrons of L-70ts,

on ~dv cl-rt fron 0740 to OPLE, uonld atiielz mroviously Gecdi moted

REg e o e
) P . W e ‘_M

NYE
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~
oL

tas Zirstrip fraq 0900 40 091K onl 18 ninuier 1o%ter dour squudrons

of nmediwrs wors te boab enewy panitions cncl of the beuchhewl. Mine
equadrong of heoiws Bosbera were $o atiach caeeified brrzete Trom 1400
%o 1430 while Coront sczia 3 s coldne nongrz,  (hher souwsdrans wver:s
pleeed on clort znd fighter cover uw.ag to e avallsdle from QedD to 1830
{502 Apoendix Yo. B). Thig plan reguired cirefu’ execsbion tecinz:z
there wes go 1i4tle leriny odlowed din finin, o Laurge pucocr of plonos
would eonge st the wre-, rnd roesre oAy cbiagce Wi WY woeily dderimd thn

scheduln,

Lindinre o 2ovecn Joy ead Towld, 20 e hor 1043
Vae Iavooion of Jev Drliodn vng mnother gecasion in vnlzh alr,
noval, ond Inad forees caaper.bed 4o ~meure on onjeetive. Mav.l unito

nlnyod

<5
i
i

nejor wolr in th2 initind «<tooos of ke operation on I-Gry:
tFer gaxricd *he goorndt broage, nrevidod orea-invasion bomoorli-at,

d 1rnded the inveders ond their eguipoont. Tho zir forees wprovided
Tizster covre for ke comvoyn wund odfed tao —olohs 2f alr ‘rouvarl-ent
to nowd Bongh mresrrtien,  Thill xedis com-mledliions counld e
ootzblizhed onhore, :ir stri’zes —are eontroldled fros cooard tne aend-
quarters s1ln,  Tnlc gonteel rno.ced to ground siadions ogerated by Jir
Liairon Partles rnl the fishier contrsl rguedron e sodn os the taectieal
sitantion pernltted these wnits 0 torsin tansdr fuaetions on loxnd,
-

Peg's Foree 6 carrying the SALBADIY trooss salled out of Buna

Harosor at 0300 on 25 Decerxbar, esedrted by corulsers :rnl destroyers.

el I}l leLTLl [T A TR N R A S et m v mn
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AT g2
Tivhh ir Totce LL.btere prowided protective cover ac the ghipe moved

.. clorg i Tow Cuiresn ecast, LOD'r fre.. Timechrolen Jedrel the conviy

“

ofs Gy Cretin, wvegrele sohzdmled toe land on the LObsThoon of D-Gogl

. =alled awey 1o foxm. U seormd edaclen, omd the prouwp desidned Jor
Crecn S£70h 2odled off tow.rd Trw ll ofbcr dorlmess wnerr deslrorer
ESCDT{:.;"

Y

The wvness "oy that Shie coarwt wot wacer sl tab did nob mow
its Gorbipctlon,  Ap enen g2nct odcher poolorled 1% oV 1030 on OO
ecnbor tkhon 1t wostel Ormpe Jzd Dondy o Frooxe oo rreoancicotnes

. wlooe Teg Mol dotr enst o the cormvar fhrec howes lrbrr.  Dhe Tavrto

rpgeerilon Lot e Inr L TmnT. s Lovadre ot floteestir var .
ceulete curerise” lo conbrodicled I thure ftte -2l b the s
wwurce valch :dalers PRecunsly cuplured Jusw cpbr dedlc te thet a
Teoedng e wrgeetoed on oy Tor dn the Zorgon Toporrn, rxld troonps

Troa o'bhir Lol liti . hed been coveentrnicel Lo mocl thle expected

Twnd ond nir Beack mroparotlon wend off or selnlidod with aliont

-«

werivel ceordipotion, Coslocrr oxfd deolropers 1odl dovn thely fiec on
. - PR v s A e Z3
terrts 20 Drowoct ome fia 1371340 rnd eant by AOrdida Tillege.

wedWy Boidbers vere clweling ower Tlnr Irlomd ~hisn fle-keg of rowrld

cMulive er Lard e pre-invosion Towhordoent.  Seiling, omd vl -ABELLLD

-

. wore wmlizdted Clur b 0710 the fipst of 47 2-24%e porrcd gver Tlr et
1811 Jxwd 3131t Dolrt o6 3L,EQ0 feel. Tivo goadyens aroviec G7 otomn

- .o . »
Yy T \.i':*i o -.,“‘ u
ot Q N ‘ L may
F i-&mn« S '“. ¥"‘ R -

- SECHRLLY h‘ii U ST — . e
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o on wrez 2,000 fecd goulh of the MA1L, O Faort described s VJungle

colplriely evrrd.zard b7 Jumgle,” Wich contrined enony delenge posi-
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g B-17 to drop B0 bags of food in a dry creeir bed east of Open Eay

ports.ms By the middle of the month sc many transports were coming
in that the fleld's ecapacity was taxed fo recelve them. Before the
end of Februzry at leagt 9 of the 14 troop carrler squadrons in New
. Guinea had made several trips to Cape Gloucester. The 65¢h Troop
Carrier Sgusdron made 3:9 trips fronm 15 to 25 February and carried
about 656 tons of eargo which ineluded portabls huts, mail, and equipw
ment of the 475th Flghter Squadron.lés ots, meat, eggs, office
equipment, medical supplies, jeepns, trailers, generators, tents,
grease, bombs, and other freilght as well as passengers were brought
. in by 0=47!'s frow Port Moreaby, Dobodura, Nadzab, znd other points.147
Ground persoanel and equipment of the 35th ¥ighter Squadron came in

by air on 13 Febmary.lq’g

end on 22 February 0-47's began to bring in

. the 80%h Fighter Squadron. #® Then on 11 March, the 67tk Troop
Carrler Squadron and other units began to carry RAAF egqulpment to
Gloucestar and moved the 35th and 80th Fighter Squadrons to Nadzab,
Thig exchange of unlits was completed by 17 March.lso During the
month, slx troop cerrier sguedrons made about 190 trins to Cape

. Gloucester, an average of more than six trips daily.lm

. Qmmmi Tk n,ﬁmmmm .
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. where Allied alr crew members were in hiding. 143 An 1solated
Australian unlt near Cape Hoskins was supplied by a 3-17 on 18 March, 144
Alr supply gervice by (C=47's occurred almost daily after the
’ Cape Gloucester etripn became operatlonal. The flrst C-47 landed on
. i 31 Janvary and was followed by a steadily increasing mumber of trans-
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This service by the B4th Troop Carrier Wing was an Important
factor in the campaign. Nesded supplles were dellvered guickly, mail

reached the troops with minimum delay, casualiles were evacusted.
BEqually lmportant, perhaps, was the added mobillty of cortain units
made possible by efficient frelghtlng overations of the troop carrier

squadrons, with s resultant decreased.- demand for naval transport.

The Cape Gloucesbar Alrdrope

Beforo the Paclfic war bogan thore were two emergency strins at
Dape Gloucester. These atrips were made unserviceable in Januapry 1942,
and 1t was not untll the following December that the Japanese started
work on the field, The red volecanlc soll became a morass when web
but pacited hard when the rains stopped. A supply of coral was avalla-
ble withln two mlles but the Japanese made no use of it. The To. 1
strip was 3,900 feet long by 400 feet in wldth, Starting at'the beach,
1t extonded south-southeast to a creek which barred extension in that
girection. Zquipved with 15 revstments, 1t had a hardstanding capacity
of 15 bombers or 20 fighters. The Ne. 2 strilp, running spproximately
east and weslh, was wmore than 4,000 feeb long by 300 feet wid.e.lsg

Allled zlr and ground engineers, who began work on the alrdrome
soon efter its capture, labored under severe handicaps. Roads wers
non-exlstent under the Japanese occupancy and most of the tracks were
unimproved, From 26 December 1943 to 1 February 1944, there were
five clear fays; on the others, from one-half to four inches of rain

foll daily.l53 Work continued with engineers sloshing through ankle-
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decp mud while Japanese snipers were stlll being rounded 1:;:.154 The

17th Morine Reglment, composed of a plomeer battalion, an engineer
battallon, and & construction batiallon, supporied the ground troops,
unloaded vessels, prepared landing polnts, constructed a Jetty,
and bullt access and supply roads. The 1913th Englneer Aviation
Battalion arrlived on 1 Januvary and siarted work on the wesat end of
Ho. 2 strip three days later. On 13 January, the 864th Englneer
Aviatlon Batballon began work on the east end, and on 20 Janmuvary the
841lst Tngineer Aviailon Batbalion began to construct access roads,
The first plane, a Beechcraft, landed on 30 January, by whlch time
4,200 feot of plerced planit landing mat was down., A (-47 transport
landed on 31 January.lss
General Whitehead, at Advon Headguarters, watched construcilon
progress anxicnsly. The Fifth Air Force had been directed to neu-
traillze Kavieng to ald in the capture of Green Igland. If emergency
facllltles were avallable at Cape Gloucester by 10 February, P«-40's
could be ugsed to zugment P-38's Iin day strlkes agalnet Kavieng, and
many P~38's would be saved from forced landings hecmuse of fuel
ghortage.156 General Erveger, lnspecting the alrdrome on 9 Janunary
with Brig, Gen, F. H. Smith, Jr., bad expressed the oplnion that a
5,000=fo0t runway would be servicsable on 10 Februrry, and that one
group of fighters could be accommodated by the 165th. ' By the time

woather conditions permitted heavy bombers to strike Xavleng, the

) u}nﬁﬁ S
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energency faclllties were ready, although still so limited that

3

~huciel

P-38's of the 4334 Pighter Sguadron, assigned to escort B-24's to
Zavleng, refueled at Finschhafen on 5 Fa‘bruary.lsa The &9th Serviecas
Group arrived at Cape Glowcester on 23 January and began to haul gas
to the airfield in 5b5-gallon drums. Koads were unfit for transport
and mud was five inches deep over the bivouac areas. The field,
still Incomplete in parking areas and service installations, was
being used to the llmit of its capacity by 15 Februery.}5? artiliery
liaison planes had been operating from No, 1 strip for sonme time;leo
P-40's, P-38'e, P=47's, and C=47's were using the ¥o., 2 atrip,
tteneral Whltehead had planned to move the entire 8th- Fighter
Group into Cape Gloucester mbout 10 March, tut the strip was not
satlsfactory for the operations of P-33'm. Heawy rains caused the
voleanie poil to turn into mud that came up through the landing mat
and made it diffiecult for planes with the tricyele landing gear to land
safely. On 29 February, for example, pilots of two P-35's attempted
to land at Gloucester after a mission to Momote, Although they landed
on the east end of the runway, the P-35's ran off the landing mat
and were destroyed. P~40's, with thelr conventionzl landing gear, did
not experience this dlfficulty. The progress of operations also made
it advisable to move the 35th and 80th M ghter Squadrons of the 8th
Group to Nadzab, The change in the dividing line between the South
and Soutihwest FPaclfic areas removed Kavieng from the area over which

the Fifth Air Force would operate, thus ending the need for basing

- rl_

1
Thot 3y SN TP

SR [k o
THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

ﬂwﬁ%

«agw T e e TR 81

AATHS-43

Y i‘gagg}ﬁuk» )mm&m%&%

P.38'a at Cape Gloucester, Morsover, the P-38's were naeded at Nadzab
. to provide long-range homber escort for hombera on missions to Tadji
‘ and Hollandia, ZFor these reasons the Fifth Alr Force sguadrons =zt
Cape Gloucester were replaced by unlits of the RAAF on 14 March.lel
¥ighter control and air warning facilitles had been available at
Cape Gloucester since early in Janmuary. An advance detachment of the
334 Fighter Control Squadron, conslsting of two officers and 42 en-
listed men, arrived at Cape Gloucester on 2 January and the rest of
the squadron came in on 1 February. Abounit three weeks later, on 23
. Fabruary, the squsdron took over full operation of the 20%h Fighter
Sector.*2 Units of the 565th Signal Alr Varning Battalion landed at
Cape Floucester on © January. These units were Headquarters, Company
P; the 19th Reporting Platoon, Company ¥, cperating a long-range radar
(SCR 270} es Radar Station 414; the 4th Reporting Platoon, Oompany A,
operating a medivm-range radar (SCR 516) as Radar Statlion 473; and
. the Company F Plotting Platoon walch, with the 33d Fighter Control
Squadron, operated the 20th Fighter Sef.:‘n‘.o:f..-.l63 By the end of February,
the fape Gloucester airfield had taken lts place as a minor but im-
portant link 1n the cheln of Allled air bases in the South and Southwest

Paclfic arscas,

A Spmoary ¥iew of Alr Ackivitles in Qperation DEXTHRITY
There were fow opportunities during Operation DEXTURIT). for the

Allied Air Forces to perform spectacular deeds. The strikes against

. Rabaul, Xavlieng, and New Gulanaa fields were notable achievements; btut,
R I ) Fd =~
? : ":’ 'ﬁ?j ‘ —
» wmmv
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in relation to DEXTERITY, they fall in the class of strategic rather
than tactical operations. In the last half of December, fighters over
Arawe and Borgen Bay succesded in destroyiang nearly all of the Japanese
plenes that attacked convoys and the beachneads., For the most part,
nowever, American and RAAF units engaged in routine, prosalc missions.

This very routlne and lack of opposltion to Allled bomblng and
strnfing migsions was discouraging to combat crews who could gee few
1if any results from thelr actlvities. Bombers dropped their loads on
patches of kunal grass and rain forest, strafed concealed jungle trails,
and planted delayed actlon bombs along communications routes. The
cummlative effect, however, Justified the effori. Natlve bearers
deserted the Japanese in mass and enemy troops were diverted to carry-
ing supplies in order to alleviate the severe shortages that developed
in forward aveas. 164 Thougn clever enemy uss of jungle foliage as
camouflage for supply dumps and pivouac areas made it necaessary to
supplenent low obliques with information provided by na’oivea.lss
bombing and strafing of these targets was effective, however unsatis-
fying the work might be %o air crews.

Terrain characteristics severely linited close air partiecipailon
in ground battles. There were occasions, both at Arawe and in the Cape
Gloucestor area, when medium and heavy bombardment could be called
upon to soften an enemy strongpoint. But these opportunities were

few because front llnes were rarely clearly defined. Check points

generally did not exiet, and targets could not be identifled

CECURITY mevw, 10
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satisfactorily., Excepting such attacke as those on Razoroaex Ridge,
Target Hill, and Hill 660, the Allled Alr Forces were contluned to
small seale strikes against targets in the enenmy's rear areas, Barges
and other vessels skirting the coasts of iHew Britaln never ceased to
ve objects of gearch, An accurate evaluation of these anti-ghipping
patrols 1s impossible, but it 1s known that the enemy's losses were
gufficient to have a seriouns effect upon hls supply and {rovp movemsnis,
The campaign again demonstrated e need for more ithorough training
of alr, ground and naval unlts in recognition and fire diseipline.
One of the firast toree planes shot down by our sntlaircraft fire at
Arawe was & P-47 whicn was attsc'tlng an eneny plane! The irate pilot
reporited that he waes low, his craf$ ked a white tail and the Allied
star, he waggled nis wings-~-all to no avail, The antialrcraft gummers,
he corplained, "fired at anyiling thet wasn't s P38, w'66 By January,
one fignter group had lost six _pla.nes to our own fire and one to eneuy
action, At Cape Gloucester, one bomber squadron lost four plsnes to

friendly fire on D-day,ls?

and navzal unite, in spite of radio warnings,
fired on P-47's celled in to protect them Lfrom torpedo bombers.lbe

The commander of the Seventh Fleet, after reports of thls sort kept
coning in, informed Generel Kenney that he hed instituted intensive
treining in recognition anfl fire discipline.lsg Since swrface vessels
regard all airplanes as hostile until positively ldentifled, the Fifth

Alr Force ordered 1%s pilots to stey at least three miles avay from

them in friendly waters, excent when providing cover or antlsubmerine

Lo =TTty
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protection, or vhen necessary to approach an air&rome.lsg Allied
. pllots were by no means gulltless. Three B-25's strafed two LCM'g
enxoute o Ibokl Plantztlon on 25 February, "desplte the fact that
a large 'U.S5.!' wac painted in white on the top of the wheelbouse, and
a large picture of President Roosevel’ and a large American flagz were
painted on the side of it. A large flag was flying at the jackstaff,
and a Jeep and Marines were easily distinguighable as the planes flew
low over the LCH's.® The B-25's made three attacks on these easlly
recognized craft that were 16 miles inside the bombd line.lﬂ Inei-
. dents of thls sort could lead only to bittermess and mubtual aistrust.
The greatest contributions of the Allied Air Forces to Operation
DEXTERITY were in pre-invasion bombarduwent, photographlc reconnsissance,
and neutralizing attacks on the eneny's airfields. "It is believed,"
one observer states, "that our constant bombing prior to D-Day had a
dicastrous effect on the defending troops and prevented reinforcements
. from belng drought into the area. w72 General MacArthur's compliment
leaves notaing to be desired: The Air Porce here," he informed General
Arnold, %hes been megnificent ard is the very hub of our success, 1173
- That success was lndeed significant, Western New Britain was
in Allied possession, the Vitlaz Strait was dominated by Allied alr-
flelds on New Guinea and New Britailn, and "Southwest Pacifie forces
were in an excellent position to conduct further operations to the

north and northwest.1?7¢ Thege operations already were under way.

e 1
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¥hile Herlnes were advancing aloug thenorth coast of New Eritain
and remnants of Japsnese unite were fleeing from the Huon Penlnasula

of Tew Guinea, the ¥ifth Alr Force had already undertaken the neu-

tralization of the Admiralty Islands.
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The invasion of western New 3ritain had given the Allies control
over & large part of the Bismarck Archipelazo. GOonquest of the
Admiralty Islands constifuting the northwestern group of the Biemarcls,
was regarded as necessary to complete that comtrol, te¢ isolate Rabaul
and Xavieng, and to provide bages for abtecks on the Caroline Islands
and for furth.er penetration of the Japanese empire. Vhile Operation
DEXTERITY was under way, plans vere being completed t¢ invade the
Admiralties, our recomnaissance planes were photograpning Manus and
Los Negros lslands, and Allied bombers were pounding epemy installa-
tions in the principal 1slands of the group. Alr interdiction of
enexy shipping, inseparable from neutralizing atiacks on Rebeul and
Kavieng, continued as relentlessly as weather conditions permitted,
and Japanese positions slong the New Guinea coast were being subjected
to intensified attacks. All of these operations wers conctrrent phases

of the campaign sgainst the Bismarcic Archipelago,

Ihe Adulralty Ielsnds
Iiscovered In 1615 oy Willem Cornelis Schouten, the Admiralty
group waes glven its name by Rear Admiral Philip Carteret in 1767 in
bonor of the British Admiralfy. Huropean natlons generally meglected
the islands until 1884, when Germans establighed plantations there.

An Australian Favel and Milltary Expeditionary Force occupled the
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group in 1914, and in 1921 Australie recelved the 1slands as a mandate
from the League of Nations. TIwo decades later, in January 1942, the
small Australian garrlson withdrew before the Japanese ad.vance.l
Although the Japanese pald llttie abtention to the Admiralties
for more than a year after having captured them, they could not have
been unaware o¢f their potentlsal mllitary lmportance. In February,
or possibly April, 1943, Toremgou alrfleld was repalred and & new
airdrome wag begun at Momote Plantation south of Hyamne Harbor on Los
Negros.a Construction proceeded at such a leisurely pace that the
Fomote fleld was not completed until late in 1943; even then reveiments
were still being constructed. Aerisl photographs of the fleld were
taken by the Allles on 17 September 1943, and later reconnaissance
indicated that Momote was irn uee as a staging base on the route to

Hew Britaln, New Ireland and New Guinea.'3

Farly in 1944, spparentiy,
the Japanese rusited "an estimated 3,000 replacements into the Admiralby
Islands, . . . to start work on beach and lnland d.e:l;‘tsme;e.:s."4 This
increassd activity, probably caused by the invasion of New Britaln,
vecame known to the Allles in January.s The threat to Rabaul in-
creaped the lmportance of the Admirmlties. A study of Jepenese ship-
ping routes in the Southwest Facific revealed a retwork of lanes among

the captured i1slands vwhich cemnected with routes leading to Japan.

Iraffic from Truk to Kavieng and Bsbaul passed through or by the
6

Admiralties.
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Early Plans for Operatiop BREWER
The broad plan for coordinated offensives by the South and South-

west Pacific forces was amplified on 23 November 1943. Instructions
of that date directed the Commanding General of Alamo Force to selze
the Seendler Harbor area of Manus Ieland for the putpose of egtabligh-
Ing an sirdrone anid light nawvel facilitles to support “subsequent
operstions along the north coast of New Guinea.! GH{ SWPA igsued
Cperatlong Instructions Yo. 44 on 13 February 1944, in which it was
announced that SOFAC and SWPA forces would gain control over the
Bigmarck Archipelago by simultaneous seizure and consellidation of the
Admiralties and EKavieng. With 1 April as the tarpget date, the Command.
ing General of Alsmo Foree was to coordinate plang of air and naval
units agslgned to Operatlon BRE’JER,’? the code nzme for the Admiralty
Iglonds campeign.

Operations Instruetlons lio. 44 contemplated a more elaborate
plan than actually materlslized. South Pacific forces, in adéition
to seizing Kavleng, were to neutralize enemy alr and naval wnits in
soubhern New Ireland and eastern Yew Britaln; the New Guinea force
would continua pressure on Bagaeln from the Famu River valley; Allled
navel forces, SWPA, were to put on a prelimipary bombardment and
carrier-based alr atteck over the Admiralbtles; Central Pacific forces
vere to cover the operation by destroylng or containing tne Japanese
fleet in thelr theater. The Fifth Air Force, in turn, was o support

the Central Paclfic forces by neuntralizing hostlle airfields on Truw
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the night following the initisl Central Pacific attack on that dbase,

B9

which would oceur about 26 March, Abount 1 March, the FAfth Air Force
was to start continuous neutralizing attacks sgaingt enemy air forces
and lnastallsations in northern New Ireland snd the Admiralties.
Speciflc Allled AF assignments for Operatlon SEEWER were $o be:
{1) neubtralization of enemy air forces in central New Britain and
the nortaern coast of MNew Guinea; (2) provision of fighter cover for
convoys and carriers; (3) alr bombardment preceding the landing on
Manus Island; and (4) continued air strikes as requested by the
Comnmanding General, Alamo Force.s
Although serious oppositlion from the Japsnese air force was not
expected to materialize, tne intelligence amnex to Cperations Instruc-
tions No. 44 assumed a esutious tone, Witn gome minor adjustments in
eneny sirength, thls estimate of eneny alr czpabilities held good for
Operation BREWER as it actually occurred. As of 1 April 1944, the
contemplated farget date, enemy air strength capasble of interfering
with BEEWZR was erpected to pe about 351 combat planes: 170 fighiers
and 181 bombers. Counting reinforcements that migot be dbrought from
Truz, the total siremgth expected on 1 April would be 340 fighters
and 277 bombers., There was, of course, the possibvility that all
avallable eneny air strength in the Bismarecks, including the Admiral.
ties, might be withdrawn to New Guinez in an effort to preserve 1t,

since there were indications that "the enemy is already half resigned

ﬁ‘n‘\ K "l_"-!‘
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to this denial [of Rabaul/, and a meximum air effort, resulting in
serious wastage of his aly power in the FNew Britain, New Ireland area
ig improvable." The peximum affort in the Adwivalties wes not ex-
rected, for the followlng reasons: the Kavleng operation wounld engage
most of the forces in Yew Brifaln end New Ireland; all bases in thosge
areas were withln reach of our flghter.sscorted bombers; reserves at
Yruak were 600 neutical miles distant and already commltted to the
defense of the Carolines; the enemy supply of aviation materiel eoumld
not svpport sustalned strikes; apd any Japanese attempt at reinforce-
ment of the New Guines area would weaken the Malaya-Sumatra reglon,
This line of reasoning produced the 35l-plane estimate, with prospects
of an inltial dally sortie effort of about 250 whicn would decline
stesdily. Wewsk, Boram, Dagua, But, Tadji and Hollandia would be the
eneny's vases for these sorties.g

This 13 February estimate of Japanese air sirength iznores
rabaul so conslstently that further explanstion ls necessary. The
enemy had lost heavily from attacks upon the Babaul filetds and from
strikes originating there. Rabaul, threatened by our troope én
western New Britain, had recelved fignbter and bomber reinforcements
in January: but tne incremsed fignter strength fell qulcicly with re-
newed Thirteenth Alr Force attacks. By the end of January, the
Japanese alr stremgbh at Rabaul was comniited, apparently, to defense
of shipping in the harbor,cover for convoys, and limited night strikes

agalnst Torokinm, Arewe, and Cave Gloucester.lo This defense was
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disrupted turiner by continued heavy losses sufrered in attempting

ALFLBWES

. to turn back attacks from the Solomons and lew Guinea, and by the
threat to Trukk. Protectlon of that key position in the Japanese
defenslve system had been made more diftficult by the demands of
Babaul for replacements, Tne low estimate which was made on 13

- February of Rabaul's potentlalities wae iurther supported woen rein-
1arcement from Trac was temporarily put ous of tue question by the
devastating carrier attacxs on 17-i8 Februzsry 1v44 during which an
estimated 201 Tnyanese planes were destroyed in the area of Truz,

. The effeect on Raoaul was appareat at once., Fewer than 100 planesn
could be discovered in the arez, the lowest number since January
1943.11 On the other hand, the enemy was developlng a striling force
In Yew Guinea which the planning staff for BREVAR expected to bs used
over the Admiralties.
The strength of the Allled Air Forces was sufficient %o guaraniee
. control of tihe skies over the Bisuarecik Archipelago. At the beginning
of Fobdruary 1944 the Fifth Air Force had tactlical bases at Gusap,
Xalaplt and Nadzab in the lMarkhanm and Ramu valleys of New Guinea,

. ‘the fieids at Finaschhefen and Saiaor on the Huon Penilnsula coast were

limlted in capacliy but served as advanced fighter vbases, and the

Czpe Gloucester field became operational in Februery., Dobodura and

Port loresuy, vhlle stlll very active, were being displaced by Nadzab

and Gusap as principal centers of operations. FPlanos based at Kaiapit,

. Gusap and Saldor cooperated closely with ground troops operating dowm

ult!u\] “N } '
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the Ramu Valley and along the coast; fighters at Finschhafen and Cape
. Gloucester direcied thelr efforts largely to Yew Briialn; boobers
and fighters at Radzab and Dobodura roamed over & wide ares that in-
. cluded the Bismarck Archipelago and enenyv-neld Yew Guinea, Yoodlark
and Eiriwvina islands, oft the coast of Papua, had fighter strips
. ) whieh were comparatively innctive by February.

The ¥ifth Alr Force had 1,981 operatlonal planes distridvuted
among lts Mew Gulnea bases at the end of January 1944, Of this
number, 745 were fighters, 734 were bombers, and 498 were transport,

. reconnalzsance,and courier sireraft. The RAAPIg EQ7 tactical planes
and a seore in Duich hands raised the strength of the Allied Alr
Forces in the Southwest Paclfic to mors than 2,500 planes. The
Thirteenth Air Force had about 260 fighters and 380 bombers in the

Solomons. The Fifth Air Force had a total personnel stremgth of

iz

77,149, which included 800 bomber crews and 760 fighter pllots. A
. month later, on 29 FPebruary, the total Fifth Adr Force strength stood
at 83,35913 and the npumber of aircraft had rissn to 3.084.14
Allled air power in {the South and Southwest Pacific at the start
. of Operation BRIVER was decidedly superlor to that of the Japanese,
out the enemy enjoyed greater logilsilc maneuverabilliy. The Japanese
beld numerous bases through which larze numbers of planes could be
sent to reinforece ?‘orward positions and to which they could retire
In relative safety. In view of the number of tasks assismed %o them,

. the superiority of our alr forces was lest real than statistics
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indicate, Olose cooperation with ground operatlions, neutrallzation

of enemv basos, reconnalssance, transport, shipping strixes, pre-
invosion bombardment, convoy cover, and courler service comblned to

strain Allied resources to the 1imit.t>

Heutrallzation of the Admlraltles. 22 January-20 Februzry 1944
Photographlc coverage of the Admiralty Islands was still incouplete
in Janvary 1944. Bad weather rulned the first three efforts of the
8%h Photographic Recomnaissance Squadron to get pletures of Manus,
and mechanical difficulties spoiled the fourth attempt. Al last, on
22 January, when B=25's began the Fifth Alr Force operations agalnst
the island group, two F-5's got through to take photographs of

Lorengau and Momote. 18

The photos revealed a decided inerease in ac-
tivity at and near Momote. FPlles of crates were stacked on the fringes
of Salaml Plantatlon, trucks were parked west of the alrfield, and
tracics indlcated considerable movement about the area.]'?

The first series of misslons to the Admiraliles began In the last
part of Janusry 1944, HMedlun bombers, escorted by P-38's, sgtarted the
alr assault on 22 January wlith bombing and strafing runs agalnst ship-
ping. This first strilke was by 1l B=2B's of the 459%h and B0lat

Squadrons, 345th Bombardment Group, from Do'ooauxa.le

All squadrons
of the 345th Group partlcipated ln pubting 38 B-25's over lorengaun
on 24 Jenusyry. The bombers toolz off from Iobodura, plcked up two

P38 sguadrons as esecort at Finschhafen, and flew on to Rambutyo
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Island, the designated IP, Here they fturned west to cross Momote,
Papitalai Harbor, Lorengau Village, and Bowat Bay. XNeports of damage
infiicted show a wlide range of targets: & house destroyed on Sslami
Plantation; an ammunition dump blown wp; a barge damaged in Papitalai
Harbor; a barge and a jetty destroyed at Lorenzau; itwo salldoabs
strafed; miscellaneous surface eraft sunlz, The B-25's and P-38'g
expended more than 152,000 rounds of ammunitlon in strafing and dropped
37 tong of 1,000-pound bombs. Perhaps even more significant wag the
destruction or severe damage to elght or nine variously identified
fighters that were refueling on the south end of Momote airdromo.lg
Thege flghters may have come in to protect shipping in Seecadler
Earbor® after the attack of 22 January gave warning of an impending
alr offensive; but, slnce interception never occurred during subse-
quent missions, it is likely that the Japanese decided against risting
their fishters in defenge of the Admiralties.

Three squadrons of the 38th Bombardment Groun () from Durand
staged through Dobodura to Join the 346th Growp in a striie sgainst
Lorengau, shipping, and the Momote airdrome on 25 January. All bub

five of thé 64 B-25's reached the targets. Antlaireraft Tire, al-
though descrived generally as light and inacaurate, destroyed one B-25
over Salaml Plantation, another over Lorengauw, and cripvled = third
which made a water landing south of I-Ianus.zl These losses may accound
for the sudden end to minimum altitude missions by the mediums. Seven

squadrons of B-24's from the 43d and 90th Bombardment Gromps at
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Dobodura wore assigned to the Afuiralty run on 26 and 27 January. On
each occasion the heavies were escorted by three sguadrons of P-338's
vhich joined them over Tolokiwa Island, Momote, princlpal target
on the 26th, was left unservicezble. ILorengeu received pimilar
treatment on the 27th (see Appendix Fo. 8). In this first series of
striltes, 10Y 3-26's and 83 B-24's had dropped about 239 tons of bombs
in addition to heavy sirafing by the medium bombers and the fightere.
The second serles of missions, from 1 to0 14 Feoruary, got off to
a bad start. TFifty B-24's were forced back to base on 1 Februzry by
weather conditlions. The 434 and 20th Bombarduent Groups were scheduled
to bomb Homote on € February. A4 heavy froni, building up over the
Bismarck Sea, caused the 90th Group to turn to ladang, the secondary
target;zs but 24 B-24's of the 434 Group, escorted by an equal number
of Pa38%'s, flew through the front and found clear weather over Ios
Negros. The Momote drome, which hed heen repaired slnce 27 January,
was agaln dameged severely. The Japanese, apparently 0 conserve
ammunition and to conceal thelr strengith, put up no ovposition what-
ever.'% Durlng the succeeding week bad weather limlted operations
somewhat and the demands of other areas absorbed the efforts of
Pifth Alr Force bombers. %Two growns of mediums from Dobodura, tofal-
ing 82 B~325's, concentrated their atbtact on the Monmoie area on 13
Februsry. The 38th Group was especlally vleased with having dropped
PB. of i%s bombs in the target, "considering the fact that only the

lead planes had bombsights and that those were only obsolete D-8s. 1208
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The 345th Group followed the 38th over the target. Within 15 minutes
~ from 0945 to 1000, the two groups dropped 50 x 1,000-1b, and 276 x
_ 500-1b. bom‘ns.. There was no Intercepiion and no antlaireraft fire.gs
On 14 February, tne same ghoups rebturned to lomote %o drop 88.5 tons
= of 500- and 1,000-15, bombs.>'

Perslntently bad flying weather to the end of the month inter-
fered with missions briefed for the Admiralties afier 14 February.
Heconnalssance planes, primarily B-25's, completed seven sorties by
23 E’ebrmry.ea On the 224, two medium groupe and two heavy grouns

. were schefluled to strike lanus and 1os Negros: but the mediums bombed
Ibolkl Plantation at Rein Bay, Few Britein and the heavies attaclked
Yadanz, New G«uinea..gg Only three B-24's of a foree that included 24
heevy and 27 medlum bombers succeeded in penetrating the weather thot
guarded lHowote on 24 February. On the next day, nine B-25's of the
405th Bombardment Squadron reached the target wlithout incident to

. complete the month of neutralizing attacks. Slace 22 January, 112
B-24's and 288 B-25's had dropped 650 tons of bombs on targets in the
Admiralties (see Appendix To. é).

the Admiralty Islands offered relatively few satisfactory targsts

to our bombers and their fighter escorts. lMomote, the center of enemy
- activity, recelved the most attentlon. The runways, bivoume areas,

dumos and niscellaneous installatlons were boobed and strafed haavily.

Shipping, primarily in Seeadler, Papitalal, and Hyane harocors, was
‘ nearly aivays sought oubt for atback; dbut the enemy tonnage making use

;;l];- “URHY ii\!;_U:-\ii.u:'lli il b
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of these harbors was small and very few veassels larger tnsn luggers
or barges were discovered. The poorly developod Japanese defenses
offered 1ittle oppoeition, & clrecumetance that gave foundation to an
erroneous report about enemy ground sirength in the lslands. Con-
gidered in relation to the total effort of the Jifth Alr Force, attacks
on the Admiralties in January and February seenn less imporidant than
they were. It 1ls true that Wewal, ladang, and Xavieng were struck
more freguently and with greater bomb tounzge; bub, althousgh bad
weather cancelled several scheduled missions and satisfactory targets
were dlffieult to dlscover, the pre-lovaslon bombardment of Manus
and Los Fegros seeme to have been more than adeguate.

Attpekks on favieng and Babeul and Interdiction
of the Bismarck Sea

vhls pre-invasion neubtralizadion of the Admiralilies was coordinated
with the landing of Soubth Pacific forces om Nissan Isgland. That opera-
tion on 15 February was undertaken %o establish facllitles for air-
eraft and PT boats close to kabaul, The Fifth Alr Force had been
ordered to neutralize Kaviemg fron D minus 15 to D-day and to continue
neutralizing the Admiralties., Dally migssions were planned to strike
noth areas, but planes on the way to Kavieng encountered tropieal
fronte slnilar to thoge that caused g0 many sorties to the Admiralties
to be avortive. Only one mission, tnat of 11 February by 46 escorted
B=24's, got throwgh to Kavieng in the perlod 5-12 Feoruary. During

the next two days, BY B-DP4's bombed tarzets in the Havieng a.ree..so
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The strike on 10 Jebruary. D-day for Hissen Island, was so heavy that
eneny planes at the Kevieng dromes could not interfere with our troop

L7 4
movements, o>

This highly important attack practically ended Fifth
Alr Force participation in the neutrallization of Kavieng and Rsbeul,
ag the dividing line between the South and the Southwest Pacifie
theaters was shifted west of the Gezelle Peninsula..ga
Thus, while EBsbeul was left priuarily to the Thirteenth Alr
Force, the Fifth strmelz ot the two siaging bagses through which cnemy
relnforcenents night move from Trux to oppose our landing on ¥lssan
Igland, ZXrom 10 to 15 Japanese Vals offered the only opposiition en-
countered by our amchlbious force at Wigsan on 15 Fe’bruary,sz eloguent
testimony of the effective neubralization of eneny bages within range
and of the wealness of the Jepanese air nower in the South Pacific.
After the Nigsen Islard invasion, heavy bombers of the Thirteenth
Alr Force, cooperzting with naval, Marine, and New Zeaslend forces,
concentreted their efforts mgrinst Rabaul and its satellite airdromes.sd‘
Ey the niddle of February the enemy had suffered sucn hesvy lossee
that only one float plane challenged our desiroyer task foree on the
18th, vhen, for the firet {time in the war, surface vessels bombarded
Eavieng end Easbaul. ZReburn engagements by the destroyers on 22, 23,

and 25 February added to the :3.@351;1‘1.1(:1;1c:n.35

While the destroyers
roamed at wlll, bombers of the Thirteenth Lir Force enjoyed almost
equal freefom, They met no interception during the last week of

February and 1t was aprarent that the formerly "impregnehle! hase
- -
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was no longer a serious threst to alr or surface action in the Bis-
marck Archipel&go.ss

The wezkness of Japanese posltlons at Xavieny amd Eebaul, and
the immunity of our conveys from atiack while en route to Hyane Harborx
to 4nvade Los Fegros, wes caused largely by a combinatlon of counter~
air force operations and anti-shlpping sirikes. Numerous attacks on
fielde slong the New Guinea coaset prevented interferernce from that
area.

Allied lack of ailr superiority and adequate opsrating dases,
whilck pernltted the Japanese to control the z2ir over much of the New
Gulnea-Solomong-~-Bismarck area, hed delayed for mary months an a8ll-
out offensive against Jepanese shipplaz. Alr attacks on Eabaul, Yewak,
end secondary harbors had been begun in 1942; but an intenslve campaign
againet sea traffic started in the spring of 1943, The Japanese al-
reody were depending grestly on barge traffic slong the coasts, Cur
alr forces, gtill %oo wezlr to provids standing pztrole over the northern
Bigmareir Sea, attaclted shipping whenever it wae found. The eneny's
1ines of commuinication were under attack but they were not severed,
Capture and developiient of new bases, arrivel of plenes equipped for
long-range reconnalssence, and incresses in the romber of planes and
pereonnel. asslgsned, hed enzbled the Flfth and Thirteenth Alr Forces
to establish a genulne air blockade by Janusry 1944, The three ter-
ninal ports of Habaul, Havieng and Wewak sirietly limited traffic to
eagily observed routes, all of which entered the Bismarck Sea., Our

search planes kept these routes under observation, while Allled
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subnarines opersted in the ares not covered ‘by the alr 'blocke.de.37

. Convoys atterpting to run the blockede rarely escaped severe
damage and were frequently annihilated. During the night of 15-16

. Pebruary, for example, B-B4's and PBY'g diccovered a convoy of 17

vegsels near Few Emnover. Two groups of mediumg with £ighter escort

sank most of the ships; B-24's and PuY's finighed off the survivors, 3¢

Vessels of other convoys that did get through were by ne mesns safe

in the bharbers. From about 15 December 1943 to 22 January 1944, the

Japenese lost 297 fighters destroyed znd 91 probably destroyed in

. efforts to protect shipplng at a.nchcar.89 With the decline of kabaul,
Kevleng and the Admiralties becane more important as ferminal pcints;é‘o
but Xavieng wes no more immunme than Rabaul, and the Adniraliles were
soon to provide bases from walch the Fifth and Thirteenth Alr Forces

eould complete the blockade of the Bismarck Sea.

. -Plans for the Reconnaisssnce in Horce
The varlous warnings and instructione relsting to Operstion BE:WEH

apparertly provided ample time for Alemo Force to complete itsg plans.
Lt. Gen. Walter Krueger, commesnder of the Sixth Army and of Alamo
Force, directed the plomning at kls Czpe Cretin hezdguariters. The lst
Javelry Dlvislon, commanded by Maj., Gen. Innis P. Swifi, formed the
nuclens of the BuEWEH Tasls Force. ZIRepresentatives of Alamo Torce,

. BEEWER Task Force, Advon Fifth Alr Force, and the Seventh Amphibious

‘ Force met on 19 February to settle problems of coordinating action,

i li il T
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A gecond meeting was scheduled for 26 I‘ebrua.:‘:;',‘gb

but the tempo of
vlarming Tor SEEWER changed radically on the 24th., General MaciArthur
sent urgent radio imstructions to General Erveger which advanced D-day
to 29 Pebruary at the latest. General Xrueger waeg "{o prepare plans
for an immediate reconnalgssnce in force of Los MNegros Island in the
vieinity of lomote alrstrip, wiltn the object of remaining 1n cccupancy
in case the ares was found to be inamdequately defended vy the enemy;
or in case of heavy resisitance to wlthdraw after all possible recon-
ralegance had been accomplished.? If sueccessful, the troops should
prepare Momobe airdrome to recelve transport planes which wouvld come
in at the earliest possible moment witn airvorne englineers to prepare
the drome for fighters.ég

Several factors induced this sudden chrnge in plans. The Cenbral
Paclfic carrier atback on Truk on 17-18 February resulted 1in gbout 170
eneny planes belng withdrawn from the Bismarcks.43 Thig blow at Trvk,
together with the attack on the Marlanws on 23 Feiaruary,‘gué ¢ost the

eneny about 375 plenes, most of wnich were destroyed.45

Likewige,

on 23 Fevruar; the Jepanese perndited three B-26's of the 17%h Pecon-
naissance Sgquadron to loiter over MNanus and uos Negros islands for

Y0 minutes without opposition. The pilots examined the coastal and
inland areze at mirnimum aliitunde, observed grass growling on the Momote
and Iorengau alrfields, and could see no signs of life. The nediums
went over the cratered llomote runway at 20 feet wltinout receiving a

46

single round of eneny fire. With tbig evidence before nim, General
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Kenney suggested that the Afmiraities should bs bli at once wioile the
eneny Was off balance. General liacArthur agreed and ordered a recon-
naisgance in forece by an initial strength of 80w nen.*’ EZut the Fifth
Alr Force was taking no chances, After the fallure of planes to
reach Momote on the 24th, nine =2-Z5%s again bombed, gtrafed znd recon-
noitered on 25 ¥Feorusry. Agaln there was no opposition.% Intelligence
officers ventured tne opinion that "Mhig sugrests taat at the moment
in the Admiraltys eneny ground strengtn is not aeavy anc that what
tnere i.s o it is weing comserved. Alr strengbu appears to ve noan-
exictent. ud? General lzcArinur on 25 Februsry confirmed nig order for
a reconnalsssnce in J‘.‘o:t'(:ta,:5u having declded to test the defenses of tne
Admiralties without simultancous invasion of Kavieng.

fhe air plan for this reconnaissance made avallaole the sntire
bomber strength ip New Guines, iroop carrier sguadrons as required,
Tour B-lris for emergency alr drops, and figuters according to demands
arigipg from tre tzetiesl situation. General migsiong varied 1ittle
fron those ouwtlined in Operations Imstructions Yo, 44 on 18 Tebruary,
agpecially for the bombers. Thrae fighter scuadrons, with thelr ser-
vice elements spd the necessary air wornlng and navigational facilitles,
were to be installed at Homobte at the earilent practical date. A pre-
lininary asrial bombardment for three days was to be followed by heavy
bombing just before the landings on D-day. CThe 345th Bormbarduent
Group (1) was to provide four squadrons for air alert over the in-

vaslon area, each squadron 4o De on alert for one hour; the Tlst

CEREHENLE
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Reconnalssance Grown would have three 3B-25's on alert over Pait island

ror three hours each Ho lay smoke 1f called for; heavies were to carry
out neubralizing attacits on Kavieng if required, with New Guinea
flelds as alternzte targets. Tighter eguacrons were assigned to es-
cort worlt and convoy covex., The alr plan conclndes with the glgnifi-
cant qualifiextion: YALL ailr operations are dependent wpon the
wea.ther.“sl {See Appendices Nos., © and 10.)

Operation BRaH was to be a bold strolze, underfalten at s time
vhen inforumatlon about the enemy was far from satlsfactory. There
vere reasons to belleve that the enemy had evacuated most of his forces,
out there was no definite evidence that he had done go. Vhen the
declsion was nade to advance the date to 29 Februsry, commanders of
the BREWEN Tagk Force kmew practlicelly nothing about the eneny's de-
fensive preparations if any nad been mnde. CGeneral MacArthur seems bo
bave been fully awars of the gamble lnvolved, hence the initial phase
was %o be a reconnalssance in force with additional troome rushing ia

1f the operatlon promised to be successiul.

Exaoparation for R-Day
The plan for 26-28 Februsry provided for Allled Air Forces bombers

and fighters to abitack the Admiraliies, New Guines, and New Britain,
Eneyy sircraft end airdromes were the prineipal targets (see Appendix
o, 9). In addition to these operations directly comnmnectsd with

oHEVER, reconnsisgance over the 3ismarelr Sez and its islands contianed

;"?p% B &
Bodia 20 W,
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vhenaver weather permitted. 52
An vnusually heavy abtack was schedunled for 26 February, when

seven squadrons of B-25's from Wadzab and three squadrons of B-241g

from Dovodura wers briefed to striice Lorengau and Momote at half-hour

intervals. 53

Two Be24's were over Momots In the early morning hours,
drovping phosphorous bombs, frag clusters, and empty 'bo#tles.sé
Wone of the B-25's succeeded in penstrating the storms that swent
across the Bismarcz Sea, bub early in the sefternoon two squadrons of
B-2¢'s bombed Los Negros during a light rain.55 Tnis disappointing
day ended with ome B-24 of the 65th Squadron on reconnalssance late in
the afternoon.® The strixes againgt Wew Guinen alrdromes enjoyed
nuch greater success, with 19 B-Z24'c and 9 B-25T¢ dlgtributing u6 touns
of bombs over Tagua, Bub and Ha.dang.sf

Jopenecse troons in the Admireliies were azain trezted to the weird
vhistle of falling bottles cowbined with serious boublng by two 3-24's
after dawn on 37 February.sa Four squadrons of the 38th Grouwp put

31 B-25's over Momote and Lorengau from 100C to 1130°°

in a sbtrike
spparently planned to cover a Catalina that landsd a patrol of Alamo
scoubs on the southwest cozst of Los Bfegroa.eo Ag on the preceding
day, New Gulnes alrflelds were hit more heavily than the Admiralties.
Yhree squedrons of B-24's hit Boram and Wewal, four squadrons of
B-24's boumbed Tadjl, and one squadron of B-25's hit dromes in the

61

Hanasa Bay area. The Cataline returned on 2B February $o take off

the scouts it had landed the day 'l::e:‘.'o:::e.6:'3 while & B-24 and two P-38's

L AICTEDY e (R
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bombed and sirafed Papitalal. Shortly after noon, 27 B-25's of the
38th and 345th Groups boubed and sirafed Homote, Salami Plantation
and Inorengau.63 Crowe of one squadron reported 'no slme of eneny
activity in the area and stated that the majority of the bulldings in
bolh TLios Fegros Island and the Lorsngau area had been previously des-
troyed. ub4 An hour after the B-25's cleared Los Negros, six 3-24's

of the 65%th Squndron came in to bomb Momote airdrone. 65 In

Hew
Guinea, three squairons of 3-24'g and four of A-20's bombed the Hanaa
Zay airdromas,ss wnlle on the nlght of 28-29 February, seven B-24's
of the ¥V Bomber Command succeeded in bombing at or nesr Eollandia.s?
This preliminary elr progran mugt be judged only moderstely
successful becsuse of prevailing bad weather, The damage inflicted
wnon New Guinea alrdromes, from which enemy planes mishit interfere with
the invasion, was probably much grezter than that suffered by the
Admiralties. During the three dayvs, 80 medium and heavy bombers
dropped about 500 tons on the Admiralties, bub 127 bomber gorties
dropped 338 tons on Yew Guinea sirdromes under the cover plan for
BEEJER. The prineipal purpose of these atitacis on the Admiralities,
at least in the oplnlon of one growp historlaan, was "to reconnolter
and photogravh in prevaration for the speeded-up landing plan,” Thisg
hlstorian malzes an interesiing obeervation:
Sishtings for a weelr showed nil activity whaisoever, and our
reports added constantly to the growing helled that the main
sbrength of the enemy had evacuated., Only the day before the

projected laznding were the crews, now thoroughly famlllar with
the ares ond becoming more and more aslerd to small detalls which

_ |
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had been previously umnoted, able to find signs of activity.
But onee the sightings ptarted, they poured in. Ixtensive
trench and earthwork systems in Lorengeu, twenty plllboxes in
Mokerang Flentation, coastal guns at various places, motor
launches and luggers in temporary blociked-up frames on islands
in the chaln rumning north of Los Negros. Al) these sightings
werea . . . proven by the results of the actual fizhéting there.
lonetheless the convoy was already underway, and it was too late
40 cnonge plens,
Peports of inactiviiy do not seen 4o have caused an underesbimcte
of enery sirength. The Intelligence Annex to Field Order ¥o. 1,
issued by Headouarters, SRSER Tack Force on 27 Februury, accounted
Tor some £,300 Japanese troops on MHenug and Tos Negros islands. This
estimnte proved to be very close to the nunber of Japnnese liguldated

during the campalgn,

L-Day at Hvape Harbor, 22 Iebrucry 1944

Convoys from Oro Bay and Cope Cretin moved up the coast of iew
Guinea, through the Vitiaz Strait, =nd across the Blsmarck Sea %o Los
TYegros. Fighters from Finschhafen, Naduzab, Cape Gloucester and
TDonodura patrolled whenever weather permitted. Severe tropienl fronts
caused many of the cover sorties to be abortive on D-day, bdut our
vilots could take comfort in Imowlng that enemy planes likewlse would
be wmable to get through the storms. As further precantion, the 90ta
Bombardment Group (H) made divsrsionary attacks on the northern Hew
Guinen coast.®® The 348tn Fignter Group sent 26 P.47's from Finaschhafen

to cover the preliminary naval bombardment bub not one reached the

convoy area.,?o Tne 475th Flighiter Growp at Flnschhafen covered the

(BTN
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QLLUhMY h‘ FUnL o e L
THIS PAGE Declassmed 1AW EO12958

-




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AATHS-43

landing operations wlth B7 P-ZE8 sorties, but the 4324 Squadron found
the weather completely closed In over Los Negros and lost four P-38!s
on the raturn 'l:ri;p.n

Only a part of the pre-landing atr progran was carried out.'?g
Six B.24's of the 65th Sgnadron, with two of the 4034 Squadron attached,
took off from Dobodura at 0345. One returned to base bub the remaining
seven arrlved over Howote Deglzming at 0737 to make thelr bombd runs
while three crulsers and nine destroyers were shelling installations

eround Hyane Harbor. 78

Four squadrons of B-25's, 56th Bombardment
Group, wers scheduled to bhomb and strafe the Homote arca when the
B-24'e cleared. Only three of the medivms corpleted the misglon vwhich
wag beset by difficenlties from the start. Taking off before OB00 from
the Horznda strip, the pilots flew by Lnstruments for 2 hours through
darkness and heavy weather, Nearly all of the flights, beconing
separated between RBuna and the Vitlaz Stralt, missed the appointed
renctezvous over Sakar Island in Dempler Strait. The grow comumander,
Gol. (larence F. Tauberg, led the 8224 Sqguadron. After gathering
three flighte, he "erulsed the area 40-50 miles south of the target
and for 60 miles eant and west for an hour and forty nminutesg in an
effort to find a way over, under, around or through the storm front
nanging over the Admiraltys. ¥?%  nyo bombers of the 823d Squadron

and one of the 7lst arrived over Pa- Island, 12 miles east of Los

Megros, at about 0745 where they clrcled for nearly 30 mlinufes walting

for orders to attack, At 0810, radio communications havipg failed,

szt_um; o D,
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star shells, the signal for the alr attack, were observed sbove thke
boniber command ship. Letiing down to 200 feet, the B-25's bombed
Jamsndilai and Iobortutu points. Aeg the planes started their runs
they received luntense bub gererally inaccurate machine-gun fire from
flve landing barges which were in the }:ua.::"bo:t'.'?5
The 345th Borbardment Growp (I1) was to cover the landing with
four squadrons of six B-25'g emch. Orders were to proceed by sguadrons
at intervals of one hour from MNadzab to Pak Island, circle the island
on call, and attack as directed by "Jumbo," the bomber command snip
statlon. If no targets were assigned, the squadrons were %o bomb
and gtrafe Lou Island on thelr retwrn to base, The 498th Sguadron
led off from Jadzat at 0705, flew down the Markbam Valley to Lae,
then turned north to Tmbol Island and on toward the Admiralties througn
soupy weather. Ten minutes later the 489th Squadron took off on a
route that led up the Harkham Valley to Bogadiim, then north to
Admirslties, after flanking several thunder storus, the 499th flew
through a 70-mlle front which extended from 900 to 15,000 feet. The
navigator's verfect course brought the squadron through "a small hole
in the weather at 0916/L at Pek Igland, one minute later than the
speclfied time." The B-Z5's circled for 23 minutes while rzin squalls
swept across Los Fegros. Then "Jumbo' ordered the scusdron to attack
the native skidway ar;,a at the west side of Hyane Harbor, Tisibility
vas becoulng poorer as the rain increased. At 0942, when Figgins

soats were entering the mouth of Hyane Harbor, the six B-25's furned

o 2 T Lﬁi}m&%t
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in over liomwote airdrome on thelr first bomblngx and strafing run. The
landing craft were sbout half way across the herbor upon completion
of the gecond run, and on the third pass the Higglns boats were too
close to permit s%ill another run called for by "Jumbo.® In the 9-
ninute attack, the B-25'z dropped 17 x EOO-lb, boubs and expended over
12,000 rournds in sirafing. As the planes turned back to bage, pilots
saw 12 P-36's coning down through the overcast, heard the 12th Air
Lialson Perty's station "Gangway" broadcasting from the beach, and

saw the 4Y6th Squadron circling over Pak Island.’®

By thls time (0258} the weather was =0 bad that an alr attack
wes imposglble, Vigibility and celling were zero. The 498th Squadron
contimed clreling over Pak Island wntil 1023 when the Navy ordered
it back to bage. The S5CUth and 501st Squadrons arrived in tum over
Palt Teland, circled while waiting for 2 break in the weather, then
went off o bomb and strafe targets on Lou Islan&..??

Tig 2ir cooperation in the landing at Hyane HeTbor seems small
when one recallg that 4,000 or more Japrnese soildiers were avallaocle
to oprose toe lnvasion; but very 1litile oppogition developed and the
landings occurred with praciically no t.:ausﬂ.wnlis:l.:-‘:es.i’?8 In view of this
lack of reslstance, it is prooable that the alr strikes were a factor
in keeping the Janznese vnder cover. Lovever, tuere is no indicatlon

that our bombers and fighfers plared more than a minor role in the

oroceedings on D=day. Alr-ground communilczilons began o function
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early on D-dsy. OCant. George #. Frederick, the Air Lisison Officer,

led the 12th ALP ashore with the asszult wave, set up Y"Gangway® under
o

fire, and was on the air at 0815. This statlon functloned adnirably

during the entire oneration.

Toe Battle fop Houwote, 1-8 iarch 1944

The "reconnzlissance' had made such good progress thad General
MacArthur, who went ashore on D-day, ordered the trooms to hold on.eo
They dug in on the dlsnersel area of the alirdrone and prepared to
meat the Japznese comtberabbtack, It came early in the morning of
1 !arch and was repulsed with a heavy e:pendlture of ammunition.
Arranzements already bad been made for alr drops to replenlsh supplies.
The first bombers over Momote on 1 March were thres 3-2B's, 38th
Boabardment Group, which dropped supplies ab 08?,0.81 Ten minunbes
later "Tankee Diddler,® a B-17 of the 39th Froop Carrier Squadron from
Finschhafen, began the first of three runs during which it dropped
three tons of plasma, grenades, ammunition, and mordsr shells, Upon
coipleting each dropning run, the 3-17 mads a strafing pass along the
west edge of the runvay to cover troope retrisving the supplies. The
same plane returned at 1500 %o drop barbed wire, sntl-persommel mines,
grenades and anmonition, Agzain it strafed Japanese poeliions wpon
comoleting 1ts drops af 1600. The strafing was so heavy that many of
the enemy ran out into the open where ground machine-gun fire cut then

&mm.sg Tour B-17's of the 4lgt, 56th, and 69%th Proop Carrier
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AU ll PUI%}‘M‘* | ——

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958

P

-'(,

-,i{f’s‘ LB




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

DOCUMENT EXCEPTION SHEET

This page stands in-place of an object
in the original document that is too
large to scan into this preservation

system.

Iris Number 096 t 34

Description DVEECQIZE  mAr

7
/7 )

[ Seeadiin (Sen Z,,,;.g{) Haikes |
C -

AO/Feb 2001/Edition 2

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO129‘5‘8




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFHS-43 111

Squadrons also dropped wire, ammumition, plasis and weapons during
. the day. 'The strafing passes exeeuted by the supply planes were re-
‘ ported to have "helped brea’s the Jap hold as much or more than did
any attackx weapom." Although such high praise appears somewhat exore
- bitant, there is no doubt that alr supply "prevented a possible
emergency of real proportions. n83
Squadrons on boubing and sitrafing missions to the Admiraliies
after D-day were briefed for both primary and secondary targsts before
talzing off. On occaslon they were assigned secondary targets only,
. which wers to be attacked in case the Alr Lialson Party failed to
assign a target desigzoated by the ground troops. At other tinmes,
squadrons of mediums were ordered to take stabion over Pat or some
other 1sland on alr glert fo attack as dirseted. The 38th Bombardment
Growy, for examnle, bad slx B-25's at a time over Lou Island starting
at 0845. The 8723d Squadron elreled wuntil 0945, then wenit on to bomb
® and strafe Lozbrum Poinb and Papitelal ldssion.8? The 8223 Sguadron's
slx 3-25'c Doubed and strafed Lombrum Point an howr 1ater,85 being
followed by the 408tk Squadron over Louw Island., After failure to con-
tact '"Gangway,!" the leader of the 405th Squadron ordared an attack
on Lorengoa Towmship ot 1133,86 and the 7lst Squadroam took its turn
- on alr alert.
At this time the eneny was forming at Lorsngau for a counterattack,
These preparations were discovered in time to permit our ground troomps

. to call for a group mission against the Jzponese assenbly area., In
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regponse to this call, iPree squadrons of the 43d Bombardment Group

. at Dobodura loaded 16 B-24's with 96 x 1,00u.lo. bombg and took off
shortly after 0900. They arrlved over the targzet about three hours
later and dropped 93 of the bombs in the Lorengauw area. 57

The 7lst Sguadron continued cireling over Lou Island while the

heavies were bombing Lorenzau., A% 1255 the mediums went off %o boamb
and strafe the sane target.ss The last misslion of the day fell to the
499th 3ombarduent Squadron () from Nadzab while the remaining squad-
rons of the 345th Group were attacking the Hansa Bay area.39 After

. circling on alerd, the squadron receilved orders from "Gengway® to
attaclkz the plantation and wooded area 500 yards west of and parallel
to llomote strip. Two destroyers that were shalling targets sousz of
the strip ceasged fire when the 3-25%'g came over for their runs, an
indication of how closely naval and alr bombardment were cosrdinated.
The six B-25's made two runs, the second 100 yards east of the first,

. aropped 22 x B5CO~1b, bombs and strafed with 14,000 rounds of machine-
gun fire, Heavy foliage prevented observation sut "Gangway® reported
excellent results.go

Alr actlon on 2 liarch agaln pegan with 2 supply drop when the

HYankee Diddler™ came over at 0830 to deliver wire, plasma, armuni-
tion and grenades on the east edge of the strip. The supply plane
made seven strafing runs west of the sirip to cover troops retrieving

921

the bundles. The 38th Bowbardment Group (M) had arrived over Louw

& Island in the meentinme with 23 3-25's on alert. Transwission

ATREEA N I I S
Tow Meloncd
iy #i i

5 M’#’m \‘( i 1 : [}
R IEUR L _

e 1
{ g
. U TR o
MR DA AN g . -

‘ 1
w l.:Ll

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFES-43

difficulties, shortage of gasoline, and misunderstanding marred the
cromp's effort. At 0935 "Gangway" relayed a request for an attack
against the west side of llomobte strip. The 7ist Squadron, having
heard no orders, vombed Lorengau with three B-25's. ILeaving the
target area, the squadron leader heard the cell to bomb Homote. The
lead plane had two 500-pound bombs left, so the pilot made a run over
the west dispersal area, strafing on the way.gg The lead flight of
the 822¢ Squadron turned back to base bscause of fuel shortage, while
the rest of the squadron heard the call and responded by bombding and
gbrafing the northwest dispersal aren and nortn along the shidway. 93
One flight of the 823d Squadron went home without attackiag when no
eall was recelved; two pllots of the other flight thought Lorengan
wat the farget, while only one pllot Interpreted the nmessage correctly
and attacked accordingly.gé The 4054%h Squadron saved the migsion from
being an almost total failure. Unon receint of orders from "Gangway,H
its six B-35's sepurated into single elements and made exesllent bouwb-
ing and strafing runs thréugh a light raia 2xd under a 600-foot
cailing.gs
Supnlies and reinforcements coming ashore in prepasration for an
attack in nidw-afternoon were augmented by~ another alr drop at 1105,
Two B-17's, 69th Troop Cerrier Squadron, bdrought in machine-gzim
barrels, grenades, ammunitlon and rations. TUpon leaving the target
the 3-171g were jumped by four eneny fighiters, onc of vhich they shot

down. %6

IR L LT [ﬁam "34@ ?"ﬁ;ﬂ I
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fhe afternoon migsion on 2 March, carried out by the 345th
. Bomberdment Group (M) between 1352 and 1402 in preparation for the
ground attaciz, aless was voorly executed, Again the prineipal resson
lay in faulty commmications., At about 1235, when the four squadrons
of 3.25's were clreling on zir alert, some 15 Japanese Zekes, Bamns
. - and Tonys Jumped tnem. Unfortunately for the enemy, eight P-47'a of
the 34lgt Fighter Syuadron on pairel over Manus Ieland saw the attaclk
and rushed in. The enemy lost eight destroyed and four probably des-
troyed.w Damage to the B-25's was silght, bub the radlo of one plane
. was put oul of order. The pllots had left Nadzad with orxrders to attack
1,000 yards west of the Yomote strip, but they were o contact "Gangway!
before bombing, The 12th Alr Lizison Party changed the 3arget to both
sides of Porharmenecmen Oreck southwest of the strip. The B0lst Squad-
ron dropped 1ts bombs on the new target, then heard "a volce on the
radio . . . saying that bomba were falling among friendly troops and
. 50 ceage abtack and return to base." Apparently someone in the 50lst
was belng a blt too suspiclous,for its mission report states: "It 1s
consldered likely that this wos an attempt by the enemy to vpset the
. attack with false radlo orders, as lntelligence reports received fron

BLUE LANDI.G FORCE after the attack report bombing excellent. no8

But,
except for the B0lst and 498th Soundrons, the bombing was far from
excellent and the Jans were nol again accused of playlng éames with
the radio, Tne 498th dropped 22 x EO00-1b, bombes on the proper tarzst,

. then returned to base with the remaining elght 'bozn‘bg’when the above-
1" ‘,% 5 ~ “, L
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mentioned request that thers be uno more boumbing was received, This
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request to cemse bosbing apparently was actually caused by the 500ta
Squadron whoge bombs "were seen to burst Zast of the strip about half-
way up the runway, across the strip and into the Northwest dispersal
area, thus miseing the target smecified by 12th ALP,"00 mye graen

%o cease boublog came in only 20 seconds before the 499tn Squsdron
was ready to release its bombs., Two of the planes falled to receive
the order, one because its radio had been shot out in the fight witn
eneny interceptors, the other becanse the pilot nad tvrned on tne
interphone for final correctlons, These two B-25's dropped 10 x 5DO-~

b, beombs down the center of the west dlspersal area.]'Ol

The generally
unsatisfactory resulte of thls miession may be attributed to voor radio
communications, to the sudden change in targets, and to a bad error
by one squadroxn.

The marshy area along Porharmenemen Oreelr was also the targed
for 16 A-20's of the 13th and 90tk Bomberduent Squadrons (L) from
Hadzab, Radlo e=lls from the 12th ALr were weak, put the A-20!'s piciked
uy a2 relay by the fighter control station, "Samcepan.® They made dry
runs first to locate the target accurately, then dropped 76 x Z00~
1b, bombs between 1505 and L1515 and expended nearly 20,000 rounds in

102

straefing. The dag's air attacks were rounded out hy eight P-47's,

340%h Figpter Squadron, which strafed the coast northeast of Momote

103

strip at 1530, and by 16 P«38's of the 4334 Fin,nter Sguadron

which attacited enemy gun positions on Hyane Har‘bor.

\/‘ ',
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Bad westher interfered witn the alr program on 3 ¥areh., Three

AAFHS-43

. squadrons of B-24's fron the 434 Grow %ok off from Dobodura %o
voud the road leading fo Salami Plantation. Since individual planes
were ordered not to leave fae formetion in an attempt to get throush
the front, the heavies turned of? %o bomb Alexisha.fen.los At 1600,
- nine A-20's of the 13th Bombardment Squsdron bombed and strafed the
nortn peninsula of Hyane Harbor wlth good results. Ore eneny figater
that came through the clouds was driven off by destroyer fira.los
Iwo mlnutes later, six B-35's of the 499th Squadron dropped 56 x
. 100-1b, white phosphorous Dboubs from 500 feet on enemy troop areas
norta of the harbor and strafed with more than 10,000 round.s.lov
A particularly vicious bubt rash Janunese counteratbiaci during
the night of 3-4 larch falled to dielodge our troops holding the air-
i‘ield..ma Ine enemy, however, still held areas west and north of
Hyane Enrcor which were bombed and strafed by 16 A-20's ab noon on
. 4 IIarcn.mg Six B.25's came over at 1230 to gbtrike north of Eyane
tarbor at Dobortatu Foinu; 15 minutes later six more 1-35's abilacked
the same creas.tlV Plang for a heavy alr bembarduent of Salani Flanta-
- tion on B lzreh were disripied by bad weather. The target was so
shrouded by clouds that 36 B-£4's were unable to bomb. Some squedrons,
after flying at 800 feet for 250 miles, found the wecther clesr enougn
ovoer Los ITegros to attack assifed targets.lll Seventeen BE~2B's znd 23
5-04's dropped 96 tons on the plantation aree between 1110 and 1228,113

' The heavy fighting for lbonote was over on 6 llarch, and at midday 18

SECURITY I FOR ke O
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B-26's bombed and strafed Fanltalal, the points at the entrance o
Papitalai Harbor, and Salowi Plemtation.tlS

After the enemy had logt Momote, Porlaka and the native shidway,
he was able to offer 1ittle effective resistence on the rest of los
Regros, Fapitalal, Loumbrum and Mokerang mlanictions were overrun
qulckly after the 24 Cavelry Brigade had landed on Salami Beach on

9 larch, The Stk Alr Lizison Pariy came in with these reinforcements.lm

while this mopping up was in progress, the llomote air sirin
vecanie opevstlieral. An LsT landsd 300 Seabeos in the afternoon of
2 Morch and the worit of repairing the danaged etrip had been going on
when Japanese units were s%1ll holding the west side of the field.
Artillery spotters (L-4's) were using the field by 6 Maren, % ang
on the 7th a Z-25 larded at sbout noon. 16 On 9 March, a B-25 of
the 7lst Sorbardment Squadron escorted 12 RAAF F-40's of the 77th
Fighter Squadron to Homote,ll? and 12 more arrived the next da.r.ns
The presence of these fighiers at llowmote simplified the problenm of
getting alr strikes vhen they were needed, vub P-Z8's and P-47's from
llew Guinea comtinued to fly patrol misslons over the Admiralties until
after the landlpg near Lorengau on Manns Islamd. Before the end of
the month, some of these flghters were remaining over n.i.gh‘s.llg

During the firgt glx days of llapeh, the Fifth Alr Toree flew 20
effective bomber sortles over Los Fegros, dropred more than 291 tons

of bowbe, and expended necrly 198,000 rounds of ammunition in strafing

{gee Appendix Io. 8). Allied mstery of the air was complete, but bed
3;3;2‘ ‘ r—m .
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vesther during much of the operation deprived ground itroops of con-

clderable asslisiance from the Allied Alr Torces,

Breparation for ihe Manue Island Landing, 7-14 larch 1244

The range of targets assigned to bombers frem 7 to 14 March was
oroadened considerably in comrarison with those attacked durlng the
first weel of the inv;:.sion. Fightere contlnued on patrol and'P—-ZS's
occasionally executed strafing attacks; but there were indleations
that the pripeipal tasks of the Fifth Alr Force in the conguest of
the Admiraliles were drawving to a cloge.

hdrilo and Hauwel islands at the north slce of Seeadler Harboer
held a few guns that anncyed naval vesselrs bomberding targets on Tosg
¥erros., ‘They provided, also, cites from whiech owr own artillery could
fire on enemy positlone in the Lorungan area. These two iglands, es-
pecially the esst tiy of Haowel, were the assigred targets for 17
R.24'3 of the 434 sombarcément CGroup on 7 March. 3ad weather plagued
the plenes from the time they left Dobodurz and only seven of them
completed-the mission. Five of the 4034 Squadron's hesvles dropped
40 x 1,000-1b, bombs, only 9 of which were claimed as having hit the
target; 22 of the others fell within 1,000 feet of the aiming polmt. 70
Jleven B-25's, sent out to mearch for barges along the coast of MNanus,

were forced $o turn baclt by storms.lzl

An improvement in the weather
on 8 March brought five B-25's from lladzed with supplies to drop over

Selomi Flanbation, °° while 17 B-24's and 11 B-35's bombed snd strafed

T v
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Hauwel and Ndrilo islands as well as other targets. The presence
. of destroyers in the wassage eart of Hauwel Islond kept five B-S4's
' cireling for an hour waiting for permission to bomb. They then went
off to hit Beer Polrt. The one B-24 that d16 bomb Bauwei was reported
- ) 1o have destroyed the gun emplacements and killed 75 Japanese.l
Bomber missions durlng the next four days were directed primarily
against Lorengau and tralls leading to 1%, The 19th and 334 Squadrons,
224 Bombardment Group (k), re-enterlng comoat after changing over
from B-25's, attacked Lugos Migslon and Lorengau alrdérome on 10 March
. with 9 out of 12 B-24's reaching the target.l'% Ca the game day, 12
B-28's ren aleong the coast to bowb and strzfe targete of omortunity.ms
A Japanese troop comcentration at Lugos Jlssion was the target for
geven B--24's on 11 llarch which claimed 198 hits in the target zres
with 100-pound phosnhorous bombs, The heavies then dropped down to
tree~top level and sirafed the target heavily.lgs In an atieck on
. Lorengan drome, six 2-25's deetroyed a bridge at the mouth of the
Lorengau River, while another squadron bombed and strafed the Lo, 1
road leading from Lorengau to Tingo '&’illage.lm The roads to Tingo
and Rossum and the coastal rozd were the targets for 24 B-55's on
12-13 liarch. In these attacks from 9 to 13 llareh, 26 B-24's and 55
Z-25'¢ dropped 143 tone of bombs and expended about 135,000 rounds in
strafing (ses Appendix No. 8).
Ground troops 1n the meantime were preparing for the Hanus
' Igland landing. artillery wes to be emmlaced on Butjo o andéd Houwei

Bl . 4 LR R A B
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islands which were reconnoltered on 11 liarch, The 3021 Reconnalgasrce

AARHSAAD

Troop's patrol to Houwel encountered severe mechine-gun and morter
1ire when it landed on the west end of the 1sland-}‘28 The 2d. Squadron,
742 Cavalry from Lombrum Point attacked Fouwel on 12 llareh in an
amphibions operztion. The 77th Fighter Squadron (RAAF) from lomote
nombed and strafed with six P-40's befere the landing occurred atb

1348, Cezpialn Frederlek, 12th ALP, guided the P-20's to thelr targets
by messages which were sent over an artillery set and were relayed by
his assistant at the "Gangway" statiou.lgg depznese registance on
rouwel Island ended on 13 llzren and owr artillery units were aole to
talte up ideal noslilons to support the landing on lonus Islend which
was scheduled for 1E March. ihile the artillexry was setilng into posi-

tlon on the 14th, destroyers shelled Pityllu Islznd and Yorengau. 120

&lr Activity o the Znd of the Campalen

4 combination of artillery, naval and air bombardment prepared
the way for the 8th Cavalry Regiment to land on lanus Igland at 0930
on 15 March. Ga;:ptai‘n ¥rederick, 1n conference with General Swift on
11 llarch, had prepared the air plan. >l ignin the nature of the
targets, haphazard defenses, and evpected weslmess of enemy opposltion
held 2ir participation to a smwall effort., The 499tk and 5.0th Dom-
vardment Squadrons (L) attacked tke landing beaches on either side of
the Iiel River with 18 B-35's between 0907 znd 0925 on the 15th, They
clezred the ferget just an troops were coming a.shore.153 The 12th

ALP sgeln was among the first troops to land, and at about 0YE0 had
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ar SCE 193, set wp in a jeep, in contact witn the 7vih Fighter
133
. Sqvadron (RAAF) and the 501lst Bombardment Squadron on alr alert.

The 12th ALF dirscted the P-40's in a coordinated tank-artillery-air

attack to knock out enemy pillboxes near the 'beach.ls'g’

Hine B=25's
of the 501st Squadron elreled on alert north of Hauwei Island from
0957 %o 1100, then were sent by the 12th ALF $o bomb end strafe Tingo
Tillage ahead of the 24 Squadron, 8tn Cavalry, 185 ihe 498tk Sgumadron
then took its turn on alert with nine 5-25's watil about 1200 and also
attacked Tingo Village on itke way back to I?adzah.lSG
. These strikes on Deday at lonus practicslly ended Fifth Air Force
bomber activity over the Admirzlties., On 16 liarck, a B-2¢ of the
8224 Squadron, wnich hed come in as a courier to Momote, took off
from that field at the request of General Chase to strafe a pocket of
enemy troops on Log Ii'egros.w? Two B-25's dropped a ton of bombs on
Loriu Passage on 20 March, ard ome 3-25 strafed Piltyllu Isloand on the
. 25th. [Kire A-20's of the 8th Bombardment Squadron, led by a P-40,
strafed and boribed trocps south of Lorengav. =% 0805 on 26 I*iarch.l38
This last attacl: by Fifth Air Force bombers on Manus Igland
was directed ageirnst an enemy strongpoint near Warembu whers the 7in
Cavclry was meeting considerable opposition, On 24 laxch, faptain
=redericls, the RAAF wing commander, the comnending general of the 24
Cavalry Brigade an. the 7th Cavalry Regiment's commender worked out a
Plan for a eocordinated air-ground assault at Yarewbu, The 7th Cavalry
. set out emole pote on the morning of 25 llarch to merk thelr front
-1 i AL
“Jt[, i H‘ i ]u‘ml'
. Ty . “Wm ‘
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line, then withérew 500 yards. The flrst wave of 12 RAAT P-40!g
oombed at 0800; an equal nomver czme in at 0B1E and again at 0930,
Twenty-four P-40's rounded out the attack by strafing at 1005, The
Cavalry, falling to take sdvantage of these attacizs, moved cauvitiously
pack to thelr originel positlons. After tne A-20 strize on 26 March,
P-i0's agaln attacked Varsembu, 139
Fignter squadrons of the RAAF continued to be active while tue
SREJER Tagl Force invaded and occupled lesser islands of the Admirel-

tles and mopped uwp Los Yegrors and Iie.nus.léo

By 18 Harca, the 76in
and 77th Fighter Squadrons {(EAAT) were at llomote with 34 P-40'g, all
vat two of whien were ready for combat. The 79th Fighter Sguadron
\RAAT) with 24 Spitfires nmoved to llomote from Kiriwinz during the

. 141 . s
lact week of Illarcnh. Taege squaérons provided alr cooperztion for

the ground troops mmbil the Admirpltier caxmaien was declared completed

on 18 Xay,

There was an amszing lack of enemy sir opvosition throughout
Coeration BEBWIR, especlally in view of the strenstn availaole in
Yew Guirea. A few enomy plunes were reported cireling near Los Negros
onl I-iarch,i"m' ancé the only serious effort 1o put mw a Ffight was that
mentiorned avove whicn occurred on 2 March, Taree Jepanese planes
that bombed ané strafed Los Negros during the nlght of 7-8 Harch
killed two men ard wounded six. A4 lone fighter circled Los lNegrom
for 90 minubes on the followling night bubt no damage resulted from its
single borb run. Two attacks during the nigot of 12-13 Mareh,

probably by not more than a single plane each time, Arcpped a few

ﬁk;‘; z:;i'#‘ ;: 1:?3 ﬁ |
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bowbs l:Ls;\.r:nZLe,s'.sly.M:3 fhis lack: of alr activity Led to the conclusion
t11at the eneny’s failure W42 malre use of the substantial air strength
held ab Hollandla 1g a further indleztilon that the declize in his
oversll sir strilking power has made him reluetant to risk heav'y losses
aven for the sulre of strategleally waluable bases. vl44

The BREWH Tagk Force was prepared to cope witn far greanter eneny
air opposition then actunlly develoned. Air waraing and other vnits
assigned to the task force, including the 73d Flznter ing (RAAF),
ausberad 2,475 men. 3By far the larger part of this number bdelonged fo

(=
the RAAT comnonent of the Allied Alir Forces.lé')

The U, B, B834 Signal
Alr Varning Pattalion provided personnel from Company G, soue of whon
went aghore on D-day, One platoon operated inbernittently for a few
days, then degen 24-hour operation on 4 liarch. Another platoon was
funetioning four days later =nd iwo more by 20 liarch. Ground ocoserver
debochrents from Commany U were landed by Catalinss on Bipl and Dat
iglands on 3 Harch to provide long-range warning. The Zat Igland de-
tochnent was replaced by an Australian radsxy gtation late in liareh,
and in mid-ipril the 3ipi Island groun rejoined the coumany. 146

Alr aetivity in Uperation BRuWER wag by no means entlrely confined
t0 bouber nissiongs. Fighter sguadrons covrersd shipping in the Bismarex
Sea ard flew numerous patrol missions over Los Negros and MHanus, most
of which were purely routine excest for occeuglonnl sirafing requested
oy ground btroops. wearly all of this work fell to $hree fighter

grouos based chiefly at Finschhafen: the 3th (P-40.'s, P-38's), 348th
i SN RN T S
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; _ ,
SR 1 FORMETN ool
W AR =

‘THIS PAGE Declassified IAW E012958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—
e -
N@ f[{ T SRR g s pa s o e e qmﬁw

o ) s !
ANFHS.43 ﬁ-ﬁ 95 BA B shibiad e o3 &#&.ﬁ?@ 124

(P~47's), and the 475th (P-38's). The 35th Tighter Squadron (P-47's)
devoted most of 1ts efforts to patrols Detween Cape Gloucester and
Finsehhafen, over the Willaumez Peninsala of llew 3ritain, and over

- 14
coavoys to Los 1Yegros.14

The 36th Fighter Squadron (P-33's) per-
formed similar nisslons, -dith greater attention %o covering shipping
lying off the Aduiralties.*® Activities of the 4334 Fighter Squadron
(P-38's5) in March were typicsl of the 475th Fighter Group: 12 misgsions
as shipping ecover, 5 misslons escorting (-47's to liomote, and 4 patrol

migssions over the Admiral’cies.149

Selated Operations

A brief account, however incowmlete, of other operations in the
dew Gulnea-Biszarer Archipelago region is necessary in order to pre-
serve a proper perspecilve in treating the Admiralties cuapailzn., The
Pifth Alr Torce, while participating in Operation BREWER 40 the extent

. required by the tactleal situatlon, was primarily oceuwpled with the
Hew Guinea campaign. In cogparison wlth the latter, Opveration BRULER
was sonething of a side issue becauss it offered few opportunities

- for the use of that sirliing power whicn at last had wrested 2ir
supremacy from the Japanese,

Ihe princinal nchievenient of the V Zomber Command during llarch
wzs the neutralization of the Weuak group of a.irdromes.lm Thres
squadrons of the 3380th Bombardment Croup (H) moved to Tadzab from

. Fenton, Australis ot the cnd of February to taze mart in the Hew
‘ i'-"*-; % ;{w { {;’?E’%
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Guinea and Ad:niral‘ties campalgns, al'baoubh hey conbributsd very
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1ittle to the latter. 9t In concentrating upon ewalz, the puwrpose
was "io neutralize the enemy ground and air strengbh by making the
airdromes untencble, the anti-airceraft useless, the supply line ex-
tinet and thus cut off the estimated 50,000 cnemy troops in the Wewak

162

area from their source of dependeney.® The case with which a small

amphibvious i‘orfce landed at ¥Yalan Plantation northwest of Saldor on
§ March testlfied to the effectiveness of this effort. 3By 15 lareh,
the Jepznese had lost an estizeted 115 planes in attempting to defend
the Jewalr area.153
This concentration of attacics against the 'lewar group foreed
the enemy o fall back upon Tadjl and Hollandia. Intelligenee esti-
mates accounted for 274 coubat planes at Hollandia on 21 Mareh, of
vhich 132 were fighters., This sirength, sroving to more than 300
fighters and 1ight and medium bombers, constituted a serious threat
to our bases north of the Owen Stanley Ilounitains and made advanced
units at Cape Gloucester, Saidor and Momote highly vulnerable should
the Japanese decide to :—3.1‘.*:.9.(:?»:.15‘4= Thie danger was eliminated on 30
and 31 March when 133 B-24's, escorted by 116 P-38's, destroyed at
least 219 enewyr planes on the ground and in the air.l55
The destruction of Japanesc air powsr at Hollandla was one of
the outstanding performances of the Paclfic war, At the mlddle of
Hiarch, whon our troops were landing on .ampus Island and were mopoing

up Los MNegros, steps that meant the loss bo the enemy of an extremely

inportant positlon, the Japanese held wgll over 380 lighi and medium
ﬁlé
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bombers 1dle at Hollandla. Cae might, ab least, expect their use
against Salder, or for raids on Wadzab, Halsnit, or Finschhafen.
Instead, the enemy lined up his planes Plike petunias in = garclen,"]“55
inviting dl=aster. Seversl explanntions may be hazarded to account
10Y such behnvlor: the Japsnese were not fully informed mbont events
in the Admirsliles, they were conserving thelr strensth for some
massive blow, they were preparing to withdraw to the Fullippines or
to some other resr area, thelr planes were belng used for other than
combat misslons--buat these are only guesses.

teconnalssance of the 3lsmarek Sea ana interdiction of the
Japznese supply llnes continuved unabated while Operation BREWVER wags
unﬂ:er way. The 62d Bonmbardment Squadron (H) flew many sorbies on
armed reconnaissance, antl-radar search, and weather reconnaissance.ls?
Squadrong of the 7lst Feconnalssance Group, as well as planes fron
other units, searched conetantly for enemy shivping. Tne monotony of
relatively unproductive barze and lugger hunts was relieved on 19
tiarch vhen B=-24's on thelr way to Boran gichied a convoy of five
vessels off Wewek, [The V Domber Commend gent out A-20's and B-35's
whiech sanlz the entire convoy.lEs With the ‘ewnlr dromes neutralized,
the Fifth air Torce practically ellminated the barge repair =nd
supply depot on Halrurma I51andl5? ond made repeated attacka agalnst
the small eraft thot were attempting, offen ecuceessfully, to carry

supplies to beleaguered garrisons.
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A comparison of the military situatlon on 1 December 1943 with

AATHS-43

that which preveiled at the end of llarch 1944 reveals the significance
of Allied gains in the conguest of the 3ismarct Archipelago. At the
start of this perlod, the Allies held none of the Bismarcik Arcuipelago,
Eabaul was one of Japan's major naval and air bases, Jepsnese alx
strength 1n porthern New Guines was formidable, the Huon Penlnsuls
wae still unecongneresd, the straits betwesn New Guilnea and Wew Eritain
were hazardous for ouwr shipping, and Japarese vessels were plying the
Bismarei Sea in large numbers. Nadzab, Zalapit, Finschnafen, and Gusap
in Jew Gulnea were our most advanced airfields, At the close of the
period all of western ew Britain was in Allied possession, BRgbzul
was reduced to a minor base, Japan's airfields in northern Kew Guines
wvere practlcally neutralized, only isolated pockets of enemy troops
reniained on the Huon Peninsula, our ships could sail at will through
the Vitlaz Stroit and inbo the Bismare': Sez, and the Allled Air Forces
hed new bases ot fape Gloucester, Saldor and llomote while a fourth,
at lolzerang on Los Negros, was under constructlon. Tne only Jannnese
ground forces of any consequence in the 3lsmarc:: Archipelago were
isolated in Tew Ireland and around Pabanl, Ineny barges might stilld
attempt to breax through zir and surfzce »atrols to supply and re-
inforce troops on Bougainville, bub the routes from Hobaul o Xew
Guinea wers severed.

Phe construction of major =ir and naval bages in the Admiraliies

coimpleted the encirclement of Fabaul., !lokerans and llomote filled out

L
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the chein that included N:.ssan, Torokina, Kiriwiaa, Uape Gloucaster,
Tinschhafen and Ssidor. Vot only were the enemy's siupply lines fo
Pabaul virtually ssaled off, bubt nis internal coamunications became
more open to Allled alr attzei, 160

The axis of Allied advance was turned from noTth to west, re-
lieving supply lines of the constent threat of flant attack that had
peen prosent since the siart of the Pgpuan campa.ign.lﬁl Leapfrozging
operations along the MNew Gulnesn cozgt could now be undertaken with
greater safety. 2BEases in the Admiraliies not only provided flank
pro%ectlon for these operations in Vew Guinez but also becane of ui-
nost impoxtance in staging for the Philinnines campalen and in neutralize

ing the Caroline Ielands.
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~ Chapter I

1. The esbtinated areas and nopulation of tie archipslugo in 1940 weres

- Islands Area in Bopulation
sQ. mi,
Hew Sritain 13,000 ?7,766
" Hew Ireland 3,000 1v,417
Few Hanover 600 5,188
Admiralty & lorthweotern Is. 1,000 13,450
All ninor islands 5850 24, 938
Totale 23,880 140,759

The Archmelafo extends from 0°61' to 06020' § latitude and from
142°6501 to 158° I lomdtude. Tne islamds veach from the Iwguria
. groun (east of Ilew Ireland) west for 860 miles to Wuwvulu, and from
'mseau south to Ozne Ealll on Hew Britain for %60 miles, IID WDGS,
tSurvey of bisuarck Archipbelaro' (8 30-675), op. 1-2, in 4-2 Lib,

2. The isleond has g width varylng petweea 20 anl 60 miles, an over-all
lengbh of 350 miles.

3. Ibid., wo. 1, 10-1l, «lonche 3ay Yis a hill-enclreled sxpanse of water
some 6 miles norihk and south by 2+ miles enst and west waich occuples
the ecenter of an impense voleano whoee southeancstern slde has Deern blown
guey, admitiing the weters of the gra, " Ihid., ». 11,

. 4, Tew Ireland is 220 miles long, 5 to 30 miles wide. ILbld., vp. 13, G6.

B, Allled Geogrerkleal Sechblon SWPA, MArea Study of the Adoiralsy Islands,t
Terreln Study T'o. 67, S0 lov. 43, »p. 1-58; Hq. ALF SWPA, "lorengsu,"
Qujective Tolder Lo. 8, Supplement Ho. 2, in A-2 Lib.

- 6. "Survey of Bismsrck Archipelege,! pp. 29-20. Other igleads of the
groun frequented by barpes were Unes and llndus. Une St. Matthias
groun, 47 miles nortk of lew Eunover, ineludes lussau, Enirau and
Tench islards., A fow iglands liec in the straits betwesn Hew Guinca
and llew Britcin, TUmbol, with an zrea of about 430 sguars mileg, is
the largest of itkese. Forwed by volcancesg, Unbol iIs subjeet to almest
Coily earth tremors. The Siasel Islands south of Umboil are a small
archioeleszo of wooded i¢lets and reefs, Toloxiwa Isleand, 16 niles
northwest of Unboi, ie & voleanie cone sbout 5 miles in dizmeter.
Balonr Island lies o miles rorthenst of Tmbol and 16 miles northwest

. of Tork Poiant, Hew Britain. Five mlles south of Sakar Ieland, Ritter
Iasland rizes soue 350 feet svove ses level., lone of these islands 1s
of much importance, nlthotsh many of then have limlied anchorage for

suall sehooners, luggez;g tﬁd barges, [IDid., no, 27=28,
S 3l
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AATHE-LC, Lotes, Chenm. s - jgrf
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7. Ibig., p1. Ll-8.
8. Ha, Alamo Yoree, “heport of the Iexbterity Omeration, 15 Dee, 43~

1a.

11.

ie.
17.

is,

10 Feb. 44,% wn. 2-3, in AGD Analxsis Tiles, 91-33.4 (83689); History
of Fifth Alr Force, Part III, o. §; Ha. Alamo Zorce, "kenort of
Irever Omerction, 29 Felb.-18 llay 44," p. 1, in 4G0 Anzlysis “iles,
91-33.4 (5529).

Eistory of Tifth Alr Jorce, Part III, m. B.

Zdgar elnnis, Zhe lar, Seurlh Year (Tondon, 1844), won, 2330-35;
History of Headounrters, Thlrtecnth 4ir Porce, Jan.-llarch £4, 1, 2.

MeInnig, Ipe war, Zourth Year, nn. 234-387 (ol. B, B. Cain, "The Air
ver in the Ssushvwest Feoelfie,® in Alr Force, lUov, 44, n, &5,

Eistory of Headquarters, Thirteenth Alr Force, Jan.-liarch 44, w. 2:
m 0 i‘?.’_I_. ‘ﬂ‘gﬂklv, '\'01. III, no. l (5 Jano 44), Po 7.

G S4Ph, Genersl Swmirry Lo. 1587, 4 Narch 44, vp. 15-18, in History
of Fifbk Alr Torece, Fart IIL, 1 Feb. 44 to 16 June 44, Aop. II.,
Toc. LNo. 93 Ho, &aF SwPs, Isum o, 146, 13 Oct. 43, ». 16, in A-2
Iib, All Inuelligence Sunmaries (Isums) lhereafter cited were igsued
by Ha, AAF § P4 unless other pource ie svecified.

Isun ¥o. 173 (15 Jan. 44), p. 12,

Gener:l Smunry Jo. 187, wp. 17-18,

Taun No. 1856 (18 Yov, €3), n., 1.

Isun Wo. 156 (17 Lov. 43), 1. 1.

Isum No. 155 (13 Tov. 43), n. 3. In the SWPA glone, from 7 Tec. 41
to 31 Oek. 43, Japonese losres were:

Tyme of Plane Dectroyed Procably Damaged
destroyed
Ticghters 1,711 layd 452
Borbers 568 121 1558
Leconnal sgnnce 106 13 53
Tnidentified —_——r3g 82 log
Totales 2,582 823 803

Hictory of Fifth aAlr Torece, Pexrt IIL, v. 4, n. 14,

Hq. AGE, BEenort on Alr Supwort in Southwest Proific Area During the
Poriod 1 lLiovember 1943 to 1 Februury 1944," ﬁ}axtsr Eenorg, b

Col, Eenry P, Dexter, p. &, in Army war Collope 3.9.1/102. ALl PAAY
squadrons, excent the 4th arnmy Goo'oera.’cion Souwc.éron (ren), were in

Mx&:@;.&@tw@fﬁ !!E m@ ]
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the 9th Cperstlonal Group whose primary task was Usurvelllance of
the water zareas, vrotoction of own shinoing and inlerrvptlon of epeny
salroinr. " The Alr Tasgl: Forces were not Penbirely serl-indemendent

N .

cormends, plonning and execubing genersl miselon-ijwe orders. Isch
day Advon mlanned the euwloyument of the Alr for the next day.
Snecilic assiinments were glven to the wvorious btagk forces. These

- woere lesued as Trogmenbery orders, often by telenhone, and later con-

) firmed by a writtem 'Frog Order' [Froguentary Fleld Order/ for the
record. The verious Taslz Forces execubed these migsiong with the
meang under thelr control., If the migsion exceesded thelr canpacity,
Advon would perform the misglon with its own sgusdrons, or would
augnent the Tasl: Forece. Such strenpgth as nlpgint rensin to the sir
Tacgk Porces Deyond the gpecific assigoments from Advon would be enm-
oloyed by the Lask Force commaonders in nurcuance of the generzl plan
including sround suonort mlssioms. In a broed sense Advon retained
conbrol oviyr 2ll the Alr and the Alr Tagk Force Headquarters were
gubmgsections of Advon.¥ Iuig., wp. H-6.

3d Bord Gp. (L)
224 Bomb Gp. (W)
38th Rond Go. (i)
434 Bord Gn. (#)

90th Bomb Gn. (%)
345th Bamb Guw, (1)
350th Rerd Go. (k)

Stationes ag of € Jov. 43 were as follows:

-~ Doboduara

~ Dobodura

— Port oreshy {Iurznd Airurone)

-~ Port Yoresby (Jacizson Alrdrome), execont the 63d
Eomb Sa, st Dobodurs

- Port Horespy (Jard's &irdrome)

- Port Moreshr (Jackreon and Sehwirmer sirdromes)

-~ Fenton, Lon;strip, l'smbnllon airfields, all
near Darwvin

Thae 3L5kh send 4Y7th Borbapdment Groups had not yeb anveared in the

thenter,

22.

Bth Fighter Gm.
B5th Tigater Cn.

48%h Tighter Gp.
o48th Fighier Gm,
475th Fighter Gn,

See Forn B4&'s, 51

CA-IH-46E6 (8-13-43),

Btotiong as of O 1

See Veekly Status and Onerations Fenoris [Form 340 _§7 for
Period 31 Oct,~6 Jov.

43,
Fenney to b AP, =A-2107, 8 Tov, 43,
ov. 43 were as followe:

- Port Ilsrecdy (Xila and .ard's alrdromes)

—-= 40%h and 4let Sas. at ladmsb, 38th 5q. at Ports
Loresby (Schvimmer’s Airdrome)

- 7th rnd 92th Sds. at Dobodura, 8th So. at Gusan

~- Fort Moresby (Jacksen, Dursnd, and Ward's)

-~ DoDodura

Cote~O Fov. 43,

Of the 1,480 Fifth sir Fores aireraft in tio thenter on 30 October
1943, there were 591 bombers, 611 fipgaters, 256 transports, and 12
reconnsissance nisnes (Status and Coumitment of AAF Alreraft in

\};
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Theaters, 30 Oct., 43, Form S0-6, in Stat. Control Div.). Tole revort
ig difricult to reconcile wilth the csvle report which states that

as of & lovember 1843, there were 1,181 teciical aireraft in the
theater, of whick 67 might not be repairable, and 539 non-tactical
aireroft, giving o total of 1,770, Cil-IN-€848 (11-11i-43), Kenney to
CG nAF, A-2187, 11 Dov. 43, fThe vrineipal discrepaney lies in the
nurber of non-tnetlical airersft renorted, wilch are not ineluded in
Form B0-B.

25. %re brexicdown was 122 F=38's, 20 P-3d's, 184 P-4P's, 8 P-T0's, 92
P-4V, 44 A-20's, 158 B.28's, 106 B-24's, 19 B-26's. ‘he Theatoer
claggified A=B0'lg, P=-40i's, and 2-250's and D5 as attack avistion,
The total number of planse on hand, fit for combat or repairable
wlthin 30 dnye, wae 1,657, vhich included 88 vhoto reconnalcsesnce
and 2688 transeort aireraft. Of thls total, 1,056 were assismed to
units, A1l Dt 25 of the transports were assigned. 5%h Air Fores
110 Eenorts, 1944, in Stat. CGontrol Duv,

26, Tusnty~thres B-24's of the 330th Boub Gp. (H) were retained ab Fenton.
RALY sbrength is shown in the following table:

8. mo. Station T;ne of plane ¥o.
8 Tivigoni Beaufort 16
7 (det) Port Horecoy Booufors 3
8 Tivigani Beaufort 23

a2 Kiriwvina Boston iz
24 HKiriwlnon Tengesnce 15
100 Yivigani Jeaufort 15
Total no, of bombers g4
30 Liriwinw Beaufighter 19
4+ Vivigani & Hirivina Yittyhards 25
s 2
76 Eirivina Eittybovk =4
‘s Tiviganl o Klrivins Flttykavs 26
73 Lirivine Xittyhaviz 22
79 Hiriwina Spitfire 2
Total no. of fighters 142
4 Port Horesoy &
Ladzab Wrraway 5]
Gusan Soonerang 18
Zotal no., of obsn. afe 25
Qotal no., of bombers,
fighters, « ongn afe 251

The FAAR had about the some mumber of tactieal airereft in Auvstralia,
anl a souadron of 18 lebherlands Zast Indles' 5-20's was stationed

at I}a:rm.n. Sth Air Torce 1ll0.Hewertis, 1944,
ey

i ”. PR TIRE B 3.3 "ﬁ-j
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27, TForm 34's, 10-24 Dec, 43: Eigstory, 38th Zomd CGo., Ied. 44, p. 1,
Two scvadrons of the 476th Flghter Growp aprarently moved {o
Lirivins to ngize room for bthe bombers.

28, Torm 34's, 3L Qot.-6 Lov. 43. Detachmeni A, 418%th Iight Fighter
Tpuadron, wag at Zerry Drome, nesr Port Joresby. with two P-38's
and. foux P-70's. ‘he 67th Fighter Squadron, 347th Fighter Group
of the Tkirteenth Air Torce was on loodlark Island, Cne should
alse consider the RAAT wnits on Hiriwina and Goodenough islands.
Sec above, n., 21.

2. Renort of Texterity Cperation, oo, 1-6; Hg., Feeslator, F. 0. bo. 5,
30 lov, 43, in 1<t llarine Div., Svecizl Action Rewort, Cave
Gloucester Operation [Ist llarine Div., Gloucester .Ee:porj Annerx F,
in AG0 Anslysis Files, 7613 a-f,

30. Zeoort of Pexbterity Cneration, ». 3.
31, Lir.,, vnitchead to Henney, 11 Dov. 43,
32, Ienort of Dextexrity Oneration, ». 4.

33. Iutd., n. 6. GEG SJFA issued 1ts directive for the Salcor oweration
on 17 December 1943. Alono Force, on 22 Tecenber li4d, issued
¥. 0. Yo, 7 esteblisaing the [Hennelmoe Wasl: Yorce under Brig. CGen.
Olarence A. l'artin, with the 126%ta E3T (reinforced, as its nrircinal
cormonent. Lhid.

$4, Hg, dscalobor, T. 0. 0. D, 30 lfov, 43, in lst liarine Iiw.,

Gloveester Besort, Annex F. General Whniteheoad swparently ned sonme
douot ag to ihe a.o:i.lity of the All:.eﬂ Alr Forces to fulfill this

"""" Y% should be vostooned wntil
efter 16 Jrnuary in order to -oer*u.t compleotion of all-weather focili-
ties at Ludnad for 76 figuters, 32 B-2b's, L& I8 or A-20%s, and 78
troop carriers: tuere choull be 75 Tighters oand 38 4-20's at Cusap,
and 75 figaters and 206 Sroop curriers ab Fimschnafen 1f the Sixth
Lroy desired air supwly Jor Salealllsis, lloreover, an all-reatrer
roat, coravle of carryings 1,000 tons per day, must be commleted
petween Lae an. Jadzab, Ltz., Vhitehead to Lenney, 13 lov. 43;
Jemp, wnitehead to Henrey, 13 iov. 43,

358. DTexber Fewort, v. 4.
36, ZPewort of Lexterity Oreration, ». 3.

47, Hg. Iscalator, F, C. Lo, B, 30 Jov. 43, in lst Marine Div., Gloucestsr
Iewort, Annex ¥, die J034 Porachunte Infontry was deleted from the
troop list beczuse Xovodwra lacked adequete facllities to stage
tronsport plsnes for its uovement, unless a heavy bomberdment group
wore moved to Port lloressty. Tncertaln weather over the Cwen Stanley

gr& éﬂw&uﬁmg Y i—*;@" ﬂ%m\_
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AATHS-43, Fobes, Chan. I ¢
[

“ountains mlght czuse bombers ab lioresbyr to be wmavuilable for aid
on Z-day {Arawe) and D-dey (Borgen day). Revwort of Dexterity
~ Cperction, ». 5.

38, Isum No, 148 (20 Oct, 43), ». 1. On 15 Ocbober 1943, the Japanese
gent 52 Vals, Osears, and Homps to Oro Bay. A1l but four were ghet
. down, the 475th Fighter Groun gettlag 34 out of the 43. EHistory,
4384 Flghter 3q., May 43-Jas. 44, »n. 7.

39. Isuxm Ho. 149 (33 Cct, 43), ». 1.

40, Isum Yio. 180 (B7 Cecb, 43), ». la., For examnle, 3 desbtroyers, 5
unidentified vessels, and 16 barzes were si,uted in Rein 3ay by
two E-24's on the night of 24-25 Oct. 43, Ibid., v. 2a. Varlous
incouing eables report atbacks by FT boabts against barges whileh were
running sunrlies and troops to wesbera Iew Brituin,

41. Isum lo, 160 (1 Dee. 43), p. 1.
. 42, Isum Ilo. 132 (8 Dee., 43), w. 1.

43, 1st lnrine Uiv., floucester Remort, Annex A, m. 45, Defenss of ew
sritain was a resoonaibility of the 8th Ares Army with headovarters
at Fobaul. The central area was entrusted to the 17%h Diviglon with
headauarters ni Gave Hogrine, The 65ta 3rigads, with hendousrters
at C=oe Gloucaster, ind the aren west of the line Uiebecr Bay-FPulie
nlver nmoubh, as well as Titu and Usboi islands. Ipid., pn. 47.48,
The 141lst and 1423 Regluents, 65th Brisade, were veborang of Batasn.
The £34 Pegineat, 17th Division, was algy 1ldentified in the
(loucester area. (Ho. LT 21, Oweration Order Za, 3-43, 23 Dee, 43,

. in 1s% llarine Div., Glouccster Renort, Ammex A, &pm. 1. Of.
QlmIEa2747 (1Lwl6~48), lncirthur to GfS, «0-7833, 16 Lov. 43. A
BUPAD nrisoner of war locabed the 534 at Gasunve, the Slet in New
Guinez, nart of the B4th in Zzbaul, and vard of the 54%h en roude
from China,

4£4. Hg, Cozbnt Tean O, Cnerations Ordor Mo. 1-43, 20 Dec, 43, Annex 4 4o
ist 'Ilarine Div,, Gloucestor Hewort, Fhsse I, Annex A.

45. Eenort of Dexberity Opercbicn, p. 7; lst ilarine Div,, Glounesster
- Heport, Annex A, ». 8,

46, Isun o, 164 (15 Jee. 43), ». 14,

47, Commander Seveath Aumhkibione Force, ZHenort on (ane Gloucaster
Overation [S.eventh Amphib. Torees, .tce*)orﬂ » 8 Seb. 44, Serial 00121,
. Ps 15, in 4GV Jnalysis Files 6.5, 2612/44 (1260).

48, A& doard Renort Uo. 65 SWPA, o2y 1-2, in AGD dnalyeis Files
£-2.65/44 (2608).. ——— — T
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History, 5th Tactical Alr Commmmications 2q., May 42-Anril 44, p. 11
1st Marine Div., Gloucegter Eeyort, Amnex A, p. 36, The coznstline
petween Waunli and the east gide of Borgem Eay was vnhotographed on
Fodacoler on 18 Decerver 1943, Stereo nalrs were set up at the lst
Warine Division CF for study by lower echelon commanders, intelli-ence
officers, boal crews, and others. A photozraphic inbernreter was on
hand %o explain the photos, JIbid., p. 7. Fhotogranhic reconnalssance
was augnented by daring ground reconnsissance. 4 darine natrol ine
vesbigated the area around Alsegzs from 2¢ Sepbemnber o 10 Qctober
1943, Two small partles lanfed near %auali and Silimatl Point Ho

geb hydrosravhical data on the heaches. Another patrol landed ab
Luschan Harbor nesr Gagnata on 6 Cctober and remalned in the ares for
threo weelts, Cn the night of 910 Oclober an officer and five natives
were l=nded near !io east of the Arawe strin for o short reconnals-
somee. Revori of Iexterlty Uoerntion, n. 7.

Bistory, 8th Thote Ren. Sa., aetivation to 1 Feb, £4, =, 4,
tth FPhoto Pen. Sa., Yoma 34's, Nov, 43,
4G8%h 3owb Sq,, Forn 34, 713 iov. 43,

90th 3omb So., Jorm 34, 14~20 Tov. 43.
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Chapter 11

1. Isum Yo, 147 (16 Oct. 43), ». l; History, 4%24 Fighter Sq., activa~
tion to 31 Jom. 44, p. 73 Ool. TDonald P, Eall, "Stra.fe-Bon‘:ﬁng Faya
CEff in the Jouth Pacific: How It Wrecks Zneny Alrdromes,” in Adx
Torea, Feb, 44, w, 183 Cain, "Phe Air Vor in the Southwest Pacifie,!
in Aipr Forea, Zov., 44, n, 35,

2. Isum To. 147 (16 Oet. 43), p. 1.

3. Isum Ho., 149 (20 Oct. 43}, p. 2.

4, Isan Ho, 130 (27 Oct. 43), p. 1.

5, -IN-1634 (8-11-43), LacAirthur to §f8 %D, f0-75968, 3 Uov., 43,

6. 48lst Pigater Sq., Jerrative Oombdat Revort [<CE/, 3 Nov, 43, in

His'l:or;;, 4318t Figater 5¢., 17 June 43-31 Jan. 44,

7. Incoming cables, Heehrithur %o c/s WD, 1634 (3-11-43), #0-7388, 3 Yov.
A¥s 2512 (B-11-43}, #0-7430, B Tov. 43. Tor further detalls, see
Form 34'g, 31 Oct,-6 Lov. 43; Isunt Fo. 153 (6 liov. 43}, o. 2; and Lee
Van Atta, BS8trafe-Boablng Prys Off in the South Peeific: row It Ilasts
dJan Shipoing, % 1n Alr Force, Feb., 44, »p. 13, 64,

8., (l-0U7-1238 {4-11e43), larshell to lacdrithur, 30, 4 lov. 43.

9. C-IN-2512 (5-11-43), lacirthur to 0/ $ WD, 5-7480, b llov, 43,

10, C.=IN-3786 (G6=ll-4s), Macarthur to §/8 WD, -0-7529, 6 Lov, 48; 475tk
Figater Go, and 43d Bomb &n., Form 34's, 81 Oct.-0 Ilov. 43, Footos
taken before the carrier mlsnes abtbacked revealed 8 heavy erulsers,

3 light crulsers, and 14 destroyers in Blanche Hay, ~IL—474d
(8-11-43), lNacirthur to G/ g WD, 70-7600, 3 Nov. 43,

11. C-IN-3783 {6-11-43), MacArthur to G/3 WD, «-7528, 6 Wow. 43,

12, (U-IN-4744 (8-11-43), l'acArthur to G/S WD» #3-7600, 8 Nov. 43; 90th
Lomb Gn., 470th Figater Gn., Bth Fighter Gn., and 9th Fighter 3q..,
Fora 3413, 7-13 Jow, 433 39th Figater 8g., LOH, 7 Nov. 43; 43lst
Tignter 8., LUOR, ¢ Tov. 43; 318th 3omb Sa., Narrative !ission
Rerort /SR, To. 211-00, 9 lov. 43; 400th Bowb Sg., SMR No, 310-G,
8 Zov, 43. Three P-33's were loct.

13. Incoming cables, laciriiur to C/3 VD, 6048 (10-11-43), #0-7660, 10 ov.

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
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43; 6781 (11-11-43), ;0-7706, 11 Hov. 43; and 7447 (12-11-43),
=7 ¢57, 12 Nov, 43, Turther dabs muay be found in 65th and 4034
Bomb Sqs,., Form 34's, 7-13 liov. 43, and in 4034 Bosb Sg., WMR
Fo, 831-L, 10 Tov. 43, One B-24& wasg lost.
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14.

~ 15,

16.

17,
18.

19,

a1,

22
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AATHS-43 . Totes, Chen, II 2 T

E“S &L-‘ [P P )inj’v uﬂryﬁﬁ
Cl~IH~675L (L1-11-43), Uacsrthur to 0/S VD, ¥6-7706, 11 lov. 43,

434, and 90th Boub Gps., Form 34's, 7-13 Uov. 43; B64bh Bomb Sq.,
m:fR 1:0. 314-6‘, 12 E:OVO 43.

CI-IN-7823 (13-11-43), lacirthur to C¢/S WD, +0-7744, 13 Fov, 43,
The eneny lost one crulser and two destro rers sunz, one crudsger and
one destroysr daraged, JIbigd.

1blgd.

Incoming eables, lacArthur to G/S VD, 3179 (5-12-43), #0-8546,
5 Dee. 433 3700 (6-12-43), #3-B578, 6 Dec. 43; and 5152 (8-12—43)
~0-8653, 8 Dea. 43,

The 34 Bom‘b Gm. (L) atbacked Gasmata on 6 Amril 42, Army Aly Forces
ip the Yar Acalneb Japan. 1941-1242, ». 81.

Maw, Janznese intlaircraft Installations in Hew Britaln, 1n History
of Fifth Alxr Forxce, Part III, Lov. 11X, Doc., Ho. 19,

Isung os, 180 (27 Cet. 43), 151 (30 Oct. 43), 182 (3 Tov. 43), and

163 (6 I'ov. 43); incoming eables, UnmcArthur to 0/5 WD, 194 (1-11.43),
#0-7329, 1 Tov, 43; 33853 (5_11-43), 707507, 6 Fov. 43; 4245 (7-11-4%),
A3-7554, 7 YVov. 43- 4744 (B-11-43), :0-760u, 8 liov. 4,-3; 8731 (11-11-43),
AO=-7706, 11 Lov. 4:5- 10413 (1?-11-4}, T,:c..'?saol, 17 Nov. 43; and

11025 (18-11-46), #0=7949, 18 Tov. 43,

2ald wenther vrevenbed nhotography. 9U%h Bomb So., WR o, 316-00,
15 -\t°'r' 43.

11 P-40's dropned 12 x 500-1b, bowmbs, OC1wIl=11025 (18-11-43),
lnesirthur to /S WD, 0-7949, 18 lov. 43.

LHR's a5 follows: 22d Bonb Go., Yo. 335-B, 28 Zov., 48; 38th Bomb
Gp., lio, 826-rH, 22 Nov. 43; 43& Jomb Gp,, lios. 323-0 (ao Tov. 45,
325-¢ (22 Yov. 43), 37-L (34 Yov, 43)3 90tk Bomb Gnw,, lfos, 323-G
(20 Tow. 43), 324-I (2L Tov. 43), and 320-I (26 Nov. 43), Data in
these renorts have been caecled agpinst the Form 34's for the perlods
14.20 and 21-27 Nov, 43,

Sumnry of Fifth Ailr Force Strikes
Gaspatas Arenr, Hlng Ring Plantation, and Lindennsfen Plantation
2)=26 Liovember 1943

Iate tn., Yo. & type Base Tarcet o, & welght of
of afc bombs
20 Jov 43 25 Ba24 Jacitson  Ring Fing Pin 44x7100; 88x1,000
90 P25 B-p4 Vard's Fing Ring Pin 280x1.00; 135xL,000
21 Tovr 90 24 B-24 Tard's Ring Hinz Tillage 480x100; 96x1,000

,‘__,.ﬁ,
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Date Go. Ho. & tyne 3Ianse Target Ho. & welght
of afe of bombs

25.

29,

20.
21,

a3z,

22 Tov 43 22 3-24 Jacikzson Gasmota & Agur Ie. 440x100; 9621,000
22 21 3-25 Dobedura Gagsmnita Alrdrome  126xB0D
88 42 Bu2o Turand Lindenhafen rin &
Agur Is. §95x100
24 Nov 43 24 D=4 Jeckron  Ring Binz Pin 840x100; 22x1,000
26 ov 90 15 B.n4 Vard's Lindenhafen F£in 513x100

Losses were slight from these atbtacks. On 22 Tovember 1943, the 8224
Bombardaent Scuadron logt one B-24, The B=P5Jul's and 1-1'g were
strefers, having elght forward-firing .50-cal. machine puns: the
B-2B3's still had 75-wa, crmmon and four forward-firing .50-cal.
machine guns. On 23 Tovewber 1943, four FAAT Bezuforts dropped 8 x
500~ and & x 250-1b. bonmbs on itne fasuata dumps, Ol-IL-14733
(26-11.43), Hacirthur %o G/S, WD, »0-8164, 24 lov. 43,

Incomlnz cables, llmeArthur to GfS VD, Ilos. 1081 (2-12-43), £-8442,
2 Dec. 43; 1473 (B-12-43), ,0-u477, 3 Dec. 43; 3173 (5-12-43),
»0-8848, 5 Dec, 43; 3700 (6«12-43), ,;0-8576, 6 Dec. 433 4364
(7-12-43) , :0-8510, 7 Dec. 43; 56233 (9=13-45), :0-5578, 9 Dec. 43:
7012 (11-12-43), 33-5738, 11 Dec. 43; 8216 (1.3-12-4%3), #0A-77: and
£8B1 (14=12-43), :a°-1682, 14 Pec. 43,

499th Bond Sq., LE Do, 339.L, 7 Deec. 43,
8% Boxb 8¢., -.R, 8 Teg., 43,

Ihe narrative mission renorts contain such statements ss the follow-
ing: WBoubing was oxeellent bub no dam~go wos believed cauged. !
498th 3Zoub Sa., 0. 336-G, 3 Dec. 43. YResults other then bomb
explosionsg eould rot be ascertoined because of tne thier nuburs of
the wdergroia vreveiling in the target, bus 1% is estinmated that
much demoze vas Inflieted on any dumps or stores that misat hove
oeen in tue arem.® 19tk Bowe Sa,, lo, 351-3%, 18 Tee. 43. fThe
exnet ~ignificance of tnis tarzet wus not riven to us, but it couvld
bo assuned froa the trachk traversing it that the ‘supnlies’' were
loented thore, Our bombs, bursting throughout the area, started

no fires ond it szems doubtful that anrthing of value wan destroyed.
Yor sheer tree-splitiing, however, the mission was mnenificent, "
<033 3orh Sq., .o, 330G, 22 Dee, 43,

Isung Kos, 146 (13 Och. 43), 147 (1o Cet. 43), 149 (23 Cet. 43),
151 (%0 Oct. 43), 162 (¥ Nov, 43), and 153 (6 Lov. 43).

%34 Bomb Sq., sis No, 38233, 29 Tov. 45,
19th 3omb Ba., 4E Jo. BI2-BB, 29 low. 43,

408th Zomb Sq¢., MR Ho. 334-3A, 1 Dec. 43.
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38th and 345th Bomo tpsg., obR's Ho. 335-G, 3 Dee. 45, The 4324
Fighter Squedron covered with 11 P=38's, Form 34, 28 lov,.-4Tec, 43,
The Fe20's dropned 431 x S0U-1p, bomde, exnended 15,535 rounds of

e EDmczl, , 74,680 rounds of LB0=cal., and 96 rounds of 75.mm.
ammunl tion.

Beport of Texberity Cperstion, n. 8.

43@ and 380th Bomd Gps., LNE's Lio. 346-ID, 14 Lec. 43. The 525tk
and 830th Borbardunent Soundronc of the 380th Bombardment Group were
stationed al Lobodura to parbtlcipate in nrepmeration for Cperation
LARSEEILY, For detalls of this sirike, ses n. 41 below.

36th Boub Gwv,., wiiR Jo. 34€-I0, 14 Dec., 43. Tho 7lst Bombardment
Squadron dromvwed 1b of its 3D0-1b. boube on Iue Islend and the 8224
Bowbardment fgusndron kit lalinsus Igland at the Tulus Liver mouth
with 36 of 42 x 300~1b, Dombs,

38th Pomb Gp., uld's Yo, T46-Z1, 14 Dee. 43; S0th Zomb Go., HR's
1?01 3‘6_'S~D, 14: 390. &3-

224 B2omb Gn,, Toxn Id's, 12-18 Dee. 473 and ibL's o, 347-08, 14 Dec.
43, The 19th Bombsriment Sgqvadron, flging F-26's, dropwed 28 of its
27 x 1,C00-1b, borbs on the target; the 334 Zorbardment Squndron
claimed 6 to 1b hitg cut of 33 x 1,000-1b, bombe dropped; the 24
Zombardrnent fquadron hit the north dlapergal ares and the lagoon;
theDbtth Foubardnent Sovadron reported 20 wer cent in the digperssl
arese,

38th Boxd Gp., 1R's To.
Do, 347-J, 1b Dec. 43.

247-H, 15 Lee, 43; 90th Tomb Go., Ilk's

434 Tomo Gp,, weH's Jo, 347-DD, 16 Dee., 433 3£0th Bowb Gn,, lR's
L0, FA7-0G, 14 Dec, 43; 3d 2omd Gov., WR's o, 347-BH, 14 Dec., 43;
345th Bombd Go., WE's Jo. Z47-I1, 15 Dee. 43, During the night of
14-15 Decemoer 1943, 12 FLAT Bezuforie bombed Vunmalrennu., I-I5-10212
(16-12-43), !mcérthur to CfS WD, CA-85, 16 Tec. 43,

e folloving table nrovides date on FALth Air Force bomber striles
in the Gacoate and Arcwe areas on 13 and 14 Decexber 43. Iaota was
couplled fron Tarratlve Llsslon Peworts and Form 34's for the veriod
12.1b Dec=mber 1943, Strafing by escordin: firhter mnlares 1s not
ixcluded in this table.

Date Grown To. of Taxgeb Yo, & Wi, of bombs Rdg. of aamunition
afc 250 300 500 1,000 %0 .50
13 4% 17 3-24 Iinderhafen Pén, 102
Lec 90 26 B-24¢ Ring Fing Pin. 166
380 17 3-24 ILinderhafen Pin. 135
38 26 P-26 Iinderhafen Fia. . 154 6,625 29,565
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Chizon,

Dave CGroup Yo. of Target Fo. & wt, of borbs Rds. of aumunition
afe 280 300 BOO 1,000  ,20 .E
13 3485 24 B-25 Ring Ring Ptn., 1E9 11,900* 51,140
Tec etc.
14 43 36 B-2%4 Amalub Pin, 204
Yac 90 28 B-24 Pilelo Island 208
650 37 B-24 Armolut Pin. 262
38 2B B-25 Arave Islends 168 7,025 31,8%0
3 W1 A-20 Avalub Pin, 118 51 &% b 12,116
345 36 B-20 Aralnt Pin. 234 18,060 56,440
a)
22 3?. g‘ﬁ? Goemate Alrdrome 120
—ce Doms el
TFOTALSS 100 B-24 116 7€6 87 1,178 43,600 183,151
9 E-26
893 Rezb a Also synended 72 x 7B-wum. chelle.
7L A=20 b Alsec expended 168 x 20~mmu., chells,

Isux Yo. 164 (15 Tec, 43), p. 1.
Igur Yo. 165 (18 Dee. 43), ». 1.

112th Cexelry Fegt., Historieal Feport 24 lov, 43 to 10 Teb, 44
[i12th Covelry Zemor 1/, pr. 1-5, in 360 inalysis Files, 91-71.1
(1792). The let Squadron, lese Troovg A and 3 bub vlug englneers

ard service trocws, was to come in 2t H plug 30 minutes; the artillery
and snflnireraft urite were due fror Canme Cretin in L""'s and LOMTg

at H »wlus 2 hours. TRenort of Dexterity Operation, m., 9.

i12th Cavalry Renor:, m. 5.

Ivld., p. 6. %hils source élsarrees with Fenort of Dexterity Cnorstion,
». 8, in minor wolnte. The former has the U.S... Sands sileneing the
gons, one of which was saldé to e a 20-mm, A4 vieco; the latter has
the boats getting to within B0 yards of shore, remorits the Javanese

A4 mlecs as 37-mu,., and credits a desbroyer wilh sllencing enemy fire.

112th lavalry Regt., 8.3 Journal, Operations Tiary, 24 Nov, 45-

10 Feb. 44, ». 2, in AK dnalyele Files, 91-71.3 (1792-d); Renort
of Dexterity Overztion, ». 8.
113ta Cavelry Regt., 5-3 Journal, Operations Dicry, o, 2. uhe men

debsrired into 14 Buffunloes and 24 Alligctors,
Oneratlon, n. 8.

Eeport of Lexterity

11%%h Cavslyy Revort, m. 63 Fepori of Iexterity Cvmeration, . 8,

13th Bomb £q., «I7 Lo, 348-a4, 15 Dec. 45, and Jorm 34, 12-18 Dec.
43, Lhe 1l2th Cavalry Regimeat's §-8 Jourmal, Overations Diary,

n. 2, staten: The vench was borbed zmé. stm;fed by B-85 litchell
borbers &.uring., the prcceq; ,gf.‘ el Lhere is no record whatever

r Ukl'ﬁ ¥ ;\1 u" TS vkl .
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AATHE-AZ, Hotes, Chow, LI
of such an attack in any NiH's or the Torm 34's. The beach itself
wze neithar bombed nor strafed.

51. 112th Cavalry Fevort, ». 7. Casualties for the doy were: Allled,

13 killed, 25 wounded, and 29 missing; Jawancse, 60 killed,
CL-II-20210 (10-11-43), laeArthur $o Of8 UD, ;:0A-85, 16 Dec. 43,

52, EJlst Bond So., BB urnunbered, 16 Iec. 43. She squadron tool: off
from Sehyimmer in the afternocon of 14 December and staged at Dovodura
Tor its Arave mission, Ikid.

63, Hgtory, Bth Tsetical Alr Communications £q., ». 40.

5&, 11Zth Cavelry renort, n. 7.

55, 4324 Fighter Su., Form 34, 12-18 Lec. 43.

56, 43let Fignter 8q., Form 34, 12-18 Dec. 43,

57, 501st Romb So., IR wmumbersd, 16 Dec. 43. Thie report states that
ne friendly fighters were geen at the time of the attacks,

58, 1lzth 5-3 Jowrnazl, Overations Dlury, p. 3. ihe communicue reports
no shdpoing losses. 0ul-IU-10213 (16-132-43,, Macirthur to C/S WD,
+LA=BE, 16 Dec, 43,

59, 34let and 4334 Fighter Sos., Form 34's, 12-18 Dec. 43.

680, Tour P-3B's of 4354 Fighter Squadron destroyed one 7eke at 1115,
Poru 34, 12-18 Dec. 43. The following table, cormiled from Form 34's,
12-18 Tec. 43, sbows detalls of fifoter action oh Z-day:

Tirhter Cover and Patrols, Arave, 15 Dec. 43
(Zffective sorties only)

Sa. Yo. of afe Time of  Rase Ircidents
talzeolf
432 4 P=38 0615 Iobodura Ecn to urave, Open Jday, Wide Zay,
Bnbanl
432 9 P-338 0645 Totodura Yo slghtings
431 12 P.38 0705  Dovodwra Slghted 12 Zeken, 10 Bettys, 20

Oegeors, At 0845, 1 flight 1 of
Didmovn attacked by about 12
4ekes: P-353's avolded combat.

aABs 2 =38 0741 Dobodura Patrol north coast, Wide Bay,
Opon Eay
341 18 P47 0845 Finsckuafen Avave patrol, no gightings
438 3 =38 0210  Dopodura Serarible over convoy, ho
sigzhtings
433 4 Pmd 0245 Douocdura Degtroyed 1 Zeke at 1115.
80 1B P-38 0955 Bo’cod.u.ra. Arave patrol, no sighiings

R, Lo - ~— (i
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Sa, Yo. of afe fime of Base Incidents

tal-eofd
340 8 P-47 1010 Dobodura Arowe wobrot, no sightings
452 4 238 1045 Dobodurs Patrol shipping, no sightings
342 16 P47 1115 Tinschhafen Arawe patrol, no sightings

340 8 247 1130 Douodura Arawve nabrol te 1420, then cover
for bombers over Cove Gloucester

Su 12 Y38 1135 Touodura, Arawe natrel, no sishtings

433 4 P38 11,50 Iovedura Patrol western New Britain,
ineomplate

431 10 P-3& 1310 Dobodursa Arawve patrol, no gsignhtings
4353 4 Fn3l 1445 Dobodurs Figat vith 30 Zelzes, 12 Bebtys
and Sallys a% 1800

112tk Cavalry Regb., 3-8 Journal, Operations Iiary, ». 11,
89th Borb Sq., LR Vo, Z48~0G, 17 Tec. 43,

8%h zmd S0tn Somb Sqs., lln's no. BL2-IL, 20 Dec, 43.

8th and 8utk 2o 8gs., «lR's To. 3881, 21 Dec, 43,
Report of Pexterity Coeration, p. 9.

89th and 90th Bomb Sgn., «lR's o, BE8-ii, 25 Dec, 43,
112%h Cavalry Revort, ». 11.

Eemort of Iexterity Cperstion, w». 9.

Tne folloving exmiples sre illustrative: on 16 December 1943, Hwo
-exufignters, destroyed five barges off (ame Hoszins on tre north
coast while tuo PAAT A-R0's dapnged two borges abt Cane Damnier on
the gouth coast (JI-INN-10376 ﬁ.'i-lM@ij, I'achrthur to G/S WD, wCA-8Y,
17 Tec. 43); on 23 Decemper 1943, nine B-26D-L1Y'r, 1lith Homoerdment
Squedro::, searched the cocet from Cnol, near irawe, wesi to Cane
wushing and nrobably destroyed two barges (13th bomd Sq., -E Vo.
361-EL, 23 Dec. 43); on 15 Janunry 1944, three B-20D-l's on a sweep
along the south coast, strafed villages, bridges and gun vositions
from Ting Ring Pluontation to J-ecvinot Bay bub found no barges
(800th Zomd 3q., w2 o, 15-Iw1l, 16 Jan. 44),

Form 34, 2-8 Jan. 44, Gilnit Village was alt by four 3-24's on
14 Jamvary 1944 with 48 x 500-1b, bombs wnen lalktaron Village south-

west of Iorgen 3ay, ias elased In, 3204h Bomb Sg,, R Lo, 14-I-1,
15 Jan. 44,

Inco.ing cables, laeirthur to C/5 VD, 12884 (20-12-43), -GA-104,
20 Dec. 43, and 15381 {24-12-47), 0A-122, 24 Dec. 43,

B p}g.mm Ak
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The following tavle, compiled from «IH's and Porr: 34's, shows the
vriveinal Fiftih Alr rorce bomving and strafing attaciks in the Arawe
ares apd along the south coast from 16 December 1943 to 2. January
1944,

Ads. of
Date Grown Yo. of Vorpet tlo, & V6. of bowbs Ammumition
afe 100 250 300 500 1,000 LEO

16 Dec 3 6 A-20 Barpe sweep
13 Iec 3 21 A-20 Sigul-Pulie B. area 71 20,180
22 Dec 3 19 420 ¢ @ i 24 42 21,160
25 Lee 3 18 A=20 W i n 1 52 31 21,825
27 Tec 3 & 4-~20 Tidmop Village 31 18,550
28 Dec 3 2 B-25 Carpge sves 2 2,800

&5

7 Jan 3 12 A-20 3 end of Auslut Pin, 4 44 17,840
8 Jan & 6 4=30 Didmop Village 23 1C,000
8 Jan 822 8 B~20 Didmon Tillage 48

8 Jar 22 10 B=2J Untinralu area 54
13 Jan 4 10 4-20 Dldmon Tillage 48 12,880
lé Jan 90 7 Ba34 Gdlnit ond Iagan &1
15 Jan 345 3 B-35 Barge sween 12 6,5502
16 Jem 48 16 =24 3 end of Amalub Pin. 136
16 Jen 345 20 ®-25 L u 14 56 80 30,195°
29 Jan 3 36 A-20 Cure sushing area € 1141 55,040

a 700 rounds of .&0~cal, ammumition also exnenied.
o 6,100 rounds of .30-cal. armunition zlso expended.

89th Bowb 3q., MR Vo, 7-I-L, 8 Jan., 44; Form 34, 2-8 Jan, 44, The
crevw of the A-20 wns saved, Ten B-25's bombed the same target on

8 Jarusry 1944 with consilarchle success, 334 Jowb Sq., Torm 34,
28 Jan. 4,

O4th, 65th, and 4034 bLomb 3qs., «iiB's Fpo, 16wsi-1l, 17 Jun. 41 and
Tora 34's, 16-22 Jan. 44,

S00th nnd E01nt Somd Sgs., Foru 34's, 16-23 Jan. 44 and fGMiR's Do, 16-3-1,
16 ~nd 17 Jon. 44. These two sources disagree on bomd loads,

Beqrort of Dexterity Operstion, m. 10,

8th and U0tz Bomb Sovs., -ilR's lo. 20-2-1, 20 Jan. 44, Twenty-four

4-20ts bozlded ond strafed villages, mlantoations, trails, and bridses
in a sween noruss Jev Britaln and osack, A mocknt of Janmnese troons
nenr Grve Jusalng revreated to the noritheast ofter 36 A-20's dromied
36 tom~ of bombe in the rren, ¥d Bond Gv., “orm 34ts, 23-27 Jan. 44,

Lemort of Dexberity COneration, ». 10.

L K WS D T T
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Incoains cablas, MncArthur to G/S WD, 12824 (13-3-44), 0-3045,

13 larch 44; 130632 (19-3-44), $~3082, 19 lhrch 44; and 14343
(0-3-4%), umnuwnsered, 20 larch 4%, The 40th Division in tura was
reliaved by the Austrollan Tifth Iivision oo 27 Uoveuber 18944, 40th
Infantry Div., Jaekbender COneration Renord Anril 28 o lovanber 27
1944, oo, 9, 11, in AGD Arelysis Tiles, 340-33.4 (10137).

Forn 34's, 12~13 Jee, 43, 19-28 Tec. 43, ond 25 Tec, 43-1 Jan, 44,

Iga1 o, 167 (26 Dee. 43}, o. 18. It was oxnected that the Japanese
vould nwvorase 125 to 124 gortles dadly after 15 Deceaver, Actually,
the mambder varied fron Y to 111, vith an average of 53, [hid., igat
ralds wero the rule.

Renort of Doxberliiy Cnerntlon, "Lessons Tecrned,! =, 7.

431at Flchier 3q., Indlviéual Covful Tenorts, (dasion lin, 1-123,

17 Dec. 43 and JGUR, 17 Dec. 43; 4834 Tighter Sa,, Torm 34, 18-13

Lec, 43, Dhe 4324 Figuter 5¢., escortlane bombesrs to G:a.pe Gloucestar,
zot one flphéer of this total, rnd one provable. Indlvidunl Comoat
Terorbg, lission To, 2-135, 15 Dec. 43,

342d Pishter 5q., =»CR's, 21-22 Dec. 48,
1=10-11810 (13-12-43), Jeourthur to G/S b, AA-D6, 13 Dec., 43.

B341st Tighter 99., »CR, 18 Dsc, 48, Khls uwaltls Forw 34, 12-18 Dee,
43, reporte sixz Vols and two Usears desbtrovad,

4334 Fimter 3Sa,, L0x, 13 Dee, 43; Tor.: 34, 12-18 Dee, 43,
346 somb Sa., wiid Yo, 352-T7, 19 Des. 43.

3424 Figater Sa,, -0, 23 Dee. 43, enel, ~23 in History, 3424 Fighter
S0., 1 July 43-3%F Jan. 44. Fhe nresent writer belleves this comment
was meant to e 2 saresgiic gnarl directed to the lrawe controller
vho wng by no nmenns infallible, In the afternoin of 17 Decerber 1843,
for exarmla, the Araiyiée controller renorted eignt P-47'as of 3424
Flghter Sqoadron ng Zeros nnd crused Ameriesn AL units at Arswe fo
fire on then, 347 Figater So., Forw 34, 12-18 Dee. 43.

34zd Tigater Sa., «CR, 23 Yee. 43,

J41st Tishber So., ~¢R, hissioz lo. 140, 27 Dec., 43; 3404h Fighter
S, , ~GOH, 'dssion o, 0-18, 27 Dec., 43: TFor: 34's, 19-35 Deq. 43,

112th Cavelry Best., 5-3 Jouwrnal.

Sot-ﬁ’ 3"Oth an& 3‘4130’ Fii,hter ﬁﬂso ] ...01‘5-1 d"': S’ J"‘B Jano %-

[ N
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4AGT Zoard Tewort, SiEa Ho. 6, tiirvorae Sumoly during the Arswe and
Jane Gloucesbsr Operationz ln the Southuest Pacific Avea," 7 Feh, 44
LAGE' Benort Jo. _fg, 7, 5, in AGD dnelysis Files, 4-2.5/44 (1873):
Rewort of Dextberity Umerntion, v. 16.

A6 Eewort Ua, 6, w», 1 334 and 408th 2oab Sos., oxm 34's, 12-13
Lec. 43.

A Eenort Wo. B, m. 7.
ibid., wo. 2-3.

ibig., »p. 3-4; Pexter Revort, p. 343 Listory, 39t Troop Corrier Sq.,
Jan. 43-Jan. 44, n. LXEL. Thess drons wers not very satisfnctory.
Inexmerlenced versonnel and poorly desiymated dron arsas were
ressonslble.
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Chanter 11X
1., Dextor Benort, ». 12; Eenort of Dexterity Operciion, p. 10.
2. Dexter Eesort, m. 12,
3. &34 Bomv Gp,, LlLR's o, $48-DD, 16 Dec. 43,
%4, 32Llst and 400%h Bomb Sgs., HR's Lo, 343-F, 16 Dec. 43.
8. ©819%h and 330th Bouo Sgs., «liR's Lo, 348-F, 16 Dee. 43.
8. 13 Boub 8q., MR Wo, 350-14, 18 Dec., 43,
7. 90%h Bomb Gn,, LIE's No, ¥50-T, 18 Dec, 43,

8. 80th Tighter Sq.,HCR., 18 Dec, 43, One of the enemy fighters was
shot dowm,

9., 90tk Bowb Gp., iER's llo, 351-X, 18-24 Dec. 43; 224 Boub Go,, HR's
To. $51-33, 18 Dec. 43 380%h Boab Gn,, LR's o, 351-DD, 19 Dec.
433 434 Bomb G, , WHMR's 1o, 351-32, 19-20 Dee, 43,

10, 65th 3omb 8q., Form 34, 12-13 Dec. 43,

11, Ibid.

12, 4034 Bowb Su., rorm 34, 123-18 Tec. 43,

13, 84Bth 3ombd Go., lilR's Jo. 357-IL, 24-25 Tec. 43,

14, B8ee 4Ano., 8 for statisties.

15. 24, 8th, asnd 403th Bomb S¢s., Form 34's, 12-85 Dec, 43.

16, Gl-IN-95232 (15-12-43), lacirthur to 8fS WD, <482, 15 Dee, 43,

17, Ol-1.-10Z12 (.6-12-43), Meesrthur to 0fS D, <€4A-85, 16 Dee. 43.
Seoven Beaufighiters strafed gfun nositlons, revetmants and Auwos a2t
Bormon, Lew Ircland on 15 Dececbar 1943, Ibld.

18, QU-I5-12183 (19-12-43), lacirthwr o /8 "D, -0i-99, 19 Dec. 43.

19, CH-IN-23249 (R21-12-43), lacirthur to §fS WD, 0A-108, 2L Dec, 43,

20. c::..nc.ma::s (28-12-43), iac.e;rthur to G/S D, :70A-197, 26 Dec, 43,
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Fror: 19 to 30 December 1943, the following attacks were carried out,
Alexighafen: 8Y B-25ts, 9 BuRG's, 1U P-47'g; Madang: 119 #-20hta,

24 B-36's, 27 Z=34's: Vewal: BS 8-25's. Inecoming eables, lnearthur
to CGf5 WD, 12664 (20-12-133), 70A-104, 20 Dec. 43; 13249 (21-12-43),
#CA-108, 21 Dec. 43; 14088 (22-12..3), =0A-113, 273 Dec., 43; 14578
(23-12-43), ~0A-115, 23 Dec. 43; 15281 (24-13-43), +0a-123, 2% Deec.
43; 16293 {26~12-43), -{$A-127, 26 Dec. 43; 16885 (27-12-43), #04-131,
27 Dec. 43; 17267 (28-12-43), ;CA-136, 28 Dec. 43; 17912 (99-12-43),
s0A-137, 29 Dec. 43; and 19283 (31-18-43), CA-146, 31 Dec. 43,

See incoming ccbles, Macarthur to GfS WD, ag above and 15801 (25-12-£3),
C4-12¢, 25 Dee, 43, and 18545 {(32-12-43), -0a-139, 30 Dec. 43, On

25 Tec, 43, & 90740 carrier force dropwed 32 tone of bombs and nine
torsedoes on shipning in Kavieng haroor and desbroyed one destroyer,

two larze merchrnt vessels, and three barges. O.-Il-16431 (27-13-43),
YogArthur to CfS WD, CA-129, 27 Des. 43,

Igam Tio, 171 (3 Jan, 4£&), ». 1,
Iswa Mo, 170 (8 Jrn. 44}, ». 1,

Allied Ceogramhical Secbion 84, “lLocality Stwdy of Cane Glousester,”
Zervoin Study lo. 63 (Pevised), 26 Aug. 48, w. 1, in A-2 Iib,,
¥-34532, »852.3,

Survey of fismare’: Archinslago, ». 19,

Feafs offshore about 10,000 yards werz a nevigqtional hazard, wut the
veaches were fimally selected ot 3Borgen Bay vecause fixed shore
defenses amiarently were absont, egreoce appeared satisfretory, surf
wae moderste, nnd they were beyond effective ronpe of enemy artillery
at Cane Gloueester, 1st larine Div,, Gloucester Renort, Fhage II,

n. 33 Jeventh Lxphib. Foree, Hewort, . L.

Woeslity Study of Quve G(loucesber," n, 11,

Ho. Bocikbender Tagz Fores, Cnerations Order No. 2-43, 14 Lov, 43,

in 1st llarine Div., Gloucester Ieport, Annex G. Phe asseult landing
force consisted of 7,690 troons; 3,350 were to coze in as Comoab
Yeam By enrlneerg, antialrerzft unlée anu others scheduled for D
plus 1 day numbered 2,400 Ionding Tean 21 had about 1,500, meking
o total of akout 15,000 trooms to land by D wmius 1. Eenort of
rexterity Ogerstion, ». 10,

feventh Awhlb, Force, Renort, v, 2.
st Varine DBlv., Gloucester Ievort, FPhase IT, n. 2; Seventh Ammhin,

Toree, Fenort, m. 7. Fear Adn. Danial E, B~rbey cormanded Task
Yorce 75.
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32, Soventh Aapckib. Force, Renarti‘ %&W&ig_"iﬁmg

. &3, Ioid., ro. 8-9., %Suyo heavy crulsers outside the reef fired 730 x 8-in.
shells on the airfleld from 060D o 0720; two light erulgers outgide
the resf {ired 2,000 = B-in. and 300 x 5-dn. ehells at Yellow Eeaches
and Target 5111 from 0625 to 0727 whille APV's moved inside the reefs
toward the beaches., Inglde the reef, two destroyers fired on 1ellow
Beaches, Target Hi1ll, znd Silimetl Pt. fronm O8BD to 0Y00 and resumed
from 0720 to 0727, firlag altozether 575 x 5-in. shells. Ihid.:
Eenort of Dexterity Cnerntion, p. 11; Lot llarloe Dlv., Glouwcester
Renort, Fease II, n. 3.

34, 434 Bombd CGv,., siB's Lo. 359-J7, 26-20 Dec. 43; B80th Boxmo G, ,
Ju"iz‘i.s .&0 SBQ-HJI, 26"27 L‘ec. 43(

%8, BOOth 2omb Ba,, <X o, ZEY-I3, 27 Dec. 43.

36, Seventh Aumaib. Force, meport, ». 9; lst llarine Div., Gloncester
. secort, Faage 1I, m. 3.

37. Rae 49:th Bond 8q,, & o, 359-00, 28 Dee. 43, stabtes that borges
vere 23-B0 yards offshore when strafing ceaged; bub the lst Morine
biv,, Glouecester Fenort, Fhase I1, m, 3, dlsagrees. " he mediun
vombars eontinued to strafe tie coastal area until aszsaunlt Doats
were within 500 yards of the beaches.™ Uhs ares was stlll covered
with suocke &t 0900, 89th Bomb Sa., .ME g, 359.0%, 27 Dee. 43.

38, Seventh Anwhlb, Force, Rerort, m. 9. There were two rocket-firing
L3i's nreseat, only oms of waleh fired. Jgrother sowrce renoris
thot "two Duliws vlaced n rocket barrage on tae lsnding benches,V
. Kenort of Dexterity Oreration, p. 1l.

39. 1st lveine Div,, CGloueester Feword, Fhase II, ». 3:; Heport of Lialson
Gftricer, Col., Herzee O, Cusoman, Inf., with lst llarine Div.--26 Dec.
43 to 1 Jan. 44 [Cusmmen Penor_j 7. 5, in AGO Apalysis Files,
13-1,2612/43 (¥v0).

N £0. 1lst lMorine Div., Gloucesbter Faport, Passe IL, p. 4.
41. Seveath aiwonloe, Toree, desort, p. 7.

42, B3 Bomb @p., iid's Lo, 359-G%, 27 Dec. 43. The &9th Zombd Sq.,
scheduled for alert from 0845 to 0PL5, was ordered to leave at ©EBe
. beecause Janznege feros and Vals were renorted in the area,

£3, 1lst llarine Div,., Gloucegter Eesort, thare II, p. 43 i, J. B.
sonhan, lemorandun in Cushman Pesori, Aimmex €, ». l. Znemy casual-
. ties for the day were BD killed, 2 cantured., iarine lospes were 21
¥lled, 23 wo"mdeu. ~ 3T ;: ‘%
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400th Boab Sg., Mk Wo, 35%-uui, 2¢ Dee, 43.

1st larine Div., Gloucestecr Penort, Phase 1I, Part II, mo. le4;
13th Boub Sq., SUR Ko. &59-TF, 26 Dec. 43; Tack Groun 76,3, Bombard-
ment and Ianding Overatlicn at Touwall (Cace Gloucester), Wew Eritaln,
26 Dec. 43, U,5.5. Zeid Action Revort, Scrlal 025 [T6 76.3, Resort/,
o, 1+2, in AGD Analysls Tiles, 6-6.2612/43 (7¥6); Denort of
Pexterity Cperation, p. 1%, The only sismificant action st Tausli
“ occurred during the nigzht of 28-30 Tecerber vhen the 3d Coupany,
£34 Ferdment made o desvercie attack agninst the llzrire's werineter.
The Jemmnese lost 893 Billed vwalle llarine carurliles were © killed and
17 wounded (Llst !arine Ilv,, Glovcester Ferort, Phese II, Part II,
nm, 3-4). At LEED on I0 December 1943, 12 A-D0's, 8tk Dombardment
Souadron, vombed artilleryr wositions in o »alm grove ot Logeon Pi. by
exinping 33 z DEC-1b. bombe off the water. 8tz Bomb So., LIE Lo,
3€3~3T, 31 Dec. 43, On b Janvary 1944, Loxding Yeam 2L rejolned its
resiment in the airdrome sector (Femort of Dexterity Omeraticnm, m. 13),
and ICI0y noved its eculwnent to Canre Glovecster dwriny the weriod
. 7 t0 11 Jonuary. Yet Harine Div., Gloucester Renort, Phnge IT,
Fart II, n, B. The dote of the junction of tha two forces ig given
Bth Zreticol Alr Commmieatlons 8¢., m. 57,

™
[ 4]

e 10 Jan, 44 in History

.

£6. lIhdd.

47, Ibid., np. 49-ED; Zenort of Dexterity Coeerstlon, n. 133 lLexter Eevort,

v, 163 Flstory, 334 Tlshter Control Bo,, 11 Tec, 41 o 31 March 44,
De B. Alr linirson ocartles are descrived as follows 1x Advon Fifth
Alr Force, Cperations llemorandun .umber 4, B Teb, 44, in History of
Mfth Alr Yorce, «art Iil, Ayo. II, Toc. lLio, 24: WIn order thet re-
gueste for dirveet air sueword from 21l mrmy forees con be mronerly
evelunted, nlanned and execubted; nud in order to reduce gignal

. commundentions lag to a winirunm, the followlny systen hos been de-
viged nnd ig nwublicked for the juidance of all concerned.

Hl, QGepersl: All reguests for cooverabtive gtrixe miggions, recou-
noiesznee flizshts or sorties, fighter covor, artillery adjustment
obeervatlon, aerivl nhotesrarhs, emergencr air sunoly, and the like,
originnting: at allied ground force headounrters enguged in cotioat

. will be esordinnted through Ar Iialson forty chennels, excect where
othervige snecificelly direceted oy exicting Unerations Orders and
Sigmel Overntions Ilastruetlons.
: g, Heondouerbers, Advence Zchelon, Fifth Alr Force will
nrovide aovpronriste ground headouarters wlth an Alr Iialeon
Porty. The officer in charge of this warty is an Ascletant,
~ Ae3, of this Headeuwnrters znd will revresent the Leputy
Commnnder, Advance Jehelon, ¥ifth Alr Force., Hig dutles will
re, ag ig fmmlied by officisl designstion, linison In itg

oroadest gense.

~ Wb, The alr Bisleon Party Fet is the communieations link
between ull grourd forces in the field and the Advance lchelon,
Fifth Air Foree. Also 1% 1z a communicatlons linmc between the

¥

Ty

o . SO SR
SEQUREEY Uit Y L

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958
—

ALTHS-43, tiobes, Cham, I1I ggﬁ b2 T Wmm,,

U o Sl

" Cround Torees ané mll Alr Taegk Forces., It will slso be
avellable for the trenesmigsion of emergency trzffic such as
. air roid informaition ond flagh intelligence.
e, In the event of failvre of ground commmications the Air
Linicon Party ray act ag o relay station end handle urgent
overaitional and informstion messases between the ground eommaonds
conecrned, However thie orocedurs will de followed only when
energency Gictates.
2. a.40r Disison Party: Jorrmliy an Air Iinison Ferty will coneict
of tuo officers and eight to ten enllsted men, all of wkhom are
Alr Uorns mersonnel. Ghe senlor officer is known sg the Alr
Iinison Party Officer (AIF0) ané lg resnongivle for wrover
lizison between Alr Force Headgunrbers axd the orgsnirzatlon
to which his Alr Liaigon Farty is attsched, He 1z slso regvon-
gible for all natiers mertalning to the aduministration of the
narty. The assietent narty officer wlll asssist in this resvect
and have other attendant dubles., The enlisted versonnel will
consist of radlo omerators and wechemles, cryptogravhers and
. one or two basies or drivers,
o, ZDondpwent: An Lir Licisom Fard: ls eqmuloned with two
or more radio sete mounted in vehicles. The naoture of the
oneration tkat it is to vartieinate in controls in this regard
ar 2 narty is eguinped to meet tho exdgzencies of a mertieulsr
situntion. ‘hen necesegary an Air Lisison varsy ean ve
cormletely airoorne.
te, Adnipistraglon: An Alr Tislson Party ie self contained in
tart its persomnel, equirment, clothing, weanmons, ete., are
sovolled by 1ts v-rent Alr Corvs orgnization, (to wit: asr
Sunnort Comtrol Soumdron). wuouvever when nn 4lr Idaison Farty
is abbached bt & ground force headousrbers it is exneched ithat
' the narty will be cuwertered and messed with that ground or-
goniration, !

48, . idence in tals matier ig Gifficult to reconcile. O(ne source states,
5 large nuwaver of enemy aireraft aorrosched Gloucester at C¥00/D
out swung soubh before ercountoring our fighiers ano carried out an
attacs nt Arawe wanlen asvperently hnod been wresrranced. If he had
v imour of the Gloucester landing by 0830/D, vhich seene certain, it
gopears that ke was unaole to divert the Arawe strile to the fer nore
wrornising and urgent torgets at Gloucester," Seventh Amohid, Yorece.
. Eevort, p. 10. The gommuicue riabes: Mver 10 enemy airerafi
reporbed over area LArang worndng December 26, left direction Gane
Gloucester diverted by Allied fi hbters bowards Rubaul.® 0.1-I¥-1€685
“ (27-12-43), Yachrthur to C/2 D, S4-13L, 27 Dec., 43. Thus, the lavy
rezords this force en roube to Arawe; the cable revorts the mlanes
goling; townrd Glowcester amd Fabaul. The S2lst Bomb Sq., in its iR
de. Z69-IL, 37 Tec, 43, vevorbs huvine sipghbted four vossible Vals
~ gtarting b0 sttack VU, 3. landinsg craft at Capve (loucester abt 0904,
26 Tecember 1943, There was no abback ab irawe, bub on 27 Decewber
1943, such a .,j:rix:e ag rgpp;ﬁad,@v the lnvy for 26 .'L‘ecember agtually
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did occur., lloreover, a careful search of Torm 34's reveals no
reference to any such forece at Jorgen Bay in the morning of
26 Decexber,

431t Fighter Sq., u0s, 27 Dee. 43.
80tk Figonter Sq., LUR Lo, 278, 26 Dec, 43,

Ibid.s 431et Fighter %a., «UR Mo, 1-14%, 27 Dee. A3; 36%h Figater Bq.,
10 Lo. 2, 26 Bec. 43; 35th Tighter ‘ﬂ., LGR Ho. 5—4 26 Dec, 433
Seventlk Aswhlb. Forece, Resort, m. 10, Cne of the Vals was shot down
by navel Al :t‘ire. but this same fire vrevenited the 4334 Fighter
Souvadron's 1t P=E8'¢ from attaching the Vals, Form 34, 26 Tec. 43~

1 Jan. 4<,

E00th Porb 8q,, ot Do, 359-KX, 26 Dec. 43,
lgt larine Div., Gloucester Tenort, thase II, n. 5,

600th Bord BSa,, LMR Np, 300.XK, 26 Dee, 43, LSY lip, 465 is credited
with one E-F6 which, wson being in flames, drouped its bombs over
one of the shore batteries :md killed two officers and wounded two
enligted men., l&j. Harry 4. Stella, memorandws, in (ushmen Renort,
dmnex &y w, 2.

341st Figuter Sq., -0 Lo, 2-29, 26 Dec. 43; Seventh Amvhid. Torce,
rewort, n. 10. This last source says that there were 18 torpedo
sombers, all of which werce shot dovm.

3424 Fignter 8q., LUR o, 2-29, 26 Dee, 43,

B40th Fignter So., L0n no, Ow2B, 31 Dee, 433 3424 Fighter 8q., LR
Lo. 2-41, 31 Dec. 4%; 35th FTighter Sq., «wi, 31 Dac. 43.

Zemort of Dexterity Omerstion, m. 11l. Another source states that
tre S5th llorines, less one~aalf of the 3d sattalion, arrived on 29
Lecenber., Cusbman Rewors, . 3. 8%till snother source hag two
sattelions arcriviag on 39 Decechber. 1llaj. J. B. Bonhan, Nemorsmdum
in Gusbmon Feoort, Anmnex ¢, m, 2. The Penort of Dexterity Operation
is the vest aubhority in tkls czse,

Yej. J. B. Bonhas, wmemorandum, in Cusbman Fenort, Amnex ¢, np. 1-2.
8tk end S0tk Bomd Sos., R Ho, ZC1-AA, 29 Dec, 43, IBight 2-47's
storted to atbuck the 4-20's bubt broke off before doing any damage,
5till, "our wllots did moet avnrecizie the fact that our fighters
could not immedistely recosnize an A-20.7

I2j. J. E, 3opham, llemorandum in Cushmon Fevort, Annex ¢, o. 2.
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20th Bomb Go,, wHR's To. 362-0C, 30 Dec. 43; 380th Bomb Gp., LiR's
w0, %62-DD, 28 Dee. 43: 43& Borh Go., iR o, 362-38, 50 Dec. 43~
2 Jan., 44, fwo squadrons of r=4/'s provided ares cover,

1uth snd %34 3ozd Sas., LE's No. Z62-TF, 29 Dec. 43; 345th 3omb
G‘po 1] -i-f:m Z-ID. 36:5-&:"] 29"30 Beﬂ- ‘.‘:3-

428th Borb S0., 5 S0, 302-GG, 29 Tec, 43,
1st llzrine Div., Gloucester Revort, fhase II, »u, 7-1il,

Revort of Dexberity Cneration, v. 12. Iong Island, vhich lies about
50 miles northecst of Salder, lew Culnca, was cantured by Commany 3,
B42& inmgineer Soat and Szore Reglument (reinforced) without opwosition
aftor lendings during the night of 25-26 December 1943, A radar
slation vrs ingtalled southk of (ome Feanmwr, snd later o larger steabion
vas instelled necar the northern tiv of tne ielend, Ibig,, ». 13.

On 128 Februnry 1944, Commany B, lst lsrine Beriuent, landed on EFocke
(Tmbei) Islznd fronm fame Gloucester. ‘here wore no Javanese nresent.
ist larine Iiv., Gloueester Nemort, Fhase IV, », 11,

lat larine Div,, Floucester Eepeorti, Amnex L, v, 17,

Gol. J. F. nird, "tenort on sSacihiznder CUporation from 1 January 1944
0 7 Jmpunry 1044, Y in Gushemon Report, Anuer U, 1. 2.

History, Bth Uobtlcal Alr Comwnicriions Sg., m. E2.
Ibig., ». EO.

During the night of 2C=27 Dec, <43, tne Jononese launened four vicious
countemi‘.t-a.czﬁs ageinst "ahu cenver of toe perimeter which was held

oy the 34 zZattallon, Yth llarines, and lost over 200 dead, ln,

encl, no, 3 in Henort of Dexterity Uperation.

g9th Bonb Sq., -k Do, 360-63, 23 Dee. 48, The souadron's A-30's
dronned 46 = LOD-lb, Dombe and strafed vith 15,370 x . S0-eal,
ermonition., Thls etrile night noseioly hove been west of the beacn-
agad, tut available evidence seous to indieate that it was in suonort
of the veachinend.

488%h pnd EO0ta Bomw Sae,, Hidl'g To, 361.HE, 2Y Dee. £3. The two
squoGrons drommed 68 x 3CX-lo, and 16 x 280-10, bombe and strafed
vith 34,685 rounds of ,350- and ,50-czl. ammunition,

434 Homb Gn., ~rE'g Lo, 861-77, 28-30 Dec. 45.

38th 3onb G, wmdi'g o, 302-0, 30 Dec, 43, In these abiacte, 24
J=35'e dropmed 161 x 3C0-lb, bowbs and fired 33,185 rounds of .30-
and. ¢ 0=cal., &4 172 romdés of Th-lzl, oouawnition,

Wﬁ}—%ﬁ g -“*-,?‘ -;;‘:‘*FT: T 4—*1-5
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89t and 30tk Bomb Sgr., EE'e To. 363-_H, %0-Z1 Deec, 43.

Suskmen Fewort, me 5; lst llirine Div., Glousester Tewort, Fnase ILL,
Tie e

Loid.

In taege two attaciks the 8d Bombardment Grow dromwned 166 x Ab-1ib,
12} x 160~ip, bombs, ané fired 54,050 rounds of .50-cal., 40D rounds
of "‘iu-cc.l.. and 3) rounds of 20-mu, anmunttion. 89tn srd 90ia Bomw

end

ges, , Lii'e o, 36637, 1 Jan, 44; 13th, 8Gth, gnd 20th Dowb Sas.,
LiR's Dos, l-i-l and 1-I-1, 1 Jen. 44. e
1st Marine Liv., Glousai. T Zaport, Fhmse III, vy, Se4, -

8th and 89ta Bombd Sgs., mR's Lo, 3-a=l, & Jan. 44: 828 Ren So,
Form 34, 1~8 Jan. 44, In thess abbacks, 9L x 250-1Db. boubg, 33, 960
x 50—0@1 ommunition, and 45 x 3P-un, shells wers expended.

13th Zomb Sg., uME Ho, 4-J-1, 4 Jan, 44,

800th Boub 5q., MR Mo, 6-I-1, 7 Jan. 44;
1-8 Jan, 44.

4dath Bomb Sq., Form 34,

1s} llarine Div., Glowcaster Rejort,

Ivii., n. 8.

43d Eoub Sg., LWR's To. 7T-i-1, 7wdel, 7-Hol, 8 Jan., 44.

<oage III, pn. 6-8.

1gt larine Div., Gloucester Zesort, Faase IIT, ». 93 64%1 3omb 3a, ,
wlid To, 7-B-1, Iz the mornling of B January 1944, the 434 Romdard-
nent Grows was scheduled %o bowh Irimzhefen Flantation on ilew Guines.
“he G4th Squadron of this sroun was diverited to attacic defonses north
of Hill 6€2, {loud cover ab the tarset nrevented five of the Be2i's
from bomblny and the sixth hit o reef just east of the btarges, 64th
Bowib 8q., mhti wo, 8-G-1, & Jan., 44,
lst tmriue Div., Gloucoster resort, Fhase III, wp. 10-11.

90th Zoab Sq., & .o, 10-D-1, 10 Jan, 44 an. Form 52, 9-15 Jan, 44
S2let Bomd 5., il Lo, I0-E-l, 11 Jan, 44 and Form 54, 9-15 Jan.
44, The A~22's drovped £8 x 280-1b, bombs and fired 18,390 rounde
of ,B0-cal, and 84 rounds of 20-nn. anmwnitlion: the 5-24’5 dronmed
72 x BL2-lo, Dbosbs,

lot larine Div., Gloucesber Revorts, rhase III, np, 13-15; 8th Zonb

Sq., L. No, 14-J-1, 15 Jan. 44, The 7lst Sord S5q., witk 6 B-3061g,
bonbed and strafed villages from Rein 3ay to Zoxonpo on 14 Januery alter
a barze swean revealad no targeta. Forp 34, 9-15 Jan. 44,

¢ - . -‘-*r
: Joh e e e e d R —vf
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93'
94.

2b.

48,

97,

o8,

29,

100.

101,

o2,

103,

S-2%, Totes, fhan, IIT
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hﬁh& ﬂﬁ‘suﬁ;k&M
C.-IN-19537 (2Y-1-44), !neirtaur to ¢/5 WD, £-1076, 29 Jon. 44,

89tn Bomd Bq,, KIE Jo, 28-L.l, 24 Jen. 44, A reinforced rifle
company of the lst EBattallion, 5th l'nrines crossed Rorgen Bay in
ICi's to canture the Point. Lst Jarine Tlv,, Gloucester FEemort,
Phage iV, mn. B.

Ihig.
O-I5-17210 (25-1-44), !facArthur o §/§ WD, 0-v48, 26 Jan. 44.

13tk Boub Sc., Fora 3%, 23«52 Jan. 44. Tlfiteen 2-47's, 54lst
Fighier Bouadron nrovided area cover,

§%h and 13th Eowd Sas., 80th and 4324 Fighter Sos., Form B4ls, 23-
29 Jen, 44, Ia these two attacks the 4-30's drooned 19 tons of
bortbs and fired 32,500 rounds of ,E0-cnl. ammunltion.

lst larine Div., Glowcester Zewort, Phase IV, p. 9.

4324 +nd 4334 Figater Sas,, and &3tk komb So., Yorm 34's, 16-22
Jan. 44; CULIN-16207 (28-1-44), Dacirthur to OfS WD, 0-841,
23 Jun, £4,

448th and EQJth Boub Soa,, HlR's llo, 3%-J-1, 3 Yeb, 44; 80th and
4018t Fighter Sqs., Form 34's, 30 Jan.-5 Ten, 44,

20th Bowb Gn,, wh's o, B2-B-1, 235-23 Yeb. 44; 43d Zomb Go., :12'g
Do, §R-A-1l, 22 Teb. 44 and o, B83-1-1, 23 Fcb. 44: 345th Bo~d Gn.,
wit's Uo, B3-M-1, 22 Tegb. 44; 8234 Zowb Sa., VR Do, 53-lel,

1l taxrch 44, In these strites, Ivokl was sn nlternate tarset for
lonote and Hrams Bay.

1st Yarine Div,, Gloucester Rewort, Phase IV, n. 10; 69th and 3$10th
“ighter Sgs,, Form 34, 20-26 Teb. 44,

1st lnrine Div., Gloucester Renort, Fhasze IV, =, 10.

434 Tomd Go., Ldt'e o, 30-A-1, 7 Feb. 443 G0ta Bomb Go., wikls

20, Z6-B=1l, 6 Web., 4&; Fom. 34&'s, 30 Jon.-B Meb., 44, On 13 February
18944, ons 3-24 drowsed 6 x 1,000-1D, bombs south of the airdrome.
g4th Bowb Sa,, -l Do, 44-4-1, 15 Feb. 4d,

434 Tomd Gn., Lild'e o, 48-3 1, 13-721 ¥eb, 44; 90th Boub Go., -4if's
G0, 48-.0-1, 19-91 Feb, 44 and Tomnm aé.—'s, 13 19 Fab., 44; 319th 3oub
Sq. , 138 o, BL-U-1, 26 Teb., 44. Zigat E-25's bBombed I;:.ng;a. Tinen
Plsntation on th&, s&horas of Falncea Harnor bleonor*x 3ay, on 21
Tebrusxy when a front interfored with taeir prinary mission. 8224
Bomb Sq., LR o, 62-0-1, 11 larch 44,

P
ey
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AATS-43, Tobes, Chna, IIT

105, Imcoming eablem, lkmeirthur to §/$ WD, 16483 {15-1-44), ~0-916,
25 Jon. 443 8433 (12-2-44), 0-183°, 12 Feb, 44; 10505 (15-2-44),
. #3-1732, 1B Teb. 44; 11221 (16-5-44), ,0-1764, 16 Feb. 443 12177
(17-nmdd), #3.1809, 17 Fen, 443 13509 (19-2-44), 0-188%, 19 Feb.
44y 15046 (22-7-44), J-2012, 22 Feh, 44; 16449 (23-2.44), 0-5059,
23 Teb. 443 17646 (85-3-44), 30-2124, 25 Teb, 44; and 18211 (26-2-44),
,G=2124, sunnlenentar:, 26 Feb. 44.

- 10¢. Imcomin= eables, iachkrthur to C/3 VD, Jan.-TFeb,, 44, pascinp.

107, Incoulng cables, iacirthur to C/5 WD, 1173¢ (18-1-44), ;0-844,
- 18 Jan. 44; 14491 (22-1-44), €-812, 22 Jan. 44; 15207 (23~-1-44),
7o-84L, 28 Jan, 44; 2915 (4-2-44), -:0-12/8, 4 Feb, 44 5376 (8-2-44),
A=1451, 3 Tov, 44; 6158 (9-2-44), #0-1457, vy Feb, 44; and 8438
(19-2-27), 3-1622, 12 Jeb. 44,

108, Incominsg cublss, lacirtaur to 05 "D, 11221 (16-2-44), -0-1764,
16 Feo, 44; L3177 (17-2-44), ~0-1003, 17 Feb, 44.

. 109, Hg. EBocthander Zorce, Operation Crder Lo, 7-4%, 1 larch 44, Annex A,
in lat Morine Div,., Aopetse Cneration, Sneclal Actlon Zenort [lst
iarine Div,, Avmease Renoz-g s dpnex 3, in A Analysis tiles,
12-1.1602/44 (7313-F),

110. Incoming eableg, lzeirthur to (/3 WD, 3385 (5-3-44), ,0-n478,
5 larch 44y 3943 (6~3~44), 0-2197, 6 llarch 44; 5093 (8-3-44),
8§ lnrch 44,

111, %here were 121 Danntless, 96 Lvenger, 45 D24, and 24 B-235 sortles
nius strong flchter covar., Havieng snd FPonamail were atiacized by
. 48 B=24'g on 6-7 Iarch 1944, ight karassing by B-24's over Jabaul
continued to be a regolar feature, Ihid.: and 5321 (8-3-44),
B~2096, U lloreh 44: 6235 (8-3-44), 0-8637, 9 Iareh 44.

112, Ibr,, “hitchesd 4o Zeaney, 4 llrreh 44,

113, 1st lUarine Div., 4sopease Eenort, oh. s, Thers were 37 Lld'z,
. 17 LOWe'ls, and 5 LCY's in the convoy. Four mediun tants were
carriod on LUllls,

114, &migtory, 80tk Fighter Ba,, liarch 44, ». lj 80%n Tighter Sq. and
418th ligat Yigater Sa., Form 84's, 5-11 !freh 44,

. 11E. l1st larine Div., Aopease hesort, w. By C-In-6235 (9-3-44), Macartaur
to G/8 "D, #3-0837, © liorch 44, As of 8 lareh, larine losscs were
13 willed, 30 wounded. :

‘ 1i6. 1st .arine Div., Aupense Jesort, p. 43 History, 25%h Liaison So.,
Aoril 4%, n. 3.
— e
i 34 .
%:‘t. - ‘.\%‘ W
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ALFH3-48, Tebes, Ghao. IIX isv

117, Cn 7 wreh 44, 11 Seauforts drogped 54 x 280-Llv., bombs on Lzlesea
and cara, Oioli-G235 (¥-idetd), lacsrthur to G/S5 WD, .-3-2837,
. @ Ioreh 44, Uno “arca, 8 Las P-40's drooned 15 x I.C.‘O-lb. borbs
on Varw Village. Ol-I1-7110 (10-3~-44), lacirthur 6o G/ § D, -+0-2€70,
10 Yaren &%, n 7 "”ﬂrch only 6 of 23 2-40.ts, 3Bth Fiamater
Soualdron, fron Uome Gloucester covld get tharouwgh Bald wenther io
- natril Talasesn; on 8 larech, 15 P-40.7g, I5th Zighter Scumadron,
drooned 30 x 100-16. bortbe cnd atrafed taruzete desisnated by the
Imrines; on 9 lhnreh, 20 P-~0.0'g, 35th Tighter Soundron, reached tae
area. Fora $4, B-11 lren 44,

118, lat nrine Div., Aoncaso Eenort, Amnex D.
11y, G-IN-19053 (27-3-44), lmcarthur to G/§ WD, ~3%-10037, 26 Uarch 44.

120, The followings table as been commliled froa incoming cables and is
not bnosed ueon commlete informrtion., It is, iherefore, indlcative
of BEaaT ofwort rather thon on cecurate stotisticnl summary,  Founds
. of anmmitlion exmended have been onitted, -ltacus: thae information
is sl nificaint, Yor exarrmle, tiae 21 Pedl'c that strafed Pondo Point
on B9 llnreh emmended 15,000 rounds of e 0w=oal, achine-gon amsunition,

R Soriles, Lorth Conct of lew oriteln, 4-28 larch 1944

Inte Yo. and tyme Tarqet Yo, & wh, of bombs
of afe 20 100 250 500
4 2 Senulignters Fumundo Pin. 2
10 Zeauforts Hoglxing AfD 36 14
16 Zeanforts Talasea area Bl 14
5 g Beauforis Fosizine dumms 34 18
7 deguforis Govava Villags 28 14
. 8 9 Jeauforis Tulnses area 42 12
8 Leauforts Kosidins 4fD 32 1o
? 11 Seauforts Lelnses ano arwe Villuges 51
* 8 8 p-40 ara Yillase 15
E] § Lheautords Eoslzting dwaps i32 Sk
10 17 Zcauforts avuva Tillape 215 b4, 6
8 beaufignters)
T 420 y Barges, N of O, dollzan S
- 11 5 Heaullghters & ghore Stebtin 3oy v
15 17 Zeauforts Tamone-Ublll ares 144 2 10
7 7 ZJeaufigniors Ulorono~Uoili, sirnfing
» 13 7 Pei) ) Logizing aren, stralings
1y 2 Jeopull nters . 4,
9 TBanuto ;:s ) Fondo P4, sawmill 26 13
. a9 2 A-20 <arees, foudo Pt. 4
23 2 Beaufipatere FEondo Pt. » shrafing
B P4h Zanguln 2oy, strafing
' 24 Pudd Zemoula Bay 2 24
24 6 A-2D Corosi Villa -ei;sinlln Fin. 18 6

2 Pamfishters Gogosi Villars, strofing

i .,».Ju« TRIN-C
g\%ikj \ \ ‘\!\1‘\ lﬁ‘.“\”\“ @m@i.
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121.

123,
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e \w
. C - -
-y L1 - Yes ~ J— g e ey b
-8, Totes, Gago, II1 ety v mﬁ@z 158
% ,:" s‘w “te é.t,“g‘
I=te wo, and ftype Torget Jo. & whk, of bombs
of afc 20 100 250 SO0
38 2 3eanti hters Cpen Boy, strafing
7 A2 Gopoml Village;-lalls 16 e 6
10 P-4 Hogkking area 10
26 P=dl Jogking area 25
26 2 A-20 Bangala 3ny 80
21 P40 Pordo P5., strafing
8 P.sd Traci-e, I Bangnlia Zoy
strafing
a et g
27 g igg.;.lgﬂtersg Cven Bag 0 11
£8 8 P-40 )
15 Jeauforts ) Fondo P, ELs] 52 26
23 2 420 Fondo Pt. 30
8 P.4D Pordo Pt., strafing —
TOTaLS 803 18 BL8 234

ine following toble has been ecomdiled from inecming enbles and is
not Daged uwnon eormiete information, Fourds of ammunition exnended
in sirafiagz have beeon ondtbod,

BAAT Borties, Douba Cozat of Jew Sritain

Inte Lo. and type
of afe¢
1 £ Dwd4n
2 8 2=auforts
4 10 3eaufords
9 14 Beauforts
2 Beoulighters
10 9 Besuforis
11 2 A-20
25 Zeauforts
13 26 Reanfords
17 24 Beauforts
21 24 Besuforte
26 2 Bemufigaters
27 1 A-30
28 8 Zeauforis
pLAs 6 Jecufighters
2 Deaufighters

1-29 Morch 194d

Target w0« & wh. of Donbs
20 Kisc, 280 B0
Gosmata AfD 6
Gestata area 86 18
Casmoba area 26 18
Ceasmada dusms w3 54 &
Savriill, Wide Zay, strafing
Gaemnta durms 96 24x40 20 12
Faro Ptn.,Cane Eeeochey 4 4
orng Péo. ,Jacouinoet Tay 242 80 22
Kemalgeman ancharage,¥ 358 61 24
Helal Pin,, ‘ide Iayr 1v0 74 90
Palmalmal Ftu. ,Jaequinot 720x& 80 44
Fay

Awval Villags,Cape Iarvler
Garmota aree 4
Folmelmnl Phn. 144 26 10
waberfall Zay, strafing
Wide Bay, strofing

TOTALS 1,898 P24x40 525 252

7R0x4

1st llnrine Div., Lpmease Repord, »n. B-11.
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AAFHE-AZ, otoe, Jhom, IIX

123. A typleel day's potrol may be telzen as an exanmle:

Firater Poirols fron Finschihafen to Gome Cloucester, 10 Jan., 44

Souadron o. of afec Time of tekeofd
a6 13 C.40 0710
340 14 P.4? 0850
542 16 w-id7 1040
36 . 15 Pudl 1230
340 15 P=4% 1445
48 1) P-i? 1630

Commiled frou Form Z&Ys, 215 JTan, 44,

124, Form 34, 6-12 Teb, 44,

12h, Forr 34, 20-725 Peb, 4,

126, Torm Z's, 1.8 and 16-20 Jan. 44,

127. Torw 34, 2-15 Jrn, 44, ‘the 824 was ctosdng throvsh Pinschiznfen
from Yobodura, but on 24 Icbrunry 1944 began stoylns throush Cave

Gloucester. Forn &4, 20-27 Feb, 44,

123, Torm 34's, 12-18 irch 44; Hisbory, cOth Zigater Sa., larch 44;
figtory, dth Ti;hter Go., I'oreh 44, n. 6.

123, Higtory, 67tk Yroor Cemrrier Sq., lurea 4<, »n, 2.
130, 1Hestory, 5th Yaetiesl Alr Communications So., v. EO.
131, History, 43724 Jisuter So.., Ieh. &4, 12, 2-3.

192, 8458 Ilihbver 3o, , «O0R .o, £=148, 10 Ich. 44.

153, 17ta Ren. 3q., --E o, 56-J-1, Z7 Feb, 44.

134, ©40th "ig:,ater Sa., Indlviducl Qowbat Hewort of ILy. Col. Lovert P,
sowland, B May 44, CGoloncl XHeorby was credited with the victory.

1%b, Isum No. 169 (1 Jan. 44).

136. Hirctory, 3Lth Fiphiter fe., Jon. 42-Jon, 44, oo, 11-123; History,
341t Figater S¢., op. 2-0.

137, Isuz o. 169 (1 Jun. 44), w. 1.

138, '"Sext of Siatecont by lzchribmr,* in Tew York Jimes, 16 Cet, 45,
P. 2, C. 3.

e -
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AAFHS45, Tobes, Gaap, III "%;f SIS W“" TS 160

+ % H‘
132, Dexter Tenort, p. 3.3 let lbrine Div,, Glouwcester Repmort, Anvex O,
p. 3.

140. EHistory, 39th Troop Uarricr Sq., Jan. 43-Jan. 443 AGY Beport Jo. 6,
n. 4.

141, Historx, , 347Yth Yroop Carrier Gw,, Feov. 44, », 2; 64th and EOQta
domb Sos., Form 34's, 16«02 and 2¢=-2J0 Jan., 44,

142, 4GE4 Bomb Sq,, -wR o, 4l-il-l, 10 Feb. 44.

143. 4ist Troew Carrier Sq., (iR on rinmme io. 75 (#-17;, 21 Leb, 44,
in Eigtory, 317th %roop Carrler Gp., Febd. 44,

144, History, 39th Troop Carrier Hq,, March 44, po, 2L-26.
145. FRewort of Dexberlty Cperation, op. 12-13.
. 146, 65th Zroon Carrlier Sqg., Daily Cpersations Revorts, Feb., 44.

147, EHistoxy, 67th Troow Cmrrier Sq., llareh 44; Historx;-, 40th Troop
Carrier 8g., Fen. 44.

1485, ¥istory, 67th Yrocv Carrier 8q., Feb. 44,
143, History, 40%h Yroop Carrier 8., Feb. 44, aAno.
160, History, G7th Troow Corrier 8q., Feb, 44, vn, 46.47,

151, History, 3ith froop Carrier So., llmreh 44, pp. X-Il-L; Eistory,
. £0th Troen Carrier Sq., llareh 44, pp. 34-7Y8; Eigtory, 4lst Troop
arrier 3q., llerch 44, v, 60: Higtory, 57th Troon Carrier Be¢.,
iarch 44, sop. J3 Eistory, ob5ia Troop Jarrier ¥a., !larch 44; Hisbory,
67%h Troon Carrier 3q., llarch 44, bpn. 48-47.

188, I"Locallty Stwdy of Cowe Gloucester,! wn. 1214,
- 153, Femort of Texberity Omeration, mw. 18, 18,

154, Gol. J. F. Bird, "2evort on Bacihander Cnerstion from 1 Januery 1244

- t0 7 Janunry 1944," in Cushnon Lecord, Annexr I, m, 3 Higtory,
&85tk Serviec 8Bq., Jan. 44,

. 165, Pevort of Dexbterity Cperation, ». 18.

156, ILtr., vhitchead to C¢ Alaxo Force, 23 Jan., 44, in History of Fifth
' ilr Torce, Part II1I, Aop. I, Doc. io. LY.

1B7. Fediogram, Wrueger to Ghe 3.0i, 9 Jan, 44, 1pid,, Doe. ¥o, 119,

F:K‘%. <
;{f = R e —l-‘v—grf {.F R A1 £ 9y)
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180.

166,

167,
168,
169,

170,

t
! !

. .
P [ Y L
R T
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9¥
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1R TR
4333 Tigater So., Tox. 34, 30 Jau.-EFeo, 44.

¥latory, 388th Service %q., Jan. 443 Wisiory, 5%%a Service Go.,
1 July 42-31 Jan, 44, wn. 18-18. Units in this groww were Hda,
Ho. So., 1089th &I Serviee Gn. (Avn), 20234 Siznal Co., 1806tk Gif
frue’s Go,, 588th Service So,, 1837th ‘rénance Co. (4wvn), 1838th
Grdranee Co, (Avm), 29th Portable Hosjltal, Tae 3924 Serviee Squad-
ron and the 2021st Wl Yruelk Company cine in I ebrusry.

kS
LY

Fenort of Texterity Cpnerction, vw. 13. Detailed suecifications for
the Gloucester airdrome may be found in "Reviged Snecifieations for
slriroue Taeillties af HaCCHANLLR, Y iy JABFALVIE Operation, Allied
«lr Forces Operntions Instructions 39, ‘dvon Fflan, in AFSHC
AF-G-5U-5, Lo, 7257-17. ‘

Ltrs,, wbliehend to Lenney, 2L Fea. 44 zad 4 Iarch 44; nero,
ahitehead to Kenney, 6 »arch 44,

Higtory, &3d Figuter Contxol Sa., op. 4w-E,
distory, Bubth fignal Adr Varning Battalion, Jan. 44, m. 1.

units remnined at Ceme Gloucester wntil @ July 44 vhen their
Tunctlons wnasced to tie Sixth ALL Growo,

these

Dexter Zenort, 0. 11.

¥Ya. Advon Fifth Alr Force, Igcum o, 10, 10 Fedb, 44, in Yigtory of
Lifvh Air Foree, Fart ILI, fup. II, Yoe. 1o. 29.

Statement by lst It. Fovert U, 'lrtin, 22 Dee, 43, encl, %22 in
ldstory, 3424 Tignter Su,, Chaw., III.

Dexter Zenort, po. 3132,
bistory, 3474 Fightor Sq., Chap. III, pp. =S5,
History of Fifth Alr Yoree, Part IIX, Amn. IL, Los. No. =7.

Ho, Advon Fifth Alr Force, COperctions Memorandum Ho. &, 2b ¥eo. 44,
ibvld., Doc. Lo, Z8B.

Ibid., Doc. io0. PO,

Col, J. ¥. Bird, "heport on Bacronnder Overabion From 1 Janvary 1944
to 7 January 1944,% in Cushoen Fenort, ismuex D, v, 3.

Comill=LEGUS (24=12-43), lacirthur to /5 VD for Arnold and Lovett,
. 0A-116, 23 Tec. 43.

Eenort of Lexberlty Cpersiion, w. Z1.
'3:1 ‘ SRR AR o ' .:!i“rf 2
G IR S
L - bW EEL 3 ,
s DAL L ee—————ca— o
oL IR IR R L
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1. area Study oix the sdmiraliy Islande,® vp. 1-26; Hg. AT Swih,
WLorengau,* Gojectiva Folder Ifo. b, Bupplemcni lbo. 2.

2. dources disasree on tihe Sate. One source states tnct construetion
worll besan in ITeoruary 1842. _Hg. Alamo Torce, Begort of srewer
Operation, 3¢ Fen.~18 lay 44f-vever Fepori/. w. 8, in A0 spalysis
Filep, 91-33.4&, BEE2. April 1g the date glven in Hyg., S0Fa, Gereral
Swatisry Yo, 187, 4 March 44, o, 18,

., Isam Io. V70 (5 Jan. 44), p. L17; Iabtelligence Divislon, Ofiice of
Tl Operatlons, lavy Denartment, Inbtellizeace Eenort Serial 9-44
Wpdairaldy Islionds,” n. 5, 1o A-2 Iib,

4, 3Brewer Leport, v. 8.

B, Ihld.; nistory of Fifth Air Torce, Fart III, ». 5.

8. lrid., sop. I1iI, Doeo. .. 10,

Y, Jrewer Fenori, m, A

8, Hq, AsF bidA, Coerations Instruetions o, 44, 18 Teo. 44, in Listory
of ¥ifth Alr Force, Pord ILI, Mop., II, Dse. o, 11,

2.  Inid., fnnew 3.

10, Isum 0. 174 (1Y Jan. 41), m. led. During Jonuary 1944, Swis forces
alone destroycd lab enewy nlones of all types. Teuww bo. 180 (9 Feb.
44}, Snoble o followlng ». 19,

11, Icsw No. 184 (20 Tea. 44), p. 1,

12. Higwvory of Fifth air Loree, Faurt 111, ». 3.

1;5- MI 3 Po 27' N

14, JIwpid,, fmo. I, p. 1, The breazdown wag: bDombers--2u7 3-24's, 263
B-2btg, 245 rezoley Pighbtors——330 ou85Ve, 433 5477, 11 P-701s,

131 Pudlp: reconnaissance--75 Po331g, 35 F-412 and F-5's, 20 3-507s,
b I=bla; transnorts--s1l4 Ced?'s, 12 8-17'z, 2 L:=30'y,
15, TLosgses resulbting froa eneny action werce wery low., ithe 310%h romo

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Wing in Iareh lost 2 2-47's, 1 P40, and 6 A-20'> to eneny action
bat suf:rered %3 losgses throarh aceiljeats. Higtory, J10th Zomb “dng,
larea 43, m. 2.
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. I , . i Mm 5 !
16, 841 Fhoto Zen. 8q., Tora J4's, Jan. 44.
. 17, Isun Lo. 176 (8¢ Jua, 44), p. 18,
18, 4xuth onld BO1lst bomb Sus., Fora 343, 16~232 Joa, 44,
19, 348th zomd Gn., LME's o, 24-D-1, 2b Jan. 44.
' 20, Isun io. 176 (26 Jau. 4%4), p. 1.
- 2L, 36tk bowb @, , UR's Lo, 25-0, 26 Jan, 443 X4Bth Zomb Gm., -iiR's
o, 28-G-1, 26 Jon. 44,
22. 4%4 Zombd Gn., LB'g o, 26~0-1, 27 Jan. 443 20%ta Boob Gp., HR's

08, 26-D-1, 22 Jan. 44, and 2V-D-1,, 2¢ Jan, 44. Recommedssance by
thres 3-25's of the 17th Zem. So. on 29 Jeawroy L1944 confirmed the
rewort thet both alrdrones were unserviceable. Fors 34, 23-°% Jan, 44,

84hl Bomb Bq,, iR wo, B7-A-1l, 3 FPen, 44,
vuth domb 5., (lid's Yo, $Y-4A-1, 8-8 Feb, 44,

blgtory, Goth Bowb Gn., Feb, &4, p, 6. Tuis was the grous’s Tirsi
mediu~albitude misslon since lay 1943,

346th Bouwb Gv., ~IR's o, 44-C-1, 13-14 Teb, 44, Sixtesn P-3H's
Tailed to rcadssvrus vith the oorwers over .Lolo iwa Isdand,

38th nnd 345th Jowd Gps., Ioru 34's, 13-19 Fob., 44,
See Agn., 0. 8.

498tn Bonb 8g., - Lo, L0-qi-1, 22 Feb, 4y 319th Lomd Sq., IR Le.
83-3=1, 20 Feb, 443 822d loud Sq., R Lo. £8-L-1l, L Hareh 44,

History of ¥Fift:r air Foree, Fart I1I, ». d.

Letails of this attac: ore nobt pertineat o the vresent study. Ses
hiztories of the 34, O8th, snd ¥4Bta Zorb Gns., Fed, 44,

Ho. Auf Burd, Omerations Instruetions Yo. 44/1, 14 'arch 44, in
wisvory of Flfth Air ¥oree, Fart IIL, Aon. II, Ioe. 0. 1813 Gistory,
47840 DTiater Go., ¥Tob, 4, M. 3.

g

Weotory of Jifth Alr Forece, Pzrt LI1L, ». U.

Feenrd of the Lolrteenth Alr Toree Durln, 18942, », 1. '
P T W”‘ mm

!
!1;-"'

. s o
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Bibim vde L, skl
55, e O, .1, woekly, vol. III, mo. 8, 23 Ieb. 44, n, B42 and no. 9,
1 laren 44, w, 622, It ig inteoresting to nots that dmiral Srusnee
. attacked Trd: on 17-18 Fevrunry 1944 nnd ke Seventh iir Yorce Dombed
Ponne on LB Februnry in a double soueeza ggainst Jamnese reinforece-
rent bages, She Tisenn Ieland invnsion fell on 18 Febronry 1944
lendings on Uniwebok berenm on the 18th; Sadsman and Tinian were ralded
on tue 23&: and the Sddraldy Islonds invaslon was §0 come on the 2YBl.
whe eaemy, susjected to so comy uvidely sennrated attacks, may have
. ceen gomewnnt confased,
36, JIbid., wol. III, no. 10, 8 larch 44, op. 702-08
37. Tifth Alr Torce ADVUL Yeezly Intalligence Fevie:r Zo. 12, 28 Teb. 44,
in ¥igtory of Fifth Jir IToxee, Fart III, Ann, II, DIoe, Lo, 10.
38. History, 43th Zond 6., Peb. &4, n. 3.
39, Igum Wo. 175 (22 Jan. 44), m. 1.

Tewa oo 18D (Y Feb, 44), w. 1. In Febravry the Fifth ilr Force
dectroyed 57,260 tons of shinpins and more than 100 warges and
lug ers. Hisbory of Fifth Alr Jorce, Part 111, », 20.

Srever Depord, I, Ped,

Ivid., n. 3. 1i'o% omly the change in date, bab also the point of land-
ing wvasg ch;m;red. in this sudderxlv revised nlar, General Hennsy in o
letbter to Qeneral “hiteheand on 10 T'edrw.ry 194<, stated: "The landing
will be made in two mloces, ome ot Lorenecou and the other on the
Joeadler Barhour side of the Salawi Plentotion., Toe landing on the
beach adjacent to llomote Jirdrose was ruled oub, as the owerstion is
blockzed by a conbinuwous coral resf. The euntrance to Hyane Harbour

ig oniy vide enough for one roat at a2 tize to glin turowgh, so thot
also wog ruled onb. Tuls ceclision was made Dy the Genarnl himaelf,
Hrueger, wowever, is quite conflident that by lrnding on the commara-
tively Droad front on the cast cide of Seeadler Harbour he can oulcicly
sodn contrsl of the airdro-e with the sunsort of artillery vhieh will
ve lsnded with the assault wave, =nd assuning thot we have done a
frixly good job of taking oul the pun defeaces in the vlicialty of
towote strin.t

alstory of Fifth adr JTerce, Fart IIL, ». 15.
She Cezel. aecddly, vol, III, no. 9, 1 larch 44, mp, €24-88,

See LS, Warmy Alr Jorces in the lavianoe Cawmaisgn, Coeration FOIALLX,
lareh-Sugagt 1244,8 »p, ¥, T,

History of ¥ifth Alr Force, }?s.rt ItI, p. L5; Isam Lo, 185 (26 Febd.
44) » :I‘J. l"A- e EI

Vigi ‘;:“’ o *‘-‘\i‘; ! {’&; EL
i AWAR
5‘ \.;Ut\h n\.zum A
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Ltr., Xenney %0 "hitehead, 24 Fed, 44y Hisbory of "“1fth Alr Toree,
rart I1T, 9. 15. Genertl hltchend andarently had a hand in persusd-
ing Kenuney 6o argue for the earlier dats, since on 21 Tebrunry 1244
Teaney hod informed hitehsad that “the £ vieng/ilanus show 1ill tuke
nlsce on Smril lst, Followed by the Hansa Zay cverabtlon on smril
25%th, + . o % Lir,, Lenney to mitchend, 2L Teb, 44.

History of Zifth Air Toree, Part Ii1, p. 15; 405th Bomb Sq., Form 34,
2020 Feh, 44,

Isum o, 135 (23 Zeb. 44), p. 1-A.

ey lncArthur to Coimander Alamoe Force, 28 Fedb, 44, in History of
Fifth sly Foree, Part IIL, Awp. II, Doe. o, 14,

Ho. Advon Fifth Adr Foree, "Plon of Alr Coerstion im Support of
SRauin." 26 Fes, 44, ibid., oe. Io. 13. In recard %o stailoning
Ticaters on llomote, Goneral Kemney exnlained that General Hrueger
vas "fignaring on hovins the lomots strip ready for fighters about

D nlus four. Onege fizntors will come £rom Southvest Paelfic. This
decision was made by General Macarthur fgic,/. No combat forces
exceot those from the Southwest Pacific are to ocomy llanus Island,
In ag rmach as by D day therc should ve no Jos odr tareat fron elther
Jdev Irelard or lew Britaln, the need for alr defence of the Jfirivina/
dlne Zay area is prebby srwll, so that we ean gvare a Soit squadron
and one or two ¥.40 Esic.? squadrons from the EAAF to take cars of
the need For flhters ot llnug, ' Lir,, Xenney to 'hitehead, 10 Feb. 44,

634 Poxb 9., 1742 Fen. Sq., 25tk Foobo Rem. Seo., 26%h Fhods Zen.
80, , rnd &34 Hen. S0., Form 34'ws, 20 Fev.~4 larch 44.

64th Bomd 2., «of Lo, Bv-L-l, 28 Feh, 44,
History of Fifth Air Foree, rart I1I, ». 1G.
E4th Boxb Ta., «edt o, S5Y-DI-1, 23 Feb, 44,

65th Youb Eg., Fora 34, 20-26 Fob., 44, The mlane drovvned 4 x 590-1b.
oonbg on Famitalni Village.

90tk 2oz (M. and B0lst Bomo Ba., Jorm 34%e, 27 Febo— liarenr 44,
Mstory of Fifth alr Toxce, Part ILi, o, 16,

“8%h Zounb G=., Forn 34's, 27 Ten,.-4 liarch 44,

Brewer EFenort, w., 9. ILacd:ing: evidence as to the hour vhen the
scontes landed, taoe wriber roswies tis 3o have veen tne covering

stri’ze refaoirred to by the Srewer Fenorit, but the two Bu2'le over
Los Je-wos froa GuPld to U700 may woll anve nrovided tne cover.

- — - 4

fi R ; .-;,,'-_2;2“. o e SLEYET uL
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6l. 434 end 90%h SBowb Gos. ond LO0th zomb Bo., Torm Z4's, 27 Feb. -
4 llarch 44,
~ 62. 3Erewer Feuort, m. 18,
3, 493tk ond EQ0ba Zomb Soa,, wilE'c o, 523, 29 Tes.~1 Merch 44,

vd, Bilet Zoxb So,, IMIR Mo, B3-3, 80 Feb. 44,

65, 6bth Pomb S7., Form 34, 37 Feb.~d larch 44 ond Mistory,
. 3.

g
1]
o
.
g
i

60, 34 and 90th ombd Gna., Torn 34's, 97 Feb.—4 Yarea 44,
67, Migtory, 31th 3omd Sa., Teb. 44, mn, 1-2; 64th, 314ta, and 320th
Soab Sos,, .:or' S4fa, 27 Feb.-4 lzreh 44y Hiastory, V Bomber Command,
Te'b 444 Pe o
. 68, History, 38th Bomb Gv., TFeb., 44, », 4,
€9, S0th Roab Go., Torm 3i's, 27 Meb,-4 Inrehr 44,

70, 348tk Fl;ater 8., Form 34's, 27 Feb.-4 March 44,

71, 47bth Tigater Go., Form B4's, 27 Feb,-4 llrch 44; Fistory, 4VEth
Fighter Gp., Feb. 44, vp. 1, 3. Two nilots vere suved.

72, ke air nrogrow, oS announced on 25 Fob. 44, ealled for bas follow—
ingy Lowber stries:

. Sawndron Wiws over Time anit
tarset target
84 07356 QPLE
84 0745 0783
65 07335 Q755
403 073 OYEE
7L o775y (as soon
405 0757 (as first
X Br2 oY {ird (zoat
823 QY57 (beaches
. 493 CBLS 0915
403 0915 1015
Lo 1015 1118

‘ 01 1115 1218

Jee "Dotelil Sismal Flan for lercantile,? encl. -o0. 4 in Hg, Advon
Tifth Alr Zoree, 'Sigmal Flan for lercentile,! 26 Tes, 44, cony in
wlatory of Tifth Alr FTorce, Fart Iuu, Aon, II, ioc. 5.0. 13,

A e C gl i
. s ¢ " * J?’W
e if’ﬂ‘ chadfifiskg O

R

L o ) J.i:_,_LuLLit| l}klkjl\l ilnl‘\ ) _ -
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Ani-ef, Dotes, Chan, IV AT e e g
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(3 Y 2 et At )
Ciercantile® was tihe code name for Manus Island, "Underdopd for Los
Legros Ifland, Tnerefores, it would seem tuab thls vlan of air
. strikes vas degizned for the l'onue invasion scheduled for aboub

1 soril. Eowover, btae scheodule was transferred in the orisinal
Tor: to the Les Nezros invasion.

3., 65%a ane 4034 Tomb Sae., Torm 34, 27 Feo.-4 larch 443 65th Zoms
’ ., LR Lo, €0-J-1, 1 lareh 44,

74, Hisbory, 358tk Bomo Go., Feb, &4, m. 4. Cne 2256 wos lost and another
erasaed on thoe talkkeoff,

75, 7let ond 8933 roxb Sae., IA's ib. 60-Lel, 10 l'arch 44. One o225
received 15 hits fron .U0-cal, Mocaine-gon Five,

6, Gi5th Doob Go., «113's o, 60-0, 1 lhrcn 44,
7. Lold.

. 78, -2 Periodie BRevort, 1 larch 44, in History of 1lst Sripade, Srever
Tags Toree, vol, II, in AGD Analyels Files,

9. . istory, Gta Zaetienl Alr Commmientions Sq., ». 59,

80. 1st Cavalry Div., Eeport of the Brewer Tagz Force, ». 17, in AGD
Anzlysis Piles,

8l. 7lst, 208ta, and 8234 3omb Sasm., Fora G4z, 27 Feov.-4 larch 44,

§2. 49th Troow Jarrier So., 'XR, 3 llarch 44 and Kistory, llarch 44, nn. 2l-
. 22; Elgtory, 5th Taetieal Alr Commmic tions $q., Amp. Lo. 40, p. I,

88. liezory, B9th ¥roop Carrier Sa., lorea 44, n. 13 listory, 4lst Troop
Carrier 2q., !areh 44, n, 33; History, 875%h Troop Carrier Ga.,
iimren 4&, Awn., Doe, 1o, 2.

84, 8234 Bomb 3q,, L3R o, 61=I-1l, 15 llareh 44,

86. 8224 Bomb Iq., NR Yo, 81-I-1, 13 llrreh 44, Iere tae tine of attach:
is glven as 101b, bubt Tors 34, 37 Ted.«4 llnren 4%, hoe it at 1045.

v?, history, 4084 Bombd £q., larch 4%, », 1; 64th snd 4034 Bowb Sas.,
H'g Do, 6L-A-1, 1, 4 Varch 44; Tora $4'c¢, 27 Teuv.~4 lerch 44,

' £8. 7lst Bowb Se,, il o, 61-I-1, 10 lnreh 44,

89. 49B8th, B500th, rnd 501st Zord fos,., Torm 34%s, 27 Teb.-4 lLarch 44,

ii;; > _“f'_' =: (T g -~
NI TR M&@ %@ggsmi
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£99%h Tozb So., LI To, 811, 5 imreéh 24T " -
39th Troop Carrier Sq., «iCk, 3 llareh 44,

Tlsb onb S9., & Mo, o2-I-1, 12 larch 44,
8324 Zomd Sa., «iil Ho, 82-I-L, 12 Ihrch 44,

24d Bombp Sq., LUE Lo, 62-I-1, 18 larch 44,

Hlebory, 208tk Bomd fa., larch 44, p, 2 and WLE lo., 62-I-1,

S llnreh 44,

4354 Troop Corrier Gp., LilE's Jo. 1, 6 Iweh 44, One of the Bwl¥!s
hnd left Fincehhafen for Cane Gloveester at 07CO, but the ficld wns
closed in, Told to dispose of higs cargo ac he wiched, the wilot
declded to try lomote. Hislory, 4334 Wroop Carrier Gu., [ureh 44,
A0, DR, G839, A study of miscion renorts and nistories of troco
corricr units yFields only incoimleie inforcatlon sbout oir simnly
mae evocuntion duwrling oRahiil, Toring Iarch, nine troonm corrier
savndrons mede ab least 37 tripe to loumote, aboub two-fifths of
them vith B-17's. These trins vrousht in »ood, uedical sald engineer
saynlies, ordrnonce, merconnel, and mircellrneous eoudiwment, On 16
Iareh, for exmmle, the <leot ‘Troow Carrier Squadron flew in engineers
to start woric on the lokeran;: alrfield. IR, 18 l'areh 44, in
wistory, 4let Troon Carrier Saq., larch 44, »m, 37.38.

S&let Fliater Go,, ICR, 3 larch 44. The B-25'c got one of the
Jenonese olones,

E0let Pord Bq., IR To. 62-I, 3 Varch 44,

A96th Homd fna,, IR Yo, 82-I, 3 lnrch 44,

500t Eorb Ha., - Jo. uvI, 3 llnreh 44,

4%9th Zomb Za,, IR Jo, 82-I, 3 Yarch 44,

13th and 20th 2omb Sgs., HR's 7o, 62T, 3 Vareh 44,

F40th Jishtor So., Torm 5&, 27 ¥eb.-4 March {4,

Hicgtory, 4384 Diguter So., loreh 44, and Forn 31, 27 Tob.-4 laren 44,

Bietoxy, <034 Bomb 5q., llareh 44, m, 1; 66tL Soub S0, , iR Lo,
63-1-1, & llnreh 44,

1&th Zomb Sgq., «iE Lo. 63-%, 3 llarch ¢4,

£29t0 Bomb Ba, , (1L Ho, 85-D, 4 larch 44,

""" ,F‘,\_fu“

’ e Ty T
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108, 4Adr ddnistyy veerdy Iniellicence Summpir Lo, 287,9. 7, in A-2 1iD,

. 103, 15th Boub So., & Wo, 64-E, 4 lizreh 44; 80th Bowd S¢., Torm 34,
27 Ten.~t liarch 44,

110, B0O%h ond 501zt Zomd £qs., «io's Do, 64-C, & Larch 44. In these

. strixes on 4 llarch, the :-20's and 3-26's dropned 125 x 500-1b,

X vorlby and exvended 41,330 rounds in strafing., General “Tiitchezd
vas anxiocus to strilte Jerrnmese conconbrotblons north of Fvape Horvor
vut could not get farget datc from Alrio Yorce. Lir., thitehead to

. «enney, O llnrch 44,

111, &Etk and 4034 Zoud £qs., Li&'c Yo, G5-T-l, 8 lzrea 44,

112, fee 4w, Uo, 8, Yhrae 2-2B's, 17th Fecomnainsance Scusdron adjusted
artillery firc for 20 nminutes,

113, 495th andé 4899th Yowb Sos., «Ilt'e o, 66-I, 7 lareh 44,
. il4, Hiebory, Bt Tactlesl Air Corrumieations So., w. 61,

1315, Hietorys, 4lst Figbter So., lnrch 44, 3. 0-=47 overations had to
ve curiniled in order not to in‘berfere with the fighters., Ltr.,
hitchesd to Zenney, 5 linren £4.

1l6. Ha, 3rewer Tagk Force, (-3 Coorotlons fenort lo. 9, 7 larch 44, in
AGD Smnlysis Files, Tihe V Boswer Comrnnd History for larch 1944,
T. 3, shates thot Colk. Clinton Truve, commonding the 845th Pomoard-
rent Grows, londed the firet -0 ab lomote on 3 lnrch, bub the
. alery of Cent. George . rederic: states that on 7 March lab 1200,
It, Col. ulogett londed o Z-2¢ on lomote sbriv suwecessfully, M
+dstory, Bth Taectical Air Commumientions 2q7., App. Do, 40.

117, 7lst Bord Sq., Torn 34, D211 Iarch 44,

118. The munber of P=diD's arrivirs on 9 and 10 lareh varies in different
sources, out biie Hintor;, Lth Lactierl _ir Comunications Sq., Anp.
10. 40, hag 12 coming in on each day. See slso 499th Homb Sg,,
Torx 34, 5-11 lisrch 44, and kister; , 40th Troov Carrier Sq., larch
44, o, 6.

119, Cf, 36tk Figabtir So,, Yorm 34, 20 M.rck-l Anril 44

. 120, Hisgtory, 4034 Zomd So., larch 44, v, 2; 64ta Sord 8., l4E o,
€7-I-1, 9 llarch &, The £08d Sowbardmeont Souscron «.i Lo, 67-1-1,
10 liareh 1944, indulees in o 1ittle broqrins not justified by the

‘ record. Zxcent for one J-%¢% in eacn squadron, the G4th znd 65th

returned becnuse of veather; the 4034 ot throusgh with five of six
2-24's by flyinn ot very low cltitude wnder the storms., The writer
of the renort doaste thet ow 513%’::&1‘011 the 434 Groun flew under the

z;._;.c‘iﬁn\’ﬁna‘}?;g .
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cloud cover to reach the Adumircliies, while the S0th Grows "xillaed
over & cleud cover at 4000 feet Trom 11305 bo 123L/L and finally
returned to base wiithout hoving: drormed their bombs., . . ! For

the recorc, one ghould point out thut on 6 Tebrusry it was the Y0th
Group thot defied the wenther and the 434 Groww that turned to the
secondsr; target aiter hoving come within 100 miles of the
Adrlreities, 4034 somb Sq, , i3 do, 87-2-1, 7 Feb. 44. Certainly,
resulis on 7 !arch could not have been & source of muca satisfaction.
& 1,000-7%. uise docs not darmrpe o gun wositlon even tuough it may
nlexse the bomonrdier,

4928t and 5301lst 3omd S3as., korm Jé's, Ball liarch 44,

Ioid.

€4%h 3ombd Sa., LA Jo. 6H-Cwl, 13 larch 44, Among other targets
nit were Lorerngau, Fityilu Islemd, ldurbiu P4, , Loniu Village and
Lombrun £#t. The gix 2-24'g bombipyg Udrilo Iglend re;dstered 12
hlts on tie target out of 33 x 1,000-1b, bombs dromped, 453& Homb
30., Yorn 34, 5-11 lIarcu 44,

Figbory, 19th Borb 5q., Mareh 44, », 4; Hdstery, 33¢ Jomb Sq.,
Yarch 44, p. 1.

4ugth and BoOth Zomd 30s., Form 34's, E~11 llareh £4.
Eistory, 4034 Romb £g,, larch &4, n, 2.

£01st Romk Sq., <& Jo, 71-J, 12 Herch 44; 499th Zomb Sg., R Lo,
(1=K, 12 Izrch 44,

Hg, Zrewver ZIask Foree, 6-3 Cperations Perort o, 13, 11 llarch 44,
HEigtory, Hth Taetical Air Corctumiesntions So., Apm. 40.
History, lst Cavalry Biv. Artillerr, ». 1L, in o060 dnalysis Ziles,

History, 5th Tactierl Air Communiesations 5¢., ». 61,

424th and BOOLR fomb Sgs., «adk's Fo, TE-F, 10-1lu liarch 44; The
Yesels Weeidy, vol, II1I, mo. 12, 22 liaven 44, ». 840,

Fistory, 5tk Tacticsl adrx Communieantlons S¢., aApo. 40,
Hq. Brewer Tagk force, G-& Cperatlons Henort Io. 17, 1D larch 44,

EQlet Bomd Sg., wlE o, 78-%, 16 lorceh 443 Eistory, Oth Pactical
Alr Communlestions Sq., Aon. 40,

£88th. Fomb 8¢., Form 34, 12-18 liareh 44,

:‘3}*’ §r:w« e ‘A h‘lj?g o
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8224 Zomo Sq., Fora 34, 13-18 ikreh 44,

(3]

See Hao, 3rewer Tag': Force, G-3 Cnerations Reworts, 19-2¢ nreh 44,
duid., Yo, 28, 26 liawenr 443 Bin 3ombd Sq., Torm 34, 26 larch-l Anril 44,
Among the legger aduiralden, the following were oceupied: 1ityilu,
&0m&l Mareh; Korwniat and lidrilo, 1 April; Eewbuiyo, 2-3 Anril; Palz,
Y Aoril; nnd Tong, 12 Anril. G-3 Coerasions esorts, S0 ”‘).rch-

14 Anril 44.

110 Zevorbs, TLfth Mr Torece, 1944, The 317th Troow farrler Grom
roved 254F nersomnel and equinment, EHistory, 40%h Troop Carrier
Sa., !l.rgh 44, o, &-8; Elstory, 4lst Troop Jarrier Sa,, lisreh 44,
n. 88; Fisbory, 85th ‘I‘roon Corrier Sq., larch 44, oo, 23-24,

Ghe wiri, General Sumacry To. 187, 4 llarch 44, v, 1.

Isums fos. 189 (11 lbrch 44), ». 2-3 and 191 {15 larch 44), p. 2;
wisbory, o834 Fgnal Adr \srning 2n,, Activotion to 30 anril 44,

. 30,

Isun o, 188 (8 llarch 49), p. 1.

Irever Derort, op. -6,

Elgtory, 0834 3Lmal Air Jorning £n., oo, 28-32,

Eistory, 385tn Tigater So,, lureh 44, pasein, snd Form 34'g, Mareh 44,
36th Flchter og., Form 8d's, laren 44,

History, 4334 Flguter So., larer 44, n. 3. fSnese uissions varied
in strenasth fremz 2 to 16 P-Jols, the average belng abous 8,

History, Hg. So., T Boudber Commané, lLareh 44, o, 5.

BZobn, 038ta, ance £31let Zomb Sqg., Torm 34's, lareh 44,
History, 310%th 2omb uing, [oren 44, », 5,

Eietory, Ho. « Eq. Sq., ¥V Bomoer Comisnd, linreh 44, op, 5.8,
History, 7 Bomber Commarcd, 'area 44, n. 10.

Ioic,, vo. 8-Y; Bistory, Ho, « Ho. Sq., ¥ Somber Command, llareh 44,
7. 6.

Hisbory, 7 Zonmber Command, !arch 44, »., 9
¢ f
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ARFE.-43, Totes, Ouan, IV i
sz !kv

157. B34 2omb 3q., rTorm 32'e, llarch 44,

1538, Uistory, ¥V Bootber Jommond, March 44, », 5y higtory, 3la2thz Bomb Gz..
Inreh 44, n, By Hictory, 81 3oub Ho., Yaren 44, mo, 1-2,

169, Eiswory, ¥ Somber Qomuend, inwrea 44, n, 6.
180. Iswa Pz, 186 (1 lizres 44), o, 1,

161, Lirtoxry of Fifth Alr Force, Part LIr, p», 17
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BIBLIQGRAPHICAL NOTRE

This study, primerily e history of eir combat in the Bismarck
Archipelsgo ares, is imtended to bridge a gap between other AF
Historiesl Studies desling with the Thirteenth Air Force in the $olomons
and the Fifth Alr Force in Wew Guines. Therefors, no effort has been
mede to discuss such matters as development of meteriel and ordnence,
operetions of service commends, administretion, or deteils of plamming
at the higher echelons. *his deliberate limitation is reflected in the
sources thet have been used.

Unit histories of fighter smd bomber squedrons, groups, end commends
have been dravm upon heoevily. Parbs I end II of the Fifth Alr Force
History were not available at the time of writing; but Pert III covering
the period 1 February to 15 June 1944, with its accompanying documents,
wes very usefuls The .eekly Status end Opsrations Reports (Form 34)
from Ocbober 1943 %o Merch 1944 provided most of the stetistical data.
Statisties derived from this source were checked egeinst the Incoming
Cebles originating et Genersl MacArthurts headquarters. These cebled
commmniques conteain practically the only informetion aveilable at
present on the ectivitles of the RAAF. Tho Nerretive Mission Reports,
vhich exist under verious titles, provide bits of informetion which
becoms exceedingly importent when followed through for & period of
several months. Unlike the Form 34, these reports very considersbly
in quality, length, and scope. Statisties and informetion sbout enemy
air strength eare found primarily in the Intelligence Summeries issued
by General Kemney's headgquerters.

Nerretive histories, journals, field orders, and other documents
origineting with the Army Ground Forcesend Marine units involwed in the
campaigns are indispensseble. This meteriel is deposited in the A4GQ
Anslysis Files, which also contain copies of Nawval Action Reports,
observers' reports, and miscellsneous doouments of interest. The 1st
Marine Division's "Special Action Report, Cepe Gloucester Operstion"
end the Alemo Forcets ®Report of the Dexterity Operstion" are excellent
scoounts. TUnless specifically noted, documents cited are in the Archives
of the AAP Historical Of'Tice.
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AATH. 43 e e e T Egﬁwm

Mﬁ.“fz‘”’f“-“’”“ﬁ

Aly Plan for Z Day, Arawe, 15 Dec, 43 *

®

Heodguerters, Advance Ichelon,
Fifth Alr Foree, APO u29
15 Decembor, 1943,

- FHAG A TART FIZLD OnudR)
-lm‘B-‘-‘R - 4 & 2 & @ 1?3)

1. Omitied,

2. Tlfth Adr Force atiacis the enemy bivouacs and supply areas, TAPY
GLOUVESIER; provides dlreet support to Anphibious Force in ARAWE
Area; provides fizhter protection for Faval Forces; prepares to
supnort Graund orees.

3, a., Oouwondlng General, V 3omber Comnand will:

. (1) Strile enenmy divounes and supply areas at CAPD GLOUCHITIR
with one (1) groas of heavy boabers, per strike order
Gomaanding General, V sSouber Comzand, dated 14 December,
1943. Fighter cover srovided nara. 3. £, (1).

{2) Protp WE/AX, ZAVI.LG,
{g) Provide normal reconnazlssance.
b. Coumondizg General, Tirst Alr Task Torce will:

. (1) Mnintain ome (1) squadron attack boabers om alr alert on
call by Amphiblous Forces in ABAJL Area from 0615% to 0S00L.

(2) lnintain two (2) squadrons A-20's on sround alert 0800L to
1830L prepared to abtaci: targets in ARAVE Area,

, (3) lalntain five {5) scundrons heavy boubers on alert to sirike
barzebs in ARAWE Area 08001, to 1000L. Attack QAPE
CLOTCRST T L using this foree iL it is not called on by
Grovnd Zorees by 1000T.

(4) Provide fizhter protsction for Amphibious Force at ARAWE

) (5) Provide fighter protoction for llaval Convoy as required. @
(6) IMaintain shuttle to FADZAB_GUE'P with avallabdle troop
. carriers as requesied.

* Copy annexed to Hemdquarters Army Ground Torces, "Report on AMr -

Suprort in Southwest Pacific Aren During the Feriod 1 I*ovember 1943
'bo 1 ’*’ebruﬂ r:{ 1944- i
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(7) Conuuct br:.'q,e sweep aloae coast of Lis BITUIL starbing
ab Aln Cl ndeht of 15-16 Decerder, 1943, per plan Comman d-
ing General, First iir Task korce, nsling one (1) srusdron
%-211-14‘-1 1 Sa

Commandine Qfficer, Second sir Task Force will:

(l Conduct maxirmam Lroop carrier ogera.t.ions Lk~ TaL 2nB=0UCAT
L
Area,

(2) Provide area pediun eover for all trocp carrier operations
B0 CUuhF.

Comnanoing Officer, Third iir Task rorce will:

(1) Conduct early morning Fighter sweep bto Palall=iLsfISL.b
Area, texiag off =5 soon 2s first li~ht ana weather perm:.t.

(2) Provide fisnter cover for all trosp carrier overations to
GUol

Commanding MNeneral , S4th Troop Carrier iing will:

(1) Utilize six (6) troop carrier squadrons for moving units
to an [and?] supnlyinge forward bases as directed by this
Rerdruzrbers,

Oopvveding Cenerel, V Fichter Command will:

(L) Cover operations para. 3. z. (1) with one (1) scuadron
P"l{G‘S.

(2) tvispateh one (1) rrovn P-4T's to DOZOOTEA first lisul to
core under operablonal conbrol Coamandiag General, First
‘3r Tagk Foree for tbe day,

Air Officer Corrandine, 9 Crerctionz) Croup wills

(1) ibbnek LUTILT AIADLIYT 1ith mavimus force Peauforts night
of 15/16 Uzearber, 1943,

(2) Hold one (1) soundron Hoszons on alert 1200/L to 1700/L
nrepared to cibac’ enany naval forces,

(3) FProvide firhter cover dlong soubh eoast Jo! BAITATI 25
per plia Lir Officer Lonmaading, 9 chmtmual firoup.

(L) Conduet late strafer sweep Ath D to Glolill, arriving
Gl LT obodnask,

{5) Gontinue to perform presmt. plang of recoanaissance and
to provide mtl-aub Hrine putrol as renuired. l
i‘
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(£) Provide fighter defense of advance island bases as well

. as NMILLI BAY,

(7) Iight of 15/16 December, 1943 dispateh Catalina to conduct
barge sweep south const NEW ZRINAIN ag per plan Alr Officer
Comranding, ¢ Operationzl Group.
- . 4, Oxmitted.
B, Signal Comuunicabtlons - ¥o Change.
By comusnd of Major General WHITELZLD:
EITAR ¢, CO0PIR,

Colonel, Alr Coxvs,
Chief of Btaff

s o et (R
| SECURITY ORI
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Appendix Wo. 5
“ Alr Plan for BACKEATDER Operntion

AVLEX QY TO OPIRATIOL ORADER 10, 2-43, SACHKHAUER FOHCE"

AIR SUFPORT PLAI

00591, Headgusrters Zackhander Forcs
. 1990=5-80 AP0, 820
160/233

Yiovenber 14, 1943, 100D
SECRET *

Txecerpts from Fifth Alr Porce Operation Plan,

1. I Cover.-
. {a) D=1 day.

(1) Sufficient cover will ve nzintained to insure the safety
of %the convoy,

(b) D-doy.

(1) One (1) Fi Sg Aren cover from 0630 until 0700.
(2) %hree (3) FL Sq Area cover from 0700 until 1400.
{3) Ome (1) Fi Sa Convoy cover from 1400 unbil 1830,

@ (c) Didays.

(1) Aren cover by at least one (1) flight of Fi will be main-
tained from 0700 wntil 1400 DL3 days.

(2) 4fter D3 doy Fi cover will be withdrawn unless friendly
convoys are mloading.

M 30 A.t.'k. m-—
(a) D-doy.

(1) Ome (1) A%t Go will neutralize by bombing and strafing
ZaluES YOILOJ 1 and 2 froa H minus seventeen (17)
ninutes until ¥ minms two (2) ninwies, or until landing
poats ars 507 yards from beach., One (1) Atk Sq of this
Gp using WP bouwbs, will strafe and smoke TARGI? HILL o
. proveat enemy observed fire from these defenses.

* 1st llarine Divislon, Speeial Acilon Repord, Cape Gloucester Operation,
Annex G‘. =%

LK . @

BER ks - Wm « m i

- i“& LUhM\L U“ \Jt\ alH b k’g’ o
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(2) One (1) Atk Sq will neutralize by bombing and strafing

landing beach GEuEN from H minns twelve (12) ministes

‘. uwntil ¥ nminvs two {2) minutes; if directed by the fighter
director shiv off GRUDLY 3EACH, the time of ATK will de
postooned uwp wnbtll 30 minuntag and will cease at ATE time
plus 10 minutes oxr when landiags boats are 500 yards frox

* beacho

. (3) Pour (4) Sg of Atk ivn wlll Atk tergets along the coast,
fron DOEF POLM K and 2 to the Adrm Area. Approximate
tine of this attack will be E plus one (1) hour and forty-

. five (45) minutes.

(v) DI éays.

(1) Sufficlent Atk Awn will De available for use as directed
by Com Gen FATF, to enabls the Boexhander Forse to
expediflovsly accomplish i1is mission.

. 3. Domb Awn.-
(a) D-day.

(1) Two (2} Sq of H Bomb will bomb TARGET MILL from E minus
forty-five (45) minutss o X minus twenty-five (25)
ninutes or TARGET RIDGE as an slternate $argst.

(2) Three (3) Sg of H Bomb will boud GREYHOLD Borzen Say/
Ares from H minne forty-five (45) minutes to H minus
twenty-five (25) mlnutes to destroy enemy mortar and
automntic weajons positions in this irea, or HILL 860

. as an altornate barget.

(3) Tour (£) Sq of U Bomb will bomd TARGED RIDEE at approxi-
nately E plus one (1) hour and fifteen (15) minmtes ox
TATAD POILT ares as an alternate target.

(v) Df days.

(1) Sufficient Bowb Avn will be availabls for use as directed
by Qo Gen FATP, to enable the Backhander Force to ex-
peditiously acecomplish 1ts nission.

4. Alr Alert.-
(a} D-day.

{1) One (1) Sq of 4%z Avn will De on air alert from H Hour
until E plus one (1) hour and thirty (30) minutes. Three
‘ (3) S8q of Atk Avn will De used with ome (1) Sg over
target for thirty (30) nimmtes. If no targets are
called for oy the sackhander Force alternate bargets will
be attacked ag follows: lst Sq - TARGI RIDGE, 2nd S¢ -
TARGEY EIZGE, Brd 5g - uILL 660.
G t&‘ﬁi"v“

k,aiw“ RN
I—*’L*~ _ *m}:{i U_L\ll Mh_ 3 Ui\‘ 0 H - O
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. (v) Dfdays.
(1) Air alert will not be provided afier E plus one (1) hour
and thirty (30) minutes uniess directed by Com Gen FATP.
5. Ground Alert and Eepezt Llssionsg.-
- {a) D-day.

(1) Two (2} Sq of M Bomd wlll be on ground alert from H minus
Torty-five (45) minutes until H «lus elzet (8) hours and
fifteen (15) minutes.

(2) Four {4) 8q of At: Avn will be prepared o go on Gromnd
Alert status two (2) hours after returan from sirxike
nissions.

. (3) MWae (9) Sq of ¥ Bomb immediztely wron londing will be
refueled and re-armed and will conduct a second nission
on D-day apainet targets =elected, »rior to D minus three
(3) days, by the Bacithander Force.

(4) Four (4} Sq of Atl: Avn immedintely woon landing will
refuel and rearn and will conduct a second mission on
D-dny againet tarsets selected, prior to D minus three
(3) days, by the ZBacknander Force.

(5) Four (4) Sq of At Avn will be prepared to go on Ground
Alert status two (2) hours after returning from striie
. mtgcions agalinst shipping targets of opportunity.

{b) Didays.

(1) Sufficient Ground Alert will be available for use, as
directed by Corn Gen TATF, to enaole the Backhander Force
to expeditiously adcorplish its mission,

3Y COilAw OF HMAJUR GE.XRAT RWPIERTUS:

. AlIOR Lel. SIMy»,
olonel, U,S. Harine Corms,
. Chief of 3taff.
- DISTRIZTILON:  Same as Opn O

To. 243,

—~s Ao POLLOGK,
Colonel, U3IG,

D.3. '
i\“wi amlh“"&iﬁa , o -5
L O wn V ’ht\il\i P TR ————
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Appendix No. 6
. Tifth Alr Force Operations over Cane Gloucesber, 26 Tecember 1345%
A, Bomoer Cperationg
N Sq, Xo. of Time Target Yuwber and ‘feight Ammuni, t1on%*
Flanes Over of Bombsg
Tarced 100 250 300 500 1000 .30 .80
4 529 9 B-24 0714 fTargeb Eill 12 &6
580 10 3-24¢ 0714 Target Hill 64
66 9 3-24 0712 Silimati P, defenses 108
86 8 3.24 0718 Silimati Pt, defenses 84
403 7 3-24 (0718 Silimnti Pt. defenses 84
498 10 3.25 Q726 Yellow Beaches 204 18,100
500 10 B~-25 O¥87 Targebt EHill 100 5,300 14,885
499 8 B-256 0738 Yellow Beaches 176 13,780
. 501 10 2-25 0728 Yellow Beaches 220 2,700 22,315
13 11 3-235 0737 Green Jdeach, Tanalli 120 22,800
90 8 A-20 0810 Target Rldge 30 12,400
8 12 420 0840 Target Ridge 41 10,650
89 12 A-20 0900 Target Ridge 4B 8,745
321 6 B-24 0907 Target Ridge 36
401 6 B-24& 0907 Target Rldge a6
319 € B=24& (0z08 Target Ridge 36
320 6 B-24 0908 Target Ridge 36
822 @ B.25 1047 Tlamzingl Tillage Ares 14 400 4,400
B2 9 B-25 1047 Ulamningl Tillage Area i7 450 4,800
® 7L O B35 1050 Potni Village Area 18 850 12,375
405 9 B=25 1050 Potni Village irea 16 1,030 12,670
498 6 B-25 14423 TYatamo Folnt defenses 24 5,280
E0) 6 B-25 1447 lUatamo Polnt defenses 16 1,100 5,75
499 6 B-25 1445 l'atomo Point defenzes 30 4,800
B01 6 B-25 144E VYatamo Poini defenaes 24 5,645
403 6 3-24 1518 Hill 6«0 36
- 65 6 B-2& 1615 Hill 680 36
64 9 B-24 1619 Eill G6&9 54
53% 9 2-24 1lol¢ Target Ridge 62
- B30 10 B=24 1621 Target Ridge 72
Totals 107 B-24 820 308 24 166 E8Y 11,830 1,v62,190
109 3.25 )
32 A-20 Totel bodd tonnage: 422.6
. * Gorpiled frou lUarrative Hission Zeports and leekly Status and Cperatlons
Eeports (Forn 34's).
#*% The 7lst and 8234 g_u,..drons fired 224 x 75mn chells in thelr attacisat
1047 and 1090.
i .y
| W&M\é@*‘b“‘ o e, R @k
R ruRwad e . e
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3. TFighter Cover

AAFIE-43

~ Squadron Ro. of Time of Vietories 0.5, Lossges
Planes Tazeoff DIesiroyed DProbables ILestroyed
& Missing
) 340 16 P-47 =Finschhufen 0624
- 80 18 P-38 Doboldura 060
&30 15 P-38 Tonodura o7CH
& 16 P47 ladoed Q715
34, 14 P-47 Finschhafen 0844
39 14 P-4 Hadzed 0845
341 2 P-47 Finschhofen 0908
343 1 P-47 Fingchhafen 0905
433 16 P-28 Tobodurs 0950
432 15 P~38 Dohodnrs 1000
35 15 P40 Finserhofen 1020
. 80 17 P38 Dobodwra 1140 9 2
40 15 P-39 Indzab 1145
231 16 P-33 Doosodurs 1145 13
36 16 P47 Tadzab 1816 7 2
35 16 P20 Fingchhofen 1530 18
433 16 P-28 Doboduxrs 1355
342 15 P~47 Fineehhafen 1445 15 1 (By
KT 8 P47 Finschhafen 16456 1 Allied
341 8 P47 Flinschhafern 1630 AfA)
340 4 P~47 Finschhafen 1630
40 11 P39 Hadzeb 1645
@ Totels 112 P38 &3 5
26 P39
31 F-40
117 Pus?
286

Allied antizircraft flre also shot down one eneny fighter, the 499th
. —ombardment $q. elaime 1 Val chot éoim, and the 50lst Bombardment Sq.
c¢laing 1 Val probable, ralsing the totals given above to 65 destrored
and Y probably destroyed. Comparicon of personwel losses is interecting:
. the Jepanese lost & minimum of 142 alrmen, a maxlwum of 188, Zhe Fifth
Lir Force lost 2 pllots from eneuy action.

i ' \
j‘t Lae’ £ L% oa s
O |

SFRUR\-\W( INSIING
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Appendix lo. 7

~ Plan for Alr Cooperction, APPZASH Cperation

Annex C to Opn O lo 7-4&

ATD01EL Headguarters Backhander Forcs
) 1990-£-80 &0, 320

434/332 Harch 1, 1944. 1600

SEgRA

l. Air Force Boubline to be as follows gelng inbto effect D-2 dars znd
remaining in force until further notice: From ¥ shore ROCKE (T1H0I)
ISLAND UE to 2 point five thousand (5000) r.rde I SAKAR ISLAND,
then I3 to polnt flve thoucand (£000) yer? . of CABZ HOLLUATI! (¥ $4ip
VIILAMIBZ PAUINSULA) [<ig/ then E to in..reept & ¥ - § line rumning
. through peaix of 1T, NAUALCZLOJTH, Strikes to be made only on pre-~
arranged torgets after D2 daye,

2+ Strikes requected on followling tarcets nrior to D-daw:

VLUPAL PLANTATION “ORPI - SOUTL BRANOH KULU RIVER
VITORAEA TULLTGAL
HOSKIGS AIRDECUR 4T REO PLATATION
GAVUVD 4P WALTI DT
BULY DABY ATY
PATASUA GRUA ISLAND
PALASTA LIRDEOL S04 IONIO0A PLATOAIION
Cii0Z LuiDING - ROAD KUITNIO
o PLATATION

3. (=) D=l Dlax.-
(1) Photos of T4TASJA Ares.
(2) Two (2) Sqirns of 2ezuforts borbing TALASHEA Area snd
installatiorns.
o) One (1) Sqdrn of Beauforts bombing HOSKINS and GAVUVT Aree.
4) Intensive arced reconnzissance over entire area.

4. (a) m-—
- (1) Zwo (2) Sqdxns of Beauforts bombing TADASEA Ares and
lrstallations.
{2) Cne (1) Sqérn of Beauforts bombing HOSKINS and GAVUVU Area.
(3) Intensive armed recorneissance over entire arcza.
(4) EHeavy attacke by SOUPAC on RaBaUL AIRIDRCUES.

. 5. (a) D=l Zav.-

(1) Two (2) Scérne of Zeavforts boumving TALASIA Area znd
installations.

Ris» ot

..f-"_ el b i_\\w
Lm — M;ELL_AS\H%\‘. \\."‘(,\JM'“ ,
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(2) One (1) 8qdran of Reavforts Bombing HOSKILS and GAVUVU

Arean,
. {(3) Intensive armed reconnaissance over entire ares.
(4) Heavy ottacks by SOUPAC on EABAUL ATFDROIES,

(a) Aix_ﬂ.o:zen
(1) One (1) Sgdrn over convoy at firet 1light untll time boats
are unlozfled,
(2} Two (2) flichts over Bezck EED for interceptlon and pro-
tection. .
b} (8) Two (2) flights coverins withdrawal of boats to IBOKI.
b Qlose Iin supcort for coordinated abiacik:
{1} Domb and strafe Beach RED,
(2) Suoke VOLUPAL FOIZY ané XW voint of Beach IED,
(e) Zombing of TALASH: Apen from H-nour untll HA2 hours (1000L):
(1) Strefe inlond and coastal trsil and road net,
(2) Bomb TALASTA ATHDEONE and installatione.

. () Bomb HOSKINS - GAVUVU Area throughout the day.
(&) I-Iezwy a‘lr at‘b'mz. by SOUPAC on RASAUL AIEDRCLES,
(f)

(1) Pour (4 ) P—ZQ’ with FOO 1b bombg emch on ground aleri
2t GLOUCESTER,

?' m-"
(a) Alxr Sover:
(1) COne (1) Sqdrn over comnvey at first light until time bozts
are unloaded.
(2) Two (2) £flighte over Beach RED for interception and

. rrotection,
(3) Two (2) flights covering vithdrawzl of boats to IBOKI,

(v) e :
(1) HOSEINS - GAVUVU Ares throughoul day.
(2) Bombing of IADASHA Ares z¢ requested through ALP,
(3) Henwy alr attaciks by SOUPAC on EABAUL. ATRDROMES,

) (¢) Grounc alert:
J (1) TFour (4) P-32's with £00 1b bombs esch on ground alert at
CLOUCESTER,

8. a&ffer DAY Day.-
(&) Cover, recommaissance, bombardment and photographic missions
. as requested through ALP,

EY COMLIAYD OF FagOR GENIPAL RUPZRIUS:

@ 5. v, s,

Colorel, U, 5, lazrine Corps,

DISERIZUTION: Seme as Opn Chief of Staff. -
0 To- TR W TR
OFRICIAT  JUp g, L s
I, P, Rockmore, VR AIIRARE: ¢t ]
| egem, URD, dast., D5 womememmeeneney. o CUUNT Y H“éi‘Lm " H
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Appendix o, 9

. Plen of Alr Operations in Support of SEIVER*

I. General:
) L. Force whlch will be eunloyed:
a. Inbtlre Boxmher Torea 1n Hew CGuinen.

" b. Traap Carrisr forces required by the tactical situation:
supplemented by four (4) B-17s for emergency air dropping.

c. Xlghter Force ae reguircd b the tactienl situation.

d. Units of ¥ Overationut Group will be emnloyed to:

. (1) YWeutrallze ensmy air forces in central New Britain by
regeat striles os neceasary against Gaszata and Cane

Hasking airdronmes,

(2) 2e prepared for the initinl oceupation of lanus Island
to the extent of three (2) fighter Souadrons.

{3} Destroy nostile naval forces and ehipning within range.

(2) Provide, within arca of responsibility, air defense
necesaary to meintain efficisney of forw~rd baszes.

. 2. Utilizing the above forces Tifth Alr Force will:

a. Suppori the operations of Southwest Paclfic snd Soubh Facifie
forcez by neuitralizing alr attacks against nostile air forces
and defense installatlong In norithern New Ireland and the
Admiralties,

. 3. Support the 3ENIR operation by
a. Neutralizing enemy air forces znd alr fialds in central

ew JSritain and zlonz the .orth esast of New Gulnea to
includs Tadjl.

. b. TFroviding fizhter cover for the aparosen and retirement and
the inlitlal disembuarkation of over water troop and sumly
Jovenendc,

. * Igaued by Headanarbers, Advonce Ichelon Tifth Alr Force, 20 Tevrusry

1944, copy in Fifth Alr Force Hisbtory, Part III, Appendix IT, Doc. ..o, 15.

Detalls of fishter omerstions, providing convoy ard shipping cover, are

omitted from the present copy. Oode nases have been rendersd in the clear.
T

. x «- & '} ;
E | @E\mi\-'ii"“

L seuumini WY e PReENIRER
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c. Supporting the attack on B2J 2R By heavy bombardment on
landlngs "DY Toy, aad nrior to the atiack, heavlly neubralize
. the oojective area.

é. Ghereafter nrovide clogs supnorting action of landing forces
eg regulred by the Taghk Fores commander,

e. Providing one (1) airbarne ealiocer 50 antiaireraft battery
on D minus 3 at staging area at Oro Bay to be released to
Commanding General, 1lst Cavolry Divislon.

£. Providing one (L} Air Enginesr Officer and one (1) non-
commisgioned ofiicer to go in with Eoccomncissance Group--
52 be flown to Tobodurc to renort to Brigandier General Chace,
D3,

g. Providing one (1) Alr Liaison Party, ctripped down to renort
t5> Comnamding Gemeral, lgt Cavalry Division at Oro Bay, D-3.

h, ZIeing nrepared to deliver supsly by air dropoing as reoulred.

4. Tnstall initially, at the earliest practical date, by arrangement
witn Counender, ALiM0O Force, taree (3) fighter squadrons wita
associated service elements and the necessary air warning and
radio navigntional facilities to provide for local protection of
installations znd shipping.

5. Coatlnue to:
. a. Destroy hostile naval forces and saipping uvithin reach.

b, In conjunction with Allied naval forces, isolate hostile
navy by attaching coastal shin»ins alonz the north coast of
Tew Guinea znd western ew 3ryitain coast.

c. Swwors the operation of ¥ew Guinea Force.

d. PFProvide, within arez of responsibility, alr defense nsceassary
%o maintain efiiciency of forward bases, including defense

of Uilne Hay-Dovodure shinping.

6. Provide close defsnsive aerisl reeconnnicgance and general aven
reconnsissance as already commltted ané as may be required.

7. Assist Aliled Intelligence Bureau in tae supnly and meintenance
of odsmervation posts ard advanced noinbs.

GECLRITY VORI e et
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

[

e - - - T i ;
§oY Vo .o . w!,:' - atr;
ALFRC-43 R O SRR L
*

x L.

II., 3Bombarduent Cperztions:

. 1. D Pay ninve 3.

a., Jdmloying three (i) squedrons of heavy boubers, and saven
(/) soumzrons of abtac’: bomvers, strl-e enemy airnplanes,
anticireraft positions, versonner, and supoplies at lanue,

b, Zanteying four (4) sgundrons of heavy bompers, strike enemy
anti-aireraft, personnel, and supolies at 3ub and Dngun
airdrones in the Veuwak area.

¢. Imloying three (3) sauacrons of PALT dive vombers, strike
ensny alrplanes, suwvlies, and runway at Hadang.

2. D Day ninus 2.

a., =mloying thres (3) sauadrons of heavy bombers, attack
. enemy sirplaneg, anti-airerafi, znd personnel in the “fewsk
arez. Secondory tarzet -~ Hansa Bay., Tertiary target -
‘adang.

0. Hrmloying four {4) squadrons of heavy bombers, attaelr
eneny airplanes, anti-aireraft, and personnel at Tadji.

e, Imploylng oix (6) sguedrons of ntiace: bombers, attacs anti-
alrceraft positions, personnel, cnd sunplies at llanus,

d, Buploying two {2) scusdrons of BALT dive bombers, abbac:
. eneny sirplanes, anti-aircraft, and versonnel at Madans
and JAlexishafen,

3. D ninus 1,

a. Iloying vnite of the Fifth Air Foree as required by the
tzetical satuntion. Ualke out Hovieng: or in the event that
tnis does not anopear to be a snitavle target, hls airdromes
on Yorth Kew Gainen.

. A, D Day.

a2, Zploylng three (3) sauadrons of MHeay;” bombers, attack
. targets at Manus. 7Tnis attach to be completed oy T hour
ninus twenty (20) minates.

0. Bmploying four (4) squadrons of attack bombers, attac:
. targers at llanug, Toese units wili arrive in the tarzet
ares, contact tae headquarters ship, UsSs Hand, eall sig
Juls0, E hour minus 18. %ae lavy oot being in position

Tt \: 9
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to effeetively follow the sir sirike, the planes will circle
over Pzk Island on sization for one (1) hour. At the end
. of thxt time, bthey will contact headquarters ship JulisO,
and nobiny the Air Control Officer that they are sonmenc-
ing atiack ané retrrnin: to haze won completion. In the
event that the Iavy 1s prepared to follow in the clr attzck
vituin the tlme limits, $he obtach: will termdnszte upon
first boat rezehin shore, or age safety dictates. In the
evend that radio communications fail, the alr abbtack will
begin upon the firlrge of a star chell at fifteen hundred

(1500) feet over the target zrex by the neadguerters ship
JUuZQ, . . .

¢. TFron H nour minur five (B) minubes, to E hour plus four (1)
nours, bhe 345tk Romb Group will provide one (1) scuadron
on zir alert over the objective ares for one (1) hour,
esch: to hit predesimated targets on call from Tack Force
Coursnders.

d. Emloying four (4) scurdrons of heovy bhombers, abtack eneny
airplines, antl-zireraft, perronncl and supplies ab Eavieng,
if air situsrtion on D-1 requires, othewiee hit Yew Guiner
airdromes,

e, Trom H bour wntil ¥ plus six {6) hours, 7lst Fecco Growm
will provide thrse (Z) B-25's on air alert over Par Islend
for three (8) hours eanch to lay srole on predetermined
tarcets on call fror the Tasi: Toree Oopwenders. . . .

Tote: Section III, which ie omitted from this copy, provides for fighter
. operations frow D ninus 1 to D nlus 3.

This nlon anparently was prepared for lnvasion of Munus Island

in the Seeadler Harbor erea, since the cole name ULIDEZING (Los
Yegros) does pot appesr. The pabttern of alr cooperation folleved
tris plon so closely thot it seeme to hove Deen nub inlo effeet
alrost in its entlrety, substituviing Tos egres for ilzmue wherever
tke latier aprezrs as a designated target.

.H fan i*?;';-'f;‘ 4 :i./‘s_.i‘
SECURITY WFOR e 10
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Appendix Ko, 10
. Fevized Plan of Alr (perztions in Support of BREWER*
hEADLUARTIRS
ALLIXD ALR FORCES
) SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA
OP:EATIONS INSERUCTIONS) APQ 928
) 14 March 1944

)
l’m}m:‘a.co-on%fl)

RAFERINGS OFZRATIONS INSTRUCTIONS NUIBLR 44/2, GENERAL HWADGUARTEES,
SOUUELEEY PACIFIC Astih, DATED 9 LARCH 1944, EFFECTIVE UPON RECIIFPT OF
THESHE OPsPATIONS INSE.UCRIONS, OPERLTIONS INSIFUCTIONS NUMBER 44, THIS
nEADGUARTEERS, DATHD 18 FEBRUATY 1844 IS HoVOKED ALD THS FOLLOWING SUB-
S$TITUTCD THIREFOR, ZXCZPT FOR ALNEXHS 3, 4 o 5 WHICH LILL RaQIN IN 5107
. 4D WILL BE IRCORPORATID AS ATIEXES 3, 4 & 5 T0 OPIIATICNS INSTRUCTIONS
FUMATE. 44/1:

1. a. Ineny Air Foreces are divided, wlth p concentration of Iaval
Air Unlts ot BiBAUL and EAVIZNG vhile Army Alr Unlts are concentrated fronm
WK wentward, For detsils of hostile dispositions see current Intelligence
Sumnuries.

b. Alr recommaissance at LOS LL0GROS cnd LORTEGAY, 25 February

1944, falled fo eliclt any hostile reaction. Maval and Alr basce haove

been neutralized in the ADUIRLITIES, =nd are unfer henvy attack in the

. VARDATIS, Traguentery Orders lssued for the seilzure of LOS N<GROS are
hereby confirmed:

(1) ¥EV BRITAIN TORCE wills

(2) Supported by the ALLIED AIP AND YAVAL Forces execute
& recornsissance in force of NOIOTH Ajrfield, HIL'E
HARCOR grnd LOS NIGRCS, znd should the area be found
to be virtuslly vnocousied, remain in occupation.

(b) Prepere sirfieldés initislly for immediate trancrort
operation and at earliest practicahle date Ffor
fighter cperation.

(2) ALLIZD LAVAL Forces will support the operutlon by:
Transporting amd lending elements of the recomnslssance
foree and surplies and furnishing the necessary navel
. protection therefor.

* Copy in Fifth iir Force History, Part III, Apvendlx II, Tocument ITo, 121,
Qode nemes bave been renderdd in the clear.
e

Fob i waatdd .
R O e S—— .
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2. a. SOUIEWEST and SOJIE FACIFIC Forees will continue the scizure
sné occupation of the ATIIIALDY ISLANDS snd ipsolate RABAUL,

b, The ALLIID AIX FORCOS will svpport the operaticns of the
SOUTHVEST and SOUTI PACIFIC Torces by ensnging hostlle lant, sez and air
forces duwring ths operation.

3. a. Fhe Teputy Coxvoncer, FLIFWE ALE FOGE, will:
(1) Continue to support the ALULZLLTIZS operation oy:

(a) Supporting the furtker seirure 2nd occupation of
the ADIZAITIZS as arranged with Conander ¥a
BRIZATY TOXCZ.

(0) Heavily neubralizing the objective area and enemy
alr forces in CELIDAL TEY BRITAIY and along the
North Coast of NEW GUILLA, except the BABAUL area.
. (2)

Providing anti-subierine escort and fighter pro-
teetion for overwater trocp, supply and novel
novemerts,

(@) Transporting troops and supplies as recuested by
Comrzrder 18] BRITAIN FOROL,

| (2) Imstell initlelly, at the eurliest practicable date, by
arrangenernt with Commander NEV BRIZAIY FOX0H, three (3)
fighter squadrons with associated service elements and
the necessery alr warning and radio navigational

. facilities te provide for loeal protection of installa-
tiens znd shipping., Units for inttial sarrison shown
in Annex FTumber 1 (Troop List).

(3) Be prepered to assizt the SOUTH PACIFIC Foree in the
neutralization of orthern ZIET IXILANL and in the
RABAUL area upon further direction of this hesdquarters.

{2) continue %o:

- (a) Destroy hostile navel forces amé shipping within
TAnge.

v () In conjunction with ALLIZD HAVAL Forces, isolate
hostlle advanced forces by attacking coastal
shivplng alonz the coast of NEW GUINEA and KEV

. BRITAIY west of CiP0 LZ0aiAY and CAP. LAIBE=T,

{e) Suvpmort the operations of NIEW GULNRL FCORUE and
provide air defense of SOUIHWELST PACITIC AxFA
forward bages.

I;E: Ch et
,»tl N i‘ly_ l"iu“i%é.iwm%l‘
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(5) Provide reconnaissance as follows:

. (a) Olose defensive aerial reconnnigssnce of the
BISIAECK SEA West of the line speeified in Par. 3
% (2) below, and within the arc: MaSSAU ISL.D
{exclusive) ~ WINIGO ISLAND (ipelusive) -
#OLLATDIA (inclusive).

{b) Muintain regujer recornaigsance over assembly of
alr and naoval forees ot WAKDE ISLa D,

(c) Provide genersl asrlal reconnaissance West of the
poundary between SOUTH snd SOUTEVEST PACIFIC Forces
and northwerd of closc defensive zerial reconnzis-
sance ares (Far. 3 a. {5) (&) above) to 1°31' Forth
latitude betusen the above gpectifled bounfery
and 1359 ZEast longitude.

. (6} Assist Allied Intelligence Bureau in the supply and
nzintenance of observetion ports and advanced parties.

b, The iir Officer Commarding, Rii.i.F. Oommand, AJdk. will:

(1) Deliver long range attacks on strategie objectives in
the Northwest Aresn,

(2) Oontinue present anti-submerine escort and vatrol.

(3) lzintaln regular reconnzicsance over assembly of eneny
air and naval forces at ERIIAN ISLAllD, HAYIQAHEEA IM‘D
. A1 BOK, BABO, LOXEFOOR ISLAD and UANOKVARI,

{4) Muintain cwrrent meriel recomnelzsance of the approaches
to tke TOEPHS STRLIVS ares.

(5) Destroy hostile naval forees znd shipping within range,

(6) Provide, within ares of responsibility, ailr defense
necegsary to maintrin the efficlency of forwarl bases.

) ¢. The Comnamding Officer, FIFILE AIT FORCE SERVICE COMIALD,
taize the necessnry action to ensure that Alr Force supplies
and ammmition are nade avallable ags reguired by the Teputy
Commander FIFTH AIZ FORUE, In nmotters pertaining to this
operation, direci comzunicntions with supply sndé Lransyor-
tation agercles is authorized,

. z, (1) Target Dute: 29 February 1944,

{2) Dividing line for the SOUTH and SOUTHWAST PACIFIC Air
and ilaval Forces, both for reconnalssance and offensive
combat is designated as follows:

o ‘? -t

- w = > # ! : | : l
D 3 Ridaa R, 7 i ™
. } i 4 ,«iﬁu; eitll SECHRE JUE R !!L.ll Ol
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1£5° Zast loné,itude north from the LOUISIADE JRCHIPTLAGD
‘ to point at (6° South latitude - 153° Zast longliude) -

CaPil ARCHWAY on the south coasgt of NEW BEITAIy at

{4%E68' Soutk Intitude - 152°15' Fast lomgitude - nmorth

=znd west around ccust of L 3ZITAIN to CAPE LAMSIRT

at (412! Sovth latituds - 1L51°33' Zast longitude -

point at (3° South latitude - 149030' Fnst lomgltude) -

due north.

(3) For coordinction of planning and execution of the
continvstion of the operation agalret the ADMI-ATIIES,
the Deputy Commander, FIFTH ATR FORCE, will report to
the Commander JE/ BRIFAIL FORDHE at times and places
deslgnated by the latter, who 12 charred with the
eoordination of plons.

(4) The Deputy Commander, FIFTH AIE FOXCE will, in conjunction

with the Haval Forces, furnich three (3) Fighter Tirector
. Groups for employmeni on destrorers to coordinste land-

based air action im the ADULELLTINS operation. One (1)

additloral Fignter Birecbor Grown will be furnished by

the Depuly Commander FIZWH Al: TORCE to the Cormander

DEW BRITALL. FORCE for ermloyment with landing forces

ashore,

(5) £he «IEIVIVA.COODEQUGH Fignter Sector Ares will remain
ective until on or after D day, vhen, upon direction of

the Deputy Commender, FIFLH ATR FUIQY thig Seetor will
revert to a poesive defonse status.

. 4, Serc Annex Yunber ¢ -~ Logisties.
8. 8. Sec Annex Number 5 « Communicatlons.

B,  COILAXD POSTS:

(1) 6nQ, SWBA - BEISEANT
Ldv Tch ~ DORT L:ORISST
. (z) SOUTH PACIFLU TCEL.: - NOU.'Z
Adv 0P - RUADALCATAL
(3) I\r.“ :BRIE;‘LI!"‘I FC’ GE - “ 0..-.4.1.&
(4) T/ GUTXA FORGE - PORE LOKISBY
C (5) ALLITD 4TF FORGIS - BPISAAINI
Adv Teh - UADZAs
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(6) ALLIYD MAVAL FORCDS - BRISSANY

Adv Tch - PORT I'0PESBY
. (7) USASCS ~ BEISBAIE
Adv Tch ~ POXT MNORESuY

{8) 6thx U. S, Inf., Div. - :ILLZ 3AY

(9) P-..A-A.F. GQ::H:D :I-.A-n::"- SPIQBJLL.J

Ty commend of Lieutcnrnt Gepneral KAEY:

DOLD wILH0il
brigadier General
Culef of Staff

. Vo T B
SN i‘i‘i ‘f E%i%f
AT S B IR B Cop g e
{twi_(ia\l}:’: \ \( \“" (’l\- b ' (@E; g @;L
s hangn
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INDEX

A

A=20, 26, 30-31, 34~37, 50,
53=5l, 6k, 67«59, 115«16,

134 (a 34), 1b4 (n 72-73,

77)5 150 (n 45), 152 (n 60),

153 (n 72}, 154 {n 89, 96),

157 (n 120), 158 (n 121),

162 (n 14, 15), 169 (n1i0)
A-20G, 27, 34-37, 60, 63, 65-87
Admiralty Is., 1, 12, 43, 69,

85-128, 164 (n 35), 170 (n 120),

171 (n 140)

Advanced Headgquarters (Advon),
5th AF, 10, 13, 33, 100, 132
(n 20}, 150 (n 47)

Agur I., 26, 139 (n 24)

Alr Lielson Party, 33, 51, lli,
150 (n 47). See also numbered
parties,

Air Liaison Party Net, 150 (n 47)

Air Idaison Party Officer, 151
(n 47)

Air Task Forces, 132 {n 20)

Aisega, 17, 136 (n 49)

Alaido Village, 52, 63

Alamo Task Force, 13-15, 41,104,
134 (n 33), 169 (a 110)
Commanding General, 83, 100
Hg., 33, 56

Alexishafen, 9, 47, 116, 148
(n 21)

#1 and #II airdromes, &
Allied iir Forces, 9-li, 14, 20,
22, 24, 27, L2, 68, &L, 89,

92, 123, 127
Allied OP, 35
Alligator, 141 (n 48)

Amalut Ptn., 29-30, 36, 41, L4l
(n 41), ib4 (n 72)

Amgen Kiver, 69

Aogiri Ridge, 63, 66
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APD, 149 (n 33)

APPEASE, 43, 67=73

Avawe, 9, 12, L4=15, 20-42, 59,
67, 82:63, 90, 135 (n 37),
40 (n 41), 143 (n 69), 1k
(n 72}, 145 (n 89), 151 (n 48)

Arawe Peninsula, 14, 27, 30, 33,
2

Arawe Task Force, 16, 69

Avnold, Gen. H. H., 84

Australia, 2, 87, 133 (n 26)

Ausbralian Naval and itilitary
Expeditionary Force, 86

Avenger a/c, 23-24, 156 (n 111)

Awul Village, 158 {n 121)

B
B-17, 4l-h2, 76-77, 110, 113,
162 (n 14), 168 (n 96)
B=24, 11, 21, 23~2h, 26~27, 29
303 l{'}-h llb"'ll-?s 53"'559 62—, 63’
66, 6869, Thy 76, 80, 9h=97,
100, 104, 107, 110, 112, 116
118219, 125-26, 133 (n 25+26),
135 (n 40), 138 (n 24), 143
(n 70), M (n 72), 148 (n 21),
154 (n 87, 89), 155 (n_103),
156 (n 111), 162 (n 14), 165
(n 60), 169 (n 120), 170 (n 123)
B-25, 11, 18-19, 21-22, 26-28,
30-33, 41, bk, 47, 53-5k, 58,
61, 63-65, 68, Th, 76, 8k,
93-96, 101-05, 107-21, 126,
133 {n 25), 134 (n 34}, 139
(n 24), 140 (n 33), 141 (n 50),
144 (n 72-73), 148 (n 21),
152 (n 54), 153 {n 75), 154
(n 90), 155 (n 104), 156 (n 111),
162 (n 14), 163 {n 22), 167
{n 74=75), 168 (n 97), 169 (n 110,
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B-25C1, 28, 139 (a 24)

B-25D, 75

Be25D=1, 28, 32, 55, 139 (n 24},
143 (n 693

B-25G, 139 (n 2i)

Be26, 30, 61, 133 (n 25), 140
(n 38), 44 (n 72), 148 (n 21)

BACKHANDER Task Force, 15, 20,
36"3?, 15'3, 51’ 62, 67, 73,
76-78, 134 (n 34}

Bagasin, 88

Bangula Bay, 157 (n 120)

Banzai attack, 66

Barbey, Rear Adm, D. E., 148 (n 31)

Bataan, 135 (n 43)

Bat I., 123

Bear Point, 119

Beaufighter, 21, 69, 71, 133 (n 26),
13 (n 69), 147 (n 17}, 157
(n 120), 158 {(n 121)

Beaufortress, 21-24, 26-28, 36,
K7, 69=T1, 133 (n 26), 139 (n 24),
14 (a 40}, 157 (n 120), 158
(n 121)

Beechcraft, 79

Barry Drome, 134 (n 28)

Betty, 38, 58, 75

Bialla Ptn., 157 (n 120)

Bipi I., 123

Bird, Col. d. Fo, 62

Bismarck Sea, 1, 12, L7, 95,
97-101, 103-0k, 106, 123, 126-27

Bitokara, 72

Blanche Bay, 2, 22, 25, 130 (a 3),
137 (n 10)

BLUE Landing Force, 114

Bogadjim, 108

Boomerang a/c, 133 (n 26)

Boram, &, 90, 104, 126

BorgEn Bay’ 1.5, 18, 20’ 27"‘29,
31, ilzg h5, l-l-?, Ll‘g, 51"56: 59
&3, 65, €7, T3, 82, 135 (a 37),
136 (n 49), 143 (n 70), 148
(n 27), 152 (n 48), 155 (n 92)

Borpop airdrome, 24, 147 (n 17)

Bostock, Air Vice Marshel W., 10

Boston a/c, 26, 133 (n 206)

Bougainville, 6, 19, 22, 24, Tk,
127

Bovat Bay, %4

BHEWER, 88-93, 100-01, 103, 105,
122-26, 168 (n 96)

BREJER Task Force, 100, 106,
122223

Brisbane, 10

British Admiralty, 86

Brush, Laj. ten. happ, 73

Buffalo, 141 {n 48)

Buna, 107

Buna Haxbor, 51

Bub, &, 90, 104

Butjo Luo, 119

c

C-47, W1, 76-T7, 79-80, 12i,
162 {n 14}, 169 (n 112)

Cape Balli, 130

Cape Beechey, 158 (n 12i)

Cape Bushing, 36, 49, 143 (n 69),
4 (n 72, 77)

Cape Cretin, 36, 52, 100, 106,
141 (n 44)

Cape Dampier, 143 (n 69)

Cape Gauffre, 49, 53-5L4, 67-68
Cape Gloucester, 1, 6, 12-15, 17,
19, 27-29, 31, 39, 43-85, 90,

92, 106, 124, 127=28, 143
(0 43), 45 (n 83), 148 (n 27),
150 (n 45), 151 (a 48), 153
(n 153}, 157 (n 117), 159
(n 123, 127, 168 (n 96)

Cape Gloucester airdrome, 45, 59,
78, 81, 91-92

Cape Hollman, 157 (n 120)

Cape Hoskins, 27, 60, 69, 135
(n 43}, 143 (n 69)

Gape Hoskins airdrome, 27, &5

Cape lerkus, 17, 27, 31-32

Cape Raoult, 68

Cape Reamur, 153 (n 66}

Cape “ard Hunt, 52

garoline Is., 86, 90

Carteret, sear idm, Philip, 86

Catalina, 69, 104, 123

Central Pacific, 9, 8889, 101

Chase, ueneral, 12l

Clagett, Lt. Col. 169 (n 116)

Combat ream A (5th Marines), 50,
60

i 0
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yombat ream B (1lst karines),
50-51, 53, 148 (n 27)

Gombat ieam C (7th larines),
50, 53-54, 63

Company ¥ Plotting Platoon, 81

cuﬂningham, Brig. UEn. J. Wa,
16, 30, 36, Wl-42

Cyclops, &

D

D-8 a/e, 95

DB, 134 (n 34)

Dagua, 8, 90, 104

Dampier Strait, 2, 107

Darwin, 10-11, 132 (n 21}, 133
(n 26}

Dauntless afc, 23-2k, 156 (n 111)
DEXTERITY, 1-19, 41, 43, 49, 59,
g1-86, 134 (n 34), 140 (n 35)

Didmop, 33-36, 67, 144 (n 72)

DIAZCICR Task Force, 1, 16, 20,
30'31} 36, 38’ ABQ 59, 62

Dobodura, 10-13, 19, 30-31, 33-
35; 38, hg-hog 55-56; 73’ 77,
91'93’ 95, 10&, 106-07, 112,
116, 118, 132 (n 21, 23), 134
(n 37), 139 (n 24), 140 (n 35},

Dork Point, Wew Britain, 130 (n 6)

Duke of York Is., 3

Dukw, 32, 149 (n 38)

Duvand, 13, 94, 132 (n 21, 23},
139 (n 24)

Duteh, 92

Dutch New Guinea, 8

E
8th Air liaison Party, 117

8th Area Army (Jap.), 70, 135 (n 43)

gth Bomb »5g., 121, 150 {n 45)

8th Cavalry Eegt,, 120

8th Fighter Gpe, 12, 73, 80, 123,
132 (n 23)

gth Photo fen. Sa., 18, 93

8th Fighter Sq., 132 (n 23)

80th Fighter Sq-, 57’ 71-72, 7&,
77, 80, 142 (n 60)
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8lst Inf. Oiv. (Jap.), 70
glst Hegt. (Jap), 135 (n 43)
g2d Ren. sa., 36, Th, 159 (0 127)
89th Bonb 544, 35, 63: 149 (n 42)
8224 Bowb 5q., 107, 111, 113,
121, 139 (n 24), 140 (n 36),
166 (n 72)
823d 5q., 107, 111, 113, 166
(n 72)
8Llst ~ngineer Avn. Bn., 79
86Lth Engineer ivn. Bn., 79
Eleanora Bay, 72, 155 (n 104)
Emirau, 130 (n 6)
Empress Augusta Say, 6
Eniwetok, 16k (n 359
Erimahafen Ptn., 154 (n 87}
ESCALATOR Force, 13, 15-16

F

1st Air Lisison Party, 55, 62

1st Air Task Terce, 10, 33, 35,
38, 55, 63, 76

1st Cavalry Div., 100

1st Marine Div., 15=17, 54, 67,
73, 136 (n 49)
Hgey 55
Landing Team #21, 148 (n 29)

1st l'arine Regt., 56, 60~62
Gompany B, 153 (n 66)

4th Army Cooperation Sg.,
131 {n 20)

Lth Reporting Platoon, Company
A, 81

¥ Bomber Comde, 105, 124, 126,
169 (n 116)

5th Div. (4us.), 73, 145 (n 79)
66, 68, T0~71, 152 (n 58},
155 {n 92)

lith Antiaireraft Comd., 15

LOth somb Sq., 18

LOth Fiphter 5Qe, 13, 132 (n 23)

L0th Infantry Dive, 73, 145 (n 79)

Llst Fighter >g., 13, 132 (n 23)

hlst Troop Carrier Sa., 76, 110-11,
168 (n 96)

et
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43d Bomb Gp. (H), 12 23~2h,
29-3L, Lh, 46, 54, 61 66,
9&—95, 112, 116 118, 132
(n 21), 13? {n 2&); lhﬂ
(n 41), ik (n 72), 154 (n 87)
169 (n 120)

L9th righter Gp., 13, 132 (n 23)

53d Regt. (Jap.), 62, 135 (n 43),
150 (n 45)

5kth Pegt. (Jap.), 135 (n 43)

s5hth ‘frocp Carrier ving, 78

56th Troop Carrier So., 110-11

59th 3ervice Gp., 20

4034 Bomb &q., h6 76, 107, 118,
166 (n 7?), "169° (n 120)

LO5th Boub Sc., 96, 111, 113,
166 (n 72)

402th Bonb Zg., 14C (n 38)

L17th Bomb Gp., 132 (n 21)

L18th Night Fishter Sq., 73
Det. A, 134 (n 28)

431st Fighter Sq., 34, 38, 57,
145 (o 83)

1324 Fighter 5g., 38, Th, 107,
140 (m 33), 142 (n 60),
W5 (n 83)

433d Fighter S4., 39, 80, 115,
124, 142 (n 60), 152 (n 51)

L75th Fighter Gp., 13, 106,
124, 134 (o 27), 135 (n 38)

475th Fighter 353., 77

1,98th Boub Sg., 61, 108-09, 114,
139 (n 28), 166 (n 72)

499th Bomb So., 93, 108, 112,
115-16, 120, 166 (n 72)

500th Bomb Sq. (), 53, 58, 109,
115, 120, 156 (n 72)

501st Bomb 3q., 33, 93, 109, 14,
166 (n 72)

533d 1 arachute Infantry Regt., 15,
51, 134 (n 37)

549th Bob 59., 140 (n 35)

5:0th Bomb S3., 140 (n 35)

542d Engineer Boat and Shore
Tiegt., (Company 1), 153 (n é6)

565th Signal Air .arning Bn,, 81

583d Signal Alir Larning Bn., 123

F=4, 133 (n 26), 162 (n 14)

F-5, 93, 162 (n 14)

Fenton, Australia, 12, 124, 132
(n 21), 133 (a 26)

#

v
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Field Order No, 1, Intelligence
Annex, 106

Finschhafen, 6, 12, 16, 34, 38,
50, 52, 56—58 73, 75, 80,
91—93, 106 123—2&, 126-28,
134 (n 34), U2 (a 60), 159
(n 123, 127), 168 (n 96)

Prederick, Capt. G. F., 110,
120-21, "169 (n 116)

G
“Gangway, " 109, 11113, 127

Cfarcve I., 3, 28
Gasmata, 13-15, 17, 25-27, 29,

35-37, k2, 69-70, 72, 136
(n 195, 138 (n 24), 140 (n 4a),
158 (n 121)

Gasmata airdrome, 14l (n 41)

Gavuvu, 69, 71, 157 (n 120)

Gazelle Peninsula, 1, 74, 98

Gernans, 86

GH,-:I S"..PA’ 5, 13"'1-’-‘-, l?, 88

Gilbert Is., 9

Glll, ...’Iaao Gen. Vse Ho, 15

Gilnit, 36, 62, 143 (n 70),
144 (n 72)

Gloucester. See Cape Gloucester,

Goodenough I., 11, 15, 30-31,
134 (n 28)

Gogosi Village, 157 (n 120)

Crass Point, 18

Green Beach, 50, 52, 55

Green I., 79

Gusap, 10, 12-13, 91, 127,
132 (n 2;), 133 (n 26}, 134
(n 34)

H

Hamp, 114, 135 (n 33)

Hansa Bay, 8, 105, 112, 155
(n 100}, 165 (n 47)

Hauweil I., 118-21

Hellecat, 23-24

Higgins boat, 109

Bill 150, 5h, 63, 65=56

Hill 660,

y -
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Hollandia, 8, 8L, 105, 123 Kiriwina, 5, 11, 92, 122, 128,
i25-26 0T 133 (n 26), 134 {n 27-28)

Hondo Pt., 157 ('n 120)

Horanda, 68, 107

? Hoskins, 28, 63, 69-73, 75,

Hoslcins Peninsula, 68

House Fireman Beach, 31, 41

Huon Gulf, 6

Huon Peninsula, 85, 91, 127

Hyane Harbor, 87, 96-99, 106-09,
115-16, 164 (n 42), 169 (a 110)

I

Iboki, 155 (n 100)
Iboki Pto., 67-71, 84
Itni Kiver, 36, 49, 62

J

Jackson airdrome, 13, 132 (n 21,
23), 139 {(n 24)

Jacguinct Bay, 25, 70, 72, 143
(n 69), 158 (n 121)

Jamandilai, 108

Japanese Amy Alr Service, 75

Japanese Haval Alr Service, 20,

. 57, T4
John Albert Harbor, 3
"Jumbo,” 108-09

K

Kaiapit, 6, 91, 126-27

Kairuru I., 126

Kalai Ptn., 158 (a 121)

Kamalgaman anchorage, 158 (n 121)

Kate a/c, 39

Kavieng, 3, 48, 69-70, 74-75,
79-61, 86-88, 90, 97=-100,
102-03, 148 (n 22), 165 (n 51)

Kearby, Col, Heel E., 75, 159
(n 134)

Keaney, Lb. Gen. G. C., 10, 14,
22, 83, 101-02, 164 (n 42),
165 (n 47, 51)

Kila airdrome, 12, 132 {n 23)

b
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165 (n 51)
Kittyhawk, 133 (n 26)
Kokopo, 15k (n 90)

Koruniat, 171 (n 140)
Krueger, Lt. Gen, .alter, 15,
60, 79, 100~01, 165 (n 51)

Kulu iiver, 72

L

Lk, 117

1-5, 162 (n 14)

Lae, 6, 108, 134 (n 34)

Lagan, 144 (n 72)

Lagoon Pt., 150 (n 45)

Lakunai, 23-2i, 31, 47

Ianding Team 21 (2d Bn., 1lst
larines), 50, 55, 150 (n 45)

1B-30, 162 (n 14)

1CL, 53, 149 (n 38)

LCM, 8L, 141 (n 44}, 150 (n 45),
155 {(a 92}, 156 (n 113)

18R, 32 ‘

0T, 36, 41 (n &4), 156 (n 113)

1oV, 34

L

LCVP, 156 (n 113)

leagne of Jations, 87

tiei diver, 120

Lindenhafen Plantation, 14,
2526, 29, 37, 138 (n 24),
140 {n 41)

Lings +inga ¥Flantation, 72,
155 (n 104)

Lobortutu, 108, 116

Lombrum Flantatien, 117

Lombrum Point, 111, 120, 170
{n 123)

Long Island, 153 (n 66)

Longstrip, 132 (n 21)

Loniu Passage, 121

Loniu Vvillage, 170 (n 123)

Lorengau, 3, 87, 93-95, 101,
104-G6, 111-13, 117-20, 164
(n 42}, 170 (n 123)

Lorengau River, 119

Lorengau Yownship, 111

Los Negros I., 3, 87, 95~97, 99,
101, 104-08, 117-18, 121-25,
127, 165 (n 60), 167 (n 72)
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Lop Lo. 2, 32 Mussau, 130 (n 1, 6)

LT, 52, 58, 60, 76, 117
L3T No. 465, 152 (n 54)

Lue Y., 140 (n 36) N
Lulua tiiver, 140 (n 36)
Luagos lission, 119 9th Operationsl Gp., 132 (n 20)
Luschan Harbor, 136 (n 49) 9th S0., 132 (n 23)
140 (n 38)
i 19th Reporting Platoon, Company
F, €1
MacAvrthur, Gen. Douglas, 84, 90th Bomb Gp. (H), 12, 23-24,
10103, 110, 165 (n 51) 45, 54, 61, 94=95, 106,
Madang, 8, 39-40, 95, 97, 104, 138 (n 24), 140 (n 41), 1ik
148 (n 21) (n 72}, 170 (n 120)
Hagiarapu, 66 90th Bomb Sq., 18, 26, 115
Malaya, 90 98th Field Artillery (Pack), 41
Manbullon airfield, 132 (n 21) 1913th Eng. Avne Bn., 79
Manus T., 1, 3, 88, 9394, 101, Nadzab, 10, 12-13, 19, 57, Th,
106, 114, 117-23, 125, 165 77, 80-81, 91-92, 104, 106,
(n 47, 51), 167 {n 72) 108, 112, 111-15, 118, 121,
Marianas, 101 124-26, 132 (n 23), 133 (n 26),
Marines, 6, 43, 50, 56, 58-59, 134 (n 34)
61, 63, 65-66, 68-73, 84-85, Nakarop Village, 143 (n 70)
98, 136 (n 493, 150 (n 45), Nassau Bay, 5
156 (n 115) Natamo, 63, 65
Maricham Velley, 6, 11, 91, 108 Natamo Pt., 54, 58, 63, 66
Marshall, Gen. G. C., 22 Natamo River, 67
Marshall Is., 9 Navy, 50, 52, 54, 57-5%9, 109,
Martin, Brig. Gen. C. 4., 1, 151 (n 48)
134 (n 33) Ndrile I., 118-19, 170 (n 123),
Matsuda Detachment, 70 171 (n 140)
"Mercantile,® 167 (n 72) Ndurbiu Pb., 170 (n 123)
Michaelmas Task Force, 134 Netherlands Dast Indies, 10
{n 33) Netherlands Fast Indies a/c,
Uilne Bay, 50, 165 (n 51) 92, 133 (n 26)
Mio, 136 (n 49) New Britain, 1=-2, 3, 6, 11, 13,
¥itchell., See B-25. 16=20, 25-31, 42-86, 88, 90,
MLR, 36 96, 103, 124, 127, 135 (n 40),
Mokerang airfield, 168 (n 96) 157 (n 120), 158 (n 121),
Kokerang Ptn,, 106, 117, 127 165 (n 51)
Momote, 80, 93«96, 102, 104-05, New Britasin Force, 13
107, 110-18, 120-22, 124-25 New Georgia, 5
127, 155 (n 100), 168 (n 96), New Guines, 1-2, 5-6, 9, 11-13,
169 (n 116) 18-20, 22, 48, 52, 69, Th, &1,
Mouote airdrome, 87, 94-95, 101, 8L4-85, 90=91, 92, 96, 99, 102-
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