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OPERATIONS IN CENTRAL NORWAY, 1g940.

PREFACE BY THE WAR OFFICE.

Of the two expeditions which the United
Kingdom and France sent to Norway in April,
1940, one to Northern Norway and one to
Central Norway, the following despatch covers
the latter from the beginning of operations.

In Central Norway iwo main landings were
made, one in the Namsos area by a force under
the command of Major-General A. Carton de
Wiart, V.C., C.B.,, CM.G., D.S.0., and one
in the Andalsnes area by a force under the
command, first of Brigadier H. de R. Morgan,
D.S.0., and later of Major-General B. C. T.
Paget, D.S.0., M.C. On 19th April, 1940,
Lieutenant-General H. R. S. Massy, D.S.0,,
M.C., was instructed to assume the appoint-
ment of Commander-in-Chief of the forces
operating in Central Norway. He exercised this
command from his Headquarters in the United
Kingdom as the course of events did not per-
mit the opening of a Headquarters in Norway.

When the decision to withdraw from Central
Norway was taken on 27th April, 1940, it was
agreed to press on with operations against
Narvik, and the force in Northern Norway com-
prising British, French and Polish troops suc-
ceeded in capturing the town of Narvik before
it, in turn, had to be withdrawn at the begin-
ning of June, 1940.

The following despatch was subwmitted to the
Secretary of State for War on 13th May,
1940 by Lieutenant-General H. R. S.
MASSY, D.S.O., M.C., Commander-in-
Chief, North Western Expeditionary Force.

I have the honour to submit my report on
the operations in Central Norway, up to and

including 3rd May. This report is divided into
four Parts as under:—
Part 1.—General Summary of Events.
Part II.—Operations in the Namsos area.
Part III.—Operations in the Andalsnes
area.
Part IV.—Conclusions and lessons.

I am indebted for Part 1I of this report to
Major-General Carton de Wiart and for Part III
to Major-General B. C. T. Paget and Brigadier
H. de R. Morgan, who have provided me with
the necessary material for them.

PART 1.
GENERAL SUMMARY OF EVENTS.

1. When the original plan for operations in
Southern Norway was made, the landings at
Andalsnes and Namsos were intended as diver-
sions to a main attack to be made on Trond-
heim. When the landings at Andalsnes and
Namsos were effected without loss, and our
troops advanced inland from these bases, it was
decided that Trondheim might be captured by
a converging movement instead of by a
hazardous direct attack from seaward.

It was-hoped too that sufficient troops could
be put into Andalsnes to stiffen Norwegian
resistance in the South, and thus put a limit to
the German advance from Oslo.

It was against this background that I was
instructed on 1gth April to assume the appoint-
ment of Commander of the North-Western Ex-
peditionary Force and to form my Headquarters
with a view to taking command as soon as
possible of the operations in progress North
and South of Trondheim,
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My instructions, as I understood them, were
to capture Trondheim, and I decided that the
first step towards this end must be to stop the
German advance from Oslo, and then to plan a
deliberate combined operation for the capture
of Trondheim itself.

I record below a narrative of the operations
which took place and the various decisions
arrived at as the turn of events required. I
have purposely kept this report as short as pos-
sible, fuller details on subjects which may
require consideration will be forwarded sepa-
rately to the War Office.

2. In accordance with my instructions I
assumed direct control of operations on 22nd
April. In view of the fact that my Head-
quarters were still in the process of forming and
were not in a position to operate as such,
orders were issued by my Staff in collaboration
with the Staff of the War Office. This unusual
and difficult position was made workable by the
co-operation and assistance not only of the
Military Operations Directorate but also of the
numerous War Office branches which were
necessarily consulted and whose aid was
invoked during the period of operations.

Briefly, the situation in Southern Norway
when I assumed command was as follows:—

In the area South of Trondheim Brigadier

H. de R. Morgan with the 148th Infantry

Brigade (x/5 Leicesters and 8 Foresters) was

in the Lillehammer area South of Dombés

in touch with Norwegian troops. The ship
carrying Brigadier Morgan’s first-line trans-
port had been sunk. He was therefore bereft
of essential fighting equipment, including anti-
tank guns. In the Namsos area, North of

Trondheim Major-General Carton de Wiart

had under his command Brigadier C. G.

Phillips’ 146th Infantry Brigade (4 Lincolns,

1/4 K.0.Y.L.I,, and Hallams) and one demi-

brigade of Chasseurs Alpins commanded by

General Audet. The 146th Infantry Brigade

was in contact with German forces near

Verdalen, 45 miles North-East of Trondheim.

The Chasseurs Alpins were in the vicinity of

Namsos.

Major-General B. C. T. Paget bhad been
selected to command the British forces operat-
ing South of Trondheim, and on this day he
was handed my instructions, a copy of which is
“attached to Jthis report at Appendix ‘* A.”
Accompanying him to assume control of the
Base Aree& Andalsnes and to make a plan
for its development as a base were Brigadier
D. McA. Hogg, D.A. and Q.M.G. of Force
Headquarters, and Brigadier D. J. R. Richards
as Air Defence Commander to plan the air
defence of the Base Area.

During this day news was received that the
146th Infantry Brigade had been attacked on
the previous day, the 2i1st April, by enemy
landed from a cruiser and destroyers, and.that
Steinkjer had been heavily bombed. The base
at Namsos was now being regularly bombed
and General Carton de Wiart reported that the
maintenance of his force in this area was
becoming difficult and that, unless some respite
from the enemy bombing could be gained, it
might well become impossible.  Bombing of
Andalsnes was also taking place and consider-
able damage had been done. Arrangements
were then made with the Royal Air Force to
land Gladiators on a frozen lake at Lesjaskog,
between Andalsnes and Dombds, as soon as the
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nec maintenance personnel could be
landed. The support provided by the Royal
Navy consisted of fighters from H.M.S. ** Ark
Royal ”* and ‘‘ Glorious,”” which were to
operate over the ports, and torpedo bombers,
which were to attack the enemy aerodromes in
the neighbourhood of Trondheim and his ships
in that harbour. Anfi-aircraft cruisers and
sloops were also allotted to give protection to
the Base Areas.

3. On the 23rd, General Paget and his staff
with Brigadier Hogg and Brigadier Richards
left for Norway. During this day news was
received from General Carton de Wiart that
Brigadier Phillips had succeeded in extricating
the 146th Infantry Brigade which, supported
by the French, was occupying a position cover-
ing Namsos and Bangsund. )

On this day too British troops on the
Southern Sector had withdrawn as the result
of heavy enemiy attacks to hold a line South
of Tretten, and behind them an effort was
being made to re-organise Norwegian troops in
the sector. During the whole of this day and
the next both Base Areas were continually
bombed, as were forward troops and the com-
munications between them and the Base.

4. On the evening of the 24th, the 263rd
Fighter Squadron, R.A.F. (18 Gladiators) was
flown ashore on Lake Lesjaskog. It was how-
ever immediately spotted by the enemy who
commenced bombing next morning and con-
tinued it throughout the day. It is undérstood
that, in spite of valiant efforts by the pilots
and ground staff, but few of them were able
to take off, and were quite insufficient to hold
off the innumerable enemy bombers who
attacked the aerodrome continuously.

5. On the 25th April, I was directed by the
Chiefs of Staff to submit an appreciation on
the situation in Norway. As it appeared to
me then, the possibility of landing further
troops or of maintaining the troops then ashore
depended entirely on our being able to obtain
control of the situation in the air. In my
appreciation I stated this fact and gave it as
my opinion that should adequate air support
be available I had no reason to suppose that
we could not hold our existing positions against
the Germans, and at a later date eject them
from Trondheim. Without it I had little doubt
that any further operations would become im-
possible and that we should be compelled to
evacuate our forces from Southern and Central
Norway. I further stated that should evacua-
tion be decided upon it would have to be done
at short notice and that all necessary plans
for this operation must therefore be made with-
out delay. I requested that the Inter-Service
Planning Staffs should be directed to make the
necessary preparations forthwith. I was not
aware when this appreciation was written that
the attempt to establish the Gladiators ashore
had failed.

During this day, the 148th Infantry Brigade
was withdrawn to Otta and it became evident
that the 15th Infantry Brigade, which had
sailed under General Paget’s orders, part on
22nd and part on 24th April, would be required
to hold Dombés and Opdal if the process of
putting further troops ashore in the Andalsnes
area was to be contemplated. Instructions to
this effect were sent to General Paget in amplifi-
cation of his original instructions in Appendix
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‘* A.”" The situation at Namsos did not mate-
rially alter during this or the following day,
though bombing of this port and Andalsnes
confinued. Both towns had been completely
destroyed, and as the nights were getting
shorter, the amount of unloading which could
be undertaken was becoming progressively less.

6. During 26th April the situation at Namsos
did not materially alter. From reports re-
ceived from the South however it became in-
creasingly obvious that in the face of artillery
and mortar fire and incessant bombing, to none
of which the Allied troops .could effectively
reply, the German advance could not be
stopped.  General Paget stated it as his
opinion that his troops could not endure for
more than four days unless adequate air sup-
port was forthcoming, During the whole of
this day the bombing of Andalsnes and Namsos
continued and the possibility of these ports
being rendered inoperative as bases had to be
faced. During the afterncon I became aware
of the previous day’s failure of the Gladiators
1o operate from a shorebased aerodrome, and it
then became evident to me that the chances
of our getting any air support which would
enable us in any way to compete with the
German air menace had practically vanished.
I was convinced that evacuation would there-
fore be necessary. 1 reported my views ver-
bally to the C.I.G.S. who informed me that
the Chiefs of Staff had that morning been
considering the possibility of re-instituting a
modified operation for the direct attack on
Trondheim, and had come to the conclusion
that it would take some ten days to mount.
I understood from him that, in view of the
situation, the Chiefs of Staff were not prepared
to recommend this course to the Government
as they doubted, as I did, whether the forces
in Southern Norway could hold on long enough
to enable the operation to be put into effect.

7. Accordingly next morning, 27th April, I
wrote an appreciation of the situation which
convinced me that evacuation was necessary
and that there were two main ways of doing
it. In the first case, as weé had few stores and
little heavy equipment ashore we might, by
means of a rapid evacuation of personnel only,
cut our losses to the lowest level. In the
second, by continuing to send anti-aircraft
guns and artillery, and possibly subsequently
further infantry, we might be able to hold the
position for some time longer. This however
would undoubtedly involve the loss of large
quantities of valuable material and certainly
heavy casualties in personnel. The period
could not be sufficient to allow of any direct
attack on Trondheim being planned and
mounted. In my opinion the correct solution
was a rapid withdrawal with the object of
reducing our losses to the lowest possible
figure. ;

That evening I was sent for to report to the
Military Co-ordinating Committee. My report
was in terms similar to those I have stated
above and the Committee agreed that the
evacuation was to take place and approved
instructions (App. ‘* B ’’) given to me for the
purpose. To relieve the pressure on General
Paget’s force the Air Ministry were requested
to attack with bombers the Germans in the
Gudbrandsdal valley and their communica-
tions, but this was found impossible.
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8. During the 28th, plans for the evacuatioa
were concerted with Admiralty representatives
and orders were issued to both General Carton
de Wiart and General Paget as to how the
evacuation was to be carried out. The evacua-
tion of the French was commenced on the night
of the 28th/29th and arrangements were made
for the evacuation of the remaining troops
from Namsos to be completed on the nights of
the 1st/2nd and 2nd/3rd May. Plans for the
evacuation of Andalsnes were for the evacua-
tion to be carried out on two nights, 1st/2nd,
and 2nd/3rd May, but the plan was made suf-
ficiently elastic so that if necessary the process
of evacuation from this latter port could be put
forward 24 hours. It had been planned when
the force was evacuated from Namsos that a
rearguard should fall back by land to Mosjoen
retiring in the face of the enemy, and that in
the meantime a party should be sent by sea
to ensure holding the latter port against enemy
troops landed by parachute from the air, and
orders to this effect were issued.  General
Carton de Wiart opposed this plan on the
grounds that owing to lack of petrol and trans-
port and more important still, the fact that
the road during the thaw was practically im-
passable, the operation would be likely to end
in disaster.

Subsequent telegrams did not induce him to
alter his view and even the passage by the
land route of a small party of French Chasseurs
was by him deemed impossible. My final wire
on this subject was to the effect that if in the
opinion of General Audet the retirement of a
small rearguard of French Chasseurs by the
land route was impossible, this operafion was
not to take place. It was evident that, if
French Chasseurs conld not retire along this
route, the Germans could not advance along
it. In the event no withdrawal by land did
take place, though this was an error as the
Germans have since made full use of this route,
and have advanced so rapidly along it that our
troops in Mosjoen have not had time to get
properly established and it is more than likely
that we shall not be able to hold the place.

9. During the 29th the situation on the
Namsos front did not alter. Forces operating
to the southward were withdrawn to a position
3 miles south of DombAs which position General
Paget proposed to hold until the night of the
3oth/1st to cover the evacuation. On this day
owing to urgent representations from Andalsnes
it was decided to make the dates of evacuation
from this port the nights of 30th/1st and
1st/2nd and the necessary arrangements for
shipping were made accordingly. Further re-
quests that long range bombers should be
directed against the enemy troops and his Lines
of Communication were made to the Air
Ministry who were, however, as far as I am
aware, unable to comply with them. During
the day however Blenheim fighters were
despatched to the area and their presence re-
sulted in the immediate disappearance of enemy
bombers for the period during which the
Blenheims were able to remain over the area.

10. In the early hours of the 3oth April a
party of 340 personnel, mostly wounded, were
embarked on H.M.S. Fleetwood from Andalsnes
and at 19oo hours H.M.S. Janus embarked 100
men and two Bofors guns at Namsos and con-
veyed them during the night to Mosjoen, where
they arrived on 2nd May ‘having been delayed
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by dense fog. During the nights 3o0th/1st and
1st/2nd evacuation was successfully carried out
from Andalsnes. On 1st May thick fog off
Namsos prevented the ships entering the har-
bour. The whole evacuation of Namsos was
however successfully carried out on the
night of the 2nd/3rd, the last ship leaving at
0220 hours, and a total of 5,400 having been
embarked during that night, an operation for
which the greatest credit is due to the Naval
forces employed.

11. During the whole of the 3rd the convoy
was continually bombed on its passage across
the North Sea. It has been reported to me
that one German aeroplane continually
shadowed it whilst relays of bombers came up,
presumably directed by the shadowing aero-
plane. That the losses were not heavier than
they were is evidence of remarkable luck. The
presence of some long range fighters during the
day would have been invaluable, but none were
available owing to question of range.

PART 1I.
OPERATIONS AT NAMSOS.

12. On 14th April Major-General Carton de
Wiart was informed by the War Office that it
had been decided to land an allied expedition
in Central Norway, and that the operation was
to be carried out independently of the landings
already begun in the Narvik area.

13. Major-General Carton de Wiart was given
written instructions (Appendix ‘“ C ’’) on 14th
April appointing him in command of the Allied
forces being despatched to Central Norway, and
his role was defined as ‘‘ to secure the
Trondheim area.”” He was informed that the
Royal Navy were making preliminary landings
in the Namsos area with landing parties about
300 strong in all, in order fo seize and hold
points at which disembarkation of Allied forces
might subsequently take place.

The written instructions suggested the initial
landing of army formations should be in the
Namsos area and that this should be carried
out by 146th and 148th Infantry Brigades and
Chasseurs Alpins, after the Royal Navy had
cleared the Trondheim fjord of German vessels.

It must be mentioned here that at the time
these instrictions were issued 146th Infantry
Brigade was at sea with orders to land in the
Narvik area; that 148th Infantry Brigade (less
one battalion) was diverted to Andalsnes; that
147th Infantry Brigade never sailed from the
United Kingdom.

14. On the evening of 1sth April General
Carton de Wiart, with a junior staff officer,
arrived at Namsos in a flying boat to confer
with the naval landing parties who had already
established a footing there. The flying boat
and the destroyer “‘ Somali’’ lying in the
Namsen Fiord were repeatedly attacked by
German aircraft with bombs and machine-
gun fire, and Generai Carton de Wiart’s staff
officer was wounded. Meanwhile 146th Infantry
Brigade had been ordered, while at sea, to go
to Namsos instead of Narvik, but it was evident
that the landing of these troops direct from
transports was mot a feasible operation at
Namsos, and that they would have to be
transferred to destroyers at Lillesjone and then
taken to Namsos on two successive days.

15. On 16th April the first battalion arrived
and were disposed to cover Namsos and
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Bangsund, the remainder of 146th Infantry
Brigade getting ashore during the r7th April.
By the 1gth April, this brigade having moved
Southward from Namsos, was disposed as
follows:—

Advanced Brigade
Steinkjer.
One battalion—about Steinkjer.
One battalion—in the area South of
Steinkjer including Verdal and Stiklestad.
One battalion—in the area North of
Steinkjer including Bangsund.
These dispositions gave General Carton de
Wiart control of the roads and railways leading
Northwards from Trondheim, and placed him
in a favourable position to co-operate with any
direct attack on Trondheim which might be
developed from seaward.

16. During the night of 1gth/20th April the
sth Demi-Brigade of Chasseurs Alpins arrived
in Namsos under General Audet, but with the
indifferent port facilities there it was impossible
to clear the two small jetties during the hours
of darkness. Consequently on the following
morning the large quantity of supplies, muni-
tions and stores lying at the jetties was spotted
by enemy aircraft, and for two hours the quay,
station and western half of Namsos town were
heavily bombed. The station and most of the
town were destroyed, and one of the two jetties
was badly damaged.

The French Demi-Brigade was put into
billets and bivouacs close round Namsos, and,
while they were settling in, General Carton de
Wiart visited the headquarters of 146th Infantry
Brigade at Steinkjer and met there the com-
mander of the local Norwegian forces. So far
no British troops had been in contact with
German land forces.

17. At about o6oo hours on 21st April an
enemy detachment of some 400 men landed
at Kirkenesvaag and began to advance on
Sandvollan and Strommen. Other German
landings were carried out at Hylla and Trones-
tangen, and an attack was directed on Verdal.
The enemy land fortes were supported by war-
ships operating in the Trondheim fiord.

These German landings presented a serious
threat to the flank and rear of 146th Infantry
Brigade who were severely hampered by having
no arfillery and by their inability to move any-
where off the roads on account of the deep
SNow.

During the afternoon of 21st April enemy
aircraft’ were also active; Steinkjer was bombed
and reduced to a flaming mass of ruins, and the
roads from Steinkjer to Verdal-and Stiklestad
were machine-gunned and bombed.

18. In view of these events and the inability
of the British infantry to operate off the roads,
General Carton de Wiart decided to withdraw
146th Infantry Brigade into a position north of
Steinkjer where its flanks could not be
threatened, and issued orders to that effect.

During the withdrawal a German destroyer
was very active with its gun fire, and enemy
mortar and light artillery fire was directed upon
the British battalions. In addition 4 Lincolns
were attacked about Steinkjer by German ski
troops and had somewhat heavy casualties.
By 24th April the Brigade was established in its
new position north of Steinkjer, having carried
out the withdrawal in very trying conditions.

Headquarters at






