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- CV2/A16-3/(0100) U.S.8. LEXINGTON 10-rd
. Mﬁy 15’ 1942,
S«E«C=R~E=T
From: . The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. LEXINGTON.
To The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
Via : (1) Commander Task Force ELEVEN.
(2) Commander Task Force SEVENTEEN. e
Subject: Report of Actiom - The Battle of the Coral Sea.:r-
7 and 8 May 1942, :
Enclosure: ~ (A) Approximate Track Chart of LEXINGTON 7 - 8
May, 1942,

(B) Set of Photographs showing damage to L
LEXTNGTON and warious stages of the attack. 1

(C) Sketch of torpedo hite made by VT-2 on :
RYUKAKU, May 7th.

(D) Sketch of tarpedo hits made by VT-2 on
SHOKAKU, May 8th. '

(E) Sketch of tracks of Torpedo Squadron TWO

on 7 May.
(F) Sketch of Track of Torpedo Squadron TWO
on 8 May.
(G) Pictures of Enemy CV Attacked by LEX Gr,
on 7 May.
? 8 On the 7th of May 1942, the LEXINGTON was opera-

ting in the Coral Sea as part of Task Force SEVENTEEN, with Rear =~
Admiral Aubrey W. Fitch on board as Commander Air. The Air

Task Group consisted of the LEXINGTON and YORKTOWN and accom=- ;
panying destroyers., Various actions took place during that day - . -
and the next, May 8th. The following report is submitted: :

NARRATIVE OF EVENTS, MAY 7th.

- At early dawn May 7th the YORKTOWN launched 10
scout bombers to search a hundred and twenty degree arc to a _
distance of 250 miles, median 025° true, for enemy forces. At
0835 contact report was received from YORKTOWN of two enemy
carriers, two cruisers and two destroyers in a position in the
vicinity of the Misima Island, the distance being about 170 miles
from the ship. So far as reported, the rest of the search was
negative, The scout in the eastern arc reported low visibility
in that erea and turned back at 150 miles, the rest of his are
not being searched.

3. The LEXINGTON attack group was launched for
attack about 0925, It consisted of 10 VF, 28 VSB, and 12 YTB.
bight SBD's were retained at the ship for antl-torpedo plane :
patrol, After the group was well on its way, YORKTOWN reported
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The scout making the contact had corrected his report when he
returned to the ship to 2 CA and 2 CL, This igplied to me that
there was no carrier presant. However, the group was allowed
to continue.

be About 11:30 the group made contact with a
carrier of the RYUKAKU type and started their attack, V3-2
consisting of 10 SBDs loaded with 1-500 and 2-100 1lb. bombs,
attaoked first and obtained 2 500 1b. bomb hits as follows:

1l on stern about 50 feet from ramp.
1 about 2/3 aft on flight deck, center.

These later were confirmed by independent observers,
including Commander of Fighting Squadron Two.

VB=2 attacked at 1145 and obtained 5-1000 ib.
bomb hits as follows:

1 about 2/3 aft on stbd. side flight deck.
1l aft on flight deck amidships,

1 aft on port side flight deck.

1 amidships about 1/2 way aft.

1 near stbd. side aft.

Sixteen plilots participated in that attack and it is not
practicable to determine which ones definitely made direct hits.
However, the number of hits was confirmed not only by the part-
~icipating pllots and the Squadron Commander, but also by the
Commander of Fighting Two and others who were in excellent
position to observe. The ship was a mass of flames from bomb
hits and covered by splashes from the later torpedo hits,

6. VT=-2 attacked at 1145 and obtained 9 torpedo
hits by planes as follows:

2-T-1, pilot, Lleut Comdr, J.H. Brett, Jr., USN.
2-T=2, pilot, L (Jg) ) P Sterfanhagen, USNR.
2=T~}, pilot, Lieut R.F. Farridgton, USN.

2=-T=7, pilot, Lieut. E.W. Hurst, USN.

2-T=-8, pilot, Ensign C, Hamilton, USN.

2-T=9, pilot, Gunner H.E. Talkington, USN.
2-T-10, pilot, Lt. (Jjg) L.W. Thornhill, USN.
2~T=11, pilot, Rad. Elect., J.E. Mattis, USN
2-T=12, pilot, C.A.P, M.H, Georgius, USN.
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-_}*”ﬂ ) 7. Photographs were obtained dnring the latter e
- phases of the attack, showing only the bow of the carrier with

the rest of it completely enveloped in smoke, splashes, and

flames, It is difficult to conceive any other result than

complete destruction of this carrier and the personnel loss

must have been close to 100%. From the bow silhouette in the

" photographs plus the cut away flight deck, the pilots descrip-

tions, and radio intelligence it is believed that this carrier

was the RYUKAKU. These photographs were saved when the

LEXINGTON was abandoned,

8. One of our planes was lost in this attack.
Lieutenant ALLEN, executive officer of VS-2, was definitely
seen to go into the water as the result of enemy fighter
action. Another SBD, Lieut. (Jjg) QUIGLEY, of VS-2, was
damaged by AA fire, reporting his control wires shot away and
his plane became unmanageable. He was directed by his Squadron
- Commander to bail out or land on Rossel Island in the Louisiades
Archipelago. This was friendly territory and it is hoped he
made a safe landing., Alr Headguarters at Townsville was noti-
fied with the idea of his rescue, results so far unknown.

The rest of the group returned and landed about

1345. A second attack on enemy ships in the De Boyne Island
area was ready at 1450 but was not ordered by the Task Force
Commander due to the possibility of other enemy carriers being
in our vicinity and not yet located. Evidence existed that we
were being shadowed by enemy planes and enemy radio was inter=-
cepted giving our approximate position and exact course and
speed. The weather in our area was squally, with about 90%
overcast, frequent rain squalls, in which ceiling and visibility
were zero. wind varled from 15 to 22 knots from southeast. :

10. About 1745, very close to sunset, radar contacts
gave a group of enemy planes to the westward. Fighter Control
directed fighters in the air to intercept and additional
fighters were launched. These planes intercepted a formation
of nine enemy zero fighters and engated them in combat. Results
were as follows: TFour zero Jap fighters shot down, two other:
zero fighters damaged as evidenced by smoke and gasoline
leakage. Yorktown fighters claimed three which would account
for the entire formation of nine, if there was no over-lapping.

Our losses: One VF, Lieut. (jg) P.G. Baker, pilot, failed
to return, It is believed that he collided with a zero fighter,
included in the above enemy losses.
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11. While landing the combat patrol well after’

sunset and almost completely dark, strange plnnea appeared -
flying around our formation. They were challenged and I
recelved one report that they answered correctly and it was

.- presumed at first they were YORKTOWN planes approaching to
land, One observer reported they were two-engine torpedo
planes., YORKTOWN reported they were enemy planes, Some ships *
opened fire on them., YDREKTOWN and IEXINGTON planes were still
circling to land. However, these strange planes made no hoa---
tile move, were burning running lights and eventually moved :
off thirty miles to the eastward, where radar showéd them $aE% T
circling and apparently landing on an enemy carrier. They were
definitely enemy planes and apparently mistook us for their
own force. The indicated presence of enemy carriers only
thirty miles east was reported to the Task Force Commander.
It was estimated that these carriers were the SHOKAKU and

the ZUIKAKU of Cardiv FIVE, which until that time had been
unaccounted for.,

12, It is belleved that'this dayfs action resulted
in the complete destruction of the enemy carrier RYUKAKU with
practically all personnel and ultimate loss of all her planes,

In addition, during the day, the following enemy plane losses
were inflicted:

6 zero type VF at 1745.

L "97" type VF at scene of enemy oarrier.
1 VT near scene of enemy carrier.

Total 11 planes, This does not include planes shot
down by YORKTOWN groupe.

Our losses during the day were: 2 SED, 1 VF. The pilot
and radioman of 1 SBD may be safe on Rossel Island.

SECOND DAY's NARRATIVE

13. The Task Force Commander's decision was to
proceed during the night to southwestward and search for and
attack the enemy carriers at dawn. The LEXINGTON was directed
to search 360°, 200 miles in the northern semicircle and 150
miles in the southern semicircle.

1. Contact was made by LEXINGTON scout 2-5-2,
Lieut. (jg) Joseph Smith, about 0820, with a formation of two
CV, 4 CA, and 3 DD 170 miles to the northeastward. Attack :
group consisting of 24 SBDs, 10 VF, and 12 VTB was launched Q.l
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between 0900 and 0920, and proceeded immediately. At 0832 4
radio intercepted enemy transmisslon giving our position, N
course and speed and we knew definitely we had been located. !
I predicted enemy attack would come in about 1100. All prep=-

arations to receive it were made. Ship was at General Quarters;ﬁi'

condition Zed was set; returning scouts were launched as anti-
torpedo plane patrol; additional fighters not already in the

air were launched at 1030 and 1100; and all stations were
warned to be ready.

15, The weather in our vicinity was clear, unlimited

| visibility and ceiling, few clouds, no rain squalls, wind about

15 knots, from southeast, Radar reported at 1100 many enemy
aircraft approaching from northward, distance about 75 miles.
First enemy planes were sighted from the ship at 1113, They
were torpedo planes, They were at about 6-7000 feet altitude
and split and came in from both bows., Ship's speed had been
built up to 25 kts. at 1100 when the attack was expected and

was lmmediately increased to 30 kts. when the hostile airecraft
were sighted.

16. Our combat patrol, under the Fighter Director,
was patrollinz at 10,000 feet, Exact altitude of the approach=-
ing enemy was not determined, but was known to be over 10,000
feet, The fighters made contact 20-30 miles out but the enemy
bombers were at 17,000 feet and the performance of our fighters
was not sufficient to gain encuzgh altitude to attack them '
before they reached the "push-over" point, The bombers inter-~
cepted were accompanied by 18 protective fighters, which our
fighters subsequently engaged in combat and show down or
damaged six. They were Me-109, 00, 96, and O types.

17. The Anti-torpedo Plane Patrol was on station
at 2000 feet, but about 6000 yards out. This patrol always
has a tendency to get too far out, probably due both to con- -
cern over AA fire from surface ships and an eagerness to inter~
cept torpedo planes well out. From this position the enemy
torpedo planes at high speed came in over them. Even so,
the SED's on the port side intercepted; shot down 4 VT with
torpedoes, / without torpedoes, 1 VB and 2 accompanying VF.
One SED was shot down by enemy VE,

18. Anti-aircraft fire from this force was opened
generally about 1113, Torpedo planes made the first attack,

the first approaching from port and others cireling to come in -

from starboard bow. lNost of these planes came in at about a :
L0 or 450 dive from 6-7000 feet, making high speed and dropping
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thelir torpedoes in the dive attitude from altitude of 300-~500
feet, although some were seen to level off just above the water
and meake a normal drop. The range at the dropping point varied
from 500 to 1200 yards., I turned to port with full rudder to
bring the first torpedoes ahead., From then on torpedoes were
coming from both starboard and port and I maneuvered with full = -
rudder both ways as I considered best to avoid torpedoes. Some
from starboard crossed shead; two others ran parallel to the _
ship, one on each slde; some from port ran ahead; two ran under
without hitting. At 1120, first torpedo hit ship and exploded
just forward of port forward gun gallery; at 1121, one hit a little
further aft about opposite the bridge. In the meantime, dive
bombers were making their attack from about a 70° dive angle.
They were pushing over from high eltitude, 17,000 feet, and
were not visible until they were in the final stages of their .
dive. One bomb estimated at 1000 1bs. hit the after end of the
port forward gun gallery in the ready ammunition locker just
outslde the Admiral's cabin, Two other near misses hit close
aboard aft on the port side and at first were mistaken for
torpedo hits, Another bomb estimated 500 lbs, hit the gig
boat pocket on the port side, and one 100 1b, hit the stacks
and exploded inside. There were one or more near misses aft
on the starboard side, fragments killing and injuring a number
of men in the stack machine guns, sky aft, and the after signal
station. I personally saw a flaming bomb, epproaching the ship -
from port, and burning with a reddish colored flame. I am .
unable to say whether or not it hit.

19, Apparently there were seven explosions against
the LEXINGTON, two of which are thought to have been torpedoes,
1 1000-1b, bomb hit, 2 100Q0-lb, bomb very near nmisses on the .
port side, and 2 smaller bombs., Fires were started in the
main deck near the Admiral's country, beneath the incinerator,
near the glg boat pocket and one in the forward starboard
marine compartment near the forward elevator. The ship was
listing about 6° to port. Damage control reported they were
shifting oi}l to correét the list and fire parties were fight-
ing the fires. Main Control reported all units in commission.
Number 2, 4, and 6 fire rooms were partially flooded, but
water was being controlled by the pumps. Steering gear was
intact and the ship was making 25 kts. under good control.

Both elevators at this time were reported out of commission,
jammed in the up position, due to machinery casualties in the
wells, probably from shock.

PIVR At about 1300, Damage Control reported the ship f 
on an even keel, that three fires were out and the other one in
the Admiralts country under control. The ship was periodically
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.turned into wind to land and reservice aircraft. The attack
- group returned and was landed, the torpedo plames about 1400.

21, : The attack group reported two 1000-1b bomb hits
on enemy carrier of the SHOKAKU class made by Commander W.B. Ault,
U.S.N., Group Commander, and three other SBD's operating with him,
5 torpedo hits were made by VI-2 as follows:

2-T-3’ Pilot, Enﬂign NUA. Sterl‘ie, 'USNR.
2-T-5, pilot, Ensign T.B. Bash, USNR.
2-7-7, pilot, Lieut. E.W. Hurst, USN.
2“"‘1‘-12’ pilot’ G.A.P. B.cn Sheamn’ USNl

They further reported when last seen she was on fire, settling and
turning in a circle., It is believed that this ship was sunk. -
Radio intercepts later tended to confirm this belief., She was
rapidly loosing headway.

22, In the meantime, iamage Control was gradually
getting all damage checked and cleared up. At 1247 a heavy ex~
plosion shook the ship. It appeared to come from amidships well
down in the bowels of the ship. Communicetion with Central Sta-
tion was immediately lost, all telephones except the JV line went
out ihcluding the ship's service phones, and a bad fire broke
out fram the main deck down to the vicinity of Central Station
Just forward of the maln elevator. All pressure was lost in the
fire main forward. Rudder indicators on the bridge went out,
although steering control was working. By using the JV line to
trick wheel to receive reports of the position of the rudder,
steering was retained on the bridge. The forward gyro compass
system was out, but after gyro compass and repeaters were satis-
factory.

2R This heavy explosion at 1247 was what caused the
loss of the ship. Until that time everything was well under con=-
trol, ¥Full propulsive power was avallable, steering was 0,.K.,
the ship was on an even keel, and all fires were either out or
under control. The cause of this explosion was uncertain. At
first it was thought to be a "sleeper" dud 1000-1b bomb which
went off in the bowels of the ship, However, further study
indicates that small gasoline leaks from the heavy pounding the
ship had received had caused accumulation of gasoline vapors in
the lower regions and they were set off by spark of unknown
origin. In any event, from this time on the ship was doomed.

2k Hoses from the after section of the fire main were
led out and every effort was made to combat the fire. The fire
spread aft and additional communications were gradually being jhv]
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lost. The fire main pressure dropped to 30-40 1bs. Minor -

explosions were recurring at frequent intervals, 1ncreasing tho;

fire. Whether these were from 5-inch ammunition going off or -
from further gasoline vapors could not be determined., . All -
lights forward were out and the main deck and below were full

of smoke. It was a losing fight to control the fire. The v

line to trick wheel went dead and I steered for a while with

the engines, DBoth gyros and repeaters were out and we used
the magnetic compass. :

25, At about 1600, the one remaining phone wonking"
to Main Control was getting very weak. Main Control had reportad ;;
the forward bulkhead of Afirm unit was so hot the paimtwas peeling
off in large bllisters. I gave them permission to shift to the
after spaces. Finally, about 1630, fearing I would lose all .
communication with them I ordered engineering personnel to secure
the plant and get up on deck. The safeties were opened and the ... -
shlp came to a stop. I ordered 1life rafts made ready and prep- ..
arations made to abandon ship, Fire fighting efforts were still
belng made until the engineering plant was abandoned, when all
water pressure was gone. At this time I asked Admiral FITCH - -
for destroyers to come alongside and pass over fire hoses, think-
ing we might control the fire if we got water. The Admiral
directed DD's to come alongside and slso directed me to dis-
embark excess personnel to the destroyers alongside., In response
to this the USS MORRIS came alongside and passed two hoses :
over, which were put to work, and excess personnel went down
lines to her deck. Howevwer, by this time the fire was beyond -
control. Additional explosions wére occurring; it was reported
the war heads on the hangar deck had been at a temperature of
140° F; ready bombs storage was in the vicinity of the fire and .
I considered there was danger of the ship blowing up at any !
minute. I had previously directed sick and wounded to be dis~
embarked in our whale boats and excess squadron personnel had
gone on lines to the destroyer alongside.

26, At 1707 Admiral FITCH directed me to abandon
ship. I issued the orders and orderly disembarkation began.
Boats from accompanying ships came alongside and assisted.
Preference was given to lowering wounded and injured into the
boats. MNMost of the men went hand over hand down lines over
the side and into the water on life rafts. Most of the men
were off by 1800. Admiral FITCH and myself were the last to
leave the bridge. He disembarked forward where practically all
had gone and I made & final inspection aft. I found a number = -
of men aft on the starboard side and in the port after gun gallery
where there seemed to be some difficulty; men in the water were .-
having trouble getting away from the ship due to deift. I

Y
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made a final inspection and went aft where my executive officer,
Commander SELIGMAN, reported to me all men were off the ship.
At this time a tremendous explosion about the vicinity of the
elevator shook the ship and we had to duck to avold falling
debris, I directed Commander SELIGMAN to disembark., I saw
him in the water swilmming toward an approaching motor whale
boat. Having assured myself there was no other living person . g
on the ship, I went down a line hand over hand and dropped off

into the water, to be picked up by a motor whele boat of the

USS NMINNEAPQLIS. This boat took me to the USS MINNEAPOLIS

where I reported to Admiral FITCH, :

27 The picture of the burning and doomed ship was
a magnificent but sad sight. The ship and crew had perfommed
gloriously and it seemed too bad that she had to perish in
her hour of victory. But she went to a glorious end, more
fitting than the usual fate of the eventual scrap heap or
succumbing to the perils of the sea. She went down in battle,
after a glorious victory for our forces in which the LEXINGTON
and her air group played so conspicious a pars.

28. The PHILPS was directed by the Task Force Commander
to sink the LEXINGTON by torpedoes., Five torpedoes were fired,
at least three hit, and she finally went under on an even keel,
As she went under a tremendous explosion occurred which rocked .
ships for miles around. It was the end of the LEXINGTON. These

circumstances were reported to me verbally by the Commanding
Officer of the PHELPS. ‘

29. The survivors were scattered among nearly all of
the accompanying ships. Check-ups by signal disclosed a total
of about 2735 survivors. There were no drownings in the water _
due to abandoning ship so far as known. All losses of personnel -
were due to air combat in the air group or to the bomb explosions
and fire on the ship., The preliminary total of personnel losses
subject to final check is 26 officers and 190 men out of a total
complement of 2951, This in itself is considered to be a
remarkable achievement,

CONCLUSIONS

30-1. Air bffense is definitely superior to the defense. @

30-2, Combat patrols must patrol at 20,000 feet to insure
interception prior to attack of high~flying enemy dive bombers.

30-3. Anti-torpedo Plane Patrols must keep in close to
the torpedo release point, at about 3000 feetl altitude, to insure
interception of either high or low approach torpedo planes. This‘QJ
-0 =
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employment of SED's 1s a make~shift at best; the best defense
would be to have sufficlent fighters for both a high and low
patrol. This condition will seldom be realized. In this partic-
ular attack, the Anti-torpedo Plane Patrol of SB5BP's was partially

‘effective. They shot down nine torpedo planes, four with torpedoes

aboard, four without, and one undetermined., They also shot down
two fighters., One SBD was shot down by enemy fighters. The Anti- -
torpedo Plane Patrol on the port side of the formation made all

the intercepta. It was in position 3000 yds. outside of screen

at 2000 feet., If it had been at the designated altitude of 3000
feet, it's position would have been more effective, It is
considered that the Anti-torpedo Plane Patrol of SBD's is amply
Justified as better than nothing,

30-4. Our personnel are superior in quality and skill to

the Japanese,

30-5, The ship was completely ready for the attack in
every respect. A total of 11 fighters were in the air for defense
egainst bombers, and 14 SBD's for defense against torpedo planes,
in addition to planes in the air for defeanse from the YORKTOWN.
All guns were manned and ready. Material conditlon Zed to meet
the attack was completely set., Twenty-five to thirty knots speed
was being made. All personnel were alert.

30-6, This battle definitely represented the simple
problem of carrier against carrier. Both air groups were
attacking the other's carrier at about the same time. I pre~
dicted ahead of time that it was possible for both attacks to
be successful and for both opposing carriers to be destroyed.
That is what happaned, But few of our attackins planes were
destroyed in the attack itself, whereas many of the Japanese
planes were destroyed by our fighters and AA fire in their attack
on us, The LEXINGTON remafined afloat for over seven hours and
rescued about 92% of her personnel, whereas the enemy carrier
1s believed to have sunk within the hour and to have lost a
heavy percentage of its personnel,

30-7. In this battle, the enemy had the advantage of
weather., The LEXINGTON was in a clear area, whereas the Japanese
were in a rain squall area. Nevertheless, the major part of the
LEXINGTON air attack group was able to find its objective.

30-8. Our own AA fire was, as usual, only partially

- 10 =
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.{'erroctive. The general tendency was still to use insufficlent

lead and to fire under the target.

30«9, The loss of the ship was caused by an internal
gasoline vapor explosion near Central Station below the armored
deck in the vicinity of the forward torpedo hit. This explosion
resulted from minor gasoline leaks gradually accumulating highly
exploalve vapor in the area. It was undetected, due to the '
complete sealing of the ship in Condition Zed. The adjacent
gasoline control room had been flooded and sealed with 003 as a

preventive measure, For means of preventing see recommendation
31-8 below.

30-10. The material performance was in general excellent.
No gun stoppages or material failures were reported by the
planes. The damage control features of the design of the
LEXINGTON speak for themselves; she remained afloat for over
seven hours after sustaining two torpedo hits, three bomb hits,
and two near misses and had to be finally sunk by additional

torpedo hits,

30-11, The performance of all personnel was magnificent,
I cannot say too much in praise of the conduct of the personnel,
of the officers and men of the LEXINZTON and her squadrons, The
finest traditions of the Naval service were upheld in every
respect. Llany cases of individual heroism occurred, and they
are too numerous to mention in this report. In accordance with
Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet Instructions, separate letter
is being sybmitted with recommendations for suitable awards
in these cases, However, I wish to emphasize that every last
officer and man performed his duty with the greatest credit to
himself, his family and his couantry. The country can well be
proud of their performance.

30—12; Our present methods of training and tactics are
sound, as proven by this engagement. Our attacks were successful

and except for the gasoline vapor explosion the ship would have
been saved.

RECOLMENDATIONS
e
31-1, That a new carrier, the first available, be re-named
the LEXINGTON to carry on the traditions of that great ship.

31-2. That the officers and men survivors of the LEXINGTON
and her air group be retained together as a unit, to man the new
LEXINGTON. This will be of the utmost value for morale, not only

of these men but for the country as a whole, and will best utilize
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this group of well-frained,.seasoned, and tested officers and
men. .

31-3., That all carriers be 1mmsd1ately £1l1led to their
allowance of 27 fighters,

31l=4. That combat patrols patrol at 20 000 feet when
enemy dive bombing attack is expected.

31-5. That Antietorpedo Plane patrols be stationed at
not more than 3000 yds. from the carrier at 3000 feet altitude
for protection against both high and low level torpedo planes.
Fighters should be used for this if available.

31-6., That fighters and torpedo planes of greater par-
formance be provided to carriers as soon as possible.

31-7. That every effort be made to strengthen the air

defense of carriers without sacrificing their offensive
strength.

31-8. That damage control instructions to all ships’
contain the following:

Whenever structural damage occurs in the general vicinity
of gasoline tanks, possibility of accumulation in confined
spaces of dangerous concentrations of gasoline vepors exists,
The following immediate steps must be taken to prevent des-
tructive explosions:

l. Pump all gasoline tanks in the vicinity overboard or to
tanks in an undameged area and keep them flushed with :
salt water, |
2. Take all steps practicable to prevent sparks anywhere
near the damaged area. |
3. Ventilate the damaged area thoroughly by all practicable
meang, including bilge pumps, even though it involves
partially breaking material condition Zed in that area.

31-9, That additional fire fighting apparatus be installed
- on carriers, preferably separated units of diesel powered fire

~ pumps and hoses, so that entire reli-ance is not placed on the
fire mains.,

31-10. That more rescue breathing or oxygen smoke helmets
be provided. Several nundred should be the minimum and all men
trained in their use.
w12 f‘g
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Subject: Report of Action - The Battle of the Coral Sea,

7 and 8 May 1942.
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_ SUMMARY OF RESULTS

32, Enemy Damage May 7th:
By LEXINGTON Air Group:

1 carrier (RYUKAKU) sunk, In addition probably all her
rlanes were lost and practically all personnel.

4, zero enemy fighters (type zero) shot down at 1745.

2 probable enemy zero destroyed at 1745,

1l type 97 VF at scene of carrier attack (VB-2).

1 type 97 Vr at scene of carrier attack (Vb-2).

1 3=-place seaplane probable, near scene of carrier
attack (VF-2).

2 VF type 97 by VF-2 at scene of attack on enemy carrier.

Total: ; -
1l CV, (presumably 80 planes); 11l planes additional in
combat (part of 80), These losses do not include
planes shot down by YORKTOWN planes.

Our Losses, lay 7th:

1 SbED shot down by enemy fighters at scene of attack.

1 SED daraged at scene of attack, force-landed on
Rossel Island. Pilot and gunner may be safe.

1l VF shot down by zero fighters at 1745.

Total:
3 planes, crew of one of which may be safe.

33. Enemy Losses, May 8th:

1 carrier (SHOKAKU) probably sunk with all planes and
heavy loss of personnel.

L VT shot down in vicinity of LEXINGTON (by Ad).

1 VT shot down in vicinity of LEXINGTON (VB-2).

By VF=2: Certain: ¢

2 VS at enemy carrier,

1l VF, type 00, at enemy carrier.
1 VP, Me-109, over LEXINZTON.

1 VF, 00, over LEXIN-TON.

l vF, 0, over Lexington.

= 3=
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Probable:

2 VF, type 00, at enemy carrier.
1 VP, Me-109, over LEXINGTON.

1 vr, 96, over LEXINGTON. :

1l VT, over LEIINGTON.

' By V8-2:

4L VT with torpedoes near LEXINGTON.

4 VT without torpedoes near LEXINGTON. o
1 VT or VB without bombs or torpedoes near LEXINGTON, = .
2 VF near LEXINGTON. e

2 V?, type 97, shot down by VT-2 on return from attack.

Total:

- 1 CV, {presumably 80 planes) probably sunk; 29 planes
additional in combat (part of 80). These losses do not
include planes shot down by YORKTONN planes (or AA
fire in vicinity of YORKTOWN).

| Our lLosses, May 8th:
1 carrier (LEXINGTON) sunk, but with 92% personnel and

18 planes saved (planes landed on YORKTO/N).
7 VF shot down at scene of attack on enemy. C
1l VT lost, out of gas returning; personnel may be safe,
3 SBD lost, out of gas returning; personnel may be safe,
1 SBED lost, shot down as Anti-torpedo Plane Patrol at
LEXINGTON.

Total:
12 planes, personnel of 4 of which may be safe.

. e It is believed the above figures speak for them-

selves and that on the 7th and 8th of May, the LEXINGTON and
her air group achieved two great victorles in our country's
cause and that her performance will go down in the annals of
the Navy as an outstanding example of devotion to duty and
successful accomplishment of a mission.

- 1F -
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-Subject: Report of Action, The Battle of the Coral Sea,
' 7 and 8 May 1942.

35. This report of these actions is as accurate as
-I can determine at this time, I have obtalned written state-
. ments from key personnel and can elaborate on any points if
- further details are desired, especially on material matters,
If my recommendation to keep the officers and crew together
is approved, it will facilitate supplemental reports.

36, The question of whether or not the SHOKAKU is

sunk may be controversial at this writing. No report of any .f x

sighting of the SHOKAKU since the attack has been received.
All information in my possession points to the probability

of the only carrier proceeding away from the area being the

damaged ZUIKAKU, which has been reported from radio intelli-

gence, From the reports of pilots at the scene, stating she
was settling, on fire, circling but rapidly loosing all way,
unless positive information otherwise exists, I believe the
SHOKAKU sank shortly after the attack.

e Ao

FREDERICK C, SHERMAN,.

Copies herewith for:
Cominch
OpNav
ComTaskFor 17

By separate registered mail:
ComTaskFor 11 _ é’

\
-

Com@arPacFlt
CO YORKTOWN
Buaer,
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SECRET e

From: Executive O0fficer, U.3.S. LEXINGEON.
To : Commanding Offioer.

Subject: Action in the Coral Sea, May 8 1943 -
report of.

Referencs: (a) Article 948, U.S. Navy Raegulations, 1920,

Enclosure: (A) Recommendation for Awards.

1. ' It 1s improbable that I can add any fects wlith
which the Commanding Officer is not already conversent relative
to the subject action up to the completion of the Japanese
aerial attack. Accordingly this report will be confined to events
which came undar my observation, or those of which I was cog- |
nizant subsequent to the attack and regarding which ths COmmanding :
Officer may requirs further information.

. B Shortly zfter 1120 a bomb, of at lesst five
hundrzd = or perhaps ons thousand - pounds detonated Jjust abaft
number six gun on the forward port five inch battery. This hit
rondersd the dbattery inaffective, killing the entire crew of
gun number six, and killing or wounding thirteen men on guns
number two and four. Several were also killsd and wounded
inboard In the passagaevay on the mein deck. At ths same time
I balleve that pesrt of the preset five inch ammunition in the
"Rz2ady" locker in the Cabin dstonated which added to thse destruo-
tion, PFire startsd on the gsun platforms and swept througzh the
Adriiralts Cablin and aurroundinﬂ Ersde

Se I left the bridge shortly aftesr the explosion
and proceedad to the vicinity of that fire. The repair party
funetioned efficiently and the fire was rapidly brought under
control.

4, ALDYXO was used with good effect from the flight
deeck and fires in the battery wsre extinguished guickly. The
non snzaged in fire fizhting completely disregarded the extreme
denzer to which thay wers sxposed from exploding five inch
arrmonition.

Se The same was trus of the rascue partles who
carsd for thoss injured rost efficiently.
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Action in the Corasl 3ez, May 8, 1942 - report of.

Comnander .. Gilmnre, (5¢), U.S. Navy, and
Commender W/.Cs Trojeakowski, (C), U.3. Havy, were probably
killed in the pessazeway by the blast of the first bomb, or
possibly by exploding five ineh emmunition,

7 It was evident soms personnel in the coding
room on the starbozrd side suffsred severely from the effects
of this blest, but the number of casualties is not known,

3. I had been zdvised that there was another fire
in the forwerd starboard llarine compartment, and one near ths
incinerator, in thse same vieinity, and I proceseded there as
soon as possible. The fire in the llarine oompartment had been
loc=1ized and uaa not danzsrous end no sign of fire was then
obsarved neer the ineinerator.

9 A bomb hid struck neer the Glg boat pooket on
the port =lde with severe sffects on persomnnel. The fire was,-
howsver, qulekly and eoffactively handled,

10, »8 soon &s the fires appeered to be In hend I
conferzred with the First Lisutenant, Lieutenent Commander Healy,
in uentrsl Station. e advised me reogarding the demage sustained
«nd the genersl situation =3 follows:

(s) TFires and bomb hits elready mentioned, all under
control.

(b) Cxnz or narh ps t.;0 torpedo hits on the port sida at
about freme sighty-six, which had caused considerable
drnezge in number four fireroom end some small flooding
in numbers two =nd six. Situation under control.

Fossibly en ecdditionsl domb or torpedo hit forward on

tha port sids, but no sizns of interior demazs hed

been discovered. 4All other torpadoes had apparently
2en dodzed by skiliful hendling of tha ship.

Urnengazsed repelr pnrty peraon:al viere naking a care-
ful insoeculon and checking water tight integrity.

Yo sisns vere evident of zany demage to the sgasoline
svsten. This system was controlled by the Air Depzrt-
ment end preventive msasures yere taken ag Indicated
belovw.

7
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Subject: Aotion in the Corsl Ses, May 8, 1942 - report of.

The Damage Control orgsnization was functioning
smoothly and effectively end there .;as no apparent ceuse for
concern although inspection of all eriticszl points wes in progress.
I reported this situation driefly and agzin proceeded telow
decks with the 1ldsa in mind of reessuring myself as rezexrds the
removal of those wounded. The latter were repildly being evacuated
to dressing statlions and to the Sick Bay. Thae work of rescus
parsonnel cennot be too highly commended.

12, After reessuring myself as to the fires I deter=
mined to vislt the dressing stetions and the Sick Bay to obtein
en ldea the number and condition of cesualties, I had just
entered the hatch leading to the Sick Bay forvard when & teriffio
blast occurred (apperently eft and below me}. The forcz of
this blast was sufficient to blow 18 throush the scuttle. I
em told that this happened at 1247 althouzh I had been complete-
ly unawere of the passing of time. As I was not injured I
proceeded aft on the second deck to endeavour to loccte the source
of the explosion. 4 severe fire was burning in the C.P.0. pass-
azgeway and at other polnts in the office area. It i/as especlally
severs near thc Gunnary Office, but thare,sss no indicuation of
fire below the second deok et this time.

13. The forward firs hoses had no pressure, but hoses

wera soon led from eft and an effort made to control -the fire

in the area. Comrunications were sesvered except one ship's
service phone to the bridge, and Central Station could not be
contacted. None of thosa present realized for some time thet
the orizinal blast hed occurred below the armored deck, dut it
soon beceme evident that such was the case end thet the Zires
above were more or less incldentzl, but rone ths less most
savare and spreadinz repidly.

14, The initial explosion ;as soon followed by
anothar somewhat less severe, but by this tinme heet, smoke, end
zas oconditions were so bad as to make It lumpossible for uen
not ejuipped with rescus breathers to enter the area. The smell
supply of rascus breathers and oxygen bottles aveilable 1n_tha
ship's allowance was soon exhsusted, but the men and officers
of the repeir parties, augmented by men fron the Hir Depa;tment,
and deck divisions, continued to enter the smoke, flene, end ges
fiiled compartments only with s=s naskse The latter were

39
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~Subjeot: Action in the Coral Sea, Lay 8, 1942 - report of.

inadequate. Carbon lonoxide wes undoubtzdly present and 5as
masks were totally ineffectivse., During this periecd thers were
successive minor explosions, some apparently from five ilnch
ammunition In the C.P.0. country. Others from the vicinity of
the original blast.

15. The lack of water from the forwerd hosss was an
almost insurmounteble handiceap, but 1t is believed that the
original fire on the second deck might heve baen controlled if
it had not been for new fires sterted by freguent subsequent
explosions. Meanwhile it had been discovered that the iritial
blast had probably occurred somewhere in the vicinity of Central
Station and that the additional detonstlons 1n thet arsa had
started fires below the armored deck.

16. At this time Lt-Cdr. O0'Donnell, the Gunnery
Officer, hed procursd two additionel hoses from aft. These
hoses wers led into ths scuttles of the five inch ermurition
hoists to starboard, and the lest avellable hose ves led into
the dumb walter of the food distribution room in en ettempt
to flood the C.,P.0. country. Good pressure vas nairntsined on
thesz2 hoses for a short tins ond 1t wvuas hoped that sufficient
water could be gotten balow to flood the erées on fire forwerd of
the quarterdsck end check the spresd of ths bleze. Tnder
exlsting conditions it wes irpossible to combat it othsrviise.

17, Lt-Cdr. O0'Donnell, after inspection, advised ne
that the lMachlne Shop area was partielly flooded, end thers were
no fires in thet vicinity, which wes sncourazins.

189 Lt{je) ReC. Dictuer, the V-1 Division Cfficer,
who was in cherze of the gesoline system, haed detzrminzd shertly
efter the conpletion of the attack thet thz system oa the
starboard side was functloninz satisfactorily. The ges systsu
on the port zide hed bsen ss oured Just subssquent to the attack
es a precautionary mecsure. well beforz ths teriffic blsst at
1445 h= hed ordsred thet the zes control rooyg on the port sids
be floodsd +wilth watsr and smoothered with C0%. 2o sesoline wes
in the system on tuis sids above ths ariscred deck =rd it wes

conpletely szcured.
19. At this tine 1t eppsered thst the siivetion,
while it uss sxtrsmsly greve, might rot bs hopeless if sufficient
water could be obtained. I proceedsd to the flight deck for
some air a5 I haG besn considersbly weakenzd by the effects of

smoke,
» . 39
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Shortly after I reached the deck, and was stending
on the forward alavator, another explosion oocurred. - It was
apparantly from the starboard side just forward of the elsvator
well. The elevator was jammed up, but sheets of fleme could be
s2en belowy through cracks at the edges. s
21, A hose from aft was obtained and led to the top of

the elevator. This water seemed to have some effect on the fire
in the well. § Vot 02T

22. I asked Cerpenter Nowek to insure that all haﬁgar
deck sprinklers were turned on, and Lt-Cdr. 0'Donnell saw that
the "Rsedy" torpedo wer heads on the mezzanine ware sprinkled.

23, The hengar deck was very hot by this time end
the firs a8 slowly spreading aft although the hose forward
appearsd to have assisted in the elevator well a&s steam was

evident, &£xplosions in the vieinity of the elevator well recurred fr?
every few minutes, o

24, It soon became necassary to evacuate the hangar
deck aft due to heat and smoka and many wounded were brought from
the fusslage dsck to ths top side,. '

25. Lt. Roach, {LiC), U.S. Navy, was in chargs of about
twenty or twenty five wounded men st this station. Ltse Roach,
Hirsch, Alr Depertment, and resoue personnel evacuated all with
utter disregard for their own safety. ' '

26. Lt Roech and his party could see a violent fire
in the elevator -;ell and deck pletes wera cherry red forward
orior to rsmoval to ths topside. The water supply to the hoses
leadinz to the top of the clevetor now feiled. Pressure on the
hoses forward, leading into the emmunition hoists, had also
failed. =Explosions continued with Increasing freguency in
various sections. Tha msin deck forward was completely impassable.
The situation bscamz momentarily more desperate.

27 Ths forward part of the ship was ablaze, both
abova and beloy the armored deck with absolutely no msans left
to f£ight the firs which was now spreading aft on the hangar deck.
Tt was irevitable that the tuenty odd torpedo war heads on the
mszzanine of the hanzar deck must eventually detonate. :

jo
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Subject: actlon in the Coral Sea, May 8, 1942 - report of, "
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I therzfore instructed Ensisn Dowling to cast .

loose the lifs rafts and be prepared to distribute them for-
. ward end aft. “

29. One sound powser phona to main control was still
functioning, but communication iras not good and it appeered
thet the heat nizht ground it out at any moment. Accordingly I
sent word to the Chisf Anzinecer that it wight bscome necessary to .
avcndon ship., and ordsred that the life rafts be placed in
the nettings and unocoupied personnsl distributed forward and
et on the starbosrd side as ths ship was listing ebout seven
dszrees to port. ' '

30, I than procseded to the dbridge end reported the
sltuztion to the Cormmanding OfTicer, and recommended securing
the Znzinseriny plant as I was fearful that all means of escape
would soon ba cut off. The Commanding Offieer immediately
orderad that ths Ingineering Dspartment be secured and personnel
evacuated to ths flight deck, :

3le hls was done most sefficiently and as far as
can be determinsd all of the personnel who were alive escaped.

32, a5 ths majority of the ship's company was aft
on the flizht deck, I proceeded to that area end with the assist~
ance of tha other officers made the best possibles distribution
for diszmbarkation. )

334 Lisanwhile the U.S.oe MOGRIS was evacueting the
wounded forward on the starboard slde. O0ther wounded had besen
pleced in the ship's motor whaleboats. The behavior of all
hands czannot be too highly commended. It was a megnificent
dlspley of coolness cnd courage in the face of Imminent destruce
tion.

34, Lr. Stanley Johnston, representative of the
Chicazo Tribuns, behaved with conspicuous courage throughout
the action and durling the subsejuent trying perlod. IHIe rescued
at least one seriously burned and blinded men from a smoks
and flume £illed compartment. e was observed severywhere
landinz aid to the wounded, procuring life jeckets, cyatting
chaerfully with men on dsck and otherwise assisting with
areat wifficiency. ile weas zmongz the last to leave the ship

4
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aftar which he spent a considarable time in a boat assisting in
the rescue of personnel in the water. -

_ 30 Squadron personnel had taken pneumetloc life rafts
from eilreraft, lines were rigged over both sides and all wes in
readiness to abandon ship vhen orders should bs received. Besides
1ife rafis, all available matresses were provided to serve as
addltional flotation for personnel,

36, At approximately 1703 the Captain geve the order
to abandon ship. It was & sad end for all of us.

37 Later events proved, however, thet the decision
was wise and was reached in time to disembark the crew during
daylizht and prior to the extremely violent explosions which
took place 1ater.

38, Again I must comment on the herolsm of personnel.
It was an inspiration. The first thought of all was for the
wounded.

394 *  Repeated inspections vere mede by officers and

men to assure that none :tere left behind. Iieny men end officers
were reluctant to leave and had to bs ordsred %o go over the
slde. Just prior to sunset all but helf s dozen men wers off the
ship. The Conwmanding Officer had come aft once, but had nmaede
severel trips forwsrd to see that all hands were clesr, I
obsarved about twenty or twenty five mer on life rafts or in

the water under the port counter. 3o&ts had attempted to pick
them up but for some reason were not successful.

40. . A Destrover ceme up on the port cuarter and shot
over a twenty-one thread menile lins with loops in the end. T
leaned ovar the nets and dropped this line in ths vielinity of
the rafts and vhen the men took it I went forward on the port
side to look for stragglers.,

41, Followina this I looked about for the Commending
Officer who had zone 78ll forward snd sew him approaching Lt.
lewes and two or three othars at the after zur mount on ths
starboard side., They would not leave thsa ship until orderesd
— %0 80 50,
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a2, Lt-Cdr, Peul ¥, Remsey was in & small boet astern

end I weved to him from the ramp hopinz thet he would spot the
Captain end myself who were now alone on board. -All others who
were alive had left the ship.

43, The Commending Officer dirczcted ms to leave as
soon as he came eft. As I was doing so there was a trsmendous
roar, sheets of flame came out of the starboerd side above end
balow the after l.)l mount. Debris flew high in the air, and in
all directions.

44, I s1id down the line and dropped about ten feet
into ths water where Lt-Cdr. Ramsey picked me upe.

a5, A few minutes leter the same boat picksd up the
Captain end took us to the U.S.5. LIII.EAPOLIS.

46, It may not bs inappropriate for me to teke this
occasion to mention the efforts made in our behalf by the entire
ship's company of that vessel. The wonderful troatment received
at the hands of officers and riec will long be remembered by
thoss of us who reached har &nd remaired on board until our
arrivel at IOUMEA. .

47, Approxlnately twenty scven hundred olfficers eand
men gbandonad ship in an incredibly short period. It is not
believed that any men wes lost due to drowning efter ~oing
overboard,

46, 3oeat crews from other ships were untiring iz thelr
efforts to rescue all,

49, All records hevinz been destroyed, crd at this
writirg the ezact nuaber of losses cin only bs estimatzd, but
it is believed the®t the totel 111 not be more then twenty five
officers and one hundred ninety men.

CCLCIISIONS

1, it is my Oﬁinion, bcsed on reports of FHAQonnal
in the vicircity, that the 2Tfz3cis of the extremwely heavy
explosion et 1247 csused the loss of our ship.

- 8 -
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Those present in the Central Station area’ have desoribed -
the occurence in a manner that carn lead to but one conclusion.
on my part. £ e

I believe that the torpedo'which struck the poft side at il
gbout frame 63 rupturad some of the gasoline tanks end the :
fresh water tanks surrounding them. ’

Ths mining effect demaged the inboard bulkhead slightly.
Behind this were the I.C. Motor Generator room and the gas
control room. - : _ -

Gasoline spread through the fresh water tanks, thence
gaeped throuzh small leaks in the inboard bulkhead into the
I.C. Liotor Generator room and the gas control room. The ges~
oline vaporized upon reeching the air and the vapor concentrat-
ion built up very slowly. . '

I do not know how lonz the dilution by 002 can be expected =
to last, The tendsnocy of the gesolins vepor to sink to the o
lowest leval may have prevented 1ts discovery prior to the

time the concentretion re:cched the point where a highly explog=
ive nmixturs was produced. '

It is belioved, ho.ever, that the I.C. Motor Generator
room and the zas control room gradually became, to all intents

and purposes, & hugs bomb which was® zrobably detonated by =
commutator sparks. - _

This detonation blew flames and vapor through tha gas vent
plpes which 124 into the C.F.0. country and started the firss
there. a4t least ona of the pipes was badly ruptured. It also
completsly demolished the I.C. room cnd bedly demaged Central
Station and adjacant compartments. Further, it severed all
communications to Central Station, rendered the ship's servioce
gﬁﬁne gystem almost inoperative and caused complete loss of water

OI'wal'Ce

Danmage Control personnel were placed undsr a teriffic
hzndlcap. :

Subsequent sxplosions, probebly czused by additioneal
saepene, and lack of mezns of combating the firss rssulting.
from thaess and other detonztions on the second and hangar
decks doomed the shipe.
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I must reitsrate that the above concluslion is not basad
on my personal obssrvation on the spot. It was arrived at
after ssveral days discussion and investigation.

Ze All knovm precautions were taken both before
and aftar the attack to pravent the development of such a
situstion. It is possivls if communications end the :E'o:t"e\arr:lr:t
watar supzly had not been destroyad at the first blast st 124#
that the ghip misht have bean saved.

e The herolec offorts made by men of the repair
partias, eond thoss assisting them who came from other depert-
ments, cannot bs forgotten. Thay faced death from many sources
end entsrsd creas vhers the frequancy of explosions ¢reated
fresh hazards sach moment.

4. All of the Individuel cases of herolsm and . =
devotion to duty will probably never bs revealed. I am, however,
subaitting hers:ith an enclosure recormending speclal awards C
in ceses that have come to ny attention to date. Others will
undoubtddly comz to light and approprlate recommendations will

be mad3s in the prenisss when this occurs.

De That the best interssts of the Nation will be
garvad by retaining the ship's company of the LELINGTON 1ntact e
to mon the first availabls new carrlier., That the latter should =
b3 repnamsd "LELIITGI0INM.

6. I an proud end happy to have served under your
comnmand snd to heve had es shipmates officers and men who soO
gallantly upheld our nmerican end Maval Treditlions., Our sad-
ness zt the loss of the IZATNCGTOII, and that of our shipmates
who =ave thelr lives for their country is inexpressible. I
baliava however, that the vietories to which the ship under your
conriand contributec to such a great degrse compensates us in
sons msesura for our losses.
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e rlggg ENDORSEMENT to: :
e . Axecutlve cer, USS LEXINGTON
Secret ltr. Al6-3/CV2 dated -

w llfl 1942 . * . '

From: The Commanding Officer.

To The Secretary of the Navy.

Via : (1) Commander Task Force Eleven.

(2) Commander Task Force Seventeen,
(3) The Commander-in-Chief, U.S., Pacific Fleet,

Sub jeot: Action in the Coral Sea, May 8, 1942 =
report of.
i 1. Forwarded in accordance with Article 2029, )

. U.S. Navy Regulations. Enclosure was retained by the
Conmanding Officer.

‘*aﬂwﬁbuilfQq;dsabnna~ahﬁhh

FREDERICK C, SHERMAN

Al16-3/FB2-1 UNITED STATES PACIFIC ¥LEET
Flagship of COMMANDER CARRIER DIVISION ONB

May 19, 1042,

2nd En sment to:

xecutive cer S3 LEXINGTON
Secret ltr. us—s}cva dated

May 14, 1942,

The Commander Task Force ELEVEN.,
(Commandsr Carrier Division ONE)
To The Secrstary of the Navy.

Via (1) Comnmander Task Force SEVENTEEN.
(2) The Coomender-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Aéé&ﬁﬁ!%ﬁf&%?:;%;ilex,

Forwarded.
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