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When the confusion and fog of the sarly June days had clsared away,
the scouts of U.S. Task Porce #8 found the Japancse task force in
posseasion of Kiska and Attu. The occupation had probably taken place
on & June, but the weather had prevented air reconnalssance until the
8th. Ko official report could be made until the I1lth, The following
day heavy bombers of the Zleventh Air Force made their first attack
on Kisks, a distanca of over 600 miles from the bass at Umnak. A
aquadren of B-24'a had bheen moved up and 1t was & force of these

: Liberators that made the initial attack. One was lost, but the mission
by no mesns failed, for it hit and dammged two cruisers and one destroysr.
A few days later, on the 18th, snother attack sccountad for a transport
in Kiska Harbor.

For the rest of the sumaer of 1942 the pattern of events worked
itself out in something like this. Whenever ths weather permitted,
borbing and strafing nissions were at work over Xiskas and Attu in an
endsavor to whitile down the snemy as he was trying to augment his forcs.
Reconnaissance was left mostly to the NHavy, though the Elsventh Air
Force sent out ones weather mission, usually flown by a heavy bomber,
about svery day.

The weather proved to be an enemy even more serious to the American
fliers than the Japanese, A misslion from Umnak might look forward op-
timisticelly te dodging the antisircraft fire which the enemy delivered,
but not to travelling over some 600 mi_'l.es of deadly cold water under

weathier conditions that could change more rapidly than the planes could
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fly. Even the most up-to-date information could not with certainty forecast
the weather far enough shead to cover one of t.h;so long-range attacks in
8 reglon where ths storms themselves were incubated, During thet

summer only 10 to 15 per cant of U, S, alsalon reached the targst and
bombed. Those that were not recailed in accordance with adverss

weather information frequently found the target completely overcast

with fog or low namging clouds. On an aversge of 82 psr cent of the

time the ceiling in the Alautians is below 5000 feat, with visibility
legs than 6 mile= for an average of one-third of the time. OConsequently,
many of the bombing runs had tc be made at low altitude or even by
dead-recioning, with bearings taken Irom the old volecanic crater which
provided almost the only landmerk in the outer islands. Of course,

the weathar worked both ways, and discouraged the enemy from undertaking
very many long-range raids with the few heavy, four-sngine flying boats
they had assembled at Xiska.

The Japanesa spent the sunmer consolidating and expanding their
position. Even during June it was estimated that they had doubled their
instsliations. Tney apparently concentrated their efforis on defense,
anticipating just such long-range attackes as they received from ihe
Umnak bese. Their radar warning system seems to have worked with very
god results, for the U, 5. bombers almost always encounteresd rigorous
snd immediste antisircraft fire—usually conocsntrated on breaks in the
cloud formations and usually accurate. In apite of serious bhlows to
their shipping, delivered by the Army bombers and by the Navy's
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submarines, they continued to supply their bases more than adequately.
By 1 September the situstion had becoms clearly unstable: neithe:
side could afford to continue the routine thrust and parry which had
been necessitated by the extreme distance separsting the opposing bases.
Ths Japanese had settled down for a brsathing spell beyond the point
whera U. 5. bombers could operate without discouragiung risk. They had
gsinad ihe respite they needed, had adjusted their plans to meet the
gitustion created by the establishment of U, S. air bases at Umnaek and
Cold Bay, and were ready to extend their control of the Western Islands.
Unless they could extend their sontrcl eastward along the causeway, they
would be seriously threatened in the bases they already eccupled by
. U, S. efforta to extend their striking power to the westward, and they
soom to have had no doubt about the need for holding a strong peaition

in the Aleutians. PFrom such a positien they could gusrd agsinst any

Junetion of forceas between U. S. and Russia, prevent any serlous atiempt
against Jepan proper by way of the Kurile Islands, and constitute a
conatant and very real threat to U. 8. positions. For exactly the
opposite reasons it was clear to U, 5. authorities that bases should

be estabkiished from which operations against Kiska and Attu could be
conducted more frequently, wore readily, and more effectively. All
strategic considerations pointed in that diraction; and in view of the
fact that the Japanese were reported reconnoltering Adak and Amchitka
and other potential operating bases between Kiska and Umnak, it appeared

that action to be succeasful would have to be undertaken very soomn.
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Toward the end of the summer, therefore, the Aleutian campaign became
focussed on those islands which could be made into operating fields for
land-based planes. For the time being it was a question of Adak in
particular, for that island not only possessad good terrain for con-
structing landing strips but lay zt a convenient aistance between
Umnek and Kiska--convenient, that is, for the side that could get there
firsi;. Happily lor the allied cause, the American forces wers able to
land successfully on Adak en 31 August.

Two days beforas Colonel Castner, G-2 for ADC, led a party of intelll-
gence scouts to Adak, siipping in to the ialand at midnight on rubbes
boats launched from submarines., Between perinds of hiding from Japanese

reconnaissance planes they managed to survey the island's possibilities

and to signal watchful PBY*s which in turn carriad word back to the
weiting task force. A%t dawn on the 31st a convoy of cargo boats and
transport scows carrying troops, guna, and enginsering equipment moved
in on Adak under cover of the Navy guns., Bombers and fighters Irom
element.s of the Eleventh Air Force provided an aerial screen for the lsnd-
ing force whils the Navy's PBY's conducted wide ssa searches.

¥ork on the landing strip and on gun emplacements began at once.
Taking a leaf from the Japanese book of tactics, the U. S. forces took
adventage of a stretch of obscure weather which, while it certainly
added to the difficulties of landing and of construction, kept the
enemy from becoming a serious nuisance. To occupy them still further
and keep them busy at Xiska and Attu, Eleventh Air Ferce bombers con-

ducted missions to the Kiska arem. Incredible as it may soem, on the
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very day of the ianding a flight of P-38's accompanied the bombers in
what was at that time one of the longest fLighter combat missions ever
rlown--~from Umak to Kiska, a metter of over 600 milas. By 10 September
enough of a runway had been shaped out of the volcanic soil of Adak
to permlit a bomber to land. Fighter= and bombers moved in hetween that
date and the 13th under the sye of General Butler himself. Thiz mush-
room field, constructed slmoat over night, cut down the striking distance
betwean the opponents by about one-half.

Without losing a moment, Coneral Butler turned the advantage the
new advanced base gave to the side which had the striking force. On
the very next day (the lith) the first major attack was launched from

v Adak against Kiska. Twelve B-2i,'s, each with two tons of high explosive

and incendiary bombs scered over Kiska harbor a% wave-clipping levels,
supported by 14 P~39's and 14 P-38t's. They shot down 5 Japshase planes
and bombed 3 surfaced submarines, a 4~engine bomber, 3 lerge cargo
vesseis and 2 minesweepsra. About 500 of the enemy were killed by the
rurious straring of the camp ares, while the bonbers set the buildings
on fire with their incendiaries. The only U. S. casualties were suffered
as » result of thes collision of 2 P-38's, both overzsalous arfter the
same target.

The raid of 1 September 1942 had proved nayona doubt that, once

within striking distance of the enemy, the Eleventh Air Porce could
strike hard. It also insuguratsd a new phase of the Alentian campaign
during which the spsed of the air war became suddenly incressed. It

-2 -
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- was now possible to send bombers to Attu with good effect and to provide
Kiska missions with fighter escort. Under fighter protectlion the
bombers could make low-level sttacks with intensity snd so increase

the scourasy of their bombing and at the same tLime relieve themselvss
of at least some of the limitations pluced on them by the low cellings
8o prevalent in the 1slands.

It was also possible now for the Japansese to countarattack with
greater ease than before., But they wers naever allowed to take the
offensive exsept for a few rstaliatory raids over Adak. 3Since the early
days of June it had been evident that the Elaventh Air Force could more
than match air power with the Japansse. With apparently limited
resources, the anwy had originslly alected to hold a position to
which reinforceranta conld be breught with leass risk than to a bass
nearer Alaska. As tima went on, they foundi it impossible to do more
than meintzsin a minimum force becauss the U, 5. asttacks kept their
reinforcements cut down about s rapidly as they came in., Such rein-
forcemants as they could muater they brought in erated and boxed from
Parssmshiro on small transports. Thers thoy ususlly assembled at Attu,
though sonetimes they sent them diraectly to Kiska. But in spite of ener-
getic offorst in this direction, their air force seldom if ever excesded
1 planes and was usually much smaller. No sconsr would they assemble
a fax single-float or double~float eircraft than & raid by the Eleventh
Air Force would either destroy them in the alr or wreck them in the
water. As yet they had no facilities for land-based aireraft. On
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29 Septembar 1942, for example, U. §. planes accounted for 5 Jaspaness
fighters in combat over Kiska; en 5 Ocfober 1942 they destroyed 6 mora.
On 9 November 1942 a force of 4, P-33's and 1 B-17 strafed and bombed
8 enemy fighters in Holtz Bay, Attu, where they ware probably awalting
transfer to Kiska after having been brought in and assembled ithere.
This left the Jspanese virtually without air support. On the average
Lmerican Tighters destroyed half the fighter oppesition they sncountered
on each raid. 7The result was that, even when they had planes to work
with, the Japanese avoided combat as far as possible and pressed their
attack on bombing formations only at the moment when the takget was
reached, hoping no douht to distract the attackers to such an extent
. that their efforts could be nepligivlie.
Tha Agarican occupation of Adak and sussequent schion led rapidly
to another ¢risis In the Aleutian air war, to another situation in which
naither side couid sifford to sit still. Again it became & question which
side could take aggresslive action first and most effectively. Again
the strategic weight centared on air power; and once more the Eleventh

Air Force had superiority in the &ir,

For that roason Japanese actlon would necessarily be directed sither
to neutralizing the U. S. base at Adak from which most of Kigka's grief
had originnted since the 14th of September, or to secure a base more
favorable than Kisia for opurating land-bzsed planes wi.ich alone ecould
meet the Fleventh Air Force with opposition in kind. The only other

alternstive would be to cig in still more deeply on Kiska znd Attu and

-23 -
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try to withstand whatever siege might be imposed ox; them or to withdraw,
a move which in the Japanese plan of atrategy would be the last resort.
Pressure from the American forces indicated that a siege would be dis-
sstrous; submarine and bomber attacks on shipping had already produced
& shortage of food and clothing as well as planes and that situation
would only deteriorate still more unless checked by aggressive action.
But the aggressive possibilities alao presen'i:.ed difficuities. To
neutralize the U. S. position at Adsk would require carriers, nons of
which were apparently available, and at lesast two divisiona of ground
troops with suitable support and supply and with the asasurance of
about 50 per cend casualty. To establish a new base for land-based
aircraft sesmed much more feasible. Potential ones exiated at seversl
points, including Amchitiks, Shemyo, Agettu. Kiska and Attu could also
be developed for this purpose. Occupation of Amchitka or some flanking
action such as occupation of ths Semichls aamud.mat likely. With
thewe possibilities in mind, the American forces had io shape their
pians for aggressive action. ’

By the middle of October the opposing forces stood in sbout the
following strength: in addition to heavy ground forces at Umnask, the
U. S. forces had at Adak 3 heavy bomberdment squadrons (2 B-24's and
1 B-17) and 3 fighter squadrons (P-40, P-39, P=-38)., lost of thess
planes, with the exception of the P-39's which were out of commission

as a result of mechanica}l trouble, were in righting shape. The

Japanese had about 5,000 men on Eisks with adequate ground armament.
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They had built several camps with hangars, shops, huts, radar stations, and
heary, medium, and 1light gun emplacements. Since the raid of 1,
Septembar tley had disperssd or campuflaged their facilltles very
cleverly. Currently, they were noticed to be building & zubmarine
base,

Japanese plans seeam to have been in a state of flux at this point.
It was obvious that if Xisks were to be kept {and there sppearesd to be
little doublt on that issue), some rearrangement of forces would have to
be made, At first it looked &s though they planned to concentrate
their entire strength at Kiska. They had evacusted Attu sbout 22
Septembor. But Atiu possessed virtues, both as s potential base for
land planes snd as a reinforcing depot for the main force at Kisks, so
about 20 October Japencsa forces wers once more opsrating frox Holty
Bay. It was slso obviocus that something must be done to relisve thelr
supply sltuation, They were still able to bring in a couple of
transports psr week supplemented by submarine supply and tha usa of
50 foot barges to run supplies through the many dangerous waters near
Kiska. But their shipping loasses had heen heavy. Moreover, the in-
creasing garrison of Kisks presented increasing demands ror supply; and,
as early as Septembsr, food and clothing wore subjects much on the winde
of the Japanese authorities.

Late in November 1942 the enemy mads an attempt to establish itself
on the Semichis, where the best site exiated for & lanaing fieid within

efrective distance of the U, S. forces, A convoy was reporfed on its

-2y~
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way to occupy the Semichis, but, when spotted by Navy patrol planes
while still west of Attu, it decided to return to Parasushiru rather
than risk attack. This action appears sither to have been over-cautious
or t0 hava reflected less striking power than the situation required.
Had the plan been carried out, the Jepegnese would have galned freedom
of action almost equal to that which they had possessed in June.

In December the enemy was noticed trying another approasch. ‘This
time they were apparently contemplating the occupation of Amchitks which
ha¢ the positive virtue of offering a site for a landing field, and
which, on the negative side, constituted a standing threat to Kisks
itself, should American forces occupy it. The latter had besen well
avare of ths strategic importance of Amchitka., Lying within B85 ailes
of Xiska harbor it offerad a position of unrivalled power to & force
strong snough to explolt i under the very eyes) as it were, of the
snemy. And the Eleventh Air Force had been able to more than maintain
its inferiority in the air, in spite of the comstant, if not copicus,
flow of air reinforcements from Japan,

On 12 Pebruary 1943 U, 5. forces occupisd Amchitka, Probably the
eneny felt scarcely able with its already strained supply line and ita
relative weakness in air protection to extend itaslf fatther in the
direction of the U, S. air power. Whatever the reason, its failure to
follow up reconnaissance of the island in effect doomed its garrisons
at Kiska and Attu. As in the occupation of Adak, the Eleventh Air Force
provided support for the landing operation by pounding the Kiska in-
stallations, thersby keeping thes Japanese air striking force {sbout 9

- 26 -
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" single-float planea mnd i twin-float planes) tied to its bases. Uniis
of the XI FPighter Commend with a squadron of R.C.A.P. fighters attached
for tactical control, supplied necessary cover and air warning service
for the advanced bssez at Cold Bay, Umnak, Dutch Herbor, Kodiak, and
hdak. Planss of the flest Air Wing Pour provided the wide sea search
negcessary for loacting enemy forces. Aa at Adak, the chief enemy during
the landing was the weather. Gales and willimaws with gusts up to 60
miles and losded with sleet and snow harasssed the U. 3. forces., The
result waz that nf the very considersble loases suffered by tha Eleventh
Air Porce, all were operational losses. In addition to bad icing con-
ditiona and poor visibility, the air striking force was hampered by the
fact that Adak landing field had besn fiooded by excessive rains, making
uniinterrupted operations from that strategic peint lmpossible, Conse-
quently, Amchitka was vulnerable until the landing strip could be com-
pleted. But the Japanese gavs little trouble. Owing in part to the
thick weathaer which could be made to work for nther agencies than the
Japanese srmy, they aspparently failed to notice the activity on Amchitka
until 24 January when they dispatched a serles of light and generally
ineffective attacks on the harbor.

REven these token efforts cama to an end when on 17 Pebruary 1943

Warhawks and Lightnings landed on the new Amchitka fighter strip. From

that date a new phase of the campaign began. U, S, fighters commended
the air over Kisks and, more important, for the first time regular
shuttle-bombing of that island by fightar alreraft became possibls.

- 27 -
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The first such mission was sent to Kiska on 3 March 1943 and from then
on it became standard procedurs for P-40's and P-38's to carry snything
up to one 1000~1b. demolition bomb each for the systematic reduction
of the Japaaese garrisen. When it became possible to have bombers at
Amchitka, the Japsnese not only suffered increassd hammering at both
their island bases but found it next to lmpossible to bring in supplies
systemztieally by surface transport. In short; the Aleutian campaign
became nore than ever a battle of supply——and a very unequal ons at thabl.
Though the eneny seemed to possess cepabllities for offense which the
U. S« forces could not overlook, the occupation of Amchitka made the
. position of the Japanese In the Aleutlans in the long run untensble.
. Only » povwerful task force, sirong =nough to fight its way through the
neval and air blockade, could hope to establish the Kismke or At:tu
garrisons on anything like a level with the U. 3. task force, to say
nothing of driving the imericans from their positions in the outer
islands. And presgure elsewhere msde any such move unlikely.
Throughout, March and April of 1943 units of the Eleventh Air Force
nade increasingly severe bombing attacks on Kiska or Attu. Every
instellation and each item of shipping suffered ite share of the
attacxs, Special sttention was given to landing stripa then under
conatruction on both islands. The eneuwy had tried tc compensate for its
failure to establisn sdvasnced land-plane bases by constructing landing
atrips at home. The Kiska project was se thoroughly discouraged by

American bombing sorties that iw was never complsted. The Attu sirip
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proved more auccessful., During thaese weeks, an average of 4b sorties
per day operated over Kisks alone for thoss days on which bombardment
was possibla. Now that the distance from the target had been shortened,
conditlons were so ruch more favorable For operabing in doubtful weather
that only 13 per cent of the soritles to Kiska were abortive as compared
to 26 per cent from September 1942 to March 1943.

On 15 April the heavieat attack to dste was made on Kiska., One’
hundred twelve planes participated in reids shich began at 7:30 AJM.
and did not end until 8:30 P.¥. Ninsty-two tons of demolition and frag-
mantation bombs were droppad by hzavy snd medium bombere and by bomk-
laden fighters. Pollow'ng the bombing runs, Lhe fighters straled
antiaireraft positions and  parked aireraft. Photos taken subme-
quent to the abtaclk showed damage to the submarine base, main rallway
and radar position, Ten buaildings #ere desiroyed and many more
danaged. A small vesgel in the harbor exploded and sank. Of ihe attack-
ing force, one plane (s B-24) wne shot down.

An event took place on 24 April 1943 which, 1f 1t did not determine

the course of the campaign, ot least emphasizad the hopelessness of the

enemy's position. Apparently in an endeavor fto aid the garrisons at Attu
and Fiska in force sufficient to change the latiter's fortunes, the
Japanesa had dispatched a Tairly heavy naval force to conwoy supplies

to the islands. A lighter U. 5. naval lorce engaged it between Aitu and
the Xoxrtandorskl Islands and so battered it that it was forced to turn
back. This attempt to run the American blockade represents the last

known effort to supply either garrison by surface vessels. From then

2y - ﬂ ;
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on, whatever supply was received had to come by way of submarines, a
wethod totally inadequate for anything witimately more ambitious than
a delaying force.

In May the intensity of the serial sttack shifted Irom Kiskae to
Attu as a result of plans to occupy the latter. The recapture of the
island began on the 1lth and the first cosbat sorties in support of the
landing were sent on that day. During the following 19 days air support
nissions were dispatcﬁed daily with only two exceptions when weather
conditions forced the cancellstion of all air operations. Reports show
559 sorties, including weather and reconnaissance missions with the
P-38ts performing more than their shars (30 per cent). Approximately

- 156 tons of hoabs were dropped on Attu and about 35 tons more were
intended for Attu but were taken to Xiska as a secondary target because
of bad weather or visibility at Attu. Coordination of air and ground
operations was carried out by a llaison officer who assigned targets
to the various flights or sent them to Xiska if conditions were not
favorsble at Attu. U. 8. troops received supplies from B-24's which
dropped provisions when the need arose.

On two occasions during the Attu action the Japanese seni aircralt
up in opposition to the U. 5. task force. On 23 Kay, batwean 12 and

15 Mitsubishi two-engine land planes attacked U. 5. naval vessels neer
Holts Bay, but mcored no hits. The following day brought 16 Mitsublshi
bombers in an attack mission over U. S. positions on the island. They

wers intercepted %y 5 P-30's which shot down 5 of their nunber and mey

..jp...
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have destroyad 7 more at the loss of 2 P~-38's and one pilot. The eneay
Jjettisoned their bopbs &8s soon as they saw the Lightanings appreach.

. The valus of the air arm had besn demonstrated malnly during the
weeks of routine bombing that preceded the lending. Afterwards, though
useful in sporadic bombing and strafing of enemy positions, it was
sadly limited by the weather which had in other weys favored the
caxpeign. One~third of the planes sent up failed teo reach the primary
target. "Am still fighting weather in addition to Japs™ wes the comment
made by an air officer which epitomized the alr action in general.

After the completion of the Attu campaign the full power of the
Eleventh Air Porce could be turned on Kiska. As in the case of Adsk

_ and of Amchitka, the occupation of Attu gave the Amsrican forcas a

suddenly enlarged area of activity and made poasible an abruptly
accellorated air campaign. It wasz now feasible to operate from Attu
as well as from Adak and Amchitka. The Jepenese had left a landing
strip on Attu which could readily be turnad to the use of the U. 5.
bombers; and the loss of this landing field deprived the eneay of the
only useful one they had. Since the only hope the Japanese had of

matching Amsrican sir power in the Aleutians lay in establishing
facilitios for ground-based avizilon, this constituted a doubly serious
reverse.

During June and July the tempo of the air attack on Kiske increased
almost daily. So complstely wars the elements of the Eleventh Air Force

in coamsnd of the uls that they were able thres times to go far beyond

..3]_...
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the Aleutian battle area to strike at the Parsmushiru-Shumishu staging
ares from which, if at all, any evemy relnforcement worth considering
would be dispatched. On 10 July 1943, 8 Miichells were sent from Attu
to Paramushiru. A selid overcast prevented reconnalssance, which was
the main object of the mimsion, but the planes dropped 15,000 pounds of
bombs on & dead-reckoning time run. Seven Liberators had been sent to
follow the Nitchells but were diverted to engage cargo vessels discovared
by PBY radar contact., In low-level sttacks, they sank two ships and
damaged two others. On 13 July and again on 11 August raids were made
on Paramushiru, During the latter attack 3 Liberators scored hits on
several builcings near the naval base and fought off sharp fighter
resistance st the expense of 2 of thseir omn number,

The inferior range and striking power of the air srm, combined with
systemabic sea and alr patrols conducted by ihie Navy, gradually made
the position of the Kiska garrison dintenshle. During June and July
greatly increassd enemy submarine activiby had been noticed, ludicating
that ths only supply 1line lalft opean to tha garrison lay under water,
and the vigllance of navy and air force made sven that tenuous line
insscure. In June zt lsast 3 enemy subs wers sunk in the neighborhsod
of XKiska {on 1ith, 13th, and 22d). The heaviest attack delivered by
the Eleventh Air Force bombers in any one day took place on i August.
Six pisslions from Adsk and 12 missions from Amchitka, Involving flights
of B-24, B-25, P-38, P-LD, and A-2i aireratt, pounded Kiske with a total

of 4,114 pounds of high explosives and incendiaries within a pariod
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As early as 22 July photo raeconnalssance indicated what might have
Leen preparations on the part of the garrison to svacuate the island.
On the 28th, the Kiska radio lspsed into silence., Early in August
photographs showed trucks parked in roads in the same places day after
day and gave evidahce of little if any activity in the harbor arsas.
It is sltogether likely that the maln body of the garrison left the
island on the night of 28 July 1943. But it left behind a remarkably
cleverly organized rear-guard shich munaged to hold the U. S. task
force with its overwhelming power at bay for more than two weeks., Almost
avery day for the Iirst two weeke of August the naval force shelled Kiska
installations and the AA¥ bombers deliversd a crushing weight of ex-
plosives. Though the Navy's guns drew no answering fire from Kiska's
ahore guns and though the bombing mission encountered practically no
antiaireraft opposition except scattered bursts of smell-arms fire, the
American tssk force took no chances. Reconnaissance over Paramushiru on
the 1ith had showed a large surface force still assembled there capable
of reinforcing Kiska, and it was believed that the Kiska garrison aight
havs abandoned the main camp ares only to resort to a perimetsr defenss.
Whatever mey have heen the snemy's plans in dstall, thers was no guestion
about, his complets evacuation of Kiska, for when U. S. forces landed on
15 August 1943 they encountered no oppesition at all——not sven any

Japaness solaiers.
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The Aleutian campaign snded in this decisive, if alightly anti-
climatical, victory. The Japanese had been forced not only to give up
any attempt to press their invasion of the Westarn Hemisphera but to
abandon aven those positions which they had clearlyvalued for their
defensivs i-porbanc'o. Nothing but ocesn now lay betwesn ths Japanese
outposts in the Kurile Ial.ar;da and the American baase at Attu., And
the Kleventh Air Force had demonstrated that it was feasible to opsrate
aggressively from that base. The Aleutian campaign had given the
American forces mastery in the Morth Paciric and the strateglc value
of Alasks and the Alsutian Islands had baen proved. lore than that,
the campaign had illuatratsd the prosminence of land-based alr power

. in that reglon.

In the process of fighting the Japanese in the north, the Eleventh
Alr Porce had amasawd a great deal of knowledge sbout fighting under
the unique conditions imposed by Alsutian weather and terrain. HMost
valuable of all tactics developed was that of low-level honbing which

parmitted increased accuracy in hombing small targets, such as shipa,

and alfowed the bombing missions in some degrse tc circumvent the weather
by approsching their target from beneath the perpetually low ceiling.
This method of attack had first been used on 1i June auring the esrly
days of the campaign and was developsd as the air war progreasad. 0Oddly
snough, the chief dirriculty sncounterad in this deck-iavel attack arose
from the faulty operation of the time-fuses. An Instance recurrad in

which & bomb was seen Lo pass entirely Lhrough a carge ship without
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exploding, leaving no damage behind it except two holes in the ship's
hull., Gradually, however, that problem wss met and solved in that,
during the later months of the campsign, low level attacks were dellvered
with deadly effeet. During the cold weather almost constant trouble
arose from squipment improperly winterized, a fact which incapacitated

& lsrge number of planes. 48 for the planes themselves, the teat of
combat pronounced the P-33, the B-25, and the B-24 the most useful in
thelr respective categries for operations in the north, ILong rangs amd
the abillty to land safaly on rugged and lmperfact fields proved to be

] the qualities most valued im the bombers. The ability tc combine range,
' speed,/ ;::taction with deadly strafing snd boumbing effect made the P-~38
ths moat valued plane of them all in the late stages of the campaign when

the U. 3. bases had been moved within convohient reach of the target.
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ATSTOFICAL LATA PARTAINING TO THE ML.oVENTE AlR FORCE

1935 Wileox B{11 (K.E. 7023} provided for an Alaskan air brre.
1940
12 Aug FaJs Eversty S. Davie mnd two anlisted men reporied to the

Alaskn Defsnce Force, uader the command of Col., Simon Bolivar
Buakner, This was the vanguard of the Elsveath Alr Foree.

Dec The advanced sahelon of 3he 23d ALr Nasa Ov. arrived at Forg
RElchardson o 1 December 1940, 3By the snd of Decenbsr, 25
nen of the 3d Alr Base Gp. hud arrived ${n Anchorage and werse
in sultadle housing.

A94%

Tob The Alasimn lofsnes "orce war reorganized as the Alxrim
Jafenss Command, under the Yourth Army, with General Buckner
ay Commanding General and Kajor lLavis, in additvion to hie
otuer duties, becans Chiaf of Aviation, Alasln Lefsnse
ot nnd.

14 Mar Units of the 28th lommasite Group arrived in Alasks.

29 'ay The Air Fleld Yorces, Alaska Defenwe Command, was activated
e the sunreaw Alr Corps organizakien in Alaska.

2 June ¥ajor Davls awsuned comsand of the Alr Fleld Torces, Alasks
Dafanse Comumand,

17 Got The Alr Fleld Yorasa becane Alr Farce, Alania Lefense Commumnd
under gomoand of L. Col. X« S. Davisa

P& Nov Constiruction of an aly field at Usnak approved, providing
aArn advanced opersving base in the Alsutiana.

Il Dee Frovisfional Pursuit Iaterceplor Commend mekivatad.

15 van alaskan Alr Force actlvated from the Alr Farce, ADC, Oel.

A" 5* Dawis in coasnnd.

5 Feb Aluxian Alr Foroe redssignated -~laventh Alr Yorce, Ool. K. S.
Davis, commandar.

17 Feta Cols L+ #s Dunlsp assumed comnand of EZleventh Alr Farce.

8 ar Col. ¥Willlam O, Tutlwr sasumed cosnsnd sf Eleventh Alr Foree
{procoted to Brig. Gen. 17 larch 1942).

14 par X1 Interceptor Command agtivated.
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3 June

1120 June

11 June

21 June
1-31 July
1 July

30 July
30 Aug=

3 Sep
1~13 Swp

1% sep

14 Sep~
Deo

14 Sep

2223 Sem

Jepaness task force attzoked Dutch FHarbor and was met by
apparsatly unsxpeated opposition from AAF uniés that had
besn rushed to the newly constructed bases at Usnak and
Cold Bay.

51% bonber mimmions %o Kisks succeasfully carried vul.
Qthere sancelled owing to weather.

The Jaranese foarce, having glven up any further efforts
in ths reglon of Iuich Harber, was reporded on Astn and
Kiska in the owter Aleutiaz Islands....Klaveath Alr Vorece
long range hombers nade ihe flrat soncsrisd attacsk ea
‘i.hl

Pravisional XI Air Force Service Comuand astivated.
Xight wuccessful bomber misslons flown.

L1 Boxbar Comnand (Provistonal) meotivated.
Eleventh Alr ¥orce Servige Command {redesignation).

U. 5. ground forces lanied on Adak, supported by alr and
naval forpoes.

Construction work in progress st Adak, contlauously covered
by patyols of B~-28's, P-2Hls, and P-40ly,

Lart raid on Kiska Wy Zlwventh Air Forea planes from Unnak
LasmeansAdak fiald haceme operntioanl.

The spend of the alr war during this pariod was acoslerated
ap & Yepuit ¢f oparations from the advancs base at Adnk.
Kalum wers now tonducted on Kiska with the aid of fighter
supporit.. Bombers could now LYs msent ¢ Attu.

Firsgd major raid on Kigka from Adek by Eleventh Alx Yarcs
plenas, Our alroraft sxecuted a soordinated low-altltude
bosbing snd s¥rafing attack on snamy shipping and installa-
tieny at kiska. Two alneswespers wers sunk, 4irech hits
wers scored on shras large anrge ships, several small
vonsels and barges. Large firss were started in the dase
and eap aresw. Your 7eres and s biplane floadplane wvere
pn0t dowm in flanes and aesn to orash. One four-saglned
patrol plane war Barned iz the water. We lost twe plares
as 2 result of & collision.

fieconnnissnae of Attu on thie date indicates Jap forces
have evacuated ths island.
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28 Sep A strong fores of Apny bornbers snd pursuits acaorpanied
by Boyal Caznadimn Alr Force planes atiscked shors instal-
lations and snips as Kiska. Seven ssaplane fighters were
destroysd on the watsr and an i hth was shot down, snd
one transport was damaged.

29 Jep Uy 5. planes accounted for five Japanese fighters 1n combat
over KisYa.

5 Dot ix nore Japanene fighters destroysd.

12 Qot The Fleld Hqe., Zleventh ily Forces was extablished ad
AGRK.

7 Nav Cacupatfon by Javanesw of Holtx Hay, Attu, reported, the
firet indication of sneuy activily i{m ittu for some time.

9 Sov s Dx hesavy bo.herr destroyed eight flceat Teroce af Holéz
Bay, Attu.

20 Nec heavy nné nedfuz bonders sscorted by Tighters dropped 52

5C0~1Vs boumbe on Kiska and the mrea was thorowghly strafed
by flghters,

i2 Jan Anchltikp was oooupied by U. 5. forcss. An alrfield was
condiructed thers which placed the atriking fores of the
Aleventi Alr Foroe within 63 nsutioal miler of Kiska.

17 Yeb Pagh’s nnd P=38'g landed on ths new inchitkn fighter strip.
The sdvent 97 thess fighter planes gave the U. 5. forees
coinand of the alr over Kiska.

Mar-Apr Tha sir offencive L unached from Auchitkm, against Attu and
flswa lncreased in tenpo. An evarage of 46 zorties ter day
operated aver Lklisks alone on daya daring which bHoabardment
was poanlible.

3 tar Pudi's pnd P=38%s of Wlaventh Alr Yoroe beogan ahuitle boud~
ing of Kiskn.
27 Mar The advanced ¥ield Healquarters, Sleventh Air Force, was

established on Amcaltks under counand of Col. o+ V. Hars,
Tactical Commander of tae Xleventh Aly Ferce.

15 Apr Heavleut attack to (ate on Kiske, 112 planes parsicipating
in rald which dropped P2 tons of demolition and fragnenia-
tion bonbe, damaging sudbnarine base, main railway and radar
positions, many bulldings, ané onw auzall vessel. Of the
attacking force ope plune, a B-24, was zhot dowa,
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24 Apr The Japaness unde the lust Xznown atieapt to suppliy Shelr
. Alentinn garrisons »y aurfaee vessela. A Japaness naval
fares was sngaged by a lighter U. S. maval foras betwesn
Attu sad the Lomandoreki Islands, snd fereed to return to
1ts base.

11 May Us. 3. foreces riade landings on AYyy, supported by Elsveath
Alr Yoree and naval gun firs. This actlon resulted in
complete socunstion of she Lsland By 1 June.

June- luring this peried Xinkn was subjected to inoreasingly hesvy
July boxbardnent from Elaventh Air Force planes.

10 July The Paramushiru-shimushu area in the Northern Kuri{le Islands
war bombed for the first %ime by Eklaventh Air Torce borbers.
Eight B-25's participated in $hia a3tack, dropping elght tome
of boabs, and scoring hite on the southsrn part of Shinmushu
Island, Parsmushira 33rait, and Nerthern Paresushiru Islmnd.
Eo 4A fire and no snemy alroraft sighted,

18 Juiy Six Ba24's attaocked Parswushiru~Shimushn sres.

' 11 Ang Faramushiru and Shisushy in the Xuriles were raided by aine
Alautinan-based B.24%y,

15 Aug Xinke was oocupled by groumd $roeps wiihowt apposition,

8-16 Sep On the 13th, sight Bu24%s ana 1% 3-26's of the Xlevanth Alr
Foras attagked FParamushirn and Shimushy Islands in the
Xuriles. JYour of our Plnnes are known 4o have besn lost and
#ix others falled to retura. Sevsn planes landsd on Xemekatkn
and the fliers werwm interned by Busaia.

Oct A faw weattered eneny planes attacred the Aleutians fron
tine $2 tine,

17 Maye Klevanth ily Forss schivities consisted of interuitieng
15 Nay bonbing a¥tacks and Tegonnalssance missiens on the Kurile
Islnnds.

17 kmy B«24's of the Zleventh Aly Force boabed Matsuwe 1sland, in
the despest asrial Ponetration nade inte the Xuriles to date,
lesn than 500 miles frow the Jepanese sainland a Hokkxaido.
¥o opponition wap enaountared.

10-19 Apr  Exemy installations 1n tre northera Iurile Islands were
rubjected ¢ dally attack By susll nusbers of Navy Venturaw
and Elevsath Alr Force B-24's fronm 10 April. Parssushiry
whs Boabed seven tizes, Cnekotan Inland was astacked tvice
and Shasukotan and Matsuwn were sack hit once. Installadions
on Shlmushu, tne northernrost Island vare attacked $hres

: timas. No olenem were losd. Cily once before--in mid-Mareh—-
had thera been sush a sustalned attnak apgainet the Xurfles.
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