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“QREAORD :

This analysie of tho preliminary phases, inoluding the Battle off 3
Formosa, of the Battle fc. weyte Gulf was prepared by the Naval War
Collepge. Tt is based or. informaiion from both Allied aud Japaness
gources which is wides and nore complete than that available to
writers ou thie subjecc up to this time. It endeavors to maintain at
all timss, the viewpo ut of the ocmmanders of the units involved on
bcth sides.

Complete irniormation from all sources, was not available to this
analysis. This was especially true of Japanese Army and Navy land-
based aircraft in the Philinsines, <f Japanemz Army airoraft in
¥ormosa, and of Japsnese submarine operatlons sndg dispesitionse It
wns also true connerning the thought piocesses whien notlvated certain
of the Japunesd senlor commandsrs, rnotably CinC, Combined Flest, since
foa reports of this action by such sentor ofPlcers have booun discoversd.
A1l known sources of such int'ormatioa in thn lInited States and in Japan
~ore uxaminod but with only limited siccess. New facts and ciroum-
stancous, thersfore, may come to lipht from time to time which may
chanse sowo of the analyses praduced asrein.

la view of the oritical naturc of this analysis an effort has beon
made in cervain importunt situaticns to place the critic in the position
of tho commnnder in order Lo obtain the latter's point of views In
empleylag this system it ie realized that althouph tho ceritic can often
succead iu placing hinself sufficlently near tho positiou of the com-
marder for any practioal purpecses, in many instances he muy not suc-
ceed in doing 3o,

Because of the nature of tho Allied victery at Leyto Gulf and uhe
numerous controversies which have arissn concerning ii, as complote a
sludy ns poasible of the proliminary phases has been provided,

Thuse prelimiuvary phases and, espocially the Battle off Formosa,
wore & rosl tust of the capabilities of Allied sarrier-hased aircraft
versus Janaunese land-basod aircrafl® and of the existing Allied and
Japanese coucepts councerning ths employment of these wecapons, It wag
also a teat of the combat abllity of the vari-us commanders on both
sices, The pages of history have fuvariably revoaled defects in
command in similer situations, ani it would have baen surprising had
such defucts not gppeared in these operaticvns.

This battle roaffirmed the lesson co oflsu forgotten - that the
test of battle is tho only test whioch proves the combut ability of

) -i-civ




CONPEPRIRERT

Ry commanders, The abiliy or lack of ability of the various commanders

‘ in the art of war became apparent., Valor alone was shown to ve in-
sufficient, for valor is not an attribute of only one race, but is an
attritute zad a heritare of many recee, The indispensable gqualifica-
tion fei command, the art of war, was shown to be the ability in
comhat to apply the scieince of war to active military situatione.

I The present senicr officers of the Navy are well aware of tho
roasong for changes in estahblished dootrines and in tho developuent
- of new ones. But this cannot necessarily be said of the coumanders of

: the future, who very probably will be inexperienced in compand in war.

Finally. all comments and criticiszms are designed to be oconstructive,
By indicating what appear tc be sound snd unsound decisions, and the ap-
parent reasons for arriving at them, it is hoped to nvovoke earnest
thought among prospective commanders end thus to impvove professional
' judgment in command.

SOWERNLLL,
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tacad Naval Air ‘orcss
(a) Basic Agreemert
(b) Implementing Agreement
{4) Summai:on
(b) Inorormetion ovailrbie to the Japamnuas Cummenders
(o) Japancse land-based aircraft
(1) Crganization end Compoaition of Japanese Adr
Forces in 5outhern Kyusbu, Wansei Shoto,
Formusa and Philippines
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(o Formosa, Nansei Shoto, Scuthern
Kyushu Arsé
\b) Fhilippines Area

(2) Types and Generel Characterigtice of Japanese

Aireraft Employed in Land Operetiors
(a) Fighter Airoraft
(b} Bomber Aircreft
(c) Attaocl: Aircraft
(a) Reconnaiscance
(e) Aircrait Radar Cheracteriustics

(3) Jlgnnose Air Bases

(a) Xyushu

(b) Nansei Shoto
(o) Foraoss

{4) Philippines

(4) Japaners Alr 3earch and Regornalssince
(1) Formoaa, Nanssl Shoto, Southera Kyushu
(2) Philiopinea Aroa

(=) Japanass Deployymeat, Naval aad Air rorous
{1) General Discussion

(a) Comsanlor Mobils Forve Alloontions prior %o
Ootober 10th

%) Commandor Advance Expead’tlonary Force
(Submarine Force) Operetions pridec to
Ootobsyr 10th

{c) Alart oa Ootober Oth

(2) Operations of Coabized Flset and FOURTH Air Aruwy

(1) Operations on October 1th
(a) Operations of CinC, Conbined Flaat

Honrs Okinawa undor attuck by Allied
carvier planes

CinC, coubinad Flset at Shinouiku

Direota CofS to issue orders

CofS alarts 3:30 Two for basy air foross
oaly

Cof'3 oriers CARDIV'a THREE and FOUR to
complatae preparations for lan¢-br.aed
air osperantions

Discusaion of this order

CinC, Couvined Fleot alsrts 1O One and
SHO Two for bnse alr forces only

Disoussion of this order

Advises extent FIFTH taue Alr Fource is
to be committed

Reoni7ys Commander SIXTH Bass Alr Force
Dispatoh outlining plmas

Cot'S, Combined Flast dlrects SECOND
Striking Force prepare for sortie
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224-227
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257-243

e30-241

“41-2423
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244,452
244«274
244-207

244
244
245
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Recelives estimatie or situation from
Commender Gcuthwest Area Fleot
Rocelves contact report at 2230 ‘
(b) Operations of Ccnmander Mobile For<e
i Roceivues orders to vomp)ate preparations
for land-based operations of cifrier
planes B
Receives orders prepare sortie JICOND
S Strikiug Force
S e (1) Operations of Commander FIRST
o Striking Force
(2) Cperations of Commander Maim Force
Crdears 634th and 653rd Alr Groups to
expeilte preparstions for transfer
to southera Kyushu
(3) Ouarations of Commander SECONDL
Striking Forocoe
Reneives orders to expedite sortie
rreparationg SECOND Striking Foroce
A | Fuels his command
' (¢) Ooarntions of Buse Air Forces, Octover 10th
(1) Operations of Commander SIATH Hase
=" Air Foroe
' Conducta routinoe sesrches
p Retires units of the “I™ Force
» Baseg at Takso
’ Hears Okinawa under attack by
Alliesd Carrisr plenes
Launchas searchea from Kanoya
Learns that ™T™ Force in nortiern
Kyushu js compleating attack
preparatiuns
Receives certain ordewrs aad info;mation
Ordors his command to olarify over-all
“ o enemy situation and to destroy euemy
task force
Hears Kannya soarches negative
“T® Foros commesnces attack operations
Receimes contact report on Alllied
carriers
(2) Overatiors of Comuander FIFTH Base
o Alr TForce
. Nears Okinawa under attack by Allied
sarrieir planes
Receives orderas fruin CinC, Combined
Fleet
Alarts his command on orders Commander
Southwust Aroa Fleet
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(¢)

Operations o CG FOURTH Alr Army

(2) Operationa on October 1lltn

(a)

(b)

(e)

Oporationa of CinC, Combined Fleat
tober 1llth
Reocolves report on Okinewn attack

Receives report that Nansel Shoto airfislds

are operational as of 0800
Receives coatact report on (a) surface
force bearing SSE distant 380 miles from
Naha (b) Allied carrier task group dis-
tant 51€ miles from Manila
Receives intelligence report from Tokyo
Desscribing TF 38
Recoives several oontuot reports
Loearns of Allied air attuck on Luzon
Air searches from Xyuwshu and Oki.~re
negative
CofS ocancels sortie alart of SECOND
Strikiag Force
Orders submarines to Nansoi Shoto-Formosa
ares to attack enewy
Oporations of Ccmmander Mobila Force
(1) Operations of Commandar FIRST
Striking Force
(2% Opsrations of Cormmander Main Foroce
(3) Operations of Commander SECOND
Striking Force
Receives orders cancelling sortle
alert SECCHL Sviriking Foroe
Operationa of Rase Air Forces Ootober 1llth
(1) Operstiona of Commender STIXT! Base
Air Foroe
Reco.-wn reports of attacks on Oklnawa
Recaeives 0300 contact report on Allted
task Toroo
Launches search planes
Receives 1105 contuot report on Allied
task group
Receives intellizence report from
Tokyo desorikbing TF 38
Recnives additional contsot reporis
Learns of Allied air attack on Luzon
Orilers “I™ Foroce to Okiaawn to attack
4llied ocarriers east Formosa
Contaot mads at 224b on thres sepiurate
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(a)

(2) Jperations of Commander FIFTH Base
Alr Force
Revcaives seversl cortact reports
Hears Allied air attack on Aparri
Planes uot disperaed at Aperri
Claims damage, illies, Japanese
Operations »f CG FOURTH Alr Army

(3) Operat’.ous of Octcber iZth

{a)

'b)

Opsrations of CinC, Coudined Fiset

Receives coutact repcrt 2245 precading
day on three saparsto Allisd carrier
tusk groups

Rsceives 0240 contao’: report om edditiomal
£1llied carrier tasc group

J'ornosa alertad to probabllity of attack

‘formosa attacked et 0648

Receivar reports sasmy planvs

SLinohiku attacked

Claims demage Lllius, Japanese

Receives oontauot raports on Allied
carrier giroup:

CofS wotlvates SHD Ope sud SHO Two for
base air forces

Disoussjon of this order

CofS, Combined Flset directs Commander
Mobiis Foroe place amll operational ocarrier
airoruft under Cormmender SIXTH Base Alr
Force

CofS, Combined Fleet direcots China Area
Fleet to ocnoentrata fighter strength
in Formosa under Commander SIXTH Base
Air Foroe

Receives contmot report on enemy s.rface
force

Reneives oonmtact reports on three Ailied
carrier task groups

Iotervogates pilots and gaius felue im-
preesion ebout results on attacks

Japanase olaims greatly exaggerated

Operations of Commander Mcblle Foroe
October 1l2th

Transfers carrier plines to Ksgoshima,
Kanoys mnd Ibusuki

Disapproves of these transfers:

Advised dy Cof$, Combined Fleet that csrriez
foroe was not to be used

(1) Operations of Comaunder FIRST

Striking Force
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} (2) Oporations of Commander Main For:e 304-305
| (3) Operations of Commnnder SEUOHND
k Striking Force 305-306 .
- {¢c) Operations of Busa Air Forces October l2th  306-320 1
: (1) Operavions of Commandsr SIXTH Base !
Air Force 306=319 !
Decides Allies nlar strike [¢rmosu or
Luton 307
Orders "“T" Force to Okimawa during
da-kneus 307
Receives 0240 comtact report 308
Numerous searchas underway 303-309
. Discussion 3089
P Formoga attuclied 309
! Rscuives contact revorts on allied
: carrior taik foroe 310
| Learns “T™ torce to attack trom Kyushu 311
| Claims of damage at Shinchiku 311
! Receives dispatches from CinC,
N Combined Fleet 311-712
! Ordors additional searchea beocause
‘ loss of contmct, Disoussion 313-215
: Orders ceartain planes of SEVENTH Base
Air Foroce to Kyushu 315
"7 Forse departs Kanoya 31.6-3158
Reogives additional sircraft 315
Receives 1650 contaot report on Allied
: Surface Foroe 317
b Receivos oontact report by "T" Force
{ on three enemy tasi groups (TF 38)
A east of Garen Bi aistnnt 120-140 miles 317
B “r* Foroce attacks TF 3% and clalms ten
. ships set afire, four (carriere) sunk 317-318
{ Effoct of claims on Commandei SIXTH Base
Air Force 314
E (2) Operations of Commander FIVTE Base
' Alr Force 313-320
Recuivexs orders Comnander Southwsst
! Area Force to duatroy T¥ 38 using
i full ctrungth 515-320
{ Fails to compiee preparations for
A attack on October 12th 320
J {¢) Operatiors of CG FOURTH Air Army J20-521
! Plunn attack TF 3¥ in coopsration with
Commander FIFITH 3sse Air Foroce 320-321
(4) Operations on Cotober 13th 321-3438
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(a)

(v)

(o)

Operstions of CinC, Combined Fleet
Receives olaims of damage inflioted on
enemy
Receives Commander SIXTH Bass Air Force
dispatch (0314) Zirecting aircraft of
CARDIV's [FREE and FOUR prepare nove
to Formosa
Discussion
Reoeives 0710 and C7123 contao: report on
two Allled oarrier task groups east of
Formosa
Learns Navzl Generel Staff reduced claims
to two enomy: ships sunk, two moderately
damaged
Receives trird, 1040, conteot raport on
Allied carrier task g-oup
Leurns that plenes (43) from Kyushu and
Philippines (170) have departed to at:ack
Genorel air offensive ordered
Discussion
Lesrns “T" Force claims demage on TF 38
Learce "T" Force to attack next dey
Learns Fhiliprine sttack group has
returued to base without attacking
CinC, Combined Flent's protable estimatse
of damage tc Tk 38
Receives CofS, Combined Fleet sstimate
“nore than six ships sunk cr afire®
"lzal probable estimate
Learns submarine I-:3 had depsrted Xure
for uea
Operetlons of Ccmmander Mobile Force
Learns planes CARDIV's THREE and FOUR
to be sent Formosa
(1) Operstions of Coumander FIRST
Striking Force
'2) Operations of Commander Ma‘n Force
"3) Oparstions of Commander SECOND
Striking Foroe
(lperationd of tho Base Air Forces,
Ootober 13th
(1) Operations of ¢cmmander SIXTH
Base Alr Force
Eztimates situation
Ovders, 0314, all units except “T*
Force Kyushu to prepare tc depioy
Formoss and attack TF 38 from there
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: Reaceives “T" Force sttack plan 333-334
:-i Launches air searches 334
i Receives 0710 end 0713 oontact
“ reports trom one plane on TF 38 334-336
N Learns of Al113d air attacks oa Formosa 335
T Receivea Naval Coneral Suaff eatimate
of “T" Forco attack precediug day 36
Receiven additicnal ocontaoct reports 336
% WI* Force search plaupes (4) depart
. Eancya 337
) Loarns that Commander SEVENTH Base Air
Foroce was transferring tc Kyushu
(260 planes) and CARDIV's THREE and
FOUR (172 planes) 337-338
C wo® Force (3R plenes) departed 1300«
1410 Kyushu to attsck TF 23 338
. Learns Philippine planes to assist 339
y Situation ns of mid-afternoon 3392240
.o “T* Force attacks F 38 341-343
' Dameges FRANKLIN; torpedoes CANBERRA 341.342
; Re~eutimates siturtion 344
‘ Decides order general attack 324
" Learns “T™ Force claims of damage 345
Learns that 444 planes will attaol
- TF 38 on following dey 345.246
£ (2) Operations of Commander FIFTE Rase
’ Alr Force 346~347
: Luunches 131t air attack from Claxk
’ vield 347
? Lack cof ooordination betwews FIFTH
and SIXTH Base Alr Forcea in attacks
on TF 38 347
Faile to execute atiack because bad
weather 347
(d) Oporations of CG FOURTE Air Arwy 347
{6) Operations on October l4th 348263
(a) Operations of CinC, Combined Fleet 348382
Allied FPlanes (260) strike Formcasa at 0716 3468-349
Receives vontact repcerta on two carrier task
groups off Formoga ard cme RDF fix 349
Learns that B-29's (100) from Chica bases
Y have hit Takeo 349
g Discussion on intelligonce 360
= Receives CofS Dispatch directing SECOND
Striking Force to sortie 360
Discussion 3560=-352

First attack wave Kyushu bmsed plenea sattaock
T} 38 and claims damaging four carriers
{actuslly demaged HANCOCK only) 353
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PAGE
_ May have received thres additicnal contact
' reports 1300, 1€30 and 1850 on Allied
. oarrier task groups 363
- Issues 1808 special victory dicpatch olaim-
- ing defeat of TF 38 363
Recelves 20356 dispatch from fof8 claiming
very heavy sinkings of Allied carriers 354
Discussion 354=355
- Learns second attack wave Kyushu based
. planes fails locate enemy 3656
o Recsives reports third attack wave Kyushu
- based planes sank one carrier, one light
carrier, oue escort carrier, oue battle-
. ship, one heavy oruiser, protably sank
‘f one light oarriur, one battleship, two
.1 1ight crulsers demaging one battleship.
S (Aotually torpedoed HOUSTON only) 356~356
Recolives CofS FIRST Striking Force dirpatoh
¢ 2260, advising thet force being directed
\ complete bLeitle prepsrations by evenlug
. Ootober 15th 36
(b) Cperatiors of Command>- Mcbile Foroe 366
Reosives orders directing SECOND Striking
Force sortie 366-3867
Orders units not ordered wortie to join
' Main Force 357
4 (1) Operationa of Commander FIRST Striking
o Force 3pT=808
! Learns of B-29 attacks ¢n Formoss 368
Orders AKTSHIMO and FAZASHIMO to Manils 368
Lowtt syavs depart 1600 368
Receives TinC, Cumbined Fleet's victory
dispatch 368
Receives CinC, Combined Fleot's dispatch
2003 indicetiug TF 38 had lost nime to
thirte in carriers 358-3869
Believes it axaggorated snd correctly
decides invasion Philippines
inevitible 359
Discussion 369
i Orders his vommand complete battle
W preparations by svening Octover 16th  3b¢
i {2) Oporaticus of Commandsy Main Force 359-3480
Receives vaita from SECOND Striking
Force 3569-.360
' (Z) Operations of Commender SECOND Striking
: Foros 360-3€2
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Receives, 1230. CinC, Combined Fleet
orders sortie, attack destroy enemy
damaged ships

Holds conference Iwakuni on projected
operations

Decides depart Iwakuni 2400 pass
thru Bungo Suido at 0700

(c) Operations of the Base Air Forces Octobex
14tk
(1) Operations of Commarder SIXTH Base
Air Foreo

Receives infcrmation compoesition TF
38 from allied carrier pllot

Launches morning aearches

Recelves information about Allied
attacks on lormosa

Recelves two contact reports, 0750 and
0840 on carrier task groups, and onc
0728 Oy Fix, 0900

Commander FIFTY-FIRST Air Flotilla
Attack Plan employing 444 planes

Learns of Allied attack on Aparri

Contacts TG 38.4 off Manila

Discussion

Receives 1245 CinC, Combined Vleet
sortis orders to SECONL Striking
Force

Japenese ordered recover downed pilots

Third wave general attack (52 planes)
departa Kanoya 1250

First wave general attack {112 planes)
departs Ckinawa 1330

Joined by Kanoya planes (20 pianes)

Sacond wave general attack (225 jp.snes)
departs Ckinawa 1430

Establishes position TF 38

Learns, 1430, of 3-29 attack on Formusa

Flrst attack wave attacks TG 38,2 and
38,2

Weather conditions

Recelves clnims of damage, two hits on
two carriers TG 38.2, two carriers
22,17 (HANCOCK received one bomb hit)

Discussion of attack technique

Estimates situation

Receives 1630 contact reports on car-
rier task group (BB's, CV's and DD's)
hut no lecailon given
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f Second general attamck wave, excopt for
, sevouteen torpodo planes, faila teo :
\ make contact 375-374 f
! Torpedo planes attack TG 3343 claiming |
; hit on *wo cruisers. Actually no o
: damage 374
Receivea 1550 udditional contact report
) on carrier tusk group (one carrie.,
{ one escort carrier, one battleship,
: gsveral destroyers): nc location given 374
f Discussion of contacts 375 ;
| nP* Rorce attacks 1330 TG UBel 375
Issues orders for following duys
{ oporations 376
| *DY Poros attacks 2024 HOUSTON group 377
] Recoives revisad ~atimate CofS, Coum
! bined Fleet of "T" Force damage on
4 T¥ 38 October 12th, 13th ST
L Disoussion 377-330
| (2) Opsration of Cormander FIFTH Base :
) Air Force 3B80w3R2 1
‘ Prepares to attack TF 38 380
Learns of attack on Aparri 380
Disoussion 380-381
! Recoalves 1055 oontact report on two
i surfess ships 381
p Lesras FOURTH Air Arwy uneble attack 381-382
R (d) Oporationa of CG FOURTH Alr Army 333 )
(6) Gperations on October 15%h IR3-410
(a) Opurations of CinC, Comdbined Fleet 313-410

Rocaives 0800 contact report oa four
carriers (TG 38e41) bearing 066°(T)
distant 240 miles from Muaila 384 j
Discussion CinC, Combined Klset's roaction 584-385
Resoives 0920 contact report elaven ahips
(1% 30,3) bearing 098°(T) distant 260
nilas Taiao 385
Learus of Allisd attask on Vanila and of
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exxi-

daege claimad 385
Learns of attack 1040 by Luzon planos oa
TF 38.4 Claims direct hit on battleship
or cruisere fActually FRANKLIN hit wi H
slight damage) 236
Lecrna that 0930 coutact included two
carrisrs 387
Recelives coumposita estimate 1600 which
‘ showsd probability of but two carriers l
; of f Formosa s87
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Recnives additioral contact report of four j
carriers bearing 0£5°(T) distant 6§00 miles ’
from Manila 387 i
Now sstimates two carriers off Formoss, O
eight off Lurzon - to=al ten carriers 387

Air group attecks 1600 eneay (TG 38e1) and
claims hit cnrrier. (Actually no hits
made ) 388
learns results of attack 1530 (TG 38e4) by
planes of FIFTH Base Air Force and FOURTH
fir Army; claimed one lurge arrier sunk, }
two carriers afire, ons cruiser damaged 388
Lecins that reconnsissance had discovared
in Admiraity Isiands, four carriers (in~-
ciuding two large carriers, one escort
carrier) three battleships, four cruisers,
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thirteen destroyerc, twenty transports 389
Discussion 386 '
- Receives CofS, Combined Fleet Dijpatoh .
\ claining great success %89-390 '
! Receives information that the J=4b, I-U4, :
i JI-56 2ad departad Inland Sea for opore
’ ations against TF 38 390 ;
l (b) Operations of Cormander Mobila lcroe 390=394 !
; (1) Operations of Commander FJRST Striking )
| Force 391-393 !
L Fuels his command 391-3u2 |
Recetves {inC, Tombined Fleet dispatoh
advising his sommand of imminexnt
destiuction of TF 38 392
(2) Operations of Comander iain Forue 393
1 (3) Operations of Commander SECCND Striking
‘ Force 393-394
\ Passes 0730 Bungo Suido with SECOMD
] Striking Force lesa DESDIV TWENTY-
\ ONE 393
{ Is contacted 0746 by BE3UGO 393
i DESDIV TAENTi-ONE passes 1060 Bunge
Suido 594
Is cootaoted 1107 by BESUGO 394
Both contacts unknown to Commander
SECOND Striking Force 394
1 {s) Operstiona of the Hasa Air Forces on
] Cecober 15th 394-110
{ (1) Cperations of Commender SIXTH Base
! Air Forcn 334-406
i Reorganizes his command 395
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i Numerous ssarches are launched 395-396
Discussion 396

Reosives contact report C800 on carrier
task group (four carriers) bearing
: 066°(T), 240 miles from Manlla
iy (TG 3844) 397
Fails to receive contact report 050
on carrier task group (five carriers,
three battleships) bearing 210%(T),

120 miles from Miyako (TG 38,1) 398
. Receives report of Formosa nlune ate
] tack (0900) on carrier dead in water 398
i Receives contast report 0930 eleven
P ships, destroyers, trailing oil
o (TG 30.3) - 399
Learns Manil; attacked 1025 by eighty
; enemy airciraft 399

Learus, 111/, planes from Fhilipplnses
had made fiirect hit on battlsship or

- .,

cruisers’ 400
: Learns the't group contacted (:30 had
. two carriers among eleven ships 400
: Orders all air forces on Formosa to
attaol: above group 400

; fails to roceive contaot report 1176
At on carrier task group (one large
' carrier, one mediun .arrier, one
small carrier) (TG 381) 401
) Receives report indicating one rather
: than two carriers in the two carrier
group 401
Recwives additional contact report on
carrier task group (four csrrlera
bearing 056°(T) distant 600 miles
from Manila 402
N Estiiates now two sarriers off Formosa,
eight off Luzon; total ten osarriers 402
Learns attack zroup rsturns to base
because of engins trouble 402
Disocussion 402
Learns Philippine planes had attacked
(1545-1600) task group NE of Manila
sipking one ocarr. sr, sotting afire

two carrisers, damaging one cruiser 403
Learns of attack by Okinawa planes on
m; 38,1, claims damage unknowa 403

Issues orders for following day (1855) 404
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Learns "T" Force on Kyushu falls attack
Recelves CinC, Combined Fleet's orders
to carry on general offensive
Directs forces on Formosa to be resady
on 30 minutes notlce after 0600
(2) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base
Air Force
Recelves contact report on four cur-
rlers bearing 0660(T) cistant 240
niles from Manlila (TG 38.4)
Launches air ettack (0920) apgainst
TG 38.4
Menila attacked
Receives report attack on TG 38.4
scores direct hit on battleship
or crulser
Recelves various contact reports
Launches second air attack 1400 apgainst
TG 32.4
Recelves contact report 1500 (four
carriers) bearing 055°.T) distant
600 miles from Manila
Now knows of elght carriers off Luzon
possibly three carriers off Manila
Learns sscond air attack had sunk one
carrier and set flight decks afire
two carrlers, damaged one crulser
Learns Commander [WENTY-SIXTH Air
Flotilla crash dived plane Into
currier thus starting KAMIKAZE units
Launches two addiilonal attacks which
fail to make contact
Rece'ves order continue general
offenslive
(d) Operations of CG FOURTH Air Army
(7) Operations on October 16th
(a) Operations of CinC, Combined Fleet
Estimates the situntlon
Recelves contact reports by flying boat on
three =eparate Allled task groups; al so
receivas preceding day's reports (a) 0830,
of five carriers beacing 210°%(T) dlistant
120 miles from Miyske (b) 1125, three
carriers and (c) 2107, search planes had
mnde no contact other than 1125 contact
Discussion
Decides transter headquarters from Shin-
chiku to Takao
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. Receives intelligence dispatch from :
i Imperial Generel Headquarters warning i
- against (a) attacks by Chine based air {

! forces on Formoss and Luzon and (b) R
' intensificution of Allied gulwarine

- activity 12

o Receives /a) contuact report 0920 of two

L sarriers, four battlesiips SE of For-

L mosa aid two battleships, four cruisers,

X five to slx deatroyers near 0920 group .
B (b) contuct report of rour carriecrs !
¥ about 600 miles NE Manila (TG 38.1) and

: (c) contact roport 1U30 of seven car-
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subuarine units attack enemy 1113
Discussion this disputehe h13--hlh 4
. Peceives CofS, Combined Fleet dispatch
. (1226) to Commander SECOND Striking |

1
L
;- directing (1) base air force destroy
3
'

i Force Ll
- Learns B-29's are attacking Fcrmosa hak
o, Receives CofS, Combined Fleet directive
! A , {1405) to Conmander FIRST Striking Force
to prepare to sortie and also receives
CofS explenatory dispatch hi-uls
Discussion thesce dispatches h1u-517

Learns thui attack group (107 planes)
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task group damaying one carrier. one
battleship 18
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"eleven earriers, two havtleshlps,
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Receives CofS, Combined Fleet dispstch to
Commander SKCOND Striking Forece di-
recting him, {f wnabl=z mrke night at-
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Discussion this dispatch hi1o
1
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(b) Operations of Commander Mobile Foroe
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i Discussion this dispateh 428
k (c) Operations of the Base Air Forces,
October 16th 429-442
g (1) Operations of Commancer SIXTH Base
X Alr Force 429-4459
3 Recclves contact reports by flying
i boat on three 3evarate Allied task
2 groups. Also receives reports (a)
! 0830, October 15th, five carriers
g bearing 210°(T) distant 120 miles
3 Miyako Jime (%) 1125, three car-
¥ riers (one lurge carrier, one
; medium carrler, one swull carrier)
;- due east Garan Bi, Formose 429-430
N Senrches depart 430
5 Attack group (ninety-nine planes)
; departa Yyushu 430a
Kstimates situation and issues in-
s structions to SIXTH Baae Alr Force
R to reyroup, attack and advance full-
3 strength to Formosa for SHO Oper-
- atiois decislve battle 430a
" Discussion this order 1130-L30b
- Acts to renlenish zircraft on Formosa i3l
¥ Recr.ivas coutact report 0920 two car-
¥ riars, four buttleships, and nearby
2 two butileshipa, four cruisers, flve
3 tc slx dustroyers (TG 30.3). 31
i Hrders this force attacked L32
. Prosumably learms ot four carriers
¥ 600 miles NE of Manila L32
X Discusaion present situation h37-433
: Recuives contact report 1030 seven car-
L riers, saven battleshlps, ten cruisers
. destroyers SE of Formosa h33
i Eatimates situstion ):33-h34
Learns Kyushu attack group (ninety-
. nine planes) had fuiled attack and
N had returr.ed base l3h
’ Learns Formosa ettack group (107 planes)
has departed L3l
Recelves orders CinC, Comblned Fleot to
clarify situation, concentrate atrength
destroy enemy )35
Receives report B-24's over Formosa 135
B-29's attacked by certaln fighters 1136
Discussion change in objective from
carriers to B-29's 36
Becomes concerned over elaven carriers
S reported south of Okinawa 1136=1137
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(2)

Alerts SIXTH Base Air Force to pos-
sibility moving forces from Formosa
40 Okinawea in order better attaok
TF 58

Presumabiy learus “T¥ Force (28 planes)

{eparta 1340 to attaok two carrier
group

Learns of attack by 70 Foruoss planes
ot t of 107 plane group on two oar-
rier group. Damaged one carrier and
one battleship. Actually damaged
HOUSTON only

Presumably luarns 1430 Pnilippines
(22 plane) sttack group had failed
to looate target =ni had raturnad
to basa

Recelves Imperial Ground Headquarters
exaggorated announcement that Jap=
anege had sunk ard demaged msxy
Allied shipa

Learns "T" Force had returned to base
without attecking

Orders night searches

Learns 2030 that attermoon searches
had fallad to looete ensmy

Issues 2117 orders ‘or next days
operations

Lesrns of impending bud weather

Learns that sbout thrres-quarters or
wr® voroe hus been lost since
Oct.ober 10th

Oporations of Commander FIFTH BRse
Air Foroe

Re-'eives three contsct rejovts on
Allied carrier tusk groups off
Formosa sni Manila

Learus tha% CinC, Coubined Yleot shifts

headquartera from Shinchiku to Takmo
Receives order to clarify gituation,
concontresy strength and desiroy
eneny
Loorns wuit of THIRD Base Air Fowos
ordered to him for duty

Launches, in cooperation with CG FOURTH
Air Aray, swall strike which fails to

find target
Weather conditions worseu.ng
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INTRODUCT ION

The Buttle for Leyte Gulf is an actlon of greel interest tc students
of Naval History foi several reasons. It was the first occasion in which
Japanege ani Allied naval and air forces had engaged in a colossal fleet
battle, wherein the entire Japanese Navy supported by Army Alr Forces in
the Philippines and Formosa ongaged the major portioa of ths Allied Naval
and Air Forces in the central and south Pacifio theaters with both ships
and planes; it was fought in & series of more or less indepsndent but
nevartheless olcsely rolated actions; it embraced the sixteen days be-
tweon October 10th, when the Allied carrier task foroes struck Okinawa,
end Qotober 26th, when the Japanese ¥leet finally retiroed, badly dsfeated,
from battle; it highlighted clearly the problems of oommand arisiug from
coordinated operations betwsen theater commanders as well as between in=
dependent commandors wherein one of those theater or independent commnund-
ers id in a cupporting role to the other; it was an outstanding tactical
and strutcgic vioctory for the Allies,

This analysis is concerned with the prelimiuary phases of the battle
commencing with the alr strikes by Allied carrier task forces (TF 38)
againast the Nansei Shoto on Ootober 10th and eunding with the 0719, Octo=-
ber 17th, contact report by Japanese lookouts on Suluan Island on Alliea
surface forces entering Leyte Gulf. Tho principal operations during this
time were the air strikus by TF 38 agairst Formoss on Ochtober 12th, 1ldth,
and 14th to be kmown in this enulysis as the Battle off Formosa, but
known by the Japanese as tho Battle of Formosa.

The battle resulted from operations connected with the selzuru by the
tllies of the Leyte-Western Samar Ares of the Philippines and the subse~
quent efforts by the Japanese to prevent these operations from being
suocesaful,

Prior to moving into the Philippines, the original Allied Plan called
for the completion (&) by Communder in Chief Pacific Ocean Aveas (CINCPOA)
of STALEMATE II, which involved the capture cf Peleliu, Angaur, Ulithi
and Yep,* and (b) by Commander Southwest Pacific Area (CCMSOWESPAC) of
INTERLUDE, *+ which involved the capture of Morotai, and of GOSSIPMONGER,**
wvhich involvod the capture of Talaud,.

+ CINCPOA Joint STalf Study, STALEMATE 1, July 14th, 1944.
++ Director of Naval Records and History, Lotter to President, Naval War
College, December 18th, 1950,
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However, before STALEMATE IJ and INTERLUDE could be effected, Com-
mander THIRD ¥leet, (COMTHIRDFLT) in making carrier-based air strikes on
Mindaneo preliminary to these operaticns, noted an unexpected weakness
of enemy air resistance on that i¢land. This prompted him to make ad-
ditional air strikes into the central Philippines. These additional air
strikes, made on Septomber 12th and 13th, disclcsed a similar weekness in
air resistance in the central Philippines. As a consequence, at 1200,
September 13th, he recommended by dispatch to CINCPCA, trat STALEMATF II be
cancelled, and thkat KING II, the capture of Ley‘e, which had been sched-
ules for December 2utk, be inaugpureted immediately.* CINCPGA, nt 1€47,
repliod thet Phase I of STALFMATF TT, which involved the capture of
Feleliu md Angaur, would be carried out as planned, but tkat considere-
tion was being given tu the abandonment of that portion of Fhase Il which
involved the capture of Yap,** CiNCPCA alsc notified COMSUWESFAC of
COMTHIRDFLT's proposals., On September 13th, tha Joint Chiefs of Staff
advised COMSOWFSPAC that they considered the FING II Operaticn "highly
desirable and that it would both advance the progress of the war Uy many
menths and simplify arrangements for further op=rationsa,™¥** At 1000,
September 1lith, CINCPOA informed COMINCH, who informed the Joint Chiefs
of Staffs, among other items, that he thought that the r2apture of Yap was
probatiy no longer necessary and inferred acceptance c¢f an early movement
into Leyte, *"**

Also on September 14th, COMSCWESPAC concurred thati Yap should be by-
passed but stated thet more information concerning current air actions was

o -

necessary before he could make & final decision ***¥* This message was

received in Washingten at 0304, Eastern Daylipght Time (zone #4) September

14th,

On Soptember 15th, COMSOWESPAC advised the Joint Chiefs of Staff
that, in view of the latest report from COMTHIRDFLT concerning air
operations in the Philippines, he (COMSCWESP’C) was ready to initiate
KING II at once with target date of October 20th %®**¥** This message
was recoived ir Washington at 2128, Eastern Daylight Time, September

14th,
% COMTHIRDFLT Dispatch 130300, Sevtember 1944, tc CINCFPOM info
COMECWESPAC and COMINCH,
%% CINCPOA Dispatch 130747, September 1944, to CCMTHIRDFLT info
COMSOWESPAC and COMINCH,
%% Jaint Chici{s of 3taff Dispatceh No, 24, Septewmber 13th, 1944,
to COMSCWESPAC,
*»%% CINCPOA Dispatch 140101, September 1944 to COMINCH.
t 2 R 22

HARBRE

CUMCOWFSPAC Dispatch CX17697, September 14th, 1944 to Joint
Chiefs of Staff.

COMSOWESPAC Dispatch No., C17744, September 1944 to Joint
Chiefs of Staff,
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) On September 15th, the Joint Chisfs of Starf, who were at Quebec
! attending the Octagon Conference, approved and advanced KING II, from Dec-
{ smber 20th to October 20th.* This message was received in Washington at
\ 2227, Eestern Daylight Time, September l4th,

A The landings, therefore, o1 Peleliu and dorotal, took place on Septene
! ber 15th as schedulsd, and the operaticn for the capture of Angaur, fol-

X lowed on September 17th, Meanwhile, COMTHIRDFLT decided to go ahead with

i the seizurs of Ulithi, which, while inocluded in Phase II of STALEMATE 11,

: was apparently but lightly defended. All of the above operations were

A highly successful, lMorotai fell on September 15th with negligible re-

i sistance, Angaur, ou September 20th and Ulithi, on September 2%ra with

} n> resistance whatsoever, and Peleliu, on Cotober 13th after a very bloody
1 and costly operstiion,
|

Up to this timo the Japane:e had been steadily defeatod by Allied

! .crees, both in the west central Pacific and in the southweateru Pacific,

' with the couceauent loss of vital strategic areas, With their great defeat

in June in the rirst Battle of the Philippine Sea, and with the ensuing

A losa of the Marianas they had finelly realirzed that the time had come to

-. take a firm stend., They had therefore planned a serios of defensive opera-

{ tions, known as the "SJd0" (Victory) nperations, which were desipgned to

I deny to the Allies a {oothold in the "jagt ditch™ island ohain bastion of

: the Japanese Lmpire. Tuis bastion extended from the Empire through thse

| Nansei Shoto, Formosa and the Philippines and, oun occasions, included the

Bonin Islands. The Japanese clearly perceived that should this bastion

{ bo broken at any important pluce, such as the Philippines, i{ndustrial
Japan and the resources of the southern areas would be forever separated.
They diviuad this major area into four specific areas and prepared plans

~ which prescribed the action to be taken should the Allies attempt land-
ing operations within any of these lesser arcas, Theye four areas wore
(a) the Philippines (termed SHO Oue), (b) the Formosa, Nansei Shoto,
southern Kyushu area (termed SHO Two), (c) the Kyushv, Shikoku and Honshu
area, which on occasion embraced areas around the Bouins (termrd SHO Threeo),
end the Hokkaido area (termed SHO Four)e. These plars which were quite com-
plete, provided for "holding this line right wheire it was by committing
all of the Navy and as much of the Army and cir streungth as could be made
available into a finish fight."s* Huach plan was to be an all-out offort.

— e

With the oommencement of the Allied air strikes against tbe Nansel
Shoto, Formosa and northern Lurzon, the Japanese did not activate the SHO
operations, Instead, as will be discussed later, they activated the bass
air forces only and endeavored to defeat the Allied carries force by land-
bagad air powsr alone., These countermeasures oulminated in the Battle

off Formosa.

T JoTnt Chlels of Stalf Dlspatch Octagon S1A to COMSOWESPAC, CTUCPOA.
*+ Campaipns of the Pacific War, USSBS Naval Analysis Division, 1946,
page 281,
1
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A BRIEF NARRATIVE QF TREE PRELIMINARY PYASES OF THE BATTLE FOR

LEYTE CULF¥ INCLUDING THE BATTLE OFF FORMOSA

The directive of the Joint Chief of Staff to COMSOWESPAC and
CINCPCA on Septsmber 15th put into effect the Allied plen for the
capture ot Leyte commencing on October 20the. This plan roquired that
large amphibious forces be assembled in Manus, Admiralty Islands, and
Hollandia, New Guinea, under COMSOWESPAC, and strong oarrier forces in
the Weatern Pacifioc largely tased et Ulithi, Manus and Seipan, under
CINCPOAe These forces were to be supported by (a) powerful land-based
alr forces operaiing from the recently captured Marianas, Paluu, Morotai,
Biak, northern Solomons, and from bases located at Darwin, Australia,
in Chine, and in certain of the Netherlasnds Indier, (b) powurful sub~
marjue forcss operating along the Javanese line of communicantions from
Japan to the Netherlands Indiess

Although the Allivs had planned cheir operations with secreoy, the
Japanose, through their knowledge of Allied operations and through cer-
tain intelligence information, had formed a tairly accurate opinion as
to when the /.1lies wuuld movy into the southern Philippinese They had
not ouly asstablished %his time as during or after the laat ten days in
ctober, bu:, in add‘tion, had forucast that such lending operations
would be preceded by vast carrisr-based sir strikes to destroy the Jup-
anese air strength in southern Kyushu, Nansei Shoto, Formosa, aund the
Philippines.

The Japanese plmuned to defest tha Allied operations by the employ-
ment. ¢ (a) land-based air power, (b) & powsrful turface force (FIRST
Striking Foroe) operating out of Linggs-Singspore, (c) & ocarrier task
forcs (Main Fovce) and w light surface foroe (SECOND Striking Foroe),
both oporatinz out of the Inland sea, and (d) by submarine forces
gperating in the objective area,

The Allied plan became sffective, insofar s the Japanese were con-
<isrned, October luth, for, on that date, TF 38, consisting of four task
jroups (TG's 3841, 384, 384%, and 38e4) struck Okinawa. The Japanese
had expected an atutnok by carrier-based planes in this Area at this time
and had not only alerted the area to this possibility but had retired
their rrincipal a’r attack force~--the "T" Force--from southeran Kyushu
to more ssoure buses in order to protest it from the impending attacke
Deapite the faoi that Americen air avtacks were expected, this attack
fouud the Japanese CinC, Combined Flest at Shinchiku, Formosa, instead

add A LI a Landaiimoesda - - e -
Ol &U 18 NSBUJUATUST S NS&T TG}L—.JO.

(1) Operations on Qotobor 10th at Nanasel Shotos

The American attack coasisted primarily of four large
successive air strikes preceded by a fighter sweep and supported by

COggERRa R
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soveral cvail searchess 4 totel of 1396 aorties were msde for all
purposcs-

whis atiaok csused considerable destruction to Japanese planos,
favilities and shippinge The Japanese admitted losing thirty~six naval
planes, including {ive search plenes, on Okinaws alons, and alao admitted
losing «ll srmy planes in the objective arone The Americauns, on the
other hand, lost twonty-one planes from all causese

As 8 result of thie sttuck on Okinawa, the Japancce slerted SY0 Ono
and SHO Two for the Besse Alr Furces only, and ordered (a) all operaiional
planes of CARDIV's TIREE and FOUK to prepare for land-based v ~v~tivns,
(b) the SECOND Striking Foroe to propare to sortle, and (¢} =& SIXTH
Base Alr Force to destroy the enemy.

As & result of numerous sewrchss, tho Japsuese sucoecded on this
date in mmking oontmot at 1633 on one thres-carrier task group,. and at
1640 on one two~-carricr task group, which groups were roughly forty miles
aparte The Japsrese were unable to exploit thwss contaotss

While T 38 was making the above strikes, th: [irst voit of tt
Allied amphitious forces, the mineswoeping group, ceparted Munus fo,r Leytes

During this time the Allied submarines sank seveirul mei'chant whipse
The Japunese submerines were generally 1n port and the Cew at sea made
nc oontactse

(2) Operations on Ootober llth against Aparri, Lzone

COMTHIRDFLT on this date fueled Ti 38 and lluthed one
search of eight planes and an afternoon air sttack of sixty-cie planes
against Aparrie The attack on Apsrri, which gained surprise, -wus suc-
cessful, destroying by Americen olaims, since Japanese reports are not
aveileble, fifteen Japenese plenes and dumaging faciliticse Th Americens
lost seven planes, of which six were operationsl loscese The scarch wes

negativee

While TF 38 was sccomplishing the above, Tractor Groups ABLE and
BAKER ¢, the Southern Attack Force of the smphibious forces deparyed
¥anus for Leytes ’

During this day the Jepanese received a number of reports locuting
the tmsk groups of TF 38 with reasonable acow'acye Since these loua-
tions were generally in the directiom of the fhilipplucs, the Japanese
rapcelled the sortie alert for the SECOND strilking Force, and ordered
certain submarines to sea to atteck TF 38 off Formoeas The first rube

marine did not depart on this miasion until twe days latere.

The Allied submorines, on this date, made several contacts on con-
voys and sapk several mercnant ships. The Japanose submarines were gen-
erelly in port and the few at ssa mnde no ocontacts.
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(3) Operatious on Octotnr 12th, 13th and 14th (Battle off
Formosa )«

(n) Operaticne cu (stober 12the

COMTHIRIFLT on this day comme:ced his cperations
agsinst Formosae The American attack, as on Oco:ober 10th, oconsisted
primarily of four large sucoessive «ir strikes preceded by & fighter
sweop and supported by several small air searches. A total of 1378
sorties were made for all purposcse.

This eltsck did not effeot surprise, tinco tho Japanese had been
alertedes The American pilots met determined air oppositioa but acheiv-
ed vsry sucoessful results. They lost in this attack forty-eight planes
from wll caures.

As 3 oonssquence of this attaock, the Japanese activut~s1 SlO One and
SHO Two “or the Bese Air Forces onlye This was & aerious cuviation from
the SHO plans for the Comiined Fleet, shich plans oslled {'or the retire-
ment of tls principal air Corous frowm the objective ares during the earli-
er phases (f oarrier attacks mo tist they would be available for the
vimultansow' all-out attack of al' forces, Such simultameocus employment
«f all forces both surfesce and air, inoluding land and carrier-based uir-
craft, was t¢ be used only againat an Allied landing at the time of land-

11\8.

Ino additisn to thils, the Japanese pisced the operationsl siroraft of
CAIDIV's THREE snd FOUR and the entire fighter strength of the Chinm Ailr
Flest under the operationsl vommand of their Base Air Force Commander in
Fornons, They nlscu attacked T¥ 58 with their "I™ Force (1C1 attack planes)
ani claimead Gen ships set afire, of which four (oarriers) sanke Tha Jap-
enese lost in thia attack soom forty-two planes,s However, they belliuved,
beciwuse of thess olaimrs, that their land-bmsed eircraft was effeotive
aga.not TF 38, .otually, no ship of TF 38 received any dammge whatsoever.

A lisd submirines made soms merchant ship contacts and torpedoed
one deriroysrs Japanese rubtmsriues at mses mads no important contaoctse

During this day the Ssan Riocurdo Attsck Group of the Northarn Attack
Force departed Manus for Leyte and the Diunagat Attack Group departed
Hollandia for Leytse

(b) Opuvrations on October 13the
COM"HTUDFLY successfuliy attacked Formosa in a manner
givilar to that of the preceding dsy excepting that he lauuched tiwee,
rether than four, vucosssive air sirikes, supported by several limited
‘r searchess A totel of 974 sortics were mades

TF 38 lost twelve planes in thene attackse

~COMTDER " TR~
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During the dny the Jupaness transferrsd the operational sircraft of
CARDIV'a TIREE and MOUR to Formosne This practically insurod that those
plaaes would rot be returned to the carrlerse

Also during the day the Japanese High Commani evaluated tho preced-
fag day's atiack on TF 38 by the “I™ Forcu us "twu enemy ships sunk; two
moderntely dumusgued-® Thiz was well below the vriginal ostimatoe

The Jepenases mad. numeroud contuots on the tesk groups of Tk 38
throughout the daye vwring the dey thuy launched w 170-plane attsck
group corposed of beth Army and Nuvy plenes frem the Philippines to uhi-
tack the Ameriomn trok force, but the attack was not made. At evening
twilight the "T" Forco (forty-three planos) atiscked TG's 38.1 snd 384
ond olsimed huving sumk three cerriers, ows battleship, one cruiser, aud
haviny dumaped twe - errivrse Tho Japsnoge High Commund eveluated this
atimck as “six ships surk or set safire. Acturlly they hud torpedoed
the CANBLRRA uwvd had inflioted sli:Wt demige to the FMRANKLINe. The Jap~
rnese admitted losing iu this sttack, fromwrious causes, twenty out of
the forty-throe plunose Beoczason o' the reported succous of this attack
and because of the Amorican attecis on Formosa, the Japanese decided tu
launch s general air orfensive on the followiny doy aguinst TF 38. MNoan~
vhile, COMIHINDILT decided tu save the CANBERKA, forned a protective
group, tho CANAERRA Group, to oscort it to safety, and covered it with
threo task groups, Ilo ordervd the fourth tusk group, TG 38a.d to attuck
northern Luzoue

Durirg the day the Palo Attack Group, the Enrbor Entrance Fatrol
Group, and certein wity of the Iaumon Aituck Group, sll of thu Northern
Attack lorce, plus the Close Covering Grouup of the Philippiues Attmck
Forcw, departed liollundiu for Leyte.

The Allied wubmerices soutucted a numter of merchant ships and sunk
soverale Japanuse submm:-ines st ses made no important contwotse One
submarine departcd 1=Ye:1 Sen iur oporations upalnst TF 38

{e) Cperetions on October lith,

tn this day COMIHIRDI}LY sttacked tormcsu with throee
out of four task groups but made ouly one strike, This strike, conuist-
ing of 246 plunes, wos deniyisd to reduce the possibility of effective
air attmock against the CANUEHRA Group which he hed designated as TG 3043,
At this vame time the Luson tesk group, TG I8ed, attacked Aparri with
twenty~four planuse A similar attack agairst Laoag failed becnuvse of
bad weathore

Upon completicn of the strike on Formosg, TG's 2842 und 3843 retirad
tovurds thelr fueling rendervouse TG 3841 remained ta cover TG 30T

During und because of the attack, TF 38 lost (a) on Formosa, twentye
three planes, and (b) on Aparri, six planes,
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Meanwhile Yormosa was uttacked about midday by 10¢ B-2G's of the
TWENT1ETH Bomber Commend operating from China. These E.2G's d1d con-
giderable damage in the Takao area losing two planes operationally.

The Jepanese maintained contact on TF 38 thrcughout the day. Com-
mencing in the late forenoon, plands to assist in the general attack
commenced departing their bases. In addition the SECOND Striking Foice
was ordered to swa to destroy enemy ships which might be crippled by the
general attack, Including the reconnalseance planes a totsl of 360
plaaes were launchad oy the Japarese fo~ a daylisht attack against TF 38,

Some of thece planes, in poor weather, attacked TG's 38.2 and 38,3
inflicting slight damuge on HANCOCK, However, many units falled to
moke contact,

An sdditional fifty-two planes of the "T" lorce were launched for a
dusk attack. These planes struck TG 38.) us scheduled and calimed sink-
ing one lerge oarrier, one amali currier, one escort carrier, one bat-
tleship, one heavy cruiser, Most cisims were made by Army pllots. Actu-
ally the only damage done wasz the torpudoing of the HOUSTON. COMTHIRDYLT
decided to save the HOUSTON, and formed a protective group, the HOUSTON
Group, to escort it to safety,

The Jupanese, in u revised estimate of dumage inflicted ty “T" Korce
on October 12th and 13th, claimed having sunk (a) October 12th, six to
elpht carriers, and (b) October l3th, three to five carrlers. Tuls was
a total of from nine to thirtecn carrlers,

During this day Attack Groups ABLE and BAKER of TF 79 departed
Munus for Leyte,

The Allied submarines on this date made a number of coatactn on
merchant shipping und sank several ships. Jupunese sutmarines st sea
made no important contacts,

(d) Sumnary:

CTY¥ 38 believed that hu had destroyed in the Battle
off ¥ormosa 655 Japanese planes in the alr, on the ground or in the
water, Japanese datu indicates a probability thut they lost 492
planes, including 100 Army plunes of all types. In &ddition iherae
wus heavy damage to shipping and aircraft facilities but records
availahle as to the nature and magnitude of this damage provide

meager information.
(4) Operations on October 15th.

The Japanese on this date commenced a series of broadcasts
wheroin thoy claimed the destruction of virtunlly a1l of the THIRD Fleet.

Jr—
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AL thies same time COMTHIRDFLT recsived word thnt the Japsuese belioved
™ 58 4¢ be retiring becauce of tholr air attacks and had ordered ocar-
riers and surfaco vessels opersting in cooperetion with tho base ai.
forces tc deutroy the enemye COMTHIRDILT decided to ocomply with his
basic instructions tc “destroy major portion of the Inemy fleet™ and,
employing TG 303 as & lure, endeavored to obisin s fleet actiom. At
the ssue tine he advised COMSOWESPAC thot no fast carriers would be
evailable tou support KING II until further onotice. He ordered TG's
3.2 and 3843 to complote fueliny, und then to assume a covering posi-
tion over the rotiring foroes and to lsuach searches on the following
mornl nge

Meanwhile COMCEVENTHILT decided to jr coeed with KING IT, CINCPQA
redisposed his submarines to provide reconnalssence, and CTG 30.3
closed tho HOUSTON Group snd mergod with it making it a cowposite
TG 3UeZe

On this day CTG 38e4 attacked Luron (Manila area) and claimed
huviag destroyod forty-four planess Tho Japeanese courtyr-attucked and
thought thet iu twu attanl's they had sunk one cerrier, set afire two
oarriers, and hit one batileship and ore cruisers Actuslly, the only
diuage they had done was to damegs slightly the FRANKLINe. In making
thure attacks, the Japanese 1cat an additional fifty-slx planese

The Amorican submarine NESUGC on thiz date made contact at 0746
on what she reported later as three heavy oruisers, one 1ight crulser
(1t was actually two heavy oruisers and four destroyers) passing
through Bungo Suldo, &nd at 11C7 on ove heavy cruiser und one destroyer
(actually thrae destroyers) slso passing thirough Bungo Suido. These
two contacts composed the SECORD Striking lorce. The Commandiag Of ficer
FESUGCO, owing tc the fact that it was necessary tc remain submerged, did
not make agr contacy reports until 1914« The Jepaness subnarines at sea
made no imptrtant contucts. Throe of them departed this dute from the
Inland Sea for opersations against TV 38a

The Japaavse mede a number of vital contscts on Allled task forces
throughout the day which, when evaluated with the rosults of the attacks
by Philippine planes on TG 3804, -howed that there were two oarriers
off }ormosa and more then six off Lurom, o & total of at least ~ight
carrierse

Aleo on this day thu Jupansse loarned, quite incorrectly, through
rezonuaissance that there were four oarrieors, three bsttleships, fovr
oruisers, thirteen destroyers, and twenty trensports anchored in
Admiraity Ialaadse This vasssured them as to the prospects of en im-
modimte landing even though eight carriers had been observed off Formosa-
Luzone

During this day the Fleet Flagship Unit departed Hollandie for
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(5) Operations on Ootobor 16€the

COMTHIRDFLT continued preparations for fiset actione TG'S
38,2 and 38e% had arrived at thelr morxing rendezvous at Latitude 22°.00'N,
Longitude 128°-00'E and had launched morning air searchos from the BUNKER
HILL, HANCOCK and ESSEX. At about ncon, sinoe the morning searches wore
pegative, COMTHIRDFLT decided that the poseibility of fleet action re-
quiring sll task groups of TF 38 was remotee He therefore issued instruc-
tions to certain of the carrier task groups direoting them to oarry out
operations againn® “lie Philippines. Yowever, during the afternocon his
air sesrchos contacted at 1826 the SHCOND Striking Force (two hesvy cruis-
ers, one light crulser und seven destroyers) which they reported as two
battleships, one light orulser snd seven destroyerae

COMTHIRDFLT received this report in such s garbled form that he
lost one hour and thirty-five minutes in clarifying it. This saved the
SECOND Striking Foroe from air attaocke

Meaawhile COMTHIRDFLT directed TG 38.1 to provead to support TG 3842
and 3843, but later cancelled these orders sud diracted TG 38.1, who had
fusied, to proceed to Latitude 21°-00'N, Longitude 127°-00'E where he
was to launch a search to the west and porthwast the following moraloge
lls also direoted the INDEPENDENCE to launch pight air searches to the
porthward to pick up the enery, but the search was ineffootives

His fourth task group, TG 38.4, fueled and received replacement
airoraft and pilots and then handed for a strike positiuvn off oentral
Luzvn for the following morninge

TG 30,3 continued on townrds Ulithie

On the morning of this day the Japanose CinC, Combined lset learned
that there were not lass than twelve oarriers in the Formosa-Luzon ares,
of which six were off Formoss and six off Luzone In view of this un-
aatisfuctory situstion he shifted his headquarters from Sninchiku to
Tukaoe At Takao he received other contact reports which showed thirteen
rather than twelve carriers. This indicated that the base air forces
had failed in their efforts to destroy the Ameriosn carrier force, How-
svor, despite thlis, the Japunese ordered the FINST Striking Faroe to pre-
pare for sorti. from Linggn for possible action against TF 38,

Meanwhile the Japsness launched s seventy-plane dusk attack against
TG 30e3, of which twenty-seven planes were roported shot downe This at-
tack torpedoed the HOUSTON for the second time.

During the sarly evening Japanese Imperial Headquartors advisel,
in & groasly exaggeratsd report, that the Japansse forces wers oon~
tinuing to pucsue the flewing enemy task furce, that they had sunk
eloven carriers, two battleships, three orujsers ané one destroyer aud
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hed demaged six carriers, two battleships, four cruisers and twelve
ships of undetermined type.

During the day fifty-nine B-29's of the TWENTIETH Bomber Command
oporating from China sttacked southwestsrr Formoea, doing considerable
dana; o

Also during this day the Cruiser Unit of the Flagship Group, and
Reinforoement Group ONE departed Hollandia separatoly for Leyte.

The Allied submarines msde a number of contacts on small enemy units
guch as destroyerse The BESUGO damaged the SUZUTSUKI with torpedoose
Japanese submarines &t sea made no important contaotse

(6) Operations until 0719 Ootober 17the

During the early woruning of the 17th, and until 0719, the
Japanese were engaged primarily in reorganizing their shattered air
forces and in endeavoring, by night searches, to regain oontact on TF 38
However, %heir sesarches were sll negative, which may have ocuvinced them
that TP 38 wae in fuct retiring. Aotuelly, the searches ware poor and
folled to discover the three task groups (TG's 38.1, 3842 and 350%) whioh
were in the area searcheds

Meauwhile, COMIHIEDFLT, in view of the fact that his intelligence
indicated that there wis little probability of a fleet aotion since
only limited foroes had been observed and these were without carriers,
decided to go aheud with his covering revponaibllities for KING II and
commenoceé preparing directives in accordm ce with this decizion.

At this oeme time, SEVENTH Fleet navel i vces were spproachicg the
entrance to Leyte Gulf, At 0716, Ootober 17th, the Dinaget Attack Group,
the Minssweeping Croup snd the Escort Carrier Group were in ponition to
seize Svluan Islande
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CHAPTER I
STRATEGIC AREA®

(a) GENERAL DISCUSSION

The strategic area involved in both the combat end support opera-
tions for the capture of the Island of Leyts, Prilippine Islands extend-
ed roughly from the Inland Sea im Japan southward to northern Australia
and frcm the Marianas, Palau, and Admiralty Islands westward to the
sastern shores of the Asiatic continent.

The strategic area involved in the actusl combat operations general-
1y embraced the Philippine Islands, the wvater surrounding them, the two
easit-west water rovtes through them and the air space over the islands
and the waters contiguous thereto.

The Philippine Islands consisi of soue T000 islands stretching
upproximately 1150 miles north and scuth and soume 680 miles east and west.
They lie as a barrier betwsen the east coast of Asia and the Pacific,

The northernmost tip cof Luzon is less than 200 miles from Formosa while
the southern coast of Mindanao is forty-three miles north of the Island
of Kawio, Netherlands Fast Indies. The northern coast of Luson is only

405 miles from Hong Kong.

The absolute necssslty of controlling thle area end the gea ureas
to the westward was apparsat to the Japanase hafore tho mstart of the war,
for it was clear o them that whoever controlled the Philippines con-
trolled thoee areas of the South China Sea within range of Phillppine-
based fighter ailrcralt, A prime reason for the wer, from the Japanese
vieupoint, was the necessity for imprcving the Japanese eccnoay by ob-
taining the vast natural resources of Southeast Asia, called the
Southern Resources Area. This had necessitated not only ihe selizure
of the Nether] nds East Indies, Malaya and Burma, which vere ihe prin-
cipal sources of vital strategic materials, but also the keeping open
of the sea lanes from these areas to the homeland itself, These two
roquirements had necessitated the capture of the Philippines also.**

% A considerabla portion of the information contained in thls chapter
was obtained from United States Coust Pllot, Punilippine Islands,
Parts I and II, Third Edition 1939; from Naval War College
Strategic hrea Stuly of Southeast Asiae, August 1lst, 1950.

%% The Campaigns of the Pacific War, USSBS Naval Analysis Divisien,
1946, page 3; also Summary Report (Pacific Wax USSBS, July lst

1946, puges 1 and .
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If this was so at tho commencement of the war, how mach more was it
3o in Oc’c 'er 19447 At this time, the Japaness were in serious straits.
Owing to the operations of Allied submarines and of Alljed carrier and
shora-based eircraft, chese sea lanes were becoming less and less secure,
This had affocted both the Japanese economy and tha Japanese military
machine with a creeping pesralysis. The Japaneso roalized that should the
Philippine-Formosa-liansei Shoto line bo pierced, these lines of communi-
cation would be completely severede*

Shortage of »il alone had already had a serious effect on the
division of Japanese naval forces at a most inopportune time. Owing %o
the fect that the Japaneae oil stocks in the Empire were very low, 1t had
become necessary to base the principal units of the Combined Fleet at
Lingge Anchorage, Netherlcnds East Indiss, where thero was an abundance
of oil. However, this could not be done with the Japanese carrier

forces st this time because thero was a shortage of trained carrier
pilo%s and of replacement aireraft. Until these pilots had completod
thoir trulning and the replacemeut airoraft could be obtained, the
carrier forco would heve to remain in the Bmpire. ¢inC, Combined Flieet
was Lhorefore forced Lo divide his fleet so that the carrier f'ovces re-
muained in the Inland Sea while the heavy surface forces based at Linggza.*
As a counseguence, theso wo principal forces were at the time of the
Battle for Leyte Gulf, roughly 2600 miles apart.

Thereforo, in order that the lines of communication might be held
oper., Lt became vitally necessary for the Japanese to coutinus to hold
the stratogio area of the Philippines.

To the Allies, the capture of tho Philippines would be sn important
step in the conquest of Japan. Hore the two prougs of the Central
Pacific forces and the Jcuthwest Pasifio forcos would come together to
provide & base suitalle to suppori lauer operations sither against the
Ching soast, or directly toward Japan itself. The Allies realized that
posgoession of the Philippines would not oniy completely out off Japan
from her southorn sources of nmaterial, but would isolate the remaining
Jopanesa garrisons in Southoast Asia. They further realized that ro-
ocoupation of the islands by American furces was necesssry if the piedge

of independeacs made to the Filipinos prior to the war was to be observed.

it should be clear then that, az the holding of the Philippines was
of the utmost importance tc the Jopanese, and as itas seizurec by the
Allies was pert of the Allied strategic plan, the strategic area of the
Philippines was destined to beacme une of the major butile ereas of the
VIO o

TTho Crwnpalpns of the Pacific War, USSBS, Juiy 18t 1946, Chapter X11,
page 280,

SALBRer T

P

s e —t— -




™

e

CMPFPENTTEL

The location of the principal ipanese and Aliled naval and air
forces relative to Suluan Islaand at the eastern entrance to Leyte Guif
was, in air miles, as follows:

Peleliu Island, Palau Islandz (A) 556
Manus Islend, Admiralty Islands (A) 1490
Hollandia, New Guinea (A) 1200
Formoss, (J) 750
Ulithi Islands (A) 825
Biak Island, Netherlands East Indies (A) 920
Morotai Island, Netherlands East Indies {A) 520
Lingga Anchorage, Netherlands East Indies (J) 1430
Bungo Suido (NE of Kyushu) Japan (J) 1375
Manile, Lugon "sland, Philippine Islands (3} 375
Darwin, Australia (A) 1410
Saipan, Marianes Islands (A) 1200
(A) Amsriocen

(J) Japansre
(b) LEYTE GULF

Leyte Gulf is bounded on the west by Leyte Island; oun the north by
Samar Tsland and on the south by the northern tip of Dinagat Island and
the northern entrance to Surigao Strait. It is roughly a square forty
miles on a side and is of moderate depth ranging from fifty to seventy
fathoms at its oeanter. To the north snd west, its ten fathom ocurve ls
within one to three miles of the beach.

To ths northwest from the Gulf are San Pedro Bay aund San Juanico
Strait, whioh separate Leyte from Semar. The Bay, which is actually a
portion of Leyte Gulf is about sleven miles acroas at ita entrauce,
is shallow and encumbered by many islets, reefs and shoals. The Stralt,
whioh conneots the Bay with the Samar Sea north of Leyte, is about
twelve miles in length ani one-quarbter to one~half miles in width,
narrowing ia two places tu 200 yerds. It varies in depth averagilsg be-
twaen five and fifteen fathoms. Due to 1ts width and ita shoals, it ocan
acooumodate only minor veassals and s»all oraft.

Thors are two chamnels inio the Gulf from the Pacific. The northe
oast ohannsl between Samar Island and Homonhon Island is nine miles
wide with depths of at least nine fathoms, Rip-tides and overfalls are
pressnt. The southesst channel, also Xnown as Surigao Strait East,
which is the preferabie channel, is fif'tesn miles wide with depths

gonerally of twanty fathoms or more,

e
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(¢) 7ASSAGES THROUGH THE PHILIPPINES

Pho two principal passes from the South China Sea into the Pacific
Ocean through the Philipplacs are: (1) Northern Route and (2)
Southera Route. Both of thuse routes are guitablas for large ships,
although each has areas of restricted waters too narrow to permit .
passage of formations other than column.

(1) Yorthern Route

Ships using this route generally enter the Sibuyan Sec either
north or south of Mindoro. Enbering north of uindoro the route passes
through Verds Island Passage and south of Marindugue Island. Entoring !
south of Mindoro, the route transits mgblas Strait. After passing through
the Sibuyan Sea tho route passes between Masbate and Burias where tho Pass
(Masbate Pass) has a minimum width of seven miles; thence morth of Ticao,
and through Ticao Pass into tha southorn entrance of San Bernardino
Strait. The southorn entrance of this strait is tho most restricted
arca on tho route. Tails is bocause the stralt entrance has three chan-
nels; one hetween Luzon and Capul Island; one betwoen Capul Island and
Dalupiri Ioland and one botwoen Dalupiri Island and Semure. The usual
pass is between Luzon and Capul Island. Waters in tho strait, as olse-
whore along the routs, are deep but Juring the northeast mounsoon,
usually boginning in QOctober, heavy seas and rip-tides are encountered,

(2) Southern koute

In traversing the southern route, vonsels may enter the Sulu Sca
eithor north or south of Palawaa. In the south the principal channel
is through Balabao Strait passing just south of Balabac Island thence
through Nasubata Channel into the Sulu Sea. In the north the prinoipal
charmel is through tfindoro Strait which is divided into two wide passes;
through Apo East or West Fass and into the Sulu Sea. Thenoce, the route
enters tho Mindanao Sea through a fifteen mile opening south of Negros
Island and pagsses eastwsrd throuzh tlat sea to *he south entrance of
Surigao Strait. This entrance is the narrowost part of the strait,
b3ing nine miles from the southeast coast of Panaon lsland to the
nearest tip of Mindanao. The Strait runs approximetely thirty-fi-e
miles north to Hibuson Tsland which divides the north entrance into
Leyte Gulf iato two passes. The pais between Leyte and ilibuson Island
ig about twelve miles iu width; that between Hibuson and Dinagat is
three miles, Surigao Strait is deep with the shores on aither side
steop-to. During the period of the northeast monsoon, winds in the
strait may be strong, but usually cease during the night. With uch
a wind, rain is frequemnt. 1In gencral there 1s no very bad weather iu
Surigao Strait. The oharacteristics of *his strait willbe discussed
more fully during the study of the Battle of Surigao Strait.
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(d) WEATHTR

Weather in the Philippine area is predominantly maritime in character
and primarily affected by three different air ourrenis. During the
! months of March, April and often February and May, the trade wiad carries
! a moderate broete from the oast, This is associated with generally fair
woather and clear skies although thunderstorms are frequent, For six
| - months, from May to October, the trade wind is displaced by the south-
: wost monsoon which is a deflection of the southern hemisphere trade
winds, Thie is tkc seasou of cloudy weathor and rain, although moat of
the rain is dissipated on the west side of the Philippines and relative-
ly little reaches the 9ast coast. It is also the season for typhoons.
During Octobar the southwest monsoon pjives way to the stiroager and more
soustant northeast monsoon which prevells from Novembher until early
' ¥arch. This wind brings cooler temperatures, the annual minimm ranging
i from B1°T to 62°F, It also brings rein to tho east coast with maximum
- rainfail at Leyte and Samar occurring during November - March. The
. transition period between the {two monsoons 1is of about two weeks duration.
; B
!

(1) Typhoons

. A woather zlement having nignificant influence in the Philippine
' arca is the ocourrence of typhoons., Although they may be encountered

' throughout the year, most of these atorms appear during the period of the
southwest monsoon from May to November, with September being the month of h
most frequent typhoons followed by October and November, Winds can attain |
a velooity of 70-150 knots, and theso storms are accompanied by vinlent i
seas, heavy rain and very heavy surf, In Octobor, as many as three puass p
over the Philippines while in November as many as two may do so, Fre-
quently, such storms forming either ia the China Sea in the western

. Pacific may recurve so as to pass clear of the islands, but their effect
in high winds and surf can seriously interfore with operations,

't Since prectically all typhoons which affect Philippine weather

I move toward the islands from the eoutheast, shipping moving from western
’ Pacific bases should have warning of the existance of a typhoon approach-
ing the Philippinos in sufficient timo to modify plans as necessary.

24 (2) Weather In October

i The month of October is one of variable weather on the east coast
! of the Philippinas. Uutil the northeest monsoon develops, the equa-
IJ torial front, lying across Mindanao, will produce cloudy overcast skies
o with frequent showers and poor visibility. As this front is moved south-
ward by the strengthening of the northwest monsoon, weather will be
partly cloudy with scattered showers and good visibility. During the
, latter part of the period, the rainy season mey commence on the east
' coast, brought on by the moist air of the northeast monsoon, About
twenty daye with rain are usual in the Leyte ares, causing an average
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of nine inches of rainfall during the month. There are almost no clear

days in the Leyte aroa during October; about twoaty being cloudy and

only eight partly cloudy. in genoral, visibility is good. (See Plate 1)

(3) Winds In OQotcber

Exoept during the typhoox or st
east coast in October arse light and vari
vail with frequent early morning calws.

are diffio:’t at times due to lack of wind, The most probable wind is

northeasterly.

-G
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oru conditions, winds along the
able. Soa and land broezes pre-
Operations from small carriers
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CHAPTER_II*
ALLIED ARRANGEMENTS
() ALLIED COMMAND RELATIONS (PLATE 11)

(1) General Discussion

The entire Pacific area had been designetod as an orea of U.S.
strateglc responsibility. This ares had been divided into thraec large
areas: The Southwist Pacific, the Southeast Pacific and the Pacific
Ocean; the latter velng furthev subdivided into the North, Central and
Soutl Pacific areas,®

The toundery between the Southwest Facific area and the Pacific
Ocean arsa was the sama 8o it had been when originally established in
1942 with the exception that the modification made in July, 1942 in con-
nection with the seizure of Guadalcenal still remained. The originel
boundary ran from Cape Kami (Luichow Peninsula) south to Latitude
200-00'N; thence east to Longitude 130°-00'E; thence south to the Equator;
thence east to Longitude 165°-00'E; south t» Latitude 10°-00'S; south-
westerly to Latitude 17°-00'S, Longitude 160°-00'E; thence south. The
Guadalcanal modification changed the boundary 165°-00'F to 159°-~00'E, %%

(a) Pacific Ocean Ares (POA)

The Pacific Ocesn area war under the command of a Commander-
in-Chief, CINCPOA, who had been assigned basic tasks on April 3rd, 1942
ag followas*®

(1) Hold the island positions between United States and
Southvest Pacific ares nacessary for security of 1line of communications
betwoen these regions and for supporting naval, air and amphibious
operations against Japanase forces.

(2) Support operations of forces in Southwest Pacific area,

* The time of receipt of many Al)%aa dispatches has been generally un-
avallable to this analysis. >ften the time of receipt is kmown for
one command but is not ¥nown “or cther cormanda, In order to com-
pensate for thls, it has beon assumed from an average time of receipt
of & number of imporiant dizpatches thet, unlees otherwise stated,
impcrtant dispatches concerning cperations were received by action
addrossees in one half hour. Such assumed times of receipt are in-
dicated by the phrase "at about.* While this asaumption may seem
somewhat generous, a study of this analysie will show that the result
of later receipt {such as cne hour or more’ would have cansud littla
or no change in the basic atudy.

#% SECNAV Letter (5C) Al6-3(28), April 20th; 1942, Enclosure (B).

«%% SECNAV Letter (SC) A16-3(28), April 20th, 1942, Annex to Enclosure
(4), as modified by SECNAV Letler, Serisl 029100A, July 1942.
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(3) Contajia Jipenose forces within the Pacific Theater.
(4) Support the defense of tho continent cf North Amerioca.
(5) Protect esse~tial sea and alr communications.

(6) frepare for e.ecution of major awphibious offensives
against positions held by Japan initlally ts be launchod from South
Paoific and Southwest Facifio areas.

in oomnection with the above, he was ordered to exercise direct
sommand of the oombined armed forces in the North and Central Pacifioc
areas.* The Battle for Leyte Gulf was Sought alwosi entirely ia the
Southwest Pacific avea in a position due west of the Central Pacifio
arsa. Pacific Ovean Area foroes engaged fr the battle entersd the South-
west Pacific aros fron the Central Pucifio in accordance with cocordina-
tion agreements betwsew COMS(AWESPAC and CINCPOA. These Central Pecifio
forces remained uader tie direoct vommamd of CINCPOA,

CINCPOA was Admiral Chestor W, Nimitz wh> oa May 8th, 1942 had
assumed command of all lanl, sea wnd air forcees in the Pacifio Ovean
Area exsept the land dalensvs of New Zealund.** His headquarters waro
at Pearl Harbor.

(b) Southweat Pacific Area (SOWESPAC)

The Southwest Panific aurea was under the command of a
Suprome Commander, COMSCWESPAC, who hed on April 3rd, 1942 = iu the
same dispatch which had assipgned tasks to CTNCPOA - beon assigned basic
tacku a8 follows:*

(1) Hold the koy military regiones of Australia as basos for
futuro offensive ection againit Japan and in orcder to check Japanese oon-
quest in his area,

(2) Cheak envmy advance toward Australia end its essential
lines o’ communication Yy Jdestruction ¢f enemy combatant troops and
supply 8. ips, air-raft sud bases in Easvern Malayuia and New Guines,
lismerok, Solomons Islands reogion.

(3) Exert economic pressure on enemy by destruction of
shipping tra.sporting materials to Japan,

{1) Mainteis cur positicn in the Philippines.

* CQMINCH Dispa‘ch 051905, April, 1942, ©o CINCPAC.
** FHar Diary CINCAC, Muy 1942.
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(5) Protect communications within Southwest Pacific area
and its close npproaches,

(6) Route shipping in that area,

(7) Support opsrativns of frierdly forees in Pacific Ocean
area and Irdian theater,

(8) Prepare to take the offensive.

It will be observed that the basic tasks aasigned CINCPOA in April
1942, while still applicable in 1944, were in the process of becoming
oosolescent, and that those assigned COMSOWESPAC wers, in fact, obsolete.
It is not clear why the Joint Chiefs of Staff did not asaign to both
CINCPOA and COMSOWESPAC new busic tasks more suitable to the strategic
situstion which existed in the Pacific in the early fall of 1944. The
Joint Staff Planners and the Joint War Plans Committee were fully aware
of this need and had recommended new basic tasks as early as February
1944* but the original dircctives remained unchanged at the time of
the Battle for Leyte Guif.

COMSOWESPAC was General Douglas MacArthw: who had assumed command
of that area on April 18th, 1942. His headquarters were at Hollandia,
New Guinea,

The Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific Area (COMSOWESPAC) had
organized his theater forces into a number of components: naval, air
and ground, each under a comnmander who reported directly to him, He had
=s hip naval commander a United States nawval officer,** designated Cow-
mander A1lied Naval Forces Southwest Pacific Area, who was vested with
all powsrs customarily granted to the Comnandera—in-Chief of Fleets.
Under this commander were all of the naval forces of the Ailled Natlons
in the Southwest Pacific area,.®** He had as his air copmunder aan officer
of the Air Corps, U.S, Army**** who was designated Commander Allied Air
Forces, Southwest Pacific Area, This officer commanded all of the
land-based air forces attached to SOWESPAC, As his ground commander,
he had a general officer of the Australian Army****®* vho was designated
Commander Allied Land Forces, Southwest Pacific Area. This officer,
however, unlike the commanders of Allied Naval Forces and Allied Ailr
Forces, did not commund all land forces in the theater, The U.S. SIXTH

* Joint Calefs of Staff 732, Joint Planning Staff Repori ™odification
in Basic Directives to Supreme Communder, Southwest Pacific Area and
to Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Areaa,® February 25th, 1944.
%% Yice Admiral Thomas C. K!nkald, USN,
%4% SECNAV Letter (SC) A16.3(28), April 20th, 1942, page l.
a#x¥ Lieut, General George C. Kenney (AC), USA.
®uk#% CGeneval Sir Thomas Blawmey,.
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Army, tho U.S. WIGHTH Army,
directly to tho Supreme gommander who, in fuact,
Alliod Land Forces cf tno thoateor.

and the Australian FIRST Army all roported
algo acbed as Comnsndor

forcos attached to CILNCPOA or to
spoctive ureas, coordinution with
to bo offcetod by the Joint Chiefs
Staff, as apprepriatee*

It is of intersst that whon task
COMSOWESTAC operated outsidu thoir ro
forcos in tho new oporabing uwroa was
of Staff or by the Combined Chiefs of

The comnm-l of eomhinod oporations with Australian {orces was as
4 wure involved, the senior Amorican pavul

follows: If carrior units
officer would bo iu command becausn of the nature of oarrler cprrations;

otharvice, whon the naval forces of the two powers wore oporating to-
gother and no enrrier oporuntions woro iavolved, the scnior of ficor of
eithor power would bo {n command.** For this rnuson, at the Battlo of
Surirao Strait, an Australian officor led ono of tho Allied destroyer
abtucks. Mo Australian ships woro with tho Pacific Fluot carrior task
forces which suvportod COMSONMISPAC'a cpornlions,

{¢) China-turma-India Area (enT)

The China-Surma=Inain Area desipnation way used only by
Lhe Uels Army, wnd did not ropresont a slnple thoatere Actually, the CBI
aron roverad thrao soparuale thaoater cormands s¥+*

of a Supremo Comanldd-

(1) The Chinw Thoaber undor thu ccemmand
His Chief of Staff

ort+e* whou, aa tho Head of &tato, was r~ivon no toskse

wus Gonorel Je 7. Stilwoll, USA.

(2) Tho Southeast Asia Commond undor a
who opsratod under the British Chiofs of Staff. His Deputy Commander wns

Genornl J. W. Stilwnll, UiSA.

(3) the India Comnend under a Commander in Chiof,+s¥#+* who

was rusponsible to the overmmont of India.

U+S. Forces in the CDI Area wero cormandod by Fenoral Stilwell

ag Comunanding Gouorzl, U. S. Forcos, ¢BI, directly under the

Supremo ComnuGer, kxes:

» STCHAV Tothor (SC)J Al6-3(28), April 20th, 1942, bnclosure (A)e
#% War Dlasry CINCPAC, April 16th, 1942,
«=x Roport to the Combinod Chiefg of Staff by the Supreme Alliod Com-
mandar, Southaast Acia, 1943-1945, London: His Majosty's Station-
ery Office, 1951, paru. 19.
#4r+ Gonoraliselmo Chiang Kai-Shoke
«s#k# Vice Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten,
s+ 4% General GClaude Auchinlack, British Army.
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Amoricon Joint Chiefs of Stnff, Thoy wore, howcvor, under the oparation-
control of the respuetivo tnoater commanuerse* Thus, in Chiva, TS,
Forens wore under tho cormand of Gonoral Stilwell as Commanding

toneral, W.S. Forces, CHl, and under the oporalional countrol of the
Generalissimo nnd nis Chiof of Staf'f, Goneral Stilwell.

In China the FOIRTHEMTH Air Yerre and tho TWEITIWIH Bomber Command
ropresontcd American combatant forcos operating in that thoator. The
primary objoctive of the WOIRTEEHTH Ajir Morce was tactical support of
Chinose pround foroes,** lowever, tho Conoralissimo permitted thoe
Commanding General, FAURTKEITH Afr Forcos=s* ulmost complato freedom in
target selectiong*»

Tho primary objective of the TAENTLIETH Bomber Commnand was tho
destruction of Jupanuso military and indastriul systomy by ztratogic
vombordment and mininge#x#* In uccomplishing thic objeuctive, tho
TRAITTATT Bomber Command operatod diroctly under tho Jeivt Chiefs of Staff
and not under tho Cenoralisoimo, nor under thu C.G., Uedhis Avmy Forcus,
e13T. Thu coordination of its activities withh othor forcos is discuassod
undor "Coordiunalion of Operations with Adjacent Thuater Commanderc."

Thoro was nlso operating within the China Theator an orpanizution
known as Navul Group, Chinue***wr This proup, in October 1544, operated
directly undor COMTICI. It accomplished many »nd varied tasks in the
prosecution of tho war, During the Battle for Loyte Gulf it was omployed
hy Paocific navul commandors as a liaison agency to disseminate information,
and to coordinate vequests for cvoperation from *he China Thoator. It
was nlso employsd to disseminate to intorcstod naval commanders in the
Pacific important contaocts und intolliponce information iathored by
Allied unitsc operating iu Chinagxwwwxs*

Ou Octobor 25th, Goneral Stilweil was relieved in Chine by Ilujor
General Albort C. ¥odomoyer, USA, and tha U.5. Arny dosignation
of CBI was changed from one to two poeopraphicul arocas: China and

* Koport Lo the Combinod Chlels of stalt by the Tuprame Alliod GCom=
mander, Soubthoast Asia, 1943-1945, London: Uis Mujesty's Stution-
ary Oftriceo, 1351, para. 20.
x+ Diractor, USAAF Lisrary Division, Air Universily, Letlor,
November 2th, 1950, Lo President, Haval dar Collogo.
#x* Jiajor Coneral Clalro L, Chonnault (AC), JSA.
++&¥ The Stratogic Air Operationa of Vary ioa-y Bombardmen* in the ‘lar
Apninst Japan - dilitary Analysis Division, army and Army Adr
Scction, United Statos 3tratopic Bombing Survey, Fiunul Roport,
Septomuer 1lst, 19406,
siokxx Commandnd by Commodore M. ¥. Miles, YUSN.
ket COMAVGRPCIINA Lottor Searial 0020, Juna 1lst, 1945, (Operations
of U.S. Naval Group Chinae)
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Burma-India, Major Jcneral Nodomeyer became Conmanding Genuiul, .S
Forces, China, and Chief of 3taff to the Supreome Commender, China, while
Major Genoral Daniel I. Sultan, USA, bocume Commarding General, U.S.
Forces, Burma-Indiae

Although the oommand setup for the CBI arva seewms reascnably clear,
it did net, in fact, operato woll, for the various Allied Cormonders
were so olomely interlocked as to cause considerable confusicn in tho
mind of the Commanding Goneral, U.S. Forces, CBI, who stated ... "The
command setup is a Chineso puzzle with (tho varicus Allied commanders),
and me intoywoven and mixed beyont recognition.'*

% kX & *

Such wore the command orgonizations for the Pacific, Southwost
Iacific, and Chira-Burma-India Areas in Octoher 1944.

On September Ath, 1944, the Joinb Chiefs of Staff iswuod thelr
directive for the capture of Leyte. Thia capburu was to be accomplished
by COMSONESPAC, who was to bo gupported by CIHCPOA, The latter was
dirceted to "furnish necessary fleet support and augment assault ship-
ping for the Southwest Paoifio Operationc,'*+ COMSOWESPAC and CTNCPCA
were to arrange for covordinatior and mutunl supporte.

The plun for the capture of the Leyte Gulf - Surd gno Strait area
nhad long bown oonsidored by COMSUWESPAC, and had beon piven the title
KT5% T1. COMSOWESPAC, in his Werning Tustructions Number &, had stated
the misgion as follows:

XKING II - Seize control of the Leyte Gulf - Swripuo Strait area
and eslablish major air, navel, und loplstics bases for the support of
subsoquout operutions to reoccupy tha Philippiunes. Target date--Docember
20th, 1044,++*

In the Joint Chiefs of Staff's dispatoh directing tho capture of
Leyte, COMSCY¥MSPAC was diroctod among other things: To occupy the Leyte-
Surigao area with a terget date of Docember 20th, 1944; to seize and
develop bases and install forcos in tho Central Philippines to support
a further advance directly to Formosa by Pacific Ucean Area Forces,
target date - March lst, 1945, or to seize Luzon - tarset date -
Fobruary 20th, 1945,%%

%" Josoph W. Stilwell, The Stilwell Fapers, Wiiliam 5ioaud Assvciaiss,
Inc., New York, 1948, page 218.
++ Jolnt Chiefs of Staff Dispantch WARK 27648, September 8th, 1944 to
CCRSOMSSPAC and CINCPUA.
*#+ CCMSOWESPAC Werning Instructions Numbevr 5, August 3lst, 1944,
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On Soptember 1Eth, 1944, the Joint Chiefs of Staff directsed that he
targot date for Leyte-Surigao overation bo advarced to October 20tn,.*

COUSHTRSPAC then, on Septomber 21st, 1044, issued his "Oporations
Instructicns Number 70" wheroin ae directed that:

"worses of the Southwest Pacific, covercd and supported by the
TIZRD Fleet, will cortinue the of fensive to re-occuny the Philipoines by
seizing and occupyinp objectives in the Leyte and Western Samar airoa,
and will establish therir naval, air und legistic facilities for tho
support of subsequent operuticns. Target date-=-Octobor 20th, 1244,"«*

(2) Chain of Comrand within SOWSSPAC (Plate II)

CONSONESPAC, by agreement smong the Allied Powmrs, was nob
elipible, as Supreme Communder, to ccnmand directly eny national force.***
This did auot prevent him from directly commanding the joint forces en-
goged in the Leyte operation, which he did, In this, he filled the role
of a joint task force commander. As Supreme Commander, CUMSUNESPAC
designated Allied Nuvai Forces, SOWISPAC Area, Allicd Air PForces, SOWESPAC
Arca and the SIXYH Army as tho components of the joint force to exocute
the Loyte campaipn. In his Operaticnas Instructicne Nuaber 70 he directed
that Commam ders of Allied yiaval and Air Forces submit their plans for
general support of the overation to the Supreme Commander. lle further
directed thut "for the coordination of planniag, the Commaarder Allied
Navel snd Alr Forces will cpuse their respootive clcse support commanders
to report tou the Commanding General SIXTH U.S. army who is charged with
the coordiration of plaus,"*+ and also that the Comanding General SIXTH
U.S. Army present tho Supremo Commander with a brief of the coordinated
plan of operaticns.**

This mothod of obtalning coordination of planning Ly employlug the
commander of one unilateral service %o coordinate the plans of the other
servi _es on the same echelon of commund is not considered advicable us
it may lead to too much emphasis on the requirements of the coordirating

comeand e

Tt will be observed that this was an unusual situation and was nob
in complete accord with the approved procedures in offoct in October 1944
for the joint action of che Army and the Navy. Norwally, the plans of
the commanders of the Allied Army, Navy, and Air Forces would havo been
ccordinated and exccubed by a Joint faak Force Commander, who would have
oxercised unifiad command under the Supreme Commander. Howsver,

* Jolnt Chiefs of steff Dispatch 150746, September 1944, to CINCPOA
and CONSOWESPAC,
x+ CUMSUWESPAC Operations Instructions Number 70, September 21lst, 1944,
ess SECNAV Lebter (SC) Al6-3(28) April 20th, 1942, Enclesure (A).
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COMSOMMASPAC did no* desire to set up such a task foree commander, but
preferred to retain sueh sormand himself, Ho appeurg to have felt that
ho could obtain equally satisfactory results by omitting tho Joint Task
Force Commander snd by operuting direotly with the Commanders of the
Allied Naval and Air Forces aud with tho Comnanding General SIXTH Army
whom he clevated to the sume eohelon of command as the above Cormandors
Allied Naval and Air Forces. In order %o accomplish proper coordination
he not only issued detailed "Operations Instructions" to hie forcos, but
he olso designated the STXTil Army as o unit soparate from his Alliod Lund
¥orces.* Although this eystem ope:ated satisfactorily bocause of the
characters of the commancers concerned, it is not roconmended o0s standard
proceduro.

It scems cleayr that, except for particular situaticns, it weuld bo
wiscer to establish a Joint Task Force Comrandor who would not only
ooordinate the basic plans of those components of the Army, Havy and Alr
Porces which were involved in this operntion, but who would also be in
comrand in the objective arca and wnould be empuwurcd Lo muke decisious
crmeoruineg the unilateral sorvicos under his cormand, ¥*

As it was, Commandor Alliod Javal Forcos, for roasons ol hig own,
Celt +hat it was advisable for him to asaume comnand of the Contral
Philippincs Attack Force (17 77). By sodoing ho not only booams in-~
violved in the tactical operstions in the objective area, but he ulso
assumod command responsibililiss on three separato echelons viz,, Commund-
or Allled Newal Forces, Comsnnlor SEVETIH ¥Fleet, and Comnander Central
Philippinss Attack Force (CIF 77). While thius sssumption of tactioal
comnand by Commander Alliod Navel Forcos was not aecessarily unsound, it
could have resul'ted in his bLecominp, o engrossed in the tuctioal detalls
of the operetion as to overlook possibly hic Lasic responsibilitlies us
Commander Allied Javel Foreos SUWEGPAC. ‘Nould it not have boun more in
keeping with his command rogponsibilitios had he dosignated his noxt in
comnaid = iu this case CTF 79 - to commamd TF 77 while ho retainod com-
mand of Allied Naval Forces SONSSPAC and tho SEVENTH VFloet?

Actually, althouph not so designated, the Cusmander of tho Ceutral
Philiopines Attack Force was in fact a joint Lask forco com.endor during
the amphibvicus movemont and lunding. For COMSONESPAC directod in part
that:

* COISUALSPAC Opnretions Instructions Number 70, Septomboyr 21st, 1944,
s+ Joint Action Armod Forces Sepbembor 1951, Departments of the Army.
Navy and Air Force, Chaptor 3, Section 2, Sub=-soction 5 = Joint
Task ¥orco,
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YASHVILLE was in the samo
pines Attack Force.

ovement and landing, the Commander
mmand of the amphibious operations;
the lending forces are astablished

"During the amphibious m
Nov.l Attack Forces 18 in co
his oowmand sontinues uatil

ashore."*

¢ alfter 1723 October 18th, CONSOWESPAC in the

1¢ ig of interest tha
task group with the Commander Central fFhilip-

(3) Coordination of Operations with Adjacent Theater Comnanders

(n) COMSOWRSPAC and CIMNCIOA

support ordered by the Joint

The coordination and mutunl
was accomplished in two weye.

Chiefs of Staff for the Lsyte operation
Fivst, CINCPOA's Plans Officorx* in conference with COMSONRSPAC s
Assistant Chief of Staff*+* for Opeorations (Ge3) agread on Septembor
2let, 1944, ou & plan of operations for the T:AIKD Fleet comnensing ab
D~10.**+% This was approved by COMSOWESPAC on September 25th, Actuaelly,
ue this plan of operations discussed also thd employment of land-based
naval bombers from palau, it is presumed thet this agroement covered the
western Pecific Tusk Forceg*+¥x* more +har it did the TIRD Fieet, which
wes a part of the wostern Pacific Task Forces, Seoondly, CLICPOA in his
Operation Plen g-44, directed that "Necossary measures for detal ed
coordination o operations betwoer. the Western Pacific Task Forcos aad
forces of the Southwest Pacific will be arrangod by their rospectivo

faxxdrk  This was accowplished at Hollandia, Vew Guinesa,

ptember 23th to October 1st, where the Conmander

vorces (Comnander THIRD Fleet) complotad hiy cun-
ommandor SEVANLI Fleot, and mads plans .. .
Task Forces in supnort of KING T1.

commeandersi e
during the period So
Wostoern Pacific Task
eorances with COBSITESPAC and G
for the employment of Justera Pacifis

two - he genoral plan paragraph of' the ahave mentionod
irocted that "worces of the Pacific dcean Area

Tn_ paragraph
Southwest Pacifin Aroatxsersst TE

Owrﬂrmiﬁmlfvﬁmmnd
will nover and support Corces of the

OO EOHRSPAC Oparations InsEFGEETFHE?ﬁEEIET*ﬂ57§§LQITYHEFTTI:“““
4% Roar Admiral rorrest Sherman, USH.
wxk Hajor tererai S.J. cnanberlin, USA.
e+t Momorandum, Sephusbor alst, 1944, from Kear Admiral Forrvest
Sherman, 'S¥ and wajor Genoeral Josnph Chamberlin, !ISA to
COMSONESPAC and CINGPOA »a Coordinntion of Opsrations.
xasxs The Wontern Pneific Tus. Forces were bheso Pacific Ocean Area
forces in the Wesltern pacifiic which wore operaciig undce the com-
mang of Admiral W.U. qalooy, USH and congisted essontially ol the
THIRD Flaet also somnanded by Admiral alsey, SN and the worward
Araa, Central Pacitic, comnended by Vioe Adiniral Je.He Hoover, GSM.

sxrexx CINCIOA operabtlon Plan 8-44, Serial 001851, Soptembor 27+n, 1944,

carpae War Diary COMTRTHDF]

T, October 1944,
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seema quite clear from this general plan paragraph that CINCPOA®8 cbjective

for the general effort of the whole force was a double one embracing both ‘o
"protection™ and "gupport,” He also directed in paragraph three - the ;
task assigmment paragraph - that the Western Pacific Tusk Forces were
to destruy enemy uovel and air forcee in or threatening the Philippine |
o erea., This was a "destruction" objective, which 1imited the destruction !
f; to those enemy naval and alr foroes in or threatening the Philippine aren. 3
' He f.r+tner directed in this samo paragraph, bhut under sub-paragraph X-ray,
§' that "in case opportunity fer destruction of major portion of the enemy
» fleet offer or can be created, such destruction becomes the primery task."*
i This was alsc a "dostruction® odjective, but here the destruction objec~
. tive was no longer liwited to naval and air focces in or threatening the

: Phillppine area, but instsad, enemy naval and air forces &lmost anywhere, .
* so long as treir destruction contributed ton the protection and support !

of the Southwast Pacific area, automaticaily beoame proper targeta for

the action of the Western Paci®ic Task Forces,

il

That this i8 4 correot interpretatiom o® CINCPOA's views is olear
for in CINCPOA's report of hilo operations during Octobsar 1944 he stated :

very definitely:

" An understanding of the uperations off Formosa during the
,- middle of October requires that the basic tas). assigned the THIRD Tleet
P bo kept in mind. Thet task, as already mentioned, was to oreate an
opportunity to engage and destroy major portions of the eunemy fleet. A
secondary object was the destruction of enemy aircraft, and temporary
neutralization of Formoss as a base for staging Japanase airoraft to the

Philippines. =

SRun: " haliliceveid

} It is significent that Commander THIRD Fleed, (COMTHlRDFLT) in his
Operation Order, piacod the Ndestructiou of enemy fleet" objective in his

general plan paragroph as the primary effort to be aocomplisied hy his

whole foroe,**#

COMTHIRDFLT also im his Operation Order 21-44, statued in part that,
after fuoling cn October 19th, his four carrier task groups which com-
poced TF 38 would join of " Sama* "From wherc all groups (would) support
landing operations Leyte as later dirocted, and as ooordinated by
Commander IEVENTH Fleet."++#* (COASEVENTHILT )

:; This wa: iu accovdence with tho agreemont ontored into oy CINCPOA
' and COMSOWESPAC through their reapective plenners, wherein it was agroed
that the THIRD Flect, including the four carrier proups, would cover end

851, Septomoer STth, 1944,

v CIVCPOA Oporation Plan 8-44, Serial 00O
Dotober 1944, CTHCPLC-CLAGPUA,

= QOporations in tha Pacific Ocoan areas,
Ney Zlst, 1245,
xxx COMTHIRUFLI Operation Order 21-44, Dispatoh

031600, Dotover 1944,




S |

NN . S

Ch EHTIAL

support the KING 11 Operation dy cortain definite action prior to and
during D day, and that "Beginning on D/l, and thersafter, will operate
in strateglc support of the (RMG IT) Opsration effecting strikes as
the situation at the time requires.”*

Nothing in CINCPCA's Operation Plan 3-44 or in COMTHIRDFLL's
Opsratioa Order 21-44 roquired that Commender THIRD Fleet obtain the con-
currence of COMSOWESPAC in executing any of his operations or of vven
advising him as to a change in plans, This omission is particuiarly
jmportant whon "the dastruction of the enemy fleot objective™ referred
Lo above, 1s considered., For by issuing this directive without, at the
same %ime, requiring that the Commander Western Paoific Task Forces cotain
the concurrence of the Comuander of the forces being covered and sup-
portad, or, at the very least, inform that Coumander of his change in
plans, CINCPUA mado poasible a breakdown of that detailed coordinatlon
necessary for the eucoess of an operation of the scope of KING II. Did
he not thereby jeopardize the intogrity of the Allied basic plan by making
it possiblo for his supporting and covering forcos to be drawn away from
their basic rols and, thereby, allow other powerful eumemy forces to lu=
terfero with the SOWLSPAC operations? The jdeas here exuresand are not
now. Years age the British naval historian, Corbett, sapressed a simi-
lac idea when he said the "paramount function {of a covering force) is to
prevent intorferunce with the actual combined operationz - that is, the
landing, support and supply of the Army."*=*

This was not the first occasion whea CINCPOA had employed this
ndestruction of the enomy fleet" objective as an objective which might
well supersede the originally assirned protoction and support objeotives
as promulgated iu paragraph two. He had issued exactly tho same iu-
structious, word for word, to nis Commander Western Pacifice Task Foroes
in his Operation Plan for the ocoupation of the Ulithi-Palau line pro-
nulgased some two mouths earlior.*x* Bul thore was a marked djifference
in thess two operatlons. Not only were tho operations for the scizure
of the Ulithi-Palau line much smaller in soope than were the operations
for the seizuro of Leyte and the strategic jmplications of failure far
lcas, but (end this is vital). the former operation was completely under
CINCPOA with limitod assistance macessary from COMSOWYSPAC, whoress the
latter operation was under COMSUWKSPAC with great assistance neoessary
from CINCPOA, under whom was the fast carrieor task force. In consider-
ing the Ulithi-Palau oparatioa, it is apparent that the possibility cf
destroying a major portion of tho enemy flaet, whon woighed against the

* Temorandum Seplemuer elst, 1944 from Rear Admiral Forrost Sherman,
USN, and Major Genoral Joseph Chamberlin, USA, to COMSOWESPAC and
CTHCPOA on Coordination of Operations.

x+ Some Principles of daritime Strategy by Julian S. Corbett, pub~
lished by Longmans, Green and Coo, 1911, page 291,
xx% CINCPOA Operation Plan 6-44, Sorial 0uE63, July 21st, 1944.
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possibility of fallure of tho seizure operations, offored a calculated
risk wnich, if successful, could improve considerably the Allied situa-
tion in the Western Pacific. F#ven if the seizure oporations failed, it
: is quite likely that the Allied strategic plaa would not havo been
Eﬁ gariously affected therety, although tho timetablae for its various

; phases would probably have baen upset., Can the same remsrks be made
concerning the effact that Allied failure in the Leyte operation night
nave had on Allied siratepy in the Pacific?

;“ In the plans for tho employment of tho Western Pucific Task VForces
. in support of XING II, the Commarder Western pPacific Task Forces uvpera-

: ting in the SQOVESPAC area in supoort of COMSOWESPAC, wss not under the
orders of CG4SOfISPAC evon to the remotest degrde. He was at all timos
ander CTKCPOA. In a similer fashion tho Commander Allied *aval Forces
SOTISPAC was under COMSOWRSPAC and not under the orders of CIMNCPOA or of
CIICPOA's Commander Yestern Pacific Task Morces.

o This comnund situation has been highly criticized as having besn
' responsible for the near disaster to the Allied arms which occurred during
- tho battlc of October 25th. Tt has beon strongly gugrestoad in some

’ circlos that this might have been aveided had Cormander Wostern Pacifice
Tusk Forces teen ordcred to report to CONSGINSPAC tiwouph Commander Allied
waval Vorees SOWESPAC. This is not considered to have been the correct
sclution since the "covering” responsibilities of Cumauder Wostern

pacific Task Forces ombraced cporaticus over vast poographic areas which
1 were often far removed from Lho areas of his "support" responsibilities.
K ARlthourh it is roalized that political us well as nersoual factecrs prob-
f' ally prevernted a proper solulion it is bolieved that a possible sclution
. would heve beon to have hiad CONSUYESPAC report to CINCPOA for this opera-
“'? ticn. 1In such case CILNCPOA could well have designated COUSGWESPAC us

the joint task force commander, supported by and covercd by Commander
Hestern Pacific Task Forces. The activitics of teth commanders would
then have been coordinated by a mutual supericr who could require clozo
cecllaboration in the accomplishment of Lhe tasks incident Vo all opera-
ticns invelved in the eutire Western Pacifie during thi! period. Trndsr
such a command seilup only & single strategic comrander would have been
rospensible to the Joint Chiefs of Steffs for “ho prosecutiorn of this
complox and crucial phase of tho war, For the proper strategic control
of those wide spread cpcrations 1t would have beon most advantageous for
C1NCPUA to have exerocised this command froem Suam rather than Peacl Harvor,
evea if this had required the setting-up of lomporary advanced operation-
al headquartere,

(b)Y CONSOTSPAC and BT (Plate 11)

No formal asracmen® oristed betwcen COMSOTHESPAC and the C/+
r.S. Army Forces in the CBI Theater, concorning, the coordination of the
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CBI operations with tha XING IT Oporation.* ‘levertneless, it should be
pointod out that tho Southeast Asia Comrzand, of which certain of the

U.S. Forces in the CBl Theater were, at times, a part, was concerneod

with the KIHG IT1 Operation; and nhad plnaned operations in its own areoa
which were designed to provido considerable diversionary supvort to
COMSOMESPAC. These planned cperations were to consist of (1) air attacks
on the Japanese 1lines of comnunication from Banpkok, Siam, to Moulme!n,
Burma, (2) an air attack on the Rangoon arov, (3) increased pground and
air operations in Burms, (4) and, [inslly, Ly a 3ritish naval bembard-
ment and aerrier strike against the Wicobar Islands, which lie just nortn
of Sumatre.+* This latter operation was designced to mislead the enemy
into Lhinkiny that landings wore lnminant.*** Tiese arrasngements appear
to have been 1rade as follows: The Tinited States nade a request through
the Combined Chiefs of Staff, on Grest Britaln to carry oul operations

as fuasible in sapport of KIMG UJ.**++ Tho British “hiefs of Staff

then directed the Supreme Allied Commander (SAU) Soutihcust Asia to com-
I-ly; that commander determined what supperting eperations he could
acecomolish wad advised COMSUWULSPAC of his plans. COMSONSPAC in turn
advised his iaterested cormandors by dispatche.

"he Southeast Asia Command carriod out all of the above planned
operations with the excevtion of Item two, the air attack on the Rangoon
arev, walch oporation doos not appear to have bean uncerteken, Tne attack
on the Nicobar Islands which occurred botweun Detober 17th and zlst was a
"sustained operation with attacks lasting for more than vhrec days.'sx»
Actuslly, in the opinion of the S¥AC, those diverslonery operations were
jnolfactive for Japawesc reaction was slight, and instead ol holding the
fleet in the Linpgpe-Singapore area, the Japansese departed for Brunoi Bay
and tho Battle for Leyts Gulf. ¢+ This opinion of SEAC was correct for
the Japancee roalized that the oporations were alversicnarysk¥*+ ¥

Mowoever, as the only oporations with which this study is concrned
are (a) the air operations in direct support of KNG TI, conducted oy
the 11,8, Army Forces in the CBI Thoeter, and, in particular, by the

+ OfTice of Ohisf of Wilitary Listory Letter, Webruary 6th, 1951, to
prosidont, Naval ¥ar College, signed by Orlando furd, iajor “onoral .
7,5, Army, Chief of Military History.

** CONSUNBSPAC Dispntch 151255 October 1944 to CINCPOA, CCMTHTRDWLY,
CTF 77 and GO 6th Army.

+#x Report to the Combined Chiefs of Staff by the Supreme Allfed Com-
mandar, Southeast Asia, 1943-1945, L ~dou: Ilils Majeaty's Station-
ory Office 1951, para. 283,
#+++ Ibid, parass. 2380-28%, inclusive,
x#«xa Nar Diary DESRON 1, Octobsr 1lst-3lst, '944, ¥WDC Documant 161638,
NA 11739,
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FOURTERNTH Air “orce, and (b) the air operations, in the same theater,
conduoted by the TWENTIETH Bomber Command, furthor reference to the
Southeast Asia Cownand will be omitted.

In connection with those air operatiors, 1t should be noted that
the CG, U.S. Army Forces in the CBI Tucater* was advised by the Joiat
Chiefs of Stalf us oarly as Septomber 18th, 1944, of the imminance of
KING II.** He was also advised that CINCPOA, whose Western Pacifio
Task Foranes would be cporating off the Nansel Shoto, Furmosa, and the
Philippines, i support of KING II, would roquost him by radio for air
support from the CBI bases.** Tharefore, it should be oloar that a
cooperation and coordination channel did exist from that date forward.

The FOURTEENTY Air Foros, commanded by Mejor General Claire L.
Chennault, U,3. Army, was under the operaticnal control of the CG, U.S.
Army Foroes in the CBI, who kept his CBI comnand abreast of CINCPAC's
wishes regardiug KING II.»*

The TWENTIETH Bomoer Command, on the other hend, operated dirootly
under the Joint fhiefs of Staff, through the CG, U.,J. Army Alr Forces in
Washington, The CG, U.S. Army Air Forces advised the interestsd com~
mAnders on September 29th, 1944, that opsratlous of the THENT[ETH Bomber
Command in support of KING II, would be directed by the Headquarters of
the TWENTIETH Air Force in Wushington in the same manner that strategio
operations were directed. He further advised that coordination would
ba effected a3 foilows: (a) local coordination to prevent sonflict
betwsen the operations of the TWENTIETH Air Foroe end tho WOURTEENTH
Air Force, end which consisted largely of an exchange of flight informa-
tion, would be the rosponsibility of the CG, U.S. Army Foroes in the
¢BI; (b) coordination with CQISGWESPAC would bo accomplished by direot
exchange of information betweon COMSOWHSPAC and the Headquartars
TWENT IETH Air Foroce; and (o) coordination with the THIRD Fleat (TF 38)
in the Formosa area was to be accumplishad through the Deputy Commander
of the TWENTIBETH Air Force in the POA.**x*

As a oonsequence cf thesa instructions, the CG, U.S. Army Foroces
in the CBI made ocertain ocoordinating arrangements whicnh followsd the
above instruotions olosely, with the principal exception that he
dasignated the 7G, FOURTEENTH Air Foroe as the coordinating agency of

* General Josoph W, Stiiwell, USA.

*» Office of Chief of Military History Letter, February 6th, 1951, to
President, Naval War College, signed by Orlando Ward, lYajor General,
JSA, Chief of Military ({istory.

w+*x 0G, Army Alr Foroes Dispatch WARX 38830, September 29th, 1944, to
COMSOWESPAC, CINCPOA, CG, U.S. Army Forces CBI, Deputy Commander
CBI Theater, CG, TWENTIETH Bomber Command,.
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the CBI Theater, and directed that officer to ocoordinate his air strikes
with those of CINCPOA, COMSOWESPAC and the TWENTIETH Bomber Command,*
That the CG, T.S. Army Forces in the CBI Theater felt a heavy responsi-
bility for the soordination of hie air strikes is apparent from his
unpublished diaries for Ootober i4th and 16th, 1944, whioh shoir that he
not oniy took a pevrsonal interest in the TWENT IETH Bomber Commnand’s
activities, but in fact, visited certain of that oommand's airfields to
witness the departure of the bombing groups, and, in addition, studied
the photographlc results of the bombings.**

(4) Air Coordination

The air situation was highly confused, for operating in support
of the same amphibious landing operatlon wore five distinot alr organiza-
tions over which there was no single ccmmander. Theso air organizations
operated through cooperation and coordination, They wers : (1) Certain
air components of the Army Alr Foroces (FPOURTEENTH Air Force) opeoruting
from China bases; (2) the TWENTIETH Bomber Command - portion of the
TXENTISTH Air Force - also operating from China basas; (3) certain air
components of the Westoru Pacifio Task Forces whioh lncluded the ocarrier=-
basod alreraft of the THIRD Fleet, and the land-based sircraft of the
Forward Area, Central Pacific; (4) certain air ccmponeuts of the Allied
Air Forces SOWESPAC, and (5) the carrier-based aircralt of the SEVENTH
Fleet, which were based in the esocort ocarriers, and the anti-submarine
airoraft of the SEVENTH Fleet. Actuaily, the air componeunts in (4) and
(5) were under COMSOWESPAC, but, even here, as will be shown later, theso
zroups operated undsr aeparate task force commanders and had no over-all
commander in the objective area, at least prior to the arrival of
COMSOWESPAC in that area on Qotober 20th.

(5) Summatioun

In swmmation then, 1t is clear that the command sltuation for
the Leyte operation left much to be desired, Although unity of command
oxisted within SOWESPAC, this unity of command was on ogoasions mare
illusory than real. It was in the person of COMSOWESPAC who did not
exercise such command except possibly after he had arrived in the ob=-
jective area off Leyte, Instead, he delegated ths coordination of all
plans to the Commanding General, SIXTH Army and the execution of these
plans Lo the cooperative and coordinated ccmmand of the commanders of
his Army, Navy and Air Forces.

Of the five separate air organizations involved in the opesation,

G, €. S ¥my Forcus Dispatoh CRA 15961 CM~IN-2830, Dotober 2rd, 1944,

to UeSe Aiyf Chief of Staff.
% Office of Chief of Military idistory, Letter, February 6th, 1951 to
President, Naval War College, signed by Orlando Ward, Major Geueral,

1JSA, Chief of Military History.
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CCMSOWESPAC commanded only two. The air components of the Wesiern
Pacific Task Forces, and uf the FOURTEENTH Air Force based in China,
cperated under their respsctive force commanders and supported the
Leyte operation thror h cooperation and coordination only, as did the
air components of th. [WENTIETH Bomber Command, which operated from
China bases, but under the direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

There was no separate jo:nt task force organization set up for this
operation. Instead, the theater commander appears to have assumed direct
cormend of all forces of SOWESPAC enguped in the Leyte operation in
addition to his over-all rosponsibilities as theater commander. Also,
his theater Havy end Alr TForce commenders assumed corresponding tactical
command of their own forces involved in the operation in addition to
their theoter responsibilities, The Commanding Ceneral, SIXTH Army,
unlikc the Navy and Alr Force component commanders in the Leyte opera-
tion, had no theater responsibilities beyond command of the SIXTH Army;
the over-all thuater command of ground forces remainec¢ a function of
COMSOWESPAC,

Finally, the introduction of an overriding obJectlve for the Com-
mander Western Pasific Task Forces - the destruction of e major portion
of the Japanese l'leet - in lieu of destroying ereny naval forces in or
threatening the Philippine area, - made possitle a breakdown of the
agreed coordination between these two commanders, for the protection
and support of the SOWESFAC arca,

(b) INFURMATION AVAILARIE TO THE ALLINMD NAVAL COMMANDER*

{1) The Allied Naval Commander did not believe that major elements of
the Japanese Fleei would oe involved in opposition tc the Allied landirgs
at l.eyte, He believed *his because he considered that the damage recent-
ly dealt Japanese aircraft, and the coverage now possitle for American
reconnaissance plenes would force the Japanese to withdraw what fleet
units were within the Manila Bay sector to safer harbors in the direction
of Lingga and the Empire.

In all fairness it should be pointed out here that this conclusion
as to Japanese intentions wus not pecullsr to the Allied Navel Commender
alone, but was also the opininn of COMSOWESPAC and the Commander Allied
Air Forces, SOWESPAC. This is clearly shown as follows: (a) On Septem-
ber 24th which he later confiimed on October 4th, Commander Allied Air
Forces SOWESPAC stated:*® "It is believed that the whole of the waters
of the Philippines will be hazardous for the movement of enemy majo
elements of the Jespanese Fleet and fleet action 1s less likely than
ever.” (b) Gctober 15th COMSOWESPAC in his Intelligence Summary on
that date stated ... "As to the Navy, while it may movc in strength in

and out of protected stations in home or adjacent waters, it is doubifld

* CANFSOWESPACAREA Operation Plan 13-44, Serlai 000224, Soptember 26th,
1944, Annex M, brought up to date by CTF 77 Dispatch 160611, October 194,

¥* Annex 3 to Operations Tnstructions No. 71 Headquarters Allied Air Forces
SOWESPAC, September 24th, 1944 corrected to October 4Lth, 1944 by

Operations Instructions 71/1.
CORRIDENTIALwr"
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1f 1t will seek any lssue beyond the cover of land-based airplanes,"*

(¢) COMSCWESPAC's Headquarters, amcng other things, advised CCMSOWESPAC
by dispatch on October 18th that, un October 15th, the Jzpanese FIRST
Striking Force was in the Singapore-Prunel area (ectunlly it was in the
Singapore-Lingga area), and that owing to the assignment of tankers and
their rendezvous in the Pescadores, a sortie by the FIKST Striking Force
to the north was indicated ratker than an eastward entry into Philippine
waters.*® (d) October 21st CCMSCWESPAC in Li> Invelligence Summary for
this date, stated: (1) Enemy Alr - Forward Area (Northerr Luzon, Formosa,
Nansel Shoto). Defeated in the alr, haressment and limited defense only
remains. (2) Enemy Naval Jaite - No aprarent intent to interfere with
our Leyte landirgs *¥¥ (e) October 22nd Commender Allied Air Forces
SOWESP'AC, referring to the THIRD Fleet's devastating alr attacks on the
Nensel Shoto, Formosa, Luzon areas, and particularly to his attacks on
Manila and on the shipping there, stated: . . . "It must be recorded
apain that, in spite of extreme provocation, the Japenese Fleet did not
appear during these memorable days, With helpless though not indifferent
ayes, it saw the enactment of another phase in the smashing of the Jap~
anese merchant marine, "®#*¥¥*

All of the above indicates that the Allied Commanders in SOWESPAC
were operating on the basis of enemy intentions, rather than on the basis
of enemy capabilities, for the Japanese reacted with their entire fleet,
and with major elements of thelr air force, and made an eastward entry
intc the Philippines. In fact, SHO One, vhich was the all-out defense
of the Philippines, had been activated four doys esrlier (at 1732,
October 18th, 19445,“*“** and, at the very time the latter two estimates
were being made, the Japanese Fleet was well at sea en route the Leyte
aree to contest the landinga *&*#¥X

* Intellipence Summary, Headquarters Allled Air Forces SOWESPACARZA,
Serial 245, October 15tk, 1944, paragraph 4.

&% GHQ, SOWESPAC Dispatch 171536, Octcber 1944 to COMSOWESPAC (in
NASHVILLE).

%% Intelligence Summary No. 20, Periodic Summary of Enemy Trends, CHQ,
SOWESPACAREA Military Intelligence Section, General Staff, October
21st, 1944.

sn%# Intelligence Summary, Headgquarters Allied Air Forces SOWESPACAREA,

Serial 246, October 22nd, 1944.

wex¥s CinC, Combined Fleet DesCpOrd 366 (181732), FIRST Striking Force
Battle Repori, October 16th-28th, 1944, SHO Operations (inclwiling
the Battle off the Philippines), UDC Document 161641.

wws%¥% Ag an indication of this penerally accepted erroneous trend of
thought, Cuptain Raymond D. Tarbuck, USN, in G-3 GHQ SOWESPAC on
October 4th, 1944 prepared an intelligence memorandum which fore-
cast that (a) Japanese naval reaction would be limited to Tokyo
Express ruis by light surface forces from Brunei Bay, asslsted by
diversionary operations in the South China Sea by heavy units of
the FIRST Striking Force and (b) the enemy carrier strength would
probably operate in the East China Sea-Empire area in defense of
the homeland, and therefore could be dismlssed from celculation

as kept out of KING II operations by the THIRD Fleet.
Conpmen TR \_
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(2) (a) He believed, on September 26th, the time he issued his basio

plen, that the Japanese Fleet was deployed about as follows:

BB CV CVL CVE CA CL DD SS

—— —— emagam  ———

Empire and Northern Japan 4 &5 5 1 3 7 16 50
N. Borneo-FPhilippines 1 3 2 8 10
Singaporo-Lingga 4 1 3 8 1 18 &

These estimates were correct as repards the total number and dis-
tribution of light carriers {CVL);* they were corrsot as regards the
total number of the heavy oruisers (CA),** they were incor:cot as
regards their distribution. Actually, thero were twelve hwavy orulsers
ir. the Lingga-Singapore area, and but two in the Empire.**s They were
correot as regards the total number of battleships, if the ISE and MYUGA,
battleship carriers (BB/XCV), arn carried as battleghips.i+s

* The fiva light casriers which the Japanese Fleet pocsessed at this
4ime weve ZUIAO, CHITOSE, CHIYODA, RYJHO and HOSHO. They were all
located in the Inland Sea area of Japan proper on Seéptomber 26th.
Tebuler Records of Japanese carriera, WDC Documont 160377, NA 11792,

** Tabula. Records of Japanese cruisers, WDC Document 160623, NA 11784;
and Suumary of Merit Reports for Warships and Special Sorvioe Ships,
June 1lst = November 30th, 1944, Navy Poard of Merit, WDC Document
160866, NA 12040; War Diary CRUDIV 16, September 1944, WDC Document
180936, NA 11720; War Diary KUMANC, September 1944, WDC Document
150162, NA 11975; War Diary TONE, September 1944, WDC Dooument
160144, NA 11841; Wor Diary TAKAQ, September 1944, WDC Doounent
160141, NA 11839; War Diary CHIKUMA, September 1944, WDC Document
160165, NA 11852,

*++ Sources covering the distribution of Japanese hesvy orulser strength
as of September 26th are the same as listed in the preceding foot-
note, Specific data are lacking with respect to tha location om
this cate of ATAGO, MAYA, CHOKAT, MYOKO, and MOGAMI; however, since
other ships of the say> units were definitely placed in the Lingga-
Singapore area, engaged in joint battle training and maneuvers of
the FIRST Striking Force the prosumption is that these five shlps
wore also in the same area,

*+wk Sumnary of Merit Reports for Warships and Special Service Ships,
Juno 1lst - November 30th, 1944, Navy Board of Werit, WDC Document
160866, NA 12040; Revisions of Wartime Organization Imperial Nuvy,
1942-1945, FIRST Seotion, Naval General Staff, WOC Document
(mlcrofilm) 216756, entiy of September 10th, 1944, recording the
reactivation of BATDIV 2 (YAMASHIRO and FUSO),
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Certainly these ships never carried carrier type planes in combat, How-~
ever, 1t seems possible that they did oarry seaplanes on occasions,* but
did not do so in this operation. The estimates were somewhat incorreoct
as regards distribution of these battleships. The four battleships re-
ported in the Bumpire on September 26th had, by that date, besen reduced to
two--the ISE and HYUGA.** The other two battleships, the FUSO and
YSMASHIRO had departsd for Lingga on Septewber 23rd.+++ The estimates
were incorrect as regards the aumber of first-line ocarriers, as at this
time there were but three first-line ocarriers operative. These were

the ZUIKAKU, AMAGI and UNRYU.#t** Perhaps CTF 77 had iamcluded in his
estimates ihe new oarrier KaTSURAGI wnd SHINANO which had not as yetb
been completed,*+**+* and the converted carrier (XCV) JUNYO. All first-
line carriers were in the Empire,***x The estimates were partially
corresot as regards the escort carriers (CVls) both in numbers and distri-
bution. However, there wers but two escort carriers remaining in the
Japanese Navy. These werce the KAIYO and SHINYO. Of these escort carriers,
the KAIYO was in the Empire; the SHINYO was in the Lingga-Singapore
areoa.**ss+«% The estimates were almost correct as regards the number of
light oruisers (CL). Huwever, there wore oleven instoad of ten light
oruisors at this time.,#**+++%+ The distribution was incorrect as the light
cruisers reported in the North Borneo-rPhilippinea area were, in fact, in

% Japanace Naval Vessels at the End of the war, compilod by Shizuo
Fukui, Administrative Division, Socond Demobilization Bureau,
April 23th, 1947.

** Summary of Merit Reports for Warships and Speclal Service Ships,
June 1st - November 30th, 1944, Navy Board of Merit, WDC Documént
160866, NA 12040,

s+% Summary of Merit Reports for Warships and Spocial Service Ships,
June 1st - November 30th, 1944, Wavy Board of Merit, WDC Dooument
160866, NA 12040; War Diary DESRON 1C, September 1944, WC
Document 160985A.
++#+¢ Tabular Records of Japanese oarriers, WDC Dooument 160677, NA
11792,
x#+%% Table shcowing Construotion, Launchiug, and Commisuioning datos
of Japanese carriers, Second Demcbilization Bureau, Japanese
Government, IPS Dooument No. 5263, Records nf International
Military Tribunal for the Far East.
++ix¥¥ Tagbular Records of Japanese carriers, WDC Documout 160677, NA
11792; also War Diary FIRST Surface Bscort Foroe, September
1944, WDC Document 181719, NA 11609.
sxkxexk Summary of Merit Reports for Warships an. Speoial Service Shipe,
June let - Novembar 30th, 1944, Wavy Doard of Morii, WDC Dooument
160856, NA 12040; War Diary CRUDIV 16, Septowber 1944, WDC Doou-
mont 160985, NA 11730,
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the Ling.a-Singapore areas* The estimatos were almost correct as re-
garde tho destroyels ir the Lingga-Singapore area, as there were seven-
toon destroyers thore cather than gixtoen, but were incorrect as ro-
gards both tho Empiroe and the N. Borneo-Fhilippines area.** There were
thirty-ovne destroyors in tho Bmpire et this timo rathor than sixteen,
and there were six destroyers in tho W. Bornoo-Prilippinus rather than
alpht.** The e " natos vero considorably in error as regards the sub-
warinos. Thore _e aobtually thiriy submarines in the Empire, five

in tho N. Borneco-Phalippines aren, and four in the Lingra-Singapore area.wk
Porhapy twenty -1ld submarineu employnd for trailning purposes only in the
Inland Sea wuro inoludad in OTW /778 ostimate , wxs*

(b) nio oplnion us to the locat:ion of theso ships seams Lo have
underponuy somg changos by Octobar 16th, 1944, whioch was ono day prinr to
the Allied landing on Suluan 1 land, tor on that dato he stated in a dis-
patol to the TIHIRD arnd SEVINTI ¥leets that ho bolisvod tho Japaaoge
carrierg wors conovntrated in the Empire, and thal the bulk of battlechipy
mud hoavy oruisors woro apparontly ln the South Chins. Sea arog.esees
Phir #na B vory looso astimnto av the corrastneus of the ostimato wac

TV Sumiary of derit Reports Tor Warships md opocinl Service Suipi,
Juno 1ot - November JO0th, 1944, Nuvy Board of karit, WDC Document
160866, NA 12040, War Diury CRUDIV 16, September 1944, WDC Document
taoved, YA 11730, {TLose sourcen do uot contuin spocific dube with
tor -t Lo the looation of OYUDG on Soptembor 26th.  Howavor, 5inco
Gyr wati Tlogship of Cowmbinwd ¥lest at this dato, she wus pre-
par oLy in homo walurn, War Diexry OYUDO for Ootobur ustublichos
Liu. tho ship was iu drydonk sl Yokosuka on Octuber lot),

e# Pobutsa Rocoerds of Japunose Destrayert, WG Doownunts 160620,
1R06n1, WA 1190, and 1CO0GY6; War Diery DBSHON 10, Septembuy 1344,
Wi Dogumunt 1000RS-A; War Diary DIFSRIN 11, Septemvor 1944, WDC
Noe geent 161710, NA 12712; War Diwxy DESDIV 30, Saprtombor 1944,

ADC Doovment 1B171Y, Na 116003 Wur Niery DESD- © 27, Soptembor 1944,
WO ¢ vamont LBXY717, MA 117965 War Dinary LBSRON 1, suptombor 1344,
o DNocument 161718, NA i2708; War Diary FIRS™ Surfuace RBsecri Foroo,
Suplombor 1901, W€ Docwgont 161719, WA 116005 War Diary THIHD Svr-
fuce Kace =t 1 can, Soptembor 1944, WHe Docmant L6L719, NA 11LUH;
Wur Diwcy ke v 16, Saptembor 1944, ANC Dooument 1607846, NA
Li7ob,
svs Yy Dlovy SUNROE 1L, Seplomber 1444, WLl Dooument. 161714, NA 116775
War Diery SUBROMN 7, Soptenbor 1944, WO Document 161714, MA 11676;
Japauage Studios u World War I1, Nue 19, Subnerine Oporutions in
Phitic wes Wabsro '944-1240, TS Avmy Hivtoriesl Division File
No, 8-b, JS-lb.
weas Jupunessd Studios in Wor'd War 11, Ne. Lh, Submuanro Opurations 1n
Philipoine Waters TH48=1940, U 5. Avug Nistosrica) Vivinion, IFile
No. 8, Ji-10%.

oo, COMSIL WTHRLY Dicpatel 160611, Golobe 4 Lo THIRD and ORVESTL

Flaotr.
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dependent on the interpretution of the words "bulkx" and "South China

Sea." Actually, all battleghips, except the ISE and HYUGA, and all heavy

oruisers, except the NACHI and ASHIGARA, were in the Lingga-Singapore ;
Area.,* The light foroes remained as of the September 26th estimate. '

(¢) It is of interest that some days later - October 20th -
" CINCPOA had made an estimate whioh indicated that tha fellowing ships
' were operational and were distributed as followsi**

BB CV BB{ZCV CVL CVE CA CL DD

Empire-Formosu 3 6 2 5 S 4 7 20 /

Singapore 4 1 11 2-3 20

This estimate was considersbly less corr2ct than CTF 77's, for, on
October 18th the entire First Striking Foroco had left the Lingga-Singapore
area for Brunsi Bay, North Borneo, arriving there at 1210, October 20th.

. 1t was fucorrect as repeards tho first-line oarriers, as at this time

there were only four, Ono of these was the KATSURAGI whioh was commis-
sioned on Qotober 15th, 1944.+#+* It 18 not kunown what effect, 1f any,

this incorroot astlmato had on C{F 77 or Comnunder THIRD ¥leet. (COMTHIRDFL)

presr REmmAERmETT TR T VR YRS T ETE Twow mEmeTh,emm— e omaEe T e mmm——snryooemm

% War Diaries BATDIV 1, CRUD1V &, CRUDIV 7, October 1944, WDC Dooument '
161638, NA 11739; War Diurles IHYUGA, SUZUYA, MYOKO, Ootober 1Y i4, i
WDC Document 161636, NA 11973; Wuar Diary TOHE, Ootober 1344, VL
Document 160144, NA 11841; War Diary KUMANO, Ootober 1944, WDC
Doocumont 160162, NA 11975; Detuiled Astion Roports KORGC and HARUNA,

: SHO T Oporation, Ooctober 1944, WDC Dooument 161837; NDetailed Aotion

» Reports HYUGA and ISE, SHO I Ovnsraticn, Cotober 1944, WDC Documont

"3 161006, NA 12604; Dotailed A. 1 Report CRUDIV 16, S¥n T Gperation,

. Qotuber 17th-27th, 1944, WDC cument 1610068, NA 11744; Detelled

: Aotion Reports MYOKO, HAGURO, TONE, MAYA, SUZUYA, ATAGO aad AOBA,

SHO 1 Operations, Ootobor 1944, WDT Document 161747.
w* Oporations In the Paucific Ovean arjdus, Qctobur 1944, prepured by
CINCPAU~CINCPUA, May Slst, *2*5. pape bb,
*¢% ynpacose Naval Veauols at the ¥nd of the War, compiled by Sailruo
Tukul Admionistrative Division, Swoond Domobilization Bureau,
April 2bth, 1247,
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Actually, the distribution of Japameso surface foroes at thia
time (October ZOth), was:*

BB CV/XCV BB/XOV OVL CVE CA CL DD

Empire-Formosa 5 2 5 2 2 8 30

Brunei 7 12 3 20

(3) Yo believod it possible that a fast task force might ctrike the
Allied supply lines taking full adventege of darkness, surprise snd lanc-
based air. This was a correct estimnte whioh, althouygh it failed vo ma-
terialize, in no way lesasens ity aoouracys. The Japanope orders were
that "If it is possiblo to discoru the movements of tha unemy supply
force the Yain I'orce will ocome down upon the onemy supply foroe and

annihilate it completoly."x*

(4) He kmow that the Japanese had fifty-two operational uirfields
with' & radius of 360 miles from Tacloban of which he oclassified twenty-
one as major air bases., He also kmew that thure wore anumérous runways
in the ares which could bs used for emerpgeroy landings and probably for
staging. This estimate appears to have bseu reatonably correot, There
wora ap soximately sixty oporational airfields of which about twelvu wore
major air bases. Thede twulvo were located ag follows: Vour at Luzon,
two at Cebu, two at Negros, one at Zamboanga, threo at Mindaueo.+*+

(5) He belioved that thers would n,t be maay condentrations of air-
sraft south of the Munilu uron. lHowover, ho felt that the Japaneue
would attempt to build up parrisons on povoral of the fields in the
Visuyans, notably at Cebu, Bacolod, Dumaguste, La Carlota and Ileilo.
fle foit nlso that they would be stationed in strenth el Zumbourgs,
Mindanao, with small units at Davao and in tho Cagayan Del Monte
rorion. Aus of Ootobar 16th he eutimutea that these aireraft would be

Tabuler Rocords Jopanssc Naval Vogucls,

+* Mobile Force Operuations Order No. 76, Aupust 10th, 1944, ATI1S
Dooument Noe 39, Part I, April 22nd, 194b (NACHI Dooumonts ).

x+% Imporial lHoalquertore Directive 436, July 26th, 1944, WDC 216769

(ficrofilm) also Naval Air Operations in the Philippines urva,

1942-1946, Historiowul Seotion G-2, GHQ, FBC, ATIS, August 1947,

also Doowwnts from file kept Ly Livutenant Colonol Katwsuo 3ato

FOULAT Al Army, Dopartmeunt of Army Historical Division Miorofilm

15=7, Agrooment probably made late sunmer 1944; also Philippine

Alr uperations, Vhaso 1T, Vol. 46, from records of Colonel

Mutoumao, TeJeAs, First Dunobilization Bourd, Octohor 1946G.
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located as follows:

Twin
Inmediate Area Engine Flcat Fising
of Operations V¥ vB VT Plenes Boats Reccos Total
Mindanao 17 10 16 5 2 4 54
Visayas 84 12 11 10 3 3 108
Luzon 166 58 30 10 ) é 266

Total Philippiunexs 422

He estimated that the Formossn air strength was 230 airoraft of all
types and that not more than 100 of these aircraft would be drawan on for
the defeuse of tho Philippines.* These astimates as to airoraft strengch
and iocation were generally inaocurate., A detailed enalysis of the data
available indioates that as nf the morning of October 17th, planes avail-
able to Commaunder FIFTH Base Air Foroe in the Philippines totalled 145;
to (G, FOURTH Air Army in ths Philippines Z306, or a total of 360 plauves
in the Philippineg.+* At tht same time there were 250 operational
planes under the commund of Commender SIXTH Bese Air Force in Formosa,«+*

The estimate as to the number of plunes in Formosa which would be
drawn on for the defense of the Philippines was also imacourate., 0n
October 18th, Commander STXTH Base Air Force issued his SHO Oue attaok
organitation order which provided for tho advance to ths ihilippiunes of
330 airaraft ne+w

(6) He estimmted that, owing to Amerlocan air attacks on Jupansse
airfields in the Phillppine-Dutch East Indies areas, and iu fuel dumps
in the same areas, the Japanese would be seriously handiocapped in forum-
ing lmrge scale air attackn against Amuiican furces. This was & reason-
ably correct estimate. Howsver, it did not take into conaideration the
Jupatess capablility of launching Kemikuze plane attacks ngainst Amorican

* ﬁﬁEuEVE\Tﬂpﬁi—b{lpuﬂﬂ{'fGUﬁTTT_h€¥6ber Y934 tc THILD and SEVENTH
Fleets.
+4 Sne Composition of Foruea and Tasks Assigned, Chapter 171, part (p).
% Memorandum Notes of Captain Bunzo 3hibutas, IJN, Staff Offlioer,
SKCOND Air Fleet, Department of the Army Historical Divisliou,
Miovrefilm H3-22, Ttem B.
wres CofS, SIXTH Base Air loroe wakontinla of SIXTH Basu Air Force
SHO I Attack Gperation Order, WNar Diary Nokubu Detachment, 103rd
Atback Unit, Oatober 13th-3lat, 1944, WDC Document 160268,
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; combat shipping, but this was a capability genorally overlooked by all
| American commenders at this time. At lesst there i1s no mention of this [
capability in the basic plans of the principal commmanders,

_ (7) Ho believed that the Javanese alr reaction in the initial phase
o of the K. II Operation would ‘e moderats not to exceed a total of
: seventy to eighty fighters and bombers in tha alr, He expected that
shipping wonld be subjected to torpedo and bomber attacks with the first
few days' uttacls limited to small night and pre-dawn harassing raids
; by small groups -f from four to six planes.* This was a roasonably ;
| correct estimatc. Prior *o D day, bombing attacks were made but seven
: times, employing only a limited number of plases,** After D day theae
attacks increased in frequency and intensity, but it is doubtful that
at any time as many as eighty planes were in the air over Leyte.

g
!
x
E
i
!
;

| (8) He expected no reinforcement of air sirength from Japan, East :
) Iudies, Hainan Island or French lndo-China, nor did he expect any air ]
attacks from carrirr-based uircraft.* This estimate was 1racorrect for
. strong reinforcements were flown in from all arsas, This wus basic to
: the SHO Plan. It was incorrect as regarda no carrier air strikes

: ugainst surface forces as there was one carrior-based air strike
sgainst TF 38. It was correct as regards no currier-basod air strikes
against occupying forceas.

(9) He believed that a minimum of zixty PT boats vere based in the
o central and eouthern Philippine Islands, and that numerous other armoved
N craft, such as Hayabusa boats, wers also in the arva, He further be-
') lieved that these craft would be employed offensively agrinat Allied
L shioping, as well as defensively in the protection of reinforcement
o barge runy, Ye halieved that the Jupanese huad in the Visayan aren a
i total of fifty special large barges, 200 Type “A" barges, and 300
. anall barges.*** On October 16th, his opinion as tu the locations
, ; of these small craft became srmewhat more specific for on thai dats
- he estimated that there were : pproximately thirty-five PT bonts and

- five Hayabusa boats in the east Leyte coastsl area,*

» COMSEVENTHFLT Dispatch 160611, October 1344 to THIRD and S¥VUNTH
;o Fleets.
:ff : *% Agtion Report COMCRUDIV 4 (CTG 77.2), Bombardment and Captuxe of
) Leyte 1sland, Philippine lolsnds, Cctober 16th-24th, 1944,
Serial 00147, November 5ih, 1944.
su% CTG 70,1 Operution Plan 2-44, October 5th, 1944, Annex D.
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1t is difficult to comment on this estimate since Japanese data
available to this study on the gtrongth and dlspcsition of small attack
oraft is very inconclusive. It is known however, that during July and .
August plans were formulated to construct “"Special Sea Attack Unit" bases '
at Davao, Tacloban, Sarangani, Zamboanga, Lamon Bay and Batangas, for
guioide boats, Type A midgot gsubmarines and one-man torpedoes. Hewovor,

work on tho Davao and Zamboanga Dasos was discontinued during October,

while the Tacloban base, which was gtill under construction on Qoctober

16%h, was lost te the snemy on Qotober 20th.*

C—

(10) He vstimated that the Loyte ground forces consistad of 18,000
mon deployed in part, as follows: Taoloban 4,000, Dulag 5,000,%% llo ;
estimated that thera were in Surigao Peninsula, 1,200; Islands of Loye '
Gulf, 300; and Samar, 5,000 men. le also estimated that, in view of the
presont larpge conovatrations in the vioinity of Cebu (approximately 5,000
there was a possibility that substantial numbers of thesa troops
on the Leyte garrisons,** Actually, there
Leyvte at the time of the Ailied landinge**~

|
J
:
|

mon),
might be employed %o reinfor
were about 16,000 troops on

(11) He had reason to beliove that some of the principal mineflelds

L woere loonted as follows:

“

(a) Verdo Island Pussage - Wostorn appronch possibly mined.

(b) Balatao Siralt - All chunnols wminud except tho main channol

south of Mangieo Great Reef.

(o) Sun Bernardioo Stralt - probably minad.

(d) Betweomn Candolu Island, Samar, and Suluan Islund; betwoen
llomonhon Island and Dinagat Ialan{; and betwsen North Mindaneo and South
Dinagat Teland; alao posaible minus betweon Sulnan und Homunhon Tslund,

CT T AT TS oy m— e
" >

(o) Tacloban = Appruashus probably mined,
(f) Surigao - Approaches probubly mined,
'\
Altbough information goncerniig whethar or not mines woro actually

located in the sbove aroas has boon difficult to obtuin, it is knowm thet
ohemloal hurn typo mines were discovered during mineswoaping operations

; * Noval Alr Operations in the Philipplnes arsu, 1942-194b, litotorloal
| Smotien (2, GHQ, FEC, File Ho. 5-5, Jo-14.
wr COMSEVENTHILL Dispatoh 160611, Jotober 1944 Lo T

"lents.
w4+ s Ruport of Loyte Operatloa,

Aruy, 194h, pupre Ot

HIRD and SEVENTH

Dotobor 20th-December 2bth, 1944, S1XTH

r
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October 17th-20th, betwoon Suluan Island and Candolu Island, and between
Dinapgat Island and Homonhon Island,*

(s) ALLIED LAND AND TENDER BASED AIRCRAFT

Allied land and tender based airoraft involved in the Leyte Campaign
oporated under five separate commands from bases in three theaters of
operation: SOWBSPAC, POA, and CBI. Coordination was obtained by mutuai
cooperation.

(1) Southwest Pacific Area

There were two land and tender bLased air commands under
COMSOWKSPAC notably the Allied Air Foroes, SOWESPAC, comuanded by Lieu-
tonant General G.C. Kenney, (AC), USA and the Auti-submarine Group
(TG 70.2) commanded by Rear Admiral ¥.D. Wagner, USN, under COMSEVENTHILT.

(a) Allied Air Forses, SGWESPAC

This commend comprised the land and tender based aviation
of the Southwust Pacific area less TG 70.2. Its headquarters wore at
Hollandia. Its major subordinate command was the Far Eastern Air Foroeos
alsv cumnandad by Lieutenant General G,.C. Kennoy, and composed of the
FIFTH and THIRTEENTH U.S. Army Air Forces, Hoadquarters of tho Far
Eastern Air Fcroes was at llollandia with a rour oohvlon ut Brisbane.

Tho components of Allied Air loroos woro:

(1) rivrd Air Forcoe under Major Guneral E.C. Whitshend, (AC), USA
with hoadquarters at Owl, one of the Schouten Tslands south of Biak,

(2) TRIRTEENTH Air Foroe undar Major Gemorszl St. Clair Streett, (AC),
USA, with headquarters at Noewfoor until about Novomber lst when thoy
would move to Morotal.*+

(3) Northern Solomons Alr Group ('tG 70.9) under Major eneral RedJ.
Mitcheil, USMC, with healquarters at Torokina L Southarn Boupainville,

(4) Reyal Australian Alr Foroe Command under Alr Viece Marshal WeD.
Nostock, HAAN, with headquarters atl Brisbano,

(6) Huval Air l'orce, SEVERTH Fleot (T 73) under Rear Admirnl ¥.D.
Wayrnor, 1SN . smbavked in CURRITUCYK (AV-'I) nt Munus,

% Lottor from Comuanling Offioor, J.5. Naval Schoula Mine Warfara,
Yorktown, Virpinia, Serial 820, undatoed, but prubably June 7th, 1962,
to Pronsidon%, Naval War Collepa,

wt Jobtter of Tustruations Mo. 1, leadquarters, 13th Alr Foros, Oc Lober
lat, 1044,
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On October 17th, Aliiea Air Forces, SOW=SPAC, numbered 2889 air-
eraft of various types. (Tables 1-5 incl.)

The capabilities c¢f thoae siroraft varied counsiderably and therefore
will be sonsidercd under thoir two hasio employuents; (a) those employed
for taotiocal support and defense in the objeotive area and consisting
gonarally of fighter and light and sediwm bomber types, and {b) thosc
employed foxr long-range bembing, or for searoh and reconaaissovuce ard
consisting generally of patrol planes end long-range bombars.

Under Fuployment (a) there were avallable:

(1) &8 fighters, the P-38, P-4Q and P-i7. Of thesa the P-38 had vhe
greatust range. It had a maximum combnt radius with external tanka of
586 miles.*

(2) As medium bombery, the B=-2b, which was at Morotai, had ar 98-
timated bombing radius of 391 miles, while the A-20 had an estimated
bombing redius of 274 miles.*

Under Employment (b) there were available:

(1) As long-range bombers and search planes, Army Alr Force B-24'a
and Navy PB4Y-1l's, which latter was the Navy version of the B-24. These
plenes had a normal orulaing radius of 1000 miles, whioch, in the caso of
the PB4Y-1, could b extended to 1100 miles, its extromo radius. When
these planos were empluyed on bombing missions this radius, in view of
the added bomb load, was reduced in genecal to about 825 miles,** Both
the U-24 and the PB4Y=1 were heavily armed with twolvs 6O caliber puus
and were well proteoted with armor and self-cealing tanks s+=

(2) A# long-rauge bombers snd search planeu of lesser range capu-=
bllities thun b(1) above, Navy PHY-5's and PV-1's, ulso Army Air Foroe
B=2b's. The PBY-u's, which wore sosplanes, were slow (about 125
kuoto),++++ had a crulsing radius of 700 miles and were somewhat woakly
armec with two .50 ocaliber und three .30 oaliber puns, lowover, they
woro woll protectod with armor and self-sealing tanks,*

The V-1 was aboul: twenty knots taster, and the B-25 wes about
forty kuots frster then the PHY-5. Both the PV-1 snd the B-2bL had a
normal oruising redius of about GO0 miles, wore heavily armed and were
w11 protected with armor end golf-ssaling tanka, The FV-1 wasy arued

* Comparntive Porformancos and Cherocioristlos, R presontafive Eaamy
and Allied Aircraft, TALC Manual No. 2, Ootober 1944.
++ Alr Fvaluation Bomrd, SOWEZPAC: Loyte Campaipu.
#»#% pAirplaue Charactey tatlos publishod by Naval #War Colleyo, July 1944,
#++4 Alrplans Characturistlios published by Naval War College, Juno 1942,
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with seven .50 caliber and two .30 caliber guns; %the B-25 with nine .50
caliber.* :

'

airoroft the FB4f-l and PBM-3 types had the best radsr equipment with an
average range expectanoy on a medium sized ship of about 40-46 miles.+*
R The =1 and PBY-5 types were equipped with radar with an expectancy on
i a similar target of about 32-35 miles.¥* Of the Army Air Force types
N the radar of ite B-24 hed o weximaun reliable rangs on a mediwn sized ship
e of about 40 miles while that of the B-26 was about 30 miles,s**

; . Al) of these types were equipped with radar. Of the Navy Patrol A

S On Cotober 4ih, the various air bases on Morotal commenoed vdecoming
operutional and therefors, aircraft units were promptly moved intc those
oages which were ready. The first squadron to be moved into Morotal wus
from the EIGHTH Fighter Group, whioh was the ouly complate air group on
Morotul at the time of the Allied attack ov Suluan Island, 0719 Ooctober
17¢th. This squsdron arrived on Ootober 4th. It was followed on October
6th by a Night Fighter Squadron from the same group.*##* However,

’ arrangements weve then underway %o receive (a) the three Navy squadrona -

VPB's 101, 116 (ocomposed of PB4Y-1's) and 146 (composed of FV-l's) -

which were scheduled to u~rive from Bjek on the following day, Ootober

18th, (b) the THIRTY-FIFTH Fighter “roup (P-47's) and the THIRTY-EIGHTH

Bomb Group (B-26's) whioh had commenced arriving on Octcber 17th but

S which did not complete their movements until aftor Ootober 21lst and (o)

"ii the PIFTH Borb Group (B-24's) and the 307th Bomb Group (B=-24'a) which

S
)

%

"

. 3

were soheduled to arrive shortly from Noemfoor, but for which shipping
arrungemeuts were not made until the last week in QOctoher.exexs

In addition to Morotai, which mms 540 miles from Leyte, Commsndor
i Allied Alr Forces, SOWESPAC had available only thres cther bases within
o 1000 miles of Leyte:

Sansapor - 800 wilss
: Noenmfoor - 930 mliles
- Blak - 980 milos

¥ comparative Perfcrmance and Characteristios, Representative knemy
‘ and Allied Airoreft, TAIC Mmuual No. 2, Ootober 1944,
;. *+« Aoro Bh(e), Buder, December 1U4E.
i =*++ Chief, Bureau Aeronautics Letters, Sesrial 19112, Nebruary 27th,
1961, and Serial 57666, Juiae iZth, 1051 w Vegoidaent, Heaval War
Collago,
++4+% Rosvaroh Studies Inetitute, Alr University, Maswsll Air Foroe
Base, Alubama, First Kudorsemunt, Dacembor 20th, 1961 on
Prouident, Naval War College Letter, November 28th, 1951,
«xxxv flondquarters, Allied Alr ¥orce, S(MESPAC, Oporations Report No.
24, Ootober 2lst-27th, 1944, ]
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» CQUELDEIT A

Prom the foregoing, 1t is olear that with the air bases available
: to him, Commauder Allied Air Forces, SOWBSPAC, could not provide air
| defenss or closs air support in the objective area before the establish-
ment of air bases in or closer to that arsa. That Commander Allied Air i
Forces, was fully aware of this fact is shown from his comments made ou o

{ the campeign plan as early as July 1944:

i "The distanse between Sansapor, Morotal, Seruagani (a small
’ 1sland 20 miles soutk of Mindanamo) and Leyte all havo the common factor
| : of being too great for effective air support from one to the other It

: gsooms to me that the majority of our problems oan be solved by relying .
on land-based aviation and pla:ing it in the proper positicn to cover !

ell operations."*

He then recommonded the estatiishmsnt ot beses at Talaud, Saragani,
and the Del Monie area of Mindsamo in order to place his land-based air-
oraf* in position to suppord the Leyte oporation.*

' He further stated that he Moonsidered it unwise to roly on carrier

: units completely accomplishing required support” because, among other
* roasons, "enemy air, surfaco, and subsurfuoce action and the physical
1imitatione of carriers creates a constant uncertainty inm the maintenance

of this type of cover,™*

Why Comander Allied Air Foroee, SGHESPAC, persisted in the belief

that oarrier cpersticns, at least sgainst the Japanese hold islands,

A f'
, i wore unoertain in their ability to maintein required support is not
; understood, Such ideas wore not in wocordance with the Navy's concepts
and were not in ancordance with the facts eatablished through the

3

sevursl proceding years of the pacifio war. The Navy had confidencs at
C this tims trat landing opsrations oould be suiirely supportad by carrier-
5 f based eiroraft end had o demonstrated in aumerous previous operalions

- {1, the Paolflic of which the most nntable was the selzure of tho Marlanan
in Juns 1944 and tha most reoceunt, the nelgure of Pelnlisu, Anzuar and

714thi in September of tho seamc yesr.
- That COMSOWESPAC supported this Navy viow seoms olear, for, as has
: bocn pointed out eariier, he agreed on September 14th end 16th to
COMTHIRDILT 's recommondationn to proceed with the Leyte operation two
months ahead of timo.** Tn doing this, he, of ocourse, realicod fully
that his close air support would necessarily be supplied entirely by

. » Alilled Alr Fovroon, SOWLSIPAC, Lettor July Lith, 1744 to COMSOWIISPAC
Lo oconteinod in Air Bvaluation Board, SOWESPAC Leyte Cempaipgn, Juno
' 1945, page 23,
- ++ COMSOWESPAC Dispatoh ¢X 17697, Sephember 14th, 1944 tu Joint Chiefs
;g of Staff md CINCPOA: alsc COMSOWLSPAC Dispatch C 17744, September
15th, 1944 to Joint Chisfe of Staff. J
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carrier-based airoraft until such time as airfield:s could be made
available in the objective arca,

It should be noted hers that the plan for airfield congtruction \
called for Taoloben Field to bs ready by Cotober 25th with parking area i
for two ‘ighter groups and one night fighter squadron and for a strip
at Dulag with thirty-six hardstants by Novomber 4th.*

(1) FIFTH Air Foroe (Table 1)

The FIFTH Air Force was desipgnated by Commander Allied Air
Forces, SOWESPAC as the Air Assault Foroe.+* In addition to this, and
augmented by the THIRTEENTH Air Force, it was to continue ite neutralic-
ing attacks against the oy-passed areas of Bornec, New Guinea and
Celebos and was to utilize 1ts Morotai based P-38 airoraft in attacks
against targots in Mindanao.*¥ These operations were to continue until
such time as the CG, FIFTH Air Foroe was able to move his air forces into
the Leyte arva at whioh time thu CG, THIRTEENTI Air Foroe would asswue .
the above nouvralizing duties, !

Consonent with the availability of facilities, CG, FIFTH Air Force
planned to estaiblish at Leyte two P=38 fiphter groups and oue night
fighter squadron by Ootober 25th, to be fellowed by additional units in-
oludinpg one medium bomb group pluas ono squadron, and thres Navy tender-
based PBY oquadrons by Novomber 4th.»»=

However, due to unforuseen ciroumstances the airfiold construotion
gscheduls oould not be maintained.

"The condition of “ho fields when seized, poor soil, torrential
raine, inadequate road nots, and the scarolty of coustruotion materials
wore the prinoipal fuctors which necessitated making a rew construotion
sohedule,"+s%% Tho Tacloban strip was aotually completod to 5C00 feat
on October 3lst with no disporsals; by November 4th only 600 foet had
buen subgraded at Dulag.+xs*»

As a result of the delay, the first movement of land-based air-
cruft into the objoctive mrea did not take place until October 27th

* Tleadquarters, Allied Alr Forces, SMESFAC, Oporationan Lnstructions
No. 71, Soplumber 24th, 1944,
s+ Allied Air Foroes, S(WRSPAC, Operaticns Neport No. 23, October
14th-20th, 1944,
#¥% CG, FIFTH Alr Force Operations Instruotions No, 6, September
24th, 1944,
ke Alr Kvaluntion Board, S(WSEPAC, Leyte Cawpaipn, June 1945, Seotion
VI1, puge 269,
axeekx Thid, Aanex VJI, page 443, 1
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: wien thirty-four P-33'8 of the FORTY-NINTH Fightor Group arrived from
Morotai, cf which one crashed on landing. By Ootober 30tu only twenty
? P-38's remained available at Leyte; on Octoher 3lst tlese wore augmentod
o by forty more P-38's and six P-€l night fighters I{rom Morotali.*

Inasmuch &8 the movement of Jand-bascd air into the objeotive area

]

: ’ did not commence until after the time of the threo naval actions under
I’; consideration, land-hased air operations from Leytc had no effect on the
l' ) dattle for Leyto Gulf and will not be conyidered furthor in this svudy.

The plan for employment of these units at Leyte did, however, hsve
1 a possible effect un tho operation of long-range, land-basod airoraft
! from establishod Northerrn New Guinea bases.

As has teen indicated, Morotal was the only base available from
which long-range airoraft ocould oporate beyond Leyte, i.e., to the north
and west of the objective arva, It was also tho only base from which
short-range aircraft, fighters and light and modium bombers, oould be
o staged into Leyte. This latter requiremsnt necessitatud the presenco of
] J 162 airoraft at Morotai ready to fly in to Leyte by October 25th. Ad-

1 ditional airoraft were nesded to provide l1ooal air defense., At that
time there were three strips on Morotsai, but only a total of sixty-three
diaporsais.*+* It would appear that oougestion at Morotal aoocounted for
the "difficulties of busing a sufficient number of hoavy bombors at
Morotaim+#+ rtatuor than the fact that miorotal {was) not developed
suffiociently to be used by B-24's exoapt in emergency.'"ss+* Aotually,

i } two squadrons of Navy PB4Y airoraft, the Navy designation of the B-24,
) hac been oonduoting search operations from Morotai from NDotober 19th.
o
. On Ootober 4th, Commander Allied Air Foroes, SONESPAC, had added

- to the mission of CG, FIFTH Air Foroe: "Commencing D-10, maintain
noutralization of hostile air foroes and shipping in the Mindanao area
south of D6°-45'N, Whon heavy bombors are established on Morotal, ex-
tend neutralization to the Visuyan aroa, exclusive of Leyto and Semar.
A Upou doparture of escort carriers, sxtend neutralization to inoludse

Loyto and Samar,"*s++*

* Alr Gvaluetion Board, SUNGSPAC, Leyte Cumpaign, June 1945,
: Seotion Il.
' *x leadquarters, Allied Air koroes, SOWESPAC Operations, Report No.
| 24, Ootover 2lst-27lh, 1943
#+% Lxtract from Speoial Report on the Dattle of the Philippine waters,
. A=3, FEAF; also Air Evaluation Board, SOWESPAC, Leyte Canpalgn,
} June 1946, page 282.
: «+4% Adr Bvaluation Board, SONESPAC, Leyto Campalgn, Juno 14456, pago 18,
s+ ¢4+ Comuander Allied Air Foroes, SOWESPAC, Rovised Operations
Instructions do. 71/1, Octobor 4th, 1944,
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The irability of the CG, FIFTH Air Force to effect complete neutrali-
zation of the Visayan area sarly in the campaign was due in part (a) to a
lack of sufficient bases within rangs and (b) to the congostion of bases
by aireraft awaiting transfer to Leyte. In addition, the Morotal bases
wers emplcyed by certain B-24's whioh were staged into that area from
Noemfoor ou October 24th for attacks on the Japanese Southern Force on
October 25th and 26th.* These operations, however, which will be dias-
cussed later were only staging operations with all ground support provid«
ed by the grouad orows at Noemf.ur, The actual transfer of these B-24
W its to Morvbai was not avccmplished until some time during the last
waek in Ootober, or perhaps even later.

This lack of bases to permit proper initial positioning of the land-
based air wiits had, in affoct, baen acceptod by COMSOWESFAC as an initial
condition but 1t seems cleer that he expected sarly employmoni of the
Luyte fizlds by Allied airoraft. The reason that this did not ocour seums
to have bsen due, in part, to faulty intelligence and, in part, to un-
usual weathrr. Prior to the landing, Allied Intellipence indicated that
the Tacloban Strip was an &ll-weather sirip.** However, this was dis-
ooversd to be atrus for "the passage of three typhuons in the period
Ootober 17th to November 8th, with their attendart coploua rainfalls,
csused a breskdown in construotion plans and tho imundaiion cf proposed
and existing sirdrome sites."*+ Until theso conditiocns could be at least
partially rectified, not only wore land -based airol of4 provonted from
operating in tho objeotive area, but, also, long~range uSroraft, other
than recomn<iesance alroraf't, mere prevented from using Morctal for mure
then staging purposvs; thus seriously injuring the ability of tus CG,
FIFTH Adr Force to neutralize vital arems north and wrat of Leytu.

(2) THIRTENNTH Air Foroe (Table )

The THIRTEENTIL Air Foroe -was dvsignated as a supportlng alr force,
Its primery task was support of the oporations of the FIFTH Air ¥orce as
requosted by the CG, FIFTH Alr Force.s+# It was not dirsotly involved in
the Battle fur Leyle Gulf but rather in relieving the FIFTH Alr Foreco of
rogponsibilities in Lhy rear areas as that Alr Foroo moved into the ob-
Jeative area, Consequontly, its oporetions will be dropped from furiher
treatment in this anelysis,

(3) Northern Solomonn Air Group (Tabls 3)

* eudquartars, Allled Air Foroms, SOUARSPAC, Operations Report MNo. <4,
Gctobor 21at-27th, 1944.
% Alr Bvalustion Board, SOWISPAC, Leyte Campuipn, Juns 1945,
page 261,
»¢% Commundor Allied Alr Foroes, SONKSPAC, Operations Tnstructlons
No. 71, Sepiombar 24th, 1944,
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(4) Royal Auctralian Air Force Command (Table 4)

These two components of the Allied Air Forces, SGNESPAC, were
concerned with operations in the rcar areas to protect existing bases
and destroy eunemy forces in by-passed areas.* Except for their part in
the Allied plan for land-baued air rescomnaissance which is discussed in
a later seution they took no part in the Battle for Leyte Gulf and will
be dropped from further discussion.

(5) Naval Air Force, SEVENTE Fleet (TF 73) (Table 5)

Commander Naval Air Force, SEVENTH Fleet (CTF 73) was directed
by COMSEVENTHFLT to “conduct supporting operations under sontrol of Com-
mander Allied Air Force"s» who in turn directed him to "release to the
operational control of the FIFTH ailr Force all shore and tender-based
airoraft operating within the FIFTH Air Force Areas of Responsibility,"*
Iu praotice somo of the units operated under the CG, FIFTH Air Force,
while others received their orders from CTF 73, Thus the Commander Fleet
Air Wing SEVENTEEN, at Morotai, recesived direct daily orders from the CG,
FIFTH Alr Yorce to oarry out the effoctive search plen using the PB4Y-l
airoraft of VPB 101 and 115,+*¢* while other naval air units in the area
oporatod under CTF 73 orders. Commander Allied Air Foroes later stated:
"There were times during the Leyte Campalgn....when Admiral Wagner re-
celvud iustructiouns direct from my headquarters for some of his units,
while others huad been reloased to the control of the Comuanding General
of the VIFTH or THIRTEENTH Air Forces,"+*+*

Is addition to the planned utilization of lard-based airoraft of
Allieq Air Forces, SOWESPAC, for support and defense ir the objective area
and for noutralization and isolation of the battlefield, there were plans
for deployment of naval airoraft units to provide extended search and
reccnnaissunce in support of the operation.

In addition to tho movemeunt of land-based search units from sdioa
Woendi (Biak) to NMo: tui, the plan providad for the movement into Leyte
of tender-based units at the earliest pussibls time. To support these
units two small tenders (AVP class) were designated. At 07139, October
17th, SAN CARLOS (AVP 51) with CFAW-10 embarked was envoute Leyte in
company with CYG 77.2. HALF MO (AVP 26) was at Palau scheduled to

* Commendor Allled Alr Forces, SUAESPAC, Operationg Instructlons No. 71,

September 24th, 1944.
** Commander Allied Naval Forces, SOWESPAC, Operation Plan 12-44.
#*% CG, FIPTH Alr Force Fragmnentary Fisld Orders, October 1944,
*x%* General G.C. Kenney, USAF Letter, March 2nd, 1951, to Conmodors
R.W, Batoa, USN(Ret), Head of World War II Battle Evaluation
Group, MNaval War College.
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i depart for Leyte on Octobor 18th in company with CTG “l.%es Two PBY-5 ‘
{ squadrons (VPB 33 and VPB 34) were at Mins Wosndi awaitii oall to Leyte

i when so directed by CTF 77. These ualts were to sonduct lay and night

\ soarches, night bombing missions, and rescue operations .2 dicacted by i

the CG, FIFTH Air Foroce.* o

One Navy PV aquadron, VPB 130, was also designated to move into
Leyte about Wovember 4th (DF15) to conduct offensive reconnaissence
missions as directad by CG, FIFTH Alr Force.*

This planned employment of search aircraft appesrs sound, It placad
the long-range PB4Y's in the most advanced position available to Com- '
mander Alli.d Alr Fovces, SOYESPAC, in order to extend their range %o the
maxiom. Likewise the employmeut of temder-based units in Leyte Gulf
would permit further exiention of searches and demonstratoes the correct
utilizetion of this type of alroraft. The actual employment of these air-
oraft in search operations will bo considered ia a subsagquent section.

———————————— L ——

(2) Pacific Ovean Area (Plate II)

There were two land and tender-based air commands operabting in
the Ceantral Pacific in support of the Leyte Campaign. These were:

(e) The Shors-Bassd Air Forou, Forward Aroa, Central
Paocific (TF 69), commanded by the CG, SEVENTH Air
Force, Major General W.H. Hals (AC) USA, and,

{b) The Searcn, Reconnaissance and Photographio Com-
rand (TG 30.6), commanded by tho Commander Floet Air
Wing ONE (SFAW-1), Commodore D. Ketohem, USN,

! et = e e e e

»

(a) Shore-Based Air V¥eroe, Forward Area, Central Pacifie
(TF 59) (Table 6)

This force, which had i%2 headquarters at Salpan, was oom-
posed of those Army Air Foroce and Marine Alr Uuits which were opurating
{n the Forward Aros. Its units were based on Saipan, Tiuian, Guam and
Palau. Its mission was to attask euemy forces and bases, and defend
Allied bases iu order to oonsolidate and extend the U.S. position in the

Central Pacific,x*

Y T P e e e e

The Shore-Based Air Foroe, Forward Arca, was a ocmponent of the
Forward Area, Central Pacific Task Force (TF 57), ocommanded by Cownandor

Task Force FIFTY-SEVEN, Vice Admiral J.H. Hoover, USN. It had been

placed wider Commandsr Western Pacifio Task Foroas by CTINCPOA prior to

B et

; * COMAIRSEVENTHFLT Operatlon Plan 3-44, October 15th, 1944,
: *% COMFWDAREA, CENPAC Operation Plan 7-44, Serial 001°77,
; Ootober lst, 1944,
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the Palau operation. It remained in that relstion until October 23rd
when it reverted to the direct corwaand of CINCPOA, This reversion
was based on previously determinsd plans,* and was not a result of the
changing aitvation,

During the preliminary actions p-aceding the Battie for Loyte Gulf,
Commancer Forward Area, Cantral Pacific, (CTF 57) was directed by
COMTHTRDFLT to acoomplish two tasks:'*

SREERERSYY R RS L

(a) Cn Ootober 15%h wnd agein on October 16th he was directed
to neutralize enemy air actlvity a% Yap to pravent tho enemy from ob-
serving the THIRD Fleet bass at Ulis ',

(b) On Ootober 1Cth he was dirscted to make maximum air sffort
against the Bonlus %o {nterdict eneny a.r operations in Lhat ares.

Al

In compliance with thege directives t. - Bonins were bombed by
£i"ty-nine B-Z4's during the period October :f£th-19th. Yap vas attacked
by four B-24's as well az Marine F4U's during the wame period.*+#

At 0719, Ootober 17%th, the Shore-Based Alr Force, Central Pacific,
hod & total of 456 aireraft, The typec ard locations of the aircrafi
wore as indicated in Table 6.

0f the bases available to the command, only tho newly aoquired
peleliu base was within effective striking range of Leyto, and this
nffoctive striking range applied to the B-24's oaly. All other airoraft
worn under ranpo, Peleliu was 530 miles from the leyts aroa and was
{Lhersfore only about hall the distance from the Marianas to Leyte. [low-
cvar, 1Ls airfield at this time was guitable for small sircraft only,
and was therefore in use by types desipgned U provide air defense. air
susport uf the military operations underway 1 looal air patrolis,
rather than by heavy bombers. In ordex to o oensate for this inade-
quacy, & hoavy bomber fielc was under cornatruciion on Augaur, another
ieland of the Palau group which was six m:les south of Peleliu. As soon
at this field was ready, it was plarned to move the 494th Bomb Group (n
from Saipan to Angaur in order to gonduot :sutrelization operations in
the Biools aroa of the Philippines s¥%=

7n line with this plan, two squudrons of the 494th Bomb Group
arrived at Angaur on October 20th, and twenty-sigh= B-24's by October 24th.

v Totter of Tnstructions, serial 00006, August 18th, 1544, from CINCPOA
to COMTHIRDFLT.
#x War Dieries, COMTHIRDFLT and CTI" 57, October 1944,
#++¢ ¥nr Diary, CINCPOA, Qotober 1944.
s«se* Alr Evaluation Board, SONESPAC, Leyte Campaign, June 1945,
and CANF, SOWESPAC, Uperation Plan 13-44, Annex rgn,
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Oon October 265th these aircraft were alerted by CTF 69 for poasible aotion
against enemy fleet units.* Although the enemy was woll within range and
threatening other Allied forces, uons of these aircraft were directed to
attack units of the central Japanese force, This matter will be com-
mented on later under the actiors on October 25th. Exoept for this,
inasmuch as none of the aircraft of the Shors-Based Air Force, Central
Pacific, took part im the Battle for Leyte Gulf, they will be dropped
from further discussion.

(b) Search, Raconnaissance and Photographic Command (TG 30.5),
(Table 7).

On Qotober 2nd, under authority i CINCPOA,** COMTHIRDFLT
removed the Navy land and tendesr-based airscalt from TF 59 and formed
it into a new task group, TG 30.65. He operatod thia group direotly dur-
ipng the Leyte operation, and assigned 3t the tasks "to conduct long-
range search.....ecd to interceopt and destroy eonemy search airoraft in
viciaity of Task Force 38 on October 8th and 9th, and again ou Octaober
11th as practicable."«*+

At 0718, Octeber 17th, the Task Group Comaander was embarked in the
HAMLIN (AV-15) anchored at Ulithi. He had available the squadrons and
tenders of Fleet Alr Wing ONE, a total of 191 patrol planes, which were
distributed as indiceted iu Table 7.

Of tho types of patrol planes available twu were seaplanes, the
PBM-3 and PB2Y-3; two were landplanes, the PB4Y-1 and PV-1; and oune was

amphibian, the PBY-BA.

The seaplanes wera relatively slow, The PBY's had weuk defensive
armament oonsisting of two .50 calibre and three .30 calibre guns, The
PDM's and PB2Y's were better armed than the PBY's and had eight .50
calibre guns,**** All three goaplanes were woll protacted with gelf-
seallng fuel tanks. Tho practical patrol radii were asa follows:
PBY-700 mlles, PB2Y and PEN=-800 miles.

The characteristics of the two landplane types have heen discussed
previously under land and tender-based airoraft SOWMISPAC area; these
samo types also operated in the Central Pacifio area.

+ War Diory, Commander Garrison Air yorce, Westorn Caroiluses,
Uctober 19%44.
&+ CINCPOA, Cperation Flan 8-44, Serial 000851, September 27th, 1544,
#x% COMTHIRDFLT, Operation Order 21-44, Dispatoh 031500, Ootober 1944,
elso Action Report CCUFAIRWING ONE, September 10th-October 15th,
1944, Serial CQ0EZ, Decemtor fth, 1944.
«xx% Comparative Performance and Charsoteristiocs, Ropresentative Eanemy
and Allied Aircraft, TAIC Manual No. 2, October 1944,
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CTG 30.5's most advanced bases toward the Empire were at Tinian and
Saipan. These bDages were 1260 miles from Honshu, 1230 miles from Okinawa,
and 1390 miles from Luzon. An additional base, Kossol Pascage, Paleu,
which was 795 miles southwest of Saipan, 1170 miles south scutheast of
Ckinawa, and 480 miles east of the Mindenao coast, was available as &
seaplane base. The searches made by CTG 30.5 will be discussed under
"pllied Search and Reconnaissance.”

As has boen noted, CTG 30.5 hed been assigned, in addition to his
searsh tack, a protection objective. He was direscted to intercept and
destroy enemy search airoraft in the vioimity of TF 38 in order to protect
that force. He amccomplished this a8 follows: From Pacrol Squadron 116
based at Tinien he launched, ip addition to the reguvlar search aireraft,
three PB4Y-1 planes oun Ootober 8th, and five PB4Y-1 planes on Octobar
9th. These aircruft, patrolling in the vicinity of TF 38, made no con-
taots with onemy airoraft. However, on Ootober 9th, they discoversd and
unsuccessfully attacked an enemy picket voat in the general vicinity of
TF 38's track,* and ou Ootober 10th they sank this picket boat by an
attack made by four patrol planes from Patrol Squadrona 102 and 116, 1n
addition, in order to increase protection to TF 38, he inoreased the
regular patrols of Patrol Squedrons 102, 116, and 117 from Tinlan, in
gome oases to 1150 miles, whioh was an extreme range for DPB4Y-1 aireraft.
One of these patrola from Patrol Squadron 102 shot down an enemy putrol
plane on October 9th some 228 miles northeast of TF 38, The reguiar
petrols of Patrol Squadron 113 shot down two more enemy patrol planes on
Ootober llth.** Whother or aot speoial scroening airoraft were launched
on October llth is not known; on that day TF 58 fueled approximately 1050
miles west northwest of Tinien.

In addition to these flights, the patrol plane (PBM) saarches from
Palau, which were -ormally 1imited to a radiues of 600 miles, were extended
£o 775 miles om QOctober 8th to provide wdditional cover for TF 38, whioch,
at noon on that day, was bvearing 017°(T), distant 660 miles from Paleu.
The additional area swept by this extonded search was to the westward of
TF 33. On the following day (Ootober 9th) three of these PEM searches
wore extended to give a three-hour patrol along a line between Latitude
170-00'N; Longitude 130°-00'E, and Latitude 199-00'N; Lomgitude 133°-00'
E,+»* This line ran roughly NE-SW with ite northeast end approximately
170 miles southwest of TF 38, and was nsarly perpendicular to T¥ 38's
track. Why this patrol line was 80 chosen is not understond for does it
not appear that the principal dagger to TF 38, as viewsd from Palau, wes
from enemy search planes operating out of Luzon? In such case should not
the patrol line, to cover adequately the northwesterly movement of TF 38,

> War piary, COMIHIRDFLT, October 9th, 1944,
++ War Diarjes, VPB 116 and VPB 102, October 9th and 10th, 1944,
=%% War Diery, VPB Z16, Ootober 1944,

ToRTTTme.
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: heve been in a NW-SE line rather than in a NE-SW line? MNaturally, in view !

of this strange orientation, the Palau extended patrol afforded slight, '

( if any, protection to TF 38. These searches made no contacts during
{
1

this period, .
i

It seems probable that the Cormanding Officer VPB 216, who was cna-
duoting these searches, wad not informed concerning the movements of 7F
38 at this time zince he was not on the distribution list for CTF 38's
CpPlan, This puints out the fact that a ocmmander who orders e subordin~
ate to ascomplish a task should jnsure that said subordinate 1s provided
with whatever information appears necessary for the proper accomplishmeat
of the task, and it further pointa out the fact that sny subordinate com-
mander, who is given such an assignment should make every effort to obiain
whatever inflormation he considers necegsary. Whather oy not Commanding
Officer VPB 216 endeavored to ootain such information is not known.

This utilization of land-based airoraft to soreen a carrier force
against deteotion by euemry iand-baged air reconnaissarce 18 sound. How-

ever, care must Lo exorcisod that the screen operate similarly to resular

patrols lest the enemy be alerted to unusual sctiviiy in the area. fihere
1 ‘*ne area, and should show

practioable regular patrols should alroady he i
the same aggressive lntent to shoot down enem; putrols as do the scraenw
ing airoraft, The Japanese presumably had, at this time, only limited in-
formation regarding Amarican air reconnaissance to the north and west of
the Marianas, and evidently considered it unimportaat because, whon one

of their patrol planes was shot down by Patrol Squadren 102 on QCotober
9th, they did not realize that this had been accomplished by an American
patrol plane, and consequently alerted the naval units in the Nansel
Shoto and on Kyushu Island against a posaible atlack by a carrier task

force.*

N e e
-

g

The use of long-range aircraflt as & s»craen to proteot surface forces
against detection is recogrized in current teotical instructions. The
preseat objectives of an anti-reconnaissance airborne soreen are deliusa-
ted as: (1) aggressive: destrvction of enomy picket hoats and/or re-
connaissance aircrafc in the vieinity of prospective surface operations;
(2) information: detection of enemy long-range ailr strikes.*x

T e e e e gt e e 2

on Octobor 13th CIG 30.5 was directed by COMTHIRDFLI to assuwe an

additicnal task, that of providing air coverage for TG 30.2, which had

* Phillppine Area Naval Operations Part 1, October-December 1944, Second
Demobilization Bureau Japanese Govermment, October 1947, Department of
the Army Historical Division File No. 8=5, JS-104; also Detailed Actlon
Report Oruku (on Okinawa) Detachment 901lat Naval Air Group QOotover 10th,
1944, WDC Document 160369, NA 12366,

*+ Long-Range Air Reconnailssance and Socouting Inst
Fleots (USF~11) 1946, paras, 750 end 751,

ructions, United States
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been ordered to devart Sai.an 0100, October 14th and rendezvous with

TG 30.3 on October 16th.* T3 30.3 was then retiring with the damaged
CANRERRA f'rom off Formosa toward Ulithi, CTG 30.5 also received orders
to oover the movement of TG 30.3.%* Actually, except for s single PB4Y
flight on October 15th, which provided some coverags ut the extrome range
of 1150 miloes from its base at Tinian,**+ 7, 30,3 did not receive such
cover uotil it came within ~ange of Talau-based PBM sircraft on October
21st., This was because all other Allied air beses were sut of sffect ve
renge at the time,

(3) China-Burma-India Area (Plate IT)

There were twou land-based =ir commands operating in support of
Zhe Philippine Cempaign from the C. .ua-Burma-India Thoater:

(a) FOURTEENTH Air Force, commandud by Major General Claire
L. Chenrauvlt, (AC), USA.

(b) TWENTIFTH Bomber Command, commanded by iajor General
Curtis L. Lekay (AC). USA.

(a) FOURTEENTH Air Force (Table 8)

This command comprised the USAAF uaite, plus one Chinese-
American composits Wing bascd in China. It operated under CG, U«S. Army
Forces, CDI.++x% Its prime-y task wes to support Chinese Zround opera-
tions against the Jajanese, and to this task all but feur of 1ta air
groups were committed. The latter four air groups were available to
support the operations of COMSOWESPAC. These air zroups were ond heavy
bomb group (B-24), one medium bomb group, and two fighter groups.

The avsilability of bases for operaticna of the FOURTEFNTH Air Force
in support of &ING II was iu doubt at the time of the formulatioa of
plans. As lste as September 23rd there had to be two plans, depending
on whether or not the East China bases at Kwellin and Liushow had been
taken Yy the advancing Japanese., If these bases were avallsbla, CG,
U.S. Army Forces, CBI, planned bto:*vx**

(1) Employ one heavy bomber group sgainsh shippiug and
enemy airfields in the Formosa area, although the attacks on airfields
would be rastricted by lack of effrotive fighter cover at that rango.

— "% War Di y, PONSACOLA, October 13th, 1944,
+« COMTAIRDFLT, Dispatch 131804, Cotobsr 1244,
##% War Diary, VFB 102, Uctobor 16th, 1944,
«++% General Joseoh W, Stilwell, VSA.

w«wee Radio, CG, USAFCHI(Sultan) Dispateh CRX 14675, Sep.ember 23rd, 1944,

o MavArthur, Iafc Marshall, Arnold, Stratemeyer, Cheanault,
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(2) In sddition, he would make 1imited night attacks in the
Luzon area and conduct saa roconnaissance within 870 miles of Kwellin. !

If theco bases 'vera lost, he planned to emplioy the heavy bombor
group against air irstellations and shipping within 270 miles of Kunmi.g,
wnoluding Hainan, the Gul® of Tonkin, and Hong Rong.*

Astually, the Kweilin baso which had been evacuatod on September 16th}*
was not regained ond was not available to support the FLURTIENTH Alr Forer;
she base at Liuchow, some eighty miles to the soubthwast, remained avall-
abls until November 7th., Rowever, whoroas the. . wers whreo bomber fields
and one [ighter field at Kweilin, there was only a single field at
Liuchow.**+# This one remaiuing East China Base, about 300 miles wost
northwast of Hong Kong, had to provide facilitles for upits oporating in
support of ground troopi a8 woll as long-range units; in mid-Cctober, 1%

supported oune medium bomber squadron, one fighter gquadron, one and A
nalf tactical recounaissunce smuadrons, as woll aes Forward Detachment,
nrw B-24's whichn wore

208th Bomb Group (Hoary) (pine B=24's), The remaining
available to support XKING 1I had no base closer than the funming ared,

gome 650 milea west, northwest of Houng Kong, ard 1000 milea wesw of
Formosa. Conseguently, although tho FOURTEENTH Air Force totalled sowe
512 airoraft, of which 236 were not committed to direct support of Chineso
ground forces (sse Table No. 8 for distributlon of types), all but the
B-24 type were prevented by rango 1limitations from conducting operationa
boyond the comst of China and, due to ihe very limited base facilities
gvallable in Bast Chiua, only & fow B-24's could bo ,porated beyond the

coastal areas.

on operationy oy the FOURTESNTH Alr
firienoies, varticulerly aviation gasoline.
{stio capabllities in Auguat and
und atvar~e toward its

of necessity reduoced

A further drautic limitatiom
Force waa enforced by logistic de
It had conduotsd operations above its log
September in an offort to slow the Japanese (ro
Lases., (onsequently, operations duripg October worc

one-third to one-half **«*

f these gonditiona, CG, FOURTKBENTH Alr Torce, did not

As a rosult o
netead, enmployod a oombina-

adhere to either plan o1 omployment, but 1
tion of the twn, operatirg as follows:

(a) On Dctober lat - Gth, and 13th ~ 15th, inolusive, he made
daily armed soa SWOOp3 along the China Coast to a distance of wubout

* Radio, CG, USAFCHI {Sultan) Dispatch CRX 14375, Septerber 23rd, 194%
to MaoArthur, Infc Marzhall, Arnold, Stratemoyer, Chennaulte
++ "Way of a Fighter" by Claire Les Chennault, New York, 19-9.

+%% Provisional Alrfield List-Thina, Korea and Manchuria - Alrfield Infor~

mation Report No. 2. Ass't Cnief of Alr Staff, Washington, DeC.,

August 1lst, 1945,
#xx* Director, Livwrary Division, USAF History, Air Univorsity Letter,
November 8th, 1950 to President, Naval War Collega.
TN LA
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100 miles off siore, and stretching from south of Hainan to Formose.
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o

(b) On Ostober 5th and 9th, employing three B=24's, he laid
mines in the Tungtzs River, and on Octobsr 15th, employing twonty-five Y
B-24's escortsd by fighters, he attacked White Cloud Airdrcme abt Canton. i

B D)

o

(o) On Octover 16th hu laur od an air gtrike consisting of
twonty-eight B-24's, alght B=25's, twenty-niune p-51ts, and twenly-one
pP-40's, agaiust docks and shipping at Hong Konge Many excollent shipping
targets were discovered, prosumably because much of the Jspanese ship-
ping in the South China Sea had taken refuge trere Irom the THIRD Fleet
and B=29 attacks on Formoga. cG, FOURTEERNTH Air Force, claimed having
sunk or damaged by this air strike approximately 40,000 tons of shipping.
Althouph hoe realized that twice that amount of shipping remainad un- 1
damaged, he was unable, due tc the gasoline shortage,* %o laurch a seccnd

alr striko,

T e, T T W

(d) Also, om October 16th, he commencsi daily long-range
reconaissance of the South China Sea es rogquesied by CINCPOA, enploying
four B-24's per day from Liuchow. Details of this reconnaissanco will
be covored uuder "Allied Alr Searoh and Reconnaissance."

-

Enemy unaval contacts made by the South China Saa reconnaissanco
~tarted on October 16th and also by fourteen USAAF armed goa sweeps weye
reported to CINCPOA through & navel liaison uuit of Naval Group China, ]
locatod at FOURTKENTH USAAF headquarters. CINCPOA in turn passed those
contacts to COMTHIRDFLT and other intorested commands.

Becsuse of logiatic diffioculties aud a lack of bassa, he was prevented
from providing, other than the above-mentloned reconnaissands, effective
direot support to the Leyte Campaign such as might have beer gained by
attacks on Formcza and Luszon, Unfortunatnly, the timing of tho KING II
Opereation voincided with the soubhwurd drive of Japaunese land lorcos in
China which, together with logistio obstacles, endangered the antire
operating position of the FOURTEENTH Air loroo. Accordingly, except for
the roconnaizsance operations, the aotivitles ¢ this foree will be
dropped from further discusslion,

(b) TWENTTETH Bomber Commund (Table 9)

This command comprised the USAAF B-23's operating in Asia.
It operated under CG, TWENC [®PI] Air Forced wihich in turn oporatad
directly under the Joint Chiefs of Staff. ocordination of its operations
with those of thoeatre forces has been noted in COMSONESPAC and CBI,

(pago 18).
v Totftar from Director, Library Division, TSIF Hisbory, Air University, i
/

flovomber 2in, 1950, tc President, Naval War Collego.
+% Genoral H.H. arnold (AC), USA.
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The objective of the TUEMTIETH 3omber Command was, at this time, the
destruction of heavy industry, oil installations, aireraft plants, naval
installations, and transportation within occupisd China and Japan,
through strategic bombardment end strategic mining.* 1ts efforis were
diverted from this objeoctive to provide support for the KING II Operation.

From its main bese in India its forces wero denloyed to forward bases
in the Chezgtu area of Central China whence thoy took off on their strikes.
At the timo of the initial Leyte landing, October 17th, there was & total
of 140 B-29 ~ircraft in this command. These planes were allocated %o
forward bases a3 indicated in Table J.

The B-29 airoraft had a wsximum patrol radius without bombs of 1250
miles at orulaing speed of 250 kro%s, or 1800 miles at 170 knots, With
a 12,007 pound bomb load, these figures wore ruduced to 920 miles snd
1385 wiles resnectively. The B-29 was heavily armed with one 20mm ana
ten .50 calibre guns, and carried armor and self=-sealing tanks.**

The Chengtu area of (hina, whonce the B-29's operatoed, was $95 miles
from Formoca, 1250 miles from Luzon, and 1265 miles from Okinawa.

The plan for supporcing operations of the TWUNTIETH Bombar Command
called for saximum striles on Formosa in coordination with the carrier
strikes of tho THIRD Flsot. The TUIRD Fleet strikes were schedulsd for
Qotober 12th and 13th; tho B-29's were schaduled to strike on October
11th and l4th, Owing to esdverse woather, the strike on October 11th
was canoelled.*** On Ootober 15th CINCPOA, in view of tho posaibilities
of a flect aotlion betweon the THIRD Fleet and enemy surface units, re-
quested THENTIETI Borber Command to exert maximum effort against tho
enamy air forces besel on Formosa until the situation olarified, ¥*#*

A3 a result, twc adc_tional strikes wero scheduled against Formosa for
Cotober 16th and 1L7thewm*x¥

The primary targets nolected for those strikes wore:

Okayame. Alroraft Repalr and Assembly Plant, delto Alrbase
and Arsenal, snd the Einansho Aircraft Depo’:.

* Tho Strategic Air Operations of Vory loavy Bombardmont iu the War
Against fapan - Military Analysis Division, Army and Army Alr
Saction, USSBS Finel Rapori, September 1lst, 1946.

»+ Alrplans Charaoterlistlos publishsd by Naval Wur College, July 1944.
«+% Director, Library Divieioa, USAF History, Alr University letter,
Novembsr 8th, 1950, to President, Naval War Collugo.
#x% CINCPOA Dispatoh 160851, October 1944, to Deputy Comuander 204b
Air Force e¢nd COMNAVGRPCHINA.
«wses CIHCPCA Dicpatch 152207, October 1944 to COUTHIRDILT.
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These targets ware selected as faoilities whioh sov-ad the dual role
of bases for staging aircraft into the Philippines and of ssembly, re-
pair, and medification of combat airoraft. Tt was believed shat their
destruction would not only eliminate the bases snd tho airorei! loocated
thore, bubt with the loss of important repair and assembly facllivies,
would cause ap immediate reduction in the enemy's combat air strungthe
14 was also Lelieved that extensivo damage to plant snd tools might
take four to six months to replace.*

Secondary targets inoluded tho harbor installations at Takao an’
installations on the China Comst.

On Ootober l4th, 130 B-29's took off from advancad China basss and
batween 1230 and 1430 attacked Formosa. Pesoadoros and China aa followss#*<

Target N, Planos Striking Tons of Bombha
Okayama, Formosa 104 651,0
Taichu Airfield, Formosa 4 26e0

.

} Nelkushu Is., Poscadores 1 TeS
itamao Ie., China Coast 1 3.0
Swatow, China 4 23.8
Hongyoung, China 2 14.0

Okaysma was tho prinmary target. Howevar, sone airoruft for various
ressons were unable {o reach this primary turget, and thorofors hit othsr
targets of considerably less jmportencs, w¢ airburne interceplion was
oncountered, Anti-airoraft fire was neoyor wnd inwoourate, Three air-
craft recoived minur damage in this strike, and iwo were lost oporationally.

J On October 15th, a photo recomnwissance of Tnkao by L~29'a indiocated
that two battleships plus fifteen othor shlps wore there at 1b00,*+%
This was incorruct since no battleships were in the area.

* lleadquarters 20th Bomber Command, Report of Operations, Ooctober ldth,
16th, 17th, Getobsr 28th, 1944.
+#% Tactiocal Miaslon Report Wo. 10, 20th Bomber Command, Qotober 28th,
1944,
wx COMNAVARECIINA Dispatech 151831, Octobor 1944 %o CINCPOA and
COMTHIRDILY o
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Two days later, on October 16th, another strike on Formosa wuas
made a3 follows:®

Targot Yo. Planes Striking Tons of Bombg
Jkayema, Formosa 33 208.8
leito Airport, Formosa 25 159.3
Takao Harbor, Formosa 1 1.3
Targot ¥o, Planes Striking Tons of Bombs

Targete of Opportunity:

yormusa ard China Coast 14 7645

In this strike some weak enemy airborne opposition wut envountored.
A votal of fifty-one attacke were made by enemy lntorceptors which ro-
gultod in dumage to iwo B-20's. Three encwy aircraft were claimod shot
down, and three mere probably destroyod. No B-29's were lost, although
two airoraft recsived minor damage from anti-airoraft fire.

A third attack was made on Formosu on the following day, October
17th, as followni¥

Target No., Plonos Striking Tons of Bombs
Einansho Air Depot 10 52.6
Takao 13 84,8
Amoy 1 6.0

This strike was opposed by mn eshimated twenty- two enomy aircraft
encountered over the targets. Zight of these alrcraft wore claimed shot
dowu and seven damaged., Three B-29's were damaged Ly anti-airorafi firo;
ono wei loat operationally.

L5 & result of these three strikes, Commander TWENTIKTH Bomber
Command claimed that the following mnjor damage had beon irflicted on

Iormosen targets:¥

* Trotical Mission Reports Now, 11 ond 12, 20th Domber Command,
OQutobor 28th, 1944.
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Okayama -~ Zlghty buildings destroyed and eighteon damaged at the
aircralt nssembly plent and at the airfield. In addition, photographic
coverage showed that a total of 116 airoraft at the plant and the field
had beoa destroyed or damagad. Sone of this destruction had been
accumplished by the TdIRD “loot strikes of October lith and 13th, Tu
tho neighborhood villagss, gixty-eignt nouses wers destroyed, and more

than fifty damaged.
Togheln - Ono warehouse and ons barge damagod.

Takao - Two warehousos demarod; slx or seven railroad tracks
tn marshalling yards deztroyvd, two ships damaged, and two probably
damagad.

Taiobu Airfield - Two aiveraft damsged, and two possibly damaged;
one hangar and ono barracks buildiung orobably damaged.

lleito Airdrome - Oune airoraft destroyed; fourtoon bulldings damaged.
Einansho Air Depot - No damage assossmont made due to oloud cover.

These throe strikes were the sxtent of the TWENTIETH Bomber Command
attack offort in surport of the ocoupatlion of Leyte. Ium addition, B=29
photopraphic airorafi reconnoiterad airfield installations on Formosa and
Luzon at tho vuquest of COMSUNHSPAC.# '

The B-297s on bolh attack und recoanaissance missions reported naval
and shipping trryets sighted to COMNAVGRPCHTHA who in tura forwarded the
fnformaticn teo CINCPOA aund COMTUIRDFLT. This inforamation as recoived by
COMTHIRDKLT <6 noted under the operationa of that cowmander.,

1% should Lu noted that, whils the Lingra~Siogapore arna wad within
rango of the B-29 recomaalssance alreraft opovating from basos in india-
Ceylon, wsucl recounaissance wag not mode. Apperontly, it was aot re-
quosted of the TWLNTIETH Bomber Cowmand,* and instead, available photo-
graphis B-29's wore employsd ovoar Formosa and Luzons flad an effoctive
recomaiszance of tho Ling a-Siagapore aroa beon rmade, it would have inb-
dicused the onuwbers and types of Japaneso warships in that area and would
havs alerted the Allled forcos to tholr movements subsequent to the land-

inga at Leyte.

fd) ALLIED AIR SHARCH AUD RECONNALSSANCE

Allied air search plans for the Leyle operation envisaged land-
based soarch operations from all threo theaters: SONESPAC, POA, and CBT.

+ Dlrootor, Library Division, USAF ilatory, Air Universlty Letter,
Novamber 8th, 1950, to Prasident, Naval War College.
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The objective of all of the ssarches was to prarent the undetected
approuch of enemy naval forcos toward the objec ivr area or toward forces
involved in the operation.

(1) Southwust Pacific Area

The air search plan of SOWESPAC called for a orogrossive extension
of ooverage toward and beyond the Philippines as bases became avallabie.
ITn addition to searchss from Darwin, northward throuzh the Timor aud Bandsa
Seas and from Emirau and Admiralties bases to the north, searches to the
northwest would be made first from Owi, Schoutnu Islanés and then, when
roady, from Morotal, These Jsearchos, made by the longest ranged aircraft
avallable (PB4Y), werw designed to provide flank protoction to the objec-
tive arpa and the communications therote. Further oovorago to the nortih
and northoast of Leyte would be provided by tendor-based seuplanex from
Loyte as soon as practical aund would close the gop batwoen Northern Luzon
and the western extremity of Contral Pacific ssarches. The Leoyte searches
wor9 schoduled %c cotmence aboub D/Z day (Octobar 22nd).*

At tho time of the beginuing of dsployment of tho forces toward Leytle
in early October, Search Plan ZASY wus in effects. This plan rewained
eftoctive until October 19th. It requirod sector searches us snawi on
Diagram B and as indicated in the following tubles «

Origin Soarch Areus Vistance
Darwin 3201 3301 825
3301 =339T 015
3597 -359T 630
369T~G35T 515
Emirau 318T-054T 300
Admiralties 294T=-350T 300
Owi 2801 -338T 1190

{Exteuded from
1000 commoncing
October 16th)

The plan celled for the sectors from Darwin to be covered by the RAAF,
Among the RAAF squadrons teged at Darwin were one PBY, ons B-24, one B-25,
and ono Boomorange. In addition there was one USAAF heavy bomb group

fanAitu N 4.
facuin) with i‘i‘\vg-cne Da=24te,

v COMAIRSEYMTHFLT Operation Plan 8-44, Saerial V00156, Ootober l5th,
Lq44¢

«+ Wa- Diary, COMATRSEVENTHVLT, Ootober 1944,

-52-

o L o d



DRI

At Emirau in the Solomon3 the --arch was conducted by COIJAIRNIRSOLS.
He had available at Lmirau, New Zealand Squadron THREE with sevonteen
Py-1ta aund VPB=148 with twolve PV-1'as. On October 15th, VP’B-148 was
relieved by VPB-137, CONAIRNORSOLS also conducted tho search from Manus
fn the Admiralties., BSased in the Admiralties was a portion of VPB-52
flying 1BY's, and VPB-146 with twalve PV-1's. On October 15th, VPB-130
with Fifteen PV-i's arrived at Manus from Hawnii and on October 1Gth,
JFB-146 departed Manus for Owl en route to Morotal.

At Owi, Commander Fleet Air Wing SHVUNTBEH who conducted the search
undor CG, FIFTH Air Force had available VP2-101 with twelve PB4Y-1's, and

VPB-115 with sixtoea PB4Y's. These two squadrons moved up to Morotai om
Qotober 18th.

As noted in the above table, the Owi searches were oxtonded from
1000 to 1100 miles comnencing on Ootober 16th. This search was also ex-
tonded on that date to inolude inland Philippine waturs.*

It is apparent that thore were available umple numbers of airoraft
to carry out the search plan. Aotually not all of the squadrons involved
in the search had that nission only to perform. The RAAT was also engaged
in wissioae to destroy enomy forces and installatious in its area of re-
spousivility which entuiled not ouly attack missious but also anti-
submarine cperations, search und resouse, and anir biockade in the Banda
Som,** COMATRVOUSOLS, had similar responsibilitios in his arna.

In addition to the coverage provided by Search 'lan EASY there wure
three othor typos of operations condusted by Allied Air PForces, SONISPAC,
which in some degrve augmentoed tho regular reconnaissanco,

Local santi-submarine patrols were condusted from sevoral of the
bages. 1n most cusvs these wers iu areas also coverod by loung-range
reconnairuance as in the ocase of the anti-submarino patrols conducted by
VPB-11 from Morotal, and by VPB-33 and 34 from Biak with the seaplanes
vperating from a base logated at Mios Wooundi Island prior to their move-
ment to Laytc. A detachment of VPDB-52 based on the HERON (AVP 2; at
lollandia patrolled a seu area off the New Guinea coast to atout sovenly
milos oommencing on October 9th until October 221d when the detachment
noved to Biak (Mios Woendi) to coutinue AS¥ patrols.*ws These patrols
wore designed to provide anti-submarine protection to units at or in the
viocinity of the bases. Two types of night operations were also sonducted
by Allied Air Forces SONMESPAC which provided greater augmoeutetion to tho
daylight long-range reconnaissaace than 41d tho anti-submarine patrols:

% Wer Diary, VPB-115, October 16th, 1944.
«% Commander Allied Air Forces, SUWISPAC, Operations Instruotions
No., 71, Soptembeir 24th, 1944,
«+% War Diary, VPB-5§2, October 1944.
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(a) VPP-29 basad in tae TANIIER (AV 8) at Morotai conducted
nichtly armnod reconialssancs (Blackcat) patrols In the Celebes Sea area,
Thuse patrols reached northwnst to llorth Bornoo, the Sulu Archepelasgo,
and tho Zamboangs Poninsula of Mindanao. Two sorties por nipht were
flown until Cectober 19th and thereaftor thrve.= Theso [lights did not
pive complete covaraso of the Colebms Ses but coucentrated on anticipated
centors of Japenese shipping activities based on curr-nt intelligenos.

(b) USAAN B-24's of the SiZTY-THIRD Squadron (FCRTY-THIRD Bomb
Group (1)) of the I"IFTH Air Forco basod al Biak conducted armod and un- .
armed night reconvaissance of tho soul, and Cartral Lhllippines, The !
routos assipnod vacicd, Thus on tho uipghts of October 13th, l4th and
15th armed recounaisnauce f the Davao ar:a of Mindanao wus made. On the
night of Cehober 16th two 1-24's carried out unarmed reconnaissence of
tha Yindaneo 50a; twe ore conducted a similar reconnaissance of the
Gibuyan Soa aroa including Worros and Panay; whilo a fifth unarmed air-
cralt covered tho Camote Group and a part »f the owst coast »f Luzon.
tm the followiup night, Octeobor 17th, similar reconunissauce was nade
of tho Sibuyan and Mindinao Soas,«#

Tt should bo notod that Lthose opuraliors wore not dasigned to
strongthan diroctiy the protection affaorde: oy soarch nlan BASY. Bxoupt
for the anti-submurine patrolg and £or cortaiv nirht searches comrencirp
Octobar 16th, thesce opuralivns werc in implementsiion of the diyective
to "intenslfy noutralization in the Tectrrn Visuyas and Mindaiao aveas'....
and to destroy "hottile naval end air forcus and shipricg dn Lthe Colebos
Senl..odeuyior use of naval fusilities jn tho Srlh Archopolaro to the
Jupanose and protocting the western Clank ol the operation,”*sx Tt should
Lo clear that in conducting reconnaiscance to find sultable turpets, gome
additional recounulssanco protection not basioally eailed for diu accrue
to the ovorulion. This was duo Lo the lact that; (a) Lho uirht operoe-
tiovns yrovided some additional ceverape of arcas which under Scearon Plan
BASY wore coverad only ia dayliph., and (L. the [lights by AAF B=-23's
through the Visayas covered araus which wore not otherwisa covered,
However, thesu uporations were not sufficlently donde nor so plannod as
Lu proclude tho undetoctod approach of onomy tereos into Lho arcn.

on Ochobor lbth, CI.CPOA roquosted thuat SOMSUNHOTIAC muke maximuwn
practicable air reconnaissance of Suripgao and Sun Bernardino Streits be-
minning, on Gectobor 16th.#++«+ This wus Lo provide security for the THIRD
Floet which was then anticipating a fleet ackion in tho waters asoulhoasi
of YFormosa. 7%, FIIM'IE Alr Force was divected te pr.vide this spocial

+# Nar Diary, VPB-29, October 1944,
#+ Periodic Reports, A~2, 5th Bomber Command, Octobor 1944,

#v¥ Allied Air Forces, SOWESPAC, Oporatirp Instrustions Moo 71,
Soptambor 24th, 1944,

: ¥ex% CTUCPOUA Dispateh 15034, Octzonr 1344 to COP'SUVISPAC. )
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reconnaissance.*
Sector ¥

straits com-encling or
STXTY-T:ITRD Squadron, FIFTH Air Force, carried out unarmed reconnalssance

of the western aporoaches to the s
17th as previously indicated., No inportent contacts were reported by

these aircraflt,**

bo discussed.
coctor searohes ua shown on Diagsam B and is indicat

tuble; x«k**
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As a consequence this latier commender directed that
Lge of Search Plan EASY be extended to juclude coverage of both
October 16th. In addition, five B=-24's of

traits during the night of October 16th-

(2) Pacific Ocean Area

The uir search plan employed by Pacific Ocean area uuits wos

a responsibility of Commandor Task Croup 30.5 under COMTHIRDFLI.*+*
Joarchea wore conducted by lsnd planes

Saipan aad Kossol Passege, Palau. Ther
and Kwajaloin, but as they had no boaring on the operation they vill not

from Tinlan and by seaplanes from
o were alsu searchos from Eailwetok

The plan in crfect during the Leyte operation requirsd
ed in tho followi.g

Oripin Soarch A1nas Distance

Tinian-Saipan 245-2727 800
272=-3631 1000
353-063T 6170
(00=230T 400

Palau 500-360T 60O

Therc were nine 1000-mile scctors and throe 800-mile sectors. Those
wore covored by PBaY-1 alrcraft of YPBR.-102, 116 and 117+#*x besed at
Tiriaa with a lLotal of forty-fivo aircraft. Of the sevon 600-mile soctors
from Saipan, three or four (the number varied from day to day) were
covarad by tender-based vp2y-3ts of VPB=4 assisted pricr to Gotober 6th
by the PBM's of VPB-18. There wera fourieon of the former and fiftsen
of tho latter.*¥s*+* The remaining three or four sectors ware covered by
pY-1 aircraft of VPB-150 and VPB-151. The soven shorter 400-mile Tinian
soarches were conduoted by VPB-150 and 151 which two squadrons had u iotal
of thirty-one PV-1 aircreft.**+x**» TFrom Kossol Passapge, Palau, the s8ix

+ Commander Alllod Air rorces, SUTUSPAC, Cilspatonhes 152004 ard
152300, Octobaer 1944 to CG, FIFTI Air lforce.
+«* Poriodic Reports, A-2, 5th Bomber Command, Octcber 1944,
#%% CCMTHIRDFLT, Operation Order 21-44, Dispatch 031600, October 1944.
sxéx COLINVMARMA, CEHPAC Oporation *lan 6-44, Serial 000489, August
18th, 1944.
s 4% far Disries, VPB-102, 116, 17, Ccteber 1944,
sxtks® §or Diaries, VPB-4 and 13, October 1944.
vk krek ar Diaries, VPB-150 and " 51, October 194%.
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600-mile sectors were covered by tender-based PBM-3's of VFB-202 and 216
with twenty-nine PBM's until October 21st when VPB-202 was relisved by
VPB-2] and thereafter by VPB-21 and 216 with thirty PBM's.* i

As 1in SOWESPAC, the Central Paciflc searches were conducted in day-
light. On specific occarions the radius of patrols was sxtended. As
has been noted, the Palau and Tinlan searches were extended on October
8th and 9th to 775 and 1150 miles raspectively to provide an alrborna
screen for TF 38 approaching Okinawa. Also, in compliance with an order
from CINCPOA,** the three Tinian sectors beiuean 2720(T) and 299°(T) were
extended on October 16th to 1150 miles to search for units of the Japansse .
Fleet which had sortied to attuck cripples of the THIRD Fleat, This !
extended search .;eie no contacts ®**

i
;
I
{
-

(3) China-Furma-India Area

Sesrch Uy ('hina-based aircralt was commenced on October 16th by
request of CINCPAC mede the p:evious day. ***¥ This search was conductad
by B-24 type sircraft of the 308th Bomb Group, FOURTEEKTH USAAF, baged at i
Luichow ***¥» CINCPACia request was for dzily roconnaissance to detect
movenent of enemy raval forces toward the THIRD I'\eet's area of opera- H
tion.**#* The THTRD Fleet was al that time opersatinz east of Luzon and
southeast of Formcsa,

PFanal am e

% —aws miia smomn

e

The search was deaigned to cover that area of the South China Sea
bounded on the west by a line between Camranh Bay and Huiling Island

! (about midway on the China coast between Hainan and Hong Kong) and on the
east by the Lingayea Peninsula, Luzon *¥***¥ It consisted of two courses
each flown by one B-24 every twelwe hours, thus ruqulring four sorties
per day. The courses as shown on Diagram 4 were as followg:®#=x® d

East Courss - Lulchow to Hulling Island, theuce southeasi to a
point sixty miles northwest of Lingayen, south for sixty miles, gouthwest
for 150 miles, thsnce northwest to the China coast und Luichow,.

23T R

West Course - Luichow to Hulling Island, thence wouth 515 miles
passing to the west of Paracel Reefs, then 170 miles norihei.at, then
northward to the China coast snd Luichow passing to the east of the resfs.

This search continued throughout October without chunge, The day
search planes departed Lulchow about 0300; the night search planes
abou’ 2000 Fusrs

fhh M L -

% War Dimries, VPB-21, 202, and 216, October 13i4.
x5 CINCPOA, Dispatch 150136, October 1944 to COMAIRWINGONE (CTG 30.5).
*%% Yapr Diary, VPB-116, October 1944.
w¥ux CINCPAC, Dispatch 151230, October 1944 to COMNAVGRPCHINA,
su¥s# Director, Library Division, USAF History, Air University Letter,

At Dk SR AT M, | S 3

November 8th, 1950 to President, Naval Wer College. 4

waxsu% COMNAVGRPCHINA, Dispatch 160935, October 1944.
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4 -56- "
" (

1
4
L.



i e O

contacts made by these search aircraft were broadcast while air-
borne oa a freguency which was provided to JINCPOA,* and post flight
sumaries were forwarded by 308th Bomb Group tu Headquarters, FOURTEEETH
Air Fore? where they were passed to interestcd cormands at sea by a Navy

1isison unit at that hoadquarters.**

In considering the effectivoness of the land-based air search plan
which was in effect on October 17th the following might be noted:

(a) In the SONESPAC therc were adequate numbers of aircraft but
mpeded by the lack of forward bases. From Biak an

1y 200 miles short of Brunei Bay and the Palawan
Pass approach to the Philippines while to the north it extended only as
far as San Berunardino Pass at its extremity. That this shortcoming wes
apparent to the cormanders concerned is evident from tho early movement

of search aircraft to the newly ostablished base at Morotel from where
searches commenced on Qotober 19th. The effectiveness of the new search
plan, FQX, then inaugurated will be discussed in a later chapter.

their operation was i
1100-pile radius fell near

. e e - v
e e e b .+ et e s s s it e 8

-

(b) The search plan employed in POA was of sufficient density
to provide waraing of an epproach of a major enemy force toward the
Marianas and Paleu. Due to *he limitation of range and numbers of air-
craft, however, &n air geerc’. could not ve devised whioh would provide
a high probability of detection of an enamy force approaciiing Luzon from
the Lmpire. Taking the ghortest course from the Inland Sea to Luzon
such a force would make its entire passage beyond the range of Ma:ienas

based search airevalt.

g e

(¢) Worning of an approach to the Philippines direct from the
Empire could be gained ty employmeut of an appropriate search from Leyte.
The early establishment of such a ssarch Ly tender-based airoraft from
Leyte was inoluded in the plans for the operation and will be discussed

in a later chapter.
(d) The search plan employed by FOURTERNTH Air Force was not

similar to any type of air search in nse by the Navy at that time. The
reasoning upon which this plan was basad is not available to this study.

i i e e R U RNV LY PP M B
A e hg e s

CINCPOA's request of October 15th had speoified daily reconnaissance
of the South China Sew north of the line Canranh Bay - Lingayen to detect
possible movement toward the THIRD F.eet!s position by enemy fleet units.
It would seem thet the most likely route of such units would be through
Luzon Strait and that, on the basis of available intslligence, the origin

of such a movement would be the Lingga~Singepore area. lowever, it is

——— e et e i -

¥ COVNAVGRPCHINA, Dispatch 1600064, October 1944.
' #+ Director, Library Division, USAF lligtory, Air Uaiversits Letter,
/ November 8th, 1950, to President, Maval War College.
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apparent that the ssarch rrovided only a relatively low probacility of
detection of a major eaem - force which might move toward Luzon Strait

from the south.

The oporation of sthe four flights per day flowm by bhe FOURLI&NTH
Air Force in reconnalissance from Octobor 16th through Gctobar 31lst re-
guired the authorization by CG, U.3., TForces, ¢3L, of 500 tons of POL
(petroleun, nil, Jubricants) supplies {rom theater stocks.* wight this
not have been bouter sxpended iu malntaining a barrier patrol across
the South China $ea? Navy doctrine current at the time,** provided for
scarcih by patrol to disclose the passage acr'o3s a goographic liune. Such
a patrol could have been maintained by uninz five lighte per day for

a radar detoction range of sixty miles, or with eight daily flights for
a detection range of forty miles.

(o) As has beeu pointed out oreviously in this chapter under
"41110d Lennd and Tender-Based Aircralt" Soction (3) "China, Burme, Indla
Aroa" no provisions were mede for reconnaissance of the Lingga-Siagapore
area, although availeble intelligence indicatad the probable presencs
there of heavy units, less oarriers, of the onemy flost. Only B~29's
of the TWEITIETH Bomber Command, based in M :ylon, could have provided
this recomaissance {as they did for the Liungayen operation later).
Such recounaissance appareutly was not requested.*

Why this was 8o is not understood for the obtaining of continuous
jnfcrmation concerning the movoments of Japauesu major forces was of
paramount importance to the Allied commanders at this time. Perhap3s
once again, the conviction that mejor alements of the Japapese Fleet
would not be involved in opposition to the Allied landings at Leyte
caused the Allied comnmanders to forego thie essential roconnaissanoo.

(£) The TWENTIiTIi Bomber Commend made only limited visivle
and photographic reconnalssance. This roconnaissance was generally
made while en route to designated targets or in connection with ob-
taining target information for scheduled attacks, It shourd be
pointed out here that the employment of the B-29's azainet Tormose
wae merely a temporary diversion from their basic emvployment against
targets in China and Japan and was for XTIG II ouly.

* Director, Library Division, USAF History, A:r University Letter,
Novamber B8th, 1950, to President, Naval Was Collega.

+% Current Tactical Orders and Doctrias; U.S. “leet Aircraft,
USF 76 (Rev.) Vol. Three - Patrol Aircraft. Prepared by
COMAIRSCOF )P, Webruary 1942,
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() ALLIED DEPLOYMENT OF NAVAL FORCES (Diagram B)

(1) SEVEMTH Fleet.

Tho deployment of the Allied naval forces of the SEVENTH #leet
prior to the Battlse for Leyte Gulf was in furtherance off COMSUNESPAC's
Plan, KING 1I, for the selzure by amphibious assault of pcsitions in the
Leyte area. Daployment wus et fected commencing in early fctober, prima-
rily from bases et Menus in the Admiralty Tslanda and from Yollandia,
New Guinea,.

Naval forces involved in the deployment consinted of a Central
Philippino Attack Force (T¥ 77), commanded by CTF 77,% whisch attaock
force included gunfire aupport shions (TG 7742), close air support car-
riers (TG 77.4), minosweapers (TG 77.5), & beach demolition group (16
77.3), a closs covering group (TG 77.3), a flagship group (TG 77.1), two
anphibious forces (T¥ 73 and TF 79) and & service group (TG 7747), two
submarine forces (TF 71, 71 72), a wotor torpedo bont group (TF 7041
aad tender and shore-based aircraft (T¥ 73).

Thean naval ferces procesded towards Leyte Gulfl in wore or loss
widely soparated groupc., This was due ia part %o apeed differontials,
in part to differont points of departure, and in part to a dif:nrence in
the planned arrival time in the objoctive arva. Yor ex.unple, the bom=
bardment group was schedulsd to arrive in the objective area ou D=3 day,
whoreas iho transporis were to arrive on D day. When in the vicinity of
Allied sir buases such as Manus, Hollandia, Pelelieu and Biak, these naval
forces wore under tne cover of land-hugsed alrcrests Howsver, as the
planes oporating from these land bases covered limited search arcs, it is
apparent that large areas betwoen tho points of departure and the points
of destination of the Alliod naval forces wore lalt entirely unsearchode
Whon aot near such Allied air bases the Allied naval forces ware forced
to rely for air cover on carrier-bused aircraft if available, otherwise
they proceeded without s.iy air cover whatsoever ancopt that provided by
their ship~va3sed planess This conmcat was particularly applicable to cer-
+ain of the teak proups required to accomplish the preliminary operations -
notably the mineasweeping groups and these groups required in the opera-
tions for the <apture of Suluan sed dosipgnated areas oa Dinapat and Hom-
onhone%* It elso applied to the Landing Creft Movement Group of T 7D aex*
These groups proceeded without ca rier-oasod air cover, excepting at those
times gonerally near the objoctive areu, whon they wore in the vicinity
of tho escort carrierse This was tecause the speads of the variouc types
of shins emploved varied so markedly as to necess! tate each task group
sortiing at a different vime. This insured (a) that each group proceseded
at its best spved, and (b) that concentration was effected pricr to ur-
rival withia the objoctivo srea.

* Vice Admiral Thomns C., Kinkald, USW,.
** COMCRUDIV 4 Operation Plan 2-44, Serial 0008, October 5th, 1044.
v+ War Diary DESRON 84 (CTG 72.11.3), October 17¢h, 1944.
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The carrier-bosed aircrari available were eolely within the escort K
carriers. For this reason, a carrior group cousisting of two egoort |
carriers end two destroyer escorts was made available te the Northern \
Attack Force (TF 79), enother of similar compoeitior to the Southerr At- o
took Force (TF 78), and a third to the First Reinforcement Group (TG 7846)%
This insured that the major trensport groups were piven some air cover,

In addition to the Transport Groups, three other tusk groups, TG's TTely
77+4 and 77.6 which proceeded together, had ample air covers. This air
cover wag provided by the remaining twelve carriers of the escort car-

rier group (TG 77.4). |

While thore was somo denper in moving forcoe to the objective area
witheut adequate air or anti-submurins defense, it seems wise to point
out that COMIIIIRDMLT had been conducting heavy air strikes in the Formose- :
Luzon area,** and the TWENTIETH Bomber Command hed also been atiacking
Formousa so that the denger of effective alr atimck on the SEVENTH Fleot !
advance forces had been seriouni- -sduceds Alco, submerine action during '
September snd eurly October i. i.. approach areass between the points of
depsrture snd the objective sreu had beon almost nopligible, with but one
f submarine having, been definitely located in the area,%*»* This wua the
Japanese submarine (Y364 )#%%* which was sunk by the SAMULL L. MILES (DE), i
at C5l9, Ootober 3rd, in position bearing 307 (T), distant efphty-five
miles from Peleliu, Palauex**¥* Anothor Japanouvs submarine (10 41) was
known to have been opersting on this date off Norotsi siuce the SHELTON
(DE) was torpodoed at OB0B October 3rd ir Latitude 02°-32'N, Lougitude
129°-13'E by submarine actioune Howevor, this position wus woll ocleur of
the TI' 77 movemout routes tov Leyte Gulfs

ik

The Allied deploymont of the principal forces und groups was ef'-
fected us follows:

(a) The miunesweeper group (TG 77¢5) sortiod firste This group
doparted Manus a* UBLS, Ocltober 1iJtr,%»*w+x* maintaines a speed of ad=-
vence of 9e4 knots (which was slightly moure thun the oorrect sustained
speod for YMS and ceaused zome straggling), rondezvoused on schedule at
0600, October 1bth, nlnety wmilas west of Point ART (Latitude O7°-04'N,
Lopgitude 133°-00'E) with the Yueling group,+*+**+* oompleted fueling

¥ OOy L LT, .. m"

% (TG 77.4 Operation Flaw 2-44, Serial 00076, October bth, 1944,
*» War Diary, COMI'HIRDFLT, October 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th, 1944,
#x% Oporetions in the Pacific Coeen Arens, October 1944, CINCPAC-
CINCPQA, May 31lst, 1945,
wan% German-Japsncse-Italian Submarine Losses, World Wur I1 OPNAV-P-
33-100~NEW 5-46,
wasrsx War Diary SAWUEL D. »ILES, October 2rd, 1944,
wswikk War Diary SOUTHAKRD, Ostober luth, 1944.
r4xsrrx fotion Report CLG 77.5, Mineswesping Operations in Surigeo
Straits and Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, Octobsr 29th, 1944.
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by 1642,+ then jolned the Dinagat Attack Group (TG 78.4) and hoaded with
that command toward the cbjective aroes., The weather now hacame bad with
heavy rainfall and low visibility.

At 0141 Ouober 17th, Sweop Unit ONE, oconsisting of HOVEY (¥),
SOUTHARD, HAMILiCH, LONG, HOWARD, PAIMER, CHAMDLFR, PREBLS, and SANDS,
was detached and, with TG 78.4, procoeded ahoad towards Leytle Gulfgkw

At 0432 Swmwep Urit TWO, oconsisting of the mineswevpers LBAL, TOKEN,
TUMULT, VELOCITY, und SCOUT,*** and at 0645 Sweep Unit [HREE, consist-
ing of the minesweepers REQUISITE, PURSUIT, NIFVENGE, SaGE, and SENTRY,
proceeded independontly.*s+s At 0719 October 17th these units were
apprcsohing the natrance to Leyto Gulfe

Meanwhile, the rewnining unite of TG 77.6, whioh ware YNS mine-
sweopers, less five YMS whioh had stragpled vecause of tho rolatively
high speed aud bad woeather,«ws«+ were some thirty or forty miles from
Leytoo

(%) Tie Dinagst Attack Group (TG 7844), less the Dinagat
Bombardment Unit (TU 78.4.3, alsc citled 1y 77.2.%), sortied from
Hollaudia at 1500, OQoutober 1l2th, meiatained a speed of advance of about
thirteon knots, and at 0600, October 1lbth, rendezvoused ninety ulles
wost of Point ART with Fueling Group (TU 7747+1) and with TG 77,6 4sseen
At 1642, TG “8.4 compieted fueling. and in compaeny with TG 77.5 headed
for Dinapat Island.es+ss

At 0141 October 17th, TG 78.4, less TU 78.4.3, acoumpanied by
Sweep Unit ONE, departad the remaining ships of TG 77.6 snd at spoeds
varying from twenly to twenty-six Jmots headed for the euntern entrance
to Leyte Gulf.

At 0540, HOVEY, HAMILTON, LOsG. and SOUTHARD took station ahead
of TU 78.4.1 (Black Beaoh ONF Unit) and headed for the approsches to
Plack Boach ONE on umorihern Dinagat Islaud. At the same time TU 78.4.2,
consisting of LONG, ROSS, BISBEE, and lEKBERT, prouceeded towards the
entrance to Leyle Gulf to await minesweepers frow Black Besch TIREL
on Suluan Island. This unit was %o capture Black Besoh TWO on southern
Homonhon Island,

* War Dlery ASHTABULA, Ootoler lbth, 1944,
## Action Report CTG 78.4, Report of Dinagat Group, Sarial 0018,
undatod, page 2.
++% War Diary VELOCITY, Cotober 17th, 1944,
aexk War Diary SAGE, October 17th, 1944.
sxeu% Aotlion Report CTIG 77.6, Minesweeplny Operatiois 1in Surigac
Strait and Ley*e Gulf, Serial 0111, October 23th, 1944,
s+eéev fotion Report Amphibious Group 9 (CTG 78.4), Serial 0018,
Octobtar 1944, Enclosure (B).
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At 0600, TU 78.4,1 formed eolwnn astern cf the minesweepers in
order as followu: STACL, GALI UL, HUGHRT (1), WARL, GCHLEY, YILBY, and
ARIADNR. At 0635, the mineswecivr: COries NEed aweepdryg ncourtic and
moored mincas to forty feet.

(¢) "1) The Bombariment and Fire Suppert Sroup (16 17.2),
accompsnied by the hecort Curricr Croup (TG 77.4, less TU's TT7.4414,
70404 and 77.4.24) und the Loach Demolition urcup (TG 77.6), nortivd
Manue at 0650, Cetobor 12th, maintedined a gpeed of sdvance of aubout
fifteen knots, and at OGOG,* Octoler 16ty, in the fueling ares sbout
ninaty miies woet of Point ART, rendezvoused with the Fueliny fnit
(TU 77.7.1), congirtiny of the cllers SARANAC, ASHTABULA und SALCMUN 1T
Witk thelr cocerte, At 1300 €16 /7.2, who was to be in comrand of the
advanece foreur from D=3 te D day, detaches the Dinagnt Rombardment Unit
(TU 7¢.4.2) tc provide covering forcen for thc cperetions apadnst Black
Beach UNE on nortrorn Dinapat Island, BFlack bewch 1TWC on scuthern
Hewonkon lsloud and Black Peach TH 7 cn Julumm Tsland,*% AL 1400,
when fuldnp war completed, 16'a 77,2, 7104 und 770G teaded Jor the
ollactiva aren,*** At 1700 CTL 7.7 detacked the Egcort Crryler Group
(1C 77.4) tc procced independently {g the objective arca,t ¥ Aboutl thie
tine he reecived an dotel)ipence repert tros Comnaxter SEVENTH Fleet
{Hollandiu) which pave thu lutest informaticn concerning the enery ond
which provides i adacnda to Annex MIFE of Cp=plan 13=44. Most of the
{nformution ther:in h o ulready been mentlonod under "lufcrmation
Avinilable te the Allied Commmder." 1t provided no churprex which
materially affeeted ris plone. it 071y, Cetover 17th, TG /7.4 wvae
veuring 1349(T), virtant forty-tive wiles from Sulunn Islund, and TG
77,5 wes bosring 1089(T), di-tant 115 m len trom suluras lsland,

(2) Mithouyh the wentb-r forecast: from Hollandia aud
elsewhere pave pood westber indications in the Loyte aren, thls was
hot in fuct the case, Instead o' the yood sea nnd nir conditions which
wore being predicte-, the exact opposite was the case on Cctober 16th
and continued throuph the 17th,  The celling vay zero, the geas rovih,
the rain heavy. CT%6 77,2 now had to determine whether to procecd
according to plan or whetber te recomuend that D day be delayed. He
studied the weather information snd boldly decided to proceed K E®

This was an important and corrcct decision for the major Alliod

forces were underway, and conslderable confusicn might huve resulted
had it been necessary to recommend a delay.

 Vor Dinry CHUDLV 4 (TG 77.2), Cetober 12th, 1944.
¥ fction Report CRULIV 12 (TU 78.,4.2), Heport of Bowbardmeni and
Suppoert of Landing on Sulunn Telnnd, ote., Serial 0149, November
nd, 1944,
w#% Apction Report, C1G 77.2, Cepture of Leyte 1slang, Serinl 00147,
Novewber Sth, 1944, pape €.
¥ue® Ihid, pape 43,
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As tke hours pasaed the weathe: continued bsd. By 0200 the fol-
lowing morning (October 17th) the winds had increased to thirty-four
knoty, th2 seas were choppy and rising and the visibllity was irpairsd
by trequent rain squalla.®

(3) After TU 78.4.2 hed been detached, 1t procecded at
twenty-uix knois en route to the objective aren, At ubout 043¢,
Getober 17th, in accordance with orders from CTG 78,4, CTU 78.4.2 de-
tached the RCSS to join TU 78.4.1 (Black Beach ONE Unit), and the
RLHINGON to joln TU 78.4.7 (Black Beuch TWO Unit).** At aboul 0535
he was Jolnnd Yy the minesweepers HOWARD, PALMER, CHANDLER, and the
hiph speed transports SAKDS and CHUSLY .#%% A+ abeut 0550 in accordance
with orderr from CTG 78,4 ho detuched the COLUMBIA and DRYANT** to
remain outside the 100 fathom curve and support CTU 78,4.1. The units
which remeined under his direct comnnnd, L.e., DENVER, AW, GI-ANT,
HOWAKD, FALMER, CRANDLER, SAWDS, and CRCSLY, composed TU 78.4.4 (Black
Bench THEEK Unit). CTU 78,4.2 now beeame CTU 78.4.4 As well,

As CTU 78.4.4 he now comrenced operations to capture Sulunn
Igluand., L 0605 tho A.W. GIUNT, leading the SANDS and CROSEY, fell in
column atterr: of the minesweepory,*® while the DENVER remained outside
the 100 futhom curve. At 0610 the minusweepers commenced swocping
the upproach channel for scoustic minus and moored minva tc forty
foct.X%%% The weother wasg bad end had Seen increwsingly ugly since
100, The waves were increasing in size and the visibility wes de-
creusring muking mineswueplng operantions difficult. However, Sulusan
Island wec somewhnt protected by Homonhon Island to che westwsrd, At
0640 Suluan Island was siphtecd for the first time.**** This wns ten
minutes before the Japancse on Suluan Islund siphted TW 78.4.4.%0 40
At G710 the sueep wos completed **¥ No mines were discovered,

At 0719 Octobur 17tk, TU 78.4.4 was closing Suluan lsland and
was prepeyring Lo disembark the land‘ng forces.

¥ Action Report of Bomburdment and Support of Suluan Tsland by
TU 7B.4.4 and cf the Fvening Oporaticns by TU 78.4.2, Octobter
17¢h, 1944, Serisl 0149, November and, 1944.
¥ Actlou leport, A.W. GRANT, Heport of Ship's Fire Support,
Leyte Campaipn, Serial 0105, November 10th, 1944.
%% Yar Dia,y HOWARD, October 17ih, 1944,
weud Yar Diary PALMER, October 17th, 1944,
wnss¥ Wnr Diary ZUIKAKU, October, 1944, WOC Document 161€36,
NA 12260,
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(d) The Northern Attack I'orce (TF 78) sortied in two major
groups:

(1) The Palo Attack Group (16 78,1), plus the LST's and
LSM'a of the Sau Ricardo Attack Group (TG 78,2), the Close Covering
sroup (TG 77.3), Harvor Eatranoca Coutrol Group (TG 7845), certain
unite of tho Panaon Attack Sroup (T 78.3), sortied from lollandia at
1600, Ootobor 13th, and hoaded for Poin+ PRT,* (Latitude 020-46'Y,
Long itude 136°-46'E)s 1%t rendezvoused with the XITKUN BAY and its
esoorts DENNIS and BJTLMR at 1919 tho swne day.++

(2) Tho San Ricardo Attack Group (T3 78.2), less
fts LST's end LSM's, plus Lhe GAMBTER BAY, sortind from Manus st
1426, Ooctobor 12th, and hemded tor Polnt, PET ex®

At 1200, October 1bth, thuse two major proups rondezvoused sc
Point PET to form TI' 78.sw+s T 78 Lhoun headed for the obJactiva
arsa. At 0719 Ostobor 17th this lorcs was boaring 123°9/T), distant
447 miles from Suluwn Island,

(o) The Southern Attuck Force (TF 79) wortied fror Hanus
as follows:

(1) Tho Landing Craf't Movement Group oonsisting of
TG 79.1's Traotor Group ABL® wnd TG 79.2's Tractor Group BAK R,
sortiod from Manus Harbor on October llth. Tractor Group ABLL,
gousioting of LST Unit (TG 79.8), Control Unit (15 7947), wmad LLI
Unit (TU 72.7.1) aortiad at about 0830,s+»es and Truccor Group
BAYER (TG 79.6), consisting of LST-LSM Transport Uult (TU 79.6.1),
and LCI Unit {TU 79.6.,2) sortied at 1047.2esses

T KotTon Weport GTU 70,16, Serfal OI14, Novdubor oth, Yoid.
«% War Diary KITKUN BAY, Ootober 13th, 1944.
*e¥ War Diary YRIMONT, Cctober léth, 1944,
sx»s War Diary FAYETTE, Ootober 12th, 1944.
saxsss COMDESRON 54 Movement Plun 1-44, Octobur 1lth, 1944
Annex ¢; also Wur Diary COMDESRON 54, October 1llth, 1044.
wassss Wor Diary LCT(L) ¥lotilla 14 (CT% 79,6), Ootober 1llth,
14944,
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Groups ABLE and BAXSR were soreenod by DesRon 54 (TU 79.11.3). After
sortiing, the Landing Ccraft Movement Group headed for a rendezvous with
cortain units of Fuseling Group (TU 77.7.1) which rendozvous wus affectad
at 0790, October 17th.* AL 0719 theso groaps wers bearing 1199(T) dis-
tant 480 miles from Suluan island.

(2) attaclk Sroup ABLE, lesa Tractor Group ABLE, plus TU
77.4.14, sortiod frou Manus ab about 0700, Ootober l4th,¥* and headed
fur fuoling rendezvous on Ootobar 18%h ia vioiunity Polnt ART. At 0719
Leotober 17th this group was bearing 119°(T) distant 665 miles from
Suluan Island.

(3) Attack Group BAYER, less Tractor yroup BAKH¥R, sortlod
from Manus &t 0957, Gotcber léth,¥x# and in compuay with Attack Sroup
ABLL, but ten mlles astaern, alao headad for the fueling rendozvous oun
October 18th in violnity of Point ART. At 0710 Octobar 17th this group
wag boaring 119°(T) distant 66b mileu from Suluan Islund,

(£) (1) Tho Flect Ilagship Unit (TU 77.1.1) of the Flagahip
aroup (TG 77.1), ceutral Philippiues Attack Foroe (TF 77). Jdoparted from
flollandia at 0622, Ootober 15th, and headoed for & rendezvius with TF
7gwsws in Latitude 03°-10'N, Longitude 139%-50'% at 1200, October l6th.

At apboubt 1115 COMSEVINT'IFLY, who was alao CTF 77 and whc was in the
WASATCH with this unit, reveivad COMTIHIRDILT's dispatoh whureln he an-
nounced that he was propuring for fleot action and would be unabls to pro-
vide fast carrier support for KING 1I until further notice.«s+s* Althourh
he must have boen expootirg usuch a mosduys, ué he way penerally aa in-
Cormation addressoe of bo.h CINCPOA und COMTH (RDFLT's disputohes and wau
thorefore fwnlliar with tha develaping situstion, it uecossarily presont-
ed a new problom whioh required {umodlate sotion us it challeuged the whole
KING II Oporation. Since COMS YV 2iTHILT had Leen at sea for atout five
hours and as COMSONGSPAC was sLill at Holluudia, SONSWVSNT LT had thon to
ducldo, without ocuusultallion with COMSONESPAC, whether to proceed with the
K183 I Operation or whethor to rocomnond to COMSUWSSPAC thet the opura-
tlon Le delayed uubtll either the floet anotion had beon decide-l or until
the fust carrier guppori wus oncs more available. Iio deoided to continue
tho operation and so advigod COMTHIRDFLY and COMSOWESPAC.##+¢4 In this
game massafe he directad CTH 7.4 to strike the wostorn Visayas on Quto-
ber 17th, 18th and 19th in lieu of TI* 38,

COMSEVUNTHILT made this declsion on the followlug considorations:

» ﬂﬂrﬁDEYbﬁmﬁEESWXETTEYawrIfﬂh“ﬂﬂ4. T
w¢ jur Diary COMTRANSDIV 38 (CTU 79.%.3) Ootobor 14th, 1944,
4% War Diary CAMBRIA, October 1l4th, 1344.
snée War Dlery WASATCH, October 15th, 1344.
xaaks COMTHIRDILY Dispatoh 150149 October 1244 to CINCPOA and COMSOWILPAC.
wenbey COMSHVENTHILT Vispatch 15 ;42 Ootober 1944 to COATHIRDILY,

COMSOWSSPAC, CINCPOA, stec.
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(a) that the opinion stated in his OpPlan* that there would be no major
elements of the Japanese Flest involved in opposition to the Allied land-
ings at Leyte still obtained, (b) that tris fleet action was expected to
occur in the waters north of tne Philippires and was not expected to em-
brece units of the SEVENTH Fleet, (c) that he had adequate torces to ef-
fect & lunding at Leyte Gulf without direc* support from the THIRD Fleet
and (d) thet ne did not consider the situation sufficiently dangerous to
warrent any change in plans at tnis timee He still nad about thirty hours
in which to mnke a final decision and he therefore centinued on to await
riore information on the developing situuatione.** This action by COMSEVERTFFLT
was not blind adherence to plan, but appeers instead to have been a calcu-
lated risk which wes based on tre inf'ormation available to him, on his
aralysis of enemy capabilities at this time, and on the dictates ot his
owrn. judgment guided by the known views of his superiorse While it is

true that many of the umits ot TF 77 were proceeding towards Leyte Gulf in
week, sepsrated detachments anda therefore presented inviting targets for
raiding operations by Japansse surface ard striking torces and while it is
true that CINCPCA had i1ncicated a possibility of strong enemy rorces de-
beuching through Surigao Strait or through San Bernardino Strait,*** the
decisior by COMSEVENTHFLT is considered to have been correct. It was
properly made by him as it wus a naval decisior and was within nis compe-
tence as the CCMSEVENTHFLT, A

At 2030, Octcber 16th, the Fleet Flagship Unit joined TF 7S and con-
tirued on with that furce toward tne otjective area.**»* At 0719 October
17tk this unit was bearing 119°'T) distant 685 miles from Suluan Islande

(£f) (2) The Cruiser Unit (TF 77.1.2) of the Flagsnip Group
(TG 77.1), Centrsl Philippines Attack Force, departed Hollancia at 1115,
Cctoter 16, and headed tor a rendezvous witn TF 7Y.*+***x COMSCWESPAC
with the Commender Allied Air Forces SCWESFAC was in the NASHVILLE.**#%*
At G719 October 17th this unit was bearing 1280(‘1‘) distant 860 miles from
Suluar Islande )

At about 1115 on the preceding day (Octoper lbtn) COMSUWLSPAC re-
reived COMTHIRDFLT's dispatcnt-*«%x* wnerein ne started thet except for
todays Luzon strike hv wcula be unuvle to provide tras. carriesr support
for KING II urtil turther notice.

* CANFSOWESYAC Operation Plan 15-44, Serial QuOZ2zA, Septemper 2¢th,
1644, Annex M.
+* Admira: Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN Letter June 7thk, 1902 to Commocoure
Re.W, Baves, USN, Head ot World War II, Battle Evaiuation Groug,
Naval War College,
«%% CINCPOA Dispateh 1lbud41i, Octuber 1944 to COMSOWESFAC.
**%% War Diwry WASATCH, October lotu, 1944,
#+¥#3 Wa; Diary NASHVILLE, Cctober 16th, 1944,
##x%x*% COCMTHIRDFLT Dispatcn 1oUi4y, October 1944 to CINCPOA and COMSOWESPAC.
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Whnat considera%ions paagad tarough his mind when he raceived thnis
ispatch are not availabls to this study, Fowever, it apoears that he
k no dirsct action but instead awuited action by his naval comnander.

L

«t

D2
Nendlass to savy, trne decision of tha* commandsr to procsed with the KIWG
Operation aspeurs to have been received witn satisfactione The fact
vt COUBsVEITH LT's Secision was s received shows that a nigh leval of
munual understaniing had bewen achieved between the theater commander saad
his naval commander.
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(g) Reinforcement Group ONE (1G 784S) sortied from Follandia
at about G700, Octobar 18tne Upon sortis it rendezwvoused at 1810 with
Escort Carrier Unit (TU 77.4.24) a* Foint CUB, and headed for tns ob-
jective arem, maintaining an average snesed of between 5.5 and 1U.5 knots.*
At 0719 Uctober 175h thls group was bearing 130°{T) distant 930 miles
from Suluan Islazd.

%, Reinforcemeat Group TWO (TG 7867) ana Reinforcement Group

(
THREE (TG 754%) remained at esachor at Hollandiae

(2) Other SEVENTH Fleset Forces
(a) “ictor Torpedo Boat Group

The ¥otor Torpedo Boat Group ([U's 70.1e3 and 70.1.6)
sortied from Mios Isiaad, Woendi, Shouten Islands a*t 1430 October Gth
and nreaded for Kosacl Passage, Palau where they arrived at 1644, Octo-
bar 13the At 0719, October 17th, they were a% aachor in Xoss>1i Pas-
s8go.** (While othsr motor torpedo toa* units were dispersed through-
out the arsa they had no effoct oun tne operations connectsed with the
2a*tls for Leyte 3ulf and will thereforas be omittad).

(b) Submarine Force SEVENTH Fleet

During Operution KING II the submarines of the SEVENTH
Fleet were generally concerned with the following objectives which, while
worded differently, were similar in subs*ance ta those assigned the sub-
marines of the Pacific Fleet,

(1) The protection of Allied opsrations by the maintenance
af an offensive reconneissance line across the enemy's most probable
iine of advance.

* Action Report, Reiaforcement Group 1, Leyts Island (CTG 7846),
Sarial 0154, October 3lst, 1944.

** War Diaries WACPAFR:ZAGUE, WILLOUGHBY, OYSTER BAY, HALF-MOON, and MTB
Squadrons 7, 12, 2i, 33 and 36, October 1944,

SRR AL

-65-



CQMUELDEN({IAL

(2) The maintenance of morale and aviation efficiency by
providing 1ifepuard susmarines to recover downed flyorse

(3) The protection of Allied oporntions by the employmont
of potrols stutioned in stratapic locationss

(4) Th» improvement; of naval operatlons throuzt, the obe
teinrent of wuather data and the forwarding of weather reporis basud
theraon.*

Although those odbjuotives are listed in tho order shown by COM !
SEVENTHFLT, there were ocoasions whan each of the objeotives had pri-
orities over the others and therefore Lt can be asgumed thut the above
lieting is not nocessarily in order of importances Actually, it is doubt~
ful if thero were, in tact, four objectives, for doos it not soeem roason-
abls Lo assume that objectives (1) and (&) are one and the sawo ob jective,
{e04s, the protecticn of Allied oporations by intercepting, venorting, and
destroyiup, enomy forcoa appreaching the aret of operutions?

The COMoEVENTHILY, insofar ag the Leyte operaticn wan conoorned, re- 1
soived his dirsctives diroclly from COMSOWESPAC and, in turn, issued his
own directives ¢irestly to his Commandor Subrmarines Rasing Weut Austrrlia
(cfp-71)*# wnd hls Commander Submarin~s Dasing Enst Australia (CTV=72)s=»
us shown in Plute IT. He appears to have completely by-pussed his Com-
mandor Submarinns SEVENTI Fleet. Why this wes 80 romains unolear fur on
February lbth, 1044,%+%+ in accordanca with orders from COMINCI, »&siw the
submarinos of ths Southwest Pacific Theater were reportedly orgunized
under Comamnder Subwariunes SEVENTH lleet with one subordinate taak foroe
comupunder, ull under tho operational control of CUMSVIENTHWLT je¥s*s¥
Under this organlzation the evbmurinos wure tu be employod us directod by
COMSLUVEYTHFLLY with the concurrencs of COMSUWESPAC.%#ess# Actually re-
oryanization hud not besu made fully effective by October 1944 for reasond
not available to this shudy,wsessss but possibly because COMSEVENTHILT,

——r TRNTSOWIEYRC Oporation plan 14-44. Serial 50055k, Soptember 26t.,
1944, Annex H, Suvmarine Operations, peragraph le
s+ Rear Admiral Rulph We Christis, USN e
«sx Captain John M. Haines, USW.
sxx4 [istory, United States Naval Adminiatration in Viorld wWar II,
Submarine Cowmands, no date nor serial, microfilm A-2020.
stses COMINCIH Latter Serial 0107, Junuary 12th, 1944 to CINCPAC and
COMSEVENTHILT o
s +ex% War Diary CIF 71, October 1944, linc!.gure fa); also Vice Admiral
James Iife, USN Letter “obruary 3rd, 1962 to Commodore R« We
Bates, USH(Ret) Hond of World Wor 11, Battle Evaluation Group,
Naval War Colloges
esssrex Roar Admiral Murray J. Tichenor, Ush(ket ), Oparations Officer,
1 71 during KING II, Statemant February 3Ird, 1952 to Commodore
R. W. Butes, USV(Ret) Huad of World War 11 Battle Bvaluation
Group, Noval Var Collogo.
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in viaw of the fact that his Commander Submarines SEVENTH Flest was also
2TF 71, had decided that he could facilitate oporations if he operated
his west coast and enst coast sunmrines indepandently of one anothare

It 18 of interest that this decision was very similar to the decision
which ho had made carlier with rolation tc the command of tho Thilippines
Attack Torce and which has been commented on previously undar "Chain of
Camnand withia SOWsSPTAC."

The Submurines of TF 71 whon on patrol were a3signed to oune of two
operational groups:

(a) TG 71.1, which was composad ontirely of United States sub-
wmarinse and operatsd generally in tha Northera sectors of the Southwash
Pucific Thaatvore*

(v) TG 71,7, which was composed entirely of Br.tish and Yethor-
a

Yands gubmarines and oporated generully just north of the Malay Buzrrier
in tne Floros and Juva Suagoxs

Tho submarines of Tk 72, which force was composod eutiroly of
Amprican gubmnrines, were operated, whea on patrol, as one task group,
(16 72,1)e Thoso submarines wore enpagod entirely in special missions
Lo the Philippines which consisted, in general, of supplying and evacu-
ating coust wutchers, weather obgsrvers and aircraft spotters, and, on
occasions, puerrilla forcese.*** While on thodge missions the submarinoca
worn authorized to destroy important eucmy forcos encountered when ac-
complishment aund sucurity o tne spocial misslons were not joopardized
tuerabye Thov were also directed to nake immedinta contact reports of
major enamy f{Orcug encounterodet ¥+ Since but three submarines, NARWHAL,
NAUTILUS and CERO porformed any missions during October 1944, and since
nono of these suhmarinos mado s:y contacts or ronorts which affected KIiNG
[1, furthor discussion ot Ti 72 will be droppedes

Tha opurations of submarinns by CUMSSVESTAC diffored somewhat from
that by CTHCTOA. As will be shown later, under Submarine TForce Pacific
i"tmot, CINCI'OA divided the Jeatern Pacific nortn o the hilippines into
lurge patrol arcas vach of which ho Jdesignated by o namg such as FAKU
VURGUE. e subdivided each of the lerge patrol aveas inlo A numbor of
sub aroas each of which wns also designated by a nomoe Mo did this &
tha > he might rotate the summrines within a large paiwrol area from one
sub area 10 onotpcre uch rogation was calied "a rotating pasroltaxkis

* G 71.1 Onsration rian 1-44, Septemner lst, 1944.
* CTu 71.7 Operation Flan A-44, September Loth, 1944,
#»% Submarine Cperationat Wisvory Worla Wer II, prapared by Conunandar
Submarine [wrce, UlS. Pucific Kaet, Vole. I, page 139a
«xx CTF 72 CpOrd S64-44, Serial v0213, October Zad, 1944 and CTF 72
OpOrd S$6b-44, Sorial 00216, October Jrd, 1944,
#+»x¥% Submarinm Operational History World War T1, Commandsr Submarine
force, U.S. Pacilic Fleet, Vol. I, pape bbe
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COMSONERFAC also divided .is .muer aruans inpho large narcl areus,
but did not sundivide tnem. He di¢ not employ a “roteiing patrol” but,
ingtesd, stationed tis submarinoe in one or mcre of These large patrol
erocs as reculred by tho cemencs of tne situation, ile designated his
jairc: sreus by owrbore and Letters rather than by nameg,* but retained
SINCEDA's names to the patrol ereads eust, of the Philippines which CIiCFOA
had temuorsrily established for tho previous operciien, STALLLATE T1,%%
the capture of lelelieu, Anguar, Yew sne Ulithi, which rad occurred dur-
iny, Soptember 1944,

CON3CHESTAC prircl designations are Shown in Plate III as AZ to AZ,
B2 to B9, Cl to C4, D1l to D7, F1, B2, k4, E5, E8, ES, Fl1 to 8, Gl to 9,
Pl and 2. CINCFOA petrol area designation for the areas tu the east of
the Fhilippires are also shown on the some plate ss WOCDLOT, VATLE GROVE,
LLOWER BED, CORM ¥I:LD, SRIAR PATCH, FIs! POND and VINEYARD.*=*

I+ w:1li pe renombored that the dividing line hetween Facific Ccosn
irnes (F(A) and Southwest Facific (sCWrSTAC) hod been set by tho Joint
Chiefs of Staff at Latitude 20°-10'X. This 'ine hac beou Somowhob
artiricial and had prevented the tuliest exploitation of Luzorn S+trajt by
suhmarines of eithor commend,*»¥* With tre importauce of this srea
increcsinp and the Philippire operations in the of firng that portion cf
Luzon Strait lying between Latitude 20°-00'N, and Latitude 16°-20%t and
betvwen Hainan Island aud Longitude 120°-00'E had been temporarily piven
by mutual apreemsnt between the tneater commancers to COVSUBFAC on May
221, 1644 ,+#%*¥+  This gave COMSUBPAC contrcl of the entire ptrait. Like-
wige at the sawo tiwmo, prosunably to wmore ¢l fectively support the STALEYATE
11 Cperation, tial portion of tha Southwest Faciric lying betveen the east
Prilippine coast and Tengitude 120%-00'E and betweer Lalitude 18°-301Y
aud Lutitude U7¢=3utl had been temporarily given to CCMSUBJAC, also vy
mutual spreement bolween tho theater commuanderge¥xe»*

- ——

* Sabmurine Cpernticnal History Torld War 71, Cororander Subnarine
lorce, Us Se Pacific Fleel, Vol. I, page 120
+» PACPLT Letter 18CL-a4, Addendum Noe 2.
+#s CONSOWWSFAC had acditional patrol areas designated Al, 49, 21 lc-
catod betwsern Hainan east coast to Longitude 121°%-00'E Letween
Latitude 209-CO'N down to Latitude 18°-201f and (I) which was frormed
in the wecst at Longitude 121°-00'E to north coast cf Luzon and east
coagt of Philippinos eastward to Longitude 130°.0G!'E between Lati-
tude 209-00'N down to Latitude 07%-30' N, However, as CINCIOL erea
Jdgsignation aLsorbed most of these areans they, as woll as areas E3,
©G, E7 and [9, which are located south of the Malaey Barvier, huve
been left off Plate TI1le
w12 Subperine Operational Fistory Xorle War II, Com.on'er Subwarine
Ferce, Ue So Pacitic Meet, Vol. I, paxe 73
sxkes COMSCHSPAC Dispatch 22091E, wWay 1944 to CINCFOA.
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Since KING I1I was entirely a Southwest Pascific operation, though
supported throughout by the THIRD Fleet, CIMCPOA on September 27th recom=
mended to COMSOWESPAC that the ares south of 18°-30' N, presently veing
patrolled by POA submarines, be returned to COMSOWESPAC.¥ COMSOWESPAC
concwrred in this propossl and suggested that the transfor be made ef-
foctive on the same date that CINCPOA's Standard Operating Procedure No.
ONE (SOP-1) which explained CINCPGA's system of zone classificstion,
beosme effectives** CINCPOA agreed and ordered his SOP-1 effective 2400,
October 4the¥**

This SOP~' which is expleinsd later under Submarine Force Pacific
Fleet, goverued the operaticns of aireraft, surface ships and submarines
notably within Submarine Patrol Zones, Air Surface Zones, Joint Zones and
Blind Bombing Zoness

The zone classification system empl oyed by COMSOWESPAC wes practi-
cally the same us thet prescribed in SOP-1, differing oaly in that the
SOWESFAC submarines were protected in trensitting SOWESFAC Blind Bombing
Zones by a system of safety lanas claseified as Joint Zones which extend.
ed fifteen miles each side of 8 fixed route whereas CINCPOA's submarines
were proteoted by a moving haven entablished by a submarine wnotics which
automatically extended sn area thirty miles aheed, sixty milos behind and
fifteen miles on each side of the estimated trank piven sad which moved
with the submarine.*»*% This, sirilarly was an importent coasideration,
for is it not clear thet had ft oeen otherwise, particularly in the border
aroas between SOWESPAC end POA, ocneiderable confusion between surface and
submarine forces might otherwige have rosulted?

The classification ot submuarine zones in SOWESPAC was a responsi-
bility of COMSOWESPAC through his COMSEVENTHFLT J®%#x» ilow this wag ac-
complished throughout October 1944 is depicted on Plate Iv.

Since the areas WOODLOT, FISH POND, BKIAR PATC'l; CORN FIELD, FLOWER
BED and MAFLE GROVE wore to remain unde=~ CINCPOA wntil Octcober 4th,
CINCPOA in his Zone Notioe ##33 classified these areas &as alr surface
zones commencing 2100, October lat and classified the unnened area be-
tween BRIAR PATCH and FISH POND and the east coast of the Philippines, 8

* CINCPOA Dispatoh «72014, September 1544 to COMSOWBSPAC info COMINCH,
COMTHIRDFLT, COWMSEVENTHFLT, COMSUBPAC, CTF 71 and T2
*+ COMSEVENTHLFT Dispatch 061936, October 1944 to CTF 71 and 72.

(Separate COMSOWESPAC Dispatch $00246 September 1944 to CINCPOA).

%% CINCPOA Dispatch 022100, Octouur 1944 to COMSOWESPAC.

sus% CINCPOA Standard Operating Procedure sop-1, Serial SOP-1, Septenmber
15th, 1944; Operationa Instruction Number 69, SOWESPAC, September
19th, 1944; Submerine Operationsl History, World War II, prepered
by COMSUBPAC, Vol. I, page 76.

w+ex* Submerine Force Pnoific Flsst OpSerial 99, October 1llth, 1944, para 9.
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submarine patrcl zune, also commencing ot 2100, October lote*

In view of the ract thau Allied torces would be operating in the
aroe betwwen WOODLOT, BRIAR PATCH, FISi[ POND an.i tche euast coaat of the
Pnilippins Ielaads, COMSUNESIAC mado pleas to reclessify this area. He
int'ormed CINCPCA of the=e new plans on or prior yo October 13th for om
this aate, CINCPOA informed his commard that COMSOWESFAC hed made thls
area an air surfece rone offe~tive 2Uul, October 1lbth, and had made the
area between WONDLOT, BRIAR PATCH and tho easu coust ot the Philippine
Islands north of Latitude 14°N a joint zoue effective OULl, October
13the**

Since the patrol arva east of the Philippine Isiands during the
latter puit of Septemboer und early Octuber continued to be his responsi-
bility, CINCPCA stationed the suvmariue PARCHE in oun Bernardino Strait,
the submarine DRUM in Surigav Struit and designuted the operuting areacs
as submarine patrol zones. He advised COMSOWESPAC that the PARCIE and
DRUM would sturt retiring irom these staticus on October 1oth unless
COMSOWESPAC desired thut they withdraw oarlier.+s» He also adviead
COMSOVi4SPAC {that, alinough COMIHIKDFLT required no lifepuard submerines
in these straits, ny (CINCPOA) believed thuat it was desirable that the
streits be guard.d apainst exiti by evnemy forcos until our gsurface foroen
wore in the vicinity.*+*

CINCPOA's reason for suggesting October lbth seems to have been the
fact thut since TF 38 would be fueling on that date to tho vastward off
Luzon and, ou the following duy, would comnence the planned air striled
against Luzon and the Visayas, ho dasirod to remove his submarines from
positions whers their activitios might cause Tnom to be attucked by owma
planes. Such an stteck wu# possiblo bocause San Bernardino Strait and
Surigao Strait arter 2000, Ootuber 1G6th were located in air swrfuce
Z0N68 .

COMSOWLSPAC considersd CINCPOA's departure date of October 1bth as
too late and so advised CINCPQA, for at 2030, Ootober l2th tho PARCHE, aud
presumably the DRUY, recoived orders frow COMSUBPAC to be north of
Latitude 18°-30'% prior to 2000, October 15the*s*¥ Once thoss submarines
had departed, COMSOWESPAC planned to leave the eastern exits o San
Dernardino Strailt und to Surigauv Straits unguarded dospite CINCPOA's

* CINCTAC Dispatch S0U21b2, Septembor 1vda to U AT LT, COMSUBPAC
info COMINCH, COMSOWESPAC, COMSEVENTYILT, CTY 71 and 72,

% CINCPQA Dispatceh 132226, Cctecber 1944 to COMTHIRD #LT, COMSUBPAC, info
COMINCH, COMSOWESpPAC, CTF 71, 72 and 77 (Repeats restrictions prou-
ulzated for SOWNLUSPAT area).

*%% CINCPOA Dispatch 022100, October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC info COMTHIRDIMLY,
COMAAY, COMSUBPAC, COMSKBVENTIINLT, €T 71 and 72.

»¢%% Wur Tatrol Report, PARCHE, Report of the THIRD War Patrol soriasl 78,
Decomber 2nd, 19544,
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racommendntion to the contrary. His reason for this, althouih nownhere
stated specifically, can be found in his plans for the omployment ot Tl
71 submarines for KING II, Those plaus and thoso of his subordinatos
in compliance with thom woro as follows:

(a) CANFSONESAC in his Oporation Plan® directsd CTF 71 and
CTK 72 aa follows:

Whils continuing present missious to the fullest extent
pructicable, station stronpg offensive and reconnaissance putrolu and
lifoguard submarinos in accordance with instructious to ve issuud by
COMGEVENTHILY. In general, operations will be conducted to interdict
and report onomy surface forces im th» approuchus to our movament
routes and cbjootive aroa.

() Tn ampiificetion of this directive COMSSVENTUMLT on
Jetobor Yth dirocted ZTF 71 and CTF 72 to exeoutu tho followinp tasks
in support of the opurations of the THIRD tlsot and the Cantral Philip-
pines Attiack Forca. Thrao tasks wore in general:

{1) To maintain strong putrols in the westsra untruucos
to the Calsbos and Suiu Seas and in Mukamssar Strulte

(2) To nuiatain strong patrols off the Hainun-Luzon urow
in coourdination with COMSUBYAC.

(3) To pive prompt and early wurning ol movemoentd ol vuony
foroces, particuiarly major units approaching from the Brunel-Singupore
arod.

(4) To station one lifepuard submarine off Cepu Bolinuo,
Turon and one off Subic Bay, Luzon on Octover 16th ana 17th; and one
lifeguard submerine off Corou Islend, Visayas on October 16th, 17ih,
18th und 19the. During this time thore was also one lifepguard submarine
off" Balikpapau, Borueo, This station had beon patrolled since Septambor
256the

(5) To provide woathur reports.s*

In issulng these inacructions to CTI® 71 (who was baged at Pevth,
Australia) and to 2T 72 (who wes based at Brisbane, Australla) COM
SEVENTHFLT also ndvised them vuat CCOMSUBPAC “was maintainiug strong
patrols on Formosa-Luzon lins and off Sassbo, Kyushu with partierlar
emphasis on covering movoments of enomy carriers,” and further dirvcted

v CANISOWLSPAC Operation lian 12-44, Serial OOOLSA, September 25th,
1544, page 4, paragraph h.
we COMSEVENTHILT Disputch U30U245, Octobor 1944 to CTF 71 and CTF 72.

CONGRPETETAL
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CTF 71 to report promptly his prospective deployment in support of this
operations

Generally at this time the submarines in Luzon Strait we:re operating
against merchant shipping and made no real attempt to block Luzon Strait
until October 15th when they were ordered to do so by dispatche* Like-
wise, the submarines operating off Sasebo were cnsaged principally against
enemy merchant shipping whereas the submarines off Bungo Suido were those
assigned the cespensibility for covering the enemy carriers in the Inland
Sea.*x*

The directives issued by CANFSOWESPAC, as stated in naragraph (a)
above, snd by COMSEVENTHFLT as stated in (v) above plus the Informative
Annex on Submarine Operations attached to CANFSOWESPAC OpPlan 13-44 are
confusing, as they are in disagreement. In the first place COMSOWESPAC's
major objective at this tims was the paining of the command of the Leyte-
Surigao Strait area and the establishmeut there ol major air, navel and
logistic bases for the support of subsequent operationse.*** In reference
(a) CANFSOWESPAC called for one objective in support of this baeic ob=-
jectives This was the protection of the THIRD Fleet and the Central
Philippines Attack Force during XKING II by the employmen®t of strong of -

fensive and reconnaissance patrolse <

In reference (b) COMSEVENTHFLT gave two protection objectives in
support of the operations of the THIRD Fleet and the Central Philippines
Attack Forcee These objectives should properly accomplish CANFSOWBSPAC's
protection objective. What were thease tWo objectives? One was protec-
tion by mainteining strong patrols in the western entrances to the Celsbes
and Sulu Seas and in Makassar Strait; the other was protection by main-
taining strong patrols in the Hainan-Luzon area in coordination with
COMSUBPAC. But would the accomplishment of these objectives, accomplish
CANFSOWESPAC's objective? It would appear not, for CANFSOWESPAC desired
that his objective be accomplisned ty interdicting and reporting enemy
surface forces in the approaches to the Allied movement routes and the
objective area, But, COMS:VENTHFLT, on the other hand directed that his
objectives be accomplished by giving prompt and early warning of enemy
forces, particularly major units approaching from the Brunei~Singapore
arscle

This negative view is supported by Annex H to CANFSOWESPAC Operation
Plan 13~44 which states, for information, that these protsection objectives
wers to be accomnlished by the maintenance of a submarine offensive re-
connaissance line across the enemy's most probabls line of advance, and
by submarine patrols stationed in strategic locationse

* CTF 17 Dispatch 150831, October 1944 to all Submarinese
*% CTF 17 Operation Order 328-44, Serial 00847, September 25th, 1944
to CTG 17.7.
=% COMSOWESPAC Operations Instructioms Number 7V, September 21st, 1344.

COWFTDENTIML,
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The problain 1n CTF 71's mind was how to reconcile "in the approaches"
which means relatively nearby, and "early" which means relatively far
away.* Does not an offensive reconnaissance line across the enemy's most
protable line of advance also give an impression of distance? And does
not the maintenance of strong patrols in the Hainan-Luzon area do like-
wise?

CTF 71 was c-ncerned with that portion of his directive from COM
SEVENTHFLT which stated "particularly major units approaching from the
Brunei-Singapore area." Did this mean tha> submarines were to be sta-
tioned so as to intercept these forces?* If so, where, for since Brunel
was in Borneo, and Singapore was at the southern tip of the Malayan Pen-
insula, there was a minimum distance of some 700 miles of South China
Sea between them.

CTF 71 was also concerned with CANFSOWESPAC's desire that submarine
operations against shipping be continued at the fullest extent practicable.
For all of these operations required submarines. But, where were these
submerines? Although he commanded thirty-six American submarines, six of
these submurines were returning to base at Fremantle after having com-
pleted their patrols; one, the CERO was an rqQute to Mios Woendi, (it
arrived there on October 13th) and twelve others were in port at Fremantle
undergoing overhaul with the earliest readiness for sea for any submarine,
October 18the. Thus, he had availeble for immediate operaticns only seven-
teen American submarines, of which four were_required for lifeguard duty.
All seventeen submarines were on pautrol station or were en route theree**
In general, the mission of these submarines was "to destroy enemy shipp-
ing and to deny the enemy use of vital traffic lanes by the employment of
unrestricted submarine warfare,''*#

Ye commended, in addition, ten British and four WNetherlunds sub-
marines, Of these submarines, three British were returning to base at
Fremantle after completing their patrols, and two British and three Nether-
lands submarines were in port at Fremantle undergoing overhaul with the
earliest readiness for sea of any submarine, October 15th. Thus, he had
available for immediate operations, three British and one Netherlands sub-
marines already on station and two British submarines en route to their
patrol stations ~ a total of five british und one Netherlands submarines.
These submarines were not available for any and all duties within SOWESPAC,
but were instead, because of limited cruising radius, restricted to opera-
tions in the southern part of that area and generally in the area just

* Rear Admiral Murray J. Tichenor, USN{Ret), Operutions Officer, TF
71 during XKING II, Stotement February 3rd, 1952 to Commodore ReWe
Bates, UsN{(Ret), Head of World War II Battle Evaluation Group,
Naval War College.

*» War Diary CTF 71, Octobesr 1944,
#**x CTG 71,1 Operation Orders to Submarines Concerned.
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porth of the Malay barrier in the Flores and Java Seas,® although IMS
SIRDAR was in Sunde Strsit, The Netherlands submarines were to be em-
ployed on special misslone to maintain communications with the Nether..
lands East Indies. **

Students of submarins operations may wonder why CTF 71 did not
advance the detls of cawplstion of soms of his submarines which he bad
known, at least since September 25th, 1944, might be required for KING
II, or, failing thut, why he did not employ some of hls submarinec re-
turning from patrol, evem though vithout torpadoes, to assist in cover-
ing enemy movements, He may have bsen affected by his intelligence which
nad forecast that no major elements of the Japanese Fleet would be in-
volved in opposition to the 21lled lzndings at Leyte and therefore, he
fult it was not nucessary to consider seriously the possible moveument of
enamy forces into the objlective area, However, the most likely answer
appears to have been that COMSKVENTHFL:'s delay in issuing directives -
he delayed from September 25th wiidil October 9th, approximately two
woeks - upset CTF 7/1's plnns so that he vas unable to rovise his bass
overhuuls which were oper:ted on & very tight schedule, ***

He solved ihis probleom and info.umed CTF 77 {Communder Philippine
Attack Foroe) thet he plunned to deploy his submarines for the perilod
October 15th to October 25th as follows:**#¥ (Plate V).

(a) One pack of two subuarines (DUEAM ard RATON) off west
central Luzon.

(b) One submarine south of and one submarine north of
Scarborough Shoal. (RAY was amsigned to one of these stations but
suffered an operational casualty on Octobsr 1ith and returned to base).

(¢) Two submarines (ROCK and BERGALL) smuth of Paracel
Raoef .

Va
v CTG 71,1 Operation Pian 1-44, September lst, 1944; also Submarine
Operational liistory World War 1I, preparei Ly Commander Submarine
Yorce, U. $. Facific Flost, Vol. I, puge 193,
#% Yar Diary CTF 71, October 1544.

#%% Rear Admiral Murray J. Tichenor, USN(Ret.j, Operations Officer, TF
71 during KING 1I, Stitewmeni February 31, 1952, tc¢ Cozemodore R.VW.
Batea, USN(Ret.), Head of World War 1I Battle Evaluation Group,
Naval War College.

waud CTF 71 Letter, Serial 00328, November 17th, 1944 to CIF 77; CTF 71
Dispateh 101426, Octobsr 1944 to COMSEVENTHFLT and COMSOWESPAC.
{The names of the submurines concerned vere net listed in these
references but have been included here fir clirity, The names
were obtained from Dispat.ch oiders.)
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CONmMBBNTTAL

(d) One pack of two submarines (BL RGILL and ANGLER) 4n the
vicinity of Cape Celsvite.

(s) One submerine (DARTEZR) in the southorn approaches to
Palawan Tadsafes

() One submarine (DACE) in the westorn upprooches to Balsbac
Strcite

(.) One submarine (UAMMERHEAD) covering the suuthwestern
ajrroachoy to runei Bay.

(h) One submarine (GUITARRO) in the Sulu Soa.

(1) Oue sulmurine in the weutern Celebas Soan. (No submurine
wnu asuvipned to this stution)

(j) Oue submarine (IM5 TANTIVY) in lower ¥ukasssr Straito.
(k) Two gubmarinos (AMS STOIC snd FVES ZWAARDVISCH) in Juva Soa.
(1) One submarine (1M STURDY) in the lower Gulf of Boni.
(m) Two submarines (G RNARD and BATFISH) eu route, viu Karimata

Strait, pstrol staticn Northwost off Rorneo to arrive on ntation about the
19th and 2lst of Octobers

i (n) One submurine (BONEFISH) on 1lifeguurd station off Cape
holiruo from Octobor 1Hth to Oclobor 18tih,

(¢) One submarine (COD) on lifeguurd stution off Subic Bay
trom Octobar 1C4L 1o Octubsr 1lBthe

(1) One submarine (LAPOM) on lifeguard gtution off Coron lsland
fron Oetober 1Gth to Cetober 2Uthe

(q) One submarine (PADDLE) on lifepuard stotion off Balikpapuii.
tn grrived at this dispositiou of submerines au follows:

(u) Ue wus nrdered tc maintain strong patrols in the western
entrances to the Sulu und Celebes Seas. These entrances wers, from the
gcuth, Balobac Straits, Linupacan Strait, tindoro Strait and Vords
lslund I'wgsupe. He decided to pluce one submerine off Balaucc Strait
(which was reportod ws having been mined by the Japenose),* none in

* CANFSOWLSTAC Operation Ilun 13-14, Serilal 000224, September 2bth,
/( 1944, Aunox Me
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Linapacan Strait, two off Capo Calnvito (vicinity Mindoro Strait), none
in Vorde Isluand Pussage (the western approach to which vas reported as

possibly mined by the Japnnese),* anc ono in tne gouthrrn approaches to
Palawnn Pocsupe; a totnl of tour submirines.

In implemontution of tnis plen he directed the Commanding Of ficor
of the DARTER, who was the comnandor of the coordinated attack proup
(wolf puclk) composnd ol' tho DARTER and the DACE which had Leen on anti-
shipping paticl in Aresa DG, ** to codrdinate tho putrol of his pgroup 80
that tho southorn upprouchos to Palawun Passape and the woustern approushos
to Balsbac Stralt wors effootively covered,*** and ho dirocted tho BLUK~
GILL and ANGLYR which woro on anti-shipping patrol in the Sulu Soun and
whioh ho hud planned to stutlon off Cape Calavito, to proceod to Area
Ad #%xx lio suppgostod to the Coumanding Of Moor, BLULGILL who wu3 tho
commandor of this coordinated attaock group (wolf puck), thut he take stu~-
tion north and south ot Lubung Island in order to obtain “southwest
coverage approachus to Manila Bay" and advised him that “garly advioe
movemonty ocombatant ahips important"

By oovaring tho southorn upprosches to Palawun Chaunel CTi* 71 hoped
to provide inoreased cover for tho wostern vntrances to Linapucen and
Mindoro Siraits araiust envomy approachos fyom tha southwest. Ho did
this booauso ho roulizued that Danjrerous Ground prosented a navigational
hazard which forceu shipping northorly bound eithor throurh the short
routo viu Palawan Chamiol, or thrrough the much longer routes {(rouphly 300
' los loupsr) tu tho woutwurd around Dungerous Ground snd becacdv the
gtationing of the BLUKGILL and ANGLER north and aouth of Lubang Tolund
lof't Kindoro Strait wlithoub any covorage whatgovvors

Thewe uusipunents wore not gound as thoy waro not etrong putrols
and did not effectively cover the straitse Tho thought that CAM FSON=SIPAC
pud COMSEVENTHILT mesnt by “strong putrols™ that the straite be affectively
covored is derived from the Imct thut (1) interdiction means. “the pre-
vontion or hindrouse vy any moung of enomy uso o an Aren or route,EsrEs
and (2) prompt sad oarly warning cunnot bu achievoed if enomy forces muy
pass wlthout detection. A study of the churta shows thnt to cover ef-
fectiveLy tho wosturn anlrancod, & minimum of two submarines wore required

+ CATVSOVISTAC Oporution Plan 15-44, Serial O0UZZA, Septembor 2bth,
1944, Annex Me
»4 CLF 71 Dispatoh 290826, soptembor 1944 to CTG 71.% for DACE and
DARTLER.
wex CTF 71 Dispatch 110504, October 1944 to CTG 711,
wakx C1G 71,1 Oporaution Ordor 135-44, septembur 1lHth, 1944 to ANGLER
and CIG 71,1 Operation Order 13b-44, Septemhor 17th, 1944 to
3LURGILLs CTF dispateh 110807, October 1944 o BIUEGILL and ANGLER.
wokws Dictionory of United Statons Military Toerms, Joint Chlefs of
Staff, June 1lubu.
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at Balabac Strajt, ono at Linapacan Strait, two at Mindoro Strait and one
at Verds Island Pagsage - a totnl of six submérines. Had this been done
no submarinos would have been ruequired in the southern approaches to
Pulawan Channel for the purpose of effectively covering the wostern on-
trances to the Sulu and Colebes Seas. On the other hand, as will be
poluted out later, a submarine locatod in the southern approaches to
Pulawan Channel would assist in providing prompt and early waraing of
orony forceu houded northward towards Linapacan and Mindoro Straits and
Vorde Island Pausdnpoe.

{b) Ho was orderod to maintain a strong patrol in Makagsar
Stratt. Hoe dirocted IS TAWTIVY, which was en routoe to Area 7 in
Makassar Strait, that at dark, Octobur 17th, she wag to proceed to
patrol that area south of Latitude 20.00'S watil furthor orders, and wuas
to ndvise as early as possible of any euomy combatunt vessal contucta.*

This aussipgrment also waa not sound as 1t wus not a strong patrol,
and net only did not oftectively cover the gouthorn devp-wutoer, un-
mineablo chammel botween Ambo Islund and Cope Willlaem which at this
point wus about fifty-five miles wido, but purmiited the gubmurine to
opereie ws lar south us 52.00'S thus providing only limitod security
againsl eunemy forces. Does it not geenm that it would huve beon wisger to
have cemwerod the northorn deep-water, umnineabdle channel butwaen Tanjung
Mungkalihat and North Watcher Islund which was also aboul fifty-Cive
miles wide? Is it not clear that if sufficient submarines wore stationed
hers thuy could prevent uny vnomy forceus passing through without detoo-
tion, wharous thu sume submurines, if stationed in the southsrn chamel,
gould not do so ud aneny fuorcos wight Lo able to puss through Borneo
Bank? Were not thusu submarinos nvailable in HMS STOIC and HMS STURDY?

A study of tho chari shows that a wi nimun of three submurines wus
required iu elther ons of thease locutionus

(c) He was ordored, in coordination with COMSUBPAC +o maintain
strong patrols in the Halnan-Luzon area. He did not comply with this
dirvctive and dld not station any patrols in this area. This appears to
have bLeon beoause:

(1) The distance Letween theso islands was 550 miles and re-
quirod many submarines it the tusk was to be adequately accompliahod.

{(2) CTF 17 had bven operaoiing submarines in this araea for
gom Sime and, at the prosent time (October 10th) had ten submarines
opersating in the Luzon Strait area which would provide some cover for
Li.zon Strait westward for many nilese CTF 71's daily gubmarine plot for
Hetober shows Lhat he was familiar with the movemont of most of these TV
17 guk.aarines.

» T 7T Dlopatoh 1€1229. October 1944 to (TG 1 and 71.7 (24L/2).
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(3) Ho did not have sufficient submurines available to pro-
vide tho submarines necessary it he was te accomplish his otner objectivesa

(d) lic wns ordered Tto give prompt and eurly wurning of movements
of enemy torces, particularly major units approaching fion the Brunei-
Singapore areés :

He decided thut hu would take onliy limited action reparding
forces approacninp trom this ured. A stuay ot the churt shows thatl a
minimum ¢f tive submurines wore veguiieu LU putrol etiectively the ses
svin vobwown Anamoas Islunds and South Natuna Isla.ds, and one between
South Natuna Islunds auc iorneo cousts. !owevsr, the lattoer arva was re-
ported mined and Allied submarines were directsd to remuin clear of the
channnlo.* Thie was £ho lupieul position to station submsarinos to in-
torcaopt forces moving nortn from Sirgapore. ilv did not station any sub-
morines hore since he c¢ould not spare These submarines 1f ho was LO uc-
complish his other objoctives,*+ although it is evident that had he ro-
moved somo of his submerines from anti-shinping migsions he would nave
had sufficien® submurines for this purposes llo did, howover, st.tiom
one submarine, tho {AMIERHEAD, to cover tne soutnwostern approaches to
Bruneil Bay.*** Why he did nol direct £his submarino to cover the en-
trance to Brunsi Bay 1s mol knowne Cortainly there wuro other approachas
te Jdrunei which could well havo been employed by oneny forces. These
instructions wore given to the HAMMERIUAD bucauas CTK 71 had decidod that
the most prooabls route of enawy forcos from Singapore would bo frowm the
southwos*e This, of course, was uawigy us 8 chart siudy will indicate
that enomy forces ware syuelly capably ol approuching Brunoi Bay from the
wosl and northwost.

1t should be uotnd here thnt, althouph CLF 71 did not effootively
covor any of the westeru entrances to tho Celebes and Sulu Leus, - in
fuct ho left some of theso entirances wide open - did not effectivoly
cover Mokaassar Stralt, and did not station any patrols in the Hainan
Luzcn area, his action in not doinp so mot with the approval of COMSD
HsSIAC, a3 well us of COMS BVENTHEFLT and CTI 77, for his original dis-
pateh of Octobar 10th piving Lis submrine dispositicas was forwarded LY
COMSOWUSPAC 4o CINCIi QA withou! chunge.*wxx Yhy COMSONSTAC approved this
dispoaition is not clonr for ii ahould have Loen apparent to him thut the
submarinos, as located, could not have beon fully effactive. Perhaps he
roalized that, with the limited gabmarines avoilabls to CTF 71 and with

+ CT¢ 7l.L Dporation Oroar 14b=44, Ocloboer Bth, 1244 to GUXNA-D.
s+ Dear Admiral Murray J. Tichenor, UeN(Ret), Operations Officer, TV
71 during KING IT, Stotement February 3rd, 1952, *o Cormodore ReWe
Bates, USN¥(Ret), iHeud of World dar II Battle Evalua+ion Groug,
saval Viar Collepee
w*% CTF 7). Dispatch 110bU4, Octubor 1944 o CIG 71.L.
sxdx COMSOWmSIPAC Dispatch 111346, October 1944 +o C./MCIOA.
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the soveral requirements still to be completed, better coverage could aot
be expected, and that a calculuzed risk would have to be tekxon. Perhops

he was also affected by his intnlligence which had forscast that no ma jor |
elements of the Jupanese lleet would be invulved in opposition to the \
Allied landings at Leyte.w "

That CTF 71 gave considerable woight to his orders conceruning "con-
tinuing present missions to tho fullest ext: »t practicable™ is apparent
when the locations of seven of the eight American submarines remaining
aro studied. The BREaM and RATON in Areas A3 and A7 off Wost Central
Luzon;** the RCCK and the BHRGALL off the coast of Annam (he advised the i
R0CK about the enemy's usual <rade routes and indicated BERGALL was
operating on trade routes nearby );*** the GUITARRO in tho Sulu Sea (ho
advised the GUITARRO that Japanesse shipping driven oul of Manila by the
Allied air strikzs would probably pass east of Palawan Island);+*+% the
CURNARU which was directed to operats in Areas D4 and D7,*+*+¥x and the
BATFISH which was dirscted to oparaie in Areas D5 sud DE;=***x#+ vare %
primarily engaged in anti-merchant ship opsrations. After Octoter 16th,
the ROCK and BERCALL woero assigned additional duty as lifeguard sub-
morines¥*k+skx for China based (Luichow) planes which were searching the )
South China Sea north of the Camranh Bay-lingayan line.

This is aizo appareat wnen & shtudy of the orders to the Aritish and
Netherlunds submarines are considereds 1MS STCICxsx¥xxéx in Area ES
(Java Sea), und HMS STURDY*#***¥sv+ in Area G7 (Gulf of Boni ) were on
anti-shipping patrols, 'M§ STORMkx+*++*++¥¥ which wuu en route to relievo
the STURDY was to continue tho anti-shipping patrols, and the IS
ZWAARDVISCH wes on anti-shipping patrol in Aron KB (Tava So@ ) kwekreirkrs

* CTV %7 Cpblan 13-44 (Annox 34) Septsmbher 26th, 1944 brought
up to date by CTI® 77's Dispatch 160611 Cctober 1944,
#+ CTI 71 Dispatch U20906 October 1944 to CTG's 71.1 and
71.7 fz4L/?). 1
wss CTI' 70 Dispatch 21048 September 1944 to CTG 71.1 (Z4L).
s~ev CTF 71 Dispatch QL) October 1544 Lo CTG 7161 (24L).
»¥x¥*x CTF 71 Dispatch U91238 October 1944 to CLU 711 and
1147 (24L/2)
x#vx¥¥ CTH 71 Dispatch 081102 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 and
71.7 (24L/2).
wxkrdns COTF 71 Dispatch 160656 October 1644 to CTG 71.1.
wrsrnnex CTF 71 Dispateh 031026 Cctober 1944 to CTG 71.1 and
71.7 (Z4Ls%).
sxwrrwerk CTF 71 Dispatcl P4u724 Octoter 1944 to CTG 71.1 and
71.7 (24L/2)
wrss¥svrer COMSUBSEVENTIFLT Seriul 00355 December 1lth, 1944,
»43awkxrand CTF 71 Dispatch 260910 Septembor 1244 to CTG 71.1 and
71.7 (24L/2)e
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HMS TA..TALUS was en route to anti-shipping patrol vicinlty south
Ansmbas Islands.*

CTF 71 assigned submarines to lifeguard duty a» follows:

(a) The BONEFISH was directed to z ation .ff Cape Boliuneo com=
menoing dawn, Octobar lEth** and continuing through October 18th.

(b) The COD was direoted to station off Sublc Bay commencing
dawn, Ootober l6th*»* and countinuing through October 18th.

(o) The LAPON was directed to station just south of Coron Island
commencing dawn, Oototer 16th and continuing through Gctobsr 20th,e+x

(d) The PADDLE was direoted to proceed ir:edietely to station
off Balikpapsn whore she arrived Ootober Tth,¥xx¥x

(e) All of these submarines were on station as above indioatad,
at 0719, October 17th.

The followiag submarines whioh were retiring frou the area had sll
bson on anti-shipoing patrols sxssss

(a) CTG 71l.1 BAYA, BECUNA, HAMKBILL, CAVALLA, HOE, FLASHER and
CHEHRO, ¥s¥enun

(b) CTG 71.7 HNS SRA ROVER, HMS SPITF™ . and HMS TELAMUCHJS »

The preceding analysis of the deployment of the submarines in the
SOWESPAC area shows that they wsre too few in number and too loosely
dispersed to accomplish adeguately their asaigned objeotives with rela-
tion to oporation KING II while at the same tiwe contiuuirg prasent
operations i.e., anti-shipping patrols. There was a reluctanse iun
SCWESPAC, and, as will be shown later ia rOA glso, to limit submarine
enti-shipping operations in order te support KING II more effectivoly.
This seems to heve been dus primarily to the bellef That major elaments
of the Japansae fleot would mo%t be irnrsoived in opposition to the Allied
landings at Leyte. It may alsc have besx due, in part, to the fact that
the mark of auccess of & submsrine commanding officer was ofteun "tomnage
of shipping sunk" and he was decorated accordingly. Naturally, many sub-
marine commandiug of Picers did nci view with faver those ass;igonments
which tended toc remove Lhem fyom the anti-shipping field. In this they

“War Diary CIF 71, Dally Diepositions Submarines based weatern
Australie.
% OTF 71 Dispatch 110656, October 1944 to BONGFISH.
w3 CTF 71 Dinpatch 110658, Dotober 1944 to CCD.
s*xs CTF 71 Dispatoh 110621, Ostober 1944 to LAPON.
wessn CTF 71 Dispatch 061038, Os<tobsr 1944 to CTG 71.1 (Z4L); War Patrol
Report PADDLK, Report of SIATH War Patrol, Serial 018, November
1st, 1944,
sxasevew War Diary CTF 7i, Cotober 1344,
sessnes CERO trans{erred Ootober loth 1944 from TF 71 to TF 72.
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were often supported by the division, squadron and force commanders, who
believed that the correct employment of submarines was against shipping,
and not in direct support of fleet operations,*

This then was the background of the submarine operatlons in the
Southwestern Pacific undertsken by CTF 71 and CTF 72 in support of
KING II.

The operations <f the SOWESPAC submarines up to 0719, October 17th,
1944 will ba discussed as groups asslgned to a particular area or as
individual submarines depending upon which arrangement sppears the uore
desirable, and will be discussed chronologically as presented in CTF 71's
dispatch#¥* wherein he advised COMSEVENTHFLT, as to the disposition of
TF 71 submarines., Contacts on shipping will be indicated only 1if made
after October &th and only if important - in genersl over 500 tons.
(Plate VI),

In discussing these operations the following vonsiderations have
been guiding factors:

(1) Effective average contact ranges.**¥
(a) On independent merchan® ships.
( l) R&daro
(a) Surface - six milea.
(b) Submsrged - none.
(2) Periscope = five miles.
(3) Sonar - QB/JK, two and one-half miles,
JP, threes and three-quarter
miles.
(b) Oa escorted combatant ships.
(1) Radar,
(a) Surface - ten miles.
(b) Subwerged - none,
(2) Periscope - six miles,

(3) Sonar - QB/JK, five and one-half miles,

JP, seven and one-half miles,
(a) BREAM and RATON:

These sutmerines, with the GUITARRO, formed a coordinaled at-
tack group (wolf pack) which had been ordered to patrol Areas A3 and
A7.,%%%% They proceeded independently, patrolling againat enemy snlpplng
en route. They made no important contacts. At 0719 October 17th (Dia-

gram I) the BREAM, in Makassar Stralt, was bearing 356°(T) distant eighty-
five milse from Cape Willism and, therefore, was about 1000 miles from her

* Submarine Patrol Reports and conversations with various submarine
staff and commanding officers.
%% OTF 71 Dispatch 101426 October 1944 to COMSEVENTHFLT.,
#%% Syubmarine Warfare Instructions, USF-9 Navy Department 1946, page
16-5, paragraph 1604.
wus¥ CTF 7). Dispatch 020906 October 1944 to CTG 71.1, 71.7 (24L/2),
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CONPITTIITIAL .

patrol station, whils the FATON in the Sulu Sea wis bearing 100°%(T) dis-
tant seventy-nine miles from the southern tip of Coron Island and, there-
fore, was about 250 milas from her patrol station., The GUITARRC was de-~
tached to independent duty from tils group on October 14th and will be
dlscussed separately.

(b) RAY:

This submaiiia was patrolling Area AL, as the junior ship of
a coordinated attack group, consisting of the COD and the RAY.* On
October 11th she was directed by CTF 71 to proceed at dark Octover 1l4th
to Area A7.%% As this area embraces Scarborough Reef, it is assumed
that the RAY was to occupy either the station morth or the station
south of that reef. She waa advised in the same dispatch thst early
advice movementa enemy combatant shipa was extremely important . *¥*

On October 1l1th at 0330 she sighted one destroyer off Cape Calavite ;
which she avoided, and, on October 12th in the same area, she sighted at R
» 1315, one cargo ship, the TOKO MARU, with two destroyer escorts. She
t succeeded in sinking the TOKU MARU with torpedoes at 1439.%**

On October 14th, while en route to A7 she suffored an operational
casualty and was ordered to proceed to Mios Woendi for repairsg K e
She took no further part in KING II, ;

(¢) ROCK and BERGALL: F

These two sutmarines were on anti-shipping patrol off Cape 1
Butangan and Cape Varella respectively where they had been operating
gince late September.***** Thsy made but one important contact. This
was made by the BERGALL at 0915, October 13th, when she intercepted &
convoy of nne cller, one cargo ship and two patrol ersft escorte. She 1
aucceeded 8¢ 1009 in sinking, with torpeioes, the cargo ship which was
the SHINCHU MARU #xx3n

~T e

On October 16t.. the NOCK and BKRGALL were directed by CTY¥ 71 to

¥ CTF 71 Diepatch 270456 September 1944 to CTG 71,1 (24L).
a% CTF 71 Dispatch 110518 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (Z4L3,

u#% Yar Patrol Report RAY, Report of SIXTH War Patrol, Serial 018,
December 8th, 1944; Japanese Naval and Merchant Losses during
World War II by U.S, Submarines, February 19.7. prepared by
Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee.

suxx CTF 71 Dispatch 140133 October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (24L).

i wzx»¥ CTF 71 Dispatch 267841 and 281048 Septeiber 1644 to CTG 71.1 (24L).

f s%&u%¥% War Patrol Report JALL, Report of FIRST War Patrcl, Serial
0102, Novembler 8th, 1944 also Japanegse Naval and Merchant Losaes
during World War II, by U.S. Sutmarines, Februery 1947, prepared
by Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committee,
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patrol a line from Cape Varella to “orth Danger Shoal; the ROCK to
patrul to the eastward of 112°-00'E, the BrRGALL to the westward thera=
of ¢* Seversl hours later they were furthur directed to act, in a sense,
as lifeguard for China based search planevs which would be scarching
daily the ses areas north of a linoc trrough Latitude 11°-55'N Longitude
109°-C7'E, and Latitude 16%-5U'N and Longitlude 120%-00'Le%*

At 0715, October 17th, the ROCK was bvoaring 1¢1°(T), distant 130
miles from Cape Verella; the BLRGALL wns bearing U89°(7), distant ninety
miles from the semo cape.

(&) BLUEGILL and ANGLER:

These submarines had Lwen operating indepoudently on aunti-
shipping patrols in the Sulu Sea since early October.+#*+ Cn October 1llth
they waru directed Ly dispatch to form a coordinated attack group {wolf
pack) under trhe Cumnmanding Officer, BLUEGILL, and to proceed altor dark
Cctober 14th, to Aroa A4, They were advised that early advice movemsuts
corbatant units important. CTF 71 sugpested in this dispatoh that they
cover tho soutrwest approachos to Manila by taking stations north and
south of Lubang Island.**%#

In accurdance with this directive tho wolf pack commander directed
the AYMGLit to patrol betwsen Lubang lsland and Cape Calavite on October
15th tnrough daylight on the 18tn. ile advised the Comrmanding Officer,
ANGLKR that the BLUEGILL would patrol a NW-SL line from tho N¥W conut of
Lubang Islund to the northera boundary of Ares A4, also throuprh daylipht
on the 18th. 'lo further advised the Commaniing Officor, ANGLER thet the
4two submariues would exchange stuticns on the night of tre 18th and
would exchaupe stutions every fourth nipght therealter.wstss

The BLUEGILL muda no surface contacts of consequonces The ANGLER
made ihiree. Tho first ANGLER contact was made at Ut45, QOctober 1lth when
she encountered s conveoy of one oiler, ono cargo ship with one escort
entering Puerto Princessa, l'slawan, She was unsble Lo close tne convoy
and it escapod.****++ The second AMGLER contact was made at 070U, Octo~-
ver L4ih, when sno encounterod off the west coast of Panay lsland a con-
voy of two trensports, one cargo ship escorted by onn dostroyer ascort

* CTI" 71 Dispatch 160456, October 1944 to CUG 71.1.
*x CTF 71 Dispatch 16U6b6, October 1944 to CTI 71.1 (z4L}.

##% CTG 71.1 Operation Order 133-44, September 1lbth, 1944, to AnGLaR
and CTG 7i.1 Oporation Order 185-44, September 17th, 1944 1o
BLULGILL.

«x%% CTI* 71 Dispatch 1luBu7, October 1944 to CTG 71.l (z4L)s
#x4%% CTF 71 Dispatch 1412U7, October 1944 to CTG 71.1 (24L).
#+%%s% War Patrol Ro.ort ANGLER, Repcrt ot FIFTH War Patrol, Serjal
010, November 9th, 1944,
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and one trawler type. She sank the trunsport NARREI MARU with torpedoas . *

The tnird ANGLIR contact wus made on Ocrober 16th on a Japencse hos:zilal
snip wnicn was passing through Calavite Pussage en route Manila x*

At O719, Ccvober 17th, tne BLUEGTLL wus vearing 326°(T; distont
forty-seven milas {rom Cape Calavite anua tnv ALGLER wns bearing 270°(1)
distunt tive miles from Cape Calavite.

(e ) MACE and DAKTHR:

The DACK and DARTER had been operating as s coordinated attuck
group (wolf pack) iu Arca D& since Qetober 10th under the command of' the
Commanding, Officur, DARTER, At uvbout 203v, October llth, the wolf pack
conmander receivod a diusputch from CTi 71 which directed him to covor
effectively tne gouthorn approaches to Ialuwan Passape and tho western
approsches to Balabac Straite¥*s 1n compliance with tris dispatch, at
v¥sU, October Litu, he directod tno Communding Ot cor DACE by voico to
cover NMalsbec Strait while he, in the DART®R, ocovered Puluwun Pasdage at
the northern limit of Arca DE.**+*

AL 0719, October lzth, the DARTuR contucted a convoy of threo oilers,
one transpori, tnroo cuarpo ships escorted by two destroyors hoading south
1n Palawan Pasasge. She attacked atv 1uiZ4 with vorpedoss and cluimed
having damared two or the ollers.*#+* DARTER, in turn, wus bombed un=-
guccnssiully by serial bomps. At 1948 DARTER surfncud und made contuct
roport vo DACE and CTl 7l. Sno Lost tnc convey torouphout Octobor létn,
but relocsatsud it tnrough contact report frowm LACL. Both submurines
trailod the convoy throughout the nignt of Oczover léth-léth eud at vzve,
Octobor 1l4th, DACE attaoked with torpedows. She succouaded 1n sinking
tho cergo snips NITTEISU MARU and BIKYO MARU.* ‘The DARTER and DACE con-
tinued treiling this coovoy wuntil acout ULVW, Octobur loth when the wolfl
puck commandor discontinued further action, as his operations hud forced
his submurines from their cesipnsved stetronse He directud the DACE to
returs ©o her pulrol station off Balubac Strait wnile he, with .nhwe DARTER,
roturned to hie station in southern Palawan Passage and comuwnced pa-

+rolling east of Royal Captain Shcal. His decision to discontinus further

action was correct for he had been ordarsd to cover effectively certain
aroas and thir could not be done if he permitted himself to ve drawn away
from his objoctive by the pursuit oi’ merchant targets, even though im-
portant.

» Japanoas Navil and WMercnant Lossos During world war 11 by U.S.
Subwarines, lebruary 1947, prepared by .Joint Army-Navy Assessment
Comul btece

*+* War Patrol Reposrt ANGLuR, Report of FIFTH War Patrol, Serial V10,
November 9th, 1944.
#+% CTF 71 Dispatch 110bU4 COctober 1944 to CTG Tlele
*#»% Patrol Report DARTER, Report of FUUKTH war Patrol, Serial VZu,

Noveuber, 1944.
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At 0719, October 1Tth, DACE was bearing 2459(T) distant twenty
miles from southern tip Belabac Island. No informatiou is avajilable as
to the location of the DARTER at this time as her records were leat but
1t is presumed that she was on station.

(£) HAMMERHEAD b
The HAMMERHEAD had beeu on subi-shipping palrols in Areas D4
and D7 since September 20th. On Ootobe: 1llth at 2200 while in Area D4
sho recoived a dispatch directing her to cover the southwestern ap-
proaches to Brunei Bay.¥* She immodiately proceeded towards Brunei Bay
and arrived on station at 0647, Ootober 1¥the As will be shown oo Dla=-
gram "E" the Communding Officer choso to patrol an area of D7 whioch aver-
agad about ninety miles from the entrance to Brunol Bay. Why he assumoed
such a position instead of closing Brunei Bay more olosely is not clear.
#isuld he not have boen in a far more effective position had he patrolled
e station about forty miles due weat of Pulau Kuraman Light whora he
could cover mot only the southwest but also the west approaches? Would
not such a pusition have besn more iu keeping with the spirit of his
diractive?

During this period the HAMMERNEAD made no coutacts. At 0719 October
17th she was vearing 2859(T) distant seventy miles fronm Pulau Kuraman
Light, in tne entrance to Brunel Baye.

(g) GUITARRO:

This sutmarino was en route to her patrol station having departed
Fromantle on October 8th, Shs was to be part of a coordinated attack
group (wolf pack) with the BREAM and RATON which was +o0 opsrate in Areas
A3 and A7. Howsver, on Oclober l4th she was datached from this duty by
CTF 71 by dispatch and ordered to anti-shipping patrol in the Sulu Sen
south of Latitude 11°9-00!'N.++#+ In this same dispatch CTF 71 advised the
Commanding Officer, GUITARRO that he expected that the Allied air strikes
on Manils would probably scatter Japanese shipping down the east coest cf
Palawan.

Durlng the period of this report the GUITARRO was en route to her
aew station but made no contacts of consequence, At 0719, October 17th,
she was bearing 338°(T) distant ssventy-five miles from Cape Willienm,

(h) TANTIVY:

This submarine departed Fremantle October Gth with orders ‘o

+ CTG TL.1 Oporder 127-44, September 8th, T334 to HAMMERABAD.
#» CTF 71 Dispatoh 110504, October 1944, to CTG Tlel.
«x% OTF 71 Dispatch 140501, October 1944 to CTG 71.1 {Z4L).
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patrol Area F7, On Ootober 1Gth, whils still er route, the Commanding
Officer, TANTIVY, received dispatech orcers from CTF 71 direoting him to
proceed at dark on Cotober 17th and reatricting his patrol of F7 (Makas~
sar Strait) to the areas south of Latitude 29.00'S, CTF 71 also directed
the Commanding Cfficer TANTIVY to report as soon as practicable any ocu-
tacts on enemy combatant ships.* During this period the TANTIVY made no
oontacts.

At 0719, Ootober 17th sho was still on route and wus about nine
miles south of Lombok Stralt.++

(1) STOIC and ZWAARDVISCH:

Thess two submarines were on anti-uhipping patrol in the Java
Sea and were assigned Arous ES%¥s and EB+*++ respeolively. Tho
ZNAARDVISCH arrivod on station Ootober 3rdj whe STOTC on Cotober 12¢th,

During this period no contacts werv made by eoither submarinv. Yo
f{uformation is available as to the exact location of theae submarines;
howsver, CTF 71's daily submarine plot for October 1944 looates theue
gubmarines in about the center of their respeotive arcac from day o day.

(3) STURDY:

This svrnarine, sjuoe about Ootober Lth, hed beon on anti-
shipping patrol in Area G7 und had been operating in Boni Gulf betwesn
Saleior Ieland and Tioro Stralt where sho was ordered to remair until
dark October 14th,*++++ Howsver, she appears to have received orders to
remain in this patrol aroa for sometime longer, for CTF 71's daily plot
for Ootober shows har on station until sometime on Ontober l7th, She
soems to have made no important contact. during her patrol.

(k) GURNARD and BATFISH:

These two submarines were procaeding independeatly to thoir
respective patrol statious, The GURNARD, which had departed Fremantle
on Ootober 9th, was en route to Aroas D4 = D7 xéssks the BATFISH, whioh
had departed Fremautle October 8th, was eun route to Arcas D6 - D6.

+ CTF 71 Dlspatch 181220, October 1944 to CTG TILY, CT 71.T (24L72).
»*+ War Putrol Report TANTIVY. Report of SEVENTH War Patrol, no
sorial, November 4th, 1944.
=+¢ CTF 71 Dispatch 031026, Ootober 1944 to CTG 71.1, CTG 71.7 (Z4L/2).
«ew¥ CTF 71 Dispetch 260310, September 1944 to CTG 71.1,
CTG 71.7 (Z4L/2).
wwkww OTF 71 Dispatch 240724, Septomber 1944 to CTG 71.1,
CTG 71.7 (Z21L/2).
«s+x+% CTF 71 Dispatch 091238 and 081102, Ootober 1944 to CTG 71.1,
CTG 71.7 (24L/2).
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They had not arrived on station by 0719 October 1941, They made no
important ccatacta.

(1) Lifeguard Submarines:
(1) BOMEFISH

This gubaarine he?d been operating with the ILASHER and
LAPON as part of & coordinated attack proup (wolf pack) in Arou A3. The
wolf pack had Leen covering the approaches to Manila with reconnaissuance
as their primary task.* The wolf puack was dissolved at about 12890, Ooto-
ber 1lth, whoa the FLASHER depsrted for her basc at I'remantle.

At 2247 October 11lth, the Commanding Officer, BONENISH received a
dispatch** fyrom CTK 71 susigning him a 1ifeyguard station off Cape Uolinao
from dawn, October 16th, through October 18th, Ile asswaed his lifepusrd
station nt QG58, Qctobor 1Gthe

Contacts were made us follows:

(a) At 0935, October 10th, the DBONEFISH contuctod a lurgs con-
voy of one oiler and eight carpgo shipa, vscorbod by four escortds She
attucked in ocordinstion with the LAPON, and considered that she had
dsmared two cargo ships with torpedoes.

(b) AL 1427, October 1llth, she siphted a large ounvoy of ten
ships eucorted by five escorts but wus wisble to reach an attsck pouition.

(c¢) At 1107, October 14th, she nontacted two curgo shipse At
1206, sho sank the FUSHIMI MARU+** with t¢rpedoose

During her period of lifepuurd duty watil 0714, Octoter 17th, che
received no lifeguard culls.

At 0719, October 17th, she was heurinp 330°(T), distent twenty-throe
miles from Cape Boliagao.

(2) cop

The COD, with the RAY, ccmposed a coordinated attack proup
(wolf pack) which had been on anti-shipping patrols+* in Aroa A4 since

% Wor Patrol Report, VLAS'IBR, Report of FOURTH War Patrol Serisl Ocl
October 20th, 1944.
*+ CTF 71 Dispatch 110656, October 1944 to BONEFISH.
«*% Jupanose Nuval and Merchant Losses during World War II by Us Se
Submorines, Nebrusry 1947, Joint Army-Navy Assessment Committoo.
s#sx 0TG 71.1 Operation Order 134-44 Septenber 17th, 1944, to COD.
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carly Octobers

Ca October 1lth, the Commanding officer, COD received u dispauvch
from CTF 71 direoting him, ut durk, October 14th, to proceond to Area A3
and agsumo lifeguard dutios off 3Subic Bay on: Octobor 1Gth through QGcto-

bor 18the*

re assumed tho lifeguard station as ordored, but recuvivoed no life-
puard calls and made ¢ conuacys on any important Jopanede shippinge

At 0710, October 17th, 1944 tho CUD was bearing 203°(T) distaut
twonty-oipght milos from Sampaloc Point at tho entrance to Subic Buye

(z) TAPON

This submurine had boon operating with the FLASTER and
BONEFISH s¢ purt of u coordinatud atteck group (wolf pack) in Aron Ad.
Tho wolf pack iad beon coveriug tho approuchos te Manila with rocons
naissonce 88 tholr primary taske*® Tho wolf' pack was diggolved at about
1900, Ootobur 1lth, when Lhu FLASTER depnrtod for her bunso ab Iremantloe

At 0400, October 12vh, the Communding Of ficor, LAPON recoivod a dio—-
patch from CTF 71 aseiwning hiw 2 11 foguard stetion of £ ~outhora tip of
Coron lslund in thu Sulu Sea from down, Ocuobor 1sth, through October
DOthe*** The LAPON putrollud north ol Scarborough Shonl untll 1537 Octo=-
bur l4th whon she commenced adjusting her position townrd hor lifuguard
avation arriving at that station 0617, October 16the

Contacts wore mado as follows: At 1113, October 10th, tho LATON
oontacted, off Capo 3Bolinao, a largu convoy of ono otlor uwud eipht carpo
ghips, ogcortoed by fowr escoris. 9he attackod in coordination with the
BOUEFISH. At 1328 ane sank the c¢nrgo ship EVIRI MARU*SAx with torpedoes.

During, hor veriod of lifopuard duty until 0719, Cetobe= 17th, she
roceived no llfeguard calls.

At 0719, Cctober 17th, she was boaring 1u4°(1T) distant twenly-five
milus fron south-ra tip Coron lslands

(4) PADDLE

=¥ Hur Imtrol Report, ILA>IUER, Remort of URTI W-r Pitrol Sorial UZ1,
Ontober Zuth, 1944.
wae CDF 71 Uispatch 11.0b21, October 1944 co LAFON.
#%4% Japanesd Naval and Merchant Losses during World war 11 by UeSe
Submarines, Februury 1947, prepared by Joint Aruyr-tavy Assesgmant

T OTT 71 Lispatch L1OGLE, October 1944 to GOV,
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This sutmarine was en route her patrol areas Fl, F2 andg F3* when on
October 6th CTF 71 directed her to lifegusrd station off Balikpapan**
She arrived on her new station, October 7th,

She received but three calls for lifeguard services frum October Tth
to 0719 October 17th, 1944. That wais, ooe call on October 8th and two
calls on October 10th., However, uo rescues vuire accomplished nor any
surface contacts of any importance encountered.

At 0719, October 1'/th, she was bearing 045°(T) distant 170 wiles
from Balikpapan.

(m) Submarines Retiring From The Areu.

while not mentioned in CTF 71's dispatch concerning the planned
disposition of his sutwarines, two submarinss, the HAWKBILL and BECUNA,
while retiizing from the area made a contact on Japanese werchant shipping
on October 9th.

Those two submarines at 1525 that date, encountered a large convoy
about 100 miles weat of Mindoro Strait, Thie convoy consisted of twelve
cargo ships, oilers and transports with three P.C. types as escorts.

The two submarines attacked with torpedoes and, although they clalimed
sinking two oilers and oue cargo ship, thay actually sank but one cargo
ship, the TOKUWA MARU M+

The HAWKBILL slsc sighted a small convoy on Ootober 10th off Cape
Calavite, but was unsble to attack because of enemy planes.

(n) Suwmary.

It will be observed that CTF 71 did not completely accomplish
the assignments of sutmarines whioch he had promised COMSEVENTHFLY.
Actually, Le failed to assign sulwmarines to Searborough Shoel although
the RAY may be considered as one of tne two submarines promised; he fall-
ed 180 to assign one to the western Celebes Sea,

CTF 71's decision not to man these statlons was due to the limited
pumbes of submarines available to him and to the relative lack of im-
portance oi these atations. Actually these unoccupied stations would
have been of litils value in giving prompt and early informatica concern-
ing the movement of enewy forcesj they would, however, have been of some-
what more value in anti-shipping operations.

CTF 71 also failed to incure that certain sulmarines which he had
promised would be on station on October 15th were on atation on that date.
Among these wers the BREAM, RATON, GUITARRO, =snd TANTIVY. Instead, he
retained tae routine anti-shipping instructions "Exploit traffic lazss

¥ CTF 71 Dispatch 031209 Cotober 1944 to CTG 71.1, CTG 7.7 (ZiL/2) .
»¢ CTF 71 Dispatch 061038 October 1944 to CIG 71.) (T4L).
s#% Japanese Naval aud Merchant losses by U.S. Submarines During World Wer
11, February 1947, Prepared Uy Joint Army-Bavy Assessment Committee,
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and focal points en route to and from areas,"* in the orders of the
BREAM, RATON, GUIVARRO, and probably of the TANTIVY, without at the
same tine designating a date on which to arrive on statlon,

CTF 71 did not advize COMSEVENTHFLT of this omispion. While it wvas
not important in this case that this bes done, as these submarines were
not intended to occupy stations vital to the success of the operation,
naverthelsss it seems wise to point out here that, at the very leart, the
immediate superior in the chaixn of somnand should be promptly advised
vhen a planned operation cannot be mad: effective,

(3) Pacific Ocean Area Forces: (Diagraa B)

While COMSOWESPAC was deploying his naval forces for ths Leyte
Operation, CINCPOA was also deploying 1is naval forces and was, in part,
already accomplishing the Ycover and support of ths Southwest Pacific®
objectives, which he had acceplec a= hie general plan for KING II. He '
had assigned contributory tasks to &li of his forces. These forces em-
traced the (a) Western Pacific Task Forces, (b) Submarine Force, Pacific
Flost, (c) Noxth Paciric Force, (d) South Pacific Force, (¢) Marshalls-
G!lberts Force, (f) Survice Force, Pacific Fleet, (g) Alr Forca, Pacific
Fleet, and (h) The Arny Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas.** However, of thase !
forces, only Task Force 38 of the Weatern Pacific Tusk Forces, certain
submarines of the Sutsarine Force, Pacific Fleet, and certain units of
the Service Force contributed directly to the Battle for Leyte Gulf; the
others will be dropped from further discussion except the shore-based Air
Force, Central Pacific. which was a sub-force of the Western Pacific Task
Forces. This shore-based air force has been discussed previously under
Land and Tenier-based atroraft, The Service Force will not be discussed |
separately and will be jncluded where necessary under the Combatant Forces,

The deployment of thase naval forces and their accomplishments in
support of COMSOWESPAC's objectives up tov 0719, October 17th, 1944, was
as follows:

(a) Task Force 38

TF 38, which had been operating in support of the operaticas
for the seizure of the southern islands of the Palau group by POA forces,
and for the seisure of Morotai by SOWESPAC forces, upon completion of its
objectives in the mbove cperations, returned, as necessary, to Manus,
Saipan, and Ulithi, or remained at sea, Here it rearmed, repleaished,
sod completed plans for the next phase of operations which was atrateglc
support for the seizure of the Layte-Samar area by Southwvest Pacific area
forces.*** TG 38,1 went to Manus; TG 38.2 firsi wenl io Saipen and later
to Ulithi, whers it arrived at 0752, Octover lats***# TG 38,3 went to

% CTG 71,1 Operation Orders 141-44, October 5th. to RATON; 137-44,
September 29th, to BREAM; and 1i3-i4, Octobex 7th, to GUITARRO.
#% CINCPAC-CINCPOA Operatiom Plan €-44, Serial 000851, September 27th,1944.
#x% Action Report Commander Western Pacific Task Forces and THIRD Flest
on ths Gperations of their forcen during October 1944, Serial 0o8s,
January 26th, i945.
s#u¥ \ar Diary BUNKER HILL, October 1lst, 1944. - i /
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Ulithi.* During this time TG 48.4, which had cearmed and replenished at
lanus prior to sortring from therse Septem~ar Z4th, remaincd at sea.**

COMTHIADFLT directed tnese groups to sorile at such time as to ef-
foct randezvous with ouach otner at 1700, Ociober Tth, 1944, in Latitude
15°-30'Y; Longitude 138°-0U'E,*** anc thus torm TF 38, This rendezvous
point was about 300 miles nortn of Ulithi. He further directed thas,
atter rendezvousing, T¥ 38 wus to fusl .rom the fuelinp grours, rnd was
then to commence operations against Okinawa., In acsordance with This
dirsctive, the tas: groups oi' TF 33 cperated as follows:

(a) At 1117 October 2nd, TG 38,1 sorhied fcon Seeadlar llsrbor,
Manus Island, and headed in a northwosterly dicectlon for the dosignated
roudezIvous ook ¥

(b1 At 1650 Octover 6th, TG SH.2v«-%k legs the BUNKER HTLL
and st 1730, TG 3843%%*k+% lgss tho RENC, BIWMIINGHAM, DCRTCH and ALY
sortied from Ulithi and headed in a northerly direction for the desig-
nntoed rendezvouss COMIHIRDILT in the NEW JERSEY was in TG 38423 CTF 38
in the LEXTNGTON wus in TG 48.%. The BUNKeR HUIL, RENO, BIRUMINGIAM,
DORTCH and HEALY sortied at U604 Cotobor 7th and headed for a renduzvous
with CTI" 38,

(¢) ‘feanwhile, TG 38.4, which, from September 27tn to October
5th, had beon providing sir cover for the forcas which had landed on
Palsliu and Anguar in the execution of STALENMATE 1I, hud been uvparating
to Lho westward of che Palau Islandse AL 1702%%x*#3% Ontober bth, this
task group heuded ia a northeasterly dirootion for the designated
rendezZvous .

Sometime alter 1400 QOctober 7th, the ltask groups comnenced rendez-
vous:ng and at 1700 in formation 3 the reformed TI* ¥8 hsuded for the
dasgipnated rendezvous with tho fueling group, 16 50.9 consisting, in
part  at this time, o nine oilers,¥**x%x* with Lheir necessary agcorts.

% Action Hoport CUYrilIRDFLT, Report on the Operations of viestern
Pacific Tnsk Forces and THINKD Flewt, Serial 0085, January 26th,
1945,

% Action Rewort CIG 38.4, Operations against Okinawa Jima,
ormosa, Luzon, Vhilippine lslands, Visayas Philippine I1slands
in supporx of the occupation of Leyte, Philippine Islands
Detober 7th-21st, 1944, Serial 00283, Yovember l6th, 1944.

*%% CUMIHYIRDFLT Oporation Order 21-44 Dispatch 31600, October 1944.
s+¥% War Diary COVruNS, October 2nd, 1944,
sexw% Har Diary INTREPID, October &th, 1944.
sxkkxx War Diary C"G 38.4, October Sth, 1944.
wisrbek War Diaries of PLATTE, GUADALUSE, MANAT:E, UARIAS, SABINE,
MISSISSIHESA, NECiES, SAUGATUCK, CACHE, Octover 8th, 1944.
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Rendezvous was effected at 0600, Oclober 8th, 1944, in the
vicinity of Latitude 19°-CO'N, Longitude 139°-C0'£ and fueling was
comensed imnediately. Owing to heavy swells and moderately rough seas
because of tne effects of a pasaing typhoon, the fueling operation wag
prolonged until 1955.,% At this time T 38 was reformod and hoaded for
Latitude 21°-00'N, Longitude 137°-00'E preparatory to conmencing high
spead run on Okinawae

The movements cf TF 38 at this timo were coverod, in part, by
limited patrol plune searches from Palau and f{rom Tinlan counducted by
CTG 30.5 (COMFAIRYING ONx), for, as has beexn pointed cut under uperatinng
of TF 17, the submarines which ware to boe on ststion off the eastern en-
trance to the Inland Sea (Bungo S:ido) on QOotober 1Uth,** did not arrive
there until October 12th,*** and of the two to be off Tokyo Ray, but one
wag on statione**** Thus, for two days, COMTHIRDFLT appears to hawve
operated on the incorrect promise that Allisd submarinos wure on gtation
in tne Japaness area, and that his north rn flank was therefore ocoverode
His movements were also coverad by gwitire attack commencing at 0421,
Netebar 9th on Marcus Island. Thia attack, which was mado by TG 30.2
(a crulser-destroyer force) commanded by Rear Aémiral Allan K. Smith, Us
$. Navy, was intended to operate as & dlverslon, tut, althoupgh the abt-
taclk was successfvils accompllished, itc diversiouary affoct was com~
pletely negative. i fact, tho Japanase pave it no more than pasgalng
attention.

Tu this craneotlon, it is of jntercst that the only apparent. di-
version at this time was caused by the shooting down, at 0845, OCctobor
9th, 1944, in Latltuue 230,45, Longitudn 137°-30'E, ot' a Japnnose
patrol ple-e by an American patrol plane of VPB-102 bnsad at Tinion nd
has Loen ,ointed ous previouslye This pleno was shot dJown in a position
580 miles southesst of the south-im tip of Kyushu Tsland, and ahout 205
wlles northeast of TF 38, which, at this timo, wng en route to its launch-
ing positicn off Okinawa. Tho dapanuge pilot tailed to advizo thnl. hoe
was engaging an Allied patrol plane, Tho Comander Sessbo fnval iiatrtot,
ncting the plane's disappearancs, and concluding that it had beon dnatray-
ed by an American carrler taslk force in tho vicinity, sawakenad Lo [ou-
sible Allied mction agairat Kyushu Tsland and Nansoi Shoto. o promptly

* Wor Diaries of PLATTE, GUADALUPE, TANATEE, MARCAS, SABINE,
MISSISSINEWA, NECHES, SAUGATUCK, CACHE, October B8th, 19+44.
+% CINCPOA Dispatch 262316, September 1944 to COMTHIRDLT .
+s+% War Patrol Reports, BESUGO, Serial 027, Noveamber 4th, 19443
GABILAN, Serial 031, November 13th, 1944 tu RCNQUIL, Serial
038, November 28th, 1944.
#*+4 War Patrol Report SEA DEVIL, Repcrt of FIRST Wer Patrol, no
file, ns serial, no date, but presumed to be Oatober or
November, 1944,
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alertod the naval units in those areas, directing them to tighten their
air rajd alertu, espucially et dawn, in ordsr to minimize deamage by
eneny attacke* This gshows zlearly how often destiny may hinga on the most
unexpected devalopmentsl

COMTHIRDILD advised CINCPCA st this tlaw that i the passing trphoou
ahould craa*e & polder oprortunity teo strike the Hyusha eres, he haé =2n
plternote plan to strike thul areu i1 liew of Skinawscs* It is of interest
to note *nnot such an sthack would uot have been the golden oprortunity
concaivnd by COGMTEIRDFLT for the Japanege in thal area were alerted to
the posaidility of such an air strike and were srepared to resisy It omn*

At 1200, Octobvar Sth, TF 38 was 1n Latitude 209-51', Longituda
1369-00'%, AL 1236 i& vms on cCourse 200°(1), speed twenty-three note.

(1) Attack on the Wangei Shoto, October 10th:

At 0538, Octobar 10th, in a mesn position bearing about
1420(T), distant approximately 13C miles southemst of the southern tip
of Okinawa, T} 38 commenced launching its atvack. Tho flying conditions
ware sxoeilent with surface winds from the northcast of thirteen to
sl htven R1otSe Cumulus clouds covering from 2/10 to 5/10 of the sky
woro rrusent, with an avorage bese of 3,000 feet and an AVerage top of
5,000 feote The vigibility wao uarcstrictodes¥+* Sunrise wus ut 0620

The atteck wes, in general, a firhter sweep, followed by four major
air strikes (ABLE, BAKER, CHARLLE and DOG)s In addition, goveral smell
fighter swueps and soveral smell air strikes and air searches wers made
on certain specific tarpets - notably on Amari O Shima and the Dlato
Shimas to the esst, Kume Shima and Yorama Retto to the west, and Miyaeko
Jima to *ho southwedbtywwiss The fipghter sweep was designed to gain
~sommand of the air over Okinawe. Tt encountored littls enemy oppo-ition
over that lsland.

% VI T1ppine Areu Maval Operetions rart 11, Gotober-December 1944,
Second NemobLilization DBursau Japansse Sovermnent, October 1947,
Dapartment of the Army mistoricul Division File lios 8-5, J8-104;
also Detuiled Action Roport CRUKU {on COkinawa) Detachment. 901st
Naval Alr Group, October 1Cth, 1944, WDC Document 160369, NA123€6.

ve COMTHIADFLT Di.patch 060712, October 1644, to CINCPOA.

asé Commander Sasebo Faval Sass Dispotch 1200100, Octobor 1944 to
411 units Sesebo Saval District, WDC Document 150369,

s#x% Actlon Report FANKLIN, Operutions ageiust the eneuwy at wanssi
Shoto, Formoss and the Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st,
Serinl 0039, October 3lst, 1944.

«ss#s Action Roeports of ihe Carriers Concernedes
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In the apove strikes TF 38 comrnenced laurnching plenes cn combazt mis-
cicns as follows:

(a) G508 Fignter Sweeps: 164 VF 3 VE(T) 167 k
(b) 0538 Strike ARLE: 81 vr 5 Vi (v) 108 VR 84 VT 276
(¢) 0745 Strike BAKER: a2 vF g Vil(P) 99 V3 81 v 27¢
{d) 101& Strike CHARLIF: 110 V& 6 v¥(T) 101 VB 86 VT 303
(e) 1222 Strike DCG: 114 Vv 3 vE(e) 93 VR 75 VT 283

{(£) “iscellancous Strikes
and Sosrches: 56 v 3 V(L) 14 V3 6 VT )

(£) TOLAL 3CTtiCh: eeevosscecasntosossacsoscvssassssssssasansenas 15064

‘“he armament consisted, in general, of bombs and vockets for all '
plenes, although in some cases, the torpedo plenes were armed with
torpedoes rathor than with bombsa

— -

"hese strikes were hichly successful. The JTaranese lost, according
to CPI 389, eighkly-eight aircraft destroyed on #' ¢ gjround or in the water,
and twenty-three destroyed in the air - a toitael of ill aircraft. Also,
many smell ships were claimed sunk, destroyed, or damaged. Among thoese
were cne submarine depot ship (JIKGEI), one mine sweeper, onc destroyer
escort, one small escor®t vessel, twe lUU-foot mine craft feur midget sub-
marines, four mediwn cargo ships, and rnumerous smeller craft. Considerable
destruction vus repcrted at taha City, Mehu Airfield, Itomen, Yontan San,
Yontan Secuth, Unten Ko, and Ke Shima,** This damero was confirmed to a
degrau by the Japanese .k« ]

“ho Americen claims herc avpear to have heen somewhat under-estimated
in regard tc sinkings of Japanese snall craft aud the destruction of
Japanose facilities, for the Japancse admitted lcosing one submarire depot

* hction Weports MASE, -ORSET, ONTEREY, TN Akr1p, BCHFER FILL, TEENCCCH,
ESSEX, LEXTNGTON, sRINCETCN, FRANKLIN, SAL JACINTO, FMTLRPWISE; also
aircraft Action Reporis Air Crouns 7,3,:1,13,14,15,18,19,20:,27,28,0b1,
Attacks on Nansei Shoto, October 1Cth, 1944,

** Acticn Revort CTF 38, Summry of TF 38 Operations August 29th-October
3uth, 1544, Serial 0GH0B, lovorwer 3rd, 1944, page 23.

%% jlar Diary 25th Air Mlotilla, October 1844 ; clso 25th Air Flotilla
Dispatches 11UlCU and 10230 Cetober 1944, WDC Documont 160137,
NA 12278,
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ship, twelve torpedo boats, two midget submarines, fowr non-military
ships, aggregating 11,2v0 tons, and numerous powered salling craft.*

They appear somewhat excessive in regard to Japanese planes destroyed,

for the Japanese reported losing thirty-one naval plenes on the ground and
in the air over Okinawa and {'ive naval patrol planes at sea on goarch mis-
sions, a total of thirty-six naval planas.** The Japanese also reported
tha- all army fighftier planes - number unimown - were believed destroyed
in interception or on the ground.**

¥o Japanese reports are availanle concerning their air losses in
the lesser islands of the Nansel Shoto.

In making these strikes, TF 38 lost eight VF, one VF(N), six VB and
six VT, of which 8t leest six were jettisoned *** Thie coincides closely
with the Japansso claims of twelve American planes shot downe* TF 38 had
five pilots and four aircrewmen 1ost or missing. In additioa, the life-
guurd submarine STERLET, off southeast Okinawa, recovered four pilots
and two aircrewmen.

Besides making tho abovs strikes, CTF 38 made three limited searches
by VF and VB/VI planes to a radius of 275 miles. One search (six VF -
three VB) from the HOKNET, departing at 0605 and returning at 1027, cover-
rod the sector betwsen 250°(T) and 280°%(T), including Miysko Jima and
Ishikegl Jima;***% a second 3sarzh and attack group (seventeen VF - Bix
VB - six VI) from the HANCOCK, departing at 0550 and returaing at 1010,
covered the sector between 3459(T) to 030%(T) including Amemi O Shima;%*x+*
a third search (five VF - five VB) from the LEXINGTON, departing at 1258
and returning about 1720, covered the seotor between 015°(T) and 060°(T),
including Minami Daito Shima.k¥xxs These searches were reasonably effac-
tive, especially that at Miyako Jime, where considerable Japanase instal-
lations, poth air and ground, were discovered, and & large uumber of plares
and some shipping were destroyed. It appears, howevor, that the morning
gearches were designed to ssarch only the vicinity of the less importsat

% Philippine Area Naval Operations Part 11, October-December 1944,
sSecond Demobilization Bureau Japansse Governmert, October 1947,
Department of the Army Historical Division File No. 8-5, JsS-104,
pages 4 and Do

%% War Diery 26th Air Flotilia, October 1944; also 25th Air “lotilla
Dispatches 1v23u2 and 110136, Octover 1944, WDC Document 160137,
NA 12278,
#%% Adrcraft Action Reports Air Groups 7, &, 11, 135, 14, 16, 18, 19,
44. .
sk Aircraft Action Report Air Group 11, forwarded by HORNET, Serial
0031, November 8th, 1944.
s#+4% Aircraft Action Report Air Group 7, forwsrded by HANCOCK, Serial
0100, November 3rd, 1944,
«x4usk fction Report LuXINGTUN, Attacks on Nansei Shoto Group, October
1uth, 1944, Serial U281, Novamber Tth, 1944.
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C QUELBIRTLIAL

{slands of the Nansei Shoto, and were not designed to discover any ma jor
portion of the enemy fleet, the destruction of which would have accom-
plished the primary task of TF 33, as assigned by CINCPOA.* It is pos-
sible that the afternoon search by the LEXINGTON planes was made for this
latter purpose, but the seotor searched (V15°() = 060°(T)), the radius of
the search - 275 miles - and the armament of the search planes - two 500
pound bombs - would indicate otherwise. Would it not have reen wiser had
CTF 38, or COMTHIRDFLT who was in compan%, mede a dawn search to at least
350 miles covering o sector of about 27C (T) clockwise through about 04.5°
(T), in order to guard against surprise, and in ordor to discover any
movement of a “major poriion of ihe enemy fleet" within tne scarch area?
Such a search would have reached to within ahout fifty wiles of the north-
east tip of Formosa, and woula nave covered the eustern half of the East
China Ses, up to within fifty miles of the southern tip of Kyushu Island.
Sufficient plenes were available within TF 38 to have made this search,
end in addition, to have accomplished the planned operationss Such a
dawn search woulc not necessarily huve disclosed prematurely the pregence
of paval aircraft or the currier force in tne aresa since tho air strikes
ageinst Okinawa wero dawn air strikes and therofore would strike Okinawe
long before the search planes hau reached the outer limits of their
searchose

It seems well to point out, at thise time, that it is a well kmown
strutegic consideration that if it is dosired to bring an enemy fleet in-
to & vulnerable position, something that the enemy values must be threat-
ened or capturede Such an operation might cause the enemy to expossg his
floet in order to remove the tnreat or to recapture the valued positions.
It woulc appeur as if *tne Nansei Shoto and in particulur, Ckinawn, might
well have been such & vulneruble positions Altnough the Jupanese did not,
in fact, reuct with their fleet, they did at 0925, Cctober 1Cth, alert the
snore-based air torces for the defense ot the Formosa-Nansei Shoto-Scuthern
Kyushu area (SHO Two), and at 1204 they alerted, in addition, the shore=
based air forces for the defense ot the Philippines (SHO One). They also
moved aircraft in strength into Southern Xyushu and ordered the opera-
tional air sirength of CARDIVSa THREE and FOUR to prepare for land-based
Air operntiong.r*

In view of the obvious imposcance of the Kansel Shoto to the de-
fense cf the Japanes. Fmpire, wosid it not have been wise therefore had
CTF¥ 38, or COMTHIRDILT who was in company, directed s similar search in
the afternoon to dlscover whether the attack on the Nansel Shoto had

T CINOAC-CINCOCA e Gp.ration Plan 8-44, Seriul 000851, September 27th,
1944.

+% Philippine Aren Naval Operations Part 1I, October-Necember 1944
Second Demobilization Bureaw Japaness Govermment, October 1947
Dopsrtment of the Army Historical Divislon File No, #8-5, JS-104,
pages 4 and be
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forced the enemy carrier forces pelieved to be in the Empire, but which
might well have been in the Nensel Shoto ares, to take otffensive action
against TF 38, and have thereby created the opportunity for the destruc-
tion of a major portion of the enemy fleet desired by CINCPOA in his basic
orders o the Cormander Western Pacific Task Forces?* Wag not such an

of fensive action by Japanese carrjer forcus operating in conjunction with
land-based planes from the Nansei Shoto & distinct anu dangerous eneny
caupability?

The above commouts, and the commen:s on tnae luck of an adeqguate
dawn sesrch, are of particular importance wher it is romembered that
COMTI1RDFLT had previously disagreed with CIRCPOA's disposition of TF 17
submsrines, because in his opinicn, they were not properly located to
prevent tho sortie of the Japunese currier force without discovery.
Sinoce CINCPOA did not change this unsatisfactory disposition, it is pre-
sumed that COMTIIIKDFLT continued to feel that his northern flank was not
adequately protected.

The fact that the Japanege did not plan to engage mF 8 with their
carrier force unsupported bv their battlesudip force, which, a4 the time
was roughly 2600 miles away in tne lingga~Singapors area, but instead,
planned to omploy their carrior planes from land bases,** does not in any
way weaken the strengtn of this comment, ror this Japencse plan was not
available to COMTHIKDILT or CTF 38 at this timee.

Perhaps COMIYIRDFLT had roceived certuin intellipgence, not available
to this study, which indicated that the Japanese surface furces did not
jptend to sortis f~ow the Empiro at this tira, and therafore thought that
it was not necessary to extend his sesrch to the eastern half of the East
China Sea. Perhaps he was influenced by the opinjcn not only of COMSEVENTH
[1.7, but also of COVSOWESAC, *thut majior slements of the Japanese Combinod
Ileet would not be involved in opposition to the Allied landings at Leyte.
Ip this connection it seems importent to peint out that complete reliance
should not normally be placed on intelligeuce recei ved, because such in-
formation is not always complete, is often inaccurute, and is frequently
misleadinge Although Allied intelligence wae known to be generelly excel-
lent, it was not always 8o und should not huve been relied on fully since,
by so doing, the conmuaandey might find himselt placing too nuch reliance
on its usual accuracy, and unconsciously basing his plens and operatious
on enemy intentions, rather then enemy capabllitics.

Throughout the day the task groups of TF 38 maintsined, in general,
a combut air pstrol (CAFP) over each Tesk group of about tweclve VF planes,

% CINCPhC-CIUCPOA's Operation Fian 8-44, Serial 000851, September
27th, 1944,

#+ Philippine Area Naval Operutions Part 11, October-December 1944,
secona Demobilization Burosu Japanese Governmont, October 1947,
Department of the Army !listorical Division Mle No. 8=5, J5-104,
pages 4 and 5.
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and a snooper anti-submerine patrol {SKASE) of about four VI - four VT
planes, although toward evening TG 38.2 increased its CAP to about
twenty-seven plenese

Upen conpletion of the operations against the Nussei EShoto, and
after recovering Strike Group DOG about 1745, CTF 38 then headed on
. ourse of lQOO(T) at twenty-five knots 4+ owards his desiznated rendezvous
w.th the Fueling Group - Latitude 20 ~00'k. Loagitude 128 -Q0'R.*
Sunget was at 17858,

{2) Attack on Aparri airfieid, Luzon, P.I., October 11th (D~9)

Throughout tho night of Cctober 10th-1lth several bogies
appeared on the radar screens, but aithouzh night fighters were vectored
out, they failed to make cuntact.

At 0600, TF 38 rendezvoused with the Fueling Group. Sunrise was at
0619, At about 0700 TF 38 commenced fueling, taking both avistion raso-
line and fuel oil from twelve oilerse. .hree tankers were agsigned to
each task gmroupe Iueling conditions were good.** CTI 38 set the fueling
course at 260°(T). This wes in the direction of northesstorn Luzon and
was designed to deceive the ememy as to the next objestive,**=

At about 1240, CTF 38 commenced launching an air strike cf twonty-
nine VF - four VF(P) from CTG 38.1, and of twenty-six VF - two VF(P)
from TG 38+4 - a total of fifty-five VI - six VF(P), against the Jupa-
uese airfield at Aparri, Luzom, P.I.,s*** bearing about 255°(T) distnut
sbout 323 miles from mean position of the task force. Twenty-two of
these planes were armed with rocketsger+x Flyinpg conditions were goode
Gumulus clouds covered 3/10 of the sky. Visibility was fifteen miles,
The wind was northeasterly, twelve - fifteen knots. The sea waa
dlightex#*¥+ This strike, which hit at 1415, and was unopposed, wes
highly effective, and sccording to CTF 38, destroyed fifteen ensmy ar-
craft on thu ground, .as well as fuel dumps and several buildingsew»*sex

* War Diary NEW JERSEY October 10th, 1944.
+% War Diaries, SEBEC, PAMANSET, TAPPAHANNOCK, MANATELE, MISSISOSINEWA,
SABINE, GUADALUPE, PLATTE, NECHES, SCHUYL¥ILL, ESCAMBIA and
CHIKASKIA, October 1lth, 1944.
w%% War Diary COWTHIRDFLT, Ootober 1llth, 1944,
«x¢% Action Reports WASP, HORNET, COWPENS, MONTEREY, FRANKLIN, BELLEAU
TWOCD; alsc Aircraft Action Reports Air Groups 11, 1%, 14, 21, 22,
28, Attacks on Nansei Shoto, Ootober 10th, 1944.
+«*%%% Action Report BELLEAU WOOD, Action arainst Nansei Shoto, Formosa,
and Luzon and the Visayas, Pnilippine Islands October 7th-21st,
1944, Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1944.
sxxexk Activa Report CTF 38, Summry of TF 38 Operations, August 29th -
Octobor 30th, 1944, Serial 00505, November 3rd, 1944, pages 31
end 32.
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One VF and pilot vers loat in this strike.s Also, three V¥ and three T
were jettisoned as & result of a deck crash of a returning fighter.»*

At 1402 the Commanding Officer, BUNKER HILL - Latitude 19°-55'N,
Longitude 126°-40'E - launched an eir search of eight VF, armed with one
500-pound general purpose bomb each to ssarch the sector 270°(T) - 300°(T)
10 a distance of 250 miles, This search which covered both the Balintang
Channel and the Bashi Channel, and which returned on board at 1731, was
designed to disncvai- whether any Japanese shipring was in the urea of
search, a&¢ it was through a nearby area that CTF 38 planned to approuch
Formocas The search was negative. However, it did shoot down one two-
engine land bomter at about 1600,+4** Except for the above extremely
limited search, no searches werc made by CTF 3¢ on October llthe

During the afternoon the escort carriere NASSAU, STEAMER BAY and
SITKOH BAY, which were with the fuoling group, transferred thirty-six
VF, four VF{N), seven VB and fourteeun VT to the carriers of TF 38; also
three replaocosment pilots and clievon aircrewmene****

Throughout the day the task groups of TF 38 maintained, in general,
a combat air patrol over each task group of about eight VI planes, and
a snooper anti-submarine patrol of about four VF - four VB/VT planes,
although TG 38.1 maintained a CAP of twenty VF. During the day and early
ovening hours the CAP shot down three enemy land &ttack aircraft, one
within twenty-five miles of the task forcees Sunsst was at 1816; evening
twilight ended at 1940.

Fueling of the task force was completed at 1748,*x¥#* After re-
covering planes at 1722 the fleet course was changed radically through
sixty degrees to the right to 320°(T), and fleet speed was increased
radicelly from the fueling speed of twalve knots to the approach speed
of twenty-four knots. This headed the task force toward the Formosa
leunching positione***+*s

After swndovn, nunerous bogies appeared on the scrvens of the vari-

ous task groups. However, none approached closer than fowrteen milep.***¢x*

Although night fighters were vectored out, no enemy planes were shot downe

* War Diary COWPENS, October 1lth, 1944.
** War Diary INDEPENDENCE, October 11lth, 1944.
xxk Aircraft Action Report Air Group 8, forwarded by BUNKER HILL,
Serial U304, October 30th, 1944,
#++* War Diarles RUDYERD BAY, NEHENTA BAY, NASSAU, STEAMER BAY, and
SITXOH BAY, October 1lth, 1944.
«sx%% War Diary TAPPAHANNOCK, Octobur 1llth, 1944.
sxw¥xd War Diary COMTHIRDFLT, October 1lth, 1544,
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1t seemed cloar, at this tima, at least to the Commanding Officer of
the CABOT, thet the Japanese had located TF 38 writhin accepbable limits,
for ho reported, “several bogies ghadowed our ¢:.sposition end owr approach
vias detectad.,™ Tris was a correct enalysis, for the Japanese had con~
tacted TF 38 during the night and eorly morning and realized that Formosa
might be attacked.¥*

(3) Battle off Formosa, October 'Zth, 13th and l4th:
{known by Jupaness as Battle of Formosa )

(a) Operations on October 12th:

As T1° 38 procoeded towards Formosa in formmtiown
3W axis 060°(T) with order of task groups from north to south: TG 3842,
TG 38.3, TG 38,1 and TG 384, radar contacts indicated that tho force
wag being continuously shedowede*** As a consequonce, CIT" 38 folt that
"the eneuy knew wo were coming.®##** In this he was corroct, for at
0340 & goneral air raid alert was ordered throughout Formosae** CTK 38
anpaars to have sexpeotod a dawn air attack upon his task force. Howaver,
T# 38 arrived on schedule in its launching positiun about fifty = ninety
miles east of Formosa, and, 88 the dawn attack by the enemy did not
dovelop, it commenced launching its initial sttack at 0544 without any
interference whutsoever, Sunrise wag at 0647

The flying conditions woere averugc with surface winds from the

northeast of sixteen to twenty-seven knots, Cumulus clouds coveriag

2/10 of the sky prevailed throughout the day, excepting during the after-
noon from 1200 to 1800 when these clouda covered 7/10 of the sky. The
visibility was about fiftesn miles; the sea was sliphtetkkes Over the
target woather conditions were gonerally pgood in southern Formosa, and
generally bed in northern FFormosa, with a cold front approaching from
wogtetwkwsk Ag in the Nansol Shoto attacks, this attack was, in general,

=~ L
-

% War Diary CABOI, Ootober 1lth, 1944,
*% Philippine Area Naval Operaticms Part II, October-December 1944,
Sscond Demobilization Bureau Japanese Government, October 1947,
Air Action October 12th, Dapartment of Army Historiocal Division
File 8=5, JS-104.
«xx Action Report CTG 384, Operations against Okinawa Jima, Formoss,
Luzon, Philippine Islands, Visayas rhilippine Islands in support
of the occupation of Leyte, Philippine Islands, October 7th-2lat,
1944, Serial 00283, November 168th, 19044,
«++#% Action Report CIF 38, S ~wary of TF 38 Cperations, August 29th-
October 30th, 1944, Serial 00505, November Ird, 1944,
sssx# Action Report BELLEAU W.OD, Action agairst Nansel Shoto, Formosa,
and Luzon and the Visayas, Philippine lslands, October 7th-21lst, 1944.
Serial 0170, Kovember 3rd, 1944.
wxssxx Har Diary BUNKER rIll., October 11th, 1944 ]
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a duwn Iighter sweep followsed by four mejor air strikes, (ABLL, BAKER,
CHARLIE and DCG), although two additional mid-morning fighter sweeps and p
two small air searches were interposed vetween the above strikes. The
dawvn fighter sweep was desipned to pgain command of the air over Formosa
and the Pescadores Islanus; ths mid-morning fighter sweeps were designed
to reduce the enemny air opposition for succeeding strikes, and to increase
the destruction wrought by the preceding atrikes in certain designated
areas, notably nortnern Formosa, }Matouyama Airfield, Takao shipping,

] Feito Alrfield, Kagi Airfielid, Karenkc ground installations, and other
targets in the same area.

In the above strikes TF 38 commenced lauuching plenes on combat
miosions as follows:

Time Total

i (a) 0644 Fighter Sweep: 199 VP 4 VF(P) 203
N (b) UBGH Strike ABLE: 06 vF 9 VR(P) 107 VB 92 VT 314 ,

} (o) 08BVO Strike BAKER: 90 Vi 8 VF(P) 101 VB 74 VT 273

(d) 1060 Strike CHARLIK: 114 VF 2 VF(D) 90 VB 77 VT 283

] (e) 13515 Striko DOG: 119 VF 4 VF(P) 92 VB 62 VI 277

: (1) Miscellaneous Strikes
* und Searches: 22 V¥ 1 VF(P) 3 VB 26
2 Vi(N) 2

(g) Total So~tius anu Searches: PP T R R R R E R N N RN ] 1378%

The &rmament consistea, generally, of bombs and rockets, although,
in & limited number of cages, tna torpeco plsunes were armea with tor-
pedoes rather than with bombse

Surprise was not achieved. As has been pointed out earlier, thie
was primarily dus to the faot that the attacks on the Nansei Shoto had
caused tne Japanese to alert their base ol forces for both the SHO One
and £HO Two Operationse It may have alsoc been due to the fact tnat as
} early as October 4th the Japanese nnd received intolligence tnat the
American Navy wes planning to isclate tne Philippines by a big carrier

+ Rotion Neports WASD, HORNET, MONTENEY, “INTREPYD, BURRER HYLL, FANCOCK,
ESSEX, LEXINGTON, PRINCETON, FRANKLIN, SAN JACINTO, ENTERPRISE; also
Aircraft Actica Reports Air Groups 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 15, 13, 19, 20,
27, 28, 61, Attacks on Naensei Shoto, Qotober 10th, 1944.
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air attack on Formosa, and that this attack was to be supported by the
Amorican FOURTEENTH and TWENTIETH fiir Forces, opersting from China basas.¥

The attack on Aparri, which, wiih the fueling course towards north-
eastern Lugcon, COMTHIRDFLT had intended as & diversiasn to confusa the
enemy as to his next target and to indicate that it was Luzon, falled,
for the American planes were met by large numbers of enemy planes and
determined air opposition, as well as by strong anti-aircraft fire.x*
The Japanedé had gone Op a conaral air raid slert at 0340¢%x*

Despite this opposition the American planes pressed home their at-
tacks, and achievad very successful rosults, albeit with coasiderably
higher lossaes than were received in the Nansci Shoto operatione Plane
losaes received by TF 38 from all causes were: twanty VF, two VF(P),
three VF(N), fourteen VB, nine Vi, or a total of forty-eight planes, s@ue
of wnich were jettisoneds The liteguard submarine SAILFISH, off south-
west Formosa, recovered six pilots and five aircrewmen; the TRIGGER, off
northeast Formosa recovered ome pllotesk+* Other pilots and aircrewasa
were racovered by TF 33 Persnunel logsas were heavy, & total of twenbty-
aine pilots and twenty-one aircrewmen being counted lost or mi esing e *wxkk

The attack on Formosa was the third of a series of air strikes
against Japanese power in the Nansei Shoto, Formosa and northern Luzon
areas, whnich strikes as has been pointed out previously, were designed
to provids support to the forthcoming operations by COMSONESPAC for the
seizure oi' Leyte Island. TFormosa was recognizad as & very powerful
bastion, and serious opposition to air ettacki wag expectodessrxws
Might it not have boeen preferable, therefore, had COMTHIRDFLT postponed
fuelinp, and, instead, attacked Formosa on October 11th rather than
Aparri? By attacking Aparri with nothing but fighters, and by remeining

% Waterial Tor situation Lstimates, I 7ol Naction, Naval Gensral
Staff, October 1944, WDC 216764 (miorofilm).
x» Actlon Report COMTHIRDFLT, Report of %“nhe Operations of Western
Pacific Task Forces and THIRD Fleet, serial 0085, January 25th,
19456,
s»* Philippine Area liaval Operations Part 17T, Oztober-December 1944,
Jecond Demobilization Bureau Japannie Govermmert, Octover 1947
Air Action, Cctober 12th, Department of Army Historiecal Division
File No. 8~5, JS-104.
ws+4 War Patrol Report SATLFISH Report of TAELIFTH War Patrol, Serisl
057, December 1lih, 194%; way Patrol Report TRIGGER of T1NTH War
Patrol, Serial 033, November 3rd, 1944,
=xxs¢ Actlon Reports, WASP, HORNET, COWFENS, INTREPID, BUNKER HILL,
HANCOCK, ESSEX, LEXINGTON, LANGLEY, FRANKLIN, ENTERPRISE, BELLEAU
WOOD; also Aircraft Action Reports Air Groups 7, B, 11, 13, 14,
16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 44, Attacks on Nansel Shoto, October 10th,
1944,
ssesex CTF 38 Operation Order 11-44, Serial 00020, October 1st, 1544e
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in the fueling area trroughout daylight on “he 11th - which fueling area
was bearing about 075°(T), distant about 320 ~iles from Aparri and about
110°(T), distant about 37C niles from Garan Bi, the southern extremity of
Formosa - COMTYIRDFLT indicated to the Japansse, who knew the location of
TF 38 with reasonable accuracy,* that his next attack might well Ve on
Formoga rather than on Luzon. In addition, the day's delay occasioned by
tho fueling and the fighter strikes on Aparri on October 1llth, gave the
Japanese an additional day to appraise tho situation and to determire
whether these carrier strikes were, in effeot, nothing but raids, ser-
iously destructive it is true, but stili railds, or whether they were the
vangusrd of an amphibious operation designed to seize some vital area of
the Nansei 3hoto-Formoss-Philirpine Islund chain.

This view is supported by Japanese records which state that theres
wers no spocial air alerts on Formosa during October llth, but there was
a gpecial air alert on Formosa at 0334 October 12the%+

Thet COMTHIRDFLT also ooncurs with this view is clear, for he wrote
later: "The fundemental mistake was mine: I should have struck Formosa
first; not only was it stronger, but it had been alerted by the Nansei
Shoto strikes."s** Evidently, in the opinion of COMPHIRDFLT, the fuel--
ing on the 1llth, which was ordered in the basic plan, could have been
postponad without seriovusly affwobing hies freedom of actione This opin-
ion is borne out by a studv of the cruising radii ol the principal ships
of T® C8. The CL'e and CA's had the lowest cruising radii of the prin-
cipal shipse Allowing for a 40% fuel reserve, and assuming that the gen-
ernl operating speed of the task groups wes twenty-tive knots,wss* these
crulsers had a cruising endurance of at least four and onv-half dayse
This would have permitted continuous operations throughout the 12th,
with refueling probebly necessary on the 13th. Actually, the general
oporating speed of the task groups was somewhat less than twenty-five
knots, with a consesquent increase in crulsing radii, The destroyers, and
probably the WICHITA, would in general nave required one refueling from
the combatant ships during this time. Aviation gagoline, wnile important,
wag not & goveruing factore

In addition to the above strikes, CTF 38 made two limited searches.
One search by four VI snd three VB planses from the ESSEX, departing at

+ COVSOWESTAC Dispatoh 111258, october 1944, to Commander FIFTH
Base Air ¥orce, WDC Document 160264, NA 12546,
++ Detailed Action Report No. 1, Kobi Naval Air Group, Octaber 12th,
1944, WOC Document 1€0495.
w4s Fleet Admiral W.F. Halsey and Lte. Comdr. J. Brysn IIT, USNR, Admiral
Ralsey's Story, McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., Now York, 1247, ragv
20¢%.
wss% Woar Service Tuel Comsumplion of UsSe Naval Surfaoe Vessels, HTP 218
September lst, 1945,
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0653 and returning aboard at 1128, covered the gector between 050°(T)
and OBO°(T), to a distance of 275 miles. The objectives cof this search
wera (a) the discovery of any enemy shipping and (b) the reconnoitering
of “iyako Jima. The search was negative, excepting that one additional
new airfield was discovered on Miysko Jima.* One land attack plane was
shot down at 0825 and one two-engine land beaber at 0940, The other
search by two VF(¥) planes from the HA%COCK, departing at O7C0 end re~
turning aboard at 1150, covered the seotor 220°(T) to 250°(T), to a dis-
tance of 250 miles.** The ohjeciivo of this search was the discovery of
enemy shipping. Yo shipping was found.

Why COMTHIRDFLT did not counsider {1t advisable to make any protec-
tive searchos to discover whether or not his oparations had enticed the
Jopenesc carrier force out of the Inlend Sea, is not clear, TDerhaps he
felt that submarino recounaissance would keep him advisod as to enemy
movements from the Empire - and particularly from the Inland Sea, but
this is doubtful as he hud previously indicated to CIHCPOA the nocessity
for incroasing the submarines in the Empire areas to inswe advanced in-
fornation concerning any enemy sortiess Perhaps he thought that searchos
by American planes from Saipan would scroon hime However, diagram “B*
ghows that the POA submarines bofore October 12th were not strategically
jocated to discovor, with reasonable effectiveness, the rmovements of
Japanese naval forces towerd Formosa, and, in addition, shows that the
1imiting radius of the Saipan based searches was roughly 200 miles short
of Okinawa, thus leaving a vast ares of navigable water between Kyushu
and Formosa entirely unsearchod by American aircraft. Perhaps he ex-
pected to hear of enemy movements from CINCICA whose intellipence in the
past had been surprisingly accurates DBut hero apain thore was danger,
for no ono could foretell when the enemy might succeed in operating in
seorecy. Even though the operation appeared to be proceeding according
to plan, was there not reason to view the unfolding situation with in-
tellipent suspicion? Was it not an eneny capability to havo moved his
carriers secretly into the area whence his planes, operating in con~
junotion with the IFormoaa based planes, might have oporated directly
from the carriers against TF 38, or indirectly by staging through For-
mosa fields?

Throughout the dey TF 38 maintained, in goneral, o combat air patrol
(CAP) over onch task group of twelve 4o sixteen VF and & snooper anti-
submarine patrol (SNASP) of about four VI - four VT planes. The CAP

+ Kirorart Action Report Air Group 15, lorwarded by ESSEX, Serial 024,
Novembor 3rd, 1944.

% Action Report HANICOCK, Report October 6th-3lat, 1944, Serial 0100,
Novembor 3rd, 1944.
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claimed having shot down neer the force 2 total of fifteen planes of
various typese*

On numerous occasions during daylight howrs, the various task
groups contacted enemy aircraft by racdar, showing clearly that TF 38 was
being continuously suooped by enemy planese Although a number of these
snoopers werse shot down, the enemy persisted in continuing the sncopling
operationse+* While all of the reasons for this may not have been en-
tirely clear to CTIF 38, or to COMTHIRDELYT, one reason became obvious a3
night fell, for commencing at about 1900 and continuing steadily through
most of the night, the Japanese launched numorous torpedo plane reids,
ag well as herassiug operations, against the task groups ¢f TI 38, con-
centrating mostly on TG 3842 which was northernmost, and therefore
nearest Formosa. These raids employed both "window"*» and %“rlares™ to
confuse the task groups.**+* ifany of the raids closed to within gurfire
range of the screens, but were drivon off without succeeding in making a
single torpedo hit or accomplishing any material damage whatsoovers

By midnight TG 38.2 had destroyed nine enemy planes by AA Tire,s*x*»%
TG 3843 one,*sk*éx and TG 3844 twokikriss - & total of twelve planes.
This was & modest estimate for the Japanese admitted losing forty-two
planogex*+»sxxx It isg asguned that the lergor portion of these forty=two

» Operaticnal Summaries ol Carrier Surikes, TOMIIRDILT, Sorial
0074, October 27th, 1944.

#% Action Reports CTG 38.1, Serial 001C1, December 1944; CTG 38e3,
Serial 0091, Decembor 8th, 1944; CLG 384, Serial 00263, November
16th, 1544 and Nar Diary COMCARDIV 4 (CTG 3842), October 12th,
1944

«** Window is the name for strips of frequency-cut foil, wire or
bars, usually droppod from planes or expelled from shells or
rockets as & radar countermeasure. (Pictionary of United Stutes
ilitery Torms for Joint Usage, cSune 1950).

s»+%% Action Report CTG 384, Operations Apainst Okinawa Jima, Formosa,
Luzon, Philippine Islands, Visayus Philippine Tslands in gupport
of the occupation of Leyvte, Philippine Islands, October 7th-21st,
1944, Sorial C02063, Novomber 1Gth, 1944.
asxxx Action Report CTG 38,2, Rkeport October 6th-November 3rd, 1944,
Serial 0040, November 8th, 1944.

«+sxax Action Report MOBILE, Carrier Air Strikes on Formosa and the
Pescadores, and Enemy Air Attacks on Task Force 38, October
1zth-13th, 1544, Serial C025, Cctobor 21st, 1944

susiiux Action Report GRIDLEY, Serial 027, October 28th, 1944; alsc
Action Report BAGLEY, Serial 054, October 31st, 1944.

sunkrsss Dotailed Action Report No. 6, 708th Attack Unit, 762nd Air
Group; Searches and Patrols of "Is” (Shinchiku) Sector,
October lst-17th, 1944, WDC Documsnt 160579, NA 12297; also
‘tgmorandum notos of Captain Bunzo Shiba'a, TJV, Staff Cfficer,
Second Air Fleet Octover 10th-23rd, 1944, Department of the
Army Historiocal Division Misrofilm H5-22, Ttem B.
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planes were unable to return +0 base because of gunfire damage or opera-
tional failures and crashed at sea teyond the range of visibility of TF
38, The Japanese admitted the luss of fifty-seven planes during the ate

tacks on Formosae

Despite (a) the strong initial opposition encountered at Formosa
{although this opposition fell off markedly during the day as & result
of the Amerizan air strikes),* {b) the probeble flying in of replacemonts
during the night wrhich would increase the Japan»se defensive nowar, and
(c) the fact that the location of his command was not only acourately
knoan to the Japanese, but wa:j oven now under continued night torpedo
attack, COMTHIRDFLT made prepuretions to continue the planned attacks on
the following dey. That this decision wes correct ig ovident, for the
primary objective of the alr strikes against Formosa was the donial of
that base as a steging point to Japsnese aircraft. Such sircraft present-
ly there, or such eircraft which might be moved there from northern bages,
or even from the Empire, must be prevanted from proceediny, south to inter-
fore with the Allied landings at Leyte. Should this objective be success-
fully accomplished, the interference with tho Leyte landings would noces-
sarily be heavily reduced. GOMPHIRDELT hoped to accomplish this by the
destructinn of ememy eircraft, aircraft and port facilities, ground in-
stallations, and shippinge** This was in accordance with his directive
from CINCPOA which stated, in part, "advisable infliet lasting dumage on
instrllations and port facilitics in Formosae e*s

From reports of his pilots COMTHIRDILY was aware that his strikes
that day had been extremely sucoesstul, but he was also uware thut doapite
this success, the above objective had only boen partially accomplisher,
ls realized that there was much more to bo done, ~nd determined *huat, un-
less his losses through nipght air attucke becaome unacnoptable, wiiich was
extrersly unlikely, continuance on ths 13th of striles similar tc thoso
made on the 12th, gave the best prospects cf cccompliahing his o jective.

(v) Operations oa Cctober 13th:

After midnipht the onemy maintaired air prosgus on
TF 38, but did not attacks However, all prcups ware cou:iwtly tred
until about 0430 us shown by the numercus contacte on tha ©ndsr sCroefde
Although the absence of enemy sir attack may have been partially dus to
the employmant of maneuver and to the employment cf smoke screene, kAT
was most probably due to the fact that the Jupsnese had oxponded thu'y

* Wor Diary COVIHAIRDFLT, October 12th, 19413 also Action Report CTG 38.4
Cperations Against Ckinawe Jima, Formoss, Luzon, Philippinc Islando,
Visayas Philippine Islands in suprort of the ocoupation of Leyte, Phil-
i{ppine Islends, October Tth=21s6t, 1944, Serial CO263, November 16th,
1944, page 7.

#% COMLEIRDFLYI Operaticn Order 21-44, Dispetch 031600, Cctober 1944.

«xx CINCFOA Dispatch 050543, Cctober 1944 to COMTHIRDMLT.
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maximun powoer in the many attacks made prior to midnighte As &n indica-
tion of the Japanese method cf harassing a task group, CTG 38.4 stated,
mthat between 1850 the preceding evening and U400 October 13th, his task
group had been subjeoted to a total of 47 raids, consisting of enemy
snooper search and attack planese He further reported that about twenty
of these raids had closed to gunfire range of the screen, always coming
in singly and breaking off when fired upcne No enemy plane got inside
the screen.“* Such operations kept the task force at general quarters
throughout most of the night, and were effective in increasing the fatigue
of all rands, but particularly of the gun crews, fire control, ship con-
trol, and the combat intelligence center partiess

TF 33 arrived on schedule in its mean dewn launching position about
seventy miles bearing about 110°(T) from Seikoo Road, Formosa. As no
dawn attack by the enemy developed, CTF 38 commenced launching his init-
jal attack at about 0614 without enemy interferencee Suurise was at
0644.

The flying conditions were average with surface winds from the north~
sast of about twenty-eight knots. Cumulus clouds covering about 4/10 of
the sky prevailed throughout the day, excepting during the afternoon from
1200 to 1800 when these clouds covered 8/10 of the skye The visibility
was about fitteen miles; the sea was moderate, with increasing swells
from the northeaste** Over the target weather conditions were generally
good, although a weak to moderate cold front passed northwest to south-
east over Formosa, and obscured the target for everal hours during its
passage. Very low ceiling and heavy squalls covered northern Formosa in
the afternoon.

As in the previous day's attack, this attack was, in general, a
dawn fighter sweep followed by air strikese On this day there were but
threo air strikes (ABLE, BAK:R and CHARLIE). However, there werse, in
addition, two small air searches interposed between the above strikes
and two early afterncon fighter sweepse The dawn fighter sweep was
designed to gain command of the air over certain Formosa airfields. TG
38,1 was to gain command over Heito and Takao airfields; TG 382 over
Shinchiku airfield and Kiirun Bay; TG 3843 over the airfields of northern
Formosa, and alsc over the Pescadores Islands; and TG 3844 over Okayama

¥ AcTion Report CIG oB8e4, Operations Against Okinawa Jima, Formosa,
Luzon, Philippine Islands, Visayas Philippine Islaunds in support,
of the occupation of Leyte, Philippine Islands October 7th-21st,
1944, Serial 00263, November 16th, 1944,

*%* Action Report BELLKAU WOOD, Action Against Nansei Shoto, Formosa,
Luzon ard the Visayas, Philippine Isleands, October 7th-21st, 1944,
Serial 0170, November 3rd, 1544.
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and leito airfieldse* The succeeding air strikes and sweeps wore de-
signed to incresse the destruction wrought cn the precedirng day on the
ground ‘nstellaticns of the more important airfields, notably ileito,
Ckayama, Einensho, Tsito, Kagl, and Toko Scaplane Base, as well as
others in tho strike arca. Cne important Formosa target was the powur
plants et Lake Jitsugetsutan. Also, the installations in the Pescadores
Islands end the installations on )iysko Jima and Ishigaki Jima, where it
wns thoupht that air reinforcements from tho Empire might be agsemblinge
Actualily, no build-up was observed on these fields.

Ia the above strikes TF 38 commenced launching plenes on combal
missions as follcws:

Timo Totals
(a) 0414 F.ghter Sweep: 134 VI 1 vIr(P) 138
() 0731 Strike ABLL: 97 V¥ 5 vI'(F) 1¢4 VB o1 oy 287
(n) 090C Strike BAKEK: 8BS VI & ve(r) 85 VB 51 VT 222
(d) 1100 strike GUARLIX: 132 vy 6 Vi(i) 84 VB o8 vr 290
{o) Miucellanoous Strikes
and Sourchos: 20 Vi 3 ve(L) N VB 4 VI(uH) 40
4 V(") -
(1) Total Sortios und SourchuS: ese.eessssessssssor ssnas:seanss 974

The armumnent consisted peneraily of bombs and rockets, althourh on
one strike four torpudo plancs {rom Lhe ESSEX wore armed with Lorpedoes
instoad of homobs, Theso tornedses were to be employod apainst the dam
al. Lake Jitsupotsutsu, buc unfortunetely thlg luke could not bo found by
this gtrike, und thu Loron’ ns were employed unsuccossfully apuinst somo
lossor torpots

suturally, as on tho sirikos of tho provious day, surpriso wuy not
achievod, slthough tho opposit'ou was loes than oxpoctode Althourh thoro
ha? boon some roinforcement of Japuncso air overnipht, the Americun planon
presecd homo thoir attacks, and once again ackioved successful results.
powever, in view of the numerous virfields, most of which had not boen
kno.m to CTF 38 previous tc his strikes on Cetober 12th, it was "found

T Action Roports WASI, LORNET, MONTRREY, TNTRETTD, AUWKS HILL,
HANCOCK, CABCT, ESUEX, LEXINGTON, poUNCETCN, FRANKLIR, BNTXRPRISE,
SNLEIENDENCE, GBLLEAV W7D alsce alreraft Action Roporto Air
Groups 7, 8, 'Y, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 2¢, 21, 27, 2, 29, 41,
Attacky on Fumwesu, Octobor 13ih, 1944,
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impossible to destroy all aircraft and neutralize all air installations«™
In the TG 383 area alons there were at least fifteen airfields instead

of the four indicated in tho intelligsace material available prior to

the operatione*

Plane lossos received by TF 38 from all causes wore: six VF, five
VB, one VT, or a totnl of twelve planes, some oi which wore jattiscned.
The lifepuard submarine SAILFTSH, of £ Southwost Formosae, recovered one
pilot who had boen sha® down the previous day:‘ Jthor pilots and air-
crewmen were rccoversd by TF 38. Personnel losses were a votal of nine
pilots and four aircrewmen being counted as lost or missinge*+*

The two air searches were designed to discover whether any snemy
shipping or presumably any enemy tagsk forcos were in the wuraas gearcheds
The forencon search, composad of six VI, one vi(P) and six VB planos
from the WASP, was scheduled to search the Bagshi Channel,x*%% but for
reasons not explained, vas divertsd as an attack group to Batan Island
vhere thz inotallations on Basco Airfield weore succogsfully attackads
fhie soarsh and attack group departed at 0753 and returned gt 1300 %kkk*#
The aftorr.. n saearch, composed of five v, 8ix V3, from the FRANKLIM,
searched tho seotor 060°(T)~090°%(T), to a distance ~f 275 miles, with
negative rosults. Oue two-enpine lund bowber wiu ahot down at 1640%"****
This search departed at 153C und returnad at 1730.

Othor than these two cxtremely limitod searches, COMTHTRDI'LT nade
uo protestive air soarches whatsSoevers

Throurhout the duy TF 38 maintained, in genoral, a combat air
patrol (CAP) over ewnch tagk group of gipht VF to fourtoen VI and a
enooper unii-submarine patrol (SHMASI') over each tauk group of from two
Vi - two Vi planss to four Vi - four VI plannses The CAP clafmod having

* hotion noport GLG 3tes, Report ST aLelo of Formosu, sorial O009),
Ducumbor 8th, 1944.
w% War UVotrol Report SAILFISH, Report of TYWELFTH War Patrol, Serlal
( 7, Dacombor 11lth, 1944.
+%» Action Ruports WASE, HORNET, MONTHIEY, INTRENID, BUMKeR HILL,
HANCOCK, CABUT, 1NDEPEIDENCE, BSSEX, LEXINGTON, PRINCBION,
WRANKT, LN, BHTRRPRISE, BELLEAU 3°CD, ulso Alrcraft Action Reports,
Air Groups 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 1%, 18, 19, 20, ?L, 27, 28, 24,
ALLocke on Pormosa, Cctoher 13th, 1944
weks CTF 30 Oporation Ordoer 11-44, Serial 00020, Octobor lst, 1944.
wer4% Airvorafl Action Report Air Group 14, forwarded by WASE, Suriul
0114, Wovombor Sth, 1944e
swamae Adprornft Action Report Alr Group 13, Porwarded by RAUKLIN,
Suprial 071, Yovomber 6th, 1944
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shot down near the forco a total of iwenty-one enemy planes of variow
types o*

CTF 38 had schaduled four air striles, but dwring the late fore-
noon ho directed trat no planes were to be launched after 1400e** This
forced the task group cormenders to cancel the fourth strike (DOG)e CTF
38 appears to have ordered the 1400 deadline because he realized (a)
that his position was well known to the Japaaese who had snocped him all
day and (b) that Japonsgse air reaction agairst nis tesk force was a very
stronz capability, and he did no% wish o bo caught recovering his planes
ai duske** In this connection, it should be pointed out that the aver-
age time in the air of his various strixes waa ebout four hours, although
gowe flights were as long as five hours. Sinco sunset way at 1826 and
since evoning twilisht endod ut ubout 194C, there was a period between
sunset and darkness of about seventy-four minutes wherein his task lorce
would bs particularly vulnorable to Japaneso air nttack., His estimate
of the situation was corroct, for as evoning twilight was falling TG's
38,1 and 38.4 were attacked by Japanese “orpedo planes. The hour chosen
b the Japancse was cxcellemt for “it wos diffioult to spot tho nttackers
but not so difficult for thom to spot surface targets."*%x In cho coge
of 1¢ 38.1, the Japanocso planea flew low and there was no radar warning
vefore they wore discovered visually by the WICHITA. The altack wan made
Ly eight land-attack planes attacking simultancouslye Altaough the task
group succneded im shooting dovm by AA fire six of those plenes, one of
thom, at 1835, succeedsd in torpedoing tno CANBLRRA, effectively disabl-
ing her by flooding both enginoruoms and the aftor firerooma.**x This
plano was shot down by AA firce The attacl: on TG 3844 on the other hand
waa conducted by torpedo plancs of the land-attack and land-bomber typos
Ter cf those planos attecked, generally in pairs, over a forty minute
periode Itive planey woro shot down Ly AA fire, and one by AA fire and
an BNTERFRISE Mighter, boforo they »-ad accomplished any serious dami 0 e
Thoy succoeded, howeve:, in ponetrating the scoreen and in launching
torpedoes ut the FRANKLIN and the SAN JACTNTO.+#%% A1l torpedoos missode
Howevar, one of these torpedo plauny at 1831 in attompting to crash tho

v Oporationsl Summaries of Torrior Strikes, COMTIRDILT, Seriul
0074, October 27th, 1%44.
+% Action Report CTG 38e3, Report of Yattle of Mormosa, Seriual

00Y1, Decomber B8lh, 1944

wwx Actlon Roport CTG 3841, Oporations vpainst Okinnwa, TFormosg,
northorn Luzon, Leyte vuud thu Jupanose Iloot, October 2nd-29th,
1944, Serlal NC1OL, Docomber 15th, 1944.

esss pction Roport C1G 38e4, Oporations Apainst Ckinewa Jima, lFormnosd,
Luzon, Philippine Tarands, Viocuyus Philippine Islonds in support
of Ltho occupution of Loyte, Thilippine 1sland«, Octobor 7Tth-2lut,
1044, soriul 00263, November 1dth, 1944, pare Ye
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FRAN¥LIN slid across the flight deck doing superficial damagos* In the
above two attacks CTG 38.1 and CTG 3Be4 btelieved that they had destroyed
ty AA fire thirteen enemy plancse** Actually the Japanese reported los-
ing twenty planese*t* TFour of the seven (twenty-thirteen) additional
Japauese planes lost were shot down by the ENTERPRISE CAF, the remaining
throe were lost apparently due %o battle damagee

The terpedoing of the CANBIRRA was ,eported to COMTHIRDFLT at 1842,
and immediately presented a new, but certainly not unexpected situation
to that commander. Ho immedialely re-opcimated the situatione. It was
clear that two principal courses of aotion prosented themselvos: (a)
he could endeavor to save tha CiNDERRA, or (b) he would have to sink the
CANBERRA ,*+** as she had no moans of propulsione The tasic consideration
was, of course, whether salvage operations would make it necessary to
cancel or to reduce his scheduled air strikes ageinsi Luzon and the
Visaycs in support of COMSONESFACts scheduled operations 8o seriously as
to make the net result uunacceptabls. He decided that ho would endeavor
to save tha CANDERRA and et the same time carry out the schndulead air
girikes.s*¥*% llo resgoned as follows: (a) his basic plan called for
the retirement of TF 38 during the night and the following day to the
fueling arem, where it wus to bo re-fusled on Octobor 15th, then for
corrier strikes by TG's 2842, 38.3, and 38.4 against Luzon on Octobur
16th and 17th, and by T¢ 38,1 against the Visayns on the same datese
Since he had refusled but two deys before, there was sufficient fuel
cvallable within his task foroe to vermit goveral more deys of" twonty-
five knot combat operations; (b} shculd ho have good fortuue it would
require about ono day to tow the CANBERRA out of the more offective
aroas of Japancse aireraflt oporations, (at the time of torpedoing she
yus beuring 104°°T), distant wninety miles from Seikooc Road, Formosa,
and in twenty-four hours at four und ono-half knots she should have

dowbled that distance)s During this time T 38 would bo required for
countorbombing thoso ..newy eirfields from winioh aircraft mipht be em-
ployed against the CANBERRA. This included lFormosa and northern Luzon
airfieids; (c) own submerines nresented no problom, since tha zone

+ hotlon Report FRANRLIN, Operations Agninot the bnomy ut
Nansei Shotos, Normosu und the Fhilippine Islands, Octobar
7¢h-21at, 1944, Sorial 0039, OctoLor 31lst, 1944, Purt II,
pogo 4e
s+ Oporational Summaries of Carrior Sirikes COMTIIRDFLY, Serial
0074, Ootober 27th, 1944,
wsd Philippines Ares MNaval operutivis Pt 11, Octobers=llecember
1944, Socond Domobilization Jureeu Japunsse Governmont, Octobur
1947, Department c¢f the Army gigtorical Divisinp File No. 8-5,
wwnk JS=1044
war Instructions, UsS.
wasrs COMTHLRDILY Disputch 131137,

Tavy, 1924, TP 143, Para. 13174,
Dctobor 1944 to C1HCPQA.
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classifications for operstions in CTNVQY CCLLEGE nhad been extendsd through
October 16th;» (d) there were sufficient escort sircraft carriers within
TG 30.8 the fueling group, tc provide adequate air cover over TG 30.3.

He could divert these escort carriers to intercept TG 30.3 and act as uir
covar for that force.** Once thess escort carriers had joined - about
October 16th - they would release the covering task groups of TF 38; (e)
he could assign a new fueling rendezvous for CTG 30.8, the fueling group;
and (f) if the -ituation improved on the following dey he could divert to
their fueling rendezvous those task groups not required to protect the
CANBERRA .

In making this decision to save the CANBERRA, it should be clear
that COMTHIRDFLT felt fully confident of his ability to cuarry out his re-
maining basie objectives - the destruction of aircraft and air installa-
ticons on Luzon and in the Visayas - cn the dates scheduled in his Opera-
ticn Plan 21-44.*»x In view of hig apparent sbility ut this time to
carry out his scheduled uir strikes in support of COMSOWESPAC's planned
operations, his decision to modify his basic plan, in order to salvage
the CANBERRA, i3 considered sound.

At 1910 he desipguated a new fueling rondezvii, Lo TG 30.8¢%s» At
1919, in accordance with his protection of the ua¥BERRA objoctive, he
directed CTF 38 to sweep Formosa on the moruning of October l4th with three
task groups, instead of retiring as plunned, and on the same day to sweep
the airfields at Aparri and Laoag on rorthorn Luzon, in order to prevent
concentration and hoavy cowtorattuack by Japoncse air.**#x CT!" 38 desip-
nated TG's 38.1, “8,2 and 38,3 for the Formose attack and G 48.4 for the
Luzon attackekersk

COMTHIRDFLT at 2000 dirocted CTI 57 (Commander Forward Aroa) to form
a task growp to be xnown as TG 30.2, consisting of CRUDIV FIVE (CHESTER,
SALT LAKE CITY, IEMSACCLA), ond six destruyurs (CASE, CASSIN, CUMMINGS,
DUNLAFP, DOWNES aud FAGNLNG),+#*** and to dispatch it to cocort the CAN-
BERRA ##»»¥xx  1hig wag effectud at Saipan at 2200.x¥xxsxxs  Ho alas
dirvctud thoe tup MUNSEE, which wag standing by at soa, to reliove the
VWTCHI A, which, at 2215, had tnken tho CANBERRA in tow and had hoaded on
course 133°(") towards Latitude 17°.00:N, Longitude 170°-00%. . eanwhile,

» CTIRCPOA Dispatoh 070316, October 1944 to COMNTHIWDYLT.
% COMIHIRDILYT Dispatch 131741, October 1944 to CTG 30.8.
w4% COMLLINDIMLT Dispatch 131137, October 1944 to CINCPOA.
++d¢ Wor Diary COMIMIRDMULY Cctobor 13th, 1944,
wxekx fcotion Report CIG 38.1, Operatiouns againee Okinanwa, lormosa,
Northern Luzon, Leyte und the Japanvse IMleet, Octobor 2néd-29th,
1944, Serial 00101, Docember 1lbth, 1944,
w4 kioe COMT'HIRDILT Dispatch 1381100, Octobor 1944, to CTF H7.
wewkwnn Yinr Diapry COMTHTRDWLT, October 1Oth, 1944,
wewanins Wor Diory COMSRUDIV b, (OTG 30.2), Cetobor 13%th, 1941,
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CTF 38 had directed COMCRUDIV THIRTEEN, with CRUDLV TEIRTSEN (SANTA FE (F),
MOBILE, BTRMINGHAM), plus DESDIV ONE HUNDRED (COGSWELL, CiPERTON, INGER-
SOLL, KNAPP), all from TG 3843, to screen the WICHITA and CA¥B“RRA* which
he sommenced doing at 2100. Prior to this time this was bzing accomplished
temporarily by tne CCHNOR and the nITRNS aloie. At 2152 the SELL relieved
the CONNOR, which rejoined TG 38e¢le

In accordnnce with the above instructions, CTF 38, with TG's 38.1,
3842, and 3843, remained in the operating area off Formosa to cover the
retiring CANFERRA Group, while at 2201 TG 38.4 headed, on courss 187°(T),
speed nineteen,** to its cawn launching position off northern Luzone¥**
None of these task groupa were attacked nor snooped during the remainder
of the night. The reason ror this was (a) that all Japanese planes availe
able had been employed in the early evening attacks and (b) becauss ithe
Japanese considered it unnecessary to trail TF 38 sinze the succeus of
their evening attacks, resulting in demagod ships, indicated that TF 38
would still be in the Formosa ares at dawng¢s**

(c) Operations on Cctober l4th:

TP 38, less TG 38.4, in accordauce with instruvotions
from COUTHIRDFLT, operuted in an area about 120 miles to the sastward of
Formosa, and remained in a covering position in the vicinity of the CAN-
BERRA Group. It continued to operate throughout the rsmainder of the
nipht without being shadowed or harsssed by Japanose plenes. At 0028
COMTHIRDKLT directed CIG 3842 and CTG 3848, upon completion of the fore-
noon strike, to proceed towurd the rendezvous originally planned for the
October 15th fuoling.s**s+ At the same time he directed CTG 33.1 to pro-
tect TG 30.3. At 0030 COMTHIRDFLY designutud the CANBERIA Group as TG
3043, **+%%% and composed 1t as follows: COMCRUDIV THIRTEWN, CRUDIV THIR-
TEEN, CABOT, WICHITA, CANBEHRA, DESDIV ONZ IMUNDRED, plus TIE SULLIVAMNS
end the STEPHEN POTTER.#**+#

+ War Dlary COMTIRDFLY, October 15Th, 1944,
*% Action Report FRANKLIN, Operatiuns against the Eneny st Nunsei
Shotos, Formosa, and Philippine JTulands, Cotober 7Tth-31lst,
1944, Serial 0039, October 3lst, 1944, Enclouwre (D), papge 4.
xss Action Report CTC 3844, Opsruvions Agalnst Okinaws Jima, Formosa,
ruzon, Vieayas in support of tho oocupation of Leyts, October Tth=
21st, 1944, Seriml 00265, Novembor 16th, 1944, papo 9
w¥sx Commmnder SIATH Bese Air Force Dispatch 131923, Cctober 1944, to
SIXTI! Bass Air Morce WDC Document 160258 NA 12592,
essu® pction Report CTG 381, Operutions Apoinst Okinaws, Vormosa, north-
ern Luzon, l.eyte and the Japanese Flest, Cctober 2nd-29th, 1944,
Serinl 00101, Decewber lbth, 1944; aluso COMTHIRDFLT Diupatch 131628,
Octobar 1944 to CTF 38.
«sxvan Action Huport SANTA FE, period October 13th-17th, 1944, Serial 0382,
tober 29th, 1944.
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At 0304 he directed CTG 30,5 to provide air coverage with land-
bused air for TG 30.3 when practicable and to make a daily report of the
position of that task groupe* Due to the distance of TG 3043 from
friendly air teses it would be several doys befora such air cover could
be provided.

Sometime later, CINCPOA warned CTF 38 that a Japanese air attack on
TF 38 was probable, und at 064% CTF 38 so advised TF 38, CTG 38.1 then,
at 0655, notified CTF 38 and COMTHIRDFLT that, after the departure of
TG's 38.2 and 3843, he would be unable to protect the CAKBERRA dwring
the expected evening twilight Japansse air attackse** This statement of
OTG 38,1 had considerable merit, for is it not clear that if the ontire
task force wans unable to prevent an effective attack on one of its
highly maneuverable task groups, how could one task group aloue be o9x-
pected to prevent such an attack against a slow spoed (fow and one-half
lknot) formaticm, which had no frecdom of maneuver whatsoevor, and which
was stil) within effective range cof Japanese land-bazed aircraft?

Neither COMI'HIRDFLT nor CTF 38 appear to have replied Yo CTF 381,
or to have made any changes in their planse Iu discussing this reaction,
it must be accepted as a fact that both Commanders were fully cognizant
of the situation which the departure of TG'y 3B42 and 3843 wonuld make
with rulation to the defense of TG 30.3, and of the serious problam which
would confront CTG 38,1 Why then did COMIHIRDIFLT persist in his salvapge
oporations? It seems clear {a) that ho wus determined at this time tc¢
carry out hia basic objectives as directed in his Operation Plan 21l-44,
and (b) that, in view of the destruction to ocunemy facilitics in the Nunpsa!
Shoto and in Formosa, and in further view of the evident enemy air weak-
ness in northern Luzon, &3 discoverad in his strikes on that areu on
October 11th, ho assumod that these c¢bjectiives could be carried out suc-
cousfully with lesser forces than oripginally schodulod. Bnged on the
analysis to dato, this soems (o havo boen a reasonable assumptione

Tt slso seoms cloar that he fully realized thut ho might havo ad=-
ditisnal ships torpedoec within TG's 38,1 and 30.3, and might even loue
the CANBERRA. On the othor hand, it tg likely that ho Loped that this
would be wmore of a perasibility than a rrobability, because of sevoral
fuctora, among which vwsroe (o) the additionul destruction which ho hoped
would be accemplished on lormosa by hie forencon air strikes, and by Llhe
atrike of the B-29's of tho China based TWENTILTI! Bombor Command ulao
sched lod for that dey,*#* and {b) the defense which he hoped to cbtainp

T COFITIDFLL Dlepatoh 131004, Oclober 1044 6 CTH'S 30.2, 5043, SU.D.
s% Action Report CTG 38,1, Cperastions A ainst Okinawa, Movrmoosu,
Northern Luzon, Luyte and the Japunese ['loot, October 2nd-29th,
1944, Sorial 00101, Decombur 15th, 1944; uleo CONTHIRDFLY Disputch
131528, Octoboer 1914 to CIl® 38
e+* Dirvctor, Library hiviaion, USAM History, Air Universlty Lettexr
dovomboer 2th, 1950, to Prusident, Nuval Wur Collego.
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from the AL fire of both TG's 3841 and 3043, and from the plancs of TG
28,1 and from the CABCOT, which latter carrisr he had slready designated,
at 0039, as part of TG 30¢3.*

Whatever may have been his reesons, it secems clsar that at this
time he felt that his decision was acceptable. That this decision wus a
courageous one is obvious, for TG 30,3 wus within sasy range of Japanese
land-based pnlanes or almost every type, and CCITHIEDFLT could expect thet
its position was known to the enony at a1l times.

(1} Operations of TG's 38.1, 38.2, 3¢.3 and 30.2
off Formosa:

At 0532 TG 3043 changed course to 120°(T). At
about 0600, CTF 33 commenced launching his planes from TG's 38.1, 38.2 and
38,3 against Formosa without enemy interierence. The tarpets selected
wore Okayama, Heito, Reigaryo, Shinchiku, Karenl'u, Taien, Matsuyams, and
other lcsser airfiolds snd instsllations which presented suiteble tarpgets.
Sunrise wus at 0647,

The flying conditions in the vicinity of the task force were about
average, with cloudy to overcast skies and bruken high, mediwn, and low
cloudse The ceiling at time of launching was 2500 feet, which increased
to wilimited la‘er in the daye "The visivility was pood, with intermittert
light showers. The wind was ncrtheasterly, about twenty-five knots, do-
creusing as the day passed. The gca was rough with moderate swrnllg et

This abtuck differed from the sttacks of previous days, in that it
cousiotod of but ome strike. This strike was designed to increase the
destruction elrcudy wccomplished on the airfislds aud installations or
“ormosa, und to destrcy any Japanese aircraft eicountered, in order to
reduce the posalbility of effective air attacks being delivered apainst
T3 30,3 The strike was made by 146 V+ and 100 VB,

The armament consisted of bombs and rocketss Very little oprosition
ang encounterod. The woather ovor the turget wus penerally satist .ctory,
but the visibility over the pround was bad in a number of important aroas,
because the Japunaese omployed brush fires and smoke pots to cbacure the
turgoto.+**

Plane losses roceived by TG's 28,1, 3842 und 3843 from all causes
wore: sixteen VI, one Vi#(N), five Vi3, and one VI, or & total of tweuty-
three planss, of which nine were jettisnneds Eleven pilois nnd ong

* Nar Diary SIEDPHET POTTER, October ldth, 1944,
=+ Action Report CABOT, Air Cover for TG 30.3 from October 14th-18th,
1944, Serial 063, October lUth, 1944.
s«xx Action Repurt CI'G 3841, Cperatious apainat Okinawa, Formosa,
Northern Luzon, Luyte and the Japanase ileet, Octobor 2nd-29th,
1944, Sorial 00101, Decembor *bth, 1344,
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sircrewmsn were counted as lost or missings Mo pilots or aircrewmen
were recovered by submarines on this daye

Throughout thc ltay TF 38 rmairntained, in geseral, & combat air rpatrel
(CapP) over each task group of from twelve VF in TG %842 to twenty in 1G's
38.1 and 38,3, It alsoc maintained a snooper anti-submarine patrol (SNASF)
aver each task group ranging from eight VF in TG 281 to four VI - four
Vi in TG 3843, and to eight VI' - eight VB/VT in TG 38.2.

This CAP and Si'ASF were necessary, for the various task groups were
being constantly trailed by Japauwse planoes throughout most of the daye
These snooping activities were rather limitod in intensity during the
forenoon, but increasod in intensity dwring tho afternoo:er The CAP
claimod having shot down near the force a total of seventy-six planes of

various typose¥*

During the day, us during the provious day, COMI1LDVWLT made no pro-
tective nir secarches whatsoover, preswuably relying on intelligence from
CINCPOA end from the Allied submariucs to alort him in case cf dangere

At 1100, in accordance with orders sroviously issued by cauyhtarlt,
tho CABOT, Tl SULLIVANS, aud tho STEPMEN FOITER wore detuched from TU 2842
and ordered to join TG 3043,%+* which wus accomplished at 1544 ¢**%x The
HOUSTCN wues also detached from TG 38.7 and directed to join TG 381, wbnk
which she scoomplished at 1620. With the roporting of THL SULLIVALS and
tho STEFHEN POTTER to CTG 3043, the BELL and DURNS woro detachud from that
group and dirocted to rotwrn to TG 381, The CARCE, mounwhile, at 1420,
had launched patrols Lo reliove tho 16 36,1 CAV vvor TG 30,3. Thesc CAECT
patroly consisted of wipht VI for CAD and fowr V¥ - four VI ng SKASDkkes

AL 1135 TG's 3842 oud 2843 departed the Formogn arca for tho fuel-
ing rendozvous with TG 30.8, course 135°(T), spoed tLwonty-four knous st
The defsnse of TG 3043, in addition (o that provided by TG 3043 itlself,
pow foll enbirely ou CTU 38,1, who sivtionod his tush proup in an ares
albout Forty milus to tho worthenst of TG $0.3. Why ne chose such an araw
is not undurstoed, for dous it not soem wore logicsl Lhat he should have
tLukon stubion in the diroction of tho principal enemy uly busus, and thoro-
fore to ke northwoot of TG 30.3, in ordsr to cover adogumtoly that proup

oF Dlorioe, Variono ehips involved, October 14th, 1544,
*+ Cperaticupul Sunmeries of Carriecr Strikoad, CCHLHINDILY, Sourial
€074, Occobur &7il:, 1544.
wik Har Diary STEIMEN FOITER, October 1l4ih, 1544,
s¥4% Actlon Roport CANOT, Adr Cover [for T4 30.3 r'rom Oclobor l4lh-1Lh,
1944, Serial 063, Ocktobor 1l&th, 1944.
seiwn hotion goport HOUSTOM, Woport of Acllions Cceurring Uctobor 12th,
15%h, und 141th, 1944, Sorial (134, Colcbor 2CLh, 1944,
#easrw far Dinry LANGLEY, October l4Lh, 1944,
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from both Formosa and the Nansei Shoto? Also, should he nct have boen
much nearer TG 3C.37

Commencing at sbout 1508 and continuing until about 233G, all task
grougs in the Formosa area, including TG's 3842 and 33.3, were subjected
to continuing air attacks from Japanese planes which, despite the numer-
ous attacks on Formoss, werc in considorable strengthe All CAP's and
SUASP's were thoroughly aceupied in driving off these attacks dwring day-
light hours, and were, in general, highly successful in accumplishing
this objective. COMTIIRDFLT believed thet T 38 hLod degtroyed Hy AM gun=
fire a total of twenty-one planese?

All task groups, with the single oexceptlun of TG 38.1, succoeded in
driving, away eneny plencs which cloaed the various task groups, although
the HANCOCK ia TG 3%e2 rocoivod slight dumuge at 1523 from a 25C kilogram
bomb. TG 36.1 -.as heavily attacked at 13356 ‘sunset was at 1822) by nu-
merous two-engine land bomboers carrylng torpedoose Although tho task
group succeoded in shooting down ten enemy planns, the light cruiser
HOUSTON was, at 1841, torpedved amidships,** which resulted in the flood~
ing of both firerooms and the forward engineroome At 1612 she reported
that all power was lost and that she had a seven degroe 1ist to port.se*
In view of the mauy conflicting reports which ho received from her repair
parties, wnich indicated that sho could not bo saved, the Commending
officor advised CIG 28,1 at 1933 that, ag she was broaking up, he planned
to ebandon here CIG 381 coucurrod in this view, stating, "if you are
bresking up, abandon phip ¢ haks

®he porsomnel uv: tho HOUSTON, ul 1040%*xt+ comnenced abandoning ship
by lifo raft flcutor net, and M simply juwrping overboardes~kss* The Com=
manding Officer, at 2007, did not cousidor thuti she could be towod and 8o
roportud to CTG 38el.%#% CTG 38,1 theu ardered COMDESDIV NINETY-TWC in
the 2OYD with tho GRAYSON and COWELL to expedite retting personnel off the
LOUSTON, and to sink her with torpedoes when persomel wore clearexx¥¥
The position of the HOUSTON st this Line was bearing 104°(r), distent 150
miles from Soikoo Buy, bFormossa; 2077(1), dlstunt 145 miles from Miyako
Jims; and 027°(1), distuut 288 wiles from Aparri, Luzon.

» Oporutional Sumarios of corrior styikes CTWILIRDPLY, Sorial
0074, October 27ih, 1944
s+ Acticn Report HOUSTON, Report of activng Ocourriug leth, 1l3th,
end 14th, October 1944, Sorial 0134, October 20tk 1944,
seh Hor Diary CIG 381, October 14th, 1U44.
wxxt Actiou Report CTG 38,1, Operations Apainst Crinawa, Formosa,
lorthorn Luson, Leyte snd tho Japuncse .ol Oct;ober 2ud-29th,
1944, Seriasl 00lCL, Decomber 1bth, 1944.
wxdxr War Diary COVEBLL, October ldth, 1944.
wxskaw War Diary BOYD, Cctober 144k, 1944.
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Then, at 201G, the Commanding Officer, HOUSTON, signalled that he
desired a towe* At 2030 the Commanding Officer, HOUSTON, decided she
could be saved and ordered the abandonment discontinuede** At 2054, CIG
38,1 directed COMCRUDIV TEN in the BOSTON o tow the HOUSTON out of the
areas* Thirty-three officers and 743 men who were lator picked up Ly the
throe destroyers, had abandoned ship by this time.+*

COUTHIRDFLT now re-estimated the situation. He wns confronted with
o situstion mca3what similar to that which he had faced on the previous
avening when the CANBERRA wus torpedoed. lowover, tonight's situation was
the more serious, in 'hat he now had two dsmaged cruisers instead of ono,
and therefore he hed to decide (») whether “to sink the two eripplod
cruisers and withdraw tho fleet," or (b whether ™to endoavor to tow the
cripples to safety. **x*

Once again the boaslc consideration should have been, of courso,
whother salvage operations would make 1t necessary to cancel or to reducc
so soriously his scheduled air strikes apainst Luzon and the Visayas, in
support of COMSCWiSPAC's scheduled operstions, w3 to make the unet result
unacceptable,

Ig this caco COMPEIRDILT decided to save both cruisors.is* lo
gtotod thet he plauned to accomplish this by assuming the offensive and
attacking the Japanese airfields in Luzoa, bscuuse these airfields wore
the prcbablo sourco of the most effective Jupanoge air attacks, sinoe
Formosa und Okiunava would soon be out of effoctive rango.*** o makes
no reference in any of the matorial available to this gtudy of the necws~
sity tor carrying out his basic objectives as dirseted in his Cpuration
Plan 21-44 and of the uscessity for striking Luzon and tho Vissyas in
furtherance of those baslc objectives.

It would appear from the sbove reasoning thet COMTHIRDILT hod tow-
porarily modified his basic plan; had thorefore cuncelled temporarily
further air operations in support of thoss objectivoes and had sdoptoed
L1istoud 8 protoctive objoctive for CLG 78.1 - notably the sulvaging of
the CALBLRKA snd [ICUSTONe Thia is not believed to have been the caue.
Rathor, it would appuar from the dispatches which he issued ourly the
following moruning, that he had detormined to corry out his bLasic objec-
tives and would therofore strike Luzon and the Visayss with hoavy air
strikos es soon as fusled, and that he folt that he could vasily ac-
complish these basic objoctives es woll as malvage the CANBERRA and

v Actlon Report COMGRUDIV TEN, Octover end-29th, 1944, Jerlial 0022,
October 29th, 1944, papre 8.
*% War Diery ['OUSTCN, Cctober 1l4th, 1944.
«v¢ War Dinry, COMUNIYDFLT, Octobur l4th, 1944,
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LCU3TCN bocause the air strikos which woulc protect the damaped cruisers
would wlgo accomplish the basic objectives. He appeers to have reasoned
about ng follows: (a) Owing to his commitmonts with regard tc the CAN-
BERRA and HCUSTON Groups, he would not bu able to carry out the full air
strikes planned againai Luzon and the Visayas for Cctober 16the ile had
planned, on that date, %o strike Luzon with TG's 3842, 38.3 and 38.4, and
the Visayas {Leyte, Cebu, Nogros) with TG 38.1.» Trom a chart analysis
he could soo thut nw weuld 5till be ~kle to sirike the Visayas on Octover
16th as plamicd with ove *task group (TG 38423, but would unt be able to
strikeo Luzon as plamned with three task groups. Instead, but one task
group (v 3844), would be nveilnble for these latter strikos. However,
he realizod Lhkat TG 58,4, which wus enroute to its fueling rendozvous,

could be made available for nn additicnal strike on Luzon on the follow-
ing day, Octobur 15ths e rossonod that theso strikes, plus tho offec-

Live non-schoduled air strikes he had just comploted upainst Formosa

wilh TG's 8.1, 3942 und 3843, und against Aparri with TG JU.4, were the
aquivalent of the plannod striles, and thorelore by exccutiiug thrm he
weuld be offeclively ceryying out his air operations in support of hia
busic cbjectivogs (b) I'e roallzod that TI 38 wae somewhat low on fuel,
bul: he was comvunsatiug for this at tho presont time by dignateliing TG's
3042 and 3043 1o fucl on tho following morning, Cctoboer 15th., He realized
further that jrior te the air oporations in tno Philippine aros he would
huve to fuol Ti's 33,1 snd 384 slsoe Irom o churt analysis he was sabis-
ried ihat this could Lo offectively completed by ebout noon on October
1eth, at which time he would huave availablo all four carrier tack groups,
not ualy fully tuelod, bub with their aircralft and pilot losscu generally
roplacud Ly replucouwents from hiu fucling pgroup, TG 5048 (¢} IMinully,
ho ostimalod Lhat his NOUSTON Group ond hio CALDERHA Group would worpe

on Lho foilowing day at aboul 120¢ at which time thoy would be roupghly
168G milos feom Soikoe Ray, Formosa. Ho seems to have felt that, slthough
ihis position wus within runpe of Juponese land-based aircraft from For-
mosa, rorthern Luson and Sakashima Gunto, Lhesy ranges were steadily in-
crensing nnd thorefore, unless the Japunese struck by air somstimoe on the
16th, the PCUSTCK wnd CALDURZA Groups would be offectively clear of ailr
abtuck from Jupuness land bascs by ourly moraing on the 17the Noanwhile,
ho plonned to conlinue Lo omploy T6 28.1 vu cover for the MOUSTON and
CARMERGA until wurly aftoruoon, Oclobur 16th, whon he planued to dotuch
it te its Pucling reondozvous.

It seoms clear thut COMIEIRCFLY wag ablu to enrry out sffoctlivoly
oither Lho scheoduled air strikes, or their shuivel b, apainst Luzon and
the Visuyas in suflicient time to support adecuatoly COMSONESPAC!S
plannod oporationse iiis dociston therufore, to modify his besic plan
£o Lho oxtent of sulvaging Lho CANBERGA sud tho HCUSTCN 1o considorod
gound e

T ST Uporatlon frdor 11-44, sorial 00020, 0ctobor Tut, 1544,

-11Yy-




e

[T i

COMRILENT It

At 2102, COMTHIRDFLT directsd CTG 38.1 to remain in vicinity HOUSTON
and BOSTON.*

At 2135 he directed the flset wug PAWNEE to rendezvous with the
HOUSTON Group s Jawa October 1C+th, to then relieve the BOSTON which was
to rejoin TG 3%.0 «*

At 2320, the BOSTON wrrived, tovk the HOUSTON iu t-ow and coumenced
withdrawel Irom the combat arcr.*»**x S)e endeavored to steer course 150°
(T), but owing >0 difficultics with tho HOUSTON was not able to steer
this course st adiiye 6She made good an average speed of about two and
ono--half knots.t**% The position of the HOUCTON at thie time was bear-
ing 107%{1), di