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CHAPTER |

Air Strength, Operational Plan, Etc.
at the Outbreak of China Incident

Section 1. Comparison of Strength of the Japanese and Chinese Air Forces.
I. The Japanese Air Forces

Just before the outbreak of the China Incident, the situation was generally as
follows:

A. The Navy

Armament Plan No “2” was on the way to completion, viz., of all the land-
based air units (TN presumably under the plan), three units of small-type
airplanes, one-half unit of large-type attack planes, and another half unit of large-
type flying boats were completed.

However, four units, two units of medium-type attack planes and one unit
each of large-type attack planes and large-type flying boats were yet uncompleted.

Thus, 35 of the 39 units of the land-based air units to be completed, accord-
ing to Plan No “2”, were already completed. As for carrier-based planes, those called
for in Plan to No. “1” were already completed, while those in No. “2” were being
rushed to meet the date when the aircraft carriers Soryu and Hiryu were to be
completed. The strength at that time was as follows:

Classification Flight Crew Number of Airplanes
Land-based air
Unit 1,620 - 519
Carrier-based '
Planes 701 261
Total 2,321 780

B. The Army

The Army had 54 air companies, and the number of planes was somewhat
less than the Navy. The condition of the Army air units was inferior to the Navy's
in every essential point.

Il. The Chinese Air Force



The establishment of the Chinese Air Force was greatly furthered through
the help of various powers, especially the United States, Italy and Germany. Her
strength at that time was as follows:

Airplanes 650-700
Flight Crews 968

The number of airplanes which China had as hand was almost the same as
that of the Japanese Navy. However, her number of operational airplanes was less
than one-third of that of the Japanese Navy. Also, the ability and skill the of
Chinese Air Force were considered to be insignificant.

Section: 2. Air Operation Agreement Between the Army and Navy Concerning the
North China Operations

On 11 July 1937, with the decision to dispatch troops to North China, an air
agreement concerning air operations in North China was concluded between the
Army and Navy General Staffs. The outline of the agreement is as follows:

Air Operations Agreement Between the Army and Navy Concerning the North
China Operations:

A. The destroying of enemy air power in North China will be primarily the duty
of the Army air force. However, the Navy will cooperate with the Army in the
following instances:

1. In case the Navy has no need to conduct air operations outside North
China and the need for support is urgent by the Army.

2. In situations other than the above, where an Army operation urgently
needs support, and the reserve strength of the Navy air force is sufficient for the
purpose.

B. The destroying of enemy air strength in Central and South China will be the
duty of the Navy, while the Army will conduct only those operations necessary for
self-defense.

C. The Navy air force will escort Army transport ships and will provide, if
necessary, protection against enemy attacks from land and air, before and after
arrival at the landing place.

D. During the landing period for Army troops, and before Army airplanes are
ready for operations, the air duties of the Army will be executed by the Navy, if
necessary.



E. The details about the division of duties and responsibilities of Army and
Navy planes in the same district and the method of operation will be decided
mutually by the expeditionary units.

F. Strength to be used.
1. The Army
a. Peking - Tientsin Area

Air Corps Headquarters

The 1% Air Brigade Headquarters

Eight reconnaissance companies (66 airplanes)
Seven fighter companies (74 airplanes)

Four light bomber companies (36 airplanes)

Ten heavy bomber companies (24 airplanes)

b. Tsingtao and Shanghai Area

Two reconnaissance companies (18 airplanes)
Two fighter companies (21 airplanes)

2 The Navy
a. North China Area

The 2" Combined Air Unit (24 fighters, 30 bombers, 12 attack
planes).
The 21% Air Unit (six reconnaissance seaplanes).

With the progress of the operation, the 2" Combined Air Unit will
take part in various engagements in Central China (Shanghai Area) and,
depending on the situation, a unit will be composed of some of the ship-
based airplanes (sea reconnaissance) of the 2" Fleet to form reinforcement.

b. Central and South China

The 1 Carrier Division (21 fighters 12 bombers and nine attack

planes).

The 2™ Carrier Division (12 fighters, 12 bombers and 18 attack
planes).

The 1% Combined Air Unit (38 land-based attack planes and 12
fighters).

The 22™ Air Unit (six sea reconnaissance airplanes).
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The 12" Cruiser Division (nine sea reconnaissance planes).

An element of the 1% Combined Air Unit (which was stationed at
Cheju Do) will advance to the Shanghai Area, and airplanes of 1% and 2™ Carrier
Divisions, in accordance with the situation will also land at bases in the Shanghai
area.

G. Operating Plan and Equipment for Airfields
1. North China (and Kwantung) Area
The Navy

At the beginning of the campaign, the 2" Combined Airfield Unit will
use Ma-shui-tzu Airfield. Later, in accordance with the situation, an element of
the same unit will use Ts'ang-K'ou Airfield, together with the Army.

The Army

In North China, the Army will use airfields in the vicinities of
Shanhaikuan, Sui-chung and Tientsin. However, heavy bomber units may use
Chou-shui-tzu airfield.

In the Shantung District, the Army will first use the Ts'ang-K'ou Air-
field with the Navy, and later it will construct an airfield in a western district and
will advance to the same.

The completion and maintenance of the Chou-shui-tzu Airfield will
be the responsibility of the Army.

2. Central China.
a. Early Phase of the Campaign
The Kung-ta Airfield will be used jointly by the Army and Navy, and
the Hongkow (#) Park Airfield will be used exclusively by the Navy. When the
Tung-kou-tan Airfield is completed, Navy airplanes at the Kung-ta Airfield will

move there.

The construction and maintenance of the Kung-ta, Hong-kow, and
Tung-kou-tan Airfields will be the responsibility of the Navy.

b. Later phase of the Campaign



When the airfield for the exclusive use of the Army (which is
expected to be built in the Kiangwan Area) is completed, the main body of
Army airplanes will move there. The construction and maintenance of the airfield
is Kiaugwan Area will be the joint responsibility of the Army and Navy.

The Navy will also maintain and use the Takang Airfield.

As far as circumstances permit, the Army and Navy will occupy the
Lung-hua Airfield and use it jointly.

H. Supply of Fuel, Bombs, etc.
The Army and Navy will furnish their own supplies.

When transit supply and refueling at Sinuiju, Pyongyang, Seoul and
Taegu is necessary for air transport operations by Navy air units, the Army will aid
the Navy by making available such supplies. However, when a supply of fuel
adequate to meet the demands of many Navy airplanes is necessary at places
either than Pyongyang, the fuel will be supplied by the Navy.

When transit supply and refueling for the transport planes of Army air units
is to be done on Che-ju Do, the Navy will aid the Army when necessary, the fuel
for this purpose will be supplied, it possible, by the Army.

|. Communication
Distinguishing of friendly planes (Portion omitted from document)
Section 3. Operational Plan of the Commander-in-Chief of the Third Fleet
The 3™ Fleet drew up its operational plan on 29 July in accordance with a
secret operational plan of the Naval General Staff. It differed from the operat-

ional plans of the Naval General Staff (concerning air operations) In the following
respect:

A. Disposition of air units in the second phase of the operation.
The 1% Air Attack Force. (First Carrier Division).

1. Destruction of enemy air strength in Central China.

2. Destruction of important ground installations in Central China.
3. Destruction of enemy ships (when necessary).

4. Cooperation with land operations.

5. Air cover for Army expeditionary troops.
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The 2™ Air Attack Force (2™ Carrier Division)
Same as 1 Air Attack Force.
The 3" Air Attack Force (First Combined Carrier Division).

1. Destruction of enemy air strength in Central and South China.
2. Destruction of important ground installations in the interior of China.

The 4™ Air Attack Force (12" Cruiser Division, 22™ Air Unit)

1. Destruction enemy air strength is South China.

2. Observation and destruction of enemy ships in the South China Area.

3. Advance to the Ma-an Islands (Sau-chiao-shan) and establish an air
base there.

B. Activities of Air Raid Units.

1. At dawn of the first day of hostilities the entire air strength will be
used against enemy air bases to destroy the enemy’s air power. At this time, the
movements of air units will be kept secret, and high altitudes and cloud forma-
tions will be used.

The objective of the first air attacks

The 1% Air Attack Force - Hangchow and Chienchiao. An element of
the Force will attack Hungchiao. (#)

The 2" Air Attack Force - Kuang-teh and Chu-jung, (and Nanking,
depending on the situation).

The 3™ Air Attack Force
The Kisarazu Air Unit (based on Che-ju-Do) — Nanking.
The Kanoya Air Unit (based at Taipei) — Nan-chang

The 4™ Air Attack Force - Canton.

2. The 1%, 2™ and 3™ Air Attack Forces, as soon as possible after the
first air attack is over, will proceed to advanced air base (the time for this
movement will be given later) and mop up enemy remnants, destroy important
enemy ground Installations and facilities, and (if necessary) sweep enemy ships.
Moreover, they will cooperate with the Army in land operations and provide air
cover, for the expeditionary troops.



a. Air attack objectives in and after the second phase operation.
(1) Important air installations
Important airfields which were not raided during the first air
operation. Airplane factories at Nan-chang, Hangchow, and Shao-kuan. Oil
storage dumps of Hangchow. Repair shops and warehouses at Nanking, Han-
chang and Lo-yang.
(2) Important government offices
Important Government offices in Nanking.
(3) The Kiang-yin Battery, mine layers and speed boats.

(4) Important arsenals:

Arsenals at Nanking and Han-yang and factories of ammonium
sulfate for national defense.

(5) Important transportation centers.
Pu-kou, Hsu-chou and Chu-chou.
b. Operational plan for advanced air bases.

The 1%, 2™ and 3" Air Attack Forces: Shanghai (the Kianguan
Race Track, Lung-hua Airfields, Yang-shu-pu Golf-links and reclaimed area,
Yan-shu-pu Race Track, and Chung-min Island).

The 4™ Air Attack Force:

Ma-an Island. (Ssu-chiao-shan).

On 4 August the Commander-in-Chief of the 3" Fleet sent his opinion on the
operation and the use of the strength to the General Staff in Tokyo. At the same
time, he gave serious consideration to the conduct of the air operations.

A. Materials for a judgment of the Situation.

1. A rather heavy movement of Chinese airplanes to the north had been
observed for the past few days, and, as of 2 August, there were, in the area north
of the Lung-Yai Railway, 14 Curtiss Hawks, 16 Douglas, 26 Corsair airplanes, and

four Savoia heavy bombers, totaling 62 planes. (sic)
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Moreover, the construction of various airfields and the transportation of fuel
and ammunition in North China were being carried out in a hurry. All these facts
imply that a clash was immanent.

2. Enemy reconnaissance planes and transport planes are daily recon-
noitering the movements of our ships in the areas near Shanghai and Ma-an
Islands. Twenty five Northrop planes have been stationed at Kuang-to and five
planes including Martins at Hungchiao to keep watch over the Shanghai Area,
while nine Douglas’ have been stationed at Hsiao-kan to keep watch over
Hankow.

B. Demands of the 3" Fleet
1. To secretly increase the marine unit strength in Shanghai.

The present strength in Shanghai is barely enough to occupy Kung-ta
Airfield, and the realization of the occupation of Kinagwan and Lunghua Air-
fields, which are vital to the full utilization of the air strength, can hardly be
realized with this strength. If these airfields are not occupied in the initial phases
of the air operations, it is feared that aircraft carriers will be exposed to danger for
a long time, and that the operations of land-based attack planes which have to fly
over the water to attack the interior of China, will become difficult. Therefore, it is
necessary that the minimum land combat strength be sufficient to seize the
designated area of Kiang-wan Airfield be dispatched in advance.

2. The 1% Combined Air Unit will, from the beginning, be prepared to be used
in central China, and its use in North China should be abandoned.

Section 4. Deployment of operational Strength

The Army and Navy, which had decided, by 12 July on an operation plan in
event the situation deteriorated, were steadily pushing military preparations,
despite the diplomatic negotiations being conducted.

On the 15th, the Army commanded the mobilization of the greater part of the
air units in the homeland (totaling 18 air companies of various kinds of
planes), and they were to advance to Shan-hai-kuan, Chin-chou and Dairen. It
was decided that planes belonging to these units would arrive at their dest-
inations by air flights via Korea, not later there the 23d or 24th. Together with the
above decision of the Army, the Navy issued a command to commence the building
of an air bass at Chou-chui-tzu, so that the 2" Combined Air Unit will be able to
advance there when necessary.

In the meantime, an amicable settlement of the situation seemed possible
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as a result of on-the-spot diplomatic negotiations, but on 20 July, the situation
deteriorated again, and the Japanese Government, on the same day, decided to
dispatch three divisions from the homeland to North China.

Section 5. Advance of Naval Air Strength

The organizing of the mobilized air units, according to the order of 11 July,
was completed on 15 July, and training was conducted while waiting further
orders.

Organization of the mobilized air units is as follows: [see charts at end of
chapter]

The readying of the bases for these a mobilized air units was commenced on
11 July, and the base at Chou-chui-tzu was almost completed on 19 July, while
these at Taipei and Che-Ju Do are completed on 7 August. Due to the above
situation, these units are waiting for further orders, and on 6 August, the "
Combined Air Unit was ordered to advance because of the necessity to pro-
vide cover for Army transport operations in Tang-ku. The above unit began
moving on7 August, and by 11 August the whole unit had reached Chou-shui-
tzu by air, via Korea.

The 21% Air Unit, which also was assigned the duty of providing cover was
ordered to advance to Tao-chong Do off the west coast of Korea, and left Kure as
6 August aboard the carrier Maruto. The Air Unit arrived at Tae-chong Do on 9
August, but the above Island turned out to unsuitable for building a base, so a
base was built in the vicinity of nearly Tae-dong Wan.

In the meantime, the situation in North China began spreading to Central and
South China, so the 1** Combined Air Unit as ordered to be ready to advance.
The Kisarazu Air Unit of the Combined Air Unit advanced to Omura on 8 August,
and the Kanoya to Taipei on 9 August.



The 13™ Air Unit

Type-96 carrier-based
fighter — 6 (2)

Carrier-based
fighter — 1 unit

Lockheed transport
Plane — 1 unit

Lockheed Tran-
sport plane - 1

Name of Mobilized Organization and Strength Date of Place of Pla
Air Unit Organization| Waiting Prear
Kind and Number Home Unit Ady
Of Planes
Kisarazu Naval Type-96 land-based Medium sized Kisarazu 13 July Kisarazu Omura,
Air Unit attack plane — 20 attack plane  |Naval Air Unit Che-ji
- two units
Kanoya Naval Type-96 land-based Medium sized |Kanoya Naval
A-1 Air Unit attack plane - 18 attack plane Air Unit
Type-95 carrier-based - 1 %z units
fighter — 14 Carrier-based Kanoya Tap
fighter — 1 unit
Type-94 carrier-based| Carrier-based
bomber - 12 (2) bomber — 1 unit
Type-92 carrier based
The 12" Air Unit attack plane — 12 (1) | Carrier-based |Saheki Naval Saheki
Type-90 carrier-based| bomber— 1 unit  Air Unit
fighter — 6 (2)
Type-95 carrier-based| Carrier-based
fighter -6 (1) fighter — 1 unit
A-2 15 July Chou-sl|
Type-96 carrier-based| Carrier-based
bomber - 18 (2) bomber -
Type-90 carrier-based| 1 % units Omura Naval
fighter — 6 (2) Air Unit Omura




Name of Mobilized Organization and Strength Date of Place of Place of
Air Unit Organization Waiting Prearranged
Kind and Number Home Unit Advance
The 21* Air Unit Type-95 sea reconnaissance | Sea recon- Kure 12 July Kure North China
plane -6 naissance Naval Air
plane - %2 unit | Unit
The 22" Air Unit Type-95 sea reconnaissance | Sea recon- Sasebo 13 July Sasebo Central and
plane -6 naissance South China
plane - %2 unit
Remarks Numerals in parentheses indicate number of reserve planes

A-1 = The 1% Combined Air Unit
A-2 = The 2™ Combined Air Unit
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Chapter Il
Operational Situation
Section 1. Situation at the Commencement of Over-all Operations.

Part 1. General Situation

The situation in North China gradually spread to Central China, and there
were increasing signs of disturbing actions and tendencies on the part of China.
By 7 August, the evacuation of Japanese residents in China was almost
complete. On the 9th, the Lt Oyama Incident broke out, and on the 11th, naval
unit reinforcements were dispatched by the Japanese Navy, while hordes of
Chinese troops invaded the neutral zone as a countermeasure to our increased
naval forces. On the 13th, troops were dispatched to the Shanghai Area by the
Japanese Government. Subsequently, on the 14th, it was decided to send rein-
forcements to the Tsingtao Area. Finally, the tense situation in Shanghai erupted
into open hostilities on 13 August, when the Chinese forces surrounding the
Japanese Marines commenced firing, and the hostilities began spreading to
other parts of the city.

The disposition of the main naval forces, as of 13 August was as follows:

Unit Movement and Location

Main Force Covering the sea transportation of land forces in the south

of Korea
North Directly escorting the transportation of the 10" Division which
China left Moji on 10 August for North China, while the main force
Force was in the Port Arthur Area.

A-1
Second Patrol flying within a radius of 90 miles from Chou-shai-tzu

Combined | Base, for the purpose of covering transportation activities.
Air Unit

Second Although the Division was operating on the sea east of Che-
Carrier ju Do providing air cover to sea transportation, it was incorp-
Division orated under the command of the 3™ Fleet commander in the
early morning of the 13", and ordered to proceed to the Ma-
an Islands. It arrived at the said Islands on the night of the
same day.
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Unit

Movement and Location

21% Air Unit

Based at Taedong Wan on the west coast of Korea, and
patrolling the area within a radius of 80 miles from the
Sochong Do Lighthouse.

lzumo, 16"
Destroyer
Div.

11" Battle-
ship Div.

Anchored at Shanghai.

8™ Cruiser
Div., 1
Destroyer
Squadron,
1% Sasebo
Special
Naval
Landing
Force, 2™
Kure
Special
Landing
Force

Departed Sasebo on 10 August, and arrived at Shanghai
the 11th.

Shanghai
Special
Naval
Landing
Force

At Shanghai

1% Comb-
ined Air
Unit

Kanoya Air Unit — at the Taipei Base. Kisarazu Air Unit at
Omura.

1% Carrier
Div.

Took off from the Sasebo Area for the Ma-an Islands on 12
August.

12" Sea-
Plane

Tender Div
(minus the|

“‘Kamoi”)

Took off from Sasebo for the Ma-an Islands on 11 August.
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Unit Movement and Location
22™ Air
Unit
“‘Kamoi” Took off from the Chushan Island 11 August to be incorporated
in the 12" Seaplane Tender Div.
A-1 = Combined Fleet
B-1 = 3" Fleet
B-1* = Central China Force
B-1# = Air Force

Part 2. Reconnaissance of the Shanghai and Hangchow Area by Kamoi-
based planes

The 12" Seaplane Tender Division, composed of the seaplane tenders Kamoi
and Okishima, assembled at Sasebo early in August to wait for further orders,
but on 8 August, the Division received the following order from the 3" Fleet
Commander.

Dispatched at 1700 hours, 7 August from Hongkong:
Classified telegram No. 447 from the 3" Fleet:

“The Commander of the 12" Seaplane Tender Division shall dispatch the
Kamoi and one warship of the 28" Destroyer Division to the Shanghai area as
soon as possible, to carry out photographic reconnaissance during clear
weather, in accordance with the following:

1. Targets:

The Hangchow Area (Chien-chao, Weng-chia-fou, Kao-ssu), the Hangchiao
and Chu-chi Airfields and the Woosung Battery.

2. Vessels and aircraft shall conduct movements as secretly as possible,
avoiding the regular routes of merchant vessels, and shall take advantage of the
weather by using high altitudes.

3. Take-off and landing of aircraft will be carried out on the sea, east of
123 degrees 40 minutes east longitude, if possible, but otherwise on the
Chiushan Islands or the Taichou Islands.

4. Aerial photographs will be sent, as soon as possible, by a ship of the 28"
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Destroyer Division to Fleet Headquarters or the 1% and the 2™ Carrier Divisions
and to the 1® Combined Air Unit.

5.Chinese aircraft are making daily reconnaissance flights over the
Shanghai, Woosung, and the Ma-an Island Areas.”

In accordance with the above order, the Komoi and Asanagi left Sasebo at
1300 hours, 8 August and arrived at the Chiushan Islands at 1000 on the 10th.
However, due to bad weather, the reconnaissance flight was postponed and the
said vessels were temporarily anchored at the Chiushan Islands.

However, there was the suspicion that some of the lighthouses in the
Choushan Islands might be equipped with wireless apparatus. Therefore, the 3™
Headquarters, fearing disclosure of our intention, sent a telegram to the said
ships to the effect that “if there is no possibility of secret reconnaissance on the
11th, return to Sasebo”. But the Kamoi-based planes carried out reconnaissance
flights as previously scheduled.

The planes used and the places reconnoitered are given as below:

Aircraft Used Places reconnoitered
Type-94 Reconnaissance Hangchow, Chu-shi, Ningpo, Tung-
Seaplane (3 seater) - 1 kuan

Type-95 Reconnaissance
Seaplane (2 seater) - 2

Type-94 Reconnaissance Hungchaio, Lung-hua, Woosung
Seaplane - 1

Type-95 Reconnaissance

Seaplane - 2

The results of the reconnaissance was immediately reported to the
requesting quarters by the captain of the Kamoi.

Sent at 1700 hours, 11 August from Hongkong:
Classified telegram No 345 from the Kamoi (Summary)

“1. The Hungchiao and Lung-hua Airfields are practically the same as
shown is the Chinese maps of the said airfields.
Four airplanes and one seaplane were observed at the Lung-hua
Airfield.
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No aircraft were found at the Hungchiao Airfield.

2. Among the airfields near Hangchow the Weng-chia-fou Airfield
cannot be used because of muddy ground. The Kao-ssu Airfield has only one
small hanger. The Chien-chiao Airfield is best equipped, with establishments
believed to be a school and a plane factory nearly.

It appears that planes are kept in the hangers, and only one
enemy plane was observed in the air.

3. One airplane was seen at the Chu-chi Airfield, and four planes at
the Ming-po Airfield. Both airfields have small hangers. There is an airfield in the
vicinity of Tung-kuan also.

4. The Woosung Battery which faces the Yangtze River is equipped
with six guns, and it is well-equipped.

5. Two vessels, believed to be gunboats, are at anchor at Hsu-shan
(Hangchow Bay) and Ting-hai respectively.”

The above mentioned reconnaissance flight was detected by the Chinese
Army because of our failure to keep our movements secret. As a result, it is
believed that our intention has been disclosed.

This became known through special information obtained by the
interception of wireless massages sent by the Chinese Army. According to the
information, the Kamoi as detected before the commencement of the operation by
a Chinese gunboat near the Chiushan Islands. It as also detected by a lookout of
the Hua-tau-shan Observation Post in the Ma-an Islands. The reconnaissance
planes of the Kamoi were detected and pursued by the planes of the Hangchow
Flight School. When they were flying at a low altitude of 1,000 meters over
Hangchow Bay, they were also detected by the enemy.

It is believed that our failure to carry out this resulted in a stiffening of the
morale of the Chinese Army, and the determination to wage war. Moreover, the
3" Fleet Headquarters acknowledge the fact that the Chinese forces' initial air
raid on our vessels is the Shanghai Area, three days later, as partly due to this
reconnaissance flight.

Part 3. Initial Air Raid by the Chinese Air Force on 14 August.

The information on the disposition of the Chinese Air Force obtained by the
3" Fleet Headquarters at that time was as follows:
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Location Strength Remarks
(Company number)
Nanking 8,4 15 16
Chu-jung 7,10, 17, 19, 30 10™ and 19" Companies’
planes at Nanchang and
30™ Company at Chi-an
are preparing for bomb-
ing attacks.
Kuangte 9 11,14
Soochow 3
Nanchang 1,2,13,24,22
Shanghai 4 planes (Name of unit unident-
(Hungchiao) | ified)
Hankow 27 planes (Name of unit unident-
ified)
Hangchow Hangchow Flight School planes Gradually moving to
(Number of planes unknown) to Hsiao-kan

On 13 August, street fighting commenced in Shanghai with firing begun by the
Chinese troops. Thereupon, the 3™ Fleet Commander, in accordance with a
previously arranged plan, attempted to take the initiative in air-raids on the
Chinese Air Force, by employing all the air strength under his command, and at
2350 hours, 13 August, issued the following order to each air raid unit:

Gist of the order:

“When carrying out air raids tomorrow the 14th, each air raid unit is
assigned the following duties:

1. Bombing targets:

The 2™ Air Raid Unit (2™ Carrier Division) — Nanking, Kuangte,

Hangchow.

The 3™ Air Raid Unit (Taipei Unit) — Nanchang

The 8" and 10" Cruiser Divisions, and the 1% Destroyer Squadron
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- Nanchang

In the event the 1% Air Attack Unit (the 1% Carrier Division) and the 3™
Air Raid Unit (the Omura Unit) are employed, further orders will be issued.

2. Special orders will be issued for the time of departure and attack.”

However, at that time there was a low pressure zone traveling north over the
East China Sea with a central pressure of 720 mm.

The 1% Air Raid unit which was navigating in the path of the low pressure
zone continued, despite the high waves, but lost all hopes of arriving at the des-
ignated point of departure for planes by early morning of the 14th. Although the
2" Air Raid Unit arrived at the designated point, the take-off and landing of
aircraft was impossible, due to the raging waves.

On the other had, it was considered difficult for the Omura Unit of the 3™ Air
Field Unit to carry out an over-water bombing attack by braving the stormy
weather.

Also in the Shanghai Area, because of the typhoon, the weather became worse
and worse with clouds hanging low and the wind velocity rising to 22 meters.

Although it was to be the initial air raid at the outset of the battle which was
begun the previous night by the Chinese forces, the air raid had to be cancelled,
due to the stormy weather. Consequently, the 3" Fleet Commander issued an
order at 0530 hours of the 14th, to postpone the air-raid until the weather
improved.

However, at 1050 hours of the same day, three enemy fighters and one
attack plane raided the Shanghai Special Marine Force Headquarters.

Subsequently, at 1055 hours, five bombers bombed the 8" Carrier Division
which was anchored off Woosung. Then at 1122 hours, three attack planes
bombed the flagship, Izumo. However, none of the bombs scored any hits, The
only damage was suffered by several crew members of the Okinawa Maru, who
were killed or wounded by fragments of the bomb which was dropped close to
the ship at the Woosang Anchorage.

Thus the Japanese Navy, thwarted from carrying out its design, was subject-
ed to the enemy's air raid at the outset of the hostilities.

Thereupon, the 3™ Fleet Commander decided to commence air operations,
using all the available air power, without waiting for a concentration of the air
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strength, and an improvement in the weather.

Therefore, he ordered the carrier-based planes of the 8" Cruiser Division, the
1% Destroyer Divison, and the 1zumo, all at anchor at Shanghai, to take to the
air, at the same time he ordered the Taipei Unit of the 3" Air Raid Unit, and the
2" Air Raid Unit (the 2" Carrier Division) to commence their attacks.

Although the 8™ Cruiser Division and the 2" Carrier Division failed to launch
any planes, owing to bad weather, one seaplane from the Izumo and one from
the Kawauchi was launched, and they bombed the Hungchaio Airfield, enemy
positions in the Cha-pei Area, and shot down two enemy planes.

The combat situation of the Taipei Unit of the 3 Air Raid Unit is as given
below:

1. Combat Progress

At 1450 hours, nine planes of the Kuang-te Air Raid Unit (commander - Lt
Com Amano(#)), and nine planes of the Hangchow Air Raid Unit (commander -
Lt Com Nitta) left the Taipei Base. At 1820 hours the Hangchow Air Raid Unit
dropped four 250 kg bombs on the Chien-chiao Airfield from an altitude of 350 to
400 meters, and dropped six 250 kg bombs on the Chiao-ssu Airfield from an
altitude of 800 meters.

At 1940 hours the Kuang-te Air Raid Unit dropped16 - 250 kg bombs on
the Kuang-te Airfield from an altitude of 500 meters. Furthermore, the said unit,
on its return route, dropped two 250 kg bombs on the Chien-chiao Airfield in
Hangchow from an altitude of 3,000 meters.

On this day the weather in the vicinity of the targets was very bad with the
cloud height being 150 to 300 meters, and, moreover, visibility was very bad due
to rain.

Note: Sunset was at 1942 hours (Hangchow)

The number of aircraft which safely returned from the bombing raid by 2300
hours was 15. One plane made a crashed landing Keelung post after its fuel tank
had been hit by a shell.

2. Results

Bombing:
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Chien-chiao Airfield - a hit scored on both the hanger and the arsenal
workshop, workshop set on fire. Two hits scored on several aircraft outside the
hanger.

Chiao-ssu Airfield - Two hits scored on both the hanger and the
powder magazine, both set on fire. A hit each on two large aircraft outside the
hanger.

Kuang-to Airfield - Three hits scored on two hangers, several hits on
more than ten aircraft on the ground.

Air Combat:

Two planes of the Chien-chiao Air Raid Unit battled with ten odd
hostile fighters. They shot down two of these and forced three planes down.

3. Losses

Prior to the bombing raid, communications with two planes of the
Hangchow Air Raid Unit ceased after they became separated from the unit
because of the bad weather.

The total number of Chinese aircraft which attacked the Shanghai Area, on
this day, was approximately 40 fighters and bombers. Although they attacked six
times, no damage was inflicted on us, excepting that on the above-mentioned
Okinawa Maru. The bomb which was aimed at the Izumo fell into the city and
killed and wounded several hundred Chinese and other nationals. On the other
hand, our forces achieved good results by shooting down two enemy planes in
air combat, and destroying one plane by ground fire.

Part 4. Air Combat until 17 August.

15 August

The 3" Fleet Commander, who was forced to give up the initiative in air
operations at the outset of the combat, due to the typhoon, and instead had the
Chinese Air Force take the initiative, issued the following order at 1900 hours,
14 August:

“1. A surprise attack on the enemy air force will be carried out as early as
possible tomorrow morning, employing all the available air strength in this area.

2. Attack targets:
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The 2™ Air Raid Unit - Nanking, Kuang-to, Soochow.

The 3" Air Raid Unit - Nan-chang (the Taipei Unit), Nanking (the Omura
Unit).

The 4™ Air Raid Unit - Hangchow.

Airplanes of the 4™ Cruiser Division, the 10" Cruiser Division, and the 1%
Destroyer Squadron - Hungchiao

In the event the 1% Air Raid Unit can be used, further orders will be issued.”

At 1200 hours of the 15th, the center of the typhoon as located approxim-
ately 90 miles north of Shanghai, with the central pressure being 740 mm. It was
advancing northeastward, and the wind velocity was gradually decreasing.
However, the storm arm extended as far as 200 kilometers from the center,
and included even the Nanking Area. Therefore, even the vicinity of Nanchang was
affected by the typhoon.

A. Attack of the 1% Combined Air Unit
1. Battle Progress

At 0720 hours, 14 planes of the Kanoya Unit departed from the Taipei
Base for Nanchang. Although they did not encounter bad weather on the way, they
were confronted with low clouds and a heavy rain in the vicinity of Nanchang.
however, due to a flood, it was difficult to distinguish terrain features.

Consequently, these planes separated and strived to find the airfield.
This took one to two hours.

Thus, from 1040 to 1155 hours, eight airplanes attacked both the new
and old Nanchang Airfields.

Fourteen 250 kg bombs were dropped (altitude 450 meters) on the old
airfield, while two bombs of the same type were dropped (altitude 500 meters) on
the new airfield. All of the said 14 aircraft returned to the Taipei Airfield at 1450
hours.

The 20 aircraft (commanded by Lt Con Hayashida) of the Kisarazu Unit at
the Omura Base, departed at 0920 hours and crossed the East China Sea and the
storm area before flying towards Nanking.

As they approached the Chinese mainland, the force of the wind from the
southwest increased to more than 15 meters, and visibility was highly limited, due
to heavy rains and low clouds. Each air company (consisting of four planes) was
forced to act separately.
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Although the air units encountered an attack of enemy fighters over
Soochow, after passing over Shanghai, 16 planes of the said unit bombed the
Nanking Airfield from an altitude of 200 to 500 meters, from 1450 to 1530 hours.
Also, in the vicinity of Nanking, they were pursued by enemy fighters, but sixteen
planes returned safely to the new base on Cheju Do by 2120 hours. However, four
planes were shot down by enemy fighters.

2. Results

Nan-chang

Old airfield, nine hits scored on the hanger, command station, labora-
tory, powder magazine etc., causing a fair-sized fire. Besides, damages were
inflicted on several airplanes outside the hanger.

New Airfield, two hits scored on the large hanger, causing a big fire.

Nanking

Ta-chiao-chang Airfield, Three hangers and two barracks destroyed.
Also, some ten odd planes outside the hanger were destroyed.

Kakung Airfield: one hanger and several planes outside the hanger
destroyed.

3. Aerial Combat
Nanchang Unit:

Although six planes of the unit met enemy fighters in aerial combat,
none were shot down, and we suffered only slight damages.

Nanking Units:

The unit planes engaged eight hostile planes over Ta-hu and shot down
four of them. On, the other hand, they fought against approximately 40 air-
planes over Nanking and shot down eight of these, but we also lost four planes
east of Nanking. According to a survey, after their return, six out of the 16 planes
were damaged by hostile firepower, but the damages were not serious.

B. Attack by the 2" Carrier Division

The aircraft carrier Kaga launched 29 attack planes and 16 bombers
from a position south of the Choushan Islands. At 0840 hours the carrier-based
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