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Mt ¥May 18, 1942,

From: The Senior Line Petty Officer, U.S.S. SINMS,

{(Robert James Dicken, C,S M., U.5. Havy)
To : The Seeretary of the Havy.
Via : The Commender U,S. Submarines, Eastern Australia.
Subject: Personal observations of SIMS #409 disaster,
1, On May 7, I was serving as Chief Signalman on

board the U.S5.8. SIHS. We were employed convoying the U.S,
Ravy Tanker HEOSHO when attacked by Japanese planes, bombed
and sunk, After several days we were picked up by %he U.5.8.
HENLEY and while enroute to Brisbane Australia, I prepared

a report which I gave to the Commanding officer of the v.8.8.
EEOSHO who had been taken off by the U.S.S. HENLEY.,

That report 1s as follows:

"At Sea
May 13, 1942,

From: Dicken, R.J., C.S.E., U.S.N.
To - The C.D. U.S.S8. Heosho.

Subject: Personal cbservations of Sims #409 disaster.

On May 7 at 0930 I was in the Chief's quarters and
heard a man in #1 handling room exelaim that a bomb had
1it right elongside. General Qnarters sounded immediately
and duty gun opened fire., Upon reaching bridge the other
guns had commenced firing on herizontal bembers, Recog-
nition signals were attempted but no reply.

There were a large number of our shells wnich falled
to burst at the beginning of the attack but after several
rounds, number unknewn, the fuse settings sesmed to be K
operating satisfactory as bursts were obgerved near the
enemy planes,

At begimning of attack Sims went to full speed and
patrolled on either bew of tanker, Our gun flre. seemed
very effeetive in keeping the planes high and on the move,

Observed one bomb score near miss, port side, amidships.
No damage reported., One casualty, siight shuulier wound,
on #2 gun., Masn treated during 1ull and returned to gup.




YRR T | llay 18, 1942,

Sub ject: ~Personal obssrvations of SIMS #409 disaster,

High level attack lasted ten to Ffifteen minutes,

For next two hours several Radar contacts made, distance
fifteen to twenty miles, but no plemes appeared,

#1 gun appeared to be blistered.

About 1155 planes approached, identification attempted
and upon no response the order to commence fire was given,
Enemy planes began dive bombing attack on tanker, A steady
rate of fire was maintained from all 5" guns.

About 1215 Sims received direct hit on or near after set
torpedo tubes, DBomb apparently plerced deek and exploded :
in after engine room., Deck buckled forward of after deck. |
house, Rader Pell ecross gig. Received two more hits, :
one on after deck house, port side forward, which a peared
to have caused only local damage, gnothar hit on. #ﬁi-
caused local damage. #1 and #2 gune were contimuing to -
fire by loecal contrel.

Personell was ordered off bridge and reported to Assis-
tant Chief Engineer Ensign Techns who ordered us to take
off our shees snd put motor whale boat in water,

Fumerous fireroom persomnel seemed uninjured by first
hit in engine room, Thls force assisted in lowering boat,

Two men in boat when lowered, Boat begen drifting clear of
gide, I went over the side, swam %o boab, toak tillar and
began picking up personnel 1n'w@ter.

The Captain, s8till on bridge, ordered me aft to try to
get aboard to haod after magazines and extinguish fire on
after deck house, Thls wap neoessary due -to fact ‘that main

- deck between after deck house end’ maehﬁns shop was awasgh, .

An attempt was made to get aboerd, ~Ship began gettling
from aft, whaleé boat pulled cleare@d and tmmediately-after-
wards the- boilers blew up followsed by aneﬁhar bu$ sn&ller
explosien. The ship broke in two ‘parts;

8 All men that were not apparently deaa were taken abeard
& search made for two life rafts with from ten to twemty = = -
] (total) men abgerd, We then pracebﬁva to tenker-and placed
| " ' ourselves under that eomﬁand %hare'ware fifteen Slns *
i - gnrvivors in boat., - ~ T
1 " T have guestioned SIms survtvora for mnre data bnt no SR
further infbrmatian available, ' ke

- f} Respectfully submitted 1k
Robert James Bicken C.8.M."

1 2. T never saw any sign of panic., Everyone was
§ on their stations doing their job and the whole ship worked
‘ as a well orgasized unit until the end. Discipliine was ex-
cellent.
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Sub ject: Personal observations of SIMS #409 disaster.
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3 There are a few outstanding things that I can
remember in aeddition to the above report:

The number one gun crew stood by their gun
and kept up a steady rate of fire after the paint on their
gun was burning and the ship was at such an angle that the
decks were awash, The Chief Engireer was wounded severely
but carried out several duties under extremely difficult
conditions. . He tried to fire the foarward set of torpedo
tubes to’ asaist the Captain in lightening the ship and to
remove the danger of the torpedoes expleding aboard, He
also extinguished the fire on the torpedo deck house at the

'time. One outstanding act was done by an enlisted man named

E.F. MUNCH, MM2¢, just before he jumped over the side to be
picked up ﬁy ny Boat he secured a depth charge 1o the deck
so it would not go ever the side or aoniﬁentally explode on
deck.

4, . The last I saw of the COmmanding officer he
was standing on the bridge when the ship was blown up by
the explosion., He showed an example of courage throughout
the entire ansagement .

B . . um~§bn$ha baat of my knawleﬁga ana beliaf all
unatar rolls; .Xog books mmd valmable pspers went down with
the “SIMS. Ws 4id not have any bocks or papers in my boat
at all. My bosat maa\not losded with a view to permanently
abandoning ship, .The Captain belisved that he could save
the ship and was doing everthing in his power to do so right
up until the ship blew wp and sank,

6. During the entirs four days of herd wark in
the boat, part of which time we were &longside the NEQSHD,
and part alaar of the NEOSHO, the conduct of the men was
very good, We dld the best we could to provision the boat
and prepare 1t for sea, For the first three days we were
repairing the 18 inech hole in the boat,

7e Our small boat was left tied up alongside the
NEOSHO when we were taken aboard the HENLEY, When the
FEOSHO wag fired on and purposely sunk, this boat went down

with her,
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No property of any kind remains of the SIMS,
8. . To the best of my knowleige end belief the -
following are the only survivors of the U.S5.S, SIMS:
NAME __RATE SERVICE NO
VESSIA, V.Jd. F2e Unknown
LAWES, J. Jr. Sea2c Unknown
TEYEBAIIGH JW, R¥Se Unknown
GOBER A'C.. Sea2c Unknown
CHMIELEWSKI, J. Fleo Unknown
SCOTT, M. P3e Unknown
iI J, G. Sea20 Unknown
ERNST, G. E FO3c Unknown :
SAVAGE, FC30 Unknown ;
MUNCH, E.F. MM2e Unknown'
GAHOI.E V.F. Mi2e Unknown
REII.L!' T.P. WTle Unknown
CILAEK, (Unknown) CY Unknown
PELIES, E.M. Sea2o Unknown
.DIGKEII R .T. C3M¥ Unknown
I an the senlor petty offieer in this
group of survivors. Of this list two men: o.r new dead,
they are: Chief Yeoman CLARK, who died the first night’
we were in the boat and P , B.M,, who died in ‘the
sick bay on beard the HENLEY., To the best of my knowledge 3

and belief there are no other survivors of the SIMS., ¥l

i o Mo

es Dioken CSM,
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A16-3/IAR COMMANDER DESTROVER SGUADRON ONE (90-By)
Seringl (00185) 6 Fleet Post Office

San Frsneisco, California
D E( ;5_‘.-:‘4-9:‘ SE Fg ED May 22, 1942.

From: The Commzander Destrover Squadron ONE,

: (Comiender Task Unit 17.2.4). _
To i The Comsnéer-in-Clhief, United States Fleet.
Vi : (1) The Coimender Cruiser Divisiom SII,

(Commender Task Group 17.2).

(2) The Comwender Cruisers, Frcific Fleet,
(Commander Teasl: lorce SEVENTEEN).

(3) Tie Coarmsnder-in-Ciiief, U.S. Pacific Flest.

Subject: Engapenent with Japanese Force 7-8 doy, 1942
in Coral Sea.

Reference: (a) U.S.Navy Reguls tions, aArt. 712 and 762.
{b) ComTassFor SEVENTEXR 2N Secret Operation
Order 2-42, Serial (007NW) of Mey 1, 1942,

EHCLOSURE: (4) Tracic Chert of encagewent on Mey 8, 1942,
i Task Unit 17.2.4 {Atteck Group) was composed

originally of the PIELPS, DEWEY, AYLWIN, FaRBAGUT snd MNOINLGE.N.
rowever, the FARRAGUT was detsched at 0700, 7 May, to join the
Support Group end the MHOKRsGiL.iT was detached 0100, 8 Msy, to
tunt ror survivors of the NaOSO,

2. In compliance with reference (8), the following
report of events occurring during 7-8 Msy, 1942, is submitted:
On the norglng of 7 May, Task rforce SEVINTEEN wss procseding on
course 290~ True at 22 knots in Cruising Disposition Victor,

7 MaY, 1942

0700 sUSTRALIA, GlIC4GO, LOBART, PERCINS end FaRRLGUT left
forne tion to nrocesd to-vicinity of Jomard Passage.

Q715 Formed Cruising Disposition Vietor., Sxy overcast with
frequent rain squalls. Sea woderate.

0718 Citanged course and axis to 025O Trae.

0730 Following message sent to FIELEL, DEWEY by Comdesron
OWE: "FOR LIR oTT4CE 110VE T0 CIRCLE 3 BuUT7ZEMN CRUISERG™.

0800 Posit. 13-09 S., 152-27 E.
T
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26000 DECEASSIFIED 2, 0.5

Subject: Ensacenent witl., Japanese Horce 7-8 Mav, 1942
in Corel Ses.

7 MAY, 1942 (Cont'd)

0925 Signal received: "EMNE:Y CONTACT 20V L4CA Li%. 10-06 S
152-00 E INEMY COURZE 140 SPLED 20U,

09590 YORATO'H agke d LELINGTON over TBS: "DO TOU INTEND
LAUKCLING TORPEDO 1D FIGIITERS IN ATTACK GROUPT™?
Answer: "I INTEND LAUNG TG TORPUDO PLLMES 1D FIGETTERS
IIT 4TTACK GROUP™. '

0955 LEXTRGTON 2nd YOREKTO'/N commenced louncking planes for
attack on previously renorted force.

1020 LEATNGTON and YORKTOYN completed launching. Approxi-
mately 100 planes in attack group.

1107 Received report the t NEOSIIO snd SIMNS hed been under
heavy bombinz atteck,

1128 Sighted smoke end flemes besring 012 True, distance
10 miles. Our position 12-35 S., 155-51 E. (Lieutenant
( junior grade) Richard CROWIILLEN, U.S.Navy, from
TORKTO'H taken on board next duy, reported tl.is simioke
wag from four-motored enemv bomber si.ot down by himselfl
end wing mate).

1200  Posit. 12-34 S., 154-56 ¥,

1240 YORKTOVI received following message on plsne frequency:
"SCRATCII ONE FLAT TOF SIGNED BOB".

1310 YORKTO™N and LELINGTON aircraft returned from attack
on enemv force snd were recovered, One enemy aircraft
carrier reported sunk.

1408 Crenzed course and sxis to 225 True, spead 1k Lnots,

1749 Unidentifi&:é aircraft reported bearinn 130 True,
distance 20 miles,

1535 Unidentified aircratft reported bearing 170 True,
distance 13 ziles, and 275 True, distence 19 miles.

1840 llessaze recsived over TDS froa YORETOWN: #BL OH
ALERT TFOR IKDLY TOAT DO FLANE AWTACHY,

- D
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Serial (00185} May 22, 1942.

Subject: Engagement with Jepanese Force 7-8 Mav, 1942
in Corel Sea.
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7 MaY, 1942 (Cont‘d)

1850 LEXINGTON and YORKIOWN commenced recovering ccuabat
patrol, using landing lights.

1857 DEWEY reported over TBS that & mpparently Jopanese
planes were circling formetion. Carriers turned out
lighte. Vieibility wee very low st T is tiue.

1504 3 unidentified aircraft witis rounded wing tins and
lights on flew over PLELYS. The outline of tliese
planes were detewuined vi.en tl-ev were silhoustted
nomenterily asgelinst an open patch in the sky,
Comvmncer Destrover Snqusdron OME, over TBS, ssked
Comien der Task Force SEVENTEEN {YORKTO™N) if sny
planes other then sware wing tipped fi.jhters were
in the air. LI,JJNGTOI\ TES was not functionins at
thig time anc a few ainutes elapsed before YORTOUN
answered over TBS thet only suvusrse wing tipped figliters
were In the air. At aboub tiils ticme, tracers from
machine gun Tire were si-hted on port bow of YORKTOVN
at about 1,000 feet. It was quite dark st tiiis tiae,

1907 YORKTO"'N anc¢ one of the cruisers opened heavy hL.4. fire
on enemy planes previously sighted.

1910 PIELPS opened fire with forward 171 on enemay plane.
No hiits observed. ALl plenes in elr hed turaned off
lithts at t ig time.

1920 All plenes 1n #ir diseyxared fron view.

2000 Pogit., 13-10 8., 154-13 E., course 115 True.

8 MAY, 1942

Froceedins on courss 1ll5 True, speed 20 hnots.

0100 MOWA (RIAN ordered to proceed to last reported position
of NEOFIO end SIS anc rescus survivors. Cleunged
courge to 270 True, speed 14 knots.

.-3._
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AY6-3/W4R
Seriasl {00185)

Subject:

ECLASSEFEED
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— e mm -

Engagement viith
in Coral %ea.
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8 MaY, 1942 (Cont'ad)

Japanese Force

{g0~Br)

May 22, 1942.

7-3 Mg,

1942

- s em wm am ms wr we  wm o

0825 Contact report received from SBD of enemy force
consisting of 2CV  4CA 3DD.

08138 Eneny reported as bearing 006 True, digtance 120 .ailes.

08L7 Eneay reported z¢ bearing 028 True, distance 175 mlles.

08L8 Task Force Commencer ordered entire striking group
launched for attsck on eneny.

0900 YORKTC ' gnd LELTIIGTON commenced lsuncuing Dlsnes for
attack on eneny.

0925 YORETOWN and LELINGTON completved launching plenes to
attack eneay force previously reported. IRIIIGTON
launched anproximately 12VE, 175BD, 12TBD, YORITO'N
launched approxiumately 6VF, 248BD, and 9TBD.

1012 Over TES received warning: "GHROUFP OF JiP RI'BURS

CHEADED .15 WY BEARIIG 270 Txrum».,

1014 1 natrol plane si-'hted bearing 050 True.

1015 Zero type fighters besriug 025, reported by our conbat
patrol. Unidentified aircratt observed g.ot (ovm
bearing 025, distance 15,000 mrds.

1037 Unidentified aircraft reported beerity; from 310 to 04O,
distance 27 to 30 niles.

1052 Clienged course to 025, axis 305.

1056 Meny unidentified sircraft reported bearing 020 True,
distance 68 ailes.

1104 Larsze group of enemy TBD reported bearing 020 True,
diestance 35 wiles.

1110 Enemy plenes reported coming straight in, distance
22 niles.

1111 Eneny planes now 15 miles.

w b
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DECLASSIFIEL

216-3 /4R S-8-C-R-I-T {90-By)
Seriael (00185} May 22, 19L2.
Subject: Ingageaent with Japenese dorce 7~ Mgy, 1942

in Corsl Seam.
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8 day, 1942 (Cont'd)

1112 LELIIGTOH reported her coababt pestrol Lad siuiited
enent” plases and wers poling sfter them. Clanged
course to 125 True, speed 25 knots.

1114 Sishted flsghing li L.t bearing 025 True, distance
10,000 vards shd a wave of eneuy planes coaing in
fast Obgerved dog fipghts teking vlace end weny
splesies in the wster underneath.

1115 Task Force Comuwender reported ensmy bonbers coming
in protected by enenyv fighters. Attack comenced.
Figtters or ¢ive hodabers conposed Tirst wave fnd
were followed very closely by torpecdo planes coning
in 2t a lons glide angle of ¢bout 30 degrees and
dropping torpedoes from o height of et least 200
feet, 'Jorpedo plenes gpxarel to gtar in formmtion
until ther were witl:in svout 6,000 vards of tre port
bor. of LEIIGTON when they broke up to deliver t!.eir
sttacks. Fire was opened pronptly.

1116 Tw:o pluanec observed s ot down by DZEY. One »lene
seeied e Dbreaslr up in the sir and huming portions
fell around DEWEY., Two Japanese »nlanes observed
sl ot down by HILIEsrOLIS, One plane burgting into
Tflave and making e perfect spiral of wiocke us it
crasl.ed off tihe port bow. The attack came in over
the DEWEY and MINNEsFOLIS.

1117 LiJiIGTON observed to be Lit by bondb ené wurning
forwerd. Tiree plencés observed stot dovn by
LEXZT.CTON, one of which appsared to crash on deck.

1118, One enemy plane crashed in water off PiHLFS port
besem ané wrned fiercely.

1120 Obgerved whe t wes believed to Le & near boub miss
on Li JNzTON port boiu witl: water shooting high in
the alr but it was apparently o torpedo lLit as
determined later. AV about the ssme instsnt g
Jap plene in a aass of fleme tried to corast on tie
L’.JZ.’ILGTUII bow but missed by inchss, Fort bvow of

ALGTON in flames. anotler plaene sttscking wes
ocbserved suot down by IZ.IWGION,

-5 - 1)
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Seris)l (00185) May 22, 1942.

Subjecet: Enzagenant witl. Japunese Force 7-8 llay, 1942
in Corul Sea.

S MAY, 1947 (Cont'd)

1126 Torpedo »lanes couing in lov Troa starboard on
LITTLGTOoN.  Ll.IDGTON had clenged course shout
120 at t.is ti.e. One Jdapenese torpedo plane g0t
dorn on norizon by our planes. Lour of these plenes
were snot Cown plnost simultaneously by the LILINGTON
and the combined 5" crossiire of a Ca.snd one-stack
destroyer of tlle S1LS Class. Thils ettack, unlike the
initial wave, csme in low from 2 distance of shtout
10,000 yards and was similar to our own torpedo plane
attaecks. It was not heavily supported by Tirhters.
It aormeared to be unsuccessful.

1129 ‘et eopeared 10 e g Torpedd wake passed adldproximstely
under PodLES who was steaming on LLUIIGTON starboard
how &t tidis tiie.

1130 Boab fell Jjust off port beaswm of PIELP3. UDive bowmbers
or i+ liters chserved to coue in very lov and have a
long slide anzle. Attacks cessed. LEIIGTON holisted
sinel: "E.IS EUIP _4LC B3N TORPILOBDT.

1133 4 United States STD plane, apparentl” crippled, nessed
acead of PIZLPS and tried to land on L& IWGTON deck,
w.ich it 4id l.ile ske wgs maneuvering but fell off
and saak inmedistel v, Tiis plane was fired on by our
own sLips wut was anparently nov Lit.

1135 Stea:.ing with LUATIFGTON, vriost of fluame 1s ~one fron
port bow but tiere is still sr.oke. Black sgaoke is
pourine out of stacks.

1144 PIELPS regcued YOWITO'M VF pilot who leinded In water
ahead of FIELPS. iis nsize wes Lisutenant { junior
mrace) Richard CHOIMILLEN, U.S.Navy. Iliis ensine liad
heen dawr ged by a Jepsnese nlene.

1200 Posit. 14=41 S., 155-36 £,

1210 YOIl reported rer RADAR ouwt of co.raission.
1356 LELILGTON reported Tires are not out.
1400 Recovered alr striking group. One enensyr CV reported

badly dsmaged, another Gams sed.

-6-&
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A16-3 /AR DEQL—ASSIFIE: (S0~ )

Serisl {(o0018%) T T T T T T Mgy 22, 1942
Subjeect: Enpagexent with Japenese Toree 7-4 May, L942
in Coral Sea.

g MAY, 1942 (Cont'd)

LLLS LEATIGTOUN signalled: "i..1IC SiIF liaS 1D A 5IRIOUS
LIE LogIon®, (SubseoLent events, iacluding the sinking
of the U.2.t. LELINGTON and rescue of survivors, are
coverad in Commsnder Destrorer Sous cron OFNE serial
(0179), copy enclosed).

3 The following isterinl recommencations arc mede
89 & result of erdericence gsined Juriln engageiasnt:

(1) Replscs resent tipe cease firing horns now
instelled at 20 il.k. and 1%l guns with the loudest tvoe
Klaxon or bell obtainsblse. The wnresent installation is
entirely inedequste for the purpose intended wihen rien
nave bsen deafened by the terriflic noise of bettle.
Efficient cease firins signal is sbsolutelr necessary to
prevent firing ot own plenes.

. (2) The werraricance of tuo 20 ii.f. batteries was
sycallent.,

L. Personnel casusltics in tiis uanit were 6 men
vounde@ by & streffing attack on te U.2.3. DIEY., lMaterial
casual tles consisted of only supurficisl dam: ze to riesing and
supsratructure.

5 Armaunition expended epiret the enemy:

PlisLFs 16 rounds of 5"/38
500 rounds of 1%l
1400 rounds of 20 il.K,

D IEY 69 rounds of 5%/38
2790 rounds of 20 H.:,

AVIVIN: 100 rounée of 5“/38
2000 rounds of 20 lLi.li,

6. As Tar as could be obeerved, the conduct and
performance of the of ficers snd crews of gi.ips of Ltiis unit
wag exem»lar snd in accordance witi: the highest traditions of

e Navy.

Copy to: ) A. R. BaHLY.
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DESTROYERS, PACIFIC FLEET

Fromy Gammunder Lestroyers, Peeific Fleas,

0 : The Seoretery of the Havy.

Yie (1; Jomupader~in-dhiafl, U.8, Pasific Fleaut.
{2} Conmander-in-ghief, U,3. Flest,

subjoat: sinking of the T.s5.5, STl (pﬁkﬁ?} by
Japaness Dombers la the Uowel Sea oa
Vay Ty Ahis

BROlomire {a) Ueiaite IS - Desoription of Hombing

Abbmok and Hﬁﬂ@&ﬁiﬂ@ of Yvenbs
Following Attack by Jupanese Lomber
on Hay 7, 1%3#

e Survivers of the U.s.3, D8 were informally
interviewsd by uesbers of ry Staff in sn effort to obitaln as
maoh infermaticn as poseible on the taotiss of the snemy, the
poxrforaancse of materi sl other sirounstances shioch may be
of vulwe to destroyers iu future operativee, The followlng
nen were interviewed:

Disken, R. 7. Bridge

kg GNetateg naikin

£ ss s Ping £ ' Roonm
RoAlly, T. Fe ¥e. 1 2
Ganvle, V., F. Boe R Fiprervom
Vessia, V. &, Koy & Pireroma
Brnat, Ge e ¥6le Fletbing Roos

Gober, 4. . Boale How 2 Gun

Informmtlon obtained Trom thess survivors is reporbed
Lnelosure (A},

Re Infornstion obtainsd from Lhe shove survivors
indloates that thrcughout the sotlon, and during the events
follewing, all haands pewfurmed their dubles im & manner waieh
is in hncying with bhe twredibicns of the Service, 42
aany lnstences of herolem may never be revesled, Oos
peatroyews, Feolfio Fleok, belleves bhat Turthey qgas%iaﬁiag
of these survivers will rovesl that spscial commendetion fop
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Sinking of the {,5.84 ST {TD4US) by
Yapaness Vombers in the Gaml es on
ey 7, 1942,

.'-«-***ﬁpﬁﬂ.-ﬂn””-ﬂﬂ"-ﬂ"ﬂ“ﬁ-ﬁﬂ

gervioe sbove snd beyond the oall of duty is due the
Tollowing:

Liout-Qumir, %, 5. Bypsen, USH - Qosmanding Cffigep
Lisut. B, silverstein, ’ismi o= Enginser CEfiver
G Be o Dicken, BH
En ¥, unel, MMRe
o J» Vessie, ¥ic

3% is reocomended thel sultable awards bs nede Ho these nel.

Wy Lo ALRRNORTH,

copy e
Sondegria Gf% e _
29 mu»,miei% detall {Quwndr. &, 9% TROR, Y3H)



Ul e S ~ Dessripticn of Sombing stback sad Narrative of
Svents Pollewinz A%taek by Japonese Denbers on May 7, 1942.

agring tYhe fopeacon of Fay 7, 1942, while seting us anbi-
submarine escort fopr, aad mwmim gtation shoad of the V.3.4.
HELSHO {40-23), the U.3.8, 5748 was stteoked and sunk by
Jepencse bembers in the Corel ses. The westha? wee e¢lear, with
alto-cumulus sleuds a% aboul 15,000 feet altitude; the ses was
smooth, with s 8light ewell; vind was sbout three knoks,.

‘E&esh-- ﬁa&mmmmﬁﬂmamam%mw,_
9 W wak ,f_,-_-_;._,__--,:_,,.-;:. , J arening; as W r&m Mﬁ W

f

A% a%mﬁﬁ &%@ & m m& in the water a’é B &M%&m&

i!n ﬁimtw mm m

nﬁ' i.a mmwm. Bevege 5‘#35 Shab tzm m Denily

Lenged oourse overy timd he auied o Tlash of m m Fuis
pxm msmwtatmmmmm&ww shadow the
SIH8 sl MEGHHG. S eoamy oonteast Pepord wes sent oub by the
LIFS efter whis atbesk,

The SIES hed numeross rader esontasts following this firest
atteck and sbout @?3& sizteen bigh lovel bembers in two groups
stteoked the S and MuUEnt, Yhey drepped bembs vhileh miszed
wide, %%d&g ne damage Lo ﬁim m&yi B servivors stated
that the boubers ﬂ&%‘& apparently disturbed &r the Tive fyom
m S-iam %a, ail s:f ﬁh‘iﬁh ware ﬁrm in @memr m&m&

was M xa w ﬁwﬁ m oo af %Ew &ﬁﬁa@a*

the bharizcntal boswers dlssppesred frem aight hut We
168 acatinged te plak w p&m&a on her S¢ m@w; Hone weve
sighted, however, until twoaiy-four dive bombers eppoured st
sbout xi,ae. A8 BCOB as mW plangs ﬁgﬁa&m; the SU88 weab
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$¢ flsak apsed sad Surasd 1sft te take poaition on the port
guartey of the tenker) Lire was gpened ‘br m §-izmh battery
ia diyeotoer control when the planes cume withian rangs
attacks were divected primerily at the ﬁ-ﬁlﬁ%ﬁ? and eens m
from vericus bearings sstewn in three waves. Fbe planeg
upprosghed at sbout 16,000 f\aw sid dove close %o the ship

in shallow dives of about 30%, Sonmbe were releused quite _
¢lose abosrd, besause survivors stale thet zome bosbers ware
deatyroyed by the blest of thelsF cwn bombs, The T8 nsde a
direct hit Gn one bomber with a J-ineh ahell =aad the plane
was seean t¢ sxplede in the alr. “Bwe 20 rm. guss fired con~
tisuously st the dive bmhexs o my passed overhasd snd
trasurs were soen Lo peus throwgh the planss, bub the PO~
Jegtilies Tailad %o hurst asd broy the aiveraft, Une of
the foreerd 20 mm. guns § w&ymmwtmmm
a0t elenred duving the rex ey of the eagugaasnl.

saes broxe off from oxe wave of HRUGHE atteghers
and ﬂimam mir atteok ab the 20HG, dlving oo hov in suo~-
esscion fros astera. 41l of these planes were single satoyed,
kad fixed landing gear, sad hkad 2 » nstﬂaﬂhw
ef Japaness dive m. % ﬂm& mlmnm s bosd whis
iendsd ia the wabsr chout amid
isesed s mw&g& landesd ﬁ; ; :
EMWW:MW hﬂ.ﬁ m mw@w wmmm
oG} ﬁm f&m& m is ha&iﬂeﬁ twra m@a a amu t
mawwm but Lhis sannob be definitely eebakllished.
Hunbors These sad Foulr Vouals asnd the alter 20 m:n. guns were
ut out of comsission by the bemd bits, but the Forwsyd mounts
loeal aonbrel and ons 20 ms. gan oontisusd firing st the
planes @ndil 511 of them were cut of gun penge. The total
aupber of rounds firved by e 2THS cenunet De ascarbalined, bhud
o suyvivory sistes that over 200 rounds were fired Trom uber
Two W m:mm puring this ieab aﬁm&, the paiss on the
w ' Fuedber One Mowab *&iz&ﬁ Larod and Gought Fireg %&ts
Wﬁ, eontlaned to £1 w wﬁ&&. the vomplets lengih of
‘Suml 1 flisnes, OSeveral plensg wors bdroughl &mn by
gxm fire during thie sbbael, NNUEEG survivors $cié 3IBS mure
vivore thel the plancs whioh atlacked the 50U were m
goen %o emsree Troxm the blest of thelr bowd oxzplesien
ubmmsmmmwmmmmam.

howgh there ars oaly thirtesn kaown survivers of the
éam, Wﬁﬁ mea are z‘m wk&n}g radsd mm s%&%iw m

s
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the damape,

».Wuﬁ»u&.@ stated, the first hord Pelueasded &b the Wi
gwwm dive bumiing @mws&w WHE © mﬁm& ﬁwnm to part. Thare
appearYs %0 have heen no %gmﬁ. or personcel cesunliles o
the result of thias hity The firercom survivers say thab
slagiles wore hesmd hittlng the ww&ww of ﬁw ahip bubk none
pensireted.

Boosuse the thoee direct hils on he 2109 eame in fairly
closs guopession, 1% waa not possible fur She BUEYivOrs Ho e
eall ﬂﬁaﬁﬁga the events sonnsoted with aseh hit. Therefors,

the dampoe oan probebly be best dessribded by recountiag the
gkoriea of seth. g»ﬂ»ﬁsﬁ sarviver isterviewsd,

The lammediete offect of ths first bib was & cosplete loss
of pewer. The uw@wﬁng»ﬂaﬁaﬁugﬁaﬁwgf
wont oub, The aux lery dlesel generstor sterted and
up the electrieal lesd on those mﬁw&u_ﬁamo power angq sables
had not besn damaged. Then this bomk expleded, flames ahob
Wmnum u.w.wa m.anuwa the air, ihe wmwag. ssotion _-m ﬁ.&.wﬁuq?

on knpsiking ped éomn, = lookout svationed on
tcp of the direetor saicld was blown overvoard, sad Sevase, Who
was shaticned at the direstor, was pized down b auk wg
@lguﬁgﬂgﬁgﬁggﬁm&g e pows
mater whalsboub; all sigael hal §§§n§§o§§
b mast wdays 414 ast part. Bl that the pllet
gga%ﬁmgaﬁggx aﬁ@%ggﬁu

Savn Suverel man Uhn Insteekien Whes TheY _
o suek s ablask. guﬁggggg wag
remadied quiockly by palling the swited en the eirouis,

He real saterizl danage wae noted Ia ihs plothing Pocu.
e firss bomd explosion cansed sevezal isatpounont glssses $
bresk, buk all equipment appeared to ceantinus funstioniug
antil all pover was lost after the sscoud bembd hit, a% wkioh
tima the dlesel genersitor stopped., Zynst then ab | 0
mnaﬁ..o ﬁns&an&xv«%ﬁ&ggg

-j
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t%ﬁ.ulx ata%& baat the Tirst boud caused no demeses other
tiian the bresiklng of goge ¢leases ia the forwerd Pireroom. ALl
lights went aw:z wediately aud By the Time Rellly was abls to
1ight a babtle lanters (o look st the stosm prensure on Ghe
beilers 1t had alrewdy dropped to 200 pounds per sgusre inch
sad wes tulliag wyepidly. Om feeling a sseomd shook, viniak wao
perobably the seecnd bowbh hit, be sedured tie hoilers, ologsed
the masber oil valve snd all of the erew laft fhe Tirsdoum.
He stoam or feed limnas in the fireroom cepried away &8 the re-
silt of those two sxplosicns,

In the aftex fivercom no exdenmive damege resulted frum
tne f£irev hib, ‘fhe alfter bulkhesd of the firvercom appecred %o
keld and mo weter entered the spaoe, The Tireroom gratings
wors knosked out of place, lighte sent out, snd the steoun
mx&m dropged Yo serw. Appevently, Cuaele and Vewsia left

e fivervasm afder the first Leab hit, bhessuse the latber
sbates Shat on ouming wp onte desk he nmet the mt&ssf m
who ocrdeyed him Bo bagkk dowa V0 insure that the hel
had besn secursd. (0ne other surviver sbabtes uhat mauw
following the firet hibt he saw thw Ghlef Zaglineer, Lisul. K.
Silwvewwtein, USH, whe wes in oberge of the Repalr Party sbae
tioned in the zashine shop, x:m on dauk wastapoious, e
spparensly resoversd guiekly aed diressed deauge conbmel work
in @ sommendedle manner, an will be brought out laser in this
repors}. Veapis went down egedn into the fiverconm sad ssoured
the boiler. v;m he wes doing this womk, ths ssogndt ama-
sion aecurred, The bBiast from this bomd apliv the duek open
overhesd sad forged she oiter firercom bulkhesd forwsrd slmoat
%o the boller sseings Tue fusl oll heater, whieh wee mouniod
on the bulidiond, dropped down inde the hilges. Thowe was no
immadiate i w wen sny ebtesm or food water reluesed,
begeuss® Vessis asa ﬁmﬁ e was diveedly under the ilunes
and would meat eow 1y bove been burned hed Bilp been the
BGHe . WMW mw mzmlamiammm
the bels 1n the mein desk wﬁﬁm&amﬂ Pire, which was
sesily oxtinguished, nmé in the msobine shop, It is
holisved thab elil hm&s — ée L1ed ab their battls sitakiosne
iz the englut Toous.

0aly one man stationed iy the afler s&a@i&n af the ship
during the ubtook was reseued. This men, 2. ¥, Sunch, Mg,
m stabictied in the stesrlos snglne rous. ﬁa ﬁ%mﬁu what

twe othor men at this ssaticn with hin survived the exple-
sions but wers probabdly lest in the water later. Yhen the
first bomb it the mhip, Vanoh states that ail pouwer wes oot
end wil vommunigeticn emcept with the 1.0. Roma wes eeveped,
mm Was msww WS %ha &iwwl @ammﬁw staried mﬁﬁ was
nent imﬁiawlg fapnard af “he awwm engine yoom all

iy
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bunks drorped onte Ltha deok and gony wablsr sntered, Floodiag
did not gprear to progress, Lowoever, sIter the seaoond nlg,
vuneh end the otiler rwn statiocued in the stesring engine room
regb up e Whoe saln deek, Yhat beswewm of tho cther Twe men
1e uot Enown, bui oken states thet Huwioch ressined on ihe
fantall us fhe ship wes sinklag and acecursd o locne depdh
ghargs wixlsh wes reliing sbout., Puneh wus labter pleked up
out of the water by Lioken efter the SIHy had sank,

An sscurale deasoripvlom »l e damepo L0 tho efter end
Qf the ghip esunot be pleced tugstuer., 14 appears thaet Lhe
First boumb it the afber Lorpeds mouab and exploded 1n thw
suglos room below. TWe torpeds awuat was blesn ovepboard gnd
some oF Use warheadd, which aust have been shesred off, wers
sSeen on dedls The forwerd turpede mount wes cuniad upward
anl the spoons were driven inte the siLimok, e sscond boxb
nit aprarently wreohked tne alfter upper deoy heuse, selting it
Ga fira, and prebebly supleded is the alter eapine roon. Hix
ef the oight life rafta sboard o sulp were ia the vieialty
of thess gxplosions syd Ghey were blown to bilts. dumber Four
Gun Bad sppaveally recelved & 4irecy hiv, Lessuse svery one
in the gun orsw hedé peen nillsd and iw gun was wrecked. &
gupiag hole was blown ian the mein deck abuve Lhe engine rovas.
Meokon states et the deek was Fuplured from shardoerd W
gort. Ue furbther sbebes thal, Tfrom $he bridge, the dewsze
did not sppeur ms exiensive a8 1L really wag, eand that the
Sommandiog Officer hed evary iatentlion of assvling ths ship and
dirscted hHia every sgffart 1w do se anill Yhe laai,

after tie stlngk map over Lie Gommanding Lffieer ordered
everyone off ohe bridgs excapt nimeelf sud tie Chilef Jvartere
master, ¢ oprdsred all hsads W aselst the repalr parsy 1n
gharge of the dhiefr Znglager in Jettisoning btopside welubhbs.
411 leoose aeterisl wos Lhvown overbosed; Lisubenaud
Glilverateln, with several msablnisgi's zwtes, atlaupbad 0
frae tne formard Sorpsdo wsount to permmit firing the torpedoss.
Fne port boat wes lowarad over the side mad 1t senk lumedi-
abely. The twe remslning life relfts, losated ab sbout freme
76, were launehed pad the stsrboard mpior wigleboat was lawe
ered, slihoush thls boat had bess holed by & large aplintsy,
1% wmas kept afloat by stuffisg 1ife jeckets In the hele sud
by sonbinnens nellingi bhe movor cpersted satisfeetorily.
ebey, ¢mnole, Chadalewsil, seobt, Heilly, wund Vessis maoned
thie heat. Toe Quumanding cffieey %hen ordersd Nisken o
take chadlps o the Bout eud 4o go afy 1u 1% to put ous the
fire in the afder uppor deok houss snd o Fleoond the afier
mageziaes, Ddelon had to ewinm oul 0 Tha bomt fyrom the saip
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802 be noted bLat baeres was 5o 01l on ios voter ab bhils tlme.
{n iskins ohargy of Lha boat Dioxen procecded around the bow
o biw lee s2ide of she ghip afl. 5z $he actor suelisboal ap~
proeahed, the shlp geomed 6 break suldsilps wud sbart vo
sine slewiy. Tos sborno went under Clret snd sppeared o 4raw
Vied 9 a80, puillne 1t down siercn firsit. 511 hande begsa
goaacenlug shidp lo lire jackets, swissming for the raf$s. Just
88 tas weter level resched the Lop of the stask and bsgan run-
nlog down into 1%, & teryilic ozplosi cveaurred. %¥hal ro-
reined of he shlp was Lifted bten o Piftess feet ecud of the
watker, aad wis surfacv of tow wabey wround the shlpy ves eovered
witi ¢ii, fhis greswl eaploclon wss Policwsd by zancther smaeller
oneg, woleh survivors daflaltaly ldentified s & depth shupge
explosion. The raeusiniag forward segblon then setiled alowly,
elskiong in zbout five mloutes, Uane nan wie seuldn't swim wag
seen Dengiag onte Liw encheor unihil the siem disappasred inte
the water. Oourvivors estimete that the ship sauk in sbous
fiftean o Wwanty clnubes affer rPeeeiving the first direst hib.
Under condiblions of sivosp sulh as exlsted at the time, minules
would swom 13 Lours asd it is guite pogsinle thad the ship

saok ouch more rapidly than thwsw sen estlnsie,

The survivers are of e oplaion that the Lerpific exe
viosion wes & boller explosion. 7Thily scems berdly pleusidle,
thoush, becuwse oth Livepow: survivers gteie thst lie stewn
pregsure upd dropped Yo nere. [ deptih charge or wes head OXm
Plesion sppesrs Lo be move likely, No surviver Loows defi~
aibsly stethar or 10t ths depth charyes were seb on “HATH»®
put oezen stetes Lust the wsual practice on bhe 512y was %@
kesep Lhem et on 4~ satll a swbiaerine contsct was mads,

Following SLis explosion, Ticken, in the whasleboalt, pro-
cosded Lo plek wp all neu in the water whos ke gueld f£iad,
and who sppeared Lo be sULill slive. He sucesadsd in savieg &
tetal of fiivteen men, ineludlag himself, and ithea begon 1ok
ing for the 1ifs refts in order %o take them in tow. His
search was fyaitises, 80 he bBesdod Loward thae U.o.2. FELSHG,
wihich wes dead in tne water, listed shout 5% and bhuralag.

Fe spprosghad o within 250 yerds ond avelbed Instruaciions.
APy chond tulzty ninutez e wae salled alonzaside zad soversl
af oho EeM wounded were pub in the boat. Turing the nizad
of Moy Fib icken apd the suxwivers of ioe sI%u’ along with
the Buxveral HuG:HU wsn, svayed Lo the bost, 2eeping la the
vielaity of toe nhuuﬁh. Gn ey Bth thoey n;ain=W$n$ sizngside
and wransierred the wounded beok abosrd, wiere nubirenses Hhed
bean leld ot on decx, The 0% grew sbiompied to pobteh iths
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Cinepace I

le No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
8. FLAGSRIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF wh

o (tma}ummy 8,
v _ 191}:30

m in Chief, United States Pacific Flaet,
The Secretery of the Navy.
Gommandsr in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subjeatt Ginking of Yhe U.5.3. 37M3 (DDLOY) hy Japanese Bosbers in

1. Forwarded,
The follewing points stand oud &5 the narrvative of the

Mﬁmmz

{a) Although a ship may have radar, 2 high standard of
WWWWM&MWM&%
MWWMﬂm'fimm«ntmwﬂmwh vy
was 2 bomb dropped alongeids

(k) Quick ssting deors were jammed shub by the bomb hiss
80 that magy or all of them cowld nat be epeasd. v 3

{e) Large personsnsl lossss were osused by explosions that
E.mhab):ths ship's own depth sharges. CGommanding Gfficers

wamed of this danger and mist bake eVOYY pre-

emm te prevent it. o

{d) Deapite the recent exosllent inoresse in type and ".\

number of clese range AL weapens, ships stiil have oo few. ¥Kikh bR
only four Zwm guns, SIS lest ene fourth of her close rangs de- s

fense when onfe of them jamwbd; this may have meant the difference
betwesn her escape snd desbruciion., Destroyers zmst have at least
eight 0mm or aguivsient guns.,

{e) Appsrently emly four dive hoshers abtscked the 3INS, )
yet 4hres of them made hita. This percentage of hits on & high & T
speed maneuvering ship, sspeeislly on = desbroyer; is extraovdimary RN
snd bag few if any peraliele in thie ¥War. rﬂﬂﬁtﬁw o L
sarrier dive boabere sttacking two Japunese royery in the \
rout after MIDWAX failed to mae a aingle hit. The Jspanese pilotw’ %
suticess probebly resulted from pressing the sbtack hoae Lo & vory
low altitude without regard for Ma' own safoly,

nlm
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Sinking of the U.35.5. SIS (DDLOY) by Jepanese Boubers in
the Coral Sez on M 7y 1942,

{(f) The ineffectivensss of high altitude horizontal bawmbing
was again brought out, 4 tetal of 17 planes dropped bombs from high
altitudes at SIMS and HMEOSHC without making any hits; 24 dive bombsrs
attacked and repeatedly hit both ships.

3e In the cases of beth the HAMMARN and the SIMS veperts have
contalined statements that the depth charges wsre set on safe, In each
incident after the ship had sunk viclent explosione, atiributed to eliher
the ship's torpedoes or depth charges, killed many officers and men,

& Verious theories have been advanced as to the cause of
these explomions, but most agres that sither warheads or depth charges,
or both, were involved, &ome of the points brought out ave:

(a) sty forks may have been kmocked out when enemy
bﬂmhertozpa&ohihﬂ tigh in the case of the HAMMANN depth
chargee on deck were exemined by a compstent petty officer after
the ship was hit, In accordance with etandard precautions nelther
ship had pistole in depth chargss other thas those on deck,

(b) Boiler explogions may have in some manner detonated
warheads or depth charges, In the EIMS, howsver, pressure in ons
boiler dropped tc ssro during the attack before il was secured, and
personnel at the other atate that the pressure had dropped below
200 pounds and was falling rapidly when they swured the boiler and
evacuated the fireroom,

(e) Fire may have set off magasines. This factor does not
ssem proved in either ship. The HAMANN went down so rapidly that
fires could heve had 1ittle chance to get sbarbed, and there is no
indication in the SIMS of severe fire below decks,

() Pistols dere may have been ab fault, due to
povr agsambly or m w@em

(e} In both aships internsl explesions occurred after the
stern had gone down, In the SINS depth of sinking is exsctly in-
dicated by the stabement that a terrific explosion cocurred just
as the water reached the top of the stack and began running down
into it.
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8inking of the U,S.5, SIS (DD4GY) by Japanese Bambers in
the Qorsl See on May 7, 1%,
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{7} Torpedo air~flasks in the after mount of the SIS
were Dlows up by bomb hits, asd warbsads weye rolling areund on
deek but nene exploded at this tiws,

{g) ¥rom the evidense of these slukings, it is believed
that only a part of the depth chargee or warheads exploded. fThis
podnts te the probability that enly thome on deck were invelwved,
mditmmmMﬁmmwﬁimnuﬂWn.

5., It is considered that this matiter is of sufficient ime-
portance to warraat the Buresu of Ordnance undertaking experiments %
detepmine the ressons for depth chargs or terpedo explesions during
the sinking ef a ship and after she has submergsd to a considerable
depth., These explosions have saused grester leoss of life than the
enany hits thst sagk the ships.

é. This ship was fought in $he highest traditions of the
servise both in the engagemeat with the snemy snd in the determined
and peraistent afforts to keep the ship aficet after sbe had been
bit., Suitable awards will be recommended b :
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