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FOREWORD

This monograph, prepared by Dr, Edith C, Rodgers,
degls with various aspects of the Pantellerian operaw
tion-=the reasons for underbtaking the project, the
planning that preceded the attack, the actual bom-
bardment of the island, its capltulaticon on 1l June
1943, and an estimate of the operation as an experiment
in the ability of air power to bring about the surren-
der of a strongly fortified position, ‘The narrative
also describes the brief action that resuited in the
capture of Lampedusa on 12 June 1943, and the taking
of the neighboring islands of Linoss znd Lampione
within the next two days.

This study, like others in the series, is subject
to revision as additional materials become available,
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Chepter I

IGYROLUCTICON

In the spring of 1943, the future itremd of the war in the
lediterranean theater was indicated in the aerial bombardment of
Sicily, Sardinia, and southern Italy. From the frequency ané weight
of these attacks there was reason to believe that, uoon conclusion of
the Tunisian cammaign, the A11lies intended either to move northward
across the Hediterraunesan or to direct an intengive alr offensive against
Italy and the more important of her insular possessions, in tke hove of
hastening the capitulation of this member of the Axis. As a matier of
fact, 1% was the former course that was %o be pursued, for, as a resuld
of strategiec decisions made at the Cmeeblanca lonference in January
of that year, the invasion of Siecily had been scheduled for the
favorable period?of the July moon.l By the end of April, plans for
the capture of the igland already had reached an advanced stage. As
the project took firal form, the Allied Commander~in-Chief, CGen. Dwight
D, Eiserhower, Decame increasingly lrmressed with tuoe deslrability of
occupying Pontelleria and Lawmpedusz as 2 preliminary to such an unde}—
'ba}:ing.s

Strategicelly located in the narrows between North Africa and
Sielly, these Itelisn outposts virtually command the passage connect-
ing the eastern and westorn basine of the llediterranean, amd serve as
stepplng stones to the Itallan zainmlend.® Pentelleria, the larger

and more valusble of the two, lies 53 alr miles southeast of Cap Son

!?i‘{‘:’rsq ,[UI' -ll lico

- . 25 W ||‘| ST
\ i‘tx“”ﬁﬁf"‘?‘)‘f"un NTI Hg‘%—

' H B
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




» ¥

,“fsi’*

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AATHS-52

on the tip of Tunisie and 63 air miles southwest of Cavo Granitola,
Sicily, while Lampedusa is about 100 miles distant from Cap Afrique
on the Tunlsglan coast and approximately 178 miles from Sicily. On
account of their peographicel vnosition these iglendg inevitably would
Play a nart in the coming operation., In the honde of the Alllea they
would be a digtlnet asset; but if left in possecsion of"the enemy, they
would constifute a grave mennce, Both were the geats of Freya radio
direction finder (ELF) stations of sufficlent power to detect the move~
ment of alrcraft not only over adjaceni waters of the cenitral Mediter-
ranean but over the »lains of eastern Tunisia as wall.4’ Both had ob-
servablon posts which toolr note of practically every shiv that nassed
between them and the ghores of llorth Africa. It was recognized that,
during the period preparatory to the assault wwon Sieily, entire
concealment of plane would be precluded by the megnitude of the seale
wpon wnick the operation was being mounted. As a conseguence, the
elenent of strategic surprise would he lost ipse fapto--a state of
aifairs thalt made the greatest wossible use of tactical surprise of
double importance. TUnder existing condliions such advantage also vas
out of the guestion, because the assemdling of at least a portlon of
the invagion fleet would be ~udjected to the serutiny of the enemy.
Cn D-day, announcement of ithe impending attacic, in all likelihood, would
be flashedl to Slelly and the Italian mainland soon afber the aircraft
of the airborne divisions had left thelr Horth African bases, and narts
of the vast navel armeds had galled fronm ports in the same area for
the rendezvous off I'ia,lta.s

Horeover, enemy aircraft based on Pantga.lgs}"?ﬁ obviously woulcl

) v - -
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constitute a serious threat to Allled bombers in ftinelir assault upon
Sieily. Since it was estimated that the airfield there could accommodate
as meny as 80 or more single-engine planes, neutralization of these
fighters would necesgitate the diversion of a considerable number of
Allled aireraft at a time when they could ill be spared. The capture
of Pantelleria, on the other hand, would provide & partial solution to
the vervnlexing proolem of furnishing fighter protection for shipping
and for ground troops during the initlal stages of the coming invasion--
especially for those forces landing on the beaches bebween Scoglitti

and Licatz. TFor this purnose the Iorth Africon airfields were oub of
effective ran,e, ani those on the Zritish igflands of Malta and Gozo were
inndequate for basing all the short-range fighters required. fHhe
stationing of a few squadrons on Pantelleria therefore would do much

to improve the situation,

In addition, there were aGvantages of a more genmeral character.
Zetween Pantelleria ant the lesser islands of Laupedusa snd Ilnosa on
the south lay an exnanse of sea that had proved extremely danperous for
Allied ships. FYantelleria, especia:lly, had contriouted to the perils
of these wabers, in thut various caves aznd grobtoes along iis shores
na2d been converted into shelters and refueling points for patrol (MAS)
boats and submarines, and its airfield was used by enemy bombers that
preyed upon shipping.s As a consequence, possession of tkese channel
iglands would gcrectly facilitate the passage of conveys througn the
Vediterranean. “he two outposts also would provide much-needed pin-

points for navigation. They would furnish convenlent sites for weather

and redic stations and would serve as bases.for 431\1;:_5:1:95 enceeed, toy -,
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the work of alr.ses rescue.,?

Ageinst the tactleal value of the islands, however, needed to be
welghed the ricks which their capture aight entall. Therce hazards
were by no means slight, for a protracted operation involving heavy
losses in men, ships, and landing crafb might weeken or even nostwone
the attack wpon Sieily, To jeopardize the success of the larger under-
taizing in the atteinment of a minor objective would be shortsighted
indeed. In fact, failure %o takre the islands promtly mignt be attended
by serious consequences. Regardless of any attempt on the part of the
Allies to represent the atiaci: upon rFantelleria and Lamyeduse as a
continuation of their etfforts to open the central Mediterranean to
shivping, the aseault wonld indicate the direction in which their
Yorth African forces intended to move. Unless such a step were offget
by compensatory sain, this disclosure would be a distinect disadvantage,
Filnally, it was necessary to recognlze the fact that 2 succegaful
defence of the islands would stiffen the sririt of tke Italian Arny
at the very time when the Allies were trying %o bres: its rmorale,
Lesnlite these considerations, it was thought that, with careful plan-
ning, the CORKSOREJ gperation could be brought to a satisfactory com-
clusion within the meriod allotted to the campa,ign.a

foughly ellintical in shooe, with its longer axis trending northvest-
southeast, Pantelleria ic an ouberop of voleemic rock measuring avnroxi-

nrtely ei it and three-tenths milew lony and more than Ifive niles wide,

Jith an area of 42,5 square miles, its size is therefore a little less
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than helf that of !alta. Its coastline terds to be irregnlar and lacks
sandy beaches; but in several localities, such as the bays of Levante
and fan Gaetano, rock ledges varying from a few hundred feet to 2 hali-
rmile in length mate it possible to gain a foothold on the island. For
sn invasion, howvever, the only feasible landing area--znd that nome too
pood--is to be found in the vicinity of the town of Porito di Pantelleria,
which stands at the northwest end of the island, adjacent to a small
harbor of the same name. Although landing stages or wharves serving as
noints of refuge zre located at Porto &i Scauri and several olther places,
this port possesses the only developed harbor. OConsisting originally
of an indentation between two tonsue-like lava flows, ithis arnchorage
had been converted into an inner and an ouber bagin by the building of
tvo brealwaters and a mole, DBoth harbors are small and too shallow to
accormodate ony but licht-draught vessels such as coasters and Ll'g
In fact, the ouber one is 1little more than a roadsteand with shelitered
berths for severzl small shivs and other lesser craft. Cutside his
area, however, lies esm expance of greater denth where larger ships can
anchor in about 26 feet of water. Shallowness, couwpled with high surf
and off-ghore currents that follovw the winds around the coast of the
island, occasionally meke entrance into the harbor itgelf difficult
and even éangerous.g
¥xcept on the north and west, where the rocks are low or the land
slonts directly into the ses, Pontelleria is girt by cliffs woim by
wave achlon and ranging in height $0 soume hundreds of fset. Seén froxa

tha gea, it presenis a fornda.‘nle ne zmce._wm. is inereazed by the
FPPERT
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prevailingly somver color of the rogis--a clreumstance that accounts
for its belang referred to as L'Isgola Lera, or Blaen Isla.n&.lo To
this impression of foruidableness tae iogopranhy of the island also
contribubtes., Broken by lave flows and voleconie cones, the terrain
vises frow the coast toard the ceater of the island vhere lonbagna
Gronde, the hichest pealk, reaches an elevation of 2,743 feet. lo
streams exlst on the islond, bub ravines and eroded channels carry off
guch rainfall azs is mot absorbed by the worous soil or czught in basins,
Since the surfaceecovering consisbs larzely of lava, numice, and vol-
canie agh, the vepetation ie low and sperse, and of = duety olive green.
Sone of the heights are dotbted with evergreens, and, on the hillsides
and in the slonin;: valleys vhere guliable top soil is found, gropes,
figs, olives, czpers, lentils, and other frulis ond vegelables are grown,
The high, thick walle of notive stone which divide the arable land into
fields and pive crops sowe wrotection from the wind, form a comsplcouous
featurs of the landecase and nroduce the effect of terracing.ll
Fantelleria, ¥nown in anclent times as Qossyra, has had a long and
varied higtory. COCecupied in burn by Carthaginiang, komans, Hoors, and
Vormans, ib Lfinzlly vecswe abbached to Sicily politieally and, in 1880,
nasged with 1t under the donination of the Kin-dom of Italy. A4Almost
vorsobten for years, the tiny island did not attract attention again
1niil the niddle 1920's, vwhen Prexier Benito lMussslini eshablished a
wennl colony there znd began the building of fortifications, Some
irmrovenants 2lso were underialzen, For convenience, a 1ligat, narrow-

goure railway was built from a guerry near Cala dell'Alca to the outer-

most mole of the nort, with o epur lending to 2 water distillation mlant

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



»?

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

SR (———
AAFES-52 m 7

not far away. Provigion for better means of communication than that
afforded by the mule tracks and narrow, rock-fenced lanes of the ilgland
wag made 'b}r converting an exlisting $rail into a hord-surfaced read

that follows the coast and branches off to wvarious military installa-
tions. fith the announcement thot naval and alr bases were uwnder con-

atruction, the Italian Governnent in 1937 forbade flights over the

island and waters adjacent to it. Thereafter lendings, too, were barred,

When these steps were tazen, it is probahle that lussolinl was nod
thinking in terms f defense. 3By fortifying Pantellerla he sought
rather to consolidate his hold upon the central liediterranecan and fo
neutralize the powerful French base at Bizerbte (120 miles to the northe
weat) and the British stronghold of lzlla (1l40-0dd miles to the soubh-
east).lz

Although there was soue reason to doubt the claim that Pantelleria
was an Iialian Gibrsitar or a Malba, such intelligence as was available
seemzd to indicate that Italian englneering gkill hod done much to
develop the natural defenses of this ocutpost. 4% the northern end of
the island, not far frou the town of Pantelleria, 2 flat tract of land
suitable for an zirdrome had been obtained by the levellag of two
voleanic cones east of lonbe Sant' Flmo. Here mossibly as many as 100
planes had been based during the Tunisian cammaign, but, with the
nassage of the J‘orth African coast into Allied hands, its value had,

of courge, been greaily diminished. The airfiesld itself, a rough

parallelogran (with its longer axis measurlng aboub 5,100 feet and its

PO AL LR e

shorter diagonal asbout 3,100 feet_), vas ;1anl\e& by what wag thought to
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e an underground hangar, penetrable only by bombs ricocheted off the
landing ground. On account of the reputed magnitude of the struciure,
there vas reason to suppose that within it were workshons, revair amd
neinbenance facilities, znd space sufficient for the housing of a con-
siderable number of planes. ’

Alony; the rugged coast photographic recommaissance had revealed
the dlsposition of more thaun 100 mm emplacements, lMany of these vere
hevin from rock; others, of conerete, were nidden By a covering of lava
vlocizs. The greatest numbsrvere found in the vicirpity of the harbor,
but the remainder were so0 locnted as to concentrate heavy fire wpon fthe
few additional nlaces in which landings could be made. To supplement
these defenses there were, scattered anmongs the mountains, stronsepoints
and pillooxes embedded in the sides of cliffs--u tyme of position that
made them virtuslly immervious to alr bombardment.

Because of the vossibility that the garrison had been reinforced
in the course of the Jorth Africon camraign, it was Qifficult to arrive
at a figure representative of its strengsth., Fetimates by Intellligence
placed the numver of men at approximately 10,000-w-z contingent that
seemed more thon adeguate for the defense of an island no larger than
Prntelleria, In fact, there was reason to velieve that, if its fortifi-
cations were ekillfully manned by well-disciplined and vigilant troops,
the igland night vrove a formidable nowition., Under the leadershin
of deber.ined men every house could be converied into an arsenal; every
pile of rubdle cowld becom: z mennce; and all the rock walls that criss-

erogged the hills and lined 'bhe n*xrro'.»r road.s of the interior could be
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used as a system of defenses against an invading army, especially one
emyloying large numbers of wheeled vehicles. O0Of the quality of the
defenders! morale there was, however, little direct evidence, for a
snall reiding party recently organized to vprocure vrisoners for interro-
gation had been prevented by weather conditione from effecting a land-
ing. ZIEven the moor showing nmade by antiaircraft gumners during heavily
concentrated air attacks upon the Fantellerian airdrome before the cloge
of the Tuniglan cerpaizn did not necessarily indicate laciz of spirlt on
the part of the defenders., It might be that, like Singepore, the
igland wos well fortified against asgault from the ses but inadecuately
prepared to meet attack from the e»:i.:t'.l4 In the face of a blockade,

itg natural resources doubtless would prove wholly inadequate. The
vater suwmwly, derived largely from volcanic spriags, was known to be
very limited, although it seemed probable that sone provision for
undergrommd storage bad been made, It also was assumed that subgian-
tial amounts of ammunition and other supvlies had been nacked into the
extensive caves of the island, by way of preparation for withstanding

a slege.

In the sbsonee of mors concrete evidence, there were, however,
certein nromiging facts that were known., Through the Intelllgence
gtaff it had been learned thot the gerrison ineluded grovps of various
sorbs, Amone these were: a mobile reserve of Tlve infantry vattalions,
vhoge mersonnel had peen no active gervice; eight nachine-gun cotmanies

recruited froa the Froutier Guard that kent wetch on the Alpine

porders; and artillery wnits sufficient to man the different batteries

— o SECURTIREORI
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and containing, in all »rovability, 2 substantial proportion of anti-

¥ alrcraft militiz. The riorals of troops derived from such sources was
- not awt to te high, lone of them had become inured to the terrors of
i ~

. tnkencive bombarduwent. Cut off from the mainland, they knew that a

nodicum of air protection was the only hkelp for which they could hope.

Already they hud received nevs of the defeat of the Axis forces in
worth Afrieca; and stragglers from Tunisia, vho had escaved the vigilance
of naval patrols, had brousht them tales of the strength of the Allied
attack. It therefore seemed not wmressonoble to suppoge that theirs
was a state of mind which could not andure long periods of heavy bom-
'oa.rdmen‘b.ls
. By early llay 1943, nlans for the selzure and ocounation of
Pantelleria had been formulated, under the code name of Operation
COZKSORSW, fThe igland itself was to be kunown as BOBGOLLIN, The nro-
Jeet vresented certain difficwdties, bhowever. In the abeence of sandy
Beaches, a landing was congidered impracticable if the enemy should make
a debernined stand, Turough offensive alr sction and bombardnent from
tie gen, it therefore was decmed imerative to break the resisiance
both of the garrigson and of the civilian mopulation to such an exbtend
that a soprrender wonld be attained before the launching of an sggault
by grownd and naval forees. In ease 2 canlinlatlon was not brouvght
. about in this way, 1t was hoped that the damage to matberiel, persomnsl,
and morzle eould be nade serious enoush to insure for the amphibvious

. 16
. landing a fair degree of success, with only minimum losses. Ag plans

for CGUZKSOESW grew, it was recogmized that the effort to capture

“'“f.‘\"‘n"‘- I A A Y AT N . g
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v Pantelleria misht be used as o test of the effectiveness of concentrated
Ll heuvy bom'bardment.l?
. Cn the 9th of the month, preporations of o preliminary sort were
? : set in motion oy CGeneral Tisenhower. Since the operation wes a three-
"

fold underhalring, Ad.. $ir Andrew Browne Cumningham, who commanded the

naval forces in the Hediterranean, was dlrected to select a striking
force of warships, other vessels and snmaller craft necessary for the
assaul‘b": end naval protection sufficient for the transportation of one
infantry division. In conjumetion wvith the Torthwest African Coastal
Air Torce (UAUAT) it was also his Tesponsibility to mainbain o close
blockade of the island, Alr Cioief Marshal Sir Arthur W. Tedder, ubho
as comander of all Allied air forces in the llediterranean theater
exerciged authority through a headguarters kmovwn as MNediterranenn Air
Command (1iAG), was Girected to make avalladle for the oneration the
full sbrenmgth of the Ilorthwest African Alr Forgeg-~both strateglc and
tactlcal elements-~~supplemented, if necessery, by mediuan and heavy
bombers from the liiddle Sast Air Com «'auni!..}'8 For tie acbual landing
operations it had Leen decided Yo employ the lst British Infantry
Division--a vnit vhich had regeived sonme training in amphilbious war-
fare before leaving Zngland but was to take no part in the invasion of
Sicily.lg
Tor Operation CUZXSCPES a joint commanu, directly responsiole %o
General “isenhower, wos to be exercised by Fear Adn, R, E. MeGrigor of

the Royal Vavy, LE. Gen. Garl Snaatsn, commander of the Llorthwest sfrican

4

For tie ; .rt baen b “otor Teri<do Zo.ut 2., 15, toe only U, S, navil undt
purtici; wling, woo Snaael Zliot Torison, Lreralions in Lortl Afriean .uters,
Qetooer L0L2-June 1943 (Boiton itk e 2:’?6*72,~ RIS L Talialnhe
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Air Forces, and Inj. Gen. W. B. Clutterbuck, the genersl ofificer of the

1t British Infentry Division., In thelr hands wag vlaced the command

of naval, air, and ground forces respectively. As insuranee arainst

mndue losses in the event that on assaulid st.tould Drove necessary,

these officers were instructed that the Favy and Arnmy Commandeors, acting

vith the acdvice of the Air Jommander, would be resuonsible for deciding

whether the agsault should be carried out on the date planned or nost-

voned to allow for furbher bombardment, In case of the latter declsion,

these tas!: conmanders were ordered bto report the situation, along wita

their recosmendations, to the Allied Commander-in-iief, If in the

face of dangerous obpositlon the project was then abandoned, General

<isenhower stated that he would assune the responsibility for suen a

step.‘?’o
Since the Pantellerian operation was to be mounted from Tumisia,

an advance element of the JAAY Headquarters was transferred fron

Constantine, Algeria, to Sousse. There, vith representatives of other

units participating in the enterprise~-assanlt forces, occupation forces,

and Royal avy--it cooperated in establiching a combined headouarters

on 35 May. Accordling to plon, cn D-doy this advence orgenizadion was

to be transferred to a hecdquarbers ship, from vhich it would be in

Girect contact with 21l the forces taking vart in the operation. If

the employnent of ground forces should prove necessary, 11 June had

been set as the day for the assault., The interval afforded little

ovportunity for preparation and tyaining, but the choice of date had

-

been determined largely by the time that would be recuired for the
- -5 s
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repair of the Prontellerisn alr base and the reasserbling of nmowval
forces martleipating 1n the invacion of Sielly, vhich was to be
launched on 10 July.al

Snortness of time was not the only difficulty with which the
comvired steffs had to contend. In the irmprovisation of adninistrative
ond gtaflf arrangements, 1t was found that the contrel of a swell-scale
onerztion of thig kind by so complex an organization as Allied Force
Headovartors (4FHG) resudlted in delay snd confusion in the isgusnce of
instructions, DPetveen Algiers snd Sousse cormumicabtions were often
uvnsabisfactory, for tie telegraphic systen could not slvaye be relied
upon ant alr couriur service tended to be ilrregular und occasionally
choved its vealmegs vhon sveed was of vital immortance. Finally, tke
Lorthwest African Alr Torees were so hecvily cniaped in onerutions
throwiout the planning periofd that General Spnstz and his acsintants
found themcelver uzable to leave Constantine excent for a few brief
conferencexs, 4is & consequence, ther were reprasented ot combined head-
quarters oy a skelebton staff only. lHessages were shutiled ranmidly
between Sousse and Constentines, cut air courier service was a poor
sudstitute for the close persgoral liaison which the irmy znd Yavy staffs
were able to achieve. As a result, it was discovered at a relatively
late sbage in the preparatlons that the target numbers used by the
4ir Forces differed from those emloyed by the Army and Tavy., Also,
operational cemrunications among the three services were never satig-
factorily tied. TYet tho ouicome of the cammalmm was 10 prove that

these and other diffienliies coulgxne surnounted , °°

‘ i Cnp——
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Chapter II
DHD POITELERIAN QFTEGLIVE

Iven before the olose of the war in North Africs, attacks upon
Panjelleria had been lnitlated by Allied alr forcey. UThe heaviest ol
these assaults occurred on B8 liay 1943, when 3% AAP B-25's along with
89 RAT md £34YF 1light bombers, dispatehed from the lestern Tegert Alx
Zorce, wombed the alrdrome on the lsgland, scoring numerous hids on
administrative Dulldings, fuel storege depots, &nd grounded aircraflt.
Afteruards escorted bombers of the Yorthwest Africen Tacticzl and
Strategle Air Forces also attaclked the game terget with good resulta.
On one of these later misgions a P-3B of the 823 Fichter Groun succoeded
in grin-borbing a 1,000-1b, bonb agalnst the so~cullad underground
hangar--not into the south entrance as wag originally remorbed, out
against the lintel of one of the doors, vhere 1% ezploded withoub
eausing nuch danega., On the follovwing day, 34 Hitchells (B-25'n) and
nore than tvice as many 1isht bDombers renewed the atiack upon the
wirdrome, wrecking various of the 20 aireraft found on the field at
the tine, Cn the 10th of the mounth, large nmumbers of lifnt ond nedium
bombers concentrated on small shipping in the harbor and bonbed the
lomding sromnd agein, Iille migsiong were flown on succeeding davs.
Adlthowh these attocks reosulted in wmony fires and exnlosions, few in-
stonces of eaneny ovnosition were rejorted by returnin~— creus during

thisg nerio&.l
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Is a strict sense, theas early bombinze 614 not represent the be-
ginning of the olr offensive apalnst Ponbtellerin, During the last days
of the ilorth iAfricen compaisn an effort was made, throuph reneated
attad’zs woon the Prmiellerian airfield, to limlt the aetivity of lonax-
ronge eneny fishters vhich were based on the fgland in increasing numoers
after the withdrawal of Aris plones from londing grounds ln northern
Tun'isia.z Ry destroving small veesels In the harbor of Forto i
Ponbellerin -nd esbteblishing inshore vatrols to intorcent eneny crofi
that nishd oubt out fo sex, the Allics sirove to nrevenb an evacussion
movenent from Torth sfrieca similar to that at I}ur;»:erque.s From the
noint of viev of intent, these initial atteclks therefore should he re-
garded more vronerly as a vayt of the Tunisian ca:s‘gaigp.é

Before the cneny had time to recover from the dlsaster of his
surrender in Tunisia on 13 llay, the atincke upon Pantelleriz Dbezun by
the Yorthwoest African Air Forces were contlnued on an inereased sezle,
and a blockade of the island wvas insiituted by pabrols run between it
and Sieily npd Sardinia. As a supnlement 0 the nir effort, o striding
force commposed of four cruisers, eiht destroyers, one gunboat, and
ten mofor fumboats was organized, with a view to hombarding the lsland
fror time to tine, These bombardments, it 'me thought, wowld serve Ho
test the strenpth of the enerny's defenses snd would tend to confuse
hin as %o the direction of the irmpending assa.ult.s

The fnct that the subjugation of enemy territory was Dbeing attermied
largely throudh alir action gave indlceation of the formidable pover of

thig kind that the Allies could now brinz to bear woon Axis forces

I L T T L
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Lobes lglaliny Lo the Cuart oa tig Ciopogite Faze

It wes the Wwelith Alr Foree that bore the burden of the
attack apainst rznbelleris and Lossedusa, althoujn, along with *
FAF and 3A4F units, ithe Linth Air Foree vas re.resented in the
orerations,

ircu_kout the . inter and spring of 1943, trhe heuvy boabers
of the Uinth iir Foree, still stationed in the iddle Dasbt, had
continued to strike at enexsy cirdroges :nd ports of supply in
soutbern Furcoge znd Jieily. Ibs medium-bozber und fi hter roaps,
flying with the (.cstern) Desert idr Force, wounwhile had sup-
corted ti.e Aribish Jishth Arny in Lhe J1lied suecy across Libya
and Tunisiw. For several .onthes prior to the launtellesrian
oflenulve, {tress sediuva~bosber and i hter units cad bsen operat-
ing under the dirccbion of ile Lortaest liric.n [lir Yorces--a
February reorsanization et hod resalted, in part, froa the vesi- .
ward oven ent of the cia.alm. For Lue CuMAJUMHa orerevion, ;
vhese flabh Jir Torece t.clical units sere pliaced as follows:

1zth =nd 3L0th Sosbardsent Groups (07), uncer e opera- .
ticnal conlrel of the 'Weerdldezl sorther TForce

87th and 7%th Fizhier Groaps, o;eratln; vith L.e Desert
sr Forez, on lown bto the XIT Mr Cupport Conaand ror e
sanbellericn ozcrabion

{ Ve 924th Pi-hler Grovp, .loo with tie wesert r rorec,
ran cosoull . ngolonu, vbee, 1ub ol go Jlyect cort in s
Lobelleriaa wcvloa, olnce bhe Degcrb Alr Dorce os Such
1153 not = yarbiclbﬁnt.]

Unibe of Lhe iortinest alricun Jeasztul .ldr force ilat
flein jobrols cbe. duria: bhe jeriod ore aob Jioin oo vie erart, "

‘\ "‘\
;*5‘“ 1 }—»«HL-}-—"'W .
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frou the eoastal reglon of lorthwest Africa, 4n estimibe of the conbined

operational sircraft of the Horthwest African Stratezic and Ysctlcal
Alr Yorces ploced the number which they could muster ab a figure in
the neighvorhood of 1,01’?.5 In 2ddition, airplones based on lalta
could be counted on to abiack eneny alrdromes in Siclly and to nrovide
nrotection for naval forces omeratin: from lizliese ports.’? 3y comari-
son, the enemy was reported, about the middle of llay, to have over SO0
comvat plancs on Sieily, Sardinis, ond the toe of Idaly, at bages
within renech of Pantelleria.a

For the COLIDOEL gneration, ths units of the Northwest African
Stratesie Alr Toree, commended by ilaj. Gen. James H. Doollitile, were
located in the areas of CGonsiantine, Souk .l Arbz, ond Djedeida.
The IASAT consisted of the followinz units: four grouwps of B-17's
(the 24, 97¢h, 99th, =nd 30lst Sovbardment Grouns); two of B-p25'g
(the B10th ond 82lst Sfombardnent Groups); three of 3-26's (the 17k,
319ta, =nd 320th Eombardwent Croups); tlhiree of P-33'a {the 1st, 14th,
and 824 Flghter Groups); one of P=40's (the 325th Firhter Grown); and
several wvianse of Jellingtons from the ZAT 1iddle lhnt 3ommnd..9 The
Stratesic slr Torce, sliost as a whole, wos therefore conmitted to
the Pantellerian operation. I1ts imerlcan elements were orsamized inko
three bombardment uin{'s'lo the Fortresges vith two grouwns of Ligatnines
forned the 5th lng, while the 1ltchells with one groun of Tipatnings
and the inreuders with the sinsle sroup of ‘arhavize commrised the 47th
and the 2686th (Prov.) .ince, res;:aective‘ly.ll Althouzh the role of

the pursplt groups was lorgely thot of furmisghin: fighter escort for

-.‘“ g

P;,.; m)] Jiaﬁ._. B ﬁ:«(.z}

*
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the bombers, they engaged, to a lesser extent, 1n fighter-sweep and
dive~bombing riigslong, vhich contrivubed substontially to the vi,or of
the attaci,

On the other hand, the Morthuest .ifrican Tacticszl alr Torce,
commanded by Alr Vice llnrehal Sir Arthur Coninghaw, was only partially
tevoved to the Pantellerian offensgive. In fact, the comrosition of
the IATAT had Just undergome o radical change. TUpon completion of the
Tunigian eanpalen, To. 242 Group (Ei¥), with its large number of fighter
squadrons already ovwerating ln the 3izerte-iousse area, had been trans.
ferrasd to the lorthwest Afriesn Coastal Air Torce, in order to assist
in sea svecns and the protection of convoys: two Spitfire wings vere
in process of moving 4o lalta for particiosotion in the Sicillen ir-
vasiony and the Vestern Pesert iir Force was returning to itz main
base at Lripoll in premaration for the same overation. As a conse-
guence, only units of the XII Air Supvort Comnand and of the Tnetical
Zomver Torce were avallablie to iurAT for the Zantellerian pro,jeet.m
Beeouse of the shortage of fil-hter-bombvers, two U, S. sroups of P=d0'y
from the estern Desert Alr orce--the H7th and 79th Pighier Groups—-

. s 3
vore retained in ‘i’ms:.a.l

In addition, the XII Mr Support Sommand
wage reinforced by the 9uth ¥i:.hter Squndron, z wnit that had arrived
in Torthwest Africa the mrevious month (April 1943).14 It was further
strensthened py the refitting of the 27th Domdardient Grow (1) vith
A-30 sireraft, o tyne of fishter-oomser thnt had only recently nmade

1ts apzearance in tre theater.19

= - e e P .
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Tor purnoses of rest znd refitting 1t had been decided th=t, at the
end of the Tunleisn coumoizn, the Wactieal Adr Torce should be moved into
arens near the coast. In gensral, the units of the ZII Air Support
Gourmand were stetioned on the east side of the Cap Zon penins:ula,ls
while thoge of the Tactleal Bomber Force, situnted al its foot, oceu-
pied bages extending as for south as Hergla. 1 These loeations had been
chozen vith the Sicilian invasion in mind, and a numoer of landing grounds
had been constructed there for use in that wndertaring, Ar a consequence,
these airfields vere idenlly wlaced for the Irntellerian opemtion.l

In accordence vith the nlan for UVORSCRI adonted on 23 l=y, the
air attac: was to be divided into two weriods. Throusgh t Jume (D-5),
Pontelleria owld de subjecbed to heavy ombardiaent, vhien was to de
increased decldedly at the end of !ar, Trom 7 June (D-4) to dawn on the
11th (D-3ay), the island would be attacked arsouwnd the cloct, vith an
intensity groving from 200 sorties on the firet (ay to 1,500 or 2,000
on the last (D-1), Trie resmonstoility was to be borme jJointly oy the
Horthweat African Otrate:ie and Tacticad Alxr Yorces, with each organiza—
tion normally providing its owm ficshter escort., Iuring the first meriod,
Lt ves estimated that an averapge of 50 bomber amd DO fighter-bomber
sorties would be requlred each day. Undil 3L llay, this effort was to
be furniched oy the Sirategic Alr Porce, Thereafiter, taoe botal number
of firhter~bombers wowld be supviled oy the Tscitlesl Air Corce—-an

19

obligation assumed by the XII idir Zunport Command, In the inteilim,

the fishter-vembers of this organlzation would not be entirely idle,

for some of them were to_opercte as nulsance ra.idem aralnst gun
mdg—T-&e‘di-ﬁ-.
b '}jg\u oL b
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18 Hay, wvith an attack by mediur end flshter-bombers of the Strateglc

Air ?orce.gﬁ The attacking formations vere composed of 42 2-25's and
44 B-B6's, esesrbed by 91 PL38's gnd P-40's, of wnich about 40 eczrried
vombg, Some of the plenes returned early, tut the remainder succeoded
in dropping more then 97 tons of honbs on the lglard., Docks snd jettles
were dansged; cozatal gons ndjacent to Porto di Fantelleria were gtruck:
snd one bont recelved ~ direet hit vhen a string of bombs fell amons a
anmber of small craft in the harbor., —ombs also were drovped on the
alrirome, where fires were riarted in barracks and aduinlistration
onildings, and émmege was done to nireraft on the werimeter of the field.27
The nigsions of the net few days were less spectacular, but on the 234,
72 medium and 16 fighter-boubders showersd 76 tons of vombs unon the
isianf, Tor the following nipnt of 53/24 llay ané the day of the 24th,
the comvined 'bom'bing-loads of Vellinstons and FP-40's totaled more than
45 tons.aa During this nerlod the lLorthwest African Alr lorces en-
countered little flighter opposltion over Pantelleria, because (erusn
and Italian Air Forces (GAF end 147} obviously were strivine« to re-
esteblish thelr unlis in time to meet an Allled offensive, JDesnite
the lack of fighter nrotection, Pantelleria was not entirsly defence-
lesn, for returning crews occasionally brought remorts of heving ex-
verienced severe antirircraft fire from well-concealed gun mositions
on the island.sg

Zarly oparatlons of the Pantellerian offensive were directed
chiefly arainst the alrfield and the mort, in an effort to wrevent the

eneny from annssing on the lzland reserves of uater, food, and munitions
3
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againet a nossible slege, Throuvgh naval »nairols snd attecks fron the alr
the Allies had rucceeded in maintaining a blockede, yet supnlies continued
™ to be brouwsht to the belearmered parrison by Ju-53'r and sea trans‘port.ao
N Ir mrking the short crossing from Sicily, small craft such as LOT's and

31 Yont of these were unloaded in

- Slebel ferries generally irere used,
the Inner harbor of Forto 41 Pantelleria, from which wvessele of more
thon & 1U-foot drausht were excluded. Tronm photogramhic recommnissance
carried oub on five days of the weelk 22 to 29 Iay, it was lenrned thrt
small eraft in large enouch numbers for thu delivery of 630 tons of
supnlies had reached the iglsnd durin: that wericd. This totnl provably
- represcoted o conservative estimate, as some cargoes dovotless were dis-
= charged by craft entering or leavinz the port betveen reconnaissance
missions, or on the two days when the icland feiled to be coverad., Within
this 1nterval, however, seversl smali vessels were hit in air raiés, and
conslderable famage vas done to harvor facilitles. Increased effective-
ness of the blockodr and of attacks from the nir war showm by the
linited deliveries made vetweon 29 May and 4 June. During thirs weeiz,
in which at leact one rhobographic mission over the wort was flowm every
day, the only swpyvlles Xnovm to have come in Wy sea ivere carrisd by ons
. LC¥, o small) Tiening bont, and o 1uE-foot eonsber. In fack, zo effec-
. tive were fne nttaclis of the medium and fishter-bombers in ddsrunting
shipping that, vefore the end of Ilay, Pantelleria was nractically
) isolated.33

' Aerial recomaisgsnce for thr luast half of the nonth also confirmed

the success of the atiaclks wponr the Pantellerien cirdrome. The pain
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barracks there and adninistrative buildings near the underground hangar
were saovk 50 have been destroyed by direct hits, and there were indica-
tions that stores and duwmps had been fired. The airfield itself armeared
to be closely dotted with craters, vut obviously many of the holesg had
veen filled, Desplte remcated bomuin-~s, a mortion of the field seems

to have been kent in gome sort of repnir throushout the greater mart of
the cammalgn, Tor, as lnte aog 9 June, a mumiber of Ju-B2%'s were renorted

to have made a landing upon it.za

Demnze to alreraft on the ground was,
novever, conslderanle, 3y 2% lay, one Ju-62 awpeared to be the only
sound airnlone on the field, On the following day, no serviceanle air.
craft wns soen~-s siate of affairs tket afforded partinl exvlanation for
the leck of oppositlon encountered by Allied misslons in the early staze
of the attaci:.M

Deglrous of lesrnlng how the enemy was enduring the strain of
oombardment ard in what state of alert the island wes kept, the Allies
had attempted to land on P:ntelleria at tvo different times. In both
instances adverse westher conditlons accounted for the failure. On the
nifht of 28/29 lny o third nttemnt met with greater success, for a
narty of eight was then set aghors ot Funta }Q:ara;ce.ss Degulte the
extreme unsuitabillity of the place for a mejor attach, 1t vas found
wiat sentries vere posted here at intervals of 1U0 to 200 yards., After
twx hours asbore, btue group succecded in capturing one of the gusnrds
igr interrogation--tut not in time to mrevent hinm from giving the alara.
In the strugsle thot ensued, three Italians were kilied, and ome
Eritish soldier war so seriously vounded thni ie hod o be left behind.,

- - F r
W ) 'ﬁ-!g,,* - ‘_‘,4,\3\

o P




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

. ! !1 1?‘I"¢.r ii’—‘ri‘iﬂii ? 1
pai L i v
w

Cther membvers of tne party managed to vithdraw, vut, owing to lack of
goncerted netion and %o the precinitouns charzeter of the clif.s, they
could not tuke the wrisoner witn thes. As m counsequence, the mailn pur-
pose of the raid vas defeated, although it was noted that inere were no
evicences of German troons on the icland.

Within a few days, nowever, firgthand information regardin. comndi-
tions on the 1sland was gleaned fronm prisoners of war camtured fronm the -
motor senooner ikells liuxis, en route from Puntelleria to Trapsni,
Sicil‘y.m The accownts of these men, suomlenented by reports from
nhotogra hlc recomnalasance wlssions, indicated tnat the bombing attacis
had wedly disrupted lire on the islaond., In faet, the unloadins of tke
Stella aris seemed to have been nccomplished only through the efforts
of personnel fro: machine-gun oattalions, although customhouse gunrds
also vere seen.38 Annarently avout seven acres of the town of Pantelleria
nad been domolicked, smu fue roads leading from it were so choked with
Gooris as to be virtually impassacle. Yrom interrogmtion of the prisoners,
it was learned thut, wvitn the tovm unbeneble, the movulation heé veen
evacuated to unberground quarters or hed sousht refuse awmony the hills
in the nore rezote purbs of the icland. lHlitlamen, on the other hand,
erovded into trerches during the raide, while gun crews fouvnd shel ter
in the tumnels and alleyways leading from the batteries to the atmuni-
tion ].oclf‘:e::'ss,.Sg sequisition of thds information tended to strencthen
the bellel that the initial sta,e of the Allled pir atieelr hod met vith

resson Ule success.

In the defense of Pentell eria., the sirfield ané nort mlayed only 2
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ainor port. A4S & consequence, & reladlvely =light effert was sufficient
to render them ineffectval. It was coagbtal Datterics and gun emmlace-
renbs that formed the nprineipal taryets., 3Jince neuvtrellzation of tnese
sositions by ares hombing would have nroved a long and wacteful nrocess,
cereful aralyelg of the defensive systen of the islond was made, Assess-
nent of the importance of each installotlon to the zysten as a wiole
ensbled nlcnners of the oneration to allocats nriorities to specific pin-
nointed objectives. In the reduction of gun mositions, the abiack was
planned systemntically, with considerable reliance vlaced unon Intelligence,
egpecially thut reswlting from phobogranhic reconmissance.% The scheme
was baged largely on mosalc mome and obligue nhobtographs indicating the
locstion of the coastal defences, while tha sezle of effort was deter-
ained by the calewl-tions of a special grouwy headed by the Oxford
gcientlst, Professtj_sxfzmerzmn. In order to follow accurately the re-
sults of each micsion, the Iorthwest ifrican Fhotographic Peconnnissance

£

ins

[Re]

hed 2 cover of the Pantellerion batterios made at least once & day
wntll 5 June. After thnt dnte, the coverare g inereased several times,
with as nany as flve photosramhic sirslons belung flown cn 11 June {D-day).
“he vork of interprating the films wvas done at LAAY Eeadauarters, vhere
target priorities vere assimed doily on the basis of assessnents mode
Trom the strike photogrsphe. In Tnhet, the naintonsnce of a conatont
check through rerial recomnaissance of thls ilnd constitubed an sssential
paxt of the operaticn.él

The standard target nap vsed throushou$ the offensive was a ground.

2ir wep of Yontelleria, o natr}ap geale. of ,J.} 5&00. _ In giving designations
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to pllots, the controller emloyed the siuple code names which had been
a8cribed to proninent placex and features shown on the map. Twenty
batbtery poritions, the ovrincinal targets located fron ohotogravhs and
other intelligence sources, were ngelgned nwrborsg for use ln 2 sinilar
way. All other map references were indicated by the giving of coordi-
natoes un to six fi(;u.res.42
Pegnonginility for all oriefing rested upon Intelligence—-snd
proved a burder by no means lisht. Yet the resulis of all oneratioas
were nromtly avallaole in the war room, for each loenl headguarters
meintalned dlrect commmicrntlong with the alrfields in its vieinity.
In thig vay, accountp of flirhis vere received soon after cormletion of
the nissions. A% rezular intervala o conssildated renort was televhoned
to SAP and AT Headouarters, from vhich cverstional summaries (CPSUMS)
were sent out by teleiyne meveral times a day., These, in turn, wers
incorporated into a daily operationnl and Intellirence swmsry issued
by I4AY Headouarfers, Up to I-day, however, ihe sources of informetion
were loargely vchotographie. It was ftherefore necessary for Intelligence
to mzintnin very close liaieon with unils making the vhosozravhic
gorties snd to see that the éelivers of nrints was made almo~t imne-
dizbely. As o consequence, the Pcntellerian operntlon furnlshed a good
exa:mle of the basle lmportance of thie kind of reconnaissance.és
Although UAAT depdausrbers rigidly nreseribed the d2ily bomber
affort required of both the sirntesic and Tnckical Alr Torces, moking

specifications as to details of target, bord load, =2md fuzing, =2 forvard

bonber control unit was gainboined ab-the ,hga;i.nmrters of the ¥IL Alr
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Support Comrznd at Xorba, in the Cep Jon area. In order to facllliate
r the asseubling of fijhtors and bombers for miscions to the Islond, it
had been declded that all Tormations normally chould fly by way of a
. small cane near Xelibia, coth on their demariure from, snd return o,
the maini.ﬂnd.% Such an arvangenent had the added adrantage of simplify-
ing the wor’s of fthe alr-sea rescus unlts, which were opsrazting, wlth a
limlted force, from Jizerte, Tunip, and Sfax.45 Because of the intensity
of the fishter affort durins the concentrated attack wupon Pentellierin,
i% was necesscxry o keen the fipater escort reduced to an essential
ainlmum, Yor tactical bonber formations composed of 12 alreraft, a
; close escort of six fighiter planes was consldered adequate, for examule.%
. Ia order that Allied surface craft miyht sonronch Pantelleria
vithout nesting with pronounced opposltion, it hed been decided that the
- bombing attack should oe concentrated wnon the comstal-defense and dual-
purpose batteries in the norfhern half of the lsland., Since nositions
of this kind would be affected by direct hits and near misses only, the
degree of borbing sceurac;y that could be ewmeeted againnt targets so
21211 and difficult of locatlon was recognlized 25 the chlef factor in
determining the necessary seale of attack. In the destrustlon of very
atrong nositions, emmeriments elsewhere had shown thut, ton for ton, the
. U. 3. 1,000-1vb. general-purnose boub, fuzed for .0R5 seconds delay, and
the Spritish 1,000-1b, iU bombh yielded betiter resuits thun sny others
then avallable. In the sbsence of detalled informailon concerning the
‘ cheracter of the batteries on the igland, it soemed advisable to
conalder them of sufiicient strength to varrant the use of bomba of $his
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size, Preliminary estimates of the effort required therefore were hased,
in part, on the assumption that critical damage to the guns on Pantelleria
would be caused by the 1,000-1b. boumbs falling, perheps, at no greaber
distance than eight yards from the target--a radius that would give a
circular area of approximately 200 square yards., For an equal number of
1,000-1b. and 500~1b, bombs, the vulnerable area was placed at 160 square
yards. In all probability, the debris thrown up by bursts both within
and without these areas would act as secondary missiles which, in turn,
would heighten the disruptive effect of the hombs--considerations that
led, for plamnning purposes, to the adoption of a larger srea of vulner-
ability for some of the guns, It also was held that pillboxes, trenches,
breastworks, and other fortifications in the vicinity of the harbor would
be affected by spill from attacks upon adjacent batieries, and from the
night bombardment of the port and the tom.w

Under the best of conditions, the neutralization of strong, welle
manned defensive positions from the air was considered z difficult task.
Such installations had proved relatively immune to attack by medium, light,
and fighter-bomber planes; for heavy bombers, they constituted pin-point
targets in the sirict sense of the terms Up to this time, lack of adequate
air power had prevented the making of any such attempt on a large scala,
In these circumsbances, the present Opera.tiou"_became virtually a laboratory
experiment in which the taciical possibilitles of this kind of air attack
would be i-.e,-e.i:.eul.‘Mg Throughout the engagement, the NAAF empioyed the
services of Professor S. Zuckerman,the scientific adviser borrowed from the

British Combined Operations Staff for the purpose o,ﬂ analyzing the relation
B4 "~\
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Estimates based on the law of averages and on an analysis of the
bombing accuracy of heavy bombers indicated that, in order to give an even
chance of knocking out a gun having & vulnerable area of 600 square yards,
as many as four hundred 1,000-lb, bombs must be aimed at the target. The
asgault upon Pantelleria therefore was planned with no idea of trying to
drop & bomb on each of the 80 guns singled out for attack, Such an under~
taking would have required a prolonged and sizable effort beyond all
reason. I1f, however, a little more than a 30 per cent reduction could be
achieved--that is, if as many as two out of six guns in each battery could
be rendered useless--there was reason to belleve that the silencing of the
remainder would follow from secondary causes., Since a task of these pro-
portione was considered well within the capacity of the forces available,
the bombing effort required to insure the desired resulis was then caleulated
mathematically. 50

From the start, it seemed advisable to assess the extent of damage
done %o defensive positions in terms of the reduction of the fire power of
the guns., While direct destruciion of these defenses would coantribute
most substantially to such a reduciion, it was recognized that secondary *
factors also would play a significant part., Among considerations of this
kind could be included the disruption of communications, the demolition
of scientific instruments, the destruction of essential supplies, casualties,
and, finally, the demoralization brought on by repeated bombings. Through-
oub the operation, duration of effect was regarded as important—-partiecularly
a0, since the air attack was to be followed by naval and land assaunits,

Even if only partial destructlon of the coastsl defenses were accomplished,

it was held that continuous bombardment would give no opportunity for repairs
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and replacements, By removing the possibility of maintenance work, this
type of interference might well prolong a period of unserviceability into
one of uselessness. In this way, it was believed that additional neubtral=
jzation sufficient to permit the meking of assaults and landings would
result.sl

In accordance with the general operational plan, the air offensive
sgainst Pantelleria was intensified at the end of May. On the 29th of
the month, 8k tons of bonbs were dropped on the island by medium and
fighter-bombers, scoring hits in the areas of the dock and the town, where
fires and explosions were noted. In the course of the following night
(29/30 May), 22 Wellingtons attacked the island at several different times,
dropping two block-busters and a sufficient number of smaller bombs to
make a total of 42.5 tons.”> On the 30th, the bomb loads added up to more
than 77 tons, and on the last day of May, the figure rose to 90 or more
tons. Thereafter the bombing continued on an increased scale, From dawn
to dusk Mitchells, Marauders, Lightnings, and Warhawks pounded the island
every few hours.53 At night the atitack was carried on by RAF Wellingtons,
which, up to this time, had operated only occasiocnally,

On 1 June, the bombing of two artillery batteries by 19 B-17's marked
the entry of the heavy bombers into the COEKSCREW o:)pera’c.:i.m.5‘+ Their bomb
loads, coupled with those of the Wellingtons, t:;xe P.38ts, and the P-L0%s
which had pounded the island in the course of the 2i hours, approximated
141 tons., For 2 June, the weight of dropped bombs was slicrhtly less than
133 tons, but for the following day it fell to 114 tons. Among the aireraft

engaged in the attacks on the 3d of the month were five Bostons, the first
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planes of the kind to take part in the offensive. With the Wellingtons
dropping 58 tons of bombs on the night of 3/4 June, and the B-17's agein
active by day, the total weight of the bomb load for the next 2i~hour period
roge to 200 tons and over. In addition to the Flying Fortresses, 18 B-25's,
18 B-26's, and more than 100 P-38's and P-40's participated in the offensive
on k4 June. Throughout the period, the attacks of the fighter~combers had
been most effective, and their increased use during these last few days
marked an important trend in the week!s operations.

On 5 June, the concentration of the heavy-bomber effort against the
Spezia naval base on the Ligurian coast prevented the Flying Fortresses
from engaging in the Pantellerian assault, The large-scale operations of
the Wellingtons compensated in part for thelr absence, in that on the pre-
vious night (4/5 June) the BAF bombers had dropped block-buster, 1,000-lb.,
500=1b., and 250~lb. bombs, Totaling 30 tons. Through the daytime activity
of B-25'a, 52 additional tons were cascaded upen the island-—a blow in-
tanaified by the attacks of almost 100 Lightnings and Warhawiks, carrying
bonb loads of more than 33 tons. In all, the weight of bombs released in
the course of the 24 hours equaled 116 tons. Since the beginning of the
offensive on 18 May, the Northwest African Air Forces were now reported to
have blasted Pantelleria with approximately 1,339 tons of bombs~-a tonnage
that represented a pulverizing attaek upon an island slightly less than
half the size of Malta.55

According to plan, the bombing effort of the Strategic Air Force was
supplemented on 6 June {D=5) by the introduction of Bostons, Baltimores,

and Mitchells of NATAF!'s Tactical Bomber Force.56 Inasmuch as the escort
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for the latter organization was to be furnished by the XII Air Support
Cormand, additional fighter units were drawn into the operation as the
tactical bomber effort grew.57 At this time {D-5), the daily sorties which
had ranged from 100 to 150, were increased to 200 or more. Thereafter, the
number was doubled or trebled until a climax was reached on D-1 (June .'1.'5)).53

Preliminary to the heavy assault of 6 June, formations of Wellingions
had attacked Pantelleria on the night of 5/6 June, dropping 40 tons of
bombs, Operations of the day itself were carried out by a formidable force
of American, British, and Somuth African bombers that swept down on the
isiand, showering it with bomb loads approximating 191 tons, thus making
the tonnage for the 24i-hour period 231 tons., Flying Fortresses again were
not represented in these missions, as the B=17's were inactive after their
long-range attack against Spezis on the preceding day.

The concentrated attack upon Pantelleria, scheduled to begin on 7 June,
was introduced with the dropping of some 600 tons of bombs-~—a tonnage be-
tween two and three times as great as that released on any day of the
offensive up to this time. Hurribomber and Wellington sorties preceded
the missiona flown by heavy, medium, and fighter-bombers ageinst targetis
consisting largely of shore batteries. Although on the previous day A-36's
had made reconnaissance flights over the island, their miasions of 7 June,
directed against gun positions on the northeast coast and small craft in
the vicinity of Porte di Scauri, marked their entrance into the offensive,
During the remainder of the campaign these light bombers were to give a
good aceount of themselves.59

From the commencement of the intensive air attack late in May, the

weight of the offensive had been Ii‘rﬁcl;e&pr;mar:,lx, aqainst ceoastal and
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antiaircraft defenses, especlally those in the vicinity of the port. To
facilitate their destruction, a series of paval bembardments had been planned.
The first of these oceurred in the very early morning of 31 May when H.M.S,.
Orion, escorted by H.M, destroyers Troubridge and Petard, took position eff
the northwest coast of the iasland and bombarded the harbor area at a range
of 13,006 yarde. To the firing of 150 rounds of six-inch and small-caliber
shells, the enemy offered only slight opposition. At the conclusion of the
attack, the British ships withdrew without having sustained either casualties
or damage.éo In the later afternoon of the following day (1 June}, the
British light cruiser Penelope, in company with H.M, destroyers Paledin and
Petard , engaged in & similar mission.él During the shelling, a plane from
the 15th Photographic Squadron flew over the western end of the island at

an altitude of 20,000 feet, locating gun emplacements and recording action
between naval units and shore batteries. In the course of the bombardment,
hits were scored on barracks and gun-position areas. Return of the Penelope's
fire by five shore batteries resulted in the ship's receiving a direct hit
which caused little damage.62 This resistance cn the part of the enemy was
replaced by intermiitent opposition when the Orion, under escort of the
Pajadin and Troubridgs, renewed the attack on the night of 2/3 June while

one Albacore dropped flares to help the naval bombardment and another spotted
the fall of the shells.63 Early the next morning, the bombardment of the
inner harbor by H.M.S. Isis and Ilex wes answered by one salvo only.&' At
dawn on 5 June, coastal batteries again were successfully attacked, but only

inaccurate fire was encountered as the ships turned a.my.65 These trial

missions showing the enemy's unwiilingness to engage in combat were
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interpreted as indicating one, or both, of two things. Either the daily
bombing raids of the NAAF during the last two weeks had decreased the
firing power of the enemy's defense guns, or, until the development of a
fullescale attack, he was reluctant to disclose his positions and to draw
upon himself the aceurate retaliatory fire which, he knew, would follow
the flash of his guns.66

By way of testing the amount of destruction produced by air and naval
attacks upon defensive positions, a full-scale naval bombardment was
carried out in the forenoon of 8 June. The task force chosen for the
mission conaisted of three motor torpedo hoats, the cruisers Newfoundland,
Aurora, Penalope, Eurvalus, and Orion, and the destroyers Whaddon, Troubridge,
Tartar, Jervis, Nublan, Laforey, Lookout, and Loyal, which served as a screen
against possgible danger from U-boats. Under fighter and fighter~bomber
cover, the little armada led by the Aurora set out for Pantelleria. Upon
reaching their station point, the ships swung into a huge arc just &s a
group of Mitchells and Lightnings turned homeward from & bomb run over the
island, In their wake dust and smoke drifted out to smes, covering the
target, which was to be the dock area in the vicinity of the harbor and
the coastal batteries located on the neighboring escarpment.

The assault itself was divided intc two periods. The earlier phase
consisted of a series of salvos fired by the five cruisers--first at the
mole, which could be distinguished by a high crane, and then at the dock,
which was located some distance to the right. After that, all vessels

turned away in an attemplt to draw fire before attacking again. The sscond

phase was lauached in conjunction with.-an athack on the western batieries
e -‘e; . ""]"'i"*‘“—{—,-iﬂ_j_‘
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by B-17's--an onslaught of such welght that the little island appeared to
cbservers to be lifted from the sea, and sven the ships off shore were

shaken violently., In order to present tempting targets, the eight destroyers
then moved to a position within 2,000 yards of the shore. By that time,

two coastal batteries were operating fitfully and already had fired some

30 shells which had been seen to burst in the water without causing any
damage. The desiroyers promptly fired their four-inch guns at close range
and, after spreading heavy smoke screens, sped away to join the departing
cruisers. Subsequent reconnaissance showed that, with the exception of

four lighters, all small vessels in the harbor had been sunk,

While the destroyers had taken their stand inshore, the three motor
torpedo boats (MTB's) had dashed towerd the mole and made a series of runs
across the mouth of the port, at a distance of 300 yards instead of the
1,000-yard range stipulated in their orders. This spirited action succeeded
in provoking a few machine-gun posts into giving away their locations but,
on the whole, the retaliation was slight. Out of 16 batteries that could
have engaged the attacking ships, had they been serviceable and well manned,
two returned fire throughout much of the operation; one fired until it was
silenced by a cruiser; and three others responded intermittently. From
the flagship Aurora Ceneral Eisenhower and Admiral Cunningham had watched
the operation, which lasted about an hour and a quarter. On the way back
to North Africa, the resulis of the shelling were appraised, TFrom the
inaccuracy of the enemy gunfire,observers were led to conclude that the
fire-control mechanism of scme of the batiteries was no longer working,
Although no surrender had been forthcoming, the cutcome of the maneuver
indicated that the critical batteries had been rendered useless, and that
_ SEEHRH R ORpHG
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the day-by-day air analysis of the bombing results was conservative. On
the basis of this evidence, it therefore was decided that plans for the
assault by ground forces could be adhered to with confidence., Since the
bombardment would be sustained until 11 June, there was reason to believe
that, by that time, the morale of the defenders would be sufficiently
shattered for the invading troops to carry out the assault with only few
losses.67
The repeated naval attacks against Pantelleria and the successful
lockade of the island during the past few week?}gmply demonstrated the
extent of Allied air superiority in the central Mediterranean. Operating
in conjunction with Allied air forces and under a fighter umbrella, British
naval units had moved with comparaiive freedom and had gredualiy enlarged
their sphere of operations as the air attacks were extended northward. The
Italian fleet, on the other hand, was now forced to remain in port, becaunse
of the inability of enemy shore-based aireraft to protect ships at sea and
to half Allied flights against Italy's insular possessions and her mainland.
According to the general operational plan, the air offensive against
Pantelleria was to be interrupted twice by a call to surrender, once on D=3
and again on D-1 day. The first of these lulls occurred on & June, im-
mediately after the naval bombardment, which served as a fitting prelude to
it, From a group of volunteers, three pilots of the 33d Fighter Group had
been selected for the mission, While a diversionary force operated else-
where over the island, these pilots flew in "on the deck"-.one over the
airport, one over the public square of the towmn of Pantelleria, and one
over the residence of the military governor--to drop demands for surrender,
The stipulations of the Allies were embod:z.ed 3.n aﬂme_ssa.ge addressed to the
=G Lq,%\.—l iy
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governor and sefk in triplicate, In addition to immediate cessation of

L33

. hostilities, the terms included the unconditional surrender of all armed

forces, who would become priscners of war, and the abandonment of all

'y

military installations, which were to be left intact, In case the garrison

O e

wished t0 capitulate, it was directed to display a white cross on the
airdrome and to fly a white flag in the harbor area. Immediately after
the demands for surrender had been dropped, planes of the Tactical Bomber
Force released thousands of leaflets, informing both the garrison and the
civilian population of the futility of further resistance and stating that,
in the hope of sparing islanders the ordeal of continued bombings, a call
g to surrender had been made.ég
'-. This invitaticn contained a more direct appeal than the one made in
the sheets which Wellington bombers had been showering upon Pantelleria
. in the course of the past few weeks. Those pamphlets emphasized the
strength of the Allied air force and advised soldiers and civilians alike
to keep away from military objectives; they quoted speeches of Allied
leaders on the subject of Italy and described the Tunisian campaign in
terse and elear-cut fashion.69 Such arguments--and those presented in the
current leaflets--may not have been without effect, but when no token of
surrender was displayed in the course of the six~hour respite prescribed,
the air bombardment was resumed.70
In conformity with the warning given to the enemy, the concentrated
2 attack, begun on 7 June, was now continued with greater intensity. On

. 8 June almost 700 tens of bambs were dropped, and on the following day

the weight of the bomb load rose to more than 822 tons., The brunt of these
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loads was borne by B-17's, but large numbers of bombes also were carried
by various types of medium, light, and fighter-bombers engaged in the
offensiva.71 The Tactical Bomber Force, which operated during the daylight
hours, usually performed its bombing missions in the early morning and
evening, while those of the Strategic Air Force were carried out at other
t.imes.72 Fighter-sweeps and dive~bombing raids took place independently or
were ordered in connection with operations scheduied throughout the day.
Continuity of attack was insured, in large measure, by tabulating the
sortvies expected of the Tactical Air Force and listing their time of
arrival over the target--a program adhered to as strictly as poseible--in
order that the bombing might be distributed over the period allotted. On
soxe missions part of the escorting aircraft, too, carried bombs, which
they dropped before assuming their active role as protector to the bombers,
At night, Wellingtons hammered at the island and, from dusk until such time
&8 these RAF medium bombers began their operations, Hurribombers of No., 241
Squadron (RAF) conducted harassing raids. Throughout the 2l hours Pantelleria
was therefore pounded relentlessly. During the last five days of the attack,
a total ozl}zl:g(}a tons of bombs was dropped--2n undertaking which not only
showed the determination of the Allies to reduce the island, but also
indicated the sirength of the air power at their disposal for the purpose.73
Initially the bombardment of Pantelleria from the air had met with
remarkably little Axis interference, owing primarily to the severe losses
which the enemy had suffered in combat and to the number of his planes
that had been destroyed on the ground, So pronounced had been the lack of

opposition during the week following the surrender in North Africa that
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the appearance of enemy fighters at the end of May had pointed to an infivx
of new pilots and aireraft into Sieily and Sardinia. Under provocation of
progressively more intensive attacks, the enemy had reacied to the extent
of dispatching, from Castelvetrano and Sciacca or other Sicilian bases,
small groups of intercepting planes, and occasionally even & sweep of ten
or more aircraft, both Germman and Italian. The first conspicucus encounter
of this kind occurred on 5 June, when 15 to 20 Me-1C9's and FW~190's inter-
cepted a formation of Mitchells and Lightnings over ihe island.'m On the
next day theGerman planes were more numerous, and, on the following one,
Ttalian fighters also apreared, On the whole, the efforts of the enemy
sesmed only half-hearted, although, in the early morning of 7 June, a low-
level fighter-bomber attack was made on the landing grounds of Korba North
in Tunisis, and on the night of 10/11 June Sousse was raided by &n eneay
force consisting of approximately 50 1:n:>mber'xs.75

Aa Allied bombings increased on & and 9 June, enemy fighter activity
showed a tendency to decline, but was revived again on the 10th and llith,
when the heaviest Allied attacks were experienced. The intervention of
these Sicilian-based fighters led to their suffering substantial losses
without, in any way, impeding Allied operations. In all, several hundred
enemy planes were seen during these first 11 days of June, with 57 desiroyed,
10 probably destroyed, and 21 damaged.76

The general outline for the Pantellerian offensive had provided for
especially heavy bombardment cn 10 June, when a decisive blow was Lo be
delivered. During the preceding night, Wellingtons and Hurribombers had

carried out vigorous raids, and, at first light, other bombers resumed the
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offensive. An early morning mist interfered with the first of these
missions, bult after its disappearance a continuous stream of attack was
directed against the island. As wave afier wave of bombers swept over
former Tunislan battlefields and out across the Mediierranean, observers
were struck by the power of the aerial weapon which the Allies had forged--
&n impression that deepened as they became aware of the size of the day's
operations., According to one observer, bombers on their outward flight
were sometimes passed by accompanying P-32's carrying bombs and hurrying
to atiack before themy sometimes they were met by retuming medium or

heavy bombers, or a greup of P-40's on their way home to re-form and set

out a.gain.77

Upon reaching Pantelleria the bombers sometimes found it
necessary to circle, in order to give earlier arrivals opportunity for
bombing, With Spitfires watching overhead, they made their own bomb runs
and then turned homeward, flying in loose formation and even modifying

their course, on occasion, so that more planes could drive toward the
target.78 This routine was maintained throughout the day, with the exception
of a three-hour lull allowed for the second call to surrender, When the
demend remained unanswered at the close of the period, the air assault was

resumed.79

Earlier in the day the bombing objectives had consisted of a variety
of targets in the northern half of the island-wgun positions, buildings,

and installations of different kinds, In preparation for an opposed

landing, special atbention was now given to the coastal batteries in the
vicinity of the harbor, By the end of the day, more than 1,760 sorties

had been flown by heavy, medium, light, and fighter-bombers, carrying bombs
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ranging from 250 to 1,000 lbs. in vreig,ht.so As a result, many hits,
explosions, and fires were reported, although dust and smoke gometimes
prevented the taking of accurate observations.sl 0f the hundreds of bombs
dropped in the course of the day, the Strategic Air Force alone was credited
with having carried a number totaling 1,300 tons. Strong resistance on ihe
part of the enemy was frequently encountered but, despite this opposition,
some 30 Axis aircraft werse destroyed at small cost to the )‘xil.lis.es.82
As soon as it was seen that the second call to surrender had failed
to mest with response, final preparations for the ground assault were
completed, With the object of capturing Pantelleria, the Britich 1lst
Infantry Division embarked at Sousse and Sfax on the night of 10/11 June,>>
Since the last week in May these troops had been under tutelage for the
mission, and had received special training, which included two landing
rehearsals in the harbor of Sousse on L and 6 June, Owing, however, to
widespread troop movements and the number of training programs in progress
along the North African shore at the time, it had been unnecessary to devise
cover plans for concealing their exercises or those of the naval crafi
enga.ged.m"
The expedition set out in three conveys, twe fast and one siow, At
the time of departure clouds hid the moon, making the night so dark that
enemy aireraft, on a routine raid to Sousse, dropped a few bombs in the

85

vieinity of the ships, apparently without knowing it. Off Pantelleria,

about daybreak, the two fast convoys were met by a naval sguadron from
86 e s
Malta. Sailing in company from the point of rendezvous, these ships

reached their appointed staticn: eight miles. frqm\the harbor entrance to
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Porto di Pantelleria at 0955 hours. There the assault craft, lowered from

AAFHS-52 aagne B

the Infantry landing ships Queen Emma, Princess Beatrix, and Royal Ulstermen,

took positions on either beam of the last vessel, along with several motor
launches, four fiak erafi, and a number of infantry landing craft. Around
them five escorting destroyers, joined by trawlers and mine sweepers,
maintained an endless chain of anbisubmarine patrols, while fighters from
the Northwest African Coastal Air Force wheeled and circled overhead,
warding off threats both from sea and air.87

In the course of the night Pantelleria had been heavily attacked by
Wellingtons and Hurribombers and subjected to bombardment by the destroyers
Paladin and E;e_t_g_rg_..ss At daybreak, the clouds which began to form with
the rising of the sun were regarded with anxiety, for it was feared that
they would interfere with the activity of the heavy bombers, and might
provide_protection sufficient to enable enemy fighter~bombers to pierce
the Allied fighter screen. As the morning wore on, an occasional burst of
antiairerafi fire from a cruliser and activity on the part of the fighters
indicated that enemy planes had taken advantage of the cloud cover, Al-
though a number of these sporadic attacks occurred throughout the day, no
ship was struck, and at no time were the attacks of sufficlent strength to
interfere with landing operations.89

Following a prearranged schedule, the Tactical Bomber Force had begun
its bombing very early in the morning. For final attacks upon gun positions
and the removal of possible opposition from the shore, formations of medium
bombera with fighter escort were senit over the island on an average of every
15 minutes.90 To men who watched the attack from the decks of the walting

convoys, the precision of their performance was 8o marked that the units
LS L B :,t _,‘i‘ ¥ ‘—s‘

- T DU e

oy asaymme N SN

A

'
i *

N n s bl it‘lgﬁl‘ll'ﬂx'\‘ !.f‘.-ln
THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




myg oar Era oy opv @

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

AAFHS-52

might have been giving an air demonstration instead of helping to bomb an
island into submission., DFvery plane zeemed to be in station and every mission
apparently arrived over the target at the appointed time-wan important
factor in the success of a sgharply defined program such as this, The fact
that the formations were mainbained at full strength spoke well for the
Allied airerafy, and for the ground crews that had serviced them at the
dusty airdromes in North Ai‘rica.gl
With the completion of its round of bombing missions soon after 1000
hours, the duties of the Tactical Air Force became largely those of
furnishing fighter cover for the battle area, and of operating in con-
Junction with the ground forces. Except for s small number of prearranged
flights, all TAF activities were now to be controlled by the air force
cfficer in the combined headocuarters. For convenience, the control organiza-
tion had been transferred to H.M.S, Largs, where it was to remain until its
establishment on Pantelleria could be effected—wan achievement that would
be accomplished before the end of the day, it was hoped. As provision
against the possible sinking of the Largs, a stand-by headquarters, which

included an air officer, had been stationed on board H.M.S. Royal Ulsterman,
92

in readiness to act in such an emergency.
Between 1000 and 1100 hours, when the Strategic Air Force would continue

the attack, there came a luil of approximately an hour in the bombing pro-

gra.m.g3 In the course of the interval, a large formation of enemy FW-190's

approached the flotilla, but dropped their bombs near the Greek degtroyer

Gueen Olga‘f:‘uithout causing any damage. While the cruisers and destroyers

maneuvered in intricate fashion, the attacking force was driven off by

*It was too [lubiun, according to CinC.[ED (Adairal Cunningham), "Tne Ocenpation

of rantelicria wnd tle Subsegquent Capture of Ld_'ilpbf..d?&, Loapions ry an’i Linosa,®

30 Kov. 1943, Incl. 2, “,w{. b W
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Allied fighter pla.nes.% At approximately 1030 hours, the assault crafi,
under cover of the guns on the ships, headed for shore. On the way to the
island their safeby was threatened by the appearance of five Me-109!s
preparing to attack. Owing to the vigilance of some P-40's from the 57th
Fighter Group, the enemy planes not only were forced to jettison their
bombs, but lost one of their number in the combat that ensued.95 Upon the
arrival of the slow convoy abt about 1100 hours, the landing craft took their
places on the port beam of the Royal Ulsterman, awaiting orders to be called
to the beaches, At the same time, ships of the Fifteenth Cruiser Squadron--
followed an hour later by the gunboat Aphis and eight destroyers--opened
fire on shore targets previously assigned them., To this attack several
coastal guns replied with shots which fortunately missed their marks.%
Meanwhile, at about 1100 hours, aircraft attacking installations on

Midway Hill, which lies between the town and the airdrome, had caught sight

of a white cross on the airfield and had wheeled for home, with bomb bay doors
97

unopened, Yet one white cross alone did not meet the prescribed fokens
of surrender. Besides, there were indications from the continued firing

by several batteries that, even if the governor had pgiven orders to
capitulate, a part of the garrison, at least, was still unaware of these
instructions, owing, in all probability, to disrupbion of communicationss
Inasmuch as the assault craft were then approaching the beaches and could
not be recalled, it was decided that no risks should be taken. The original
plan for giving full air cover to the ground forces during the initial phase

of the cccupation of the island was thersfore followed, The warships were

ordered Lo carry out their prearranged progra;o, qi‘ﬁpombardment until the
.t:====

PRI _,@'u____a, ) %
w

o’ M >

e L‘\‘l] ; "H¥L| i

f -

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

-"’g .-'- [
L]

tx LA T e ®
T

*

¥ 4o, - -

t ; LT nl

AAFHS=-52 LY

assault craft touched down, and thereafter {o engage only those targets
which opposed the Allied i‘orf.'.eus..98

As the landing craft headed toward the island on the last lap of their
run, a distant droning heralded the approach of the Flying Fortresses, which
were to deliver a final alr blow to the harbor area before the landing was
made. Formation after formation of these heavy bombers came on, each compact
and approximately equidistant. During the next 10 or 12 minutes, the men
watching from the ships witnessed, at close hand, a series of precision
bombings of great intensity. Turning in over their targets, the B-17's
showered tons of bombs upon the island, These struck, causing almost
simaltanecus flashes and a great roar., Suddenly the whole harbor area
appeared to rise and hang in mid-air, while amcke and dust billowed high,
dwarfing Montagna Grande, Pantelleria's tallest pea}:.99

Reports of heavy air attacks had reached the Allied forces in North
Africa., In fact, from miles away at sea, they were said to have heard, on
oceasion, the faint rumble of such bombings and to have seen clouds streaked
with brown dust drifting across the Mediterranean. The effect of this last
staggering blow was, however, so terrific that a moment of silence seemed
to follow. Then, with amazing accuracy, the bombers, laying down & kind
of creeping barrage, shifted their aim a short distance inland while the
warships, preceded by a group of mine sweepers, maneuvered into positions
suitable for centinuing the bombardment and covering the final landings.loo
Soon after 1130 hours, the destroyer Nubiax’ which had come close to the
ghore, reported that a white flag was flying from the Sant*Elmo semaphore

station, which was silhouetted against the sky, on the summit of the first

*IL vas tie Laforey aceording to CinClED, "lle Gg:umtlcn .of rnn.tcrl'i urlgu o0 e St
Inel. 2, par, 19. B N i
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mountain ri dge.101

Meanwhile airmen on a mission to the island also had
seen the white flag flying from the top of "Semaphore Hill." Word was
flashed to headquarters immediately, whereupon a photographic plane was
dispatched to take pictures and to confirm the repor'h.loz
About 1155 hours the naval bombardment stopped, as the first assauli
craft reached the three beaches in the harbor area. Flares soon showed
that the men were safely ashore and, within a short time, the waiting
ships were informed that the sssault wave had met with little resist.ance.loB
With the precision of a well=rehearsed play, other landing craft then
moved forward to disgorge their troops, and scon scores of soldiers were
rushing down the ramps, to the skirl of bagpipes of a Highland reg.’l.men.*:-.10JIF
Had the landing been opposed, it was planned that the Strategic Air Force
would lay down an expanding barrage and that the Tactical Air Force would
cperate in close ccordination with the ground troops. Actually, opposition
was confined largely to one beach, where small-arms fire was silenced
cuickly. By 1220 hours, the 3d Infantry Brigade had advanced over the
ruins of the town to seize its first objective, a bridgehead extending
approximately one-half mile in the harbor area. By the time the 2d
Brigade arrived in support, all opposition had ceased.los
Shortly after noon, & message forwarded from Malte brought the informa=-
tion that Adm. Gino Pavesi, the military governor of Pantelleria, had asked
to surrender, on the ground of a shortage of water. It was afberwards

learned that he had signaled Rome for permission to take this step before

, - X \ 106
he knew that an invasion was impending, Upon receipt of the offer of

capitulation, further bcmbing missions were canceled, although fighter
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cover over the island was maintained and occasicnal sweeps continued

throughout the remainder of the day.lo?

Soon after 1330 hours, Genersl
Clutterbuck and his staff went ashore, where they found that many of the
Italian garriscn had already been taken into custody.loa In the meantime
additional troops had arrived, and the unloading of stores and equipment
had proceeded at such a pace trat, t-itnin a few hours, tanks were placed
at the disposal of the British 1st Division.109 In approaching Pantelleria,
gome of the later assault craft had been threatened by fighter-bombers from
Sieily, but Allled aircraft soon routed the Germsn planes, foreing them to
Jjettison their bombs haphazardly, without causing much damage. In mide
afternoon, enemy aireraft again attempted to strike at the convoy and fo
raid the island, but were driven off by Allied fighter planes circling in
the vicinity., Within the next few hours the strength of the attack upen
ships in the harbor dwindled under the vigor of Allied opposit.ion.llo

Upon landing on the island it had not been possible for Allied officers
to get into immediate touch with any responsible Italian authority, as the
intenaity of the recent bombing had led Admiral Pavesi and his headouarters
to seek refuge in the hills. After the military governor had been located
late in the afternoon, a conference was held in the ™underground" hangar
for the discussion of terms and the signing of papers of surrender. With
the conclusion of this ceremony at 1735 hours, the formal capitulation of
Fantelleria was accomplished.

The impossibility of making a systematic tour of the island in any
but a tracked vehicle gave some indication of the amount of destruction
caused by the Allied assault. In the harbor area there appeared to be
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scarcely & square yard that did not show signs either of bombing or of

- shelling. An assesswent of the extent of damage was to be undertaken

v oarw

immedistely by a group of scientific experts already on the ground, but

it would be some days before the results of their appraisal would be

l!.r,‘ H.
¢

14:1'1cmn.]':'L2 Meanwhile the task of evacuating more than 11,000 priscners

of war was boagan,‘.J'J'3

and prompt measures were taken to prepare Pantelleria
for the part that it was to play in the invasion of Sicily. The trans-
formation of the island into a major air base for use in this operation
represented a sizable undertaking which, of necessity, had to be accomplished
within a short time. The towmn was in ruins; many roads were impassable;

. communications were disrupted; the harbor was cluttered with wreckage;

c. and the airfield was covered with craters. In Allied hands, the island was
now subject to attack by enemy planes, and ships plying between Pantelleria

- and the North African coast ran the risk of an encounter with enemy craft,
despite the vigilance of Allied pa.trols.lu" Yet, in the face of all
difficulties, the work of conversion progressed with surprising rapidity.

The care with which plans for the control and maintenance of Pantelleria

had been drawn accounted, in part, for the success of the program.ll5

According to arrangements made well in advance, the army garrison was to

be furnished by the Bri'bish.ll6 Yet because of the use of the lsland

primarily as an air base, General Spaatz had been instructed by General

Eisenhower to nominate an officer who, as commander, would be directly

. respongible to him. His choice fell upon Brig. Gen, Auby C. Strickland,

. then associated with the Ninth Alr *E‘orce.ll7 Consequantly it was he who,

as military governor, assumed control frow Fajor General Clutterbuck on
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17 June, less than a week after the island had been secured, Under him
functioned the 2690th Air Base Command {Prov.), & special unit of the
XIT Air Force Service Command created at the end of Hay for duty on
Pantelleria, Moving to the island on the heels of the ground troops,
this organization immediately applied itself to the task of cleaning up
and making Pantelleria tenable for taetical aircraft.118 With the age
complishment of this undertaking, the Allies would be assured of an
additional base from which they could operate in the coming Iinvasion of
Sieily. 8o effective were the efforts of the 2690th that, by 26 June, it
was posaible to establish on the island the 33d Fighter Group, which had
been engaged, since Daday, in patrolling Pantelleria and in protecting
shipping.llg In the early morning of 10 July, approximately a month after

the surrender of the island, P-40's of this unit took off from the Pantellerian

airfield to patrel the3icilian beaches at Licata, over which troops of the
0

United States 3d Infantry Division were then st.reaming.l2
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Chapter III !

THE TAKING OF IAMPEDUSA, LINOSA, AND LAMPIONE

The loss of Pantelleria alone would not have deprived Italy of her
foothold in the Sicilian narrows, for she would still have held the
islands of Lampedusa, Linosa, and Lampione, a group known as the Iscle
Pelagie, Lampedusa, the largest and southernmost of the three, is
situated about 85 miles southeast of Panielleris and almost 100 miles
east of Cap Africue, the nearest point on the Tunisian coast. In shape,
the island is roughly an elongated triangle, measuring seven miles from
east to west and two and a guarter miles from north to south, with its
apex Lo the west, With an area of approximately 20 scuare miles, its
size is slightly less than half that of Pantelleria, Unlike Pantelleria,
Lampedusa is not woleanic in origin, but consists of a limestone plateau
tipped with sandstone, which attains a maximum height of some 400 feet
in the rolling country of Monte Alberc Sole, to the northwest, Iis
lowest point is found in the southeastern corner of the island, near
the airfield, where the elevation averages 50 i‘ect..l *

In general, the coast is high and rugged. On the east and south,
however, the cliffs become lower, and are broken by a series of steep-
walled valleys that run down to the sea, forming long, narrow inlets,
One of these, opening out into a three-pronged bay, provides the island
with its single harbor, an anchorage available to small vessels only,

In this area are located the port and towm of Lampedusa, the center of

population in & community supported largely by agriculture and .u‘.:l.sshir:ag.2
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Because of its strategic position, the island was believed to be well
fortified and capable of resisting an invasion. In earlier months it
had served the enemy as a submarine base and as a temporary landing

ground for Axis planes that preyed upon shipping, or were engaged in

flights across the Medit.erranean.3

However, through bombings by aire
eraft from Malta, these bases were thought to have been badly crippled
several months earlier,

As an Italian stronghold, Lampedusa, although garrisoned, had never
approached Pantelleria in importance. In recent weeks, its value to the
enemy had been considerably decresased by the passing of the whole of the
North African coast into Allied hands. By the middle of May, when final
arrangements for the Pantellerian offensive were being concluded, General
Eisenhower had therefore decided that no plans for a combined operation
against Lampedusa should be made, Yet conbinued possession of the island
by Ttaly was most undesirable, especislly since it was the site of a
strong RDF station. If, then, opportunity for its capture shounld arise,
he determined that the Commander-in-Chief, Liediterrgar:;‘;z} )should have
charge of the undertaking, In such an event Admiral Cunningham, the
holder of that command, would call upon the other services for necessary
5

assistance,
By way of preparation for any such possibility, numerous photographic
reconnaissance missions were flown over Lempedusa, and information con-
cerning the island was gathered from other sources. Meanwhile, need for
the destruction of its powerful RDF station, located on the north shore

near Monte Albero Sole, led to & commando raid on the night of 6/7 June,
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Despite the height of the cliffs at this point, a possible landing place
was reported to lie almost due south of the station, with an exit to higher
ground up the bed of a narrow, rocky ravine. In the course of the night,
two MTB and assault craft carrying about 30 men succeeded in approaching
the island, apparently without detection. When the landing was about to
be made, mortar and small-arms fire was opened upon the assault craflt,
As a consequence, the effort was abandoned--with two men reported missing,
During the withdrawal, the MTB were illumined by searchlight and engaged
with fair accuracy by two batteries.é A few days later broadeasts from
Rome and Berlin announced that, on the night of the 7th, a second effort
to take Lampedusa had been made, but that this attempt, like the previous
one, had been strongly repulsed.7

On 11 June, an opportune time for the selzure of the island presented
itself when, shortly before noon, word was received ai (eneral Eisenhower's
headquarters that tokens for the surrender of Pantelleria had been seen
from the air. Under such circumstances, it was probable that mast of the
air cover provided for the landing would not be neseded. COrders therefore
were issued for the shifting of the air attack to Lampedusa, as soon as
the "all clear" came from the command ship. Scarcely more than an hour
after this signal had been given, 2/ B-26's from the Northwest African
Strategic Air Force were on their way to drop 17-1/2 tons of bombs on
the island--an atiack which denoted the beginning of a systematic effort
to destroy its defenses in the area of the port and the town.s

In the meantime, Rear Adm. C.H.J. Harcourt, the Commander of Force
L, had been instructed to divert all available naval forces from Pantelleria

to Lampedusa and to¢ bombard the island day and night with such intensity
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as was necessa.ry.9 In the late afterncon of the 1lth, when it had become
apparent that the capitulaticn of Pantelleria would be accomplished with-
out further resistance, a task force consisting of H. M. cruisers Newfound-

1 "
land, Aurora, Orion, and Penelope, and six destroyers salled, 0 With them,

in enLCI, went one compeny of the Coldstream Guards, then a part of the
flcating reserve lying off Pantelleria, It was understood that this unit
would not be reguired to make an assault landing, but would occupy the
islands and deal with prisoners of war, in case of & surrender,

How grest an effort would be needed for the reduction of Lampedusa
could not be determined. From the informatiocn available, there was reason
to believe that Italian engineers had employed their skill to advantage
in supplementing the natural defenses of the isiand. Since approximately
half of the coast was girted by cliffs frem 150 to 400 feet high, there
were long stretches where apparently it had not been considered necessary
to build more than an occasional observation post to keep watch over the
approaches from the sea., On the north shore, two exceptions were found.
The RDF station and semaphore tower were strongly protected, and wide-
range guns swept the waters of two bays lying some distence to the east.
TInaspuch as the remainder of the coast was marked by deep indentations,
the Italians had fortified many of the little promontories with coastal
defense and antiaireraft guns that were mutually supporting. Moreover,
the heads of the inlets at which landings might be effected were covered
by fire from casemstes set well back from the shore. In the neighborhood
of the port, where the cliffs dropped verticzlly into the sea, emplacements

had been fixed in the face of the rock and connected with galleries leading
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into the interior of the island, After the capture of Lampedusa, it was
£ - learned that all these defense positions were linked by an elaborate
- system of communications controlled from a command post deep mfxd.el:‘gmund.'1:2
- . On the basis of intelligence reports, it was estimated that the enemy
) had at least 3,300 military personnel stationed on the island. Although
nothing was known about the morale of these troops, it was to be expected
that they would offer some opposition--especially in the initial stages

of the atta.ck.lj

The bombardment of Lampedusa, begun by the B-26's of the Northwest

African Strategic Air Force, was carried on throughout the afternoon of
N 11 June by alreraft of the Northwest African Tactical Air Force. The
’ brunt of the atiack was borme by B~-25's, A-20's, and A-36's, which were
used extensively and to good advantage in this operation.u’ The principal
targets consisted of town and harbor installations and gun positions in
the surrounding area. In some cases, the antiaireraft fire with which
the enemy countered these attacks was fairly accurate, and, as a result,
s few planes were damaged by flak.15 In the course of the night RAF
Wellingtons continued the offensive, causing heavy damage in the target
area and starting fires that were visible for 40 miles.l6 This raid,
coming shortly before midnight, was made in conjunction with the first

of a series of bombardments by the four cruisers and six destroyers that

[

had been diveried from Pantelleria. Despite the strength of the agsault,

0‘, g,'i,' TR
*

there was no apparent reaction on the part of the enemy. Two hours later,

the Penelope and the Newfoundland fired 10 rounds per gun, again without

calling forth any attempt at ret aliation. Further bombardment by all
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ships at 0630 hours the next morning provoked a feeble and sporadie
response from the shore batteries around the southesstern end of the
island, but these guns were soon silenced by direet fire. The naval
stuadren then stood off on aecount of bad weather, and did not engage
in the atteck again until late ai‘ternoon.l7

With resumption of the air offensive at 0900 hours on the 12th a
procession of Mitchells and Marauders, Bostons and Baltimores, Mustangs,
Lightnings, and Warhawks begen to sweep in relays across the .’t.:s.'i.am:l.:l'8
On the whole, 1little opposition was encountered. The antiaireraft
resistance experienced on the previous afterncon had almost disappeared,
and the few long-range enemy fighters that were seen by aireraft of the
NASAF promptly fled at the approach of the ‘rmmimzzrs.l9 By late afternoon,
it was estimated that 450 sorties had been flow, and that several
hundred tons of bombs had been dropped.zo This heavy bombardment had
resulted in damage to gun emplacements, the disabling of a radio station,
and the wrecking of approximately a third of the town. In the harbor
small crafi along with one larger boai had been struck, and columns of
smoke were visible on every hand.zl

Despite this destruction and the flying of four nickeling missions
over the airfield and town, no signs of surrender were sighted until ap-
proximately 1730 l'xt:aurs.22 At that time, pilots of the 27th Bombardment

Group rising from a bomb run in the target area observed a white cross

2
being painted on the airdrome, 3 It was not, however, until the island

"had been subjected to further bombardment from air and sea that a white

flag was seen flying at one 'of‘;bhemnprqnc?swtg E‘bl{xe}‘harbor. Upon receipt
it t Y
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of this news, future air missions were canceled, and the naval force
began Yo meke preparations for a landing.% According to popular account,
the islanders! willingness to surrender had already been conveyed to the
Allies by an RAF pilot on a sea-rescue sweep out of Malta, Finding his
supply of gasoline running low, he had landed, in one of the intervals
between bombings, on the Lampedusan airfield, where, to his surpriase, he
was greeted by members of the garrison waving white flags and wishing to
deliver the island to him. Caught almost immediately by the next raid,
he had been obliged to seek shelter, along with the Italians, However,
at the end of the attack he had succeeded in having his Walrus biplane
refueled, and straightway returned to his base with the maws.25
About 1900 hours, when a number of white flags had appeared on the
island, the naval commander sent an officer ashore to accept the surrender,
In three quarters of an hour negotiations had been cc:mp:l.et-e:i.z6 The 80
Coldstream Guards then landed, $o cope with the problems presented by
some 3,000 civilians and more than 4,000 prisoners of war.27 The situation
was one that could not be met satisfactorily by a landing party of small
size. In violation of the terms of surrendex, soldiers were blowing up
their equipment. The few Germans on the island were visiting the RDF
installations, in an effort to destroy their seeret apparatus. In the
confusion, civilians had seized the opportunity to loot military food
supplies, A request for reinforcements was made at once, but until their
arrival, guards from the occupational force were detailed to food, fuel,

and ammunition stores, which were pointed out to them by the Ita.lim:ul.z8

In the meantime, the formal capitulation of the island took place on the
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morning of 13 June when, with due ceremony, the Unicn Jack was raised
L~ over the residence of the military governor of 1’..a.mpef:lusa..:29 With the
-, coming of reinforcements at midday on 1i June, order was restored, The
7 Italians then proved most cooperative, Public utilities were soon in
operation and, within a few days, the airfield had been put into such
condition that it could be used with c:a.re.30
Meanwhile, in compliance with orders received from Admiral Cunningham,

the Commander=in-Chief, Mediterranean, the Newfoundland, in company with

the destroyers Nubian and Troubridge, sailed for Linosa, 28 miles to the
northeast.Bl Soon after daylight on the moraing of the 13th, this tiny
island of approximately four square miles was captured without any effort.
,’,. Heving learned of the fate of Pantelleria and Iampedusa, the local
comvander had decided to offer no resistance, Upon approaching the island,
, the three ships therefore found a white flag fleating from the signsl tower,
A small force was thereupon dispatched from the Nubian to take off the
garrison of 140 soldiers and sailors and to destroy military stores and
equipment,

While these orders were being carried out, the Newfoundland and the
Iroubridge proceeded to Lampione, a tiny lighthouse island eight miles
northwest of Lampedusa, At the time of their arrivael the weather was not
suitable for landing, so that it was not until the next day (14 June)
that & naval party from the Troubridge could be set ashore. Thelr surmise
- that the island was uninhabited proved to be correct. Unwilling to wait

for the opportunity to surrender, the lighthouse-keeper had already

. departed.32 With the taking of Lampione, the last of the Pelagian Tslands

had fallen to the Allies, The wag»{pxrth% g vgﬁ%&cm was now
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Chapter IV

AN APPRATSAL

The capture of Pantelleria and Lempedusa marked the completion of
the first of what ¥r. Churchill, in an address to Parliament a few days
before, had alluded to as “amphibious operations of a peculiar complexity
and ha.za.rd."l The neutralization of these Italian outposts, coupled with
the victory in Tunisia, now enabled the Allies to place a camplete air
umbrella over the Sicilian narrows. Although full command of the channel
could be gained only with the occupation of Sicily, the position of the
Allies in the Mediterranean had been strengthened by their increased
control over this stretch of water, For many months the sending of
supplies from the United Kingdom to Malta had proved & major neval opera-
tion, in which substantial losses had to be reckoned.2 On 29 May, however,
an official report carried news of the safe passage of two eastbound
convoys bthrough the Sicillan channel, and three weeks later it was an-
nounced officislly that a westbound convoy had safely traversed the
Mediterranean.s Although the menace from Axis aircraft was not entirely
removed, there was sirong probability that enemy air forces would soon
be concerned almost exclusively with the problem of defense, as Sicily,
Sardinia, and the Italian mainland felt the weightof the Allled attack.
The greater security of the Mediterranean route now brought Alexandria
within a little more than 3,000 miles of England, In comparison with
the 12,000-mile trip around the Cape of Good Hope, which the Allies had
been cbliged to make after the entry of Italy into the war in June 1940,

this represented an inmense saving ‘bgj,hq%n\ rj‘.'mp and in shipping tonnage.
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The surrender of the Itallian-held islands had furnished a spectacular
« - illustration of the intense and violent force that the Allies could bring
to bear upon the enemy. In large measure, that force had been provided
by air power, The Royal Navy, to be sure, had made a valuable contribu~
tion in isolating the islands and in silencing individual batteries and
strong-points, but it was the saturation bombing by the Northwest African
Air Forces which had wrought general havoc among the defenses and broken
the enemy's will to oppose an inve.sion.l" The reduction of the islands
furnished the first proof of the power of such bombardment to induce
surrender, The only comparable instance was the capture of Crete by the
Germans, The twe engagements differed, however, in that the fall of
Crete had resulted from success in coordinating aerial bombardment with

the operations of troops that had been landed by parachute, glider, and

" LAY |
+ .

transport plane. In the case of Pantelleria and Lampedusa the situation
was reversed, The actual task of conquest had been accomplished largely
by alr units having the tacticel reole of long-range artiliery, so that it
was not until resistance had been crushed that assault troops had moved
forward to occupy the islands, By that time, the enemy had already
indicated his willingness to surrenders

, Owing to the uniqueness of this achievement, there waz a popular

i ) tendency to regard the capitulation of Pantelleria and Lampedusa as a

{ landmark in the history of aerial warfare. In fact, the feat was hailed
by some enthusiasts as proof that no foree could stand up under the
prelonged and concentrated bombardment of properly selected targets—ea

thesis that had been, and still was, considered extremely controversia.l.5
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On the basis of the CORKSCREW operation, such a conteniion was not neces~
sarily conclusive., If it was the enemy®s intention to hold Pantelleria,
he had, until a‘ilate day, grossly underestimated the strength of the air
and sea bombardment that could be directed against ihe island.6 Had he
possessed greater foresight and constructed his defenses accordingly,
the taking of the isiand might have been a formidable task, As it was,
reliance was placed upon batieries and pillboxes that were poorly protected
and without camouflage. There were no shelters for crews or ammuniticn
adjacent to the guns. Wire was used sparingly and to little advantage on
the beaches; no dummies, land mines, booby traps, or underwater obstacles
were employed; and all intercommunication lines were lald above ground,
so that, when these became unserviceable, sectional staffs remained in
touch with the island cormander by radio (R/T) only.7

Even under the circumstances it was thought that, in the face of a
resolute defense, the reduction of Pantelleria might have been accomplished
only with difficulty. Tne negligible casualties which the enemy had
suffered--150 to 200 killed and 200 wounded--seemed to indicate & reluctance
on his part to run undune risks.s In fact, these figures were interpreted
to mean that the battery crews had failed to remain at their posts, and
that the civilian population had taken to cover or had fled to relatively
safe territory in the central and scuthern portions of the island=--a
supposition later substantiated by the interrogation of prisoners of war.
In the opinion of a small group of captured Luftwaffe technicians, a
company of German soldiers would have made a better showing than had the

insular garrigon of more than 11,000 men. It was their conviction that,

v
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if the military personnel had conslsted entirely of Germans, the island
would not have been captured, for, against antiaireraft manned by German
gunners, they were sure that the operations of Alllied bembers would have
been less successful.lo

Politically & part of the Trapani Province of Siecily, Pantelleria
belonged to metropolitan Italy and was more genuinely Italian scil than
any section of Libya. As a consequence, its fall after so brief a
campaign provoked a good deal of comment, Malta, by contrast, had not
only survived three years of bombardment but had defended itself to such
purpose that its squadrens were able to participate in ihe current Allied
offensive. Whether men of tougher fiber would have found it possible %o
offer more effective resistance was a debatable question. In all fairness,
there was something to be said on behalf of {he Ttalians., Even in its
darkest days Malte had possessed air protection, which Pantelleria had not
had, Moreover, enemy assaults upon Malta were sporadic and marked by
relatively inaccurate bombing, while the Allied attack upon Pantelleria
was heavy and continuous, with hits on military targets made with mathe-
matical precision.ll In Professor Zuckerman's estimation, the people of
few areas had heen obliged to endure bombing of such intensity as that
to which the batieries were subjected in the course of the campaign--an
average of 1,000 tons per square mile.lz More effective than the sheer
weight of bombs dropped were the continuity and increasing scale of
attack, according to statements made by prisoners of war. Many of the
captured Germans therefore doubted whether even determined men could

have manned light defenses -and-prevented tj%? assault forces from coming
4 et 4 AR
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ashore, or have made the landing a more expensive operation for the
#11ies,’? The withdrawal of all but 78 of the 600 men whom the Germans
had had stationed on the island at the close of the Tunisian campaign
indicated that they already had discounted the loss of the island.m

A survey of Pantelleria after its surrender confirmed the reports
that great destruction had resulted from the bomhing.ls The harbor
docks at Porto di Pantelleria were severely damaged and the town was
a phambles; the communication system had been disrupted; the roads were
obstructed by debris and, at some points, almost obliterated, The
electric power plant had been destroyed, and its distributing lines to
importent instellations, such as pumps, were broken in many places, So,
too, were the water mains. As a consequence, the two principal wells
of the town had been rendered useless in the early days of the ofiensive.16
bLespite the elaim that lack of water had occasioned the surrender, it
developed that there was on the island a suifieient supply--albeil of
rather poor quality--to meet the requirements both of military personnel
and civilian population, provided means of transportation eould have been
found. A similar situation existed in regard to food, for the principal
stores had been lost in the general destruction of Porto di Pantelleria.
The island, however, would not have been without provisions if facilities
for its distribution had been ava:i.lable-17

At the Marpana airdrome, the airfield was badly cratered by bombs,
Except for one Me-109 and one Re~2001, all of the 80-odd enemy aircraft
abandoned on the island were either destroyed or damaged. Almost 90 per

cent of these planes were Italian, aiLb, fighfers -in. preponderance. Of
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the total number, however, only a few were found in the hangar, while

the remainder were scattered along the perimeter' of the landing ground.

The majority of these were bhurned, for in moat cases they had been damaged

or destroyed in the initial stages of the bombing, Some of the aireraft

were in process of being crated--an indiesbion that they were intended for

salvage.18 From the evidence available, it was concluded that all serviceable

aircraft had be;sn evacuated earlier. Most of these planes probably had

belonged to the Regia Aeronautics, for it appeared from statements of

prisoners of war that no Luftwaffe scquadrons had been based on Pant.elleri.a.lg
On the other hand, the so=called underground hangar, which proved to

be a structure of steel and concrete built into a rocky hillside and pro-

tected by a thick blanket of lava and earth, had withstood a number of

direct hits.20 The damage to the interior was s&light, and consequently

its power plant and electric cranes were left in good condition. Its

workshops, which had been adequate to provide satisfactory maintenance

for German and Italian planes, were still intact; the large expanse of

floor space available would have made it possible to house a number of

aireraft under its roof, A fair amount of aircraft accessories and supplies

as well as about 60 airplane engines were also on hand, Surprisingly

enough, these had not been stored in the hangar but in the open, under

some sort of shelter that had been struck in the course of the bembings,

along with the airfield, barracks, and other buildings on the island.

The enemy had not suffered from a scarcity of bombs or ammunition, for

large quantities of both were found in some of the galleries that had been

tunneled into the hill opposite the main hangar., Many of the larger bombs

bore the date 1941 and were marked with legends i‘acetioasly-fd@diqatiggﬁ
Joner i #n

them to the destruction of prominent Allied leaders.zl
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Despite the weight of the bombardment to which Pantelleria had been
- subjected, comperatively few of the coastal defense and antiaireraft
batteries were damaged sufficiently to prevent their being fired by
determined crews, according to the report of British observers who visited
the various gun positions soon after the capture of the island.22 Owing
0 the fact that clouds of dust and smoke often obscured the targets for
15 or 20 minutes and made aiming difficult, the accuracy of the heavy and
medivm bombers had been less than that estimated on the basis of their
previous performance ageinst other stationary targets. Against a figure
of 10 per cent assumed for purposes of the operation, scarcely more than
3.3 per cent of the bombs dropped by B-17's fell within a l0O-yard radius
. of the battery, on an average., The corresponding figure for the medium
bombers was approxirately O.4 per cent, and that for the light and
fighter-bombers about 2.6 per cent. As a resuli of this lower accuracy,
the bombing destroyed only about half the number of guns expected. Since
the island was found to consist of old lava and volcanic ash rather than
of the rocklike lava expected, the use of bombs with delayed-action fuzes
resuited, in this comparatively soft surface, in the formation of craters
but in relatively little horizental splintering. Conseguently, the ratio
of indirect to direet damage proved to be four to one instead of two to
one as had been expected. Gun platforms were upheaved, electrical
conneciions severed, and many guns that could have been calied serviceable
were so covered with debris that one or two hours would have been needed
for clearance. Because of the disrupted character of the terrain, the

msintenance of an ammunition supply would have been a difficult matter,

as merely walking from gun’“t’q",*ggnv;eggb;gda iderable efforh.23
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Although the material damage to the guns was slight, it was thought
that the bombing attacks had produced a profound effect psychologically.
No battery was provided with adeauate shelter for dstachments or ammuni-
tion--a state of affairs that led the crews to abandon their positions
and to seek cover at various distances. In fact, none of the batteries
which had sustained heavy bombing opened fire on shipping during the
landing, On only one of the beaches was there even desultory small-arms
fire as the boats came in. A more resolute enemy might have found time,
in the interval between the end of the heavy bombing at 1145 hours and
the landing at noon, to have manned machine-gun and light~antiairerafi
posts, possibly with serious results to the boats. Had it not been for
the point-blank fire of the gunboats, destroyers, and supporting craft,
which kept the defenders almost wholly underground during this period,
it is not unlikely that even the Italians might have offered resistance.
However, the intact condition of the hangar and bomb stores was evidence
that the garrison was badly shaken by the ordeal of the previous few weeks,
With the obvious intent of blowing up all facilities, 1,000-1lb, bombs had
been placed at strategic points--one, for instance s in the middle of the
generating plant, others in the passageways and galleries, Wellwdistributed
charges could also have detonated the hundreds of tons of high explosives

in the bomb=store tunnels, For some reason, this work failed to be carried

out .%

The demoralizing effects of the bombing both on military and eivilian
population gave rise to a fairly widespread view thet the capitulation of
Pantelleria was cdue almost entirely to the collapse of a poor-gpirited

parrison, and very little t# the destrugtion ef {i;‘ixe;l defenses, In
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determining the extent of damage inflicted upon the gun positions by
the bombing, no definite values were attached to the destruction of
control posts, and communications, and to the demolition of scientific
equipment and ammunition stores. It was expected, however, that such
damage mlght prove critical-wand apparently it did, Moreover, no
definite allowance was made for guns becoming inoperative turough use
or the need for repairs. These additional factors provided sufficient
reason for the silencing of the batteries, in spite of the small number
of guns that were damaged directly, Under the ¢ircumstances, it is
doubtful whether even a spirited garrison could have offered seriocus
opposition to the assault, Had the defenders remained at their posts,
it was estimated from the potential casualty risk of all but a few
lightly attacked batteries that at least 50 per cent of the men would
have been killed or seriously wounded in the course of the bombardment.zs
From the experimental character of the Pantellerian offensive, it
was to be expected that many lessons would be learned in the course of
the operation. Some of these pertained to the development of a better
gystem of communications,z6 the avoidance of premature crossings of the
bomb line by invading troops,27 more comprehensive briefing,28 ¢oordina-
tion of intelligence in the three ams of the combined force,29 and the
importance of aerial photography in such an Operation.BO One of the
interesting features brought ocut in connection with the assessment of
bomb damage was the rapidity with which photographic readings, made under

operaticnal conditions, could be compared, upon landing, with visual

inspection on the ground—wa check_that provided ev1dencc of any differences

7

between interpretation and fact J-S'ﬂ
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Inasmuch as the purpose of the attack upon Panteileria Jay in
rendering the island militarily helpless for a given period, the chief
legson to be derived from the operation had to do with bombing data,

From the experience gained, 1t was evident that, even with the huge
cuantity of bombs dropped against gun emplacements, only a few direct

hits were obtained. There were, however, many near misses, which resulted
in different degrees of damage. Those within 5 %o 10 yards of the target
were usually effective in neutralizing the gun positions, but those beyond
that distance apparently had little effect upon the guns themselves, Of
the 112 or more gun sites examined after the occupation of the island,

53 appeared o have been neutralized by air bombardment. Of the total
nomber, only 2 had suffered from direct hits; 17 had been lifted from
their foundations by near misses; and 34 had been damaged by debris and
splintera.Sl

In attacks upon the sirdrome, the 20-~lb. fragmentation bomb was
especially effective in damaging airceraft on the landing field and in anti-
personnel atitacks against gun crews. Since neutralization of the airdrome
was effected by 24 May, the density of bombs directed against this target
has little significance. 1In the case of the UsS. 1,000-1b. and 500=1b,
general-purpose bombs, which were used in almost equal quantities, it
proved impossible to differentiate between the effects of the two, owing
to the continuity of craters and high bomb density. There was, however,
evidence that, for the attacks on batteries, the effective radius of the
1,000~1lbe bomb was only about one and a half times that of the 500=1b,

bomb. In view of the difficulty in mak:i}ng d%?ei"t hits on such small
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. significant was the fact that, with the short train normally used, the

Cn the basis of the Pantellerian experiment, it appeared that, in
attacks on fixed defenses, bombs fuzed with a delay of ,025 seconds gave
better results than bombs fuzed instantaneously. Although this fuzing
restricted splintering, it produced craters and thus provided a better

chance for damage from debris-.a consideration especially important in

against buildings such as control posts and workshops, which were shown
to be targets well worth attacking,
the two types was well illustrated by the attacks upon Battery No, 1,

which guarded the entrance to the harbor of Porto di Pantelleria on the

easy,

coagt,

bomba

burst

made craters, On the other hand, almost all those that burst in the
. . vicinity of Battery No, 4A exploded on the surface of the hard rock,

In the case of Nos 1, practicall:r all the damage was caused by debris;

AAFHS-52

targets as gun positions, there seemed t &M{ue an advantage in using the
500=-1b, size, since the probability of hits and near misses was dscidedly

inereased by reason of the larger number of bombs employed, Foually

number of probable hits increased directly with the total length of the

train.

the case of medern guns, which have many more delicate electrical
instruments exposed than did mest of the guns on Pantelleria, It also

permitted the operation of ground shock and proved to be good fuzing

directed at No. 4A as at No. 1 (432 tons as opposed to 189.5, and 949
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32

33 The difference in the effects of

and Battery No, 4&, which was located below the port, on the west

More than twice the number and total tonnage of bombs was

as opposed to 414). The majority, if not all, of the bombs that

in the area of Battery No. 1 penetrated before exploding, and so
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in that of No. 44, all damage was due to splinters. In Battery Ne., 1,
one gun was made completely useless, and four others were so heavily
damaged that 83,25 x 10 man-hours were considered necessary for repairs,
In Battery No. LA, the damage amounted to one gun rendered completely
useless and an estimated time of 120,7 x 10 man~hours required for
repairs, A comparison of these sets of figures shows that almost as
much damage was done in No. 1 as in No. 4A, with less than half the
weight of bombs, In the former instance the fuzing was 025 delayed;
in the latter, :i.nes’:,:a.mfc.a\.mzcms.3‘h
From these results, it followed that a careful study of the character
of the terrain and soil in the target areas, and of the moat effective
type of bomb to be used, must be made for each bombing taske In the
gbsence of wind, which would blow away smoke and dust occasioned by a
bombing attack, especially in territory of volcanic origin, continuous
heavy-fire precision bombing was not considered practical. Under such
weatner conditions, a considerable interval must elapse between sorties,
in order to pemit accurate observation.35
Of the efflicacy of fighter-bomber attacks against gun positions,
there was little evidence in the Pantellerian operation. Because of the
inability of ground forces to cope with effortis of this kind, these planes
were able to make low-altitude runs over the target and to bomb with an
accura.cy‘which compared favorably with that of medium and heavy boobers,

From the reports received, there appeared to be slight support for the

contention that strafing had more than a temporary value in intimidsting

gun crews while the attack wa wogresa. As a consequence,
f f f\
ST i

W
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it was recommended that alternate forms of precision attack be employed
[ in such instances. Under conditions of air superiority, the use of
B-25's with 75-mm. guns or rocket-equipped aircraft were suggested as a
possibility.36
As a test of the virtue of air power, the Pantellerlan offensive
had proved a gratifying experiment--and one that had made a deep impression
in neutral countries like Turkey—-for it represented the first Allied move
37

toward the invasion of the Continent, Yet, because of the comparatively
easy success of the operation, it furnished inadeguate criterion for
egtimating the ocutcome of future efforts of this kind, The capture of
other Mediterranean islands that served as steppingstones to Eurcpe

‘. obviously presented greater difficulties from the standpoint of size and

the character of their terrain. Their garrisons were more strongly

staffed, and the targets which they offered for air bopbardment were more

widely scattered,

The reduction of Pantelleria, however, had been carried out in
accordance with a well-developed plan that gave indication of the trend
of Allied strategy. This was a fact of considerable importance, in that
the pattern set here was probably one that would be followed in other

island operations, and perhaps in the invasion of the Continent itself,

There would be an intensive period of air attack, constantly increasing

i in tempo and supplemented by naval borbardment, before any surface opera-
T tions would be launched. Such a scheme provides for the economical use
of combat men but requires time. It also is extremely costly in supplies
. such as gasoline, bombs, air crews, planes, and the vast organization

needed {0 keep {hem in operstion. In the case of Pantelleria and La.mpeduu,

A

L
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it was believed that the insignificant losses incurred in the taking of
e the islands more than justified these expenditures. e
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Aa

A/C
AFABI
AF4EP
AFHQ
AGYAR
C-in~C
F/1t
GAF
GCI/COL
GO

HQ

IAF

L ». A - A‘ Re g 3
10T

LGY
LINKEP
LSE

lAC

LIAS

K3

KT

RASF
HACAF
NAPR/
NASAF
NATAP
OuNeLe
CPSUeS
1T

AaF

«DP

ﬁ 'E’
HeEelloEs
E/T
24
SALIF
SAF
5/8
SITREP
TAF
TEF
/8
USAAF
USKR
W/T

GLOSSARY

Antiaircraft

Aireraft

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelligence
Assistant Chief of Adr Staff, llans
A1l1ied Forece Headquarters

Adjutant General, ilar Department
Commander-in-Chief

Flight Lieutenant

German Air force

Ground conbtrol interception/chein overseas low
Genersl Order

Headguarters

Ttalian Air rorce

Light Anti=-Aircraft Regiment (British)
Landing craft, infantry

Landing craft, tank

General report of operations (weekly)
Landing ship, tank

Vediterranean Air Comumand

Hotoseafi Anti~Sommergibili (German and Italien craft
correspending to United States NIE)
Iotor torpedo boab

editervanean Theater of Operations
Horthwest Afriecan ZLir rorces
Northwest Afriean Coastal Alr Force
liorthwest African Fhotographic Heconnaissance .ing
Northwest African Stratezic Air Force
Northwest Afriesn i.culewl Jir Force
Office of Naval Tab:liisvucc
Cperational summaries

Patrol torpedo boab

Royal Air force

Radio direction finder

Hoyal rngineers

Royal Engineers, liddle last

radio telephone or radio telephony
South African

South African Air rorce

Stratezic Alr -~orce

Single engine

Situation Report (daily)

Tactical Air Force

Tactical Bouber Force

Twin englne
U, oo Army &y forc.s L )
U, 5, Navel neserve R SRS S it VAR
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NOTES
Chapter 1
1., PFor an account of the Casablanca Conference, see Gen, Dwight D.

2e

3.

Le

5.
6.

Eisenhower's Feport on the Sicilian Operations, in Combat Analysis
files, AGQ.

Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Report on the Pantellerian Operations,
dated June 1943, [Heresafter cited as Eisenhower Report.] See also
Capt. Harry C. Butcher, U.S.N.R., My Three Years with Eisenhower
(New York, Simon and Schuster, l?h%, Pe 302, [Hereafier cited as
Butcher Diarye)

Pantelleria lies on the submarine ridge ‘that runs from Tunis to
Sieily, dividing the Mediterranean into an eastern and a wesiern
basin, Owing to the number of banks on the ridge, the floor of

the sea is very irregular., Pantelleria and Linosa, both of volcanie
origin, are said to rise out of the channel, while the neighboring
limestone islands of Lampedusa and Malta lie on the edges of the
shallow platforms bordering the east coast of Tunisia and the southern
shore of Sicily. (See "Fantelleria Island Landing Beaches,” prepared
by the Beach Erosion Board, Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, April 1943,
Preliminary Report, Strategic Engineering Study No, 66 ; and Harry
3. Washington, "The Voleanoes and Rocks of Pantelleria," Journal of
Geology, XXI, 1913, pp. 653«5k.,)

The German Freya RDF is a long-range instrument capable of plotiing
aircraft within a range of 150 to 160 miles, provided that the planes
are flying sufficiently high., A Freya located at 200 feet, with a
clear view to the sea can detect an airplane flying above 20,000 feet,
at a range of 160 miles, It can "see" & plane fiying at 10,000 feet
at a range of 120 miles, while one filying at 2,000 feet can be seen

at a maximum range of only 55 miles. Although the Freya can make
aceurate measurements of range and can determine direction fairly well,
it is not capable of measuring the altitude of its targets. (Air
Intelligence Weekly Summary, No. 4L, 21=27 Aug. 1943, ppe 29=30,)

Eisenhower Report.

The MAS (Motoscafi Anti=-Sommergibili) is an Italian version of the

"E" boat, although somewhat ameller, in that its length varies from

60 to 85 feet, A top speed of 12 knots makes it a faster craft than
the M"E" boat, It is armed with two torpedoes and a Breda or comparable
gun, The storage of its fuel in tanks below deck abaft the bridge
gives it the same Achilles heel as has the "E" boat. (RAF Mediterranean
Review, No. 6 [Jan.-March 19441, pp. 57, 59)

L RIS

—
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M*‘
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AAFHS-52, Notes, Chap.

T+ Ibid.
- 8. Ibid.

9+ The phenomenon of "marrobbic'--a sudden periodic rising and falling
e of sea level over a range of as much as three feet, within one-half
to two hours—familiar to the Sicilian coast is said to be noted
around Pantelleria also, In landing operations, tides in the Medi-
terranean may be considered as negligible, (Strat.egic Engineering
Study No. 66.)

10,  Journal of Geolegy, XXI, pe 654; "Terrain Intelligence, Pantelleria
Island," prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey, Feb. 1943 (Special
Report, Strategic Engineering Study No. 56); Strategic Engineering
Study No. 66.

1ll. Ibid.

12, London Times, 12 June 1943; New York [limes, 13 June 1943, Editorial
Sece

13. For & deseription of the sow-called underground hanger, see n..20,
. 24100, See also Strategic Engineering Study No, 56, p. 6; Eisenhower
> Reporta

1he TIbide; New York Times, 6 June 1943, p. 6.

15 Eisenhower Report.

16, Ibid,

17. Butcher Diary, p. 308,
18, Eisenhower Report,

19. TIbid.

20, Ibid,

21, Ibid.; Northwest African Tactical Air Force, "Participation in the
Capture of Pantelleria and Lampedusa," p. 95,

22, Eisenhower Report,
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Chapter II

CU-IN~5757 (5-9~43), Algiers to AGWAR, 9 May 433 CM-IN-5895 (5-9~43),
Spaatz to Arnold, thru Algiers to AGWAR, 9 May 433 CM~IN«6087 (5-10-43),
Nigiers to AGWAR, 9 May 43; CM-IN-684L (5-1l-43), Algiers to AGWAR,

10 May 43; CM-IN=5856 (5-ll=43), Algiers to AGWAR (SITREP #199),

11 May 43, For a daily account of the missions, see Twelfth Air Force,
Intelligence Summaries, 10 ¥ovember 1942-15 June 143, and the incoming
cables for the periocd, See also "Prelude to Invasion," HAF Middle
Fist Review, No. 3 (Apriledune 1943), ppe Lles2.

CU~INw12Ll (Sw2=43), Algiers to AGWAR, 2 May 43.

Early in the morning of 13 May, a2 cruiser with destroyer escort
bombarded the harbor of Pantelleria while seven torpedoc boats (TBS)
established inshore patrols to intercept enemy vessels which might

put out to engage Allied forces. (CM-IN-12556 [ 5-20-43], Eisenhower
to AGWAR, 18 May 43.) For the maintenance of a blockade of the Cap
Bon Peninsula and other attacks on Pantelleria harbor, see CM-IN-103541
(5-16-43), Algiers to AGWAR, #1546, 15 May 43,

RAF Middle ¥agt Review, No. 3, ppe Ll-42.

Eisenhower Report.

At this time the NASAF and the NATAF are reported to have had 1,017
aircraft between them. This number includeds:

Strategic Tactical Total

B-17 122 - 122
B-25 84 18 102
B=26 b4 - al
Wellington 2l - 2L
A=20 - 54 54
P38 197 - 197
P00 45 78 123
P~38 (Coastal) 77 - 77
Spitfire - 254 250
TOTAL 613 404 1,017

(See source in n.2,)
HAF Middle Tast Review, No. 3, p. 41.

SN RN R N
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The enemy air strengbh within range of Pantelleria was distributed
as follows:

280 S/E fighters) on sicily and Sardinia
60 T/E fighters

130 Ju-88ts ™
TG Light bombers

200 S/E fighters (Ital.)

110 Medium bombers (Ital.)

on Sicily and the
"toe" of Italy

30 S/E fighters (Ital.) g Pantellerie.
5, Bombers (Ital,) on TEnhese

(See "Pantelleria, 30 May through 11 June 1943," pars. 6~7, prepared
by NAAF Operations Analysis Sec,, in History of the Twelfth Air Force,
III, Annex 3.}

"Twelfth Air Force in the Sicilian Campaign," Pt. II, Pantellerian
Operaticns, par. 16; see also Operational Chart, this study.

The American units of the NASAT were organized as follows:
2d Bowb Group

97th Bomb Group / B-17's

99th Bomb Group

301lst Bomb Group
lst Fighter Group

14th Fighter Group

5th Wing

P-38ts

47th Wing 310th Bomb Group

25s
321st Bomb Group 3 B-25

82d Fighter Group

g B~26's

325th Fighter Group FP-40's

P38ty
2686 Wing (Prov,) 17¢h Bomb Group
3194h Bomb Group
3204h Bomb Group

(Ibid.)
Tne 2686th Medium Bombardment Wing (Prove.) was activated on 6 June
1943, at Sedrata, Algeria (pursuant to Ha. NASAF, GO 12, 6 June 1943,
Sec, I). On 1 September 1943, all American units ass:.g;ed to the
Northwest African Strategic Air Force reverted to the control of the
XIT Bomber Command. (Hg. NAAF, GO 166, 26 August 1943.) As a
conserience, the unii was disbanded at Ariana, Tunisia, on 3 September
1943, (Hg. XIT Bomber Comd., GO 6, 3 Sep. 1943, See History, L24
Bombardment Wing (Medium),. June 19!;,3-November 1944, App. A.) The
42d Bombardment Wing (Medium) actually was the sucor +o the 2086t.h
Winga
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12. "Twelfth Air Force in the Sicilian Campaign," Pt. II, par. 16;
. NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria." For informa-
r - tion concerning No, 242 Group (RAF), see Mare Nostrum, No, 52,
- 14 Sep. 1944, p. 5. This issue gives an account of the operations
of the Mediterranean Allied Coastal Air Force from March 1943 to
September 1944.

13, After the close of the Tunisian campalgn the 57th and 79th Fighter
Groups rested in the vicinity of Kairouan from 24 May to 2 June.
Then the pilots, aircraft, and some chosen ground personnel moved
to El Haouaria. Their participation in the Pantellerian campaign
began on L4 June. Although attached to the XIT Air Support Command
for operational purposes, their official transfer from the Ninth
Lir Force to that organization did not take place until 22 August
1943, (Hg. NAAF, GO 164, 21 Aug. 1943. See Outline History, 79th
Fighter Group, 1 Jan.~3l Dec, 1943; see also Administrative History,
Ninth Air Force.)

14, The 99th Squadron was a Negro fighter unit that had reached the
theater in April 1943. After being stationed at Cued N'ja, French
Moroceo, an advance echelon moved, at the end of May, to the squadrors
new landing field at Fardjouna, in the vicinity of Hergla, Tunisia,
Here they were joined by the ground echelon in June. In the Pantellerian
eperation, members of the 99th received their first real combat experi-
ence, For initial missions, the sguadron was attached to the 33d
Fighter Group, which functioned under the XII Air Support Command.
From 2 to 9 June, pilets of the $9th Squadron flew an average of two
missions a day. Sometimes they bombed gun positions on Pantelleriag
at other times they served as escorts for A-20's and B-25's, Their
first encounter with enemy aircraft came on the morning of 9 June,
while escorting 12 A-20's over Pantelleria. From the airfield below,
4 Me-109's were seen to take off, prior to the bomb run., Immediately
thereafter, they attacked the bombers from an altitude of 3,000 feet,
While Bostons were accompanied home by F=,0's from another unit,
four aireraft of the 99th turned upon the enemy, with the resuli
that the Me-1l09's promptly fled, Despite participation in a series
of engagements, the sguadron was fortunate to come through the
Pantellerian campaign without mishap., (See History of the 99th
Fighter Squadron, May-Cet, 1943,) By 14 June, the souadron was
reported to have accomplished, to date, 10 fighter-bomber, 2 fighter-
cover, 6 escort, and 2 fighter-sweep missions, totaling 136 sorties,
From this limited experience, it was concluded that its training
was progressing satisfactorily, (QM-IN-2751 (6-1k=43), Spaatz to
Arnold, thru Algiers to AGWAR, #JMO 655, 14 June 43,)

15, The advance echelon of the 27th Bombardment Group (L) was moved to
Korba South, Tunisia, on 2 June 1943. (Outline History, 27th Bomb
Gp. (L), 1 June=31 Dec. 1943.) On 6 June, its léth, 17th, and
9lst Souadrons began to fly in the Pantellerian campaign. In order
that the pllots of this organization should not be entirely dependent
upon maps and photographs for thelr kmowledge of the operational area,
these first three missions of the group (one for each squadron)
were designed to give them an opportunity to seethe-

= 3
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15, ({Contd) part in the Pantelleria-Lampedusa operation is shown in the
following table:

T o, Squadrons Sorties  Bombs Flanes Flanes Frob.  Planes
. bropped Destroyed Destroyed Damaged
&3 N
- 16th Bomb 126 240 0 0 0
- 17th 108 172 o 0 1
9lst 134 159 1 0 0
TOTAL 396 653 1 0 1

Losases of the 27th Bombardment Group for the period 6-12 June were
one plane and one crew in the Pantellerian campaipgn and the same
number in the attack upon Lampedusa. (See 27th Bomb Gp.(L)},

‘-. #Pantelleria and Lampedusa Campalgns, 6-12 June 1943.1)

~ The 1-36 was a Tighter-bomber converted from the P-51 {lustang) by

- the addition of bomb racks and dive brakes. These modifiecations made
it possible for this type of airplane to deliver its bomb load with

F - extreme accuracy. Its speed and maneuverability also made it

sabisfactory for glide bombing. Hmployed in this way, the degree

of accuracy obtained was much less than that got by using the dive
brakss to secure vertical dives on the tarzet. Because of its
excellent range, the A=~36 could be used to good advantage against
strategic pin-point targets. uithin a reasonable range, it therefore
could complement most effectively the work of the strategic bomber.
(For a discussion of the 1-36 as a combat plane, see Hg. NAAF, 4-3
Secs, Opns. Bulletin, No. 3, 1-30 June 1943, "The Air Effort Against
Pantelleria,"pp,1&~23.)

16, On 14 ay, the XII Air Support Command Headguarters was stationed at
Le Sers, Tunisia, and all units of the commsnd were located in thal
area, Three days laber the command moved to Korba, and by 20 kay

- unit squadrons had joined it there, ready to begin the atback against
» * Pantelleria, The order of battle was as follows:
. Organizaticn No, of Sqs. Type of A/C Loeation
- - 315t Fighier Group 3 Spitfire Korba Forth
i 33d Fighter Group 3 FelhO Nenzel Temine
57th Fighter Group 3 P=LO El Haouaria
79th Fighter Group 3 F=40 El Heouaria
‘ 99th Fighter Sguadron 1 F-40 Fardjouna [Fortuna]
27th Bombardment ) _
Group (L) 3O ey Korba South
L T I B R

[ ’ii_J [
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16, (Contd)
Organization No. of Sus. Iype of A/C  Location
To- #No. 241 Souadron
. (Brit.) 1 Hurribomber  Arians
™ II.C
© ¥225 Tact. Ren,
- Squadron {Brit.) 1 Spitfire Menzel Heurr
[Arianal

% Before the Sicilian operation, these two units seem to have been
attached to the Tactical Bomber Force.

(Thie 1ist is given in Hg. XIT Air Support Command, "Pantellerian
Campaign (14 May~12 June, 1943)," dated 7 Nov. 1943. See also
NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria and Lanpedusa M
App. A. Instances in which the NATAF report differs from that of
the XIT Air Support Command are noted in brackets.)

17, Units of the Tactical Bomber Force and their locations were reported
as follows:

‘. Organization No. of S59s. Type of A/C  Location
) L7th Bomb Group L A=20 Soliman (SW)
) i2th Bomb Group 2 (TBF) B-25 Hergla
» 12th Bomb Group 2 (ex. B-25 Hergla
Desert.)
340th Bomb Group L B-25 Hergla
No. 232 Wing 2 Baltimore Enfidaville
TTTwd
No, 326 Wing 2 DB-7 Grombalia
3 S.A. Wing i Baltimore IIT Soliman (N)
3 S.A. Wing 2 A=20C Soliman (N)
(NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Yantelleria and Lampedusa,,"
Appe A.)
18, NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria and Lampedusa,™
: pars 7o
P 19, Eisenhower Report; NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria
- and Lampedusa," Annex A,

R 20. The 33d Fighter Group, for example, was undoubtediy counted among
these, for it began its part in the Pantellerian campaign on 21 May.
("33d Fighter Group [in the] Pantelleria Campaign," History of the
. Twelfth Air Force, ITT, Annex 4,)

21, Hg. XII Air Support Comd,, "Paritellerian Campaign, 14 May-l2 June

194341 CUAT YL L Ry
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Eisenhower Heport. PDuring the second half of May, targets cther
than Pantelleria included Naples, Home, Leghorn, and Foggia in
Italy; Palermo, Messina, Marsala, Licata, and Trapani in Sicily:
La Maddalena, Cagliari, and Sassari in Sardinia. In addition, air-
dromes in all three of these general areas were heavily bombed,

In fact, from 15 to 2L May, the air attack appears to have been
directed chiefly at the Sardinian airfields, where most of the
enenmy bombers operating against Allied ports and shipping were
located. Puring the same periocd, the three Sieilian airfields of
Sciacca, Castelvetrano, and Milo (Trapani) were heavily bombed.
From 22 to 28 May, the main weight of the Allied air offensive fell
upon such Sicilian airfields as Comiso, Castelveirano, Biscari,
and Sciscca, for aerial reconnaissance had shown that the largest
bomber concentrations were now to be found there., The attacks
curtailed the enemy's night-bomber effort against Allied ports in
Algeria and Tunisia. Duriag the last of May, when many of the
German long-range bombers had been transferred from Sardinia and
Siecily to bases in southern Italy, Allied air attacks were shifted
to that area., Foggia airfield was one of the targets, because
aerial photographs had shown a concentration of Ju~88tg there,

In the vieinity of Naples, Capodichino, Pomigliano, and other air-
dromes also were struck. ERAF Middle East Review, No. 3, p. 46,.)}

A total of 1,267 tons of bombs were reported to have been used on
these targets during the two weeks of 15 to 30 May. Enemy losses
for the period were said to have been 135 fighters and 33 bombers.
Curs were given as 43 fighters and 9 bombers. ("Pantelleria, 30
May through 11 June 1943," prepared by NAAF Operstions Analysis
Sec., in History of the Twelfth Air Force, III, Annex 3.)

See n. 22,
0.N.I. heekly, II, No. 1%, 5 May 1943, p. 1263,

[Ma}. B,E. Clark] Wer Diary, Hq. XII Bomber Comd., 1 Jan.wl Oct,
1943,

Eq. NAAF, Operational and Intelligence Summaries, No., 87, for the
period ending at 1800 hrs., 18 May 1943; Hg. NAAF, A-3 Sec.,

Operations Bulletin, No, 3, 1-30 June 1943, "The Air Effcrt Against
Pantelleria," pp. 18-19,

ibid. TFor the 23d, see CM~IN-15655 (5-24-43), Spaatz to Arnold,
2L May 43; and CM=IN-1573k (5-25-L3), Algiers to WAR, 24 May 43,
For the 24th, see CM-IN=16636 (5=26~43), Algiers to WAR, 25 Way L3;
and CU-IN~16718 (5-26~43), Eisenhower to WAR, 26 May 43,

NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria and Lampedusa ,'t
par. 8, For references to ground fire encountered on missions, see
CU~IN=16355 (5~26-43), Eisenhower to AGWAR, 25 May 43. See also

Do s Ty Ty contd)
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29. (Contd) "33d Fighter Group in the Fantelleris Campaign," History
of the Twelfth Air Force, III, Annex 4. In the beginning of the

P Pantellerian campaign, pilcts of the 33d Fighter Group found the
. trip of 100 or more miles to the island and back additionally

n, hazardous because of the possibility of engine failure, Owing to
' previous heavy operations which had taken place in the sand and
N . dust of southern Tunisia, they found that engine performance had
. fallen decidedly. (Tbid.)

n 30. On 20 May, photographic reports showed five LOT's and two Siebel

ferries in the harbor, and Iive Ju-52's on tne airdrome, (Ibid.)

31, Siebel ferries are lighters used for transporting troops or supplies,
They can be identified readily because of their construction of twin
steel pontoons joined by a high bridge amidships andby platforms
level with the deck fore and aft. Their length varies from 75 to
€0 feet, and their width from 45 to 50 feet. Their speed is 8 to
12 knots., They are usvally equipped with multi-barreled and gingle-
barreled AA guns. Owing to their division into compartments, they
can absorb a good deal of battering by machine -guns or even cannon.

g IAF Mediterranean Review, No. 6, p. 57.)

9o 2. RAF Middle Bast Review, No. 3, pp. Al-h2.

: 33. Ha, XII Air Support Comd., "Pantellerian Campaign, etc.," Sec, VIIT.
- 34, For details of attacks on the port and the airfield of Pantelleria

during the second half of May, see incoming cables from Northwest
Lfrican Headovarters for the period.

35. The landing point, originally given as Plata Ficarra, was corrected
to read Punta della Ficarra or Punta Kharace, (See (M~-IN-1002
(6-2-43), AFHQ North Africa to WAR, #WL8B05/6845, 2 June 43; and
CM=IN=2321 (6~4-43), Algiers to WAR, #WL9Lk, 4 June 43,)

6. Ibides CM-IN-9656 (6~16-43), Algiers to WAR, #25963/1183, 15 June
43; and CM-IN=9965 (6~16~43), a corrected copy of this cable.

37. Sea-rescue work sometimes aided Tntelligence too » lor enemy airmen
« were occasionally included amor;: those saved, They were then
- available for interrogation and mieght provide information of con-
.- siderable value to theAllies, (VACAF, "Their Victory," p. 27.)

33. CM-IN-628 (6-1-43), AFHQ North Africa to WAR, #WL772/6679, 1 June
" A hB.

39. Ha. NAAF, Operational and Intelligence Sumaries, Detailed Interpreta-
. tion Report #D-iL, dated 26 May 1943, in A-2 Lib, See alasc Ha, XTI

Air Support Comd., "Pantellerian Campaign, ete."
Ra z;',/:\»‘*'i"’«{‘gg“"-r‘\ﬁ

*
4O. EAF Middle East Review, No. 3, pp. Al=42. ™
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41,

4o

43.

by
hSe

b6.
47,

49

50.

2l

Fisenhower Report; Hg. XIT Air Support Command, "Pantellerian Camw
peign, ete.M

Tbid.; NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria and
Lampedusa,®

Air Intelligence Weekly Summary, No. 33, 26 June-< July 1943,
Ppe 27-28. During the intensive attack upon Pant:lleria, the work
done by men in the photographic laboratory received special commenda—

* tion, (See Addenda to Original Historical and Operational Record

of NAPRW, 13 June 1943.) A description of some of the individual
photographlic missions run is also to be found here, under the dates

of 13 June and 29 July 19L43. Actually a large number of photographs
were available, for some aircraft belonging to operational groups were
equipped wiih cameras,

NATAF Operation Instruction No. 98, 30 May 1943.

NACAF, "Their Vietory"; Ha, NACAF, A Six-Months' History of the
Northwest African Coastal Air Force, March-30 Sep. 1943, p. 27,

NATAF Cperation Insiruction No. 98,

8. Zuchkerman, Report on Plan and Execution of OUperations at Pantelleria
(first report, 2 June 1943; second report, 20 July 1943). In the
absence of direect information concerning near misses and their effect
on gun positions, it was thought that slight demage might result from

a bomb drogped within 600 yards of a gun.

Eisenhower Report.,

Ibide; OM=IN-7452 (6~12-43), Spaatz to Arnold, thru Twelfth Air Force,
Llgeria to AGWAR, #JM 0561, 11 June 43, Professor Zuckerman was a
professor of Biology at Oxford and one of the younrer dons of Christ
Church College. He later served on Genersl Spaatzls =.aff in England,
(See Sidney Shalett, "Nerveless Master of Our Superfortresses," in
New York Times Magazine, 5 Aug, 1943.) For a list of the men who were
agsociated with Professor Zuckerman in this phase of the operation,
see n, 112, this chapter,

Zuckerman and Eisenhower Reports. For a circle of 600 square yards,

the radius would be alwost 14 yards. The following exaaple will suggest
the method used in caleulating the bombing effort., If the dropping of
approximately 400,000 pounds of bombs (400 x1,000-1b,) was considered
necessary to.give an even chance of knocking out a gun, and a B=l7
could carrx?i%boo-lb. bombs on a mission, obviously some &6 sorties
would be r.iiired to attain this end.

. oy
Ibid, L e _.
ot
Mﬁiﬂﬁ’w

-~
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52+ Blockebusters are giant bombs weighing 4,000 pounds each. They are
made with a light metal casing, which permits 77.4 per cent of their
total weignt to be high -~ explosive material.

53, For a day-by-day tabulation of the missions flown by the NAAF against
Pantelleria and the weight of bombs dropped,see Hq. NAAF, A=3 Sec,,
Operational Bulletin No. 3, ppre 18-23. The fighter-bomber attacks
against the three largest batteries are said to have begun on 30 May.

(NAAF Operations Analysis Sec,, "Pantelleria, 30 May through 11 June
1943," par. 13. For daily operations, see also New York Times,
0.N.I. Weekly, cables, communiqués, ete.)

54. According to some accounts, the B-17!'s began operations against
Pantelleria on 31 May; others give the first operaticnal date as
1l June. See the first two references above, for example.

55. BRAF Middie East Review, No, 3, pps 41=42. In the course of the 20
days and nights represented, the distribution of effective sorties
was reported as follows: 38 heavy, 607 medium, 53 light, and 967
fighter-bomber,

56, Hq. XII Air Support Comd,, "Pantellerian Campaign, etc.," Sec. V.
57. Ibid., Sec. VI. The following table, giving the number of soriies

required of the XII Air Support Commnand by the NATAF directive,
shows the distribution of its efforis

Sortie Summagx_—a'

Date Fighter-Eomber Escort Umbrella Total
D-12 (30 May) 8 12 - 20
D1l 12 - - 12
D10 52 - - 52
D=9 52 - - 52
D=3 L 12 - 56
D7 52 - - 52
Db 52 - - 52
Desty 24 14k - 168
D=4 36 240 - 276
D3 12 120 192 124
D=2 12 120 26, 396
D=l 204 120 216 540
Deday - 90 14 234

TOTAL 560 858 816 2,234

2. The nuisance raids made by No. 241 Sq. aga.:.nst selected targets are
not included, 15 TN L
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58.

59,
60.

61.

The steady increase in the seale of aittack against Panbellerian
installations is shown in the following table {compiled from mrterial
in Hgs., NAAF, A-3 Sec,, Operations Bulletin, No. 3, ppe 18=22):

Attacks of the Early Period

May
Bomhers 8 1L 18 20 2L 22 23 2% 25 26 27 28 29
Fighter 13 10 31 5 23 18 16 18 51 34 19 16 4L
Heavy - e e s = e m e om e e e o

— i e e v — w—p— AR e wwvews weesy e

Total 13 10 107 5 23 18 8% 40 51 3L 19 16 87
511 Sorties

Intensive Attacks
May June
Bowbers 30 3L 1 2 3 L 5 6 7 & 9 10 u

Fighter 52 55 86 97 104 104 97 107 85 104 162 354 84
Medium 37 38 38 39 36 36 64 164 153 149 330 388
Right 22 - 16 16 -~ 29 12 21 27 2, 29 16 143
Heavy « = 19 = « 19 - ~ 60102111 258 110
Light - = = = 5 = =~ 48 81119 19C 136 198

Total 111 93 121 151 148 168 145 240 L1T 502 641 1094 923
4T Sorties

&
GRAND TOTAL 5285 sorties™

3. This figure is given in the Eisenhower Report as 5258. Escort,
reconnaissance, ete. missions are, of course, not represented
in this total,

See note 15, this chapter,

CU=IN=417 (6-1=l3), Algiers to WAR, #6587/WL749, 1 June 43; Ci=IN=-
561 (6-~1~43), AFHQ Algiers to WAR, #6753/WL790, 1 June 43; and
CM~IN=3352 (6=6~43), AFHQ Worth Africa to WAR, #7738/W2013, 4 June
43 (LINEEP 52). See also Fisenhower Report.

Addenda to Original Historical and Operational Record of NAPRW,
13 June 1943, under heading of 1 June,

Ibide; CVM-IN-1835 (6=3-43), Algiers to WAE, #1887, 3 June 43;
EL{-I.'\I-BBSQ (6-.-k3), AFEQ North Africa to WAR, #W2013/7738, 4 June
cR .

- .,
N B

A,
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RAF Middle Fast Review, No, 3, p. 69,

CM=IN-~2L35 (6353), Algiers to WAR, #1954, 4 June 43 (SITREP 223);
CM-IN=3748 (6-6-43), AFHQ North Africa to AGWAR, #8213/W2118, 6 June
433 CM=IN=6586 (6~1lwh3), AFEQ North Africa to WAR (LINREP #53),

11 June 43.

Tbide; CH~IN~-4417 (6-7-43), AFHQ North Africa to WAR, #W2178/8571,
7 June L3. It was a cruiser escorted by the Paladin and Troubridge
which carried out the bombardment on 5 June 1943,

Eisenhower Report,

Ibld,; CM-IN-g458 {6-1k-43), AFHQ North Africa to WAR, 11 June 43.

See also the firsthand acecount of C,R. Curmingham, a newspaper
correspondent, given in New York Times, 10 June 1943, and the entry

in the Bubcher Diary, pp. 325-29. DLuring this attack which lasted

an hour and 16 minutes, General Eisenhower and Admiral Cunningham
followed the engagement from the flagship Aurcra. After the
bombardment had been under way for a guarter of an hour, Captain
Butcher says that a flag was run up on the signal tower of the island.
Through the smoke and the haze, there was some difficulty in discerning
its meaning, At first, observers thought that the flag might be white,
and hence a sign of the enemy's willingness to surrender. However,
from the lookout presently came the information that the flag was one
indicating "Alarm." For an estimate of the results, see CMuIN=7452
(6-12-43), 12th Air Force, Algiers to AGWAR, #JMO 561, 11 June L3.

Eisenhower Report; "33d Fighter Group in the Pantelleria Campaign,”
History of the Twelfth Air Force, III, Annex 4. For the text of the
Lessage sent to the military governor of Pantelleria, see the New
York Times, 12 June 1943, The second note, issued two days later,
is said to have been almost identical, although it seems to have
contained some admoniticns regarding the delivery in an undamaged
condition, of supplies, ecuipment, suocks of fuel, shipping, and
amall <r.f't. Both m:csages were transwitted for General Eisenhower

by it. . Gen. Cari Svaatz, as tompander of the Northwest
Afric.  ir Forces,

Eisenhower Report; London Times, 12 June 1943; and HQ, XIT Air Support
Comd., "Pantellerian Campaign, etc.®

The military governor is said to have sent a radic message to Rome
saying that the situation was serious, but that the island could
hold out, if conditions grew no worse. See the account of Alexander
Clifford, in British Ministry of Information, Mo, 1, 15 June 1943.

Hq. NAAF, A-3 Sec., Operations Bulletin, No. 3, pp. 20-21,

Sometimes, however, TBF missions were flown until noon, For their

distribution throughout the day, see NATAF Operation Instruc@%on No. 98.
RN IZA T
S opt
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73, Hg. NAAF, A-3 Sec., Operations Bulletin, No, 3, pp. 20-22,

The CM~IN-3793 (6-6-43), Algiers to WAR, #8245, 6 June 43; CM~IN-3928
(6~7-b3), Eisenhower, through 12th Air Force, to WAR, #V 64%,
6 June 43; Air Intelligence Weekly Sumrary, No. 30, 5-11 June 1943.
See also NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria and
Lampedusa, pars, 13 and 14. In discussing the enemy opposition
offered to Allied air units during the last week of the campaign,
the XIT Air Support Command gives the date of the firsi sizable
encounter with Axis fighters as 6 June. ("Pantellerian Campaign,
ete., See, VITI), At that time 5 He-109's attacked Spitfires
egcorting A-20's, and 8 Ue-l09's and FW-190's attacked Spitfires
accompanying Baltimores. On the previcus day, the long-range eneny
fighters appareatly were met by SAF misslons only.

75. The bombing and strafing of the airdrome at Korba North took place
at 0600 hours on 7 June, with 20 FW-190%fs participating in the raid,
Bombs were dropped from an altitude of approximately 1,000 feet,
destroying two aircraft and damaging four others. The casualiies
included one enlisted man of the Air-Sea Rescue Detachment ldlled,
and 20 enlisted men and three officers of the 31lst Fighter Group
wounded, (Mg XIT Air Support Comd., "Pantellerian Campaign, etc.,!
Sec, VIII.) The attack on Sousse, on the night of 10/11 June, was
less disastrous. No damage wes sustained by shipping, as the bombs
dropped clear of the harbor. (CH-IN~791G (6-~13-43 s AFHQ, North Africa
to AGWAR, #W 2562/334, 12 June 43.)

76 "Twelfth Air Force in the Sic¢ilian Campaign," Pt, II,Pantelleria
Operations, pars, 24~25., Here the number of enemy j.ianes seen near
Pantelleria during the June offensive is given as 250, The XIIL Air
Support Command {"Pantellerian Campaign," Sec, VIII) reports the
following list of Axis fighters sighted or engaged by its aircraft
during this period:

Fighters Date.
13 6 June
52 7 June
28 8 June
45 9 June
113 10 June
104 11 June
TOTAL 355

77+ Second missions were also flown by the heavy bomber groups on 10 June,
The fact that some of the morning sorties had not met with success,
owing to a 5/10 to 8/10 cloud coverage abt 15,000 feet over the
target, may have accounted for the flying of the second missions.
([Lt, Joseph ¥, McGoia] History of the 2d Bomb Group. (H), 24 Sep.
194231 Oct. 1943, p. 3he) o~ e —
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See the account of Merrill Mueller, a Newsweek correspondent who was
over Pantelleria in a Flying Fortress on 10 June 1943, in Newsweek,
XXI, No. 25, 2L June 1943, pp. 25=26,

CM~IRw7452 (6=12e43), 12th Air Force, Algiers to AGWAR, #IMO 561,
11 June 43.

B=17's, operating in force, acted as the spearhead of the atitack,
They were supported by Marauders, Mitchells, A-20 Bostons, Baltimores,
Lightnings, P40 Warhawks, and Spitfires,

It was later learned that, under the tremendous bombing attacks of
10 June, Panteiieria simply stopped functioning., That night Gen. -
Achille Maffel, the senior officer of the garrison, is said to have
informed Mus:.lini by radioc that the situation was unendurable, A
repetition of the day's boubing would make continued defense of the
island impossible, and even invasion could no longer be resisted, he
felt, (Clifford account, in British Ministry of Information, Neo. 1,
15 June 1943,)

CU~IN-T459 (6-12-43), Bisenhower, thru Hg, 12 Air Force to WAR,

1l June 1943; Public Relations Offices, RAF-USAAF, release of 11 June
1943; and NATAF "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria," par. 11,
A cable of 11 June 1943, QI=IN=7509 (6-12~43), Hq, 12th Air Force to =
WAR, says that 37 enemy planes were destroyed, with a loss to the Allies
of one Marauder {B~26) and four Warhawks (P-L0's),

For the composition of the assault brigade and its supporting group,
see CQU-IN-3611 (6-16-43), Algiers to WAR, 15 June 1943,

The intensive training of the past two weeks consisted of practice

in embarking and disembarking from assault craft, fighting in the
street, leaming to keep on2's head down as picked marksmen chippwud
plaster from a neighboring wall at levels only a foot or two above it,
ete. {Seo the account of Keith Hooper, a British correspondent who was
an eyewitness, in British Ministry of Information, No. 38, 12 June 1943.)

Account of E., A. Montague, in British Ministry of Information, No. 3,
13 June 1943, See also Hooper account, ibid., no. 38, 12 June 1943.

hlfred Wagg, "Last Hours of an Empire," in Colliers Weekly, 2i July
1943 [herdnafter cited as Wagg account).

Fisenhower Report; Public Helations Offices, RAF-USAAF, release of
June 1943, The protection against air and submarine attack which the
Northwest AfricunCenstal Air Force geve to shipping was a highly
specialized tasii, 2ecause of their long experience over the hazardous
sea approaches to the British Isles, this work was entrusted prineipally
to BAF souadrons. Some assistance, however, was given by USAAF fighter
units, British Hurricanes, Spitfires, ond Warhawks, equipped with

s TUIREN contd)
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(Contd) suxiliary fuel tanks to give them greater range, and American
Lightnings kept watch over Mediterranean shipping by day. At night
Besufighters assumed the task; even after ships had reached port,

they patrolled the harbor area. In the Pantellerian operation, NACAF
units were responsible for the proteection of the convoys up to the
landing area, and of the ships and craft of the assault force through-
out D-day. (See NATAF Operation Instruction No. 105 (complementary to
No. 98), par. 2,)

London Times, 14 June 1943,

For firsthand accounts, see that of Alexander Clifford in British
Ministry of Information, No. 2, 13 June 1943, and a radic talk,
"Capture of Pantelleria," by Coudr. Anthony Kumming, R, Ne,22 June
1943. (A copy of this talk was included in material loaned by the
British Library of Information.)

For the schedule of TAF missions up to 1000 hours on Deday, see NATAF
Operation Instruction No., 98, App. B.

Clifford and Kummins accounts.

NATAF Operation Instruction Nos. 98¢ and 105, See also Ho. XII Air
Support Comd., "Pantellerian Campaign, etc.," See. V, During the
preliminary stages and up to 10J0 hours on D-day, the control of all
fighter aircraft of the XII fir Support Command had been handled by
the Third Air Defense Wing (afterwards the 64th Fighter Wing), Its
direction, along with that of the Tactical Bomber Force, now passed
te the Air Cfficer in the dombined headouarters., .

For a preliminary report of the bombing effort of the Strategic Air
Force for 11 June, sce QN-IN-7963 (6~13%-43), Spaatz to Arnold, thru

12th Air Force to WAR, JMO 599, 12 June 43, The targets included the
airdrome, barracks, an ammunition dump, and gun positions. On observing
the white cross on the airdrome, several aircraft withheld their bombs.

Clifford account; Wagg aceount, pp. 26, 66; Eisenhower Report.

Public Relstions Offices, RAF~USAAF, release of 12 June 1943, under
NATAF summary.

In an interview of & April 1944, Lt, Howard Egbert, a pilot of the
340bh Bombsrdment Group, said that, of 50 missions flown, the one
connected with the capture of Pantelleria stood out very sharply. He
commented especially on the scene presented on 11 June by the island
being fi§ed upon by ships and attacked from the air. (U.S. 9000, in
A-~2 Lib.

Public nelations Offices, RAF-USAAF, release of 12 June 1943, under
NATAF summary. A message reporting the appearance of the white croass
on the airdrome is said to have been receifed“from~Lt¥xCF John D,
Jtevenson shortly after 1100 hours. S ey o S -
AW

“ali'--‘~~uuuniuﬂllﬂiﬂhuuur

s,

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



. AAFHS-52, Notes, Chape IT  dustimiismmminmenc . ga

98,
L 9.
a 100,
¥ 101.

102,
103.
104,

- 105,

106,

107,

-. 108,

This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

Eisenhower Heport,
Clifford and Kummins accounts,
Ihide

Wagg account. According to a cabled message, the white flag was
hoisted on the semaphore tower at 1147 hours., (See -IN=96)1
(6-16-43), Algiers to AAR, 15 June 43,.)

Public Kelations Offices, RAF-USAAF, release of 12 June 1943.

Experiments in the use of G.C.I./C.0.l. sets installed in landing
craft were made at this time, These I{T accompanied the assault
convoys and controlled fighter planes for their own protection during
the operation. When the actual landings had been made, they were
then driven ashore and established in suitable places,

Hooper account,

CM~IN=15467 (6-12-43), Algiers #7452 to WAR, JMO #561, 11 June 43;
Eisenhower Report; CimIN-12187 (6-12-43), Algiers #7341 to WAR,
11 June 43. See also Butcher Diary, pp. 329-331.

See Wagg account and Eisenhower Report. It was later learned that,

in respense to the two Allied demands for surrender, Admiral Pavesi
had decided to accept the second ultimatum. His intention to surrender
on the night of 10 June had not been carried out, on account of failure
to receive the necessary sanction from Rome until the next morning.
Jome further delay had ensued while his files and codes were being
destroyed. As a consequence the prescribed tokens of surrender were
displayed only a short time before the arrivel of the assault force,
The governor is said to have been so unaware of the impending invasion
that he interpreted the approach of a large number of British ships

as evidence of another bombardment, (Air Ministry Weekly Intelligence
Summary, No. 201, 10 July 1943) According to Mr, Clifford's account,
the watch on Pantelleria had sighted the Allied convoys at 0950 hours,
and presently was able to report that assault craft were included in
the armade. Upon receipt of this news, Admiral Pavesi had informed
Rome that a landing could not be opposed. He therefore was glven
permission to surrender., At 1100 hours, ne sent to Malta a radio
message signifying his willingness to captiulate. Owing to the clouds
of smoke and dust which enveloped the island, the white cross displayed
on the airfield was not noticed at once. (Clifford account.)

CM-IN~7371 (6=12-43), Algiers to WAR, #94, 11 June 3.

-‘,"V—-.‘w_
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. internal arrangements of the island and in ordering the Italians to
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By 1900-B hours, on 11 June, the Rear Admiral of L Force had trans-
ferred his flag to the destroyer Tartar, and all other ships and
landing eraft had sailed for Sousse, Several hours earlier, however,
a number of cruisers and destroyers had left for Lampedusa. (CM-IN.
7850 (6-13-43), AFHQ North Africa to WAR, #W2587/490, 13 June 43,)

Ha. NA Operational and Intelligence Summaries, No, 113, for the
periodf&t 8800 hours, 13 June 1943.
Un a mission at 1220 hours, 18 Spitfires of the 31lst Fighter
Group were sent to Pantelleria as convoy cover, While patrolling
waters north of the island, the planes sighted a formation of 36
F#-190's and Me-109's preparing to attack the convoy. Engaging the
enemy aireraft, the Spitfires forced 12 of them to jebiison their
bombs to meet them. The remainder, however, struck at the convoy,
In the course of the attack, 5 Me-109's were destroyed and one damaged,
The Spitfires held the enemy bombers to one direct hit and one near
miss on the convoy. As a result of the engagement, the 3lst Fighter
Group lost one plane; the pilot bailed out, and was later rescued,
About 1500 hours, another formation of Spitfires from the same
group sighted 15 Fi=190's with an escort of 15 Me~109's over Pantelleria,
Attacking at 8,000 feet, they forced about half of the enemy bombers
to jettison their bombs and meet them, Tne others, meanwhile, attacked
the convoy. In the ensuing engagement, which ranged from sea level to
9,000 feet over a 30.mile area, the Spitfires reported fiv: eneny air-
craft destroyed and one damaged. (fCapt. Aaron Sladbodkin ] History of
the 31lst Fighter Group, June 1943,)

Eisenhower Heport; Clifford account. After the surrender of Pantelleria,
Admiral Pavesi is said to have proved most helpful in explaining the

assist in the restoration of communicationa, etce.

The following men were associated with Professor Zuckerman in the assesse
ment of ground effects and in the analysis of data:

¥aj. A.P.D., Tnompson .
Capt. J.V. Taylor, of E.B.M.E. Sec,, attached to 43d L.B.A, Regt.
S0. Leader J. Angles
¥/Lt. B, Delisle Burns
Mr. F. Walley, of the Ministry of Home Security, London (assisted
in the analysis of the sortie records)
Capt. R. Hadford, R.E. (helped in the study of the strike photographs)

Interrogation of Italian officers who had been in command of the
batteries was carried out by Capt. J.D. Berry (attached officer HQ.
1st British Div.) and 2d Lt, Ignatius De Cicco {A.C., N,A.A.F.)

A brief report on the damage done to underground cables on the island
was provided by 2d Lt. Giste Canestari, Signal Corps, N.A.A.F.
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113, Although it was necessary to unload all ships and craft, except the
ficating reserve, 500 prisoners were reported cartured on the first
day. In the process of mopping up the number so increased that
appror.mately 3,000 priscners were landed at Sousse on the night
of 12/I3 June. By 18CO hours on 13 June, 4,283 prisoners had been
evacy. .ced, (CM-IN-9611 f6-16-431, Algiers to WAR, 15 June 43,)

A few days after the occupation of the island, the size of the
garrison was esbimated at epproximately 11,135, (CM~IN-£353
[ 6-14~43], AFHQ, North Africa to ACLAR, 13 June 43.)

114. For daily reports of enemy activity in the Pantellerian area, see
the incoming cables for the period., Through the maintenance of
patrols and ccontinuous fighter cover over the island, the Allies
usually were able to counter these raids. On 14 June, however, dive-
bombing atiacks on the harbor and its environs resulted in the sinking
of the water ship Enpire Maiden and one MGC, with some military
cesualties. (CM-IN-10303 [6-17=-43], Algiers to WAR, #12871/1676,
16 June 43; and CM.IN.10712 [ 6-17=43], a corrected copy of this ceble,
See also the weekly summary given in CN-IN=13602 [ 6~22-43], Algiers
to WAR, #W3216/3391, 21 June 43.)

115, 1In a cable of congratulation to the Allied air force in Nerth Afriea,
upon completion of the Pantellerian operation, (eneral Arnold stressed
this point in another connectirn, He saids "The tremendous amocunt of
bombs dropped and the negligible losses of planes speak well for
planning, preparations, and execubion," (CM-OUT-4833 [6-12-43],
Arnold to Spaatz and Tedder, thru CG, U.5. Army Forces, Algiers, #120,
12 June 1943.) For a congratulatory message fron Lord Trenchard,
see AFAEP Off. Serv, Branch, WP III-F-5, Italy.

116. For the British units stationed on the island, see n, 118, this chapter,

117. Eisenbower lieport. For General Strickland's assignment, see Hg, NAAF,
S0 104, 6 June 1943. A detailed account of his duties is to be found
in [Maj. &lbert Simpson ] Army Air Force Service Command on the Island
of Pantelieria, 1l June 1943=1 December 19544, pe. 18,

118, Establishment of the permanent garrison and the transfer of command
was begun as early as 14 June, when the lst British Infantry Division
minus one battalion evacuated Pantelleria. Two days later, the main
headquarters of the division was closed on the island at 1200-B hours
and opened at Sousse ab the same time, Actual command, however, did
not pass to Ceneral Strickiand until 1300-3 hours on 17 June. The
defense of the island was entrusted to Colotiel Faulkner, a British
officer whom General Strikland had desigasted as Garrison Commander,
(CM=-IN=13602 [ 6w22«43], Alsiers 12 ém s #i3216/3391, 21 hume 43,

See also [Simpson ] Army Air 1“011:_3_,}5’&g Stmand on the Island of Fantelleria,
e%Ce, PPe 16, 22, 28s T it Ny v
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LAFHS-52,
. dask,

119, %33d Fighter Croup in the Pantelleria Campaign," in History of the
Twelfth Air Force, 1IIL, Annex 4.

120. Eisenhower Report,
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Chapter III

1. AFHQ Intelligence Collation, B 389,232 (No, 2)--Lanmpedusa, 16 May
1943, issued by the Office of Assistant Chief of Staff, G=2, in
A-2 Lib, ([Hereafter cited as AFHQ Intelligence Collation.] 3ee
also Inter-Service Information Series, Report on Lampedusa {Text
and Plans), February 1943 [C.B., 4096 W (142)]

2« In 1938, the town of Lanpedusa, which was wne only settlement of
any size, had a populaticn of about 2,000, At the time of its capture
the number was reported as 3,500, a figure which normally included
about 700 convicts, {New York Times, 9 June 1943). Lampedusa, like
Pantellerias, lacked water, and, as a consequence, had scant natural
plant cover. Yet the limestone soil was fertile, and, despite the
handicap of aridity, about half the island was under cultivaiion.
As a usual thing, the arable land lay along the valley floors, but
lowland tracts at the southeastern end of the island were also used
for farming. Grains, vegetables, grapes, and citrus fruits comprised
the principal products. Strong Mediterranean winds often caused
considerable damage to crops, although the stone walls which enclosed
the fields afforded a moderate degree of protection. (AFHQ Intelligence
Collation,)

3. The airfield, located in the southeast corner of the island, was
irregular in shape. There were no runways, but a perimeter track
encircled the field. Ixtensions fron the north and west boundaries,
however, allowed for runs of 1,000 yards from east to west and 400
yards from northwest to southeast, Althcugh the surface was reported
to be much worn, it was thought that the northern and western aides
of the landing ground could be used, The harbor afforded some
accommodation for seaplanes, but because of itswmallness there was
reason to suppose that planes of this kind landed in the outer bay
and were towed into the safer waters of the harbor proper. (Ibid.)

4o New York Times, 9 June 1943,

5« Eisenhower heport. If Pantelleria were taken, it was likely that
Lampedusa, Linosa, and Lampione would also cepitulate, since they
were virtually cut off from Italy. (Butcher Diary, p. 322)

6o CM-IN-9965 (6~16-43), Algiers to WAR #1163, 15 June 43, a corrected
copy of CM~IN-0656 (6-16-43)., See slso AFHG Intelligence Collation,

7« According to these accounts, a Britlsh scouting party had landed on
Lampedusa on the nignt of Monday, 7 June, but had been repulsed by
brisk machine~gun fire, This reconnaissance raid was interpreted as
a minor-scale attempt to estimate the strength of the enemy's defenses,
Since British operational headquartersfrequently remained silent about
Commande raids disclosed by the enemy, it was suggested that no mention
of this attack had been made forreasons of security. (New York Times,
10, 11 Junme 1943.) T RS = =
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8.

Fe
10.

i1,
22,

13.

Eisenhower Report. Probably through a typographical error, the bonmb
load for this mission was given as seven and one-half tons. In &

cable from General Spaatz to General Arnold, tne number and kind of
berb carried on this raid were listed as follows:

2), B-26's dropped 50 x 300wlb,
2L x 500=-1b. bopbs on Lampedusa
8 x 1,000-1bs

TOTAL 35,000 1bs., or 17 1/2 tons

(See CU-IN=~7963 [ é~13-437, Twelfth Air Force to WAR, #JM 0599,

12 June 43.) One B=-26 was reported missing at the close of this
mission, (CM-IN-12947 [6-21~L3], NAAF to WAR, #105, 13 June 43, a
corrected copy of CM-IN-8135 [é-13-43]. See also CM-IN-9781 [ 6~16~43],
12th &ir Force, Algiers to WAR, 12 June 43.)

Eisenhower [Deport.

The group of destroyers inciuded the lLaforey, Loyal, Lookout, Nubian,
Troubridge, and the Greek destroyer Cueen Olga. %g.ﬂ.g.‘wEeka, 1L,

No. 24, 16 June 1943, p. 1700.) According to General Lisenhower's
Report, the destroyer Jervis also took part in the lLampedusan operation,
for it is reported as having engaged in one of the naval bombardments
of 12 June,

Fisenhower Report,

Air Ministry Weekly Intelligence Summary, No, 206, 14 August 1943,

pps 26-28, These pages contain an eyewitness's account of the fall

of Lampedusa., Photographic reconnalssance had indicated the existence
of 37 coastal defense or dual-purpose guns, 4 heavy AA guns, and about

50 light ones, (AFHQ Tntelligence Collation,) For the general distribu-
tion of the defense positions, see the map of Lampedusa bllowing page 48,

The enemy force on Lampedusa was thought to be composed of the following
groupss:

Infantry 1,500
Ertillery 1,000
Engineers 500
Services 300

TOTAL 3,300

{See AFH2 Inteliigence Collation,)
TPy LNy
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. AAFHS-52, Notes, Chap, IIT b 9%

According to Hq. NAAF, Operational and Intelligence Summaries, No, 112,
for the period eading at 1800 hrs., 12 June 1943, the Lampedusan
effort of the Northwest African Tactical Air Force for the day of

11 June consisted of the following missions:

i
a. 24 A-36/0f the 27th Bomb Gp. attacked Lampedusa, dropping
42 x 500-1b, bombs on the target area.

b, 12 A-20's of the 47th Bomb Gp., attacked Lampedusa,
dropping 24 x 300-1b. and 96 x 20~1b. bombs from 8,500
feet. These fell across gun emplacements, Three A-20Ts
were damaged by flak,

¢. Four missions totaling 48 sorties were flowm by Bostons
(2 by ¥o. 114 Sq. and 12 by No. 18 So. of the 326 Wing (RAF);
12 by the A7th Bomb Gp.; and 12 by the SAAF) against Lampedusa.
23 x 300-1be
95 x 250-1b,
208 x LO-1b. bombs were dropped from 7,500 to 8,000 feet,
576 X 20"'le
Cn the whole, the targets were well covered. Two Bostons
were damaged by flak,

de 24 sorties were flown by B-25's (12 by the 340th Bomb Cp.
and 12 by the 12th Bomb Gp.), on two missions against
Lampedusa, From 8,500 feet, 18 x 1,000-1b,
36 X 500-le
996 x 250-1b, bombs were
i x 100 ib,
dropped. These fell in good pabtterns across the target areas,

CM~-TNw7726 (6-13-43), Algiers to WAR, #JMO 614, 12 June 43; see n. 13,
this chapter.

Nine Wellingtons of the 330 wing (RAF) took off from between 2140-2326
hours, (Ho. MAAF, Operational and Intelligence Summaries, No. 113,

for the period ending at 1800 hrs., 13 June 1943.) Some of the Wellingtons
are sald to have carried block-buster bombs, (Public Relations Offices,
RAF-USAAF, release of 12 June 1943.)

Eisenhower Report; Air Ministry Weekdly Intelligence Summary, No, 2063
Wagg account.

A preliminary report of the air effort for 12 June lists the following
totals for bowbs dropped on Lampedusa during the day:

's
In six missions, 144 B-25 fiscorted by P-38's, dropped a total of 581
X 500=lb, and 36 x 1,000~ib. bombs, cavsing severe damage to harbor,
warehouse, dock installations, and town.

W e et (Contd)

THIS PAGE Declassified IAW EO12958



18,

19.

20,

25,

26,
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{Gontd) 24 Baltimores
(2 missions, apparently) dropped 96 x 300=lb. and
12 Bostons 191 x 250«1b, demolition
12 B-25's bombs, covering town, harbor,
32 A-36's and landing ground, with good
results.

See QM=IN=G539 (6=l4-43), a corrected version of CM~IN-2421

(6-14-43), Spratz to Arnold, through Alglers to WAR, #JMO 642,

13 June 43, According to cable CU-IN-S4L0 (6-14-43), Algiers to

WAH, 13 June 43, 96 sorties, comprising four missions, were carried

out by Mitchells of the NASAF on 12 June, prior to Lampedusa's surrender,

See CM-IN-7726 {6-13-43)}, Spaatz to Arnold, through Algiers Lo WAR,
#JMO 614, 12 June 43; and Hq. NAAF, Operations and Intelligence
Summaries, No, 112, for the period ending at 1800 hrs., 12 June 1943.
Some A-36's of the 27th Bombardment Group, over Lampedusa about 0935
hours, reported that smallwarms fire had been directed at the A=20's
which were leaving the target area as they arrived. (See 27th Bomb
Gp., "Pantelleria and Lampedusa Campaigns, etec."} The loss of one
A~36 in the course of the day (12 June) was attributed to failure of
the dive brakes and not Lo enemy action. (Hg. NAAF, Operational and
Inteliigerice Summaries, No, 113, fror the period ending at 1800 hrs.,
13 June 1943.)

Eisenhower Report. The total nwaber of sorties for this period of
slightly more than 24 hours is given in a preliminary report as
approximately 600, (CM-IN-7726 (6-13~43), Spaatz to Arnold, thru
Algiers to WAR, #JMO 614, 12 June 43.)

Public kelations Offices, RAF-USAAF, release of 12 June 1943.

Four A-36's of the 27th Bombardment Group dropped messages on the
airfield and town., (Ha, NAAF, Operational and Intelligence Summearies,
Joe 112, for the period ending at 1800 hrs., 12 June 1943. See also
~{th Bond Gp., "Pantelleria and Lampedusa Campaigns, etc.™)

See Forn 343 and 27th Bomb Gp., "Pantelleria and Lampedusa Campaigns,
ete.," Mission nequests and Intelligence Reports.

Ibid. Both A-30's and A-20's seem to have been over the target arsa
as late as 1200 hours,

New York Times, 13 and 15 June 1943; Yapg account,

In the absence of the military governor, the negotiations were con-

ducted by the second in command, an Italian naval captain in charge

of the garrison, (CM-IN-7850 [6-13-43], AFHQ, North Africa to WAR,

#W 2687/L90, 13 June 43.) The conditions offered him were that

(1) all hostilities must cease_at once; gz) a2ll war materiel was to
NSO SAIA NI (contd)
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20.

27.

29.

30.
31,

324
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L

(Contd) be handed over undamaged; and (3) the entire garrison,
including the Fascist militia, were to become prisoners of war,

It is said that at first he showed some hesitation about signing

the tems of surrender, on the ground that the white flag had not
been raised on his order. Upon being reminded that the Aliied
forces had hundreds of airplanes at their beck and call, he delayed
no longer. (O.N.I. Weekly, II, Noe 34, 25 Aug. 1943, pp. 25452546, )

Soon after the capture of Lampedusa the number of prisoners was
estimated as 4,000 or 5,000. (CM-IN-8786 [6-1h-43], AFHY, North
Africa to WAR, 14 June 43,) Some days later, when a more careful
count had been taken, the figures were given as 170 officers and
4,161 men of other ranks., (CM-IN=14577 [6-23-43], AFHR, North Africa
to MAR, #3267/3610, 22 June 43, a supplementary copy of CM-IN-13957
[[622-4374)

g‘g',I_‘ “ﬂeelf_]i!, II, No. 3[{-, 25 f‘.ug. J-9£P3, PDhe 25»&-5‘2546.
For a description of the ceremonial parade and the formal surrender

cn the morming of 13 June, see ibid. See also Air Ministry Weekly
Intelligence Summary, No., 206, pp. 2628,

CM~TN-13602 (6-22-43), Algiers to WAR, #W 3216/3391, 21 June 43.

About the time of the departure of these ships for Linosa, British
vessels lying off Lampedusa are said to have been attackea by enemy
aireraft attempting to break up the Allied force landing on the
island. The Lookout, which had been dispatched with the infantry
landing crait, seems to have borne the brunt of the attack, but
suffered no damage, (New York Times, 13 June 1943; Wagg account;
O.N.E. sieekly, No. I, No, 24, 16 June 1943, p. 1701.)

Ibid, See also Wagg account; New York Times, 14 June 1943; and
incoming cables from AFH3, North Africa to WAR, Nos. 8786 (6-lh-43),
8975 (6-15-43), 9582 (6-16-43), and 12801 (6m2l~k3).
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Chapter IV

New York Times, 9 June 1943,

In the summer of 1942, for example, the supplying of Malta was timed
for mid-June, when the enemy was much engaged in the Western Desert
campaign., In accordance with a carefully planned scheme, convoys were
to be passed simultanecusly from the east and the west, in the hope
that at least one would reach its destination. Although every effort
was made to provide adeguate protection, only two of the four merchant
ships from Gibraltar made harkor, None of the seven from the east
arrived, because the menace of a strong Italian naval unit forced the
convoy to retum to Alexandria,

Before the launching of the Allied attack in the fall, a convoy
movement to Malta was again attempted from the west. Of the 14
merchant vessels that passed Gibraltar on the night of 9-10 August,
only five reached the island, Another effort was not made until three
months later, when the ground situation then seemed to warrant the risk.
On the evening of 16 November, four heavily escorted merchant ships
left Port Said, The westward sweep of the battle in North Africa
enabled the convoy to make the trip in comparative safety. Ten other
ships arrived in December. It was not long before possession of
Cyrenaican landing grounds once more permitted the Allied air forces
to give coverage to convoys from the east, and soon Malta itself was
sufficiently reinforced to counter any threat from enemy aircraft
based in Sieily and southern Italy. Since passage from this direction
could be made almost without ineident, supplies to Malta were sent by
this route during the late winter and the spring of 1943. ("The Fight
For "S,he ¥editerranean," RAF Middle East Review, No. 3, pp. 118, 121-
122,

Iibid., p. 107.

An examination of gun positions after the surrender of Pantelleria
indicates that the fire of the naval guns had been accurate, Yet,
even in cases where there wes evidence that bursts had occurred in
emplacerents or on the walls of emplacements, apparently little damage
was caused, (Zuckerman Feport, ps 7.} On the basis of American
experience on Guadaleanal, it was thought at the time that naval
bombardment might have a more nexwe-racking effect than attack from
the air. (Newswesk, XX, No, 25, 21 June 1943, p. 2h.) One of the
lessons learned from the Fintellerian experiment was that of tha
efficacy of a combined bombardment; devastating bombing from the air
coupled with the more flexible close-range naval-support fire is
likely to keep heads under cover and guas silent until the landing
craft are aground. (Memo, Maj. Gen. W. B. Smith, CG/S, to C-in-C, ete.,
Subject: Lessons from Operations against Pantelleria, dated 12 July
1914-33 UQ S. 96&)"9665, in A-.?. Libc) TR . ’Jk‘-rj{_ﬂ_ﬁ;—m _;\ T
]
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5« Newsweek, XXI, No. 25, 21 June 1943, ppe. 22-23; New York Times,
12 June 1943. For Majs Gen. James A, Doolittle's comments as reported,
* see ibid.

6. According to prisoner-of-war accounts, it was not wantil 6 June that
. the Allied bombing of the island made much impression upon the
garrison. ("Ihe Last Days of Pantelleria," Air Ministry Weekly
Intelligence Summary, No, 202, 17 July 1943, pp. 30=31.)

7. C=IN-10362 (6-17-43), Algiers to WAR, #W 2846/1595, 16 June 43;
C=IN«10446 (6~17~43), Algiers to WAR, #WRR46/1595, 16 June 43
Memo, ¥Majs. Gen. W. B. Smith to C-in~{, 12 July 1943.

8. Eisenhower Report. The 2d Zuckerman Report (p. 6) gives the number
killed as 100 to 200,

9« Alr Ministry Weekly Intelligence Summary, No. 202, Prisoners of war
proved a useful source of information concerning conditions on the
island prior to its surrender. Two German officers, Leutnant Schmitt
and Leutnant Lieser, furnished a good deal of the information used here,
(See ibid.)

o 10, Clifford account.

1l. 3ee reparg}gomnent.s of Mr, Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of VWar, in
C.W.X. Weel.y, IT, No. 25, 23 June 1943, pp. 17821783,

12, 24 Zuckerman Report, App. XX, p. 2e

13. Air Ministry Weekly Intelligence Summary, No. 202, After é June, the
mental effects of the bombing became serious, owing largely to the
nerve-racking continuity of the attacks, and to the impossibility of
doing any work, of manning positions, or of obtaining a few hours of
continuous sleep,

14. After the fall of Tunisia there were said to be about 600 German
personnel stationed on Pantelleria. Most of these men were specialists,
drawn largely from the Lufiwaffe, It had been the responsibility of
this group to train their Italian assistants so that they could take
over the operation of the RDF and AA radio location sets. By the
beginning of June--and until the fall of the island=-this number had
been reduced to 78—all of them GAF members, commanded by the two
German officers mentioned in feotnote 9, this chapter. {Ibid,)

In an early estimate of the number of prisoners taken on Pantelleria,

- v the German element was said to consist of a platoon of 28 men and one

officer. This group had been manning defenses on tne airfield, On

the morning of 11 June, when it became known that the surrender of the

.. island had been decided upon, most of this group endeavored to escape

in a rather dilapidated boat. After having got 10 miles ocut to sea,
they found that the boat was leakingz:badly,. ied fighter

=T e -“‘“-j‘ i‘h’ A (contd)
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(Contd) planes had caught sight of them, and soon Allied motor
boats were sent to bring the party back. {Ibid.; and CM-IN-8740
[6=14-431, Algiers to WAR, #W 2685/900, 14 June 43.) In the reports
of the prisoner-of-war accounts given by the two German officers,
Leutnant Schmitt and Leutnant Lieser, the number of Luftwaffe
members left on Fantelleria is given as 50. In a cable of 16 June,
the German captives were said to be 78, (CM=IN-10L46 [ 6-17=43],
hlgiers to WAR, #W 2846/1595, 16 June 43; and GM-TN-11119 [ 6-18-431.)

The total weight of bombs dropped during the period has been variously
estimated. Apportionment among the various kinds of target was as
follows:

Airdromes -= 180 tons (of which 52 tons were 20--1b,
fragmentation bombs)

Town and harbor - 743 tons {of which 31 tons were 20=lb.
fragmentation bombs)

Gun emplacements {of which 135 tons were 20=lb.

Pillboxes -~ 5,390 tons fragmentation bombs)

("Pantelleria, 30 May through 11 June 1943," par, 21, This estimate
of 6,313 tons is slightly larger than that given in the day-by-day
tabulation included in appendix of this study,)

Dispatches by E. A. Montague, 15 June 1943; A. Clifford, 15 June

1943; K. Hooper, 14 June 1943; and Report by Brig. A. D. Campbell
on a Visit to Pantelleria, 18-19 June 1943, 2d Zuckerman Report,

App, XXV,

2d Zuckerman Report, pe. 5. The population of the town was reported
to have been without water for three days. M-IN-7612 (6w12=43),
Algiers to WAR, W 2563/335, 12 June 43. 3ee also Army Air Forces
Bvaluation Report, Wediterranean Theater of Cperations, VII, Pt. A
"Operation CORKSCREN: The Capture of the Island of Pantelleria,"
dated 1 Dec, 1944.)

L]

CU-IN=10237 (6~17=h3), Spaatz to AGUAR, for CG, AAF, attention AFAIB,
thru Algiers, #JMO 752, 16 June 43. The list of sirplanes abandoned
on the Pantellerian airfield included:

7 ¥e~109 6 CR=25

1 Ju-52 J, Re-2001
14 C=50 7 3779

9 Mc-200 4 SN-81

9 Me-202 9 SN-22

2 Me~205 2 Cawlbh

9 CR-42 _

TOTAL 83
TV Tyt L LA A
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18, (Contd) A second list, arranged according to types gives the number
of planes as 8i4:

L | LJd

Ttalians

Fighters
- Macehi 205 = w = w = ~ -2
Kacehi 202 - « = - = = = = = = 10
Macehi 200 = = = = = = = = - = 7
Fiat G-50 ~ - = « = = = = - = 14
Fiab CRefi2 = = = = = = = = = = 9
Reggiane 2001 = = = = = = - = L
Boubers and Transports
Savoia-Marchettli 79 - ~ o « 7
Savoia-Marchetti 8l = - =« - - 5
Savoia-Marchetti 82 - = = =~ = 2
Biscellaneous
Caproni 164 = = = = = = = = = 2
Fiat CR-25 - = = = =~ = = = =~ - 6
(zerman
Fighters
Messerschnitt 109 - - =« « = = T
. Transports
’ JUnker 532 = - o = = - - - — - 1
Fieseler "Storch" - - - - - - 1

A TOTAL a4

The Rem2001 and the Me~Z05 were amone the latest Ttalian fighters.
Both types of aireraft were equipped with 7.7-mie wing guns--an indica-
tion that the ITtalians might have abandoned their concept of a two-gun
fighter and were making the addition of wing guns a standard modification.

The 5liw79 represented torpedo bomkers, a type of plane that cne
would expect to find included in the group.

The Fiat CR-25%'s belonged to an obsolete, multi-purpose type of
plane used chiefly for ligat bombing and reconnaissance. In this case,
the planes appeared to have been employed for the transport of perscnnel,

One of the Mewl091s (a G-6 of very recent date) had full Italian
merking ana camouflage, although all cockpit lasbels were in German-w.
sn occumence by no xzeans usuals

bl 19. Clifford account.

v 20+ 2d Zuckerman Report, App, XIIT; and AAF Evaluation Board Report, MTO,

- VII, Fts A. In building the so=called underground hangar, a section
of one of the hills on the island had been cut away, leaving a plot
some 1,000 feet long (north-south) and 250 feet deep (east-west),

-. bacl-:ed by a vertical wall about 50 feet high. This ground was then
leveled and used as the floor for the hangar, which was designed to
face east and front on tue.landmn} d.f 3 “& 3@Jﬂers formed the

ey
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20, (Contd) framework for the building while the roof, walls, and flcor
. were made of concrete, Upon completion, the top and sides of the
structure were covered with the earth and rock which had been removed
originally. The result was that the hangar was provided with a
covering more than 30 feet thick, Ten feet of this coating consisted
of concrete, and the remainder of rock and dirt. Twe large entrances,
set at right angles to the axis of the hangar, extended beyond the
building proper but were disguised by the filling of the intervening
spaces. The front of the hangar therefore constituted a straight
line along the edge of the airfield, The general impression was
that the structure had been built underground and was virtually bomb-
rroof, As a matter of fact, oniy bombs ricocheted off the runway
could penetrate the structure, and even one thrown into the enirance
could cause slight damage,

In diagram, the hangar presented this appearance:

o Fr =

A

"'—'Er

B -

— remer e— e s e me——

Because of the method of construetion, the roof of the hangar
required no pillar supports or bracing--gn arrangement that admitted
maximum floor space, The building was provided with its own electrical
generating plant, ventilation system, and water supply. Beneath the
roof, at both ends of the hangar, extended galleries which furnished
accommodation for offices, storage compartments, ete. On the floor
level, sinilar use had been made of the space between the back concrete
and dirt walls of the structure, At the north end of the building were
located workshops equipped with lathes, trip hanmers, drills, and
machines for handling metal., The central section of the hangar was
supplied with electrical cranes and carriers, hoists, supports, and
other types of eaulprent essential to the maintenance and repair of
aireraft.

During tne attacks on the island many members of the garrison and
a number of civilians lived in the main hangar, for there were hundreds
of mattresses and beds found there. For safety, motor buses and other
transport also had been moved inside., ([Simpson;] Army Air Force
Service Command on the Island of Pantelleria, etc., pp. 7=9; Air
Intelligence Weekly Summary, Nos 31, 12-18 Jg?e 1943, pp. 16~17.)

T \g‘ 1
21, 1big. TrE——kd
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A detailed assessment of the damage to the guns was made by the R.EM.E,
Section, under the command of Capt. J. V, Taylor, R.EN.E., attached
to the 63d L.,A.A. Regiment. (2d Zuckerman keport, p. 3 and App. VIX
ff.) Since most of the guns were protected by low emplacement walls
ondy, it was thought that this report also would be a fair indicabion
of the effect of aerial bombing on field artillery. (MAir Attacks on
Pantelleria Gun Fositions," O.N.I. Weekly, III, No. 12, 22 March 1944,)

Menmo, Maj. Gen. W. B. Smith to C=in=C, 12 July 19433
Report, pe 8.

2d Zuckerman

Yemo, Maje Gen. W. B. Smith to GwineC, 12 July 1943.
2d Zuckerman Report, p, 6.

Signals between the senior naval officer landing, the beachmaster,

and the headcuarters ship failed to work during the initial stages

of the landing. As a consequence, the operation was delayed at a
time when speed shculd have been paramount. Fortunately it was day-
light, and the landing was virtually unopposed, In darkness, and
against a resolute defense, such signal failures might have proved
very serious indeed. The air plan did not call for the cessation of
prearranged air bombardment, and so it was not discontinued until
after the island had surrendered and the first troops were ashore,

In the Pantellerian operation the consequences were not serious.

This rigidity of the air plan and the inadequacy of the aireground-
ship communications might have jeopardized the flexibility of the
ground commander's plans and limited his freedom to make the most

of success, Since the very-high-freguency radioctelephone to aireraft
was satisfactory, better control could have been arranged if the
requirement had been stated in the planning stage. In the interest

of speed and efficiency, it was recommended that plain language should
be used more frequently in circumstances such as the Pantellerian opera-
tion, in which the enemy was in no position to profit by messages sent
in the clear. (For these, and other recommendations, see Memo, Maj,
Gen. W, B, Srith to C-in-C, 12 July 1943,)

In this operation there were several insiances in which troops
advanced beyond the bombing line before the time appointed. This
circumstance was charged to a shortage of watches among the company
and platoon officers. In the future, it was stipulated that all
commanders must be provided with watches, in order to avoid situations
of potential danger. ({Ibid,)

It developed that air personnel on board the headquarters ship largs
(controllers, signal officer, and filter officer) were unaccuzinted

with the air order of battle, types of aireraft participating, radio
recognition signals, R/T in use, and call signs of ground stations,

This lack of informstion poinis to briefing inadequate for an operaw
tion of this sort. (Ibid, ), STy

: %
LG s A fai/
‘e T j!‘,gl W) ‘
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Tne need for ccordinating available inteliigence among air, naval,
and ground forces was clearly shown. It is essential that the
three services reach a command agreement on the types and layout of
maps, overprints, evc, (Ibid.)

Toid,

NATAF, "Farticipation in the Capture of Pantelleria and Lampedusa,”
pars. 17, 21.

NAAF Operations Analysis Sec., "Fantelleria, 3v Mey through 11 June
1943 .1

Ibid,; memo, ¥aje. Gen. W. B, Smith to C-in-C, 12 July 1943,

2d Zuckerman Report, p. 7.

Meno, Mej. Gen. W. B, Smith to C-in-C, 12 July 1943,

NALF Operations Analysis Sec., "Fantelleria, 30 May through 1. June

1943," par. 30; NATAF, "Participation in the Capture of Pantelleria
and Lampedusa,® parse 22, 23,

103

For the comments of the British correspondent in Ankara, see the London

Times article dated Ankara, 13 June 1943,

Comments of newspaper correspondents, ete.

e e—
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL ROTGD

Imberials used in the pregaration of this study have been drawn from
a vurieby of scurccs &s indicated in the footnote citatlions. These records,
for the most parb, ccnsist of offiecisl cocuszents, althouzh newsparer and
magazine articles and a few current books Lave been consulied,

Tue initial phuses of the CIIHNSCHE. operablon are best deseribed in
Gonersl Eisenhower's dispabeh on the Fantellerian offersive and in the
preliminary secticns of his rejort on the Sieilian campaion. Good accounts
of the imylementation of ibe plan wund of ihe responsipilivies assumed by
fighter and bember clements are to be found in the operaticnal narratives
of variouas componcnts of the Lorthwest African Alr Forees. Cables, railo-
grams, unit histories, wnd intelligence suamaries furnish detulls of day-
by—dzy sclicn, while appraiszcls like those of the A4F uveluation Board and
the sroup of seientific ex.erbts headed by krorvessor Zus.er.on lve ectiuates
of the value of the opcration.

Tue part ployed by the foyal lavy in ke esteblishucnt of the blocsade
and in the shellins of ile islend is set torth in Adudrad Cunningham's
message o the Adairalty (CinG.lD, "Te Gecupatlon of Faatellerla and vhe
Sabsecquent Capture of Lumpedusa, Lanplone and Linesa,™ 30 lov. 1943).
Llihousn this docwient, vwilh its numercus inelosares, was nob seen unlil
after the coapleticn of tie study, a careful check shows that lhe account
of naval zetion included by General Tisenhover in his dispabeli on the
Pantellerian offuvnsive dilfers from the official report in a few wuinor
detalls only. (In one or two instances these difrerences nhave been noted, )

Columns of the New York Tines wnd a folder of newspsger clippings loaned
by the British Iibrary of Informabion in lLew Tork have proved extromely use-
ful in supplyinz firsthand reports of the CCRESC.LL operation, as seen by
correspondents in the ficld, ‘heir impressicns of the intensity of the
abttack is borne out by Coxbat Film Meport lo. 402 entitled “runtelleria, g
movie nade froa nerlal photographs teken in the course of the operation,

For thoe eapture of Lampedusa, the naterials are souewhat .eafer but
neveriheless adecuate, zs the action itself was limited in scoze and of
short duration. Unit histories znd cables give details of the awisslons
flown and the longur revorbts on the rantellerion offensive inelude sectlons
on the taking of Lompedusa and the nsighboring islands of Linosa and Lasgione.
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Appendix
¥ THE AIR EFFORT AGAINST PANTELLERTA
* Following is a day-by~day tabulation of the missions flown by the
P Northwest African Alr Forces aiainst the island of Fantelleria fro- &
*: May 1943 until the surrender of the garrison on 11 June 1943, togsther
- with a tabulation of our lo:uses from flak and enemy aireraft,
g 1, DAILY ANALYSIS
craft Bombs _Dropped
Date Kumber & Type Number & Weight Total telght
8 May 13 P38 13 x 1000 13,000
11 Yay 10 P40 10 x 500 5,000
18 Yay 34 B=26 608 x 100 60,800
10 P=40 60 x 20 1,200
: L2 B-25 246 x 500 123,000
Py 21, P~38 19 x 500 9,500
o 20 Yay 5 P=38 5 x 1000 5,000
. 21 lay 1L P=40 84 x 20 1,680
- g P~38 8 x 500 4,000
1 x 1000 1,000
22 May 18 P=40 36 x 20 720
10 x 500 5,000
23 Yay 16 FeiO o5 x 20 1,920
3l B=26 T3 2 10D 70,800
38 B-25 ~ou & 300 79,500
12 % 100 1,200
24 May 22 Wellingtons 3 x 4000 12,000
2 x 1000 2,000
: 64 x 500 32,000
. 142 x 250 35,500
- 1620 x & 6,480
- 18 P-40 8 x 500 4,000
¥ 60 x 20 1,200
SCURCEs NA4F, #=3 Sec.,, Operations Bulletin Ko. 3, June 1943, pp. 18-
- . 23, {(In a few cases typograrhical corrections have been made,)
y IS et o MW
B T Pl e
TRITR - ARV I s
thé-“:‘};}jrj : 3! or :{_};ii,-[r”;g?i{]‘ ;
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1, DAILY ANALY3IS (Contd)}

. Aireraft Bombs Dropped
0 Date Number & Type Number & Teight Total Yeight

E 25 May 51 P40 20 % 500 10,000
=" 162 x 20 3,240
p 26 May 34 PwhO 105 x 20 2,100
) 12 x 500 6,000
27 May 12 P40 g x 1000 8,000
3 x 500 1,500
7 P38 7 x 500 3,500
28 Usy 16 P-40 & x 1000 8,000
8 x 500 4,000
29 May 20 P=40 20 x 500 10,000
2, P-3¢ 22 x 1000 22,000
2, B-25 66 x 1000 66,000
; 19 B~26 70 x 1000 70,000
[ ) 30 Liay 22 vellingtons 2 x 4000 8,000
- 124 x 500 62,000
60 x 250 15,000
. L5 P38 142 x 1000 42,000
. 7 PO 7 x 500 3,500
20 B-25 59 x 1000 59,000
17 B-26 51 x 1000 51,000
3 Lay 33 F=38 33 x 1000 33,000
22 P~}0 12 x 500 6,000
10 x 1000 10,000
20 Be26 79 x 1000 79,000
18 B-25 53 x 1000 53,000
1 June 16 Vellingtons 2 x 4000 8,000
133 x 500 66,500
: 5L x 250 13,500
. 51 P38 50 x 1000 50,000
5 19 B-17 114 x 1000 134,000
. 35 r=hO 35 x 500 17,500
W 2 June 16 Vellingtons 22 x 1030 22,000
LE x 250 12,000
. 52 PehO 52 x 500 26,000
. 45 F=38 45 x 1000 45,000
28 B-26 111 x 1000 111,000

. T — o

mﬁ&: el jrl WY P ') -x-l‘!.lﬁl ‘.
wenpupndly ahﬁgﬂf f‘m I BRI BRI NI
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1. DAILY AVALYSIS (Contd)
e Alreraft Bombs Dropped
. Date Humber & Type Humber & Veight Total ileight
L 3 June 21 B-26 83 x 1000 83,000
B4 6L P=38 60 x 1000 60,000
x 18 B-25 5k x 1000 54,000
’ 43 P-40 L3 x 5Q0 21,500
" 5 Boston 22 x 500 13,000
L June 29 Vellingtons 116,000
18 B-25 52 x 10C0 52,000
54 P-~38 53 x 1000 535000
18 B-26 45 x 1000 15,000
19 B-17 1Y, x X0C0 114,G00
50 P=40 50 x 500 25,000
5 June 12 tellingtons 2 = LCCO 8,000
6 x 10C0 6,000
. 78 x 500 39,000
* 30 x 250 7,500
. 3b Be=25 104 = 1000 10,000
P L2 P-38 40 x 1000 40,000
. 55 P=LO 55 x 500 27,500
e " 6 June 21 Wellingtons 80,000
17 P-40 12 x 500 6,000
5 x 1000 5,000
90 P38 90 x 1000 90,000
LO B=26 136 x 2000 136,000
12 Boston 52 x 500 26,000
2l, B~25 72 x 1000 72,000
2l Baltimores 60 x 500 30,000
12 A=20 36 x 500 18,000
T June 27 ellingtons 5 x LOC0 20,000
6 x 1000 6,000
186 x 500 93,000
. 66 x 250 16,500
* 9 Hurrdicanes 18 x 500 9,000
.= 60 3-17 79 x 500 359,500
r 78 B=26 117 x 1000 117,000
e 22h x 500 112,000
) 41 P-38 11 x 1000 41,000
- 86 B-25 252 x 1000 252,000
19 P=40 19 x 1000 19,000
24 Boston 70 x 500
'@ 21 x 250
22 Baltimores €8 x 500
12 x 250
35 A=20 100 x 560
1 x 300
16 A=36 21 x 500 - AC .
T T SUTREL
o, sessewsesssetsd 1R [ P OR AT
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g June

9 June

10 June
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I, DAILY ANALYSIS (Contd)

Alroraft Bombs _Dropped
Humber & o Number & Weight Total Tieight
2/, Wellingtons 100,000
93 P-38 93 x 1000 93,000
102 B=17 598 x 1000 598,000
52 B-26 100 x 1000 100,000

53 x 500 26,500

101 B=-25 263 x 1000 263,000
33 x 500 16,500

Il 2-36 il x 500 5,500
35 Baltimores 125 x 500 62,500
39 x 250 9,750

60 Bostons 144 x 500 72,000
A7 % 250 16,750

24 3-20 70 x 500 35,000
29 liellingtons 3 x 4000 12,000
10 x 1000 10,000

160 x 500 80,000

50 B-26 299 x 500 149,500
111 B-17 656 x 1000 666,000
99 B-25 280 x 1000 280,000
12 P-40 iz x 500 6,000
58 Bostons 107 % 500 53,500
8, x 250 21,000

T2 A-20 178 x 500 89,000
2 x 300 600

18 Hurribombers 18 x 500 9,000
48 =36 8k x 500 42,000
8l F=38 gl x 1000 &4,000
60 Baltimores 240 x 500 120,000
24 x 250 6,000

58 A=20 165 x 500 82,500
42 Baltimores 150 x 500 75,000
18 x 250 44500

175 B=25 519 x 1000 519,000
1x 100 100

36 Bogtons 118 x 500 59,000
24 x 250 6,000

124 P=40 81 x 1000 81,000
56 x 500 28,000

39 A-36 6% x 500 34,500
16 “iellingtons 1 x 4000 4,000
12 x 1000 12,000

111 x 500 55,500

258 B‘l? ‘Bm x 50\0[ I S 1’556 000

.g
,»"
!

uLLUﬂHf U :le;ﬁ Ao
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1. DAILY ANALYSIS (Contd)

Aireraft Bombs Dropped
Number & Type Humber & Weight Total Weight

10 June(Contc) 191 P=38 191 x 1000 191,000
24 x 250 6,000
155 B-26 169 x 1000 169,000
508 x 500 254,000
66 Baltimores 184 x 500 92,000
156 x 250 39,000
60 A=20 142 x 500 73,000
24 x 300 7,200
96 x 20 1,920
135 B=-25 153 x 1000 153,000
96 x 250 24,000
Bh56 % 20 109,120
72 Bostons 71 x 500 35,500
23 x 300 6,900
119 x 250 29,750
208 x 40 8,320
9 Hurribombers 18 x 500 9,000
2l A=36 L5 x 500 22,500
27 P=38 2L x 1000 24,000
3 x 500 1,500
143 Wellingtons 607,750
252 B=26 276 x 500 138,000
157 x 300 47,100
2L r=40 24 x 500 12,000
110 B-17 270 x 1000 270,000
641 x 500 322,500

st
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2,  SUMMARY

The effective effort expended against rantelleria by various types
of zireraft from 8 May 1943 until the surrender on 1l June 1943 was .3
followss

Effective Bombs urowped.

Type of i/C Bombingz Sorties rounds Tons e of Yotal
BE~-17 679 4,000,000 2,000 32,2
B-25 835 2,280,420 1,150.2 18.4
B-26 828 1,819,700 909.8 14,7
4-20 261 355,520 1778 249
A=36 138 115,000 575 9
P=38 936 911,500 455.8 e
PehQ 679 372,640 18643 3.0
Tiellington 3 1,650,980 825,5 13.3
Boston 267 385,970 193.0 3e1
Baltimore 249 485,750 242,9 3.9
Hurricane 36 27,000 13.5 o2

TOTALS 5,285 12,404,480 6,202,2% 100 2

3. NAAF LOSSES OVER PANTZLLIRIA

Type Destroyed Damagzed Hissine
B-17 k
B=25 3 1
B-26 2
1-36 1
F-38 3 2
P=40 1 3
wellington 2 Y
Boston 2 1l
Bzltimore - . —

TOTALS A 14 10

*Potal fonaase is glven as 6,313 in UASF Operati ns ;nal,,m:.u Cee,,
"Funtolleris, 200 “*" Lirou 'h 11 Jurne 15.3 " Far. 2l e A
y # > = kai%w §

SIS ' - -
ll\f
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A

A=20, 29=30, 535k, T4 (n 6),
76 (n 14), 78 (n 17), 85
(n 74), 9% (n 14), 95 (n l&-~
19, 21}

=200, 78 (n 17)

A"36} 17, 31’ 53, 7? (n 15"16),
gﬁ)(n 14}, 95 (n 18-19, 22,

Alyr Commander (for Pantellerian
assault), 12

Alr-Sea Rescue Det., 85 {n 75)

Alexandria, 57, 97 (n 2)

Algeria, 12-13, 79 (n 22)

Algiers, 13

Allied Commander-in-Chief, 1, 12,
See alsc Elsenhover,

Allied Force Headquarters (4FHD),
13, 51

Alpine borders, 9

Angles, S/Ldr- Jc, 89 (n 112)

Aphis, 43

Arisna (Tunisia), 75 (n 11), 78
(n 16}

Army Commander (for Pantellerian
assault), 12

Arnold, Gen, H.H., 90 (n 115)

Aurora, 33-3kL, 52, 84 (n 67)

B

B"l'?: 16: 29"31: 33, 37, Ml-: 63:
6 {n £0

3'253 ]J|., -16: 20: 29"309 33: 38
53054, 69, Th {n 6), 75 (a 10,
76 (n 14), 78 {n 17}, 86 (n 80),
9=95 {(n 14, 18)

B-26, 16, 20, 29=-30, 51, 53=5k,
7h (n 6), 75 (n 10), 86 (n 80,
82), 93 (n 8)
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Baltimore, 30, 54, 78 (n 17), 85
(n 74), 95 (n 18)

Batiery:

NOQ 1’ 67"‘68
NO. M’ 67-68

Beaufignter, 87 (n 87)

Berlin, 51

Berry, Capte J.D., 89 (n 112)

Biscari {Sieily), 79 (n 22)

Bizerte (Tunisiaj s Ty 17, 26

Black I. (L'Isola Nera), 6

Boston afce See A=20.

Breda gun, 72 (n 6)

British, 3, 5, 22, 32, 35, 47, 57,
63, 92 (n 73 See 2lso RAF;
Royal Navy; numbered units,

British Combined Operations Staff,
=7

Burns, F/Lt. B.D., 89 (n 112)

Butcher, Cagt. H.C., €4 (n 67)

c

Ca=16k, 99100 (n 18)

Cagliari (fardinia), 19, 79 (n 22)

Cala dell! Alca, 6

Canestari, Lt. Gisto, 89 (n 1i2)

Cap Afrique (Tunisiaﬁ, 2, L9

Cap Bon (Tunisia), 1, 18, 26

Cape of Good Hope, 57

Capodichino {Italy)}, 79 {n 22)

Gapo Granitola (Sieily), 2

Gassblanca Conference, 1

Qastelvetrano (Sici.lyi, 38, 79
(n 22)

Churchill, Prime linister, 57

Clifford, Alexander, 88 (n 106)

Clutterbuck, Maj. Gen. ii.E.
(commander of ground forces),
12, L6

Coldstream Guards, 52, 55

Comiso (Sicily), 79 (n 22)
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Comnander-in-Chief, Mediterranean
{naval). See Cunningham.

Comnando raid, 92 (n 7)

Coningham, Air Viece larshal
Sir Arthur {commander HATAF),
17

Constantine (Algeria), 12-13, 16

CORKSCREY, defined, 10

Cossyra, 6

CR-25 (Fiat), 99-100 (n 18)

CH=-42 (Fiat), 99-100 {n 18)

Crete, Island of, 58

Cunningham, Adm. Sir A.B.
(commander of naval forces in
Mediterranean), 11, 34, 50, 56,
8L (n 67)

P

bE~7, 78 (n 17)

De Cicco, Lt. Ignatins, €9 (n 112)
Decimomannu {Sardinia), 19
Djedeida (Tunisia), 16

Toolittle, laj. Gen. J.H., 16

B

18 Sg. (R4F), 9% (n 1)

g2d Fighter Gp., 14, 16, 75 (a 10)

Egbert, Lt. Howard, 87 (n 96)

Eisenhov:er, Gen. D.D., l, 11-"']-2, 31]-’
47, 5051, 84 (n 67-08)

El Haoveria, 76 (n 13), 77 (n 16}

Tmpire Miziden, $0 (n 1i%)

enfidaville, 78 {(n 17)

Ensland, 57

Euryalns, 33

F

1lst Pighter Gp., 16, 75 (n 10}
1st Infentyry Div. {brit.), 11l-12,
L0, 46, £9 (n 112}, 90 (n 118)

5th  iing, 16, 75 (n 10)

1Lth Fighter Gp., 16, 75 (a 10)
15th Cruiser Sg. (Brit.), 43
15th Fhotographic Sg., 32

424 Bomb “ing (¥), 75 (a 11)
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47th Bomb Gp., 78 (n 17): 94
(n 14)

L7th Jing, 16, 75 (n 10)

57th Fighter Gp., 17, 43, 76
(n 13), 77 (n 16)

Faliner, Colonel, 90 (an 118)

Fardjouna (Tunisia), 76 (n 14),
77 {0 16)

Fiat a/c, 100 (n 18)

Fieseler 1Storch," 100 (n 18)

Foggia, 79 (n 22

Forbress. Seg B=l7,

Fortuna. See Fardjouna.

French base, 7

French loroceo, 76 (n 14)

Frontier Guard, 9

Freya EDF stations, 2, 72 (n 3)

Fi-150, 38, 42, &5 (R 74"75):
89 (n 110)

G

G-6 (Me~109), 100 {n 18)

G=50 (Fiat), 99-100 (n 18)

German Air Force (GAF), 20, 38,
16, 59, 62, 98 (n 14)

Germans, 55, 58-61, 98 (n 14)

Gibralbar, 97 (n 2)

Gozo, Island of, 3

Grombalia (Tunisia), 78 (n 17)

H

Harcourt, Rear Adm. C.H.J., 51

Herzla (Tunisia), 18, 78 (n 17)

Highland regiment, 45

Rurribomber (Hurricane}, 31, 37-38,
41, 78 {n 16), 86 (n 87)

I

Ilex, H..S., 32

Intelligence, 8~9, 2h=25, 80 (n 37)

Isis, HuM.St, 32

Iscle Pelagie, 49, 56

Italian iir Force (IAF), 20, 38

Italian Army, 4, 9

I'baly, 1-2, I-l-: 7: 9: 161 19: 35"36:
49, 57, 60, 75 (n 8), 79 {n 22),
97 (0.2)
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JU=52, 21.22, &0 (n 30), 99-100
{nl18)

JU=85, 75 {n &), 79 (n oz)

K

K-irouzn, 76 (n 13)

Folibdz, 26

Korbz, XN & &, 26, 28, 76 (n 15),
77 (n 16), 85 (n 75)

L

Laforey, 33, 93 (n 10)
La Yaddalena (Sardinia), 19, 79
{n 22)
Lzupeduse, Island of, l-4, L9=58,
69, 72 {n 3}, 77 (n 15), 89
(n 109.)3 92 (1’1 1’7)3 93 (Il 8—13),
94 {n W=18), 95 (n 18-26), 96
{n 26-71)
Lampedusa, toun of, 49
Lampior)ze, Island of, L9, 56, 92
(n5
Largs, H.EEQS‘, 1}23 102 tn 28)
Leghorn, 79 (n 22)
Le Sers (Tunisia), 77 (n 16)
Levante, Bay of, 5
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