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  F o r e w o r d

.:
. :  This monograph treats the airborn e missions fl own by American

troop carrier units in the Mediterranean area during World War II
as case histories in the development of a type of warfare in which
the United States had no previous experience. For this reason
much attention is given to the background of plans, preparation

'
,

and training preceding the missions and to the impact of the mis-
sions on the development of doctrine.

  ,,
As might be expected the history of these unprecedented opera-

  tions deals with mistakes and mishaps as well as achievements.  The diff iculties and problems of airborne operations are carefull y
examined; at the same time the monograph brings out the tremen-dous value of vertical warfare when employed under proper
conditions.

This study was written by D r .
J ohn C

.
W arren of the U SA F

Histo rical D ivision, A ir University, Maxwell A ir Force B ase, Ala-
  bama.

The original of this monograph and the documents from
  which it was written are in thc USAF Historical Division, Archives

Branch.Like other Historical Division studies, this history is subject to
revision, and additional information or suggested corrections will
be welcomed.

 

  .

.

.
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,:
-   Background

_
O N THE NIGHT of 7; 8 November 1942 the were usuall y pooled into temporary organizations

United States Army Air Forces fl ew its to help transport the equipment and ground per-
fi rst combat airborne mission. As part of the sonnel of air combat units from base to base. Al-  A llied invasion of North A frica (T OR C H )

,
39 tho ugh the U nitcd States h ad pioneered in this

  C-4 7's of the 60th T roop Carrier G ro up set out use of tran spo rts beginning in 193 1
, no steps h ad

fr  m England
, carrying a battalion of p aratroops been taken to organize them. It was noted in Sep-

to occ upy airfi eld s in A lgeria near the city of Oran . tember 19 39 th at " . . . transport squadrons have
At that time the United States had had only two had to be improvised fot every maneuver GHQ

years of experience with airborne operations, an d has undertaken." '
that experience ha d been on a very small scale .

D riven by an urgent need for fi ghters and
- An experimental p arach ute platoon h ad b een or- bo mbers, an d infl uenced by a beli ef th at transports

-
  ganized in J uly 1940

, pa rt ly under the stimulus of co uld always be bo ught " off the shelf
,
"   the A ir

the spectacular success of German airbome opera- Corps placed almost no new orders for such craft
• tions in Norway and the Low Countries, and had in 1939 or in the fi rst half of 1940. In June 1940

madc its fi rst group jumps on 22 August. In this policy was abruptly changed, and by the mid-
' Septemfier 1940 the platoo n had been expanded dle of 194 2 no le ss than 11,

80 2 med ium transports

.
into a battalio n, which was soon followed b y three were on order .

H owever,
it had not been po ssible

more . In February 1942 the four battalions be- to buy thousands of transport planes " off the
• came regiments, and in August of that year an shelf." Exactly 5 were delivered in the last half

infantry division was split to serve as cadre for of 1940, and at the end of the year the Air Corps
• two airborne divisions. However, until November had a total of I22 transport s, mostly obsolescent.

" 194 1 the AA F had neve r dropped more th an one O nly 133 more were delivered in 194 1. It is h ardly
- company at a time and h ad rarely been able to surprising that in Jun e 194 1 th e A AF could not

_
do that . sp are a dozen planes for paratroop training and

s This meager achievement resu lted fro m an e x- th at it had to strain its resou rce s to provide 39

treme sho rtage of transp ort p lanes and p ilots. A s planes for airborne operation s in the N ovember

• early as Feb ruary 19 33 the A ir Corp s h ad set up maneuvers of 194 1.g

transport units to provide air freight service for For three or four mvnth s after Pearl Harbor
_ the depots of its Materiel Division, but, li mited the lack of cargo planes was aggravated by the

to that function, these units grew very slowly.
desperate need for air transport during mobiliza-

•
' = When wa r bro ke a ut in 1939 , the M ateriel D i- tion .

In Janu ary and Febru ary 1942 complaints
+
. vision h ad only one transpo rt group of fo ur squad- were made th at F ort Benning, th e center of air-

rons with n ine o r ten planes apiece.
In add ition borne train ing, h ad h ad no planes assigned to it

to these, the A ir Corps h ad nearly a hundred Vans- since 7 December 194 1, although a few "miscel-
' port aircraft in the hands of t actical units wh ich laneous" transports h ad been sent th ere on loan .

used ihem individually as part of the un it trans- E ven in M arch
, the A A F A -3

, although agreeing
i -_ po rt ation . In maneuvers, to be sure, ihese planes that Benning needed a transport group for its air- .

t
ti
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•   Background AtttsoxN  Missto  s Ix Ttte MEnrrExtteNt:Atv 1942-1945 - 3

ing of airbo rn e forces. The A irborn e Command (T roo p Carrier Command) was directed early in
r - ( later the A irborne Center) was cstablished on 23 May to have fvur transpo rt groups ready for

March 1942, replacing the Provisional Parachute movement to England by 1 August and four more
Group, which had been formed in 194 1 under the by September. The command did its best, even to

, Infantry School. Then, as a natural sequel, an Air curtailing the training of its other groups, but it
•   Transport Command was set up on 30 April 1942 could not produce pilots and navigators overnight.  Indeed, it had diffi culty in getting enou,g

h eaperi-to organizc and train A ir Transport units for all forms enced pilo ts to serve a s instruc to rs .
B y Se pte m be r 

  of Air Transport with spccial emphasis on the conduct
of operatio ns invo lving the air movement o f airborne Only two gro ups , the 60 th and 64 th ,

had be en sent
infantry, glider troops and parachute troops . . . . The to E nglan d

, and the 6 2d w as p re pa ring to leave .
primary initial objec tive will be to meet speci6ed re - E ve n w ithin tho se three g ro ups there w as a gre at
quirements for air-borne forces. d iff e re nce in q uality .

13

. To accomplish its mission it was given the SOth First and best of the three was the 60th, which

  Transport Wing and 12 transport groups, all there had been activated in Decembe r 1940. But even
were at that time in the United States.A the best was none too good. When inspected at

"!  On 20 June l 942 thc ncw Air Transport Com-
Westover on 26 May 1942 (just one month before

, man d was redesignated Troop Carrier Command,
its fi rst air echelon set out for England) the group

and the names of its subordinate units were like- was almost a new creation : although it had a fi ne
wise changed from "Transport" to "Troop Car- nucleus of experienced pilots of whom 18 had

rier."* The primary mission of the troop carrier over 1,000 hours to their crcdit, it had only 36
  units was de sc ribed as transpo rt of parachute out vf 60 authorized navigators .

A ll but one of

  troops, airbo rne infantry and glide r troops .
Per- the navigato rs were "fresh o ut of school w ith about

    formance of air freight activities K ithin theaters 50 hours." O nly 2 7 of its 52 planes had am ved."

    was to be acco mplished by t roop carrier units The 64th Group, which began its move overseas
"  tempo rarily attached to the theater air service in late July,

did not compare with the 60 th.
The

co mmand
.
"' Evidently the airb  rne mission of 62d was still less experienced

.
It did not dispatch

  the troop carrier units was foremost in the minds its fi rst air echelon to England until 22 Se ptember.
` ` of those who christened them. In practice, the The delay was needed to provide its men with a

unanticipated and overwhelming demand for air minimum of unit training. Most of its pilots had
  transport by both air and ground forces overseas graduated in midsummer from TCC.'s fi ve-week

- often diverted the troop carriers from their pri- transition training course, a course in which the
mary task

. Failure to foresee this demand has students did not solo until the next-to- last week.14
• been criticized as a mistake which delayed troop Headquarters, S l st T roop Carrier Wing landed

' carrier expansion beyond the 12-gro up limit." Qne in Scotland on 1 Septe mber 194 2 to comman d the
  may question whether in 194 2 a greater expansion trvop carrier gro ups in the U

.
K

.
It had been acti-

_
hy the troop carriers wo uld have been po ssible vated on 1 June specifi c ally fo r service overseas,

  ,. witho ut grave prejudice to other parts of the A A F the SOth Troop Carrier Wing being held in the
program.

United States to conduct training under the Troop

• One reason for the creation of special troop
Carrier Co mmand

.
The S l st was assigned directly

carrier and airbo rne infantry co mmands was the to the Eighth A ir Force .
A ctio n taken early in

: emergence of a specifi c airbo rne mission .
In Jan-

the summer to set up a tro op carrier eommand

uary 1942 none had ezisted
.

By March an air-
in England had been rescinded in July on the sup-

,°
_

borne assault in divisional strength was conte m-
Position that troop carriers overseas would "no r-
mally he assigned to support commands.- plated as part of BOLERO

, the build-up for a E arly in September,
just as the 5 1st Wing was

cross-channel invasion then scheduled for A p ril preparing to function, the decisions were taken
.

194 3
.

For this purpose A ir Transport Command
which two months later sent th troo arri r 'e p c e s m to

RSy the same order the name Air Trunsport Commend was ac tlOR in N o rt h A f rica .
T hro ugh o ut t he N o rth

¢iven to the former Ferrying Command. It was made responsi- A frtCan cam pa ign the wing and its thre e gro ups

'

  ble for inter-theater air transportation. Air Serv ice Command
continued to provide air freight within the United States for c t7itSt it uted the entire A llie d t ro op carrie r f o rce

' the AAF but did so by utilizing cammercial airlines on a con- ln th at t he ater o f o pe ratio ns .tract basis.
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  '   C H A P T ER 11

r

c

   
    The North Africa n M issions

.
Pla ns a nd Pre po ra t io ns fo r TORCH of vital importance to the who le African vperation.

T HE A NG LO -AM ER IC AN invasion of North
T hey were the only good airfi elds in western

  A lgeria .* French air forces based on them might,    A frica (T O RC H ) was conceived in July l 942
.By the end of the month the enterprise had been

if not ncutralizcd
,

be a fatal hindrance to T O RC H
.  F ull use of the po rt of Oran was almost essentialappro ved by the British and A merican gove rn-

I ments and cross-channel operations had been in-
to A llied success. Co ntrol of the air was a pre-

  defi nitely postpo ned
.

Howe ver,
detailed planning

requisite to et7ective use of the port , and conirol
  for T O RC H was delayed fo r many weeks by un-

of the airfi clds was a prerequisite to lasting control
I

cert ainty as to objectives . Lack of shipping ap-
of the a ir.

Tempo rary control the A llies hoped

parently limited the o  eration to two major land-
to achieve with naval aircraft, but they would have

ings. The American clil  fs of staff favored assaults to be relieved in two or three days by land-based

-
  an Casablanca and Oran. The British preferred planes. Once the Uran airfi elds were taken, fi ghter

Oran and Algiers. Between 3 and S September fi roups waiting at Gibraltar could fl y in and carry
the question was resolved in favor of attacks in  'n the air off ensive.
all three areas .

La Senia was Icss than 5 miles and Tafarao ui
" Supreme command in 7 0 RC H was exercised l bo ut 15 miles south of the po rt of Oran.

How-
by Lt.

Gen .
D wight D

.
Eisenhower thro ugh A llied ever, the po rt, surrounded by cliff s and bristling

.
Force Headquart ers ( A FH Q ) , over which he with fortifi cations, was an unpromising object for

presided. Three task force s were set up for the a fro ntal attack
. T he A llies propo sed to fl ank it

, assault. The Western Task Fo rce, sailing directly
by landings at A rzeu and Les A ndalouses .

A rzeu
from the United States, was to attack French lay about 30 miles east o f the airfi elds with some

  Morocco and take the po rt o f Casablanca. The
difl icult country between. Les A ndalouses, to the

 
other two forces wo uld be launched from England.

west, was about 35 miles from La Se nia and 4 5

_
The Eastern T ask F orce, prcdominantly British ,

fro m Tafaraoui
. The distance to Tafaraoui was

  was to take A lgiers and then drive into Tunisia in greate r bec ause the road had to go aro und a dry

an effort to occupy it before the A xis could get
lake kno wn as the Sebkra d'Oran.

' substantial forces into T unis and Bizert e. Oran,
The distance of the airfi elds from th e invasion

20U miles west of A lgiers and 2 3U miles east of beaches led the A llies to entertain th e idea of
  G ib ralta r, was to be taken by the Center T ask taking them with airbo rne troops .

The idea was 
not unopposed .

Some experienced officers calledForce, an American organization commanded by it "harebrained
.
" A ir Marshal William L . Welsh ,y

_.
Maj

.
Gen.

Lloyd Fredendall
.

The air ele ments of
the ranking membe r of Eiscnhower's air staff for" the Center Task Fo rce were to form th e Twelfth TO RC H

, urged that the troo p carriers be con-A ir Fo rce under Brig.
Gen.

James H
.

Dooli ttle . served fo r use in the race to Tunis after D -day.
, D-day for the invasion was set for 8 November. He was overruled, and about 8 September it was

It was evident that control of the airfi elds of ._
L a Senia and T af arao ui o uts ide O ran w o uld be "Tafaraoui was thc only hard-surfaced fi etd between Port

  Lyautey on the Atlantic coast oFMorocco and Algiers,
•

5

.
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be a one-way, nonstop t rip : the danger of dis- were eq uip ped with Rebecca, a receiving set en-

  covery if the fo rce landed at Gibraltar was pro- abling them to home on his signals.
* Efforts were

hibitive; moreover, the small airfi eld th ere was also made to have fl ares set off to mark the fi eld.°

already crowded with 6ghters. If the pilots could The use of radio and radar aids was a notable

s not land at North African airfi elds, they would innovation. One point, however, deserved more
c have to land in the desert.  The paratroops were attention than it apparently received. The eff ec-

  to jump in Africa at H-hour, 0 100 GMT. At the tivc range of the beacons was little known, but

  cruising speed of l 35 miles an hour the fl ight was probably not ovcr 30 miles. They were sit-
' would requirc cight hours. Take-off was there- uated at the end of a 1,100-mile route. A devia-

fore set for 1700 hours. On this schedule the tion of two or three degrees would leave the pilots
mission would be under cover of darkness within astray in the dark out of range of the beacons.
half an hour after its start.

The paratroop battalion was to jump at 0 100

No fi ghter esco rt was at fi rst p rovided
.

Lack over T afarao ui and take it.
Tafaraoui

, an all-

i
'
,

of space on the c rowded Co rn ish airfi elds and the weather fi eld, was more valuable than La Senia.
It

risks of landing fi ghters at night seemed to tip the was also a safer objective. La Senia, close to the

  scales against it . T he po ssibility of ene my inter- outskirts of Oran, would be hard to approach

• ception ,
however ,

lcd to repeated requests for without d iscovery , was repo rtedly defended by

both an escort during the dangerous twilight several batteries of antiaircraft, and co uld be

period and a diversionary sweep over the French casily counte rattacked by French troops fro m the

coast.
T hese requests were backed by Twelfth port .

Planes could fl y unobserved to Tafaraoui

Air Fo rce and b y ET O U SA and resulted on 27 by way of the Sebkra d'Oran and have only

Octo ber in an agreement by R A F Fighte r Com- machine-gun fi re to cope with over the drop zone .

_
mand to provide both the escort and a diversionary Once Tafaraoui was secured, a company of para-
sweep over Brittany. On 5 November a fl ight of troops was to bc sent to neutralize La Senia. How-

,  Spitfi res from Portreath and six Beaufi ghters from ever, no attempt would be made to hold the latter

,
- Predannack were assigned to escort the missio n.

fi eld.
The company,

having done its work
, would

The Spitfi res would return at last light.
The withdraw to jo in the main body in the defense of

_
Beaufi ghters , presumably equipped for night fi ght-

Tafaraoui
.

A small detachment wo uld also be sent

ing, would stay with the troop carriers as long as out to cut communications near Lourmel, thus fa-
- their leader deemed worthwhile. 

cilitating the advance of the forces landed at Les

Although night brought safety, it also made Andalouses.10

recognition of an objective very difti cult.
To over-

D uring October,
General Clark made a secret

• come this difliculty, a British ship , the A fytibank
,

trip to N orth A frica and was assured that the

. was to be stationed off the African coast abo ut 35 F rench would not resist an A mericatt landing.

- miles northwest of O ran . A t 2 330 on D minus 1 (The assurances were sincere,
but those who made

a radio beacon  aboard the ship wo uld begin send-
them later proved unable to control the situation.

)

ing homing signals on a frequency of 4 40 kilo -
In view of thc oppo rtunity thus presented

,
General

. Eisenhower decided on 27 October to avoid the
cycles, simulating those of an Italian beacon.

The
radio compasses abo ard the planes would pick up paratroop drop at Oran if possible and

,
instead,

- the signals and guide the pilots in .
T he A ly nbar k to use the force to seize bases in Tunisia .

On the

_ also had a signal light, which was to begin fl ashing 2 gth a meeting pre sided over by General Clark

` a V for 5 seconds at 30-seco nd intervals as soon and attended by R aff and Bentley produced a

,, as the troo p carrie rs were o bserved within 20 do uble-b arreled plan.
If the French showed fi ght,

• - miles of the ship. the old plan,
henceforth known as "Plan A ,

"
r Great risks were taken to guide the force from wo uld he adhered to .

If they wcre indeed ready to

, the A fynbank to its destination.
A secret agent join the Allies,

"Plan B" would go into eff ect.
, ( BA NT A M ) was to operate a radar beacon of According to the lattcr plan, the paratroop task

the type later known as Eureka in the vicinity of force would conserve its planes and men by lan d-
Tafarao ui.

T he planes of the fo rce co mmander,
_

 
the rou commander and the s uadron leaders 'For fuller aiscuuion of this o pe of navigatio nal aias see

g p Q Chaptcr 4.
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the operations of the group slowed to a standstill. vented any fl ights on the 3d, 4th, and Sth, so no

, 
The only formation fl ying with the 503d after 14 planes could return from the depots. Time was
October was one nine-plane fl ight on the 21st. running out. To preserv e security, plans had been
Paratroops and troop carriers alike felt that a made not to brief the troop carrier personnel until

:-t realistic rehearsal was "essential to the suceess of they reached the take-off points, but an impromptu
: the mission." A rehearsal had been scheduled for 21i4 hour briefi ng was held at Aldermaston on S
y 2 1 October, but too many planes were in the Novembe r for pilots, co-pilots, and navigators.- 

,, depots, and no rehearsal w'as held.'a On 6 November the weather cleared, and 25
` The modifications to be performed an the planes planes were fl own to St. Eval and Predannack.

of the 60th Group were not on the whole part icu- Next morning a formal briefi ng was held. Looking
larly diff icult,* but the task fell on an inexperi- back on it, the pilots felt most keenly the almost
enced organization already strained to the limit. complete neglect of Moroccan terrain features and
The service command had put 85 percent of the the misleading character of the weather report .

'
,

facilities at Burtonwoo d
,

its principal depot, to Maps and chart s were so scarce that most were

work for T O RC H
,

but even that was insufficient. restricted to the fl ight leaders.
One briefi ng session

,
r The load was so great that on D plus 1 a backlog at Predannack w'as largely wasted

,
because the

of l06 P-39's was at Burtonwood, still awaiting briefers supposed that the objective was Gibraltar,
modifi cation for TORCH. In the interests of secu- not Oran. The same thing nearly happened at St.
rity no special priority had bcen given to the Eval. Dissatisfaction with the briefi ng was almost
C-47's of the 64th Group, so it was perhaps for- unanimous.
tunate that they, too , were not waiting at the depot M uch wo rse was the lot of 14 pilo ts who got

on D-day.
Some of them very nearly were .

1e their planes from the service co mmand on the
While modifi cation dragged on, another diff i- afternoon of 6 N ovembea< and

, after a night of
 

culty ar ose. On a long night-fl ight landmarks hectic preparation, fl ew in to St. Eval and Pre-

  would be hard to see and some plan es were bound dannack on the 7th. Their planes were only half

. to straggle. All planes on the mission would need tested; their briefing was confi ned to a few minutes
navigation instruments, but only four sets were on of distracted conversation; and they set out that

. hand. Consequently, a call was sent out in Octo- ti ght on their unprecedented fiight hardly able to
ber for immediate air shipment of 35 sets from keep their eyes open. It is signifi cant that fi ve

' the United States. The shipment miscarried, and, of the six planes which failed to reach the Oran

 
despite many messages and a search by XII Air area had been among these late arrivals.1e
Force Service Command, the 60th did not get TORCH Mission

• its navigation kits. Instead, on the eve of the
. mission it was given British instruments with The paratroop task force was to receive its

• which it was totally unfamiliar.17
instru ctions from Gibraltar by 1630 on D minus

The VIII Fighter Command ordered the 60th
1 and was to be ready for a take-off at 1700 GMT

• Group to send its contingent to the take-off points under Plan A, if the war plan was announced.
' on 3 November. Since the group then had only

As 1630 approached, the planes were in position

. seven aircraft at Aldermaston, it was quite unable  't'ith their engines warmed. Aboard were 39 off i-
to compty. The serviee command had 25 of its cers and 492 men of the 503d and 122 officers and

  planes at Burtonwood and 13 at the Langford
73 enli sted men of the 60th Group.  j- At 1625

. word arrived that Plan B, the peace plan, was in
Lodge depot in Ireland

.
One had been detained by eff ect.

The signal "A dvance N apoleon" had
` weather at Gibraltar, to wh ich it had gone on a reached 44 G roup at 16 15

.
' A In accordance

. practice fl ight. Exceptionally bad weather pre- with the plan,
departure was postponed for four

•Th e modifi cations involved installation of flame dampeners,
ho urs in o rder to pe rm it a landing at L a Se ni a

formation liPhts, rheostats with which to dim the formation
' lights, blacko ut curt ains, jump bells to suppleme nt the red and t Th e paratroo ps, who were not to move from their eam p at

grcen liahts norm ally used to ale rt the paratro ops fo r a jump, Ram sbury to Land's End until D minus 2, had been given a
and VI-l F sets fo r plane to plane c om municatio n. 7 he ve ry very satisf acto ry briefi ng on 29 and 30 Octo be r with terrain
short range of the V HF sets made them less liable to interc ep- models , maps and mo saics. (Jo urnal, 2d Bn 50 3d P! R )
tion than co mm and sets and fo r this reason a decisio n had bee n $Each plane c arried a c rew o f five- pilo t, co •pilo t, navigato r.

.
•

m ade to use the VH F o n the m issio n. Six planes were to be radio -m an, and engineer- standard com pleme nt for C-4 7's on a
equipped with Rebecca radar rece iving sets. lo ng fl ight.
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"  
 T wo pilots swerved so far that they lan ded neaz Maj

.
Clarence J

.
Gall igan,

flying the third plane
Tetuan in Span ish Morocco , more than 2 50 miles in the lead fl ight, was one of the first to reach

  west of Oran.
A nother pilot ]anded in that area,

Africa and was probably the first A merican pil ot
  unloaded his paratroops to savc gas and fl ew on to land airborne troops on hostile territory . He

.  to Oran. Another, making landfall on an un- was fi red on by antiaircraft as he crossed the coast
;' famili ar coast, turned west instead of east and and was attacked by a French interceptor over the
t   fi nally landed in Spanish Morocco about 180 miles Sebkra d'Oran. Spitfires drove off the Frenchman,

  west of O ran .
T wo planes overran thc A frican but since Galligan 's plane was damaged and losing

y co ast in dense clouds, probably abo ut a hundred altitude he decided to land o n the bed of the dry
miles west of Oran, and co ntinued southward to lake.

He made a safe ]anding four or fi ve miles
land respectively near A in A icha and Ksar es-Suk from La Senia, marched his crew and 14 para-
in French Morocco.

One landed with empty tanks troo ps to the edge of the Sebkra and dug in. 
on the runway at G ibraltar.

These six planes and French plan es made passes at them on the way but
' seven plane-lo ads of paratroo ps played no further did not fi re.

Presently the little group was ac-
part in TO R C H .* costed by a company of French so ldiers with a 75-

On the other hand, some pilots made their way mm. gun. The French were content to keep them
'  under observation until Colonel Bentle arrived• to the Oran area approximately on schedule. It is Y

impossible to say who got there fi rst, but from six in French custody during the afternoon and

to nine of them arrived be tween 05 15 and 06 15.
persuaded Galligan to surrender.

They had gotten little assistance from the beacons.
A few minutes after Gall igan was attacked,

The A lynbank, suppcsed to broadcast at 440 kilo-
Capt. John G. Evans was brought down by a

cycles, was signaling at 46U, and these signals,
French fi ghter on the southeast side of the Sebkra

when received at all, were unintelligible. One of with his engineer wounded and his plane shot to
  the early pilots did somehow tune in on the radio; pieces. About 0730 another pilot out of gas

_
  another saw the light; and a third received un-

landed beside him. After transferring gasoline from

spccifi cd signals from th e ship. Th e secret beacon the shattered craft to th e whole one, they took off
 

at Tafaraoui was out of action.
Its operato r had early in the aftern oon to join the re st of the group,

.
ezpected the task forct; to arrive about 0 100 under

leaving their paratroops and the wounded man

the war plan, and when no planes appeared he
be hind

.
A bout the time Evans was shot down,

• destroyed his set.
l st Lt .

Joseph A
.

Beck was forced down without

The two-plane ele ment last to leave Predannack damage o l the south side of the Sebkra by a
  had been delayed a few minutes and never sighted confused and unaggressive French airman.

He
was able to take off again later and join the main

. any oth ers until after it reached Africa. The two

, planes stayed together and were kept on course
body of the task force sho rt ly after 0 830 . One

. and appro ximately on schedule all the way by 2d plane was hit by antiaircraft over Tafaraoui and

Lt.
Harold L

.
Kenner, p rob ably the only navigator made a forced lan ding some 2 5 miles east of it

near A rzeu.. on the mission to achieve that feat.
' The other early arrivals came in one by one.

The other early arrivals were uncert ain as to

Most oi them circled over Cape Figalv, which had what to do next. One ar two of them reconnoitered
  been designated as a fi nal rendezvous, but none

the alternate drop zone at Oggaz. It was empty,

. made contact there with any of the others. They and they fl ew back to the Sebkra. There the rest

- then turned inland, expecting a peaceful landing had been ft ying back and forth and ezchanging

at La Senia, but those attempting to land there comments on the situation over their radios. Their

• - were greeted by blasts of antiaircraft fi re. Others tanks were nearly empty, and a Ianding at La
' were fi red on over the coast, Oran, and Tafaraoui.

Senia or Tafaraoui seemed impossible. One pilot
T h ree w e re fo rc ed do w n by F renc h fi ghters . cam e do w n nea r L o urm el at the no rth west end o f

'
,

the Sebkra .
T he rest fo llo w ed o ne by o ne , s po n-

"Th e planc at Gibraltar Rew on to Africa on the IOth. Th e
personnel of the two in French Morocco were imprisoned by taneo usly , m otiva ted only by a desire to lan d and

the Frcnch, released on 13 November, and fl ew in to Tafaraoui to co nce ntrate w hat f o rce s the h ad
.

B 0 8 0 0
- on the 20th after doing transport work for the Western Task Y y

 
• Fo rce .

7 he three planes and four •'sticks " of paratro ops in t h e re w e re s iX o r se v e n p l a n e s b u n c h e d o n t h e
Spanish Mo rocco were interned until February .
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fi ghters, but Major Yarborough reported that he This failure of the TORCH airborne mission was
acted with admirable coolness. Two troop carrier commonly explained by the bad navigation of the

  men had been killed, one wounded, an d one in- 60th Troop Carrier Group.2a The evidence indi-
jured. Threc paratroops had been killed an d 15 cates that the group did a good job under unprece-

.   wounded. All three of the planes later had to be dentedly difl'icult circumstances. After all , it
:

_
salvaged, as did that of Captain Evans. made a I,100-mile fl ight, most of it at night, and

 r Yarborough took from the three planes all para-
brought 85 percent of its planes to their destina-

  troops able to march and pressed on to Tafara- tion. Moreover, it had had no rehears al at all*
' oui afoot. He reached it at dawn on 9 November .

and almost no training with airborne troops after
The wounded men and the crews of those planes th e middle of October. It had received 14 of

were brought in later by trucks. The main body of its plan es too late for the pilots an d crews to
the battalion, plodding overland from the Sebkra familiarize themselves with new equipment or even
was also picked up on the 9th, and arrived in to test it properly. The pilots and crews of those

` Tafaraoui about 1600 abvard trucks an d a com-
14 planes had had to set out with very li tt le sleep

mandeered bus. It immediately took over the and less briefing. Thvse who did get formal brief-

  „
defense of the airfi eld

.
  t ing considered it inadequate and misleading .

The

- The troop carriers had arrived befo re the para-
misunderstanding over the frequency of the beacon

trovps. A bout noon on D -day Schofi eld had heard on the A ly nbank was particularly unfo rtunate.
A ll

the news that Tafaraoui was taken an d had sent but I l navigators had been obliged to use un-
Major O berdo rf to investigate . Oberdorf, who waw

familiar British instruments. Responsibility for

the fi rst A merican pilot to land at the fi eld, arrived these mishaps must rest, not with the paratroop

there at 1250
.

French batteries on hills command-
task fo rce,

but with higher headquart ers, and with

ing the fi eld shelled him as he landed and nicked the VII I A ir Force Service Comman d
.

+ his plane with shrapnel. One or two other pilots The bad weather which the force encountered

,,r were dispatched to the airfi eld during the after- was certainly disastrous. However, the forecast,
  noon, but Schofi eld waited until one of the planes though misleading, was probably up to the average

  therc radiocd that resistance had ceased before available at that time .
The A lli es did not yet have

_
fl ying in the nuclcus of the 60th .

Two pilots vol- either the information or the techniques needed

unteered to stop on the way and pick up the traops
for accurate forecasts of conditions over the con-

. left on the mudft ats beside Evans' ptane. By 1700 tinent. The lack of liaison which caused the agent

on D-day the move had been made and 25 C-47's at Tafaraoui to silence his beacon must be re-
- with 2 planeloads of paratroops had arrived on the garded as part of the fortunes of war. The capital

runways of Tafaraoui. The French 75's on the error lay in exposing the force to th ose fort unes
  hills hailed them with a barrage that lasted several at all.

  minutes ,
but only minor damage was done .

Four Plan B was bo und to miscarry if the French
  Dewoitines preparing to strafe the fi eld were shot really resisted. A dro p by dayli ght over Tafaravui

down by Spitfi res of the 3 1st Fighter Gro up (which or La Senia would have exposed the troop carriers

. was fl ying in to Tafaraoui from Gibraltar) before to heavy fi re and would have been suicidal for the
they could damage the grounded planes. Next Paratroops. A successful drop or landing might

- morning sporadic shelling continued for a while,
have been made at Oggaz. Such points, near but

but the only damage was infticted by a bo mb which not on top of a majo r installation, were approved

,
knocked o ut a C-4 7 and injured o ne of its crew .

by airborn e theo rists and were generally selected

Abo ut noon on the l Oth Oran capitulated. A t that
in later airbo rne operations. However, even in

' time none of the o utlying aircraft had been fl own such a case,
it seems unlikely that the paratroo ps

   
, in, and of the 25 troop carrier planes at Tafaraoui could have stormed Tafaraoui by daylight . After

only 14 were o perational
.

O f the paratroops only obsc rving the machine guns massed around Ta-
l 50 were judged fi t for another mission within

faraoui
,

Colo nel Raf 
, an offi cer of exceptional

 
• three days.

2= bv ldness,
declared that an attack would not have

A ltho ugh the A llies had succeeded in taking
been feasible exce pt under cover of darkness.

Gen- ,
Oran , the mission of the Paratroop T ask F orce had e ral Fredendall also favored the night operation

.
•

contributed little or nothing to that achievement. s gentley and Yarborough both stress this.
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-
Force Headquarters called on them to fl y a para- ever, the paratroops did not stop for celebrations.

, troo p mission to Bone that night. Bo ne was   75 T hey co mmandeered some busses, climbed in and
miles east of A lgiers .

By far thc bcst po rt in easte rn drove ahead for 40 miles to Beja, another impor-
Algeria,

it was the logical po int at which to land tant junction o n the road to Tunis.
Th is they held

'  for a push into Tunisia. until First Army caught up with them, harassing.s
.

The 64th Gro up was not qualifi ed for a para- the Germans in the meantime by pushing patrols
  troop d rop at night.

Besides ,
its men needed almost to the outskirts of T unis itself

.
  '

= rest and its planes needed servicing.
T he mis- By 2 8 N ovember the hard-driving A ll ied col- ̀ sion was therefo re reluctantly postpo ned to the umns were on the o utskirts of D jedeida,

less than
morning of the 12th.

Briefi ng,
begun at 2000

, was 25 miles from T'unis, and it seemed to their com-
inte rrupted by a German bombing raid

.
Wo rk on manders that with one more eff ort they could

the planes co ntinued long after midnight.
break th roug  I and take the c ity .

In conjunction
At 0600 on 12 November, 26 planes of the 64th with this fi nal push First Army called for a most

 
  , loaded with British paratroops set o ut for Bone .

ill-fated airborne mission.
Setting out from Mai-

A dozen Spitfi res accompanied them as escort.
The son Blanche the troop carriers were to drop para-

  gro up fl ew along the coast in column or, as the troops behind the German lines.
These troops

' ' ` British put it, "in line astern," a formation favored were supposed to attack and neutralize sundry
j by the gro up commande r. About 08 30 they airfi elds close to Tunis and spread alarm and de-

dropped 3 12 troops on and aro und Bone airfi cld
. spondency among the A xis forces.

A ssuming thatI
The dro p in column dispersed the paratroops over those forces we:e already deployed to meet the

  an area three miles long.
Th e F rench received them First A rmy offensive, the raiders would be un-

pe acefully,
if not with enthusiasm, and Bone was likely to encailnter seriol s opposition.!

, won for the Allies. The troop carriers and their Accordingly, the British 2 Parachute Battalion
escort all returned safely about ]030. "' was ordered to jump the following day on Pont-du-

: r  The rest of the British l Parachute Brigade ar- Fahs airfi eld, destroy enemy aircraft and supplies

, rived at Algiers by water on 13 November. With- there, and march on to repeat the work of de-
in 24 hours of their arrival, First Army had a mis- struction at the bases of Depienne and Oudna.

, sion for them. 'This was to take Souk-cl-Arba, a Then the troops were to push west to St. Cyprien
town abo ut 60 miles southeast of Bone .

It was the to mect the advancing forces of First A rmy.
It

• site of a good airfi eld and a major junction on the sho uld be noted that Oudna is about 10 miles
main highway to Tunis.

T here was as little in- so uth of T unis,
Depienne is l 5 miles southwest

- fo rmation available about So uk-el-A rba as there of Oudna, and Pont-du-Fahs lies 10 miles south-
. had been about Tebessa. No photographs of the west of Depienne .

 
area were to be had

, and only one auto map o n a Briefing was done on the mo rning of the 29th .
. scale of 1:250

,
000

.
Because of the lack nf photo - A late intelligence re po rt that Pont-du-Fahs and

graphs the drop zone had to be selected during Depienne had been evacuated led to a tast-min-
.

fl ight by the paratroop commande r, riding in the ute change of plan. N o drop wo uld be made at
• le ad plane . The po litical situation was obscure. Pont-du-Fahs. The battalion wo uld juump at

The mission set o ut at 0 700 on the 15th but Depienne and attack the fi eld at Oudna.
' was turned b ack near Bbne by bad weather. A t Rain and mud

, a congested airfi eld and certain
1l 00 on the  16th, 32 planes of the 64th Gro up changes in o rder of ft ight produced a slow take-

. too k off for Souk-el-A rba from Maison Blanche. o ff lasting from 1130 to 12 30 . Finally the forma-
Again they werc cscort ed by a dozen fi ghters, and tion was in the air, 26 planes of the 62d Group.

, again they fl ew in line astern .
T hey found their ( which had reached No rt h Africa on 15 Novem-

- way successfully to So uk-el-Arb a and dropped ber) and 18 of the 64 th Group earrying 530 para-
384 British paratroo ps on and near the airfi eld

. troo ps. The lead aircraft was piloted by Col. Paul
•. All planes returned safely about 1600 . I

..
Williams, the commander of the S1st T roop

  A s at Youks , the Fre nch welcomed the para- Carr ier Wing.
He , too,

had flown in from E ng-
troops as allies and liberato rs .

In both cases the land on the l 5th. With him rode the paratroop

.
+ drops seem to have given the French the confi - commander, Lt .

Col. l ohn D . Frost.
T heir initial

- dence they needed to turn against the A xis . How- esco rt of 4 Hurricanes and 8 P-3 8's was supple-
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contingencies when it was so badly needed. It troops had shown their magnifi cent fi ghting
was, howevcr, unfort unate that during the winter qualitics, but also their great weaknesses- lack

  it was given little or no opport unity to train for of ground mobility and fi repower. Whether the
its primary function. If the ravenous appetite for Allics could conduct airborne operations in suf6-

_ r air transport had been withstood sufl'iciently to cient strength to hold a strategic point against the
- keep a couple of squadrons at a time in training, assault of a German division remained to be seen
  a better showing might have been made in Sicily. but they had gained in Nort h Africa th e experi-The four post-TORCH paratroop missions had

  i demonstrated that by daylight the troop carriers ence and confi dence needed to attempt such oper-

could fi nd their way on a minimum of information ations in the 'iicilian campaign.
t0 inco nspie uo us Objec tive S 3     Or 4 0   m ile s   • There can be no doubt that the short-range parachute op-
a w ay .

T h ey had also pro ve d the value of a irbo rne erations which have been carri ed < ut wcrc un•aluable and that
precious days were saved by the b  ld use madc of them." (Re-

  o perat io ns in q uickly winning st rateg ic are as un- port On:- lmpre  ions Gained From the Assault Phase of the
 

• occ u ie d o r li htl he ld b the enem * T he a ra-
v   ration in Nonh Africa by Mai Gen 1. C. Haydon in

  P S Y Y Y  P AFSH0 2036.)
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s

'   The Sicilia n M issions

Plo nning fo   HUSKY enterprise .
Up to 26 A pril the task forces had not

.
  I N D ECEMBER 19 42, just as the A llied ad-

participated in any planning of air operations .
2

vance was bogging down in the muddy hills
The Plans as they stood on that date called for

. of Tunisia,
Allied planners drew up a study on assaults by the British Eighth A rmy (Force 545 )

the invasion of Sic ily .
This was only one of many under General Be rnard L

.
Montgomery at Gela,

projects then under consideration.
The A meri-

Pozzallo,
Pachino and A vola in the southeast co r-

cans were eager for an invasion of France , while ner of Sicily.
T wo days later A merican troops

an attack on Sardinia had considerable B ritish ( Fo rce 34 3 ) ,
later the Seventh A rmy , under com-

I support.
However,

in January 14 43 at the Casa-
mand of Maj

.
Gen . Ge   rge S

. Patton would strike

blan ca conference, President Roo sevelt,
Prime at the western end of Sicily between Sciacc a and

• Ministe r Churchill
, and the Co mbined Chiefs of Castelvetrano .

The British were to drive nort h

Staff selected Sicily as the next Allied objective .
against Syracuse, and the A mericans, reinforced

 
  "• Swift action was taken to set up machinery for by a subsequent landing near Castellamare, would

  the operation which was henceforth called advance to take Palermo . Early control of these

H USKY
.

Gen.
Harold L

.
A lexander , a veteran great po rt s was deemed essential

.
' • of many British campaigns, was designated by Paratroops were to be used in both the British

Eisenhower as deputy commander in charge of and American operations to neutralize be ach de-
' all All ied ground forces. Under Alexander a small fenses before the main assaults and thus prevent

-
headquart ers,

known as Force 14 1
, was set up the Germans from pinning down the invade rs be-

at A lgiers to plan the invasion.
Th e air staff of fo re they could get a foothold

.
So import ant w as

' Force 14 1 was headed by A ir Cd re . R . M . Foster the action conside red that it determined the selec-
•   f the RAF. tion of D-day for HUSKY. The paratroops needed

' On 2 February Allied Force Headquarters a dim light in which to make their drop and some
(AFHQ) issued a preliminary directive on hours in which to liquidate opposition on the

 
,

HU SK Y
.

On 3 February planning sessions began, beaches.
T hese co nditions were to be expected on

and on 12 F ebruary Force 14 1 issued its fi rst esti- the night of 9 I 10 July when a quart er moon set

- mate of the situation.'
half an ho ur after midnight.

T hat night as the
Only br ief attention need be given to the early moon set three brigades of paratroops would

. plans for the assault, since they we re later revised jump behind beaches in the B ritish secto r.
The

beyond recognition.
l ndeed , th cy had always been initial A merican assault would be preceded by the

~
, regarded as provisional on the assumption that dropping of a parachute combat team, probably

"
,

final decisions wo uld be made at the end of the on the night of D plus 1%D plus 2 . L ack of
Tunisiar. campaign when the commanders,

in- enough troop carrier units to fl y both the B ritish

' , vo lved were no longer preoccupied with c urrent and the A merican airbo rne missions simultane-
o peratio ns .

Then , too , suipicient staff perso nnel o usly was the main rc ason why the A merican as-
would be available to wo rk out the details of the sault had been set back to D plus 2

.
A th ird mis-=i  t
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•
foll ow-u o rations or trans ort of ke air per- Carrier Group.* The British had agreed to pro-P Pe P Y

„ sonnel to Sicily.'° Now that the British airborne vide a squadron of 30 Albemarles and a Right of
forces were to fi ght it out with enemy troops on the ] 0 Halifaxes from their troop carrier organiza-
approaches to Syracuse, the fi repower and con- tion, 38 Wing, RAF, and to send the balance o€•

  " centration possible in a glider landing came to l A irborn e Division to join the parachute brigade
 

.
seem of paramo unt value .

T h us abo ut the last already on hand. The four-engined Halifaxes were
s week in May ,

Montgomery 's parachute mission needed to tow the large British Horsa gliders , 36

, turned into a midnight glider assault. 1fi e decision of which the Air Ministry had promised for June
'- to use gliders is said to have been made by Mont- delivery."

go mery himself
.

In vain did the British A irborne At fi rst the S l st Wing was design ated to work

Forces adviser,
G roup C apt .

T
.

B
.

Coo per,
RA F

, with the A merican airborne, and the 52d Wing

protest that a glide r assault on a dark night with was to fl y the B ritish
.

However, on 6 May,
just

inexperienced crews was not practicable.
The de- after its arrival in Africa, the 52d Wing was in-

' cision stood."
formed that the roles had been reversed. It would

' Once the task force commanders and Force carry American troops and the 5 1st would be
14 1 had decided on the missions, it became the teamed with the British.

  responsibility of the troop carrier and airbo rne Since the 5 1st W ing had had operatio nal ex-
commande rs to see that those plans were imple- perience with the British

, and since the 52 d Wing
mented.

How th e details of loading, schedule,
for- had fl own the 82d D ivision for three months of

mation , and drop zo ne were settled is obscure ,
but joint-training and maneuvers before leaving Amer-

it appears to have been acco mplished mainly by ica, the new ]ine-up seemed logical. It lost its logic

confe rences between airborne and troop carrier at the end of May when Montgomery decided on

. representatives under the supervision an d some- a glider mission .
T he S l st Wing, which would have

times with the participation of Force I4 1.
to fl y it, wa  almost completely with o ut glider ez-

: !
, Coordination of planning with other commands

Perience . The 52d Wing had be en traine d in glider

• and serv ices was handled through Force 14 1 with operations in the United States,
but was co mmit-

ted to a paratroop mission.
By then it was too

the assistance of Maj
.

Gen .
F

.
A

.
M

.
B rowning, late to change again.

The planes of the S l st Wing
• who had been chosen in March to be airborne ad- had been modifi ed for use by British paratroops,

visor to Eiscnhower. Browning had been the or- and there were neither time nor materials to mod-  ganizer and fi rst commander of the British 1 Air- ify those of the 52d. Moreover, since the tech-
- borne D ivision and was a pe rsuasive and enthusi- niques o f dro pping A merican and British para-

•
astic exponent of airborn e warfare not without in- troops diff ered

, a switch in the middle of the
fl uence on the planning for H USK Y . However,

he training period would have caused dangerous

,
had no command functions, and his o ff ice at confusion.

' {

Force 14 1 was more than 200 miles from the On 24 May the 82d Division and the troop car-

. troop carrier headquarters and training bases.
riers had agreed on the three main drop zones

' This was merely one example of the dispersion of which they were to use in the Gela mission and

the Allied forces. Headquarters were scattered on the four battalions of paratroops who were to

  from Morocco to Egypt, a fact which made the co-
make the drop. Minor changes were later made ,in the support troops to be sent on the mission

ordination of plan ning abnormally diffi cult.12 and provision was made for a demolition detach-
' One matter which had to be decided before ment to drop near a bridge over the Acate River

  training started was which of the airbo rn e and southeast of the main dro p area.
In June discovery

'
,

troop carrier units wo uld be teamed together fo r of pillboxes in the dro p are a fo rced the paratroops
HUSKY

.
Besides the S l st Wing and the battalion to make minor changes in their plans ,

but did not

. of the 50 3d
, which werc already in N ort h Africa, much affect the troop carriers .'

 

' the United States had promised to send the 52d
' Eve n so , HU SKY would re quire "every available transport

Troop Carrier Wing and the 82d Airborne Divi- air  raft" in North Africa, leavro g none for air supply. There -
fo re, carlv in M ay it was aerce d that abo ut 1 June two squad-

+ sion.
In addition the N inth A ir Force agreed in ro ns o f th e 3 15th Troo p Carrie r Gro up would be dispatched

" . April to lend three squadrons of the 3 16th Troo fro m England to N o rth A frica to provide essential air tranc-P po rt service and pro vide a resen •e fo r contingencies .
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- ta ha ve T roop Ca rrier fo rmat ions fl y over water sign als fo r the missions on the n ight before D -day.
at a height o f at least 6

,
00 0 feet. Since the big No changes were made in LAD BRO K E

.
The pr in-  formations in an airborne mission wo uld at that cipal ch ange in H USKY mission appears to h ave

height have shown up on enemy radar like a herd been the substitution of C ape Passero fo r Cape

. s of elephants o n a h illtop , T roop C arrier Co mmand Cor renti as the po int off which the t roop carrie rs
: sec ured the r ight to fl y its mission s at lo w altitudes. wo uld turn west along the co ast .

   
j Its ruutes, however, were chosen with meticulous   Of the course thus laid out for the 52d Wing,

_ care to avoid the convoys. the commander of the 61st Troop Carrier Group
` By 4 June, Force 14 1 had decided that LAD- wrote after the mission "I do not believe it feasible

BRO K E
, the mission against the Syracuse area , to even try to fl y again such a co urse as was laid

wo uld proceed from T unisia by way of M alta and down in H usky Nu .
1 and No .

2
.
" The verdict de-

,
C ape Passero, the southeastern tip of Sicily . A livered some years later by Maj

.
Gen . M atthew B

.
i ro ute via Pantelleria was proposed for the H USKY R idgway, commander of the 82d D ivision was

• missio n to G ela , subject to naval app roval
, which th at no A merican outfi t in the whole co urse o f

    was given that same day at T ripo li
.

T he planes on the war co uld have fl own th at ro ute successfully.
"-}

the missio n wo uld clear the convoys.
So wo uld Meanwh ile, consideration was being given to

  those in LAD BR O KE and its prospective succes- the protection of the missions against enemy in -
sors, provided th at they kept o n schedule , fl ew terference. .4 s early as 2 3 May, M ontgomery's

I 6U miles on a southeast co ursc after leaving Sicily,
head q uarters had contemplated bombing Syra-

; and took care to swin g 10 miles south of IVt alta cuse and drop ping d ummy paratroop s at C atania
' on their wa y back

.
Later in J une , naval representa- to divert enemy attention fro m L AD BRO K E

.
Sim-

!, tives agreed that planes returning from LAD - ilar tactics were also to be used in the later Br itish
BRO KE could p roceed due so uth to a poin[ off airborne o perations . T he results of the p lann ing

' Cape Passero instead o f detour ing to the south- fo r d iversionary operations in aid of L AD BR O KE
east .

L A DBR OK E thus received a route which were ern bodied in a NA A F (N o rthwest A fr icanr  was about as good as circumstances permitted
.
=1 Air Forces ) directive of 5 J uly. A simulated air-  ' Meanwhile, th e ro ute of H U SKY mission was bo rn e and amphibious assault on Catania would

being altered fo r the wo rse. By 20 J une the rela- begin at 2200 on D minus 1 with thc dro p of 3
   ' tively short and straight route by way of Pantel- group s of 80 dummy paratroops each no rthwest
 

,
leria had been discarded

, and it was agreed th at of Catania by bo mbers of N o rthwest A frican
H USKY miss ion ,

like L AD B RO K E
, would go by T actical A ir Force (N A TA F ) . T his would be fol-

- way uf Malta. From Malta it would head for Cape lowed by the drop of 2 groups of 40 dummies
, Correnti, just east of the American zone of opera- each west of Augusta. If feasible, the bombers' 

  tions, turn off shore to foll ow the coast almost to would then bomb Catania, an enterprise to which
'  Gela, then cut inland to the drop area. This route the Ninth Air Force also contributed bombers.  involved three very sharp turns over water in dim Between 021S and 0245 on D-day, 50 medium

n:oonlight. Requests by airmen for at least some bombers were to strike at Syracuse with incendi-•
, straightening of the course beyond Malta were ary and other bombs to impede and confuse enemy

made, but without success. On 22 June a confer- eff ort s to counterattack the giiderborne troops. ' 
. ence of all commanders concern ed agreed to the Similar preparations had been made for

routes and schedules for LADBROKE and HUSKY mission. On 27 May, General Ridgway
HUSKY mission in approximately their fi nal with the heart y concurrence of the troop carrier

- form .
'' =' commander, Br ig. G en . Paul L . Williams,

had
+ On 6 J uly C ol

. H . L . Clark , commander of th e asked fo r night fi ghter support to neutralize en-
`

.
5 2d Wing, represented the t roop ca rriers in a con- emy searchlights along the path of the mission .ference at M alta with General Browning,

M aj
. NA TA F t urned down the p roject as " impracti-Gen. J . M

.
Swing, then A merican airborn e ad viser cable." In June the req uest was repeated and en- 

• to E isenho wer , and V ice A d m.
H

.
K

. H ewitt , the larged to include attacks on N iscemi
, a road june-

naval commander of the American Western Task tion immediately north of the drop area, and en-Force. The conference completed coordination of emy fortifi cations recently discovered in the drop
 

  troop carrier routes, schedules and recognition area itself. Williams also appealed to Force 14 1
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a few F rench gliders and attempted to tow them 34 6 gliders had been complete d and delivered
,

  _ with jcc ps.
T hc glider s scarcely got off the ground

. ample as it turn ed out for both t raining an d oper-
A fter a ship ment of A merican W aco (CG -4A ) ational need s.

  =̀ Vleanwhile,
however,

ir replacable
 . 
liders had ar rived at Accra o n the G old Coast, training time h ad been lost .

The Br itish H orsu

. s troop carrier pilots were dispatched on 24 March gliders intended for 38 Wing did not ease the
: to fl y them back, but found them in such bad con- situation since they were not fl own to Africa from
x dition through neglect and tropical weather that England until late in June.  '

_ not until 22 Ap ril were they able to assemble and O nce assembled
, glid ers were not always usable.

  fl y back fo ur sample Wacos.
O n the 23d the fi rst On 7 May, vf 20 glide rs assembled only 6 h ad

consignme nt of the 500 gliders allotted to the been delivered to t roop earrier unit s for lack of

I theater began arriving at Nort h African port s. British static cables. Next day all the gliders on
  Within 2 or 3 days over SOof them were unloadcd, the fi eld at La 5cnia were damaged by wind. Ex-
; but they were far from ready for use. i" treme temperatures combined with maintenance

' The glid ers arr ived unassembled and in crates,
by indifferent and inexperienced pe rsonnel caused

fi ve crates for each glider .
T hey were unloaded rap id deterioration .

O n 16 June mvst of the gli d -
haphazard ly at several po rts.

T he result was th at ers in troop car rier possession were gro unded
"
_ assembly was repeatedly delayed because one o r for repairs, and by 30 J une so many glider s h ad

more of a set of crates had been unloaded at a developed weaknesses in the tail-wirin g th at all
different point from the rest .

Impo rt ant inst ru- were gro unded f  r three days .
T he glider-plane

ments were u navailable ; assembly was delayed interco m kits d id not arrive until the very last
for days for lack of suitable tensio meters . A t fi rst minute, too late for practice and almost too late
ne ither the d ifll culty no r thc importancc of glider fo r use.

  ;

assembly was realized
. T hus it was that d uring the fi rst two weeks of

' ' T he s it uation at Blida , one of the assembly J une th e 5 1st L   ing was un ready for anything b ut

,
-

+ centers, may be taken as an extreme exa mple. limited t raining in the funda mentals of glide r-' So me 25 of the fi rst gliders t o a rrive at A lgiers loading and glider -towing. The fi rst practice mis-
  ' were sent there on thc spur of the moment be- sion with glide rs was held on l 4 J une when t hc

ca use no p ro vision had been made for them at wing fl ew S4 Wacos with British pilots over a t ri-
' the depv t at M aison Bla nche .

Missing parts or angular 70-mile cv urse and released them to glide

•
needed equipment had to be t rucked 30 miles from down o nto Froha airfi eld

.
T he pilots fl ew in fou r-

Algier s. A ssembly at Blida was given sixth priority plane formations spaced at two-minute intervals.
. and entrusted to on e offi cer and twenty enlisted O n 20 J une , glider mission " Eve" was fl own in

men , all inexperienced
. like formation and over a simila r course with 38

  Elsewhe re, too , glider assembly had a low pri- Wing * a s an added participant.
T he results were

° v rity and
,

despite appeals frv m T roo p C arr ier good ,
but the exercises had not been realistic .

In
  C ommand

,
NA A F was reluctant to upset depot both of them the gliders had been released b y day

and service center arrangements by o rdering a to land o n airfi elds.
   '

 
 

higher prio rity . By S M ay 74 gliders had arrived T o prepare for po ssible paratroo p missions after
in the theater and l 8 had becn a ssembled . By 25 D-day, the 5 l st Wing h ad fl own four practice mis-

,
M ay 240 glider s had ar rived

,
b ut only 30 had sions with fair success .

O n 10 and 12 J une it had
been assembled

.
T hen ca me the decision to use d ropped a battalion . On 16 and 18 J une the S l st

glide rs to spearhead the British assauli .
No won- d ropped a brigade in the evening and at night re-  der G eneral D unton , commander of X II A FSC

, spect ively over dog-leg co urses s imilar to those it
2 refer red in late May to an "extreme eme rgency" might fly in H USKY

.
•

,
in glider assembly .

 ; ' A fter the second glider maneuver the t raining
O nce the cr isis was realized

,
it wa  met .

Service period ended
, and the move to the take-off fields

Command o rdered that gliders be given p riority bega n.
A cco rd ing to T roo p C arrier C ommand

, the
 

• even o ver P-38's .
A dd itional manpower was pro- British glider pilots had been given an average of

vided
.

T roo p Ca rrier units lent their expe rienced 4 .5
ho urs fl ying the Waco ,

including an a verage of

  glider mechanics to speed thc work
, a nd assem- - - -

  b ly -lin e t ech n iq u es we r e d e ve lo p ed
.

B y ] 3 J un e ,   
  3R Wing was auached to the Slst fa r operations and train-
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Force, wh ich was to h ave operation al control over H USKY 1 an d its successor,
H USK Y 2

, which

the command d uring H USKY
.
; " By 2 July, 3 8 employed A merican troops car ried by the 52d

+ Wing and the 60th and 62d Groups of the Sl st Wing. Sixteen squadrons of the wing were based
Trvop Carrier Wing had moved to the Sousse on the plains around Kairouan. The other three,

,   area. The 5 1st command post was set up in an belonging to the 316th Group, were 30 miles north
; olive grove ne ar G o ubrine beside that of its p art- at En fi d aville.

O n 9 J uly fi nal b riefi ng was com-
s ner ,

1 A irbo rn e D ivision , which was bivouacked pleted ; the planes were loaded and checked ; and

nearby.
H o wever , most of 38 W ing's Ha rsa gliders th e wing stood ready for H USK Y

.+   and the Halifax bombers to tow them did not arrive
in Tunisia until 6 July. The Halifaxes had needed The Pi  st HUSKV Mia: ion
17 modifications which took six weeks to acco m- In its fi n al form H USK Y 1 was designed to
plish

.
; ' O nly 19 of the 30 Ho rsas scnt from E ng- drop the SOSth Pa rachute Infantry R egiment,land had survived the trip . reinforced by the 3d b attali on of th e 50 4th , t wo

-• By 4 J uly the fi ve groups assigned an d at- batteries of 75 mm . pack howitzers, a comp any of
tached to the 5 2d T roop Carr ier Wing h ad occu- engineers and sundry small detachments, a total
pied their eight fi eld s aro und Kairouan and th e of 3

,
405 men , on h igh gro un d about fi ve miles  ' one at E nfi daville and set u p a wing headq ua rters northeast of the port of Gela between 2340 on 9

fi ve miles from Kairouan adjoining that of the 82d July and 0030 on D-day, 10 July. Their com-Division. On the same day the 329th Service mander was Col. James M. Gavin. Their missionGroup arrived and on the Sth set up a serviee een- was to protect the 1st Division, which was sched-ter for the troop carriers conveniently located at
uled to land on the beaches around Gela at H-M'Saken, a road junction about fi ve miles south- hour, 0245 on 10 J uly, by barring the roads

west of Sousse.{- leading to Gela from the north and east against
  N o furt her training was attempted .

D -day was G erman reserves located at C altagirone. A fter

•
  too near.

H owever ,
N AA F , perhaps remembering junction with the i st D ivision the p aratroops were

the scanty b riefing fo r T O RC H
,

h ad authorized to assist it in t ak ing the impor tan t air fi eld of Ponte
  the command to begin briefi ng as early as 1 J uly. Olivo fi ve and a half miles nort h-northeast of Gela. -Each group appears to have set its own schedule. Both of these tasks were considered of vital im-' T he 3 13th T roop Car rier G roup began briefi ng portance to the success of the invasion .'  

squadron co mmanders and intelligence ofl icers on After suppe r on 9 July the t roo ps repo rted to
1 July.

Most,
however , start ed two or three days the airfi elds and climbe d aboa rd th e planes.

A bo ut
• later. T he pilots in the 60th G ro up h ad to spend 20 15 , eager squad rons of the 6 1st T roop Car rier

two hours each mo rn ing from 5 to 9 J uly studying G roup began taking off
.

By 2 045 the last sq uad-
ma ps an d photographs,

b ut the earliest formal
ron of the last gro up was starting down the run-' briefi ng of pilots seems to have been on the 7th way.

The d ust at some fi elds was so th ick it co uld
by the 64th C; roup .

Most gro ups began formal be seen fi ve miles away and many pilots h ad to
br iefi ngs of pilots after sup per on 8 July.

'   take off on in struments.{' 
, 5o me p rotests were made later that briefi ngs The troop carr iers took o ff in 3-ship elements

ignored o r un derestimated the high winds enco un- at 30-second intervals .
Once in the air they formed

. tered o n the mission .
Ho weve r, reasonab ly accu- in stepped-up V's of V 's , compo sed

, as far as p os-
rate weather repo rts were a vailable and were t rans- sible , of nine -ship fl ights,

from e very squadron ,
•

mitted to the fl yers, at least in most cases.
Others with additional planes from var ious sq uadrons

claimed that ea rly briefi ng and cramming h ad fi tted into compo site ftights . E ach group circled
  ca used unnecessary st rain and confusion . T he S l st and asse mbled over its ho me area .

-_
W ing complained that it had had to call on its T o a void enemy observatio n they kep t below
British a irho rne teammates to supplement its maps an altitud e of 1

,
000 feet d uring assemb ly.

Th en
and photograph ic coverage.

N eve rt heless, the they fl ew   ut th ro ugh a coastal co rrido r between'
.

briefi ng was generally considered satisfactory.' i Hergla and Bou Ficha. The 1st Air Defense Wing
In describing the four major airborne missions provided fi ghter cover over Tunisia until the expe-

accomplished by the troop carriers during the in- dition departed.
 

r
vasion of Sicily, it is convenient to begin with The Kuriate Islands, 40 miles southwest of the

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8

    - .      t: 
# 1  f

 
i'  ,

=̀.
r

;'
  r

 :  
_ s . 1 .

' ti
   .

. j
. .    *•   : 

  ''r  
  s 

, .
; '  r ,

- .
',
r
.,

`
.   c°,

. -
r    

,  
,i;

s
.

r,  i '   
 .   

`% 
 

 
  Z

.   ,
,
,  c:F ,• "

 
  '

" • ' . _
 '   '̀  

V
` .      

i
_
+-     '

.
i  .   '

_   . __ .
'  3

;    o
1 _

•    
 

 

 
' tl ti

•

`
  ,  ./ 1

 
/

 
/
  f

     

_
 

,

 
. I
 

1J o
.

-  
- ` .

I

'

 

 

Q

' . y  
,
 

.
 

,
1 h

- r     : „C

.

 

 
       

   
,

 

. 
f - :  

,
"

t y.      a0,  o  • •   .  :
_   _   -   . ,  ! /   -i

'
, ,y, .  d

'    ' •A  
•

•    R    `
~

? ' ' '   o
,  ,

 "    ti ' _"-".     L   , ' r ','
. '   \    ` .'. Y.'

, , .
 

  .
 .1 1

 
.

(   .. ; ; i . , 
i , 

  `
I   ,

:
.

   

 

1r
 

 
S  . ' •

c°  '
, .

  `
`

'    
   

 
' ` '  

 

  :
•   '  t      t   

.
   

  
1  

.
 

 
e , .

.

 

' ti ' ' i

r
 

 
,
 

  I9  

` { '

  

,

,,, '
 

t
`

 
 

 

  .

  -

 
J

,  
 

  S J
•  

//!
4

"̀"      ' r
_
.
_

  .  
• '

`

'
 

/
  

,
  y:-'

•a
 
t
_.    ' !

 
`     

'

 

 

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

-   

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

°   The Sicilian Mirsions Ar taoRm:, MtsstoNSI?v Ttn; McutrEaR  xE  rr 1942-1945 - 33

corridor, were the initial point on the route.
There tween Malta and Sicily, and two fiights fl ew over

;  the carrier groups took up the sequence and inter- "hundreds of vessels" witho ut attracting fi re .
At

vals which they were supposed to keep for the least one return ing squadron, chall enged by
rest of the trip. Lt, Col. Will is W. Mitchell was to a ship, answered as prescribed by bli nking a red

  '  lead 39 aircraft of the 6 1st Troop Carrier Group bell y light, and was allowed to depart in peace . 
_

past the islands at 2 122. The 3 14th Group with Apparently only one ship,
four miles ofI the

 " 50 aircraft would follow 6 minutes later. Then the beaches near Gela, fi red at passing planes.bo
3 13th with 53 planes, 3 squadrons of the 3 16th From Cape Passero the route ran eastward of 

• ` with 35 planes and the 64th Gro up with 4 9 planes the coast of Sicily for 35 miles to a point off Punta
were to follow at 10 -minute inte rvals .

A ll groups Secca where it turned northward to follow the
sent their quotas except the 3 16th which provided coast for 14 miles to the mouth of the Acate River,
only 33 planes, and the 64th , which compensated 5 miles east of Gela. T h at the pilots hugged the
by sending 5 1

.
l n all there were 226 planes spread coast as tightly as thcy could is atte sted by the

"
,

over a distan ce of abo ut 100 miles.
From the Ku- warning in one mission repo rt,

"Beware of running
riates the route ran straight to the southeast tip of into lighthouse at Punta Secca.

"' ' A t the mouth
Malta and from there 62 miles northeast to a of th e Acate the course turn ed inland and ran al-

' = point 9 miles southwest of C ape Passero at the most due nort h over Lake Biviere to the dro p
eastern end of the so uth sho re of Sicily .

To avoid zones.
A ssuming that th e mission had to go by

enemy observation, the transpo rts were to fl y low , way of Malta, this path was perhaps the best pos-
not higher than 500 feet.

Long befo re Sicily was sible .
The Sicilian coastline under no rmal condi-

reached a large part of the expedition was off tions wo uld be an infallible guide ; the river and
route and off schedule.

    lake were suitable checkpoints, and fl ight o ver
Visibility was the biggest problem.

The sun had enemy guns was cut to a minimum.
U nfortunately,

' set as the planes were leaving Africa , and the the moon set as the fi rst planes reached their drop
quarter moon gave little light.

  nly dim night zone , and the rest had to grope th eir way over
=

'
formation lights were used

, and
, as the Oran mis- Sicily in almost complete darkness .' sion had shown, these could be seen only so long The darkness did prove of some value as a

as close formation was maintained. It was as shield against enemy fi re. Despite th e eff ort s to
° much as the pilots could do to kecp track of the destroy searchlights, three or four were observ ed,

plane ahead of them.
Some low-Hying planes were but they were ineffective .

A few antiaircraft bat-
fur ther hampered by the salt spray vn their wind- teries were in action, an d li ght machinegun fi re

• shields.
49 It was a diff icult situation fo r men inex- was enco untered all around the drop area.

N o-
perienced in night formation fl ying and unfamiliar where was the fi re very accurate or very intense.  with the V of V's. Since strict radio silence had No enemy planes were seen.

.
' been imposed, the only way to assist str agglers Surprise was also a protection. Efforts to de-

was by means of Aldis lamps, fl ashed backward stroy enemy radar by bombing had been only
from the dome. This had worked well in training partly successful. As a further precaution several

 
, exercises, but in HUSKY it proved insufl icient to B-17's equipped with jamming devices had been

hold the formation togeth er. sent ahead of the mission to cruise off the coast.
, Alli ed with the darkness was the wind, which, The results were satisfactory. The Axis forces in

when the missio n set a ut, was blowing from the Sicily appe ar to have had no wanning until 22 20
nort hwest at 25 to 30 miles an hour.

This was and none in the Cape Passero area until about
twice the maximum considered safe fo r a para- 2 330

, too late to intercept the HUSKY mission .
  troop jump. Had it not quieted considerably be - It is no teworthy that the fi rst flight of troop car-

- _
fore midnight, very few of the 82d D ivision would rier planes , passing over their objective at 2332

,
have come do wn uninjured

. 
" It did blow long had litt le oppo sition and no losses .

Lt.
Gen.

Carl

•
enough and hard eno ugh to slew the rear groups Spaatz, then commandcr of N AA F , co nsidered

• of the troop carrier formation off course. that "co mplete surprise was obtained
.
"R'

Tl ese deviations brought many planes over the However, the mission was by no means a "milk

;  convoy routes, but the naval gunners gave them nm." Eight aircraft were lost to hostile fl ak and
` , no trouble. Invasion convoys were sighted be- machine guns. All had completed dropping their
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Company near the Acate River about 3 miles east of regimental headquart ers personnel, art illery -

  of their drop zone. Assembling within an hour, men, engineers, signalmen and medics, all lumped

they took and held thc main highway bridge over together as the Headquarters Serial. The task force
the river. Most of thc rest of the 3d Battalion of commander, Colonel Gavin, ft ew in the lead with

. x the SOSth were dropped in the Vittoria area from the group commander. Col. Harold L. Clark, com-
: 10 to 15 miles east of their objective. About 180 manding offi cer of thc 52d Wing fl ew in the rear
  of them had assembled by 1900 on D-day under aircraft of the serial.

, the battalion commander, Major Krause. They The 316th fared worst of all the groups. De-
• bivouacked that night on the Gela-Vittoria high- fl ected by the wind, it missed Linosa ; it missed

way about fi ve miles west of Vittoria .   
Malta ; and it missed the south coast of Sicily. It

The 3 13th T roop Ca rrier G ro up,
bringing the made landfa ll on the east co ast near Syracuse . The

l st Battalion of the SOSth PIR , was to be the third group commande r realized where h e was and cut

gro up over the drop a rea.
Its objective , and that across the southeast corn er of Sicily to get back

•- of the next t wo groups as well
, was D Z S

, located on co urse. T h ree pilots in the rear carry ing a de-
  no rthwest of the junction of the N iscemi road molition section which was to dro p on a separate

and the coa stal hieh way and less than a mile d rop zone a nd b low up a railroad bridge over th e
''
. north of D Z T . The large bod y of p aratroop s Acate assumed that the gro up was turn ing in over

d ropped on DZ S was to ta ke t he crossro ads and the drop area . A ccordingly, they d ropped their
defend it.

T he 3 13th was blown far off co urse. At troo ps near a bridge south of Syracuse,
65 miles

least 1 sy uad ro n missed Ma lta by over 20 miles .
from their objective.

O ver Sicily the rest of the
All or most o f the group made landf tll o n the 3 16th promptly lost their way again ,

dispersed ,
east coast of Sic ily, and 23 planes d ro pped their and d ro pped their passengers,

including the task

troops aro und A vo la in the British sector, 50 miles force comman der , all o ver so utheastern Sicily.
R'

• east of their destination, in the belief they were Colonel Gavin picked himself up after his jump
near Gela. About 65 of these men assembled in and found that he was alone in a strange lan d un-

-
'

time to help the British take Avola.  "
like anything shown on the maps of the drop area.

  Airhorne and troop carrier accounts disagree as He was h.y no means sure it was Sicily. Half an
to whether the 49th Squadron of the 313th Group hour later, after fi nding two staff officers and a

' made landfall on course, but they cert ainly did dozen enlisted men, he set out to look for his task
fi nd their way to Lakc Biviere and at 0035 force. Though a few more men joined him before
dropped part af A Company about two miles dawn, lack of numbers compelled them to hole

. nort heast of the drop zone. Though hampered by up next day. Emerging aftcr dark on the IOth,
enemy fi re, about 100 men had assembled by they met troops of the 45th Division, who in-

• 0630 on U-day. They took an enemy strongpoint, formed them that they were S miles southeast of

   set up a road-block on the Niscemi road, and used Vittoria and about 25 miles east of the drop area.
- carhines and bazookas to beat off a German force Once oriented, Gavin hurried west.

with six tanks .
T hen they t urned south to take At dawn on I 1 J uly he passed th rough V itto ria .

'
 

the junetion of the Niscemi road and the coastal About D60 0 he came upo n the bivo uae of M ajor
highway.

T hey found the p illboxes there a fo r- Krause 's l 80 men and bad e the m follow him .

_ midable obstacle, but at 1045 they indueed the Further on he picked up 20 more parachutists and
Italian occupants to surrender by threatening to 40 men of the 45th Division, most of which had
direct naval artillery fire against them. The para- been halted further to the south. They told him

  t roops had no contact with the navy or anyone there we re large Ge rman fo rces ahead
.

G a vin ,
  else ,

* b ut their bluff went unch allenged
.

A n ho ur who by now commanded about 250 paratroops ,
• - afier they ha d t aken the crossroad s, elements of decided to attack

.
A short patrol action sufficed

the 1st D ivision reached th e spot .
er to drivc t hc enemy off Biazzo R idge eigh t miles

T he 3 16th T roop Carrier G roup ft ew next to east of Vittor ia ,
b ut just beyond it G avin ran into

' ,
last .

A hoard its three squad rons was a miscellany a G erman battalion backed by other fo rces of un-

*A four-man Air 5upport Detachment jumped in the next k no w n st rengt h
.

H e ch o se to d ig in .
H e e o u ld n o t

serial, but thcir equipment, an SCR-284, was lost in the drop, ad va nce , a n d t h e r id ge , wh ich d o m in a t ed th a t
- ao rhr.  wcre unable to operate. 1Bradley, A Soldier's Sro rp, p .  - t 82; H ist 3d AA F A ir Su ppo rt Co m mu nicat io ns sq., acti  a- part of the coastal highway, was a defensive posi-

t ian- 1 Sep 43.)
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.
_ Even so HUSKY 1 achieved a qualifi ed success. mend against the dispatch of airborne troop

An American general stated that it saved 48 movements."  "
   hours for Seventh Army. Marshal Kesselring's Patton's task force had no desire to lose its
• postwar reminiscences belittled the effectiveness airborne cohorts. It supported Ridgway to such

_  . t7f the a irbo rn e tro ops in H USKY
, calling them effect that wit hin t wo or th ree days an agreement

; " weak" and "scattered "
.

Yet Kesselring admitted was reached that Western T ask Fo rce would with-
,  that they " ve ry considerably impeded the advance hold fi rc over a prescr ibed cor ridor during the

of the H ermann G oering Divisio n .
" " timc set for the reinfo rcement missions . J ust when

• • O n the othe r h and
, the o perat ion revealed gra ve and how the timing and cor rid or were selected is

weaknes  es in troo p c arrie r capab ilities .
General obscure,

but it was fi n ally decided that the mission s
R idgway felt it had "demonstrated hey v nd anti   wo uld be timed so that the lead planes would
dv uhr that the A ir Force . . . cannot at present make landfall o ff Sicily at 2 230 .

T heir course was
put parachutc units, even as la rge as a battalion to be fro m the K uriates around 'Vlalta and from

- within effec tive attack d istance of a chosen drop there to Sampieri* on the Sicilian coast.
Samp ieri

,' zone at night.
" ' " Since the r isks of an airborne abo ut 30 miles east ,o f Gela , was o n the ext reme

mission by d aylight appeared proh ibitive , the p ro - edge of the A merican zone of operatio ns.
R o uting

  ponents of airbo rne wa rfare were faced with an the troop car riers through thcre would seem to
ugly dilemma . A salution was sough t th ro ugh he the best way to avo id the convoys off the in-
greater train ing in night fo rmation fl ying, the de- vasion beaches.

O nce over the coast, the planes
veloprnent o f pathfi nder tactics, and the int rod uc- were to 8y towa rd Gela ove r a corr idor two miles
tio n of new aids to navigat ion .

  ' wide and ro ughly two miles inland at an altitude
of abo ut 1,

00 0 feet .
After drop ping t heir t roops

The Se co nd HUSKY Missio n
or releasing their gliders, the troop ca rriers were

• A bo ut the middle of J une when the planning to proceed parallel to the sho re and two o r three
  for HUSKY tn ission was approach ing completion , miles inland past Licata on the western edge of

a new airbo rne project had bee n conceived . T his the invasion a rea before t urn ing out to sea .
On

' was to ft y the two rema ining regiments of the 82d   J uly,
Fo rce 34 3 sent me ssages conta ining thisDivision to Sicily befo re D plus 6 and deposit informatio n to its corps and d ivisions an d t o• thcm within the A llied lines as reinfo rcements.Several glide r a nd parach ute missions were de-

the U
.

S
.

Navy .
Its cour ier was info rmed at cen-

' signed fo r the purpose . A ll involved fl ight over tral emba rk at ion headquarters in T unis th at West-

,
A llied troop s and probably ove r the heavy convoy ern T ask Force had received the message .

T'

traff ic in the invasion area . None could be estab - G eneral W illiams said in A ugust "they [the
' lished in advance , since their feasib ility depended NavyJ k new th e exact ope ration six days be fo re .

" 72

- on the success achieved by the invasion . Ad miral H ewitt offieially asserted th at h e did not
- O n 2 1 J une,

G eneral Ridgway, well a ware of receive the in st ructions until h is fl eet was at sea
the naval attitude toward aircraft over convoys, under radio silence, and that he would have op-• went to General Browning to get a guarantee that

. posed the decision if he could.t At least he had
such reinforcement missions would not be fi red

_
_

upo n .
B ro w n ing re p lied t h a t W es te rn T as k F o r ce • s everal Iroop carrier a    ounts name Donnalucata, five

c  u ld co n t ro l it s w a r sh ip s b u t h a d dec lined t o miles west of Sampieri, as their entry point. Evidence as to
the r iuse and signifi cance of this discrepancy is lacking. (Histsbe an s we r a b le fo r t he g u n c re w s o f in e rc h an t m e n   Ist TC Gp and 53d TC Sq l ul 43.)

- a n d s m a ll e s c o r t c r a ft
.

N e x t d a R id ' w a t OOk '  His sta te ment, wh ile far from ac cu ra te,
is so revealing of

Y+ i y thr N a vy viewpo in t as to dese rv e c it at io n : " T he A ir F o rce did

#
111S C3 SC t o a c o n f e r e n c e p r e s id e d o v e r b y E is c n - p rnm ulRatc h y d ispatch tn th e fo rces a t sea , the pla nned ap-

proach and e  ress of transpon planes carry ing paratroops on
• , ho wer h im se lf

.
T he r e t he na va l rep r e sen t a tivc re - Ihe night of D-t %D day lsicl . Written information on the plans

- f use d to r o v ide a co rr id o r fo r a n a ir bo r ne m is -
f° r Ihr empluymr nt of paralroops was never received . TheP y matter of routm  transport airc raft in the assault area had nat

sio n a ft e r D -d a  .
G en e r a l R id w a t hc n t oo k t h c

heen submitted to the Naval and Military Commanders for} g y cxnmination with a vicw to carly recognition of implications
 

.
d ra st ic s te p o f no t ify ing ,vt a j

.
G e n .

G eo ff rey K ey es ,
to those two services. In point of tact thc route sclcctcd by the
Air Force was not suitab le From a naval standpoint. The Naval

Pa tto n 's c h ie f o f st a ff a nd de p u t y co m m an d c r o f ( 'ommander however. received this unilateral decision only
a fte r radio-silencc was im po sed

, and he wa s u nah le lo giveF o r c e 3 4 3
,

t h a t " u n le SS s a t is f a c t o r y a s s u r a n c e s vo ice to h is ob iect io ns.
" t Ar t io n Repo rt W estern N a va l T ask 

Fo rce . The Sicilian C am pa ign O perat io n " H U SKY " l u ly-A u-- were obtained from the Navy,
1 wo uld reco m-   t„t lya3, pp, 1s, vo, in KC RC. se  enth Army File, No. 370.2)
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becn notifi ed of the projected missions and so an hour earlier than in H U SKY 1 the p ilots

. had the a the r headq ua rters concern ed
. wo uld have daylight as far as L inosa.

The route

•
A t 180 0 o n l 0 J uly the troop car rier u nits were ran north of Linosa to the m id point of th e coast of

alertcd for the parachute operation, which is Malta. Accounts vary as to the height fl own en
'   known as IiUSKY 2 or by its code name as route but it appears to have been between 700 an 

.• . MACKALL WHITE. The situation was not l ,000 feet above sea level.7g  deemed favorable, and about half an hour later All at fi rst went well. The night was clear and
the mission was postponed.T  calm. The moon shone bright. The pilots, confi -

~ At OR39 on 11 July, General Ridgway sent or- dent that the mission would be a "milk run," were
ders from Sicily to 82d D ivision R ear in T unisia concentrating with ad mirable success on correcting
to proceed with M AC KA LL W H IT E

.
T he o rder their weakness in formation fl ying.

T hey ro un ded

was reeeived in N orth A frica at 1l 00 and aekn owl- the so utheastern co rn er of M alta and approached

edged at 11 I5
.

M otivated
, perhaps by R idgw ay's Sicily in goo d formation and ap proxim ate]y o n

  misgivings, Seventh Army notifi ed its own corps course. North of Malta a few encountered convoys
and divisions of the impending mission and warned and were fired upon. Though the fi re had li ttle

  them against fi ring on it. The army also notifi ed elTcct this was a bad omen. It showed that three
' Xl t Air Support Command and Western Task days of tension had tightened the trigger-fi ngers

T'orce and asked them to direct their units to take of the antiaircraft crews.' "
ca re not to fi re on the troop carr iers.

T ime was O ver Sicily scattered cumulus clouds at about
sho rt ,

but Lt .
Gen .

O mar N
.

Bradley, command - 1,
0 00 feet made it h arder to keep fo rmatio n and

ing I I Co rps, was informed that afternoo n that the led some flights to make minor ch anges in altitude
notifi cation of his tro op s had been accomplished

.
7' to 8y o ver them .

T hisJmade identifi cation from

,
The objective of MA CKA LL W H ITE was to the gro und so mewhat more diff icult.

A t the same
drop the 50 4th PIR ( less its 3d Battalion ) , thc time a light gro un d haze may h ave blurred the

_
  37bth Pa rach ute F ield A rtillery Battalion , and a pilots' view of thc land marks in the co rridor .

80

, company of Engineers at F arello , an ab an doned How much influence these mildly unfavo ra ble con-
airfi eld th ree miles east of G ela.

T hey were to be ditions had on ensuing events no one can say.

,
Hown to their destination b y 144 planes, d rawn Th e 6 rst fl ight or two of the 3 13th T roop Car-
almo st ey ually from the 6 1st ,

3 13th , 3 14th , and rier G ro up fl ew t ranq uilly to Farello air fi eld and

• 3 16th T roop C arrier G ro up s o f the 52d T roop made the ir d rop slightly befo re 2 24U
,

fi ve minutes
Ca rrie r W ing. (The 64th G ro up was be ing re- ahead of their scheduled time.

The squadro n be-
" turned to the S l st Wing.

) O wing to the relatively hind the m had already sighted Lake Biviere and

.
light losses in HU SK Y 1, th e 52d had more than this ind icates they were inside the co rrido r . At that
enough planes for the task in hand.13 moment one nervous gunner opened fi re. It has

. Not until comparatively late did the troop car- never been clearly established whether the fatal
rier units gct word of thc task ahead of thcm. One shot came from land or sea, nor does it much

_ sq uadron got its o rders at 160 0 and was br iefed at matter .
A lmost inst antly machine gu ns an d anti-

  1700
.

A t 190 0 th e fi rst aircraft took ofl . T he ]ast aircraft batte ries afl o at and asho re opened up fo r
group to lea ve began taking off at 194 5.7

° the entire le ngth of the in vasion heaches .
81

' The fl ight tactics used in HUSKY 2 closely re- The 3 13th attempted to fl y out along the corri-
sembled those of HUSKY 1, but with some sig- dor according to plan but was apparently driven

. nifi cant diff erences. As before, the planes Ic:ft the to make a premature exit over Licata and en-
  round in 3-sh ip elements at 30 -second intervals, co untered heavy fi re fro m the convoys co ncen - 

,
and the basic fo rmation was the 9-sh ip V of V 's. tr ated there.

• Howeve r, this time the fo rmatio n was stepped When the ba rrage began , the fi rst fiigh ts oE th e
down , making it easie r to see the silhouette of the 6 Ist T roop Carrier G roup were just enterin g the

,
lead aircraft against the sky.

77 corrido r .
Their rear two squ ad rons, still 5 or 10

' The 3 13th T ro op C arrier G roup ,
fl ying in the miles o ffsho re, were h it very h ard by naval fi re

lead, was to pass the Kuriate Islands at 20 16. The on which "no amount of recognition signals had
- 61st, 3 14th and 3 16th Groups were to follow at the least effect."q= 5ince the approach to the

' ' 10-minute intervals. By leaving thP "    ' ,t corridor was supposedly free of shipping, someone
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that it was German.
The result was a number o f turn ing pilots remarked sardonicall y,

"E vidently

  unnecessary shootings and skirmishes.
Even the the safest place for us tonight while o ver Sicily

1st Division, which should have known better since would have becn over enemy territory ."94 Some
Farellu was in its sector, fi red on the descending pilots report ed sighting enemy aireraft. This is

- 'a troops and listed the 504th in a G-2 report as a quite pvssible, but in the confusion they could
: German parachute regiment.  A few smal ler units have been mistaken. There is no reli able evidence
  • may have had the excusc of ignorance, instructions of enemy air action against the troop carriers.°b

having failed to reach them in time. Such appar- Early reports that the ground and naval com-- ` ently was the case with so me antiaircraft batteries. mands had not been notifi ed of the mi ssion and
Over 400 of the paratroops in H U SKY 2 were its ro ute appear to have been true only in the case

casualties.
O nly 44 died in crashes, since only 6 of a few small units .

Control of antiaireraft by
planes were shot down before making their drop .

both naval and ground units was cert ainly very
Fo ur were fo und dead in returning planes, and weak and co uld have be en improved

.
However,

'
_ several were wounded while aboard the aireraft. after considering all aspects of the case, the All ied

Since some jumped despite wounds, it is hard to commanders found only two ways to ensure that
tell just how many were shot during or after their in the future no nervous or ill-informed gunner

 
• jump, but it was a considerable number.90 could set off a t;arrage against an airborne mission.

From a military point of view the tragedy lay,
The fi rst was to avaid all antiaircraft concentra-

not in the casualties, but in the dispersal of a tions and particularly all convoys even more than
crack unit just when it was needed. On the morn- w'as done in Sicily.°6 The other was not merely to
ing of 12 July, General Ridgway could only re- notify friendly forces along the route of a mission

  port that elements of the 504th PCT were "drib-
but to forbid them absolutely to fi re at any aircraft

bling in." At midnight on 13 July, 48 hours after while the mission was in progress.97
  HUSKY 2 and 4 days after HUSKY l , he had For three months the notion that airborn e re-

  on hand only 3,024 out of 5,307 men fl own to inforcement missions were inherently too danger-
Sicily in those two lifts.91 ous to be worthwhile seemed on the verge of be-

  HUSKY 2   was a costly and demoralizing fail- coming doctrine. Then, as will be discussed in

_ ure. Yct it secro s reasonably certain that before Chapter IV, a reinforcement mission fl own at
being fi red upon the mission was on the way to Salerno proved [hat such operations could succeed

. success. All groups appear to have been in forma- and pay high dividends.9e

tion and close enough to fi nd the objective. Normal
- dispersion around the airport would have been a   OBROKE, The Glider Mission Against

_ minor inconvenience, since the terrain was suita-
Syracuae

ble and in friendly hands. The 51st Troop Carrier Wing had as much

,
In this connection one myth should briefl y be trouble towing British gliders in LADBROKE as

disposed of. According to this story, the German the 52d experienced with American paratroops in
_

co unteratt acks of 11 July amounted to a recapture H U SK Y
.

On the night of 9 J uly 109 C-47's of
• of the whole Farello area.

Hence the fi re which T roop C arrier Command
, and 28 Albemarles and

greeted the troo p carriers was assumed to be 7 Halifaxes of 38 Wing were ready to go . Waiting
- enemy &re.

°2 Such a nvtion may have led some to be towed were 136 Waco gliders and $ Ho rsas.
pilots to jettison their troo ps prematurely or to re- The latter,

because of their size , were to be to wed

_
turn without dropping them. However, this notion b y the four-engine Halifaxes , supplemented by one
was unfo unded . Farello was within the A llied lines A lbemarle.

The glide r pilvts were drawn from the 
and General Ridgway and his staff were standing British glider pilot regiment, reinforced by 19

• . on the airfi eld when the dro p w as made .°  The cor- A merican glider pilots who had volunteered for
ridor did lie very close to the front and at least one the mission. The gliders were to carry the British

, plane which overran it was brought down by Ger- airlanding brigade under Maj. Gen. G. F. Hopkin-
• man machine gunners in the vicinity of Comiso. son. Their armament included seven jeeps, six

However, it was noted at the time that ihe heaviest 6-pounder guns and ten 3-inch mortars.99 At 1842
fi re came, not from the front but from A llied guns the fi rst aircraft of the Troop Carrier Co mmand

'  
along the beaches to the left of the corridor. Re- was hitched to its glider, rolled down the runway,
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•
jacent strip southwest of it. Both Dunn and Wil- ously. It seemed at times as though the air was

.r
liams later stated that the zones had been made full of planes and gliders coming from all direc-
too small. tions.

T he bridge was less than half a mile west of the In this melee teamwo rk between carrier p ilot

-   outer harbor of Syracuse, but t he concentration of and glider p ilot proved inadey uate .
After all

, they
 

antiaircraft guns around that city h ad d ictated an had never rehea rsed a release under anyth ing like
  .. approach fro m the south , which in turn h ad la rgely comb at conditio ns. T o add to their troubles,

be-
determined the location of the W aco land ing zo nes . tween 2 5 and 30 percent of the intercom sets,

` T he troop car rier fo rmations were to take C ape supposed to p rovide telepho ne connection s be -
Ognina as the initial point for their fi nal run , and tween plane a nd glider, wo rked ba dly or not at all

.
set their co urse a mile off its tip for the end of T he glider s were supposed to cast off on verb al or
Cape M urro di Po rco .

H a lfway between these visual sign als from thc plane.
Instead

, about a

capes and about 3 ,0 00 yard s southeast of that dozen troop car rier crews released their gliders an d

  ' part of the sho re nearest to LZ's 1 and 2 th e pilots at least h alf a dozen glider crews cut loose without

we re to give o rde rs fo r the release of the gliders, a proper signal.

  turn to the right an d head so uth ,
homewa rd bo und

.
A fter releasing their glider s the t roop car riers

• Origin ally the W aco gliders towed by the 6 0th d ro pped their tow ropes, turned so uth , and hea ded

G roup were to be released at an altit ude of 1,500 for ho me at 160 miles an hour , a brisk cruising
feet for LZ 1 and thosc of the 6 2d G roup at 1,100 speed for the C-4 7.

Most of them followed o rders
feet for LZ 2 .

A t the last minute these heights were to kccp above 6,
OOU feet until past Malta in case

both increased by 300 feet .
Since the W aco was they met a convoy.

Several planes did eneoun ter
ord inarily able to glide l 5 times its h eight at re- con voys,

but the ships, reassured by their height ,
lease, the glider s sho uld h ave been able in both d id not fi re .

O rd ers were to p ass at least fi ve miles
' instances to fl y a bout two miles further than would southeast of M alta in order to keep clear of the 52d

  presumahly be necessary .
1'he H orsa gliders W ing.

headed for LZ 3 were to be released at 3,500 Malta blazed with searchli ghts, and its radio
  feet.'   " beacon was picked up on many compasses, al-

_
In the dim li ght of the low quarter moon the fi rst though the signal had been changed from Y to O.

seven planes made their run exactly on schedule Beyond M alta the troop carr iers descended to 2 ,-

. undetected and undisturbed
.

T hen the defenders 500 feet.
Icing conditions,

however ,
forced some

awoke.
Searchlights swept the sky, and from the to other levels .

They then headed straight for
- beaches to the city antiaircraft batteries began to Tunisia. The fi rst plane of the 60th Group got

_
fi rc. Only two searchlights were near the landing home at 00 15, and the fi rst from the 62d Group
area and the fl ak from the beaches was so light came in at 0055. The quadrants on the homing

.
and scanty that no aircraft we re ser iously dam- beacons had been reversed in the fi nal br iefi ng,
aged

.
T he win g comman der later said there was and o ne radio beam was reported to be " wandering

_
no fl ak within several thousand yards of the glider and inaccurate .

" Four or fi ve pilots were led

  release point ." '3 H owever , the ligh ts and 8 ares astray, one landing as far away as T ripoli
.

H ow-
dazzled the pilots and smoke of the 6rin g,

bo rnc ever,
before da wn every one of the 137 plan es

• o n the no rthwest wind
,

dr ifted ove r the shore and which h ad left A frica on LAD BRO KE miss ion h ad
the release area .

Confusion set in .
P ilots fo un d it landed safely in friendly territory .

' n'
increasingly diffi cult to judge their position or Despite some misgivings, the carrier pilots'
even to see the shore. Several found that if they initial report s indicated that 95 percent of the' turned and ran west, the land was silhouetted be- gliders had been released at app roximately the

 
_ neath the moo n.

O thers had to swing around and p ro per point. By 11 J uly the staff of S l st W ing
repeat their runs.

T hese planes fl ew th ro ugh th e had calculated that over 70 gliders had landed in
formation s beh ind them.

Some p ilots, anxio us to the Syracuse area , and it clung to this estimate as
• all ow for the wind , released W aco gli der s as high late as 2 3 J uly.

F in ally T roop Carrier Command
as 3

,
000 feet , so that they p assed th rough rather concluded that 5 8 gli ders h ad landed in Sicily.

  than under the stream of traffi c . Several formati ons Even this figure seems larger by four than the
1 h ad overrun each other and released simultane- evidence wa rrants .

' °' 
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usually jammed shut. The terrain around the ever might be said to its credit, LADBROKE

,  
Ianding zones was checkered with orchards and mission was costly and ineff icient. The casualties
vineyards, and, especially to the east, the fi elds were reckoned a month later at 605 ofli cers and

z were small and bounded by the stone walls charac- men, of whom 326 were missing, probably

, teristic of southern Italy. Seven Wacos hit trees, drowned. In return for that sacrifi ce, about 5
' ._, and six Wacos and two Horsas crashed into walls. percent of the airborn e troops had reached their

Many o thers had ro ugh landings.
The most costly objective and gone into action at the Ponte

'
,,

loss was that of a Horsa which fl ew head on into Grande.
" "

the canal bank almost on the edge of its landing
zone and only 40 0 yards fro m the bridge.

Casual-
FUSTIAN, The Bid fo r   o ta nia

ties in the other accidents were surprisingly low, On 10 Ju1y, the day after LADBROKE, the
but most of the heavy equipment was damaged or 51st Troop Carrier Wing began briefi ng for

- jammed within th e glidcrs. GLUTTON, a mission in which the British 2
Enemy resistance played its part. One of the parachute Brigade was to jump near a stone bridge

 
Horsas which struck a wall had been hard hit by three miles west of Augusta, capture th e bridge,-. enemy antiaircraft and landed with its ammuni-
tion exploding.

Three gliders which landed near and hold it fo r the passage of the Eighth A rmy .
the shore were attacked on landing by enemy

The pilots wer.e ready and the troo ps were at the

troops.10A field when at 1830 hours General Williams decided

T he troops aboard the one Horsa which landed to postpo ne the project for 24 hours.

on LZ 3 removed their gun from the glider and Next day at 16 30 o rders came to the airfi elds

moved immediately against the Ponte Grande,
to proceed with G LUTT ON

.
A t 1700 the T welfth

' which was only a few hundred yards away.
Th ey

A ir Force called the mission off
.

The Eighth

  took the bridge , removed the demolition charges,
A rmy was rapidly nearing A ugusta and needed

and thre w them into the river.
Reinfo rcements ar- no help .

Th is was just as well
,

fo r the drop zone
' rived shortlv from another Horsa abo ut a half mile

designated for G LU TT ON was later fo und to be

to the south.
By mo rning 8 offi cers and 65 enlisted an area of rocks and gorges .

" '

' men were holding the bridge. They were joined On 12 July the 5 1st Wing began briefi ng for

, about 0730 by a small group, including one Ameri- FUSTIAN, a mission designed to take the Prima-
can glider pilot, who had fought their way north- sole bridge over the Simeto River about fi ve miles

. ward from the vicinity of the W aco landing zo nes . south of the city of Catania. A gain came the dis-

_
At 0 800 enemy counte rattacks began and con- appointment of a postponement.

The Eighth A rm y
tinued into the afternoon. By 15 30 hours the air- was slo wing down and was n  t with in striking

' born e troops had been pushed east along the canal distance. Next day, however, Montgomery de-
  ban k away from the bridge. Scvcre mort ar and ' cided on an all-out eff ort to break through into

_
artillery fi re had left only 4 ofl5cers and 15 enlisted the Catania plain before the Germans could eon-

  men unwounded. Their ammunition was running solidate their defenses. Swift passage over the
low, and they were surrounded by about a bat- Simeto was essential tv his plan, and at 1630 on

. talion of enemy soldiers. Under these circum- 13 July the troop carriers were alerted for
stances, they surrendered. FUSTIAN. Final briefi ng took place at 1745.1 z

_
The foe,

howeve r,
had no time to blow up the FU ST IAN was to be a paratroo p missio n rein-

bridge. Before he co uld plant fresh explosives,
forced by glider-bo rn e artillery with 135 planes

} patrols of the British 5 D ivision arrived, drove providing the lift . The Sl st Troop Carrier Wing
  _ the enemy from the bridge and rescued the captive had assigned l 0 5 C-4 7's,

5 1 each fro m the 60 th

survivors of the airlanding brigade. and 62d Groups and 3 from the 64th Group.
,

General Montgomery later statcd that the taking These, reinforced by 11 Albemarles of 38 Wing,
• of the Ponte Grande saved him seven days. In were to carry 1,856 troops of the British l Para-

addition the local actions which occurred around chute Brigade with some enginee r and medical

  many widely scattered gliders undoubt,edly dam- personnel attached. Following them would be 8
  aged enemy communications and morale. What- Waco gliders and 11 Horsas, towed by 12 Albe-
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been alert ed against an attack by A xis torpedo lost 9 aircraft,
had 2 3 damaged

, and had 30 cas-

•   planes .
While the destroyers had been notifi ed of ualties.

The combined casualties of the S l st Wing
FUSTIAN, the transports and cargo ships had and thc 38 Wing as reported about 2 weeks after
not. They mistook the cargo racks of the C-4?'s the mission included 1 known dead, 14 wounded

' for torpedoes, and some, contrary to instructions, and 35 men missing.'17
 
  ppened fi re on their own initiative .

This fi re con- A large number of pilots who had lost forma-
- vinced othe rs that an air attack was under way,

tion cireled up and down the coast looking for a
arid the action became general

.
Some ships even- way thro ugh the $ak. Ten o F them turned back

  ° tually recognized the planes as friendly.
Oihers with iheir troops and headed for Africa, raising

igno red or failed to see recognition lights and to 25 the total of complete planeloads brought
8ares.

Why IF F was not more eff ective in pre- back after passing Malta. The British paratroops
venting the mishap is, as in H U SK Y 2

,
by no repo rt ed that many of these unsuccessful pilots had

means clear. ranged abo ut the Ca tania area until their gas ran
: Only two aircraft were shot down by th e con- lo w, some seeking a way through the fl ak

, others
voys.

However, nine were forced to turn back searching in vain fo r chec k-po ints obsc ured by

 
by injury to planes o r pilots .

T wo of the nine smoke and fl ame.
• had collided while taking evasive action, and an-

Nine o ut of ten of the pilo ts did fl y through the
other which turn ed back with its engine afi re may barrage, some so low that they hit trees and hay-
o r may no t have been hit.

A bout six more gave stacks, while others took vio lent evasive action.
up and went home without appreciable damage. The narrative of a jumpmaster on o ne of the miss-
Misunderstanding may have played a part , since ing planes vividly shows what it was like .

A fte r
fi ve pilots asserted that they return ed on o rders circling twice in search of an opening through the
from the squadro n commander.

The crew of one barrage, the plane was hit and went into a dive.plane admitted that they were upset by reports Then:  of the disaster in HUSKY 2 .
T he pilo ts w ho pus hed o n to the Sic jljan co a st   e crew chie f started to get out a rubber dingy. We

- ran into w hat see m ed to the m a w all o f an tia ir-
turned again and Major Curtis shoutcd back

, "This
time we will go in no matter what happens.

" We went

.
c raft fi re .

T he fl ak w as co nce nt rated in a b arrage over the coast 1ow, about l 00 feet and fast. I didn't
a lo ng the co ast .

B eh ind it n ear t he d ro p z o nes w as know the aircraft would go so fast.
We seemed to be

. mac hine -g un fi re ,
inte nse in plac es ,

b ut o n the rocking.
Th ere was a great dca l of antiaircraft and also

w ho le no t m o re than m ight have been e xpec ted
.

small ca liber fi re. Two searchlights caught us and held

• T he eo m binatio n ,
ho w eve r, w as a disco nc ertingly us all the way until we jumped. Major Curt is c limbe d

to 4 o r 500 feet and throttled back and gave us a nice
_

se rio us threat to the un arm ed
, unarm o red

,
infl am - jump. 1 didn't see him again .""

_
mable transports. Nine planes in the paratroop

_ echelon were shot down, Fo rt unatcly, all had T he principal landmarks on the way to the drop
made at least a part ial drop of their troo ps, and zones were the Simeto River, a marshy lake south

_
fo ur of them,

including an A lbemarle , we re able to of the river mouth, the Primasole bridge, which
  limp o ut to sea for successful emergency landings was abo ut three miles inland

, and the Gorn alunga
on the water. Three British planes in the glider canal, which entered th c Simeto on its south side

• echelon were reported missing, and were probably a yuarter of a mile above the bridge. In the fl at,
victims of enemy fi re. In all, 14 planes, about 10 heavily ditched fi elds near the river four rectangles,

- percent of the initial force, wcre shot down in each ab  ut 1
,
000 yards long from east to west and

; FUST IA N
. 300 o r 400 yards wide fro m nort h to south,

had

. Antiaireraft fro m convoys and enemy co mbined been selected as drop zo nes .
D Z 1 lay no rth of a  damaged 34 planes; one othe r was damaged by a bend in the river about a mile northwest of th e

barrage balloon. Three of the damaged craft were Primasole. DZ 2 and DZ 3
, which were respec-'

. irreparable ; all but one o r two of the rest we re tively one and a half and two and a half miles
made operational within two days. It is note  west of the bridge, lay on the south side of the
wo rthy that altho ugh the 6 2d Gro up, which fl ew canal

. DZ 4 was located at a erossroads north of
  •

fi rst, was not hard hit, the 60th, which followed, the river and two and a half mile s no rthwest of
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achievement almost unparalleled in the Sicilian glider-born e antitank guns.
The day began with

,   aperations.* Within a few minutes three sticks an ineffective strafi ng by German planes .
Sporadic

fro m later fl ights had also landed on that drop attacks we re made in the morn ing by elements of

zo ne. However, all the troops on D Z 3 belonged the Goe ring D ivision, some of which were south
  to 2 Battalion .

T his had the mission of taking the of the river.  dominating heights which ro se about two miles A bout noon substantial German for ces sent by
 

south of the bridge.
T hey therefore marched south truck from Catania began attacks which drove the

, witho ut playing any part in the fi ght at the bridge British from the north end of the bridge .
By 1800

` itself
.

Despite an unfort unate clash with some of the Germans were using an 88-mm. gun to blast
their own men who had dropped nearer the objec- the paratroops fro m their pillbo xes and foxholes at
tive, they took a strong position o n the hills and the south end

.
The defenders were almo st o ut of

by morn ing had established a defensive perimeter. ammunition, an occupational hazard for para-
The gliders were to arrive abo ut Ol UO, at which troops, and were in serious danger of being over-

" time the situation around the bridge was expectcd run. Fortunately, the Germans had not yet brought
to be well in hand

.
In fact, the hattle for the up tanks against thein and had not been ablc to get

,t
bridge had hardly begun at that hour, and so me of mo re troaps so uth of the rive r.

T he E ighth A rmy

• the gliders had to unload under fi re . The Ho rsas had not yet arrived
, and co mmunication with it was

were to be released over the bridge to land on possible only at long intervals over one damaged
LZ 8 , a triangle about 500 yards long with the radio set .

Lathbury and his men therefore aban-
bridge at its apex, the river an d the canal o n its doned the bridge and fell back to join the 2 Bat-
north side and the highway on its east side.

The t tlion on ihe hills to the south .
Wacos, released over an ox-bow bend in the river Although savagely attacked by the German 4th
a mile west of the bridge, were to land on LZ 7, a Parachute Regiment, which was supported by

  rectangle 600 yards long on the north bank of the artillery , the 2 Battalion had stood fi rm. Fire from

-
  river within the bend

.
t a cruiser which put its six-inch guns at their serv-

Of the 16 gliders which left A frica, one Horsa ice had helped them hold their position.
Thus th e

• was accidentally released over the sea.
Fo ur other navy which had so nearly wrecked FU ST IA N

gliders were missing after the engagement and had played a part in saving it. Just before dark Eighth

probably been sho t do wn.
Three made disastrous A rmy tanks appeared in the distance, and the Ger-

. c rash landings, and four were neutralized by land- mans fell back
.

ing among strong enemy defe nses several miles Ne xt day the paratroo ps with so mewhat limited

• away. reinforcements from the advance-guard o f Eighth

.
Only fo ur gliders, all Ho rsas, played a signifi cant A rmy co unterattacked the Primasole,

but the Ger-
part in the actio n.

One landed o n LZ S
, o ne on the mans had dug in at the bridge and were able to

.
- highway beside it, and one skidded into a fi eld thro w them back

.
A heavie r attack at dawn on

south of the canal half a mile west of that landing 16 July retook the Primasole almost intact.
A s at

_
zone. Though one jeep stuck in its glider, t he the Ponte Grande the Germans had not found

t other two we re suffi cient to haul their three six- time to dispose of it, although they had managed

po under guns into position around the bridge he- to do superfi cial damage with an antitank mine .
• fore dawn .

The occupants of ano ther Ho rsa,
The b rigade had lost 27 killed and 78 wo unded.

which landed seven miles to the so uth,
drove up   n l 2 A ugust ,

3 14 of its personnel were still

. to the bridge with their gun next day. missing.
1=o

4
' By morning about 2 S0 paratraops had gathered Fo urteen planes and 50 0 men would have been

  at the bridge with two mortars and the three a small price to pay for brcaching the German
• - _ _

defenses .
Instead

, the Germans succeeded in estab-
  The 7th s quadron ha  p  t only one s  idrr ast,ore ut LAD- lish ing a line jn fro nt o f C atania , and they hel d it

BROKE. the worst rrcord of any unit in that operation.
. t o f tcn Rlidcrs whosc height at relcase was reponed, six until fl an ked e arly in A ugust by A llied ope ration s
. w  r: rcleased at betwecn 500 and 800 fcct, and onc pilot who in the inte rio r of Sie ily .

T h us , altho ugh the B rit ish
released a glidcr as high as I,S00 feet felt it necessary to justify
himself. Th us the statement (NAAFTCC, Report of Sicilian c la ime d that by sav ing the P rim aso le ,

F U ST I A N
Campaign, p. 93) that Wacos were to drop at between 1,400

1
' and 1,800 feet and Ho rsas fra m 3,SW feet m ay be regarded as had enabled them to get across the Simeto a week
- an erro r resulting fro m confusio n of F U ST IA N with LAD- s o o n e r th a n t h e y o th e rw is e c o u ld h a v e d o n e ,

  "t
BROKE.
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O p e rat io ns in I ta ly A IRBOANE M TSSIONS IN T HE M EDn1ERRANEAN 19 4 2- 194 5 - S 

. •
the paratroops in the airhead. The division would the vicinity of Rome to help defend that city

f then be able to fi ght as a complete unit. However, a; ainst the Germans. If this were done, Italy
• naval reconnaissance of the sandbars around the would join the Allies. So pleasing a prospect

Volturn o's mouth indicated th at a landing there eclipsed all previous plans.
' was not feasible. Cancellation of this part of the General Eisenhower saw that the offer of an-

; mission, under consideration for several days, was operation to save Rome might be decisive. He
'  not announced to the 82d until 3 September.a was 5rmly resolved on AVALANCHE and lacked

Without this contact with the sea th  airborne resources for a second amphibious landing of any
- - troops faced isolation until help could arrive from size. By using the planes earmarked for the Vol-

Salerno. Estimates of the minimum time in which turn o operation he could send an airborne force
they could be reached ranged from four to eight to the Italian capital. He indicated to the Italians
days (It was later recognized that the Fifth Army his readiness to do this, provided the Badogli o
might not have reached them for a month.) . Be- govern ment would publicly proclaim an armistice

- tween Salerno and the Volturno lay more than 40 and pledge full military support to the airborne
  miles of very diff icult terrain. Nevertheless, the mission. Late at night on 1 September the Italians

airborne commanders were eager for the mission, decided to accept his terms. Two days later they
x and later regretted th at it did not take place.° They signed a secret armistice.s

believed that their men could maintain themselves Planning was begun immediately for the R ome
until relieved

, provided -that Fifth A rmy moved mission, which was christened GIA NT II
.

About
quickly, and that,

if worst came to wo rst, they noon on 2 September General Ridgway was called
could take to the hills . to a conference with the commanding general of

The air scaff s were much less optimistic .
D uring N AA F at La M arsa, where he was briefiy informed

ils isolation the airbo rne force wo uld have to be that a landing at Rome was being considered and
' supplied by air. The number of planes needed for was told to repo rt to 15th A rmy Group at Syracuse

this task was variously estimated at from 90 to to assist in its preparation. On 3 September,
--
 

145 a day or from 30 to 4S percent of all the Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark, likewise summoned to
  C-47's in the theater. Because of the distance Syracuse, was shocked to learn from Eisenhower

hetween Salerno and the fighter bases in Sicily , all and Alexander that his Fifth A rmy would have to
' available fi ghter planes wo uld be occupied in forgo its Volturno operation to make possible the

,
maintaining cover over the beachheacl ; hence , the mission to Rome. A ltho ugh some of the troop
resupply missio ns would have to make th eir ft ights carrier stafl knew as early as 2 September that

. to the Capua area unesco rt ed
.

The enemy, ex- G IA N T II was a po ssibili ty,
it appears that the

pecting their arrival
, could ambush them with command did not rece ive formal notifi cation that

fi gllters o r concentrate antiaircraft batteries near GIA N T I had been superseded until late on 4

_
- their destination. Consequently, General Dunn September after fi eld orders for that mission had

was dubious as to wheth er  he resupply missions been issued and some pilots had already been
could be carried out. The upshot was that on 31 briefed.7

ie August, Air Marshal Tedder decided against the The Italians off ered fi ve airfi elds near Rome for
resupply missions. Eisenhower, accepting his use in the Allied landings. Three were rejected

, recommendation, directed that G IA NT I be re - be cause of the heavy co ncentr ations of German
dueed to a two -battalion eff o rt limited to the antiaircraft guns along their approac Ies.

The two

_
Capua area and provided with a fi ve-day level of fi elds approved

,
Furbara and Cerveteri

,
lay close

supplies .
5 Three days later the mission was can- to the coast about two miles apart about 25 miles

' celed because of diplomatic developments rather northwest of Rome. Though they were relatively
' , than military considerations. safe and accessible, their capacity was limited.Italy had been negotiating for an armistice since General Ridgway convinced Alexander that opera-

l 5 A ugust.
She seemed almost embarrassingly tions there should not involve mo re than o ne PCT

.-• ready not only to surrende r but to put her forces Thus the plans for GIAN T II issued by Troop
at the service of the A llies . The one stipulation Carrier Command on 6 September called for a
to which her leaders clung was that the English mission to Furbara and Cerv eteri by a force of 130

   
and A mericans send as large a force as possible to planes (quickly amended to 135 ) to lift the fi rst
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•
man d deep into tran sport operations, an d the When on ] 5 A ugust 194 3 B ritish offi cers asked

, • p aratro op regiments of the 82d A irbo rnc D ivision whether the 5 2d T roop Carrier Wing h ad ever
had been used as ground troops. employed pathfi nder fl ights in its training exercises,

On 30 July, after learning of the fi rst plans for the answer was, "No."18
' AVALANCHE, General Ridgway had urged that The value of path6nder tactics was extremely

  his paratroops be given at least three weeks of limited so long as only visual aids such as panels
  training. Such training would entail thcir return and lights werc used. Some li ghts could be seen

, to T unisia where the troop car rier units were still in good weather at a su rpris ing distance. T he fl ash

• based ; the 82d an d the troop carriers wo uld be of the K rypton li gh t was said to be visible to a
pulled out o f the Sicilia n campaign to train fo r a plane 30 miles away.

H owever , even moderately
mission still un kno wn .

H ence,
for two vital week s bad weather greatly red uced their effectiveness.

no actio n was taken .
T hen o n 16 A ugu st,

just Med iter ra nean tacticians sought to remedy th is
before fi nal approval of A V A L ANC H E

,
N A AF weakness th rough the use of radar an d radio

- gave the word for Troop Carrier Command to beacons by pathfi nders. In this they were pioneers.  begin intensive training with the 82d," which was The fi rst small tests of such equipment for path-
to move to Tunisia by sea. Since such leisure]y fi nder operations were not begun in the United

x movement would have left no time for training,
States until October 1943."

Ridgway on 18 August obtained permission to call During August hasty pathfi nder training was
on the troop carriers for an airlift . By 21 August, given in North Africa to a limited number of
when orders for shipment by water reached Sieily, troop carrier crews and airborne teams. Fort u-
his regiments were already in Tunisia. nately it proved possible to complete their training

E ven so , only one week of training (24 -3 [ in 10 to l 4 days .
Th us the new methods co uld be

A ugust ) co uld be sched uled be fore deployment tested in the train ing exercises at the end of the
' began . No mass jump could be included in the month .

.  training, since there was not time to repack al) Full-scale rehea rsals were flown on 2 8 a nd 3 1
. the pa rach utes .

Yet th is brief tr ain in g paved the A ugust . In t hese , two be acons , the SG and the
' way fo r a revo lution in airbo rn e operations , the E urek a , were tested for use on d rop zones and

use of pathfi nder groups equipped with radar landing zones. The SG, a 33-pound British radio
" beacons.' = beacon with a range of up to 40 miles, had been

,
Pathfi nders in the airborne sense of the word modifi ed so that the radio compasses carried by

are ptanes sent out ahead of a mission with spe- all the troop carrier planes could receive its sig-
. cially trained crews and pathfi nder teams of air- nals. The SG required rather delicate adjustment,F,orn e troops, who are deposited on the proposed and thc radio compasses were sometimes unreli-

landing or drop zones in time to set up naviga- able. The Eureka, Mark II, was a radar be acon

_
' tional aid s before the rest of the expcd ition a rrives . we ighing abo ut 55 pounds. An airborne interroga-

G uided by the best available navigators and p ro- tor called R ebecca displayed its responses as
tected by th e e[eme nt of surp rise, the pathfi nde r "blips" on a cathode ray t ube .

T he posit ion of the
  pilots h ave a better chance to locate their objective " blip " indicated the bear ing an d

,
less accurately,than do the leaders of t he fo rmations with in the the distance of the E ureka.

T he availab le sets
. ma in force.

M o reo ver ,
if the p athfi nder teams do were limited in range by lack of power in the t rans-

no t la nd exactly on the prescribed zones , they can mitter . O nly 16 aircraft in the command were

_
mo ve to them an d direct the main body to the equipped with Rebecca and only 2 8 men could
p recise spot . W itho ut pathfi nders, minor er rors operate it .

A ll were in the 52d Wing.' by the lcad planes are likely to be perpetuated and The SG was tested on the 28th with completely
" . exaggerated by the rest . negative results because of interference from a

The British had experimented with pathfi nder neighboring HF station on the same frequency.tactics . So h ad a few A me ric ans of th e 509th PCT T he E ureka d id better .
T hat nigh t it was picked

- at O ujd a,
b ut the techti que was still little k nown . u p at ranges o f 15 -2 0 miles and the 3 gro ups

guided by it fl ew over the beacon . N o drop s or•About 18 August it was decided that both TCC Wings
would wo  k with che 82d Airbome. Th e British 1 Airborne lan d in g s w er e a tt em p te d

.
I n t h e e xe r c ise on th e

x  
and 18 Wing would not bc used in AVALANCHE. (A-3Diary, Hq NAAF TCC [Provl,)

3 1st 3 pathfi nde r planes,
fl ying 1S minutes ahead
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happencd to bc at Licata for briefi ng on the C apua way wrote in his reply to Clark "Rigid control of

. } mission.
T hey were orally briefed on the new antiaircraft fi re is absolutely essential."

Clark took

plan and dispatched to their units about 1600. no chances on half-way measures. He called in
Swift action was made possible by a decision to the naval commander and the commander of the

    cmploy essentially the same team of troops and American VI Corps, which held the southern half

-   planes then in readiness fo r the Capua mission.
* of the beachhead

, told them of the mission , and
Thus existing arrangements for staging and lo ading directed that fro m 2 100 until further notice from
co uld be utilized. T hese could hardly have been him all antiaircraft guns in the Salerno area would

.
` improvised in the time available.'

=° be silenced and barrage balloo ns be taken down.
T he route had to be improvised

.
So did the pro- He also sent o ut oftice rs to the batteries themselves

tection of the mission from the fi re of A llied guns. to make sure that his orders were transmitted and
T he V olturno and Rome missions had bee n sched- understood

.
Meanwhile T roop Carrier Command

uled to fl y in a straight line across the Tyrrhenian was hurrying to get word of the mission to the
; Se a through a safety corridor to offshore beacons antiaircraft units in Sicily.28

near their objectives .
N o such beacon was ready By 1b30 the 52d T roop Carrier Wing was in-

r for the Sele mission.
M ore important , there was no fo rmed of the mission.

It alerted its units,
but,

• time to set up a safety cor rido r fo r it, and the sea presumably for security reaso ns,
did not tell them

west of a line from Milazzo in Sicily to Licosa on of the change of plan. The 3 13th Group w as
the south side of the Bay of Salerno was a restrictcd briefi ng fo r the Capua mission when its commander
ar-ea, closed to Allied planes.

"- ' Consequently th e arrived fro m Licata conside rably after 1630 with

co mmanders chose a course alo ng the coast of news of the change.
Its briefi ng,

done hastily after
l taly. supper, was interrupted when several Italian planes

T he 3 13th G roup at Trapani would assemble fl ew in to the fi eld to surrender.
The planes of the

  o ver that to wn. Planes of the b 1st and 3 14 th 6 1st and 3 14th Groups had to fl y in to Comiso

y
  Gro ups wo uld load and take off at C

.o miso and from L icata and Castelvetrano to pick up their
assemble over that base. The two formations troops. There, while the men of the 504th were

  would meet at C'ape Rasocolmo on the northeast climbing aboard the planes, the troop carrier per-

, tip af Sicily. From there they would fl y successive sonnel were briefed "by the light of a few fl ash-
o lJshore dog-legs to C ape V aticano ,

Cape Bonifati lights and maps held against the side of a plane.
"

. and C ape Palinuro .
T hen they wo uld head up Photographic coverage appe ars to have been lack-

the valley of the Alento across the base of Licosa ing. Reliance on oral inf
.ormation caused consid-

• Po int to the town of Agropo li, a convenient check- erable confusion. For instance, Licosa Po int, an

  point on the coast fi vc miles so uth of the dro p essential landmark appears in a mission report as
rone.

The drop zo ne , an area about 1
,
200 yards L a Ro sa Point.

Fortunately no serious e rrors were

.
long and 800 yards wide,

lay on flat land between made.=' 
the hi   hway and the sea just north of the Solofrone The operation began at 2U4 5 with the departure

.
River and abo ut six miles so uth o f the Sele. Abo ut of three pathfi nder planes from Agrigento , the fi eld

! fo ur milcs to the south of thc drop zonc was the where the 52d W ing had its headquarters .
The

front. Given good visibility, the route was almost pilot of the lead ship was Lt. Col. Joel L. Crouch,
unmistakable. The mission would be ft own at A-3 of the wing and a strong proponent of path-
minimum altitude in V of V's formation. Amber fi nder procedures. Favored by fair weather, light

.
belly lights would be used fo r recognition , and it winds, and a full moon, the pathfi nde rs readily

  was emphasized that all planes were to have the ir fo und their way to the objective.
Just as the pilot

_
1FF in ofreration.

If all went well
, the same route, was remarking that they should be over the drop

• tactics and drop zone wo uld be used on the fol- area,
ft ashlight signals and a green Very light were

lowing night to bring the SOSth PCT to Italy.-
= seen directly ahead

.
A t 2 3 14 as the first troops

,
Control of A llie d guns during the mission was jumped

, a T with its stem po inting up wind burst
  of paramo unt concern to commanders who had into ft ame on the D Z

.
This T and another row of

been involvcd in HUSKY 2 and FUSTIAN. Ridg- fl ares markins; the south side of the zone had been

j ' • A pathfi nder p fanc was substituted fo r o ne c arr} ing an nir set up by F ifth Army engineers under the direction
- suppo rt party, and ten planes scheduled ro c arry supplies z+nd of a liaison offi cer from Troop Carrier Command

munit ons we re o m irted.
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•
probably beca use Kesselring h ad concent rated h is other gro ups a s well

.
After returning to their own

_• men and artille ry on the ce nter of the front ,
fi elds, the 3 16th began br iefing their fl ying perso n-

T he fi rst Sele miss ion * had been accomplished nel at 16 30
.

witho ut loss to the troo p carriers. A fo rce of In the second mission to the Sete, 13 1 planes of

•
_

' abo ut 1
,
300 troops had been carried to the Italian the 5 2d Wing were committed to carry the SOSth

   
battle front by 85 aircraft with in 15 ho urs of Parachute Regiment and a co mpany of engineers,

" Cla rk' s initial req uest . O nly one of the p arachutists a bout 2 ,100 men in all.
Pathfi nder planes from

t,ad been serio usly inj ured in land ing, and only A grigento wo uld again precede the main fo rce ,
' one co mpany (which report ed next day ) had been which was to make its drop at midnight, simul-

d ropped more tha n a mile fro tn the d rop zone. taneo usly with one at A vellino .
H andie-talkies had been d ro pped with the path- With C olonel Cro uch again p iloting the lead
fi nders to aid in assembly, b ut,

because of the high a ircraft, three pathfi nder planes took off at 2 14 7
degree of concentra tion , the fl ares and thc K rypton a nd Hew over at a height of over 6,0

00 feet to the
; ligh t p roved suffi cient .

With in an hour after the Italian co ast w here they descended to 1,00 0 feet .
last man jumped

, the paratroops assembled
,

loaded T he n ight was calm with a bright moon,
b ut some-

r
into trucks , and set out for the front .

=n what hazy.
A s they neared the drop zone, the pilots

- During the afternoon, Ge rman attacks had tem- saw the T already blazing to light them in . M en of

porarily broken the center of the A llied line and the 504th were operat ing a E ureka on the D Z b ut
threatened to drive down t he Sele valley to the the pathfi nder c raft had no R ebecca .

A t 2 33 8

sea .
Cla rk h ad stripped h is southern fl ank to the airbo rn e p ath&nder teams jumped from a

strengthen h is cente r. It was to th is den uded south - height of 700 feet onto the center o f the zone.
ern front , manned only by a h an dful of in fant ry W ithin three min utes they had another E urek a
fro m the 4 5th D ivision, re info rced by beach engi- in ope ration ,

They kept in reserve a E ureka, t wo
nee rs, that the paratroa ps were h ur ried .

By dawn K rypton ligh ts and a SG tran smitter .
T he latter

they were in positio n in the A lb anella sector facing was not used lest it interfere with a SG wh ich was
'

 
the enemy. being emp loyed in the A vellino d rop .  7 he success of the fi rst 5clc mission ensurcd the T he fi rst fo rmation to follow the pathfi nders
send ing of a seq ueL T roop C arrier C ommand got was to consist of 6 fiights,

54 planes,
from the

wo rd from NA A F at 1340 on the 14 th and t he 82d 3 13th and 3 14th G roups. A ll but one ft igh t would

. Division from Fifteenth Army Group at 1420 that be led by planes with Rebecca, One plane had a
the Avellino operation would take place that night blowout ; the rest took off from Castelvetrano and

- and that the Sele drop would be repeated with the Borizzo more than an hour behind schedule. On
, , maximum n umber of parat roops.

One pa rachute bo ard were the 3d battalio n a nd the headquarters
battalio n was ea rma rked for A vellino .

A nother of the SOSth and the engineer compan y.
The 3 14 th

-
  was on its way to Salerno by boat. T he force fo und "e xtreme difficulty" fro m the start in keep -

available was thus limited to the SOSth Parachute ing formation, and their fiights soon separated. At

.
Combat Team. The situation at the front was still Ol 10 on the l5th the fi rst planes reached their

! so critical that Troop Carrier Command was told destination and began the drop. In the haze some
the mission was " most urgent .

"31 pilots had difficulty in seein g the T
, and several

- A lthoug,
h as far as possible the second Sele missed the DZ o n their fi rst run . O ne fl ight le ader

mission was to be a replica of the fi rst, there was who failed to receive the radar signals got lost, and

- little time for briefi ng and for loading plans. At he and his wing man return ed with their loads. All
1500 the 52d Wing briefed the staff of the 316th the rest made accurate drops, although one other
Troop Carrier Group, which had not participated fl ight leader, unable to usa his Rebecca eff ectively,

  on the previous night, and perhaps the staff s of had had to bring his planes over the DZ without
its help. A minor fl aw in the performance was the

,
+Since there is co nfu sion as to the usage of cod e n am es for

fact that l9 hastily installed pararacks failed to
. these im pro mp tu o perat io ns, they h ave been a voided in the Ce le a Se .text .

T he nam e G I AN T 1f I is sometimes give n to the two Se le
missions (alias GIANT [ [Revised] and GlANT IV ? and T h e sec o n d fo r m a t io n ,

3 8 a ir c r a ft o f t he 6 1st
sometimes to the Avellino missivn (alias AVALANCHE ) .Onc Rroup calls the first Sele mission GIANT II and thc s  c-

G r o u p ,
h a d 5 R e bec cas t o gu id e th em .

A s o n t h e
  '

ond GIANT IIL (XII TCC Rcport , pp. 64, 72-73, 78, 93. ] 3 t 11,
t17C fl ew f ro m L ic at a to C o m iso t o b e b r ie f ed

_ 97-98, 1..1, 123; Il ist 314th TC Gp Scp 43.)
y
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a few bull et-holes in those two planes the enemy as "more eff ective" than either of the Sele drops .
8S

_t did no damage .
N o h ostile aircraft appeared

,
This view emphasizes the alarm and despondency

though one British night fi ghter almost shot down produced among the Ge rmans by the A vellino
a C-4 7 before the pilot recognized it. mission .

A ctually, they appe ar to have

,
' When interrogated

, the erring pilots had
, as appraised the situation correctly when the initial

' usual
, no inkling of their mistakes .

They consid- surprise was over and left the men of the 509th to
  ered the mission "highly successful." They did

, wither on the vine .
Minor damage and so me

however, condemn the SG as useless .
Only two casualties were infli cted

, an d the N azis were forced

• planes had picked it up,
both at a range of about to increase their guards. All th is could not nearly

five mile s, an d reception had bee n unsatisfacto ry. offset the fact that the crack fi ghters of the 50 9th
The beacon may have been weak or mismanaged

.
had been so scattered that they could not fulfi ll

The operato rs had had only a few minutes instruc- their missivn .
The parts in the failure played by

tion in its use. The mountains may have hampered inadequate training, a dif6cult ro ute , an obscure

- reception, but such interference would hardly have drop zone, inadequate pathfi nder facilities, and
• afiected the planes which reached the vicinity of loss of equipment are hard to estimate, but it

the drop zone. Eight pilots, about half of those seems clear that the mission was a failure.' who came within range, saw the beams of the In contrast, the Sele missions, executed almost
Aldis lamps and found them a useful guide.    perfectly, had secured the whole southern flank of

The plight of the paratroops was even worse the Salerno beachhead when there was no other
than the scattered character of the drop would way to reinforce it. In February 1944 Brig. Gen.
indicate. Because of the mountains the troops had Lauris Norstad, then head of MAAF's Operations
been dropped from altitudes between 1,500 and and Intelligence Section, said that in his opinion
2,500 fect above the ground. Though the night the airborne troops had been "essential" at Salern o,

• was calm,
drifting down from such heights was but in no other Mediterranean operation.

s"

.
- 

bound to increase dispersal
. Even men fo rtunate The wo rd "essential" is perhaps too strong.•

enough to land in the same valley were separated Unknown to the A llies,
Kesselring had shot his bolt

' by woo ds and vineyards. For several days the on thc 13th .
F ifth A rmy's foothold in Italy was

50 9th was unable to get together a single group o f probably secure by the time the paratroops arrived.
' more than 80 men.

Most of the equipment,
includ- If the N azis had not hoarded their rese rves in

.
all the mortars and bazookas, was lost or tangled northern Italy, the value of the Sele missions might
in treetops. One group which landed in and have received a spectacular test.  7 As it was, their

. around a German tank park was under fi re duri ng cffectiveness was evident enough to win a reprieve

_
its landing and its members were captured or scat- for airborne operations.
tered before they could o rganize .

A band of about
  50 men with o nly 25 po unds of dynamite eventu- Pla ns a nd Mino r Missio ns,  ally made its way to A vellino from beyond Cassano So pte mbe r 19 4 3 -Ma y 19 4 5

-
and blew a hole in a bridge on the road to M onte-   e Sele and A vellino drops were the last large

, corvino .
T he demolition did tie up German traff ic , airborne missions fl own by the A llies in the Medi-but it was perfo rmed on 19 September after the

.
battle of Salerno was already won. Although the

terranean until the invasion of southern Fran ce
battalion engaged in innumerable skirmishes, this almost a year later. During the long interval many
demolition was its only major achicvement.

operations were planned. At least four of these,
  Erroneo usly briefed to e xpect the speedy com-

though they never materialized
, are worthy of

  ing of Fifth A rmy, the paratroops lurked in the m
The fi rst was in the Aegean Islands, an area

. hills for several days before fi ltering back to the
A llied lines.

Over a hundred were still at large in which British Prime Ministe r Winston Churchill

the area on 30 September when F ifth A rmy took was very eager to occupy as a sequel t 
= A vellino .

On 8 October,
1 18 men, nearly 20 per-

Italy's surrender. The chief prize and the key to

cent of the troops who had made the jump, were all the islands was Rhodes. On 9 September 1943
dead, wounded, or missing.' } the Germans on Rhodes subdued the bewildered

  i A t least one repo rt classes the A velli no venture Italian garrison befo re the Allies could act .
How-
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eral Wilson, agreement was reached on a given to all group and squadron staff s on the 18th.
  landing at Anzio to cut the main road and rail On 15 January the wing had issued its fi eld order

  lines running north from the German front oppo- for the mission, which went by the code name
  sitc Fifth Army. Anzio was about 70 miles beyond SUN ASSAULT. On 19 January , General Wil-
', ' the front an d 35 miles south of Rome. In conjunc- liams of XII TCC went to Naples to superv ise the

 
, tion with an assault by Fifth Army, the landing operation. On 20 January nine new pathfi nder
r was intended to trap and destroy the German aircraft arrived, equipped with the SCR-? 17-C

forces in the Gustav line.
General Alexander esti- radar which was to prove its worth in No rmandy

• mated the fo rces needed for the attack at A nzio and so uthern France .
But they went unused at

as two divisions plus aarborne troops and armored A nzio ,
for early on the morning of the 20 th orders

formations.'° were received fro rn General Clark that SUN A S-
On 30 December 1943, NATAF issued direc- SAULT be canceled.* The 504th was sent to fi ght

tives on the Anzio operation, which was given the at Anzio, but it went by water as part of the
- code name of SHINGLE. In these, airborn e mis- amphibious assault.i3  sions emplvying one R CT were mentioned as a General Clark 's motives in canceling the drop

possibility. By 3 January planning fo r an airbo rne are still so mething of a mystery.
The most likely

t
operation had begun, and A lexander requested explanation is a statement by Maj.

Gen.
Edwin J

.
that the 504th Parachute RCT of the 82d Division House of XII Air Support Command that Clark
be retained in the theater for that purpose. His feared that the paratroops "would be cut to pieces
plea, vigorously seconded by Churchill , was by German tanks." The same anziety cert ainly
granted, and on 4 January the 504th began train- existed in the 504th. A feeling was prevalent in
ing. On 8 January , Churchill, Wilson, and Alex- the regiment that security had been faulty and that
ander selected 22 January as D-day for Anzio." the Nazis would be waiting on the drop zones to

' Plans to drop paratroops on the outskirt s of receive thern .
N obod y foresaw that when the land-

  Rome were quickly discarded as too dangero us,
ings took place , the surprised Germans would have

By 12 January a better plan had been worked only a thousand poorly equipped troops an ywhere
' out. According to this, 178 planes of the S2d near Anzio.*' Another eaplanation is that the

Wing were to take off from fi elds near Naples with mission was called off be cause no satisfactory time
+ the 504th Regiment, the 376th Field Art illery could be found to schedule it. A drop before

.
Battalion, and an engineer company. They would H-hour (0200 on 22 January ) was reportedly op-
assemble over the island of Ischia, and fl y a bee- posed as prematurely revealing the assault, while

. line course from there to twv drop zones about a drop aftcr H-hour was criticized as being in

_
eight miles no rth of A nzio near the villages of danger of fi re from A llied antiaircraft.

95 Such argu-
A prilia and Carroceto .

Three planeloads o f path- ments seem feeble when it is remembered that
' fi nders, Ho wn to the drop zones ahead of thc main Allied commanders in Sicily , southern France, an d

body, would guide them in.
Normandy managed to carry out airborne opera-

After the drop the airborne troops would block tions before H-hour without sacrifi cing the ad-
    the direct road and rail route from Rome to Anzio, vantages vf surprise. Moreover, the risk of anti-

thus protecting the amphibious forces and clearing aircraft fi re in a drop at Anzio after H-hour was

. the way for their advance . The troop carriers small, since the troop carrier route avoided the
would turn out to sea nort h of Anzio and head convoys and the invasion be aches by several miles,

, straight over the o pen sea to fi elds in Sicily .
Only and with radar to guide them, the plancs were

the three pathfi ader planes and damaged aircf aft unlikely to veer off course as they had do ne in
4

unable to re ach Sicily wo uld cut back o ver Capri Sicily . A b rief mo ratorium on antiaircraft fire like
 

- to the N aples area.
This p roviso p robably arose that so successfully used at Salerno would have

from the congested state of the airfi elds around eliminated the risk even if some planes had lost
Napies. The planners found it hard to get room their way.

' there fo r the expedition to stage and take off
.
' 2 Whatever the reasons fo r the cancellation,

both

B riefi ng began fo r group commanders and other - • 1.4ATA F knew o n the 19th i hat the s irbo rne o peratio n

. 
high offi cers of the 52d Wing on 12 January , was woutd not take ptace . ( Operatio n   SHINGLE," Operation

t _ Instruc tio n N o. 1, H q M AT AF . 19 l an 44 in M AAF Opera-- extended to squadron S-2's on the 14th, and wa S tions in Suppo rt of "SH i N GLE" in 622.4 30C'. )
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+

talion wo uld ju mp at 0 120
, and th e amph ibio us R omania a nd Bulgaria to the verge of coll apse.

It

; assault wo uld be delivered at 0400
.
61 seemed almosi certain th at when they fell the

On 10 June to the indignant dismay of the exposed German garrison in Greece would have
French, who had rated the assistance of the para- to withdraw or surrender, leaving the country in

- * troops very highly, General Wilson called off the chaos. Consequently, on 22 August, only a week

• drop .
H is forces in I taly were advancing so rapidly after the invasion of southern France,

P rime M in -
' that they wo uld soon be north of E lba and in a ister Ch urchill co nfer red in R ome with G eneral

positio n to isolate the G erman garrison on t he W ilso n on mea sures to stabilize G reece after the
' island. At th  same time the advance created a German occupation ended. Chur  hill decided that

need for air supply, which only the 62d Group AFHQ should immediately prepare a British ex-
could provide. He therefore decided against the peditionary force for dispatch to Greece, and that
airborne operation and probably would have aban- 2 Parachute Brigade (then return ing from France
doned BRASSARD altogether had the French to Italy ) should be held ready to fl y in as the

. been willing to let him use o n the mainland of spcarhead of this fo rcc when the time was r ipe .
Italy the forces intended fo r Elba.

The amphibious T he 5 1st W ing was from the fi rst the only likely
assa ult on the island did take place and was suc- source of planes f

,or the lift .
A bout the beginning

' cessful
.

H owever, enemy b atteries,
including those of September it was directed to p repare p lans in

the pa ratroo ps had been supposed to silence, conjunctio n with 2 Brigade and the British Balk an
caused substan tial losses to the inva ders.

A n A ir Force, which was to contr ol the air phase of

ob se rver of B RA SSA R D repo rt ed
,

" Parat roops the G reek ventu re .
By 6 September the wing had

w  uld h ave been q uite usefu l in early stages ."
    made a plan fo r its airborne operation .

O riginall y
D ur ing the last l U days of J une,

it grad ually called D O G FISH
, the operation was quickly re-

beca me evid ent to the A llied headq uarters in the christened MA NN A , a more approp riate and ap-
  M editer ranean that their next task wo uld be to pe tizing title .

For it the S l st Wing was to p rovide
prepare an invasion of southern France.

T he air- ]00 planes .
s5

"
 

borne effort involved in this enterprise will be Since one of its three groups, the 64th, was
discussed separately in the next chapter. It was so committed to air supply of Seventh Army's fast-

_
large as to absorb all the troop carrier units in the moving divisions in the Rhone valley, and two
theater , excepting the 6 0th T roop C arrier G roup , sq uadron s were needad to help the Y ugo slav

. which was inext ricab ly committed to special ope ra - pa rtisans,
100 planes were about all that the wing

tions with T ito's par tisans in Y ugo slavia.
had to otler . (A ctually, b y the time M AN N A took

- Nevert heless ,
late in July M A T AF did plan for place, the win g was able to recall two squad rons

_ an airbo rne operation call ed A LBE R G O
, wh ich of the 64th and to use on one -week loan the two

was to d rop a b attalion of Ttalian p aratroops near sq uadrons working with T ito . )
The 2 Br igade was

.
Spezia in aid of a strong concentratio n of It alian the only experienced a nd reliable airborne unit
part isan s. T he 62d T roo p C arrier G ro up , then in left in Italy . T hus while M AN N A was impen ding,

. training near R ome for the mission to France, was A F HQ had neither p lan es n or troops to sp are fo r
; to p rovide 4 2 planes for the lift .

A LBER G O was airborne missions .
cancele d on l A ugust bec ause the Ge rmans h ad By ] 0 October the German evacuat ion of G reece

- disperse d the partisa ns.
63 was far adva:lced , an d the S l st Wing was notifi ed

The airbo rne mission s to so uthern France were that D -day was set for the 15th . T he wing hastily

- the last such missio ns to be fl own in the Mediter - fl ew its un its into p osition in the heel area of I taly .
ranean T heater,* altho ugh the war there we nt on Next day D -d ay was advanced to 13 O ctober .

; for nearly nine months more.ba The lack of mis-
T hen , o n the 12th , eight planes of the l Oth Troo p

  sions was b rought abo ut p artly by the overriding Ca rrier Sq uadron act ing o n orders from Balk an
nece ssity of fl ying t roops to G reece .

A ir Fo rce "co mpletely without the kno wled ge" of

.
D uring A ugust a R ussian off ensive brought S l st W ing dropped a company of paratroop s at

  "
_

M ega ra.
Between the 12th and the 18th the wing

' In OrNrarion HERRING on 20-2 t April 1945, 20 planes fl e w a bo u t 2 24 s ucce ssfu l so rt ie s f r o m Sa n P an -of the ti4th Troop Carner Group did drop 220 Italian para-
- troo ps i n t he Po va lley to h arass the G erm an retre at.

H ow- Cr a Zl O,
B r 1n d 1S1

, and Manduria LO M e g a r a a n d

,   e  er, these were not d ro pped as a :.omb at u nit b ut in single Kalamaki airfi elds near Athens. It delivered about
st icks to act as guerrillas in ba nds o f 8 to 10 men .
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° - CH A PT ER V

x
.
 

   '' The Invasion of Southern Fra nce

_ e irth, Death, and Resurrection of ANVIL campaigned earnestly to win the authorities in

VER SINCE THE SPRIN G of 1943 the
London to this view. Eisenhower, who arrived
two weeks later to assume his duties as Supreme

+ Allies had considered mounting an amphibi- ,- A llied Commander, sup po rted M ontgomery s con-
• o us o peration against southern France ( AN V IL )

tention .
H is infl uence was decisive, and by thein conjunction with OV ER LO R D

, the invasion of
end oF J anuary the fi ve-division assault was ap-N ormandy. A t C airo in early D ecember 194 3 the
p roved

.
So scarce were landin g craft th at the onlyC ombin ed Ch iefs of StaH not only decree d th at

wa to et two more divisio ns ashore in N ormand
AN V IL be ca rried out,

but declared th at O VE R- seemed
g

to be to take ve ssels from the M ed iter-LOR D and AN V IL were the " supreme opera- ranean . Th is involved curta ilment of A N VIL tv
tions" fo r 1944 with p riority over all other military a one-division assault or even its cancellation .eff orts . O n 6 December, the d ay before the C airo G eneral E isenhowe r and the A merican chiefs of

  conference en ded , G eneral Eisenhower was offi - staff were at fi rst reluct ant to interfere with A N -cially notifi ed of t he decision to mount AN VIL
. v IL

,
b ut repeated study of the problem yielded no  U noff icial notifi cation must have come earlier , o ther solution, and the n eeds of O VE RL OR D

_
because on 4 Dec;embe r lhe plan ning stati of

w•ere paramount .
"-M editerranean A llied A ir Force had moved f rom The prospects fo r an invasion of southern

. La M arsa to A lgiers to p repare the operation .
It F rance we re furt her darkened in February by thc

was jo ined there by Force 163 , the n ame given to fa il ure o f the L iri valley offensive an d the sealing
• the ground force p tanne rs representing the Seventh

o ff of the A llied landing at Anzio .
The stalemate

,
A rmy, and hy nava ) planning rep resentatives . at A nzio convinced G eneral Wilson that a one-M A A F issued a preliminary ap preciation on 23 divisio n assault on southe rn F rance, if opposed

,
December and on 29 Decembe r sent directives to in strength , would

,
like A nzio ,

be a costly failure .its subo rdinate command s, including TC C, notify- H e told his subordinate co mma nders o n 18 Febru-
.

ing them of their respon sibilities for A NVIL
.
'

ary th at such an assault would be out of the  F urther progress was unexpected ly ha mpered by  
uncert ainty as to what k ind of an operation

9 uestion .•

- ANVIL would be and whether it would take
During the next two months it appeared in-

place at all.
  creasingly *nlikely that ANVIL would ever be

.
In December it had been envisaged as a two-

Performed. When on 18 April the CCS decided

d ivision a ssault to be launched in M ay simultane-
to postpone A NV IL indefi n itely and to summon

 
ously with O V E RL ORD

.
H owever , on 2 Ja nuary

from the Medite rranean all assault craft beyond

 
• 1944 , G ene ral Mo ntgomery, who was to command thc minimum nccded to lift onc division, the in-

the ground forces in OVERLORD, arrived in   p n 8 M arch Lt.
G c n.

Ir a C
.

E akc r. ca mma nd ing general
.

.
London, and when briefed next day, he deelared   f MAAF Wrote "Prac tic ally thcrc is no p rospcc t for it . . .

"
,

a nd o n R A pr il A ir Plans repo rt ed to t he C h ief of Air St aff
," t h a t t h e f o r e e f o r t h e i n it i a l a s s a u l t o n t h e N o r - AA F

. th at A N VI t,   will prob ab ly no t eakc p lacc .
" ( Ltr ,

Lt
G e n 1

.
E a ke r ,

CG M AA F to A lvt Sir J
.

Slesso r ,
D C M A A F

,m a n d y b e a c h e s m u st b e r a i se d f r o m t h re e t o fi v e cubj : Reo rgan i  at io n fo r " AN VI L'•
. 8 M ar 44,

in 622
.0

1; A ir
d i v is io n s if it w a s t o s u c c e e d

.
F r o m t h e n o n h e t'  ans w eek ly Act ivity Re po rt fo r Ch ief of Air St aff

,
8 A pr il

    1944,
in fi lesof U SA F H istorical D i vision.)

7T

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

T he l n i as ro n o f Surrlhe rn F ranCe A tRBORNE M ISSIONS IN T HE M EDTCERRANEAN 19 4 2- 194 5 - 7 9

_ mo unted after OV ERLOR D had seemed to arouse M AT AF , also suppo rted this plan.
They feared

* little interest.
In A pril

,
General Wilson took the the dispersion of their forces necessary fo r opera-

initiativ  in reviving the idea,
if only as a tions in southern France and felt that the GA F was

possibility. still strong enough to concentrate for a fo rmidable
  A bo ut 2 1 A pril

,
Wilson's staff informed him blow at either Italy o r the Riviera.

Lt.
Gen . Jaco

.
 
.._ that after his spring off ensive took Ro me,

he D evers,
Wilson's A me rican deputy, was the o nly

would not be able to maintain more than seven major proponent of A N VIL in the Mediterranean.
o r eight divisions in pursuit up the Italian penin- Then Generals George C.

Marshall and H
.

H
.• ' ' sula. He would need a major amphibious opera- Arnold fl ew to the Mediterranean to plead for

tion in order to make full use of his resources.
ANVIL. At a conference on l 7 June they stressed

Anxious not to have half of his armies idle, Wilson Eisenhower's need for a major French port, pre-

on 29 April appealed to the CCS to grant him ferably Bordeaux or Marseille, for the massive
landing craft enough for a three-division assault.

build-up which he foresaw might be necessary to

-
_

He mentioned AN V IL as one of several pa ssible break a German stand on the Rhine .
Perhaps bet-

ope rations, but rated it as contingent on a sub- tcr informed than the v IA AF commanders on the

, stantial weakening of German defenses in southern o ver-all resources of the GAF ,
A rn old and M ar-

. France .
Besides the shipping,

he also asked for shall sco uted the idea that it co uld be a threat to

eno ugh additio nal airlift to carry a whole division A N VIL.
' 1

in an airbo rne mission.
Even they co uld not alter Wilson's preference

General Wilson fl ew to London on 1 M ay to fo r a campaign in Italy and Istria, and on 19 June

support his request.
He found Eisenhower un- he recommended  that operation to the British

willing to predict just when he co uld release his chiefs of staff
.

That day high-level planners in

assault craft.
However,

by 12 May the U
.

S
. chiefs MATA F wrote of actio n to be taken "as soon as

  of staff had promised to se nd 19 more LST 's and it is decided that A NV IL is off
.
" The visit had

,
  ] 9 LCT 's to the Mediterranean after they were however,

been a striking demo nstration that Eisen-

re leased fro m OV ER LORD
.

A merican interest hower and the A me rican chiefs of staff were once
  in AN V IL was evident,

but Wilson said vehe- more actively campaigning for AN V IL and that

mently on 15 May that he was not at all co m- the CCS might weil approve it.
' = '

- mitted to the operation.
The shipping had been Whatever his feclings about A N V IL,

W ilson

. assigned to give him fl exibility, not to perform a was eager to have an amphibious o pcration of

set task
.

There the matter rested until the middle some sort .
T he summer was advancing and noth-

• of June .
AN V IL re mained a mere possibility.

ing was settled . He therefore sent to London a

,
Nothing defi nite had come of the request for addi- mission headed by his chief of staff

, Lt.
Gen.

tional airlift .n
James Gammell

, to discuss the question with Eisen-

.
• On 7 June, after Rome had fallen and OVER- hower, and if necessary , to accept a decision fo r

LORD had been launched
,

General Wilson notifi e d A N V IL
.

The o utcome of the conversations was a

-
CCS that the time was ripe to prepare his expedi- message from Eisenhower to the CCS on 2 3 June

  tion. On 1 l June the CCS gave a fi rm decision in recommending AN V IL as the only operation by

favor of a Mediterranean landing, and on 14 June which Wilson could give him the port he needed

- they recommended that it be a three-division to deploy his forces in France. He indicated 15

amphibious assault combined with an airborne August as the most desirable date and suggested

. mission of at least division strength.10 ominously that if ANVIL were to be discarded,
. This approval precipitated a showdown (which American and French forces in the Mediterranean

, Wilson had supposed could be postponed until should be moved to France. He telegraphed Wil-
the end of June) as to where the invasion was to son to the same eff ect. Gammell's report ]eft no

strike. The British commanders in the Mediter- room for doubt: Eisenhower wanted ANV1L and

: ranean conceived and favored a plan for a drive in- wanted it quickly.13

to the Po valley, to be followed by amphibious Wilson gave in and told the British and Ameri-
assault on the Istrian Peninsula.

General Eaker can chicfs of staff o n 24 June that he was prepared

'  
and Maj. Gen. John K. Cannon, commander of to carry out ANVII , on 15 August if he could get
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T he I n ti  asron of Sorrt her ri F r ance A IRBORNE M ISStONS IN T HE M EDITERRANEAN 194 2- 194 5 - 8 1

_ riers to lift an airborne division were apparently Several days earlier preparations to receive and
' bascd more on a hope of using all the airborn e use them had begun in Italy.=°

troops slated to be at his disposal than on any Meanwhile, the renewal of planning for ANVIL

  specifi c plan.
had borne fruit on 22 J une in a new Force 163

• The endorsement by the CCS on 14 June and plan for airborne operations. The plan contained

._ by General Marshall on 17 June of Wilson's re- three alternatives dependent on the number of

quest for additional air lift stimulated a new burst troop carrier aircraft available, but the gist of it

. of planning activity. On 2 1 June the MATAF was that if enough planes were obtained, the
' planners , who we re p articularly conce rned with equivalent of an airborn e division should be de-

airbo rne ope ratio ns, returned to A lgiers to resume posited b y p arach ute and glider near th ree im-
work on A N V IL . Since on that d ay the detaeh- portant junctions,

Le M uy,
Le L uc, an d C arn oules ,

ment lent to CBI by the 5 1st W ing co mpleted its on the main h ighway th rough the A rgens vall ey

return to Sicily, they knew they would h ave at between Frejus and To ulon . This project won

: least a full wing available.
Wh at more th ey might general acceptance , and a revised version of it

get was still very uncertain .
G eneral E aker , t rou - was incorporated into the MA TA F outlinc plan

t bled by logistical problems, was quoted as saying issued on 8 July .
='

• o n 20 J une that only one ad ditio nal wing could T he MA T A F plan called for an airbo rne mis-
be supported in the R ome district , which by then sion by d aylight late on D minus 1, to be lifted b y

was being co nside red as the take-o ff area fo r the 394 aircraft and 3U glider s. T he 2 P arachute

mission ."   By 2 6 J une,
however ,

he was much Brigade was to drop west of Le M uy, the 5 17th

more optimistic . Wilson stood eon sistently for a Parach ute RC T near Le L uc, and the 509th P ara-
loan of two additional wings . A s he wro2e in his ch ute Battalio n and the l st Bat talion of the SSl st

message of 24 J une to the British ch iefs of staff : Parachute Regiment near Carn oules .
By taking

'
1 am prepared to ca rry out AN V1L with the troop

t hese j unc tio n s a n d h o ld ing th e h igh gr o u nd n o rt h

_

 
carrier rescturces now available to me in the T hea tre.

  f t h e ro u t e , t he p a r a t ro o p s co u ld n o t o n ly p r even t

bu t the allocation of add itional list o f two wings would G er m a n re se r ve s to t h e n o rt h an d w e st fr o m
' enable me to make full use of the airborne forces now reaching the battlefi eld but wo uld also keep the

at my disposal and would materially enhance my way clear for a rapid advan ee on T oulon .
Both

• chances of success and spced up operations.3° task s were assigned them .
= =

. T his view was voiced in L ondon by General The weakness of the plan was dispersion .
Le

G ammell and by Brig.
Ge n.

La uris N orstad
,

he ad Muy was only 10 miles nort hwest of the coastal

• of M A A F 's operations and in telli gence section , towns of St .
R aphael and F rejus .

Le Luc was 15

_ and was support ed by repeated telegrams to the miles west of Le M uy on the To ulon road an d
C CS

.
Wilson 's emissar ies fa und the sup ply of t roop over 20 miles by ro ad from the beaches near St.

,
- ca rrie rs " very tight .

" Eisenhowe r , who was seri- T ropez .
C arnoules, some 10 miles southwest of

ously consider ing an airborn e o peration to win Le L uc, was even less accessible .
If N azi resist -

_
badly need ed po rts in Br ittany, was unwilling to ance was vigorous, the forces at Carn oules an d

   release that much of h is I X T roop Carrier C om- Le L uc might be overwhelmed before help could

man d fo r as long as a month or to lend them at all reach them.
* A 50 -plane resupp ly mission sched -

• until O V ER L O RD was securely established
.

H ow- uled for the nigh t of D plu s 2 indicates a.n ex-
ever , on 27 June , the day after the great port of pectation th at o ne or mo re of the groups might be

.
Cherbourg was taken, Gammell and Norstad won isolated at least that long. In approving the

 
from Eisenhower's chief of staff a pledge of '416 Seventh Army plans on 2 J uly, General Wilson
aircraft. The planes were to be sent to the Mediter- had raised the question whether it would not be

 
- ranea n fo r a mere th ree weeks,

fr  m 1 to 2  A u- wise r to send the airborne tr oops against one area
gust .

T he loan was e xtended a few days later , rather than th ree ,
b ut h is suggest ion had no imme-

en abling the t r  op ca rrie rs to leave England b y diate eff ect .
  '

' mid-July. Not until 8 July were all details ironed The drop was scheduled for daylight because
out and a directive issued to IX TCC to send to 15 August fell almost at the dark of the moon.

    the Mediterranean a headquarters detachment, a -
a t h fi n d e r r o u a n d 2 w in s o f 19 5 ]d n e s e a c h

.
' F Ven ASainst th e feeh le resist ance aclu ally enco untere d

,
LeP g P   g P   Lu c an d C arn ou les were no t t aken un u l D p lus 2

.
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The Invasion o  Southern France AixsoRrtE Mtsstoxs IN'I  e MEn  xx  xEArt ]942-1945 - 83

•
the follow-up in A NV IL

, would then be fl o wn in of the airborne missions had been fi nall y
  by heavy bo mbe rs to the captured fi elds, where established

.
'=9

they were to set up a 60-mile perimeter. Once Perhaps the most important change was a de-

  establi shed, they could bar the Rhone valley cision to coneentrate the airborn e forces in a rough

against a German retreat. Supplies at a rate of 550 semicircle two or three miles in radius north, west•
-
  tons per day per division would be fl own in from and south of Le Muy. The British brigade would

central Italy by C-47 and bomber until contact was be dropped and landed nort h of Le 1Viuy in a roll-

. made with th e forces landed on the ANVIL ing valley of fi elds and vineyards. This area, DZ
  ' beaches a hundred miles away. The operation LZ O, was over two miles long from north to south

would require an estimated 70 percent of the and tapered from a width of a mile and a half on
bo mbers of the Fifteenth A ir Force for 30 to 60 its so uth side to about a mile on the nort h

.
Tfi e

days and also entailed postponing the return of the Nartuby R iver ran part way along its southern

troop carriers lent by E isenhower.
boundary, and the vilIage of La Motte lay close

; The plan was not favorably received
.

The Fif- enough to its southwest corner to help mark it.
teenth A ir Force objecied to the diversion of its Le Muy itself was' only 40 0 yards so uth of the

  aircraft ; SHA E F opposed retention of its C-4 7's; southern cdge of the DZ
,

but was separated from

• and Wilson, though interested, felt he could not it by the river.
spare the three infantry divisions.

General Eaker The A mer ican 5 17th R CT was to drop and

pointe d o ut that the A vignon airfi elds,
being short ,

land about two miles west of Le M uy in D Z LZ A ,
marshy, and

, with one exception, not hard-surfaced a rectangle extending abo ut a mile and a half from

we re unsuitable for heavy aircraft.
General Gam- east to west and three quarters of a mile from north

mell questioned whether the airbo rne force co uld to so uth and largely made up of level, narrow
keep the Germans out of art illery range of the fi elds separated by hedgerows running north and

' airfi elds. General Williams, who had recently re - south. The Nart uby River fl owed on its nort hern

.
  turn ed from the UK to command the troop carriers side, and several roads near its other boundaries

in ANVIL, stressed the danger to C-47's in resup- helped to mark its location. At its northeast corner
  ply missions and even to bombers coming in over it was only a quart er of a mile from the British

hostile terrain in which antiaireraft batt eries could zone, a contiguity which was to cause some con-
• be concentrated. Events at Arnhem were to show fusion in the coming operation.

. that Gammell's and Williams' objections were well In eontrast to the eonventional characteristics
founded. In any case, the Avignon plan was not of zones O and A were those of DZ G This zone,

  accepted. It was just as well that no commitment about two miles southeast of Le Muy, was a

- was made,
because the speed o f the invasion ren- narrow oval a mile and a half long from east to

dered it unnecessary . On D plus 10 A vignon was west .
Lying in a basin between two ridges with

. in Allied hands and most of the German force s hills 1,
200 feet high to the east and 80 0 feet high

were north of the city.
28 to the west,

it was steep, rocky, and wooded
, with

,
On l 3 July in S l st Wing headquarters at L ido only two small areas of relatively level and open

+ di Roma,
Brig.

Gen . Paul L
.

Williams, the troop land at either end
.

It had no easy landmarks.

carrier commander, and Brig. Gen. Robert T.
Expert s held that a drop on it would need "pin-

• Frederick, the airborne commander of ANVIL,
point accuracy" and would in any case be "both

began joint planning of the airborne missions,
dangerous and chancey [sic]." This unattractive

- Highly dissatisfi ed with the plans prepared for
drop zone was reluctantly chosen in order to place

  them, they made sweeping changes in the drop Paratroo ps on the high ground dominating Le M uy

  and landing zones , the timing, and the route .
'1'he

fro m the south.
The 509th Parachute Infantry

- B attali on and the 4 63d Parachute Field A rtillery
two men worked smoothly together, and by the Battalion were chosen to drop there.

30
15th they had their operation "bundled up to the Williams successfully advocated delivery of the

= complete satisfaction of the Seventh Army and main paratroop missio n at fi rst light on D -day,
the N avy T ask Force Commander" and to the while keeping the big glider missions in the after-
admiration o f General Eaker.

Many de tails re- noon as in the M AT A F plan.
The success of

i  
mained to bc worked out, but the main features pathfi nder techniques during airborne operations
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The Invasion of Soutirern France AutEORNE Mtsstoxs Ix TxE ME  rrERRwrt  N 1942-1945 - 87

•
expe rience in airborn e ope rations in the Mediter- O n 30 J une they we re fl o wn and towed to a new

f ranean he had recently added that gain ed in di- center at M arciglian a,
I taly.

  1

recting the huge missions ft own in the invasion On the morning of 18 July the SOth Troop Car-
of Normandy. By thc 13th he was in Italy with a rier Wing reached Italy from England with 198

•
r staff of 20 picked offi cers and 19 enlisted anen planes. Each of its 4 groups had contributed 49

 
„ from IX TCC. Six or seven more offi cers an d a aircraft and 3 had been sent from wing head-

few enlisted men were later attached to this staff quarters. Except for one plane which landed in
to mcct various nceds, but nonc of thcsc played Portugal all had completed the trip. Delayed for

' ' a major role. a day by bad weather, they had left England on
The iroop carrier force provided for the opera- the night of the 16th. The 439th and 440th

tions in southern France was given official existence Groups had stopped at Marrakech. The 44 1st and
on 16 July as the• Provisional Troop Carrier Air 442d had come by way of Gibraltar. The split
Division (PTCAD ), and General Williams as- was dictated by the fact that neither Marrakech

: su med command of it on th at date .
Its head- nor G ib raltar were p rep are d to service mo re th an

q uar ters was set up at Lido di R oma , 18 miles t wo gro ups at one time.
T he gro ups were to be

.  so uthwest of R ome, beside th e headq uart er s o f the based respectively at O rbetello ,
O mbrone,

Gros-
= 5 Ist T roo p C arrier Wing. T he headquart e rs was seto and Follonica . T he fi eld at F ollo nica was

princip ally concern ed with operations , and adm in- completed just in time to receive the 44 2d
.

W ing
istrative activity was kept to a rn inimum .

No head quart er s was set up at O rbetello .
central fi les were kept; much business was trans- On 20 July the 53d Wing arrived, also with 198
acted by personal contact ; and correspondence planes. Its 435th and 438th Groups had used
scnt outsidc the command was sent through the Gibraltar as a stopping point, while the 436th and
message center of the Sl st Wing.

  '' 437th had rested and refueled at Marrakech. One
' When PTCA D was created

,
its place in the ch ain pla ne h ad been lost in a crash at G ib ralta r.

T he
  of co mmand was left o bsc ure. Supposedly it was to 5 3d Wing was based between the SOth and the

tie attached to T welfth A ir Fo rce for admin ist ra - 5 1st . Wing headq uart ers an d the 4 35th G roup
' t ion and to MA TA F for ope rations,

but action to were located at T arquinia .
Th e 4 36th ,

4 37th an d
that eff ect wa s not taken until 5 A ugust .

T hen the 4 3 8th G ro up s were based respectively at Vo lto ne,• N inth A ir Force attached PTCA D to M AA F, and M on talto and C an ino .
• the Twelfth Air Force issued orders retroactively Besides the two wings, 12 pathfi nder planes

attaching to iiself " IX Troop Carrier Command from IX Troop Carrier Command loaded with
- (Prov. )" as of 10 July for the headquarters, 12 cquipment and personnel made the trip to Italy

•
J uly fo r the pathfi nders and 16 J uly fo r the t roop and were placed in the Rome a rea at M arcigli an a.
car rier wings .

T he relations of PTC AD with its T hey had bro ught with them airbo rne p athfi r  der

_
' subord inates were also un usual. T he air units sent teams from the 82d and 10 1st A irborn e D ivisions

from Englan d were assigned to PTC AD ; the S l st to se rv e as instructors, and a full sup ply of radar

 
W ing (minus the 60 th T roop C ar rier G ro up ) and and visual a ids to navigation .

In all
, counting the

{ the 904th A ir Base Security Battalio n, wh ich 3 planes which h ad brought General W illiams and

guarde d PTCA D installations, were attached to it his staff and 2 substitute planes promptly sent to

- for operations ; the serv ice gro ups at its bases were replace those which had come to grief
, 4 13 troo p

not , strictly speak in g, under its authority at all .a" carr ier craft made the trip Erom England to Italy.

- On the 16th, parts of Williams' command were The move was a rero arkable test of troop car-

. already in position. The Sl st Wing had moved to rier navieation and of the potential range of the

the Rome area at the end of June. Its headquarters
C-47. The shortest hops were about 900 miles in

' • length, and that from England to Marrakech washad heen set up at Lido; the 62d Group had its 1,400 miles long. The planes had been provided
station at Galera; and the 64th, after a brief delay, with four cabin tanks apiece to increase their

,
had settled at Ciampino .

A ll group glider detach- c ruising radius.
T hey car ried an average loa d of

ments of the 5 1st had been concent rated in M ay three or fo ur passengers and a to n of luggage and
at a glider tra ining center at Po nte O livo ,

Sicily , eq uipmen t.
T he p assengers included 22 5 glider

   
a step very benefi cial to their morale and efFiciency. pilots. The equipment included a 10-day level of
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i
for a irbo rne op erations .

By d irect arrangement the fi rst fr antic attempts to assemble glid ers for
>< between the airborn e heady uarters and PTCAD

,
H U SKY

.
9fl

needed items were ft o wn in from Co rsica and D ifiSculties did arise.
O nce again after. assembly

r
Oran .

E mergency a rrangements also had to be had begun essential equip ment such as tensio-

,
made to b ring cargo p arachutes and other eq uip- meter s ha d to be obtained from outsid e the theater .

,. ment needed for aerial resupply into the theater A gain in tercommunicatio n sets ar rived late.
Be-

by plane and boat. The last large consignment of cause of this, and because of the lack of time for
this equipment reached the airborn e force on D modi6cation at Cercola, intercom sets were in-. ' ' minus 4.    stalled by the glider mechanics and pilots them-

A part icula rly urgent task in p rep aring for the selves after delivery to the troop ca rrier bases.
airbo rne o ff ens ive was the securing and assemb ly T he wir ing of two-th irds of the cables ha d to be
of gliders. P lans called fo r the use of o ver 350 imp rovised

, and the 53d W ing had to use regula-
Waco gliders.

T he M ed iterranean h ad been st rip- t io n fi eld phones an d other eq uipment cann ibali  ed
: ped of glide rs in M arch on beh alf of OV E RL OR D

.
from planes o n its b ases.

Approximately 140 were on hand, but it was Installation of the reinforced Griswold nose had
  doubtful whether more than 100 could be made been given top priority among glider modifi cations.
• fi t for combat. However, since the job would have taken 32 man-

Fortun ately, the W ar D epa rtment had agreed ho urs for every glider , a command dec ision was
abo ut 23 J une to send 350 gliders fro m the United taken not to attempt it .

In any case only 40 per-
States for AN VIL on convoy UG S 47 . H ad this cent o f the kits were on hand

.
O n D-day many

action been delayed u ntil 'v[A A F and M AT A F glider pilots had good cau  e to regret the lack of

cou ld p resent o utline plans,
few if any addition al the G riswold nose.

gliders co uld h ave been obtained in time for the The late assembly left a min imum of oppo r-
  ope rati  n .

A s it was, there was no time to sp are .
tunity for glider t raining.

O n 24 J uly PTC AD h ad

-
  In July,

G eneral E aker directe d that glider assem- to direct that glider fi ight training be "held to a

- bly have fi rst priority over all other air maintenance minimum to conserve gliders ," and as late as 9
  and assembly work, and that AAFSC/MTO as- August the 62d Troop Carrier Group had only

semble all incoming gliders as rapidly as received.' g
four operational gliders with whieh to praetice.  0

  O n 4 J uly the A A F Se rvice Co mmand / MT O T he SOth and 5 3d Wings began operatio ns t wo

_ sent to Cercola airfi eld , 12 miles from the docks of o r three days after their arrival
.

T he 50 th ,
being

Na ples, a detach ment of l 2 off icers an d 5 36 en- closest to the front, was entrusted with evacuation
- listed men to reccive and assemble inco ming ship- of wounded .* The 53d han dled ferry ing of per -

. ments of gliders .
T o th is gro up the 5 1st T roop sonnel and freight.

T his freed the 62d a nd 64 th
C ar rier W ing cvntrib uted more th an 30 glider G roups to practice .

T hey needed it.
D uring the

. mecha nics to aid in assembly and four glider pilo ts winter their services h ad been in such demand th at
to act as adviser s,

in spectors, and test p ilo ts. o nly one o r two planes were engaged in pathfinder

.
O n l 5 J uly sh ipments of gliders began arriving, training and as few as 4 percent of their personnel

{ but t wo -th ird s of them were not delivered until and o peration al aircraft were in training of any
the end of the month .

It took intervention by the kind for airborne mission s.
Fo r reasons noted in

• Deputy Commande r of M A A F to give them a the last chapte r this situation had to a great extent

pr io rity sufpi cient for p rompt unloading, since continucd until late in J une.
So rusty were the

- N aples was jammed with high-p rior ity cargoes . pilots as a result of their long immersion in trans-
. T he deadline for co mpletion was 10 A ugust .

B y po rt work t hat one visiting group commented

. 9 A ugu st 32 7 gliders h ad arrived at Cereola , and scornfully after watch ing the veteran 62d that they
 

a!1 had heen assembled
.

In addition ,
19 gliders " had no format ion fl ying ezperience."  t

delivered to th e east coast of Italy had been assem-
T he evacuation a nd tra nspo rt d uties of the SOth

: ble d at Brindis i
.

A n a mple supply of gliders for a nd 5 3d W ings cont inued th ro ugh 10 A ugust, on
the co ming missio ns h ad been assured

. T he effi - which date they were relicvcd of them by PTC AD
.

cient way in which the ta sk had been han dled •o n 23 ]uly the 8t91h Medical Air Evacuation 5quadron   
s ho w s ho w m uch p r o gre ss h a d bee n m a d e s in ce was fl own to Italy by ATC to provide medical care for wounded

mcn during air evacuation.
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• •

experience with large airborne ope rations that to fi t in A merican gliders had be en suggested in the

+ fi ll o ut Frederick's scanty staff
,

36 had to be ft own spring as a means of defense against tanks .
Two

in fro m the Unitcd States.
They arrived in the such units,

Company A of the 2d Chemical Bat-

middle of July .
On l 2 J uly,

Frederick's co mmand talion, and Company D of the 83d Chemical

•
r was activated under the title Seventh A rmy A ir- Battalion, were placed on the list.

The 8 87th

•
,. born Division (Prov. ) . It was redesignated on 2 1 Airborn e Aviation Engineer Company was lent by

Julv as thc 1st Airborn e Task Force.u5 the AAF, and the 5 12th Airborn e Signal Com-

. On 23 June the S17th PCT'(including the 460th pany was activated. The designation of the 676th

' ' Parachute Field Artillery Battalion and 596th Medical Collecting Company on 29 July completed

Parachute Engineer Company) , the 5091h Para- the roster of airborne units, although detachments

chute Infantry Battalion, the 463d Parachute Field of ordnance personnel and military police were
Artillery Battalion, the 550th Glider Infantry Bat- also provided.5

"

talion and the l st Battalion of the SSl st Parachute By mid-July most of these troops were assem-
• Infantry Regiment were on the ANVIL troop list bled in the Rome area and were engaged in a  

available for use in airborne missions. So was the training program directed by Frederick's head-
  60 2d Pack .Artillery Battalion, although it had not y uarters in conjunction with PTCAD and the

.
had any airbo rne expe rience .

The French para- airbo rne training center at Ciampino .
chute regiment, which was also on the list, was The paratroop units needed comparatively little

remo ved by De Gaulle early in July fo r use in additional training.
The 509th Parachute Battalion

C A IM AN . The British 2 Parachute Brigade was and 2 Parachute Brigade,
both veteran units,

had

not then on the list, though its inclusion had fre- wo rked with the troo p carriers during the spring .
quently been proposed.

Wilson wanted the brigade The 55 1st Parachute Battalion had just compieted

in Italy, and its presence in A NV IL
, a predomi- a refresher course at the airbo rne training center

' nantly American operation, involved considerable and so had the SSOth Glider Battalion. The 5 17th

.
  problems of equipment and administration. How- PCT, having be en well trained for airborn e opera-

ever, after the French withdrawal the brigade was tions in the United States, had been givcn a taste
' needed if the airborne troops were to block the of combat in Italy and was just out of the line as

Argens corridor in divisional strength. The green- was the 463d Field Artillery. As already stated,
• ness of the American paratroops made inclusion no large-scale paratroop training drops were car-

- of the British still more import ant. Except for the ried out. Such parachute exercises as were held

veteran 509th and two batteries of th e 463d ( to were on a token basis with the bulk of the unit

. which two new batteries were added) , none had simulating the drop and assembly. As in the

_
been in co mbat for mo re than a week o r two .

training for A VA LA N CH E , time was too short
Therefore Ge neral Patch asked fv r the brigade and to pe rmit repacking of parachutes after a mass

•
' on 3 o r 4 July the t3ritish lent it to him for use in drop.

ANV IL with the proviso that it be return ed to Except fo r the SSOth and elements of 2 Brigade
Italy as soon as the beachhead was fi rmly Gro up, the gliderborn e units were completely new

' t established
.
  g to airbo rne operations.

Between 20 July and 5

With o ne o r two exceptions the other units were A ugust a school
, staffed by an instruction team

.
designate d between 2 July and the activation of from the 550th, which had co nducted glider train-
the provisional airbornc division on 12 July . N one ing courses in the U nited States , gave the m thor-
of the m had had previo us training for an airbo rne ough training in loading and lashing combat

assault.
An antitank company acy uired from the equipment and in unloading and assembling under

t Japanese-American 442d Infantry Regi inent was simulated combat conditions. The men were also
  • a valuable addition. However, it had to be re- scheduled to receive at least two operational gli der

equipped with British 6-pounder guns, sincc its fl ights apiece. This phase of the program was
own 57-mm. pieces would not fi t in a Waco glider. somewhat curt ailed by the glider short age. The

  A nother antitank company was to be organized only practice glider mission, that of 12 A ugust,
e xpressly fo r use in the operatio n,

but the time was on a token basis with very few gli ders actuall y

was too sho rt to have it ready. Employment of landing.`  
units equipped with 4.2 inch mortars whicfi would Each battali on of airborne troops had contri b-
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•
Sardinia would not work pro pe rly and was turned communiques also gave erroneo us reports as to

  o(i
.

T wo ,
installed in Co rsica , went on the air at thc A llied landings.

2 100 on D minus 1 and were in operation through- It is doubtful whcther the diversion was of much

; out the D-day missions. To be a reliable guide, immediate assistance to either the airbvrn e or the
Gee needed three sending stations on cvhich to get amphibious landings. Its chief value lay in dis-

 
,  a fi x. The objectives in DRAGOON were outside couraging the rapid deployment of German troops

the 100-mile range within which it was most accu- and planes which were outside the invasion area

. rate, and the navigators' experience with Gee was to meet the situation.
MAAF bombiII gs had so

  ' rather limited. Nevertheless, four groups found it shattered German communicatipns that evea when
helpful in the operation and one report ed it had the N azi fo rces in the path Qf the assault knew
be en essential to their success.

e= they were faeing the A llies' main effort, they could

The airborne diversion, a co mplex and delicate not get word th ro ugh to highe r headquarters.
The

operation, appears to have been a success. Five German commanders, perplexed by scanty and

; C'-47's of 21b Squadron, RAF, took off from confl icting reports, moved slowly and committed
Ajaccio, Corsica, at 0 155 on D-day to simulate a their troops piecemeal.

  paratroop mission in the L a Ciotat area.
When N o German reinforcements reached the be ach-

- about 90 miles fro m L a Ciotat they set their eourse head
.

T he interdiction campaign waged by MAA F
fo r it, and quart ermaster resupply crews of six had been so e8 ective that few co uld have reached

men aboard each plane began dro pping W indow it .
T he Germans could,

however,
have massed

fro m the emergency exits.
The aircraft fl ew at aro und Marseille and Toulon and perhaps held

6ve-minute intervals, and chaff was dropped in them for mo nths as they did at Brest, or they
such a way as to suggest to enemy radar a fo rma- could have put several divisions in position to
tion of fi ve serials, the lead planes of which were check the A llied advance nort hward as a small

  fi ve minutes apart. Although they had to rely on rcar guard actually did temporarily in the battle
'  dead reckoning most of the way, the pilots made of Montelimar.

Instead, they hesitated and lost
landfall exactly on course .

Me anwhile, a naval the appo rtunity to take either course .
' j

  force aided by three Window-dropping Welling-
tons of the RAF was simulating a convoy 8 miles The Airborne Missions

  wide and 12 miles long steaming into the Baie de la The airbo rne invasion 6egan abo ut 0 100 on
_ Ciotat_

The enemy radar station o n Cap Sicie had D -day when y pathfi nder p]an es carrying l 2 1
been carefully left intact by MA A F bo mbers so pathfi nder troops took off from Marcigliana.

They
• that it co uld reco rd this seemingly fo rmidable

,
fl ew straight to Elba and from the re proceeded at

,
threat . I50 miles an ho ur over the ro ute prescribed fo r

_
At about 0 330 the naval contingent deplo yed

the troop carrier missions .
T hey fl ew in three

,
as if fo r an amphibious assault .

This maneuver
caused some confusion, but succeeded well enough   rials of three planes each with fi ve-minute inter-

to preserv e the deception. Between 0349 and vals between serials. Each serial had be en assigned

t 04 19 the fi ve C-47's simulated a paratroop drop
to a separate drop zone. Aboard every plane was
a self-contained team of from 11 to 14 troops

on a DZ between Rougiers and 5ignes about 15
equipped with be acons and lights with which to

  miles nort h of Toulon. Flying at the height and mark the zones during dar kness and fl uorescent
speed usual in authentic missions, namely 600 panels for use by day. One such team would be

- feet and 110 miles an hour, they dropped pintails, suffi cient to provide a zone with radar and visual
r ritie simulators, and 300 rubber dummies. Enemy aids. Fnemy interference on the DZ's was to be

  ,
opposition was limited to scattered small-arms fi re. signalled by fi ring Very lights.

This feint, immediately before the mass drop at Favored by good weather, the pathfi nders
Le Muy, appears to have been successful in throw- reached France exactly on schedule and approxi-

' ing the Germans off balance. Rcports that mately on course. However, over the coast of the
thousands of paratroops were dropping west of Riviera t} ey encountered a blanket of fog through
ToL!  r. were made over the German radio and which they had to grope by dead reckoning, sup-

'  
went uncorrected for fi ve hours. The fi rst German plemented by vague relief maps of the passing
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. •
terrain shown on the scopes of thc SCR - 7 17   '

.
l ntjependent Parachute Platoon .

This it dropped

 
_

A reconnaissance p l;tne ha d been sent avcr the o n D Z O at U3 3  exactly as sched uled
, a nota ble

inva sion arca o n 7 A ugust , a nd ph:  tngraphs h ac! feat of navi, ation since the d rop zone and all the
been taken of thc ima kes formr d on its SCR - la nd for miles aro und were invisible.

O ne team
t `

• 7 17- C
.

These photographs th  patl li nclei   nuw camc do wn with in 10 0 yards of its o bjective.
T

,.
attempted to use to guide them , .4 ssembly on a fa ggy night nat urally prove d diffi -

In sp ite of th is help , the lead sc;rial
. suppose.d b? cult.

However, the fog shielded the pa rat roops
d ro p teams fro m the 509 th and SSOth Rattali   n. fro m enem ' eyes, and they fo und a friendly F rench

  ' an d a tea m fro m the 55 ] st Ref;iment o n DZ C at farmcr ta guidc them to the exact spot nea r Le

U32 3,
lost its way, circ led back to the sea ctnd made h ìit,,n ti+ hr re they were to set up their equipment .

a seco nd run.
After abo ut h alf an hou r o f circlin    B}' f)=130 they had two E ureka beacons in operation

one p la ne d ro ppcd its i roc  ps and w'ent h  me .
 l-hc abo ut   00 }'ards a part along t he a xis o f ap proach

.
other two airc raft separated so nn afte r that , anct I hcy  ll5o set up two lights,

but these were for

; one dropped its team aha ut 0 -1O0 .
T he last. tea m asst mbly p urposcs.

T he fog made t hem in visible
jumped a bo ut 04 15 on thc   ixth n m madr b}' t he from the air .

T wenty-four minutes remained be -
  . pilot at his elusivc target.

  A ltho ugh each d ro p forc the tirst serials of assault troops were to arri ve

• was made sepa ratzly, all th ree teamc of airborne over D Z O
.

T he hour and twenty min utes allowed

troo ps landed in the same general area, a wooded for assembly and settin g up equipment had proved

and mount aino us regio n b  tween Frejus an d G r ;sse   ui  icie.nt .' 
'

from 10 to l 5 milca eas t of D 7
.
C

_
So me pc:culia rity PT CAD and A FH Q both reporte d th at th e path -

of the landscape may have deluded the na vigator s fi nder uperation 4vas a co mplete success, an d their

into thinking they were ove r the drop zone . T wo asse rt ion has been generally accepted
. 
35 A s h as

were sure they had d ro ppcd in the right place .
bee n sho  'n, this  'iew is serio usly incorrect .

In
  Lo st in the woocjc and fa r from their objectivc ,

fact , the pathfi nder mission was less than 50 per -
 

none af the th ree tea ms were able to reach the cent efTect ive .
O n one of the three zones n aviga-

Le M uy area in time to act as pathfi nd ers or even tional aids were est ablished accord ing to plan .
• to take pa rt in the fi gh ting there •

Path finder trp ops for a second zone were dropped

.
The second se rial was t  d ro p its troops , a prematurety,

but ne ar enough to have aids in

p latoon of the 5 17th PC T
, at O330

.
Tlte actual operation for so me missions late on D -d ay.

The

• drop was made at Q32g. The platoon landed in serial intended for the other zone became lost and

woods three and a half miles east of DZ A and missed its mark by more than l 0 miles.
' just e ast of Le M uy itself

.
E   iJ ently thc p il ots Th is ind icates that even th e hest p athfi nder

• were very close to the p ropcr co urse and sched ule , pilots and navigators (and these were the best the

, and a drop two minutes later would probably have A llies had ) were likely to err .
T he SCR - 7 17 was

- been sucx essful.
useful

,
b ut over land its image was diffi cult to

Instead the parat roops , thoroughly lost,
had t o interp ret.

Gee, even with one station missing,
had

. wait for daylight to reveal their location .
Befo re helped the p ath fi nders but h ad not saved them

  from error . The roblem of ensurin acx uracthey could move the Germans attacked them, and p g y

much of the morning was spent in beating off their remained to be solved.
' assault .

F inally, with the aid of a British ofticer Fo llowing the p athfi nders came the dawn para-
the pathfi nde rs d id make their way aro und the t roop missio n, A LBAT R O SS

.
T his crucial initial

• no rthern outskirts of Le M uy to D Z A .
T hey a r- assault was to be fl own by 39f; planes carrying

  rived abou t l 6 30 an d set up a Cu rek a, an Iti i F about 5,
600 parat roop infantry and •artill ety mt:n

 , beaco n, and a panel T
.

T h us, though they had and over 150 pieces of artillery (co unting the
• missed the paratroop operat ion s in the morning, heavy wea pons of the infantry units ) .j  E xcluding

they were able to render substantial assistance to 75 aircraft awaiting the morning glider mission,
_. - the afternoon missions. __

T he t h ir d p a t h fi n de r se r ia l ca r r ie d t h e B r it ish 1 *Thc 5  th and   3d Wings dropped 3,918 men in ALBA-
TROSS. L  s conclusive data on the Slst Wing indicates it

- - - - dropped about 1,70o men. (Hq IX TCC, Statistical Report

*   "These arc lhc tim cs re po rted by the nirbo rn e.
-r wn of th e o f C pe ration " D RAG OO N

,
" 13 Se p 44 in S4 6

.
S42F ; Hq

th rce d ro p t ime s give n in thc P I C'A L) re po rt are c lca rly in- M A7 A F
.

Re po rt o n O pe ratio n D R AG O ON
,

An n-D ,
1 N ov

correct .
44 ) .
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,
serial of the 64th wo uld pass th e island

.
T he tim- B and C Batteries of the 46 3d to jump o ver St .

, -
ing proved to have been sound , and the gigantic T ropez, a coastal .   wn 10 miles from the drop
formation , extend ing mo re than 100 miles from zone.

Besides being inaccurate the serial was
end to end

, set out with a minim um of confusion .
badly dispersed

. A bo ut half the troops were scat-
' ' T he night was ca lm .

Visibilily o ver the sea was te red in small gro ups on fields, vineyards,
beaches

} good , th ough there we re scattered clo uds and the a nd rooftops over an area oE several miles.
T wo

moon was a mcre crescent .
The navigational aids sticks came down in the sea , b ut only about 15

„ worked well
.

T he SCR - 7 17 picked up the sh ore other p aratroops o ut of some 600 dro pped were
' ' line plainly as far as 90 miles away and wa s a great jump casualties .'

 "  
help in making landfall at the IP. It was also of 1̀'he next four serials were to drop the 517th
some assistance in keeping the serials properly Parachute Infantry Regiment and the 460th Field
  paced. Art illery Battalion on DZ A. The 440th Group,As far as the IP all went smoothly. Neither fl ying in the lead, located the DZ on the scope of

: enemy aircraft nor Allied convoys troubled the its SCR- 7 l7 after failing to get a signal from the
even tenor of the fl ight. Many of the paratroops pathfi nders. At 043 1 it dropped 720 men of the

, slept d uring the jou rn cy.
Then ,

just off the coast . 2d Battalio n of the S l 7th .
T he d ro p was  widely  the pilots sigh ted the fog, a heavy blanket vario usly dispersed . A bo ut a third of the troops landed near

estimated at from 500 to 1
,
000 feet th ick .

T his enough to the D Z to assemble and move against
was most se rio us for the groups headed fo r D Z's their initial o bjectives,

but only about 300 were in
C an d A , since they would h ave to make th eir position with the b attalion 2 4 ho urs later .dro ps witho ut benefi t of path fi nder assistance . The next serial

,
fl own by th e 4 39 th G roup ,

.
The fi rst two se ria ls,

drawn from the 44 1st and d ro pped the 3d Battalio n of the 5 17th blindly
44 2d Groups, were to drop on DZ C a l ,2

00 -man u nder what were conservativelv called " d iff icult"
' team made up of the 509th Parachute Battalion, conditions. The battalion descended in three

-
  the 463d Field Artillery Battalion and a platoon of groups, three or four miles apart, around the town

engineers. The drop zone was invisible in the of Fayence, some 15 miles from the drop zone.' fog ; the SC R- 7 17 of th e lead sh ip failed ; and A fter stren uous eff o rt s it assembled 90 percent of
no signal was received from the path fi nder t roops its men and eq uipment and set o ut by forced
who at that moment were wande ring in the woods marches to jo in the regiment .

.
between Frejus and G rasse .

In th is dilemma the A fter thc 4 39th came the 4 3 7th Group with the44 2d G ro up was saved by its assid uo us practic   4 60th A rt illery aboard .
T he gro up reported seeing

. with the sand table.
T he jagged hills sur ro unding l;ghts on the D Z

, possibly impro vised signals made
,

DZ C projected above the fog, and their re- by men of the 2d .Battalion of the 5 17th. In any
semblance to the model was cvidcnt. Estimating case, part of the serial did drop near the DZ. The

.
their position by the hilltops the graup dropped battalion had 6 howitzers in position before day-their pa rat roops at 042 1

.
A11 b ut three vr fo ur liaht and l l ho witzers and a fi re -direction center

sticks landed with in half a mile of th e d rop zo ne. in operation by 1100 . A twelfth gun arrived in
  This ach ievement of the 44 2d deserves mo re credit the afternoon . Howeve r, the troo ps in 20 planes

than it ever received
.

N o other gro up in the whole had jumped 4 minutes too soon,
following the lead

co urse of the war made so accurate a d rop unde r of in en on the No .
2 plane who had mistaken the

such d ifficult conditions .
In spite of the fog and

red warn ing Iight for the jump signal
.

A s a result

_
the rocky gro und o nly 20 men out of abo ut 60 0

at least l 00 men and 4 guns did not rejoin the
 

were injured in th e drop and only t wo were seri- battalion until after D -d ay.ously hurt .
It should be no ted th at this lo w cas- -r he 4 38th G roup , the last in A L BA T RO SS to ' • ualty rate was incurred on a very calm n ight with

winds less than six miles an ho ur.
d m p on n Z A

, made its drop at 04 53 th ro ugh

T he 4 4 1st G ro up ha d failed to make contact dense fog b y " 7 l 7 and dead reckon ing." Altho ugh
  with the 44 2d over E lba .

It set its own course and its fi rst repo rts ind icated that it had d ropped the
went astray. Confused by the clouds off the coast,

] st Battalion of the 517th within a mile and a half
the gro up failed to realize its erro r and orde red its of the D 7

., most of the t roops had come down
'  

passengers,
B and C Co mpan ies of the 509th and several miles f rom the zo ne .

By the morning of
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dro pped
.

An other reaso n that the early optimistic sot ie eight minutes later by the 4 36th from Vol-
• , estimat  s went uncorrected seems to be that afte r to ne.

One plane in th e 436th had to ret urn wit h
A ugust the location of the airbo rn e u nits made it engine t rouble .
very diff icult to collect and collate information. The Horsa seriat had passed Corsica when it

' The Americans were fi ghting in the French Alps, received a radio message from PTCAD's station*
  and 2 Brigade had been returned to Italy. directing it to return to Tarquinia or, if fuel was

The morning glider mission, BLUEBIRD by low, to Corsica. Fog still curtained the landing
• name, was to be fl own hy 35 aircraft of the 435th zones, and the 435th would not be able to wait for

  - Troop Carrier Group towing Horsas and by 40 it to clear . The planes had barely enough fuel to
p lanes of the 4 36th G roup with W acos .

Tt was ca rry out the H orsa mission as sched uled
.

O ne
intended to provide art illery support for the Brit- plane with engine tro ub le an d another which was
ish paratroops .

* T he gliders we re to fl y over the short of fuel released their glid ers , both of which

same route and use the same beacons as the p ara- landed safely o n Corsica .
T he rest ret urn ed to

: troop mission . Fluorescent panels wo uld be laid hase.
After hasty conferences G eneral W illiams,

o ut to form T 's at the center of each landing zone .
Co lonel McNees of the 4 35th an d C olonel Beach

  Smoke bo mbs at the base of each T wo uld be used of the airborn e troops re ached a decision to try
- to sho w the d irect ion of the wind

.
E ach zone again in the afte rnoon and launeh the H orsas over

would be divided into yuarters and numbered with the LZ at 1800, ten minutes ahead of the fi rst
Roman numerals made of fiuorescent panels. Red afternoon missions.
panels and green smoke would bc employed on '1'he 4 36th G roup circled for an hour waiting
LZ O

.
Y ell o w p anels and blue smoke wo uld be for the fog to clear .

F inally, at 09 26 it reIeased

used on LZ A . over LZ O 33 Waco glide rs loaded with h alf of

,
T he fo rmation to be Hown wa s a column of the 64th L i  ht A rtillery B att alion an d some head-

fours in pair of pairs echeloned to the righ t .
Th e q uarters person nel.

O ne glider had disintegrated
 

planes in each pair we re to keep 100 feet apart.
in mid-air above the sea killin g all abo ard . A n -

E very pair would fl y 300 feet fro m the pair beside other h ad broken its ro pe an d landed in the Medi-  it . Every plane in the column beh in d the le aders t  t rane tn witho ut lo ss of life . A substit ute sent in

, was to stay 1,00 0 feet behind the glider of the place of the plane which ret urned with engine
plane ahead of it .

The speed p rescribed was l 20 trouble had seen the H orsa serial return ing and

- miles an ho ur.
Beca use of the terrain , the W aco ha d likewise ret urn ed in the belief thc mission was

gliders would be released at a height of 1,0 00 feet , cancelled
.

Th is p lane and glider later completed
' somewhat higher th an the ideal b ut low enough for their mission with one of the afternoon serials.

- q uick la nding.
T he massive Horsas would be re-

Since the task fo rce repo rted th at at noon seven

,
lease d at l ,500 feet .

A ll the Ho rsas were manned gliders of the ser ial w'ere unaccounted for,
four

- by British glider pilots.
T he p lanes wo uld return othe r gliders must have landed wcll outside th e

at an altitude o f 3 ,
000 feet an d a speed of 150 Le M uy area .

  '  .
. miles an hour .

  ; In co nsid ering how the airbo rne troops ,
bro ught

4 T he Waco payload was limited to 3
,
750 pounds .

in the mo rning missions,
fared d uring the day,

it is
T he ma ximum paylo ad of the H orsas was set at con ven ient to deal fi rst with the sit uation at D Z C

.
' 6 ,900 po unds, and they were loaded to the limit .

T here the 44 2d G roup had deposited two com-
A C-47 was barely able to tow a Horsa , and t he panies of the 509th In fa ntry Battalion and two

- eff ort ca used h eavy fuel consumption ; conse- batteries of the 4 6 3d F ield A rtillery .
T heir mis-

, q uently ,
C -4 7's h ad not been used to tow t he b ig sion was a defensive one , to hold the heights south

_, gliders in the Mediterranean .
B ut O V ER L O RD of Le M uy and to block a secondary road runn ing' had demon strated th at it was feasible to do so . fro m L e M uy to Ste M axime . A t fi rst they could

Th e 4 35th G ro up with its H orsas too k off o n fi nd very little of their equipment .
Th e b undle-

. sched ule fro m T a rq uinia between 0 5 18 and 0 550 ligh ts had not worked
, and much materiel h ad•

and crossed Cape d ' U omo about 0 6 12
,

followed lan ded in t rees.
However , after sun rise it was

*BLUEB[RD actually delivercd 373 troops, mo tly artiiierr- q uite easy to locate the b undles and pick them off
+   men, 3a pieces of srtitlery and SS vehicles. (Hq lx Tc e the low, sp arse scrub

.
Before nightfall abo ut 60Statistical Report for Opcration "Dragoon," 13 Scp 44) .
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!
occupied almost without resistance.

By then all tug joined the formation at the fi rst marker bo at ,

, _
the initial objectives of the combat team had been nothwest of Co rsica.

*

occupied
, but in some cases this was done by very Tfi e air was calm and slightly hazy .

Over the

few men.
In the cente r o f the perimeter Company sea the SC R- 7 17 facilitated navigation by picking

=' A
, origin ally designated the regimental reserve, up the shore line at 50 miles, and the Gee station

  was holding the sector of the missing 3d battalion also proved helpful. Overthe battlefi eld the smoke

with roadblocks manned by four or fi ve men was thickening, and the maximum visibility near

_ apicce. The gradual trickle of in en and materiel Le Muy was fi ve miles. The MF beacon was not
' • dropped in that general vicinity had somewhat used, and the signals of the Eureka were not re-

strengthened the 5 17 th by n ightfall
,

but it was still ce ived until the lead ships were fo ur miles from

so weak as to be very vulnerable against a deter- the landing zone.
A pparently the be acon was just

  mined attack
.
r  returning to the air.

Thus fo r 14 miles after pass-
A majority of the British 2 Parachute Brigade ing the IP the formation had to make its way over

_
- which was the equivalent of an A merican para- the hills without guidance from the pathfinders.

It

chute regiment had come down, well concenirated did so without difficulty and released its 37 gli ders

 , on and around DZ O. The brigade was to clear over LZ O according to plan at 1749. The return
_ and hold the area around its drop zone nort h of was uneventful, but one aircraft was damaged in

Le Muy, to make contact with the 5 17th, and to landing. "
take Le Muy itself prior to dark on D-day.

After the Horsas came CANARY, the second

The British quickly occupied the village of Le paratroop mission of the day, an d the only one in
Mitan on the eastern edge of their drap zone.

the invasion be sides ALBATROSS. It began at
They set up their CP in the village and at 1000,

1555 when the 437th Troop Cam er Group at

after staff personnel arrived in the fi rst Montalto dispatched a serial of 4l planes carrying
' glider mission, the task force also set up its CP the 55 1st Parachute Battalion. Aboard the air-

  there. One battalion of the brigade moved west, craft were 736 troops and 10 tons of supplies and

seizing 80 prisoners in the hamlet of Clastron, a equipment. The 437th reported that its SCR- 717

' mile and a half northwest of Le M uy, and making was eff ective at the astonishing distance of 10 0

coatact with the 5 17th at La Motte . Another bat- miles .
It twice checked its positions by Gee .

T he
  talio n pushed south and before noon had taken Eureka signals were received perfectly at as much

_
the tiny village of Le s Serres on the north bank of as 35 miles.

Thus guided the serial made an un-
the Nartuby less than half a mile from Le M uy.

eVentful flight to D Z A
.

Arriving sometime be-

_ T hen it ran into diffi culties.
The enemy had stro ng tween 1804 and 18 10

,
t it fo und the T clearly

_ positions around the bridge which spanned the visible despite some smoke. The recently arrived

Nart uby just outside Les Serres. Hampered, per- pathfinder troops had done their work well. All

: haps, by the absence of the artillery carried by the concerned agree that the jump was completely
recall ed Horsa se rial

, the British were not able to successful
.

E xcept fo r two who refused to jump,
take the bridge until late aftern oon.

78 By that all the paratroo ps landed
, well-conce ntrated

,
in the

    time the reinfo rcements carried in the afternoon drop area.
Only 17 men were injured

.
T he 4 37th

missions were arriving.
made an uneventful return and had all its planes

. T roop carrier operations on the afternoo n of home b y 20 18
.
'''

D -day be gan at 1504 when th e 35 Ho rsa-towing
Immediately after CAN A R Y came the big

_ aircraft of the 4 35th G roup made their second P  tder mission,
D OV E . Seven serials o f 4 7 o r 4 8

planes each were to tow 332 W aco gliders  f car ry -
y start . The big gliders ca rried 2 33 troops , 35 jeeps , ing thc SSOth Glider Infantry Battalion, additional

,
30 guns, and 3 1

,
3 78 pounds of ammunition, a

total load of 248,000 pOUndS. They were joined sThe ather   lider in Corsica was erroneously belie  •ed to
have been ditched . It was pic ked up on D plus o ne and re-in the assembly area by the Waco-towing substitute t"ased o  er Dz o at I 10 1. Incl uding this. 37 Ho rs as and 38
W ac os were de livered in BLU E Bi RD . ( H ist 4 35th TC G p

,•
from the 436th Group which had mistakenly re-   uea3  .t The 437th stated that its fi rs[ plane arrived at 1R04; theturned w ith the m in the m o rn ing .

T he 4 3 5 th h ad s 5 st gave thc time as   soa; attd the pathfinders believed it
sent a lan e t0 C Or51Ca t0 ICk u o ne o f the was 1810. The time is import ant since a dclay in CANARY

P P P m eht havc rn ntributcd to thc mix-up in DOVE.
+   H o rs as re le ased t herc o n the fi rst trip .

G l ide r and #The Slst Wing scnt thrce more than its appointcd 94, rais-
ingthctotal to 335.
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and that many gliders were rcleased at excessive all its gliders crashed but only o ne load was

, -
heights.

Some in the 62d were released at over damaged
.2,000 feet and some in the 64th as high as 3',000 The relatively high casualties among the pilots

feet. were caused part ly by the obstacles into which they
.   Dodging and diving with agility the glider pilots crashed and partly by heavy equipment in the

' managed to avoid coll iding in mid-air. Ho aever, gliders which lunged forward against them at the
  their fi rst sight of the landing iones revealed some- moment of impact. Most of them felt that the

thing for which neither their briefi ng no r the avaii- Griswold nose,
had it been used

, wo uld have
• • able photographs had prepared them. The fi elds greatly reduced the casualtie s. T hey also favored

were studded witN obstacles known in Normandy use of parachute arrestors (general installation of

as "Rommel's asparagus.
" Poles from 4 to 6 inches which had been considered and given up due to

in diamete r we re set in rows from ] 5 to 40 feet lack of titne )
,

heavier lashing fo r the loads and

apart. Wires had been stretched between them, safety-belts for the troops .
Some pilots suggested

. but the paratroo ps had cut the wires .
Mines had that jeeps o r tracto rs be employed to pull gliders

  becn laid, but fo rtunately the Germans as yet had landed in one wave out of the way, so that the

  , not been able to get fuses for them.
T h us the glider next serial could land

.' pilots were able by adroit maneuvering to set their A fter leaving the release area the troo p carriers
gliders do wn betwee n the rows of poles .

dropped their tow ropes at a designated point,
U nder the circumstances, it was natural that turn ed right, and returned according to plan .

One
they sho uld land wherever they could

.
Even in plan e was hit by a burst of German antiaircraft

the lead group, the 44 2d
, the pilots of the last 12 and was forced to corn e down in the sea off the

glide rs found no room on their assigned fi elds and French coast. A ll aboard were saved
.

The de-
coasted down south of La Motte about 2 miles struction of this single C -4 7 was the only appre-

' away.
Fortunately, their loads were principally ve- c iable damage the Germans were able to inti ict on

,t• hicles and extra ammunition for which there was no PT CAD in all its missions .
immediate need

.
The glider detachments of the 62 d i n general, antiaircraft fi re was even slighter

• and 64th Groups found their fi elds completely than it had been in the morning.
A t no time during

,
fi lled with gliders and had to crash-land at average the day did enemy aircraft attack th e airborne mis-
speeds of 80 to 90 miles an hour. Though they sions .

The fi ghter escort left early by prio r agree-
• sheered off their wings on the poles and hit all ment in order to reach its fi elds before dark,

but
kinds of obstacles , the pilots managed to get their no Nazi prowlers were on hand to attack the un-

• passengers and cargoes to earth with an astonishing protected rear of the return ing column.
At 2 138

' degree of safety,
the last plane of the 62d Gro up hit the runway at

- The gliders,
however, were a total loss. The

Galera.
The troop c arriers had completed their

- SOth Wing report ed two weeks later that only 2 mission.4 
The effort put forth by PTCAD on D-day mayof its gliders were serviceable and that only 26 he summarized as follows:

•  could be salvaged
.

Indications are that the gliders  
in the three rear serials, which arrived after the

So rt ies Intended
....... ..... .... ..........

857
So rt ies Acco mplishedt

_ _ __
852

. good landing grounds were preempted
,

fared cven 44 4Paratroop Sorties ________ .._ . _____worse.
In the hectic time following the invasio n Glider Sorties, W aco ___.____ ______ _

372

. such gliders as were salvagable were left un- Glider So rties,
Ho rsa _.... . .___

36

  guarded.
Weather and pillage co mbined to destroy T roops Delivered$

_._____ __ _. . _
9

,
09 9

. ,
•

them. Not one was ever recovered. Paratroo ps __
6

,
48 8

In making the landings 1 1 glider pilots were Gtider Troops ______________. __._..__ ._
2

,
6 1 1

killed and over 30 were injured
.

Abo ut 100 of the w Calculated fromfigures forthe individual missi  ns.
: g l id e r l ro o p s w e re s e r io u s l y h u rt

.
V e r y l it t le d a m -   Inc luding prem ature drv ps and releases o ve r F rench co as-

Ial walcrs.age wa s do ne to the ca rgoes , altho ugh as us ual   The PTCAD Report statcs that cxactlv 9,0()U troops werc
1re at d ifl7c ult w as enc DUntered in e ttin them  Icli  cred. Thc discrepancv anses tnainlv because this Reaort

  y g  ' crcdits the Slst Wing with carry ing 1,979 troops in DRA-
•

 
o ut

.
F o r e xa m ple , the 6 2 d G ro up repo rt e d that W  g N

ar
rY

ed 2O81 troO
p s ha

s
b

e
Rn el

e d
w
o

nm
l
h as

I
n

s
t
a
n
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 he

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IA  V E  12958

The l nvasion ot Southern France A IRBORNE M ISSIONS I N T H  M EOR ERRANEAN 19 4 2- 194 5 - I O9
. •

the southern part of Le Muy. By 1445 on D plus then turn ed eastward, broke through German

, -
l resistance in Lc Muy had ceased. forces a mile and a half south of Les Ares and

In taking the town the SSOth had captured made contact with the 5 17th. That broke the back
between 500 and 700 prisoners, more than its own of the most formidable resistance faced by the

'' entire personnel. Its losses had been 1 man killed airbvrne forces in DRAGOON. The Les Ares
* and 15 wounded. At 1600 mopping-up parties on sector was won. 6

the southern outskirts of Le Muy hailed tanks A second victory was the taking of Draguignan,
carrying paratroops of the 509th.s' an important garrison town and road junction

` • Early on the 1bth the 509th had learned by some seven miles northwest of Le Muy. On D-day
radio fra m 2 Brigad e that L e M uy was as yet fi gh ting b roke out in the town between the German
untaken .

T hey th erefore decided to attack toward garrison and a substan tial
,

but inferior , force of
the to wn early in the afternoon .

Brig.
Gen .

Fred - French M aq uis , who were in danger of bein g
e rick P

.
B utler,

dep uty co mmander of VI Co rps , t rapped
.

The nearest A meri can unit was the SS l st

: turned up at the ba ttalion C P at 09 4 5 with a Parachute Infantry Battalion .
At 2 100 on D -day

reconnaissance par ty of the 4 5th D ivisia n , and after its successful aftern oo n drop the 5 5 1st had

  , agreed to assist thc assault by sending up a platoon taken o ver the position of the 2d battalion of th e
  of tanks from the beachhead

.
V I Corps had en- 5 17th near Trans en Provence abo ut halfway

countered surprisin gly light o pp osition and was hciween I ,e M uy and D raguignan.
headin g for th e Blue Line * well ahead of sched ule.

A t 1130 on D plus 1 the SSl st was instruc ted
T he 509t h's att ack

, made about noon by two to undert ake an attack on D raguigrtan , leaving a
platoons of Co mp any A , was held up by a German minimum force to hold its former positions.

A t
strongpo int so uth of Le M uy.

H owever ,
Butler's 1605 it vJas ordered to at tack at once.

T he bat-
ta nks arrived at 13 30 and their fi re broke G erman talion set o ut q uickly and marched to within a

' resistance . The paratroops climbed abo ard the mile and a half of D ragu ign an before runn ing into

,  tanks and were entering the town when they ran mac hine-gun fire fro m Germans dug in on a ser ies
' into the ad vancing patr  ls of the SSOth .

Th e tanks of wooded ridges.
After clearing the ridges the

' a nd their riders were then diver[ed southeastward 55 1st prepared to attack the town .
Under the

o n the highway to F rejus to m ake contact with the direction of F rench guides C ompany A attacked
  a dvance guard of the 36th D ivisio n. In their de- from the east while B made an assault fro m the

.
fense of D Z C and their attack o n Le M uy, the so uth .
50 9th had incur red j ust seven casualt ies .

    Re sistance was slight, and by 2300 both com-
_

A ltho ugh the capture of Le M uy was t he h igh- panies were in D raguignan . By 04 30 next mo rnin g
light of D plus 1, the airborne troops took two the captu re had been co mpleted at a total cost of
othe r impo rtant places th at d ay. At dawn elern ents one man killed an d six wounded . T he p arat roops

: of the S l 7th Regiment had attacked Les A res took 400 prisoners includ ing G eneral Bier inge r of

about fo ur and a half miles so uthwest af Le M uy LX II Corps and h is staff
. T he Germans said they

o n the road to Le Luc .
By 09 15 a patrol had en- prefer red sur render to a ret reat which would risk

r tered the town . T he G erman garrison resisted cap ture by the Maquis . A llied bombing and air -
tenacio usly and were reinforced by appro ximately bo rne operations had isolated them almo st com-

. a battalion attacking from thc southwcst . In th c pletely,
both from the beachhead a nd from

afte rnoo n they fi ltered thro ugh the thinly held lines comma nds in the rear .
G erman gasoline d umps

. of the 5 17th and seemed o n the verge of breaking taken at Le Muy and D raguignan p roved a win d-
them.

At that moment the 3d battalion o f th e fall
.

Seventh A rmy h ad underestimated its iti tial
'   S 17th arrived by fo rced marches from F ayence fuel requiremen ts, and the 50 -mile ad vance of
a ' and p ro mptly swung inta actia n.

It s intervention
A mer ican motorized un its in the next 3 o r 4 days

ga ve the regime nt a better grip o n Les A res,
b ut was made po ssihle by this captured gasoline.

A7

German pressure continued until evening. The n
Meanwh ile.

d uring D plus 1 the B ritish airbo rne
+ part of the 180 th R CT

, which h ad fought its way
troops h ad pushed fi ve or six miles north of Le
M uy and a considerable distance east of it .•

By
from the 4 5th D ivisio n be aches to V idaub an and

midnight on 16 ; l 7 A ugust t he airborne task force
   

*Ser above. p. so.
had won itself an airhead of ove r 50 square mile s.
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t H A PTER Y I

•

 .

 

 

•. Conclusion

The lessons of airbo rn e warfare in the Mediter- use should be designed to meet troop carrier re-
' rane an are lessons drawn fro m the fi rst dubious quircmcnts . Likewise , the miscarriage of the mis-

and speculative trials of a new weapon.
Before sions to Oran and to Sicily demonstrates that only

T D R A GO ON , none of the missions co uld be fi own fully q ualified personnel should be expected to
- in accordance with an established doctrine, fo r no cope with the diffi culties and dangers of an airbo rne

such doctrine e xisted. Instead they serv ed as ex- mission. It takes at least as much skill to drop
periments in which men learned the operating paratroo ps accurately by night on fi elds as it does
pro cedures used in No rmandy, at N ijmegen, and to drop bombs by day on facto ries .

FU ST IAN

at Wesel
.

It sho uld be noted that like most experi- sho wed that it sometimes requires an equal amount
ments the Mediterranean missions were on a small of nerve .
scale. Again excepting DRAGOON, no mission Unlike other personnel of an air force, troop

  carried more than a reinforced regimental combat carrier crews, even veterans in an active theater of
  team. operations, need a continuous training program.

This lack of size was dictated by lack of in eans .
Bombers generally fl y missions every week in good

  The A llies learned between 194 1 and 1944 th at weather. The troop carriers in the Mediterranean

.
large numbers of transport planes cannot be bo ught went fo r 7 , 8, and even 11 months without fl ying
"off the shelf" in wart ime and that a force of troop an airbo rne mission.

D uring these interv als in-
. carrie r pilots and navigators cannot be cre ated satiable demands for air tran spo rt held training to

o vernight.
One gro up dropped paratroops in the a minimum.

Fo r long periods no more than four
• N ovember maneuvers df 19 4 ] . Only one group or fi ve planes would be on training status, and even

was fi t to fl y paratroo ps in the airbo rne assault on they would not be working together.
Similar pres-

Oran in N o vember 1942
.

Evidently fo r at least a sures held the training pe rio d be fore a mission to

. year after the start of a war, the scale of airborn e as short a time as possible . Only a week of train-
operations cannot much exceed the scale set for ing with the airborn e troops could be worked in
them in prewar preparations. before the invasion of Italy. If untoward events

  ' T his is not to say that to avoid such a delay such as the delayed modifi cations and bad weather
large troo p carrier fo rces must be in operation on befo re T O RC H ar the co mplicated movements

. D -day .
C ivilian transports can be convert ed tv befo re A VA LA NC H E cut into the brief training

troop carriers as the C-47 was converted. Experi- period, there was no remedy. The carriers had to

- cnced navigators and pilots of multiengined aircraft fl y their mission as best they could. If bungling
can be called up from reserves or drawn from occurred, everyone was shocked by the ineH'i-+
surplus bo mber personnel and retrained for troop ciency,

but no o ne took adequate steps to ensure
.   • carrier wo rk in abo ut two months.

Both processes, proper training. ,however, require foresight and careful considera- The solution was no t to remove troop carrier

, tion.
T he failure of such makeshifts as the C-33, crews fro m air transpo rt wo rk, but to rotate them

  the B- 18
, and the British Whitley is e vidence that t y squadrons or,

in a large force,
by groups, to

any planes likely to be converted for troop carrier work with equivalent units of airborne troops. On
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Conclusion AIItBORrtE Mtss oNSIN TxE ME  rrE ut.vveAtv 1942-1945 - 113

•
mark the drop zone were unlikely to put half of mately a third as many planes per day to keep

  . their passengers within a mile of the zone. them suppli e d as had been employed to deli ver
A remedy was sought in the use of lights and of them. T'here was seldom room to bring supplies

radar devices both to mark the route and to pin- for more than a day or two m the initial mission.' point the DZ. That this remedy was not infallible If bad weather or enemy action interrupted the
, ,. was shown at Avellino and in the British drop in resupply missions, or if supplies were dropped out

southern France during which many troops were of reach
, an airborne force wvuld very quickly

dro pped far from the D Z despite excellent radar cease to be able to fi ght.
Hence the anxiety  ' aids.

Moreo ver, path6nder missions sent out to aroused by the proposed Capua mission, which
place beacons on the drop zone might themselves (except for the Rome project) was the only air-
get lost, as happened in DRAGOON, or might put borne venture more than three days march ahead
the enemy on the alert. A radar like the SCR- 7 17, of an Allied off ensive to wzn the approval of the
which was able to see in the dark, could make Allied Mediterranean commanders.; pathfi nders unnecessary ,

but in World War II the Once on the ground, airborne troo ps abruptly
SCR- 7 l ? was too crude to be relied on entirely. ceased to resemble cavalry .

Fo r most of their
•e The enigmatic pictures which it gave over land transpo rtation they had to depe nd on "Shanks'
- wo uld have baff ied Sherlock Holmes.

The Gee mare.
" T1  is was because the C-4 7 and the Waco

type of radar, which also gave pro mise of sup- could carry nothing bigger than a jeep, and very
planting the pathfi nders, was not really given a little space co uld be spared on an airborn e mission
trial in the Medite rranean. for any vehicles except those required to haul

Like cavalry   the airborn e troops lacked both howitzers .
A n A merican infantry division was

fi repower and staying power. A irbo rne divisions allotted 2
,113 vehicles including hundreds of large

had no tanks and only thirt y-six 75-mm.
ho w- trucks.

Whe n the equivalent of an airbo rne divi-itzers prior to 1945
.

N o piece larger than the 75 sion launched an assault on southern France,
it

  wo uld fi t in a C-4 7 o r a Waco glider. A standard brought with it a total of only 22 1 vehicles includ-German infantry divisio n possessed th irt y-six ing motorcycles and ammunition cart s.
The o nly' 105-mm.

howitze rs and eighteen 155-mm.
how- way airbo rne troops could make rapid fo rays fro m

.
itzers and also had more 75-mm. guns and their DZ or LZ was to fi nd and seize vehicle s on
howitzers than the A merican airbo rne . A German the spot as the British did when they com-

. panzer division,
besides having large amounts of mandeered busses at So uk-el-A rba.artillery,

had a complement of 88 Mark IV and These considerations determined the character
• 88 Mark V tanks. The former were more than a of airborne missions in the Mediterranean.

They
match for the 7 5

. The latter, with 88-mm. guns were subsidiary operations designed to t.a
ke valu-

and with armo r almost impenetrahle by the artil- able positions or to isolate enemy troops in con-
_

lery of the airborne troops, were certain to win jimction with large frontal assaults by land o r sea.against them in the open fi eld. The airborne Sometimes, as in A frica and at the Sele, they were
-

commanders were well aware that in a battle with
profi tably used t  throw troo ps into an area ahead

  a fi rst-class German division, they would be badly
of the enemy . U sually the objectives were fromoutgunned . 1\ ever in the Mediterranean did they

. risk a large-scale enco unter with the panzers, and 5 to 15 miles behind enemy lines,
far enough to

the po ssibility of such a battle played an important avoid troop co ncentratio ns , near enough fo r quick

, part in de termining the cance llation of the pro- relief of the airborne fo rce . Despite all their
posed missions to Rome and to A nzio .

limitations and misadventures the success of th e
; Until surface contact was established with missions was suf6cient to win the suppo rt of the

  ' • friendly forces, airbo rne troops fi ghting without A llied co manders for bigger and bolder airEorn e
surface lines oF communication needed approxi- venture s in northe rn Euro pe.

t  
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   _   
Resupply Delivery of supplies to an airhead.

  Se rial Fo rmation usually composed of several fl ights
and separated from other furmations in a mis-

`
sion or e xercise hy a specifi ed time interval. 

  f aratroo s.Stick Planeload o p p
 

T ug A ircraft towing a glider.I
' W aco (CG  A ) A merican 15-place glidcr carrying military loads

r ' of 3,
75U po unds.

 

.
 

_ 

.
.,
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r for Hom- WN 10E, Sl st W to AF H Q
,

7 Nov 42;  # G -113,9 . Nava l Comdr C tr TF Opn 0 -11, O rde s g
+  ing Pa rachute A irc ra ft. 14 Oct 42 ; Hq Parachu te X II AF SC to G ib (Com mandeth ) fo r p oo little ,

7

TF
.

Signa l Opns l nstr ; bo th in 520 .2 132
.

Nov 42; a ll in 650 .1623.
10 . Outline of Opcrating Plan. Oran .

T F, in 520.2 132; 19. Msg, Hq 44 G p to AF HQ, Tv'o rfo lk Housc, 7 N ov
: Hq C ir TF FO 1, Annex 5, 4 Oet 42.

in 450 .1O1C .
42, in 520.2 132. The account of the ft ight is based

  " 1 I. Mem o for CG VII[ FC fro m VIII F C A-3, subj :
on Col Bentley's report, on the h isto ry of the 60th

Co nference on Torch
, IU Oct 42; AF HQ A ir I nstr

G P, and pa rticula rly c n the sta tements by personoel

I, 23 Oct 42, and 4 ,
3 1 Oc t 42 ; all in 520.2 132;

o f the group in the Unit Hist F ile.
- ' msg, 4 140 , Eisenhower to AG WAR, 27 Oct 42, in 20. Raff

, We l unlped tc  Fight, pp . 35-36 ; Bentley. Rpt

650 .1623; Butcher . p . 156. o f Para troop Opn "T ORC H" mission.

12. Msgs, # 1860, ETO USA to WA R, 6 Scp 42 ; 2 1. Ltr, Maj W. P. Yarborough to CG AF HQ th ru

# 3084 , A FHQ to WAR ,
4 Oc t 42 ; # R 156B,

CG Ctr T F
, subj : Pa rachute Opn "TORC H ,

" 13

WA R to AF HQ
, 6 Oct 42 ; #j'•' 3312, AF HQ to Nov 42 ,

in KC RC ,
I[ Cor ps F ile 373 , Aer ial Opns

,
WAR, 8 Oct 42 ; $  R 1725, WA R to AF HQ , 8 Oct 7/ 42- 12- 4 Z.

- 42 ; R 192 1, W AR to AF HQ, 14 Oct 42 ; $k 3676 ,   2. RaK, We l ru iped ta FiJ, ht, p. 47; H ist 60th TC G p,
A FHQ to WAR, 1G Oct 42; a ll in 650 .1623.

 
1942.

r 13. Hy 12th AF O pn.
O-4, 20 Oct 42 ; (tr, CG Eastern ?3. Butche r. p . 187 ; W inston S.

Church ill, The N inge
- A ir Comd to AF HQ, su bj : F lyout of British Pa ra- n/ Futr (Cam bridge, Mass.,

1950 ) , p . 615 ; ltr, Maj

chute T roo ps, 24 Oc t 42 ; ltr, Contro ller at Hurn to Gen L. R.
Fredendall to C inC A FHQ , subj : Rpt on

CG VI II FC , 25 Oct 42 : a ll in 520.2 132; Maj Gen Opn T ORCH- CT F , 13 Nov 42,
in KCRC . II

F . A. hL Browning, Rcport on Visit to North Co rps F ile , Rpts o f Opns, 1942, TORC H
.

A frica, 19-30 Dec 42, 7 Jan 43, in 610.452. 24
. Raff , We Ju,npcd t , Fight, pp. 45-46 ; Fredenda ll,

14. H ist S i st TC W g and its Components, 1 Jun 42- Rpt on Opn TORC H , 13 Na v 42.
IS   May 43. 25. 5 tatement by Capt R. A. Davis in H ist F ile, 60th

  15. Memo for TI Corps G •3 from Maj Yarboro ugh, 15 TC G p.
See a lso s[a tements by Capt K .

P
.

H ansen

-

  24 Oct 42; Jour na l 2d Bn 503d P1R,
in KC RC , F iles and l st Lt A . D.

Taylo r.
o f 509th Pa ra Inf Bn ] ourna l 11/ 42  4 / 44 ; H ist

• 2d Bn 503d P IR, Prelude to the North African
  6• Browning. Rpt on visit to North Africa,

7 Jan 43;

Cam pa ign ; Hist 60th TC Gp, 1942 .
Genera lfe ldmarsha l A. Kesselr ing, Comments on
Ms P-OSIa , Airborne O pns, Hist D iv Eur Comd,

• 16. Ltr, CG V II[ AF SC to CG 8th AF , subj : Sta tus Proj 37, 12 Jun 50, in 577
.0

5 1-37 ,
of Special Project A ctivit ics, 1700,

29 Sep 42, 30
Sep 42 ; Hq V III AFSC , Sta tus of Airp lanes in

27
.

F redendall, Rp t on Opn TO RCH . 13 Nov 42 ; H ist

Prepara tion fo r "Torch" P roject a s a t 1630 hours,
60th TC G p 1942; Raff

, We l rr,nped to FiRht,

• November 9th,
9 N ov 43; Hq V III A FSC

,
Torch p ' S2 '

Reports, l 7 Nov 42; a ll in 520 .2 132 ; Bentley, Para - 28. H ist 60th TC G p, 1942; Hq 60th TC G p Opn
troop Force for M ission "Torch

.
" 0 - 183. 15 Nov 42; Itr, Maj M

.
E

.
Wa namaker to

,
I7. Msgs,

 $ 4023, AF HQ ( Doolittle ) to Schneider,
C O 60th TC G p, subj : Report o f Parachute T roop

Oct 42 ; # R-Z404, WAR (Schne ide r ) to Doolittle,
Missio n, 12 Mar 43 ; r o th in Hist F ile, 60th TC G p;

25 Oc t 42; .# 4452, AF HQ ( Doolitt le ) to Schnei-
fragmenta ry dra ft na rratives in KC RC , File of

- der , 3 N ov 42; # R-28 10, WAR ( Schneider ) to
509th Pa ra Bn J ourn al I /'42- 1/ 45 ; Raff

, We
  Doo little, S Nov 42 (with nota tion "Beve rly is run-

t rc  rped to Fight, p. 53 ff
.

n ing th is down." Col G . H
.

Bcvcrlcy was A-4 oE 29. Wana makcr, Rpt o f Pa rachute T roop Mission , 12

- VIII AFSC ) . All in 650.1623. Ma r 43.
18. H ist 60 th TC G p, 1942 ; 6pth TC G p S-3, Da ily 30. H ist Air Ech 641h TC G p 6-25 Nov 42; Browning.

. Opns Rpts, 30 Oct 42 ff
. (T  .e repo rts for D-day Rpt on vi. it to North Africa. 7 Jan 43; H ila ry St.

and fo r some w eeks theres f.c:   , crc actua lly com- G . Saundcrs, The R ed Beret ( London , 1950 ) , pp .
t p iled at some later da te an  _:r 

less reliable than 79-80 .
' + . the group h istory and the u::_..ments inc luded in ,, ,it . ) : sta tements from pilots aa .. ;;rewmen of 38 a ir-

3 1. Hist Air Ech 64 th 'I C G p, 6-25 Nov 4:., Browning,

craft on the T ORCH airbo : ;.;; mission ; Rpt of
Rpt on visit to North Africa , 7 Jan 43; Saundcrs.

Paratroop Opn "T ORC H " mi    ion , Col Bentley to
The tted Beret, p. 83.

' • CG 12th AF , 20 Nov 42; a ll in U nit H ist F ile ,
60th 32. H ist S l st TC W g, 1 Jun 42- IS M ay 43; Browning,

TC G p ; msgs,
# S1 WN 7E, Slst TC Wg to U S Rpt on visit to N orth Afr ica, 7 J an 43, app. B;

Contra ller a nd XII AFSC A-3.
7 N ov 42; # S1 Sa unders, The R ed Berer, pp .

92-99
.=i

li7
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43, M M ain t Sec, AF H Q, subj : Mounting o f Tri e A / B assau lt phase of the Sicilian cam pa ign , a

• . Airborne D ivision ,
in KC RC , Sth Arm y F iles 38 1 transcrip t o f rem arks made at Hq VII [ ASC , 17

"Prepa retions fo r War 1943"; ]tr, H q N AAFT CC Aug 43, in 532.452A.
to C O Si st TC W g et al., subj : Assignment of Air- 27. N AAFTCC Sicilian Rpt pp. 3-4 ; H q NAAFTCC

. drom es, 3 J un 43 ; ltr , Brig G en P.
L

.
William s to D ia ry, 7, 13 Apr 43; Hq N ATAF

,
Memo on lessons

• Maj G en Browning, subj : Assignment of Air- from Opn H USKY , 18 Sep 43, in 650 .0 1-3.
• ' dromes, 3 Jun 43; both in 626.430J; NAAFTCC

Sic ilian Rpt, pp.
24-25.

28. H q 60th T C G p, Daily Opns it pts, May 43,
in

U nit H ist F ile; H ist 5 1st TC Wg, 15 May- 17

  ,
18. Force 14 1, Opn Instr 1, 19 May 43,

in 626.430J ; Aug 43.Col D . E . W illiam s, Parlicipation of the MAAF in
the p lanning aad execut ion of Opn Husky, in A U 29. A ir M in istry , A irborn c Forr es, pp . 83, 89; H ist

Lib
.

M -17089 .
51st TC Wg l Jun 42- 15 M ay 43; A AF H ist
Studies No . 1, The G lider P ilo t Tra ining Progr am ,

l 9. Force 14 1, St.anding Opn Instr 12, Recogn ition and 194 1-1943, pp.
72-73, 83; ra in of mtg he ld a t N or-

contro l o f gunfi re aga inst a ircra ft, 9 J un 43
,

in folk House, ]0 Aug 43 to discuss future po licy re-
• 626.430J , la ting to the em ployment of airborne fo rces,

in

20. Opera tion Husky- -Conf
. on convoy escorts, etc .,

505.10-6 ; mem o from Wg Comdr W.
S

.
Bar ton ,

v held a t T'ripoli, 4 Jun 43 ; in 626.430J . subj : Pa rachu te and G lider for H USKY, in KC RC ,
  7th Army F iles, "OS1A A i B Notes."
- 2 1. I bid., Force 14 1, H USKY- Revision of Outline •

Air P lan, 4 Jun 43, in 626.430J ; T roop Car rier 3U. Hist S1st TC Wg, 1 Jun 42- ] S M ay 43; N AAFTCC

maps and over lays,
in 6 13

.
278 .

A-4 D ia ry, 23,
27 Apr 43,

in 6 11.13.

22 . Hq N AAFT CC, Opnl Pla n fo r Opn H USKY , 20 31. A AF SC / MT O Histo r ian , A ircra ft and glider a s-

J un 43; Itr , A ir Cdre R. M .
Foste r to CG sembly in M"t 0 , pp. 5 1, 58,

in 636 .84 ; d ia ries,
H q

NA AFTCC et al., subj : Rou ting of T roop Car rier
N AAFTCC, a May, 6 Jun 43, N AAF TC C A-3, S

Airc ra ft, 20 J un 43 ; ltr ,
Hq N AAFTCC to A OC ,

May 43
,

N AAFT CC A-4 ,
30 Apr,

S, 7, 15 May 43 .

,
M alta , subj : Deta iled Plans- Operation H usky, 25 32. Aircra ft and glider assembly in MT O, pp . 58 , 59

.
Jun 43, in 626.4

30J
. ,

-

  33. No rman Macmillan, Thc Roya l A ir Force in the

_
23 .

Hq N AAFTCC and N AAFT CC A-3 D ia ries , 6 World War ( London 1949 ) , II I, 220 ; Air M inistry ,

,
J u l 43 ; Msg, CO M NAV NAW to CTG 's 80 .1 et al ., A irborne Forces, p. 88 ; m sg, Gen Browning to
6 J u l 43,

in KC RC
,

F iles o f 7th A rmy G -3, "Opera- AF HQ, 3 J ul 4 3,
in 6 I2 .305; N AAFTCC A-3

tions in Junc 1943- 1u1y 1943." Diar y. 3 J ul 43
.

24 .
Brad ley. A Soldier 's Story, p. 126 ; Itr , CO 6 1st TC 34. Aircra ft and glider a ssembly in MT O, p . 49 ;

- G p to C O 52d TC Wg., subj : F inal Rpt on H USKY dia r ies, Hq NAAFl "CC, 16 Jun 43, N AAF'f CC
# 1 and # 2, 20 J u l 43, in U nit H ist F ile. A-3, 30 Jun 43 ; N AAFTCC A-4, 7 M ay 4 's .

' 25. Hq Force 545 (A ir ) , P lanning Memo 4, 23 May 33. Hist Sl st TC Wg, I S M ay- 17 Aug 43; Hq 60th TC
43; Hq Force 545,

Outline p lan fo r d iversiona ry Gp, Da ily Opns Rpts, Jun 43
.

opn F UST IAN
,

23 M ay 43,
in 626.430J ; H q

' N AAF, D iversionary a ir opns D m inus 4 to D plus
36. N AAFT CC Sicilian Rpt, pp. 9, 10 ; memo from W g

- 3, S Ju l 43.
in b55.430W .

Comdr W
.

S. Bart on, subj : Pa rachute and G lider
for H USKY, in KC RC , 7th Army Files, "OS1A

26. Ltr, Maj Gen M
.

B
.

Ridgway (C G 82d A / B Div) A / B Notes."-
  to CG Force 343. th ru CG l I CorpB, subj : F igh ter

Pro tection fo r Parachute Assault Teams, 27 May
37 . Lt Co l C. Billingslea to C / S W D , th ru CinC

43, and indorsements : ltr , Hq NATAF to CG AF HQ, Rpt of A / B Opns "H usky" and "Bigo t,"

- F orce 343. subj : F ighte r Pro tec tio n fo r Pa rachute
15 Aug 43 [here ina fter cited as Billingslea Rpt];

,
Assau lt Teams, l 3 J un 43 ; ltr ,

Brig Gen P . L .
Hist 52d TC W g, Activ-Aug 43; H ist S l st TC W g,

_
W illiams (CG N AAF TCC ) to CG Force l 4 1 et al.,

15 May- 17 Aug 43.
subj : Troop Carrie r Requirements for A ir Support 38. Hist S2d T C Wg Activ-Aug 43; Billingslea Rpt ;

,  in the In itial Stagcs of H USKY, 13 J un 43 ; H q CO 6 l st TC G p, Fina l Rpt on H USKY # 1 and

- , ,
( Rea r ) X II ASC, Air Suppo rt Fs t imate F orce 343  # 2 , 20 J u l 43; Hq 82d A !B Div, The 82d A ir-
( 20 J un 43 ) ; Hq N A AFTCC

,
Opnl p lan for Opn borne D ivision in Sic ily and Ita ly, p. 27 ,

in AU
H USKY , 20 J un 43

, a ll in 626 .43DJ ; H q WOLF , Lib. M-2747 1.
Overlay, a ir support request fo r CT SOS, 18 l un
4 3; H q [ Arm ored Corps, A/ B D iv. support re-

39 .
James M .

G avin, A irborne War/are (Wash ington,

quests , I J ul 4 3; tx th in KC RC,
fi les a f 7th A rmy

1947 ) , p . 5.
G -3, "HO-25 Air Support Rcqucsts" ; W ill iams, 40. Hq N AAFT CC D iary , 2b Jun, 5 J ul 43.
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. •

in Sicily and I taly, .
30 ; C M R

,
3 I6th 'I'C G p,

T aylo r to CG 7th Ar my for Ridgway, 11 l u l 43 ;P
  • Husky M ission No. 1,

S Aug 43; in te rview with msg, C / S 7th Army to CG 's II Corps, 45th , l st
Capt W. B. Coursen, 31 Jan 44, in H ist F ile, 36th and 3d ]nf D ivs and 2d A rmored D iv, I 1 J ul 43 ;
TC Sq. mem o, Col H .

G
.

Maddox, 7th Army G -3 to
  62 .

G avin , A irborne Warjure. pp, 9- 12 ; 82d A ! B D iv
CO M NAVNAW and X II ASC , l l Ju l 43 ; above

  in Sic ily and Ita ly, pp. 22, 24-26 , 29.
th ree items in KC RC, F iles o f 7th Ar my G -3,

' ' "Opera tions Husky-Air Support.
"

63 . G avin , A irbarne Warfare , pp . 14-15 ; 82d A J B D iv
in Sic ily and Italy , p . 11; C M R, 64 th TC G p, 10 75. N AA FT CC Sicilian Rpt, pp .

57, 84 85 ; 82d A / B

" • J ul 43; ]tr , CO 64th T C G p to CO 52d TC W g,
Div in Sicily and Ita ly, p . 19. The T roop Ca r rier

subj : Pe rsona l Rpt on M ission "Husky; ' 10 Ju l 43.
Keport states 2,008 tr oops were ca rried on the
m ission-

Gene ral W illiams gave the num ber as
64 . Gavin, A irbarne Wurf ure, p . 95. 2,304 ( Rpt, p . BS; ltr, W illiams to CinC AF HQ

,
6S. Msg, Rid gway to CG 7th Arm y, 12 Ju l 43, in 13 J ul 43 ) .  

KC RC, Files o f 7 th Army G -3. 76. H ista r ies 46th and 53d TC Sqs, Ju ly 43 ; 49th TC
; 66. $2d A i B Div in Sicily and Ita ly, pp . l 2, 24, 35.

Sq , Sicilian C amp Sum ,
29 Sep 43 ; C M R, 3 16 th

67. Brad le •, A Sa ldier's Sto
TC G p, H usky M ission   2, 5 Aug 43 ,

in Unit
y ry , p. 127 ; NAAFT CC H ist F ilc .

So me report s give times an hour later
  ; Sicilian Rpt, p. 104 ; 82d A / B Div in Sicily and

. Ita l 18; in terview with Gen Dunn , 14 Oct
than the rest. These have been adjusted to conform

y p- to the gene ral pattem .43; Pz ldmarsha l Kesse lring, Comments on MS
  ,t P -OS1A, A! B Opns, in 577.05 1-37 .

77. H ist 59th TC Sq ,
Ju l 43.

68. Ltr , R id gway to C inC A llied Forces (th ru CG 7th 78. N AAFT CC Sicilian Rpt, pp. 84 , 87 ; 82d A / B D iv
Arm y ). subj : Ana lysis o f Methods of Employment in Sicily and Ita ly, p. 7 ; in terview with Capt W .

B
.

of 82d Air borne D ivision, N ORT HW EST AF RI- Coursen, 3 1 Jan 44 ; Itr, Co 48th T C Sq to CO
CA N T H EAT ER, Summ er of 1943, 26 J ul 43, in 313th TC G p, Rpt on Second M ission- Husky
KC RC , 7th Army F iles 373 "Pa rach irt e Air Sup- Opera tio n, 12 J ul 43, in Unit H ist F ile .,
port 1943.

" 79. N AAFT CC Sicilian Rpt, p. 85; lV, Williams to 
69 . NA AFTCC 5ic ilian Rpt., p. 108 ; Billingslea Rpt.; CinC AFHQ

, subj : Operation H USKY (Subsc-
Air borne Forces, Jo int memo by the Gen and Air quent M issions . . . ) , 13 J ul 43; C MR's, 316th TC

' Sta ff
. W ar Ca binet, C hiefs o f Staff Cammittee.

20 G p, H usky M ission #f 2, S Aug 43; 59th TC Sq, 12
Sep t .4

3,
in SOS

.06-1. J ul 43 ; H ist 53d TC Sq,
Ju l 43

.
  70 . Brad ley, A 5n ldier's Story , pp. 13 1-32 ; NA .4 FT CC 80. C M R's, 14th , 15th , 48th , 53d

, and 59th TC Sqs,Sicilian Rpt, pp.
SS-62; ltr, Ridgway (address not 12 J ul 43, in Unit H ist F iles. 

sta te  l , subj : Reported Loss of T ransport Planes
and Pcrsonnel due to F riendly F ire, 2 Aug 43, in

8 1. Brad ley , A Soldier's Story , p. 134 ; N AAF TCC

' Hist F ile 6 1st TC G p; ltr,
Gen W illiams (CG Sicilian Rpt, p. 84 ; 82d Al B Div in Sic ily and Italy,

. N AAFT CC ) to CinC A FH Q thru C G N AA F ,
P• ? : H ist 47th TC Sq , Jul 43; Itr, CO 48th TC Sq

subj : Opera tio n H USKY (Subscquen t M issions, 52d to CO 313th TC G p. Rpt on Second M ission-
- Troop C arrier W ing and Amer ican 82d Airborn e Husky Operation, 12 Ju l 43; msg, Moorm an to CG

  Divisiun ) , 13 J ul 43, in 650
.
0 1-3, v. 3.

7th Ar my, 2345 hours, 11 ] u143
,

in KC RC
.

F iles o f
7th A rmy G -3, "Opera tions H usky- Air 5upport.

"
7 1.

Msg, Co l R
.

E.
C   m mings,

DC l S, Force 343 to
f CG 's I 1 Co rps. ]st Inf Div, 45th In f D iv, 3d I nf 82• C M R's 14th , I Sth , and 59th TC Sqs, 12 l u l 43 ;

Div, 2d .4 rmored Div, U .S. Navy aboa rd U. S. S.
Hist 53d TC Sq,

J ul 43.
M onrov ia , 7 J ul 43 ; msg, Hq 7th Arm y, sgd Maj g3. 82d A !B Div in Sicily and Italy, pp. ? , 8 ; H ist

' A. A
.

L indyuist to Gen Lemnit  e r, 14 J ul 43; bo th 53d T C Sq, J u l 43; narra tive of F O J . G . Paeassi,in KC RC
. 7 th Ar my Files 373, "Parachute Air in H ist F ile, 151h TC Sq.

-
Support 1943." 84 . Rpt of F irst Air D et (T ype I ) Prov, H usky Opera -72_
W illiam s.

The a irborne assau lt phase of the Sic ilia n tion ,
3 Aug 43,

in A U L ib
,

M-3498 1-5 ; CM R, l 4th
  cam pa ip.n , 1? Aug 43,

in 532 .452A ., TC Sq, 12 Jul 43.    73. N AAFT CC Sic ilian Rpt, p.
57 ; ]t r, William s to g5. The Siciliun Ca npaign , P ub Br , Off ice of N ava l

C inC AF H Q, subj : Operation H USKY ( Subsequent [ntel. U .S. N avy, Wash ington , 1945 , p . 38 ; Action
M issions . . . ) . 13 J ul 43; H isto r ies 14th and 53d Rpt, Wester n Na va l T F, pp. 9, 88, 114 ; AFH Q Tng

  T C Sqs,
J ul 43. Memo 43, c ited in 142.OZ1-l 3; Hq, AEAF A ir

74. Brad ley, A Soldier 's Stary , pp . 13 1, 133; 82d A / B Signals Report on O peration N EPT UN E Planning

.
D iv in Sicily and l taly , pp . 7 , 19; msg, 186 R AD

, and Assau lt Phase,
J ul 44 ,

in 505
.2

9-32.+i
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. 
10 A ug 43, to d iscuss futu re policy retating to the pany map showing aircraft under fi

.t e from naval

>  { em ployment of A l B forces. ves sels during F UST[AN M ission ,
" 20 J ul 43,

in

108 . W illia ms, 1' he a ir born e assau lt phase of the Sic i-
6 11.302. See a lso sm aller version of above m ap in

lian cam paign, 17 A ug 43; interview with G en .
6 12.452 1.

' Dunn, 14 Oct 43. 117.
N AAFTCC Sicilian Rpt, p . 94 ; N AAFTCC A-4

r ' 109. Sum of glide r rpts o n Operation "LAD BROKE."
D iary, 27-28 J u l, 1 Aug 43 ; ltr, S l st T C Wg A-2

T he m ap o f glider land ings in 602.302 is identica l to CG Sl st TC Wg, subj : Amendment to Roport

with tha t in th e NAA FT CC Rpt and not ve ry re-
o f "F ustian" Mission, 23 J u l 43, in 6 11.302; ltr ,

  ' lia ble . Two very helpfu l and generally accura te
60th TC G p Engr to CO 60th TC G p, subj : Report

maps, which do no t, however, agree entire ly with of Air craft and G liders Dama ged and Lost, 9 Aug

the above summary , a re to be found in 6 12
.
452 1.

43; ltr , 60th TC G p S-2 to CO 60th TC G p, subj :
Conso lidated l nter rogation Report on Fustian M is-

I 10. Be rnard L. Montgamery, Eighrh A rm y , EI A larn ein sion. 13- 14 1u1, 4 Aug 43,
bo th in U nit Hist F ile ;

to the R iver Sangro (New York
, 1949 ) pp . 119-20 ; ltr, 62d TC G p S-2 to CO Sl st TC Wg, subj :

, A irborne Forces, l o int Memo by the G ene ra l and Histo rica l Record . . . Re : Report After Actio n
' A ir Staff

,
War Cabinet, Ch iefs o f Sta ff Comm ittee , Aga inst Enemy- Fustian Mission, 24 Aug 43

,
in

20 Sep 43
. Unit H ist F ile.

  ' I I I.
Saunde rs, The R ed Beret, p . 126 ; 60th TC Gp S-2 118.

Sta tem ent,
Sgt Allcn ,

1 Pa ra Br igade to Sl st T C
- and 62d TC G p S-2 Jou rna ls, ] 0-11 J ul 43

,
bo th ia W g A-2, 8 Aug 43; ltr , Ist Lt P . B. G reenough

Unit H ist F ile ; N AA FT C C A -3 D iary , ]0 Ju l 43.
to Col W . T. G ard iner, 9 Aug 43, bo th in 611.302.

112. Montgomery , Eigh th A rmy , pp. 122-23; 60th TC 119. Saunders, Tire R ed Beret, p. 136 (The statement
( i p S-2 and 62d T C G p S-2 ] ourna ls (th is se ts th e by Saunders that one st ick was dropped in Ita ly
fi rst take-o ff a l ] 920 ) , 12- 13 ] ul 43 ,

in Unit H ist seems erroneo us, since the map c ited below notes
File.

tha t the on ly m issing stick was la ter found nea r
Belpasso in the Etna a rea ) . See a lso Itr , S l st T C

113. N AAFTCC Sicilian Rpt, p .
9 1; ttr, Sl st T C W g Wg A-2 to CG Sl st TC Wg, subj : Report of  A-2 to CG Sl st TC Wg, subj : Report o f "F ustian" "Fustian Mission, 20 J ul 43, and Supp lement, 23  Missian , 20 Ju l 43; 1 Par achu te Brigade Opn J ul, in 6 11.302; Prelim ina ry Rpt on Success of

"F UST IAN " Sum of Personnel and Containe rs (un- D rop On Operation "F UST IAN"- 1 Pa rachu te
• dated ) , bo th in 6 11.302. Brigade; map "62d G roup F UST IAN Mission ," in

l 14 . NA AFTCC 5icilian Rpt, pp .
9 1-93 ; ltr , 62d TC H ist F ile 62d TC G p.- Gp S-2 to CG Sl st T C Wg, subj : Report o f 120.

Montgomery , Eighth A rmy , p . 123 ; Saunders, The
Fustian Mission, 13 J ul 14 Ju l 43; Itr, 60th TC G p Red Beret, pp. 130-37 ; A irborn e Forces, J o in t  

  S-2 to CG 5 1st TC Wg, subj : Consolidated Inte rro - Memo by the G enera l and A ir Sta ff , War Ca binet,ga tion Reports on "F ustian" Mission, 20 1u1 43 ; Chiefs o f Staff Comm ittee, 20 Sep 43 ; Itr, 60th
- Icr .

OC 38 Wg Det to OC St st Wg, subj : Interro - TC G p Asst S-2 to a ll Sq S-2's, subj : F USTI AN
ga tion Report s, 2 1 Ju l 43 ( repor ts a ttached ) ; 1tr , MISSION, 26 1u l 43, in 6 11.302 ; H ist, 7th TC Sq,Sl st TC Wg A -2 to C G Sl st TC Wg, subj : Rcport J ul 43

.- o f "F ust ian" M ission , 20 l ul 43; ltr, Sl st T C Wg
' A-2 to CG 5 (st T C Wg, subj : Deta ils Supp lemen•

12 1• Ltr, 51st TC Wg A-2 to C(  S1st TC W g, subj :
ta ry to Report o f "Fustian" Mission, pa r. 19

, 20 Report o f "F ustian" M ission, 20 J ul 43.

. J ul 43; ltr, 5 1st TC W g A-2 to CG Sl st TC W g, 122, M in of mtg held at N orfolk H ouse. ]0 Aug 43, to
 / subj : Co nso lida ted Inter rogation Report o f "Fus- d iscuss fu tu re po licy relating to the em ploym ent

tian" mission concern ing 38th W g, R AF , 23 of airt o rn e fo rc es.
_

Ju l 43 ; Pre liminary rp t on success of d rop on O p-
e ra tian "F USTIAN "- 1 Parachu te Brigade (un-

123. Ltr , G en Spaatz, CG NA AF, to Gen Arno ld , 14
da ted ) ; above items in 6 11.302 ( seven items ) .

1u1 43
.

in Opns Ltrs F ile, Hist Div.
• These documents conta in the basic m ate rial on 124

.
Edward 1. F lanagan, J r ., The A ngelc, A His tory

FUST IAN , and have been used th roughou t the o/ the l / r/r A irborne Diviaion (Wash ington , 1948 ) ,' accoun t o f the opera tion . p . 11; G reenfi e ld, Pa lmer, and Wi1ey, The Or-  V 115. Ltr , C / S Sl sl TC W g, to CG N AAFT CC , subj : 8anizntrnn oj Grorrnd Combat Troops, pp . 345-46 ;
Report o f "F ustian" Mission , ] 4 J u l 43, in 6 12.452 1;

interv icw with G en D unn , 14 Oct 43 .
ltr , S lst TC W g A-2 to CG Sl st T C W g, subj :

• Repor t o f "Fustian" M ission, 20 l ul 43.
CHAP7ER IV

116. Ma p showing position of planes fired upon or shot 1. Ltr , A FHQ to CG Sth Army, subj : Ope ra tions o n
down in F UST IAN and "Reference list to accom - the Italian Mainland , 27 J ul 4 3; msg W 6952/ 9620 ,•i

123
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-s
two reinfo rced ba tta lions. M oreover, two squad- TCC A -2 Diary, 8- 12 Oct 43 ; XII TCC A-3 Uia ry,  rons spec ify tha t with 22 or 23 p lanes they carr ied 9 Oc t 43, in 6 13.305.
362 troops, and the three pa th fi nder p lanes ira ns-
ported 50 pa rachutists as we ll a s the ir spccia l equ ip-

40. Msg W 332S/ 1806 N AF 486, Eisenhower to

. A G WAR, 25 Oct 43 (WUH RB M icrofi lm reel
m ent. ( Histo r ies 53d and 59th TC Sqs, Sep 43 ;

  T CC Rpt, p. 97. ) Thus G enera l D unn 's figure of
369-F ) ; m sg,

Hollis to Jaco b
, subj : Record o f

  1,300 appea rs approxima tely correct.
Conference Held 25 Dee 43 , in F ROZEN CABLES
W DSS ( both transc ripts by Mr . F innev .

USAF
30. X II TCC Rpt o f Ita lian Invasion , p . 78. H ist D iv )

.  ' 3 1. X II T CC Rpt of Italian Invasion , pp.
79-81, 98 ; 4 1. Church ill, Clnsing rhe R ing , pp . 440

, 443
, 443;

82d A l 6 D iv in Sieily and Ita ly, pp. 87, 90 ; N AAF Wilson, L•ight Years O verseas, p . 190 ; Sth A rmy
Rpt on the pa ra troop opns of the NATC C and H ist, IV , 9 ; 82d A/ B Div in Sieily and Ita ly, p . 82 ;
the 82d A i B Div, 24 Oct 43 ; Histo ries 313th , 314th , Hq X I[ TCC D ia ry, 2 Jan 44 ; Hq N AT A F, Opnl
a nd 3 16th TC G ps, Sep 43 ; H isto ries 44th and Direc fo r Operatio n "SH Iir'G LE" N o. 1 to CG Air
45th TC Sqs, Sep 43; C M R's, 3 13th, 3 14th, and Supt Comd , 30 Dec 43, in 622.430C .: 316th TC Gps, ]5 Scp 43, in 6l 3•308;   IR's 15th
and 59th TC Sqs, 15 Sep 44, in Unit Hist F iles.

42
•

Sth Arm y Nist,
IV, 19; no tcs on a conference on

z 32. X II TCC R pt of Ita lian Invasion , pp.
64 ,

72, 73 ;
"SH ING L E" held at X II Air Supt Comd Hq on 3

- N AA F Rpt on the pa ratroop opns of the N ATCC
Jan 44, pho tosia t in 12th AF F iles 282-29 ; msg
EA 77J CG X II ASC to CG M AT AF , 14 J an 44,and the SZd ,4 / B D iv, 24 Oct 43 ; Hist 64th TC
photosta t in 12th A F F iles 282-29 ( bo th transcr ipts

G p , Sep 43; Hq 5 1st TC Wg FO I6. 13 Sep 43, in by M r.
F inney. USA F Hist D iv ) ; Hq 52d TC W g,Unit Hist F ile . Overlay fo r Opn SH ING LE. I 1 Jan 44 , in 6 13 .278 ;

33. X1I TCC Rpt of ltalian ]nvasion, pp. 74-75 ; N AAF Hq 52d Wg FO for SU N ASSA UL"I-, I S Jan 44 , in
Rpt on the pa ra troop operations of the N ATCC Unit H ist F ile .
and the 62d A ! B D iv,

24 Oct 43 ; intcrv iew with 43 . Histo ries 6 1st a nd 3 16th TC G ps, J an 44 ; Hq 52d
G en Dunn, 14 Oc t 43 ; H ist 64th T C G p, Sep 4 3; TC Wg Fn for SU N ASSAULT

, 15 ] an 44 ; Hq  H isto ries 16th, 17th , and 35th T C Sqs. Sep 43;

_
  l ournals, 1Gth . 17th. and 35th TC Sq S-2's, 14 Sep

Xl l TCC D ia ry , 19 , 20 l an 44.
43; in Unit H ist F iles; C N R, A va lanche Mission,

44. 82d A / B Div in Sic ily and lta ly, p. 83 ; ltr. Maj

. S lst TC Wg, 15 Sep 43,
in Unit H ist F ile; L t Col Gen E. J . H ouse to De;an , 14 Sep 44

,
in AAG

Ya rborouFh
,

The pa rachute attack directed aga inst F iles 38 1-H from transcr ipt by Mr .
F inney, USAF

. A ve llino, Ita ly, th e night o f 14115 5ep 43 (Oct 43) ,
H ist Div.

M ATA F seems to have known on the
in KCRC , 509th Pa ra Hn F iles "Journa l I / 42- 19th tha t SUN ASSAULT would not take p lace
1/ 45." ( Hq M ATAF , Opn "SH IN GLE" Opn Instr 1, 19

34. N AAF Rpt on the pa rat roop opns of the N ATCC Jan 44 , in 622.430C }.

, and the 82d Uiv 24 Oct 43 ; Yar borough , T he 45. Sth Army H ist, IV, 22.
pa rachu te a ttack d irected a ga inst Avcllino ; Account

` o f Lt Justen T . McCarthy, in KC RC, 509th Pa ra
4G. Hist 316th TC G p, Jan 44 ; 82d A/ B D iv in Sic ily

_
Bn F iles "Journ a l 1/ 42- 1/ 45" and Ita ly, p . 83.

• 35. Maj P . D. Mu lcahy, AF HQ Obscrvcr, F inal R pt on 47. -Hq MAT AF , Opns Bk, 26 Apr 44 , in G26.302;
the A va lanche A ! B d rop ( 1943) , in SOS.90-8 .

S ist TC Wg Camp Sum. 1 J an- 30 J un 44 ; A ir
Ech G2d T C G p, Prelim ina ry Survcy, Para troop

-  
3G. M in of mtg a t Hq M AAF to d iscuss a ir transport Opn, 2 1 May 44 , in 650 .452 1A ; Hq 509th Pa ra

situation in Mediterranean area, 2 Feb 44 ,
in An,

Outline Plan Pa rachute Phase , Sth Ar my Opn622 .0 1. "LEDG ER," 29 A pr 44 ; memo for Cla rk from
- 37. Fe ldmarsha l Kesselring. Comments on M5 Brig Gen D

.
W . Brann, Sth Army G -3, subj : Para-# P-  l a, A / B Opns,

in 577A5 l -37. chute Batta lion dro p vicinity T E RRAC IN A, 4 May

. 38. A irborne Fnrces , p .
98 ; Church ill

, C losing the 44 ; Hq Sth Arm y, Opn Instr l 9, 20, 2 1, 18, l 9, 22
R ing, pp. 206- 17, 222, 335, 4 11; Eisenhower, C ru- May 44; Hq SD9th Pa ra Bn F O 3, 2 I Ma y 44 and

• sade in Europe, p. 19 1; Henry M . W ilson, Eight Amdm t l , 22 May 44, a ll but fi rst th ree item s in
' + . Years Overseas. 1939-1947 (London , 1948 ) , pp . KC RC , 509th Pa ra Bn F iles "Opera tions 5/ 44."173-78 ; Hq RAF M E, RAF Mediterranean Rev i#S

48 . H ist S lst T C Wg, J un 44 ; H ist 62d TC Gp l un 44 ;( Oct .-Dec. 1943) , pp . 76, 80 , 82, 88 ; Hq M AG
Hq M AT AF, Opns Bk, l S l un 44 ; H q Sth Army,Air P lans, RAF Opns Record Bk

,
in 6 12.305; H q  X i I TCC Dia ry , 1 Oct 43.

Opn Instr 28, 6 Jun 44 in 650 .452 1A.
39. Sth Arm y H ist, ] I, 12, l 3; H ist S2d T( ' Wg, Oc t- 49 .

Hist 62d T C G p, May and J un 44 ; Hq M AT AF ,
- Dec 43; H q X II T CC Dia ry , 7- 11 Oct 43; X1I Opns Hk, 1-3 J un 44 ; Si st T C W g Camp Sum ,
_
i 
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. ,
W illiams, 2 Feb 44 ,

in 622.0 1; m in of mtg a t Hq 1un 44 , in 626.30 1; SAC (44 ) SAC M ED con-
MAAF to d iscuss a ir transport situa tion in Medi- ferences,

57th Mtg,
26 J un 44 .

  ' terranean a rea , 2 Feb 44 ,
in 622A 1; Hist S1st TC 19.

Msg M EDCOS 13 1, AF H Q to Air Min fo r Brit , 
; Wg,

Mar 44 ; Hq )vi A AF,
Outlin e Air Plan fa r Chicfs o f Staff, sgd Wilso n, 24 J un 44.Opn "ANV1L" ( lntcrim), 1 Mar 44.+ 20.

Msg, SC AEF 53,
SHAEF to AG WA R for CC5 a

• B. Hy 7lh A rmy, 7th Army Kpt of Opns F rance and
sgd Eisenhower,

23 J un 44 ; msg IE 787 CS
,

N or-  
  G crmany, 1944-4 5, l , 8 , 10 . stad to Eaker sgd Spaa tz , 27 J un 44 ; msg I E 79 1

9 . SAC M ED Rpt on S.
France ; SAC (44) Min of CS, Norstad ta Eaker sgd Spaa tz, 27 J un 44 ; bo th 

,
Suprem e A llicd Commander's Co nferences, 3Sth ,

in 632.430F ; Itr,
CG S lst T C Wg to C G MA AF,

  36 th , 38th , 42d , 43d , 44 th Mtgs, 2 1, 24, 29 Apr, subj : Personnc l and Equipment fo r Incoming
9. 12. IS May 44, in Arch ives, USAF H ist D iv.

Units, 5 ] ul 44, in 626 .30 1; Itr, C G 9th .A
F to C G

!0 .
SAC M ED Rpt on S. France .

IX TCC , subj : T roop Carr ie r Pa rticipa tion i 
Opn " Anvil," 8 Jul 44,

in 505.61-1; ]tr,
Hq

11. SAC ( 44 ) SAC M ED conferences, SOth , 53d , 54th USSTA F to CG 9th AF, thru 1Vi aj G en H . S.
  t tgs. 9, 16 , 17 l un 44 ; Spec ia l Mtg, 19 J un 44 ,

Vandenbe rg, DC AEF A ir Hq , subj : T roo p Car r ie r
  in Archives, USAF H ist Div.

Pa rticipat ion in Opera tinn AN V[L. I 1 ] u l 44 ,
in

12. SAC M ED Rpt on S. F rance ; Hq M AT AF , Opns
Arch ivcs. USAF H ist Div; Itr, Hq SH AEF to CG

  Bk, 19 J un 44 ; Itr, Ea ke r to Arn o ld ( ersonal
USSTAF , subj : Assistance to Opera tion "ANV 1L,"p 13 Jul 44, in 6'_2.430H.- fo rma t ) . 26 l un 44, in n pn Ltrs F ile, H ist Div. 2 1. T wo m emos for MI PS fro m Col J

. 5.
G uth rie.

13 .
SAC (44 ) SAC M F D conferences,

56th Mtg. 23 Force 1G3 G -3, 22 J un 44 ; AF HQ MJ PS, P- 179
Jun 44 ; msg SC AEF 53,

SHA EF to AG WAR for Orgn of A ! B Forces for A NVIL ( Ist d raft ) "
CCS sgd Eisenhower , 23 Jun 44 ; msg DAF 686 , J un. ( 2d dra ft ) 23 J un , I F ina l ) 25 J un 44 ; all in
Pankhun t to AM Slesso r. 23 ] un 44 ; ho th messa ges KC RC . 7th Army F iles "0 -5 1, A / B O pns for
in 622.430 H. 'ANVIL" ' ; Hq F orce 163, "AN V1L" Uut line Plan

14 . SAC M ED Rpt on S
.

F rance ; Butcher, M y Tltrer  Centa tive , 26 J un 44 ; Hq Force 1F3, "ANV IL"

' Years ti, i1h F.iserrho ti er , p . 60 1; SAC (44) Outline Plan Tenta tive,
5 J u l 44 ; bo th in KC RC ,

  SAC MED conferences, 59 th Mtg, 30 l un 44 ; msg 7th Army Files "Outline Plans 'AN VIL' Tenta tive .

  FX 640 16 , M EDC OS 13 1, AF HQ to A ir M in fo r J un , J ul 44."

, Brit Ch iefs o f Staff
, sgd Wilson , 24 Jun 44 ,

in 2   . Hq M AT AF, t  tttline Plan- Opn " ANV[L," ] ul
632 .43(lF ; msg 3477, C USM EU 13y, CCS to Wil- 44 ,

in 622.4
30G .

son, 2 Ju) 44,
in 622.430H .  23. Mcmo for CinC M ed, A ir CinC M ed f rom A FHQ,

IS. Hq 7th Army, "ANV IL" Outline Plan , 13 J ul -44, subj : P lan Anvil  opy of Lettcr to Commanding
in KC RC

.
71h A rmy F iles, "Scventh Army Outlinc G enera l. Fa rce 163, 2 l ul 44.

in 622.430 H: 7th
Plan "Anvil." Arm y Rpt of Opns Francc a nd G er many,

I, 46.
  I6 .

Hq Force 1b3. Dr  ft T enta tive Outline Plan 24. SAC ( 44) SAC M ED Co nferences, 56th M gt, 23

• "ANV IL" Extract, 25 Mar 44, in 626.30 1; Hq J un 44 ; M nj P . D . M ulcahy. US A / B Adviser,
h1AAF , Outline Air Plan fo r Opn AN V IL ( ,4 AF 1 Apprecialion of a dawn dm p in A nvil, 27 J un 44,

,
P . I, 6th Dra ft ) , in 622.430H ; Proposed Plan fo r in KCRC , 7th A rmy F iles "0 -5 1"; Lt Col Phe lps.
Presen tation of "AN VIL" to SAC ( 22 Apr 44 ) ; Brit A I B Adviser , Apprecia tion of an H-hour a ir-

_
Dra ft Presenta tion o C163 Outline Plan. 24 Apr 44 ; borne land ing to suppo rt Anvil, ?7 J un 44 : memo

- both in KCRC , 7 th A rmy F iles, "Outl inc Plans fo r C / S Force 163 from Col J . S ,
G uthrie Force

  / AN VIL ) T enta tive. J une , J uly 1944 ." H q 163 G -3, 27 Jun 44, both in KC RC , 7th Ar my
MAT'AF , Opns Bk, Mar 44, pa. sim. F iles "G -33 Opns. Fo lder 33'; Conf of Allied Air

' 17. Ltr ,
Lt Col l

.
G

. Ber ry. Force 163 to AF HQ G -3
Comdrs a t Caser ta . 10 J u l 44 : Hq hfA AF . Outline

P lans, subj : AN VIL Plan. 13 J un 44 ; Hq Force
Air P lan fo r   pn " AN VIL" ( Fina l ) . 12 l u l 44,

. 163, Tenta tive Army Outline Plan Opn " ANV IL,"
hoth in 622.430H .

13 J ur  44 ; bo th in KC RC
,

7th Ar my F iles "Out- 25 , SAC (44 ) SAC M ED Conferences, 65th Mtg. 1?

.+
line Plans 'AN V IL' T cnta tive J une, Ju ly 1944"; Hq Jul 44 ; Hq 7th Army.

Offi ce of G -3.
Tenta tive

. _ Force 163, T entative "ANV IL" Alterna te Outline Outline Plan fo r Opn "AN VIL" A ! B Phase,
Alan " .A," 9 J un 44, in KCRC, 7th Army F iles (n .d . ) , in KC RC, 7 th Arm y Files "0 -5 1" ; Hq 7th
'AN VIL' O pn .

" Arm y, "AN V1L" Outline Plan . 13 l u l 44 .
in KC RC

.

+ 18.
Hq MAT AF

,
Opm Bk

, 2 1 1un 44 : msg DAF 686,
7th Army F iles "Sevcn th Ar my Outline Plan

Pankhurst to AM Slcssor , 23 1un 44 ; MJ PS, P / 179 'AN VIL" '.
  2d D raft ) Org of A I B F orces for AN VIL, 23 26 . SAC ( 44 ) SAC I\1ED Co nfe rences.

65th , 66th . 68th .

f
•
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in 656 ; m sg M X 2516Q MAAF to All F lying Division , 3 l ul 44 ; last two in KCRC
, 7th Arm y

  Units MAAF, 19 J ul 44 ,
in 650

.1622
.

F iles, -"O-Sl A / B Opera tions for 'A NV1L': '

47. H q !st A / B T F , 5um of our Opns 1S J ul- 3 1 A ug 57
.

AFH Q
,

Rpt on A / B Opns in DRA GOON
,

25 Oct
44, 1 Oct 44 ; AF HQ

, Rpt on A / B Opns in 44 ; H q Ist A l B TF , Suitt o f our Opns l S Ju l- 3 1
• D RAG OON , 2S Oct 44 ,

in 632
.4

30H
.

Aug 44 , 1 Oct 44 ; tnemo for CG Force l 63 from

1 48. P / l 79 ( ?d dra ft ) Orgn of A / B forces for AN VIL,
Maj M ulcahy, atchd H y 5 A / B D iv (Plans ) , subj :
D iscussion of A irbo rne Requirements fo r ANVIL,23 J ul 44 ; mgs )\4X 25 108, Ea ke r to CG AAF SC I 26 M ar 44, in KC RC , 7th A rmy F iles, "O-S1

MTO , CG M AT S, 18 J ul 44 ; MX 25998 , Eake r A / B Operatio ns fo r 'ANVIL'
.
"

• • to CG AA FSC / MTO er al
.,

26 J ul 44 ; M X 26700,
M AA F to CG AAFSC / 1'1T0

,
CG MAT S, 1 Aug SR. AFHQ

, Rpt on A/ B Opns in D RAGOON , 25

44 ; above th ree in 65U.1b22.
Oct 44 ; H q l st A / B TF , Sum of our Opns 15
J u l- 3 1 Aug 44, 1 Oct 44 ; 7th Arm y Prt of O pns

49 . Hq A AFSC / A'IT O, A ircra ft and glider assem bly France and G ermany,
I
, 86 .in MTU, pp. 9 1-94, 97-49 , in 636.84 . S9.

Ltr, Co l B Evans. CO Ist A / B T F to CG 7th Army,
_ S0 . H ist 53d TC Wg Advon , 18 l u l- 24 Aug 44; Hist subj : Recommendation on Organ iza tion of Air -

438th TC G p, Aug 44; H ist G lide r Det 62d TC born e Units, 19 Sep 44 , in KC RC, 7th A rmy F iles,G p, .Aug 44 ; Hq PT C AD , Tn g Memo 1, 24 J ul "370 .2 Beach Opera tions 1944 .
"

`
• 44, in Archives, USA F Hist Div.

_
60.

Histo ries SOth TC Wg Advon and S lst TC Wg.
5 1. Memo for CG 5 1st TC Wg from Sl st TC Wg A -3, Aug 44 ; H ist 53d TC Wg Advon, 18 J ul- 24 Aug

subj : D istribu tion of Airplanes as of 0600 hours, 44 ; H ist 439th TC Gp, Jun-.4 ug 44 ; H isto ries
20 Feb 44, 20 Feb 44 , in KC RC, F iles of 7th 43tith , 438th, 440 th -442d TC Gps, Aug 44 ; ltr ,
Ar my G-3 Sec. "Air Support Opm. 'AN YIL' 12 / 43 Hq PTCA D to W g and Path finder Comdrs, subj :
to 7 / 44"; Itr, Br ig Gen Pr itchard , ( :G 2 Inf Para Briefi ng, 5 Aug 44; msg, A -29? I: C , PTCAD to
Brigade G p to Brig Gen Beve rley,

C G Sl st T C W g, Wgs and Pa th fi nder Unit, sgd Williams, 1 I Aug
subj : Airborne Opns Pa th fi ndc r T ra ining ( undated

, 44 ,
bo th  in SOth T C W g H ist F ile.

  unsignsd ), in 626.30 1; Hist 435th TC G p, Jul 44 . 6 1. Ltr.
Hq 7th Army to Brig Gen F rederick

, CG l st

_
  52 . Hist SOth TC Wg Advon, Ju l, Aug 44 ; H ist 53d A / B T F, subj : P lann ing for Futu re Opera tions, 6

. TC Wg Advon , 18 l ul-24 Aug 44 ; H ist 439th TC Aug 44 ,
in KC RC, 7th A rmy Files "370.2 Beach

. G p, Jun-Aug 44; H isto r ies 44 1st and 442d T C Opera tions 1944" ; Diary, Eaker ,
CG M AAF, 13,G ps, 1u1, Aug 44 ; Histo ries, 62d , 435th , .4

36th TC 14 J ul 44, in 622.430H .
. G ps, Aug d4 . 62. }i q PTCAD FO 1, 7 Aug 44 ; li q bfAAF,

5 ignals
53

. Hist SOth TC Wg, Aug 44; ltr, Hq PT CAD to Rpt on O pn " DRAGOON ," Dec 44 ,
in 6SO.I OIB;

CO's 54 th . S l st, 53d TC W  and PTC AD Path- Hq AEAF , Air Signa ls Rpt o n Opn "N EPT UN E"
finder Unit, subj ; T roop Ca rr ie r Pa rticipation in Planning and ,Assault Phase ,

Sec . VI, J ul 44 , in
. Exercise PR EFAC E, 2 Aug 44; Hq PTCAD , 505.29-32.Nar ra tive Rpt of N aviga tiona l A ids Used in 63

.
7th A rmy Rpt o f Opns F rancc and G erm any, l ,  PTCAD Exercise Preface . 8 Aug 44 ; bo th in 104 ; Hq MAAF , Signa ls Rpt on Upn "D RA-- ti   6.30 1.

 
G OON ." Dec 44 : Rpt o f N ava l Comdr. Wesler n

S4 . Hy M AT AF , Rpt on Opn D RAG OO N . T F, Invasion of southc rn F rancc , 1S N ov 44,
in KCRC, 7th A rmy Filet . " Invasion of south-

-
SS. AF HQ, Rpt on A / B O pns in D RAG OON , 25

e rn F rance, Rpt o f N aval Cumdr, WTF " ; H q  Oct 44 ; Hq Ist Ai 6 TF , Sum of a ur Upns, 15 Ju l- bf AT AF , Opn Instr 8, A I B D iversion in support3 1 Aug 44 , 1 Oct 44 ; P / 179 ( 2d dra ft ) Orgn of
of Opn "D ragoon," B Aug  34, in 622.430H ; M aj

A ; B fo rces fo r AN VIL, 23 l un 44 ; memu fo r V. R. C'h ils  n ,
CO 334th Q14 Depot Supply CoAFHQ G -3 (Urgn ) from Maj P . D . Mulcahy, Rpt on .A/ B Dive rsio n in suppo rt of OpnU

.
S. A / A Adviser , subj : Anvil Air borne Sta ff

, 23  •p RAG OON," in 62ti .430H .. J un 44, in KC RC
, 7th .Arm y F iles "O -51A A / B

Notes Feb-l ul 44"; H q l st A 1B T F G O l , 2 1 Ju l ba . Zd Lts J .  1' . Wedd le, R. L. Emmons, and R. B.
• 44 , in KC RC 509th Pa ra Bn F iles "7 / 44- 8 / 44 ."

Fuller , l r .. Rpt a f Pa thfi nde r Teams in Opn
' i - B1GOT -DR AGOO N, 2 '_ Au   34 : l st Lt D

. A .56 . P / 179 (2d dra ft ) 23 J un; ( fi na l d raft ) 25 Jun 44 ; De lco , Rpt of   09th P: thfir:d : ;- T   ;irns [sic; .
22

memo ( Hy Force 163) subj : Status of Airho rne
.q ug 44 ; 2d L t F . .  . Ca pp   '... f -p :   n SS l th Pa th-U nits fo r "A N VIL

.
" 29 J un 44 ; ltr .

G en Patch
, fi nde r Team B1GOT D R, I G UO i\ ' ' ? A :  44 : l ti t

' CG Force 1G3 to A F HQ J PS, subj : F acto r. . L t R. S.
Fu ller, Rp t o f P  thfi n    r 'I'eems on Opn

Favorable to the Inclusion of the 2d British In - BIGOT -DRAG UO v , 23 Aag -1-+: Capt F' . F . B  !̀ e ; .dependent Pa rachu te Brigade in ANVIL A irbo rne Rpt of Pa lh finde r Team s c.n Opn BIG OT -
t

•
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. 
8 1. Hist 437th T C G p, Aug 44; ltr, Hq l st Bn SSl st 133; N arrative Rpt of Opns 5 17th PICT in soutb-

f , Para Inf (Reinf ) to CG l st A / B TF , suhj : Re- ern France ; ms g, 517th PIR S-2 to l st A 1B TF
port on Parachute Operations, 2 Sep 44, KC RC,. G -2,

091S hrs. 16 Aug 44; overlay "Lt.
Pat9cer

Ist A/ B TF Files, "Journal 9J2J44." brought this in"; o verlay, "5 17 CT Situatioa as of

. 82. AFHQ, Rpt on A / B Opns in D RAGOON , 25 0945, l 6 Aug."; above three in KCRC, Ist A 1B

' 25 Oct 44; Historics, 438th, 440th , and 442d TC TF Files, "Journal 8 / 16 / 44 .
"

  ' Gps, Aug 44; Hq SOth TC Wg CMR for DOVE, 87. 7 th A rmy Rpt of Opns France and Germany, I,16 Aug 44; Hq SOth TC Wg, Dove Follovr-up Rpt, 180
,

315-17; Hq 7th Army, Info Bull 4, 18 Aug
30 Aug 44; abo ve [wo in Unit Hist File ; Hg 62d 44, in ti 82.306 1; ltr, Hq l st Bn SSl st Para l nf    TC Gp, CMR Mission BIGOT-D RAGOON , Opn (Reinf ) to CG l st A / B TF, subj: Report on Para-DOV E, 16 A ug 44 ; ltr, Hq 62d TC G p to CG chute Operations, 2 Sep 44 , in KCRC, l st A / B
5 1st TC Wg, Interrog. o f G lider Pilots on Mission TF Files. "l ournal 9 / 2 / 44"; msgs, CO SSl st Para"DO VE,

" 22 Aug 44; ltr, Hq 64th TC G p,
Opns, to lnf Bn to CG l st Al B TF, 1000 hrs, 16 Aug 44 ;CO 64th TC G p ( Attn: 5-2 ) , Rpt on Glider Mis- CG l st A i B TF to CO 551st Bn, I l 30 hrs, 16

sion DOVE, 2 7 Aug 44; above three in 626.30 I 1; Aug 44; "S/ Sgt. Para. Bn." to CG l st A / B TF,  ltr, Hq SSOth Inf A ! B Bn to CG 1st A / B TF , 1230 hrs, 1ti Aug 44 ; CG 1st A/ B TF to CO
subj: Report o f the Operation o f the SSOth Infantry SSl st Bn, 1255 hrs, t 6 Aug 44 ; CG l st A / B TF

  A irborne Battalion on 15- 16 August 1944, 11 Sep to CO SSl st Bn 1605 hrs, 16 Aug 44 ; above fi ve  44,
in KCRC

, 550th G lider Inf Bn Fik s, "Rpt. o f in KCRC, l st A / B TF Files, "Journal 8 / 16 / 44";Opns. 1944"; R&R, IX TCC A -3 to CG , C/ S, and
msg, Hq SSl st Para i nf Bn to Hq Ist A / B TF,G -3, subj : Recovery of Gliders used in Mission 0948 hrs, 17 Aug 44, in KCRC

, l st A / B TF"D RAGOON ," IS Nov 44 ,
in KCRC, l st A / B Files. "Journ al 8/ 17 / 44 ."TF Files, "D RAGOON Opn."

83. Msg, CG Ist A / B T F to CO l st A / B TF Rear,
88• Msg, Hq 2 Para Brigade to l st A / B TF G-3,

1940 hrs, 15 Aug 44 ; msg, CG l st A / B TF to CG
SiTREP

,
20 10 hrs, 16 Aug 44 ,

in KCRC , 1st A / B

7 th A rmy Forward
, 1944 hrs, 15 Aug '44 ,

both
TF Files. "Journal 8 / ] b144.

"

' in KCRC
, l st A l B T F Files , "Journal 8 / l S144." 89

. 7th Arm y Rpt of Opns France and Germany,
I
,

84 . Lu , Hq SSOth Inf A / B Bn to CG l st A / B 'CF,
143; CG VI Cor ps, Order to CG 7th Army et a1

.,
• subj : Report of the Operation of the SSOth In-

16 Aug 44 , in KCRC, l st A / B TF Files "Journal

• fantry Airbo rne Battalion on ] 5- 16 Aug 44, l 1 8/ 17144."
Sep 44; lu , Hq SSOth Inf A / B Bn to CG l st A / B 90. 7th Army Rpt of Opns France and Germany, I

,• T F
, subj : Report of the Operations of the SSOth 230, 235; Hq ]st A / B TF, STTREP 16 1200-Infantry A irborne Battalion for the Period 1 Aug 17 1200 A ug 44 ; msg, Ist A / B TF G -3 to l st A / B

. to 3 1 Aug 44 , 12 Oct 44; ltr, CG SSOth Inf A l B TF Rear G-4 , 2300 hrs, 17 Aug 44 ; above two in
Bn to CG Ist A / B T'F, subj : Report of Operatioa KCRC, Ist A / B TF Files, "Journal 8 / 17 / 44";

. of the SSOth Infantry A irborne Bat  a lion on IS-16 msg,
Hq 2 Para Brigade to CG i st Al B TF , 1000

Aug 44 , 3 Dec 44 , all in KCRC, SSOth Inf A / B Bn hrs, l 8 A ug 44, in KCRC, Ist A ! B TF Files,Files, "Rpt. of Opns. 1944"; Hq SSOth Inf A l B '•Journal 8I 18/ 44 ."
.

Bn Journal
. 15 1530- 162400 Aug 44 , in KCRC

,SSOth l nf A / B Bn Files, "U nit Journal 8 / 44- 9 / 44";
9 1. AFHQ

, Rpt on A / B Opns in D RAGOON , 25 Oct  44; 7th A rm y Rpt of Opns France and Germany,SSOth Inf A / B Bn S-2 Journal, ] 5 1530-162400 Aug
44, in KC RC, 550th Inf A / B Bn Files , "S-2 Jour•

I, 65; Hq IX TCC, Stat Rpt for Opn "DRA GOON ,
"

- nal 8/ 44- ( 1/ 44"; note of verbal rpt from SSOth 13 Sep 44 ; 53d TC Wg FO 1, 1l Aug 44; Hist 
Inf A / B Bn, c. 0930 hrs., 16 Aug 44, in KCRC,

435th TC Gp, Aug 44 ; lu , Hq 442d 'I'C Gp
l st A / B TF F iles, "l ournal 8 / l 6 / 44 .

" Advon to CO SOth Wg, subj: Summary of Glider
- Pilo t Reports, 19 Aug 44,

in Unit H ist F ile ; Hq85. See n 76. l st A / B TF, Sum of our opns, 15 Jul to 3 1 Aug
86. 7th A rmy Rpt o f Opns Francc and Gcrmany, I, 44, 1 Oct 44.

 

,

v
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l n d e x

' A Armies (numbered) : Beck
, l st Lt. Joseph A., 11-12

 
+ AA F Board, 82

First A rmy ( Brit. ) , 14, 17 Beja, 17

AAF Engineer Command /MTO, 88 Fifth Army, 28, 56-57, 60-6 1,
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