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The following despatch was submitted to the
Secretary of State for Air in August, 1946,
by AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR KEITH
PARK, G.C.B., K.B.E., M.C., D.F.C., Allied
Air Commander-in-Chief, South East Asia.

FOREWORD.
1. Air Power's contribution to the overthrow

of Japanese land forces during the closing
stages of the war in South East Asia, is re-
viewed in this Despatch, which opens with
the period following the Allied Forces' vic-
torious entry into Rangoon on 3rd May, 1945,
and culminates in the official surrender of the
Japanese Southern Army to Admiral The Lord
Louis Mountbatten, at Singapore, on 12th
.September, 1945.

2. During this period, squadrons of the
Royal Air Force played a conspicuous role in
the last battle against the enemy land forces
on Burmese soil. More than ten thousand
Japanese troops, ill-equipped, sick and
demoralised, were annihilated by our air and
.ground forces while attempting a mass escape
from the Pegu Yomas across the Sittang River
iand south to Moulmein. Their Air Force
had already been eliminated from Burma.

3. August 1945 brought with it Japan's
realisation of defeat and her decision to sur-
render. It forestalled by only a few weeks
the planned invasion of Malaya in which over
500 aircraft of the Royal Air Force and about
200 carrier-borne aircraft of the Royal Navy
would have demonstrated again the power of
.air superiority.

4. Instead, squadrons of the Royal Air Force
re-directed their energies to the most extensive
mission of mercy by bringing relief and libera-
tion, in the initial stages, to tens of thousands
of Allied prisoners-of-war and internees in the
many Japanese prison camps scattered through-
out the vast territories of South East Asia.

5. The successful accomplishment of this
task made a fitting conclusion to Air Power's
participation in a war against a ruthless and
fanatical enemy whose years of aggression in
these territories ended with crushing and com-
plete defeat.

PART I.
RANGOON AND AFTER.

THE SITUATION IN MAY, 1945, AFTER THE
FALL OF RANGOON.

1. With unconditional surrender of Germany
on 8th May, 1945, the conflict in South East
Asia and in the Far East against the last re-
maining of the Axis Powers took on a new
significance, with the balance weighted heavily
in favour of the Allies against Japan.

2. The only outcome of -the war in the East,
like the one prescribed for Germany, could
be complete and unconditional surrender of
Japan.

3. Decisively beaten in Burma, and with
Rangoon recaptured only five days before the
surrender of Germany in Europe, Japan, fight-
ing alone, faced almost certain invasion of her
homeland hi the coming months. The system-
atic loss of territories throughout South East
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Asia which she had invaded during her orgy
of conquest some three years before, was now
inevitable.

4. A redeployment of manpower and
material resources from Europe for .the war
against Japan was scheduled to begin, which
would thus quicken the tempo of operations.
But long before the collapse of Germany had
taken place in Europe, the plans for the re-
conquest of Malaya and Singapore had been
prepared. With the other Commanders-in-
Chief in this Theatre, I shared the conviction
that the second halt of 1945 would bring the
reinforcements promised by London.

5. On the entry into Rangoon on 3rd May,
1945, theatre strategy was directed -to the
liberation of Singapore at the earliest possible
date with a view to opening up -the sea-route
to Indo^China and the East Indies, and to
liberating enemy-occupied countries. There-
after, strategy subsequent to the re-occupation
of Singapore would depend upon the march
of events in the Western Pacific Theatre.

6. It had been the contention, hitherto, that
the capture of Singapore would involve at least
two intermediate operations before the final
goal could be achieved. Firstly, it was con-
sidered that an initial operation would be
necessary to establish an advanced air and
naval base. Through this base, aircraft and
assault craft could be staged and operated in
support of the next operation for the seizure
and occupation of a bridgehead on the
Malayan Peninsula. Occupation and develop-
ment of this bridgehead on the mainland was
considered an essential prelude to the final
overland advance on Singapore itself.

7. Hastings Harbour was originally selected
as the initial objective, but this was postponed
to take place after the Monsoon. Further ex-
amination by the Joint Planning Staff at Head-
quarters, S.A.C.S.E.A., however, indicated that
a stepping-stone still further south than
Hastings Harbour was not only desirable in
relation to the time margin, but also a prac-
ticable proposition as regards the fly-in of
single-engined fighters and close support air-
craft. It was essential, however, from the
aspect of resources available, that such an
operation should be a limited commitment as
a military operation and also as regards the
shipping lift. These limitations, therefore,
narrowed down the selection of this objective
to a lightly defended island. Puket Island
fulfilled this requirement. Its occupation was
therefore planned for June, 1945.

Puket Operation or " Roger ".
8. The iPuket operation-^" Roger ")—was

approved in'principle by the Chiefs of Staff
in February, 1945, but they reserved judgment
as to its timing in relation to the fall of
Rangoon. A plan for the operation was never-
theless prepared by the Joint Planning Staff
and Force Commanders' Staffs were appointed.

.9. Force Planning began in Delhi on Febru-
ary 2nd, but it became apparent that the occupa-
tion of an island so close to the mainland
would involve a greater military commitment
than had been envisaged earlier. The Army
concept of this operation demanded one Divi-
sion for the assault and initial occupation of
the island, including a small bridgehead on the

mainland, and one follow-up Division to con-
solidate the position. The Japanese garrison
of this island was reported to be approximately
one battalion, but other land forces could have
been assembled on the mainland once the
attack was disclosed.

,10. Owing to the distance from our own
mainland bases, air cover and support would
have to be given by carrier-borne aircraft
initially until the capture of the first airstrip,
when the Air Forces would accept full respon-
sibility for all air operational requirements. I
suggested that the Army demands, both in man-
power and material, were excessive for so small
an operation (the same opinion being expressed
by the Supreme Allied Commander and the
Naval C. in C.). I felt that if such demands
were persisted in, it might mean that the opera-
tion (whichi would have given vital air bases
to support a major operation) would have to
be dropped. These fears were well-founded,
as the proposed operation was subsequently
abandoned, mainly for this reason.

.11. Development of the air base at Puket
envisaged the completion of three runways to
all-weather standard, with an initial force of
three Single Engine Fighter Squadrons and an
ultimate build-up to: —

3 S.E.F. Squadrons.
1 Fighter/Recce Squadron.
3 Light Bomber Squadrons.
2 Heavy Bomber Squadrons.
Detachments of Air Sea Rescue and Photo-

graphic Reconnaissance Unit.
Staging facilities for air transport and other

types of air traffic.
i!2. In addition to this, the base would also

require to be capable of staging airborne opera-
tions in relation to future requirements of the
campaign in Malaya. The air base, too, would
require to be fully operational by D plus 100
days, while its development to full capacity
was so tuned as to provide the necessary air
support and cover for the next stage of opera-
tions comprising re-occupation of the Ports
Swettenham and Dickson areas, and a bridge-
head for the final overland advance on Singa-
pore. The occupation of this bridgehead was
planned to take place some four months after
the initial occupation of Puket with a view to
the final assault for the capture of Singapore.

13. Events in Burma, however, had forced
a change of plan, which envisaged the neces-
sity to capture Rangoon from the sea before the
monsoon broke, and open it as a port to relieve
the other overworked supply routes.

14. In this connection, it can now be.put
on record that a R.A.F. Mosquito aircraft,
carrying Wing Commander Saunders, made a
low reconnaissance of Rangoon the day before
the British Armada disembarked. Finding the
city empty of Japanese, -and Allied flags flying
over P.O.W. camps, he landed at the nearest
airfield, hitchhiked into Rangoon and released
some of our P.O.W's. ,Wing Commander
Saunders then borrowed a native boat and
rowed down the river to tell the British Com-
mander that Rangoon was unoccupied by the
enemy, and offered his services as guide to
the Expedition. This unusual incident revealed
that the enemy forces in Rangoon itself had
departed between the times of departure and
arrival of the sea convoy. It was later revealed
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that the Japanese Commander of the Burma
Area Army had been ordered to hold Rangoon
to the end, but on his own initiative decided to
withdraw in the face of the Fourteenth Army's
pressure.

15. It was realised after Rangoon's capture
that to postpone the Puket operation later than
mid-June, 1945, would inevitably retard the pro-
gress of subsequent operations timed progres-
sively for the capture of Singapore by the end -
of the year. The Puket operation was there-
fore abandoned. With it, there vanished a step-
ping-stone to Singapore which the British Air
Forces could well have utilised to great advan-
tage.

Effect of Delay upon Future Strategy
16. The importance of accelerating the Allied

Malayan offensive had been emphasised. In
the first instance, it necessitated planning for
the occupation and development of Puket
approximately one month after the Monsoon
had set hi. Any further delay than this in-
curred a steady deterioration in weather con-
ditions and a heavy swell on exposed beaches.
The cumulative effect of rain was also calcu-
lated to cause a steady increase in the saturation
of the ground and proportionately greater diffi-
culty in airfield and road construction.

17. It was estimated that the closing stages
of the campaign in Burma, involving at the
eleventh hour a mounting of the amphibious
operation " Dracula " to make doubly certain
Rangoon's capture, had imposed a minimum of
nine weeks delay in the initiation of the opera-
tion to capture 'the weakly held Puket. It fol-
lowed, therefore, if Malayan strategy was to be
implemented to meet the proposed time
schedule for the capture of Singapore that this
initial delay must be made good quickly.

18. To achieve this there were three courses
open for consideration, each of which involved
much planning: —

(1) To select an alternative objective
where airfield development was an easier
proposition in relation to weather conditions
and time available, or where airfields already
existed.

(2) To retain the existing objective but on
a less ambitious scale of airfield develop-
ment and military occupation, thereby speed-
ing up development.

(3) To abandon any project for develop-
ment of a stepping-stone, and to embark
upon the second phase of our overall strategy
iwhich envisaged a bridgehead on the
Malayan Peninsula as a prelude to the final
advance on Singapore.
19. Course 1, on examination, -revealed that

areas more suitable for airfield development
did not fulfil the operational requirements,
while the occupation of existing airfields in
suitable areas was likely to require a major
military operation.

20. As regards Course 2, if some reduction in
the scale of effort was acceptable, particularly as
regards the requirements of heavy bombers,
then a substantial reduction in runway develop-
ment could be achieved. This, however,
would reduce the overall period of develop-
ment to the extent by which the base could
be fully operational to provide the necessary
air support and softening up operations on a

(68742)

lighter scale in relation to the next phase of
Malayan operations as timed. Furthermore,
if reduction in base development were accom-
panied by a decrease in the scale of military
effort required to occupy the island, this would
result not only in saving time, but also in a
general economy in resources and shipping.
The Army, however, would not agree to any
reduction in strength of assault and garrison
forces.

21. Course 3, when considered, had the
great advantage of making up the total time
lost, which, for reasons which have already,
been stated, was of paramount importance.

22. It was obvious, however, that without
intermediate air bases, close support by land
based aircraft could not be provided either
as a prelude to or during the initial occupa-
tion of the bridgehead.

23. For this purpose, complete reliance had
therefore to be placed upon air support and
air cover by carrier-borne aircraft until suit-
able airstrips could be prepared within the
bridgehead. Furthermore, the degree of heavy
bomber support would be severely limited by
distance and weather. Even on the most
optimistic assumption that one or more heavy
bomber airfields would be available in Burma
by September, air bombing involved a distance
to targets of 1,000 miles with a consequent
reduction in bomb load and intensity of effort

24. It was obvious, therefore, that opera-
tions at such a range could not afford the re-
quired support for the initial occupation of the
bridgehead. The lack of an advanced air base
also introduced difficulties as regards the fly-in
of aircraft for the build-up, and a routine ser-
vice for aircraft replacement.

<25. When the problem was examined, the
Joint Planning Staff recommended Course 3,
provided that carrier-borne air forces could be
assured.

26. Course 3 was therefore adopted, and the
operation which, in planning, became known
as "Zipper", envisaged the occupation of a
bridgehead in the Port Dickson—Swettenham
area. The assault, it was intended, should be
carried out by two Divisions of No. 34 Indian
Corps, with 15 Corps in the following-up role.
The amphibious operation .would be under-
taken by a naval task force.

27. It was planned that air cover and sup-
port would be provided initially by carrier-
borne air forces, presupposing that at least three
light fleet carriers would be available for the
operation in addition to the escort carriers
already in the Theatre. The R.A.F. Squadrons
of 224 Group, which had given outstanding
service in Burma, were to be flown into the
bridgehead as soon as strips were available.

28. As complementary to operation "Zip-
per", planning was also initiated for the
occupation of Singapore Island under planning
code word " Mailfist".

29. The initial assault for "Zipper" was
timed to take place in early September, 1945,
and subsequent exploitation southwards jn
Malaya was so timed as to permit of the final
assault on Singapore by the end of December.

,30. From the air point of'view I consider
the " Zipper " plan for the assault on Malaya
possessed one distinct disadvantage—its great

A 2



2130 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 19 APRIL, 1951

range from established air bases, principally in
Burma. Had it not been for the diversion of
considerable military resources to the capture
of undefended Rangoon, I would have preferred
an intermediate step to Singapore which would
have permitted adequate air support and staging
of aircraft. Time, however, was not on our
side. In view of the Army's commitments at
Rangoon, and of the naval disinclination to
make an assault without a suitable anchorage
nearby, the prospects of any intermediate opera-
tion completely faded away.

, 31. The "Zipper" plan, on the other hand,
gave the recently occupied Cocos Islands a new
and important role as an offensive air base
in addition to its primary function as a staging
post to the South West Pacific. Originally, it
was intended that the garrisoning Air Forces
to be based in the Cacos should comprise one
Single-Engined Fighter and one Coastal Tor-
pedo Fighter Squadron. The inclusion of the
Coastal T.F. Squadron was mainly on account
of a possible threat of enemy sea-borne attack.
This threat, however, had steadily declined. In
consequence, the operational role of the T.F.
Squadron virtually disappeared, while the
limited range of T.F. aircraft precluded them
from employment offensively against targets
within and beyond the Netherlands East Indies
barrier. Therefore, I decided to substitute one
Long Range General Reconnaissance squadron
in the Cocos in place of the T.F. Squadron, thus
enabling General Reconnaissance Liberator
aircraft to carry out strikes from the Cocos on
targets along the coast of Malaya and N.E.I.
An additional advantage of the Cocos was the
certainty of more favourable weather condi-
tions during the monsoon.

32. In short, the R.A.F. developed the Cocos
Islands into a most valuable offensive air base,
and air staging post.

THE Am BUILD-UP IN BURMA FOR FUTURE
OPERATIONS.

33. From the review of strategy and plan-
ning for the impending assault of Malaya, it
was evident that the air forces would be called
upon to fulfil commitments extending over a
vast area from Central Burma southwards to
Southern Malaya and around N.E.I., until the
defeat of the enemy in the South East Asia
Theatre.

34. As the result of this trend in future
operations, the problem of command and
control of the Air Forces became far wider
in responsibility than that which had obtained
hitherto. Accordingly, it was decided that
operational command and control of all R.A.F.
Groups other than those serving in Burma
should be exercised directly by Headquarters,
Air Command, South East Asia, through the
respective Group Commanders. Air power, it
was realised, would soon embark upon a large-
scale intensification of operations against the
Japanese, not only in South East Asia, but also
in the South West Pacific Theatre.

35. While the tempo of air operations had
jased off considerably after the capture of
Rangoon, the immediate task nevertheless
facing the Air Forces was to secure bases and
all weather airfields for the future redeploy-
ment and reinforcements of the squadrons in
•Burma and Malaya in the quickest possible
time.

36. The decrease in air operations which
coincided also with the arrival of the monsoon,
was, in every respect, a welcome relief for
.squadrons. The task of the preceding six
months in supporting and supplying the Allied
land forces in the non-stop advance to
Rangoon ha<i exhausted R.A.F. personnel to a
degree never experienced in the Middle East
or North West Africa or the Central Mediter-
ranean during 1942-1945. Headquarters
S.E.A.C. required our squadrons to operate at
maximum effort for a longer period than called
for in other Theatres. Aircraft, too, had with-
stood the gruelling test of climate and semi-
developed airfields. In the race through Burma
to beat the Jap and the monsoon, No. 221
Group Headquarters had moved four times;
moves of Wing Headquarters totalled twenty-
five, a^, squadrons made no less than 112
movements'. iThese moves by the Air Forces
in Burma through a tortuous country whose
roads and communications were notoriously
bad, had meant some disorganisation and much
discomfort, but hardly an operational sortie
had been lost owing to any forward movement.
Neither the men, nor the aircraft, however,
could go on indefinitely. For the former a
period of rest was necessary; for^the latter,
re-equipment was in many instances, already
long overdue.

37. It was during this lull in operations that
certain of these squadrons in Burma were rested
and re-equipped before the next phase in the
campaign in South East Asia was due to begin.
The "Battle of the Break Through" by
thousands of Japanese forces trapped in the
Pegu Yomas of Southern Burma had still to
come—a battle in which the Air Forces had
conspicuous success.

38. At this time there were ominous signs
that the Japanese Empire was beginning to
reel under the fury of American air attack,
which was now directed upon it without pause.

39. With the next blows in South East Asia
about to descend upon Malaya, the trend of
the Air Forces was a movement to the south—
as far south as possible with Southern Burma
as the springboard for the major operation
which was to come.

40. The plan required a gradual movement
of squadrons of fighter bombers, light and
medium bombers and indeed, heavy bombers,
to Southern Burma. It was hoped that by
August, 1945, Mingaladon Airfield, Rangoon,
would be capable of providing facilities for 100
aircraft, Toungoo with a capacity for 70 air-
craft ; Pegu 70 aircraft; Zayatkwin 48 aircraft;
Pabst 50 aircraft; Myingyan 70 aircraft; and
Meiktila 70 aircraft.

41. This phased build-up was by no means
firm, for there was a decided lack of engineers*
information on the eventual ability of certain
of the more important and vital airfields. In
face of Army representations that the original
plan for the net of airfields in Southern Burma
could not be met without diverting Army
engineers from other tasks in Rangoon, I had
to agree, most reluctantly, to a much reduced
constructional programme in the Rangoon
area.

42. On entry into Rangoon, speed in airfield
construction was absolutely essential. Delivery
of bithess, for servicing the only airstrip, was,
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however, retarded owing to the land com-
munication difficulties within the area, and I
had to give orders that No. 96 (Dakota)
Squadron should be given the task of flying-in
bithess from Bengal to Mingaladon. The task
was completed to scheduled time.

43. I regret that the Air Forces should have
had to call upon the Army for airfield construc-
tion in Burma owing to the absence of R.A.F.
airfield construction units and Air .Ministry
Works Supervisory personnel in this Theatre.
There is no doubt that the American system
of providing aviation engineer battalions in
Burma proved better and more satisfactory.
It might also be noted that some fifteen
thousand R.A.F. constructional personnel were
allocated by Air Ministry to the Tiger Force
Operation in the Pacific, although South East
Asia Command was deplorably short of
engineers, and it must have been evident that
this new Air Force was most unlikely to
operate before the defeat of the Japanese.

Hastening Construction of Burma Airfields.
44. Early in June, my Air Marshal Adminis-

tration visited Rangoon to obtain first-hand
details of the problems being encountered, and
to hasten construction of airfields as much as
possible. On my own visit to Rangoon on
June 15th, 'l was assured by Major General
Administration, Headquarters, A.L.F.S.E.A.,
that all points brought up by my Air Officer
Administration were receiving attention.

45. The enormous increase in the Air Forces'
radius of action which the new airfields under
construction would afford was foreshadowed in
June, when R.A.F. heavy bombers, operating
from bases in Bengal, attacked and sank a
10,000-ton Japanese tanker in the Gulf of Siam.
One aircraft damaged by flak was forced to
land at Mingaladon Airfield, Rangoon, which
was not yet completed, and over-ran the avail-
able length of the runway, killing the crew.

46. The continued pressure by Air Command
on the Army for more speedy construction
brought better results, and it was a little more
heartening, on June 28th, to be given dates
estimated for the various stages in the com-
pletion of the following airfields in the Rangoon
area: —

Zayatkwin—1,750 yards. A/W runway
by July 20th.

Zayatkwin—2,000 yards. A/W runway
by July 31st.

Mingaladon—1,750 yards. A/W runway
by July 31st.

Mingaladon—2,000 yards. A/W runway
by August 15th.
47. By October 1st, it was estimated that

Mingaladon Airfield would be capable of
accommodating a total of 150 aircraft for
operational purposes. The airfield at Zayat-
kwin was expected to handle 130 Thunderbolts
or Mosquitos, and would be staging through
the Squadrons for "Zipper" by 1st October.
Pegu was also being developed as quickly as
possible as a heavy bomber airfield.

48. While it was expected that squadrons
would be able to move into the new airfields
by the end of July, No. 224 Group, which had
been linked with Lieutenant-General Sir Philip
Christison's 15 Corps in some of the fiercest
fighting in Burma, was preparing to leave the

Arakan with its units and to proceed to India
for training and re-equipment in preparation
for the mounting of " Zipper ".

49. The move of 224 Group squadrons was
greatly delayed and handicapped on account of.
the shortage of shipping and the inadequate,
land transport facilities in Burma. The fact
that Army units were also leaving Burma at
the same time did not make the position easier
for the movement of Air Force personnel and
their equipment. June, indeed, ended with
the move of 224 Group far from complete, and
it soon became apparent that units would not
succeed in clearing from the Arakan before the
third week in July.

Withdrawal of U.S.A.A.F. from Air Com-
mand, South East Asia
50. On June 1st, 1945, because of our air

dominance, the narrowing front, and the fact
that the tactical situation after Rangoon, per-
mitted no offensive action by the 10th
U.S.A.A.F., the British and American Air
Forces reached the parting of the ways in South
East Asia Command. The American commit-
ment in Burma had ended with the capture
of Northern Burma and removal of the enemy
threat to the supply line to China.

51. Each Air Force was now to prosecute
the air war against the Japanese in neighbour-
ing Theatres. For the Royal Air Force, the
offensive now headed down the Malay Penin-
sula to Singapore. For the U.S.A.A.F., how-
ever, the route lay across the Himalayas to
China, since the sphere of the American Com-
mand was designated the China-Burma-India
Theatre. Yet another reason for the withdrawal
of the 10th U.S.A.A.F. was the critical air
supply situation in the Northern Combat Area
Command, due mainly to the high rate of effort
at which the 10th Air Force Transport Squad-
rons had been operating and which was now
beginning to tell on personnel and aircraft
alike. At the same time, the American squad-
rons required refitting and rest before their
impending move to China.

52. The withdrawal of American Squadrons
for service in another Theatre did not affect
the strategic situation in South East Asia Com-
mand. The only aircraft which could have
been retained with advantage were (a) the
transports which were being phased out gradu-
ally to bridge the gap until the arrival of our
Stage 2 aircraft, and whose withdrawal could
not be further delayed on account of the urgent
need in China, and (6) the photographic Libera-
tors of the 24th Combat Mapping Squadron.

53. The period of integration between British
and American Forces in South East Asia had
shown a very real spirit of close co-operation
—a fact which I emphasised in a special Order
of the Day published on June 1st, announcing
the withdrawal from Air Command, South East
Asia, of the United States Army Air Forces
under Major General George E. Stratemeyer.
Eastern Air Command, Calcutta.

54. In my' Order of the Day, which I sent
to General Stratemeyer, I revealed how air
power had followed the basic principle in
modern warfare—that the air battle had first
been won before embarking on the land battle.
Once the air battle was decided, air power
was then able to provide the ground forces
with direct forms of assistance.
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• 55. " Having taken a vital part in .the defeat
of the Japanese in Burma", I said, " the
U.S.A.A.F. units are being withdrawn from
Eastern Air Command to fight the Jap in
another Theatre. The closing down of the fully
integrated Eastern Air Command Headquarters
is, therefore, an important 'milestone in the war
against Japan.

" Eastern Air Command was formed on 15th
December, 1943, at a critical .time in the Battle
of Burma, in order to weld into one Command
the British and American Air Forces on this
front.

" The British Army was hanging on to the
western fringes of Burma, having stemmed
the Japanese advance into Bengal.

"When the British Army was besieged in
Imphal due to Japanese infiltration resulting
from their superior mobility, the first task of.
the newly formed Eastern Air Command was
to obtain air superiority in order to enable
our close support squadrons to assist the land
forces.

"Within a short time air superiority was
obtained, due in no small measure to the long
range fighter squadrons of the U.S.A.A.F. It
enabled the Allied Transport Squadrons to sup-
ply and reinforce the beleaguered Army ; also,
it gave them the mobility which previously the
Japanese had monopolised. From this time,
until the capture of Rangoon in May, 1945,
the Allied Land Forces enjoyed all the benefits
of air supremacy which, in turn, kept inviolate
the air supply lines and endowed the Allied
Army with the mobility and striking power to
forge ahead to Mandalay, followed shortly by
Rangoon. It made possible the isolation of
the Japanese Army in Burma by Allied air-
craft, thus preventing the arrival of reinforce-
ments and supplies from Siam and Malaya.

"In Northern Burma, the Tactical and
Transport Squadrons of the 10th U.S.A.A.F.
played a decisive part in the repulse of the
enemy from the Chinese border and in the re-
opening of the overland route to China.

"A Japanese officer who was captured in
Burma attributed the defeat of the Japanese
Army to the superior mobility of the Allied
Army. This mobility was almost entirely due
to the air supply provided by the Allied Air
Forces, whose record tonnage exceeded 2,900
tons per day in April, 1945. Due mainly to
their superior numbers and operating at maxi-
mum effort, the American Transport Squadrons
carried the greater portion of the air lift in
support of the land forces in Burma.

" In conclusion, it is fair to say that without
the support of the American Air Forces in
Burma, we could not have defeated the
Japanese Army as rapidly and as decisively in
1945. All British Forces, both land and air,
are deeply grateful for the whole hearted sup-
port and complete harmony that existed
'between the American and British Air Force
units in this Theatre.

" I am exceedingly proud to have had these
American Air Force units in my Command,
and, together with all members of the British
Air Force in South East Asia, wish them good
luck, and good hunting."

56. In my Order of the Day announcing dis-
integration of Eastern Air Command, I did not
make especial mention of units of the Air
Service Command, but, instead I wrote to

Lieutenant General D. I. Sultan, Commanding
General, India-Burma Theatre, U.S. Army, and
expressed the valuable and splendid work
•which the Air Service Command had per-
formed under Major General T.. J. Handley,
Jnr. Without this help, we should have failed
to carry through the intensive operations of the
previous 12 months.

57. While it was necessary to sever the
British and American Combat units of Eastern
Air Command, and Air Command, South East
Asia, there was, however, no break as yet with
the Air Service Command.

58. With disintegration pi Eastern Air Com-
mand, the ah- offensive in South East Asia
now passed in its entirety to the Royal Air
Force, and an exceedingly active period in the
deployment of squadrons in Burma began.
Thus, the integration ordered by the Supreme
Commander in December, 1943, had been ful-
filled in so far as it concerned the integration
of British and American Air Forces employed
in the defeat of the Japanese in Burma.
The Impact of "Tiger Force" on Air Com-

mand
59. For some time after the capture of Ran-

goon in May, there were indications that Tiger
Force was going to be favoured by London in
men and material resources previously pro-
mised to South East Asia Command.

/60. The Supreme Allied Commander,
Admiral Mountbatten, showed his reliance on
the Air Force in this Theatre, by a strong signal
to the Chiefs of Staff expressing his intense
disappointment at the contemplated step since
he considered it would delay his carrying out
their directive to open up the Straits of Malacca
and to recapture Singapore at the earliest pos-
sible date.

.61. I also communicated the concern felt
by the Supreme Allied Commander to the
Chief of Air Staff, emphasising that future
strategy and operations in this Theatre had
been based on the agreed rate of build-up of
the British Air Forces and especially of British
Transport and Heavy Bomber squadrons.
Moreover, the withdrawal programme of the
U.S.A.A.F. forces for China which had now
begun, had been agreed and phased in with
the rate of build-up of the British Air Forces.

62. The question of airfields in South East
Asia for staging Tiger Force through to the
Far East also presented some difficulties, since
the most suitable area' was Rangoon where
insufficient bases for our own aircraft were
available. In the United Kingdom it was
thought that Chittagong and Cox's Bazaar were
too far from Manila, and they were not
accepted as alternatives.

<63. It became clear that Air Command,
South East Asia, must accept the situation
wherein the air war in the Pacific against
Japan received higher priority than ourselves.
This was finally confirmed by a signal from
the Chief of Staff in London on June 22nd,
part of which read: —

" In case you are in doubt, ' Zipper' and
' Mailfist' have been approved by the Com-
bined Chiefs of Staff with the proviso that
these operations are conducted without pre-
judice to the preparation and execution of
.operations for the invasion of Japan and
other operations directly connected there-
with."
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64. At the beginning of July, Air Vice-Mar-
shals Sharp and Satterly arrived at Air Com-
mand on their return from the West Pacific
where they had been making preliminary
arrangements for air bases of Tiger Force.

165. I then learned that, owing to the lack of
airfields, operations by the V.H.Bs. (Very
Heavy Bombers) were not expected to begin
until the end of 1945. This delay greatly sim-
plified the problem of providing staging posts
for Tiger Force aircraft through India and
Burma since, by the time Tiger Force could
be in transit, both the monsoon and " Zipper "
would have finished, leaving fair-weather air-
fields available for Tiger Force in the Rangoon
area.

/66. It was indicated by the visiting Air Vice-
Marshals that A.C.S.E.A. were expected to
(provide staging facilities, not only for the
initial aircraft, but also for the reinforcement
flow and for a daily transport service of three
(aircraft each way. They further expressed
the hope that the maintenance of their reserve
aircraft would be accepted by this Command.

•67. I consider it worthy of note that while
Air Command South East Asia was barely
making do with transport resources of Dakotas
which still constituted the major life-line of
the 12th Army, engaged with the Japanese at
bay in the Sittang area of Southern Burma
during July, the representatives of Tiger Force
assumed that Yorks and C.87s would be forth-
coming as a matter of course, for their trans-
port requirements.

68. Other examples of this clash in priorities
were not lacking, for it was disappointing to
learn from Air Ministry by signal on July 21st
that, owing to prior needs of Tiger Force, no
Lancasters or Lincolns could be expected save
for Air/Sea Rescue before mid-1946.

69. My appeal to Air Ministry for Lan-
casters and Lincolns had been for no other
reason that I was concerned about the future
heavy bomber supply situation in the Com-
mand. I took the long view that we could
not expect to rely upon U.S. supplies of
Liberators and, as title result of the difficulties
which were already arising over spares and
maintenance backing, I was, therefore, anxious
to start the re-equipment of the heavy bomber
squadrons and to introduce Lancasters vice
Liberators into Air/Sea Rescue, Meteorological
and several training units.

PART II.

THE AIR WAR IN BURMA AND
BEYOND.

AIR SUPERIORITY.
Won and Maintained after Air Battles over

Arakan in 1943-44.
70. Allied air superiority in South East

Asia was won and maintained in the Theatre
after the air battles over Bengal and Burma
late in 1943 and the Spring of 1944, and re-
mained almost unchallenged until the final
surrender of the Japanese.

71. This air superiority is not always given
its full value when the fortunes of war in
Burma are weighed. Without it, the history
of the indomitable 14th Army might well
have centred around a fighting force, justly
capable of defence, but not capable of sus-
tained offence. Air superiority too, meant a

"safe conduct" for the air transport fleets
engaged upon air supply and reinforcing of
the advancing troops. At one time no single
Dakota in Burma could with safety have taken
the air on any supply mission had not the
air lanes been protected by our short range
fighters,

72. Air superiority, whether used for the
close support of the ground forces, or the
interdiction of lines of communication far
beyond the battle area, or in air supply or in
casualty evacuation, was indisputably ours,
a fact which Japanese Army Commanders
themselves confirmed after their surrender in
August, 1945.

73. In the Japanese Army, one Commander
had said, there had never been any real plan
to develop the Military Air Forces. The air
weapons he said, had been neglected from the
beginning in favour of ground weapons. Ever
since the China Incident, however, there had
been a growing feeling that Japanese air
power must be developed at all costs, but this
realisation had come too late, and even then,
the Army's claims had over-ridden the long
term policy which recognised the absolute
necessity of a wide expansion of air power
and the production of aircraft.

74. Another Japanese officer, after fighting
against us in South East Asia, said that almost
always the Japanese Army had left the con-
struction of airfields until the last, having con-
centrated firstly upon its own ground defences.

Few Airfields left to J.A.F. in Burma.
(75. While the main Japanese Army had re-

treated to Moulmein after the fall of Rangoon
in May, it still preserved enough strength to
make a spirited stand during July at what
came to be known as "The Battle of the
Sittang Bend."

76. The Japanese Air Force, on the other
hand, had been driven out of Burma com-
pletely broken. No attempt, indeed, was1 made,
to alleviate the distress in which the thousands
of trapped Japanese forces in Burma found
themselves during July.

77. Only twelve months earlier, the Japanese
Air Force in South East Asia had made 333
sorties in May of 1944 in their last bid to
tip the scales in their favour at the siege of
Imphal, but had failed. For them, this air
effort was a record for the Japanese Air Force
for any single month when the targets were
Allied airfields and troop concentrations in the
Manipur Valley.

(78. 'The enemy had behind them at that time
the important air bases at Shwebo, north of
Mandalay, and, in Central Burma, they pos-
sessed the airfields at Meiktila, Magwe,
Pyinmana, Prome and Toungoo. Their most
southerly bases were those which comprised
the Rangoon group of airfields.

79. The .Allies' sweep through Burma and
the capture of Rangoon however, had taken
all these airfields from the Japanese. All that
remained to .them in Southern Burma were
three serviceable airfields located at Tavoy,
Mergui and Victoria Point, on the Tenasserim
Coast, and these soon became the regular
targets for our aircraft based at Rangoon.

80. In June, 1945, yet another indication of
the weakness of the Japanese air power in
South East Asia in face of 'air superiority was
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the withdrawal of R.A.F. fighter protection for
the air transports—a protection which had been
maintained consistently from the beginning of
the Allied advance through Burma after
Imphal in 1944, and had involved fighter cover
over a front extending many hundreds of miles.

81. When Fourteenth Army marched a
thousand miles through Burma in six months
they achieved a great military feat in a country
which had been deemed hitherto to be almost
physically impassable and medically disastrous
for the mass movement of men. With that
Army, the Air Forces went every mile of the
way—scouting, supporting, reinforcing, supply-
ing, evacuating wounded and striking ahead
of the advancing troops, to disrupt Japanese
lines of communication and supply bases.

82. The same air-ground co-operation which
brought about the fall of Rangoon and the
re-conquest of Burma would have been re-
peated on a grand scale for the assault planned
on Malaya—forestalled only by Japanese
surrender. Even then the flexibility of Air
Power was such that, in the emergency which
followed the cessation of hostilities, it was able
to re-direct its energies in one of the greatest
relief and liberation operations of World
War IL

)83. In any final analysis of the war in
South East Asia, air superiority is of para-
mount importance, and an indispensable factor
upon which maintenance and supply of all
our Forces in the Theatre depended.

TACTICAL AIR OPERATIONS.
After Rangoon.

84. When the Japanese pulled out of Ran-
goon, and the remnants of the main army
succeeded in reaching Moulmein after the dis-
astrous retreat down the Central Corridor in
April, hostilities in Burma were by no means
over. •

85. There was no question of the enemy's
capacity to stage a serious comeback ; his sup-
ply lines were no longer reliable and the
Japanese Air Force was out of the race.

86. But there was one aspect of the cam-
jpaign which was not yet complete and one
which began to assume greater importance now
that the Allied Forces had established them-
selves firmly in Southern Burma and Rangoon.
It was the presence of the large isolated
forces of Japanese troops in Central and North
Burma, estimated at over 50,000 men. While
the Allied advance down the Central Corridor
during March and April had driven a
wedge through a crumbling enemy defence, it
had, at the same time, forced a considerable
strength of Japanese troops into the hill
regions of Eastern, and Western Burma, iso-
lating them from the main Japanese army as
it retreated on Moulmein.

87. The Air Forces, principally 'those of No.
221 Group, and the Allied ground forces
deployed in Southern Burma, swung round to
face these large concentrations of Japanese
troops in the north between the Irrawaddy and
'the Mandalay railway corridor in Central
Burma and the railway corridor and the
Sittang and Salween Rivers to the east. Then*
object was to close the principal escape routes
which these Japanese forces must pass through
to get out of Burma.

88. Few factors sustain the -morale of fight-
ing men more than the knowledge that supplies
of provisions and equipment are assured. The
isolated Japanese forces in Burma, however,
as the result of disruption and disorganisation
of their rear lines of communication, were ill-
equipped, and certainly denied any possibility
of supply by air. They suffered considerably
through shortages of food, also medical sup-
plies, and took to eating attractive looking
but dangerous fruits.

89. So long as these trapped Japanese
forces remained on Burmese soil, however,
they required considerable effort from the air
to watch their movement and to destroy them
as opportunity arose.

The Competitive Spirit of Squadrons.
90. The task of hunting and destroying these

isolatecL^pockets of Japanese forces, in co-
operation with the Allied ground troops, fell
largely upon the squadrons of No. 221 Group,
since No. 224 Group, after its fine record of
achievement in Burma, was now in the pro-
cess of pulling out for training and re-equip-
ment in Southern India prior to the assault on
Malaya.

91. The competitive spirit among squadrons
soon produced keen offensive patrols in seek-
ing out the enemy with Mosquitos, Beau-
fighters, Hurricanes, Spitfires and Thunderbolts
covering wide areas of country—in spite of
Monsoon weather—and succeeding in driving
parties of Japanese troops off the main escape
routes and forcing them to seek the cover of
jungle or scrub.

92. In this offensive drive by the squadrons
during May and June, a total of 4,813 sorties
was flown by our aircraft in monsoon weather
to bomb and strafe the enemy.

93. It was during this period that a return
was made to jungle warfare in Burma, as grim
and fierce as anything experienced by the air
and ground forces during (previous months.
The air forces faced the considerable hazards
of monsoon flying conditions as they attacked
enemy troop, concentrations attempting to re-
group and reach appointed regrouping areas.

'94. The effectiveness of these R.A.F. jungle
strikes was not only substantiated in apprecia-
tive messages by the Army, but also by
Japanese officer prisoners-of-war captured at
this period. Of the air forces operating
against them, a Japanese officer, a L/Cpl., and
a Superior Private had said during interroga-
tion:—

" Dawn found us 'heading towards a village
on the opposite shore. Later, we found that
it was near Mumbu. We cooked some rice
and afterwards all went to sleep in a bamboo
clump on the 'bend of the river. Sleep, how-
ever, was not so easy, for the enemy 'planes
were roaring overhead, and we would awake
in a cold sweat in the midst of a horrible
nightmare."
95. There could be no doubt that the enemy

had a healthy respect for our British Air Force
and sought the cover of 'undergrowth when
surprised by our fighters, which strafed them
incessantly. A Japanese Private of the 82nd
Air Field Battalion, captured in Burma, when
shown a collection of silhouettes of Allied
aircraft, picked out the Spitfire as the aircraft
most feared by the Japanese.
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Closing the Net around the Enemy in Burma
96. By the end of June, the net was gradually

tightened around the isolated Japanese land
forces holding out in the Pegu Yomas in
Central Burma. The monsoon continued. The
heavy rains made the movement of Allied
troops and their supporting arms exceedingly
difficult on the fringes of the Pegu Yomas and
along the Mawchi Road east of Toungoo.

97. The Japanese, however, got no nearer to
escape. Whenever weather permitted, the
squadrons of 221 Group were overhead
endeavouring to locate the enemy in the most
difficult of wooded country, and bombing on
every occasion whatever targets presented
themselves. For days, aircraft continued to
search for heavily laden animal transports
which the enemy were pressing into service to
carry accoutrement of every description.. Even
lumber elephants, taken from their'work in the
famous Teak Forests of Burma, were employed
in carrying light guns and other heavy equip-
ment 1-pr the enemy. If the monsoon proved
a handicap to the Allied Forces it was worse
for the Japanese, who were completely cut off
from sources of supply. In the Pegu Yomas,
the plight of the enemy, as a result of the
vigilance of air power and the movement of
Allied ground troops, became desperate as they
struggled against malaria and starvation, or
suffered foot-rot and stomach and skin troubles.
Some, indeed, were like skeletons when
captured, while the remainder, still imbued
with fanaticism of glory and death, rather
than disgrace in surrender, struggled on.

98. In their jungle strikes and " hunting"
expeditions, the squadrons obtained a large
number of good results in spite of the diffi-
culties of weather and thick ground cover. If
the enemy looked for a lull in operations as a
result of the monsoon, thus giving them an
opportunity to regroup, they got none from the
R.A.F. squadrons and ground forces.

99. In the Mokpalin area, where No. 20
Squadron had damaged much enemy transport,
a message sent by Headquarters, 4 Corps, after
the strike, said: —

"Thanks for the magnificent efforts
yesterday on the Mokpalin road."
100. When Mosquitos of 47 Squadron went

out on a strike, they bombed a village north
east of Nyaunglobin, where it was reported
that the Japanese, moving south, had taken
cover during the day. The Mosquitos dis-
persed their bombs well among the bashas and
on dumps of packing cases seen on either side
of the roadway, while many low flying attacks
made across the area did extensive damage.

101. An Army report which reached 221
Group Headquarters stated that during an air
attack in the Meprawse area, some 30 to 40
bullock carts carrying food were accounted for,
two petrol dumps destroyed and 50 to 70
Japanese troops killed.

102. Up the Mawchi Road, Hurricanes went
after a number of guns or tanks stated to be
moving in the district. Two attacks which
they made on heavily camouflaged objects,
revealed large guns with limbers or tractors.
They left the targets in flames.

103. The plight of the enemy as a result of
these jungle strikes worsened. A report
brought in, following an air strike by No. 11

Squadron, said that "the villagers reported
that they carried away 30 Japanese corpses
after the strike."

104. Some time earlier, a strike by Nos. 79
and 261 Squadrons brought the following
message from Headquarters, 20 Indian Infantry
Division: —

"One 75 mm gun, one 70 mm gun, one
77 mm A/T gun, one 20 mm A/T rifle, six
pistols, six swords, approximately 100 rifles,
three stacks of ammunition and much
artillery ammunition,"

were found by ground forces after a successful
air attack.

105. In the last week of June, the main con-
centration of Japanese forces in Central Burma,
was opposite Nyaunglobin, with protective
forces north west of Pegu and south west of
Pyu, which gave R.A.F. Thunderbolts oppor-
tunities for attacks. During one raid, six
aircraft of 79 Squadron bombed the village of
Thaingon. Some days later it was learned that
170 Japanese and 40 mules had been killed.

106. On the Sittang river too, where move-
ment by the enemy became more active, Spitfire
aircraft undertook patrols down the river,
damaging and sinking small river craft of every
description almost daily, thus helping our
ground forces to interrupt enemy efforts in that
area to escape across the river.

"Force 136 " and Sittang River Air Patrol.
107. There were other major difficulties

which stood in the way of the trapped Japanese
forces in escaping from Burma. The guerilla
tactics of " Force 136 ", which later played a
conspicuous part in the slaughter of the enemy
on the Sittang River, helped to seal this stretch
of water against any large scale enemy crossing.

108. The forces of Burmese guerillas, which
began to assume considerable importance at
this time in Burma, had caused the utmost
concern to small parties of Japanese stragglers,
who suffered severe losses at their hands.
These guerillas had been operating with success
during the latter weeks of March, and through-
out April, but they were even more active
during June and July, as the Japanese casualty
figures testified.

109. Organising the Burmese patriots was
the work of the British Organisation in Burma
known as " Force 136". It was an inde-
pendent body which operated both with the Air
Forces and the Army. The Force consisted of
trained and specially picked officers who were
dropped by parachute into enemy-occupied
areas to organise Burmese levies and to wage
surprise attacks against the Japanese. This
guerilla warfare demanded the closest liaison
with the Air Forces. Supplies, including arms
and ammunition, were air dropped once the
parties of levies had been organised.

110. It was through the machinery of " Force
136" too, that much valuable information
on enemy dumps, troop movements, head-
quarters, and concentrations of transport carry-
ing food, stocks and equipment, was passed
by W/T to Army Headquarters, and special
air-strikes quickly organised for the squadrons
of 221 Group, R.A.F. These tasks were carried
out eagerly by pilots, and many profitable
and successful strikes were made against the
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enemy. The Japanese casualties showed a
sharp rise as a result of these sudden air
attacks.

•111. The air patrol on the Sittang River,
on the other hand, consisted of three standing
patrols daily—dawn, midday and dusk. The
duration of the patrols up and down the river
was so varied that the Japanese could never
be certain of escape.

112. During one such patrol in June, two
Hurricanes of 28 Squadron came upon 50
river craft of all types in the Suppanu Chaung
and, after damaging them by strafing, went on
to Letpan and 'there strafed several boats
drawn up on the bank of the river near some
villages.

113. There could be no doubt that the vigi-
lance maintained by aircrews engaged on offen-
sive patrols over the Sittang River was a
contributory factor to holding up any river
crossing in strength, which .the Japanese may
have contemplated during June.

Disaster overtakes the Japanese in Burma.
114. Disaster overtook the Japanese during

July, when their final bid to break through
the Allied net and escape from Burma ended
in a debacle.

115. It was one of the blackest periods for
the enemy throughout their ill-fated campaign.
More than 10,000 men were killed in the
month's operations. Those who succeeded in
getting away and joining the main Japanese
forces at Moulmein, took with them a picture
of the punishing they had faced from the
British air forces, the warring guerillas, and
the newly-formed 12th Army under Lieutenant
General Sir (Montague Stopford.

116. Operations by the air and ground forces
hi this last major battle in Burma took on an
entirely new character from the mobility and
speed which had so characterised the pursuit
of the enemy down the central railway corri-
dor during April and May. Instead, the lull
period in June had given the squadrons and
ground forces a better opportunity to deploy
at strategic points in Southern Burma, so that
the enemy break-through from the Pegu Yomas,
when it ultimately took place, developed into
a wholesale killing. The monsoon forced
R.A.F. Squadrons to base themselves at air-
strips other than they would have preferred,
but, even so, the operations were maintained.

117. The squadrons of 221 Group, R.A.F.,
accounted for at least 2,000 Japanese casualties.
Throughout the campaign it was always diffi-
cult to assess with accuracy the number of
actual casualties inflicted by the air forces and
our own artillery.

118. Four separate phases characterised the
July battle.

(a) There was a sudden flare-up of enemy
activity on the Sittang iBend at the opening
of the month where the Japanese, firmly
established at Mokpalin, succeeded in
making a bridgehead across the river and,
after some grim fighting, succeeded in hold-
ing on the right bank, an area of approxi-
mately one square mile of country, encom-
passing the villages of Nyaungkashe, Abya,
and Myitkye.

(b) Up country, on the Sittang, taking in
an area,-between Shwegyin and Kyaukkye,

parties of Japanese troops, as they en-
deavoured to escape by crossing to the left
bank of the Sittang, continued to fall into
the hands of organised guerillas.

(c) Yet further to the north 19 Indian
Division and Patriot Burmese Forces in the
worst of monsoon weather, were struggling
along the Mawchi Road from Toungoo in
an effort to reach Mawchi, and cut the
main escape route of large Japanese forces
retreating southwards down the road from
Loikaw, and Kemapyu, on the Salween
River, and then south by valley tracks which
led to Papun and Kamamaung. From
Papun, one escape route continued south-
west to Bilin with easy access toy road and
rail to Moulmein. The second escape route
from Papun went south-east to Kamamaung,
thence by ferry down the Salween to
Shwegun, and there joined a track leading
through Pa-An to Moulmein.

(d) The final, and major phase, was the
large scale attempted break-through across
the railway corridor from the Pegu Yomas,
starting on July 21st, by Japanese troops
whose strength had now been estimated to be
about 18,000, of which about 1,000
were left behind sick in the Yomas
and could not take part in the breakout
operations.
119. Squadrons which played such a con-

spicuous part in these operations were deployed
as follows:—

(a) When the sudden flare up at the Sittang
(Bend began, No. 906 Wing with Nos. 273
and 607 Squadrons; one detachment of night
(Beaufighters, and the 'H.Q. and one flight
of No. 28 Fighter Recce Squadron, were
based at Mingaladon, Rangoon, thus within
easy reach of this enemy force.

(b) Based at Kinmagon was No. 908
Wing with Nos. 47 and 110 Mosquito Squad-
rons, which were able, weather permitting,
to afford valuable support to the parties of
guerillas in their successful attacks on the
Japanese in the Sittang river area.

(c) No. 910 Wing was based at Meiktila
with four Thunderbolt squadrons, Nos. 34,
42, 79 and 113, ready for action at the first
sign of the break-through from the Pegu
Yomas.

(d) Assisting 19 Indian Infantry Division
on the Mawchi road, was 909 Wing at
Toungoo, with No. 155 Spitfire Squadron,
and later strengthened by No. 152 Spitfire
Squadron which moved down to Thedaw
for a short period, and, at other times, staged
through Toungoo.
120. When the -break-through by the

Japanese from the Pegu Yomas started on
July 21st, the whole of 'the air support was
switched over -to this area and, for eight or
nine days, the bewildered enemy was
strenuously harassed by the squadrons sup-
porting the 12th Army.

Battle of the Sittang Bend.
121. In an attempt to create a large scale

diversion of the Allied ground forces, the
Japanese, at the opening of July, launched an
offensive at the Sittang from the bridgehead
which they.tenaciously held on the right bank
opposite Mokpalin.
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122. It was flat, open, country with scattered
scrub, and some very fierce fighting took place
hi appalling weather at Nyaungkashe, Abya,
and Myikye. The village of Nyaungkashe, in-
deed, changed hands several times.

123. Air support thrown in by 221 Group,
included the Spitfire and Thunderbolt
squadrons operating continuous patrols or
"Cabranks" in the Nyaungkashe area. The
enemy took exceedingly heavy punishment.
His determination to hold this area, at all costs,
however, until the large Japanese forces to the
north got down past Bilin, with the strategic
town of Mokpalin on their right, safeguarded
by the Sittang troops, was obvious.

124. Day after day, gun positions, troop con-
centrations, and river craft of all descriptions
were subjected to intensive attacks by the air
forces, bringing sincere thanks from the Army.
On July 4th, No. 42 Squadron's Thunderbolts
had a most successful day, when a 105mm
gun was wrecked and two other guns silenced
at Nyaungkashe.

125. It was at this time that some forces
of 7 Indian Infantry Division found themselves
in a precarious position as a result of the
determined Japanese thrust, but, assisted by air
attack, succeeded in extricating themselves.

126. "With the help of excellent air sup-
port quickly given," wrote Lieutenant General
Messervy to Air Vice-Marshal Bouchier,
A.O.C. 221 Group, " I have been able to extri-
cate some four hundred men, including sixty
wounded, from a difficult situation with good
knocks to the Japs at the same time."

127. It was noted throughout these ah*
operations, and further substantiated by ground
reports, that a considerable number of Japanese
troops were killed as a result of air attacks.

128. By July llth, the Japanese offensive at
the Sittang Bend had been contained, though
the enemy still retained their foothold on the
right bank of .the Sittang, opposite Mokpalin.

Air Power Assists the Guerillas.
129. As the month advanced, a notable

movement of enemy troops endeavouring to
cross the Sittang River in parties at various
points between Shwegyin and Kyaukke, kept
the Spitfire squadrons on continuous patrol
over the Sittang River exceedingly active.
Thunderbolt squadrons, too, came down from
the Meiktila area to attack forces of Japanese
numbering, in some instances, one thousand
strong, as they made then: way eastwards. The
large scale break-through from the Pegu
Yomas had not yet started.

130. It was in this area of the Sittang, and
also in the east, on the right bank of the
Salween, that the organised guerillas, which
had been brought under the control of 12th
Army, ambushed hundreds of escaping
Japanese troops moving down from Loikaw
to Papun, and literally massacred them. No
enemy party was safe from these guerillas
under Force 136 who, with portable W/T,
kept base informed of the enemy's movements
and as a result provided the Mosquitos and
Spitfires with definite targets, which they
bombed and strafed untiringly.

131. The guerillas' flag was seen regularly
by pilots heading for their targets. They were
assisted by large indicator arrows on the
ground, and even cryptic messages which the

levies had conceived. On one occasion, pilots,
correctly interpreting a message, "In M",
located a Japanese force in a marsh.

132. Following a heavy raid on Pa-An, one
of the principal staging villages used by the
Japanese while moving down the Salween
valley, a message sent from our land forces to
273 and 607 Squadrons on July 1st said: —

"More than five hundred Japs killed in
last heavy raid on Pa-An. Did not tell you
before as awaiting confirmation. Congrats to
pilots."
133. An earlier report had described this

whole area after the raids as covered in dust
and smoke, with Japanese soldiers seen running
about in panic and rushing for shelter as air-
craft came down to strafe them. The Mos-
quito Squadrons got equally effective results
for, during a strike at Kawludo, an enemy
staging post in the Salween valley, north of
Papun, a ground report stated that over one
hundred Japanese troops had been killed.

134. Thunderbolts and Spitfires carried out
a very successful attack on July 15th and 16th,
in the Shwegyin Chaung area of the Sittang,
and a message from Kyadwin to 113 Squadron
and '607 Squadron said:— "Tell R.A.F. strike
great success."

135. North East of Kyadwin, at Paungzeik,
Mosquitos of 47 Squadron, on July 16th,
made a bombing and strafing attack in the
Paungzeik valley and 51 dead Japanese were
counted after the attack. Yet another attack
by aircraft on the 19th, at Shanywathit,
resulted in two direct hits being made on a
house which was full of Japanese troops, and
over eighty are 'believed to have been killed.

136. The reports of successful air strikes
against the escaping enemy were many and
varied. In .the credit for their success the
guerillas of Force 136 must equally share.
Their daring in approaching large enemy
parties and making sudden furious assaults on
them with gunfire and grenades before retiring
to their hideouts to plan further surprise raids,
was outstanding in this final killing of the
Japanese in Burma. The risks, too, which they
ran, while blatantly guiding aircraft on to
enemy concentrations, frequently involved them
in hazardous escapes. Many escapes were only
made possible indeed, by aircraft swooping in
between the levies and the enemy, strafing the
Japanese pursuers., If caught, guerillas were
tortured cruelly by .the enemy.

Tribute to R.A.F. from Guerilla Leader.
137. A tribute paid to -the Royal Air Force

in Burma came from the leader of one of these
courageous parties operating in the Okpyat
area of the Sittang.

" Both I and every guerilla would like to
make it known to every pilot who took part
in the battle of the Okpyat area just how,
much all the brilliant offensive action of the
R.A.F. fighter-bomber pilots was appre-
ciated," wrote Captain J. Waller, British
Officer in charge of Force 136 Guerillas,
Okpyat. " From our point of view on the
ground, we wished that we had more air
ground strips so that we could write in full
—'Hats off to the R.A.F. pilots. You are
killing hundreds of Japs and your perfect
co-ordination and patience in reading our
crude signals is saving the lives of many
thousands of defenceless civilians.'"
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138. Whilst these exploits revealed the mag-
nificent work of aircrews, they illustrated at
the same time the confidence and daring of the
British-led irregular, for whom the pilots of
221 Group squadrons felt most strongly that
it was a case of "Hats right off" to the
guerillas.

139. "From Letpangon we were attacked
by two hundred Japs at 23.30 hours. We only
killed fifteen of them, but we kept them there
for you to attack next day when you put in
two good strikes. They cleared out after dark,
and went on to Yindaikaein where you were
able to attack them again," said Captain
Waller.

140. The combined attacks on the Japanese
aircraft and guerilla parties constituted a war
of attrition on the enemy. They could never
be sure of safety in any village they passed
through, and roads, planked with thick scrub,
were a perpetual nightmare. The guerillas
were masters in the art of ambush. With the
air forces to supply and assist them they
seemed to be everywhere, and to know the
enemy's next move. This was evident from the
casualties they inflicted against the Japanese.

141. It was after an attack by air forces on
a large concentration of Japanese troops at
Letpangon, that the Okpyat Guerilla party,
which had been pinning down the enemy until
the aircraft arrived, went out in a most success-
ful mopping-up task.

•142. Captain Waller reported to the R.A.F.,
"We only killed 15 of .them but you killed
105 in three cracking good air strikes. You
also saved the lives of almost three thousand
occupants and evacuees in Okpyat who were
completely cut off."

Japanese Break-through from Pegu Yomas
Fails

143. The desperate and last bid by the 28th
Japanese Army to,escape across the Sittang
began on July 21st, when some 15,000 to 18,000
enemy troops, sick and demoralised, moved out
of the jungle and scrub shelter of the Pegu
Yomas.

144. The moment for which the squadrons
and Allied ground forces had been awaiting
had now come. The ground forces of 17
Indian Infantry Division, ranged in groups
along the 100 miles stretch of roadway between
Toungoo and Pegu, which formed part of the
railway corridor, engaged the enemy, bursting
over the road at several points simultaneously,
and slaughtered them-,

145. The squadrons of 221 Group were
switched over to this battle area in support
of 17 Division, and for almost nine days air
assault was directed on the wretched Japanese
as they made desperate attempts to reach the
Sittang River.

146. From a captured enemy document it
was revealed that the main break-through from
the Pegu Yomas had been delayed by the
enemy to allow the move of the Japanese
28th Army to co-ordinate. The greater part
of the Mayazaki Group (Lt.-Gen. G.O.C. 54
Division) had planned to attempt to cross the
Sittarig between Nyaungbentha and Pyu.
Coinciding with this move, Koba Group
(Major-General Koba) had planned another
major break out, and while the area of the

move was not determined, it was anticipated
that it would take place north of Toungoo in
19 Division area where .troops were deploying
along the Toungoo-Mawchi Road.

147. The enemy's plan was to form road
blocks at selected points and to pass through
them assisted by " Jitter Squads" to create
diversions. All movements were to be made
by night and the keynote of the break-through
was to be " speed " so that the maximum time
would be available for the collection of boats
and rafts from the Sittang river in order to
complete the crossing before daylight. The
enemy had planned, on reaching the Sittang.
to cross on a wide front using barges, rafts,
logs, bamboo poles and even petrol tins to
assist the buoyancy of escapees in the water.

148. It would be invidious to state .that one
squadron, more than another, inflicted the
greatest punishment on the escaping enemy.
All squadrons thrown into the "Battle of the
Break-through," overcoming monsoon with
low clouds and heavy rain for long periods,
did what was expected of them with credit.
The keenness of squadron ground personnel
was equal to the occasion. They worked hard
and ungrudgingly. All, indeed, in the air, as
well as on the ground, felt that something
substantial was being accomplished in this last
show-down with the Japanese in Burma.

149. The July killing lasted until the 29th.
The Thunderbolt squadrons, carrying three
500 lt>. bombs on each aircraft, played havoc
among concentrations of moving Japanese
troops. The Spitfires too, carrying one 500 Ib.
bomb on each aircraft, pursued the enemy
relentlessly, strafing them as they ran for cover.
As many as 62 sorties were flown on July 23rd
by Nos. 152 and 155 Squadrons.

150. The extent of the full air effort by the
R.A.F. squadrons in this battle cannot be
adequately measured in the many squadron re-
ports which told of the effectiveness and killings
made during their strikes. The confusion and
disruption caused among the Japanese forces,
amounted to almost chaos. More convincing,
perhaps, were the reports sent by 12th Army
Divisional Commanders to 'H.Q. 221 Group,
who were not slow to express their gratitude
for the support given to their troops.

151. After almost nine days of intense fight-
ing, the attempted break out by the Japanese
from the Pegu Yomas ended in utter and com-
plete failure. More .than 10,000 men were
killed, as against only three hundred odd
casualties sustained by the Allied forces. Out
of approximately 1,300 Japanese troops who
succeeded in crossing the Sittang between
Meikthalin and Wegyi, it was estimated that
500 of their number had been killed during
air strikes by Spitfires and Thunderbolts.

152. The whole Japanese plan for organised
escape petered out in the closing days of July,
and the air and ground attacks were then
transferred once more to the Sittang Bend,
where the other Japanese forces, to their credit,
had held out bravely in their struggle to keep
open the last doorway leading out of Burma.
In the July battle, R.A.F. squadrons had flown
a total of 3,045 sorties—92 per cent, of which
were offensive strikes in support of ground
troops, while a total weight of 1,490,000 Ib. of
bombs had been dropped.
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153. As the last few hundreds of exhausted
Japanese were making their escape to Moul-
mein with bitter recollections of the ordeal they
had passed through, Lieutenant-General Sir
Montague Stopford, G.O.C. 12th Army, when
recalling the severity of the weather, its flood-
ing, rains and cloud, showed his appreciation
of the RA.F. in these words :—

"Grateful if you would accept and pass
on to all ranks under your command my
most grateful thanks for the admirable sup-
port given during break-out battle and my
congratulations on splendid results achieved.
Flying conditions must have been most diffi-
cult but on all sides I hear nothing but
praise of the keenness and determination of
pilots to get through. You have all played
a great part in the Twelfth Army's first big
operation."
154. Over and above the R.A.F. contribu-

tion, our victory was won by our superiority
over the Japanese in training, fighting ability
and weapons; the accurate intelligence which
was obtained before the battle began; the fine
work of the guerillas, and above all the high
morale and fighting efficiency of the troops.

STRATEGIC AIR OPERATIONS.
A Well Sustained Offensive against Enemy

Supply and Communications.
155. With the capture of Rangoon and the

disbandment of the integrated Anglo-American
Strategic Air Force on June 1st, the R.A.F.
•heavy bombers of 231 Group were left to carry
out the next phase of the battle against the
enemy's' communications leading to Singapore,
and on other important targets.

156. The partnership which had been forged
between heavy bomber units of No. 231 Group,
R.A.F., and the 7th Bombardment Group,
U.S.A.A.F. had, over a period, produced a
striking force so effective that it (brought about
a serious disruption to Japanese strategic com-
munications in this Theatre, with a critical
decline in the quantity of supplies intended for
their ground forces in Burma.

157. The departure of the 7th Bombardment
Group had one important significance. The
Group had operated twelve aircraft fitted with
" Azon " equipment, consisting of a radio trans-
mitter in the aircraft and a radio receiver on
the bomb which, once released, could be guided
in such a way that [line errors could Ibe
eliminated. Throughout the series of " bridge-
busting " missions on the (Burma-Siam railway,
which, on account of anti-aircraft defences
could not ,be (attacked from low level by
Liberators, the Azon equipment was used with
great success.

158. The destruction of bridges in Burma
and Siam, notably on the Bangkok-Pegu rail-
way, which was one of the principal tasks of
the Strategic Air Force, was a vital factor in
crippling the enemy's land communications.

159. In a six-month period between De-
cember 1944 and May 1945, there was photo-
graphic confirmation of (bridge destruction as
shown hereunder:—

Destroyed Damaged
Rail 96 36
Road 13 4

Total 109 40

160. Feverish efforts made by the Japanese
engineers, who worked with great energy re-
pairing and rebuilding bridges, failed to keep
open many of the vital communications upon
which the Japanese in Southern Burma
depended.

Greater Distances Flown to Target Areas.
161. On the Allied occupation of Rangoon,

R.A.F. Liberators carried the heavy bomber
offensive much further afield into the enemy-
occupied territories of South East Asia, in-
volving frequent flights of over 1,000 miles
radius from then* Indian bases in Bengal. This
was inevitable, as the newly occupied airfields
in Southern Burma, after the capture of Ran-
goon, were not yet big enough to take heavy
bombers. The long distance flights undertaken
by these aircraft across the Bay of Bengal in
difficult monsoon, weather were most
hazardous.

162. From Moulmein, at the mouth of the
Salween River, to Victoria Point, the southern-
most tip in Burma, is nearly 500 miles. This
coastal tip, known as the Tenasserim, together
with Japanese bases in the Andaman Islands,
came in for attention by the heavy bombers
after our entry into Rangoon. ' Nearly 1,000
tons of bombs were dropped by the R.A.F.
squadrons during May, which reflected the
determination of the crews to carry on their
heavy bombing work in the disruption of the
enemy's communication system. Indeed, what
was to have been a V.E.-Day celebration in
May, was spent by crews of the squadrons
standing by for an attack on shipping in the
Andamans. This cultimated in a bombing raid
on May 17th against the most westerly Japanese
base in the Bay of Bengal—Port Blair. The
bombing force on this occasion concentrated
on important harbour installations, including
marine workshops at Phoenix Bay, while
buildings at Hope Town, the main coaling
point, were destroyed. A large orange red
explosion, with flames rising up to 1,500 feet,
was seen by the crews after they had hit their
target. The enemy had fortified the whole area
of Port Blair with shore batteries and A.A.
guns, which succeeded in shooting down one
of our aircraft.

163. But the main battle against the enemy's
communications—notably those affecting Singa-
pore—was now on. The same air strategy
which had disrupted the Japanese supply line
between Bangkok and Rangoon was applied in
the succeeding months with equal effectiveness '
to the line linking Bangkok with Singapore.

164. Communications on this mountainous
peninsula, embracing territory of three States—
Burma, Siam and Malaya—had, for the most
part, been seaborne, though, as the Japanese
advance in 1941 showed, Singapore still had
a backdoor by means of the rail route to the
north.

165. With the sea lanes in the Strait of
Malacca made more and more hazardous for
Japanese shipping through the effectiveness of
our mine-laying from the ah- and the vigilance
shown by R.N. submarines, the enemy was
forced to fall back steadily on the use of the
Bangkok-Singapore railway for the movement
of supplies. This line snaked for a thousand
miles up the narrow neck of land between the
Gulf of Siam and the Andaman Sea.
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166. Not all the stretch of railroad was
within range of the R.A.F. Liberators. With
persistence, however, they succeeded in getting
as far south from their bases in India as the
Bay of Bandon at the Isthmus of Kra, to
inflict heavy damage on the important railway
junction of Jumbhorn at the narrowest part
of the Isthmus.

Enemy's concern over Systematic Damage
167. I must express most sincere admiration

for the aircrews who flew these Liberators such
abnormally long distances, frequently through
atrocious monsoon weather, to bomb their
targets in Siam and Malaya.

168. Crews of Bomber Command in Europe
flew 1,200 mile round trips to Berlin when
attacking targets hi the capital of the Reich, but
the R.A.F. Liberators in South East Asia flew
from their bases in India round trips well over
2,000 miles to bomb objectives at Bangkok,
and other targets on the Isthmus of Kra. This
is equal to a flight from London to Naples or
well to the east of Warsaw—flights, it should
be noted, which the R.A.F Liberators in my
Command carried out regularly against the
Japanese.
. 169. The concern of the enemy over the
systematic damage to, and destruction of, their
lines of communication in Siam and Malaya
was revealed in a document which came into
our hands entitled " Protection of Communica-
tions ". This document called upon Japanese
Unit Commanders to overhaul then* A.A.
defence methods as "enemy aircraft are
carrying out continuous and unceasing attacks
on our rear communications and planning to
cut our rear lines altogether. We must perfect
our counter-measures."

170. The enemy's increased vigilance, how-
ever, appeared to make no material difference
to the preservation of their rail bridges, dumps,
water towers, locomotives, rolling stock and
shipping.

171. On June 5th, seven Liberators attacked
railyards at Surasdhani on the Bangkok-
Singapore line. Surasdhani was an important
supply post for the Japanese and, to reach it,
our bomber crews flew for 17 hours, mostly
across the Bay of Bengal, and through some
of the worst weather which the monsoon
during 1945 had produced. This flight of 2,400
miles was one of the longest undertaken, up
to that time, on a heavy bombing mission in
this Theatre. The bombing was well concen-
trated, and the results were good. Subsequent
reconnaissance confirmed all claims made by
the crews.

Liberators sink 10,000-ton Japanese Tanker.
172. A shipping strike in Siamese waters on

June 15th, when a 10,000-ton Japanese tanker
was set on fire and left sinking by the stern,
was one of the most noteworthy operations of
its kind during the closing stages of the war
against Japan in South East Asia.

173. To effect this strike, aircraft had to
make a round trip of approximately 2,500
miles to the expected anchorage, the route
being almost entirely over the Bay of Bengal
and the Andaman Sea.

174. The tanker was the largest enemy vessel
reported in Siamese waters for many months,
and was believed to be one of the last of its

size remaining to the Japanese in the Southern
Area. It was sighted by a Sunderland aircraft
of 222 Group when it was apparently trying to
make a northbound run through the Gulf of
Siam and along the east coast of the Malay
Peninsula. The tanker had an escort.

175. The Air Forces at the disposal of 231
Group for this strike were four heavy bomber
squadrons—Nos. 99, 159, 355 and 356,
equipped with Liberator Mark V aircraft. A
detachment of six aircraft from No. 159
Squadron, based in India, moved down
temporarily to Akyab, on the Arakan, for the
operation. This enabled the aircraft of the
detachment to load up during the night and
to take off at 0900 hours on the day of the
strike. They were, therefore, the last squadron
in to attack.

176. Due to exceedingly bad weather
encountered by all aircraft on the route to the
target, a number of the aircraft were forced to
abandon the operation and returned to base.
The master bomber and deputy master bomber
were, unfortunately, included in this number.
The remaining aircraft, which pressed on, came
upon their target in the early afternoon as the
tanker was moving past Samui Island. An
escort was some distance away.

. 177. Three aircraft of 99 Squadron attacked
the tanker at low level but did not succeed iri
securing hits. All three aircraft were damaged
by A.A. fire from the escort vessel and the
tanker itself. One aircraft had a fin shot off.
After delivering its attack, it eventually reached
Mingaladon Airfield, Rangoon, where it
crash-landed. The second aircraft, also
damaged, by A.A. fire, crash-landed at
Akyab.

178. The battle against the tanker was con-
tinued later with three aircraft of 356 Squadron
attacking at low level, and a direct hit pro-
duced fire and a series of explosions. The
tanker still fought back fiercely, and all three
aircraft were damaged by A.A. fire, one of
which crashed when landing at Salbani in Ben-
gal. The fight continued with the arrival of
three further aircraft from 159 Squadron which
pressed home the attack, claiming four and
possibly six hits. With smoke billowing to
7,000 feet, the tanker was left burning from
stem to stern and sinking. The tanker's escort
succeeded in making its escape.

179. Subsequent reconnaissance showed that
the tanker was sunk, the funnel and mast were
seen showing above the sea.

1180. Loss of so vital a supply vessel as an
oil tanker of 10,000 tons, particularly at a tune
when supply meant everything to the enemy
in South East Asia, added further to the em-
barrassment of the Japanese.

181. For this outstanding success I sent a
message of congratulation to Major-General
J. T. Durrant, S.A.A.F., who, on June 15th,
had assumed Command of 231 Group, vice
Air Commodore F. J. W. Mellersh, C.B.E.,
A.F.C., repatriated to the United Kingdom.

182. The attack on the Japanese tanker
ended a month of most successful shipping
strikes by the air forces of 231 Group during
June, for, on June 1st, Liberators had surprised
enemy vessels at Satahib in the Gulf of Siam,
when a 335-foot submarine depot ship—
" Angthong "—was sunk.
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183. The stranglehold on the Japanese sup-
ply and communications system was further
tightened on June 24th, when Liberators des-
troyed two important bridges at Kanchanaburi,
eighty miles west of Bangkok. The raid on
these bridges across the Meklong River at
Kanchanaburi was a disruption of serious con-
sequence on the Burma—Siam railway. The
ultimate result of this attack was that three
spans were demolished and one span displaced.

184. Strategic bombing by the air forces of
this Command drastically cut down the u&e of
the enemy's railroads, compelling the transfer

-of more and more supplies to road and sea
transport, which inevitably slowed up the
enemy's war supply machine.

185. When the A.C.S.E.A. Command
formed in December, 1943, our heavy bomber
effort was only 449 tons dropped by Libera-
tor aircraft. In 1944 the figure had risen to
3,846 tons, and by August, 1945, it had again
risen to a total of 9,441 tons.

186. Behind these tonnages is evidence of
the contribution by the heavy bomber aircraft
of this Command to the overall strategy of the
Supreme Allied Commander, South East
Asia, in bringing about the disruption of
Japanese supply and road, rail and sea com-
munications.

AIR SUPPLY
A Testing Period for Squadron?

During Monsoon
187. Although the capture of Rangoon

brought an end to the more intensive Army-
Air co-operation in Burma, the day by day
air supply for ground troops concentrated in
Southern Burma, and still engaging large
isolated forces of the enemy, was still main-
tained.

188. There was no alternative. Air supply, it
was realised, would have to meet the Army's
demands until seaborne supplies 'began to func-
tion, and road and rail communication inland
from Rangoon were re-established.

189. Much was being done to hurry forward
rehabilitation in Rangoon generally and to get
port facilities working, but this was no easy
task. Looting of property and bomb damage
to those essential services which are .the main-
spring of a busy commercial port were exten-
sive. Entry of larger ships into the harbour
was also delayed until dredging of the river
channel was completed, while there was the
additional task of repairing docks, wharves, and
badly disrupted road and rail communications.
All these were vital factors which indirectly
affected supply to a vast Allied ground force
which had pushed its way into Rangoon.

4190. The period May to August, 1945—
covering the re-entry of the Allied forces into
Rangoon, and later the surrender of Japan—
cannot be termed spectacular in air supply
operations, when reckoned against such efforts
as persisted during the Allied advance down
through Burma earlier in the year, and the
supply tonnage record was broken in April,
1945, with 2,900 tons on one day. But it
was, nevertheless, an exacting period for squad-
rons and personnel alike, for the following
reasons: —

(a) The period of the monsoon had set
in, making flying exceedingly hazardous in
so mountainous a country as Burma.

1(6) With the disintegration of the British
and American Air Forces after 1st June,
1945, American Transports were withdrawn,
leaving R.A.F. squadrons of No. 232 Group
to continue air supply operations unaided.

i(c) Supply demands made by H.Q. Allied
Land Farces were not immediately reduced
:after entry into Rangoon. On the contrary,
the Army persisted in a continuance of air
isupply on a scale which it was not always
practicable to meet in face of atrocious
weather and fewer available aircraft.
191. The departure of the American trans-

port squadrons towards the end of May, 1945,
resulted in a corresponding reduction in air
supply to the ground forces. With hostilities
in Burma virtually over, this was only to be
expected. What air supply did not anticipate
was the enormous concentration of Allied
ground forces which had pushed into Ran-
goon at the last minute to ensure its speedy
capture. These troops had still to be fed and
supplied, as had the Allied ground forces en-
gaging the remnants of the Japanese main
Army trapped in the Pegu Yomas of Southern
Burma as the result of the rapid Allied drive
to Rangoon.

192. Throughout the campaign in Burma it
had been the practice to pool the air resources
for the mutual benefit of the British and
American elements of Eastern Air Command.
The result had been a -building up of a
balanced organisation known as Combat Cargo
Task Force, capable of operating at an in-
tensive rate of air supply.

193. The operational achievement of Combat
Cargo Task Force, covering the period October,
1944 (the date of its inception) to the end of
May, 1945, when disintegration took place, is
best indicated toy the following figures:—

Total hours flown 386,283
Supplies carried (short tons) 332,136
Number of .persons carried 339,137
Number of casualties carried 94,243
Total tonnage carried, in-

cluding weight of persons
and casualties 379,707

Forecast for Air Lift after Rangoon.
194. From the examination of results

achieved during the advance through Burma,
and the lessons learned, it was possible, in
the middle of May, to agree that each transport
squadron's effort as from 1st June, 1945 to
31st July, could be 125 hours per aircraft
for the month. This demanded an effort of
156 hours per aircraft on the squadron strength.

195. A better flow of reinforcement aircraft
was expected, which would thus greatly help
towards making the new transport effort pos-
sible, also a stepping-up and increase in effi-
ciency of maintenance organisation, with con-
sequent increased monthly output and quicker
turn-round of aircraft undergoing repair, was
taking place.

196. On the assumption that two R.A.F.
squadrons were made available for airborne
training by 1st June, that internal airlines re-
quirements were met, and that U.SA.A.F.
transport squadrons were all out of the Theatre
from 10th June, it was calculated that the
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following transport aircraft would be avail-
able :—

1-10 June—
8 R.A.F. Squadrons—240 C-47
4th C.C. Group—100 C-46

11 June-31 July—
8 R.A.F. Squadrons—240 C-47

197. On such a basis, the capacity for the
daily lift on long tons of squadrons was
estimated as under:—

1-10 June—
1,474 long tons

11 June-31 July—
800 long tons

198. This capacity measured against the
.Army's requirements of 14th May, 1945,
showed the following situation in tons:—

ALFSEA Capacity to
Period requirement Deliver

tons tons
1— 8 June 1,310 1,474
9—10 „ 1,070 1,474

11—18 „ 1,070 880
19 June—8 July 840 880
9—31 July 600 880

199. On calculation, therefore, a total sur-
plus capacity of 2,120 tons existed from 1-10
June, and a deficiency of 1,520 tons from 11-18
June, giving a surplus airlift. The surplus air-
lift from 1-10 June, it was calculated, could
be stock-piled to offset the deficiency from
11-18 June. From these calculations, there-
fore, it was considered that the transfer of the
U.S.A.A.F. squadrons could be accepted with-
out detriment to any foreseen operations. Un-
fortunately, a variety of factors militated
against this target which had been so carefully
planned.

Some Difficulties with the Army over Supply.
200. On llth June, Advanced H.Q.

A.L.F.S.E.A. signalled direct to the Supreme
Allied Commander that the short fall in air
transport for the first nine days in June totalled
955 long tons, and asked, therefore, for the
retention of No. 238 Squadron already overdue
to go to the Pacific.

201. I proceeded to Rangoon to discuss this
matter more fully with Lieutenant General Sir
Oliver Leese, C.-in-C, A.L.F.S.E.A. and
Major^General OBastyan (JMajor-General Ad-
ministration), A.L.F.S.E.A.

202. The Army had come fully briefed, and
it was obvious that any detailed discussion
in Rangoon without a full knowledge of all
factors would place the Air Force at a dis-
advantage. Accordingly, I signalled Air Com-
mand to take all possible measures to lessen
the short fall and, for this purpose, to allocate
22 additional Dakotas at once. Upon my re-
turn to Command, at Kandy, J held a full
discussion on the problem.

203. The varied aspects of the problem are
worth detailing since they illustrate the many
links upon which air transport depended at
the time, and also the strong disinclination of
the Army to accept responsibility for break-
downs in air supply. Factors which had upset
the ah* supply target planned in the middle of
May included the following:—

(a) The reinforcement flow had not been
sufficient to equip the squadron up to a

Unit Equipment of 24 plus 6 as planned and,
in consequence, aircraft strength was 12 per
cent, deficient.

(6) Ramree airfield, which had been built
by the Army for the express purpose of
monsoon air supply operations, was often
so waterlogged that aircraft could not get
off.

(c) There had been an epidemic of main
bearing failures in Dakota aircraft engines
which had caused an appreciable drop in
serviceability; one squadron needed 26 new
engines.

(d) Although we had' a margin of surplus
lift available in May, the Army could not
take advantage of it in June, • owing to
shortage of transport.

(e) Army demands remained high because
they could not withdraw sufficient troops
through Rangoon due to shipping and com-
munication difficulties.

204. It was decided to take the following
steps:—

(i) Inform B.A.F.S.E.A. that the allot-
ment of 24 aircraft to each squadron was
of the greatest urgency.

(ii) Press the Army for better drainage of
Ramree airfield.

(iii) Transfer as soon as possible one or
two transport squadrons from Ramree to
Akyab.

(iv) Give the squadrons a target of 100
short tons per day. This was desirable, for
it provided a goal that could be reached,
and prevented the frustration that had so
often been felt in the past at being given a
target impossible of achievement. Any
margin above the stated figure would be in
the nature of a bonus and have a stimulating
moral .effect.

•(v) Withdraw one of the two squadrons
engaged from airborne training and employ
it on transport. This would give a total
of 810 long tons a day against the Army
requirements of 880. The difference was so
small that it could surely be made up by
inland water transport or other means and
would certainly entail no drastic cut in
rations or amenities.
205. Even then, air transport problems were

not solved. There were still in Burma tactical
squadrons whose speedy withdrawal for refit
and training in preparation for " Zipper/Mail-
fist" Operation could not be effected through
the overloaded land and sea lines of communi-
cation. The only method of withdrawing
these units in sufficient time was to fly them
out. I decided, therefore, that such a task
held priority over the airborne training 96
Squadron was accomplishing at that time, and
accordingly I received the Supreme Allied
Commander's agreement to 96 Squadron's
temporary withdrawal to enable air lift to be
provided for R.A.F. personnel and equipment
of the units already mentioned.

Transport Preparations for " Zipper I Mail-
fist".

206. An important step was taken hi July
when I directed that Air Force representation
should be made available for Army planning
bodies in order to prevent the Army supply
authorities from budgeting for airlift which




