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OPERATIONS .IN ASSAM AND BURMA FROM 23rp JUNE, 1944 TO
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NOTE—A set of maps for this Despatch is on separate sale at 1s. 0d. net.

This set of

maps also covers the operations described in the other Army and Air Dzspatches of the
Burma Campaign from 16th November, 1943 to 12th September, 1945.

The following Despatch was submitted to the
Secretary of State for War on the 14th
August, 1945, by GENERAL SIR GEORGE
J. GIFFARD, G.C.B., DS.O., A.D.C.,, Com-
mander-in-Chief, 11 Army Group, South-
East Asia Command.

PART I.—OPERATIONS.
Introduction.

1. My first Despatch* covered the period
from the formation of 11 Army Group, 16th
November, 1943, to the re-opening of the
Kohima ~ Imphal road on the 22nd June, 1944,
when at 1245 hours, at Milestone 109, the lead-
ing troops of the 2 British Division (33 Corps)
met the forward troops of 5 Indian Division
(4 Corps), and thus shattered the Japanese
dream of conquering India. This Despatch
describes the operations from the 23rd June,
1944, to the 12th November, 1944, when I
handdd over command of 11 Army Group to
Lieutif-General Sir Oliver Leese.

2. The re-establishment of our communica-
tions with Imphal opened a new phase in the
campaign. The Japanese invasion of India had
been stopped ; it remained to throw the enemy
back whence he had come. In the words of
the Prime Minister, the defence of the Imphal
Plain and our subsequent successful offensive
“ constituted the greatest collision which had
yet taken place on land with Japan and has
resulted in the slaughter of between 50,000 and
60,000 Japanese. The climax was the final
eviction of the Japanese from India with the
-almost total loss of five of his best divisions.”
My earlier Despatch dealt with “ The defence

* Operations in Burma and North-Bast India from
&th November, 1943 to 22nd June, 1944.

of the Imphal Plain”; this Despatch deals
with “Our subsequent successful offensive ”
which drove the enemy back, not merely across
the Indo-Burmese frontier, but across the
Chindwin River, and opened the way for the
re-conquest of Central Burma.

3. In the operations I am about to describe,
the Japanese retreat began as a well-planned
and orderly withdrawal. Gradually, as our
pressure grew, the pace of the withdrawal in-
creased until the enemy forces were split up
into small, disorganised parties. Hungry,
harassed, beaten; abandoning their wounded,
their guns and their transport, and even desert-
ing in small, but increasing numbers; the
Japanese were -driven in defeat over the
border, down the far side of the mountain
wall, and back over the Chindwin, which they
had ciossed in triumph and with such high
hopes less than five months earlier.

Topography and Climate

4. The formidable nature of the terrain was
one of the features of this campaign. Battles
were fought at 5,000 feet and over, often in
almost impenetrable jungle ; and troops, loaded
with full equipment, struggled up from nullahs
2,000 feet below in the face of heavy small
arms, grenade and mortar fire. Yet, hazar-
dous and difficult as the nature of the country
made every movement or operation, tanks often
proved the decisive factor in the fighting up
and down these mountain ranges, where they
climbed almost precipitous slopes to blast
Japanese bunkers at a range of ten yards.

5. As if still further to test the .magnificent
fighting spirit of the troops, another enemy was
advancing steadily upon us: the torfential
monsoon rain that turned tracks into leech-
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laden streams and chaungs into treacherous
torrents ; rain that washed away our already
exiguous roads, turned rivers into raging floods
and grounded our supporting air forces. “The
Economist,” in its issue of the 15th April,
1944, wrote “ The monsoons are on their way,
and it would be turning a new page in military
history if either side campaigned through the
rain-sodden and malaria-ridden months
" ahead.” That *“ new page in military history ”
has been turned.

Instructions for Monsoon Operations.

6. On the 8th June, the Supreme Allied
Commander* issued a Directive which included
the following : —

(@) The broad mission of South-East Asia
Command (S.E.A.C)) in Burma was:—

“To develop, maintain, broaden, and
protect the air link to China in order to
provide a maximum and timely stock of
P.O.L. to China in support of Pacific
operations ; so far as is consistent with the
above, to press advantages against the
enemy by exerting maximum ground and
air effort, particularly during the current
monsoon season, and in pressing such
advantages to be prepared to exploit the
development of overland communications
to China. All these operations must be
dictated by the forces at present available
or firmly allocated to S.E.A.C.”

(b) The general tasks allotted to me
were :—

(i) To secure Eastern Bengal and Assam
up to my boundary with Northern Com-
bat Area Command (N.C.A.C.) (General
Stilwell’s forces).

(ii) Provide the necessary ground forces
for the defence of Ceylon.

(¢) My specific tasks during the monsoon
were as follows:—

(i) Arakan.

Maintain an active defence on the
general line Maungdaw - Tunnels Area
—~Taung Bazaar during the monsoon.
Prepare to capture Akyab by an ad-
vance starting as early as possible in
the next dry season.

(ii) Chindwin.

First Priority. Re-establish communi-
cations on the road Dimapur - Kohima
- Imphal not later than mid-July.

Second Priority. Clear Japanese forces
from the area Dimapur- Kohima -
Imphal Plain - Yuma - Tamanthi.

Third Priority. Prepare to exploit
across the Chindwin in the Yuwa-
Tamanthi area after the monsoon.

(d) Northern Combat Area Command
would come under the direct command of
the Supreme Allied Commander from the
20th June, and the boundary between
Northern Combat Area Command and
Fourteenth Army would be Wakching —
Kaiyaw Naukkon (both exclusive Northern
Combat Area Command) - Taro - Lonkin -
Indawgyi Lake - Lake Indaw (all inclusive
Northern Combat Area Command).

* Now Vice-Admiral The Earl Mountbatten of
Burma, K.G., P.C.,, G.CSI, G.C.LE, G.C.V.0O,
K.C.B.,, D.S.O.

SUPPLEMENT 10 THE LONDON GAZETTE, 2 APRIL, 1951

(e) The following reinforcements and with-
drawals were to be made : —

(i) 82 (West African) Division would be
concentrated in India during August.

(ii) 22 (East African) Brigade would
arrive in Ceylon during July.

(Note: This is an independent brigade ;
11 (East African) Division and 28 (East
African) Brigade (independent) were al-
ready in Ceylon in June.)

(iii) 19 Indian Division would be avail-
able as a relief when one British or Indian
division returned to India for rest.

(iv) The first brigade group of 36
British Division to be ready to move under
the command of Northern Combat Area
Command by the 1st July (the remainder
}:)‘y the 20th July), in relief of Special

orce.

(v) 3 Commando Brigade would be
withdrawn from Imphal as soon after the
1st July as operations permitted, but
might again be made available at a later
date for operations in Arakan.

7. In accordance with this Directive, I issued
operation instructions to the Commander,
Fourteenth Army, Lieut.-General W. J. Slim*,
for operations during the monsoon and the
move of 36 British Division which was to go
by road and rail to Ledo and thence by road
to the Myitkyina area.

To complete the picture, the rble allotted
by the Supreme Allied Commander to General
Stilwell’s forces in North Burma (Northern
Combat Area Command) was to protect the
Mogaung - Myitkyina area by establishing an
outpost line ; Lonkin — Talawgyi — Kazu - Fort
Harrison - Seniku.

The Chinese Expeditionary Force (C.E.F.)
had' orders from the Generalissimo to cross
the Salween River and join General Stilwell’s
forces in the Myitkyina area.

8. Such were our tasks : but before continu-
ing the narrative, a word about communica-
tion and roads is necessary. I shall give an
account of road construction in a later section,
when discussing engineering work, but the
tracks which did duty for roads in the forward
area may conveniently be described here, as
they will be frequently referred to in subse-
quent paragraphs:

(@) A road from Palel to Tamu existed,
but it rapidly deteriorated when the monsoon
started, and to quote from my Chief
Engineer’s report “ The mud had to be seen
to be believed”. In these conditions, only
4 x 4 lorriest were permitted to run south
of Palel, though the rule had to be relaxed
occasionally for specialist vehicles.

(b) The road south from Tamu down the
Kabaw Valley can only euphemistically be
called a road—it was a sea of mud varying
in depth from six to eighteen inches. In
the worst places corduroy roads, over which

. jeeps and 30-cwt. 6 x 6 lorriest could pass,
had to be built.

* Now Fneld-Marshal Sir William J. Slim, G.B.E.,
K.CB, D.S5.0.,, M.C.

i A 4 X 4 lorry is a four-wheeled vehicle, all four
wheels of which can be driven by the engine. Similarly,
a 6 X 6 lorry is one in which the power can be trans-
mitted to all of its six wheels.
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- (c) The Sittaung track from Palel to the
Chindwin was not a road at all. It was
passable for jeeps and 4 x 4 vehicles as
far as the Yu River. There a ferry, beyond
which only pack or porter transport could
be used, was established. Owing to the
amount of blasting which would have been
necessary, it was not possible to clear a track
with bulldozers.

(d) The road to Tiddim was worse, if pos-
sible, than the Kabaw Valley road. It was
commanded on either side by scrub-covered
hills up to 8,000 feet, and some of the more
mountainous sections resembled toboggan
runs down which vehicles slid on mud
instead of snow.

These conditions must be remembered when
judging the speed of our advances along the
Tiddim road and the Kabaw Valley. We had
to overcome not only a determined enemy,
but Napoleon’s fourth element.

Situation on the 22nd June and subsequent
operations.

9. {(a) Arakan. 15 Indian Corps (Lieut.-
General A. F. P. Christison*).
(i) 25 Indian Division: Maungdaw ~
Tunnels Area.
(i) 26 Indian Division :

One Brigade—Bawli Bazaar - Goppe
Bazaar — Taung Bazaar.

One Brigade—Taungbro — Tumbru.

One Brigade—Cox’s Bazaar.

(iii) 81 (West African) Division :

Divisional H.Q. and one brigade—
Chiringa.

One brigade taking up new positions
to protect the eastern approaches of the
Chiringa — Singpa track, with detachments
on the Sangu River to block enemy
attempts to pentrate into that area.

(b) Imphal Front (4 and 33 Corps). 4 Corps
(Lieut.-General G. A. P. Scoonest). )
(i) 17 Indian Light Division, with one
.brigade of 20 Indian Division under com-
mand, was engaged in attacking 33 Japanese
Division in the Bishenpur area. Two

- battalions and one mountain battery had
cut the enemy’s line of communication
about Milestone 33 on the Imphal ~ Tiddim

- road by making a wide turning movement

from the east, and had then driven north
to positions four miles south of Bishenpur.
_This bold attack on the enemy’s rear had
thrown them into considerable confusion
and inflicted heavy casualties.

(i) While these operations were in pro-
gress south of Imphal, 5 Indian Division,
which had taken over the area north of
Imphal from 17 Indian Light Division, was
attacking the enemy on the road to Kohima.
After clearing Kanglatongbi it reached
Milestone 109, where it made contact with
2 British Division of 33 Corps driving down
from the north.

(iii) 20 Indian Division was engaging the
enemy in the Ukhrul sector, with one brigade
in the area 16 miles west of the village

* Now General Sir A, F. Philip Christison, Bart.,
G.B.E.. CB,, D.S.0.,, M.C.

+ Now General Sir Geoffry A. P. Scoones, K.CB.,
K.B.E. CS.I, D.S.0, M.C.
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astride the Japanese communications, and
one brigade on the Imphal - Ukhrul road
clearing enemy positions about Milestone 17.
The third brigade of this Division was with
the 17 Indian Light Division. 50 Indian Para-
chute Brigade (two battalions) was in action
south of the Imphal - Ukhrul road, east of
Wangjing..

(iv) 23 Indian Division was engaged with:
the enemy in an area some three miles east.
and south-east of Palel.

(c) 33 Corps (Lieut.-General M. G. N..

Stopford*).

(i) 7 Indian Division, which had been onr
the left flank of 2 British Division, was,
after the yunction of 33 and 4 Corps, ordered
to move east on Ukhrul.

(ii) 2 British Division and 268 Indian
Lorried Infantry Brigade were responsible
for the prowection of the Kohima —~ Imphal
road south and north of Milestone 79
respectively.

. (i) 23 LR.P. Brigade (Long-Range
Penetration Group)- was clearing the tracks.
leading down to Ukhrul from the north,
and cutting the enemy’s routes to the east.

10. Although the picture at the end of June
was one of Japanese retreat on all sectors
of the Imphal front, I must emphasize that
our success had only been achieved after hard:
fighting and severe losses on both sides.
Indeed, the Army Commander described it as
the bitterest fighting he had seen in this or.
any other war. Even when it must have
been obvious to the Japanese High Command
that our communications to Imphal were about
to be re-established, they issued orders to:
their 33 and 15 Divisions that Imphal was:
to be taken at all costs. We captured the:
orders in which the Commander, 33 Japanese:.
Division, informed his troops “ The fate of the
Empire depends on this battle. You will
capture Imphal but you will be annihilated >.
33 Japanese Division made a series of heavy
attacks, but they were met with steady valour
by our 17 Indian Division who saw to it that
the “ annihilation ” of the enemy commander’s
prophecy was fulfilled.

What was left of the enemy’s 33 and 1S
Divisions was driven into the inhospitable
country south of Bishenpur and south-east of
Palel.  Elements of 15 Japanese Division,
however, had reinforced 31 Japanese Division
which then attacked in the area between
Ukhrul and Imphal. This attack failed.

The Situation at the End of June.

11. North Burma. 22 Chinese Division,
which had captured Kamaing on the 16th June,
was continuing its advance southwards in the
face of opposition by part of 18 Japanese
Division between Kamaing and Mogaung.

77 L.R.P. Brigade (Special Force), assisted
by a Chinese regiment, captured Mogaung on
the 26th June, the enemy losing severely in
men and material, which included some
medium artillery. This was a particularly fine
action by 77 L.R.P. Brigade against most stub-
born resistance by units of 53 Japanese Divi-
sion. The capture of Mogaung was important,
as it opened the way for further operations
southward.

* Now General Sir Montagu G. N. Stopford, G.C1s;
K.BE., DS.O, M.C.

A2
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Myitkyina was still holding out against
Chinese and American troops and Morris-
force (part of Special Force), which were
heavily engaged.

The brigades of Special Force were much
scattered and were operating in widely
separated areas. 14 L.R.P. Brigade was in the
area 28 miles west-south-west of Mogaung, 111
and 3 (West African) Brigades in contact with
38 Chinese Division were 20 miles west-north-
west of the same place. This Force, which
comprised the Long-Range Penetration
Brigades flown into North Burma in the Spring,
had come under General Stilwell’s command
on the 20th June. when General Stilwell was
transferred from the command of General Slim
to that of the Supreme Allied Commander.

_ On the Salween front, the Chinese Expedi-
tionary Force was engaged 12 miles south-
south-west of Lungling,

12. Arakan. During the month, 25 and 26
Indian Divisions and 81 (West African)
Division had completed their moves to their
monsoon positions with little interference from
the enemy. Since then, operations in this area
had been confined to active patrolling.

13. Imphal Front. The opening of the
Kohima - Imphal road on the 22nd June com-
pleted the first task set by the Supreme Allied
Commander in his instructions of the 8th June.

" 14. Though the opening of the road solved
many of our administrative difficulties, it also
created a new set of problems. 2 British Divi-
sion, though its morale was high, had suffered
severe casualties and was tired. It was clear
that the Division could not continue to fight
without reinforcements and the necessary time
and facilities to train them. All expedients to
bring units up to strength were temporarily
exhausted. The Corps Commander considered
that the Division should be withdrawn from
active operations until the Autumn. A rest
area was therefore prepared but, as will be seen,
4 Brigade had to be used temporarily to relieve
20 Indian Division and, later, S Brigade was
called upon to support 23 Indian Division.

5 and 7 Indian Divisions had to resume their
proper compositions, which had been upset
‘when reinforcements had to be flown in during
the early stages of the battle. 161 Brigade,
which belonged to 5 Indian Division, had been
under command of 7 Indian Division, and 89
Brigade of 7 Indian Division had worked with
5 Indian Division. These two Brigades had to
return to their own Divisions.

15. The operations against Ukhrul consisted
of cross-country advances eastwards by 33 and
89 Brigades of 7 Indian Division, from the
Kohima - Imphal road, in co-operation with an
advance north-east by 20 Indian Division along
the main Imphal — Ukhrul road. This was com-
plicated initially because 20 Indian Division
and 89 Brigade were under command of 4
Corps, while 33 Brigade was under 33 Corps.
However, as soon as the advance got under
way, the Commander, 33 Corps assumed con-
trol of the whole operation.

16. By the end of June, 20 Indian Division
had reached a point eight miles west of Ukhrul
and 7 Indian’ Division, further north, were
clearing the area four miles south-east of
‘Karong. . .
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23 L.R.P. Brigade, advancing southwards,
had driven the enemy back to a line eight
miles south of Kharasom.

South of Imphal, 17 and 23 Indian Divisions
were still engaged in bitter fighting in the
Bishenpur and Palel areas respectively.

The monsoon had broken, and the troops
had to work under very arduous conditions
of rain and mud in the mountains and jungle.

17. On the 30th June, the institution of a
new boundary between 4 and 33 Corps, and
the consequent transfer of 20 Indian Division
(less 32 Brigade) from 4 Corps to 33 Corps,
marked the beginning of a new phase of opera-
tions. This boundary gave the area between
Imphal and Ukhrul inclusive to 33 Corps, and
left 4 Corps with Imphal and the areas of 5
Indian Division (Imphal - Bishenpur), 17
Indian Light Division (Bishenpur) and 23 Indian
Division (Palel).

The Situation in early July.

18. Chin Hills and Chindwin. As a result
of our continuous pressure in the Imphal Plain,
there were signs at the beginning of July that
the Japanese forces in Manipur were giving up
their plan for a final attack on Imphal.

19. On the 3rd July a brigade of 7 Indian
Division captured Ukhrul from the west, while
a column of 23 L.R.P. Brigade entered the
village almost simultaneously from the east.
The fall of Ukhrul was important since it was
the focal point of all communications in that
area ; its capture removed all threats to Imphal
from the north and north-east. :

20. On the 29th June, I had wired to General
Slim that 31 Japanese Division would probably
be withdrawn to the south of Ukhrul, but that
the enemy might make a final desperate attempt
to capture Imphal from the general direction
of the Tiddim and Tamu roads. Although we
had sufficient strength to defeat any such
attempt, our task of clearing the enemy west
of the Chindwin would be facilitated if we
could develop a real threat to his communica-
tions. 1 therefore directed him to comsider
whether the advance on Ukhrul could be con-
tinued south-south-east to Humine and Myothit
at the head of the Kabaw Valley. This would
give 31 Japanese Division no chance to recover
and would threaten the communications of 15
Japanese Division at Thaungdut and Tamu.

21. On the fall of Ukhrul, General Slim
issued an Operation Instruction, dated the 5th
July, directing 4 and 33 Corps to destroy the
Japanese forces west of the Chindwin River.
4 Corps, with 5 and 17 Indian Divisions and
one brigade of 20 Indian Division under com-
mand, were to clear the area west of the general
line Imphal - Shuganu. 33 Corps, with 2
British, 7, 20 and 23 Indian Divisions, 268
Indian Lorried Infantry Brigade, 23 L.R.P.
Brigade and 50 Indian Parachute Brigade under
command, were to clear the area east of this
line.

22. By the 10th July, it had become clear
that the Japanese had begun a general with-
drawal from their three main concentration
areas about Bishenpur, Palel, and Ukhrul. They
had not captured Bishenpur or Palel.

23. North Burma. Although General Stilwell
was now no longer under General Slim’s com-
mand, T must review the operations as a whole,
as they had, of course, to be co-ordinated. I






