N\

»
s

Rumb. 38300

3169

-~

SUPPLEMENT

! e
The London Gazette

Of TUESDAY, the 25th of MAY, 10948

Publisled by Authority

Registered as a mewspaper

WEDNESDAY, 26 MAY, 1948

THE CARRIER BORNE AIRCRAFT
ATTACK ON KIRKENES AND PETSAMO.

The following Despatch was submitted to the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the
12th September, 1941, by Admiral Sir John
C. Tovey, K.C.B., D.5.0., Commander-in-
Chief, Home Fleet.

Home Fleet.
12th September, 1941.

Forwarded. The material results of this
operation were small and the losses heavy.
This had been expected. The heaviest losses
occurred in the squadrons from the
VICTORIOUS and there is no doubt that
some of the survivors felt that an attack on
such poor targets against heavy opposition was
not justified and their morale was rather shaken
until they appreciated the political necessity

~# for the operation.

-

2. Attacks by low performance aircraft in
broad daylight where fighter opposition is
present can only hope to achieve results com-
mensurate with their losses if complete surprise
is obtained. On this occasion the force was
extremely fortunate in thé weather conditions
which allowed it to make the long approach
to the flying-off position without being seen;
but the good fortune did not last quite long
enough, and they were reported by an enemy
aircraft just before the Striking Force left.

3. It would perhaps have been better to time
the attack to take place during the night,,even
in this region of perpetual summer daylight, in
the hope that the enemy reconnaissance and
defences would then 'be less alert. This would
also have avoided an approach directly into the
sun.

4. The lack of enterprise on the part of the
enemy which enabled the force to withdraw
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-Cruiser Squadron,

without being attacked . by aircraft. is

encouraging.

5. I concur in the remarks of the Rear
Admiral Commanding, First Cruiser Squadron,
in paragraph 53 of his report. The lack of time
for training and preparation was mainly
responsible for such small errors in execution
as took place. I concur also in paragraph 54.
It was not possible for the force to provide its
own reconnaissance without sacrificing the vital
factor of surprise. I consider it essential that
steps should be taken to remedy the present
complete lack of air reconnaissance in Northern
and Noithwestern Norway.

6. With reference to paragraph 52 of the
report of the Rear Admiral Commanding, First
the importance - of the
Command being in the catrier in purely air
operatlons is appreciated; but, although the
question did not arise on this.occasion, it is
considered preferable in the case of surface
attack that the Senior Officer. should be in a
ship of the supporting force.

4. The gallantry of the aircraft crews, who
knew before leaving that their chance of sur-
prise had gone and that they were certain ‘to
face heavy odds, is beyond praise. The
conduct of the operation by the Rear Admiral
Commanding, First Cruiser Squadron, the
handling of ships by their Commanding Officers
in most difficult conditions, the keenness and
efficiency of all officers and men, especially of
the deck handling parties in the carriers, are
much to be commended. I trust that the
encouragement to the morale of our Allies was,
proportionately great.

(S1gned) ‘Jack C. Tovey,
Admiral,

Commander-in-C hief.
A
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' H.M:S. DEVONSHIRE.
15th August, I941. .

Operation - ““ E.F.”’ was carried out with,

the object of making attacks by carrier-borne
aircraft on German shipping in the waters

adjacent to Kirkenes (Norway) and Petsamo -

(Finland). -

Forces Taking Payt.

DEVONSHIRE
(Flag of Rear Admiral
Commanding, First

INGLEFIELD |
(Captain (D), 3rd

Cruiser Squadron). | INTREPID
SUFFOLK . ICARUS
ESCAPADE
FURIOUS . ECLIPSE
VICTORIOUS ECHO
R.F.A. BLACK ACTIVE
* 'RANGER* - ANTHONY
- ANTELOPE
ACHATES

2. ADVENTURE ' was placed under the
orders of the Rear Admiral Commanding, First
Cruiser Squadron, so that she might make her
passage to North' Russia under cover of the
forces taking ‘part-in Operation “ E.F.”

Narrative.
22nd July.

3. Force ‘Q.’, consisting of ECLIPSE,
ECHO, and BLACK RANGER, left Scapa at
0001 on 22nd July and- proceeded to Seidis-
fiordt, where the destroyers fuelled from

R.F.A. WAR SUDRA, and the Force then
. proceeded to the.rendezveus at Position ** X *’
(70 degs. 28 mins. N., 08 degs. 0o mins. E.).

23rd July.
4. ADVENTURE 'left Scapa at 0030 ‘on

23rd July and arrived at Seidisfiord before
Force ‘P .

5. Force ““P"’, conéisting of DEVONSHIRE,
SUFFOLK, ~ FURIOUS, VICTORIOQUS,
INTREPID, ESCAPADE, ° ANTHONY,
ACHATES, ACTIVE and ANTELOPE, sailed
from Scapa at 2300 on Wednesday, 23rd July,
and proceeded at .20 knots to Seidisfiord.

’,

A/St air escort was provided- by the Com-

mander-in-Chief, _Rosyth.

24th ]uly . .

6. At 0856 on the 24th DEVONSHIRE
detected an aircraft approaching. . A fighter
patrol was flown off from FURIOUS but it
. quickly became obvious that DEVONSHIRE
had- detected the A/S patrol. The incident
was of value in that it brought out various
small points of co-operation between R.D.F.
* ships** and the two aircraft carriers. One
Fulmar landed on when. FURIOUS was stern
to wind and crashed

3

7. The whole of ‘this day was very overcast
In the afternoon visibility decreased and varied
from one mile to five and it was not possible

Adwmirvalty footnotes —

* An Admiralty-oil tanker. :

t Seidisfiord—on the east coast of Iceland.

t A/S—Anti'Submarine.

s R.D.F. slnps—-those ships fitted with rada.r
equipment.

Destroyer Flotilla)..

- was flown off.
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to operate an A/ S patrol. I regarded this as
rather a blessing as it reduced the possibility
of our being sighted by enemy aircraft.

‘25th July.

8. At 0258 ACHATES, which was sta.rboard
ship of -the screen, struck a mine. ANTHONY
1mmed1ately went to' her assistance, and

‘ACHATES reported that she was badly,

damaged forward-but that her engines woul
still work. The Squadron’ at the same uﬁi e
was turned away, and soon after, as it becanje -
thicker, it was obvigus that with an uncertafin
position Seidisfiord could not be made in safe}k/.
I accordingly- turned to the southward looking
for clear weather, -and after -crossing the
hundred fathom line turned to the westwdrd

at 0730.

" 9. The coast was sighted at 0833 but the / -
exact position could not be ascertained as it .
was shroudéd in shifting fog and only the
mouritain 'tops were occasionally visible. The
Force was.-turned to the northward and.later
to the north-eastward on soundings. A
destroyer was sent inshore at ogs51 to try to
identify the land, and about Iroo an aircraft

At about 1130 ANTHONY ‘
and ACHATES were sighted. The tow had - /
]ust parted; and they were then about 4o !
miles “from Seidisfiord.

T

-~

10. It had been my original intention to send
VICTORIOUS and SUFFOLK into Reydar-
fiord,* but I decided that it was unwise to
leave them to make this difficult entrance under
the prevailing conditions. At 1400 the Force
was off Seidisfiord. ."The coast was still com-
pletely shrouded in fog, and INTREPID was
sent in and told to proceed with great caution
and endeavour to ‘find the entrance, of which <
she was given the approximate bearing. At
1415 Glettinganes Light was sighted and it was
possible to fix our position. The Force then
proceeded into Seidisfiord,” DEVONSHIRE

" and FURIOUS anchoring above the minefield,

and VICTORIOUS and SUFFOLK joining

. ADVENTURE near the entrance to the fiord.

" destroyers in -the mouth of the fiord.

11. An A/S patrol was carried out by
On
anchoring I was told by the Examination
Officer, Lieut. R. P. B. Veal, R.N.R., that

a U-boat had been operating in the nelghbour-
hood during the preceding two or three days.
I was surprised- that I had no information of
this from the” Admiral Commandmg, Iceland,
but I supposed.he thought it was a false
report. My investigations, however, did not at
all convince me that it was false and I ordered
VICTORIOUS, SUFFOLK and ADVEN-
TURE to move further up the fiord where they
had to anchor in forty fathoms. . In the fiord
were two A/S trawlers, WASTWATER and
SEALYHAM. I ordered these to carry out an
A/S patrol off the entrance.

c12. T had arrived at Seidisfiord eleven hours
late on my programme and I decided that it
would be better to hold over the whole opera-
tion for twenty-four hours and.thus retain its
original timing. This had been arranged so as

Admiralty footmote —
* Reydarfiord—about 25 milés south of Seidisfiord




\

\

SUPPLEMENT 10 THE LONDON GAZETTE, 26 MAY, 1948

to pass the track of the Zenit Flight* at a time
when it was least likely to be operating.
ADVENTURE'’s departure was accordingly
delayed to conform with the new programme.
This also gave me time to oil SUFFOLK in
addition to DEVONSHIRE, FURIOUS and
the four destroyers, INTREPID, ESCAPADE,
ANTELOPE and ACTIVE.

13. At midnight ACHATES, in tow of
NTHONY, arrived in harbour and berthed
longsidle DEVONSHIRE. Before sailing next

y all possible assistance was given to her,

angements were made for the accommoda-
tion of ‘her ship’s company, and such measuzes
were taken as were necessary until the Salvage
Officer arrived. In this the local mlhtary autho-
rities gave great assistance.

, 26th July.

14. In addition to the destroyer patrol an
A/S air patrol was arranged, using SUF-
FOLK'’s and DEVONSHIRE’s Walruses.

15. ADVENTURE sailed at 1745 on the
26th. July with ANTHONY in company. In
view of the possible presence of an enemy
submarine in the neighbourhood I considered it
unsafe to send her unescorted, at 15 knots,
ADVENTURE had orders to send ANTHONY
back after 24 hours. An air A/S patro} from
SUFFOLK was also told off to accompany her
to the limit -of its endurance.

16. Force ' P’ sailed from Seidisfiord at
2300 on the 26th July at 20 knots. An A/S
air patrol had been asked for from the Ad-
miral Commanding, Iceland, and on leaving
Seidisfiord this was provided by a Northrop.
The patrol was later to have been taken over
by a Catalina, but as the weather closed down
the Catalina was not seen. .

27th July.

17. At 0345 the Force ran into fog This
continued, except for short intervals, until the
afternoon, after which the visibility varied from
two to ten miles with low cloud overhead.

28th July. . .

18, Position “ B ’’, where ADVENTURE
should have been overtaken, was reached at
0200 on 28th July. Some time previously the
Force had been spread five miles apart with
the R.D.F. cruiserst on the flanks, thus cover-
ing a front of about 30 miles. Nothmg 'was seen
of ADVENTURE until 0550, and the Sq-uadron
proceeded at 15 knots towards Position “* X '

‘During the period of thick fog I had come to

the conclusion that my orders for Force “ Q *’
might produce an uncomfortable situation if
there was fog at “*.X .

I had accordingly at 2012 on 27th signalied
amended instructions to ECLIPSE regarding
the use of D/FI procedure in such weather
conditions.

Force ‘P " was a little ahead of its pro--

gramme and I expected to meet Force ** Q

about 1200. Up till this time no sights had
been obtamed and not only was the posmon of
Force “‘ P " doubtful but I knew that ‘Force
“Qs” would also be very doubtful.

Admiralty footnotes — .
* The Zenit Flight—a routine German meteorolo-
gical aircraft reconnaissance.

t R.D.F. cruisers—those fitted with radar equlp-‘

ment. :
1 DfF—direction finding by W/T.
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19. On - arrival in the v1c1n1ty of Position
“X " a search was commenced. While so
doing the sun appeared and sights were
obtained, and the search was re-arranged. The
Squadron.was spread to cover a front of about
40 miles, with aircraft patrolling on the wings
and ahead. At 1515 Force ‘‘ Q’’ was sighted
some twenty miles ahead. With Force “ Q
was Captain (D), 3rd Destroyer Flotilla. in
INGLEFIELD and ICARUS, who had been
sent to replace ACHATES and ANTHONY.

20. Oiling then took place as follows.
DEVONSHIRE gave 60 tons each to ECHO,
and ECLIPSE who had been the escort for
Force “ Q" and had filled up recently from .
BLACK RANGER. SUFFOLK oiled
ESCAPADE and INTREPID with 150 tons
each, and BLACK RANGER was ordered to
oil ADVENTURE. Oiling commenced at about

.1820 but unfortunately the wind was from the

south-west and the oiling course was therefore
directly opposite to the future course. During
oiling FURIOUS and VICTORIOUS acted
independently and maintained an A/S patrol
in the air.

29th July.

21. 1 estimated from the time taken to oil
the first destroyer that SUFFOLK would com-
plete oiling at 0130. ADVENTURE had only
310 tons to take, but at cozz she reported she
had received only 150 tons and that it would
take another 16 hours at her present rate of
oiling to complete. She put down the slow rate
to the cooling of the oil. The temperature of the
sea was 50 «de I did not consider that I
could afford this time and I therefore told her
to discontinue oiling at o0130. At 0058
FURIOUS reported - fog -ahead and J imme-
diately gave orders for ADVENTURE to cast
off. She was then 130 tons short.

22. At that time the Force was spread about,
DEVONSHIRE was close to BLACK RANGER
and ADVENTURE, SUFFOLK seven or eight
miles away to the south-westward, FURIOUS
and VICTORIOUS with two aircraft up were
five miles to the southward. Thick fog was met
almost immediately. Previous to this "the
carriers and ADVENTURE had been told that
the Force would be turned to o350 degs. at 15
knots at 0130. On entering the fog I made by
syren ‘‘ course 050 degs.’’, and turned to that
course myself. .I also made course and speed
by low power W/T. As I was uncertain of the
reception of this signal, which was broadcast,
I also made a wireless signal to shore addressed
Force *“ P!’ giving a rendezvous at 0300 on
3oth July in Position ““ C ", allowing a speed
of 15 knots to that posmon '

23. Nothing more was seen of the Squadron
until ogoo on the zgth when the aircraft carriers
formed up, followed by SUFFOLK and 6
destroyers at 1047. .- At that time visibility was .

.only about 1 mile but it shortly increased to

about four or five miles. I was glad to learn
that VICTORIOUS had succeeded in landing
on her aircraft. The Force had been largely
kept together by R.D.F.* and this showed of
what immense value R.D.F. can be in such a
situation. ADVENTURE was not sighted until
2150 that night by which time visibility bhad
increased to ten miles. She was some distance
astern. S

Admiralty footnote :— -
* R.D.F.—radar,
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. 30th July. .

The Force passed through' Position “C”
about 0300 on the 3oth July and ADVENTURE
was detached. As she was only -one hour
behind her programime I did not consider it
necessary to make an amended’ t1me for her
rendezvous. | -

’

24. The weathet contmued overcast and from -

the point of view of ‘evasion it coyld hardly
have been better; the conditiehs were such that
" it was extremely -unlikely that the Force would
be sighted by aircraft. My experience of-the
" weather had made me realise the possibility that
" fog miglit come down in the middle of flying-
‘off. I therefore made a plan by which-one
‘carrier operated on one side of a line parallel
to the wind through the flying-off position and
- the other carrier on- the other side, and 1
arranged  that, so far as possible,
DEVONSHIRE and VICTORIOUS should
operate on the inshore side of this line, thus

giving FURIOQUS a clear run to seaward. After

discussion with VICTORIOUS : the original

Position' *“ M ** was decided .on' for the flying-

off position and a position 30 miles, 040 degs.

from Position *“ M, "’ was fixed for flying-on. I

also made 1400 the zero hour, *half an hour
~ later than- my ongmal intention.

25. Dunng the approach German destroyer '

wireless signals had been heard, and by the use

of the HF /DF set* in INGLEFIELD it had -

been : possible to place them as operating off

Tana Fiordf. At-one time I had an idea that :

they were escorting a convoy towards Kirkenes,
but eventually came to the conclusion that they
were probably hunting a Russian submarine off

Tana Fiord. Considerable interferencé was also

experienced on the R.D.F.” This seemed to
come from a station of sorts at Vardo.

_lead to our. detectlon

26. The weather was at ﬁrst favourable
overcast. low clouds and visibility not too good,
but about 1200 the clouds thinned and finally
cleared away with good visibility. Still, the
Force had not been sighted and there appeared
every reason to hope that the attack would be

. launched without it being detected. The wind
was off shore ‘and :this facﬂltated the approach.
These hopes, however, were doomed. At 1346,

just .as FURIOUS was flying off two Hurri--

canes, which had to be got off the deck before
her T.S.Rs.} could fly off, an .He.111. was
sighted. An enemy report was made by this
aircraft and from that moment the German
. destroyers operating off Tana Fiord ceased to
- transmit. I considered it was too late to call
. off the attack and it-was accordingly launched
as ongmally arra.nged

27. Detailed reports of the attacks are given
in, FURIOUS’s and VICTORIOUS’s reports
‘attached (Appendlces T and IT). VICTORIOUS

4dmzmlty footrotes :—

* HF/DF set—High Frequency D1rectlon Fmdmg
equipment.

t Tana Fiord—northwest of Kirkenes a,nd Petsamo

.and about go miles from the area in wluch the aircraft
carriers were to operate

{TS. R.—To rpedo/Syotter[Reconnalssa,nce alrcra,ft

.and nine T.S.Rs.

- refuelling in - VICTORIOUS

As we |
approached the coast. R.D.F. transmission was -
stopped as I felt it was possible ‘that 1t mlght.
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ﬂew off twenty T.S.Rs. in one range, followed
by twelve ‘Fulmars ‘eighteen minutes later.
FURIOUS commenced ten minutes  before
VICTORIOUS by flying off four Hurricanes
These were followed by a
second range of nine T.S. Rs and finally by six

Fulmars. -

28 The Striking F orce went-into the attack
as planned at 1429 (Z + 29). followed seven
minutes later by the fighters. - Three of the;
Fulmars from VICTORIOUS and the fo
Hurricanes were kept for the protection of t
Force. During the attack the Hurricanes wefe

29. The Stnkmg Force knew before leaving

* that the Force had been sighted and thaf they °

must meet fierce opposition. Nevertheless the
attack was .pressed home courageously and

gallantly - in , face of great ,odds and
VICTORIOUS’ aircraft  suffered heavy

casualties. *

30. .The material results were dlsappomtmg
The- attack by VICTORIOUS's aircraft was
thought to have achleved resu.lts as follows: —

- BREMSE.

. Two torpedo hits.
2 Merchant Ships. -

At least one torpedo

hit each.
2 Merchant Ships. Probably one torpedo
hit each.
Atrcraft. . Ceriain. . Probable. Damaged.
ME.109 . 1 ° b
" ME. 110 2 -1 —
JU 87 I — I

It has ‘since been” leamt that BREMSE was '
not hlt

3I. FURIOUS had the misfortune to find

- Petsamo empty of shipping and her torpedoes

had to be expended on easily repairable wooden
quays, but it is probable that her bombs did

* considerable damage to the oil tanks and sh1p

yard.

32. Captain' (D),' 3rd Destroyer Flotilla in
INGLEFIELD - was sent shorewards to wvisi-

“bility distance to act as a guide to returning

aircraft and remained there untll completlon

- of ﬂymg—on

33. At 1612 aircraft were seen to be return-
ing froin the attack and it soon became apparent

.that many weré missing' from VICTORIOUS.

At- 1735 VICTORIOUS reported that she was

- still short of eleven Albacores and two Fulmars,
~who had petrol till about 1900. FURIOUS had

completed landing on at 1657 and reported the
loss of two Fulmars and one Albacore. I in-
informed the Forcé that I should remain in the
vicinity untll .1900.

-34. Dunng the ﬂymg-off and ﬂymg-on opera-
tions, the two divisions of  the Force had
operated mdependenﬂy, the cruisers conform-
ing to the carriers’ movements. VICTORIOUS -
had orders to ‘remain as near as possible to
FURIOUS. . These’ operations were very satis-

’ factonly caitied out and at no time were the

carriers more than six or seven miles apart.







