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COASTAL FORCE ACTIONS.

The following Despatch was submitied to the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on
the 13th March, 1943, by Admiral Sir
HENRY H. HARWOOD, K.C.B., O.B.E.,
Commander-in-Chief, Levant.

I;evant,
13th March, 1943.

Motor TorPEDO Boars 61, 77, 82, 307 AND 315
—REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS I5TH/IOTH
FEBRUARY, 1043.

Forwarded for the information of Their Lord-
ships, concurring generally-in the remarks of
the Captain Coastal Forces. This operation
resulted in a torpedo hit on an enemy mer-
chant ship and damage to other enemy ships
by gunfire.* Much valuable experience was
gained.

2. The remarks in paragraph 3 of the Cap-
tain Coastal Forces’ letter are fully concurred
in. M.T.B.s 47 and 82 should have fired
both torpedoes at their targets.

3. The operation was carried out in the face
of strong opposition in a spirited and deter-
mined manner, which bodes well for future
operations. The diversion by the M.G.B., was
well planned and carried out.

4. The freedom from mechanical trouble
during the operation reflects credit on all con-
cerned.

' (Signed) H. H. HarwooD,
Admiral,
Commander-in-Chief.

Admiralty footnote: ’
* The action took place in the vicinity' of Maritimo
Island, off the western point of Sicily.

ENCLOSURE 1 TO C.-IN-C., LEVANT’S LETTER.

FroM' ... The Captain Coastal Forces,
) Mediterranean,

DaTE 21st February, 1943.

To The Commander-in-Chief, Levant,

The attached report and diagram from the
Commanding Officer, #th Motor Torpedo Boat
Flotilla are forwarded, with the following
remarks,

1. The composition of this strike was as
follows:—

M.T.B.s 61
77 (Flotilla Commanding | 4th Flotilla
8 Officer on board) (Vospers)
2
M.T.B.s 307 10th Flotilla
315 (Elcos).

As the 10th Flotilla boats had been undocked
only the same day, it was impossible for them
to be ready in time to sail in ‘company with
the other boats. It was unfortunate that the
two units were not able to join up, as in-
tended; results would probably have been far
more effective had a larger number of Motor
Torpedo Boats been available to attack the
main enemy convoy. The results of this attack
were that one merchant vessel of medium
size was definitely damaged with an expendi-
ture of two torpedoes. There is now no reason
to suppose that this ship was the same as that
subsequently sunk by an aircraft.

2. It is considered that Motor Torpedo Boat
77 was well handled by Lieutenant J. B.
Sturgeon, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. His
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attacks were pressed home to short range, re-
sulting in a hit with the only torpedo fired,
confirmed by Motor Torpedo Boat 82. It was
not known to the Commanding Officer that his
second torpedo had failed to fire until about
twenty minutes later. - This misfire and the
casnalty to the First Lieutenant when about
to release a depth charge, were two misfor-
tunes which combined to spoil a very spirited
attack during which Motor Torpedo Boat 77
was subjected to intense enemy fire.

3. Motor Torpedo Boat 82 fired one torpedo
only, which missed. The conclusions (para-
graph 13 (viii)) of the Flotilla Commanding
Officer are that both torpedoes should be fired
whenever a good target presents itself. This
is considered, without doubt, to be the correct
procedure and has again been impressed on
Commanding Officers,

4. Motor Torpedo Boat 61 (Lieutenant T. J.
Bligh, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve),
equipped as a gunboat, fought a prolonged
and resolute action with the convoy escort,
which was greatly superior in fire power. It
is considered that this boat did particularly well;
her wheel steering was out of order through-
out the action, during which she was steered
with the tiller from aft.

5. The conclusions of the Flotilla Command-
ing Officer are considered sound, particularly
paragraph 13 (viii), referred to above. The
R.D.K.* with which these M.T.B.s are fitted
was not used on this occasion, as the enemy
convoy appeared before it was expected.

.6. Motor Torpedo Boats 307 and 315, not
having met the others at the rendezvous, were
deprived of their target at the last moment by
its being sunk by a Wellington torpedo-bomber.
The small fast enemy destroyer which had
been escorting the merchant ship was not a
suitable torpedo target and these Motor Torpedo
Boats are not sufficiently heavily armed with
guns to ehgage such a target with a good chance
of success.

7. Mechanically, all the Motor Torpedo Boats
ran well and without giving any trouble. This
is a far more satisfactory state of affairs than
has recently been the case with boats of this
type, and the improvement is largely due to
the skill and enthusiasm of Lieutenant (E)
W. R. Coverdale, Royal. Navy, the Coastal
Force Base Engmeer Officer.

The conduct of officers and ships’ compames
during this operation is reported to have been
excellent.

8. It 1s considered that this force of Motor
Torpedo Boats was well led by Lieutenant
R. A. M. Hennessy, Royal Navy, the Com-
manding Officer of the 7th Flotilla, who was
hampered by baving only two Motor Torpedo
Boats and one Motor Gun Boat, against the
enemy escort of four destroyers and three E-
boats} and merchant ships which were them-
selves armed. His small attacking force caused
great' confusion among the convoy, enemy
ships firing on one another and some in the
air. Under these conditions, a really adequate
force of Motor Torpedo Boats should have been
able to sink several enemy ships. In this case

Admwaity footnoi‘es
* R.D.F.—radar.
t E-boats—similar to’ British MT B.s.
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the main Motor Torpedo Boat striking force
had been removed from Malta a few days
previously.
(Slgned) M. C. GuEs,
Lieutenant, R.N.,
for Captain, Absent on Duty.

ENcLosure 2 10 C.-IN-C., LEVANT’S LETTER.

FroM The Senior Officer, 4#th M.T.B.
Flotilla.

Date 17th February, 1943.

To ... The Captain Coastal Forces,
Mediterranean.

Submitted:

M.T.B.s 77 (V.7* on board), 82 and 6x
sailed from Malta in accordance with previous
instructions, and passed the boom at 1500.
Having reached the end of the swept channel
a course was set for a position 15 miles due
south of Maritimo Island. All three boats
were carrying a thousand gallons of upper-
deck fuel, and as this was the first time of
carrying it a speed of 18} knots was allowed for
engine revolutions giving 20 knots under normal
load. It was subsequently found that there
was no reduction in speed due to the extra
load.

M.T.B.s 307 and 315 were due to sail at
approximately 1600, and catch us up en route,
or failing that to rendezvous in position 15
miles south of Maritimo Island.

2. At 2140, an enemy report was received of
one merchant vessel and two destroyers, steer-

" ing 240 degrees towards Maritimo Island, It

was thought that these ships would be our
target, and that they would -evéntually alter
course to the southward, in which case our
position south of Maritimo Island would be
very suitable, )

At 2320, M.T.B. 61 signalled that she had
a defective dynamg and that it was necessary
for her to stop. - Boats stopped at 2325 and
cut engines. At thdat moment an enemy report
of four merchant vessels and three destroyers
to the northward of us was received, and before
it could be plotted on the chart M.T.B. 61
reported that she had sighted a large merchant
vessel to starboard, about 1} miles away.

3. All boats were ordered to start up one

engine, and M.T.B. 77 followed by M.T.B. 82.
proceeded on a north-easterly course with the
object of getting the target on the port bow.

On closing it was observed that there were
two columns of ships, with a heavy escort of
destroyers, and that we were steering on-a
course almost exactly opposite to the port
enemy column.

The starboard column was s1ghted to port
and consisted of a destroyer with two merchant
vessels astern. As we were in an ideal posi-
tion to attack the leading ship of th1s column,
the signal * Attack with torpedoes ** was made,
and all three boats acted independently.from.
then on.

4. M.T.B. 77 (L1eutenant J. B. Sturgeon,-
R.N.V.R.) altered course to port fo get on the
firing rourse to attack the leading merchant
vessel of the starboard column. In order to
avoid the'port column it was necessary to go
on to all three engines and increase to 20 knots.

Admiralty footnote:
. % V.7—the Commandmg Oﬁcer oi 7th MTB
Flotilla. . FIEEEN
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M.T.B. 97 was now crossing the centre of
the convoy and by some miracle remained
unobserved until the range of the target had
closed to 400 yards, and the port torpedo was
fired. The torpedo was seen to run correctly,
and we decided to alter course oo degrees to
starboard to attack the rear ship of the port
column. The columns were about 5 cables
apart. Having turned 100 degrees to star-
board, - fire commenced on M.T.B. 77, at first
from the second merchant vessel of the star-
board column, but very soon every ship was
firing with machine-guns varying from
40-m.m. to .303-inch, and the destroyers were
firing 4-inch H.E. that burst about 50 feet
in the air.

An explosion was felt shortly
‘M.T.B. %77 had altered round.

5. M.T.B. 77 got into position between 300
and 400 yards on the starboard bow of the
second merchant vessel of the port column and
the starboard torpedo firing lever was pulled.

Unfortunately the firing mechanism failed,
and owing to the heat of the battle it was
not noticed that the torpedo had not left the
tube. At about this time a burst of about ten
heavy calibre cannon shells aimed at
M.T.B. 77 struck the bridge of the merchant
vessel.

6. It was then decided to attack the lead-
ing merchant vessel of the port column with
depth-charges before disengaging. Speed was
increased to 27 knots and M.T.B. %7 steered
so as to pass close under the stem of the
target, Lieutenant D. M. W, Napier, RN.V.R.
went aft to the port depth-charge to release
it when in position, but was killed when abreast
of it.

M.T.B. 47 passed right under the stem of
the target, and a tray of twelve 20-m.m. S.A.P.
incendiary from the Breda gun was fired into
the merchant vessel hitting her just above the
water line.

We then decided to disengage to the south-
ward as quickly as possible as the enemy gun-
fire was intense and becoming very accurate;
an attempt to lay smoke was unsuccessful as
the C.S.A. apparatus had been hit. After
about ten minutes, firing on M.T.B. 77 ceased
and course was set to the south-east, M.T.B. 82
having joined us. The escort continued to
fire, at times in the air, for some time after
our withdrawal.

7. M.T.B. 8 (Lieutenant P. R. A. Taylor,
R.N.R.), when the order was received to pro-
ceed on one, engine, followed close behind
M.T.B. %7 and assumed by the course that
M.T.B. 77 was steering that she intended to
attack the port column, and consequently
altered course to the westward to attack from
the convoy’s starboard bow.

On altering course to port to cross over to
the starboard column, M.T.B. 82 sighted the
destroyer ahead of the column and decided to
steer down between the lines and attack the
first merchant vessel of the port column. By
this time M.T.B. 47 was crossing between the
columns and M.T.B. 82 decided to attack the
leading ship of the starboard column.
M.T.B. 82 then came under very heavy fire
from many directions, and fired one torpedo
at the leading ship of the starboard column.

60583
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M.T.B. 82 altered course to the southward,
being engaged by a destroyer and an E-boat.

8. A cloud of black smoke was observed
alongside the leading merchant vessel of the
starboard column, preceded by a flash. This
was certainly caused by M.T.B. 77’s torpedo
hitting.

During her withdrawal, M.T.B. 82 engaged
an E-boat that was keeping station on her
starboard beam; this action drew accurate fire
from the destroyer. M.T.B. 82 increased to
maximum speed and withdrew to the south-
east, joining up with M.T.B. 77.

9. M.T.B. 61 (Gun Boat) (Lieutenant T. J.
Bligh, R.N.V.R.) sighted the enemy at 2328,
and on receiving the order to proceed on one
engine decided to proceed to the stern of the
convoy to create a diversion in accordance with
pre-arranged tactics.

On hearing M.T.B. 77 start all three engines,
M.T.B. 61 did likewise and passed down the
port side of the convoy engaging the mer-
chant ships with 20-m.m. gunfire. Having
observed the two M.T.B.s disengaging, and
M.T.B. 61 being apparently mistaken for an
E-boat (or unobserved) she stopped abeam of
the stern destroyer. Calcium flares were then
dropped in an endeavour to draw off an E-boat,
but although a destroyer opened fire on the
flares, the E-boats did not leave the convoy.

10. M.T.B. 61 then proceeded to the star-
board beam of the convoy and opened fire
with all bearing at a range of about
2,000 yards. As the E-boats still declined
action and the merchant vessels showed no.
inclination to straggle, M.T.B. 61 proceeded to-
the port beam of the comvoy and opened fire
on an E-boat at a range of 2,000 yards. Fire
was returned by the convoy. M.T.B. 61 then
proceeded to the head of the convoy to investi-
gate possibilities of a smoke screen, but as
three destroyers were keeping close station
there, and the wind and sea were increasing,
it was decided to discontinue the engagement
at o100/ 16.

A course of south 48 degrees east was steered
and M.T.B. 61 joined M.T.B.s 77 and 8z at
the rendezvous at oz10.

During the whole of the time that M.T.B. 61
was in contact with the enemy she was on hand
steering, which made manceuvring very diffi-
cult, and turning at high speed almost
impossible. S

At 0220/16, M.T.B.s %77, 82 and 61 pro-
ceeded on a course of south 48 degrees east for
Malta, arriving at 0830/16.

11. It is considered that the following damage
was sustained by the convoy:—

One merchant vessel damaged and possibly
sunk by torpedo from M.T.B. 4%;

One merchant vessel damaged by gunfire
from escort;

One merchant vessel damaged b fire
from M.T.B. 77, 8 v &

E-boats possibly damaged by our gunfire.
12. Damage sustained by our own forces: —

M.T.B. 77-—shrapnel holes in engine-room,
tank-space and crew space, slight dimage on

MZI‘B 82—one cannon-shell hit on the
stern;

M.T.B. 61—no damage.
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13. Conclusions.—

(i) Due to the fact that the convoy
appeared much sooner than we expected, and
that we found ourselves right in their track,
there were two courses open to us.

(i) The first was to haul out and return
to carry out a silent attack in the hope that
the escort would not see us. This course was
not adopted as it was considered that we
were already too close, and were bound to
be observed any moment.

(iii) The alternative was to deliver an attack
at once, down the middle of the convoy, as
it would not have been possible to get out-
side the screen without using all engines and
making a great deal of noise.

(iv) We adopted the second method, which
was made much easier by the very indifferent
look-out that the convoy was keeping.

(v) They could not have been using
R.D.F. or keeping a listening watch.

(vi) In future, more use could be made
of a gunboat diversion astern of the convoy
to leave the M.T.B.s a clear run from ahead.

(vii) For this method of attack more gun-
boats are needed.

(viii) Both torpedoes should be fired at the
same target to make certain of sinking it.

(Signed) R. A. M. HENNESSY,
Lieutenant, R.N.

The following Despatch was submitted to the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on
the 12th October, 1043, by Vice-Admiral Sir
HENRY D, PRIDHAM-WIPPELL,

K.C.B., C.V.0., Flag Officer Commanding,
Dover.

Dover,
12th October, 1943.

SINKING oF ENEMY SUPPLY SHIP IN A STRONGLY
ESCORTED CoNvoy EAsTBOUND FrROM LE
HAVRE—NIGHT 26TH/27TH SEPTEMBER, I043.
Be pleased to lay before Their Lordships the

attached reports of .an action between three

M.T.B.s, supported by three M.G.B.s, and a

strongly escorted enemy convoy on passage

from Le Havre to Boulogne during the night

26th /27th September, 1943.

2. Aerial reconnaissance had reported the
presence in Le Havre of two enemy merchant
vessels which were expected to attempt the
passage of the Dover Strait.

3. Accordingly, M.T.B.s 202 (Lieutenant

. L. Bommezyn, R.Neth.N.); Lieutenant
E. H. Larive, D.S.C., R.Neth.N., Senior
Officer embarked, 204 (Lieutenant H. C.
Jorissen, R.Neth.N.), 231 (Lieutenant C. H.
Vaneeghen, R.Neth.N.) with M.G.B.s 108
(Lieutenant L. E. Thompson, R.N.V.R.), 118
(Lieutenant M. O. Forsyth Grant, R.N.V.R.),
117 (Sub-Lieutenant D. W. B. Woolven,
R.N.V.R.), were ordered to patrol the vicinity
of Berck Buoy in accordance with my signal
timed 1545 on 25th September, copy of which is
attached.

Albacore patrol between Boulogne and
Dieppe had to be withdrawn earlier owing to
weather.

4. Paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of the remarks
gf the Senior Officer, M.T.B.s are cnnrurred
in.
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This well planned and skilfully executed
attack reflects the greatest credit on Lieutenant
E. H. Larive and the officers and men under
his command.

It is probable that the enemy’s misplaced
faith in his recently laid minefields, through
which a channel had been swept only two days
prior to the engagement, together with the
improbability of our Coastal Forces operating
in the prevailing weather conditions, con-
tributed to an unusual element of surprise.

The likelihood of this event in no way be-
littles the success of the M.G.B.s’ diversion to
seaward which, added to the advantage of the
light, no doubt accounted for the unprepared-
ness of the enemy for a torpedo attack from
inshore.

5. This action was fought outside the range of.
shore-based radar and in consequence consider-
able risk from enemy minefields to returning
craft doubtful of their position had io be
accepted, but had all craft been fitted with
Rotet,* valuable assistance could have been
given in the later stages of their return.

(Signed) H. D. PriDHAM-WIPPELL,

Vice-Admiral.
Encrosure 1 To F.O.C. DoveRr’s LETTER.
FroMm Senior  Officer, H.M.M.T.B.s,
Dover.
DATE 6th October, 1943.
To ... Flag Officer Commanding, Dover.

1 have the honour to submit the following
report of proceedings of the night 26th/27th
September, 1943, from the Senior Officer, gth
M.T.B. Flotilla.

2. The action was well planned and executed
and led to the sinking of the main torpedo
target.

3. The handling of the force by the Senior
Officer, 9th M.T.B. Flotilla up to the moment
of firing torpedoes was excellent and put the
M.T.B.s into a perfect firing position. I feel,
however, that he would have been better ad-
vised to have had the M.T.B.s in Starboard
Quarter line instead of Port Quarter line and
thus avoided M.T.B.204 crossing the bows of
M.T.B.231 just before M.T.B.231 fired. Star-
board Quarter line in this instance would have
been the usual formation.

4. I consider M.T.B.231 was incorrect in
shifting his point of aim to a coaster from the
main torpedo target. All Commanding Officers
should realise that while the main torpedo
target remains afloat that target only should be
attacked. Even if the main target has been
hit but has not yet sunk, any torpedoes remain-
ing in the force should be used against that
target. .

5. It has long been the intention to attack
from inshore in this area and it is most satis-
factory that on this first occasion the attack
was successful. This is only possible between
the Berck Buoy and the southern limit of the
Command. The suggestion in para. 17 of the
Senior Officer, gth M.T.B, Flotilla’s report is
agreed with and it is hoped to try it out at an
early opportunity.

" (Signed) B. C. Warbp,
Lieutenant, R.N.

Admiralty footnote:
* Rotet—a device to increase the range of shore-
based radar.
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Enclosure 3 to C-in~C, Levant's Letter

COASTAL FORCE ACTION
in the vicinity of Maritimo Island (Sicily)
Night 15%/16% February, 1943
Approximate movements of
M.T.Bs 61,77 & 82 during action

with Enemy Convoy.
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