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JAPANESE LAN D OPERATIONS 

Section I INTRODUCTION 

The following report of Japanese land operations 
during the first 6 months of the war was written by 
a militnry observer during the period of his con
finement with the American Embassy in Tokio, 
from December 7 until June 17,1942. The hdor
mat?~on on which it 1:8 based was drawn entinly from 
Japa.nese sources: afficinl bulletins, news reports, 
speeches, radio commenh1l'ies, magazine articles, 
and accounts of personal experiences written by 
officers and men at the front. . The only Allied bul
letins used were those quoted in the Japanese press. 

Japanese accounts were nearly always vague, 
and ill some cases con flicting, for the va.rious 
agencies of the Go\'emment frequently differed 
with regard to the impression that. they desired to 
make on the public. Thus the military would 
sanction the publication of a personnl-experience 
story which admitted temporary re\'erses and 
heavy losses, in order to play up the courage and 
fighting spirit of the Japanese soldier, while the 
bulletins issued by tl1e Bureau of Information were 
inclined to minimize all enemy efforts, in on at
tempt to make the white man appeal' as an incom
petent and a eoward. The information a.vailable, 
virtually all of whieh was published only in t.he 
vernacular, was sketchy and disconnected, and 
was issued piecemeal over a period of 6 months, so 

that its trnnslation and organiza.tion presented 
many difficulties. 

\Yhen Japanese aeeounts are ehecked with 
United K a tiolls reports, muny discrepancies will 
undoubtedly be disclosed. It is believed, too, tha.t 
the Japanese occasionally deliberately falsified 
dates in order to cover up re\'eJ'Scs, 01' to ereate an 
impression of greater speed or continuity in t.heir 
campaigns than was actually the case. However, 
no reyisiollS 01' corrections have been made in the 
,original aecount, since much of its yalue lies in the 
fact that it analyzes the rceord as seen and pre
sented by the Japanese themselves. 

By June the Burma Campaign had not been 
officially termina ted, and the Japanese Govern
ment had relensed too little information on this 
operation to permit its inclusion in t.he presellt. 
study. 

It is belieyed that this nnalysis of the early enm
paigns in the Far Enst from .Japanese sources is H 

major contribution to our knowledge of Japu.nese 
methods of warfare. It ren'als much of the basic 
strn tegy and tncties tha t our enemy has lIsee! and 
may be expected to use. Furthermore, a.n account 
drawn from such sources gi\' es n.n insight into the 
militnry psyehology of n preparcd, determined, 
and resourceful oppollent. 



2 JAPA~ESE LAND OPER.-\TIO~S 

HONG KONG 

.Scale 

1 0 1 2 :5 4 5" MILES 
I=bd::::::t=:::Ebd==t==:t:bd~:::=l1 

li7Le 
---.---~--

09-
'1 

Map No.1 



Section II THE HONG KONG CAMPAIGN 


1. THE FIRST DAY OF ATTACK 

At dawn 011 D('('l'mhl'r ~.l 1941. n sqllndroll of 
,Japullese light rcc'olll Hl i •• tl ll(;('-hom b I: took off 
from all airdrome Oil the ou tsk irts of COlltOl1. 
Ten minutes Inter when they npp<'Ured oyer the 
Kowloon airfield, th0Y fOllnd the R).F Hong." KOllg 
detudmH'I1 t (!Some fOllr or fi ve old n nining pllU lI' ) 
nlld the entire cOl1lmt'reiul flee t of the ('Lilla 
XatiOlwl .\:nll tlon Corporfl i ioll d l'i1. n 1 up for in
sPL'<.:tiOll ill I roll t of the ha llgul .. . Cruisill l! h 'i,:;u rel:v 
about oye]" til ' fi pld. llie ,Tnpull , Ui r ml'l1 hombul 
these 1nq!l'ts with no more difficlI lt - tll:1n if tll(', 
had b (II n t bOIl1 bi 19: p i'll ·ticp on a I:UJl{!t' ill pelt ' .:
time. Wh eJI th y 1 ft, hnlf nn hour 111ll'l". thl' 
Itnn~l1rs \1 (" 1"1' on fi re, most of the phllll>1 011 the 
groul1d h n(i b(,l'll damaged or destroy ed. th!' ('hin t! 
Clipp!'r hnd Iwen sunk, and one of t ll!' bug!' 011 
t fl ll ks of t!t(, "t nJ lLi nI'd Oil Compull .v w as bhlZill~ 

fllriollRly . Tlll're had heell no sf'riolls nlltiairnnft. 
fin', Il ll d tlIP dive bomhers retu1"1l('(1 to lit!'ir bns(' 
willtout tb(' loss of n single plnne. 

.\" tlte fi rst bombs were droppillg- OIl KowloOll, 
tIl<' lL'ildil1;! u n its of the ground for('(' (TO::-. l'd the 
hordL'r of tite L 'o",pd T erritory. TIt('>'I' w I'n ' the 
ndY Hllc(' ~llards of the 9th Di'·i ~·i()ll. ut uc'k ill" 
from t h!' Ilorth, and of the lO:)d Di,-i"jm 1. pu;;hi ll g." 
SOlltit lis t from Canton. Rl'sist:tl1 (,C' at fiL t WliS 

11<'/.dig-ihll'; ill faet, except for n j'rw p:ttrols tLc, t ill)! 
liS fJ'Olltil'r guards, no coutact wn,.; llindl' "'ith tllP 
nritish u11til latL' in t.he l11ol"llillg". TltL' ,Japlllu'"e 
gin' l1S the n'n;;OII for their slow nnd (,l111ti()llS all
yn 11('1' their expeetu1.ioll of st.iffl·r opposi tioll :1jld 
their suspicioll thnt th(· (,lIl'IllY wn,.; tryill)! to 1<'ad 
thC'1l1 into a tmp . As the ndYI1IU'l' gUllrds of t he 
two colulllns neol'ed tlu' "Outer Lille" (the first 
drfplIsiH' positioll stl"l't('hiJl~ frOJ11 S('U to sea about 
n III ill' illside tllp border). th('~- t ook up all ap
pro:\eh-Illi1l"eh formatioll :lll<l mOYL'd fOl'wnrd ns 
though (·xpecting to he fired Oil at allY minute . A 
mile or so in real', with th (' hl':lcls of ill colul11ns 
just about at the border, thl' t\H) l!laill bodiN' 

I Dal, 's in tbis all'O , "I"S' 01 Ill., ItU rUnllVI II nutt I .tnt" \.1 :-" 1 da) 
adVClfll'l,d O\"l'r thH!(' 1I !<It'ti in tb. L'uih.I ..'luteS. 

("C', t d qlli(·tl~· alClll!! the road ulltil t.heir a <inlllC(' 

(ktndlllH'lIt>' til" (, loped the sit.uatioll snffieiclltk 
for U lC' 1U to 1110 -(' out once 1I10re. \Yith llO ellelll~
IIiI' fo rc(' to fl·ur . the troops " ere ullowc(L to n·,ln·x 
nlmost u i' the~- lllHI been OIl u· pt ncd illH' pnU"tiee 
march. 

It. soon dt'Yt'loped that, the "Outer Linl'" w as 
undef('lld(,d and contained only n few OhS('ITP1' 
groups which withdrew well i;1 advull('(' of dw 
.Tll pnnr .l' coillmns, and the march was n·";l\llwd. 

{t's"a~w..; (!J'opped on t.he columns hy re('ollllais
Sflll<'(' plan('s inforrr.('d till' eOlnmaIllle;'s that. there 
Wll~ great confusion OIl tJ\( roads Il'uding north 
~'rom Kmdooll; that British troops wcrt' mO"ing 
mto thl' "flllH'r Line" (about 2 mill's from 
Kowloon); bllt t.1l11t thC'l'(, Wu.s no evidem'C' of HIIV 

l' '111 aetiyit~- in diP r l' ighborllOod of thp ('lntl'l~
nwdint l' Line', '" n pre"iou",ly prepnred dl'f"llsiYe 
position lying hulf-wny l)('twl'cn thl' "Out('r" and 
"11111<'1"" liIll's. The ,Japu.nl·Sl.', howcyer, refuspd to 
bd.i('\"(' dlat som(' sort of r(',;istanec wOllld not, bp 
offel'ed along- this s('('olld po",ition. One!' more t.lll'Y 
halted tllPir ('oltlll1lls, d('ploy"d the a.dvanc!· gllul"ll~, 
find ("1111til>usl~- fdt (,ll t, t.}1(' \iJ1('; their ndnlllc,I'
guurd nrtillt-ry " , ' ('11 t.hn~\\' a few shells into the. 
positioll in 1111 I'ffol't. t.o stir up some activit v :111101[0'-' ... 
,,,ltn tl:'Y','r fonTS "-"1"1' ill thl'ir front. 

B,'- th(· tillH' tlta t they 11l1d satisfi('d thl'lllst·lyps 
thnt tllL'n' was in fnet, nothing opposing th l'lH , it 
wus late in t.hl' nftl'rnoon. \Vord cu.mc down from 
For('(' H ('adq llarkl's to ha.lt along the line g <' l1l'rnll)
ol"l'upi(·d b.\· tIl(' t.roops at thl' time, and to ('st.abJish 
11 st.l'OlIg outpost lill\' about, 1 mile south of th(· 
fOl"llH'l' British "11lt.('J'lI1L'diu.te Line." This I'xtrn
ord irlfl.rily en nt.iotls ntt,ituJe was stru.ngcly 011 t of 
k!,l'ping \\'itlt til<' dasll und el an sllOwn by ,Japalll'S!' 
troops ill ot lIt'r s('('tor8, awl it is possibll' tlla till tllis 
('ampaign t lll'Y hnd h('('ll somewhat, misinforTIll'!l by 
their ill t l·lligl'll(,t' agl~neies ns to British intentioll~. 
Tb!,,.!, troops, t,oo, had beel1 engaged for the last 
2 Y('il.rs in 0\>(' 11\ t iOlIS U.gn. illst the Communist, 
FOllrt b }{Oll t('.\l'I!l~·, all(l tht'l"(' thl'Y hu.d learn('(l 
thnt too J1I1sty all aLh·n llt·.e freLjuC'ntly Il'd to dis
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4 JAPAXESE LAND 

aster. Several referpncps ill pPl"Sonal-experience 
articles written by officers of this. unit to the E'ffect 
that "tlw situation gl'patly l'esE'mblpd a Commtmist 
guelTilla tTap" would indicate that this considE'r
ation was at IE'ast in the minds of man." of the 
offiecrs, a.nd may have carried sonw weight in in
fluencing the attitucle of the expedition com
mandr-r. 

2. 	THE AnACK ON THE MAINLAND POSI
TIONS: DECEMBER 9 TO 13 

Still concernecl about the British, with whom as 
~ret they had not eyen made contact. the .Japanese 
estnblished two yery strong outposts, reinforeing 
the advance guards to do so, and sent out a num
ber of strong pa troIs, each eonsistillg of one or two 
platoons, which opemted in thL' flat country 
stretching between their outposts and the line of 
hills where the British "Inner Line" was locntell. 
All night the Japnnese combed the an'H, fully ex
pecting to contaet British patl'Ols, but without 
result. Not eyen a flare went up from the heights 
which the British had occupied, and, as 01le young 
offieer put it, "The continuing quil't ereated a 
strange feeling of apprehension. It was impos
sible that the enemy would let us C'ome 50 far with
out u fight. Something was sure to happf'Il." But 
nothing: did. And when at down tIlE' planes went 
out to recoIllloiter, it b('C'Hllle evidell t that the 
British Werl' planning 011 a purely pnssiye defense 
nne! thnt the Japanese would not be interfered with 
Ull til they actunlly attacked the British line. 

EH'll so, the Japanese hncl n formidable task 
nhead of tlH'Ill, The line, which was about 3 
miles 101lg, consisted of n numbf'r of strong-points 
made up of C'onerete pillboxes lOCH ted just below 
the crest 011 thl' forwtl I'd slope of n mng-e of hills 
stretching from sl:'a to sen. BeC'ullse the hills rise 
stf'eply out of the flat plain, thl:' troops could avail 
themselyes of "irtunlly no cover as they aclnmced 
towt1l'd the British lines. The two rOl1ds along 
which tIl(> Japanese were advancing climb stpepl~' 
over this runge thl'ollg-h nurrow passes, OIle Ilenr 
each end of the lille. 

The ,Jnpunese spent the next 2 dllYs in reCOll
noitering nnd d(·veloping the defensive position. 
They kept their main forces wdl bnck out of artil 
lery runge and shelled the British fonnll'd positions 
at extreme range, so thut their own artillery was 
not gl'(~ntly interfered with by the gUllS on Hong 
Kong- Islalld. Smull pntrols cardully recoltnoi-

OPERATIONS 

tered the country over which the troops would 
haye to attack in thl'ir fillal assault" On the aftel'
noon of the lOth, three offensive patrols the size of 
a company were sent out to gain ('.ontnct with 
British advanee posts und to capture som\:' prison
ers. They enC'ountered little n'sistance, for the 
outposts fell back promptly undf'r cOYer of a 
machinc-gun balTa~t' froIll the maul position. A 
few Indians, influenC'ed by hUlldbills senttered over 
their lines by .Japanese plnlll's, stayed behind when 
their detachments ,,-ithdr('w. and surrendered, fur
nishing the ,Japanese \\'ith the first prisoners of the 
campaign. 

From these prisoners and from reconnaissance 
patrols, the Japanese It'arllpd that the position in 
their front consisted of a singh- line of ('onerete 
pillboxes maruH.'d by one British battalion (the 
Royal Seots) and two Indian battnlions, and that 
dose-up artillery support was furnishNI by one 
6-gun battery of 25-poundel's. Plenty of wirl' 
had bccn laid OIl thE' slopes in front of the pillboxes, 
but, according to Japa.nese accounts, the orga.niza
tion of cll'f('nsive fires was ypry lVeak~there 
b('illg far too few mnchine gUllS for the sizl' of 
the sector, aIHl only two placl's wlwl'(' intl'rloek
ing bnnds of fin' Wl'rl' used. 

On the next duy, December 11, the .Japanese 
can'il'd out what they refer to as a "r('COllIUlissn.nC'(' 
in forel'," but just what it was intended to aCCOlll
plish is not cll'ar. They u5ed thret' battalions ill 
tbis opera tion and preceded the a.dyanCe wi th a 
30-minute artillery preparation which SN'ms to 
hnye pretty t.horoughly broken up the Brit.ish wire. 
But the force used was not strong enough to do 
mueh more than again drive in the outposts, ancl 
t.hl' .Japanese appear to have withdrawn without 
gailling any important results. They ndmit that 
on the morning of the 12th all of tlll'ir troops Wl're 
back ill their origilla1 positions, 

By this time the .Jnpnnese seem to huvf' coml' to 
th~' conclusion that the key to t.he l'Ilemy positioll 
was Sbin ~lun, the strong point on the right of the 
see tor occupied by the Royal Scots. This bat
talion was on the left of tltl' line, so that the pillbox 
was about 1 mile in from the west.L'l'l1 shol'l' of 
thl' penin5ula. On the reyersl' (British) side of 
the hills, a long ra.vinl' mil clown from Shin Mun to 
the southwest, opening out into the plain dose to 
the shore nnd about a kilometer behind the lines, 
OncE' in posse5sioll of this stl'Ongpoint, the nt
tackel'S would hnve a ('ovt'l'l'd rou tt' lending wdl 

http:r('COllIUlissn.nC


THE HOXG KOXG C.UIP.-\.IGX 

into th,· British area and would bl.' in a. position to 
11- ist the gt'neral frontnl atta(,k by prl'sslIJ'c from 
the flank and rear. Aerinl n'collnnissal1cc had 
shown that this ri1yiIll' was thc chi f British axis of 
communication. Cutting it would add g-reatly to 
till' confusion still c,"illent behind thl' l'nemy lines. 

On t.he 12th the .Jnpnnese stni!eLi a night attack 
wi th a. battalion of illfantry reiuforcl' d by n com
pany of enginecrs. ThE're ',"liS no artillE'ry prepa
ration, for this wns intended as tI surprise attack, 
hut the batteries had lIllrtlnged in on their targets 
during the afterllooll and wcre read.v to put down 
their barrages whrul"'er enJird for. The t.roops 
worked their ,yay throllgh thE' darkness toward 
the crest of the hill. with thr ellgilleers out in frout 
clearing the way through the ,yire. X ot until the 
.In.panese had uuyanccd to \\'itbin less than tI 

hundred yards of t.he pillbox did the British send 
up t.heir first flnre . Once they were disco'-ored. 
the .Jnpunese abundoned all caution, called for 
artillery support (which came dO\\"l1 ns a box bar
rage at the 11l'l1d of the rllyine) , ripped n wny 
through t.he remaining wire ,,,itl! grennties, nnd 
attempted to storm the position in one wild I1lsl!. 
But the fire wn- too heayy, ulld nftel' nearly half 
t.he engine('l":' had })(,CH wiped out, all the lll:lI·hine 
guns, light and heiny, of the bnttalioll 'H'rc 
brought up find their fire eoneentrnted on the glill 
ports of the pill box. Cnder coyer of this firp, small 
groups w01'k('11 up close enough to lise flulIle 
throwers nnd grenades on the ports. while other 
units cl ilned up the supporting machinc-gun HE'. t" 
and riOe groups in the '"icinity. .\ ,- ry fcw lllin
utes work with the flame throwers suffit d to lIlHk 

the garrison surrender. The Japunese tlwn 
workcd fen·rishly to reorganize the eaptured posi
tion, ill preparation for the eOlilltcrfLttaek which 
they momentarily e~:pected. 

But no nttuck enme. During the night a few 
shells from one of the forts a t Hong Kong fell in 
the area, but otherwise all was quiet. By d:wlight 
the .Japanese not only had orgalli:u'd the aren for 
defense, but had brought up two fresh battalions 
a.nd were ready from this positioll to attaek the 
flanks and rear of the British forces on their right 
and left, in coordinatioll with n genernl attnek all 
along the line whieh had been planned for 1100 
thu.t morning. 

.Although the Japnnese were ill 11 strong position 
and were sure that they would cyentually driye the 
enemy out, t.hey were plunnillg on a 3- or 4

day fight, nnd expected a lot of opposition before 
the,'" accomplished thi" rcs ltit. The artillery pr('p
am tioll stlll·ted at dawll. Shortly aft.erwards a 
number of light bombNs flew out to aeld their 
load" to the bomhardment . A few minutl'" later, 
Headqllarters w:)" nstolluded to reeeive it Inessage 
from the pianes that the Bri t i.:h had abnn<ioncd 
the entire position and that their columns wcre ill 
full retn'lI t. One battalion wns deployed ns a 
eOYl'ring'd t:wlllnent on the outskirts of Kowloon, 
I1Jld the rest of the fore e had pru l'tiCHlly eOlllpkted 
tl1l' lIto\"!' :t(')'() - the IWITOW s trip of \\ li ter to thl' 
island. 

Orders wellt out nt once for tht· troops to ad
VaIlCl', and the .Japalle5t' inf:lIltry pushed forwurd 
and lip the heights as rapidly :L.., possihle, but for 
SOIll!' reason no effort was made to I'll t off til<' 
Brit it;h or to pursue them into Kowlooli. FrOl)) 
th('ir obselTl1tion points on the (Test of t.he cap
tured hills, the .Japanese could dearly see the 
British rear guard "'ithdrawing towards the ferry, 
but the. made no a tll'mpt to interfere with it and 
cOlltented themseh-es with throwing a few shells 
into the out kirts of the eity. They fin!lll~" entt'I'ed 
Kowloon about 1600 and took oyer the job of 
policing the city. which th _ ::>11Y had been ill a 
stnte of ,yild disorder l'Yer sil .(' the withdrawal of 
the British troops thnt Illorning. 

3. THE A ITACK ON HONG KONG ISLAND 

During the next few days tile .Jap:lllese were 1)("

eupied in "restoring pell 'C' nad order in tht, 
Kowloon Pelli asula"; coiled illg all t.h e small 
bon ts they could find twt\\ t'('ll Canton nnd 
KO\dooll; "securing Ilnd protpcting the oil farms" 
011 the peniwmla, nOlle of \\hich lwei been de
stroyed by the Brit i h; and l'stnblishing gun posi
tions on the euptured heights from \\·!tieb they 
could shell the fortress of Hong Kong. They 
bombC'd gUll positiolls and other military objel'
tin's on the island once or twice each day, but they 
used only H [l"\'light l"L'collnnissullce bombers at it 

time. .\pPUl"l'lltiy 110 attempt WilS made to lay 
down any heavy eonCl'ntr:J tions during this 
period. 

A('l:ol'ding to .Jnpllnese aceouuts. the British 
werc e,'l'n more inur.ti ' ·e. Little if any a ttelllpt 
was wade to intcnlict the passes over the bills 
north of Kowloon, and the invnders poured troops 
down into the plain. in full view of the observation 
posts OIl Yictol'ia Peak, with ,"el'y little intcrfer
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enee and with 11 minimum of easunlties. Not 11 

single rollnd WII tired at the oil farms in Kowloon, 
ul tllOugh a battery could haye et tLe ent.ire place 
nbln.ze in 15 minutes of good shoo ting. On tilt' 
Ii n~" before the~- ern ed to th i"lllml. the Japan ,.~, 
slwlled the Vi ctoria wuterIront a.ll uftel'noOlI with 
trench mortlu,; set up 011 the Kowloon doek , with
out el iciting any <ll lSweriug fir from the British 
position:::. 

On the night of the 18th, the .Japanese crossed 
thc s t1'lli t and lnnded Oil Hong K l lg nt Xorth 
Point. Artill(']"y fire dllring the 11f t 'moon awl 
enning hud put thc Briti"h pillbox in that arpu 
out of a('tion fin d set fire to a llumbcr of oil tunk 
located then). There WllS y ry little fight ing. The 
eonfllsion l"Il IlSt'c\ b~- th e smoke fr m the bunLing" 
tank::: ;;('ems to b UH' pr ' ,"entcd t he B ritish fro m 
reHlil.ing w hat wn~ happenillg, and hyo ('ompnnie' 
of the lending Jnp:mrsc hnttal i n "" rc nl rl'nti y 
nshore before they 11me ul1ll 'r fire. Tht'r(' W b H 

short. firt' fight bllt. no t'OUIl ·rattIH·k b~- the d('
fender:::, a11(1 w ilen thc other two {'omp:lllie landt'd. 
the British wi thdr w nbout a k iloJnptCl' to :::OIlle 
high gr01Illci nt thl' h: \. of the li ttl~ peni11'u ht. 
Frolll sOllie prisoner:; l'nptured in this engll~clllell t . 

the Jnptlnl'sc l ellrJled thnt the troops opposillg 
them were II bnttnliol1 of the ]\[iddl es 'x Heg-imellt. 

All da~-long . in full ,-i w of til l' B rili;:;i l obseIT:!
t.ion posts, t.lH' .Jnp:llll's(' fe..rricd men and ma teriel 
H('ross to NOI,th POillt. As the sllc,·,'s"in' inne
melLts of re.infor('·cments nrriycc/, tllC.'Y enJnrg cI the 
hCH('hlrend, gradLlully fOl'eillg tL(' Britis.h b UI·k 
towards the hills in the ('enter of the islnlld. l~llt il 

lutc in the nftt'1110011, b~" ,,"IJiclt t.illlP the b(,<l('hlll~ lId 

had been elllnrg"ed :mffieient.ly to pl'll\~idp plellt~- of 
mnHeU'-l'r spnce, the peninsula of ~ ' ol'th Point 
wns, by the .Jnpancse own admission, n ,'('ellt' of 
terrible (,Tomling and confusion. The a ren W11" 

""ell within the range nne! field of fire of at le:lst 
t.hl·p(, h, tt I'ie!' of fortress gUllS, alld t.h{' ,Jap:1H '<w 
frankly admit tlla t they accomplished their mission 
with so few ell ual t ies only het'llllse the British fl1ilec/ 
t,o brinO' n sufficient. COlleent.rn tion on th is " {' tor 
dUl'ing thE' first nnd 8('('ond d:L~Ts uft C' /' the Illlldillg-. 

From this tinlE' on IIntil thl' SUrI'l'nrier. thl' hnttle 
cOllsisted, for the Japanese, of a slow but st t'n ~

enlorgellH'nt of their beu('hhl'l1d. They (,OfH'en

t.r1.lled their mllin strength in sueh a way as to 
dri\·l' ,-OLltlt If'" !ltds the c('nt.er of tl1<' island in an 
attempt to i olnt(· the tlefC'nding troops sl lit ion I'd 
in the (,iI ~t I'll pnrt. The lldYllllee wus slow, for the 

OPERATIO:'\S 

terrain \\'I\S diffit'ult alld th British dt'fensf' stuh
born; but p1'ogn'ss \ tl2 (t'IHh. llnd WfiS 1'11 1'('1\

humpel'(>(l by ('Ollflt!·L·UtLdcks . ''1:lw Bri Lish fui llll:e 
to <:Olllltt'l'at tn(·k plll.zll'd the .Jn poLJ I" thl'OLlg-hoLlt, 
tIll' c:ampuign. It ,,"us nol lI nnlllflf'!' th ., 'Ul'l'I'IHII'I' 
tlwt they found out that defl'll'!' pluns pro,-idl'd for 
only n limitpd numlwl' of rl' t'l'\ l'• • 50 that ",1](>11 the. 
linc was Oll('t' hl'ok('11 5ufliril'lIt troops to retakl' the 
lost ground simply Wt'!'t' lLot 1\ ,",ti labl(,. Th(' :lb
senc(' 0 ]'(·S('I'\·(,8. and l llt\ lnck of depth in :Ill tlll'il' 
dpf(ln~in' po:::itiollS. ill t/if'lItl' d llll Ih B riljsh placpc/ 
E'xc ("<;iyl' ]'('IiUl1l'l' on tht' nbjlit~" of thC'ir lillt' of 
pillL>oxt'::: to TC'PUJS(' nll~r Illt 1'1II p lrrll:llldillg. ,Tapa
Ill'Sf' (Titicism of tht' B ri t' i,;h d('fen 't' wus tlt:lt it 
lnc.ked flexibility . Ill1ll. Ollt'(' pierced, was diffi(,ult. 
to I'l'ol'!!:ll1i7.(' . 

By the 21st til(' Bri tish. l'('uliz iHg that thl'ir 
~'lIl'rjsn n::: at Stfllll('~" Hlld otlwt' puns of tht' (· 1 ....tl'1'Il 

:lnd 8 uth (\n~t('l1 1 short' \\ I'I'C' 5"l'iollSI~" Ihn'lltl'IIPc/ 
b~" th< ,JnpalH'Sl' pLl . h. o lltll\\ 1I1'1! f1'ol1l LT orth Point, 
\\,ithdn'\\' all troo p- ft'o m ho f' :ll'l'US lind ('stab
lishNl a III'W lint' \\'hi r- It S\\ l'pl in .1 lll l'/!r' sl'lllil'in·lt' 
:ll'ound the :::kirt::: of th(· P l'ok . Hl'I'(' t hl'Y dll~ ill 
for tho' . finnl d l'fPll 8(' . ;Llu l the .JIII);)III"Se ,' tty t llIl t. 
th l' l'vrrest tighti l1~ of th i~ illk e:1mp:1igll took 
pl:H'c during tho-(' IIl t>t :{ or -l ( II ~' . 

It WtlS. howl" ·E' l'. ollly II m il ttf 'r of time. Po\\,eJ'
less to ~ top tl)(' ('oll.lu llt ,.;t l'l'u rn of troops which 
pou rl'{\ in to rl'illfol'l'e l it" l l. taekt'l", the ilri t i~h 
n:>r pushNI hnd- fllL't h,' l' nll d farther lip the slOpt,,,; 
of thl' Penk. Oil thl' 2;.1d II Il unupposed landill~ 
,"n,; m odI:' at Stnlllt'~" (llh lllll lollPd by till' British 
~ du~"s pn'" iollsly l . nllt! additioIlal pre::;Sl\J'(' was 
brolJ~ht :1g-3 Ulst dIe dcfl'n:i\'(' ring from thr sOllth. 
The GeHeral Ofliccl' COllllll lln dillg was ill fun))' of 
,nllTl'IIIII'l'illg at th is tillll'. hut the JnpnllI'S(' cil'
mand wus I'dllsl'd h~' till' (io\'l ·I'I101·. The III'xt 
lllorlLing the .Taplllll'se put dn"11 a he;I\'y C'OLlC'I"Il

tl'u tiOll OIl till' s(,ctOI' mllll111',i b~- Olle of till' Cnlln
di lll l b nttolion,.; £It till' IWHd of Happy Yalley. Ulld 
lot l' ill the dll ~ fullf>'n~d it IIp with all illfnlltl'~" 
11.-'HUIt. As tltI' \eu<iillg.Japlllll'Se bnttnlioJl jlllllpl·t! 
off. n. squndron of light bomb('rs elllllt· in 10\\" 

o,"er the C'alindililis. strnfing tl1\:111 with jig-lIt frng
l1l<'lllot ioll homhs ulld 1l1 l1c 'h illl'-gllllllillg thpl1l. 
The troops stood thpil' gTOll11l1 ,,"ell UJld e\"id(,lltl~

brought. do" Il OIle of th(' mn('hin ' , for the .Jnp
nlle~e [lc('ount l'pfl'l's to "lUI intrepid 'Yild E ~gle 
who dl'lilwratt'ly d,l.'ill'd hi,:; plnne iILto the grollnd. 
(,ilusin~ it to ('xplodp withill the 'I\('m~' n1nks and 
thro" 'Ilg them iuto utter ('(mfLlsion." 
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The Cn nnditllls hlHl b l'{m p I" ,tty blldl.,' mauled. 
for they werE' not sufficiently dug-in to withstand 
such prolonged I1 l'till t'I'Y bombardment or an attt1ck 
from the air. "'hen the .JnplUH~se inftlll try moyed 
into tIlt' position eUl'ly ill th ufle1'JlooJl, they found 
ml1n~T cusllaltil's 1. -ing' in till' shallow indiyidunl 
foxboles whil'h wer e the only prot 'c tion the troop", 
had made for tht'nL 'lyc. The lack of cyen the 
si mplest kind of -hdt er t rl' ll ch shows the disor
ganization of the lleJpJl(lillg' tl'OOpS ill this filial 
s tnge of tIl<' bnttle. 

The sunender eame the next morning, on 
Christmus Day. The persistent, uninterrupted 
ntiYlltlce of the .JapnIlPse; the confusioll behind 
lllE'ir own lint's. which made it impossible to or
g-nnize and bUllch a COUll tern tttH'k; nnd the renli-

KOXG CA:\[P,UGX 

zatioll that fllrth el' rrsislll lH'(, would on ly po",tPOIH' 
the illt'yitnble nnd C'llUse ' Pl'ioHS lo 's of life lImong 
the exhnusted troops- nil these considerntions 
finall~' l'oIlyin('ed the Go\'('rnol' of thL' hopelessness 
of the situation. nnd enu:'ied him to surrender th(' 
island und th~ forces under his command. 

On tile 26th the Japanese staged Q. formal tri
umphnllt elltry into the city of Victoria, ",ith 
thousands of Chill t'sl:' lillill~ the strrc ts , ,,'uying: 
littll> J npnnese f1 Ug5. tllld dll'('ring lhe long col
UlllllS of tallks and g'uns nnd marehing men. In 
,,'hut the .Japanese deseribed as n "neyer-to-be
rOI'g'ot it' n eel' mOllY," the first of the Anglo-Saxoll 
strolll!holds ill thE' Far Enst fell to the nch' ;)Ill'illg 
champiulls or the" ~('\\' Order." 
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Section III THE PHILIPPINE CAMPAIGN 


1. PRELIMINARY LANDINGS 
Thl.· war in tiLl' l'bilippiJH''; Iwgnn curly Oll the 

morning of Dp('C'mill'l' 8 wlll'1l the <Tapanl' t' , 

following thl' pnttC'rn that they hacl mapPt'l1 ont 
for all their (, ll ll1paigns, struck from thl' nil' with 
tl'ell1l'ndous fOl 'C'1' at nil of the' impOl'lant air b:lses 
in Luzon. The attt1.ck('l's conn 'rgl'd from all di
]'('etiol1s: :11'1l1~" bomtwrs r!'Om southern Taiwnn. 
nnd Utl\"y plam·' from l'UlTi(,!'s 1'1' Il.·ing in the China 
Set). nnd tlll' Pacific, The l'('slI lt :31'I'UI'ed appear 
to 1111\"e beell ex 'dl,'n t. Cn p il tlli ;.: in!! on the 
initia.l surprise, til(' raidl'r;; hln ' h 'l l till' plalle anel 
fiplds of the ,\.meri('ull Fill' E a ' tl'l'll .\ir F or ee 
Ulltil. at the end of 2 <i llY" Impl'rinl H u(l
quul'tt'rs l'ollid annOllll('r till t m.on' than olle-third 
of till' .\.nH'ricul1 air strength in thr Philippines 
had heen rC'mll'l'ed innctin', .Tupnn ~ 1055('5 were 
li f!ht, for their bombing. whidl w rG tlOllp frolll a 
\"(' l'~" low alt itude , not only (lestroyed pl:1l1l'5 and 
hallgars but ('ut up the l'I111 w nys so badly that 
~\Illl'ril'tlll fighters " "ere ullnbk to grt off thl' ground 
thl' first da~", The destruction of bOlllhl'r-;;, tll1l1 
of tlt(, fields frolll which squadrons ('ould OfH'rntt ' , 
11111111' it vil'tuull,\' impossibk th ll l"'llft l' r to illterrerl' 
s(')'iously \\'ith .Japnnesl' Inlldin~ operations, 

Tit" first Innding was made jll:t before dtnnl Oil 
Dec(,IllI)!'!' 10. at a point about 5 lllil(,s south of 
'"ignll un the islnnd of Luzon, The initial lllm l
ing party consisted of blucj ud "l'I and llla rill 
\\'bo (,OY(,1'I'<I the debarkatioll of n reinforcec\ 
hl'igade of arm,\· troops, The opposition was ('x
tH'llwly \\ 1' 1 k. In fact, thl? only AnH'l'ienll troops 
1'1lCOlllllc'l'l'd were u scout-cal' platoon of till' 26th 
Cayalr~') on reconnaissance duty on thf' \\"rst
const road , whil'h hl1.ppened to b e on the spot 
whrll the first .hpull(,sL' units eame nshore, TiL(' 
.Japanese \\"(~I'(' 1l0t. ('yell ddnyed by the fOllr S(,Ollt 
ca.I'S, and sllc(,l'('drd ill dalllaging one and capturing 
a.notit('I', They W('I'l', howl'ver, lInnble to prl'H'nt 
the platoon from sending a radio messngl' to I'('gi
mentnl lH'aflquart.ers near Linga~'rn Gulf. alld in 
thi s way thl' first 111'\\'" oj a hostile landing readll,d 
Gem'ral ~la('A.rthul"s IlI'aciqunrtel's. 

Thr 'mop" lIsrd in thi;;; ojwl"ntion, a,.; wdl liS 

tho~(' IIs('d ill the' subsequ"llt lll ntiillg' nt Lill~'nY(,Il, 

barl 1)('('11 C'HI'rying: out landing- opl'rations all 
SIlIllIllN nloll~ thp Chinn eOIlSt., fmlll C nntOll to 
t.ill' Ill, O-Cla illll bordl' t', Liltlr if nn~r militnl'~" 

adynll 11 0 '(, n ':- ultt,d from i hose opl'I 'a tiOIlS, tl nel it 
wonld no\\" npl)('nr thn they bnd bl'l'll int"ll(il-d 
solt'ly for tmi ning , I so, they W('l'f' \\'1'11 \\'orth 
t he dl'ort. for til!' two ltUid inl!" i lt Yigtlll and 
Ling-n,H'11 \\ (' I'! ' l'fl'I'(' t l,t1 rapidly and wilh a milli
mUlII ot ('ollfusion, B,\" the time tltn t .\nl('l'il':I11 
bornlwl'- tHriyp<l Oil the sC(,lI(' uL Vigan, SOIlll' 2 
hoUl's Il f( I" d I , l i ~ht, the .Japanese had all of tlll'ir 
troops tlnd :1 gnod part of their su»plirs a~llol'l' , 
ilnd the ail' :Ilmy(' filll'd with naval fighter plalll ':; 
from l'tll'l'i('\';; or till' cs('ort fOl'ce, 

TIH' AllH'ri l'llll a lt ll l'k , \\'llich was calTiNI out 
by eight light hOllllwrs (probably Doug-I u.,' "\- 20 
~\'s , w us , fl('('o l'ding' to .Japanese \'rpol'ts, \,"e ll .:011
l'cin·d nllt! holdly 1', "'(' ll t r t!, Thl' ploncs ("unw in 
at an altitudp of II'," Lhan toO yards, und droppcd 
250-pOUlld bon h, Oil tIll' tnw:"porl ulH'horl'd in 
the rotldsl t'lid Hnd 011 thl' rscort vrssl'ls which w('l'(, 
pntroIlill~ tll l' :I),('U , TIl(' .T'lpnn es(' admit t.hl' lot'S 
of ol1r tra nsport and Dill' "warship," nnd t.IH' 

damagin~ (If anot ilC'1' trnnsport , But if t.he Hl,(,t 
W fiS am'hon'd as dl's(' ribed ;lilt! if the attack wus 
in Joet m ud, ' fl'Olll Sill'll n low altitude, considerably 
morE' dnlll ngl ' must huyl' I)('('n inflil'l('d , although 
it should be l'rllleml)('red thnt t he imnwdintc. eit'eet 
on the Innding t'o)'('l' Will Ilq!,'li~ible, brcHnse most 
of its persolllwi 11 lid lll:l t pri!'1 \\'('rc nlready Dsllore, 

Till' .Jnpulwse c1l1illl Liln\' nil of tho American 
bomb('l's ,,"ere shot down by t.hpir protpetive 
fi~htrrs, Though this is lInc\oubll'dly an exug
gpril lion..\merienn 10,:"1'50 1lI11st ILU \'t, beoll heavy , 
[01' the :;('('one! atttll'k, lIlnde SOllle :2 hours aft"r 
the first, wns eXI'I'utt'd by only three plnnes. 

Thl' landing at Legnspi, 011 t.he :-lollthNlStl'l'll tip 
of Luzoll, was enrl'l(,d out. by a. similarly ol'gn.nized 
brig-ud(' \\"hich had beell assembkd in tlw ~rariant1s, 
The :l s"nult took plan' tit dawli Oil De('.l'mher 12 
and apparently wus ullopposed, Coming-:2 days 

9 
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nftlT tilt' Illllrling- fit '-ig-nll nnd at t il" oppo;;it(' ('nd 
of the island, it reslIlted ill d c' lay ing the dispa I'll 
of AI111'rienn l'I'illfore('nw n t ' to tht' northerll sP('WI'. 
TIll' timiIl,!! of th"st' two prd inlinal) "Xlh'ditiolls 
wns excdl<'llt, for the.," In 'pl the III II in ,\.ml'ricl1.11 
foret's immobilizl'd in th!' (,PlI u,tl l pluill nwa itill 
til<' main .Japanese lal\ding, Bodl adn mc(' units 
hehan'd as thollg h th.,.\ WPl'(' l's l uhli"h illg Iwuch
lwads to prot '('t tilt· lundil tV of la l1!1'1' 1'01'(' s . .-ls 
t,bl' ,'lml'l'i('an Ail' Foret' hnd 1.1'1'11 ,h'i , 'II fr om tll(o, 

ail', eXt'I'pt. for a fight!'r sq ll uc ll'Oll or IWo IIsed to 
proted tile eoncent.l'at,ion 0 th,' lI1 Uill 'my north 
and ellst of \Jallila , OI'IW1'I1I \ l l1('Art lllJr's III'ad
qllfl,I'krs was Jepri\'('u of its mo"t impo t' t llllt recon
n uissance ag('nc~' and ('ottlcl onl,\' wuit blilldl,Y fol' 
tIre blow to fnll. 

2. 	MAIN LANDINGS: LlNGAYEN AND 
LAMON BAY 

All the Japn1l l's, ' u(,tiol\s l ip t thHt tinw had 
in<ii('ntt,d that dl('il' mn in at t !tck would coml' tit 

on(~ of the two j)l ul' I's \\'hl'I'(' lllnding ' Iltld olJ'l'lHly 
bPt'll ('ffp('teci, t.hul is, :\ I \"i ,... an OJ' L 'gu ' pi: n nil tlll' 
drft'nsin', pn'para tinns of Ihe .-\ull'l'il'lIlls appul'
('ntl:v Wl're buspd Oil tJull nssllmption. TI Il ' SlIbsl' 
qtll'nt landing of t1J(' t \\o mnin iny iOll fore!':> ot 
Lillg'a,Ypn alld n ( La mon Bay is I'l'''ar til' u as on., of 
thl' most brilliu ll t mon' s of the l'nti['l' war ill th ... 
Fa]' EaSI. It. required t.he JapolI!';;c' to I'XI'(' 1I1 (' 

t.ht' i]' nuu n landings in the fae!' of (, !l I'm,\' I'l'si" l ne!'; 
but it split till' .Aml ']'il'tLfi fo1'(, (', t o "lldl an l' LI'nt 
that t1w~" w('rc' IIlIll.bh, to bring sIlHi(' il'lltl~T strong 
fo],ces to b('nr at an,\" one point. TIll' troop;;; Sl'nt 
to attack tilt' beu dl itl'ucls at Vign.1I nnd L('gnspi 
w('n' till'l'nll'll l'r\ in tllt' 1','lU' will'lI tht' main land
ings came at Lillgn,vl'n an d Lurnnll Bny, <lll,l h ad 
to fall back b(,fol'p tlll'." could Ill'('olllplish tltl'ir 
mission, This in till'll l'nn bll'd th.. .Jnpa.IH's(' a (l
,Tlmcr' expt,ditionn]'.\' fo]'('!'s to fucili l ll LI' t.Ill' moill 
law lin/?'" b,Y flnnk at lI ('ks OIl tilt' .\.nw]'ietlll troop,.; 
who wpre OppOSilll! thosc' lanclings . Tilis propPII
sit~" for doing thl' 1IIIl'xjJl'cte<i, alld iI \\'illinglwss to 
takl' gn'):l.t risks, han' chn.ract.l'I'ize(1 the .Jupalw:,,' 
actions thl'OllgllOlit till' wur ill thl' Far Ensl, awl 
han contl'ibllt.ed ill 110 srnn.JJ dl'~l'l'(' to their illitilll 
SU(,Ct'S8C'S , 

The first landing in force was mach, Ht LilmOll 
Bay, l'!lst of \I ll.ll iln, on Dt'cl'll1bl'l' 22, Thl' 01l1y 
opplIsi tiull nUll(' from the lIormal b 'uch gllilrd 
units, for tlll' bulk of tht' Ii 'fl'nJing troops in the 
sOllthl'l'II pn!'t. of the islilnd w,'n' l'1Ilp1geo witll thl' 

OPER,\T IOXS 

.fapnll c· ' I' brig-nfl,' ot Legaspi, Suffieient Amrl'ieill1 
troops hnd b(' l'll SPilt to that. uretl to on'rcome thl:' 
.JUPtll l t" t' aIr'l'll dy estu blishecl ashore, tinct so 
PI'C'\"l'llt diP landillg of H(lrlitiollal t roops in thnt 
sum,' arPH. Hnd the .Jnpnlll" l' n ttE'lJ1ptNI to Innd 
th"ir I1lnin forcp nt L'gil~ pi, the~' wOllld have 
found theil' ('o\'prillg' force' dl'in' l1 bn('k flllto the 
bl'l)('h, and it i.;; highly prooub l,' tLa t Ih ul pnrt of 
tIll' expeditioll would hrl\'e t'ml(· .! in fuiJIII 'c'. But 
t.]w bold it1l1ding of n largr l'xpt'ciition ot Lnmon 
Ba..," , without du' pro t 'l'l iolt f a co ' , ring force, 
tIU'I'1 tf'Ill'd t11l' real' of tli(' .\n1l'ri('1l1l troops P1'( SS
in~ on the bl'll.c1 iJl Pncl at Ll'g-tlSpi, fon' l,d their 
withdrt1\\"a l, and d l's t ro~'l'd the lus t c'iJnllc(' the 
Americnl 1m.1of d l'fl'll t ing th l' .I n,pnlll:' t' in dl't nil 
and !)J'e\ fi t ing t.lH'rn from ('olH'Pl1t ra t.ing H large 
army on the islnnd. .Ht!'r d ds , only on(' t.hing 
COllld snn' the PhilippiIWS: a SIICl'l'5sful ntt.a.ck by 
til.. main .\mel'i l'll ll l1rmy floglti l ll' tLl' Iu'my ndnlll('
illg' 011 \{i1 niJa from Lamon Bay. This :\£n('
Ar Llnlr nppnl'l'ntl~" preplu'('d to do, but !'('fon' till' 
hattle t'ould lw joinf'd in PIl I'!lI 'Sf, tll!'],(' ('11m!' 11('\\' '; 

of til .. , 1I(,(,!," 'ful lUlldi 19' of lI11 othl'r larg-I' c'OII

tillg-l'lIl at. Lillg-tl.~ \'11; II ftc,]' this , thc')'l' ",n s lint iJing
Jd't bllt t noawloll :\filnilu ulIll withdrnw to rh,' 
B ut unn P('nillsultl., wh!'!'!' th .. Illlnll'J'icu,1 SII/>t'riorit." 
of the .J UpUIH'31' troops would oe ofl's('t, SOIlll'W!Ja.t. 

b.\" tlu' IIIU'l'OW front 011 which thl',\" would han' to 
nttack. 

TJII ' Japnnl'Sl' II I t uck on t.ltl' bl'ach a to LinguY<'lI 
on D \'('c 'l11o<.'1' 24 was fllrt.lI l'I' p"idelll'(, of t.hc' 
pl'rfl'(,t.ion of thl'ir timing. Lill~/I.Yl'n is til<' olll~' 
spot on t1w w('st consl w}lI' l'e ft lu]'g'(' forc!' enn b(, 
InllliNl, and it was of l'Ollrse d('fl'llClc,(1 b~" all thl' 
,\nwl'it'ILl1 troops UlIll ('ould bl' mnd,' t1\'a ilablc'. 
,'llL.\" tlllU, ist e tL a tt('mpt to land thl'I'l' WOIlI( I hay!' 
bl'l'lI t'xt:.l·l'dillgly l'osL.ly to t.hl' .Japul1I' c' I1ml mig-ht 
,'Vl' ll Ita Vt' <.'ntLpd ill faihu'(' . TIl!' nr8L at.\ l'mpt;; 
to h1.l1d in t.he early morning wl're rt'pllbl'ti; nllli 
Ihc' sl'('ond nttaek, mn.dl' aftc'!' fllriolls hombin~ 
from the air lUu l shl'lling frnm tlw Hed, though 
slI('(" 's"Iul, wa.s eostly and was stllbbornly e01l
t l' I" I'Ii , and had aetHally h('cll brought to n st.allll 
s( ill h)' abollt. WOO . .Just, then, wlwn Dill' more, 
l'ollllteruttul'k from the pX}JH.lIst(,d I1nd {lllt-nllm
bl'!'I,t! Philippine-American troops migllt !Jan' 
clrin'll till' innldl'l'S into dlP sell. thC' .rapalll'Sl' 
COllllllll whid! had landed at Viglln ami had been 
mO\' illg' >;olltL by fo['('.('d marehes arrived al. San 
Fubian .Ill th., gulf, and from L1H'n' lill1llched I1n 
nttHek on tlH' right flalLk and 1'1:'111' of the lightly 
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h,'11i _\.nII'rjl'U II dI'fI'IL<:I' Ii I II'... . The' III It d· Wl1.f 
n ']llli 'I'd, b ill l il t' 11'0 P tI ~l' tl to l'l'IH'1 it \\ 'n' Ih(' 
l:lst of tht · l't';;f'l' \'j" (n halln lioll of Ill(' 5ith In
rHnlr~ ' , Pllilippil1P SI'Ollt '), and Il]('ir tl i\ l' I ~ioll to 
tl ll1 L tnsl\: pren ' ll tl·d t1w ir b (' i n~ tlSl'IL ill a 
eOl lll t{'rutruek fl.!;n il1 t t lw JaptHWSI ' tl'OOpS who 
hn t! f·)u_ ht thpir \\ttY a Jawt'. D!ll'i l ~y thp night., 
tht' ,Jnp :I1l(,:!' suC'c lC,dl·<l 'n lUllti.i lll! \,( ,jll /'Ort't'I11t'llt- , 
nIHI tlw It t d WIlCI' of l'I'IWUi ll/! tht ilJ\ :sioll at t h is 
poillt was lost. 

Tlw II xt. 2 d ll,\'i'; \\1'1'1 ' l'mplo?f'cl hy tIll' .T:ljHl
II(' . (' ill Plllul'!!ing- u nd cllusolidu I jug- rlH' LWIl I'IIIII'ud , 
li king onr and n'pllu:iltg thC' dod~jng fneili1 i 'S at 

Li llg ny rn, aTllI laJl ding- more troops and sllppli l'$ . 
..ihou t fixe d iyislon .: wllh ('orlJ ' and allxiliary 
tmops compos(,d tIl' cxp l'll it ioll, nnd s uch wus tIll' 
thorou O'h n 58 of t1l' .Tapont'sl' orl!nnizut ion alld thl' 

spl'I'd with whidl Hll'Y wor ked tllU.t, by mjdlli~ht 
of D N'C'mbl'r 2f/'27, all t ,h l'!'!' tl'OOpS '\'t'rl' III 

pos it io n an I I'pa" _ for tJlC plI. It south. 

3, ADVANCE TO MANILA 
The Aml'riC'IUl iOl'('es (\I·bil'!. npporl'ntl." ('011

sis lt'r1 of Jhlrtion of' the 1st· Pbilippilll' Di\'i~i(>n, 
wit.h till' '2{)th ('tl\'ah'~-, Philippill(' SCOllts, nnd u. 
ha.tt er,' of' h al'S!' artillery nt tllcl H,d ) withdl'l'\\' dur

ing Ilw l\.i~lt l to positiolls in tllt· \' icinity of "r n 

Cnrlos 11f tl' l' it lind bl'collll' e\'idl'lI t tlnlt the head l 
Ild('lts,' po it Ions 'H'rl' 1I0 longl'r t('Hnbk. .\.n~
furtllt'l' ul Ll'mpts to illtl 'rfl'l'I' wit.h tit,' JapllIws' 
lllllding 'nm lel linn' ill\'oln,t! tlte .Am(,l'iC'IUl troops 

in an tll't inn from whieh tlH'Y prohabb- {'ollJel 1I0t. 
han.. l'xlri('Htl d tht'Il\ "(']YI'S, alld the 1'0nd south to 
til'" plains nt'Ol llld ~Inlliln. Whl'IT ~Ial',\.l'thllr·" main 
nnny WUR ('OW'Pll tra I illg' wOlJld hn n' h t'corl I'om

pjptd~' ullddl'IHlC'd. 
,,'hl'l\ 1111' .Jap'll w 'I ' jUlllpI'd off 011 tlll·it, SOlltll

, lll'd (h'in' a t dm\'ll Oil thl' 'lidl, tl \(·~ fOlilld that 
only u. small force, ('Ollsi s t ing of the eo n dl','- with its 
at.tatlH'rl H1'1illery H.ntl n few engillt'c'l's, 113 el bl't' ll 
ldt to lIHl.ill tain contud with tltl'lll aud to ,l stJ'oy 
tIll' road , alld bridgl's ilJ all effort to delay tlll'il' 
i1,dnllll.'l'. Th,' AnH'ril 'ulIs mnd e 110 1'I1'01't to hold 
ally positiolls I'v('n IOIl~ l'IlOUgh to lll llk" tl lt,ll'lul illg 

Japnnl'se eli visiclJI d('plo~' , but ('o lll(' n t ('1l ttlt'Ill (,IH'S 

\\'ith ('mploying the illc! i ,-idunl ..iUl' Iroops of t ill' 
('l1,'a ll'Y as indl']1l'util'llt sl'('uriry dcludmll'll l' for 
tI ll' t'nginl' cl' work illg'-purlics wh ih' the la t ll'r W I"I' (.' 

l'lIga~l'd ill tlwil' (homolitioll work. It. wns II typu'u l 
('u¥uh'., ddll~' ing tl('l il 11 , with Ih (' , \nll'riell ll h oll
illg 1If) t il l' .lllpnnl' l' IldnUl'l' ~Il!lI'IU III t hl' road 

hlc)!'k jlJ::1 llln/! I'TLo lIl!h t o Hwkl' lhl'm hal tJll'il' 
IlJ('( ' \tu Iliz{lt l \' l'lI i<'l(,s 11lId d l' plo.v their I'.vd is! 
illIl1ll tr.,' for 'Il l IlIIl!'].,. B l'i'Ol'f' the ull o(' k cO ll ld 
go homl' , L1 1 , ,'ltgi lH'r'r<; ,,"oullL !J:1ye ('ompl('tf'd th l'ir 

work of til' -tl'tlC'l ion, till I the caYruryn1l'11 wOllld 
hn'-p fnd(,tl :I n t.' throug-h the woods , hnmboo 
tliickcts, aIHI ('1ll1 E hrl\kl tl'l 1'1 II. 1'1Tlbl(, aIHI re
p ent, th f' openltioJl 3 or -1 lII ill" fur lh ..!' duwn t h I' 
rond, Thf' .Japanese would he IpCt wi d l 2 or 
3 JIOUI'S' 1'1'1>tl i l' \\'01'1- OIl ll w ir Iitlllt!S , aIllI the 
problem ot ,;( tt ing up t Iwi r own Olltpo linl' to 
('0\'1'1' t hl ·ir I'lIgillPt'I':: wl lil (' lht' \\'ork of J'{'('on tru('
tion Wl'nt on. 

TIll' .Jnpallt'sl·, 110\ 1" 1'1', hn.d orgllniz('d tlwir ad
' aJlf' 1" for '(0' in thp bl'st possible way to l'ope wit!1 
tl H'~I' t li d if'S. Foul' . l'l1 t's of Opl'I'llt.ioll agains t. 
lightly >l l'Tl lt'd guerrilla IOl'l ~('. in e llim) ha d taught 
tlil'l11 (Ln tltl' speru'hl'Hd of their acl \'flTl('\' should 
he composed of light tnllks (which would suffer 
eompuratinly light It sst's wh en opposed by ligh t 
l'n"nIl', ) find i\, mobik body of troops such as 
C'a n lIy (which co uld driYe off the l'nl'my covering 
forl'l' s whell tIl C' tanks \\'1'1'1' hdd up by 11 roud bloe k 
or otlu'i' dl' moli tion wo ri-) . TIl(' tn,llks , \ (,I 'e t.lI!.' 
point ot the nd nllH'(' 11 Ild nlwnys ucLl'd aggr(' in'ly, 
j)rl'_ ' illl! fOI'\\ltrd along t hl' rllll.d until held up by a 
mud block, If tI l!' i t'rrain p('rmiLll'd, tllcy t.hen 
mOH,t! off to till' s id .. and uttl'mpted to outOank 
thl' 1'(' i'lance ill IllI·ir (rollt, but if tIl(' site of t.he 
dl'fI\o li ti n 'Hlrk IlHd bl'('n propl'rly loeu,tl'c\ ill It 

IW 1'1'0'\. defile W Ill' l'(' s uch t ile-tit' W '['( ' impossiblP, 
thl' Il'lllling tnn ' : imply opl'ned fin' from till' road 
Oll nlly turgC' l.: t h('~- ('(l lIld find, alltl the support.ing' 
I'U" U!t',\T \\ 11 .. hro llg Jlt, up, dis molllliPd, and uSNl to 
dl'ino off ti ll ('lll'm,'- CO'-Pl'illg' forc l.'s so tlll.\.(. till' 

1'llgilH l'I'S l'o llid l'I'pair lhe rlUlllUg(' and thl' ndYtIlH '(' 
hi' 1·('S IIIlWcI . 

On till' man'h south from LingIlYC'T1, the .Jllpa
IlI'SI' had no I'U \TII I I'.\-, us that. hrl}.l\dl is not s u it.a b ll' 
for lISI' in !nlll lillg opt'ratiolls, alld its transport hy 
;:'('11 is 1l1l1'('OIlOlJli('al and d iffi ('HIt. in t,lw fne~I' of 
111 ' 1 in' l'I 'SistIl IH 'l' . In il s p hlf'(' tJwy I'lnplo,Ved 
('.n:list illf:JIl ll·.\~ , ,\'hil'h \'('q lliJ'"d no ndditiOlwl 
i J'tlnsport. spal'l' for calTying' hors l's awl fO I'llg'e, 
which \\' U \1';1'1'111 li S illfnll.t.ry in the assault. on tIll' 
h 'IH'II , lind wilil'h la.t!'r, mOllntt'11 on hieyeks, pos
:;' ('5"\'" ;> u fli(' il'llt mohilit,y to uC' ('ompnny lind ~llP
por i tl tt, ul! ' :\1\1 '( ' ml,l'1lf1nilWd units, 

From D N'I' lII bl'r 2G, wlll'fl ti ll' I1clnw ce on 11n.nib 
from Lllt llorl Bay flud L ingnyen began, a.1l the 
eft'ol t::, oj' thl.' ,Jupllnl'~C ' \'l'l'e directl,d towardR bot
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13 THE PHIUPPI~E C\:\[l'AIGX 

tling lip the American forees in the \'icinity of 
~(111lila IUld pre' ' lting their ol'cupation of the Bn,
taan Peninsula, Their two illnlding columns W('l'l' 
idC'ally sitllat ed to accomplish this, for one wus n,p
p]'ouehin~ frO Ill the en.: t and unotlwr was p],l'~sillg 

on Mnnib from the nort h, \\'hill' t he America n 
JLnny had to withdraw to the Wl's t ncross the Yel')' 
front of thE' n()l'thNll eoillmn, This ('ntuilell al
most super/Llu nun efforts on the part of th l' two 
;;llIalll'l'ur i!lIt1 r l-, which Wl'l't' giYl'n the miss ion of 
delaying the .Japunese ntiyunct' until the with
dmwal could he accomplished. The," lwrformpd 
their work \\(,11 . for thl' .Ja panl'sl' did lIOt ent er 
:'\[nniltt until .Junuury 2, and till' main .\ml'l'ican 
forccs with the bulk of their l'quiplIll'nt weI'(' then 
safely in position on Bi t I1JLIl. Thl' yil'tunl anllihilu
tion of the 26th Cayalry and two ba ttn lions of thl' 
57th ]nrnlLtry spe " \\'l,1I for till' ~wllllnt belwyior 
of the 1'C'111' guards which made this mon' po::,~ ib/P. 

4, THE ATTACK ON BATAAN: JANUARY 
.Htpr the occupation of ~Iunib, which occlll'l'l'd 

without incideJlt, the .Japalll'SC spent 10 dny,,; in 
assembling, rc'organizing , and equipping their 
troops , reconnoitt'ring tllC' AlI1erican positions from 
thl' ail', and l'<l lT,\-iIl/! out raids lJIl the ckfensin' 
lUlf'S in order to determine t.heir strength, The~' 
fOllnd the' lin to tJ<' Yrry strong, stretching across 
the bas(' of tile l)('ninsllIn from ~fanila Ba,\' to 
Sllbic Bay, taking mh-:mtag'l' of t.lll' t.hick jUIlglp 
and rongh terrain, :Llld )lroyi<il'd with idl'al obspr
vation from Bntnnn V('ak and its ,,;ul'l'ounding hills. 

There were only two 01' th]'('l' places OIl th" 
ylu,niln. Ba.y side, and OIL I." Olongapo on till' 
w('stel'n ('.oast, whe)'(' Inndingos wel'c fells ible, 1LIld 
thl~ position of tIll' gl'eat island fOl'tl'(,ss of ('01'

l'egidor, 3 mil!:'s off the t.ip or tILL' pcninsula alld 
squard." in tIll' mici,Il(, of thl~ entranCl' to Manil:l 
Bay, adJed gI'l 'nt.ly to the Jefensiy(' strength of 
thl' American positions. .MI1riY(,\cs, loca.ted lIt 
the lLend of' the small buy of th.. saIlle naIlll' at t.h.. 
cnd of the Iwninslli:1, and Suhie and Olongapo on 
Subie Bay, w('rl' minor ntlyal bases, but. thcir 
facilitics had bl'elL destroYI'd when tlll' .\siatic 
Flpd }Pft for ~llrabaya shol,tly after the first 
.JapanI'Sl' Inndin/!s. During the ddt'll l' of Batnan, 
~;fariveks was used for communication with 001'

l'egiLior, whill' the othPI' ,;mall ports W'l'l'e not used 
at all by tilt' ,.\mcrieans-incIt-ed, both Subic and 
Olongapo were eaptured by the .JupulIl'se t'urly in 
Fpbl'uary, 

Appnt'pntly carried away by tllt'ir early suc
('.essE'S, th!' .Jap:tnl'Sl' made till' tirst ill-considl,l't,d 
nlOn ' of till' t'lltil't, campaign whl'n tht'y launched 
a htlst~- alld poorly prepared a tttwk ,don~ thl' 
entin' 19-mile front on Jnnlltlry 12. .-\t IlO point 
did tl[('ir troops ~ lI('c('ed in pit'reing ,'yen the first 
liIlI' of defl'Ilst', nnd the cOlinterntt tlc k executed by 
two di\'isiuns of tIle PhilippiIlI' .hlll,V L1l'OYe the 
.JapllIll'Se "onw 2 miles in 1'(' 111' of their original 
positions and cut tlw Lubno-Olongapo l'o:ld, which 
was tl\('ir principl1lla tentl a.-j · or eOIlllllllniel1tinns, 

This setback made the .Jnp1In('sl' Illll!'h llwre 
calltious, nlld their Ilrxt OffOll.' iYI', which wa" de
signt'u to rl'coYer the road nnd their fOl'llll'I' posi
tions, wu. enrefull~- plnnned alld well ('xl'cllted attpr 
-± d n, of thoI'Ou)!h preparn tion h~' air and artilkry 
bombnnln1l'nt. TIll' battle lasted :3 da.\-s, :llld was 
by fnr the most bitterly contl'st!'d struggle of the 
campaign up to th:l t tilllC'. The Ini! ial .fapan,'sl' 
push l't'nehcd its object in' within SOllie 5 homs of 
the jump-off, but their 1l,dY:llll'P units Wl're sub
ject d to such int (>Ilsl' artiller.'- firl' for thl' rest of 
Hll' day and throll/!hout thl' night. thnt t.hl~y wen' 
ne\'PI' nbk to ('{ nsolillutt, tlu [1' positions. Early 
the next morning, I'!'alizing tlte Pl'l'c:ll'iollSIW s of 
th('ir p05itinn, and lWCIlU ' l' til, '.\' were lIwar(' of an 
in1lwnding .\nH'ricl1n l'ollllterattLl.ck , l"llp .Jnp,ulesp 
withdl't'w their most :ldyanecd troops and goaT/:' 
up ltbout half of thl' gl'llllIld rh l',\' hil d gained the 
prCyiOllS dny. The mo\'(' W.lil a good OIle, for 
the ('ollntPl'nttack, lallIlC!tl'd a few hours lat.er, was 
dl';:;il!'nl'd to dri"" thl' illY 11 d '1-" Ollt of their mOil!. 
ad"ancl'd positions and of COUI'SI' landed in mid
air as a rl'sult of the .Japnlll'Se retreat. \Y1LPn 
eontact was gnined, the force of thl' Alllcricn,n 
driy(' was largE'ly slwnt, :I,nd the .JupUIll'Se troops, 
ins tl'lId of hl'ing disorg'uniz"u I>." hn \' ing' beell drin'll 
back from their positiolls, wen' reaLly for the n,1,

tack und stopped it 1'11sily. 
Latcl' in tlte day, til(' .J:lpnlll's(' ['('suIlled t.lw 

otfpusin' and sllcC'(,E'rled in re:1l:hing' all their objpe
tin's for till' ;;I'conll time. This time h eavy 
countl'rb:lttl'r,Y fire by their artilll'r~' neutralized 
SOTlll'wlw t the ..treet of the .\llll"l'ican fire, and 
they Wl'l'l' able to hold their positions until the 
n('xt lllorllillgo, wltl'n n, strong enunkrattack dro\'c 
them out on('I' lIlor<:>. ~ow, hO\H'\'pI' , it was the 
AnwriC1l.ns who \\'('re unable 1,0 hold their gains, 
for their driw had carried thelll to the foot of t.he 
mountain rnnge iteI'OSS t.lw Olongapo-Lubao rond, 
and their positions in the lowland were obviously 
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IIntl'ml h lp for ycry long. ( h'nl'l'lll . [acArth11I' 
('it ll/'r Illi el 10 pll ,:h Oil· and th is llleHllt /1 P l1 ('1'111 

uffen ' i, t~ -(Ir ,,-itlld l'l II" to hi::, linl's I1C1'O'S the bt!;e 
of the jJeninsuln. Th en· Wits (Inly (lill' elWiN' , and 
during tl](' n igh t he pu lled his di,-i inns buek to 
tl ll' ir original po. itions , probnbl~- wdl "'11 tisfied 
with the tJJlH' h" had gui1lC'd a_ne! the reall.'- hCII '"Y 
lo.St,~ whieh ttlP .Jnp:lIl{':W lwc\ slIfi'I:, ['('d-lile fit :;! 
l'N ti 10:';S('5, in fnd, whieh the)- had incu rred in t.he 
entin' ( ' <) mpH ign. 

5, THE AnACK ON BATAAN: FEBRUARY 
It w now obyiou;: to tlte .Tupan . e thn t the 

red lIc-tion of B:) t llUll and COlT g idor wn,,: all 

operat ion which would r('f/uire a IUllj r efl'orl Hnd 
nil of till' troo p:' whieh tlH'Y eould tlshcmble for 
the purpose. Lieutellant Genel'nl HomIlln, the 
supreme commander ill the Philippines. eallt'd iI 

halt to operatll lls in other pnrts of til \ islands and 
eoncentrat!'tl nil of the tmops II-hieh It >could spare 
in preparation for fI s 'riolls ntt uck on t he American 
lines. 

Eilrly ill F ebrll ory til I'nl irr front. whieh had 
bl'e'l1 quirs('ent for Illore tIll 11 2 we .ks. broke out 
once more II-i tit relll'\\"pd Il't i i t~-. The .Japan 
opeued the' show by s taging n serip of raids at 
bo t h ('nds of the lines. The first few mid , were 
small nne! short. and desig'lled to st>('url' informa
tiOIl :Illd idell ti fil' ut iollti. The,'" SOOll iIl(')'ellsl'c\ ill 
inten:,;ity and sCOlW untiL on February 10, two 
strong attacks. ohyiously intPllded to softell up 
the (lPfellsiYe strong points. II-('n' made b~- lmits 
the size of :1 l'l'giment Witll stroll!! artillery and 
('I-ell tank support. 

.HI of this, of eoursr. bro1lght out :111 nnswerillg 
SNil's of raids and pn trois from the Am(,J'ican side. 
tUlci sl':uu'ly a night Wt'n t by without a nmnbcr of 
fierce millor l'llg'Ili!CII1Pllts tnkillg place n t '-Rrious 
impor!:1llt point s along the frOlIt. The Amrrican 
raid", nnd eountelTuids ,,-ere for the purpose of 
finding out what was going 011 behind the .Tllpa
ll(''':l' linC's. II-here thl'~' were ('Olll'ellt ru t illg, and 
whcr(' nnd II-hen thp main assalllt 1I"0uld come. 

'I'll<' p ll trol nct iyi ty h~- the ~-cHmg officc'!'':: "l'l1 t ont 
thl'll1lf!"h li lC' 111I l'k el1l'tIly-illfestl'd jllngl p . a1l(1 tIto 
intelligt'w:c II-or\;;: of the H C'udqllill'teI'S "tllfi appear 
to hn \"E' hl'en \I' ell dOllC, for the ,Tnp:lllPsl' admit 

that the defenders wpre well pn'pul"<'C) and well 
informed Whe'll tit [In) 5imllltnn 0 11'" :lttHcks at 
Olollgnpo tllld Samni finally took plul'e. 

Til(' illf:llltJ~l- 0",I111lt3. ,dlicil "tllU at dnll-Il. '\"('/'{' 

PI'('('('ticd b,'- :Ill 8-11 1111 1' artillery PI' 'pan\ iOIl , lIitll 
pnrtindnrly ill'lll-.' ('ollcent rntiou!5 0 ) ) the .\ 111('1'1

/':J l hat tt'rie , fllld h~- :J thit'!.. blunh·t of : nll ' ,p 
lnid on tlte n(lrtilll 111 slopl'':' o f thE' :\ft. Bnt :lllIl 
l'Ulll!\' to hlind tlte ob -('n"lIt ioIl po~t TIt(' drin' 
"ou t It a long the Ea::t Otl st roo d ::: Ill :\,:;h ed ,,"I'll 
into tilE' main line of r ...iSIIlIl " :md ('l' Hted :t 

long narrow Sttlie.nt ill the rigbt " illg of the .\nll'ri
ean line. All d y the J ilp I1W . (' strugg'led to 
wid('n the gap. pou ring ft" _lt t roops into the line 
at the " t'. I~nl 1> :1 e of the ..uli (·ul. hut lI-itllOlIt 
effect _ \Yh('l1 the well-timed Ameri ru n ('millter
attack (·,Ulle. just as the last l'Il'ort of the .Jnpalll'!' 
was p t l' rill:? out. tlte,\' werl' ;;,n'p ! bnek to tl)('ir 
jUlllp-ofr positions and completciy out· of tltl' 
sf!lic'nt the,' h Ull fought 50 h:l rd to CT 'lit . 

During the next 2 d llYS, I e Philippine di ,-i
"iOlI ill this 5('('tor aeted 80 l\ggr 'S, iI-ely aIII I 
Inllllclwd so ll1tlll~" 10(,~11 1\ f tac k., tlltl t t.he .Jupnll(,S( ' 
were nen'r nble to gut-her t hemseh'l's togetllPr 
suflicielltl~- to rC'SUIlW the offensi,-e. They re
mained nellye, hOIH'Yer. alld. ill spite of their 
fnilure to gaiu g-rollllci. m llllaged to kl'ep the 
.:\IIH'ril':1ns ill tlwir front thoroll 'ltl~- 0 ('upied . Hlld 

probably pn',-cn ted additional r SC I'l"eS lwing scnt 
to the Olongapo , ('('ttl !' wilC'I' thl' defenders were 
experiellcing cOllSid(' l"!! ble d iffi('ult~·. 

The .Jap:1lles :1 S r t thnt lit utllH'k ill the SlIhie 
B it.' an'a again'> t tbe OIOllgupo base was the maill 
eHort of this Februnry o/fen"iYe_ Certainly they 
ell1plo~'('d n strong force thel'P (tlppurcntly tll-O 
clil-isions) and liro,' e their a ttneks home in u most 
deteI"lllined mllllJler. "Dill' of their a SH UltS was 
stoppC'<i ulltil its oiJj ed iw ' ''Ill> n.,t1ched , and none 
of the .\.IllCI'icun eOlillterntt:leks sll('.eeecied ill rC'
gaiuill{! nll~- lost ground. 

For tlte first timp ill this 11 ll1puign. the .Jap
:1llC'St' ha d re{'ourSl' tu t.hl'i I' fu.ntOus I/oi .]ij ri~' 11 

Sakl~. I n, or em-eloping' mon'n l'nt hy Inlld ing bC'
hind the ellemy's lilles_ This oper:ltion hnd heell 
IIsed li me alld ngnin to good efl'('et rlllrin~ tllP 
l'Hmpa if!'11:" ill th e Ink(' l"cO" ion of Celltral ('billa. 
and 4 Yl'un, of practice hnlt mnde the troops pur
ticularl~- sk illf1l1ill this fUI-orit ,J:ipnnCSl'lIlUI\PIlH'1'. 

Embarh ng" sOI!ll'II-Ill're ill tlte vi('illity of Subi(·. 
n specin ll y tr!lincd laIlding d(!tHehlllellt mnde it~ 
way lip the bny during the ]ljgltt, and ~hortl .l

before' dllWll nttl'mpt r d to lnnd about 1 mile 
sout of Olollgapo and he1 lind the American lillC'~ . 
They succeeded in gailling a foothold on the bcu(,h, 
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which tII(,~" mnintain('d for nbout 2 hOllr;;, but 
til y ,,"pre' lll'" .r nble to wid011 the bNwhh(':Hi or 
to l·xploit. their illitinl SllC(' ('" , :1 ncl fillnlly, uccord
illg to tI lt. Jnpnnese II '('ount, 'w 1'(' wipc'd out to 
tIle last mun ," It is more likel~", hem p'· er, that 
a j?'ood mallY of the priSOlIt'l'S l'U pt 1I J"( l d b~" tIll' 
d (('lI dl' l'!'. of the Ihbl1l 11 Penillsultl C'Hme from 
this ulIit, 

.\.ltholli!h this ntbll·k in itsl'Jf ,,· n,.; :1 failure. it 
COlltributed i<1"ently" to the full of Olollgnpo by 
disorgllllizing tIlt' ),(':11" a 1'011.:' behi nd th e' front-li1le 
troop;; (\\'110 w(')'e (,lI /!lwC'ci in rC';;: istillg th(' mum 
In.pallc'se n ttnel-.:), by ('.1' '~l ting COli fusion, and by 
causing- the diH'J ~ i()Tl of support and n ern' units 
that might hun· bcclI used ill btl\ ll~" ll('edl·d 
COlllltPl'U ttlltks , On the other hand, the complete 
elilliination by the Americans of this landing unit 
sayed In1'ge Tlumhers of their OWIl troops ,yhieh 
wOllld othelwise Ita n been cut. off by this detueh
IIlt'ltt :Inc! cau!!ht betwecll it and thc main ,Jap
:IlI(,SI' foree plI'~hilLg south on OIOIJ/!11PO, 

Appurently no serious effort \yas mnde by the 
Amorieans to ret.ake Olongapo, They seem to 
hnn~ made n thorough job of dcst.roying sneh nand 
faeiIit,ies as rcmained there, to hnn' fought. dcs
]WI'U teI~r in defcnsc of the plaee for thc gretl tN 
pnrt of the morning, nnd then to haye withdrawn 
g-rn.dunlly, fig-htini< nil the wuy, llntil, at a point 
ahollt 1 mile south of t.he town, the withdruwnl 
bcC'nnlC :I ha;;t.y retreat u('C'ompanied by con
siderable confllsion. Darkn(' . sHyed the f\('l'ing
troops, and the .J:1P:111P.'C ht1lt'd th iI' t1dnllll'e 
and SpCllt thc lIight in cOllsolid:lt ing thl'ir posi
tions. The fnet tlw t en'lI ,yhl'll morning Ca llHe' 

the~' mu de 110 tl ttempt to rl'Sllllle the H tt ur'k , ill 
spite of the olwiollsly confused and wcakened 
statE' of tho .-\.ll1ericans., would incli 'at e til a t the 
nttackE'l's hnd sdeded liUli t!' r/ objeetin>.- fol' this 
fight :l.1ld, prohnbl~", that they had aehien·d them 
n.ll, 

6, THE FALL OF BATAAN 

Thel'll now ensued a 10llg llC'rioci of comp:lrn tin' 
inacti,"ity, brokcn only b.\" olle serious oll'I'llsi\"e 
tmllleheft ellrly in ~Inr('h, Practically nothing is 
mentiollcd of this driyc ill .Japilllese rpports, nnd 
there nre indications that it aecompIislted H'1','

little awl wns cost1-,~ ill both PNSOIlIll'I and equip
ment. The Jnpalll''';p PI'V";:'I :1t tl1nt t.ime ",ns full 
of reports testify'ing to thc necuruey uf the All1cri

4(1(j:/<H'--42-;1 

can n I'tillery .firc beeause of thc cxcellent obs('\Tfl
t.ion tl nlilable f!'Om the ~1t. Batnun range, fllld it 
,,-ould uppear tllat this ~lal'dl dri,"c broke dO\\'ll 
under the bll tT UgCS of the defonding ba tteries . 
CPl' tl in it i tilli for the l Ie. t mOlltII th kyover 
thnt "Ie' 'tor W:l;' full of .1 11} lllle~ reeollllll i, Hllf'·e 
pIHl1C's, eOll bi ll" the nrl:i1 of think jungle for the 
battery positi(lll_ alltl p it iller tI le way for the m u : 
bombing attacks which Ilshered ill tbo final 
OH~llsi'-e Oll .\.pril :3. 

In p1'epu l'Htion for this hattIe, ",hidl wus to (·lose 
u little more thn n a mOil til Itt tel' wi th dw tollapse 
of all n·,.;istnlltC in thc ishlllds, the Japallcse lllo,"cd 
into the Philippines an additional mcchanized 
brigade cquipped ,,"ith the new medilllll tanks, 
about thrc'p he:)y}, artille.ry brig-odes, and probably 
one fresh iuL lLtr.r diyi ' ion. in nddit.ioll. both the 
Army nnd Xa\"Y air 1'01'(:(,5 ""ere r illfol'ccd by 
numel'OUS bomber squadrons, rclet1,' cd by t11 e fall 
of Singnpore and thc collapse of r('sistaw'e in the 
Xetlterl:llIc1s Enst Indi es. 

All preparations were carefully mad!>, and it 
was deal' that this time t.he fight wns to be carried 
through to a finish. l'tldu:llly the putrol aeti"ity 
along- the front. beC:lllH' more int.ense; air l'eC011
Ilaissullc(-' gaye way to inc-rensingly fierce uir bom
bardment of the dreud ed AmeJ'iCtlll gun positions; 
and till' morale of the ,Japallesc troops, hcightelled 
by all tIt '>le prepnrn tions, was I'lliscd to feyeT' pitch 
by tlle news that G 11 nd ':\1'1e.\.rth1l1' had flown 
from COlTcgiuor to Austl'lliin. tllld "dcserted his 
command on the en of its most dceisive ba ttle." 

LiC'utellnnt GCHel'lll Wainwright, wlto succeeded 
~lnl'.\.rthur , 5 ems to have mudc u thorough est,i
Ill:ltl' of the situation and to havn made fill dis
positiolls possible to meet the expccted attack. 
But <,yen beforc the tl ssn ult ron lly LC.T Hll, it became 
'viden t tha t thc ('·OllstHll t. pound ing from the I'eill
for(,cd ,TnptIllPSC' nrtillf'ry, !l,nd from the bombl'I' 
sqll:ldrolls that secflll'd to fly at will over tIll' 
"\.nwl'ictln gUll positions, was daily reducing tIll' 
dfl'I'ti,"ellcss of the ddelldpl'S' strollgest weupon-
thpir magnifir Int nrtillery barrugcs, 

In order to ('01IS('1'\"e their dwindling Hmllllllli
tion suppli c , the Amerienll hattel'ics remnined 
silpnt unc r thi s rain of fir(" except for occasiollul 
interdictory fir at night 011 import:mt ronds and 
a short but ficrcE' eonccntl'lltion on the .Japtllll'Se 
a.ssembly areas as the tl'OOpS wcre moving into 
position the " en ing beforl' tlw attock. 
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The uttllC' k i tsclf ('IUlIe ill lnll' hJ itzkril'''' o;tyle 
jURt aft e /' duwn on April :3. TI ll' st~Hcly urtillery 
(irc,which had been d llily in/'r '11. ing in int 'n:i ty, 
n s('l to it mnxi mum rnt \ Il1l t ill ' lwro hOlll' np
pl'O:lclled, The gunll!.'h5 poured It ~'OTlglnllt -[ r nm 
of high-eA1Jlosive sll Us on tlll' <f pfl'n ·iye ,Lrong-
poillts, and plac d thiek bJul'k ~n1oh on the heights 
where the Amerieun ur till'l' olr' T il Lion po:>1s 
were located. As dayl ight. cu me, a ll the Japan ese 
bomber planes in the Philippine.- rOil red o\'crheucl 
and unloaded on vital obj eetiv('s 'which the con
stnn tail' ree linn issnn e of tile prcvious mOlllb 

llnd 'ul'dully I ('I t d: the lu" t r rnllining airfield 
on t,he c ast b elm\ finl :mgu i lilt ell'fit '. ll11d bridj!(' -' 
in the all-too- kdd l, r ad IWt. II ('d for mO\-eml'll t 

of the defender • 1'e, ('1"\'(" and ,-lIllpli s; the gu II 
po iti ol1S and uTIlnnmitioll dump'; und the t1~ . 111 
bly lll'ellS wI len' tIll' p. ·ll nll. h d • mNicun - \ I'j"(' 

olleeu tTut ing I ll(Ii r S("lIIty I'C ·pn'c- . 
Again the points of ntttwk \\ cr t' tb l' I'x t J'l'mi tic' 

of the line. Bllt t.hi s time tl l main effort \Va. 
mode on the Ju PUIlt' r. left , wl ll'r tlH'Y hOlml 10 
SIlHtsh fl.t 'il' WHy dOWll the E u, I, COli!'.! l' tid. ('llt
ting off t.he defend ers in tJlC' hill ;;; inl lid, h),t'llki ll{! 

them lip into isolated centers of 1'1' i,l!IlIl\C. ,m" 
mopping them lip Itt leisure. 

T ho fi rst f l'\ . hours of tIl(' aUnd" W(II' _ 11l.')." go' lIg 

for tho Japanese, T hl' h e'llY), Pl'l'Pltl'll tory fin' of 
the prcvious 5 d ll rs hull fore'ed the defpn d pl'S to 
withdraw pl'u('1 kall,v ull troops from thl' outpost 
linp nll ll HV n, in some ('ru (. , frOnt ce'J'tnin p o, i
tiolll> of the main Imp of fe. is l O/ll'l' \\ hieh lut.el h pl'n 
subj (,("t(,d to parti IIlarly h f.'n y tir~ . As the' 
pid,;('d combat t runs of infant!',}' and ngi lll c'l'S 
worknd their way through the j li ngle, t.h (lY ('1\

('ou \I to 1'(,,11 seoreely any resistHIlI'( worthy of tIll' 
IJ llllW and fOllJld that even the d l·fl'n~i '-0 al' till ry 
hlllTngcs were unable to do morc Hum slow thC'ir 
n.dvIlTH'C a little. Eventuolly they rCllrhed tIw 
fi rst , 1 rongly dcfpncied point.s a lld set about t.lH' 
hll~i ,\I'., of piPl'eillg tIw ddpTls Will' so as t.o OPPII 
the" It)' foJ' their t ank ba ttul iOIl". H ('\'(, o("('lllTed 
";OI1W of tItp fie]"(~l', t, figllt.ing of the' \\"ar, TIl(' 
;,:! f"1Igglp su\'g(~d bllek III III fOl"t·1I 1.1\"1'1" tIll' SUfiI' 
gTOIll1(1 fOI" 5 d a. s, with IWI1\'~T lo,.;;;es Oil hoth 
silles. The JUpIlIlI'Sl' obj('et0l' \\,i1S to open n gap 
in t.he main line of l' ' istallee thJ'l)lIgh whieh they 
('ould pour th(,ir m('chanizl"'d tlllits !llld faIl them 
out in the real' are llS, wlll'rp tlH'y ('ould disrupt 
communicat.iolls, dest\'()~r ""l'ply IIl1d Hmlllunitioll 
FIH'ilitic's, f1.t.tack ('OIWPIlt.l"lItion,.; 01 I"(';;'.'\"\"ps, lind so 

OPER \T!ON S 

disoq:!ttllizt' thl' .\nll'riI'lUl sedor that allY onll'rl~T 
\\ ithdnm ul of tllp d dl'uli iug troop' "olllrl Ill' 
impo:, ill]!', 

In ordl'}" to pn'Yt: nt j ll, t s\)('h n d i.I\, IN' [mill 
al't 'lll" ·i ng. til , .\llll J'inul c\dl'lI"i ' 1' ZOIlI' lwei h(,(,11 
orgll lli zt'd in ~'1'(, lIt dt'IHh , with lll:'W ('(,lI tl" f \'('
si tum'(' 0111' IIIhind tilt' 0 Iw1' ('xh'wl ing sOll th fOI" a 
el i ' tUII(,' of 6 mil " . .\S tht' 5-day hat tle mg,'1! 
it b( {"ullll' (' illl'ut to t he .Tnp II I'S(' thnt n 1I1""l\.k

lu'olJ~h \\"1\ - im po,,,i hJ.. in tIl(' I'IlJ'1y ,.. Ilg'(' ... , nllt! 

till'\' :l'tt.ll'd c\()\ql 0 tIll' llrdllo u:'o !llld 1'0 ' LI~' tusk 
In' fil!1l ting th l,if' wuy t ltnlll"h thl' stru!l !!I:r foriifi l,d 
zon.,. !'t,'p hy -<LIp . "illt tll.l'ir i"r:lnt r~- c'O lllh llt 
I('tI illS, D.ty hy cia:> tlll'Y PIlSUl,t! rOlwn rd II lid 1'1' 

t l'l'f'i fi(' b lllTHgf1S of support iller nI,tilh'ry, ('onsol i
d utl'd thc'if' gains, and fOllght cl,'s lw c'utdy to Iwaf, 
oil' th.' . \nll'l-1!'nn countt'nl.H, ('k' . '1'111',,(, 1 d b '('n 
fi pl'l ' t1 first llnd fl'e(jlll'lltly "IIIT I' 'tied ill d l'i\ri ng 
til" invod 'I': b oc'k to th pi l' jump-pfr positiulls; hut 
as t hp ! In.y~ 'yore on, aud t.h,' sum ' dl'pll't"" alld 
('xllmL t l'rl ...\l11 pril'allS hod to btlt 11' /lv,'r lind oYl'r 
U{!uin with nn nd lt,s- 8t l'('tll11 of fu .."h .T'1])1II1I:'81:' 

t ruop ., 1'1'_ istH nc' \\" (,!lkl'l\(Id. mH I til,· AJlH'rieuns 
gllH' up position aIll'\" positioll \\ ithllllt nttl' IIl])ting 
10 f'l't nk( tlwm . 

By th It 'nIoon of . pril 8, thl' ,TnI'll/it'SI"' ut
tlwk:'l JI the \\" .- t Lilli , '\'1'11 II'd I .:nli"llt about :3 
m il", dp,'p, but tlw fon' of t IH'ir <l ri n' h ad bl:'l'lI 
Slwllt onel it nPPI'<If'NI tlHll lill' .\lI ll'l"i(' l1n8 had 
lit tl p to f plll' in thi' ,.;, dill' I'X('('I>t a ~I I'il's of eon
toining IItbtf'k~ to pill t 1.1'/11 dO\\,11 alld to pn'\"t'nt 
th mOYPllll'n t of t.roops to llll' otlH'r flnnl\:. On 
thl' I'Il- t, hOWl'\- Cl', \\"IH'I"I' tIll' rond rons down thp 
('onst to .'Ilarin,ll's , t hI' d"ff'nli l.'l's' sit lin t.ioll was 
mu('h more ..ious. £l('n' t he I: t oI lhl:' CHl'efully 
p]"l.'pnJ'Pti d (,f( Il.jn' positions had 1""' 11 pil'lTC'd, nllt! 

1I0t hi n~ st od 1>1'1'01"(' l he' Ju !Jllllt'St' nH'chfllli)';('" 
units, brought lip fit la_l fur llll' filial thrust, bll! H 

few JUI ·til.' pl"I'PHI' 'd ,,111,1 ('1' I l'l' lldll's nnd bani
cnd('s throwl1 lip hy \\'hal \\'as Idt uf th,' .\rn,'ril':I11 
First Corps. 

Tb(' IIl'Xl Illomillg thl' hUlks jum(wd oft'; withill 
an hour tlle'Y hnd puslll'd through to Orion, half
wuy down the pl'lIinsuln, nnd cut the east-wI's l 
rond, whidl \\'as th" AlllPricn n mllin lnt C'rnll1xis of 
conllllunic'ntion tlnd supply. Here 1I purt, of llll' 

lll,'( 'hu lIi zl'd for'('(' t.urned w('st und, following this 
rond. forc t'o i wny across the pcninsula, C,Oll1

plt,tt>ly .Ii 'o rgull izl'd tItp rC111' urea of the AIlll'I'il'tlJl 
:)1'('01111 Corps and the Pililippin t' Corps, alit! 

bolt INI II I' those tl'OOpS ill U PO(' h." fl"um whieb 
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lbl'.\" \\ \'n' n C"~('r t o f'SCRyW. .\.t tlll' SUTlle' tim l', 
d rluchml'nls of .TIlPl1lH'Sf' in ftlllL r,v pcl'if>d off from 
thl' main ('olumtl, \\ hieh wu rollowing LII( Itmks 
down I hI' E ast C(1IU I rollt!. /1 !1I1. fon·jug Illl'ir way 
Ull'o ugl l tIlt, jll!l~dl", took wl llll \'Il ldl of the 
positions on Hutl1a.Il Hl' igh l::- ill I'Pll'" and fhUlk , 
Illoppil1g lip ti l lU 'l t\'maillilll! i, olull·tI "f'nl!" f 
l'l' siSlll ll el' , 

TIll' l'nd \\'U' IIOW ill si\!ht. Th" only Ii! t i, j' 
bod ,\' 01 . \nll'l'it'llTI troops ll'rt on the [If' n in,.;u la W II"; 

u portion of tlt l' Fir"t Corps \\'l li('h hnt! mtl ll :I{!l'd 
to p lIlI Ollt liliC'lul of ill!' Illh·nllt·i!l(T .J IP,illt':'iI ' 

11H'dllrni7,f'tl 1111 i l" alit! r, tr 'U L Jill. I i i,\' d "II till ' 

l'ond to"lIrd :\ I lIl'iyl'it';: . L imu.\', ,,1t"J'(- tl ... hl!o11 

AlTIl'ricflI1 l' rI i(' ld \\ :1 lOt:at!'d, rclJ wil It ,('ll l'1 ,,'ly 
nllY r ('si l.nrw l' , , nd till' .Jnpunc'l· IIi!!h ('OWTI )]111, 
wltit' h lint i this linlt' hud I1Jlo\\ I,d 110 llCWS of the 
11111111' to 1t'lIk Oltt. p uhli Ilt'd tIll' 1'1' nit: of (Iwir 
g"1'l'Hl \ i(· j oJ',r tlm[ nnn o tl llcl'd t o 11 uU'illl'd nIl I ion 

tI ll' immill (,lIt "llITl'IlJl'r of till ' I'll tin' U nIUII! 1 

d,.f1'II«iy(' fol'(,(', 

Til ' 1III'l'Iul('I' (' 11111 011 t h4' 11111. , ' O ll ll' :2, ;,00 

soldi l'r' li nd lIl Ul' il I' n UWllf;!!'" LtJ \'''l'Uj>l' 10 ('0 1'

rf'gidol' before the ,-anguanl of the Jupanese 

('OiUI1111 PlIl ('I't,d '\ !l.I.riq·l.,s nnd nil ('OIT1UlU ni f"ntioll 

"ilh th p i ~lu lld forln" Wfui n ll ll]l.\- cut oft'. GPll PI'U / 
KinO' , 1.111' COlllmllnding GellPl'ai of till' Peninsula 
Fol'(' (' . saw thl' h01Wh'~';}Il'SS of Ill( ilu'ltion , and 
. ('li t word to Lll(' ,1np' ID I "p th ll l ltv ' ''I;; pn'pal'l'd (0 

SUIT 'fldel' nil of the troops ufldl'r his ('olllll1und. 
The ,JnpnJIl'~(' clairn II) IHlY ,' ,'upl un d ill tltis 

bultlc 50,nOt) oMi l"::' <utll m eH , I nci llll'gl ' qlllinl i l il 'l"

of supplie ' nlli l <'f/ ll ipllwn t Bill tilt' \'fIst 1lIItjorit," 
of till' lllL'1I \\ , ' 1'(1 ('ltllg'h Ul isohlll I ~I'OllpS "lit off 

t l'O l1l illl slIppurt lind ~l lrpli\'.', :Ind t111 ' IT dol'S 1I0t 

:) PPl'I1L' to lt ll n' lwen :lU~' 1II /l:S Sll l'l'l'nrlt'l' or Ol'gnn
iZl'd hociil''l or troop, ('up:!bl\' of f urtlil' l' l"rsi!'lUJl cC, 

The .Jap W~ them,;" h (IS llILllI iL th:lt pr:i!'ticnlly 
aU of UI(I /lit ill~'~- pieces tn k(' n w-el'l' d ill 11 II g'l' t! ; :t nd 
~ilH'l' th :r IU1X n \ ('1' publi 11 .c1 tWy fig-urt" 011 tht' 
qlltlil lify- of am1l1UI ilion cupiul' L it is lIul ih ly 
tlWllJllY 1:1I~c uf\iG 5U1T( l1 J 'red lUl til TIl 0 I of their 
('olllbut equipllIent had b('('11 put out. of tU'lion, 

7, CORREGIDOR 
TIll' a tlnc l\: J'S lo;;t 110 timc ill p ushing pl'('pnra~ 

tiolls for the n;;. ilu lt on tho lus t remailling st rollg
hold, the fortress of Conegidor. Within 5 hoUl's 
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of thf' ntm lH'l' of tht' first i!'Oops illto ~I3ri

H'les nt thr tip of tllP IWllinsuln, the .Jnpalll'S Wl' l'e 
ills tilling tbeir hpflY:'- gUllS OIl the slopes of \ft. 
1fariyples in pn'pnl'tllion for tIle ~'1'('at artilll'l"Y 
dllel thnt \HH to In. t more tJ Hlll n mOllth a])(1 
finnlly e OIllI' to HIl PIlI l \"ith th(' sill'II('i ng of nil of 
Corrpg-idor'_ gilliS, \ [oppillg'-up oPI'I'U 1 ion=- 011 the 
penillsula, alld the 1l10\ (' ll1l'llt of pri~I)J H\l ~ :md 
captmcd mn tprieL " Ne (ldnycd ulltil all 1I11its to 
be used ill the illi tiul hOl11h nnlment of th e islnnd 
w'en' in posi t iol l. ~o tim ' w u ' giY l'lI tIl(' wom-out. 
troops \\'110 hnJ f (,f1 ped to tIl!' for tress to reol'f"an
ize and r ('jqwnll . .\s ('\"I.' nino· ft'll on the day of 
the surrellder of Rniaflu, the w (' ry .\n1t'rlcu-n 
prisoners, l'oncenlrl\ tcd in groups t II l'Oll~'hou t the 
pellillsula, he:ud the opt'ning' roar of the ul'til\ t'["Y 
bombardment. ,,-hich. ill eonjullction with tinily 
air bomhingtl, was to continue day and night until 
the final surrclllier on ,\1 ll~' 7. 

1t wa. only a mn tt ' 1' of tilllr'-and both sides 
lull'W it-,-for the' freqllent bom hings and the 
inC(S ant bombardment wcre silencing the ~\mer
iea.n bl1tteriC's OIll' after another. ',ith no .-\'ir 
Corps prot<,ction nnd with all of i ts antiuirnaft 
batteries out of aetioll by the end of tIl(' first wf't'k. 
th(' fortress could only lie lwlpl and w oldl as 
squadrons of ,Tapl1llt'se hI robel'S ('arne down to 
within 1,000 feet amI homhpd tbr gun emplace
ml'nts at will. At last. early in ~ l ay. a day canw 
wlien thl're \\"I1,S 110 an wcrillg fire from tbl' smokl'
shrouded rod\:. H l'u lizillg wha r this n1f'nnt. tlle 
.JupallPse cHllpd Oil Gl'lwrul " Ilinwright to Slll"

render in order to prl'YPl1t furt her tlIll1 l'Cpssary 
hlc)o(lshed. But the demand was rpjl'ctc·d 
apparl'ntly in thf' Imowl('tIge thnt the gallant 
resistaIlce of this doomed fort was doing much to 
rebuild the manU" of the _\ru.l'ril'lln p eo]>l' after 
lhr SU('l"t'ssin' s('l'i (' of slIll1shing d il' ts suffel'l,d 
by the 'Cnit.ecl ' utions in the F ar East. 

Thl' sccond. lIight aftf' l" the Ameri('un refusal to 
SUlT('ndel' the Japanese Itllllleh(,d tlll'il' attack, It 
was a pitch-bl:wk n igh t with no m oon. nnd t lH" 
constant ronl" of bl\l'",t ing shdls rifl.\'llln lly pre
Yel1tcd tIl(' d pIl' lldl'I's from h l'uring the Hois(' of' 
the boats and barges as thl' ai:UlLllt units ap
proaehed tIlt' i;;lund. In the nm \\'ere about 20 
specially- 1'0llstruct 'tl strl'l Illotor-driYl'n a~ 'ullit 
bargl's, I'ach of \"hieh l'ontnined a light or a 
medium tank and an nceompan~Ting combut tra.m 
equipped witll gn'nndes, light nutomntic w('apons, 
and light mortar::;. Till' sl'{"ond wtlyr, which 

OPER-\.TIOXS 

follo\\"('d at n ciistnnct' or about 2,100 yard;;, t'\lII
sist l'J of motor III II U 'I]('s, t.ugs, f l'ITy boat;;, nIH1 
an~,thing rlsr that \\"IIS 'upohle of making tilt' 
3-milr trip from ~ Itlrin·l~' . Souw of thr 
t roops nne! I'quipnwIlt ,,'hieh ('1'0 -or! OYN uft !'r 
the ini t iullnlHling, bllt while tIll' fighting ",us. t ill 
going on. \\"('1'1' trnnsportt·cl in big burg!';:, and 
lightel's tOWl ·r! by til !,.." 

The first wnn' was \\ it hin 500 yards of til(' islant l 
lwforl' the d rfl'wl ' I' " gil \"(' :my indicntion of llPillg 
aW 1U'C' of ,,-hut W IIS (' o lllil g, Tlwll a singh· .'eal'l'il
light h ,'UJu SWI-'pt thl' dark \\" tlt t'l~ and illumillntl'd 
tire first lillI' of stet'! b:lq!I'" I'~l('ing towunis tI\(· 
hm', nat tail of the island wiH'I"l' thl' ,'mall nil'fidd 
hnd 1)('('11 constructed, I1I a fl'w scconds, bUl'sts 
of machine gun fin' broke' out" and latl'l' n ff'''' 
1Il0l'tnr shells droPJw( l 011 t.hc beach ",!tel'f' the 
,Tapnll('sc:> 1l~~:J lI lt t f'fl ll1S W CTl' struggling ashol"l'. 
but therE' was 110 nrtiJlt'r~r ban'age from tllt' grrut 
fortt'I"" which had oncle' hristl('d ,,-ith guns of all 
cnliher". 

The first landing was effpcted at 04:30, and \\'ithin 
an hour the u'''nult leams bad taken possession of 
til(' tail of thl' i ·hlll d. But t il l' job of gctting till' 
tank~ nshort' th l'Ol\~h tbe debris of the shore bnn'i
cadt's and entangll' IIll'llt s JH·o.... l'd to be so difTicult 
that the _ ault on the l"lwk h Id to be started wit.h
out tnnk support. Dawn \ as just breaking \\'1](:'11 

the' first infantry units jumped off from the nIlITO\\' 
isthmus \\-hich conn(e the tnil wit.h the main 
part of the island and bpgnn the difficult task of 
fi ghting their way up the heights to the peak. TIl(' 
J'l·si t31\('e wus dl'spern te and the bat.tle ragcd all 
day, but the nen'r-ending stream of rrinforcc
nwn ts. whieh erosseo. 0\'('1' wi thou t, hindrnnce ill 
pi ll in sight of the American positions, for('ed the 
dl,Lnclrrs stellclily back until tht'y were el'owdecl 
togMhc'r on the highest. point and jammed in thl' 
tUlIlIpis, unable to fight. Then Genl'ral vVain
wright surn'nden'o, and an serious r0sistancc in 
the Philippines ended :l t last when he was ta.ken 
prisoller along with thp 6,500 officers lind men who 
h nd fought so long and desperatdy. 

The Ill'xt nigh t. undpr the terms of the SUlTl'Illlcr
agreetrwnt, Gelll'rnl 'Yninwright broadcast a mes
800"e to all remaining AmC'rican-Philippilll' troops 
throughout th(, islands din 'cting them to ecase 
resist a nce. Ko attention was paid to this order, 
and th fe\\Temailling unitsin MilLo.anu.o, which had 
been fighting the .Japan!' . sincc the capture of 
Dayuo on Jnnuary 4, cOlltinued guerrilla 3etivit.ies 



19 THE PHILIPPIXE 

ulltil th Y were all finally rOllndl;'d up late in ~ [a.y. 

The only other place where "\nwrirnn troops were 
1 ft wus in Cebu. and whpn tlw ./apnnese got 
around to landing fit that. point. till' two regiments 
of Philippine troops )"ptrPlltL·d in to dIP jungle, 
",11(' ["(' they curried 011 a ~hot'l htl t sharp little 
campaign, finall:v capitulating" hpn their ammu
nition was exhausted. 

C.UIP.\IGX 

The Will" in thp hilippines was on'I·. .Japanese 
control WHS Ilndisputed throllgbollt, the urehi
pelllgo. and the military uuthorities. working in 
closp l"oopl'rntioll with other .Japanese GOYPl"llllH'nt 
agelll·ies. set about the grent ta k of ('xploiting 
Philippille e("()Ilomy and fitting t~l(' COlli mOll

wenItl1 into its nidH' ill thf' Greater Enst, Asia 
Co-Pro ' [writ.'" :-;phere, 
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Section IV THE MALAYA CAMPAIGN 


1, JAPANESE PREPARATIONS, 

TIH'l'nptur of ...'illg'up 1'l'\HI \' it Itoth · success 
of til(' .Tapunesl· c ll mpaign ill tlw :louthw('stcl'n 
Pll l·ific,1 Kot olliy "'"~ tII(' Bl'iti.h \ l'\rl.'SS and 
n ~YHj bn;,t' a In ul <'l'inl nbs tnde to Oppl'llfions 
n~i1ill :i1 thl' ~ t'l bl'rl!l!)(I" EnRt 1111 li t·, nnd India , 
bu tit htl' I (,OllW I(l h:l VI' In·nwlhloll.' p~.vcb ologil'at 
"Hlu(' ill dt'l t rmill illg III(' attit lH l, f I Ill' ]Jl'Op1l's of 
1111 ~outh l\l ..;l pl'Il • ~ill , Higlilly ClI' \\f'Ollgl,\·, thes(' 
peo pl('~ h·1 t I h nl i ( , ill!-'!I POl'l-' n'rc' to fn II. I hei [' 
ff tl' WIll' "'I1J('( I ; and, . iI1liJ:l rJ ~~, tIll' In]1nnes(' r It 
I I!;!t a~' IOllg as Ih" fo rt r ~S bl'ld out. ('ompll· t l' 
SIII'( " ';';'; ('ould lIt' y!,!, h(, IIr hit'\·I,t1 . , 'ing-apOl'I' Wit 

tlill'; II ,oyID hoi to h oi h sides ill til i,; WUT U s,vmbol 
of the' \\'ill 0 \'i ('t nl',Y, 

Thl' .Jnpnll!'s('. wilh their kl'l'n S(,IlSI' of pin-dlo
log-ienl ntlill's ill Wfll', \\' ('1'(' mot'r ;1"- fll'(' of' thi:- thHll 

\\"1'1'1' til(' Briti ;,h nlld Dutch. Pi ll ns for tli l' ('11 111

pll ig ll Wl'I'(' \\'ork <,d out ill mill l t l' d<' llli i. awl till' 

hl'SI Iroop,; HIld t'quipnH'lll t\t'Sig'lllltf d to ('HIT 

thl'lIl0Ut.. .Jl1plll)('Se necollnts I!:i\ c' onl . fl hint ~r 
th C'i ' .n'n rs of pn insltu,ing Sill' ' (': i n~ u ll~l \'spiOnlll!(' 
\\ork tLl'Olf¢ .IO tl t thl' K m h t hm tr nn el till' \ral~.y 
P('lIillSUla, hu t Ih('y nre qlli ll' fntnk in d e c rillin'g 
pn'punl liolls 11l1)(/(o durillg' til!' Ilmmel' flnd fnll ot" 
1941. Th cs(' inel lld(·d )I('got ill t iollf' "il h TIHlilulld 
for t.he hUHiill!!, of t.I'OOpS 011 t hl' KrlJ lstillntls, for 
the use of the B3Iwkok-Singnp f r railrond , Hnd 
for ttl'!' Ilg'ellll'ld s to (' 'he suppli s for the US(' of 
tile Expl't\itioll l T 10'01'('(' , 

The t.roop. n ignetl to m nk£' til£' initinlln.ndings 
Wt'l'<.' sc, It 'I ~tl'd otli( ' l'r~ nnt! III n. druWll from units 
wh ieL hull had I ng-; l' ryi cC' in China, and OI·g'lllli7.£'d 

in to two diyisioll<; SIWl'illlJ.v I'qui pp£'d for th work 
the\' bnd to do. ALI of t hI' Iroops whieh Wl'I'(' t () bE' 
Ilsed in this 1':I11lpnigll IlHd hl'en given l'xhn tlstiy(' 
tl'llinillg durillg tIll' fnll in sC'\p('ted arp:\s of ]lIdo

Chinn alld iIuinnn L 111 lid , wllere the tl'ITIUn ap
proxilllflt f' d t!tnt O\'l'I' whieh they W(')'(' III light, 
'Yht'll thl's(' units land,'d in :-'IaloYIl, for fl'OIn heing 
Ullllst'd 10 till' climnlt' and thE' cOllntry, ns t.he 

I For a lIIap ... howin~ tht: sf fp~ i(· Ij.(~ IHun of \lola)"a " uri ~fn~ fl 1(l'ln thb 
aTl ls, 't mSl' • to. 7, PD. 22-23. 

Briti'h expE'ctf'd t.hem to be, they were tnl,inC'd 
ond s('llson<,d jllngle figlltel's, titr equlll of any 

troops with whom the~· werl' to comC' ill eontnct. 
Till' di\'isioll · which mndt, the IflndiDl-TS hnd SIH'nt 
tIle mon t h of Scptemlwr in l'xe('u till~ landill!! 
op('rations on th l' South China Const, i n ('onjuIH'

tion \\'ith units ~'hi('h \nre practicing for similar 
tasks ill till:' Philippines. 

As the' time urpoint ed for t.hl' nttnck dr('\\' II ('a.r, 
the' tl'OOpS "l'lT withdnl\\'n from t.\U'i r trllillini 

11l'('U' ulld I '"wlllbled on lln imllllslulUl. \\ hl'r\' large 
fol'(,f'~ ('ould hl' t'oll(,l,,;trnt('(l in compld(' s(,('urity 
fn.r from thl' eyes of pryillg "fon\ig lwrs." H l'n' 
tlll'Y \H' l'! ' \'omple tplr rt'pqllipped wit h n nw gllns, 
H'hiciP , amI otht,J' l'qlJiplIl('nt of the Intt'st typ\'o 
A few wt'('k:.;; ' t rainillg wit.h the IIl'W IlIB tel'il'1 nllli 
tlw l'xp<,dition WtlS I'Nlti y for its big t l'>lt.. 

Tram,ports and supply ships begun t.o nrrin' at 
K II Ill!I "ho\\', Tn,iehow, UJI I YnidlOw, singly Hnd by 
t\\'os Illul threes. dllring the lnst ha.lf of Novemhl'I', 
Tilt' prohl III of loading t.his large l', wdit.ion nt. 
tl l!'sl' thlw' ports with t,}j 'i r limit 'd harhor facilities 
\\ n.' :l diflieult one, To nUlke sUl'e t.h e. til!' OTH'rn

tiOIl could be ae 'ompLisit<,d smoothly and withill 
thl' time aJlot t d, Lil'lIkllltllt Ckn!'r;ll Yamashita 
t\\ iet' f'mbaJ'k -(} hi" ('nt-ire force in pru(~tice "\lIlS 

whil\' nwniting onkrs [rom Tokvo to set out on t.hl' 
expedition. "1.1",, the orders' finHlly came, th(' 
troops wt'rt' I'mi>Hl'hd quickly a.nd without illci
d('llt (the materiel having heen left aboll,rd ship 
nftt'!' t hr last prnl't.icl' loading), tmd the trullsports 
put out to seu, wlH'rt, they were assembled by tht, 
1 - II ,v into two Inrg'(' eOIl\' oys well ofl' the beat('11 
tmC''' of comln('rl'ial traffic:, Careful hll.Ildling of 
1.111' ('Oll\-O~-S l'p~lJlted ill their I'l'l1ehing their d(:sti
fllltiollS tit till' appoint,c:d time (01:30, D 'ember 8)., 
"without hl'ill)! di,,('overed," 2 

2, KOTA BHARU 

Singora, 011 t I\(' Kru Isthmus in T hailu.nd" lind 
Kotu Bbarll , Oll thl' enstel'II const of Malayn' Ill'ar 

'fbi, I.. lU1( c'()rrt>('L Ol}r b O(thf '!:\(' C'/1I1VOYS \\('n' n'port~'rl t.o lht· .\lIl1'Ti('3Tl 

filto .• ', 1 n ';u. ~ ho dn round"J COllC '1)I.JmU, the southern t.il' of 
Ind o· China. "" 11 r. mtJ('r t.. 
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thC' Thai bordt'r, wrrr the two points s('i<'('t ·d for 
landings, 1 ' 0 )'('sistnnc(' WIl ' c'lll'Otln l (,I'('ll n t Sin
gom ('xcrpt for a coupl!' of att acks from tIl(' air; 
but at Kn tn Bhn1'll thf' I'I.' Ol'(,lIITl:'d one of the 
fi(·I'<.'rst figh ts of t11(' ,,-nr. 

The cOIl\·o."lJcl1d ing for Kota B1l:1ru was diYidecl 
into two pa rt. : th(, fil .,., t ('IIITit'd nn ad :I lICC' 
dl'tachml'nt C III i"t ing of II n 'g' illl,'nt of comhat 
Pilginl'f'n;, a .'(g'1UI'.l1 of infulltJ'." , fl h o-company 
bn.tttliion eqnippl'd wit It ai-111m ~lIns nnd mortars, 
:md :l unit of ligh t tllu k: : tIl' s('C'ond consist C'd of 
the 1't'mnin ri f' I' of thp diyisiol\ nnd follow('d a.hollt 
6 homo;:; hC'lt ind thr fu's!' Tht' III ission of the 
fir:>t group wns to ('stnblish /I b('a.~hh('i1d to cO\'('1' 

t.he land ing of thc mn in hod.\· of tlt(· d iyision. A. 
squadron of liN), "y crllisf'l lind two ui l'(,l'aft cnrril'rs 
w('n' detailrcl by tI)(' ~ ~ Yy to support tlIt' op 'J'll tion, 

Tlw trn,nsports b l'lll' iIlg the fil' L tl l'lI d lIlwnt 
(,I'l'pt silently into the buy tit It dark night lInd 
droPlwcl a n hoI' wi. hout el l'll " i ll~ nn~- i1n' 01' 

l'li('itillg tlJ1Y othl'r ,.i~n tlwt tlu·j), 1)('P"C'DCl' hnd 
h('('n d i. cO\' l'I'(~ d. The e.nt in· J;'i-Jllil (' st rl'tcii of 
IWIl('h with the da rk for'C'sh; b"hi lld W :1S sil('nt 
and appcured d '.('I'ted, :1lthOll~h th(' .Tu.pulH'se 
kn('w that tit Ien"t n part of tht' . th British Di, i~ i()n 
W Il. in tht' ~t·ctor :llld p!'ohnbly 1I1111lning- tb" line 
of eOllcl'l'll' pillhoxl's and rn t l'rlwlllllC'llts thnt Ilud 
h('!'lI eOlls Lrud l'C1 alon!! the short' . Fl'om th" 
d ('('], s of tIlt· nearest transports, th(· llH'1l clnimecl 
thu t. t.lle." cOllld see thr dn borate . yS t!'11I of \\' il'\, ('11

ta.llg-I('Ill('nt~ stnll1!! n loIlg' t.he h C'u clt , lind the ob
stack" built out into tin' sru, ck igll!'d 10 \\'1'1'1.'1 ' 

small bon t~, 
The ('J'('\\'~ of tIl(' shiV:> wOI'].;;rd h:tl'd lInd f I, .. t 

lowering tlte ~t"d :L""ll lllt barg'!',' «(' lI ch of \\"bid l 
caI'ri(·d fl tlln k ), tItt' motor In.uncll('c" llI u! tilt' 
lit...·bouts, \\ bi le (,Itch cOlll hllt h' um q uirk ly nlld 
wit hou t confllsion IO:l(kd into the hoa t to ,,·h ir II 
it W:lS :lH~ig-n('d. TIll'I'L' \\';IS still no ~ign from thl' 
~horr.. tl}(lllgh tIll ' pre ('ne(' of such n. large nllllll)('r 
of ships cOllld ha relly huyc remained unknown to 
any wutclt(·I'S on tiLe' b nch. In less thu.n an hour, 
the boats of tIt(' first. assault teams wom in tIl(' 
watPl' and j'I'n.t1y to mn.kl' t.he da.sh for shor' , 
Suddenly II. rock,· wput up frolIl OIle of the t.rans
ports, and a f(·\\' s 'contls b tCl' eycry cruiser nnd 
dest.royer in t.he COIlYOY openrd up IJt almost 
point-blank !'>lug'e on t.he rntnll!!i Ilwnts and 
obst.ructions niong' thr brtlr.li . At the ~ Ill<' time 
the nssault bonts nrun:d out on their long 

OPER l'IONS 

trip to the beach, (ollowrd by motor lallneh('!> 
towing strin gs of erowded li fPl)()l1t . Then, at 
In t , the British linr- came to life. From eycry 
pillbox. muC'him·-gun fin' fb~- h('d out ngninst tl1f' 
darkIlI'':;';; , williI' tlH' slup of s hnlpn, " hull" 011 till' 
wntrr showed tbnt the hellch defensc bnttl'ri(,,;; 

N (' laying down their hUlTnges. 
Jt was II lnll~ "llIw n·jp ill t.o the b n(' 11 throllg'h 

[Jill I ruin of fire. and tIl(' Il t tllck : =,1I1 \'( 'l'C'd rrlllny 
(' :I "ll:dties. TIll' .Tnpune th m . 'In's, ill tllcil' 
!l('('Ollnt:" of tlli,; e.Il,..ag III 'nt. re f r to tlIciT lo::;>:r,; 
II' "lINn·..... •· ~Ios t uf th p (' 11 llu lties 0('clIl'r0<1 
on loIl I!' LlIl' 111011 ill open IUUIIL'lICS 11 11«1 • hip 's lif(·
hOll t;;. til f:ICt. th l' .TnPftlWSl' ny Ih ll t '11Il t! they 
(f'l' f'ic'd thl' t'lltin' commtmd as hore ill ;;tcrl IlSSlild t 
IHIl'gC';;. their 10, Pf; would h llY b(>(~l Ina t('ri:Iily 
r c1l1crd . .\ 1l11lllbr!' of t ho~I' hllr ' W I.:' I· \\TP('keci 

h:-- ob,;tsd(>;; on thp h Ol'(' ane! m a n, men \\'('1'(' 

irowlwd, but th('!'!! wr!'e ,-i t'lll all,'" no gllll-sllot 
e';t" uHlt it''-; UIl10ng tiwir l)(,l';;onnc\. 

Thr c(l\-cl'ing' b'lITIlj!P [!'Om the nnvnl y .."el" 
W IIS hrllYY nnt! pfi'cc tin'. 'lh irt y minu l .:.; nflIII' 
tllP :lt tack bq.';:!Il, the fire frnlll tIl, shore beglIn to 
wellkC'n, and g,l ps in till' lillC' uf flashes luong t (' 

hell('h indiC'lted ",liNC a pillbox or other ;;troll).!: 
poiIlt J1 ld lwC'n sikn('('d, He"j, lance fa pd mpidly 
111. tllC' sOl1thl'1'll (,Illl (If til(' ll ritisu line. ",11('1'(' h\'o 

h('a "y CI'lI iSE'I ' \\ r l' ('011('('n t r :lting tlwir fire, It 
wns ohdollS th at if tht' .Tllpll l1e~e were to get a 
foothold on the h eM'h , it \\Oltld h:1ye to be at tiint 
point. the :1 tl<'hS on til(' northern and centl':!! 
!'iN'lors hll\-ing h p 'n repulsed "ith heftyy loss. 
Two ll)t)f(' ships swi tdwd tJH'ir fire. to t.bc soutbeT'll 
5 i rip of hrtleh ; tIl!' su n ·iwlI· of the attacks in t.he 
iltiIl'1' two sedor were reor~unized lind muved 
pn'\' to support t lll.\ I' g ulnl' COllibat team assignrd 
to t:1[;;:r this objecth'e; :me! thl' di"ision ('om
1ll1llHIer joined the a" uult to l l'l d Wh Ilt Wtl li t 1'

:Illy 11 "forlorn hope. " Tpon the :;;.u('ccss of this 
fill:Ii lIttnck hung the fllte of Singnpore tlnd pel'
haps the outcome of til(' W:l1' in he .Far Enst. 

TIle honts moyed in slrndy this time. Titere 
was no wild I'ush for the hcu t h, in nn nttnmpt to 
,I,,"i.! the defenders ' fire, wi t h n eonsrqucnt piJiIl!! 
up of bonts and hfll'ges on t.lIe oh,ll1d('s hllilt OlIt 
into t.he wnter. Instend they pi ked their wily 
('ar(' f ull~' , looking spots : t.he N nv~ 's for wIH~re 
hfl rI'age JI:I d t'\l:'ared Ollt tIle obst.rllctions. ( 'os
ualti(" "'('I'P light., for the British fire, now 
m tJtereu by the nays] guns, W{l we,lk. ,Tust 

http:brtlr.li


THE MALAYA CAMPAIGX 

0. Jl1wn Wfl. breaking. the first .TllpHne;;;c Ils. ltuJ.t. 

le;lfT!. ~trllggled n._hon· [rolJl til ir lllll·g-t'. tlnd run 
their tank" lip onto th e b Ilc1L 

)low 'l1SlH'd the m o 1 l'l"i tit'al PE'ri d of the 
hal til'. if no of the' wlwh' ('ump nigJl . TIll' Jap
an 't' hud 11iued a foothold 011 '11 I" in n wl'-lI.k
l'TH.'d portion of the Bri tish dt·f 'n , lim'. But 
tlwir ros('n ' ('s weI'<:' 11 cd up . nnt! if Ill!' d '[I.'nd 1 

c'ould organizE' and lHunl'h n yigol"O lLS cou n t l'l'

llt lllf'k. cither with rl'!-'(,l'T"t'~ OI" wi th soml'- of the 
h atlruiol1s in the u C'ighhori ng s('{'I01'. thl' c'x
h alls t c'd troops on thl' b lwh ,wildt! la ' dri on b ek 
into tIll' Nl. II ll I the Jl1 f1 ill bod:-- of t lH' cliyision, 
which \ u,-, j ll !>t tJlI'n <:tNlIlIing int I tlt · bay . would 
IwdC'pn\"cd r i 1'(1 r rill!! fOr<" nlld ,\ ould ha n: 
to alt..mp l n du ~ lif!lJl Ltwolillf! IlUd,·], (in'. It \nlS 
['l'ady 1I si t tl utioll t lmt (' 111kll for "('solu t ion nnd 
Ilggn 'i'"iycIH'ss-tw o qllnl itil'S; wh ich LIl ,TI' bl' ' ll 
dUll'll,II'ri!'r ie of tlll' .TflplllllSt> in tltis wur. The 
di ,,-i~ioll l'ommlmd('J'. who WI1 on ;;hon wil h t h" 
1[11 ding p nrly . <Ii I' tit'" till' un its 0 11 t lip hl·fi!'! . to 
push 011 , ' fl1 "-t nnd 1'1 r.l.I· Its t h li)'" could to hI' ·uk 
IIp any ('ollnh' rd ri ' t ' tIll t m igh t be formi llg: . owl 
sent, word to tIl<' np\\'ly IlniYt'd con u. 10 rll U 
llH'1l I1 m l I1l llt0l'il·l tlS hOI'I' int the oc'c'll pi Nl . ",'t or 
as rapid ly as po:~ibll' nml J'( 'gn.l'dJp>\ of 10:;;.-;\.': . To 
thl' IIIn-ul PS(,O [' ( was pntrust ed th e t il k of kl'l' ping 
clm\'ll till' fin' from thu t pnrt uf th e tiLl! ' lIot YL't 
ill po. f'~!; ioll of .Taplln (·sl' troops. 

H i. o rd 'I~ ~ ) ' f' ('Ill'l'icd out p romptly . <1nd soon 
n stt ·tHly proc' ssion of boat -Inuit! W " ('1'1)";. ing 
r l'() JI~ ;;hips to b l'8th. Cl:1rr, 'ng 1" info l"c('lll' n t ' of 
llH'1l nnd ('quipnlC'nL All bl'll.nr'hl '. lUul nil 1I n i t..: 
\\"n d~ ..d ill CX('\iUNlt cooperation. "X('I' pt t uut tlw 
( 'Ut ril'l'-horn te bomb('l's ' 4rnI'Cj to raid Kho a· 
Rlt ul'lI nirficld cam e oYer a bout .5 min u t l':' nItt~' 
Uw Brit,ish pla nes had tab 'lI off . lind t lmL hort 
dr·lay eost ih J apanese mO llY lin>s 011<1 , err 
w'ndy wrcck cl the e~l)ed ition. 

T1H' nim' British Blt'nh('im bombers ('11·1111' in 
-lin l!\Y. liy iug " 'l'Y low out of the 1't1St.. whl'n' t he 
ri ' illj! slIn shone in the ('Y ('~ of tlw Htlliui rcl'Uft 
g lllllWI ' . The t nUl p or ts lyi n g at ulwhor in thE' 
bay p l' ('nted on id( 'al t tlJ'g I, unci th chu llIlge 
inllidml must. bay e be('n t l'lTifk Th!' ofTit ial 
.JI1PILl IC'SC' communiqlle nd m its thl ' "los of follI' 
transports, without loss of Arm personn el , Il all 
troops h Ull alreudy lanaN/'" BlI t pcr-sonal-l'xperi
enee n a.rrotiy 5 t , of loaded transports b t'mg 
bombed and sunk. ond mrn swimming ashore. 
Antiairemft fire brought down fOllr British plllnes; 

anot-hl'\' \\ III " ' l't,r-!,wl tryin!! to land on the aididrl, 
which lwei bl'l'll lll'nv il.' bombed h:; .Tapaut's(' 
cUl'rit'r-born(' bomil£'rs "'hile the British WPl'P 

3"':1." . 

Forty ,Tnpnn diw bomh ~ Cflrried out the 
raid OIl tl ... Ilirfidd . 1" 11 ill!?: hflllgurs , shops, and 
b lU'['!wk,. II B U " of hhLzing r uins. A ' f'OlHJ wnve 
of II LtIH·kp) wh ieh (·!till i on'!' sh Itl~' 8 fter the 
B ri l lsi l IItI I irmd (·d from !Iwir rai r! ,'alight thc 
Bh'n ll('i n~' Ii'- grou nd (TC' W:- \n'r.. ut lPlllpting' t o 

:('l"\"in' t11('111 timid Ill(' {'oulll. inn nnd \\T("'kagl' of 
I llI' hom !'( tI lipid. nut! UP. LI'OJ lOU all f011 1" of tlll'l1L 
::-. in onl ' ,,11 01'1 hollf' . tll(' .111pIlW . (' d{'jJl'ivl'd Ww 
df'klld ill!! tro ]>~ of t hpir d Sf'-lIP nil' "I lpport. 
F nli l hilt · tl nll aIll't'l\oon . wl1<'n n 'l jllHti l"Oll o f 
1>01111 ,,·1"'0 from \lme bfl<',· I~u·tlll'l· do rn t IH' Ill'nill
,.,lIl lt ('U I1l (' IIp ilnd :lttflckl\ I tLI ' coltYt)y. til B ri l ish 
t1'OOP,- IItHI to fi ght lInclL'l' n 'k-y filled with un
opposed ,1 npnll("e pi li nt's. 

T II I'o llgllollt t hi :3 (·ll l1l pui!!l l. us in nil tlwi r cnm
po ig ll '; of t hiE' WOJ' . till' ,fUPUIH'SI' madl' ni r superi
ori ly Ihl'it, primar.' (,o Jl~idl'rnllOl l. Day nJt('l' day 
tll( ' ir hom !!!'!. lliIllIIlll'r·d 1\ \ IIJ' III Brit is ll u irfil'lds 
011 Lhl' Iw nin<;ll la. puy-ing- ' p ('ciIlJ Illll'nt ion to those 
ill li lt , no r th "'uo,'" llnit \\ 1'1'1' (·losp 'l to th E' nd

nrH' in!! ,Jn p uf""'!' coill m n t fi t"t this ,,'ork had 
to hi' done b, IItl yul . qtltl d '01 1': OP( ' I'ufing from 
cnrl"it'rs o ft· the {'Oil t. but \\'itl lin a \'('ry few days 
bast's had been s!ablislll'd ill T hai land from which 
both .lI"lny nnd \: n \':-;' IUlI d -hnsl,tI h l'Il\, . bombcr~ 

an d fig-htP!'s operntl'd to g-ood elf ct. e nt il th 
RAF in :\r!l l tl~rtl hnd IIp('ll l'('lll i e J'l'd ,irtually im
pot t> ll\. the' ,Japltll esl' liP\"(ll{,d tlH'ir entire bombing 
stTl'n~l h to tIl(' t il k of hlal>ling the en em y 's air 
b' ( . nt'Y!:']' pC ' c'lI1 ill ing I . i1l 11 1l\ air uni t to be Ji
H'1'led to an~' ot Ill'r liS ' . (1)('1" ('ompll't(> eommnnu 
of tIl!' a i l' hnd bl' ' 11 g-ain('d. tIH')' used t lwir f'l'con
uai .. ·tli \t~(· and di vL' bomber' to Btrnfe Britis h 
ground troop :llld suppl.v ('oiI mlDs. and their IlI'tl\~T 
bomb 1" for \o ll!!- l"Ung' hOIIl hing of bridges u lld 
similar im"orl lllli obj('('tin ' . T wicC' the Brilish 
sellt air l'r' illfo("(' ('Ulellt'S to this a ren in nil effort. to 
\\'1' t sllp rriori Ly £rom th p ,In.pn nese , Both I imc~ . 

all J apuIJlI (' n.ir squadrons w('('e eallecl off their 
previo tls U,,'igllIUI'nls and eOllcen U"ulf'd agHill 011 
tlw .i I, f . uHt_s hiuer the' British air force . Tit 'S(' 

tD('tics ~wl' \' ('d h' lll well. TIl(' prodiglll U '~' of 
m tlS '$ of plan e,; more tlltln ('ompcnsated for uny 
tcchnif'n l supcrior ity of lhl' British mtl ·hi ll :0. ; and, 
though 10 e. \\"(,I't' ilE'u ry . th e ,Jnpll n nse won un
qu(>stiolled control of tilE' nil' in the first. 4 days 
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of thp war. and. t'XI"t' pt for 11 fe\\" dllY., lluTing the 
fighting nPHr the. '"lnJlir0r Hi"l~r. !lcn'r permitted 
th!'ir ground troops to be - criousl~- hllInpeTed by 
nny British attncks from the Illr. 

The' British counternttuck on tIt!' landing party 
at Kota Bharu came at 1I0on, hut b~- this timp tht' 
.Juran . had estll blishpd th 'IIlseh'C's so ",1 rongly 
in thp southern s('("\or that it " 'ns impnssiblt' ,,-ith 
tht' lilIlit ed lIullli>pr of troops 1I,' nil ll ble to c\r'ive 
t.1H'm back into tIll' sea, Thp British \\"pl"e occupy
ing sllch an ('XU'lIlled lim' tlta t t hpy had H'ry fpw 
n ·Sl'ITPS and had to execu t(' the a l t llck with troops 
fl"Om t.he ("(' ntral sedor who bnd beel1 fighting all 
night. Although thl' il1\-nders \\"ere not pushC'd 
bllck, the ,Jnpa rll's ' ndmit tllI1t their ndnil1ce was 
hlllted for the re" t of the dlly by this a ttnl"k nnd by 
",lIb l'qllNlt " futilr' ('fl"ort:3 Inst il l" IU dny on tIl(' 
part of till' British to drivl' ollr troops from tlwir 
foothold 011 thL' ",hon'." 

In spilt' of tlH' ,TtlPHIH'S(' II ssl' rtion, it would ap
pear that the Briti"h purpos!' "-as to ("ontain tlw 
.Japallese troops in the south~'rll sedor ill orcll'r to 
pl'fmit the main bod~- of the British foree to with
elmw from a "pry precarious position. BecHlIse 
the Japa lll' e were in full po",'!' . ioll of the sonth
l'rn sedor of till' British line, which mil north and 
south along till"' 14-mile stretch of heach, and wen' 
astridl' the only road lending to the south , the 
f'ntil"l' British fon'(' had to \\'ithdrnw t\/' \"O ';; the 
front of an t'l. ')"g rc -si'-e nnd superior PIll'my roree. 
In order to do this, it ,nlS rWI'\'.-,;u r.,- to s3crifil'I' 
a part of thl"'ir di"isioll in containing nttacks so 
that the .JapaIIl'S would not bl' able to cut them 
oft· entirel y from tlwir rolltl' of r{'(r' a t. 

The nct\Ial \ 'i thdl"llwnl, aftl"'r d uck , W ill" eXl'cuted 
in n ml15terly ml1l1ner. "'hill' the troops ill the 
CCli (ml sector attnckecl t hp Ilorti\(,I"il [hm k of thc' 
.Jnparwsl' snlient, the tlIlits \\'hich had b (' 11 gar
risoning the' nortJ ll'm s('ctor (the 18th Brigacl~') 

marched south through the jungle behind their 
own troops, until the~- a t n.illecl 11 position Oil SOIIlf' 

high ground nbout n mile south of the farthest 
point renchI'll by the .Jnpnn('",p. Hen' they ps tab
lished a linl' facing north nnd strnddling the road 
over which the 1'!'mnillder of th(, British divisioll 
was to withdraw. As soon ns tllis brigade was in 
position, the troops in the ('entral Sl'("tor broke oft· 
their attac.k, and, undl'!" ('o"el' of a harrage fired 
by the supporting artillery of the 18th Briglld!', 
withdrew down the rond alld through the posit,ion 

l'stnblished by the 18th. At the sume time the 
remnants of the 20th Brig-adt::'. whieh hnd originally 
oCl'upied the southern so ' t or Hnd had been driven 
'nJI into the jungle by the .Japanese pl'uet.rntion 
of their position, uttnekl'd the point of the Jupanese 
snlienL and, although repul cd with heayy lossps, 
sll("l'l'edl'll in pinning down the .Japanese long 
enough to permit the troops from the central seetor 
to retire. 

~\'llunits had no\\" bePTl withdruwn from contnet 
with th(, .Japanese eXCI'pt the hnttalions of the 
20th Brigade', and it looh.cd. as though they would 
lun-e to be suerifieed for the sake of the re
mainder of the diyision. About 0200, after 24 
hours of almost. l'ontinuous fighting, thp com
mander of the 20(h broke off t e engagement and 
dir cted his battalions to make their way indi
d d ually onth through the jungle find to reas
sembho at Kota Bhuru airfield, south of the position 
oceupied by the 18th Brig-ndt'. We happen to 
know what his instructions 'Yl'n~ because he and 
his stalY ,,-crt' l'aptlll"l'd b~' thp .Japanese. ~ililny 

of his men were lost in the jungle, and only two 
skeleton btl t tllioIlS flITiYed at the t'mbly point 
just bdore dawn. KL'nrtlll'less, in spite of the des
perlHI' po -ition of th e 'C troops and the exhausted 
condition of officers and men, none surrender'od as 
a unit; the only priSOD L'I'S r a ptured by the Japanese 
w(,re 11 fc\\- - trngglers who had bel'oJl1P 5('pnrn ted 
from thE- ii' eompnnies in the darkness. TI1f' 
./npnIlPse, worn out nnd disorgnn ized by the eon
tinuolls fighting, made no attempt to pursue the 
Brit-ish, but spel1t, most of the next 2 days in 
("onsoliJating their position aIHI reorganizing t.heir 
bl1(l1~- miXl'cl-llp units . During this period they 
lost gl"OlInd C"ontnct with the British, but leur'ned 
from tlH'ir inecssnnt air l"econna i :>wee that the 
Pl1pmy had \\-ithdrnwn lWei \\ as mnI"ching south 
down the East Const roud in the direction of 
T1' nggnnu. 

On the e'-ening of the !Jth, the first of a number 
of eonyoys bearing the mnin body of the expedi
tion nrriyec\ in Kota Bhnru Bay. Within 10 
days three infantry di,-isions, a mechnllized divi
sion. and a number of corps and nrmy troops were 
lnntled at this point nnd mnrehed south in prepa
ration for an nttack on the rpinforced !Jth British 
Division, which during- this tin1l' had tnk0n up 
positions on t.he southern bank of the Trengganu 
River_ 
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3. 	THE ATTACK ON THE WEST COAST: PARIT 
BUNTAR 

In the m II ntillle tIll' :;econd of the two initial 
Hninnll COll\-O~-8 had lIlTiy ('tl off Sing-ora in Thai
land, just before d n W1J on December S. The bud
ing of th 5e troops \\ tJ~ ullopposed. III fact, the 
locnl Thai authoril ie3 did all ill their power to 
a '"is t them. .J:lpall ':: · accounts de~(' rib(' how their 
ad,:l1we uni t fOlmd tl lT(' emp ty rnil W"tlY" tmills 
stullding" on a sidil ~r ill tllis out-o[-the-\\·n. jUllc
tion of the Bangkok-Singapore mil\\ tiy--und im
mC'diatdy appropriat'd them. To th.is det il(' IJ
ment, whieh cOllsisted of a motori l: t:cl di\'isioll re
infon ' tl with tanks. hud beell a - igJ led the missioll 
of cutting nero -;:; the K ra hthm , following th(' 
railrotld and the highway thnt parallels it. alld 
entl' ring British ~lalnya- througll tbe Proyinee of 
Ked tl h on the" I rn coast. The debarka tioll was 
enrried out ill n most efficient nUllIner. The first 
troops ashore were a specinll~r organized ml:,('hnn
iz('d regiment of nrmored car ' and tunks, which set 
out at once for the Kednh border without wnit illg 
for the rest of the diyisioll to debark. Theil , be
hind the prot t'ction of all outpost, line established 
by the first infnntry units. the di,~ision with all of 
its henyy equipment 1I <; brought nshore before 
nig'htfall . B~~ the time that his cli,-ision hud moyed 
into its n.gsembly a.rea, the l'ommanding gPJlPrnl 
had rereiYe(1 word from his n(h-nnee nwehanizpd 
cletaeillneut tJt:) t the Kedah border was ligb tly held 
by only :l fpw frontier f!'utlnl s . Early the npxt 
morning till' diyision mo,cd out from Sing-om; at 
the snme timp, the ll(l\-:lll('e detnchmellt was 
ordered to cross the bordC'I' into Kedah nnd push 
south until it encountered resistance whieh it 
could not on-r('ome. As the last of the diyision was 
leuying Sing-om, the eOllyo~r carrying the adnll1ee 
units of the llext di,isioll arri,ed off the port. 

It W:lS just about tllen tbn t a strong British air 
attnck took place. According to Japanese ac
count,;, the raid W IlS heavy and sank" sen'ral trans
ports of the first convoy, whieh of course were 
el11pt~~ ." Bnt in ,iew of the time of the raid. it is 
likely that the pltlJlPS intC'I'cepted tlw seeond eon
voy ns it wns approaching the shore. Before th(' 
British tlirmen cOlJld get away, they Were (,llgH!!c!1 
by figh teTS from an aceompnnyillg Japall "(' 
ain'roft-cnrrier and ull but 2 of tht' 11 bomb
ers w re sho t dowIl. 

G('llertll Y:lInasJli tn. Commander-in-Chief of the 
Mnlnynn Expeditioll, who had landed with the 
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di\"ision n t Ko tll Bhnru, now flew to Singorn to 
join bis 'Y('s t Coast column, realizing that tllC 
most serious fighting would tn -c place in this nrea. 
The road :I1ong whieh these troops \\'ere llIHI'I'hing 
mn throllf!b low. Hat counlry , eoyered with such 
denBP jumde ~!I O\nh th :t L it ' H I impo "ible to 
TlIo\-e more dum II few feet 01T the road on (·ither 
side. In spite of the la l'gl' Illllllber of troops (a 
totnl of fi\"e diyisions by tll(' t.ime they l"e:ll"hed 
the Pemk Riyer), the netllnl fighting wns donc by 
: mall units at the h('ud of the column. Becanse 
of the nnrTO"- road [\lI ll luck of mnnellH'r space, 
the British as ,,-ell could lISe only small bodies of 
troops. But by the deY('r use of demolitions, 
rond bind,s, and smnll rCtll'-gunnl dctnC'ilnH'nts 
armed \\-itll 11l0toriz d nntitnnk guns, they were 
able to slo\\- up the .TnPtlll('S(> ad,ancc in its early 
stages and to inflict heu".\' losses in both men nnd 
materiel. 

The fighting in this :u'ea was similar to the 
mountain-pass fightin~ engaged in by the Germans 
in XOl'\\'uy and the Balkans, in that. the troops 
,,-erc limited to n nmTO\\- maneuyer spnce and all 
targets could be (Ill ily locnted :l1ong the- nnrrow 
route of adnmce. Profiting- by the example of 
the Germans, the .Japanese made good use of dh-e 
bombers in reducing the rond blocks nnd centers 
of resistnnce \\'hich the British had estn blished n t 
fn·quent inteITals. The J f pnnese say that these 
targets were ensily located from the air and that 
a few bombs (ll'opped in the ,icinity usually 
sufficed to de;)r t11(' way for their adyance units. 
During the first 3 days the .Japanese never 
used their Ilrtillery. Indeed, it would have been 
impossible to find u space widt, enough to dr>ploy 
a ba.ttery. Not until thr> lending' motorized di
yision reached the K:rinn RiYer on the 11 th did 
they encollnter their first re:ll resistnnce. 

It was the ndnll1ce meel13ni:!:ed detuchment of 
the 	I torized division, traveling 5 or 6 hours 
ahead of the maill body, whieh first encolliltercd 
British resistnncp along tile' Kriall RiYer, nt Pnrit 
Buntar, where til<' bighwny nnd rnilwny bridg<'s 
had 	been destl"O.ved . BCeallS!' of the thick jungle 
OIl the British side of the river, the delucilnwnt 
C'ommnnd(,l' wos unable' to ddermine by ohser
\"atioH tll!' ('xt nt of the British dispositions. IIe 
brought IlP his maehin<' guns and rifll'lIwn nncl 
opened fift' on tIle Bri {ish lines in nn nttempt to 
drn\\- ans\\'eriug fire and so g-ain somp ideu of the 
enemy's dispositions nnd strength. But the 
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Brit ish refused to open fire so long as no fa vll l'tlhle 
ltu'gt'ts pr{l '('n lrd Il\('nl 'ch 'p", As soon ItS he 
l't'lleilcd the river the d C't aclml l'l lt ('om m<lndur 
nskcd for dive-bombing ,;upport, und dirc(' t l d his 
engineer compa ny to pl'l' pa r to t'r'o;::,;; in their 
\"Ubb 'r II, a.ult hi nL. .\.\ Lh t' Dm ~ ti lll , hI' ('n l a 

m C'" Il!!:t' bnck to tb(, c'nIum n t'Olllll1 l1 ll1 l,. " d ~ t'l'ihing 
the , it mll ion nnd \,f'j)o rhng hi .. :wl ion, Tht' ('om
manding gen ral irnlII('din ll'ly j':\llI'd order' Jlttll ifll:C 
alilllli l of hi" colum n ill plu(" , ill onll' !' III pre', 1'l1t 

his forn' from j Ul11miu !! lip o n .1 nUl'ro ,," ron<.l. 
within arti llery l't1Il~ (, of the Bri t i~ h p osi tio ll . The 
eolumn had been l11ul'('hing at v,itlr!y ('x ll,ltdl'd 
intclTuls: the lll'lttl of the m a.in body W:l~ at Prai 
opposite Pl'nang Tslnll(l, oCl'upied by t he ,TU ptlll .1' 
only tba lllornin".., \dlil the renHlill ing d i\ j",ions 
wer'e s trllng out a long 1be road to llw n r Ib, the 
last 01](' h ' illg still in bi\'O\l:H' nt ingo rn, It is 
true thut, strddll'd out in this wuy, the .Japun ese 
force ]>I'I',"Pll \(,d nn unftl.yornble tUl'~(lt foJ' bombing 
fI.t hwks . But the fact th o t Gcncml Y nn w ,.hi to 
tll10wcd his cOlllmund to becom e so s t ru llg out 
that it woulll require ;;('n ' rnl (try); to U l' rnhh' for 
bu t tlt' show'cd that h hl1u li l tle f Nll' of nny 
oft' :'.lIs i,'p action on t.ht' p tut. of the British, 

lmnwd iatdy on re('L'i p t of his ad \'111 )(' -~LJ u1'C 1 

commmHtrr's m sag , th G<.'nernl ti ro\'(' fOl'\nln l 
t.o insp 'j't conditio ' for h im ~lf . He 1 I'l'i'l'd at 
the l'in'I'Sl(k just in time to >, thl' engin('('l' c.om· 
pany, "hid1 had attem pted a '(li'ossing by J'llbber 
boats uJl(i<'r pl'Ot f'c t ion of a hl'UVY din-bombing 
ntta.l'k, driven back to its own shore beforr it Wll..'l 

halfway across, Realizing nt onee thl t 1' 1'O>=;;ing 
this l'in'1' was a mnjor task , he dil'l'ct tl t ht' ad
vancc-d e' Larhml'ut C'onunnndel' to eease n tt t'wpts 
nt off'ru in- nction, to m ru.ntll in his position until 
rclil'\"eu by infantry which would b sent· up Inter, 
and to fI'('ollJloitt'l' lip Hnd down the rin'r for a 
distnncl' of 12J~ mill'S to loeate any fords or otlll'r 
places where ('1'0' i ngs might 1)(' !'frected, Patrols 
soon located t.,,'o fords, one abollt. ;3 miles ups trl'lIm 
and 6 miles down, and reportl'd t.hat botlt \\"t ' I'\' 
stron gly defended by thl' enemy. The junglP 011 

both sides of tllP roud lendillg up to Pm'it BUll tu l' 
was extremely thiek, but a narrow nath'e t nw k 
branellPd off this road to tht' WI'»t ah oll t 5 miles 
from the riTer an d led to the WI':'l t l'ru ford. For 
a d i lancl' of nbout 2 miles bdon' J'NH" hing the 
ford, the puth parnUl'lpc[ the l'in'l' and \\ us onl~" 550 
to 650 ~ral'ds tl W lly. Cn!'dul l'CCOnnlt lsSnnl"t' by 
officers' patrols during the afternoon of the first 

d a:- und thronghont thp night hod 1'('\' 'l'I lt,c.l thut 
the British Wt' t'e dcfl'IHlin g tht' rin'!' h unk Iwh n'Pll 
thl' fonL nnt! the bridgc \\' il h only a fl'w pnnols . 
Thl' .Tapan d c:idecl to a ti rmpt a l ' r l) ~illg hl'
t'\\ 'I'll till' b ridge nlld th!' wes t 'rn 01' dO\nHH rl'mn 
ford. Du ring' tl}(' night. th (,llgineer reg illll'llt of 
the lllotori7.l'd dh"i"ion mo' cd lip cl ,.;t' to Lilt, I' i \'( ' 1' 

nnd, wi t h til(' l~' si tfUH't' of ,..OItll' infnnh '.\" ,[ d nf'll
l11rTlt , c1 ('(IJ'( '1 1 posi t ions in the jungll' 1'01' till' 
d iv ision':=; nr t ilJ.:ry ba tt el' il' find widened till' foot
pnth so thnt it rould be U'{\vPI-"pd by WI g O Il'" r'nny
ing the as, mil l houts, B Cl'UlIl'f' of tht' tli fIinll t 
1H11llre of the ro tl n l~' on l in' n l' iusp "iill' o j' tht ' 
n .. this ('l'O ' iug to 1w sll(' f'esSf,,1 would hll\"" to 
(' me as R t'oll1plf'I.' :;urpris(' , The .Jallllll hW thl'l'I'
f r' kept tilt, ail' on!' Pm'it BUlltnr till t,. 1 witb 
fightt'!, plam's d1ll'ing dayl ight hOIt!,s to in.'u('(' that 
no British ob::;('ITut ion plmw ('(mld get wi nd of 
tlll'i!' pla.ns . 

B.\T the nig-ht of the 19t1'l, art i]J pl'Y po-il ions had 
been prepnr('d, and the g Ull'; o pl' lll'd lip n hl' lIvy 
fir('l on the thrl'e British defrl1sl' positions Iwhine! 
tlll' ford~ nnd the dest royed bridl!'·s. .\. t tlll' IUIII' 

timP roops were mond up o ppn it , li los(' p si 
tion in full ,"i \\" of the enl'm.", gi \' ing en'l'.'" intli
cation that when the .Japa ll l· (. nttlll'k t'Ulllt' it 
would be laun l'lll ·d t one or mol'(' 0 thoSt' poin Is. 
On t he m0T11in !;! of the ~lst, just ttbout tlayhn':tk, 
after ulmo" t ~-± hours of con t lllllous bombard
ment, 1wo squadrons of ,JapnlH'"e cl in' bom b('l's 
camr oyer nn c! lItt ll l' k Nl the B ritish positions at 
the Nt tC'l'n ford und the brid 1" . Shortly uftel'
wDr/Is the .JII p:ln('~p infantry s t n.rLed out across 
tlll' I'i," r in small ruhlwt, boats; hut" in spitp of th(' 
hea\-y bombtudlll('nt to \\'hirh tiw BriLi h had b('l'n 
subj ('('led, th ey were t hk to bring to lw tl!· l'IIollgh 
firc t o s top t lti. 111l:\('k in its tntl'k.., . This , ho\\"
eyer , wus all acco rding to Japall(''' .. plan. Theil' 
main uttu k had golten under way bdol'L' da\\'II, 
when the eng-in Cl' r r('g imollt crossed t.he rive!' nt an 
umlpf('ndrd point nbout 1 mik ups tream from 
the ",,(':t p rn ford. .Umnst the ent ire rcgiment lwd 
re[)(~h l 'rl t 11 \ ' npposi t f:' ho Il k Iwfol'f' it \"\ as el i" 'oyt'red 
by t il " Brit i, h. 1'1II'n J~ .;mall patrol hnp /H'u d to 
run into one of the .Tnpull r .,e COllllHl ll it's; but t.he 
entin' p l1 t l'01 , nlS captlll't'd, so that no word of the 
Slll't'l'. s ful ('('o."' ing got huck to tllP British comman
elrr lint il ;;ollle ;, hours Itt l'r wlwn th l' rngi )e('[' 

r eg iment, :Jfter ha"ing forced its \\"ay tlu'ough the 
jun gll' . att nr' h d the fl unk and rear of the defe,,
siy po ition opposite the bridge " 
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In an at t emp t to SUy£, thp sltt1l1tion . t hC' British 
bJ"() lI~ht up n J"f'sprn b ut tolion nnd Px('(' u!t'd a 
r OUTlI f'I'llI I HI·k . B UL h~- t hat tin1l' an I' ll tire in
fnn t r." hriIrul e h ud foll ml.'(1 in til l' rOOL t l.'p~ of the 
(' n~i ll l'(']"S. . an d th ('1" \\ ('I"( fill' too nUluy .1 uparH.'s 
troop.:: on {he sou thl'l'l l hlUlk of tIll' l"j,,{>(, to be dL:- 
lod!;.'d . T he u l lld~ d id IICI 'I'l'd , hO\\'(,yt'r, in 
ddayiug III ,1: P:IlW'[' long- Pllougll to p ·rm it all 
Bri t ish t roop to wil hcl l'lI\\ frolJi 1l\,'U' po"jl ion::1ltud 
to lsspmhh, in the' ,·icin it. of T uip ing wi thout 
spriolls ini f' rff'rC'IH"P. Th C' J npnlll'5C did not tuke 
lip 1III' pursuit dmt ni ht, ulld purly the Ill'Xt 

moming tlw Brit ish wilhJrew along the railJ'ollu 
into lh(' L urut Hills .. \\-h ere th i.r " !'ilr ~ard l fi n 

1ish d itsrlf in till' only p A."S wh l'I' th ' r p. ilwllY and 
higlnnl:'-~ cr - - th o mountains . Tlw HI llin hod.v 
con lin ued on and c('upied l'f'\~llu~I' prl')>tu"U 
d efl'n iYe posil ions on tll(, ell;.;I,'m IHtnk 0 i 11 (' 
Per k ri,' r , " h i('11 a th is p oin l l'lUI outh, paralJ .1 
to and behind the L arut R ange. 

4. 	THE FIGHT IN THE LARUT HILLS 
The Laru1.. Hills fight was a sm oll onC', for the 

forces inYol 'I'd on bo t h sid. ,_ 'V()l'C' no t lru'g ; hut 
it. was im p rlltTIt, be a use it 1ll'ld up Lh Japnl1 l' C 
colum n ror 2 days ; an d it i intN illIg, for it, 
sho\\-s ti ll' (' .·t "11 1 to whi ' h tlll' ../npnnc t' had b ('<'n 
st.udyi ng the lechnique d eyellJw d b, ' the Gcrmans 
for fighting in mountain p o.SSI':? in .1 T O!\nly and the 
Balkans. Lnrut Hills Pass, which \\-as at the t ime 
of this l'ngngc.mcnt ot'cup ied by a b ll t 1 alioll of 
Australian inf try suppor t d hy two G-gull hllt 
teries of lighL artill ry. is an irl nl p o. ilion for (1'
fense. T ill' road and th l"Uil wu~T rL Ie' 'ply out 
of the jUIIgi<' nnd dimb to an eleyfilion of ahout 
1,500 fe('t in the short dis1 uncp of 6 mill> . The 
thick jungl(' floor of 1..1Ir plnin proyides no "pnc(' 
for maneu\"('1" or dC'H'lopment; and as tlll' \'oltd 
rises out. of thl' fon'si towards the h igll hlll d. Ull' 
('ount.ry bpcoml's .'t(,1' 11 and rocky . m aking it ex
t,reme!y difficult to mOl I' mol'l' thun a few ynrds to 
either sid., of the road . The position o(,t'lIpieJ by 
th!' Aus t rnli n lls was orgnnizl'd in dl'pth , with IllU

tually supporting SlI'Ol lgpoin Is ".'tauding from 
allon! hn lfwllY up tlll' p U::iS to th > o:;ummit. Be
-cause of th e nature of tiJp terrain , tht' .Jnpl1lw,,(' 
were unllbl to IIS(, n lOn' than one bn ttalion of 
illfnnt l",Y in the u.:uull, and had to di recl illl'ir 
u tt llek Rtrai!!ht up the roo d \\ ilhout hu\-ing I"P

coursl' 	to [\l l~' out flunk ing mllTI PIIH'rs. 

In order to nccomplisJl this, it ,YO" Ilecessltry to 

C..\\[P,UG:-'< 

bring nn 0 \ l"\\"hdming fu·p ngniwt th Brit ish lilll'. 

Rl t tN·." po~it ious \\"l're e!1'IU"I,d in the' jungl at tit" 
foot of the p ll . , nnd u. (! ll plt' o f 1i55-mm gun ha t
W inDS ht'll l'd 111 ' tl rea I t' I' 'nll hou.rs ]H' ior to 
the u ' sault. Bllt th ' ObSl' I l i n from the jl1 ll~11' 

floor Wfl poor, anti. th 1":5fllUt I ('oops w uld n eYI'l' 

han] hC'Pll 11 1 If' t UdnUI ('(.> hud illey bl'pn fOI"l:l,d 

to d('pl'.ncl on th i:;:. :;up port olont' . Here, for thl' 
first time, W' SI'I' men linn of ,,£'If-pl'opl'llcd nrt iHrry. 
The J uptWI?S{' d l'':CI"iption or tl li .. pi (.'('p C'01TI' -POlHls 
quite elo ely to what We' hlOW of t ltl' lU ;)~ \ll lll gUll, 
mOllnted on a i'1'lt-pW[H'l\ l'd lI"!U'tor, II I'd by tllt' 
GI nmUl " in ll ll th (li r t'l1lllpai~lIlO' sin e!' \ I uy 19-10. 
In thl' pr('~ In t .O'h t t ill! .Jnpllrtl-' . I' SC't'lll ti) lun -e USl'd 

a ba tt Iy of six g uns , w·hieh foll owed tlw i ll fll.lllry
I' IlglllN'.r ( olllhul I t 11 m ,; ill (' lo~e Ilp port :lllcl ell
gaO'(,d til l' 1·11I · my'~ ·ll·ou", poin l,.; with dir ('t, fire 
fl'om po it ion" 011 l lt ~ rou,l dose bdlind the 
Ilti&1II 11 i l1g uuits. 

The .Jllp uu ese pnwpctifld ill the only wuy pos
sible b~- 1\ seri es of l ir 'ct limited fru n tal atta ks 
agu i st curb strong-po in t ill t Ul"ll . The objective 
elle l. time ,,"us lim it ed to the s trolJgpoint imme
diat ely in front , IlIlJ IIftt'l" iL f'tlptur irl'sh combat 
t ea ms would b(' l)J'l) l1gilt liP to d '(('nd the nre 
Hg(l in.'t countel' It t IlC')" Juun('hed by the British 
fro lll trllngpoin ts ill !·t' :lr. B ('1111<;1' of the small 
.::iz ' of the garri,;oll, ··llch Ilttll hl' were never very 
Im'g-t> nor \ ry heu y)' , bllt in til e:lrl~'·tnges of the 
fi gh t there were freq l1ent locul Cllwlterntto.ck' 
I1w d(\ hy units tIll' size of n plHtoon. It W Il S n 
slow painful l1(h r nnce, and cost t he Japancse 
heuyiJy in both lUen and Illatl~riel. Altholl~h 

they were able to 11 only one battalion at a. time 
in the t uult, this wns const a ntly replaeed, so 
fl llH h Iore the Li¥h twas O\"('I' , four in suer ji.,iOll 
IHl d been moved up IIgll insl the lone battalion 01 
d fenders. 

The .JapallC'se gr ull<l tr ops were aided in this 
a t uck by 11n almost, contillllouS series of dive 
bom bings. By t,he e\-enin!.!" of the 22d, two 
Bri ti sh IU'tillel'Y bnttel'ies JlHlll nt('d on the h igh 
grOllIld n I·ith r side of the IITn mit of the p US)' 

hnd been bombed out of ilc'l ion . D epriy('d now of 
:111 H rtillery Sllpport except t.hll t fllrnished by one 
llOwitzer hattery firing frOUl t.ile yalley on tile far 
sid of th e p s, the Ausll'l\w. n defellS began to 
crumble . B . r noon on the 23d, nll but tJ te last 
two strong"points loented in the ' uHl mil of the 
p it . illld fullen to th e .Jnpun "e, and it wus dear 
that if the defending bnttuLion wa" to extl'il' fl te 
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itself us a wut it would han> to withdraw bdore 
the next Ol L'!lll ught. 1'm1)11hly under ol'(kl's fl'OIll 
his di\-ision comnwntiel'. the bnt tt lion commllnder 
withcll'l' \' llis compani l" from their pO' itions in the 
pnss, londed them into tru 'k. behind the crest of 
the hill, und start-ed down the rOtld into the Pemk 
Vnlley in un attempt to rejoin the rnnin forces 
which had comtructed a ddensin> position in the 
hills to tIlt> e~<; l ', rd. "'hill' the Br ' lI -g11n c.lITiers 
and truck wer '; ndiu~ th il' wily clown W(' . teep 
mountnin 1'0tHI, II sqllndrol1 of diYe bnmbel's enllle 
oyer intending to delivrl' the prepnnttory bom
bardment for tile fillnl .J pan ~e tl" t1 ult. Catch
ing sigllt of the com-oy, and realizing" thnt the 
pneTIl~- hnd pulled out of their po ition, the 
squadron c0ll11mmdel' directed hi",. aUne - on thl' 
column of yehicles. There appcUl~ to htn-e bt'pn 
no nntin1rnuft fire, and the troops sitting in (1)('n 
trucks moying down, nurrow rond nt H SilOirs 
p:l('e suffered ('Trible 10 es . 'TheIl tl lp .JnpnIlf'Sl' . 
infan try pa" d t he spot a fe\\ hours In tel'. tllf'. 
found more thnn 50 dHured ancl oYC'l"turned trucks 
and glm carrier!" _'{'u ttc'red along the road. 

5, THE PERAK RIVER CROSSING 
The capture of this puss gaY(' the Japnnese 

possession of the- entirE' range of tIll' Larut Hills. 
From their position on the crest. they could look 
l'ushnud across the Pernk Riye-r ynlley sonll' 6 
mill'S to the high ground where> the British" t'l'e 
pntrenched. .\ the British had withdrnwlI to the
Idt bank, tIl(' ,Tnpane>se wert' able to lise the- entire 
are-a. west and north of the riY('I' withoi.:t opposi
tion, 

The Pernk River runs south from KunIa Kung
sal', the siif' of the first of the British PO ' ilions, 
where the II igll\ya~' ancl raihyny ('ross thp l'iYer, for 
nearly fi2 milPs as far IL· '[' ('10k, whpI'(' it turns 
west and some 121f miles furilicr on empti(\s into 
the :Malal'cu Straits. A.fter crossing tll(' riwr at 
Kuala Kallgsar, the rnilwuy and high way climb 
the hills on th~· eastern bUIIk and th ' 11 t,lIl'l1 south, 
roughly paralkling the- river at a distanl'e of 1 
or 2 mil t' . TIJCY pa '" through Ipoh, the site of 
thp second Bri t ish position. and f!'Om there rim 
west. c1os(' t.o the l'!\"('r until it flows through 
Telok, WIWIll'e the roads continue sout.h toward 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Air rccoIlllai_ tl lIl'(' hncl informed the Jnpl1nese 
that the British W 'I" preparing to dpfpnd the 
river line at, Kuala K:lIIgsar, at Ipoh, and at 

T(>lok, and that the fidel forti fif'ntions at til(' last 
t,n) pInel'S W('\"(' so nITang tl (lint { h('~T ,,-ere c pnhl(· 
of tI 'ft'11sl' agaillst any force coming down thr 
rond 1" '·0111 the' north , as wdl :t." :w ainst an~- nt
emp l.' mudc to eross t hl' rin'r [rom the 'H'St. 

_\'11 tbrel' of tbl' Bri j~h po:iti on:-; \\"('I'e stroIl~ nnrl 
would be difficllit to t:1k,>. B il l th e line that L1H'~
Wl'rf' trying to d(>f(' ncl ,n1 ' I' r," (', tellded, and, n,.. 
it fa 'I'd WI'. t nIHI as their IiIW of r('treat was (0 thl' 
south, it ,,"us eXlrt'mel~· yuilH'rahle to any attucks 
made a t it.: soulh('rn extrl'mil,·. namely, Tdok. 

Gen e.ra l YttJll u,-hit,1 l 'lld bl'l' 1l unable to use 
mOl'" thn)) about Olle di , i"io ll at a time ill UIl." 
e.ll.g-ag['lI1l'nt thlls far, berml,;e of the naITO\\" front. 
OIl which his troops had been 0JJel·l1ting. Kow, 
howen'r, with n 52-milp front. to aitnck, he 
was in a pO'ilion to use tll(' mujor portion of his 
force , and with plenty of room in ,,-hich to maJ1(,U
yer he eould USI:' hi:;; troops to greater advantage 
than Il1L'rd.'" sluggin~ their wu.\- dmvIl a IH1ITOW 
road. .\.U of the nrtiller~- of the motorized divi
sioll wbich had bppn leadin!! the column was pluced 
ill po_ iiioJl on the Lan l Hills nnd brought to 
ben!" ngnillst the Briti...h forc('s nt Kuala Knng:;;ar . 
From tIl(' ;;unm1it of tIl(' pass, bmn',l'l'., the road 
woulld down the mountnin side to the river fo!' 
nbout :3 miles in full view of the British bat
teries, alld it was impo ' ible to move any large 
bolii('5 of troops dmnl this road to positions wh(,rl' 
the-y could comc into contact with tIl(' enemy on 
the far bank, All that the .Japlllw:-;l' could do wus 
to sP\ld dmYI1 slllall detacbment : at night, when 
by Illoying' rapidl~" nnd at irregular intervuls thl'Y 
could tl':.lYerse the !"oud without suffering too 
hl':lY~" cU5ualties frOl1l the interdictory fire of the 
Brit ish batteries, ,,-hie-II kept pounding this roud 
throughout the hour:;; of dnrkllPss, The Briti,;h 
gUlls were well prolpd ed, and, in spite of tlll' firp 
of thl' motorized diyision's artillery and a numb!'!' 
of din·-bombillg· a tt acks, the .Japnll('se were. unablp 
to silcnce them; n\ld it b~'(' fllt H' ('if.nr that it. would 
be- impossible to (TOSS tbe riypr nt this point. TIl(' 
.Jl1puncsc det('rmincd to nttpmpt a (TOSSing nt n 
point near Ipolt, about 12 miles downstre:1m 
from Kuala KUll~sar. The British positions at. 
this point \\ ere (' \"I.!r.'" bit as stmllg tlS those farther 
lip lrco.m, hut thl' Hat, thick jungle which ex
t('ndecl right up to the bank of th~' river PII:lblpd 
the .Japnnese troops to approach much doser 
withol! t being· se-cn. The" roads" through this 
area. were sca!'cely more thUII native. pat.hs, The 
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.Japanl'-t' I -('d three r gimen of C'n{rin C'I: onr 
a p l'rind (I -l I 1l:'O _ in imp l' ,ing Ih e rond from 
Taiping' to the poin t 011 tIt' ri\- el' btlJlk opposite 
Jpoh t li ll t IJ H ~ hau ('hoseu for thC'i r nHllck 
B~- tIt(' morning of t il 26th, l hl' :lrli lh'r~- of the 

di\-i::: ioll sel '<'led for t hl' task \\a. ill po. ition in the 
jUlIgl(' , find tit infalltr,\" units aud png ine rs W('fe 
in il st' lJl bl.\- arN1S d ose to th l' rrw'r . pl'l'p ["ed, 
\\Ill'n t he time came, to mow' fon\ nr-d, hUIneh 
tlH'il' I'll bl> 'r a _ u1t bOil L. and cro. - to the oppo
sitl' ballk_ All II I." long thl' arl ill ('r, · fired a heayy 
bOIl1Lmnln1l'l1t n"aill_t tbe Brit j-h l in(>~ . The 
Iletllol (']'0 iu/! \\ I ,' sl,L [or thl' mOI'llil1~ of the 27th, 
and in the early morning h OU.TS be fore duylight. 
tll1'<'(' f'o rnbll' teuIlIs ('ompo~pd of !'T1gin('I'r:'- and 
in full t ry Illon~d up to the l'iy l'l' bank and ',ruted 
fUI' th t :: igll al to \uunch their bont::;. .Just t1fter 
day light. bombers cnme onr and rainl'd high ex
plo.;i\t : ou the Bri Ii h li]1es for lH'Urly half a.n hour. 
.\.. the I· t pilu le' di uppenr d th f.' tl,.:;ault tNl ms 
",hon'd off fl ' m til(' bank of t lil' I'iw'r nnd stan d 
p::uJdling IU'I'OSS_ 13" ' flU e of tlH' h 'ay)'" bombtu'd
ment , the .TnpnlH'sc' thought thu t they were going 
to be uble lo noss tIlt' river with very little oppo
sit ion. But thl' British positions had been so well 
hiddl'lI in the jUllgle that neither the artill t,J'Y nor 
the bombers hnd succeeded in accu rat ely loc'u t ing 
them. As n rcsult, there w ~re enoll h m lld lilw-gun 
nest s IU d balll'ries in udioll tlw t morning to t w'n 
sueh a IHlil of fire Oll the ,Tapalll':1' u:;, they paddll'd 
slowly across tli ' riyer thlll th(' atto ck brokl' dO"'jJ 
almost before it l:> lurtcd. JapanI' I - :;, must hl1\-e 
bet'll \"(' 1'." bctl\'y, for th('n' ,,-ere uo fur l he r at 
tempts t1w t day lo rel1l'W thc n(I\'an c . 

Althougll this attack wu,.; it Relf n failure. it did 
sueceed in IIltimately g: lting' the Japunt'se across 
the Peruk Hi\ '1' _ The Bri l ish appnl' !l lly r I1 lized 
thnt if and whell Lh .Japmll'sf' e\ eJ' did ('1"0 - at 
Ipoh , the t1' ops at Kuala Kan~llr wouJd be ('ut 
off from rctn'at, and tlll'rdol'e they wilhdl'L'\\- the 
gfll'risOll from its def(,ltse of t he bridge:;, al tlla t 
point Il nd mO\-l'd them south to join t be t !'Oops nt 
Jpoh . Th is (>yacuflt ion of course Pllnhlcd the 
JnpnlH's(' to ero s a t Kunin K UlIgsat'. B,\- til l' a ft c'l' 
noon of lhe 27th, GC'I H,.' ru l Yamashita had a di
VISIOIl 011 the eastern bank of the P l'l'uk Ri\-er 
rendy Lo move on thl' Bri tish at Ipou from the 
nortll , as well us a di,i ion which \HI l' ndy to 
fi ttt'mpt u crossing from the \\ s l bank. 

T11l' attnck was lnuncllPd Ilga in OIl lb,' morning 
of diP 28tll, and COllCel1tl'utl'J fire from the bnt-
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tl'ries of two diyj"ion5 pIn sonll' additional hl'a\',\
urtilkr~' wa din'ctl'd a!!uins t lltt' ddt'llllers. For 
thf' firs t ti lll l' ill the " -(' t C ~l..t l'nmpuiU'll, t\HI 
complete .Tapan t''' di\'isi JU- W( rf' l)m ploYI,d i llllll
tlllll'ollsly , B l l in p itt' uf ull that tlll'Y l'o ulL! do , 
t11f'Y Wl'l'!' 1I1lalJIe to dUodg' tLJ ' _\.u. trulillIlI; from 
an~' but thl' most ud 'au C'l·d po. it ions. Durin!! lhl' 
day tlu'P onsluughts \\"l'n' l'I'p ub-t'U by tl l" dl' ff'l ld
iag troops. L tl ' in tht' CYl'lIill!!' , after litl\-illt! re
p u],.ed t he third 11 tllck, t he B r ti h CO JIll IlH II!I s ud
lit-nl," r pt in'd und rno\ !' 1'a pidl,\- down thl' rolld ill 
the c1in'etioll of Telok, louviur' only a slllnll n'ar 
gunrd in the lines Ilt Jpoh to COH'r their with
clrnwnl. Thl' cnuse of this !'I'lrt'itt was th, • ltdden 
appearnnee of a strong .JIl.PILIl('" force ill tlw mouth 
of the PeI'llJ ' Rin'r 11,'111' Tdok . This \\'tL.~ a third 
di"isiuII wllieh the Jnp tmCl' had mO Ve 1 south 
t1u'ough tll(' jungle until it l'PuC'hed thl' coast at a 
small town called Lumpat. T hen', after assem
bling a Humber of knOt'k t'd-do'n1 motorboa.ts 
whidl the.,' Iwd brougllt w id l them, they 1'1Ilburked 
two spl'ciu ll.\- orgll niz ,J n 'nult ba ttaliollS whieh 
ml)\'l,d down the co t Oml' 19 mill'S to tIll' 
mouth of till' Perak Rin'l' , \\!t( re tllt'Y h ' Jed up
stn'am towards Tdok. The plan Wils to surprise 
thl' garrison at Tl'lok bdoJ'1' d .vlight, capture thl' 
to\\"11, straddle the road corning south from Jp01l , 
and so bottlE' up the r f.'Lrl' Hting Bri li!'h troops . A 
small British rin'l' patrol, howt'Yt'r, discon'n'd 
tItem about 6 miles downstream from Telok and 
ga\'(' till' warning ill tiuw to tlkrt the garrison, 
Th" British were l'NI,dy when tIll' Japanese boats 
tlrrivl·d , and as tll c att ll e-kers had no artillery or 
}1\ int ion support, the defcnders had no difficulty 
ill l'l'plllsillg thNU. Bnt the nppl'ttrallcl' -of .Jup
nnese t.roops Yirtuall~- in real' of thl'ir lines alnrmed 
the British High Commnnd to such an extent that 
it was appal'pndy tj,.cic\c,d to a ll ndoll thc dl'fI'IlSI' 
of t h,' Pertlk Ri l't nnd to ,,-ithdm\\- to the vicillity 
of KlJuln LUllIjlur, \\-here the IlI'Xt. uefpllSivl" line 
,,-as being prepal'cd. 

6. 	THE BATILE OF KUALA LUMPUR 
Th e defon ' e of KunIa Lumpur eousisted of n 

r ril': of guJ lnIlt fIghts in which th e Brit-ish tiulC' 
nn e! again n· puiscd the most. dcspcl':1tc Jap:lIll'sl' 
III tnd,:s, ouly to be forced ul tiuHHrly to gin' Itp 
their positioll b ('c'll llO'e of JapaIl C'. e lnndiTl f,.l'S Iwhiml 
their line::;. By t his time lhl' British had r ' ,\'i \ ed 
bot h air and ground l'l'illfor 'l' lI1ents from Illdia. 
and the lIth Diyision a ft -I' withdrawing from 
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Telok <lo\\-n the' road tow:ml Kunia Lumpur pnssed 
through till' lines of tIll' n'cently nlTiYl'd 4,jth 
Indinn Brip1de, whil'b W !lS huilding n dc/'ensi'-e 
position in :l ddile ju t north of Trolak. The ter
rain at t.his place is som('wlwt simillir ro thnt en
eounterC'd by the .Jnpnm'sC' in the pns,:: through the 
Larut Hills, and the~' were forcc·d to I'm ploy the 
SI1J1lC ttl ,ti('s in thC'ir aUc>mpts to 0\ I'rconw British 
resist ullcc at this poillt. :\ow, howl" PI' , tlwil' 
enemit,s ('ollsish'd of a full brigl1dC' of 1'1'I..,h troops 
supported by fl mountain art ilkry bri 'nde, and 
the reppatc'd frontal na ncks which lwci OH'I'C'on1l' 
thC' 10lle Austruli:m ha lt a lion in till' pr('yiolls fight 
W('I 'C unahlC' to Wl' ll r thC'1Il c10WII. 1'1)(, British hild 
enough tmops :1" ilubk for the dC'f!'ll. C' of this JlH 
to C'nohle th em to rot't tilt' IHlll lllions in the' 
trclH'lws, so that. when the Jap:ul.>. e brought up 
fn·sh troops, tile British also w C'r nhle to bl'illg 
rC'inforcC'ml'nts up illto tlu' linl'. ThC' Jnpan . l' 
unit illyol eel in this aerion W II ' nn infa ntry tliyi
sion which up 1I11tii thl'n h l1 (\ no t :-it' 'n nn~' sprious 
s(,tion. The l11otorizl'd eli, ijon wlliC'h had lecJ till' 
marl'll C'ver SiTU'!' tlll' Inndin~ :11 ;-, in~orn 1l11d 1)(,f'l1 
pulkd out after the Lnrut 11 ill~ fi~ht and with
drawn to Tniping for rl'st :lnd reorganization. 

For some r eu on or otlll' r, tl)(' .Tnpnnesl' did not 
pre. their pursuit after tll(, British abnndOlll'd 
Ipoh und Tdok, probably lw('nllse the t mops 
which had marC'iteel south through the jung-k nnd 
attelllpted to l:tJl(l at TC'lok ,n'r(> scnttelwl bl'tm:'en 
t.lwt to\nJ oIllI tht' mouth of tllC' Pernk HiYl'r nnrl 
Lumpot. Thl' logisti r's prohll'm inyoln'd ill :"up
plying tllis diyision on tIle' con , t wns :l difl'eult olle. 
Some t.ime was rC'quired to work it out allli to re
assembk the diyision nt thl' mouth of till' Pernk 
RiYel' , prepnratory to res\lmin~ opprntiolls along 
the const. As the 3d \":1\1('(' of the main colunm 
down tllC' highway clepl'nd(,d OIl the Sll 'C' l'S of the 
landing op('rations to bl' c:lI'rit,d out b~' this unit, 
the entin' .Tapanese foret' was hdd up for seH'ral 
days wllilC' the neccssn l'.\r slIpplips ami bouts were 
being :l~:-;embled in the yicinity of Tclok. 

"llCll all prep.1rutions had been mnde, the diyi
siOn sl'iC'('tl'd to head the nc\YnJ)ce movC'd Ollt of its 
bivouac south of Ipoll .1lld headcd down thl' rond 
t.owurds Trolak, wher!' nn 3(l\-anC'c d t nt'll/nent hnd 
been in contact with the Indian brig-alle eyer since 
the 28th of D C'cember. The march of the cliyision 
was timl,d so us to DrriYe nt the defilc early on the 
mOnJill~ of JIlIlU:U:'- 4. The diyisioll commander 
had prl'C'pdecl his troops and had his plans nil ready 

OPER.\TIO:\,S 

wlll'1l the first of hi;; ulJits alTi n ' d at the scent' of 
bnttle. _1s ill thl' Lnrut Hill,; fight, the only wn~' 
to nclyonce wus for the troop;; to foree t1wir '\-n}, 
throllgh th pass b~' shcer SUPl'I'lOrit:v of fire powC'r. 
.\Il of the di \'i_ion's urtillel·. \\ tl . brought to h('nr 
on the nalTo\\' British front , nnd while the bnlk of 
the infantry rel11nined w('11 b,'hind in us 'mbly 
.1l'l'.1S, IHIP h att ulion ot tI tim". nided hy :l fl'w 
il:lIlll,-thnm-ing tanks and "l)('('i:lIl~' trailll,d ngi
lH'P!' t e~llll S . at tn ekecl the i'l rOl lg-points ill S1Iee('s
,;:ion .wel fOIlght de::p01 t (' l, ~ a~ll in -t the IndiHlI 
('ounten Had -s until the n ext I ~ oult ba llulioll 
pnssed tbrough it to ' ~Ili l tilt' s tl'ongpoillls ill l'l'a r. 
Fo)' :3 dnys the .Jopon!'"l' til t ll" ked un ('I' II.s i ngl~'. 

us ing fn '"h troops e"cry d:I~' illIcl all tlI(' modern 
weapon ' tl their ('ommand . By the ewL of tllC' 
t hird d:I~' tll(,~' h nd :lI l'c'\'pd ,'d in pPllt'tnlting only 
tht' li rs t lim' of the defl, t1si t' pll:i itioJl. :llld hnd the 
British 1)(, ' ll ahle to hrill~ up fn ' ' 11 troops, it is ycry 
likd~- tllnt they could l1a"p deprind the iJlyuc\ers 
of eyen th t'sl.' smull !,ru ins. Th e .Jap:)(II" l' · n ~' tlHlt 
tUl'il' nil' I' ('(lllll:li""lllll'l' sllowC'd thnt nlllotorizcd 
COIIlIlIlI W:I'1 in flel prnt'I'l'J in~ lip till' road from 
KunIn L:lllI))Ur tow:lnl;; Tl'olnk Oil thC' aftl'rnOOlI 
of .T:llnl:1r~' T. Thi;; column, tit r hl'lie\"lxl. tlli' 
Bri ti "h intended to u"", in :1 (,Ollllt t'n tH Ile];: tn 
drin' tll 0m out or tllL'ir position. 

TlltI l Illortling , Ilowl'Yt'r. thC' .JUP:llIl'SC diyis ioll 
which h ud been. "cmbling at the mOllth of thl' 
PC' rt h. } jYC'r embarked il det llC lllllL'llt of troops ill 
its Jllotor bonts nIHI ill a l1umbC'r of nntive bonIs 
wllieh lInd been eommnndeered IIp Ulld dowll Ihl' 
('O[J:;l, and ef!,pctf'll u surprise landing just south 
of til(' mouth of tlw Bernam Hiy!'l' where a 
rom l nllls PO t through the jUllgll' for about 37 
miles alld jOillS thL' ,Y('"t \111. t highway nt u 
poillt bet w '('J\ Trol:lk nlld Kllnla Kubn. III spite 
of the f:lCt that this was thL' s('cond timr the 
.Jnpallest' hnd mudl' lise of tllis malle-un'l'. till' 
Briti::<h sel'l11 to hnyC' bl'l'lI l'ulIght, compll'tl'iy 
U1lnwores. .\s tIle .JnPilllC'SC pushed along th(' 
junt,rlC' road which led eastward from their InIlllillg' 
point on till' ('(last, they elH'oullt l red no resist:1l1Cl' 
ulltil n d etnc1IIIl!'llt of Austrnli:lJls, which hnd lll'C'lI 
rusllN-! Ilo'YII till' rond , intl'ITI·ptt·cl tl1('m Ipss than 
10 miles from the' main highwny. Unfort.llllateiy 
for the .Jnp:t1lC'sc, their ndynl\t:~· units \\"('l'e lackillg 
in nrtilll·r.\' and were unnbk to pllsh throu!!h tllC' 
Australialls to se('ure a po"ilion :ll'J'OSS thl' hig-hwuy 
south of Trolllk. Hod thl'Y bC'C'n able to do so 
nnd to hold the position llJltil the ul'l'ivnl of the 
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l'l>mainder of their diyisioll, tht' .Japalll'St' would 
haH' 1)('('11 ublL' to tmp the 4,5th Indian Brigade us 
well as H brigade of Austl'llliuns which w us still in 
the yicinity of TroIak, By the time sufficiellt 
noops hnd ('ome lip to dl'iH' the ~\tL t mli a:lI s bnck 
to\Ytll't1S the higb\\"uy, III Bril i.;;h troops frOIll 

Trolak had sUl'(' (' ('dl'd in t'tfl'l 'l i l\ ~ their retn' nt ullCl 
we're \Yell on the w·ny to E.ltala Kubu, 

_\.t Kunin Kubll 1I pHrl of till' ,\.II",U'ulian tiiyisioll 
was astride thp rou d ill U p n"i li oll of ,; 1He lIutllml 
strength, but as the ('olln [1'y \\·as mon~ 0IWII thaJI 
thnt fnrther north, t\t(' d cfell"c of the area was 
g-oing- to be mort' difficult thall lhut of the lIllITOW 

ddilcs nnd jungle p fl .S('S \\·hidl thl' British had 
lhus far been holding·. Tht' .1 l1\1 11 111'<::(' spl'nt 2 
dn~'s, till' 9th ami 10th, ill InllIH:l lillg fierce nli ncks 
lll!;ninst the Kuala Kubn d d t'IISl'S . All of these 
ol\,;lnug-hts \\-ere rl'plI l ~ed, :Il1d at 110 timp did tIle 
.JnpnnL'se succ('('d ill PI'11 l ra t ill:i C\·I'II ti ll' ou ter 
lincs. But they did s\I('("I ,('1I in pilllli lll! the 
British to thcir posit ion and ill m nl-i ng tlwm lise 
till' hulk of their t roops alrn ill ;; t ti le for('('-" nlo,-i.ng 
clOWIi the h i~!t\\, Il:r . For b~' Uti" l imp the British 
relllizl'd ihnt the most s('riolls tIt!' Il t to thcir 
drfcnso of the ~ralay peuinsuln lay ill the .JapaIlPse 
units which werL' pl'O('('('dil1g down thc "'('5\ Coust 
:111<1 lundin~ bC'hind the dcfclIsi,-e liIlP';. 

I n un t II I'Dlpt to hlol'k t hi;; IlWIIl'UH'r, til(' 
BI'itish 1([«1 SPlit u force to Kllnln SI'lang-or, at till' 
mouth of th e Sehmgor rin'r, whL're the nc:-;t at 
tempt at l1 landing ('ould lo~j ('n lly b(' l'X]WI'tl'd, 
.\ I'nihulY runs sO llihwanl from KUll ln :-' t'lu ngor l1::; 

fill' ns Klang, wlll.'1'I' it joins t li l' tlst -Wl'sl lilli' from 
Kllnla LUlllpur to PorI ~\\"('t It' rlil:1 1I1. It wns thl'rL'
ron' yital to the d (' f t' IISI' of Kunia Lumjlm ror tlIP 

British to hold Kualn ~dll llgor and Po!'t Sw<'1tl'n
irnm, and tlH'Y gnrrisOIll'd tlll' Sl' ('01151al points with 
ttll tIl(' troops wllil'h eould Ill' sparl'd [mIll til(' tll'

feIIS(' of the ma in posi t iOIl. Rowe"el', tIl(' Il<'H \ -,\ 

attacks by tIl(' main .JnP:llH's(' foreps engage' !! so 
lJlan~' troops that till' British I\"l're unable- to send 
nil a<il'qllatl' force to dl'fclId the ('oast. 

The British sueccecil'd in repulsing t\yO .JapaIH'S(' 
attempts 10 land ill tlt(' yicinity of Kuala Selnngol', 
but the clwlil for tbi~ sethlwk Illust go to tl1l' R~\.F. 
,\. J111ml)('l' of IH'W squ llci roIlS had bl'l'n Sf'Ilt out 
from Ind in and till' \Iiddll' East nbout this time, 
and the British wry \vi I,ly 1'll1ploYl'd their bomb
I'I'S in bl'l'uking IIp ul IOm})I S to land nlong tlir 
C'OllSt. Th e JaplllJ U'L' eould not 11:1I· e known of the 
1ll'l'in11 of these new nil' l"l'illfor(,l'I1wnts , for theil' 

first II I t l mpt to land at Kiln 1n ~lt ' l llngor was not 
prolt'(' l ('d b~- fighter planes, lind Wl ll' ll the British 
bombl'r::; ('nOll' in to nHnd -, the .Jllpal ll'<; I' were 
(, Illlg-bt obnut thl'ee-qu ll l'krs of n milt- offshoI'l" 
cl"O"dl'd into open boa s und I'Il;;Y marks for 
hOlllh::; and machine guns. It ::>l)em,; I','rtaill that 
fL',," if allY of this force ('scapL'd, fot' ill .JnpanL'Sf' 
aL'Counts of tltis fight tlll'rc are InallY rdt'['(' IH'l'S to 
thl' ;!!l. llnllt way in whiL'h mCll died without at 
tl'lllpling- (0 rl'treat. Kext dn,," another landing 
WlIS uttl'mptl'cl at the same plael', :1I1e1 that timc 
tlw troops W('re prot ected by n sqlladron of fig-hu,!' 
planl's ,,-h ich infiictl,d heu\-y lo:n'" on tile British 
bomiJrr:;o. Wh l'll th(,," SWOOlwd in to altock . But 
tli l'l1' l.'olld ILlII' rn p t also must han' I WI' Il a fnihll'P, 
for it \\1)-; 1l0t ull til til l' third day that a 5uc('l'ssflll 
bndi ni! WI m,ule. On this oC(,Il'ion, til(' .Tapnll('SP 
fill ed Ie air not olll,\~ wilh figh Hors but with dive 
b oml ll' r;; \\ hich hu tt l' red the bench ddl'IlSI' ;;0 

badly tl l:l l th(' troops e'neollntclwl H'IT littk 1"(' 

istu nr' fLS th!'y cunw ashore , The .Japnlll''''' lost 
~IO li llI(' ill PllRhillg sOllth down thl' railwuy to
\yards Klang, whik the main body of tlwi!' co!!,;tal 
diyisiol1 \ \-:1.8 hrollght dOlI II t hI' eons t ill tm ll"porb 
and landed at Ku nIn ,.\' Il illgor to reillforcc thL' 
u(h-ance' d l'l lld lll ll 'lll. The 'U rl'f! ' -ful landing of 
n largr fonT outlt of thl' ~I.' l ilngor Ri\"('r ::; eukd 
the fUll' of Kuu tH Lumpur. a nd on the II tli thc 
.\.uslrllli nu:5 pulled olll of l il('il' po.: itions at Kunia 
Kubn :mel moycd Olltir, nIJnnlioning tbe city nnd 
til(' l'ntirC' distriL't to tlt<' ..lap,IIH'SC . 

From thnt tU1l1' until th l'Y l'enc.lll'd the 1vlul1,r 
Hi \'l'r on .January 18, there \\"lIS no ~('\'ious fighting; 
thl' British )'1.':\1' guarels mcrely dl'luYl'd tllP ,.la,pa
nl'sl' eoluInns sufIicil'ntly to L'nnbk tlll'ir own main 
forcl's to rctrcat wit.hout seriolls moll'sta.tion. 

7. 	 THE EAST COAST COLUMN 
In the llIeantime, the Japanc ·c colullm on the 

I!:ast Coast had b(,pn able to Uti yt lllC( ' llt about the 
Sallll' ratl' tIS thc main .Japmll';;I' CO!'C'l·.' in till' west, 
without a.ny plut.ieulariy llC't\\-y fig-hting. After 
rl'tl'l'ating from Kota Blluru th!' Bl'itisll had held 
thl' lilli' of the Trcnggn,nu Hin'r, but a.fter tlle 
pi ('ITing of the PCJ'id~ Riyc'r ddl'nSl'S till's(' troops 
Ii tH j withd rawn south and taken IIp lWI\" po,;itiolls 
lilong thl' Pahang HiyeI' in order to kl 'l'p contuct 
with tlH'ir forcos in the w('s t. The fall of Kuuln 
LlllllPlll' Hnd the retrea.t south to tIl(' ~lu:lr Rivl'l' 
on the "-es t Const again exposed their ldt !iank, 
nnd they \\·l'n' forced to retretl t onCe mon', in spite 
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THE !lIAL.-\ L\ 

flf the fI t tha t the~ were pprfl'dly (':lpn hk of 
holding inc! 'fillilt'ly t llp forrl'" with whirll they 
thl'Ill 'pln '''' \H're ('ng:l~(·d. 

8. THE CONQUEST OF THE SOUTHERN PLAIN 

,,"Iwn the.]a an ". p, ·nl'lralt· I tit,· :,ontlH'rtl pnrt 
of tIll' State of ~egri Sembilull, t h '~ catlle out of 
tltl' mountains onto illl' J]u l pLa in of tI ll' soutlH'nl 
tip of thl' ~lala~'" Pl'ninsulu. und for tlll' first time 
in this cfLmpaign lwei 2uHie iPIlt roOIll to elllploy nil 
of thl'ir uni.ts at onCl'. TlIl' linp" which tltl' Britisll 
int('nded to hold plll'll llt'l tbl' \I ull .. RiYl'r tlu'ongll 
G,'mlli' and then rnn rou~l d~ (', t\nlnl to Endn u 
on the E l CO! st . Ill'i"l', for tit,· t1r;:t tinw, the 
two tlrmies fI le I.' I PI) b othl'r "-" Hlli l', for, until thi~ 
lim' hnd b en n 'ucl ll'l . t ll l' h il!h mountain mug" 
which runs down the Cl'n tC!' of the peninsub hn.d 
srpnra ted tll Ul'mw: into two indepeTldl'n t 
columns. 

The Austrnlinn d"f 11 "(' of GelllllS WH:: one of thl' 
bright spots. of the l' lI ll1plLi O"n for til(' British. The 
.In.pnll l'Re SU~- thut it WlI' thp 1l,·rl'i'5t fighting tll '.\ 
hud on the n t iw pl'ninsllla, nnll thn t they "utfl't l'd 
tlwir hpu,·i('st 10. t'" in nttr lllpting to bn'ak tlO\m 
thl' stubborn d{['llSt' of this town. But, ~'tI.llnnt 
thoul!h thl' d ·f'l\",e was , it \n1S nullified b~- another 
lnlllluw sou th of the :\lullr, " ,hen n JuparH'Sl' unit. 
wltich hnd l'm bllrkl'd ill boa t at ~I o l n('(,<l Tow11 
und mcn pel down along the co t , ca ptured Batll 
P,Ihut ..: lILII (If tL,' r i' i'l·. _It till' NUll!' time tIll' 
JIlIi in .JIlpUlIl ", ( 0 1'('(' f'r 1,..'1 d tI ll' _ I uur 1\ t Bnkri. 
a f r' \\ .Jllil l·. down tn'lUll trom GI'm, __ . This en
~ngl'lIwnt ,,'as one of the most di ':;adrolls of th\' 
(,ltllipnign for the Brit ish, for it caugh t tlll'1ll just 
ns tlwy Wl'I'l' withdrnwing frolll t1l ·ir p()~ ition ' as 
a result of the landing n.t Bat u Pahnt. Lo~"'es \n'n' 
hl'1\TY, !lnd thl' troops were HI hudly di,;organizt'd 
that no furthpr attempt was Illude to stop tlH' 
.fnpunl'se until tllE'~' J'eHched Johorl' BlltLru, aero,,;;:. 
thl' stl'llits from SU1I!lljJore. The 1'('lr 'u t of thl' 
troops defending tll \Iu ILI' l{iwr line r reed tlw 
withdl'tl wal of the East (' usL di,~i: ion which hud 
b<-'I'n surc .sfully defPIlJ ing End u.u for nearly a 
\\"('l'k. Althollgh tIll' Bri t ish nbandolll'd a.ny nt
tempt nt geneJ'I1.l resistnllcl' aft,,}" t.\J(' Jupn,nese had 
forced the _-Iuar Rivc!', nlld silllply lllardll'd their 
nmu1 columns south as fast a::; they ('ould go, the~
left behind two strong rear gUtlrJs which fought u 
number of fierce engngt'm('llts dllriug the retrent 
and hl'1d up the Japauese sufficil'lItly to nllow the 
main British arm~c to get to Singapore in safety. 

CA:\[p,-UGX 3.5 

9, THE CAPTURE OF SINGAPORE 

,Yltt'll tIll' .J:lj>UUt'Sl' u('('upied ..Tohore Bitar\[ 011 

.J!llllltiry :~ I, thl'.\- '['curl'eI ('orllplptc po "t'»siol1oj" 
till' :\lalay Penillsula Illuill itll Hi , alld fou lld lltelll
::Ieln'" wi t h ill a lIIile of th e g r('tlt British 11t\Y1l1 basl' 
a t Sl' letu r lIml ,,-ithin arlilll' rv rall!!l' of thl' wholr 
islalld of .' ill!!l1pol'r. Tht'y k~d l:'lltir ly"lilllillated 
:-:'ill !!il POI'(' tl_ n us' U (' \WIllY bu,.,e. alld probnbl~' 
could Iw \'L' red ut·pd it ill t1 co Iple of mOllths In' 
nil all'" of a blockade tllid a ('Ol1tillIlOUS a l'Li lll'l"~' 
bombardment. Rllt it number of t il' Drs openlte~1 
to illfl ll ('J\! '(' their dptennillntioll to ndopt the more 
expl'lI in' and quicker method of direC't 11:' Ilult. 

The Illo\'nl l'ft"l'l' lIf on l'H rl~' fall of tit is ' o-('n llPd 
il11pn'pw bll' fortre:!:> IIpOIl both th C'i r 0"·11 pcople 
HlHi th ei r ('nernies was one imporlu llt poillt, as waS 
nlRo thl' desire of the Xn \ ,\' to SI' ·un' pns.' ion of 
the Iw\'nl bnse, thus ob ltli nill!! 1'1'('(' passage for 
tllt' ir ships thrOllgh the t n t its of Singl\,pore. 
TIl ':;(' ,: 1m its . bpsid being II l'1l \" ily milled, \\"f're 
1111<1l'l' th cou trol of the g-UllS of the British for
tl"t'.....t·. 011 Sillgllpore und it,; ll l'ip·ltblll"illg" is.lands. 
:\[01"1'0 "el" . the troop'" cIll.("uj:!;t'd ill tIll ' ~il'!-!"l' of Singa
pore were ll<ldly IH~l'l l ed for till' ('llIltpnigll ll'rninst 
the ~pthf>rlallds Ell t Il1d il~ wlt idl W\' no\\" \\"l,ll 
IInd!' r \\ II ~' , and for tht· l':lInp \Unl ill (lte Philippines 
",1i('h WIl- lIot progrl',"" lJlj.( !lc('onlillj.( to plnn. Tlw 
High COJllmand, therefore, hnd JdcrIuillcd to eap
tUl'(.' Singapore ns quickly as pos~ible , and for this 
purpose had sent down Lnto tht, • [ulu~' Peninsuln 
large q1l811tLties of he:n-~r siegl' tll'tillPrY, Thesl' 
g illS. which \\ ~ r(' ,",cut hy miL from Thailand, had 
b O"UlI to an'in' in the p 'JliIlslIlu S0011 after t,he 
br uk-through of th e ~IlInr Ri\,l'l" tif'fensE's. when 
it had bp('omc eviden t thilt tIl!' next rl'ul fight 
would be thp a-~[\ ult OIl Sillgll pore ibdf. 

From .bllU:ll"~- :31 until February;) there \\'/1;; 

\"ery littlr Hl'tiyit.y on the hOllt,. as tlw .Jnpalll'S(' 
spent till) t' Udays in insta lling he ir big glillS nlld 
disposillg their troops for tht> rulal attack. Two 
di.yisions which hnd Sl'en vcry IiI t le aeti\"it~r in t.ht' 
march down t.he pellinsula, but, which were ('om
posed of veternn soldiers of the Chulil cllmpn igll 
who hnd l"l'ceived special training in river crossings 
ill prppnrutioll for this very task of storming tIl(' 
Struits of .fohore \\'e1'e now brought up to reliev,' 
t ho;;e diyisiolls which had fought their way dOWJl 
the peninsuln. These troops were ass('mbled ill 
l'o\'erl'd nl' 'ns ;;ome 6 miles behind the .Jnp:1I1('8(· 

artillery p05iliolls so that they would lIot be sub
je('ted to bOlllbardl11ellt by tlte big" ~11ll;; ill thl' 
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British fort]'('!''' dming the nrtillery fight which 
ne('essaril~' \\"(mld precede the actual ussallit. 
Special parties of officers and 1I0ncommissiolled 
officers from all of the infantry and eng-inN'1" \Inits 
of thesl' diyisioJls made alm()~t dnil~' trips UI' to 
the very frollt lillI'S on the bllll k.' of thE' Stmit:, of 
.Johore, in ordpr to become thoroughly fUIlIilinr 
with the terrain OY('I' which th('~' \\'oulcllater h:lYe 
1.0 operatC' in tlJl' dark. 

The bombanlIlll'lI1. \\'hieh hr j!nll at. 1800 on 
February 5. is soid to hoye lWE'li the h('a\"icst COII

centration of fire C\"C'I" put on by thc .Japnnese nnn~T. 

The ~UJlS used \\'l'l"e of all calihns, but tIl{' lIlnin 
p\lIll'h camC' from l1Iodl'l"ll 240-mm IIO\\'itz '1'':' \\'hieh 
had Iwell speci nll:-' built for tllis \"('1':-' pmpose. 

'I'll(' backbone of the British dcfl'll '(' c.onsistpd 
of thl' g-rf'ut cOflst-ddl'lIs(' fortress l" :lt Pult1u Cbin, 
Cill 19 i, and tlw outlyiIlg islands. But, in addi
tion, tlH'n' were n numbN of rp('('ntl:-' constructed 
field fortifi('utions ,,'h[ch exl Il ri l'd :lJ"OlInd the 
northern and Nlstl'l"n shol"es of the island facing 
the Jnpli rlP:l' nc.ro. the Stm i ts of ,Joll1)1"I'. Thl'sc 
WNt' 1I0t jlerm,lIll"llt fortific lt ions tint! ('Oll:,ist€'d 
almost €'Htirei:v of tn'Hches nnd I':lrtllworks, but, 
they had b('t'n constnIctc,d to an a.Y (~·n g-1' depth of 
some 6 mi\('s and prp.sentl'd a forrniclabll' obsta
de \dH'I1 II1rtIllWcl hy 1'I'~\llllt(' troop. Thl' "hore 
of t.lw island Wll ~ a 1IH1 ~. of \\-ire (,I1 tu n~l f' nl t'n ts 
and otiwl' obstru('tions, and a numh('r of (,OI1crete 
pillboxl'$ had been construeted for shon' ddl:'nse, 
The J"n.ng-e to l'Y('ry point within the Japn.III'sll lines 
had of COIl1"se be'll w('l1 plotted, and rt II .TIl pll lll'Se 
accounts speak feelingl:-' of tht, aeclu'n .\- of the 
British artilkl',\' fil"e in tIl{' l'urJy stng ~ oJ til(' fight 
before the oYl'lwhelming weight of tht' .Japanl'se 
fire hnd l'liminll.ted it as a decisiye fadol' . For 
:~ clays thl' artillery duel went. on, and aU the 
\\-hile In.pnrll's(· hornbl'l's droned oYerheud in ~t1e

C'essive W:lyes, ullopposed by a.ny enem:-- :Iirpla 111' , 

and, after the first ell!. , with litllc if nny antiair
craft firl:' to bother th m , Day by day till' fire 
from the Bri tish lines grC'w weaker, as batkry 
after batkry was put out of ll.etion, and it soon 
b('came obviolls that the tinl(' for the infnntJy as
sault was at ha.nd. On the afternoon of the itll, 
tlip infuntr.\'-!'ngillPl'1' assnult tcams WNt' mOYed 
lip to their jump-off positions, a.nd the Jnl'nnl'se 
ligh t and medium a.rtillery began concentm t ing 
their fire on a 300- or 400-ynrd strip of ground 
rmming along the nOI"t.h shore of the island f1"om 
Kruuji to East Point. Observers who wlHelll'd 
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this final phase of till' preparator." bombnrdmellt 
say t.iw t the land :I e1"0. the stm its \\'n;; a solid 
rna;,:s of smoke lmd fire, and thn t it looked as 
though nothing could liyc under that min of shells. 

That Jlig-ht. hO\\"(,YI'I". whell thC' nssfwlt team:' 
s!Joyed off ill their rubber boats and assault 
barges to rnakt> tIll' tlnsll aerOss th(· kilometl' r
wide ;;t r teb of \\·atl'l". t h ~' \\'as ampl€' ('yidenc\-' 
that a good !HllJl:-' men htld li,' ecl throug'h that hnil 
of nre. As soon a' t ill' Rl'itisli l'eHlized tllHt the' 
nttllck \yHS lIt'tuall:-' nt hand. the:-' flooded tIll:' 
.Jobore Stl'll its \\' ith ell r!'hli;!ll t~ anel t1ll'JI('d loost' 
the fil"e oj a ll the maeli iJl(, g 'lIIIS ancllllor lu r,.; \dlieh 
were still ill ti d iOIl. TIH' i'l>\\" remaining artilll-'l",\
butteries which hnd 1I0t ~ll'l'n wiped out b.'T the 
.Tllpntle,.;r ban'l\1!1' also .i(lilll'd in and eOllCl'lItmtl ',J 
their fil"e 011 tht' \Y,11 (' I'':' of .Johore St I'tl it. Till' 
.TnpulleSI' hnd llot E'xPl\( 'll'd thnt so mnn:-' British 
i!lll IS would still bc Heti\"(' and their lossl'8 \\'C'rp 

un expeC' \E'dl:-' hetH':-'. III fu!'t, thc first \ynn' \nl~ 
l'epul'5cd. rUld \~Pl"~' few SlllTiyOl'S sllC'c('('<\('d in 
rl'illrni r to tlH'il' 0\\'1\ 511Ore. The' final Olll c'IlIIII'. 

hmn'Yer. \Y:I:, 11I'\' er in doubt, for thl' re s impl:-' 
\ \' pre not enoll~.dl Briti;;h gll.l l.' to po,\"" l' the t\\·o 

fronts Oil which thE' .Japntw;; " -,'1"l' il tlaek iJl~·. ~\t 

S(I]I1C time bC'l \ (' (' Il mi(hli~'ht alld 010n on Fehl'll
:ll':-' 9 , one of till' Japanese el)mhat teams gailll'd 
a foothold 011 the' islnnd. of Sillgapore, on tIl(' 
]Iorthw(l' t- shor(' ahollt ,5 mill'S from Tenguh air 
bUR(' . The Briti;;h at once ntl'lnptcd a COlllltl'l"
ntt ll ck to take' llii" b E'lldlh l'nd nWI1~- frolll tlil' 
i.ll vH(Jc.rs. But the nttHek ;;('eHis to hnye 0"0111' 
n.'l ra:-' ill tbe dnrk n ;;s and l'ollf\l~i()n of t.he fi l!"llt, 
in)!:: onl:- 011l' ('OlllpallY of .\lls t rnlinn troops Sl1('
(' '( deli ill rea('\ li lll! th .Tapnll('~e position. Hen· 
a sharp llllnd,to-ha li d fight took place. and fill' 
n while it looJ.i.('(1 as if thl:' .JnpnllC'sc might indel'd 
be driyen bl1("].;: to tlll'ir boats. But anotlll'r 
bat tn lion ('nme 0\'1'1" jllst in time, IInrl from tIlI'li 

011 the 11 ttackcrs \\' ('1'1' III'Yl:'r in any danger of losing' 
"liut the~' hao gailled. Before dawn, nnotlH'1' 
.Japtill fl e detaehnH'nt su('(,peded in I'ffecting a land
ill)! (';;; t of tIlt' call,.;('\\"a~', between \Voodland;; 
tllld the Seletar wl\·:d base, and during the day
lig-liI hours \\-hkh folloWNi a steudy stream of 
reinforcements was employed in cnlllrging" t1H'~P 
beachhl'nds sllffi('il'lItl~' to permit the orgnlliztltioll 
of a ncw offl:'llsiyc on the island of Singapore itself. 

A third l:llldilll! was I'ffccted thnt same nig-ht Oil 

the island of Pulal! {!bin, IC'ss thAn t!trl'I'-fourth s of 
a mile from the fortress of Changi. By the nfter
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noon of the 9tJl. th f' .. f' troops h!1d gained ('ompkte 
control of w !· lil th j"IIlHI lind of wl wt \\ fl Idt of 
tIll' B ri tio:h ba l t ri('- lo('nt('(l Ihcl'c. Bd'oJ'(' the 
SlIl'I '('IHI!'1' ('nm'~. the ,TnpnlH'sP tl'<IinNI llw one 
remnining sCITice:1bk I!UlI in the fortH' Ss of 
Plllal! uhin ngn in t Chnngi find had the satis
faction of bomhardi ng Ih(' British with H gun from 
onp of t hf'il' 0\\,11 hI! tll,/·i!';; . 

.\.s ;;0011 fl;;; thc' ,1np~If\Psf' had firmly (>s tnblisll('d 
tl]('msf'h'l's on bot h ;;iliPs of tIll' e3 USP\nl.\' and had 
b!' the fin' 1'1'0111 til(' " III IH' hlll'nds ('liminntccI that 
of thE' ddpll(l"l; of th(' eallSP\n1!", a part!' of 
"IIg:inl'!"rs srt about th(' task of l'cpall'IlIg 
the kilometer-long l ridge . which had lwen 
clpsu'o!'ed b:', the Bl'if J;;h nftpl' t ht' las t of th cir 
troops hnd crossl.'d frolll .Johnrl' Bharll. Ei ther 
thc .Japnlle"!' f'nsri m'('l';; Iwrfol'nH'r1 an iJwl'l'di hl" 
ft'nt (wh if'!. is d lFll Lh ry ('!:lim) or ('Is p th e B rit ish 

did n wr." pOOl' job of dl'lllolishing the C'HILl''''U.\ 

(which is what pllot ogl'nphs would ;;('PIn to ill(li
ea tf'). for hy 110011 on t hI' 8th the bl'i J g'I' h:l 1 h l't· 
rcpnin'd sllfli('il' lltly to f' ll nbl" foot tl'OO~ til l'I'O~S. 

and by (,Yl'lIin~ of till' snml' dn," \\'h C'l,l t ra ffic wa 
pOllrlllg aero, f' tile ('nuSC\\'a~' ill a conlilIllollS 
strP!I Il1. 

From this tillH' on. the battle wus m('rf'l~- n 
nwtt('r of tinH'. ~\ctunll!'. the cllsuinp: (i days 
saw tliI' fil'r('l',:;t kind of tigllting, but thc' ]'(' 'ult , as 
Ill'Y!'1' ill doubt. The .Japan('se llsf'd thl' 0"1')118n 

so-(,ulkd "pe:! rhpu d metllOci of a ttuC'k: ihn t i,:;. tIl(' 

figlot ill~ was donc hY' t\\' 0 columns \"hie-II pl'I II' Lru I'd 
tl)(' British line and thPll fanned out hc,llilld it to 
tl](, past :1n<1 w('st. The rt'sult W tl' thn hdol'(' thc' 
battl(, was over, they had brokcn thl' Brit ish nrm~' 
up in t I) fl, nUIll bpI' of islands of I'f'SiS lm ](' l' . the 
prill('ipal on('s of which w('re locnted nt the R~\F 
basp at Sl'letar, the fort.rrss of Changi, tl](' bigh 
grollnd nortb of the r('servoir, and till' high ground 
arollnd Bukit Timu.h. This last -nnllwd pInel' \\"as 
d!'fplld('d hy what was kH of thp AlIstmli:llI diyi
sioll, and the defense of the town WtlS l"ollsidembly 
nickel b~T fire from the guns in the bultC'ril's off 
the south coast, w'hich s l]('lIcd thc ,Japanc:w to 
good C'ffeet. during' thc :3 clays Iltat it took tIll'lIl to 
drive the Austmlialls out. 

CA:'IIPAIGX 37 

Thl.' last 4 days of th(' battle werr murked by 
great confll,;ioll, with isoiatPli group~ of British 
almost eOlIlph,tl'ly SllITollIllied but fighting dl'spcr
a tdy in tIll' hop(' t.ltat conditions lllight not 1)(' so 
bad in SOIll(' oth('r pn rt of the isla.ntl and that aid 
might Teach them hdol'(' they \\"ere for(,pd to g'ive 
in. En'll the ,Japan ~ tro'ops Wl're badly 'dis
organized, and thl' contml of the fighting seel11,; to 
III p h(' /:'n prl'lty well decc'lltralizcll, l'aclt r 'vi
nll'utal aud column ("olllman let chnn~:ri llg titc dil'ec
tion of hi u t b lck u cirCllIllst llllC('S J·Pljuin'd. One 
b!" (HlP the Brit i..;h (,pnt ' 1' of rpsl::; t ullc(' ('ollap,;ed, 
and. b~- th(, lIlorniIlll of til e 15th, ,J:I(HlIl(ISI ' iInd 
British troops wpre figbtin~ in tlI(, northm'st, 
sllbllI'bs of the city of :3ingfl pore itself. It was 
oh"iou;;: t hl'n thn t further r('sistancl' wu"; Ilseless. 
Gc'n('ral P,'\'ciYal, thf' Brit ish COlIllll:\.Ildl'l', sent 
word to G 'neml Yamashita tiia t Ill' \\':1"; prl'pa.red 
to Il l'~()ti(lt e for the SUI'l'{'Jl!lt'r of hi;;: troops and of 
tlIl i ~llllld fortre .. ·. Th" two offic('rs, togetIH'r with 
n h'\\' melllbel'S of tiIf'ir stuffs, mct at thp Ford 
~rotor Facto)':' at 19UO on til l' en'lling of 1<'ubl'U
my L:i. B.' 1950, (' nNu l P('J'('iyal hnd s iglle([ the 
document which wlcond it ioll lly sllITPnlkrcd to 
the .J:1p:U1('Se Army OIlC' 01 tbt> !!1'1.':Iihit nand bases 

:11111 f()rtr( ' .~ l'S in till world . 
III little morl' tb n.Jl '2 month" the ,Japanese 

hud trnyersed "illlpa , nhl .. country, had engaged 
I'l'PPtI t "clly in hen Yy f-ight ill~ ag ainst. well-trained 
troops, hnd mn.l'ciIl'ci mon' thou 600 (llill's, and 
hnd. in a 2-\\"l' l'k siq!"(' aIld :1iiS:lUIt, reduced nn 
"ilI1pregnable" fortress. Sing:l.porc, the ecnter of 
tIl(' defense of thl' Cnit ed Kntions in the Far 
E n t and tiI(' b UH' \\' hie-II was \"ita.1 for their 
"pullitiyp bloeka(Jc.'· of .bpan. had hI li en. \Vith 
it, tho;;:p pm\"l' l"S IIi1d lo,.;t 1110. t of tlleil' SOUlTl'S of 
rubb('!' ant! till to tl](, YCl'y nnt i')!l from \\"!tom they 
had hopc'd to \\'ithllllld those cummodities. And 
soon, hugely as a l'l'sllit of til<> fa'! I of Singapore, 
they W('I,(, to los(' Ihp 1Tdhcl'lands East Indies fiud 
SOl11C of the richest oil fidds in the world . .\.s the 
,Jupa.nese authoritil's did not fail t.o point 0111., 
.Japan had brol,('l1 tJIl'ough the "ABeD C'l1eirele
Il1PIlt ring' " and wus now in a. position to insti!'ute 
a l'UllIlt t' l'hlockadl' of its own. 



Section V THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC 


1. PREPARATIONS 

011 .Tl1l1nnt·~· 11. HI..J.2. llllperia l Rl'llllq uil l't!:'l'S in 
Tok~·o :llIIlOllllf·l·d thnt " ]1 ('( Ull:'" of tl ll' host ill' 
att i tude of the ~ t'th('r/nntls Go\'r l'lllll l'Jlt in nidill !! 
tltr Plll'mil's of .Jnpan . incl>. tIll' olltbl'l'nk of th~ 
" 'ar of Grell eJ' E ll t .'l.. in. the IllljJl'rinl GOYl'rtl
l1H'ut is compell d . ng;uul t its \\ i 11 (,,,, , to trent the 
~ct hl'rlflnds E:l_l 11ldie as Oil l'll my, find Illl

perial units urI' 1l0W l'llgnlled ill ul tld~ ing- ('crlllill 

bnsps in Dutl.'h Homeo nIld tIll' ('rll'b .,.. ... 
Th!:' irnplic:1i ioll ,nlS thllt Hutil arlcl' the Ollt

bl' Ill- of thc "01' .TaP:111 had buil 110 in t lI tioll of 
a ttll ' -ing tile ~etl[('rlunds E ll-I rnd ie ". ill spill' of 
thc i ncl· tltnt Hollan(1 uedul'l' 1 W.l l' fit the ,.;ll llH' 
timc us tht· Bl'itisll Empil" tll lll h {-Ilit d St t('~. 

The 1'011(11[('1 of llle (, ll mpoi~Jl it· If. 110\' ' l'l· . :\' 
\\"t,ll tI S a numher of ;;1)(" 'hes and fllll1l1UIll'I'IllCIl l." 
b~" milit nry nllu H:I\-n l spok'smcll, iudiC'flt ('. tha I 
!lot only lind .LlpOIl b e(,l1 pluJlIlil1!! the (' ()llq ll ('~t o f 

tha.I regioll for mallY ~" e ll I • but thtlt il" !l unt! 
('ollstruetioll p rol!=mm had l)l'tlln ll~- proyid (· 1 for a 
large nUmbt'1 of slIips of the t~-p(' ,,-bieb W Hid be 
lIc!:'tled to C'nrr~- out ;;uC'h n pltlll. 

Th!:' trc-llwll<iollS ext LI t of the nr!:'n of 111(' field 
of opern tiolls PI't'''f' lIt t'd Illony difficult il''' ; but u t 
the same timc-_ that \Try extl'LIsi\"encss facilitated 
the opemtiollS of an illYUtlillg pOWE'1'. TIll' .Jap
all!:'S!:' made full llse of all fadors ill tht'ir 0\\"11 

faYol', nud so orgallizpc] t.heir !:'xpeJitiollS ns to 
minimize those fllctol's ",hidl would bl'lIdi their 
!:'llcmies. Tb!:' long di~t:ll1ce:; im-oh'l'c! J11t'unt 
thnt the .JapalH'se hnd to Illilintnill exl ended lines 
of COmlllllJlien tion und org-ullize a 11 umber of 
exprditiow; to strikp simultaneously at wid!:'ly 
;;epartlted points. But thos!:' SUll'W di5ttll1C~S 
required the Dutch to dc-fend almost ('qll:l11~" 101l~ 
lines of eommullientiOlI :mel to main tai n £:Ilrri;;ons 
nt n numb!:'r of clilYl'reJlt points , non!' ~f whieh 
could bl' rapicll~· rcillfol'ccd once the (,lImpai~n got 
under wa~-. Thl' sllIall army, of SOJl1e 80.000 men , 
uYllilable for the ddt'nsE' of the ~ etherlunds East 
Indies lInd to be kept in .Ta \"[1. I'X('l'pt for tI fl'W 
troops wbiell were l1eecssnry for the protection 
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and oprrn t iOll of OU t Iyi I f! ;;11 b mll rille a Ild ui r b tl!'es. 
III ;;pi I' of its rt'lllrndoui' ;;izt'. comph·tr ("01ltrol 
of h i SOlItII P uc ific r '{!iull eould bl.' oblnilll'd by 
thl' 0 '(" Ipa l ioll of SOLllC 10 kl'~' pOiI ll' , 1I0ll!' ~f 
wh iell wn,. (k£nllll'd by n III r~l' !!IlITj..;.on. Beell u;;c 
the .Tnpallc'c we re on tlll' o [}\'Il ... j ' \" they had the 
initiatiy(, and ('ollle! .'elcc· tlie tillle nll:1 pla!'l' of 
nt l :wk. Cllll Ctc lit r tlt ill::!: nn o\'E'ndte!llIiIW forC'!' 
,,-hidl (·(I l1 ld reduce lIn~" one poillt 101lg bcr~rt' rClll
fot'C't'nll.'lIto' ('ollie! turin ' frolll .Jaya. They kll e,,' 
full \\'1'11 tha t the oilly lhilJg \dtich eould ~Jl' l'n'nt 
the sUCC·Po': 01 their CtllllP,ligll "'olrld \tayc' heell a 
larl!t' ail' force ,,-hic\t ('ould nthlck COIl\'llYS Oll tile 
\my to tl ll'ir "llldin ~,." . nnd eould bomb ' eaptured 
air b n,.;('" aftt'r their o('\'ll patioll and ;;0 j)(,CYl'llt tilt' 

.Jupa lll''';'C frnl11 u~ i ll!.r till III in prl'pa l'U iOll for a 
1110\' 1' Itl till' n ex t poi llt. 

Tit!.' LI iglt C'OTl IllI:llld hu.d diyitl .. d l h e conqucst 
of thi;; nrc:! into thn' l' phl1.'('s , t,,-o uf which \\"('1'(' 

YNY carefully coord inated \"ith thl' conCUITcnt 
cumpl i){n.: in tI.u' Philippines and ~lnl Vll. Thl' 
fu·:;t phU'L', \yhieh ineluded thl' cuptlll'e of-till' P. S . 
dUIl(j..;. of GUUlll aIld W "e aBd tlll' occupation of 
Bri tish .\'orth Borneo, had to be cOlllpietl'c.i in thl' 
em'lip t ·tages of tit!' war. The cn pt llrt' of Guam 
unci \rake \\ tI lt! dl'ectnally cut the U. S . lint' of 
con1l1nmicn bOlL hrt,,- 'en P en rl Ha !'bor und til(' 
Philippines and '0 pn'Yt'llt the troops in the Philip
pilH':" [rom Iwing reinforced; it \\"11;; also n e C'':;5HllT 

fOl' the protection of .Japun prop!'l' lind of' her eOll;
lllllnication lillI'S to the ~Ia.ntlut~ d Islands and t(l 
the eastern pnrt of the K ethcdn.mb East Indie:; 
Wh('l't' Iwr troops would soon 1)(' in action. Thn 
oct'upntion of British BOrIH'O would remove sub
marine anLl nil' bast·s which ("ould huye bl'ell us('(1 
to attack COI1\-OYS supplying: .Japalll's(' tl'OOpo' in 
the ~I:1I:1Y Pl'nillsulu . 

The st'cond phase was till' ot'cupatioll of out
lying bnses in the ~ethcrlo.nds Ellst Indies, of' New 
GUlnell , ond of the Bismnl't'k Archipelngo, whieh 
wouid put tl U' .fnpant'sE' ill p()s ition to uttuck the 
i;;la.nds of .Innt :md SUlIIatr,1 and to :l::;sau!t the 
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IlIninlnnd of AllstJ'oliu. Thcse oppratiolls had to 
bc' compl C' u·d by tI l(> time Singnpon' f'll , so thnt 
th e troop~ which had reduccd thc ~ln.I II.y Peninsula 
could procl'l'd to th!:'ir II!'Xt obj('cti\ (> , thp cupture 
of SUllln.trn 11nd .]ny u. without ImnC' t'. lll'y dcby. 
Th(· fir ." t h n l ph: f' ''' of this cnmpaign, then, were 
tIle I" ·spoIl~i bility of tI ll' i\nyy. The third phn.se, 
the taki ng of the Illuinl nnds of tIll' ~('therlnnds 
En:"t Indies und of Au!<t ndin , Wil to b t'urried 011 t 
by the Army with the cooperat ion of its ;;istl'r 
SC1"\"ICl' . 

Thl' ('x('('ution of til(' fiTst phnsl' reqllired n 
limitl'd I1l1mlwr of JlH'1l and ship , lind ('ould bl' 
accomplished a t t il ,.:1III(, tillW tlull t hl' ~a yy was 
bu, :,-' l' (·OI·tiJl!! (' p l''' ilioll u ry fon'l'" to thl' \1 a1a .'~ 
Pellin:uln nml a tltl('kiug Brit i"h nir bn -I' th!'I"C,to 
fuci litntp tIl(' lun tiing of Army tmops. The socond 
phn p , 110\\,('\'('1'. could not be I1nc\('I"( uken until th!' 
"\rlll.\" W :H: w(·11 ('" lll hli shet\ ill tbl' • Initl.' Peuillsuln 
nnd thl' pl :l1 l1 '~ nud II ! I" I'Ilf t- '11I"I' i('I'_ used in thnt 
t"l1mpnio-n could 1)(' 1"I·\t-:ls..d for otl ll'1' lu ti " . It is 
for this ['l ' n -Oll . h'I1 , thnt th .J:l plllle.' l' ig non,d 
the Dutch deeima tion of WHr on D( em ber 10, 
and chose to maintain the fi et ;011 thnt tht'.\" hnd 
no intention of innlding Iht' ); dl lt'riands E n -t 
Illdi l'- . .- ~ soon tl · their troops were well l' ulb
lislwd in ~Iulflyn nnd tlie fnll of Sing pore (,(,lI1ed 
a~sured , the \":I\"Y organizl·d ) Ilumber of p (·ciul 
att nck squadrons, and in n r W" short \\l'lks hu l 
Iwluced nil the outlying bll~W . and \\ 11 rNldy to 
nttack the combined Allied fl N·t :lIId to l:'scort the 
AI'III~" in till' fillnl phu_e of tIl e ('ampaign. 

2. THE FIRST PHASE 

Tlw ,Jnpalll'~e brought ovcrwhPlming fo}"('('s to 
Iwal" ni!":lin~t hoth Gllnm find \Yak!', Hnd th!'re is 
little of illt!'l"l'"t to record of their o('cupatioll of 
t hosl' un fort ilicd outposts . The gan'i,,;oll:;; of I)oth 
islnlld" rOllg-ht g-nllnntl.\" ill ;:.pit of l ll l' hopdl'&; 
odds , and the troops at Wake defendl'd till' plo('!' 
slJ( ' el'ssrull~" for 6 hOlll"s , s inking :1 ./np:lIlesl' 
emi';l'r nnd a destroyer, find callsing: thl' innl<icl's 
UIIl'XIWl"tl·dly heHYY C'H slI:llties .•Japnllt Sf' lH"("ount s 
nl'e IOlll1 ill their prnise' of til(' way in whieh the 
AmerieilIls hnndled th(' two 6-ineh gu n , monnted 
near thr hl'neh, \\'hosl' illstnllntion was fnl' from 
compldl' . Aeconling to thl' r('port of tht' l'Olll
mnndl'l" of tht' .Tnp:lIII' '"£, 1:llIdilll! P:1l't., . tbc' lire
cOlltrol :lppnnrtlls for thl' shore-ddl'lIse battery 
had 1I0t .Ft heen sl'l lip. nlld during t he nction 
thp g"IIIlS Wl'l'e trnil1l,d by openillg the breel'h allci 
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sighting clown thc' bore Thl? d tructioll of two 
t'I1em.'T war \"(. '>orls nnd the ciomaging of a t l"ll llS
port by two g1lllS firl'J in this slow and a\\"kwnrd 
manner exci tf'c\ the ndmi l'tt t;oTl of the ,JuPUIlf'Sf' 
oflic('l's, nllcl nIl of the personfl l~expl'ri('nce :>tOt'if':> 
1'('fC'rred to this (Ixt 1"l101'l1in:1 I'.' fcat in tl'rlllS of 
glowing prai . It i~ int )' ." Iill g" to lIote. howl ' \'!'I', 
that Inter o('('ounts publi,.,IH·d by till' .Tn p ~IIH'se 

Propaganda ~rini:3try belittll'd thl' l'fror t..; of the 
defenders, d WrU(' ll'rized thr d "fe' II ' l' of thl' i"itlIld 
ns neglip:ibk, and mndC' \ · I'r.\~ t' ffort to COil \' illc i:' 
tilt· Jnp:ll tp:;;(' p ublic tllnl : Ill' .\.nlt'l"il' lI ll" h:HI h(,
hayed in 11 ('ow8t'CIl," l1111IlIll'l". 

011 D I'(,t' IlIbcr 24, two i'mnll .Jupnlwse ('xpedi
tions InlHil' d at Ku('llill~ :llId Emll!"'i ill Britisll 
Borneo . alld ill n ClIJllPfl i!!1l wilieh lasted :1 littl!' 
more thnn n w('''k on' I'c'mlle the few Brit i 11 police 
forcl'l> nnd ob tained cOllt)'ol of the entii Pnn"illce 
of Sn r: " ak. B ;:ide::,- dl'llyillp: th(' Bri "b the IISC' 

of bll.' l' ill t his n'~·ioll. thl' .JapnJlese tllltS C':111lt' illto 
po "r.:" iolt of n fillc nirlidd which \\"ns to pl'Ove ill
\"aI1lnbll' to t!Jt'1Il some \H'cks Inte'l' wlll'll the.'" 
startl'd lll ~'i r drin' aga inst tb t' outlyillg: basl' - of 
the ); t,t h l'rinnds E n,.t llldies . 

3. THE SECOND PHASE 

Tlwt driY(' beg-nil 011 .Tnl\\IH~" II, the dnte of thl"' 
Imprri 'l1 Heut\cplnrlf'r.-- annOUIIl'I'IIH'IIt. The first 
att llck \\ 11 dirl'ctL·d alIu ill s t \Jeunllo :llld wn;: fol 
IOWN h~' U sucl'C'"..ioll of landing'S :It TInlikpapun . 
~ Ia I' II ur, .\.mhoiIHl. Kn\'il'lIg, nnd Hnhaul. Tit!' 
landings ""t'rr ":l l'l'il'd Ollt by ,gI'OIiPS \\"hieh WL'I"I' 

siJllil :l rl~' orgullizl'd and nlril,d onl.'· slightly in 
s t "t' Il!!! II. so tlw t H d l'''('l'ipt ion of llll' h eng"ngeIll I'll t 
would hI' 1'l·])(,litio ll' . Typic lI of l ll· actiolls, nnd 
thl' lIlost intl'l"C'!"l illg f1' III tl mil itnr.'· poillt of yiE·\\". 
\\"n~ tlte shol't CHlllpail!n in tlH' l'e\rbes which hq!:lll 
with the ntttll'k on ~rellado, 

The Dutch j!nrrisoll nl. \fl'1l1Hlo consisted or 
about 1.200 llI!'n allll comprised troops of nil arms 
nnd sl'n-ic s . AlJ but 150 were IInti\"e troops. ThL' 
:;;tl'ength of the forc ( whi('11 tlll' .Tnpnllese or~ll lli7.ed 

to ottark this poillt is OIH' mol'l' example of thL' 
pol icy \\"h ieli they IHl n' follo\\"('d throughou t thl' 
war, namely, to brillg an o \' (' l'whelming f()rel~ to 
bpnr Ilgninst (,Hry point of ntl H('k. The expedition 
cOllsisted of n nanlllanLiing" party of 8,000 l11ell ill 
3 smflil t nl l1. pons. sev ern l cruisers und Lk
stroyers. ;InrI an nircr:1ft-l"nrril'l". 111 Illlllitioll , H 
battalioll of nhout 400 lIavy pnl'llchute troops took 
off from the captul'eLl ainlJ'olllt' neal' BrulIPi and 
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were droppe-cI on the Dutch positions nil hour or 
two brforl' the landing' pnrt~- came nSllOrt' . The 
first illdicu l ion which thl' Dutch hud that nil at
tack WlIS coming wns II furious bOlllhanlnle-nt by 
30 din' bombers fronl the aircraft-(';lrriCl' ac· 
companying t.hr eOllYOY. This bomhing- nttuck, 
just aflt' r dawn, wus dilw'ted agaillst thL' barraC'ks 
of the Dutch garrison nuLl tllt' airfield lit Knkns, 
nnd W I!" fnllO\\'(~d in les,.; thun nn hour b.'- the nrriyul 
of mon' thull 20 tnlllsport plallc,; C3lT~-il1g till' 
pnrndllite batt,alion. 

That was the first tinll' that jHlI',wlllltl' troops 
had en'I' be-en nsed by tIlt' ,Tnpalll's!', and appal'l'ntl.,' 
th!' m:llllll'r in whidl the llUIi ll'll \ ('I' WIlS curried 
out h'ft n good deul to be desired. In t l'lld of com
illg ill (HS thl:' G<'l'mnns do) :300 or 4UO feet oY('r 
the objl'c:ti,-e on whil'h their troops are to land, 
so tllat thr men 0[' n, squad will ,111 hit the ground 
within 1I short distalH'e of thrir n 1'll1bly poiIlt, 
tlH'se planes ('amI' on'r at an nltitwk of morl' tkm 
1,500 fl>l't. .\8 U fairly strong wind wus blo\\-ill~, 
till' mcn bC(,Hnw hadly seattl'I'('d and alightl'd a.t 
IVidPly separated points, away 11'0l1l tlwil' Il'udl'rs 
and fnr from tlt(' equipment bugs whieh had b('en 
dropped at tltl' Stlllll' time. :3onH' of thc ll10n Wl"n' 
blown ont to Sl'l1 ; othl'rs lalldl'c\ in a thick jnllgho 
and W(,I'l' ulluhll' to joint thl'il' ullit in timl" to tuke 
pa.rt in the fight. The m il; ion of this parll l'illltl' 
unit was to atta.ck the llt'il.eh ddl'IlS i:! from tlH' 
I'l'ar illHI to S('(,UI'I' thl'ir pO~I'ssion prior to thl:'. 
lInin1! of thl' com-oy. Ellt IWl: ll us(' th r jwrsolllld 
\\-('re so badly S('ntt l'n'l!. they w(' l'e Il l'n'r able to 
organizl' illto ullits largl' l'!lough to ('Xl'('utl' Ull 

attack. Till' action did :'lll,(,l'ed, hom'n'l', in 
t.hrowing tIll' Dutch illto l'ollt'usion, and l:allsed 
them to din'rt to tit!' task of rounding up the 
pal'l1Chutl' troops a part oj' their forc\' whi('h should 
hayr hl'l'n I'mployt'C1 in j'('si;; t iIlg the attal'k on thc 
beach. 

Thc COIl\'O~- arri'-cd offshol'l' at 0800, and the 
by-now familiar assault teums inllnl'cliateh- left 
the fir,;t transport nnd mere! for th(' Iwaeh under 
till' Pl'otl,(,tiyl' firc of the <1.('('ompanying nan}.) 
\' c~sds, Thc Dutch troops fought hran,ly, but 
till' l"xtl'nt. of shol'dilll' which thl',\' had to defend 
was too grl'ut for the nUllllwr of troops aynilublp, 
and they had l'!'eckc! prartieull,\' no fortifil'u tion,; 
for the protection of tbl'i!' men. Tlwil' muehilll' 
gun,; and artillery kept up a brisk lin' until the 
leading wave of JnpUIll'se honts was about 875 
yards from shore, wltell a wdl-tintl'd attack by IJ 

second squadron of din:' homlw l : ('ompktely took 
thr heart out of thl' !latiw troops, and they bl'Oh 
anel fled into the jungle. 

The .Japnlll'~ l' klll'w that whlll they had most to 
ff'nl' in ,111 thl'."p lamlillg 0lWl'rl liOIl" WIl;; ,Ill ail' nl

tnek laullched from nthl"r ha I'S in the islands. 
ratlH'rthan tlll'!!round troojJ witit \\·hidl tlt<"YWI'!'l' 
immediately I'ng-agcd, alld thl',v reillizl'li tlwt il 
was yitnl to gl't lllen and III 11 1I-ril'l ashore IlS rapidly 
as pussibh' b [on' \\'onl of their aITival eOllld g'C'I 

to thl' Il ('!lr<'s t Dutch nil' bll. (' ,lt Bnlikpapnn. Thl' 
('olllnWIHll"r of tlll' eXjll'tiitilln tlwl'(,fon' dircctl'd 
tilt' initial landing party to m :l intnin cOlltad with 
the Dutch as they rl'trentl'd towilnls TOllduno and 
thl' nirfidd at Knkns, and l'lIlploYl'd the bulk of 
his 1'01'('(' in unloading the t l'llllspor(s and getting 
suppli t' and equipnll'nt snh.J, ,1sILOl'l'. Thl' men 
\\-Ol'kl'd ft'Yt'rishly in their l"Hn' against tinlf'. By 
the middll" of the afterIloon more tlllUi hnlf of tllf' 
impl'dinwnts had b"l'n landcd, and tite ,Japanese 
wen' ill h i~ll hOj)(ls that tlIl'ir IInloading operations 
migltt hl' completed Hnd (hf' ir ships gct I1way I)(~fore 
thf' Dlltf'l.1 bombl'rs ('allll' , :-;illC'!-' th pi!' I1ntinircraft. 
ba t tl' r ic'$ IH1d l)pcn ;'lC" lip on shol't' llno fightl'r 
patrols from the nil' 'nlf t-('Ill'l'iC'!' Wr'r . COllStl111th
ci!'clillg oyerllf'aLl, tIH'.'· fdt quite ,;ml' that they 
would not be surpI'ispd by a suddl'lI and llll
expp('tl'd a tt nck, 

.\bolll WOO in tit ' aftpflloOlI II big bombcrs 
calliI' ill OY<'1' till' hill. to t il l' ,,"ps t or til(' tOWIl. ,mil, 
flyillg wi t h t he sun d irC'eti," at t IlI'i I' IHH'ks , \\{'\'(' 
Oyl',· thl' hnl'bor ,tllll dl'Opping thl"ir hombs 011 thl' 
t.r:lll:> ports below bdoI'(' thl' ,Japnr1l'sl' kn('\\- w!rat 
lUll I ha ppelled. ~\s thl' {Tunnf'r<l lookl'd up at tIl(' 
pIUllC"- rOllrin rT on'r!t (' d, thl',\' saw painted 011 tltl' 
wings , Hot the Dut ,II ins i<TJlin, hut titl" circiP alld 
star of the .c\ml'riell.u nil' {orce; a" a young otlicc'r 
in OU I' of thC' nntiail'C'rnft bnt t riC's said, they tltl'l1 
rl'alized for tllP first time thnt Anwrican l'eini'ol'l:l'
l1Iel1l;; had arriv ..d in the Far F:ast. Thl' Japal1!'s!' 
ndmit the loss of two out of lhe thl'l:'e trnnsport", 
bllt mak<' their llSlWI assl'rtinll thnt all lw!'sonnpl 
wen' :lshon' and that tlll'l'e was no loss of life. 
In thi" ('nse tlwir ('Iaims :In' pl'Obnbl,\' just.ifi('d , 1'01' 
HIP ship s had fll'rind ill thc hnrbor in the l'arly 
morning and the attack did lIot come untillHte ill 
thl' aftcrnoon. HoweY(~r, pCl'sonal-expcril'lIl'(, 3C

('oulltS of junior officers present at the tinw l'dutt, 
official statements to the ('[f('d that the Amcrican 
planes \n'I'(' drive.n ofT at OllCC', and tell of how the." 
l'ireled ovC'[' the beadles whore. equipment was 
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pi It'd up and droppt'd bomb nfter bomb OIL the 
l'I"o\nled mu,.s of men [Inri mntel'il'i , Fin' of thc 
a ttacking planes were shot <1o\\-n, <llld tIl!' .Ja pnllcse 
clnim that the damage Ll j('~- iTlfiiett'd sotkmornlized 
the Amcrican squadron that the nttuck was ne\'el' 
renewed, 

The' ,Tapanese aeted pl'Omptl~" anL'r thi~ bomb
ing, alld dlll'ing the night sent the air('J'nft-canier 
down thp eoast with instructions to mid the airfield 
at Balikpapun in an L'l fo rt to d e!' tl'oy thc bombt'l' 
strength located there, ;h'C'ol'ding to their \'('1'

sion, tht' mid was a ~7Tea t sueees", Tht'." dcstro~'C'd 
foul' more American pl nnes on the ground, und left 
hallgars, shops, and OUII'I' faeiliti p 11 Inn of bln7.
lllg rum , "'hethC'1' or Hot the~" did in fact accom
plish as much durnage as tlH'Y us· 'r t, they \H're 
not molested again by nlly plulle~ OPPl'a ting from 
thnt base, 
Eud~" the next mornillg, t he l~th, the grolJnd 

tmops pushed eas twn I'd nC1'OS5 th(' 1l11ITOW part of 
th(' island and pursued the rN l'l';ltillg DlIl d l 
towards Tondnno, On the sunl(' d, .' [motbp], small 
t'XP d ition lanued at Krmn Oil tltp I\. t coast of the 
i"I:II I<I ahout. 9 miles north of TOllciano, alld the 
COlli bined operat iOlls of the ' t' two C'olumns suc
('l'l'c\rc! in eliminating nil Du teh l'P<;i nnce by the 
l'l1d of the clay il u ll g'11 YC the Jap;m "(> posSPS- iOll of 
the a irficld at Knku, TIll'ir pIa ns foJ' the oel'llpa . 
tioll of this nl'l'!1 amI for its USI' ill future op('1':1 t inm; 
lllld obyiously bpcn well worked ou t, and were eX<:'
('utee! with rt'nwrknble disp:uch, On the 14th , n 
- ttl l:1c1l'on of hp:1Y)' bombe! . Oe\\- oyer the Brllnei 
tlirf1pld and lnnued at Knk:l :> , \yhere ground ('I'('\\-S 

set to work nt ol1ce to put thp field in shapl' 1'01' 

11se against Dutch ail' bases to the south, The 
.Japnn('se no\\' felt more 5(,('11]'(', for they \\-eI'!' ahle 
to counter an~" Dutch ail' Hitneks \\-ith land-based 
planes, instead of hnyillg- to depelld 011 tilL' C'ont
pHratin~I~' f('w plHI\(-'s borlll' by th l' ir nircraft
carner, 

The OIll'l'lltiolls from tllllt time until the end of 
Fehruary consistl'd of a Sl)('('pssion of attueks by 
nRyal landiJlg parti('s a~u illst the key points in 
this region; tbese atta(''' ''' grndually extellded .Japa
nese control south towards ,JaYu and southeast 
to\\"tll'ds Australia, TIll' Japnnese r('('l'iy ed only 
one setback dnrillg this pC'riod , whl'lI the ~\'llied 

fleet, cooperating with .\m('rienn bombers, ell
cOllntrred a com"oy lll'adl'd south through the 
Straits or ?-.IneHssar alI(I ('al1.'p<l it so llluch dnmage 
tlt:lt it was forced to rl'tlll'll to its port of dL'p:1l'ture, 

In lhis aetiOiI the .Tapanese admit the loss of four 
full~' loaded trallsports, but l'L'fll . (' dnil1ls I1IndL' by 
"\llied headqu!lI't(' r5 of more ' ('I'i ollS d;1mn~L' and 
of tltl' loss of w:1l'iihips, Frolll tIJp aC'counts nnlil
nlll!' it is t'yid(,llt that the IosR('s :mfi'<c'rt,d \\'('1'e 
s('Yl're, bu t th e .,rtbuck pro\"cd to be only tempo
rary and failed to holt tlte stp;1(l," march sOllth
ward, B~T .JaJlllar~' 25 til(' .Jllpll llcse had takl'n 
Bnlikpnpnn. with its nirfidd, [lIId were making 
prepal'n tiolls to mon:' south towards :\IaC'nssnl' und 
B:mdjl'rlllll ;;ill, the last of tIll' outlyinf!' basI'S which 
Pl'Ot('1't d .}ny;1. In the extl'f'IHE' cast, landings nt 
Rnban l ill til(' Bisllhlrek .\rehipeitu!'O awl at 
Kn \' iellg' 011 X e\\- Irelalld pH I them in position to 
exteud tl H'ir 0pl'\'Htions to\nlI'ds X ew Guinea lllld 

thl' mainland of .i.ustrnlin, 
Shortly ;lft C!' the o(,C'lI patioll of Rabaul and 

K;n-iC'ng', the~' did land it ;; troll ~ foree 111 ::-;ulnmaua 
OIl the northl'l'Il shore of New GlIi[ ea, in the hope 
of mnrchillg' oH'rland and C'npturing til(' important 
city of Port :\Ioresby, This operntion is the only 
one in the t'arl~" (,;lmpni~ whieh hns failed, In 
June, tile troops were still 100 miles from their 
objc('tin, 

4. THE THIRD PHASE 

B~" F(-'hrllary 2, .:\Iac:ISS:1r hnd het'n tnken, a.nd 
a .Jllpull Pse column which hnd landed :1t Pnmnng
knt on diP \\"e,- t (,Ofl~t of Borneo 1t:1.! pllslwd O\"el'
land and occupied B:lIHljeI111:lsin, whieJl i,; ,,-ithill 
ens~' bOlllbing n 1ge of .Jay:l. \rJlPn, shortly 
nftprwal'ds , Amboill:l in the :\IolIIL'('a>l fell, the 
.TapalH ,,(' wen' nbk to concentmte tlwir entire 
nuv:tl ;lir ;;:trell~th ng'uinst tlw ail' hasl''; of .Java 
to I)I'clJare the wuy for the great nand :IIltl land 
bnttle" \\-bich were to eubninn te in tile reduction 
of that islnnd, Every day for 2 weeks, squlld
ron8 of 11:1\"y bOlllbers coming fronl the airfit'lds 
of ,;ollthel'll BOI'lleo, and escorted by fi~hter planes 
op('l'nting from cal'riC'rs in the .Juvn Sen, flew over 
the airfields at Surubnya, :\l:1I;lIlg , :\lndiun, :lnd 
)'1ng-et;m, foug'ht ofl' the, nUllcks of Dutch and 
American figlltl'l'S, and destroyed pl:lIlL's and e,.;tab
lislunents on the ground, The fil'st few attacks 
met the seY('l'est kind of opposition, and Jnpnll0se 
los';L's, particularly in bomber,.;, were extremely 
hellv~', But as the bombings went on und a 
limited .\llied nil' force had to go up cluy nfter day 
to fight fresh squndrons of Jnpanese planes, the 
rl'sistunce grcw grnduRlly weaker, until by the 
middle of Februnry the .Jnpnncse eould nnnounee 
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th:lt till' c\efpnders' nir !'tren~th hlld hC'£,lI crushed 
nnd that their OWlI :Lir fore(' W II: now free to attack 
harhor and militnry establishment" thmuglHlIlt 
tIle island. 

Ewn before the f[lll of Singnpore the Army hno 
joiliPc/ ill the ('nlJlpllign. On Fl,hnlli ry 14 n regi
nwnt of P!\fll chu t troops W t)" dI"OJlP<'C] on tiJ(' air
field at Pnlcm hUIIi! in S01lthe111 :-\ l lllllltn. This 
field hnd been pr('\-ioll . l ~- bombl'd t wice, nnd the 
Dlltch nir force hu."eel there hlld b en either de
:;;tro~-ed or driH'n Im ily. The mi 'ion of the para
dlllte re~iment w us to seize thC' airfield , nne! to 
ta k£' po se. sion of tIle oil \\ elL tlnd refineries in 
tile Yicinit)~ hefo!"£' the Dutch eOllld d estro~- tllf·Ill. 
Thl' first pn rt of its mi. ion \ \11" fl('complisli ('{1 
nfter n fight which lasted nil dlly . The n:lti ,,£' 
troop!' which l'omprisell th(' 10(':1 1 ~II ITisOTl '" r(' 
h t\d ly ronfll.' ·1i b~- the ne ' f'. ...it)- of fighting in 
.-mill grollps nn(l ng-a inst nn C'TH'llI~- \\-ho C.II1H' nt 
ti1I'In from nil dil"('(' ions. BlIt from n11 af' l'o llnts 
the .Jnpnnc>s> IIppenr to hn\" bpf·n C'q llnlly he
wildered, 1111(1 it " OS a long tiow h Inn' they ('ould 
orgnnize thc'il" sC':ttt('rec\ 1l11its s1 I fficil'ntl~- to dri'-e 
the defellders ; w ily frolll the' airfield. By thr 
time t]wy lind done this llnd I1loYf'd 011 towllrd 
tll(, city to t Hk (' p<>ss('. -ion of tllP oil wdls nnd 
refineri , tll' DutC'h h ad donC' their \\"In·].; lind 
fires I"nired 1.'1)' \\-he1"r thn)lI~llOut the 111":1 . The 
next dn~ n battalion or so of nir-homp troops W tl 

flown in frolll )'Inln~-n to I'l'inforce the pUnIl'illlte 
regiment, Imll for thr next 9 d t1 ~- :; till'S£' troops 
mailltniJl(·d thl'mselves ,,-ithollt any SlIpport ex
l'ept wlin t (':I llH' to t1WI1l b~- nir. 

As soon II Singnpon' fdl, on Fehrllnry In. the' 
.TllpaIlC'sl· ol"!!ll1 lized nn £'xpedition to 1))"0(,l'l'd to tbe 
relief of thC' nir-bome forces nne! to cOIllpkte tlH' 
ronqll('st of sonthem SUlllnlrn. So well were the~
org;lIliz(·d. nnd :;0 rnpidl~- did th l'~' work. tJ l!1 t 8 
dnys 11ft('\" tile fnll of Ow British fortress till' 
expeuition, compos d of troops whielt hOld tn k·) 
pnrt in tilP ?\rnln~-an C'Hmpnign, set sail, and on tllt' 
24th II purt of it Innded OIl Bnn~ku IIwl Rillitoll 
lslund. , lIud took possession of tht· rieh tin mine:" 
thf,rt,. The J"Pst proC'C'('ded to Sllmatl"l1. I1loyed lip 
the ?\lusi Rinr, nnd landed at the city of PnleIll
hnn/!. which was ocC'upieci witlHmt opposition. 
,ritll the nrri.\"nl of th!'sC' huge .Jnpan Sl' I'einforce
lIIpnt:; the DlI t('h nhandoneo nIl hope' of flll·ther 
rC'sistunel' , retreated to the :<outlit'TIl tip of Su
ll\atra. nnd fled lIeros the Su nda Straits to joiIl 
tllf'ir mnin arIllY ill .JIl nl. By the end of the mont h. 

the entire ~ollthern hnlf of the islnno of Sumatrn 
\n1S under tIll' f'ontroJ of till' .Jnpanese .\.rmy. 

In the llH'lultil1le, nnotIH'J' .Japanese expedition 
nppellred oft· Bl:Ili. and on Fehruary 19 Innded nt 
DenpB5ur on tll(, uthern lip of the island. The 
troops met ,,-ith \-irtun11y no resistHnce, hilt tllll t 
night. ",hill· tllC'Y w('re still dehnrk ing . tIH' few 
Allied bomh(·t : rell:nilling in ,Jnnl. togl't hl'r ",ith 
thre(' OJ' fOIll" su bmnrin('s, iIt.tneked the en{>my 
C'onYo~- as it by in the huy . The loss of ships, 
men. llnd 111 1 t eriel , I1.£: ' 0 .-f'riOllS that thp .Jnplll1ese 
were' not nhIe to pn)('(;' d "ith the u(,l'upn t ion of 
Bnli. hut were fore('d to ttl k up n def('nsi \"1' 

positjoll nrollnd tile bt':1rhllead in order to san' 
whnt "liS left of their troops. The forel' was not 
reli w,d until :omE' :3 w("'cks In tel', when tlI(' 
collapsE' of resj;;t nl1re of tIle mnin nnn~- in .Jayn 
cn ll~ ('d the Dutelt tronp;; in its fmnt to s\IITPndpL 
This nttnck on tlH'ir eUIlYoy by an :lir force which 
the .Jupnne<.;e contid II tly beliey('(l had be.:'11 de
s! ro~-('d nl:mned tllf'1l1 to slleh nn xtpnt that tlley 
r('IH· \\pd the hom bnrtim ent of the .fa vn nirfields, 
nnd for -:1: days III je t >d lli m to 11 serie;' of 
dentst llt in;2' llltn('[,,.: \\11 icl1 h'ft theIll such a 

sllll mble. that no ,\lIipd plane en'!" rose from 
tlll'l1l <lgain. 

1'h(' time hnd 1I0W rOlHe for the :\UYJ' to cl!'ll!' 
til(' Wll U I ' nl'ollll(l.Jnn) of thl' .c\.llil'd squadron und 
so pI'["Il1i t tllE' .\rm~- ('XlwC\itions poi I'd n t SingapoJ"(' 
to lUll I on tl\(' dH Iltl. Tn u ,,('rit';; of engugclHl·1I1. 
In l i llg from F(,],I"II III'y 27 to :'\[ url"h 1. which till' 
,Jnpnll('Se fl'f('\" to as tllr Bllul!· of the Jayn ;-;e;\. 
t11l' .\.Uied sqll:1droll was (,OIl1pkt('I~T llestl·o~-(,(1. 

A lurgl' hn til' /ll'l'I, supportrd hy swarms of 
bombers <llltl IlI rpl'do pllllli's. J";)llged tlu'ollgh thl' 
watN s of till' .IH\·<l ~k'a lIlId hunte'd down the 
.\.llit'd erllis('I'I" lind ciL'St ron'!'" , which had l)(,l'n 
split up into email grollps to prot.('et the nill1l'l':1hk 
points along thl' l'onst. The last fight, on till' 
lIight of Fpl.)J·llllr, ' :28. wns at BUIltnIll Bay, wheJ"f' 
tllt' AnH'ri('nn t'l"lIiseI" I-lO"li81oll nnd two destroYI'l"s 
were slIllk by thl' IH1YY ('seo l" which was protedill~' 
the' lal'g:1' .Jnpalll·s(' ('0I1YOY tllt'll steaming illto tilt, 
~ulldn S tmits. 

'Yith ('ompietl' l'olltrol of the' nir Hnt! of thl' SI'II. 
the .Jap:lI1 'Sf' hnd littlt· diffl(,lIlt~- in effecting t hrPI' 
lnnclillg:-, 011 thl' islnnll. nml ill the' pntil'l' opl'rntion 
lost only fOlll' trnnsports, olle of ,,-hi('h 1"1111 OlltO R 

n·d in the dl1l'kness. Tl\(' main fOl'ce Inlllied nt 
BnntnIll Bn}' 011 thl' night of Fl'lwunry 28/;"lnrch 1, 
and ill spitl' of the fnl'! thnt the' mnill stn'ngth of 
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! Itl' Dutch army had bp n ('ollcf'ntra tl' ci in that 
purl of the Hund. Ih l' .J llpUIll'-{, ud\, I1 I1('('d 6 
mil"s inlnnd on tlw \\ny to Batuyia and I'slnblished 
n ;;tnmg beachlwun hdol'l' dark. Otlll'!, expedi
,ions InIl(lPd nt :-'(,ll1nl':ITIi!. in till' 1'<:'lItl'r of the 
1l0rnl coast . ru ld at a point Oil rl lf' f'u - t l'rll tip of 
thp 110rth ('onst nbout 16 mill" !'a,.;t of SIlI'il~ 

hn~·a. Thi. last (lc- IUf'illl1r llt had a Wl'~- diffie-lilt 
tilll<' ~'l' t till !! : h or(' nnd Ill'q'r SII('{'('l'dl'<1 ill ad
nlll('ill!! inltlIltl nl all. It \\, 11'; bardy ahle to 
maintain it:- position (Ill tlw !lpn/·ll llntil the S\Il'

\'('Il(iL'r ('unl<' H w(' l'k Intl'l'. TIll' I:nits \\-hich 
lallded at ,' ('nuu'Hng' O , I'I'( 'IIIl W tIl l' H'r.,- slight, 
rrsistIlJ)(,(' whidl th Y Ill(" nft!'\' lunding, elll 
straight south until tll<'.\ ('UIll!:' to tl \(' tOWIl of 
\Indilill. when' Ll ll'~- too WI 1'1' heir! until 1111' final 
SlllT<'IHkr. The rnpid ndY:lIHT of th i ' fOl,(,l', 

hm\"('H'L to the point it did reft(' ll 5uI'n?eded ill 
spl itti llg t he Du tch urm~' :mel nil li ng' eommllnieil~ 

tions Iwl Wt' 11 tilt:' foree ill thl' W('s t around BIl
ta "in and those defl'lldiI1" . ' urn bn,Y ll . 

There WII S little lighting after the ini linllll nding 
011 tllf' 'H's t cotl.'t. OIl ~rIJl 'dl :2. Bnl' lyill ;:;\11'

fpII(kred \\-ithout n strugvl :llId ti l ' Con'mI1l<'nt 

1ll00-eJ to Bnndung in the l1lthlll tllins, while tht' 

Dutch :lI'llly fought df'ln)~il1g nctions agninst thf' 
adYlmcing .Jnpnnese who w .r PI' . ing lip the 
road toward this muuntain r sort. By ~Inreh7 
the Dutcil hnd been forced back into a pocket in 
the hills surrounding the tempornry cnpitu.l, nnd 
.Japanese artillery ,,-as slldlin!! the tOWII. On the 
eYenilll! of the 8th the .Japane: e Hnnollnced tJlat 

t1le~- wel'l' I'l'ad.,- to Inul\ch n l!eucrnl attnek ugainst 
the I'f'I1l11unt5 (If the Duteh aI1lI}" nnd demanded 
tllf' nlleonditional slIlTf'IHler of nll tilt' forces in 
the ~ etherlnnd5 East Indies. The dem:lIld was 
acct'p lNl, :UlL! the next ll10millg all the troops 
surroulldillg Bnn<iul1 laid dO\nl thpir arms, and 
tlle Du tch eOlllmalHier is....ucd instructions hy 
rndio to his fore aI'Olmd Sm'ubaya to capitulate 
also. 

In :ilmo5t exuctly 3 months from the beginning 
of tlit' war, the Fnr E n tern 1'0:58 ,siolls of the 
~CIliH>d Stu tes, of the British Elllpin', 'mn of the 
~ tllf'rl:lIlds, hnd falkn to the ,T:lpane5c. ~ow, 

\\-itll nbsolute eonfidclIl'e . the i. lund empire tlll'lled 
to the remaining tn k5 of ('onqll('ring Burma , the 
Chul1&!,J...-ing regime, :lIld ~-\\lstntlia , i1Il<I thlls of 
estll blishing itself \\-ititout ques tioll :I" tht' ,Hlpreme 
power in tile region of Gr IL er East .-\"ia. 



Section VI 
FACTORS IN THE JAPANESE SUCCESS 

Jupanese, both military and ciyilian, huy ' . in all 
!Lrtides and spe('c bes reb tillg to the war, stressed 
certllill factors which th('y hol{l responsible for 
Japan's success. They emph:l. ize sHch din'l'se 
fea tures itS the "n ug'ust yirtues of His Imperial 
:Majcsty," the careful plnnning of the stafl's, and 
the rigid trnining undergone by both s(,ITic('s in 
preparation for the campaign. ~lun~- of their 
bclids will serm im-ulid to Amel'ieans who are 
not familiur with .Jnpanese psy rholu<ry. but nil nrc 
important to tIle Japanese thems hoes , nnd a true 
understanding of wlla t USlilin. Jnpanese morale 
is impossihle unless due consideration is giyen to 
those intangible elements wllich \\ eigh so he:,,-ily 
with their people. 

:Much has been written about Japanese 8e i8hin, 
or spirit, and there has been tl tendency among 
'Westerners to discount its yalue, especially in 
recent years after ,Japan's military flll1ehine be
came bogged down in China. It would be a grnn 
mistake, of C011rse, to aecept the Japanese com-ic
tion that their particular hl'HIld of spiritual train
ing turns out men of sllperhumun courage and 
devotion to duty, hut it should be recogllized that 
it hns den-loped nn extraordinary l'onfidencc in 
the lHllled forces, both among s('ITiee personnel 
and aIllong the people at large. Constant repeti
tion of the simple tenets of this particular brand 
of propnganda , aided by the close integration of 
the Army \\ith Yillnge nnd ft1mil~" life, has built up 
a unity of ideas nncl ideills throughout the Empire 
that is pllY ing big diyidends in the present cri is. 
This deep-rooted confidencf' in the :lbilities of the 
indi\'idual .Japnnese soldier hus donc much to 
ofi'sct the inferiority complex prenilent nmong tile 
Japnnt:'se for Illtlny ~~(' n rs in regard to the teclll1icul 
SUIWI'iority of the \restein Powers. Offieinl 
Pl'OP:17unda and Will' news arc designed to foster 
thi spirit of trust, and great care is exereised to 
3('(' that no intimation of any military setback eyer 
l"eache~ the people :1t home. The initial swcf'ping 
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"uccesses of their annie" and fleets ha ' "C selTl'd to 
dispel nny doubt- \yhich might have lingered in 
the minds of the unregenerate few. The war 
spirit Hnd morale of the people were higher in the 
summer of 19"*2 than p\'el' before. Yamato 
Dama.~hi-tJ1(' Spirit of ,Japan- is no longel' silllply 
t1 slognll for pH trio tic spell-binders; it has ent{'red 
deeply into the lin" of large sections of the people. 

Tht' authorities'haye used the China Incident, 
udmittl'lliy unpojJulnr from the start., to prl'pare 
the (,ountry- -militaril.L economically, and spiritu
HlI~'--for war. R('strictiYe measures, which would 
han' eausl,d undue hardships and considerable U11

rest if applied suddenly before the gravity of the 
situation hud beC'oml' appnr >n t to the mun in the 
stn'et, wen' introdU(' Icl gradually oyer a long pe
riod as the necessity for each furt.h{'r limitation 
became eyident. The ,"ery failure of the war in 
Chilln ,,-as usctl to pn'parl' the nation mentally. 
and to indu('{' the populace to U('cppt the idea of 
total warfnre. ~rueh HS the people may haye 
deplored the outbreak of tb.t) Incident, theI'C \yas 
never a mOllu'nt's doubt ill their minds as to how 
it must end. As the n'alizntion canw hom!' to 
them of the ne·t·e! for greater and greater efforts. 
they necepted tIl(' ine\'itnble reorganization of the 
COlll1try's life with charaetcristie calmness alld 
quiet determination. Thn·e :veal'S of elcver ami 
illel'SSl111t propagalldll , coupled with the kno\\'ll'd~e 
of .\.nll'rican and British aid to the Chungkillg 
regime, haye cOIn-illl·('d the majority of the Jap
anese people tha t til(' t,,,"o demoeraeies were to 
blanw for the despcrnte sitlla tion in which tlwir 
country found itself. Gradually the realization 
waf' borne in upon them that war with the United 
Stot rs was a possihility, and that if it came, en'ry 
last OUllee of tlli' eOllntry's effort would be eull(·d 
forth. There nTe mnny .Japnnese who would han' 
gin'n a grent deal to nyoid sllch a wnl', but thp~
understood how impossiLl1' it was to infiuCIH'P tIl(' 
cOllrse of events, and thereforu fatalistically con
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fO l'l llt'd tIlt' puttl'fIl of t"pir ii\ l' to th(' llletlSlII'es 
1'f'( IUlr ,d In prvpur(' t hl.' l'ollntl'Y for its S l1pf(~me 

lC'sl. 

'fIli. r )~igll('ll li.('tl'plllllt:f of lll(' uif'tllll '. of t'ou

:->LitllLl'd IlIlUlOriLy IHtti IhC' i1l{'k of UULWlU·d I'IlUlIki

: III \\"(,J'l' mishll·n b~- , upc,rfit'iul f(lJ'l\i~'1J ob 1:'1'\ ['J'S 

us WIll' wl.'llriuc'- owl di"" , UI 'Il l. Whal Ilell ob
Sl'JTl' l l 'cdool" 'll is tlllll ('\'1'1 ill Ut I' mo '\ lihn'ul 
,JnpalWSl'l111' 'lllpllll:li:; i IIll 1h,' Jft j JUII ,' S" , III tlll~ 

finu l all a lysi~, h is IO,n.!l.' ~nl'S Illlq Ul',;ti< nbll!l ~' to 
his (,011lltl'." , und h e \\' II ,' t!'!' no tim/' 01' lhought in 
dl'pl( l'in~ JUiSlnk,'s IlIl1d!' ill LIlt, pI l. 1I" knows 
lhlll, wllll ll'\'('r 11111.'- liuY(' hl'l'lI t llf' ('au c~, his 
l'OIIllLry i ItOW lighlillg Ior i - ilk , unci IH' i:'l 1'\ 1111. 

in l'''I'I7- Wlt,'I" f f' L tnl Will' , ,\- .Tnpalle'l' l'Olll

m,'ulnllll'S III,y,' t' fIlii III 1'I ' il, 'rUIl', .ToplUl pil I,d 
1I11'Qll!!h \L, ' (ll'l'iod of Ilwlllu.lulld p ilY i('ul prt'PIU'U

li TI for WUI' dUl'ing' th .. 4 yt'l prior to 01'

('pmber 194! , 
Till' JU,P31H'SI' poill ! out thut Juring thl' 4 

ypurs of Ull lkdlll'l'd W;U' in Ch inu th ey l'l'orgll ll izl,d 
thl' ,'('onOIll), of tJ lI'ir ('()llH t r .\' pu t it 0 11 II WU J'-liTI\ I' 

bu. i"" IIltd ,Id !lalLy ill(,l'('ll cd ils iud us triul output 
Illtltl~ -J.,ld , Btld~('t. lilrllt,l'!'l l'f'if'1l I'l l in llw PI'(' 

i.nlii'llll' 111111 1)1\1), 40 pI'n'l'nl of lll' nppropria
tions yot I'd to I III' tlde'IISt' f 1,(,t' wus I'.X]lI'Ud l·d for 
tIll' l't Hllluf'\ nI till' 'hilill In'i.ti('nl, ' hilt· GO 1)('1'
tf'lIl wtlS U ",t! lu pn'pllft' th e I~ (" ullllllw intl u,
tri al plll llt fol' " g1'l'ul"l' t'Illt'l,/! '!l eil!' yt't t ('om!'," 

SilTularl...~, of ti ll' mur,'l'iu [" tmJ W(>.fiPOJ1S ClIl'llish{·d 
Ill(' SI'I'\ il'I'S, onI.' onl'-Jift b \YUS sent to Cll ian, tlw 
1'£'51 h I i ng IIS('d to ('xp unJ and m odl'rn izl' th l' nrm il's 
and III I' ls \\hil'l! WVI',' HI hl' calh'd upon \\ lwn Wflr 

I'l'ull.\- {"lIlli', Oq'rsuuplilil,d and \ I\gUI ' 9, t1(('~/, 

Jig-1U'I', 11l'1 ' , tltt:' ,l(lPIlIH' I' IWV'·l'tl.tC'ks. 1I (' tll('Jll ~ 

' IJppOl'l II,pil' pl'(·mi..;,,' dIRt th e wut' iu ('!lillll !til 
l('fl. ,JnpNll In flg!'l' rtltlH'I' ihruJ W'C'llkt'\', unci ill Ii 

heUl!!' posiLi 11 than I·'...·,. hdlu'l' to 'Ifikl' al her 
l'n('mil" , 

T Ilt· Army wwd UII' Chinu \Vur 11'; II t(',;1 r 1/' i 
Lac \ ielll dod rines, 11 pro,' in:r ~rountl Ior i l ' mul 
1'1l'[ , fUld a tf'llming sehool for its TH'f'S01l1l1'l. T llt' 
{' II, fuut rotation of oJlit'I'J's lUlI l mell IIlrough thO' 

J'lluk." of 8('tivl tli' isi l liS Oll ilil' Cluna [ront 1m 
huilt up t~ l1Ulgllific(·m rl';;"J' I' of ullin \~iLh t' wlbul 
1':\IH'l'i 'U", .\1uny of 1I1 '!'ol' \\ /'J'I' nsrd II ' Jl urh·i in 
till' [ormation f flt'\\ cti\ isi n, I thai Wl1l'11 lhl' 
W 1.1' gun, aU (If Jupa.n" eOlllhnf I'UOPS ">nluirll'u 
ut I 'fl ~ t 11 f'Ol'(' f '; l' lIS,lIl1't1 Y('\"11111", 

The llnit ' lind (' fl m Ullldl'1: U ig:11I1 l'U r t' lhe 
\'Il rious tusks in the war for which they were pre

paring Wt'l'C selected montk ill fl dyunce, a tHl werc 
cooccnt m(rd ill pt't'inl t l'llin in!! :ll'eaS w]wn' thl' 
t ernlin und dimlilit: t'olldiliollS nppro.iimlll· tito.-!' 
in lIJ' I'('gi n. \\ Ittl·, llll'." W(,I'(' to /igil l. T b t' 
. lttl")~llll Army LJ'llilll'U ill llllllHlII Il.llcl illl! - ' h inll , 
tbl' PlliJippiul' f(ll'('(' ill Form ' lI, und ho lh unit.: 
pnwl il't'J IUllding- o1'(' I'UIill 11.- d ltring lilt' Itl l l SlUlI

illJ' IIwl rtlli III 10-1.\ tunll!! 1111 ~ IltIl 1I Iinll (' t\st, 

1~\I'n tl ... divi in ll' I'" "'I'll II) Itlltll'l 11 Itg' r nt! 
\\'l'I'!' !!.'IWIl l'ij!IlI'UliS Ullilli ll{! ill nigltt l1.rltling fiUU 
ill :IOI'JUill~ pi lJl)I)"': ,'s ill thl' hill" IIPur UlIlolI, So 
1'(,:liisli(' W'J r!' t il l's(' 1II11 11 I'U \'(' I'" dllil til l' t l'OOpS an' 
reponed In h:l n' ~lIJl'l'l't'd "Il 1l 1l,"ht'1' or (,I1;o;lIuitic ," 
T hif; killl i of tmilling' , 1'111. t ill' JuptnH'. e Ill'tn it's i nLo 
t h" fi It! rllll,\~ l'uglliY-UIlI of, nnd I'x{'dIL'ILLi; pre
plU' cI for, Lill' colp "iii!' tll,,1-: I It('~' WNt' l p t'rforUl, 
tlllll IH'glllljZl,t1 lind t'q llippl'd \\ illl uPt'l'uiJlllldlln t 
"lrNIg'tll L 0 \ 1'1' '(Jlll«' llll' dl'gl'f" r I'e i LUllce 

duch they klll'W III·~ ('ould Xl d, 
.Ja pa ll!: (' eommcntillOl- milk, 110 >i1'(, J't'I of the 

fH C't Ibnl lhl ' High 0 11111111111.1 \\"tl' funy in fOl'm ('d 
[01' n ,Y('Hl' l)(IfOl (, lhe' wtlr a" tll lhe s iI'l'Ilp;th, dis

p osilion;;; , Il I\r1likel~ pll1l ls for uef('J)g(' of tIlPir thell 
POI 'ntinl l'TI{'mits, Tbt'y :OilY Ihut tl good d 'Il l of 
tJli8 ul fOrmtlli n '\H~ gllllu'l'('d ,,~' "O hsl'ITing" 
nIlIIlP UV' I'~ (probulJl)' t III'(JII!!h :"{'I'I'1 Ilgl'nls) in t 11(' 
Philipll im'" [lIHI if .:\1.1111."11, \\ ilh nil fiti, in
formtlliou in l li l'll' p ,'St'. ...iOll, LlJ' ,JUpulll"1' WI ' I'(' 

ublt' to rnn (' dt'ltliI,.d "lUll" for IlIIU<,h, untl In 

estinu\tl' 1l!'('Urutl~Y till' l111rnI.H't' uf trW!! IHld the 
t,vpe- on.! q Ull ntity of \n'U( ILl II ' , mill 'ripl, lind sup
pl ics tlwir t1l'mil'S \\'()) !ld lIeed ill l'lH'1t of tIl<' LiH'ltter ' 
of opC'rtlt iO IlS , 

T Ill:' ('xtpnl Ill' kJlo wll,dgl' of til l' el\('IllY situlltioll 
WIIS (rt'11.v publi" izl'tl ill ,lUll1ll1, '1flpI' the conclusion 

J t h£' illi~itll ('''JIlr)Jli~II' , willi 11 \-il'\\' [0 impressing 
UPOll t 11(' I'll IJlil' [hf' III"'" f( I' • Iric'! I',;l oilSC')'V'llD(,( 

uf th"il' (m-I I \1 i l it:lI'Y ,"; t'I'l'('I~ \,'1. T lli., lllW , 
,,-hidl is p .. ,1111111 ,\ III" 1l10st uil'l ig-Itl ('\'l'I' (-'lillI' t,d, 
is l'l'l"dil"tl willt hll\'ill~ IIPI'lI I'P"P III. iult, fur Lilt, 
h' It of 1I1']ll'i,," wilh ~hidl.J:IJlIII! f "I'I'\\'hdlOl'lI 

hcl' {'nl'llli{'~', TllI ' tlillhoritil" (Lf'\\' stl'iking t'()I1-' 

l.rnsls b 'l \\'C(, II I Ill' :-; l'lTt:'l',Y whidl -broudi'd ('\' ,'ry 
.Jnplllll's(' moVl' Iwd t.1H' "bol1st fu l and stupi d puh
licity indulged.ill by lhe .rBel POll er-," 

r 1 'l~l'Ilbl(' lise wu ' mndt' of proJ>agnnd n "Lidl 
til(' ,In[lIIil'$I' l'lIphem' tit'ally t('l'Cll " illfOl'mjuO' 
l ht, PPJ'{" C't/ inlHlbjUl1lt uf thl' Co-Pro ].)('r1l. 
, ph"I'" of .fIlP:lIl'S IWIII'I,fIlL illt(,lllil)ll~, " Or/'IIL 
t'lailll~ IU'I,' IllUlit fIl l' III IItel'''' o f llti~ 1'llDlpuign, 

Th· JU,pU.UC5l' pl' pk Were reglll'd on'!.' ilw l 0\ (' j ' 
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U~UUl willi dl' niptions of tJle tJu'ong' of happy 
nu tin's who turnl'd out to w(,lconw till' ~lppOnf'SI' 

lroops ",1I('r('\-('1' tit, y ud\' ollec·d, Pl'l'sonul-l'xpl~ri

eu ' , a ·CC lUll h 'n Oll ( tla'S(' dn ims to.' me ('xi PH t, 
l'$flI'dully in lllll'illIl lWei ill Lill' nonhern ~ [nluy 
StuLl" , WlleI." auti-British fl'Pling uppears to have 
b( ~n purticulurly iull'usc', 

lIn' .]t1p:Ulc'- ' uud,\' u gn'ul poinl of Uw fa ,t 
that tIll'ir A..rmy \'On 'iut'/',; IlO tr'I'ruiu ' impn ,;uble,lI 
T Ley It:; ('rt ilillt tllI'i!' IUI,tit,S W 1'1 ' fl'P<jII('lllly 

based on the prill 'iplt· of nttlU'kiJlg' till'CIIl/?h a 
plll'li('lUnl' fl nn , in lh l' ].;111)\\ lC'II~(' tlllll their 
l'lll'rui('- Luu bt't'll Illllt·d inlo u fulSt' gpll.Sp of Sl't' lI
J·it.v Ilnd t ' lllplu('t'llcy lJ) Iltl' \'('J~ fnd of its so
('ullrd imp!l!" nbility, Tlw.\ l'lUplll1siu' th e> di~

m;;l/'ol/" pl r 'C'l n Lht d!'/'pndf'r ' , rnol'ul,' 11(,(' liD 

'impl'l'gJIIlvk" ur"a hm- h"I'1\ piC'I'('(' ll. Ht·rt' th t·,Y 
(l'n,llkJ} admit, HIt: llllt,lug'f' [lIH' U"l'lI Hln who, 
freq ll f'uLly ,' UWc' th c' .pring tlf 1940, hu\"(' 110\\ n 
the ,\-orld L w oft '1\ till' .Alli ,0. c mmtllldl'C'S had 
mistn.kt'll il'lTllill which is lll'rely difficult for thn., 
which is impas,Yable , 

AllotJwl' importul\t, fuc tor, \\hich the ,Jnplllwse 
han' krpt ('ons tun tl.'- ill mmd, is th prim£' im
porlnuc'l' of uir supC'l'ioJ'ily , Admitting fran kly 
tl lf'ir l'l1l'mi(' ' gl' ' ut '1' pott'nt iul l~ir poW!'r, UIt'Y 
kul'W ,wYc'1'lLc·ll'· tJu\t UI Y l 'OUltl I'.iZI', TIll 
lllllill\niu Io!' u loug limp, ,'omrruulIl III t.J1I.' tlil' iu 

E~lllt :\ 'ill, tUld il'Olll Llll' \'c'l ,Y Iwginuillg UW,\ 
d irt'c'tt'tl 1111 t lll'ir (,1ll'I1!il':' to that l'n I. Ail' fOl,(,1' 
lin it. , both of th e ~\.rm.r llnd of till' _•U.\, r, t' l1('en
tmtNI th pir SU'l'IIg'tlt tl~alll t l'Hemy nil'fidd-, and 
lIot llutil ti ll' opposing Hi!' 05trengt.h Wll - thorough!, . 
('1'11 Itt' Wile; an~ l'ol1si(lrra bIe pa.l't, of the Japa.lle-e 
fon'l' diV'Pl'l'd 10 otlU'T ntis ion. , "ht'llI'\'C'l' tht' 
('u('m, lllOlll4!('d to n'infon~l' l' l' 'cun",Lit utt' h is 
bat tl ' !'I'd Ilil' lillil ill Ilny ptll,ti('IUIU' on'n, UIl' 
J apnm' t' au: fol'(,~' intUlI'dinkl' !'I'HU'IWU I il 

p rwuu',Y mi~ i()n ilndln:n· l with it 1l11Liillnqlll'''
tiOlwd S ll pJ'l'mU('~T \\ liS OIWt' mOl'" n eili f'Yl" 1. 

The lise of el i\'!:, IUld light homhl" ' us u kinu r 
Iong-ro ngc urtille ry WII ' dosd,Y pall '1'0 d OD Gl'j

man t uc: tics, as U1('.J 0 plllll':e themsel, \ ' adruil; Dud 

it \\ f) l''<I)('ciully rffpl'lin' in till C'flriy t ag!: ·' of lhl' 
~lnlll'yHn C tlrnpllil!ll, "/)('1'10' Ilw tpl'fn ill lllOJ l' ob
-('1" III ion dim"lIlt ullCl 1111' r'rnpl!ll'eUu!ul of IIll'got' 
Il urnllf'l.: of Ilf'l illl'IT 110 I I,'ri('s vil't Hully impo..;s ibl (' , 

T ltr'!'!' \\;1 ' , IIf'l'clr<iillg 10 nil Ht'" lllll'. l'xI 'l'lll'llt 

('0 pl'l'lItion lI 'lWt'l'1! till' 11111 11 and 'I't! r I'( ' t'~ n1l1 1 

tl l(' air arm or 1>otll i\t,I,\,il'C'·, ,'1hnl"\' 1r tl'ulli
t ionlti jf' fl loll~Y might hllH exist!:,ll b,twe'l'n Ih' 
Almy and the .Kfi"Y did not extentl to tbe t.trmir 

~D OPERA1'IO ~S 

tlnd fl(,t·t, tlt tb· front, 'fh t' tt-amwork Ii'll 
noth ing to be til' in'cl. " Til k forn" )' orgllnizrtl 
during the summer of 1941 tmi nrd u nci workPcI 

tog.. I II 'r ('ontill llousl.v lIntil tile outl.n'('llk of hoi'
tilil il''' , FOllr ,"C 'IlI.: of (n'<l11 'nt eolla ilol'lllioll 
ngniJl, l an llf' l i'I' "Will ,' 011 lh" t'OIl~t,. IInu rivf'I.' 
of CLintl hnd !!in·Jt bOI It ,.fll'\ it 'l" 1I11lt'!l nllunbh' 
t'xpC'l'ie IH"' , \\ hil 'l! wU" pul III ~u\.d II c' i' l pll1llni n;,! 
nnd 1'~o ni7.illg jtli llt ,xp,·dit iO/llll'y fol'(,c': , ])l'luil' 
of ('oIDllIttncl , "II fI I'll.\", IIncl 01 It" .. IlHIt It'r..:; \\-hir'l l 
mig-Ill hlln' !!1\'c'n I'i ' l C) ,'OlltroV"1 r \Cl't' c'H. l'l'

fli lly w orkl'cl Oll t i ll ndnul('t' !L1IL1 r'h'lldy ttndl'l'
,tood by all co lJ('('rlll'J, 

TlIl' IIlClo< t impot'tulll fRetol' \',0111 " ihul ing' to t hpj r 

vil' tnri l'S, n(,col'! l i ll~ to illI ,TIlJ) 'll l l'S(, , "ilitl1l~' ('om
nWlltlil o _. Iwd tlll' on l' ,\IIii'll c' fl JTi l's l1lost \\T(' i~ht 

,,-il ll t Ill (Iut:; id p 011. I nt'l'. i.... lLc' "; lI PII'b olJ('lIsin' 
pil'it ",hidl pC'I 'nll'llt'·,. tlll o f til lU'UWti forcl': of 

the' Elllpil'l', T his pi l'i t . rl'l'()~ll iZI'd hy l'OIl1I)1' t f'llt 

m ilitary men ns tilt' mos -itu l ill l:lugihic fat 'l n r 
in a 'bit'ving n et r ,Y, h ru; / 'en n uri lwei utld 
p rprl uutcd - inc' til(' {oundn I ion of Ib ' Wlldi'1'II 

Ja panI' e A.rm:v, until it lIn- be('om,' n \"l'!'itnhk 
f('t i 11 to nil I'ank, Th l • H i~1t COllll Iltllld hilS 

COli n tl·d hetly ii.'- on ti ll' nd vlIlllllgr'" this would 
gh'p ,Jupnn 0\ 'r ll£'f II' . alZgl'css in' (, IIl'mi l's, It 
wu: \\ f 11 11\\'11 1'(' of l hl' P 'yc'hol(JO'il'fl l efl'l'ct protlucpd 
on tIll' B rili Ii, D ill ,It, all< l Anwl'il'l.llls by relinllC'l' 
OIl ddl'n,,~" It pllt gr III t01'< in I lle tl ubbin('ss 
pro<itl(' t' l ill tltp "hitl' Il llill Ilftl'l' Ilend)' n (' lIl l U'.'

of t'll -Y Iwd luxurio lls l'ul., ill tit(' l"ul' Tl..n t. LI 
a 1Ludh'- gn·1lt imp()i'lIIlH'r' \(, l il l' Jj ulli ly in t Iw 
r nitl.'d Rhlt' · 0\'1'1' tlH' \\ HI' i::n ll', Ilnd ('ollnl s Oil 

an IlPPl'l'ciaole int eJ'\'ul hd /'e tlU lU'ousl·d n il I ion 
t'an find it st,If ami d t'wlop n fighting spiri t of ii ' 

WTI. By that tiDH' , j t fl'pls, ,lnpun will be ill 
compl 'It' ('ontrol of nil of E llS ! .\'sin , 

TIl(' Jnpan $(' Big-II COllllllU ll ti hnlnnl'l'd ull thosl' 
f:)c'tOl's a~:ljn8t .1npull 's h tlrdo. I\~n' ...' in' spil'il , und 
fo und tll p s(,1I1e' t ipPI·J tll'I'ply in JnplllI " fayor, 
Anri Wh l' ll tlll' .JU pnt ll', (' :L1'Uf'k, tIl High COIllmullu 
mud.' no PI' visi n fol' fnihU'l>. ulltlll'ft. no 1'0ad O]H.'11 
for I'dI' ilL T h J apa /lf ' (' 1'01'('(''> Lrucl\. with nIL 
th(, might. and po\\'(' l' ut tilf'ir commlllld , ri8kin)r 
all on one magn ific'I'Ill gttmblt·, 11 n Lhey " ill 
continue to fig /It in 111C' S~lOH' munnl'r. In tilt' 
words of tbl'il' ll' uci!'l'. I'I'l'mil'r- l'T1I'1'u l H id l'k:i 

Tojo. " .JIlPUtt 1l11 ~ llO font! hlOt'k, Sit" mll'l und 
will ('ontinw' to uttfJr'k \\ itb p\nry OUlll (' oC ~tr('nf! tll 
of JlI'r h Ullflrpd millioll lll'opl.. Il nli l Ihe Rriti,; b 
Empire and the Truteu 'lale:; UI'C crushed [01'
e\'cr. " 


