OFFICE OF AIR FORCE HISTORY

Ground Floor, Scherger Ave, FAIRBAIRN ACT 2600, AUSTRALIA
Postal address: Department of Defence, Air Force, PO Box 7932, CANBERRA ACT BC 2610

Dr Timothy L. Francis

Histories Branch Head

Histories and Archives Division
Naval History & Heritage Command
Washington, DC

202-433-9669

Dear Dr Francis,

[ was recently approached by Air Marshal David Evans (Ret) with an e-mail you had
passed to him via the USN’s Naval Attaché to Australia, Captain Holbrook. I believe the e-
mail was prompted by Air Marshal Evans’ request for assistance in correcting errors in Dr
Samuel Morrison’s History of the United States Naval Operations in World War II. In
particular, Air Marshal Evans was seeking to provide some measure of redress for Mr Eric
Geddes and his fellow crew members of the RAAF’s No 32 Squadron who feel slighted by

claims they did not provided adequate sighting reports of the J apanese fleet prior to the Battle
of Savo Island.

I believe you are seeking copies of the relevant documentation concerning the missions
flown by the Hudson crews who identified Admiral Mikawa’s fleet as it approached the chain
of islands north of Savo Island, as well as records confirming the dispatch and receipt of the
enemy sighting report to the Allied vessels at Savo Island.

Please find enclosed a copy of those records I have located to date regarding the
operations of the RAAF’s No 32 Squadron, the unit which made the two sighing reports, and
extracts from witness testimonies to the enquiry into the loss of HMAS Canberra during the
Battle of Savo Island. Unfortunately more detailed after-action reports from No 32 Squadron
have not been located and the records enclosed from the unit are of little real value. The
testimony of the officers from HMAS Canberra however are clear in indicating that the
enemy sighting report, as described by Mr Geddes as being sent at the moment of the
sighting, were received by ships at Savo Island.

[ am aware of claims that the signal dispatched from No 32 Squadron after the aircrew
had returned to base was changed to omit certain details regarding the force disposition of
Mikawa’s fleet. In particular, references to ‘gun boats’ was excluded. Further, it appears that
Dr Morrison claimed that the sighting report from No 32 Squadron was delayed due to
negligent performance by the aircrew after the flight was completed.

Accordingly 1 have endeavoured to locate records from the period to confirm or disprove
these claims, however to date have been unable to locate primary source documents that
address this matter. However, the testimony by the ship’s officers of HMAS Canberra would
indicate that they were in receipt of the original sighting report sent by No 32 Squadron while
still airborne, as this signal included reference to the gunboats, and that the report was
received in good time to respond accordingly. 1 believe that there are similar records from the
USS Chicago relating to this matter, but I have been unable to access these records directly.



Rather than delay my response to you any longer by conducting further searches for
additional records, I have decided to send to you what we have so far. However if you would
like further research done on this matter | would be only too happy to assist. So please feel
free to contact me directly if there is anything we can do.

Yours Sincerely,

rtin Jam
Historian
Office of Air Force History

Tel: (02) 6128 7032
Email: martin.james@defence.gov.au

20 March 2014

Ref: AB17613864
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CumnlDER (E) O. F. MCMAHON, R.A.N. AXD LIEUTERANT COMMANDER JOHH
b PLINEETT-COLE, R.A.N., EX-H,M.A.8,"CANBERRA" PRESENT.

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER JOHN PLURKETT-COLE, R.A.N., CALLED AND CAUTIONED.

1, Are you Lieutenant Commander John Plunkett-Cole, H.A.N.?
Yes 84ir.

2., Are you the senior surviving officer from H.M.A,.S. HCANBERRA"
preséent in Sydney?

Yes 8ir, the senior executive officer.

3. Look &t this report and tell the Board ir 1t is an accurate
report of the proceedings of HoM.A. 8, "CANBEREA" up to the time
you left her?

ASPENDIX Yes 8ir, that report was made almost entirely in the
“",‘,‘.. presence of Commander (E) MoMahon, Lieutenant Commandsr
_ Mesley, Lisutepnant Commander Wight, whom I had present at

8 discussion. As a result of that discusston, that report
was produced.

L. Will you describe briefly the proceedings of HeM.A. 8. "CANBERRA"
for, Bay, 24 hours before the cpmmencement of ygur report, so
that the Board may Judge under what oondit.toni p was in
the position reported by you?

At sunset the night before, 8ir, the ship took station in
compsny with U,.8,8. “CHICAGO" to carry out a patrol to the
south-castward of SA¥O Island, similar to the one which we
were carrying out on the night of 8th/9th August, 1942, -
that was the night of 7th/Bth Auguk.- puring daylight on
the 8th August, we were patrolling off Gavutu and Tulagl,
and at dusk we were ordered to patrol in an area southward of
S8apo Island, That day we had a torpedo bomber attack.

The aircrapt were mg:rtcd in the Bougalwille area. Ve Were
all on the alat., The landing operation as far as I was
able to tell had been suspended - all ships including
transports were under way, steaming about in the area
between Florida and Guadalcanal, and Savé Island, more or
less aimlessly, but without getting too far away from their
sphere of operations. There was & huge number of ships
moving about in the area. At about 1200, as far as I can
remember, 23 torpedo areas entered the area from a south-west
direction, came arcund Sawvo Island at an extremely low
altitude - about 20 feet — and proceeded to carry out an
attack on the ships in the area. Airoraft were very hotly
engaged - &s far as "CANBEERRA" was concerned, with 8", 4"
Oerlikon guns, Machine Guns and Lewis guns. 1, myself,
saw three aircrart crash. 1 believe that only 2 of the 235
aircraft retumed. I saw no torpsdoes drop. The only
damage I kmow of was & transport set on rire and burnt out
by & blazming aircraft erashing on it. Damage was also
caused to a destroyer by the same thingi Vhen that attack

and soreened by U.S., Destroyers "BAGLEY" and “PATTERSON"
we procseded to ths area south-eat of 8awo Island to carry
out a patrol similar to that ordered before. Paragraph 3

of my report covers that.

5. Were "Bagley" and “Paterson" A/8 vessels?
As far as I know, yea 8ir. That claas of veassol is fitted.

6. Were they fitted with Raedar?

Yes B8ir. s
$unadiost |
7. Did you personally see any simple or writien orders ordering
that patrol?
Yes 8ir, sicgn%l-g orders to the best of my bellef. They
ware from 62.6, who was Rear-Admiral Crutchley in
H.M.A.8. "AUSTRALIAY, 8ir.

http://naal 2.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp 10/04/2014
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Lieutfap.nt Commander J, Plunkett—-Cole.
-
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8. Can you remember roughly the terms of that order?
It was B long signel, S8ir. I think Lieutenant Commender
Megley would remember it,

9. In paragraph 3 of your report, you stated that "AUSTRALIAY
parted company at 2115. Do you know why she left the Sguadron?
I believe it was s0 that C.T.G.62.6 could confer with the
Admirel in Cherge on the Operation, in U.S,8."KcCawley'.

10. bid ths Aﬂmiml make any aignal when he left you?
Yes, B8ir. He signalled to the effect that that was what he
intended to do. Be said that he may rejoin later.

11l. Viere ;ny night instructions received when establishing the
patrol?
Not that I rocall. 8ir.

12, Were any signals madn affecting the state of readiness during
day or night at any time?
Not ‘mince 1000 on 6th Auguat, 1942, when ehips were ordered
to assume the ﬁrst daama u!.' readiness.

13. So the ship had been in thn ﬁmt degree of readingss ever
since Thursday, 6th August
By m, hll.t mt hF nim' 811'.

1. wimgt:au the remn :mr alter:lng ths dagm of readiness by
n .

I was present st a i!.‘lpmaipn on. th.iu matter with the
Captain, Commander, Gunnery O icer and ‘Navigating Officer
on the Compass platform, and it came out that we might
expect to be occupied ﬂ.’ﬂh this duty for some time - at
least until 11th Augusts ‘That was the earliest date the
duty was expected to be completed, and the fatigue of
personiel would not allow of continuous maintenance of the
first degree of reahineaa. ‘It wag declded that the ‘time to
relax was by night. In other words, the gz-aateat ﬂnnsar '

: appmma.e& ‘was from air attack,

15. During @ j";'-*"'_'_;t; on 8%h August, 1942, apart from the air atisck
~ which yun have already described, were any other reports ofenemy

r _,ma q:mtt ﬂoa&vod? :
1ed further 4 ng eir attech which am
alise ere wammed %0 expect it about 1600.
Other than thgt thpn were,z enemy reports, only one or
which I personslly saw. I hn*nmant&omd. that in my ropoet. :
There was & force of omiae‘u. aaat,ro#am, and either B
transports or seapland tendera i‘n m area about 1;00 miles
avay.

16, Was any sir reconnaisance carriud out hy ﬂnr airorart berore
dark on 8th August, 1942%
The recomnaisance was ormimd -*q@nn ouy aimrd‘t'a duty m ,
on anti-submaring patreél \vhiéh“wunld not include en area ‘one
might expect to be covered by momnisance. :

17. Did it carry out that patrol?
Yes Bir. :

18, What time did it retumrmn?
About 1730, 8ir. It had three ;patroln on one day and two nn
enother, :

http://naal2.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp 10/04/2014
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L3 .:mnnt Commender Plunkett-Cols.
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25,

| 264

29,

19, In paregraph 4 of your report, in referring to the enemy reports

'Ihanmyoulutmtah? G LR N AT 2

a m,
Commander Wight went - he was a turret officer. .
~'} - ol 2o
Were you there when the ; ,"'_""'i-nfn_'ql_mpapa?-- = L e SR E s T
. Yem Bir - in the Admiral's Ses Cabin. R

3.

received, it is stated that 1t was realissd that the enemy

could increase speed 80 as to aprive in the combat area bafore

dawn. Did that cause you to take any edditional precautions?
Ho 8ir - for the resson that the appreciation that this
force wans on its way to establish & hase from which aeriasl
torpedo attacks could frequently be carried out on the
transport area. - I am aware that the Captain's appreciation
wes that enemy surfrcs crafi were frequently seen in this
area, and that abnormel activity at this time indicated
preparations on the part of the enemy to prepare a base
cloger to Guadaleanal and Tulagl from which frequent air
nttaoka ooula. be carried out.

Havg you any idea of ths maml air recormmalsance carried out?
o 811'. .

You B'ay ‘the rirst asgree of maﬁi'noua was imposed by signal -
was it ever relaxed?
Fo Sir, not to my knnwludga-

In pmgraph 5 of mr Teport, you describe the situation on

board by day and by night. Can you tell the Board briefly

exactly what this meant as maarda the various parts of the

ship afier sunset on 8th August - that is to say, what turrets

were fully mannad. etc.? A
Two turrets were Mmlly manned, 8ir. Other turret Gmunication
rumbers were closed up. Half the 4" armament was manned -
half the short range amamént. -One torpedo tubes crew. was
awake - the Other was Ssleep An the torpsedo spaces . With
regard to the Damage Control personnel sand 'tween Deck
parties; I think the Commander (E) could tell you sbout them.
On, the Compass Platform was the Pr.‘-.nc ‘Control Officer,

_the Officer of the Watch, an Enemy Bonring Indicator opamtor,

the Yeoman of Bignals, the second hand of the maeah end thb :
Midshipman of the Watch, _

What length watches were they keeping? LR
About 3 hours, Sir. It was mutually nmngnd. hmm thuu =
what parts of the nmrt thﬁ!’m.kaep. : A

, ‘Also betwen ratin y o

T au not sure ss:n:ﬁ tnsr.,( T | b s igs
what was yonr dnty tha'k night? L5 |
P.B.O., Birl 1 M
m to 2250’ 811'0
What, wene. Ghe’onders fo ihe PoCib: BT o

The Gunnery Officer slept in the Aduiral's Sea Cabin; I 5
_slept 4in the 1's Sea Cabin; I am not sure where Liaut.

You have said that the P.C.0{s were in three \latchau. Was there
also amcomnana.ins arﬁcar of the l'lu'tc.h? : .
“Ho I ~%

http://naal2.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp 10/04/2014
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Liey@mnant Commander FPlunketi-Cole.

| —— 31. Would you please tell the Board what the Captain's normal

| routine was at night?

| - When he left the bridge 3ir, he made a particular point

| of never switching a 1ight on in his babin after darken ship
bacause of the effect it would have on his eyes. He slept -
if he slept at all - fully clothed in a chair at the end of

| a voice-pipe Trom the compass platiform.

32. Do you know what time he left the bridge om 8th August?
He was on the bridge for most of my watch until 2250, After
thet, I cannot say, Sir.

33. Who relieved you at 22507
Lieutenant Commander Wight, Sir.

e —

¥

During your watoh, had you any enemy reporis of any sort, or
- any indications of enemy activities?
! I saw one report, which im one of the three I mentioned in

i aragraph L of my report. Which one I cannot Bay. It
’ didn't siter the situation at all,

35. Do you remeniber what it was?

Three Gmiurs, thraa, I bellieve, destroyers, and two
" S8eaplane tenders or transportis. Courae south east about
120 dngreu, 8ir. Speed 12 knots - but I am not at all

36, pia you :I.nnk at that on the chart?
i Ho Sir - there was no . chart that included that area. If
~ there had been I wouldn't have looked because of the effect
- of 1ight on my eyes. The Cajptain m shown the report. It
: ‘didn't tell us anything thet we didn't know before, I heard
' no aircraft myself, \ie had been uamed thut auhmwinea were
opamt.ﬁng 1:1[ the‘ vioinmy. i

57. Dia you receive z-eypm of aipom a8 P.G.O.
ot ctnring my watch, Sir.

38. In paragraph 5 of your raport, you. aay no. guua 1ara 3.oaded,
can you .ain that?
‘No 8ir, particularly as it was the:ﬁ-rat night the ship had
‘been at. ua-uthnnt hav,ﬁ:g—tha &= guns Toaded u‘t a'anut. -

39. With lha‘h haa. they mw_i_,on'u;-.y baan Joaded?
thay.tro notloaded’ :r«duw.._; mmm romrt apo
°€hm1? w ﬁero loa&ed:with‘n.x. bnrmsa by aay. but :not .
otherwise. = 2

W
HRES

L0, Had they besn rix'eﬂ. Mtls‘ dﬂ’? Pt £% .8
Yes 8ir. H.B, Barrage ha ubeu;m fired n-l: mnrpadn bambera 5
with, I beliee, sm‘aucéqu D 1

L1, Were the guns loa&&d ﬂ. H, r
I think they » ;: aﬁg.ﬁq’é‘ﬂ s Tot

A

;
S B

42. Was it Tormal for you to b,a aﬁm.ght with your ﬂtar shell s Sl
unloaded? 35
" Yes 8ir. There was a*:t’uaq, n_utting ommd at dnsk, 1%
depending on the viaihi:mty.,a, This rma,uular mmt the
visibility was very Vn.!'i,plp {3

L3, You had only the single uﬂ i;una éithnr side?
Yes 8ir. oM AR

http://naal2.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp 10/04/2014

-




National Archives of Australia - Digital copy of item with barcode 399876 Page 2 of 3

4 s
L°W@senant Commander Plunkett-Cole.

45, What were your star shell guns by night?
The four LY guns, 8ir.

6, All of them?
Yes Bir.

47. Viere any of them loaded?
No 8ir, not at that tima.

LB, Were anti-aircraft guns - bih long and short range - permitted
to épen fire mdepsndcnﬂy, or by orders from the bridge?
By orders from the ‘or.ld.ge, 8ir, but there was nothing to
prevent them ogem.ns fire independently if they saw a
suitable targe which thay thOught they should engage.
i
49« In paragmph 6 nr mi- re:gurt, _you atated that airorart had
‘been heard oﬁmionn:u.y rm 2300 onmds?

Yes- Bir. ¥ 4 g, N LT
50. Was any;arﬁioular apprenenaiozi 'ron, and action taken, in ma
‘these aipcraft should have teen

Théy’iei-s"thougm; ‘tb ba manm 811'.

51a can ‘you give the ;&om an anfrlinq of R.D.)?. orders for the nigrt«?
: ‘airoraft warning set cluqnd dovn Bt aunna'l:; il
_!cm 273. ‘commenced operating; : :
It was my opinion, and I thimk that opinion was ehared, that
the 27 ooulﬂ be expected to be very little value in,
ht)s:gsgd 1g:dlq lomn tatorn. : m-om my provioua experience, I

52+ DO you. know nhath'el.‘”v h’a
mattcr? - >

] =2

. ‘._“

53, Had the set baen Qpemting aﬁt—iaraatomy mnn wu iam m

these land locked n‘tamf ;

~ Yes B:Lr. : ~RRE R e ST [ T

WITNESS REMAINED. I'nm - -,E ' :

" "'.'"" B s

commn (n) 0. Fa' ucmoh. ﬂ.A.n‘. 2

Yes Sir, i T L W _

55. Were you the 8‘ nion- -*' ;;I'.‘f o tﬂﬂ&‘i‘ cm bhﬂl‘d H‘&A.Bbﬁmmﬂ)
on the night of" ﬁth 'th August, 19429 |
Yo& Birst T e

it

' 56. Does this repom glvavn m:« andenncnm#s uononnt ol nll that .
ocourred, so far as yuu ‘wers able to an:r? T e
qume'B‘ YesB 319. % = = . o

| "‘.“.' I

""-‘-; 'l:::_i; ,.:

57. Pleass state brisfly how you setiabout unziling HA s T
After I had been taken on board the United States: Sh.ip. I
neer he was to colléct as many

inrormed the Senior Engineer h

‘reports from men in the " room depértment who ecnld

give any evidence which uonn‘a‘kﬁhmn any light on sny 1mportant
indidents which occurred in the ahip, ‘or any damage that Y
had been sustained by the ship, T did this with a view to
compiling my own report. _-,-=I . 'dmtam the same thing had
been doms in U.B.S.MFULLERM. We therefors have manv -

http://naal2.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp 10/04/2014




National Archives of Australia - Digital copy of item with barcode 399876 Page 2 of 3

- 184
© Comsgnder (E) McMahon. '

- 76. Were the ¥/T bulkhead doors on the main deck closed?
- They were in the following state, Sir. Each transverse
bulkhead door was marked alternately "0" and "Y". They
had been marked this way since Jrd September, 1939. This
was done by order of Captain Patterson in 1939; he had the
opinion that it was important to retain communication along
the main deck, To reduce the effect of blast or flash
which might oceur on the main deck, the doors were open
alternately port and starboard, 8ir.

77.,These doors being open - would they accentuate the fire through
ventilation?
lio 8ir,

78. It would not?
Ho. Bil‘.

WITRESS REMAINED, ) _
LIGUTERANT GOMMIDHR Jd. 8. Healoy, B\.A-Nu GALI;ED AND CAUTIONED,

79. Are you Lientannnt cmnndnr J. 8. Mesley, R.A.N.?
Yes 8ir,

80. Were youn the Mvigntinz Officer of H.M.A, S, "CANBERRA" on the
night of 8th August, 194,29

Yes Bir.
AFPENDIX 81, Please examine this reporf- mq otqta if it 1is f.he report yon &
LEL ; have written yonrdalr on ths.u qnntion?
P That is correct, Bir. 23

82, Have you anythin : rnr‘khur ﬂmtjnn ‘bhink might aaaiat the
_;noaratomn 12 e

The only thir mrmtha}anummrtuaumbym :

‘about an hour attar tha action '~ flying over with two
red lights showin rf '8 seaplane, and 100&%0 'very i
much like an. Ame. oan Gmiur"n seaplme._ ST e o
i ' 83, what is your duty dnringni:m oruising stations when' ox;m
£ ~ patrol such as the'one carcied out :?thn ulgnt of Bth/Sth
: gn!t _-.-_61‘-;;"; -
"I had o dsrinite. Mt' ther than thh_havi@ﬁoﬂ“hr the. nh.i;

'at 2200, ooao,

' 1 ‘_moryonnhouldbq‘* s

S oAt Jel s ke ee 35 ReLst

‘Ho 8ir. I was- ~an the bri ~When:the Cap B Sy

was there, a;oapt‘%ha.‘ his particular operation =

‘he had m;tmotedm %o get as much sleep at night .'fﬂ':?: _-T{_

‘possible, I was. g the ship all day, and wes .

© called at Iam mmtmﬁ__._w_ ISR g e ¥

; ' you get ¥ i » iur trol? W u
85.',Rm H!hn#xgia ou. jz,d @mmro % 1?‘ |

, - ‘.':-'mm«,mnc \ tomrynnon
3 Ay Wi e e
s - sosndoawppr: ‘and ﬁé‘:‘iﬁg rees. " I adjust ﬁgﬁ ‘course on | |
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Q‘eutanant Commander Mesley.

|
9.

.

http://naal2.naa.gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp

97. In other words, you thousw |
' . ,;' aqm realised: me:tr, mt:

88. Vhen YAUSTRALIAY left you that night, did she give any
indication that she would returnt

Ho Sir. The signal, as far as I can remehber, was addressed

to "CHICAGO". It was pasasd through us that she mlght
return,

£9. In other words, you wWere lot‘t in some doubt that if you met
a ship in the night it might be "AUSIRALIA"?
Yes 8ir. Actually, the night befors a destroyer had
appeared without any werning, and had gone past us.
We hadn't been told iha‘h she was doing, snd I don't know
yete _

90. Did you sse U. 8.8. "BLIIE” at any time during the night?
o 311‘. TR I

91. Vas tllmm any urittarn mm«biona in the ship about this
patral?
‘Only the ama in ihiuh we were to patrol, Sir.

92, Were thers any ud:hten hlatmot:l.ona in the ship asg to
put;ﬁllaga of otﬁ!r ahipu in. tha's area?
(IR <3

93. Do you oW, o:f nnz.dightﬂ:bnw n.smal?
“Theyre : dicy signal, except that we got a
'-_, 'nnﬁ. pntrol as for last niglrt.._

.....

9. Wes ‘thsre any M%x,ai
' ==ﬂ:*,:f “m;*ﬁ m:imm B £ o
efore rec ordering _"
VRACLEYY &nd ngmm %o Join "AUSTAALIA" and L patrol

V_r__f_*

. go oy signal on the pmvimm n:l.ght? :
“No' mr, »‘ﬁq, to my knowledge. ‘We had joined. am:.- dn.rk.
!eh&axo_' :;mtslﬁ':gﬂ.ei‘.lnn hhnnd.. ' :
96. 'wum you aiamd or thn _pmeema or any enemsr ahipa or nimmﬂ;
in the ‘ib&ﬂi‘tﬁ E, R
_There had been soms reports of eneny suriace oraft
received during s
I had plotted. They cams afte.
from aireraft a'nd 'tbo position glven was practically the

l

.

same @@ the other two reports, I asked the Captain if he i
wished to see it o:q;the ‘charts He said "No'. I actually

looked mt the .ﬁhﬂr‘tt{ﬂl‘

alf to check up the latitude and
longitude., I dam;.:,‘t» 3

¥y it,  'The Captain's opinion,
discusped with me 'ﬂqq all ‘these reports referred to
normal inte;‘-;l'__,_"'\';_‘f’{t,i:m, Hnsaotunlly mentioned that
at Navy Off'ice, “elbourne, there
sim:ilar trar.tl.c. o PRS-

\.

rta? - A

“¥o 8ir, I mroma&thn aptair
it would be possible Tor any of the ships mentioned in
these reports to arrive in the traneport aresa’ harom dawm
- if they increased speed @ q:lenm. The actual spesd
required was 235 motnwx‘:-'t ke repom:a had their
_speed as 12 to0' 15 mﬁtn __“ SAg :

98. To getvfrom the. mportda mﬂition to tha tranaport area thoy

should have wone 23 knota¥®

18 day. Two that cems from tlmamn:r:l.nall‘r
ranrk._'rhnthiz'dmm-

 Were nanatmt raparta or '

"ui R

10/04/2014




National Archives of Australia - Digital copy of item with barcode 399876 Page 2 of 3
- — E— ———“
10.

\ Lieutenant Commender Mesley.

99. Viould it have been possible for them to get from the reported
position to the action?
Yes Bir - I thipk their speed should have been 23,8, or
something like that.

100. Did you feel in your own mind that you were fully informed
of what recommaisance was being carried on?
Definitely not, Sir. Our knovwledge was adbsolutely
incomplete. Task force 61, consisting of three aircraft
carriers and numerous dnatroxnra was in the vieinity -
but we knew nothing. We dian't know what patrols they
were carrying out.

101. It has been ntated that various airoraft were heard from the
bridge daring the ni.ght before the action - have you any
knowledge of thia?

Ho 8ir.

102, Whau; yog.ialtemﬁ course a‘l'. 0000, wag the Captain on the bridge?
a8 I's

103. Vas everything thon normal?
Yes 8ir, I worked out the set, reported to the Captain,
and adjusted the course.

WITNESS REMAINED,

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER E. J. WIGHT, R.A.N., CALLED AND CAUTIONED.

10L4. Are you m Lieutenant Commander E, J. Wight, R.A.NH.%
Yes Bir.

105. ggﬁ?yon serving on board H.M.A.8."CANEERRA" on 8%h An.gus‘b, )
I m' éir.’ - |

106. What were. .vonr ﬂnthl :ln thn ship? e
I was Intmimpa officer, Officer of Quartei'a of the
after group of 8 guus, end Principal Control Officex, 8ire

ANPEWDIX  107. Is this a copy of ﬂm mom th.t you yourself made ou‘t‘l i
b 4] Yes Bil'. 25 & T ,1 . o T

L5 -

108, Have you anyth.tng mt“nisht quniat the Board that wn vish
to add to that report? '-«.f._‘. _ O e
Subsequently, When survivors from U.S.8.'FULLER" came
on board tr.a.s. A -_,SL eutenunt Commander Plunk:att
Cole, the senior surviving officer present, called myself, |
Lieutenant Commander Mesley and Commander (E) McMahen \
togethsr, end, in_ oo;l.lgb;ou }l_j_‘.' oompdled his peport. 4 amasl |
109. Would you kmow uhathar this 13 th.a report to which you mrar?
That is the report, Sir. 1 D
110. Have you anything to add ﬁb thi.a saport? aal e
Nothing to udﬁ to that Mpp Bir. uheukin ‘up on -
the times in my own remrrl‘, _ﬁm "-'ha final reggrt was mﬂdﬂ,.‘-
it was agreed that I, '___laak of information, Had .
estimated times to be appro nately 10 minutes out. In tha
final report, it was stated that the in ﬁmmdiataly
ordsred'port 35' and the ship ‘ham 4o _turn to port. T
gave the order "Port 35" to open 'A" arcs. BSubsequently,
I heard the Gunnery. Btﬁmr ﬂ.w the order "Starboard 35". =
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Lieutenant Commander Mesley.

99. VWould it have been possible for them to get from the x-aported
vosition to the action?
Yes 8ir - I think their speed should have been 23.8, or
something like that.

100. Did you feel in your own mind that you were fully inromed
of what recommalsance was being carried on?
Definitely not, Sir. Our knowledge was absolutely
incomplete., Task force 61, consisting of three aircraft
carriers and numerous destroyers was in the vicinity -
but we knew nothing. We didn't know what patrols they
were carrying out.

101. It has heen stated that varions airoraft were heard from the
bridge dnping the night bei’om the action - have you any
mowledge of this?

No 8Bipr.

102, When yogialteraa course a'l: 0000, was the Captain on the bridge?
Yen s

103, Was awryth.’u:g then narmal?
Yes 8ir, I worked out the set, report.ed to the Captain,
and adjusted the couprse.

WITNESS REMAINED.

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER B, J. WIGHT, R.A.N., CALLED AND GAUTIONED.

10L4. Are you lt:ﬂ_lm Lieutenant Commander E, J. Wight, R.A.R.?
Yaa Sir.

105. l{ghr;?m aerving on hom H.u.a.a."mmmmﬂ on 8th mgnst, '-'_:ff
I was, a{r %5, Al 2

106. What were yuur du‘l:!.aar in thc nhip? e
1 was ' mtellimna officer, Officer of Quarters of the .
‘after grol.p of a" »ms, -and Principal contm:'. Officer, as.r.» .
APPENDIX 107 Is this a copy of thm morﬁ tmt snon yourself made. ont'.l‘ . .5_-._,.,
WED Yés Bire. 2 < N i s, r..__._ !
108, Have you anythins mt*nigh'&*gnnst the Board that :.'Otl. uah
to add to that report? 3
Bubm@mﬂyb Mﬁg‘l VLV !‘B fm U-B. Be M" ! L
on board U,8.8,"BA y Lisutens er Flunkett =
Cole, the aenior Mmg_ rricer present, oauo&'gnelr.., 3
Lieutenant camnndoxr Megley & _gmmder zx) ‘McMahion |
tomthﬂr, m' \wl -. . 10!‘111 mﬂeﬂ. hia m“. ey H‘r
H . ]
109« Would you know thethnr thia hjthn mport. 1o vhioh you mmr‘? e
That is the report, B:Lr. 1¥ R R 3:‘
110. Have you anything to add iu thih*1_ T el e B s
Nothing to add to that report, Sir. In checking up on 3
the times in my own report, when the rinal rt uan inadn, 2
it was agreed that I, through imek of information, had
estimated times to be qpﬁmmqtoly 10 ninutaa qnt. In thu*
final report, it was {mua that 11:0 Captain innodiutaly
ordered’'port 35' and the 'p bus:,‘n to :tum to port, T -
gave the order "Port 35" to 0 ! arce. Bubsequently,
I heard the Gurmery Officer give 1:hn ‘order “Starboard 35Y.
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Lie?\onant Commander E. J. Wight, R,A.N.

—

112. What was going on in the ship at that time? What was turned
over to youf

The Course and speed - A.290 not manned - Type A.271
carrying out en all-round seurch - high frequenocy A/8 smet
'vinging' on Green 80 to Red 80 - Low frequency all-round
lisfening wateh -~ ship in a modified secdnd degree of
resdiness - no guns losded ~"AUSTRALIA" had left 8guadron
earlier in order that C.7.G.62.6 might have = conference
on board "McCAWLEY" with B.T.F.52 -~ VAUSTRALIAY might
rejoin us later. I was actually told the posifions the
destroyers were on ths screen, and that "CHICAGO" had
ordered us to capry on leading around on the patrol as
we had been doing the night before.

113. Was thers anything sbnomal in the situastion?
Nothing sbnormal at the time I took over.

114, Were you at all surprised when the guns were not loaded?
I wes, Bir - it was only the sscend occasion in some
cmtﬁer&hle time that tha gams had not been loaded at
night.

115. Do you know nny naaon ro;- this?
Ho' 31!'. . =

116, Had you been momd off any enemy activity in the vicinity?
" Yes Bir. A% sunset, when I left my turret, I went to the
Compass Platform to discuss with the Gunnery Officer -
splitting up the dark hours into three watches for P.C.0' s.
‘I was then present at a conference with the Captain on the
‘events of the day, and I remarked that we had had High Level,
Torpedo, &nd Dive bombing - the only thing left was surface
crarft, and, judging from this report (enemy report) we will
_probably get that tomorrow morn.tng. The Captain, ha.ving
praviously discussed this report, was of the opinion that
these ships were operating batueem Rabaul and somewhare
in the vicinity of Buko Passage. As I remember it, the
final report gave 3 cruisers, 3 destroyers, 2 aircraft
tendere or Gunboats - course 120" - speed 15 knotss =
Two earlier reports had given substantially the same mmhnr
of ah.i.ps, but varying courses, and up to Liftty mu a@m.

117. While you were on watch, uo. m observe any emw aotiviir

before the action ﬂarted?
I heard an aireraft . mrm at approxtui;tals 0100,

and reported ‘f‘t' {ipa to the Captain -
thou ? 11ity of it mng"xmu
I remarked to peI 6}:,;&33 swetch that it was pmhnb:la'

one of ‘our own recomnaisance aircraft lost its way. The
previous night, an sircraft, ;, ‘Whioh mbneqnen‘:l* proved to

be friendly, came i-q-, m mﬁ qppmohaa WCANBERRA®
and "CHICAGB" with Navigatiol _on and made the correct
recognition a:.snal. 'Subseqgt ﬂ.r, 1#‘ proceeded down to :
s, &nd I saw d cruiser operating &

3 airorart t_g--lgnd. I aatmtaa

1185 ’!‘au atated in Sour mug&f .‘mu obsowed an oxploaion
which appemd. to be & to1 yards,

| cdo” i.nf'abcm 6,000 e
‘Presumably, 88 yon 'Ium, 5 mtnn‘bén out, thinushnud. SR ot
| " 'have been 0140% , 0
I : Y&B 8ir - It ﬂhﬁ'ﬂld AiZ. .g,- gal. e

ey e e .,

dedBh o=N T K _ eSS i . “rm g S x 4N

e
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m‘ut enant Commander Wight.

120.

121,

122,

123.

124,

125,

126,

i27.

128,

129,

1351.

132

I

Did you have an officer in charge of the lookoutat

, Roughly speaking, what 'lem wl.u' i:ntentions had you sighted
enemy crart?
Immediately call the Capt - ‘the officer of the watch to
call tle Navigator - Get. Ammnt loaded and on the

12,

You got an average of sbout 4 hours a night?
Yas Sir.

Did you have any sleep in the dgy time?

¥o Bir, Just a rest on top of the turret - there was far
too much activity to attempt to slecp.

Howstil..nong l{ggoyuu -gaen in that state?

ce on 6th August, 8ir. I subsequently #ound out
after 1 hade the original report, from reports from the
turrets, that although the main armament was in a modified
second degree of readiness, "A" "X' and "Y' turrets were
closed up at the time of the action, and before the aRarm
was sounded. "B" turret's orew was in the vicinity of
their turmt, on "B" ‘gun decks

Wer;.; t:g: any writtan Baptain'a Orders for the night?
< TPa

Hadnyogihm mfomed of any polioy in the ship for the night?
O, 5 o

Can you say what lookouts were on?

Yes Sir - 6 Anti-aircraft lookonts, and four lower by
boxma. 3 1dse

No Officer was detailed, but the P.C.0. generally sends +the
Midshipman of the watch around at frequent intervals to

see they are keeping a proper lookout and too they are
relieving on the halr-hour. ,

Can you give detaun of" :Loakmrta - more particularly the
surface lookouts? )t
The nomal procedure as I remember it was - Starboard
foremost lookout - Red 5 to Green 90; Starboard after
lookout Green 80 to Red 180. The port side the same.

That would be four lookoutas? :
Four surface lookouts that I remember, Sir. I am not sure -
ir any of the A/A lookoyts were used on that occasion.

Did the Captain's Standing Orders cover any action you might
have to take on sighting enemy craft?
I knew what to do, but I d.on't remember seeing it aotua:l.:ly
written down,

target - S8tand by to channnma. BT expocted by then ths
Captain would have nrrivad cn ;ﬁa compass platform.

Had you sny orders to open ﬁrs un amuw ships?
I have Bsen no ord.ars 1o that effact, rﬂir.

Do you conaider you had the mnmﬁion to open Tire?
I would have assumed the responsibility, 8ir, if the
Gaptain hed not been tharo.

Wan 4+ha ladem Asmmamard 4 aatdan ‘An +ha A4l Avmaod Talkoo
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13.
Q.‘ g

Llﬁjunant Commander Wight.

134, What shedls were fired?

6 H.E., one each from "A" and "BY turrets, 2 each from
"X" and "¥" turreta. All guns were loaded with H.E. set
to short barrage. At sunset, H.E. vwere unloaded from all
guns, snd stowed in the ready-use racks in the gun houses.
That left Tilting trays empty, Pusher hoists loaded with
H.E. fused D,A.,, half shell ring loaded with 8.A.FP. set
to non-delay, half loaded with H,K., set to D.A.

135. Viere the guns then raloaﬂ.ad?
The guns were empty - they were not relesdsd.

136. On previous night, were they normally loaded at sunset?
They had been up to thc nj.ght of Wedneaday, 5th August.

137. Do yon Inow why the guns were not reloaded?

I imagine the resson ‘the guns were not reloaded was
that wa could not be ,pmpmd for barrage Tire againat
aircrafrt, hmnbardmanﬁ} anti anﬂ.on against surface eraft
s:lmultamously.

138. Would you have expected your Borlikon guna to have Tired
without orders et night? Had they pemmission? .
They were permitted to enguge when they opened fire with
star shnll and Hein srmament.

139, Do yon ccmaidsr that any of your armament had permisson to
open fifa withont ordm-s from you?
Ho B r.

WITKRESS RE!MINED

SUB-LIEUTENART D. J'. m.sx, .JLJI.V R., GALL- AND GAUTIOHED

0. Are you Buh-Lieutamnt D. J. ledley, R.A.N.V.R?
Yes 8ir,

' - 13, Is that a statement made out by ynu ‘of the events in'H.H.A.a.
AFFPERDIX YCANBEREA on the night of Bth/9th August, 191;2? :
r e ~ Yes 811% ;

142, With what R.A.I'F. neta 'glas Helle AdB. "CANBERRAY ﬁ.‘l‘.tud?
Type 290, aname 27;1, B:Ln. d

143. What were the general purposss of eachy ‘
Type 290:(1'01' aircraft warning, and for surface gumery
range.  Type 271 tor sxi‘fra& Warning.

i), Had you sny experience 10 apmﬂnq these sets mm&diately
previous to this aotinn? {4, =
Yes Sir. R g DS j:.

145, Were the sets antiai’no‘tom., - ' S i A
Type 271 W te sa ﬁag&t?rr Bi:'. _ Type 290 had
givena‘zaona::,eqrgla tmnbi 1whod.hte:ty prior to autaon. g

146. What was the state prﬁ opamﬂdnﬁoﬂ tho aetn«f.artar su:naet on *
8th August, 194,27 £ thed :
Type 271 was opamtmg‘*'*' "290‘?010_551 down, Sir.
| 147 What was the general policy. Iﬁi.oh directed that?
The policy we pursued ever since the fitting of the u‘h
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