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FOREWORD

This analysis of the 0000 October 20th -~ 1042 October 23rd phase
of the Battle for Leyte Gulf which embraces in general the operations
wherein SOWESPAC forces, supported by FOA forces, seized footholds in
the Leyte Gulf area of the Philippineg, and the Japanese reactions
thereto, was prepared by the Naval War Colldge, It is based on infor-
mation from both Allied and Japanese sources which is wider and more
complete than that available to writers on this subject up to this
time. It endeavors to maintain at all times, the viewpoint of the
commanders of the units on both sides,

It follows directly the (a) preliminary phases including the
Battle off Formosa, which were analysed in Volume I and (b) next
phase which embraced the overations of the SEVENTH Fleet Advance
Foerces in Leyte Gulf prior to D-day which were analysed in Volume II.
A knowledge of both of these phases is essential for the proper
understanding of Volume III.

Complete information from all sources was not available to this
analysis, This is especially true of (a) Japanese Army and Navy
aircraft in the Philippines the sources for which commencing with
October 23rd have become less and less complete, and (b) Japanese
submarine operations and dispositions. It is also true concerning
the thought processes which motivated the principle Japanese senicr
commanders, All known sources for obtaining information in the
United States and in Japan have been examined and reexamined with
only limited success on the Japanese side, but with somewhat mcre
success on the Alljed side since, during the past several years,
some new material, largely in the form of dispatches, has been '
located, Notwithstanding, new facts and circumstances may come to
light from time to time which may change some of the analysis
produced herein,

In view of the critical nature of this analysis an effort has
been made in certain important situations to place the critic in
the position of the commander in order to obtain the latter's point
of view, In employing this system it is realized that although the
critic can often succeed in placing himself sufficiently near the
position of the commander for any practical purposes, in many
instances he may not succeed in doing so,

Because of the nature of the Allied victory at Leyte Gulf and
the numerous controversies which have arisen concerning it, as
complete a study as possible of the operations of this phase has

been provided.
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This present phase, is well as the two phases which preceded it,
was a continuing test of the combat ability of the various commanders
on both sides, The pages of history have invariably revealed defecis
in commind in similar situations and it would have been surprising
had such defects not appeared in wiese vperalious,

This battle reaffirmed the lesson so often forgotten--that the
test of battle is the only test which proves the combat ability of
commanders. The ability or lack of ability of the various commanders
in the art of war became apparent., Valor alone was shown to be
insufficient, for valor is not an attribute of only cne race, but is
an attribute and a heritage of many races, The indispensable
qualification for command, the art of war, was shown to be the
ability in combat to apply the scicnce of war to active military
situations.

The present senior officers of the Navy are well aware of the
reasons for changes in established doctrines and in the developments
of riew ones, But this cannoi necessarily be said of the commanders
of the future, who very probably will be inexperisnced in command
in war,

Finally, all comments and criticisms, the more important of
which are emphasized herein by the employment of capital letters,
are designed to be constructive. By indicating what appear to be
sowsd and unsound decisions, and the apparent reasons for arriving
at them, it is hoped to provoke earnest thought among prospective
commanders and thus to improve professional judgment in command.
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QULNSSRME T,
TAHLE 07 GONTENTS
Foreword jeid
Table of Contents iii-1xv
Zone Time 1xrd
Principal Commanders Ixvii-Ixxii
Tntroduction Ixxiii=)lxxv
Brief Narrative of the 0000 October 20th to 1042 October 231d Phase of
The lsttle for Leyte Gulf 1xxv--1xoexix
CHARTER I .- ALLIFD QPERATIONS, October 20th 1-140
(A) Opervations of COMSOWESPAC 1-97
Amphibious assauvlt forces proceeding according plan 1
Orders photo interprutation previous day's contact repert 1
Learns South China Sea air seaizhes curtailed 1
0655 enters Leyte Gulf 2
Learns COMTHIRDFLT and CINCPOA unable determine duration South Chira
Sea air searches 2-3
Learns landing operations progressing satisfactorily 3
Goes ashore observe operations and broadcast return Philippines 3=l
Reports War ' epartment landings successful b
Discussion Japanese awareness Allied landings L=5
1419 establishes advance headquarters Leyte 5
itleturns aboard flagship, retires for night 5
Reviews events from dispatches received during day 5-6
Learns South China Sea air searches to continue 5
Learns TF 38 to neutralize western Visayas airfields 5
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 56
Advises COMINCH operations have heen most successful b
Discussion intelligence estimate headquarters Hollandia 6
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet 6~97
(a) Operations of Cit 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 772

Avproaches Leyte Gulf on schedule 7
Requests fighter sweeps Mindanao, westem Visayas 7
Learns weather favorable for landings 7
Requests air support COMTHIRDFLT after D-day 7
Discussion this request 7
Enters Leyts Gulf, antomaticallv assumes control all naval
operations in objective area 8
Exercises control air operation through CSACP 8
CTF 79 disapproves 8
8
9
Y

Discussion this disapproval -9
Receives CIG 77.2's report previous day's operations
Requests CTG 38.1 provide dusk patrol objective area
Discussion this request 9-10
Learns South China Sea air searches curtailed 10
Discussion intelligence information 10-11
Obaerves progress landings from abecard flagship 11
Discussion Japanese army plans defente Leyte 11-13
Discussion weakness Japanese air power in the Philippines at

this time-—total 95 planes 13
Learns Tacloban airfield captured being readied for use 17
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Receives contact report on submarine
Dirests CTFis 78, 79 to heed DMS and YMS in area
Receives reply from COMTHIRDFLT providing air strikes on D=1
day but failing te provide dusk CAP
Need for mutual superior western Pacific
Leaing COMSOWESPAC Advance Hesdquarters established Leyte
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plana
Sends favorable progress raport to COMSOWESYHAC
In WASATCH retires for night
Receives report heavy damage HONOLULU
Receives contact reports
Recsives favorsble situation report from CTF 79 progress
southern bsaches
Dusk CAP from CTG 78,1 errives on station
Requests communication traffic be addreased to him as CTF 77
as well as CCMSEVENTHFLY
Discusaion this dispatch
Sends COMSOWESPAC favorable amplifying report on landing
progress
Discussion failure report capture Tacloban airfield
Learns TG T7.k attacked by enemy aircraft
Learns assignments units Fueling Grouv
Ho important contacts received during day
(1) Operations of Advance Force
(a) Operag.ions of CTG 7.2 (Pombardment and Fire Support
Group
Makes amplifying report to CTF 77 results previous
day's operaiions
Contacts units CTF 79 entering Gulf
Detaches his units to assigned duties
Observes commencement scheduled bembardment
Moves ¥S ships closer to beaches
Notes CTF 78, CIF 79 had arrived objective area
Reports to CTF 79 for duty as CTU 77.2.2
(b) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group)
Conducts scheduled air operations
Weather conditions good in operating area
Joined by certain CVE's from escort duty
Launches fighter strike against CATMON HILL area
with CCMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN as observer
Discussion thereon
Attacked by snemy planes (three)
Landing hour strike over Panaon cancelled

Direct air support northern, gouthern beaches effective

Enemy aircraft (army and cavy) atta:k objective area
TCAP enjoys some 3uccess

Maintains local aircraft patrols, flies numerous sorties

Total losses for the day (2VF, 5VT)
Aircraft remaining (293VF, 171VT)
Retires for the night
(¢) Operations of CTG 7/.> (Minesweeping and Hydrographic
Group)
Operatione of various sweep units
A1l areas sxcept area SWEEP, free of mines

13

23
24y~25

26-26
26
26
26

2628
20-27



com™DENT IR

T T R AR e

October 20th

Receives three additional mineswsepers
Total mines swept Leyte Gulf (222 mines)
(d) Operations of CTG 77.t (Beach Demolition Group)
Assigns APD*s to patrol stations
Reports to CTF 79 for duty
Dropped from further discussion

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force)

Tasks assigned KING II
Wears two hats, TF 78 and TG 78.1
Enter Gulf with minesweepers in van
Releases CTG 78.3 to proceed GREEN Beach; he proceed RED
and WHITE Beaches
Obtains approvel advance landing hour CTG 78.3
Orders Northern Attack Force to deploy
Notes CTU 77.2,1 has commenced bombardment
Directs Plan VICTOR placed in sffect
Leams CTG 78.2 doubtful meeting landing-hour
Discugsion plan VICTOR restriction maximum gunfire ordinate
Discussion difficulties coordination air units
Directs CTG 78.2 do best possible for landing-hour
First waves assault trcops depart for beaches
Discussion CTF 78's views regarding bombing and strafing
beaches just prior to landings
Comparison with CTF 79's views
Learns LST's experiencing beaching difficulties
Notes need for pontoon causeways
Discussion theraon
Endeavors obtain pontoon causeways from CTF 79
Knowa Allied giound forces moving inland
Learns C.G. FIRST Cavalry Division and C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH
Infantry Division have assumed comnand ashore
Discussion thereon
Learns forces have captured Tacloban airfield
Directs unloaded ships proceed Hollandia
Requests expaditious delivery unused pontoon causeways
Orders unloaded transports depart area
Learns three LST's with pontoon causeways have arrived
Observes transports departing San Pedro Bay
Meets D-day commitments with exception of unloading LST's
Discussion smoke plan and its use
(a) Operations of CTG 73.1 (Palo Attack Group)
Tasks assigned and forces allotted
Upon signal "deploy" proceeds to execute plan
Observes assault troops depart for beaches
1ST's encounter difficulty in beaching and are
ordered to retract
Criticizes conclusions drawn from UDT reports
relative atove
UDT doctrine at this time and discussion
Notes progress landing operations-favorable except LOT's
Summary of day's operations
(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group)

ey
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Tasks assigned and forces allottad 43
Learns HARRIS had fouled a mine 43
Upon signal "dep’.oy" proceeds to execute plans L3
Method of contro. differs from CTG 78.2 L3
- 3 Observes channe” WHITE Beach blocked 43
- Notifies CTF 78 scheduled landing hour may be delayed 4344
g Contrary to UDT reports, finds WHITE Beach generally
o _ unfavorable for unicading INA
3 Learns C.G. FIEST Cavalry Divisior has taken command
3 ashors Lh
Learns unloaded ships ready depart 4y
o ; Enemy air opposition limited b4
- ! Sunmary unloading ressults during day Lb

: (¢) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH),
CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) and Certain Destrovers 45-47

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 4546
Composition of force 45
Reports CTF 78 for duty, commences bombardment L5
Directed place Plan VICTOR in effect during
A strikes by fast carriers L5
4 Queries CTF 78 regarding air strikes 45
oF ; Completes scheduled bembardment 45
‘I { Issues orders for night 45-46
; (2) operations of CTG 77.3 L6~b7
3 Composition of force 46
% Direc .s his units carry out bombardment schedule L6
| Conducts scheduled bombardment L6-47
= ! (3) Certain Destroyers 47
- (a) McKEE and HARRISCN 47
N (b) FLETCHER and LA VALLETTE L7
" (d) Operations of CTG 78.3 (Panaon Attack Group) 47~50
Awaits arrival Panaon Attack Group 47
Taslc assigned L7
Observes arrival units Leyte Gulf L8
Receives authority advance landing-hour L8
Minesweeping -esults - negative Le
Decides to cancel pre-landing bombardment L8
Discussicn thereon 48
3 : Lands without opposition L9
b ! Regimental Commander assumes command ashore L9
! C.rgo unloading delaved because unloading crews
stopped for lunch 49
3 Discussion thereon L9
E Ships rendesvous to depart for Hollandia 4,9-50
. Departs Panaon area with unloaded ships 50
A LANG replaced by McKkE 50
p Arrives rendezvous, some transports late 50
: (e) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group)  50-%1
'z Continues regulate traffic Leyte Gulf entrance 50
; Augnented by four LCI's from TF 78 51
i Dropped from further diacussion 51
3 (f) Opsrations of CTG's 78,6, 78,7 and /8.9 (Heinforcement
N Groups ONl;, TWO and THREE) 51
‘,,
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FIDE{TIAL October 20th
(1) Operations of CIG's 78.6 and 78.7 51
Continmued toward Leyte Gulf 51
3 Detaches certain ships to Kosscl Passage 51
(2) Operations of CTG 78.8 51
» Prepares depart for Leyte 51
(3) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 5272
Tasks assigned for KING II 52
1) Discussion radical changes necessary in shift of objective
s from Yap to Leyte 53~54
Question arises when main units TG 79.1 employ minesweepers 54
. Learns CTG 79,1 will proceed without. mineswespars 5k
Believes approach undetacted 55
Ty Enters Layte Gulf 55
F Y Area of responsibility - Leyte Gulf south of Tacloban =
3 Dulag approach channel inclwding Surigac Strait 55
Observes progress operations in Southern Transport Area 55
Orders Plan VICTOR for air strike of beaches 56
: Confirms the landing-hour as 1000 56
; Ascault waves reach beaches on schedule 56
i Learns BENNION hit by enemy countsrfire 56-57
§ Shifts five acresning destiroyers to lower Surigao Strait 57
‘ Beachhead secured, transports move in 57
;E Sends detailed report. to CTF 77 57
: Concerned by enemy dusk, night air attack capabilities 57
| Yigualiges two alternztiives for defense, i.e,, remain at
i anchor under smoke or get underway 57-5¢
Decides to remain at anchox 58
i Discussion thereon 58
! Transfers ten LCT's, three 1LST!'s with pontoon causeways
| to CTF 78 58
! Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane 50
| Assigns 1ight FS ships 58-59
: Swmary of day's operations 59
} Comparison ratio unloading between units of TF 78 and TF 79 59-60
% Discussion thereon 60
g (a) Operations of CIG 79.1 (Attack Group AHLE) 6164
{ Tasks assigned for KING II 61
i Anticlipates arrival time by foriy~five minutes due
to current 61
i Minesweepers unabl: rendezvous to cweep ahead 62
! Decides proceed through minefield «ithout minesweepers 02
{ Reasons for decision 62
Deploys coumand 63
Learng 1000 landing-hour conficmed 63
Landings made on schedule €3
Some reasons for light enemy resistance to Allied
landing 63-6iy
Pushes unloading with utmost vigor bly
4 ‘ Summary day's operations tdy
. Unloading continues during night by
' : (b) Operaticus of CTG 79.2 (Atta k Group BAKER) hy—68
Composition of force 6
Tasks assl _1ed 6l
Proceeds independently in two groups 65

vii IAL
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Releasss COMMINDIV THIRTY-FOUR report CTG 77.5

Force ready commencs landing
Learns 1000 landing-hour confirmsd
Landings made on schedule

Learns beaches secure

Commences general unloading

Transfers three LST's with puntoon causeways and four

LCT's to TF 78
This transfer interferes with unloading

¢.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division assumes commend

ashore
General unloading transports very slow
Reasons therefor

(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH),

CTG 79.11 (Conmand r Screen)

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.2
Conducts prearrangad bombardment
Continues gunfire support schedule
For the most part completes firing
Learns HONOLULU torpedoed by enemy plane
Learns night assignments for FS ships
Concernsd as this was his responsibility
Issues orders for night disposition

(2) Operations of CTG 79,11
Responsible for screen Leyte Gulf
Screening stations

Has dif ficulty maintaining intermediate screen
Screens dropped from discussion as independent units

(b) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group)
Continues toward Leyte Gulf

(c) Submarine Force SEVENTH Fleet
(1) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia)

Coemments made Volume 1 concerning inadequacy submarine

deploywment still arply
Locates his submarines on D—day (War Diary)
Actual location submarines
Reason for differences
Wolfpack operatione differ from those of TF 17
Reasons therefor
Issues certain information and instructions
Learmns COBIA reports for duty, BARBEL delayed

Prescribes technical remedial measures regarding dangerous

concentration hydrogen with Mark 18 torpedoes

Issues certain submarines information and instructions

Mgtter to be contained in request for lifeguards
Advises CIF 17 of patrol orders BARBEL

Advises CTG 30,1 expected positions his submarines 0900

following morming
Learns BLUEGILL expended torpedoes

Issues information and inetructions certain submarines
Guiding factors for discussing submarine operations:
(1) Effective average contact ranges of sutmarines

(2) Basic instructions to submarines issued by dispatch

viit W&n’
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(a) BREAM and GUITARRO
Background material
(1) BREAM
(2) GUITARRO
Makes contasct of doubtful character
(b) ROCK and BERGALL
(1) RERGALL
For reasons unknown, daparts patrol line
heads for area south of Ssigon
(2) RoCK
Likewiss departs patrol line and heads for
area south of Seigon
(e) BLUEGILI, and ANGLER
Operate as a coordinated attack group
(1) ELUEGILL
Expends four remaining torpedoes at two
cargo ships - misses
(2) ANGLER
(d) DACE and DARTER
Operate as a coordinated attaci group
Backgzround material
Present location sutearines incorrect; discussion
thereon
(1) DARTER
Contacts two destroyers., unable close
(2) DACE ‘
Attempts intercept DART R's contact but fails
(e) HAMMERHEAD
Succesafully attacks convoy - sinks two cargo ships
Clears area leaving SW apprcaches open
Discussion thereon
Enemy reaction HAMMERHEAD's attack
(f) TANTIVY
(g) sToIC
(h) GURNARD
Enroute wine area vicinity Point Datoe
(1) BATFISH
Unsuccassfully attacks "Q® ship with seven
torpedoes and deck gun
(3) STOKM
Arrives in patrol area (Gulf of Bori)
(k) TANTALUS
(1) MUSKALLUNGE
(m) GROWLER, HAKE and HARDHEAD
Unite proceed independently to patrol area A-4
HARDHEAD remains Fremantle
(n) RATON
(¢) Lifeguard Submarines (BONEFISH, COD, LAPON, PADDLE)
(1) BONEFISH
Completes lifeguard duty and patrol; departs
for Pear] Harbor
(2) cop
Completes lifeguard duties; heads for regular
patrol statinn

ix CONE LML
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(3) LAFON 91

Completes lifeguard duly, departs Yor Fremantle 9N

g (4) PADDLZ 91
oy Roimains on patrol with additional lifeguard duties

. as diracted 91
(p) S»hmwarines Retiring from the zrea (BAYA, CAVALLA, HOE,
SBA RUVER, SPYTERUL, TRLEMACHUS, STURDY and

ZHAARDYISCH) 91.~92
(2) Operstions of CIF 72 {Submarines.East Australia)
{WAUTILUS, NARWHAL and CERQ) 92
: Or: specilal missions, therefore moitted from anaiysis 92
(2) Operations of {SAF SOWESPAC 92-97
Arvives Leyte Gulf in NASHVILILE 92
{a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Alr Yorce Q2=9L
? Recrives directive verify by photos, contact Pare Pare Bay 92
‘ Assigns tuske YLo:
(1) ¢.G, FIFTH Bomber Commmand 92-93
(2) Commanding Cfficer 31Uth Bombardment Wing 93
(3) Commancing Officer WINETY-FIRST FPhoto Reconnaissance Wing 93
(4) Cr& 73.4 ‘Comcnder Fleet Air Wing SEVENTEEN) 994,
Discussion use unusual woids in direciives 9
Taske ansigned were carvied out 94
(b) Operatious of CTF 73 (Neval Air Force, SEVENTH Flset) 75.-97
; Proceeds toward Momntal in CURRITUTK 95
Moltains admintistrative control 95
Continusa reutire missions 95
: Planes cn search missions attack enexy aircraft contrary
[ ta basic instructions §5-96
Discussion thereon 96~97
(B) Uperations of CINCPAC-CINCPOA 92138
Zstimates Japarese ships cpsrational and their jistribution 56
Actual composition and distribution 98
(1) Weatern Pacifi: Task Porces 98-119
(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 93-119
Frovides support snd cover for Leyte landings 98
Rsceives contact report from COMNAVGRECHINA 95
Weather conditions favorable 99
Receives contaet report from CTF 17 99
;‘ Leayns Suvuth China Ser air searches curtailed 99
[ TLearns above searches will bs maintained until QOMSOWIESPAC
! considers them no longer necessary 100
' Feels CTG 38.1 would camply with CTF 77's request for
fighter sweeps 100
Aavises cowund three enemy subusrines avproaching TG 30,3
from the ncrth 1060
2irects CTG 30.3 detach COWFERS and GRAYSON 100101
Feels TG 30.3 relatively secure enemy air, surface attacks 101
Learmsa dusk CAP regquested of CTG 38,4 by CTF 77 101
Recalves reguest from CTF 77 vratain one fest rarrier group
objective arra after lLi-day 101
Leerns “ormander Ma!n Feorce plarning scrtie 19th or 20th 101
Repiiea Lo CTF 7772 requests above 101

Dincussion thereon 102
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_irects CTF 38 neutralize enemy air activity central Philippines 102

Learns Sovth China Ses air searches continued 103
Suggests CTF 38 make small sweep against Coron Bay 103
Learns FITERON EIGHT suffering from combat fatiguse 103
Discussion thereon 103-104
Receives contact report on two aestroyers 104
Learns plenes CTG 30.5 directed cover TG 30.3 104
Notifies CTG 30.9 concerning CANBEFRA and HOUSTON emergency

repairs 104
Receives recommendation from CTF 38 for FITRON EIGHT's relief 105
Receives contact report on two destroyers 105
Directs CTG 38.1 delay transferring MARSHALL to UT° 38.2 105
Directs CTG 38.4 delay transferring BILOXI to CTG 38.2 105
Learns 184 operational aircraft two southern Formosa airfields 105
Learns GHQ SOWESPAC Advance Echelon established Leyte 1200 105-106
Amplifies previouns operation orders for employment TF 38

Qctober 2lat, issues orders for October 22nd 106
Discussion of orders for October 22nd 106=107
Pails order air searches over northern Luson 107
Discussion thereon 107-108
Learns air searches from Kossol Passage, Tinian n=gative 10
Receives report Leyte cpsrations from CTF 77 108
Pleased by report lack enemy air activity 108
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 109-117

(a) Operations of CTG 38.1, CTG 3&.4 (Fast Carrier Groups) 109-113
Procesding position launch pre-landing hour air strikes 109
Composition TG 38.1 and TG 38.4 109
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's intentions concerning changes in

complements of aircraft for "near future operations” 109

Arrive on station and launch air strikes 110
Weather conditions ideal 110-111
Discuasjon fighter sweeps and strikes 11
Discussion congestion in alr over objective area 111-112
Receives request for additional fighter sweepc

from CTF 77 112
CYG 38.4 directs McCALL to rejoin 12
Maintain cover over forces 112
Enenty air activity encountered 112-113
Total aircraft losses (1 VF, 1 VB) 113
Set course for Point MICK fuel 113
Raceive instractions to delay transferring

MARSHALL and BILOXI 113

(b) Operations of CTG 38,2, CTG 38,3 (Fast Carrier Groups) 113-117

Proceed independently to remdezvous Point READY 113
Learns intended changes cowplement aircraft in

carriers for near future operations 113
Weather comditions undesirable for fying 114
CABOT, STEPHEN POTTER, MILLER and THE SULLIVANS

rejoin 1G 38.2 114

CTG 38.2 receives report from BUNKER HILL FITERON EIGHT
suffering from combat fatigue, and forwards report to
CTF 38 and COMTHIRDFLT with recommendations 114
Discussion thereon 114~115
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CoNFIDENTINL October 20th

Effect rendezvous on schedule
Composition TG's 38.2 and 38.3
CTG 38.3 conducts searches as ordered
Searches negastive as regards ensmy forces but
contacted four submarines
Each group maintaine local patrecls
Aircraft losses (1 VT)
Encounters no enemy activiiy
Froceeds to following day launching position
(2) Operations of CTG 30.3 (Salvage Group)
Continues toward Uiithi
Augmented by Hunter-Killsr Group (CTG 30.7)
Detaches CABOT, THE SULLIVANS, STEPHEN POTTER, and MILLER
to CTG 38,2
TREVER and WATCH HILL jJoined
NICHOLSON reports to escort WICHITA
ZUNI joins
Learns possibility three enemy sutmarines approaching
from the riorth
ATR 50 and CHARRETTE join
Detaches WICHITA, NICHOLSON to TG 38,4, COWPENS and
CHARRETTE join
Present composition of TG 30.3
Maintaines CAP during the day
Estixates arrival Ulithi October 27th or 28th
Dropped from discussion
(3) Operations of CIG 30,5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group)
Comiucts rcutine air searches
Results uniformly negative
Implements prior orders to provide antisubmarine
protection for TG 30.3
Receives report searches from Tinian negative
Receives report searches from Kossol Passage negative
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific)
Method of discussing these submarinas
Sulmarine disposition inadequate to provide adequate intelligenca
Discussion thereon
Sends CONVOY COLLEGE submarine contact report soms 300 miles
diastant from them
Discussion thereon
Receives dispatches and issues instructions
Summary of day's operations - unfruitful
Rotation of submarines in patrol aress
(a) CURVOY COLLEGE
Background in.ormation
Receives contact report from CTF 17 with orders to "smsck them"
Composition of submarines in the urea
(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM
(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON
(3) SNOOK and COBIA
COBIA receives orders to report to CTF 71
SKOOR requests extension of patrol
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(b)

{e)

(a)

(1)

]

(L) PARCHE and SAILFISH
Proceeds toward Saipan
Reports ETA Saipan; names rescued airmen on board
Dropped from further discussion
(5) BLACKFIN
Transiting area to report to CTF 71
Northwest Coast of Formosa (TANG)
Proceeds to intercept enemy task force
Source cf contact report not known
Action sscms sound
Contacts enany force
Northeast Coast of Fc mosa
Operating as a reduceu wolfpack
(1) SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER
Operating off Kiirun hoping to contact task force
(2) SALMON
Proceeding to rendezvous with BARBEL
(3) WHALE and SEAHORSE
Proceeding independently »n route Midway
Dropped from discussion
MARU MORGUE (SKATE, SAURY, HURRFISH, STERLET, SEA DOG,
BARBEL, BILLFISH
Patrol areas assigned
STERLET attacks a small ship unsuccassfully
BARBEL ordered rendezvous with SALMON, proceed Saipan fuel
BARBEL learns COBIA routing to Fremantls
BILLFISH stands by to relieve SKATE
Nagasaki - Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH)
PERCH en route Danjo Gunto; CROAKER en route Korea
Discussion of their movements
Discussion fact Commanding Officer CROAKER failed to assume
command of wolfpack in absence of orders
HIT PARADE
(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido and Kii Suido
Background information
(a) BESUGO and RONQUIL
Operating as reduced wolfpack
Learns GABILAN detached to patrol Kii Suldo
Wolfpack commander inows eastern approaches
Bungo Suido entirely open
Uninown to these submarines the Main Force sortied
at 1735 passing close to Okinoshima
Learns of Allisd landing at Leyts
(b) GABILAN
Contimues toward Xii Suido
Decides best positions to patrol and chooses first
Muroto Saki
(2) The Approaches to Tckyo Bay (GRFENLING, TAMBOR)
TAMBOR heads for new patrol station
Discusaion thereon

xiit ORI

Octobar 20th. .

128-129
128
128-129
129
129
129
129-130
129
129
130
130
130-131
130
130-131
130
131
131
131
131
131

131-133
131
132
132
132
133
133-138
133
133-134

134
135-137
135-137
135
135-136
125
136

136

136
136
136-137
136-137

137
137-138
137
137-138

pri ]




Lo

s o

e R
i

pm— .
OONPMIAL October 20th

(C) China - Burma - India Theater
(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Air Force
Curtails search operstions due weather, temporary fuel shortage
Advises senior commanders search difficulties, flight cancellations
Disgussiun thereon
Several contacts made by search planes
Learns CINCPNA desires searches continued until COMSOWESPAC
no longer desires them
Resstimates situation, decides continue searches
Advises his seniors full searches will be made
Day searches make no important contacts
Night search planes make three contacts
Evaluates contacts received during the day

CHAPTER 1I - JAPANESF OPERATIONS, October 20th

(A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet

Remains Omura due weather conditions

Learns detailed employment Mobile Feorce

Considers employment of Second Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and
DESRON ONE) in support First Striking Force or Main Force

Directs Commander SW Area Force have Second Striking Force carry out
counter-landing operations

Learns planned move 330 planes to Philippines

Likely learns Allied landing Leyte Gulf will occur presently

Knows Allies will have five days to establish beachhead

Learms of Allied air strikes central Philippines

Departs Omra for Hiyoshi

Learns army has now decided defend Leyte wdth maximum ground fcrees

Discussion events leading this change of view

Japanese histories give reasons which are not believed to have been
the motivating ones

Correct reasons

This decision defend Leyte not satisfactory to C.G. FOURTEENTH Area
Army <ho argues strongly against it

Discussion thereon

CofS Combined Fleet issues long delayed over-all plan

Discussion principal variations this plan [rom basic SHO One Plan

Discusaion soundness this plan

Discussion similar situation (Allied) in 1942

CofS directs Commander SECOND Striking Force consult Commander SIXTH
Base Alr Force regarding assignment destroyers

In so doing bypasses immediate superior in command

CofS requests CofS FIRST Striking Force enforce vigilance againast
large anemy aircraft Brunei

CofS advises all commands sxpect attacks by Allied iighter aircraft
in unexpected areas

Analysis incorrect

Reasons for erroneous councept

Learns Main Force sortis plans

Facts relating thereto

CofS Combined Flset issuss orders redeploy sutmarines to disperaed
stations off Leyte if no contact with enemy is made
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cowPISRNTIAL October 20th ;
4
CofS has advised Commander FIRST Striking Force thet staff Combined 1
Flest Headquarters has concluded it preferable penetrate enemy f
anchorage in two groups 160 i
Original dispatch not available 160 5
Diocpatch roleased with approval of CinC doubtful 1.60-161 ¥
Why this dispatch sent this time, in this mannsr not understood;
discussion thereon 161-163
Advises Commanders SIXTH, SEVENTH Base Air Forcea certain air
patrols no longer required 163
Arrives at Hiyoshi at 1145 163
Receives sdditional reports on enemy including enemy landings Tacloban 163-1&4
Recsives dispatches failed to receive en route 164
Rsceives other contact reports notably report on strong Allied Forces
in Leyte Guif 164,165
Mgy have lesarnsd FIRST Striking Worce arrived Brunei 165
Stuwdies rumning cstimate 165
Receives contact report on iwo carriers etc,, off Leyte Gulf 165
Leams SECOND Striking Force arrived Mako 165
During afternoon receives numerous dispatches 166
Reviews tasks assigned in DesOpOrd No, 363 166
CofS advises CofS Main Force that CARDIV FOULl and DESDIV's FORIY-ONE,
i SIXTY-ORE might bo detached 166
This order not clear 166~167
Learns Main Force had sortied Inland Sea as scheduled 167
Learns SW Arca Force advises Commander SECOND Striking Force confer
with FOURTE:NTH Area Army relative counter-attack operations 167
i Learns SECOND Striking Force to move as ordered by its Commander 167
; "mring afternoon receives int -lligence information 168-169
Discussion therson 169
Receives contact report on large aiiisd forces in Leyte Guif 169
Learns plan for Main Force to provide “lure" 169-170
Receives contact report on strong surface forces in Leyte Gulf i70
May have besii part of an army report 170
Advises Combined Fleet composition enemy force which attaciked Formosa
fumished by "POW" interrogation 170
Discussion of accuracy of information 170-172
Delay in releasing inommation not explained ' 1m
Importance of tnis information 172
Assigns two oilers to Main Force 172
Takes direct command of FIRST Striking Force 172
Hobile Force considered dissolved 172
Discussion thereon 17
Learns Main Force sortied from Bungo Suido 173
i Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force directed COMCRUDIV SIXTLEN
to move reinforcements to Leyte 173
L=arns CofS SECOND Striking Force's opinions for employment that
{force 174
; Revises CRUDIV S51ZTE¥N troop ocsrrying data 174
i Lsarns CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, DESAON ONE sortie Mako following morming 174
& Learns CinC Southem Army desires SECOND 3iriwing Force transport
‘ SIXTY-FIGHTH Brigade 174-175
Learns submarine deplcyment 175
3 Learns enemy have landed at two points on Leyte; on Panaon, Dinagat
1 and Homonhon Islands 175
H - xv CONEAREROTTYN
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Learns Commander SW Area Force disapproved employing SECOND Striking
Forcs for transferring SIXTY-EIGHTH Brigade 175-176
Discussion of marked divergence of opinion concerning employment of
the SECOND Striking Forcs 176
Likely confers with Imperial General Headquarters in order obtain early
decision employ these naval forces in penetration operations 176-177
Discuexion thereon im
Receives congratulatory message from Minister of the Navy and Chief
of the Naval General Staff 1
(1) Operations of (ommander Motile Force 178.-182
In ZUIKAKU continues preparations for departure 178
Releases DesOpOrd No, 62 (Movemnent Plan) 178
Discussion of possible employment of SECOND Striking Force
in this plan 178-179
During forenoon receives most reports received by CinC 179
Issves instructions regarding redio deception 179
= Composition of force and routing instructions 160
A Track well choaen 180
iy Char.ges route after sortie due to later submarine information 180
4 Cautdioned concerning Allied fighter planes 180-181
3 Learns CinC has returned to Hiyoshi 18)
4 Advises CinC that the Main Force has sortied Iniand Sea 181
: ; Receives CinC's long delayed over-all plan for penetration operation 181
i Discussion thereon 181-182
; Receives CofS Combined Flest's suggestion tc consider doublie
| penetration 182
Likely knew of ships in Leyte Gilf 182
Advises CinC Combined Fleet me, - necessary to use radio deception
to "lure" enemy 182
Mobile Force dropped from further discussion 182
(a) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force 182-195
Approaches Brunei Bay under radio silence 182
Oilers not scheduled to arrive until following day 1&3
CRUDIV SIXTEEN assigned Commander SECOND Striking Force 183
Learns of torpedo attack by enemy submarine on Ugo Maru coivoy 183
Has every reason expect submarine action 183-184
Presents serious situation 184
Concerned over safety Brunei Fueling Group 184-185
Considers possibility detaching screening force 184
Estimates the situation 184-185
Decidea retain screening forces intact 185
Learms of second snemy submarine attack on Ugo Maru conwoy 185
Estimates convoy would attract enemy submarines and that
this would be halpful to his fuel ing group 185
Directs his cosmanders proceed into Brunel imdependently 186
Appears to have received contact report on allied carriers 186
Two destroyers report for duty 1-om Manila 186
Receiver warming that large Allied aircraft mey be opsrating
: in the vicinity la6-187
Issues fueling plan 187
5 Discuseion expected arrival time of Brunel Fueling Group 187
Directs reinforcemsnt of surface eacort for Brunel Fueling
Group by two destroyers 188
Receives information strong Allied forcea in Leyte Gulf 1a8

1
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Sets Alert Number Three at Brunei Bay anchorage

Fueling of lighter units coamenced from heavy combatant units

Directs cruisers provide planes for protection of Brunei Bay
Fueling Group

Learns SECOND Striking Force arrived at Msko

Directs complete radio silence while at anchor

Pubtlishes morning attack position of enemy submarine which
had attacked Ugo Maru conwoy

COMCRUDIV SEVEN directs search of area employing night
radar aquipped aircraft

Roceives CinC's long awmited over-all pian for the
penetration operation

Primary interest in plan lies in delaying X-day to October 25th

Recelives (ofS Combined Fleet's suggestion to consider double
penetration

Double penetration contrary to plans,orders and studies;
discussion thereon

Discussion of the ides of the double penetration

Receives contact reports on Allied forces in objective area
inciuding landing operations

Learns certain ships of Msin Force might be used to destroy
enemy remnants after diversicnary operation

Learns composition Allied force which had attacked Formosa

Believes these would be principal forces encountered and
that he will be onthrumbered not only in carriers and
battleships tut also in the air

Learns pointe at which the enemy has landed

Directe fualing of CRUDIV SIXTEEN

Learns FIRST Striking Force has been placad under
operational control of CinC Combined Fleet

Presence of large landing boats in BATDIV TWO and NAGATO
not explained

Discuasion thereon

Urits continue fueling during the night

(b) Operations of Commmnder Main Force

Prepares for departure

Type and number of aircraft loaded aboard carriers

Normal operating complement of planes and pilots

Units form at designated rendezvous in Inland Sea

Composition of force

Learns planes of 90lst Air Group to furnish antisubmarine
protection

Assumes radio silence

Receives report antisubmarine swesp off Bungo Suldo
completed and negative

Advises his command of present routing inmtentlons

Learns CofS Combined Fleet's tentative plan to detach certain
ships from Main Force to deatroy ememy remnants off Samar
after diversionary operations completed

Sorties Burngo Suido at which time forms No, One Alert
cruising disposition

Discussion thrreon

Operations Evaluation Group cosment conceminp this disposition
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Issues instructione for following day air cperations

Receives several contact reports smemy submarinas - all false

Learns FIRST Striking Force placed under command {inC
Combined Fleet

Now left wdth sole respcnaibility of the Main Force

Learns pointe at which the Allies had landed

Forced to change course to the eastward due contacts on eneuy
submarines, informs his command of planned route

Discusaion thereon

Has every reason to expect to encounter Allied submerines
off Bungo Suido ~ actually was undetected because Allied
submarines had moved away; Discussion thereon

Correctly comtinues to opsrate as if sortie undetectad

Receives numerous sight and cther contact reports

Discussion of weight given to reported composition of TF 38

(2) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force

3)

One additional submarine (RO 41) departs Inland Sea

Composition of "A" and *B" submarine groups

Receives order to redeplcy entire strength if *A" group
submarines unabtle to contact enemy

Estimates situation and redepioys his sutmarines

Gulding factors regarding effectiveneas of Japanese
submarine operations

Discussion of the deployment - inadequate

RO=-109 and RO-112, report for duty tut neither ready for sea

Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force

At hesadquarters st Takao

Chief of Staff issues essentials of attack organisation

Learns night searches negative

Awaits results of morning searches

Learns Allies landing in central Philippines new date for penetra-
tion oparation (October 25th) and CinC's plan for ali out
offensive against Allied carriers by SIATH Base Air Force

New plan delays X-day twenty~four hours

Issues orders organiging units to be deployed to the Philippines

Learns Commander SECOND Striking Force ordered report Lo him
regarding assignment destroyers for movement of personnel
and equipwent to the Philippines

Learns movewent plan cof Main Force

Discussion of diepatches received

Learmns caution advised due aircraft being attacked unexpected areas

Learns friendly subtmarines may be redeployed

Important know where {friendly submarines will be operating

Learns SIXTH and SEVENTH Base Air Forces relieved of
respensibility for certain patrcls

Learas of Alliod air attacks in Philippines

Learns morning searches negative

Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returnad Hiyoshi

Receives reports of Allied landings and sightings thereon

Holds coordinated conference (n preparation movement Fhilippines

Discusaion therson

Issues crders commsction with his movement to the Philippines

Receives additional "T* Force units
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Copaniertil October 20th 3
Could see he was being provided with maxinmum forces available 214
Learns Main Force has sortied 214
Orders search and attack operations for next day 204-215
Learns of CofS Combined Fleet's suggestion for dcuble
penetration by FIRST Striking Force 215
CofS publishes air attack plan against enemy task force east
of Lamon Bay during night of October 22nd 215-216
Precise meaning of dispatch not clear 216
Receives contact report and RDF contscts 26
His Senior Staff Officer arrives at Manila for operational
conference with staff of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 216
CofS requests three destroyers proceed Takao 216--21.7
Probably knew that Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, had relieved
Vice Admiral Kimpei Teraoka as Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 217
Aware that night flying boats had departed on search 217
(4) Operations of Commander SW Area Force 217-225
Remains at Manila headquarters 217
Knows Allied landing about to occur 217
Receives SIXTH Base Air Force (330 planes) attack organization 217
Directed order SECOND Striking Force expedite counterlanding
operations 217-218
Orders local defense forces prepare execute "U operation 218
Awaits reports from his reconnaissance planes 218
: Learns of Allied landings at Tacloban 218
i Learny FIRST Striking Force alerted against large enemy aircraft
[ while at Brunei 218
Learns all conmanders alerted against enemy {ighters 219
As Commander Philippine Force prepares move reinforcements Leyte ° 219
. Learns Commander Main Force's sortie plan 219
i Directs transfer of five carrier attack planes and crews to
‘ an active air group 219
! Discussion thereon 219-220
| Receives reports from Layte area of enemy action 220
! Discusaion limited surface forces available to counterlanding 220
i Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 220
: Contimes consultation with the Army 220-221
, Directs Cormander SECOND Striking Force confer with Commander
! POURTEENTH Area Army 22
i Receives Combined Fleet's over-all plan for penetration which
| establishes X—day as October 25th 221
H Discussion of the plan 222
g Learns of double penetration suggestion 222
i Learns of assignment of three destroyera to SIXTH Hase Air
! Force for escort duty 222
i Cancels preparations for "U" operations 222
: Learns of orders issued to COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 222
Learns FIRST Striking Force placed under direct command of
h CinC Combined Flest 223
Learns recommendations by CofS SKCOND Striking Force concerning
: expioyent that force 223
Learns landing craft in cruisers and loadin~ details from
(COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 223
Shculd have learmed SECOMD Striking Force planned sortie 0700
on following day and head south 223
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CofS informs Commander SECOND Striking Force that CinC Southern
Ay desires he be made available transport SIXTY-EIGHTH

Brigade 223
Refers question of employment SECOND Striking Porce to
Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) 22
- Knows Vice Admiral Onishi has relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka
1 as Commander FIFTH Rase Air Force 220
3 Estimates the situation as of midnight 22A~225
Holds operational conference at his headquarters with Commander
- : FIFTH Base Air Force and others 225
J (a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force 225-233
Composition of force 225
Learns CofS Southwest Area Force has no objection to employing
| him in support PIRST Striking Force or Main Force 226
‘ Learns Luzon Strait Force to provide A/S patrol for him 226
Intercepts dispatch to Commander SW Area Force to order SECOND
Striking Force to conduct counterlanding operations 226
Arrives at Mako, has CAP at anchor 226

Ordered to provide one to three destroyers to escort convoy
transporting SIXTH Base Air Force ground personnel and

material to Philippines 226
| Assigns three destroyers of DESDIV TWENTY-ONE 226
,' Begins fueling from oiler 227
! Learns friendly submarines imay be redeployed 227
, Breaks radio silence and publishes sortie time 227
i Learns CinC Combined Fleet has returned to Hiyoshi 227
t’ Learns tasks prescribed of fleet forces during forthcoming
decisive battle 227-228
Advised to confer directly with FOURTEENTH Area Arey 228
Discussion therecn 228229
. Receives dispatch cancelling existing orders and placing him
O in control of the naval forces in counterattack operations 229
! Directs COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN to consult with the army 229
His CofS informs Commander SW Area Force of his desire to
be employed in the penetration operations 229230
Learns of double penetration suggestion 230
Publishes sortie plan 230-231
: Destination not clear 231
i Learns troop and supply capacity of CkUDIV SIXTEEN 231
] Learns FIRST Striking Force now under direct cosmmand CinC
' Combined Fleet 231
CofS issues plans to be effective if ordered to take part
in penetration operations 231
Discunsion thereon 231-232
Learns ammy desires use his force 232
Learns (nmmander SW Area Force disapproves this requested use 32
. Decides to awsit further information before sortieing 232-235
N Tancels projected sortie 233
Liscuse.on thereon 2313
(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 23242
Remains at Manila headquarters 234
Estimates the situation 234
Final decision not known, but curtails general searches 234
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Reasons on which decision was based

Receivea SIXTH Bass Air Force attack organization (330 planes)

Learns FOURTH Air Arwy has launched twenty fighters against
shipping in Leyte Gulf

Orders two plane attack against enemy in Gulf

May have ordered three fighter bombers attack TU 77.L.1
which damaged SANGAMON

Receives CinC's order for the decimive battle

Receives contact reports on two carrier groups

Iasues orders to incorporate the "S% Attack Unit in 201st Unit

Digcussion thereon

Learns FIRST Siriking Force alerted sgainst large enemy
aircraft while at Brunei

Learns all commands alerted to surprise by enomy righters

Receives ordere transferring aircraft and crews

Learns operational strength of the SIXTH and SEVENTH Base
Air Forces %o be deployed south

Learns of Alljied operations in the Philippines

Learns CinC has reiurned to Hiyoshi

Receives contact reports

Learns two plane attuck completed, one plane lost

One plane way have torpedoed HONOLULU

Learns air groups shifted

Helde conference with Senlor Staff Officer from SIXTH Base
Air Force concerming movement to the Philippines

Relieved by Vice Admiral Takijiro Onishi, IJN

Leams of double penetration suggestion

Attends additional contrerence at Commander SW Area Forae Hdgtrs

Forms Kamikaze Special Attack Corpe

Learns units of "S" Attack Unit dissvlved this date and
placed under his command

Aircraft lost (7) aircraft remaining (33) operational

(B) Overations of C.G. POURTH Air Army

Remains at Manila Headquartsrs

Considered to have been aware of most important naval developments
Has fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available
Appears to have curtailed short range searches

Aware SECOND Air Division launched attack against enemy ships in Gulf
Discussion extraordinary measures necessiry muster attack twenty planes

Receives report enemy landing at Tacloban

Receives contact reports

Receives CinC's over-all plan

Incomplete records do not contain orders issued by command this day

However do contaln Preliminary Plan of Operations for Philippinea
Decisive Battle

Essentials this plan

Learns results of dawn air attack ~ report in error

Reports Philippines attacked by 310 planes

Receives contacti resports

Recelves intelligence sstimate enomy landing forces, consist of
about three divisions supported by eight.een carriers, twelve
battleshins and thirty to forty cruisers

Prepares h's plan for the decisive battle

Aircraft losses for the day (few)

Recelwvas additional planes, has remaining 75 opsmational planes
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conggoprTel October 21at
CHAFTER IIX = ALLIED OPERATIONS, October 2ist
(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC

Remains abcard NASHVILLE

Learns planned employment of fast carrier task groups for D+l and
D+2 days

Receives congratulatory message from President of the United States

Discussion of planned employment of fast carrier task groups

Learns enemy plane had crashed AUSTRALIA

Replies to the Presidents' message

With members of staff goes ashore and addresses the people of the
Philippines for the second time

Interested in ~ompletion of Tacloban Airdrome

Discussion thereon

Returns aboard flagship and reviews day's dispatches

Discussion of necessity for accurate contact reports

Learns progress of minesweeping especially as regards Area SWEEP

Learns COMTHIRDFLT's request additional destroyers operation HOTFOOT

In flagship retires for the night

Makes second response to the President's message

Learmns COMTHIRDFLT not to provide dusk fighter protection as
requested by CTF 77

Receives COMTHIRDFLT's dispatch requesting early advise withdrawal
of transports and vulnerable shipping

Discussion thereon

Learns COMSEVENTHFLT reaquesting aircraft cbservation Coron Bay anchorage

Learns CTF 77 had decided retire damaged HONOCLULU and AUSTRALIA
Reports progress of landing to COMINCH
Receives contact report on carrier force in Formosa Strait
Drafts replv to COMTHIRDFLT calling for that commander to provide
full cover and support Leyte operation
Owing to radio silence not transmitted until following day
Discussion thereon
Receives request for opinion fwom COMTHIRDFLT concerning earliest
safe route to the Scuth China Sea
Discussion thereon
Discussion of widely differing opinions between COMTHIRDFLT and
COMSOWESPAC regarding employment fast carrier task forces
Receives report COMTHIRDFLT's air strikes against Luzon &nd Visayas
Receives vory favorable report of landing progress from CTF 77
Receives additional congratulatory dispatches
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet
In flagship returns to objective area off beaches
Ponders over reply to COMTHIRDFLT's request for aircraft targets
and coordination with other aircraft operations
Discussion thereon
Hemdquarters publishes favorable intelligence summary
Headquarters receives contact report ememy forces Celebes Sea

Recelves intelligence on Japanese oilers being dispatched Coron Bay

Discussion Coron Bay

Requests C.G. FIFTH Air Force keep Coron Bay under air observation

Discussion therson

Not. aware COMTHIRDFLT already taunched strike Coron Bay - negative
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Headquarters (Hollandia) advises CTF 78 no oilers at Kossol Roads 260
Headquarters publishes contact repert two light. cruisers Sibuyan Sea 260

(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 260-311
In flagship opsrating in night retirement area 250
Interested in operations ashore 260261
Anxious to expedite unloading 261.
Requests CTG 77.4 to make fighter sweeps of western Visayas
and northern Mindanao 261
Discussion therson 261
Loarns planned employment of faat carrier task groups which
makes no provision for one fast carrier group at objective
area after D=day 262
Learns enemy plane has crashed into AUSTRALIA 262
Observes unloading operations in Southern Transport Area 262
Discussion advisability retiring damaged cruisers (HONOLULU
and AUSTRALIA) 263
Orders CTG 77.4 to provide target CAP nver objective area
at daybreak 264
Orders damaged cruisers retire 2,
CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) enters Gulf reports for duiy 264
Receives recommendation from CTG 77.4 conduct air sweeps over
Cebu, Negros and morthern Mindanao 264
Receives minesweeping report, traffic routing information 265
Receives report from CTF 79 giving Allied situation 265266
Requests CTF 38 furnish fighter protection this day and D+2 266
% Advises other commends that no change in operating plan
for Motor Torpedo Boats necessary 266
Discussion of delegation of responsibility 267
Learne CTF 79 concerned regarding seriously reduced
bombardment ammunition 267
Issues instructions placing into effect Harbor Defemse Plan ONE 267-268
Discussion t.hereon 268
Decides fuel, ammunition repleni shwent plan unsatisfactory 268
Advises commands concerned replenishment group would be
avallable inside the Gulf on D+3 day and establishes
priority for replenishment 269
' Discussion regarding moving replenishment group inside Gulf 269
] Learns from CTF 79 that close support requirements of
. aircraft could be reducad 265
) In flagship retires eastern Leyte Gulf for night 269
; Concerned over CTF 38's inability provide special dusk CAP 270
3 Sends surmary day's operations to COMSOWESPAC 270
§ Weather conditions throughout day 271
{ Receives contact reports on enemy combatant forces 211
i Discussion these contactsincluding receipt possible third report 271-272
' Learns C.G. TENTH Corps assumed commnd ashore 272
Learns echelon L-1 had departed Leyte Gulf 2
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's rsquest concerning operations South
Chira Sea 272
Intercepts CTF 79's approval of CTU 77.2.2's fueling plan 272=-713
Receives report COMTHIRDFLT's air strike results against
Visayas and Coron Bay 273
Reviews the day's events with satisfactlon 273

xxiil CONPIIENTTR N




m—— e L
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(i) Operatiens of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force) 27U~ 28i,
Remains anchored off RED Beach 274
LETY s continue encounte unloading Qifficulties 27
Reasons for delay ‘ 27
Cbservee enemy plane crash into AUSTRALIA 27
Leams pontoon causeways in place at RED Beach 20275
Bincussion necessily having pontoon causewnys and barges
under comtrol amphibious force comnander 275
b - Holds unloaded L3T's unti] nightfall before sailing 275
b learns CTF 77 has decided retire damagsd cruisers 275
: Orders unloading ships including nineteen I “Tis form
j and depart 1200 275-276
: ‘ Learns C.G. TENTH Corp. has assumed command ashore 276
\ Units remaining Leyte Gulf 276
g Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE 276
Notes this plan does not chsnge his defensive measures
now in effect 276=-217
Informs CTF 77 that C.G. TENTH Corps has assumed
coanand ashore 277
Raquestsinformation Half Moon relating to Navy search
| Catalinas : 277
| Receives CTG 78.3's departure report 217
| Learns replenishment to srrive Culf D+3 day 21
! Remains at anchor while unloading continuwd 277
, (a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group) 276279
i Three large ships, eleven LST's still require unloading 278
| Concerned delay employing pontoon causeways 278
{ Unloading at RED Beach remaing slow in part tecause
eromy fire 278
Has one large ship and eight LST's remaining unload 278=279
Scheduled receive part Reinforcement Group ONE next day 279
(b) Operations of CTG 78.2 (San Ricardo Attack Group) 279-280
Remains anchored off WHITE Beach 279
Completed unicading LST's 279
Directe LCI's patrol San Juanice Strait 279
; Notes his thirteen LST's were departing 279
! Has two siips remaining unload 279260
( Recelves Harbor Defense Plan ONE 280
b Scheduled to receive supply shipping from Reinforcement
B Group CNE next day 280
(¢) Operations of CTu 77 «2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH)
and CTC 77.3 (Close Covering Group) 280-283
(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 280--281
Muposition of heavy Jhips 280
WEST VIRGINIA grow.is causing damage reducing
sustauined apeed to sixteen knots 281
Learns HONOLULU and AUSTIALIA reti ring <81
Furnishes call fires 81
Receives Harbor Daf-.ge Plan ONE 281
Operates accordnnce this plan 23
(2) Operations of CTG Y73 282-2813

At anchor in FS area 2R
Observes enesy> planc ciash into AUSTIWLI A 282

|
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Lsarms damaged cruisers o retive
Receives Harbor Dafense Plan ONE
Operates accordance t:is plan
(2) Operutions of CIG 78,3 (Panaor Attaek Group)
Awaita arrival of transpory et rendezvous
Transports arrive, depsria Leyte Gulf
Later reports Mis departure
Dropped frou further discussion
(¢) upsrations of CIG!a 78.6 (Reinforcement Group ONE},
78.7 (Reinforcenant, Group TWO), and 78.8 (Reinforwement
Group THREE)
(1) Operations of CTG's 78.6 and 78,7
Continues toward Larte Guir
Detaches escort carrier group
Rejoined by SAN PEDRO
Enters Leyts Gulf
(2) Operations of oTG 78,8
At Hollendia preparing to depart for Lerte
Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force)
Hamains at anchor as wloading continues
Recommends HONOLULYU be retired
Orders destroyers lower Surigav Strait retum original
screening stations
Recournends destroyers as escoirts for damaged cruisers
Makes at tustion report to CTF 77
Learrs ships designsted for FS duties
Receives reporti supply smoke munitions runeing low
Becomes gravely concemed over supply bomberdment ammuriticn
Ryceives query from CTU 77.2.,2 concerning responaiblility for
assigning call fire ahips ’
Learns CTG 79.1 has taken action retain smoke munitions in
objoctive area
Intercepte CTG 77,408 request make fighter sweeps
Issus retirement instructions for unloadsd ships
Directs destroyers as night =screen
Learns damaged cruisers to retire
Receives information low fuel situation fram CIU 77.2.2
Replies to CTU 77.2.2's query concerming responsibility
of asaigning FS ships
Reports his concurrence with CYG 77.4's recommendation to
wake fighter sweeps cver Visayas and northern Mindanao
Designates unloaded ships to form for departure
Receives composition transport and LST ares screen
Receives recommendation from CTG 79.2 for constant daylight
alr support over Catmon Hill
Approves CTU 77,2.2's fueling plan under certain conditione
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONR
Does not change his basic plan

Concerned over best defenize against Japanase low-flying planes

Directs escort ships o rendesvous with COMCRUDIV WINE

Fails receive information replenishment group

Learms COMSOWESPAC to visit area TWENTY-'OURTH Corps
foilowing day
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Directs CTU 77.2.2 comply with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 290
Knows that convoy has deparied as previcusly directed 290
Assault shipping remaining 290
Recommends to CTF 77 oilers be ordered into objective area
and cancels authorigzation to CTU 77,2.,2 290
Eeceives CTF 77'a dispatch sdvising roplemishment groups ‘
would anchor Guif on D+3 day 291
Undouttedly ¥nows C.C.'s SEVENTH and NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Divisions had assumed commsrni sshore 291
Learns Dulag airstrip captured by 184th Infantry 291
(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 291~-29%
In APFALACHIAN off YELLOW and VIOLET Beaches 29
Navigation off beaches difficult due to smoking periods 291
Learns shore party could handls cargo faster 271
Lands SECOND Pattalion SEVENTEENTH Infantry Regiment 291
Observes two low flying enemy planes escape 292
Learns Dulag airfield captursd 292
| Learns friendly plane shot down 292
| Directs disembariing of SEVENTH Division troops from
STARLIGHT and FELAND 292
Notifies CTF 79 of smrke material shortage 292
Directs departing ships transfer smoke materials to ships
remaining 292
Discus#ion thereon 292-293
Knows C.G. SEVENTH Infantry Division has assumed command
, ashore 293
| Receives instructions continue unloeading throughout night 293
s Detaches unloaded shiips to depart with convoy 293
i Assault shipping remsining 293
1 ! M kes summacy report of day'e operations 263294
» Raviews operations with some sstisfaction 29,
i Enemy reaction nil 294
E (b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER) 294,--298
) ‘ Remains o?f ORANGE und BLUE Bearhes 294
g Receives report unloading proceeding rapidly 294
> Olains permiasion retain FS ships 294
¢ K Learns unloading dilatory and decides inspect beachee 295
E | Discussion beach conditions found upon personal inspection 295
; Opens fire with flagship on Catmon Hill 296
o Unlosding commences moving much faster 296
. Sights TG 70.1 entering Gulf 296
Requests C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division report hour
= * command assumed sshore 296
g Discussion thereon 296297
4 General unloading interferred with by enemy mortar fire 297
A Advises CTF 79 constant patrol over Catmon Hill necessary 29
4 Heceives 1800 unloading report 297
Releases five unlcaled ships to join convoy 297
. WAR HAWK arx! TENNESSEX collide 298
Unloading percentage of ships remaining 268
{¢) Operations of CTW 77.2.2 {(Commander Fire Suppcrt Unit SOUTH) 298-300
Composition and disposition of force 298
Shoots down enemy ulane 298
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Decides to clarify understanding CTF 79's operation
plan concerning FS assignments
Designated destroyers as escort for COMCRUDIV NINE
Learna fuel within command low
Receives reply from CTF 79 concerning FS assignments
Learns escorte assigned to devarting convoy
Receives Hurbor Defense Plan ONE tut sawaits orders
from CTF 79
Learns fueling plan approved by CIF 79 with medifications
Learns RICHARD P, LEARY to be returned to him
Learns TENNESSEE and WAR HAWK in collision
Receives ordera from CTF 79 carry out Harbor Defense
Plan ONE
Operations of CTG 77.2 {Bombardment and Fire Support Group)
During the day operated as .U 77.2.2
Receives Harbor Defense Plan ONE
Estimates the situation
Iasues orders to OOMBATDIV TWO
Receives orders trom CTF 79 carry out Harber Defense Plan ONE
Completes estimate and issues orders
Orders did not include TU 77.2.1
Receives FS request from CTF 79
Forms cruising disposition off Tay Tay Point
Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group)
Continues providing air cover and support
Conducts routine fighter sweeps
Armament for strike missions
Weather conditions in operating area
Support air strikes damage enemy positions
Recommends to CTF 77 that he be authorized make morning and
afternocn sweeps over Visayas and northern Mindanao
Receives request from CTF 77 for similar sweeps
Ordered by CTF 77 to provide target CAP at daybreak
Claims damage to the enemy by air strikes
Claims danage to the enemy by target CAP
Compilation of enemy air attacks in objective area
Japanese racords of damage sustained
Learns CINCPCA desires DESRON FORTY~SEVEN to augment TF 38
Discussion thereon
Total aircraft losses for the day (1 VT)
Aircraft remaining (287 VP, 169 VT)
Withdraws to night retirement areas
Operations of CITF 77.5 (Minesweeping amd Hydrographic Group)
Exploratory sweeps negative
Sweep Unit ONE not employed in mineswseping
Total mines reported swept (279), actual mines swept (285)
Summary of mineswseping operztions for October 22nd and 23rd;
reported swept (306) actual (302)
Dropped from further discuasion
Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats)
Enters Leyte Gulf
Detaches HALF MOON to report to CTG 73.7
Anchore off Dio lalamd
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CW“ October 2lst
Reports to CTF 77 for duty 308
Advises air commanders of MIB operations 308
Directes ten MTB's deploy to patrol areas 308
Discussion objective assigned MTB's 309
Objective as stated in the general plan 309-310
Discusaion MTB dispouition 310
Reasons ftor limiting the number of MTB's on patrol 310
Of ten cordered to patrol only four MTB's took station
a8 directed 310311
Discussion NTB commarders changing orders m
Iseues planned disposition 7or following night 311
(b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 312-33).
Summary of informetion at hand 32
Receives contact reports from his submarines 312
Likely learns Balabac Strait unguarded 313
Takes no corrective action 313
Discussion of dispatches reporting enemv forces and addressing
certain submarines - are they information or Orders? 313-31%
Commanders who deviated from orders not criticized for so doing 314
Gives tacit approval of his commander's actions 314
Discussion thereon 314
Concerned over failure maintain committed patrol stations 314-315
Reestimates the situation 315
Issues three dispatches to his submarines 315
Discussion thereon - 315
Concept sound if asubmarines on station 316
Discussion attainment of mutual understanding Né
Informs his command of contact report on seven ship convoy
off Luson 316
Sends routing instructions to COBIA 3.6
Learns contacts in Pare Pare Bay unimportant 316
Learns Coron Bay likely be used by important slements
Japanese Fleet 317
Learns unidentified submarine sighted off Fremantle 317
Advises movements friendly subtmerines Fremantle 317
Receives contact report on combat shipping 318
Receives contact report wmarchant shipping 318
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO 318-319
Continue toward patrol stations 319
(2) ROX and BERGALL 319-322
{a) BERGALL 319-321
Fatrol extended for few days 319
Continues tormard sez area south of Saigon 319-320
: Discuseion UI'F 71's endorsement on BERGALL patrol report 321
(b) ROX in-322
— Patrol extended for few days 32
.‘ Continues toward sea area south of Saigon 321
' , Returns toward patrol line 321.-322
(3) BLUEGILL and ANGLER 322-32
5 {a) BLUEGILL 322
Departs patrol area for Miocs Woendi 322
{b) ANGLER 322-324
Estimates the situation 322-323
Discussi on thereon 323-324
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f (4) DACE and DARTER 32%-325

sk SO G ER

pr ! Patrol to terminate at sunset 3254
4 é (2) DARTER ' 324~325
1 : Mpkes summary report of pstrol 32
‘ Receives news broadcast invasion Philippines 324
Proceeds station west Ealabac Stiait 32,
Ordered remain area few more days 325
3 (b) DATE 325
5 Proteeds southern Palawan Passage 325
Raceives orders depurt area dark on following day 325
i (5) HAMMERHMEAD 326
Operating off Luconis Shoals 326
: Enemy forces enter and depart Brunei Bay unobsarved 326
Receives orders return Fremantle 326
3 | (6) TANTIVY 326327
! (7) sroic 327
3 : Patrolling Java Sea uneventfully 327
B | Dropped from further discussion 327
3 ! (8) GURNARD 327-328
R | Proceading area Point Datoe 327
3 i Basic orders to mine and then patrol 327
‘ Sighta smoke and gives chase 327
Discussion thereon 327-328
‘ (9) BATFISH 328
: (10) STORM 328
Patrolling approaches Gulf of Boni 328
Dropped from further discussion 328
(11) Submarines south of NEI Barrier (TANTALUS, MUSKALLUNGE,
GROWLER, HAKE, HARDHEAD, GUNNEL) 329
Dropped from further discussion until arrival within the
limits of the diagrame 329
(12) BONEFISH 329-330
Receives routing instructions Pearl Harbor or Midway 329
(13) cop 330
{14) LAPON 330
Proceeds Fremantle 330
(15) RATON 330-331
Proceeds Mios Woendi 330-331
(16) Lifeguard Submarines (PADDLE) 331
3 Conducts lifeguard duties on designated days 331
1 ' (17) Submarines retiring from the area (BAYA, HOE, SEA ROVER,
i SPITEFUL, TELEMACHUS, STURDY, ZWAARDVISCH) 331
; (2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 331-3%7
| Remains NASHVILLE 331
{ With COMSOWESPAC goes ashore for inspection 331
: Pleased with progress of readying Tacloban ajrdrome 331~-332
: Anxious move fighter group forward 332
Returns aboard flagship 332

Headquarters at Hollandia issues intelligence summary which
indicates did not anticipate Japanese naval reaction in

: strength at this time 332
; (a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 333-1335
" Assigns tasks for this day 333
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(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command 333
(2) Comuanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing 333
(3) Command Officer 91st Photo Reconnaissance Wing 333
{4) CTG 73.4 {Commander Flest Air Wing SEVENTEEN) 333
Learns results air strikes by own forcs 34
Japanese action reports say litile about these strikes 334
} Carries cut Search Plan FOX 335
l Raceives dispatch from CTF 77 relating to MTB operations 335
Receives COMSEVENTHFLT request keep Coron Bay under
surveillance 335
(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force) 335-~337
In CURRITUCK continues toward Morotai 335
Morotai-based squadrons under control of Commending Officer
310th Bombardment Wing 335
Breaks radio silence direct CTG 73.4 report all important
sightings to principal commanders 336
Discussion thereon 336
Advises command he and COMAIRSEVENTHFLT would maintsin
radio silence 336~337
(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 337371
= (1) Western Pacific Task Forces 337-355
{ (a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 337-355
Proceeding vicinity San Bernardino Strait 337
Launches fighter esweep and search 337
Decides retire BUNKER HILL and FITERON EIGHT 337
Advised by CINCPAC Commander Main Force had probably
sortied the Inland Sea 337
i Receives fighter sweep request from CTF 77 337-338
| Advises COMAIRPAC combat fatigue FITERON EIGHT 338
‘ Requests move up Guam carrier aircraft replacemsnts 338
Discussion concerning replacement piiots 338-339
Not sufficiently aware adverse effect sustained combat
operations on pilots and aircrows 339
Advises CITG 30.2 of fueling plan 340
Becomes concerned over increessing delay in delivery of
vital dispatch traffic 340
Studies existing strategic situation 340-341
Decides South China 35ea may become critical area 341
Queries COMSOWESPAC as to earliest estimate safe strike
South China Sea 341
| Learns of CTF 77's request for aircraft from TG 77.4 341-342
i Receives favorable report of landing situation 342
" Continues study of present situation 342-343
As a result,requestsearly advice where he could be relieved
fron necessity covering transports etc. 343
\ Discussion of advisability sending dispatches this nature
at this time 343
Intercepts request from CTF 77 requesting dusk CAP 343-344,
Publishes results of air strikes =345
Japanese information on these strikes meapger 3,5
Learns Coron Bay appears likely be used by important
elements Japanese fleet 45
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Had already this morning launched strike ageinst this area,
rindsnothing important 345346 i
Receives contact report on snemy battleship force 346 ;
Raceives contect report on eneay carrier force L6
Receives contact report on enesy submarine 346-247
Learns much merchant shipping on Tourane-Hong Kong route 347
: Discussilon of this latter report 347
3 Receives CTF 77'n summary report for the day 347
Receives raport heavy .hipping Hong Kong 348
(1) TF 38 (FPast Carrier Force 348-~353
(a) Overaticns of CTG 38,1 and CTG 38.4 348350
‘3 Rerdesvous with fueling group at Point MICK and
. commonces fueling 348
& McCALL rejoins TG 38.4 348
Weather conditions undesirable 348
COMCRUDIV SIX in WICHITA reporte to CTG 38.4 349
COWNPENS and GRAYSON report to CIG 38.1 349
Fueling complated 349
Receive replacement aircrafi and pilots 349
Head west to rendesvous with TG 38.2 349
Maintain air cover during day 349
Composition TG's 38,1 and 38.4 349-350
(b) Operations of CTG 38,2 and CTG 38.3 350353
Launch air strikes 350
Weather favorable 350
Damage claimed by strikes including Coron Bay 351
Japanese accounts these strikes 351
Claims of shipping damage appear excessive 351-352
CIG 38,2 conducts searches as ordered 352
Maintain air cover over forces 352
Enemy air activity in vicinity limited 352-353
Total aircraft losses for the day (5 VF, 1 VB, 2 V1) 353
CTG 38.2 heads on circuitous ruute tomard Point READY
to rendezvous with CTG's 38.1 and 38.4 353
CIG 38,2 heads toward Area MICKX to fuel 353
(2) Opsrations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group) 354355
Continues air aearches -~ all negative 354
Indications are searches not flown to full distapce 354~355
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 356-369
E Knows landings at Leyte piroceeding on schedule 356
Directs SNOOK to join SHARK wolfpack 356
L Discussion effectiveness wolfpack operations 356
i Necessity for kseping submarines informed of movements of
other friendly sulmarines 356357
Issues routing PONEFISH apparently unaware her earlier request 357
Estimates the situaticn 358
Releases GREENLING, TAMBOR (rom close in patrol Tokyo Bay 358
. Discusaion thereon 358
. Assigns lifeguards for strikes by TWENTIETH Air Force 358
: Realisea BONEFISH's dispatch had crossed his own 359
Learns ATULE, JALLO, PINTADO to depart Saipan next day 359
Receives contact report on carrier force Formosa 3trait 359
g lsaues routing instructions BARHEL 359
£ oot CoMBRCTTITY
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Receives BARBEL's contect on ensmy submarine 360
Losxrne HADDOCK, TUNA and HALIBUT had departed Saipan 360
(a) COMVOY COLLEGE 360-364
Rotate patrol areas 360
i {1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM 360-361
j (2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON 361~362
] Learms SHCOX to join wolfpack 361
SEADRAGON contacts Japanese SECOKD Striking Force 361=362
BLACKFISH crew 111 presumably from carbon tetrachloride 362
(3) SNGOK, COBIA 362-363
Operate as reduced wolfpack 262
SNOOK ordered to join SHARK wolfpack 1622363
! COBIA discontinues patrol to report to CTF 71 363
| (L) ELACKFIN 363
Tranaits Belintang Channel en route report CTF 71 363
{(5) HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA 363-364
Departs Saipan for patrol in Luzon Strait area 363~364
(b) Northwest Coast of Pormosa (TANG) 364
Probably receives report of carrier force in Pormosa Strait 364
(c) Northeast Coast of Formoss {SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON ) 365
i SAIMON en route rendezvous with BARBEL 365
Effects rendesvous, commences return patrol station 365
(d) MARU MORGUS (SEA DOG, SKATE, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET ,
RILLFISH, BARBEL) 365-36b
Submarines in area reduced from six to five 365
SKATE terminates patrol and departs area 365-366
‘ BILLFISH occupies area vacated by SKATE 366
! BARBEL effects rendezvous with SALMON 366
- BARBEL contacts enemy submarine 366
BARBEL dropped from further discussion 366
(e) Nagasski — Sasebo { CROAKER, PERCH) 367
CROAKER, PERCH receive lifeguard assignments Cctober 25th 367
PERCH receives contact on carrier forco Formosa Strait 367
(f) HIT PARADE 167-369
(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido (BESUGC, RONQUIL) 367-368
Patrol westarn approaches Bungoe Suido 367
Japanese submarine RO-4L6 sorties Bungo Suido undetected 368
(2) The Approaches to Kii Suido (GARILAN) 368
(3) The Approvaches to Tokyo Bay (TAMPOR, GREENLING) 368-369
TAMBOR sights but unable sttack enemy submarine 368
Receive change patrol orders 3169
(C) China ~ Burma — India Theater 369-371
(1) Operations of C.G. FOURTEENTH Alr Force 169-371
Numerous contacts made by search planes 369-370
; Discussion contacts relative submarine operating sress 370
; OOMNAYGHPCHINA evaluates contacts and makes report 370-371
E Apparsitly contacts carrier force Formosa Strait n
4 Search plane on west course retuma to base 371
L CHAPTER IV - JAPANESE OPERATIONS, October 21st 372-4L8L
; (A) Operations of CinC Combined Fleet Y7 2-4T7
Watches situation from Hiyoshi 372
Has two highly important problews 372-373
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wnﬁm. October 2lst

Lesms PIRST Striking Force probably sighted
In reality had no cauae for alamm
Isportance efficient commnications intelligence organization
Roceivaes several pertinent dispatches
Discussion formation Kamikage units
Allows Commandsr SIXTH Base Air Porce change day general air offensive
Tearns night searches Garan Bi negative
Leams plans SECOND Striking Force in event ordered in penetration
Learny Allied aircraft attacking the Philippines
Raaffirms X-day as October 25th
Receives information Formosa and Japan to be bombed next day by
China basad planes
Warns Commander FIRST Striking Force to be alert for enemy
reconnaissance planes
Learns B24's operating far as Puerto Princesa, San Jose
Receives numerous contact reports
Receives intelligence largely from Allied broadcasts
Receives report Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island
Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered Manila
Receives information strong Allied ships Leyte Gulf
Receives SECOND Striking Force's sortie order
Learns Commander SW Area Force had assumed command all naval
sir forces Philippine Area
Receives SW Area Force dispatches conceming Army-Navy agreement
and the employwent of CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE
Notifies naval units in Formosa, Nansei Shoto Area of possibie
air attacks froam China
Receives Imperial Rescript
(1) Operationg of Commander FIRST Striking Force
At Brunei refueling according to plan
Learns SECOND 3triking Force sortie cancelled
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEZEN to move first troop reinforcements
Learns his force probably sighted by aircraft
Necessarily concerned about three important items
Hearing nothing from Brunei Fueling Group, considers them safe
Le.rns SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetration operation
Directs all commanders assemble at 1700 in ATAGO
Notes Bruneil Fualing Group had entered port
Notes ASAGUMC and YAMAGUMO not with fueling group
Receives Allied broadcast about laniings on Leyte
Discusslon thereon
Receives numerous contact reports
Recelves confirmation X-day as October 25th
Alarted to Radio Tokyo decaption plan
Directs marking of channel in Balabac Strait
Leams shipboard aircraft being moved within cowmmand
Allied carrier aircraft attacka south of central Philippines
Recelves contact report on strong carrier force
Learna six recornaissance sea; . anes ordered cover his movement
northward
Receives report Allies landing on Rapu Kapu lsland
Recelves recomssndation maintain strict air alert
Observes ASAGUMO and YAMAGUMO return Brunei
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ey Octcher 21st

Learns outline movements of soms army troops

Issues written order for penetration operation

Issues preoposad movement schedule by dispatch

Comnander THIRD Section's written orders and his dispatch
orders likely discussed

Essence penetration plan

Discusaion objectives

Discussion guiding motivations of this plan

Discussion movement pian

Three routes considered for Main Body

Discussion these routes

Factors which motivated divided approach

Principal factor likely diversions; discussion therson

Correct procedure

Observaes CRUDIV S1XTEEN depart Brunei Bay for Manila

Learns SECOND Striking Porce departing Mako for Manila

Learns Commande™ SW Area Force has assumed command naval air
forces Philippine Area

Issues penetration dispatch from Labuan Island

Discussion this strategem

Learns Commander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force in
penetration operation under his .ommand

COMBATDIV ONE assembles unit commanders in YAMATO

Unit commanders informed army reliance on navy in defense Leyte

Continues refueling )

Operations of Commander Main Force

Learns two oilers iransferred his command

Learns sortie SECOND Striking Force cancelled

Learns likely FIRST Striking Force discovered

Assumes day's cruising disposition

Discussion this disposition

Launches search aircraft

Learns deployment friendly submarines

Receives contact report his search planes on two submarines

Issues instructions employment radio deception

Alerted to Radio Tokvo deception

Receives confirmation X~day as October 25th

Discussion radio deception

Heceives certain important contact reports

ZUiKAKU detects torpedo noises

Learns B-24's operating far as Puerto Princesa, San Jose

Receives contact report on carrier force

Informs command no further sesarches this day

Learns SKCOND Striking Force ordered advance Manila

Means this force not to be o:dered his command

Recsives RUF report on carrier force

REvaluates contacts

Laarms various movements of army forces from SW Area Force

Receives report Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island

Studies Combined Fleet tentative plan

This plan similar COMTHIHDNLT's plan

Directs a1l ships entorce radio disciplines
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COMUIRER TS, October st =~ ~
Isaues air operations plan for next day 436
Learns SECOND Striking Force to depart Masko for Manils 436
Lossea indicate low state of training 436w437
Learns Allied ships in Leyte Gulf L3
Learns ISUZU has had continuous submarine contact 437
Learns Commander SW Area Force desires SECOND Striking Force
in penetration operation under his command 438
Learns operational policy SW Area Force 4 438
Learns Supply Force departing on schedule 438
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Suppiy Force 439
Issues instructions to his command L39
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Supply Group 439
Departs Tokuyama for Koniya 4,39
(2) Operations of Commander SECOND Supply Group 439
Remains Kure preparing for sortie L39
(3) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Force 540
Submarine RO-46 departs Inlard Sea 44,0
Eleven submarines now at sea LiLC
Submari nes make no contacts 44,0
(&) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force LA40=4,52
At Takao awaiting contacts from night search planes L40
Iasues directives to his command 440
CofS publishes plan for general offensjve LI G
Anticipates specified date by one day A3
Reasons for this Wa1-4 42
Learns Kamikaze Special Attack Units formed 44,2
Discussion thereon L43
Learns night air sea:ches negative 443
Learns deployment friendly submarines Li4
Receives numerous contacts by FIFTH Base Air Force Lik
Issues basic directive movement aircraft to Philipnines 445
Discussion thereon W45
Warned China~based planes will attack Formosa, Japan LL6
Receives confirmation X~day as October 25th i 6
Learns B~24's operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose L6
Receives seversl contact reports on Allied carriers LUS-LL7
Learns China-based bombers sightad heading Formosa 447
Issues outline of onerations for following day INY
Learns SECOND Siriking Force ordered proceed Manila 44,8
Learns enemy has landed Rapu Rapu Island 448
Learns Commander SW Area Force has assumed command all naval
air forces Philippines L49
Discussion thereon L9
Does not provide direct air cover for FIRST Striking Force
except in limited wav L4,9-1,50
! Chooses to provide indirect cover by attacking enemy carr’ers 44,9-4,50
a Discussion this action - seems of doubtful correctness 450-451
i Warned against attack by China-based aircraft 451
.5 Learns report lanaings at Rapu Raru Island false 451452
! (5) Operations of Commander SW Area Foree 4L52-4A1
} At headquarters with staff in conference with Commander FIFTH
5 Bage Air Forcc representatives of the SIXTH Base Air Force 452
Estimates situation 452
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CONELLENTML, - Octcber 21st
Learns SECOND Striking Force sortie cancelled 453
Learns night searches from Garan Bi negative 453
Learns SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetretion operacion 453
Learns Allied planes had attacked the Philippines 453
Army and Navy reporte numbers attacking aircraft vary 4,534,514
Receives confirmetion X-day a3 Cctober Z5th LS54
Receives numerous contacts L54
‘ Receives warning 2xercise caution on certain radio messages as
i may be false for deception purposes Lo4=U55
; Learns B-24s operating far as Puerto Princesse, San Jose 4L55
| Directs SECOND Striking Force proceed Manila 45556
| Advises interested commanders developing situation with
relation army 4L57
! In view prospective arrival SIATH Base Air Force issues
instructions to his command 457458
Discussion thereon 458
Learns FIRST Striking Force probably sighted by aircraft 4,58
Cancels "UJ" Operation ..lert 458
Publishes Army-lavy Agreement mcve troops Cagayan to Leyte 459
Advises CinC Combined Fleet of opinion concerning employment
CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE, DESRON ONE 559
Discussion thereon ‘ 4,59-460
Learns enemy landing Rapu Rapu false 460
Warns of friendly ships operating Philippine Island waters L60
Implements basic Army-Navy Agreement above referred to 461
Commarnder FOURTEENTH Arsa Army coordinate action promulgated 5L6la
(a) Operations of Commander SKCOND Striking Force 462-4,65
, With CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and DESRON ONE at Mezko 462
Orders DESDIV TWENTY-ONE proceed Takac 462
Warned China~based planes will attack Formosa, Japan 462
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 463
Receives additional warning concerning China-based
enemy aircraft 463
Receives orders proceed Manila 4,63
Advises interested commands scheduled movement L6k
Awaits decision employment his command L64
Sorties Mako L6
Learns oW Area Force's view concerning his employment LéL
Receives ma.y dispatches and contact reports L6l =465
Learns Commander SW Ares Force has assumed command naval air
forces Philippines area 465
Unknown to him, his rorce contacted by Allied submarine 465
DESDIV TWENTY-ONE arrives at Takao K65
{1) Operations of COMCRUDIV SIXTwmkN L66-LET
At anchor Srunei Bay L66
Receives orders carry out first movement troop
reinforcements L66
Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered Manila L66
Receives many dispatches and contact reports L66
Knows he will handle counterlaiding operations with
CRUDIV SIXTEEN L66
Receives Army-Navy Agreement move troops Cagayan to Leyte 466467
(b) Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force LE6T=4717
RHeceives SIXTH Base Air Force dispatch general offensive 467




COM October 218t .~ - *°

P
Receives confirmation of general offensive L68 §
No specific informetion available extent search, vreconnaissance 463 3
Learns deployment friendly submarines 468 !
Commences receiving contact reports on Allied carriers 4L,68-470 é
Announces surprise attack cn enemy ships Leyte Gulf 470 ;
Discussion theracn 470 ;
Studies FOURTH Air Army order for SHO COperation 470 .
‘ Receives sighting report from lookout station IS §
3 Directs further reconnaissance San Bernarcino Strait area 471 B
F Likely aware Kamikaze ettacks to ba initiated 471
Receives orders provide six recom -ssance seaplanes provide
A/S protection FIRST Striking Fousce 471
Learns B-2i4s operating far as Puerto Princessa, San Jose L1472
Receives confirmation X-day as October 25th 472
-4 Anmnounces Vice Admiral Onishbi has assumed command FIFTH
. Base Air Force 472
A Receives contact reports 472--4773 !
Receives Commander 3W Area Force's instructions once 3IXTH ‘
. Base Air Force reported 473
¥, 1 Knows search attack group of 3ix planes had departed Nichols
' Field %to attack carriers L73

3 Receives outline SIXTH Base Air Force operations for next day 473
E First Kamikaze attack unit departs Cebu Island to crash

enemy group of carriers 474
- i Discussion inauguration Kamikaze Special Attack Corps INIR
3 ; Receives report number enemy ships Leyte Gulf L75
Summary evaluation important contacts ensmy forces Philippines 475
Learns report enemy landing near legaspi false L15
Learns search attack from Nichols Field feiled make contact 475
Learns FOURTH Air Army has launched air strikes against
enemy ships Leyte Gulf 475
Learns opinions SW Area Force employment CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE,
DESRON ONE L7
Evaluation aircraft lost during day (9 planes) 477
Operational aircraft remainiag (24 planes) INY
(B) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army L78-48L

| Learns Commander SIXTH Basa Air Force's plan for gencral air offensive 478
Mo information available as to extent of srarch and reconnaissance

cperations 478
Receives contact reports L78-479
Discusses utilization army basss L7179
Places THIRTIETH Fighter Group under Commander SLCOND Air Division L79
Issues Operation Order for coming offensive 479-480
Discussion thereon 4,80
; Receives ccnfirmation X-day as October 25th and a contact report 480
? Issues amplifying instructions relating to Operation Order 481
: Discussion essence this order L1482
Learns Allies landing Rapu Rapu Island L82
Receives contact report L82
Receives Commander . # Area Force's instructions once LIXTH Baase
Air Force reported LB2-L23
Receives informaticn of other events during the day L83
Results claimed for the days attacks are illegible L3 3-L5L
Available aircraft {37) L8l
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COlg{EEg;ﬁti. Octoher 22nd

CHAPTER V - ALLYED OPERATIONS, October <Znd

(A) Operations of COMSCWESPAC

Receives contact —~ ons on three cruisers in Palawan P#ssage
Trarsmits message to COMTHIRDFLY drafted on previous day, delayed
by radio silence .
Goes ashore to inspeet conditions
Raturns aboard NASKVILLE
Learns FOURTEENTHE Air Porce search tw.ned back by weather
Receives C(MTHIRUFLT forecast increase in enemy submerine activity
Receives summary of ground force activitles
Receives various other dispatches
(1) Operations of Commander SEVENTH Fleet
Administrative control remains Hollundia
Headquarters at Hollandia receives most dispatches including
contact reports
(a) Operations of CTF 77 (Central Fhilippines Attack Force)
Particularly interested in operations ashore, at heachheads
Receivas certain dispatches and voice radioc messages
including contact reports
Receives query CMINCH to CINCPUA requesting what COMTHIRDFLT
had in mind about safe route
Learns TG 77.4 protests prospe.tive detachment DESRON
FORTY-SEVEN
Discussion thereon
Receives SEA DRAGON contact of previous day on one carrier,
four unidentified war ships
Becomes concerned over fueling plan and cancels CTF 79's
approval
Implements air - sea rescue procedure
Discussion thereon
Receives 1000 situstion report from CTF 79
Directs replacements for DESRON FORTY-SEVEN
Discussion thereon
Directs CTG 77.2 furnuish antisubmarine patrols upon departure
attack force commanders
Cancels MTB patrcl southern San Juaunico Strait
Authoriges CTG 77.4 make fighler sweeps

Advises CTF 79 of C.G. SIXTH Army request concerning unloading

reserves

Discussion rebroaacasting contact reports

Dispaiches daily summary operations to CUMSOWESPAC

Discussion theroon

Informs C{F 79 details ceremony for installation Philippine
Govermment

Learns COMTHIFDFLT's plan for rearming, fueling, provising
his units

Studies own situation

Hequests retention CRUULIV FOUR

Unusual view mental attitudes CTF 77 vis-a-vis COMTHIRDFLT

Learns FOUKTEENTH Air Force ssarches turned back by weather

Learns extent of damage AEJT VIRGINIA

48 56056

L85-562
485

L85
486
486
437
487
W7
Lag
4L88-555
488

488-490
490-54L0
490

4L90~492
492

49<
492-493

493

493
L9L
L9l
L9k
495

495

495
496
496

496
498
498
LI8-499

499

499
L99-500
500
500
500
500--501

Learns proersss ashoie at northern beaches highly salisfacto.ily 501

Keceives CUTHINDFLT!'s forecest increase in enemy submarine

activity
xxxviii C(,)m
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CONPTORNGD October 22nd

Learns 3eacat operations to commence about Oct.ober 25th
Learns COMTHIRDFLT's intention retirs two Task Groups Ulithi
(1) Operations of CTF 78 (Northern Attack Force)
Responsible for expeditious unioading
Notes Reinforcsment Group ONE has arvived
Concerned over problem of unloading unita this grovp at
RED Beach
Decides authorize unlioading at Cataisan Point despite
delay corpleting airfisld
Discussion thereon
Queries CTG 78.5 progress mineswseping certain areas and
learns sweeping undervay
Learns CTG 77.2 to provide antisubmarine patrol upon
departure of attack force commanders
Directs unloaded transports form and depart
Receives instructions assign one destroyer aivision CTG 77.4
Directe unloaded LST's to form amd depart
Forwards summarized report of situation
Has number ships remaining to be unloaded
(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group)
Discussed largely under CTF 78
Units Reenforcement Group ON& arrive
Learns certain unloaded ships to depart
Has fourteen LST's remaining be unloaded
(o) Operations of CTG 78,2 (San Ricardc Attack Zroup)
Units Reenforcement Group ONE &rrive
Learns certsain unloaded ships to depart
Has six LiT's, the JUPIT.h, ACHILLES and six X¥AK's
remaining to be unloaded
(c) Operations of CITU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH) and
CTG 77.3 (Close Covering Group)
(1) Opsrations of CTU 77.2.1
Composition of unit
Stands by for call fire missions
Retires to night stations north of Tay Tay Poirt
(2) Operations of CIG 77.3
Compesition of group
Stands by for call fire misslons
fietires to night station area SE of transport area
(d) Operaticnu of CTG 78.6 {Reinycrcement Group CNE},
CTG 78.7 (iteinforcement Group WO} and CTG 78.8
(Reinforcerent Group THHEE)
{1) Operations of CTG 78.6
Composition of aroup
Enters lLeyte Gulf on schedulse
Transports, LOT's WHITE Beach commence urloading
LiT's dastirnsd HeD Bea.h ordered anchor
Directs LiT*'s unload at Catalsan Point
Departs area with unloaded ghips
(2) Operations of CTG 78.7 and CIG 78.8
CTG 78.7 continues toward Leyte Gulfl
(TG 78.8 at Hollandia prepares for departure

xix T L

502-515
502
503

503

503
503-50%

506

506
506~507
507
507
508
503
509-5L0
509
509
509
510
510-511
510
510

511

5)2-5)7
512
512
53.2
512
512--513
513
513
513

513=515
513515
513
514
514
514
514
5Lis
515
515
515

gt

o e o



October 22nd

(2) Cperations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force) 516-534

Receives summairy rerort of CTG 79.1%.) operations of
previous day 516
Orders Naval bowrbardment of Catmcn Hill 517
Learns plan for saintaining acreen around transport area 517
Four L3T's destined ORANGE-BLUE Beach report repeatedly
for instructions 518
Receivws request f~om CTP 77 for summary of the situation
us of 1000 518
Criticized for appr.ving CTG 77.2's fueling recommendation 518
Forwards 1000 3ummary of the situation 519
Directs CTG 77.2 assign FS ships and arrange replenishment
schedule for next day 520
Discusses unloading problems in meeting with CTG 79.2 520
Learns CIG 77.2 assignments for F3 missions 521
Directs unlcaded ships >rm and depart 521
Studies unloading situation 521
bLirected send one cestroyex division to CTG 77.4 522
L=arns ships and stations of transport screen 522
Four L>7's again report for instrm stions 522
Complet«s discussion with CTG 79.2 522
Receives orders land Army Reserves area NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division 525
Lesarns of minesweeping progress 523
Directs four L5T's discharge at YELLOW TWO Beach 523
Recaives recommendation regarding transfer of smoke
i miterisls and vmmunition from departing ships 524
! Learns cowpositicn departing convoy 524
?’ Advises arcival date of damaged WAR HAWK 524
Many ships remaining to be completely unlozded 524-525
A (a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE) 525-528
Continues unloading throughout njght 525
Unloading primary concern 525-526
Receives request for information concerning ahipping
3 of TWENTY-FOURTH Corps 526
Replies with unloading percentages 526
Assigns destroyers for night FS misaions 527
Learns transporis not to retire for night 527
Leams composition of ships departing 527
Directs unload meximum rate during night 527
Recommends LST ecllect saoke material and ammnition
from ships leaving area 527
Advises unloading percentages 527-528
Has thirty-one LsT's, four cargc ships, one transport
remiining to be complestely unloaded 528
(b) Oporations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER) 528-532
Continues unloading ships 528
* Unloading problems still obtain 528.-529
¥ Observes Naval gunfire directed at Liberanan Head 529
Aisigned gunfire support ships 529
Receives raport of LoT unloading percentagea 5./9~530
A : Leaves flagship to inspect beaches 530
Returns to flagship, inspection unsatisfactory 530
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3 Receives wnloading report 530
3 Advises ships forming for departure 530
\ Orderod land 170TH Engineers 530-531
Discusses this order in MOUNT OLYMPUS ud.th CTF 79 531
Unloading situation improves 531
Hes five transporte, two cargo ships and nine lpS‘l"a
romaining to be unloaded 532
(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit sou'ru) 532-534
Units delayed in reaching station due to reduced
AN visibility (smoke) 532 :
X His fueling plan disapproved by CTF 77 533 !
' Designated to provide air-sea rescue aircraft 533 t
v \ Receives operationsl orders from CTF 79 533 ‘
v " As CTG 77.2 submits fueling and ammunition ;
replenishment plan 533-534 ;
As CTG 77,2 instructed to provide antisubmarine i
patrol upon departure attack force comanders 534 :
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 534-536
Operating in accordance with Harbor Defense Plan ONE 534~535
Composition cf group 534~535
Issues fueling instructions for next day 535
Operates during day as CTU 77.2.2 535
Day's operations completed, proceedz to night covering
5 station 535
(L) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 536539
Continues to provide &ir cover over objective area 536
Weather conditions the area 536
Expresses concern over prospective detachment DESRON
FORTY=~-SEVEN 537
TU 77.4.24 joins having completed duty with TG 78.6 537
Now assembled in full strength 537
¥ Launches afternoon strike (32 VF, 12 VT) 537
4 Recovers afternoon strike (losses 3 VF, 1 VT) 538
During day flies 242 direct support, and forty-four
: fighter sweeps 538
Claims heavy success against Lahug and Opon airfields 538
Has planes remaining (313 VF, 190 VT) 539
(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat Group) 539-540
At anchor San Pedro Bay 539
Prepares coimence patrol as scheduled 539
Movements of MTB's guided by certain instructions 539
Prepares to extend his operations according to plan 539-540
Decides base tender and fifteen MTB's at Liloan 540
MTB!'s depart for patrol stations 540
(v) Operatione of CTF 71 (Submarines West Anstralia) 541~555
Receives contact report from DARTER on thres large ships 541
Leamns DARTER not on assigned station 543
Takes no action; discussion thereon 541=542
Passes contact report to principal commanders 542
ilearns DARTER had iost contact 542
4 Studies the situstion 542
Learns DACL search for enemy negative 513
Learns of contact by TF 17 submarines on carrier force 543
X m
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Advises interested commands of submarine movements -
somewhat in error
Assigns lifeguard duties to PADDLE
Receives request from DACE for extension of patrol to work
mesrchant convoy
Authorizes DACE remain until October 24th
Discussion this extension
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO
(a) BREAM
Conducts patrol near Cape Calavite
Authority for such action
Discussion indefinite patrol orders
(b) GUITARRO
Continues toward Mindoro Strait
(2) ROCK and BERGALL
(a) BERGALL
Continues toward sea area south Saigon
(v) ROCK
Decides return patrol line
Decides remein patrol few days longer
(3) BLUBGILL
Continues return to base
(4) ANGLER
Picks up Japanese survivors
Patrols along traffic route toward Manils
Probably receives contact report by SEADRAGON
(5) DACE and DARTZR
(a) DARTER
Contacts CRUDIV SIXTERN
DACE joins in the chase
Unable to attack, loses contact
Heads for station in westem Balabac Streit
Establishes rendesvous with DACE
(b) DACE
Joins in chase of DARYER's contact
Search of Dangerous Ground for enemy negative
Commences return to Fremantle
Receives contact report on msrchant conwoy
Requests extension patrol to work convoy
Discussion thereon
Receives extension patrol
Ordered by wolfpack commander rendesvous with DARYTER
Discussion deviations from assigned patrol stations
(6) HAMMERHZAD
Continues tcward Fremantle
(7) TANTIVY
Dropped from further discussion
(8) GURNARD
Searches for convoy previcusly contacted
Contacts convoy, attempts attack
(9) BATFISH
Contimes towerd station north Scarborough SHOAL
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CQIFTUFNSIAL, October 22nd -

{10) cop
Reports sighting enemy aircraft Lingayan Gulf
Discussion thereon
Receives contact made by SEA DRAGON
(11) LAPON
Continmues toward Fremantle
{12) COBIA
Contimies towmrd Fremantle
Picks up Japanese surviwvors
{13) RATON
Continues toward Mios Woendi
Dropped from further discussion
(14) PADDLE (Lifeguard Sutmarins)
In Makassar Strait
Learns about air strike for next day
(15) Submarines retiring from the area
(2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC
Goes ashore with COMSOWESPAC
Doesn't 1like look of Leyte airdromes
(a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force
Assigns tasks
(1) C.G. FIFTH Bomber Command
(2) Commanding Officer 310th Bombardment Wing
(3) Commending Officer Ninety-First Photo Reconnaissance Wing
(4) CTG 73.4 (Commander Fleet Air Wing SEVENTE:N)
Advises PE,Y searches negative
Advises all commands concerned of planned strikes
Learns prescribed tasks accomplished this day
Claims riot supported by Japanese information
Notifies all concerned PBLY searches negative
(v) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Force)
Continues toward Morotai
Continues to execute ssarch plan FCX
Claims damage to enemy
Search planes deviate from primary miseion by attacking
enesty shipping
Directs ten Catalinas (PEY's) to Leyte Gulf by October 23rd
(1) Operations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group)
HALF MOON and SAN CARLOS move to Hinunangan Bay
(B) Operations of CINCPAC - CINCPCA
Studies COMTHIHRDFLT's two dispatches to COMSOWESPAC
Issues inastructions to COMTHIRDFLT directing him in effect to continue

his covering operations and forbidding him to move ma jor units into
the South China Sea
Evaluates intelligence and decides Main Force or Supply Force had
sortied Inland Sea
Discussion this evalustion
(1) Western Pacific Task Forces
(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT
Continmuea toward Point READY
Recoives severai contact reports on enemy combatant ships in
Verde Island Passage and Palawmn Passage
Rendezvous with TG's 38,1 and 38.4L
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Lesrns COMINCH desires early amplification COMTHIROFLT's

Receives CTG 30.5's request reduce air searches to 800 miles 573
Advises CVE's be fully utilized transport replacement aircraft 574
Informs CINCPAC present intentions send carrier groups Ulithi 57

request for route to South China Sea 565=-566
Learns from CINCPAC, Main Force or its supply force had
probably sortied Inland Sea 5566
Receives orders from CINCPAC in effect to contime his
covering operations and forbidding him to move major
units into the South China Sea 566
Intercepts SEADRAGON!'s contact report on carrier force
Lugen Strait 566
Continues concern himself with Operation HOTFOOT 567
Plans Strategical Psychological Warfare measure against Japan 567
Intercepts contact report by DARTER 568
Learns arrival "Window" shipment ' 568
Directs TG's 38,1, 38.4 to proceed Point CONDOR 568
Moves closer Ulithi 568
Directs HANCOCK transferred to CTG 38.1 568
Acknowledges orders continus cover SOWESPAC operations 568
Learns Saipan-based searches negative 569
Issues directive for next day 569
Directs TG's 38,1 and 38.4 proceed Ulithi 569
j Discussion thereon 569570
i Issues orders replenishment Ulithi 570
! Authoriges cancellation afternoon search due weather 570
‘ Requests number of planes remaining in CTG 38.1 571
Directs BUNKER HILL and escorts (TG 30.4) to Manus 57
Desires retain pilots FITRON EIGHT fit for combat 571
! Receives special contact report by Japanese plane 572
t Discussion thereon 572
| Replies COMINCH query concernirg South China Sea 572
! Discussion thereon 572=573
i

Learns planned strikes C.G. FIFTH Air Force 574
Advises CTG 30.8 of fueling plans 575
Discussion thereon 575
Intercepts Morotai-based plane contact 575
H Advises status ammnition available 575~576
Geceives reply from COMSOWESPAC mission cover KING 11
essential and paramount 576
Reestimates the situation 576
Informs command anticipated increase snemy submarine astivity 576
Amplifies report of previous day's strikes to COMSOWESPAC 576-577
E Learns air searches over South China Sea turned back by weather 577
i Recormends elimination duplicate weather reports 577
: H Learns air ssarches from Kosacl Passage negative 573
[ Review of COMTHIIDFLT's decisions on this day 578
s (1) TF 38 (Past Carrier Task Force) 579--589
(a) Operations of CTG 38.1, CTG 38.2 and CTG I8.4 579-582
¢ (1) CTG's 38.1 and 38,4 in company near Point READY
where joined by CTG 38.2 579
TG 38.2 launches morning search 579
E ¥ CTG 38.L transfers BILOXI to TG 38.2 579
CTG 38,1 tranafers MARSHALL to TG 38,2 579
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(2)

4481930 37

CTG's 38.2 and 38,3 ordered Point CONDOR
CTG 38.2 detaches HANCOCX to TG 38,1
Cancels afternoon search due to weather
CTG 38,2 detached and proceeds independently
Receives orders procesd Ulithi October 23rd
Receives orders transfer COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON
to TG 38.4
Learns of return to basic employment schedule
Maintains routine air patrols
(2) Operations of CTG 38.2
Operates independently from about 1150
Detaches HANCOCK with escortis
Makes no enemy contacts
(b) Operations of CTG 38.3
Proceeding to refuel
No replacement aircraft available
Ordered Point CONDOR
Mskes no enemy contacts
(2) Operations of CTG 30.5 (Air Search, Reconnaissance and
Photographic Group)
Continues route air searches
Requests suthorigation reduce 1,000 mjle search sectors
to 800 miles
Search plane sights two destroyers
Search planes fail to contact Main Force which is well
within search sector
Discussion thereon
Requests orders be issued move forward certain Marine air
units as scheduled
Learns COMTHIRDFLT articipates increase in enemy
submarine activity
Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific)
Raceives contact report from CTF 71 on three cruisers
SEADRAGON claime two timed torpedo hits in carrier
Discussion of contact received
Receives amplifying report from CTF 71 irdicating one cruiser
might be a battleship
Issues submarine movement notice
kdvises his command SEADRAGON's renort of two timed hits in carrier
Learns FOURTEENTH Air Force searches turmed back by weather
Receives contact report from DRUM on three destroyers
Learns COMTHIRDFLT expects increase in enemy submarine activity
Receives contact report from SHARK
Receives contact report from ICEFISH which reguests extension patrol
Summarizes day's contacts and evaluates movements
{(a) CONVOY COLLEGE
(1) SAWFISH, ICEFISH, DRUM
(a) SAWFISH
Wolfpack commander intercepts SHARK's contact report
on carrier force
Learns DRUM contacted three destroyvers
(b) ICEFISH
Sights task force (2 CA/CL, 3 DD)
Experiences difficulty sending report

. x1v O D,

579~-580
580
580
580
581

581
581
5e1
582
582
582

583-58L
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(c) DRIM 5%U~595
Sights three deatroyers 594595
Sends contact report 595
(2) SHARK, BLACKFISH, SEADRAGON 595--599
(a) SEADRAGCH 595-597
Attacks carrler force (actually SECOND Striking Force) 596
Queried concerning carrier 596
Sends contact report, two hits in carrier 596
(b) SHARK 597-598
Receives SEADRAGON's revort of snemy contact 597
Contacts enemy 597
Questions SEADRAGON concerning carrier 597
Unable close, sends contact report 598
Attempts regroup wolfpack 598
(c) BLACKFISH 508-599
Receives running reports on enemy contact 598-599
Coritacts enemy by radar 599
Unable close 590
(3) SNOOK 599
Patrolling independently 599
Intercepts SHARK's contact reports 599
Made no contacts, sets course to close SHARK 599
(4) BLACKFIN 599-6C0
! Appears to have arrived in patrol area 599
! Receives orders change patrol ares 599-600
,’ (57 HADDOCK, HALIBUT, TUNA 600
| Continue toward pat.ol station 600
(6} PINTADO, ATULE, JALLAO 600
1 Depart Saipan for patrol 600
g (7} BONEFISH 601
1 i Proceed townrd base 601
(b) Nortnwost Coast of Formosa (TANG) 601-602
TANG sights numerous enemy aircraft, makes no wevort 601
Discussion thereon 601502
(¢) Northeast Coast of Formosa (SILVERSIDES, THIGGER, SALMON) 602
(d) MARU MORGUE (SEA DOG, BILLFISH, SAURY, BURRFISH, STERLET) 602-603
(1) SEA DOG 602603
Attacks convoy sinking tuwo cargo ships 603
! (2) SKATE 603
4 ‘ Proceeds toward base 603
Dropped from fuvrther discussion 603
4 i (e) Nagasaki - Sasebo (CROAKER, PERCH) 603608
(f) HIT PARADE 604605
(1) The Approaches to Bungo Suido ( BESUGO, HONGUIL) 60l -605
Wrlfpack commander decides cover eastern Bango Suido
as well as western 604
Discussion thereon HEQU~6GS
(2) The Approaches tc Kii Svido (GABILAN) 605
(3) The Avproaches to Tokve Ray (GREENLING, TAMPOR) 605
{?) China ~ Burma - India Theater 606
(1) Operations of C.G. POURTHKENTH Air Force 506
Search planez turned back by weather 606
Anticipates cancslling night searches hecause of wsather 606
Ssarch planes might have located the SECOND Striking Force

had night search been flosn 606
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CHAPTER VI — JAPANESE OPERATIONS, October 22nd

(a)

g

B A

¢
fi

Operations of CinC Combined Fleet

Remaining s: Hiyoshi headquarters

Wstches drveloping situation closely

Still coucerned over SECOND Striking Force

Laarns CRUDIV SIXTEEN designated for the movement of troops
Receives FIRST Striking Force dispatch dividing his command into

two groups

Knows planned employment his principal forces in penetration operation

Directe Commander 3W Area Force to order Commander SECOND Striking
Porce into penetration operation
Discussion thereon
Actual reasons for not transferring SECOND Striking Force to
FIRST Striking Force
SEOOND Striking Force and THIRD Section expected operate separately
albeit closely
Discussion thereon
Learns Main Force reported as enemy
Receives planned future movements of that force
Advises all air commanders of Main Force routing
Receives numerous contact reports showing eleven to fourteen
ensmy carriers
Discussion thereon
In view five day deviation from the SHO Plan studiss situation to
determine shipping
Lzarns night search planes from Garan Bi made no contacts
Learns Main Body had sortied from Brunei at 0805
Serds dispatch exhorting all foarces do utmost
Receives dispatch reganding the jamning of enemy intelligence
organizations in the Philippines
Lesarns movemsnts of CRUDIV SIXTEEN reference Manils
Discussion therson
Learns of arders moving reinforcemsnts to Cagayan
CofS directs care be exercised in identification
Studyo developing situation and warns against Allied submarines
Loarns THIRD Section sortied Brunei at 1500
fisceives Main Force dispatch regarding changes in his prejected
movemsnt plan
Awaits movement reports SIXTH Base Air Force to the Philippines
Iasues dispatch concerning training of certain SIXTH Base Air
Force peraonnel
Laames of enemy air striltes in the Philippines
Receives intelligence information presumably from Allied broadcasts
Discussion of disagreement between CinC Southern Ar:y and C.G.
FOURTHEENTH Area Army
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Striking Force
Continues departure preparations
Ships complete fueling to capacity at 0500
Or zanises Supply Force
Tranafers saaplansas within battleships
Commences getting udarway
Composition of FIRST and SECOND Sections (Mailn Body )
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b THIRD Section remains at auchor 626
Sortie undetected 626
Fails to make antisubmarine sweep on sortie 626=627
Has at least forty-one seaplanes 627-629
Forms alert crulsing dispositions 623
Discuszion thereon 629~631
e flecoivee numerous contact reports 632
' ; Estimates situation 632633
s Issues directive for search and escort aircraft (ship-based) 635
3 Rsceives message from CinC to use care in identification and
recognition 635
Y Issues modifying instructions for search and wcort aireraft 636
VY Receives warning against Allied submarines 636
: Receives numerous reports on aircraft, subm nes and mines 636637
. Issues maneuvering instructions for the night 638
Discussion thereon 638-639
DACE and DARTER in unfavorable intercepting position 659
(a) Operations of Commander THIRD Section 64,0-64,2
| Completes plans and issues them to his command 61,0641
j Sorties Brunei Bay &t 1500 641
3 Composition of THIRD Section 641
: Forms cruising disposition 641
a } Discussion thereon 641
Sends seaplane to make arrangemento with ships present mark
Balabac Strait L2
: Receives same reports as Commander FIRST Striking Force 6,2
_ Does not seem to be toc coacerned over the Allied submarinen
Rt % challenge 2
3 ! (2) Operations of Comuander Main Force 64,3664
% Continues toward a position about due east Luzon Stralt 63
5 Fonders developing situation (hes 113 planes) 63
4 Alerted by reported presunce en.ty submarines (all false) 643
§ Discussion Japanese doctrines regarding individual movementis
' of ships Ehly
Launches air search and A/S pairol oLy
Weather conditions not particularly satisfastoxy YAA
Assumes conditions alert for daylight steaming aL5
Sights type Two large flying boat 55
Concerned over shortages of standard articles 8,5-646

Notes land based aircraft assigned patrol duties hat not ap.eared YR
Lesrns friendly plane had reported contact on a foree uimilar to his 647

Revines air antisubmarine patrol dispositiuns &7
Decides force contacted was Main Forcs; notifies those concerned 647
Discussion thereon 64,8
Jasues schedule for the day 8
g Issues fueling rlan 648
* 3 Receives info from ityuga of RDF on what were wstimated to to
enemy carriers 64,8-6L9
Studies ensmy situation as of afternoon of rrevious day 6,9
Discussion therecn 650
Makes estimate of tho situation and decides on fuelir , course
and security precesutions 650 651
Discussion therseonr 651

i Supplements earliar oi-ers concsning air antisubmarine Cispositions 651
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Lexins plane had sighted and attacked enemy submarine
Delays fueling
Issues instractions mdifying fueling plans
Issues instructions for afternoon gsearch
Adviges commarnd that at 2116 previous evening enemy task force
was in Latitude 15°-00!N, Longitude 131°-00'E hesding north
Directs fueling opsrations be started immediately
Notes delays in fueling
Receives contact reports on Allied carriers
Reestimates the =.tuation and makes decisions
Discuassion thereon
Receivps penstration order for Main Body and THIRD Section
Lezrng SECOND Striking Forse to penetrate into Leyte Gulf - wonders
about coordination with THIRD Section
Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces to
do their utmost
Changes movement schedules
leaams both day searches negative
Learns CARDIV FOUR directs exercise care regards recognition
‘Issues air operations plan for following day
Receives Imperial Rescript
Discussion thereon
Lack of treining evidenced by loss aircraft
Ordere fueling continued until 2000
Discussion fueling performance
Pueling record table
Summary air cover during the day
Discussion continued movement to eastward
53 Contacts Allied submarines (false)
Radically changes courss - heads for planned station east of
" Luzon Strait
Receives CofS Combined Fleet's dispatch advising Main Force routing
Plots many contact reports
At 2400 about 680 miles due east of Formosa
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force
Concerns himself with operations FIRST Supply Group
(1) Operations of Commander FIRST Supply Group
Sorties from Bungo Suido at 0500
Forced to reduce speed becauss of mishaps
Sonar contacts not on Aillied subtmarines
Fortunes of war are with him
(2) Operations of Commander SEUONG Supply Group
Rewrains at Kure making preparations for October 23ird
departurs
(3) Operations of Commander Advance Expeditionary Porce
Submarine I-~54 at 1700 contacts a group of Allied ships
Discussion thereon
{(4) Operations of Commander SIXTH Base Air Force
Completes preparations movement hia force to Philippines
Awaits reports from planes from Formosa and day searches Luzon
Revisws his plans
Substance of plans
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Learns Rapu Ra-u landing report false

Devetes his atuontion movement his forces to Philippines

Receivas errcneous report on carrier force 500 miles ezst of
Tacloban

Learns night sesarches from Garan Bi negative

Receives several contacts on carrier forces off Leyte GulY

Learns elghty transports inside Leyte Gulf

Aware of air reid warning southern XKyushu

Leerms with satisfaction no air strikes on Luzsn by the Allies

Estimates the sitwation

Niaayagion thereon

Decides present movement plan suitable

Cancels dusk attack owing inability determine Allied situation

Arrives Manila abou* 1700

Opsrates directly under Commander SW Area Force

Receives routine information dispatches

Sces the "die is cast®

Hecomes more familiar with plans FOURTH Air Army

Arrival SIXVK Pase Air Frrce Luzon causes great contusion

Learns SECOND Striking Force ordered penetrate Leyte Gulf in
coordination with FIRST Striking Force

Discussion tleveon

heestimates the situation and recommends &1l antisubmarine patrols
be assigned 954th and 955th Air Groups

Assigne taske for following davy

Learns for the tirst day's offensive strikes stili hae to rely
on FIFTH Base Air Force personnel for servicing aircraft

Believes has 178 aircraft in Clark area

Surmary of planex landing at Clark Field Complex

Studies running estimate determine whether changes in his wasic
plans required

Rsceives Cof: Combined Fleet's dispatch advising Main Force routing

i Dperations of Commander SW Area Force

Aware that designated air tases would not be corpleted when SIXTH
Base Alr Ferce arrived

Commenc: - raceiving contact reports

lLearns nuisht searches from Garan Bi neputive

Informaticn extent long range searches meager

Receives contact on eight carriers from FOURTH Air Army

Recelves Commander FIRST Striking Force's "penstration order®

ihis information very important for it affected air ope tations
his command

Receives report eighly transports in Leyte Guil

Rerwives CinC Combined Fleet'!'s dispatch directing Commander
SECOND St ~iking foree intn the peaetration operation

Receives above dispateh wil'  aiisfaction an? concern

Nirects Commander SECOND Striking Force to comply

Makea every effort insure effective movement two army hattalions
Cagayan to Leyte

Concerned over how wo nentralize the Allied "intelligenre o.,zans
in Philipolnes

Advises COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN concerning plans for movement two
battalions Cagsyan to Leyte
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Discussion thereon

Gstimates carrier forces he might encounter

Receives reguest for additicnal destroyers from COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN

Receives CinC Combined Fleet's dispatch exhorting all forces do
their ctmost

Receives suggestion exercise care in jidentification

Arrival Commander SIXTH Base Air Force in no way changes
relationahips betwean Commander SW Area Force and
Comuander FIFTH Base Air Force

683684
684~685
685

685
685-686

686

Learns air action by Main Force would be initiated dawn October 2hth 687

E2ceivas warning against Allied submarines
Discusaion thereon
Learns planned movements THIRD Section next three days
Learns THIRD Section plane operate independentlr
Results ¢onsuitations with THIRTY-FIFTH Army Headquarters relativs
landing craft
Knows Philippines have been struck by Allied aircraft (total 162)
Receives Commander SECOND Striking Force's dispatch advising
expected arrival entrance Surigao Strait 0600 October 25th
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Force
Heading toward Manila Bay
Fired on ineffectively by SEADRAGON with four torpedoes
Contacted by SHARK and BLACKFISH
CofS SW Area Force reiterates reccmmendation SECOND Striking
Force be employed penetration operation
Causes satisfaction and disagreement
Sights large aircraft
Decides send repregsentative Manila explain his plans
Discussion "Oft recurring requirements"
Directed take part psnetration operation and to cooperate
with Commander FIRST 3triking Force
Likely makes several estimates of situation employing
different assumptions
Discussion thereon
Foresees losing three DD's (likely DESDIV 21)
Would be serious reduction his fighting strength
Instructe COMDESDIV 21 rejoin SECOND Striking Forem
Learns F1RST Striking Force divided into two groups
will change owm plans
Awaits movement dispatch from Commander THIRD Section
Learns CRUDIV SIXTEEN directed arrive Cagayan to transpert
troops to Leyte
Receives Commander Main Forcaet!s planned route
Learns Allied submarines assembling cover novements Japanese
forces
Receives Commander THIRD Section's movement order
Now has necassary information prepare own plans
Estimates the situation
Issues psnetration orders to SECOND Striking Force
Discussion thereon
Discussion plans and ideas of Cine Combined Fleet
lasues SECOND Striking Force OpOrd ko, 5
Receives RDF Tix on Allied submarine transmitting an urgent
request

1 AN N A
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{1) Operations of COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN 702=T00
Unknown to him, is being trailed by DARTER 702=T02
Wonders what counterlandings are being contemplated 703
Receives diapstsh frrm CofS SW Area Forcae advising that
five transports w're to concentrate at Cagayan October
2ith ared were to come wnder his commard 703
FOURTESNTH Area Army's coordinate action 703
Estimates the sitaation, decides on reeds 703
avises Commander S¢ Area Force of needs 703
Receives CinC Combincd Flest's dispateh exhorting all
forces do their utmost 70L
To take charge of all ships Cagayan as Cormander SW Area
Force Guard Force 704
Wonders meaning "depending on the situation the divisien
may put jnto Manila Harbor® ' T0L~T0%
Receives (ommander Main Force's movement plan 705
Receives warning against Allied subtmarines 705
3 Receives COMEATDIV TWO's movewrant. plan for THTRD section 705-=706
Receives dispatch giving boats avallable Guard Torce 706
A Learns SLCOND Stiriking Force (CRUDIV TW'NTY=ONE, DESRON ONE)
to take part in penetration operation 706
o N¢ “es need for continuing antisubmarine measures 706
Ry (2) Operations of COMDESDIV TWENTY-ONE 106=707
g Sighted Ly DRUM /4
i Receives dispatch orders from Commander SECOND Striking
Force 707
' (b) Operations nf Commander FI.%H base Alir Force TO7-TLL
Fighters preparing for Kamikaze Operation 707
! Learns night search from Garan Bi negative 708
‘ Directs his command assist SIXTH Base Air Force in the
activation of base activities 708
Discussion thereon 08
Rereives contact reports on 1ight carriers by SECOND
Air Division 708-709
Not unduly alarmed by these contacts 709

Learns from C.G. FOURTH Air Army eighty transpoiis in Leyte Gulf 709
Receives first contact report from own search planes (on

. A carrier force) 709
-4 ; Aware arrival first units SIXTH Base Air Ferce 709
Learns division of FI2ST Striking Force and prospeciive route
each part 709-710
Receives supggestion exercise care in identification 710
g Learns gir action by Main Forco would be initiated dawn
Y ! Ociober 24th 70
! Learns planned movements THIRD Section next three davs 3
Briefs Commander SIXTH Base Air Force on current sjituation 711
Learns Commander SECOND Air Division?'s plans tor the general
offensive 711
Learns confusion caused by arrival SIXTH Base Air Fo:ce mne
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force's operations for next day 712
Learns plans SECOND Strikiny Force in penetration operation 72
Lesarns composition and route ot Main Force 712-713
Number of operational aircraft (24) 713
Japanese very adapt employing Jummy aircrafi 713
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DM scussior thereon T13~T1h
Ponders advisability moving a larye part his aircraft Davao Tk
(R) Operetions of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 715720
Concerned sver Allicd air operations 715
Awaits result= of the mnrning search and reconnsissance flights 75
Interested primarily in contacts made by his own nlanes 718
Receives two contact reports from SECOND Air Divigion on eight carriers 715
Error in contact identification - were escort carriers né i
Receives report eighty transports Leyts Gult 76 }
Orders Commander SECORD Air Division restrict attacks to Allied ships 5
other than war thips mMé
Receives report Yrom a Manila search plane 77
Cautions his =ommand nt
Learnas div.nion FIRST Striking roree and prospective route each part 717 .
Receives SECOND Air Divisioa Operatiom Order.A-207 which is discussed
herein 17718
This order conforms clnsely with his basic attack order (A-518) 7.8 :
Discussion therewt 719 !
Arrvival SIXTH Base sir Force causea coasiderable confision 719 .
Reinforcement sircraft erriving as planned (61 planes) 720
Receives reports imiicating Philiyppines had been attaciked hy ;
Allied aircraft 720
Oper-aiional planes (97} 720
CHAPTER VII -~ ALLIFD CFERATIONS, G000 — 1042 October 23md TA-T87
(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC 7217864
" Receives contact reports on Japanese shipping en rovte Manila -
Coron Bsy area T2
Preparing inswall Philippine Commonwzalth Government 721
Gratified learn COMTHIRDFLT will contimue cover SOWESPAC operations 74 ‘
Receives DARTEER contact repaort on three probatle battleships in ‘
Palawan Passage fg'At
Recnives DARTER's report amolifying contsct to eleven ships 122
Informs COMNAVGRPCHINA he wants FOURTEENTH Air Force continue air
sear<hcs until November 30th T2 .
(1) Operations of CONHSEVENTHFLT 723-758 '
Takas no wwisual aotion either as COMSEVENTHFLT or as CANF SOWRSPAC 723
(a) Operaticns of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Force) 723758
Watches contact reporis very closely due having eome transports
ard LET'a to unload and pruspective arrival TG 78,7 72372
Commences receiving contact reports ¢n enemy forces west of
Pnilippines 72k
Laams with satisfaction THIRD rleet vo search much of Sibuyan
: Sen as possible T2A-725
4 Receives report USRTER's contact on three probable battlesnips 725
; Discussion thereoa 725
E teceives second report from DAHTHFR increasing enemy to nine
( ahips 725
Confuses these contact reports 725726
Receives third report from DART:R increasing enemy fo eleven
; shipe 726
Receives intelligence Commander SECOND Striking Force had
?’ requested an oiler at Coron Day 726
gf‘ Restirates the situation and dscides request assistance from
H COMTHIRDFLT 720723
3 | 1144 CORPTiRTron,
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Observas rerlenishment grovp anchor

in Coron Bay area a3 build-up for magnified
rung against leryte
Discussion therson

intention of Tokyo Expresa operations

Necesaity for thinking each situstion through
Continues unioad’.ng
1000 daily
Cont.irues unlouding

Cavalry Division

Anchors San Pedro Bay
Contimues patrolling the area two
and 78.8 (Heinforcement Group Three)
(1) Opsrations of CTC 78.7
Approaching Leyte Gulf
(2) Operatione of CIG 78.8

an SOA of nine knots

Leyte Gulf
Tansfers to WASATCH for further transfer
Discusces above contacts with CTF 77
boats repcrt to CTG 78,2 for duty

Contimies unloading

Learns 381st RCT has landed
(c) Operations of CTU 77.2.2 (Fire Support

Jiv

Soxities Humboldt Hay and heads fo.

CGetober 23rd

Iaforms commanders le regards approach ensxy combatant ships

Tokyo Express

Disregards ensmy capsbilities of wajor ficet action and/or
raids by enemr surface forces and ge"tles instead on enemy

Navel War Cnllege analysis of Savo Island states, "A Commander
in making his plans, should follow the method of enemy
capabilities ruther than the mothod of enemy intentions*,

Reasons for CIF 7715 icceptance oi enemy intentions this case

(1) Operatiors of CIF 78 {Northe'm Attack Force and CIG 78.1)

Receives CTF 79's regreat ror operation summary as of
(a} Cperations vf CTG 78,2 (San Ricardo Attack Group)

Notes LCI(G)'s & and 69 commence recormoitering
San Jvanico Strait with representat.ive FIRST

{b) (1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (Fire Support Unit NORTH)
Reicases CALIPORNIA and PENNSYLVANIA proceed
indspendenitly stations FS Area SOUTH

(2) Opsrations of 4TG 77.3 {Close Covering Group)

to five miles

vast and southeast o€ the Tranaport Area
(c) Operations of CTG's 78.7 (Reinforcement Group Two)

Levte Gulf at

(2) Operations of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Force)

Obzerves unlosding and, because of contacts on Allied forces

in Palewan Passags and west Luson Strait, d2sices expedite
Advises CTF 77 of the TF 79 and TU 77.2.2 units present in

to Tacloban

Direcis CTG 79.1 send six LCI gunboats, four LCI (Mortar)
(a) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE)
Due to rapidity of unloading foresees early departure

(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER)
leasrns 170th Enginesr Battalion has landed

Unit SOUTH)

728

729
730-733

733

734
734~735
735
735-738
735

735
736
736

736
736-737

737
727
737

137

738
738
738
738

738
738-742

738

739
739
739

739
739-74L0
40
740
TL0-741
(Y

Th1-Th2
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Observes Replenishment Group (TU 77.7.1) enter and

w
g
i
4
§
;
4
¥
¥
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!

anchor off Liberanan Head Thl
RICHARD P, LEARY reports for duty Th2
(3) Operations of CTG 77.2 (Bombardment and Fire Support Group) 742~743
Continues to patrol east of Tay Tay Point with ships from
TU 77.2.2 Th2
TENNESSEE at anchor near Catmon Hill repairs completed %2
Directs units TU 77.2,2 proceed FS stations 742
Enemy aircraft appear, beginning at 0530 742
Makes plans for replenishment his units 743
(4) Operations of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group) 743-TU5
Provides air cover and support over cbjective area and
3 his own unit 743
g CHENANGO's TCAP shoots down snemy rlane Thh
’ Flying conditions good Thdy
Support Groups commence hitting pill boxes and trenches
in the San Pablo Area Thds
Launches fighter sweeps against northern Mindanso airfields 744
3 Fighter sweeps strike Del Monte airfield complex Thds
Receives or intercepts contact reports of enemy comhatant
units in Palawan Passage and westward Luzcn Strait T4L5
Receives COMTHIRDFLT's order restationing his carriers to
search to westward L5
Estimates effect enamy movements toward Coron Bay and Manila 745
Decides new disposition carriers will enlarge the scope of
own cperations 745
Completes numerocus sorties Ths
Has 311 VF, 190 VT remaining 745
(5) Operations of CTG 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boats) 06
MTR's in San Juanico Strait make no contacts 46
Makes preparations extend operations include Mindanao

and Camotes Seas 6
Directs WACHAPREAGUE, with fifteen MTB's establish advance
base at Liloan Bay 6
Thirty MTB's endeavor coirplete woyage repairs and prepare
for immediate service Th6
{b) Operations of CTF 71 (Submarines West Australia) 6-758
Believes Japanese surface Jorce has entered his arsa of
responsibility L6
Regrets absence air searches by FOUKTKENTH Alr Force 746
Receive several contact reports from DARTER on enemy surface
[ forces renorting a minimum of eleven ships TLE-T4T
Passes this information to the Senior Allied Commanders THT
Estimates enemy force as from one carrier, four unidentified
ships to four large ships and three additional ships mne
E Regrets failed maintain on station four submarines which he
had promised he
Considei's Japanese forces contacted likely heading fer Coron Bay 748
(1) BREAM and GUITARRO proceeding independently to assigned
patrol stations L8
% (a) BHEAM, southwest of Manila, fires six torpedoes at
é enemy cruisers, liikely ATAGO or AOBA Class L2749
¥
:
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5, Torpedoes AOBA Th9
;1 - Air and gurface A/S sesrching sffectively for BREAM %9
; AOBA being towed by KINU en route Manils 749

3 (b) GUITARRO takes station for interception of reported
: Japanese force eén route Manila %9
(2) ROCK and BERGALL 750
ROCK returns to sssigned station 750

‘ BEHGALL having made no contacts off Saigon commences

return assigned station 750
(3) BLUEGILL procesding southward en route Mios woendi 750

(1) ANGLER reverses course and heads for Palawan Passage at

full speed in hopes intercepting DARTER's contact report 751
(5) DACE and DARTER rendezvous at 0100 and discuss tactics to

be employed for wolfpack operations against merchant
\ shipping 751

R i T L A L N

: ! Both DACE and DARTER make contact on FIRST Striking Force
3 | entering Palawan Passage — DARTER at 0116, DACE at 0125 751
3 j Encounter great difficulty in obtaining suitable attack
3 positions due speed of enemy ships 751
3 DARTER contacts by radar three probable battleships 752
! DACE now estimates correctly enemy disposition 752
Wolfpack comnander directs DACE submerge and make dawn
" attack with DARTER making first attack 752=753
? Directs DARTER take station ten miles ahead of western
‘ column and DACE ahead eastern column 752
DARTER fires bow tubes and sinks ATAGO 753
} DARTER fires four stern torpedoes at second heavy cruiser 753
; Makes two hits on TAKAO 753754
: DACE fires six bow torpedoes at battleship (actually MAYA) 754
DARTER notes enemy shipping departed except TAKAC 754
Attacks of DACE and DARTER possible because of iucky breaks 754756
(6) HAMMERHEAD departs for Fremantle 756

(7) GURNARD makes two unsuccessful attacks merchant ship convoy 756
Breaks off chase, heads Point DATOE minelaying operations 756

‘ (8) BATF1SH 757
: (9) CCD unable locate SEADRAGON contact 757
i Commences patrolling Cape Bojeador 757
\ (10) LAPON en route Fremantle decides render any assistance
PADDLE and patrols off Balikpapan 757
(11) COBIA completes trensit Mindoro Strait en route Fremantle 758
| (12) BLACKFIN receives orders to patrol Area D-6 and sets
} course for same 58
i (13) PADDLE arrives at lifeguard station off Balixpapan 758
E (14) Several submarines retiring from the area 758
% (2) Operations of CAAF SOWESPAC 75976k
: Prapares depart NASHVILLE attend installaticn President
Philippine Commonwealth 59
{a) Operations of C.G. FIFTH Air Force 759764
Awalts results tasks assigned snbordinates 759
Requests rescue PhY and fighter escort for bomber st.tike on ”
7

Puerto Princessa
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Piscussion thereon 260
CTF 77 vnable provide fighter esscort 760761
Learns two B=-24's staging through Morotasi, bombsd Malabato
airfield (near Coron Bay) 761
Discugsion thereon 761=-762
(b) Operations of CTF 73 (Naval Air Porce) 76276k
Arrives Morotai and moors alongside TANGIER 762
Due congested airfield requests CIG 77.4 have CVE arrive as
soon as possible 762
(1) Cperations of CTG 73.7 (Advanced Group) 763764
Awaits arrival first elements VPB's 763
Awaits CTF 77's reaction to request for fighter sscort
before replying to C.G. FIFTH Air Force's request
for rescue PHY 763
Learns two five-plane sections of PBY's have departed
Mios Woendi for Leyte 763
Advises CTF 77, "Daylight Catalina Available®; requires
fighter escort 764
(B) CINCPAC - CINCPOA 764-787
Advises command Japanese oiler axpected arrive Coron Bay this day 764
Learns Japanese plane for second straight day has made contact on
Japanese surfacs force off Okinawa 76k
Conaniders rt erroneous — {actually report correct as was on
Hain Force T6h
(1) Western Pacific Task Forces 765783
(a) Operations of COMTHIRDFLT 765783
Previous day dispatches show marked difference of opinion
regarding the strategic employment of TF 38 765
Katching developments to determine whether or not his planned
replenishment schedule wae sound 765
Receives SHARK!s report of four large and three additional
combatant ships 765
Recoives H.Q. COMSEVENTHFLT intelligence summary indlicating
no wajor reaction to invasion of Leyte 766

Reviews instructions to his command and decides his planned
operations for TG's 38.2 and 38.3 in Area CONDOR are net
sound 766
Pinds it difficult to swing blows in support from Area CONDOR 766
Decides move TG's 38.2 and 38.3 much closer to the Philippines 766
Directs CTF 38 {who was in TG 38,3):
(a) proceed immediately to Latitude 15°-00'N, Longitude
123°-30'%,
(b) extend afternoon air search cover much Sibuyan Ses as
practlicable,
(¢) launch early morning search to maximum distance in sector
220°-295°(T) and
(d) leave WASHINGTON, ALABAMA and DESDIV 100 at Point CONDOR

to rendezvous with CTG 38.4 757
Discussion thereon 767
Learr.s MESUGO now patrolling eastarn half Area 7; RONQUIL

wastern halft 767
\
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{ May have felt Bungo Suide submarines had failed intercept Main
Force or that Kii Suido or Shimonoseki Suido had been employed 768
Learns from CTF 71 of DARTER's contact on three probable

battleships in Palawan Passage 768
Recsives DRIM's contact report of the previous evening on
three destroyers 768
! Notes TG 38.2 has rendesvoused with the fueling group 768
‘ Receives DARTER's contact reports amplifying ensmy forces
first to nine and then to at least eleven enemy ships 769
Receives ICEFISH's contact of previous day on two heavy
eruisers and three destroyers 769
Believes correctly ICEFISH and SHARK's contact reports are
both on Japanese SECOND Striking Force 769
Reestimetes present cituation determine whether or not his
| plans are adequate 769=TT70
! Decides present plans are inadequate to guard approaches
; through Philippines TT1=772
! Reassigns 1G's 38,2, 38.3 and 38,4 along the eastern liltoral
' of the Philippines 772
Discussion thereon T72=773
Fails give coverage enemy moving from north or northeast 73
: } Issues no special instructions to CTG 30.5 to investigate
3 intelligence reporting Japanese force 773
Decides not to change CTG 38.1's orders 73
Discussion thereon T73=775
(1) TF 38 (Fast Carrier Force) 76783
(a) Operations of CTG's 38,1 and 38.4 176=T777
COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and DESDIV 100
joins TG 38.4 776
Composition TG 38.4 =TT
CTG 38,1 notifies COMNAVBASE Ulithi of impending
arrival with TG's 38,1 and 38.4 T
CTG 38.4 ordered operate off Samar i
(b) Opsrations of CTG 38.2 778-780
Receives instructions from COMTHIRDFLT directing him to
o operate about ninety miles due east Polillo Island 718
> Effects rendezvous with fueling group and commences
! fueling 78
, Is now to operate off eastern entrance San Bermardino
| Strait 778
: Use of phrase "unless otherwlse directed" discussed
herein 779
Detaches BUNKER HILL, STEPHEN POTTER, and BENHAM to
proceed Ulithi 780
Composition TG 38.2 780
(¢) Operations of CTG 38.3 780782
Learns CTF 38 with TG 38.3 directed proceed station
ninety miles due east Polillo Island 780
Detaches COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA and
DESDIV 100 to join CTG 38.4 781
! Composition TG 38,3 781
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Learns movements other groups TF 38 but does not know

i

new assignment TG 38,2 782 :
Receives numerous contacts on Allied forces 782 4
{2) Operations of CTG 30.5 {(Air Search, Reconnaissance, and i
Photographic Growp) 782783 i
3 Continues air searches from Kossol Passage, Saipan and }
4 Tnian which as of 104Z are negative 782 §
Attacks merchant ships while on search 783 3
Discussion therson 783 :
(2) Operations of CTF 17 (Submarine Force Pacific) 783787 :
Realizes enemy surface units heading Luzon have likely entered
his area 783
Receives dispatch from BESUGO effect patrolling plan for HESUGO
and RONQUIL has been changed to cover Bungo Suido 783
Discussion thereon 783-784 i
3 Receives report DARTER has encountered three "procbable battleships"® !
o in Southern Palawan Passage 784785 '
5 Learns DARTER now reports enemy force composed of at least eleven
.‘.? ahips 785
g Notifies COMTHIRDFLT BONEFISH will arrive Saipan October 27th with
rescued airmen 785
(a) CONVOY COLLEGE 785
(b) Northwest Coast of Formosa 785-786
TANG sinks three cargo ships 785-786
(c) Northeast Coast of Formosa 786
(d) MARU MORGUB 786
(e) Nagasaki — Sasebo 786
CROAKER sinks cargo ship 786
(£) HIT PARADE 787
BESUGO and RONQUIL take stations acrosa entrance Bungo Suido 787
(C) China -~ Burma - India Theater 787
(1) Operations of C.G. FOUKTEENTH Air Force 787
Day searches as of 1042 negative 787
CHAPTER VIIY - JAPANESE OPERATIONS, 0000 - 1042 October 23rd 788-853
(A) Oporations of CinC Combined Fleet 788849
' Learns that (‘ormander SIXTHK Base Air Force has arrived st Manilas 788
"y Warns his commanders to give spacial attention activities Allied
' submarines 788
Learns Comainder SECOND Striking Porce's plan for penetration operation 789
P Becomes aware SECOND Striking Force plans enter Surigao Strait five
.- hours aj“er THIRD Section 789
iy Receives :ontact and RDF reports largely on Allied submarines 789
Learns A(3A torpedoed 790
Contact :epourts reveal little change in position and number Allied
carrie’s 791
; Learns Fain Force contacted by Japanese nlane 791
i DPiscussicn thereon 791
Receives additional rontacts on Allied submarines and surface craft 791
: Learns TAKAO torpedoad T
; Obseryes snemy awarv location two of hia task groups 792
1ix COREAINIGRE A 1,
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(1) Operstions of Commander FIRST Striking Force 793821,
ATAGO struck by torpedoes in Palawan Passage (sinks at 0653) 3
Transfers flag to KISHINAMI Tl
Learns TAKAO and MAYA also terpedoed 794
Owing poor communication facilities decides transfer flag to YAMAIC 79.4-795
Digcusaion thereon 195
! Knows command transferred to COMBATDIV ON: 795
Lsarns COMBATDIV ONE has assumed command 790

Learns COMBATDIV ONE has informed high command of uamage suffered 97
Vital information must get through to aporopriate personnel with

minirur delay 797199
Learms Commander SECOND Striking Force's plan in penetration
operation 798
Receives mmercus contact reports 798
! (a) Operati ons of Commander Main Body 799. 822
! Receives several iDF fixes on Allied submarines 79
Hears extrerely loud submarine radio transmission 779800
Main Body contacted by DARTER and DACE 800
Fails take adequate 4/° countermeasures 200
Discussion thereon £01-803
Fails launch aircraft R0
Discussion thereon 804,
ATAGO, TAKAO struck by torpedoes £04-805
Action to be taken upon submarine sipghtink discussed herein £05~-806
(1) Operations of Commander F1AST Section 806-814
Commences radical course changes because .f submarine 806-827
l ATAGO sinks (0653) 807
Observes MAYA explnde and sink (0705) 808
Boards KISHINAMI 808
Reestimates situation as regards TAKAO 808
Delays ir increasing speed 808
Discussion speed as an A/S defense 809810
Directs BATD!V THREE and NOSHIRD dispatch nc, 1 A/S
Patrol Group g10
Ships commence launching aircraft 811
Discussion cruising disposition 812
Transfers command to COMBATDIV ONE 813
COMBATDIV ONE estimates situation 814
NAGANAMI and TAKAO ordered Brunei Bay effect emergency
, rapairs 814
i Discussion thereon 814~815
: Asaigns ASASHIMO and NAGANAMI to escort TAKAO 816
Learns some aircraft FIRST Recco Unit have been launched 816
Informs units of change of command 817
Cancels A/S and A/A aircraft dispositions ordered by
FIKST Striking Force 817
: Releases BATDIV ONE SigOpOr< Ne. 16 organizing air patrels  817-218
! Rleceivea numerous contact reports A18
i (2) Operations of Commander SECOND Section (COMBATDIV THREE) 818-822

Commences making radical course change upon torpedoing of
: ATAGO and TAKAO and settles on course which would pass

over area where ships torpedoed 818-819
Discusaion thereon 819
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Orders FIRST Receo Unit to take off as soon as rsady and
carry out missions after neutralizing enemy submarines
Observas MAYA torpedoed anc turms away
Discussion Commanders decisions
(b) Operations of Commander THIRD Section
Air cover provided by land-based aircraft
Learns Commandsr SECOND Striking Force'a peiatration
operation plan
Advises his commuand of SECOND Siriking Force'z plans
Discussion Command Relstionships between Commsnder's THIRD
Section and SECOND Striking Force
Reslizes SECOND Striking Force plans operate well separated
{2) Operations of Commander Main Force
Receives dispatch frem CofS SIXTH Esse Air Force pointing out
Main Force ie dependent on 30lst Air Group for forward and
southern flank searches
Receives contact report of enemy carrier force
ISUZU sights submarine
Launches air search
Sights unidentified carrier-piane
Belatedly changes disposition from anti-submarine to ansi-aircraft
Discussion thereon
Sights Japanegse patrol plane which iiistakenly reports Main Force
as enemy
Discuasion thereon
Search plaie reports attacking unidentified submarine
Discussion difficulties due ditference maximun speeds within conrmand
Receives numercus reports concerning Allied units
(a) Operations of Commander Main Force Supply Force
(1) Operations of Commarsier FIRST Supply Group
En route Koniya (Amami O Shima)
(2) Oporations of Commander SECOND Supply Group
Preparing sortie Kure this day
(3) Operations of Commander Advanced Expeditionary Force
Available submarines (11) en route assigned positions
(4) Operations of Comrander SW Area Fcrce
Watching developing situation closely {rom his headquarters
in Manila
Learna AOBA torpedoed off Manila Bay
Reestimates situatinn relating thereto
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force attack ahorted becaus. nud weather
Receives numerous contacts on ensmy forces (Jurgely submarinea)
Directs two SC's proceed aid AOBA
Issues DesOpOrd No. 627 clarifying organization and i asi-r
SECOND Striking For.e
Learns AOBA bsing towed by KINU
Receives three additional contact reports
(a) Operations of Commander SECOND Striking Fovea
Learns AOBA torpedo«d off Manila
Changes course pass clear AOBA's position
Learns AOHKA being townd by KINU

— .
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i
(1) Operations of COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN gIe-gLy |
Y Discussion c¢ruising disposition 338-839 !
3 AOBA torpedoed by BREAM 839 i
Decides have KTINU vow AORA commencing at dawn 840
Wisdom this decision discussed herein 840~-841 i
KINU commences towing st 0815 841 i
Rzports towing has commenced 841 ;
3 (b} Opsrations of Commander SIXTH Base Air For:e 84 2-847 i
A i Notifies al) commands of ils movement to Manila 842
. Advises Main Force dependant on 80Lst Air Group for forward
and southern flank searches 842
Yot familiar with land-based operations in support Main Furce 842
| Reestimates situation 843
l Issues instructions to certain air units 843 N
! Learns AOBA torpedced Bl *?
‘ Likely launched his air searches 844 "
Units depart attack Allied carriers east of Philippines,
planes available less than 150 845
Most units ab~rt due bad weather 845
- 4 atlied force in Leyte Gulf sighted Ly search plane 845-845
‘ Directs commanders Clark Field complex maintain CAP cver area 46
Discussion over supervision planned action 846
Discussion possible success Kamikaze atvtacks and effect on
SIXTH Base Air Force 847
(c) Op=rations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Force 847-849
Decides disperse widely Kamikaze units 847848
Learms AOBA Uinrpedoed 8L3 i
Learns Kamikaze units depart attack carriers 848-849
Learns SIXTH Base Air Force attack aborted due weather 8L9
Receives contact on Allied forces in Leyte Gulf 84,9
{G) Operations of C.G. FOURTH Air Army 850-853
Learns C.G. SECOND Air Division issues order A-210 which implemented
A-207 of preceding day £50-851
Air units deploy to previously assigned bases £h2
Composition FOUKRTH Air Amy 852
Operaticnal attack ai.craft likely less than 150 planes 853
E Making preparations nove headquarters to Bacolod latsr in the day 253
h CHAPTER IX ~ FP1LOGUE 854
‘ * #* t
APPENDIX 1 ALLIED OHGANIZATION AT 1042 CCTOBER Z3KD,
BATTLE FOR LEYTE & LF 855883
APPENDIX II OHGANIZATION OF JAPANESE FCHRCES AT 1042
OCTC. ER 23RD, BATTLE FCR LkYTE GUL?P 884-888
APPENDIX JII AIR AND SURFACE OPERATIONS sRhAS OF RESPONSIBILITY BB9-A91
APPENDIX 1V JAPANYSE ATHCHAFT 892
APPENDIX V ABBRHEVIATIONS USaf IN THIS WORK 893-894
APFENDIX V1 ALLIED COMMUNICATIONS, CINCPOA, COMBOVESPAC,
COMTHIKDFLT AND COMSEVENTHFLT 895-900
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ALL TIMES IN THIS ANALYSIS, EXCEPT ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES
ARE ZONE TIME (=9)
ALLIED DISPATCH TIMES ARE GREENWICH CIVIL TIME*

The t'me of receipt of many dispatches, both Allied and Japsnese, has
been generally unavailable to this analysis. In order to compensate for
this, it nas been assumed from an average time of receipt of & number of
important dispatches that, unless otherwise stated, important dispatches
concerning operations were received by action addressees in one=half hour
when handled via direct circuits. Such assumed times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase "at about", while actual times of receipt are
indicated by the phrase %at (time inserted)", While this assumption may
seem snomewhat generous, a study of this analysis will show that where such
assumptions are made the result of later receipt (such as one hour or more)
wonld have caused little or no change in the basic study.

Often the time of receipt is known for one command but is not known for
other commands, When this much information is avaiiable an anelysis of the
commander under discussion is made to determine whether or not it was likely
he received the dispatch on the same transmission as the coumander with the
known time of receipt, Such items as location, cowmand organization,
jmportance of command and importance of the dispatch are conaidered, When
appropriate it is therefore assumed that seversl conmanders received a
particular dispatch at the same time, in which case this assumption is so
indicated in the text,

In order to summarize cortact information each contact plate lists in
tabular form time of contact, location and the time of receipt by the
principal cormmanders. The abbreviation "Rec'd" ir the time box indicates
the report was probably received; exact time unknown. The time box left
blank indicates either lack of information as to receipt or the contact was
considered of lesser concern to the commander, Where applicable the one~
half hour transmission time assumption explained above, has been applied to
contact reports and those receipt times recorded,

® It will be noted that scme Allied Air Force dispatches employ local zone
time, in which cases the zone designating letter (I) is suffixed to the
date-time group.
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PRINCIPAL COMMANDERS
ALLIED

(a) Southwest Pacific Area
Commander Southwest Pacific Area ( COMSOWESPAC)

Chief of Staff

Commarder Allied Air Force SOWESPAC
(MIWSPAC)
Chief of Staff

Commander Allied Naval Forces SOWESPAC
( CANFPSOWESPAC)
Chief of Staff

Coammander SEVENTH Pleet (COHSEVENTHFLT)
Chief of Staff

Commarding General SIXTH Army

Chief of Staff

Commander Central Philippines Attack Force

(cTR 77)

Chief of Staff

Commander Bombardment and Fire Support Group

(C1G 77.2)

Chief of Staff

Commander Escort Carrier Group (CTG 77.4)

Chief of Staff

1xvii

General MacArthur,
Douglas A., USA

Lt. Genersl Sutherland,
Richard K., USA

Lt. Ceneral Kenney
Geor,» C. (AC), USA

Brigadier Genersl Beebe,
Hoyden E., (AC), UsA

Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USK

Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H., USN

Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USN

Commodore Schaeffer,
Valentine H,, USN

Lt. General Krueger,
Walter, USA

Brigadier General Decker,
George H., USA

Vice Admiral Kinkaid,
Thomas C., USN

Commodore Schaeffer,
Velentine H., USK

Rear Admiral Oldendorf,
Jesse B., USN

Captain Bates, Richard
W., USN

Asar Admiral Spra7fue,
Thomas L., USN

(aptain Carson,
Joseph M., USN
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Commander Dinsgat Attack Group (CTG 7€.4)
Chief of 3Staff

Commander Minesweeping and Hydrographic Grouph
(c16 77.5)

Commander Northern Attack Force (CTF 78)
Chief of Staff

Commander Palo Attack Group (CTG 78.1)
Chief of Staff

Commander San Ricardo Attack Group (CTG 78.2)
Chief of Staff

Commander Southern Attack Force (CTF 79)
Chiof of Staff

Commander Attack Group ABLE (CTG 79.1)
Chief of Staff

Commander Attack Group BAKEE (CTG 79.2)

Chief of Staff

Rear Admiral Struble,
Arthur D,, USK

Captain Abdill,
Everett W., USN

Commander loud, Wayne
R., USN

Rear Admiral Barbey,
Danisl E,, USN

Commodore Nobls, Albert
G., USN

Rear Admiral Barbey,
Daniel E., USN

Commodore Noble, Albert
G., USN

Rear Admiral Fechteler,
William M., USN

Captain Sprague, Albart
T., Jr., UoN

Vice Admiral Wilkinson,
Theodore S., USN

Commodc s Powell,
Paulus * , USN

Rear Admiral Conolly,
Richard L,, USN

Captalin Moore,
Walter E., USN

Rear Admiral Roysl,
Forrest B,, USN

Captain Dugan, Paul
F., USN

¥ Since no Chief Staff Officer was assigned TIG 77.5 this function was
performed as additional duty by Lieutenant Roy E. Daly, USNR.
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Comeander Submerines SEVENTH Fleet
Chief of Staff

Commander Subiarines West Australia (CTF 71)
Chief of Staff

Pacific Ocean Areas

CinC Pacific Ocean Areas (CINCPOA)
Chief of Staff
Commander Western Pacific Task Forces
Chief of Staff
Commander THIRD Fleet (COMTHIRDFLT)
Chief of Staff
Commander FIRST Carrier Task Force (CTF 38)
Chisf of Staff
Compander Forward Area Central Pacific Task
Force (CTF 57)
Chief of Staff
Commander Shore-Based Air Force

Forward Area (CTF 59)

Chief of Staff

Rear Admiral Cnhristie,
Ralph W,, USN

Captain Nichols, Philip
G., USN

Rear Admiral Christie,
Ralph W., USH

Captain Nichols, Philip
G., USN

Admiral Nimitz, Chester
W., USN

Vice Admiral HcMorris,
Charles H., USN

Admira) Halsey, Willlam
F., Jr. UsN

Rear Admiral Carmey,
Robert B., USN

Admiral lalsey, William
P,, Jr, USN

Rear Admiral Carney,
Robert B., USN

Vice Admiral Mitscher,
Marc A., USN

Commcdore Burke, Arleigh
A., USN

Vice Admiral Hoover,
John H,, USN

Captain Scull, Herbert
M., USN

Major General Hale, Willia
H., (AC), UsA

Colonel Carr, Lawrence
J., (AC), USA

b . b
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Coxmander Submarines Pacific Fleet
(COMSUBPAC) (CTF 17)
Chief of Staff

(¢) Chins-Burma~India Theater
CG Army Forces CBI

Chief of Staff

CG POURTEENTH Air Force
Chief of Staff

CG TWENTIETH Bomber Gommand
Chief of Staff

JAPANESE
Commander-in=Chiief (ombined Fleet

Chief of Staf?
Comrander Mobile Force
Chief of Stafl
Commasier Main Force
Chlef of Staff
Commander FIRST Striking Force

Chiel of Staff

1 xx

Vice Admiral Lockwood,
Charles A., USN

Comxodore Comstock,
Merrill, USN

Genersal Stilwell, Jousph
W., USa

Brigadier General Cannom,
Robert. M., USA

Xajor General Chennsule,
Cisire Lo, (AC) USA

Brigadier Gemeral Gleaw,
Edgar F., USA

¥ajor Geneval Leyy, Curtls
Es, (AC) US4

Briyadier Gensval Dpetad,
John E,, USi

Admival Toyoeda, Soeww, IJN

Vica Admiral Xwseka,
Ryunomate, IJNW

Tice Acnbral duawm,
Jdivaburo, XWM

Resr Admiral Ghayusal,
Suac, LN

Yice imiral Drows ,
Jisatnwwe, TJN

Kear Adnical Obayashi,
Suweo, ISN

Vien Admiral Surita,
Takewr, IJN

Rear Admiral Noyunagl,
Tomijd, YJIN
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Commander SSTULND 8triking Force
Caint of Staff

Comaander Advance Expeditionary Porce
Chief of Staff

Copmander Southwest Arex Force

Chief of Staff

Commsnder THIRD Scuthern Expeditionsry Force

{Philippine Force)
Chiel of Staff

Commancer FIFTH Base Alr Force
Chief of Staft
Commanisy STITH Base Alr Force

Chisf of Stalf
CinC Southern Army
Chief of Staff
CG FOURTHEENTH Arca Army
G POURTH Alr Ary

Chiel of Staffl

1xxd

Vice Admiral Shime,
Kiyohide, IJN

Rear Admiral Matsumoto,
Takeshi, IJN

Vice Admiral Miws,
Shigeyoshi, IJN

Rear Admiral Nishina,
Koso, IJN

Vice Admiral Mikawa,
Gunichi, IJN

Vice Admiral Nishio,
Hidehiko, IJN

Vice Admiral Mikewa,
Gunichi, IJN

Rear Admiral Shimamoto,
Kyugoro, IJN

Vice Admiral Teraoka,
Kimpel, IJN

aptain Ndahara,
Toshihike, IJN

Vice Admirsl Fukudome,
Shigeru, TJH

Rear Admiral Sugimoto,
Ushie, IJN

Field Marshal Terauchi,
Hisaichi, TJA

Lt. General Iimura,
Jo, 1JA

GGeneral Yamashita,
Tomoyuki, IJA

Lt. General Tomlnaga,
Kyoji, IJA

Lt. General Terada,
Seiichi, IJA
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(g) Southern Army Field Marshal Terauchi, Hisaichi

(1) FOURTH Air Army Lieutenant General Tominaga, Kyoji

(2) SECOND Air Division Lieuterant General Kinoshita, Isamu

(b) POURTH Air Division Lieutenant General Kinoshita, Isamu*

(c) SEVENTH Air Division

Y,
thilipnine Alr Op 'rati z1, Phase 11, Page 4L0. 1t is believed Lieutenant General
“iwshita c.cmmands 4 both divisions after gassuming command of the 2ND Air
‘vioton when fts riginal o owmander was wounded or October 19th, 1944.
~ i COTTRQENT L
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Volume I of the study of the Ba.tle for Leyte Gvlf covers ‘he wpreliminary
operations of this oatile on both the Allisd an. Japanese sides wntil 0712
October 17th, 1944. This was the moment when Japanese lookouts on Suluan
Island at the entrance to Leyte Guif made & contact report un Allied curface
forces entering Leyte Gulf. These Allied surface forces were the advance
forces of the SEVENTHFLT which had beer ordered, commencing D-3% day (Octover
17¢h) to prepare the way for the seizure by the 5IXTH Army of ceriain areas
on Leyte Island preparatory ' scising the Philippines. (A thorough brief
of Volume I is contained in the Introdu.iion to Volume II1).

Volume II of *his study covers the three-day period of operations from
D-3 through D-1 day (2400 October 19th).

(A) Allied.

(a) Advance Force (1) seized Suluan Island at the entrance to Le;te Gulf
and also seized positions on scuthern Homonhon and northern Dinagat Yslands,
(2) destroyed by gunfire and air bombardment enemy personnel, installat _ons
and facilities along the east ccast of Leyte and especially with! . the
selected landing areas (in the vicinity of Palo and Dulag),; (3) reconnoite~ed
with UDT's the approaches to the above selected landing areas and reported
them as satisfactory, (4) clearsd most of the objective ares of minee
(actually all mines swept were in Area .WEfP at the entrance to Leyte Gulf.
Here in thesa three days the minesweepers swept 190 mines all of which
proved to be of the chemical hern contact tyre), (5) made a hydrographic
survey and installed a number of navigatioral aids;

(b) Covering and Support Forces (1) hit the Clark Field Complex, the
Manila area of Luzon, and the shipping in the Manila area heavily by air
strikes on the 18th and 19th (TF 38 planes), (2) hit the Takao area of
Formosa by an air strike on the 17th (TWENTTELT Bomber Command), (3) bit
the western Visayas by air strikes (Negros, Cebu. Pan.y) heavily on the
18th and 19th (TG 77..), (4) made rs_onnaissance searches thronghout the
area, (5) made by both air and submarine a number of impo: tant contacts,
notably on the 5ECCND Utriking Force en route Maro, this latter by submarines.

During this period (&) COMTHIKRDFLT sent two Jispatches to CulOOWBESPAC
warning of the likelihood o1 Tckyo Express operations by the enemy in support
of the Leyte garris.n, (b) the '1lied amphibicu. forces continued on toward
Leyte and at 2400 October 19th were a.recady penetrating into Le te Gulf,

In strateeic commaud of all forces in the SUWnSPAC drec was COMSOUNESPAC
with his headquarters at Hollandia but who at this time was in the cruiser
NASHVILLE, entering Leyte Gulf.

# Although CuMdUahﬁPAC-Bmployed the .erm A-day rather *than D-day, the
latter is employed tricougha . this analysis co folluw the more familiar
military usage.
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(B) Japanese,

Because they felt that the Allied landings on Suluan, Homonhon and
Dinagat Islands appeared to be part of an invasion move against the central
and southern Philippines, and because they had contacted four ensmy carrier
groups off Luzon, the Japanese High Command decided on October 18th that
there would be a landing in the Philippines. The Navy activated SHO One at
1701 and the Army activated it for 0000 the following day.

Meanwhile the Naval High Command commenced concentrating the principal
air strength of the SIXTH Base Air Force in Formosa preparatory to moving it
to the Philippinea-~restored CARDIV THREE air units still in Japan and

: CARDIV FOUR units at Oita and Kagoshima Air Bases capable of operating from
| carriers to CARDIV THREW, and transferred the sadly depleted T-Force to
CinC Combined Fleet,

On October 19th the Navy informed the Army that preparations were under-
way for the Combined Fleet penetration into Leyte Gulf. Surprisingly this
plan was opposed by the Chief of the Army General Staff who proposed that
the Navy adopt a policy of conserving fleet strength. As a result of this
disagreement no conclusions were arrived at., The Navy therefore persisted
in going ahead with plans for the penetration operation-~the Army, on the
other hand, persisted in opposing such an operation., Alsc since on this
day the air forces operating in the Philippines had contacted many Allied
forces concentrating on Leyte Gulf, the Naval High Command became convinced
that the Leyte landing was to be the main landing and was not a diversion
nor a reconnaissance in force,

! The Japanese surface and submarine forces operated as follows:

(a) FIRST Striking Force sortied from Lingga-3ingapore at 0100 October
18th and headed for Brunei Bay where it was to arrive on the 20th,

(b) SECOND Striking Force sortied from Amami O Shima at 0530 October
18th and headed for Mako (Pescadores Islands) where it was to arrive also
on the 20th, and

(c) Main Force in the Inlamd Sea continued preparations for sortie which
was planned for the 20th; the Advanced Expeditionary Force sortied eight
submarines of the B Group on October 19th.

The Japansse air furces operated as follows:

(a) FIFTH Base Air Force continued preparations for the defense of the
Philippines by (1) launching seventeen sorties on October 18th and five on
October 19th against Allied carriers and shipping and by launchiry long range
searches on Oclober 19th which contacted in their range, most of the Allied
forces approaching the Leyte area, and (2) vreparing base facilities for the
deployment of the HIXTH Base Air Force there, At 2400 October 19th the FIFIH
Base Air Force had forty planes operational out of sixty-seven available,
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(») SIXTH Base Air Force continued its preparations for moving to the
Philippines., On October 19th the commander (1) issued orders for the SHO
One decisive battle, (2) directed his command to move te the Philippines on
October Zlst amd 22nd and launch attack operations on October 22nd and 23rd,
and (3) advised the principal commands that he had on Formosa at 0800 this
day 395 aircraft of which 223 were operaticnal. At 2,00 October 19th the
SIXTH Base Air Force had about 505 operational planes out of 842 available,
and

(c) FOURTH Air Army continued its operations in defense of the Philip-
pines by launching five air strikes against Allied shipping in Leyte Guif
and by conducting short range air searches which supported the long range
air searches of the FIFTH Base Air Force. At 2400 October 19th the FOURTH
Air Armyv had fifty-five operational planes out of ninety-two available.

In strategic command of all Naval forces including Naval air forces was
CinC Combined Fleet who was en route from Formosa to Hiyoshi (Kyushu) but
who at 2400 October 19th was at Omura Kyushu where he had been forced to
stop for the night, because of bad weather.

A Brief Narrative of the 0000 20 October - 1042 23 Qctober Fhase of the

Battle for Leyte Gulf

(1) Opera“ions on October 20th.
(a; A'lied.

During the early hours the Allied amphibious forces entered Leyte
Gulf., At this time, CTF 77, who had arrived with these forces, assumed
coxmard of all operations in the objective area. “he advance group was then
digsolved aru its several components reported to v rious commands to continue
their funct’onal tasks, and the Fs groups and air support groups commenced
conducting the final pre-landing borbardments as scheduled.

At 1000 CTF 78 landed the TENTH Corps on schedule on the ncrihern
beaches in the vicinity of Tacloban with only limited opposition. The
TWENTY-FOURTH Bivision landed on ftikl) Beach (Palo), while the FIRLT Cavalry
Division landed on WHITE Beach (San Ricardo). Meanwhile the TweNTY-FIRST
Infantrs Regiment had landed unopposed at GREEN Beach (Panion).

Similarly CTF 79 landed the TWENTY -FOURTH Corps on the southern
beaches, in the vicinity of Dulag, also with only limited opposition. The
iEVENTH Infantry Division lanced on VIOLKT und Yell.OW Beaches, while the
NINETY-5IXTH Infantry Division landed on ORANGE and HLUE Beaches.

This success in landing unopposed, or with only limited opposition,
was not due entirely to the effectiveness of the Allied preliminary air and
sunfire bombardments, but was aisu due to the fact that the Japanese troops
{n the Dulag .ind Tacloban areas were not in their defense positions but
1, stead had »ithdrawn Lo safer positions until the oreliminary bombardments
had ended., Thw Allied tandings oceurred faster than had been estimated.
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The wiloading of additional troops, supplies, and equipmern:t
followed soon after the assault waves, and by early a’terncon general
unlcading had commenced. Some delays wers encountered in the unloading of
material over various beaches.

Also in early afterncon CQ.SOWESFAC with his party went ashore to
luspect the -rogress ~* operat‘ons st the northern beaches and to broadcast
his return to the people of the Philipgpines, returning to his flagship at
1600, Near the day's end he reperteC to COMINCH that the Leyte landing had
been most. successful, that operstions were proceeding according to schedule
wi:l very light losses, and that while heavy enemy mortar fire had been
encouat 2red no eaemy heavr shore artillery had been located.

At 1430 the C.G.” s TWENTY-FOURTH Infantry Division and FIRST Cavalry
Division and at 1750 C.G. NINETY-sIXTH Infantry Division assumed command
ashore, illustrating the raridity with which operations progressed,

At 1615 ti 2 HONG' ULU was torpewced by ar enewmy plane.

By 1800 the Fanaun phase of the operation had been completed. (TG
78.3 then withdrew most of the naval forces participating therein and pro-
ceeded toward the specified rend=zvours with the unloaded transports of TF 78
which he was to conduet “rom Leyte Gulf to the rear areas. These numbered
fifteen transports and five LSD's f -om the northern beaches; none departed
the southern beaches.

During the day (a) the Escort Carrier Group (TG 77.:) made a
significant contribution to the operations by prowiding direct air support
of 305 sorties and air cover of 132 TCAP, and twenty target Asp sorties;
with losses of but two VF and five VT a reraft, (b) Allied submarines carried
out their routine operations making no contacts of unusual importance. How-
ever, certain submarines were off station; with the result tnat (1) the
Japanese Main Force sortied Bungo Suido unobserved at 1735 this day, and (2}
the Japanese FIRST Striking Force entered Brunei Bay also unobserved at 1200,
(c) the minesweepers swept thirty.-two chemical horn moored mines in Area
OWELY giving a four day total of 222 mines, and (d} the .ir elements of the
SOWESFAC forees continued their operations in general support of the KING IY
operations, periorming searches, reconnaissance stirikes and auxiliary tasks
in various areas.

COMTHIRDFLT during this day, noting that enemy reaction in strength
win pcager, does no¢ sesm Lo have been widuly concerned about the situation
for he directed two of his carrier groups to fuel on the morrow, and the
remaining two to operate in a covering position off San Bernardino Strait.
However, he was clearly becoming more and more concerned over operation
HOTFOOT (air strikes on the Japanese Homeland) and over the faect that his
pllots were showing combat fatigue. In this latter connaction, he had
recelved a report during the forenoon that FITHHON EIGHT in the BUNK-R HILL
was "practically 100 per cent suffuring from combat fatigue",

TF 38 on this day continued to operate in active support as follows:
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(a) TGts 38.1 and 38.4 (under CTG 38.1 as OTC) (1) furnished two
direct support. strikes of 101 planes each which attacked ground targets
behind the southarn beaches and (2) flew several fighter aweeps, totaling
forty-four plimes, ~n neutralization missions against Japsnese airfields in
the western Visayas and northern Mindanao, and

{b) TG's 38,2 and 38.3 rendezvoused at noon in an area about. 200
miles northeast of San Bermardino Strait where they operated in a covering
position and frim where they {lew morning and afternoon searches to the
northwest which were negative as far as enemy contacts were concerned,

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Ssarch Plan
with negative results. TG 30.3 continued onward toward Ulitni undisturbed,

No contacts of importance were made by the FOURTEENTH Air Force
planes, with the result tnat only one contact was forwarded Lo Allied
commanders, i.e., that on five large unidentified ships, heading eastward
in the South Chins Sea.

{b) Japanese,

During the morning (a) the Chief of the Army Generai. Staff who had
violently cpposed the Combined Fleet penetration into Leyte Gull at ¥his time
and who had refused to defend Leyte with other than the forces there now,
surprisingly reconsidered his position and decided that the army would defend
Leyte with the maximum ground forces which could be brought inte the area in
a manner similar to that which was originally planned for Luzon, (b) the
SECOND Striking Force arrived Mako (0800) and shortly thereafter commenced
fueling from the oiler RYOEI MARU, (¢) the Chief of Staff Combined Fleet
issued (a* 0813) his overall battle plan which entailed primarily (1) the
FIRST Striking Force penetration to the Tacloban area at dawn on October 25th,
X-day; (2) the Main Force, in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force,
maneuvering in the area east of Luzon so as to divert the enemy to the north
and, should a favorable oppcrtunity arise, attacking and destroying the
enemy; (3) Commander SW Ar=a Force, who commarnded all naval air forces
concentrated in the Fhiljppines, in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force,
destroying enemy carrier and invasion forces; and (i) Comander 5iXTH pase
Air Force advancing to the Philippines, and ander Commar'<~ SW Area Force,
launching an all out offensive against ihe enemy task forces on October 24th,
Y-day, (d) the Chief of Staff Combired Fleet also (1) suggested, at 1006,
to Commander FIRST Striking Force that he consider dividing his command into
two groups to enter Leyte Gulf through San Bernardino Strait and Surigac
Strait, and (2) informed his commandsrs of the composition of Allied carrier
forces as compiled by POW interrogation. This information was remarkably
accurate, arnd (e) at 1145 Cinl Comuined Tleet finaily arrived at Hiyoshi
(Tokyo) having completed the last leg of his long—lelayed return flight
from Formosa,

During the aiternoon (a) at 1200 the FIRST striking Force arrived
Brunei Bay and by 1230 had commenced fueling the small units frorn the larger
units, (b) at 1400 the Main Force, with hrt 11€ planes, departed Sada Misaka

461950 37 - 8 1xcvid QU Lidiaibivh].




and headed for Bungv Suideu through which it sortied undetected at 1735, (e)
at 160U a contact report was made in Leyte Gulf on twenly warships, seventy
large ships and eighty smaller craft and transports, (d) throughout the day a
numper of contacts were received on Alliec rorces outside Leyte Gulf, and (e)
a® 1802 CinC Combined Fleet.assumed Jirect command of the FIRST Striking Force
tnereby, in effect, dirsolving the Mobil: Force,

The FIFTH Rase Air Force, with but torty operaticnal planes; con-
tinued limived opevations for the defense of the Philippines by launching
small air attacks againest allied shipping in Leyte Gulf ana Allied carriers
off the Gulf. {.nce it lost seven planes during the day and appears to have
received nene, it ended the day with thirty-three planes. At 2000 Vice
Admiral Onishi relieved Vice Admiral Teraoka as Commarder FIFTH Base Air
Force and at 2347 he established the first Kamikaze Special Attack Corps.

The SILT'{ Base Air Force, in addition to issuing by dispatch the
essentials of the attack orgmnization which listed 330 aiveraft, comvinued o
regroup ad to comp. :te preparations for the planned movement to the
Philipp_aes,

The #QURTH Air Army, with but fifty-five operational planes, also
continued operations against Allied shipping in Leyte Gulf by launching
twenty sortie.. The SECOND Air Division issued its plan for the Philippines
Decisive Battle with the basic policy of committing the entire strength of
the division against enemy forces landing in the Philippines and to
annihilate them at any cost. Since some reinforcements were received during
the day and ai. losses were few, at end of the day the FOURTH Air Army had
increased ite operational aircraft Lo seventy-five planes.

(2) Operations of October Zlst,
{a) Allied.

Ls a consequence of the excellent weatner and of Japanese weakness
the operations of the Allied forces, both ground and naval proceeded
satisfactorily although the progress of unleoiding supplies was slower than
expected. The principal damuge to the Allied force this day was suffered
by the AUSTRALIA which was heavily hit by & suicide plane but otherwise
enemy air opposition was weak.

During the morning, COMSOWESPAC went ashore at WHITE Beacn with the
tresident of the Philippines to observe at first hand, operations ashore.
In the evarly afternoon, having visited Tacloban Airdrome, he returned to
his flagship NASHVILLE.

CTF 77 and his principal subordinate commanders were chiefly con-
cerne with (1) expediting unioading operations, (i} reducing the enemy air
threst over the objective area and (3) improving logistie replenishment.

A3 regards item (1), difficulties continued to be encountered by botb

CTF's 78 apa 79, CIF 78's difficuities lay largely in the unlouuing at RED
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Beach where the lack of pontoon causeways and LCT's had restricted the un-
loading of LST!s but with the arrival of some of these units from the
southern beaches the rate of unloading improved. CTF 79!'s difficulties lay
largely in the unloading at ORANGE Beach where the shore party was in-
adequate,

As regards item (2), CTF 77 requested CTG 77.4 to conduct an after-
noon sweep over the western Visayas and northern Mindanao. Coincidentally,
independent of this request CTC 77.4 was working cut a similar proposal to
CTF 77 in order to reduce the frequency of harassing raids against his
escort carriers.

As regards item (3), there was a growing shortage of fuel, smoke
producing materials and bombardment ammunition. Arrangements were mcde vo
resupply from the fueling group off the entrance to Leyte Gulf.

during the forenoon CTF 77 observed the arrival of the MTB Group.
During the afternoon he (a) requested (1) at 1325 CTF 38 to provide an 8 VF
dusk CAP over the objective area on this and subsequent days, ( COMTHIRDFLT's
neremptory denial of ti s request raised an interesting difference of opinion
between CTF 77 and himself regarding the manner in which TF 38 would support
the Allied landings, which was further emphasized by additional messages
from COMTHIRDFLT) and (2) at 1425 requested C.G. FIFTH Air Force to keep Coron
Bay under daily surveillance, to detect and destroy enemy shipping, and (b)
issued (1) as a precautionary measure against possible surprise penatration
by enemy surface forces into Leyte Guif his Hecbor Defense Plan Number ONE
which largely gave to CTG 77.. the responsibility for the night defense of
the Gulf, and (2) his daily operational sumnary reporc to COMSOWESPAC wherein
he stated operations were proceeding according to plan.

On this day {a) certain Army commanders ascumed cummund &shore as
follows; (1) at 1300 C.G. SEVENTH Infantry Division and () at 1600 C.G.
TENTH Corps, and (b) numerous ships having completed discharging their
supplies departed at sundown for the rvear area, Of irese ships seventeen
LoT's and four cargo ships were from the norihern heaches and fourteen
transports and two L5D's were from the southern beaches.

Also auring the day (a) the escort carriers provided 360 direct
sunport soerdvies, forty-four attack sorties, 132 target CiP sorties and twenty
targst AP sorties, with losses of but one VT aircraft, (b) Allied submarines
carriec out their usual operations and made one important sighting, i.e.,
that by the JEADRAGON on the Japanese GECOND sStriking Force about 100 miles
W of Formosa. CTF 71 on this day advise~ ROCK, BFHGALL and DARTLR {which
submarines were not on station) that he planned to keep them on station for
a few more days, Als> tne HAMMERHEAD hat withdrawn fiom the UW approaches
to Brunei Bay with tae reusoait that the fueling group from S5'ngapore passed
undetected into Hroney Hay, (¢) the minesweepers swept sixty-three chemical
horn moored mines in irea uwkiP giving a five day total of .85 mines, and
(d) the air elements of XMWEGFAC forces continusd their onerations in general
support of the KING Il operation, perfoiming searches, reconnaissance, air
strikes and zuxiliary tasks in various areas,
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During the forenoon COMTHIRDFLT sent dispatches to interested
commanders where’n he advised that he was returning the BUNKER HILL to
Manus, largely to obtain replacement pilots, as well as to obtain replace~
ment aircraft as necessary.

Early in the afternoon, feeling that operations were proceeding
satisfactorily and that enemy opposition would be more in the natyre of
raids, including Tokyo Express runs, than of major fleet action, and
further feeling that the movements of Japanese naval forces in the South
China Sea showed that the Japanese might be planning to bring heavy forces
into the South China Sea, he decided that he might be forced by the demands
of the situation to move into that sea and therefore he queried COMSOWESPAC
as to "what is the earliest estimate for a safe route to that sea via
Surigac and Mindoro Straits",

Also during this afternoon apparently in part because of his
additional concern over (1) Operation HOTFOOT and (2) the deterioration
of the air group in the BUNKER HILL, he queried COMSOWESPAC, saying in part,
that since his present operations were being restricted by the necessity for
covering the transports, etc., he desired early advice regarding the
withdrawal of such units to safe positions.,

TF 38 con this day operated as follows:

(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 fueled and received replacement aireraft and
pilots and then headed for a rendezvous with TG 38.2 in vicinity Point READY,
and

(b) TG 38.2 struck Cebu, Masbate, Negros and Panay while TG 38.3
struck Luzon, Mindorc and Coron Bay. Two successive air strikes were made
preceded by a fighter sweep employing a total of 356 sorties for all
purposes. 1In addition to the above TG 38.2 conducted « morning and afternoon
search, and a comhined photographic and anti-snooper search in order %> con-
tact any enemy shipping moving along the coast of Luzon, all of which were
negative. Upon completion of thr above TG 38.. headed for Point REAUY and
TG 38.3 for Area MICX where it was to fuel the next morning.

The aireraft of TG 30.5 corried out the Central Pacir'ic Search Plan
with negative results. On this day these planes do not apvear to have
ccvered their sectors adequately although this did not have an adverse effect.

The FOURTEENTH Air Force made numerous contacts, some on cambatant
forces including cne carrier task force--but all of these contacts appear
to have been ertimated by CUMNAVGRrCHINA as on merchant shipping.

(b} Japanese.

For the Japanese this was a day largely devoted to prepavations for
the fort.coming penetration operation. CinC Combined Fleet, whose ma jor
forcee were not only comnitted but were either underway on this duy or
would be on the morrow, still had two nroblems awaiting solutions. Thess
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were (1) whether to employ the SKCOND Striiing Force in the penetration
operation in support of the FIRST Striking Force, or to use it for counter-
landing operations, and (2) whether or not Commander FIRST Striking Force
would decide to divide the FIRST Striking Force into two groups.

Meanwhile Commander FIRST Striking Force, while his command con-
tinued fueling and making preparations for vhe penetration operation, con~
tinued his deliberations as to whether or not to divide his forces into
two groups as suggested by Chief of Staff Combined Fleet. Finally having
decidcd to dc so, and having decided on the plan of movement, he, at 1700,
asseumbled all unit commanders on board the flagshipy and issued to them his
written order for the penstration operation. In essence thc order provided
for the force to sepzarate into two groups, i.s., (1) the Main Body consisting
of the FIRST and SECOND Sections and (2) the THIRD Section. The Main Body
was to sortie from Brunei at 0800 October 22nd, proceed via San Bernardino
Strait to arrive in the vicinity of Suluan Island at 0400 October 25th and
then penetrate into the Tacloban anchorage. The THIRD Section was to sortie
at 1500 October 22nd, proceed via the Sulu and Mindanao Seas and, in
coordination with the Main Body, pass through Surigao Strait and penetrate
into the anchorage at dawn on October 25th,

The Main Force continued on on southerly courses, During the day
(2) Commander Main Force (1) advised his comrand about redio deception which
he planned to employ and which would be augmented by the possible transmission
of false messages by Tokyo radic and (2) conducted a forenoon search of nine
planes in the southern sector which search was negative, and (b) the force
lost three planes, thus reducing the planes in the comnand from 116 to 113.

The SECOND Striking Force (less CRUDIV SIXTEEN) completed refueling
at Mako and at 1200 detached DESDIV TWENTY-ONE to proceed to Takao to
transport ground personnel of the J1XTH Base Air Force to Manila, At 1600
the renaining units of the SECOND Striking Force (CRUDIV TWENTY-ONE and
DESRON ONE (less DESDIV TWENTY-ONE)) departed Mako to arrive Manila morning
23rd. At 1710 CRUDIV SIXTEEN got underway from Brunei Bay in accordance
~#ith orders from Commander SECOND Striking Force to advance to Manila also
by the morning of the 23rd at the latest,

During the iy numerous contact reports and RDOF fixes indicated that
(a) strong Allied carrier forces were continuing to operate to the eastward
of the Fhilippines, and (b) fourteen to fifteen battleships and crulsers
and eighty transports were still in Leyte Gulf. Aleo during the day one
additional submarine departed the Inland Sea, thus increasing to eleven the
sutmarines en route to the Philippine area.

The FIFTH Base Air Force devoted the day largely to the organization
and preparaiion of the Kamikaze unites, However, operstions for the defense
of tha Philippines were continued as well., These consisted of the launching
of (1) & search-attack group of six planes to attack an Allled carrier task
group but which leiled to locats the group and (2) the firsti Kamikaze unit
consieting of iwo fighter bombers escorted by one fighter to attack an
Allied corrier group. Wwhile the rusults of this latter attack are unknown
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the fact that the attack was launched is of historical importance because it
marked the inauguration of regularly planned Kamikaze attacks., The FIFTH
Base Air Force seems to have lost nins planes on this day and to have
received none, thus ending the day with twenty-four planes.,

The SIXTH Base Air Force continued its preparations for its movement
to the Philippines on the following day and for the general offensive
October 23rd, and during the forenoon Commander SIXTH Base Air Force issued
his directive thereon. This order embraced 350 aireraft for movement to
the Philippines and forty-eight to be held on Formosa. As CinC Combined
Fleet had designated October 24th as the day for the general air offensive
(Y-dey) the advancement of the offensive by one day by Commander SIXTH
Base Air Force seems to have been done because of the outlook for bad
weather in the Philippines on October Zi4th.

The FOURTH Air Army, while it continued air attack operations for the

dsefense of the Philippines Ly launching about seventeen sorties against

- shipping in Leyte Gulf, likewise readied itself for the forthcoming
offensive, which preparations culminated in the issuvance by C.G. FOURTH
Air Army of his (1) Operation Order A-518 wherein he directed a full-scale
offensive against "enemy shipping engaged in landing operations in the
Leyte Gulf area", and (2) dispatch amplifying the above order. During the
day the SIXTH Base Air Force lost thirty-eignt planes and appears to have
received none, thus ending the day with thirty-seven planes,

(3) Operations on October 22nd.
(a) Allied.

As & consequence of the continuing excellent weather and of the
continuing weakness of the Japanese ground operations Allied and naval
operations continued satisfactorily although problems continued to arise
relative to the unioading,

CTF 77 was anxious to expedite the unloading as this would expedite
the (1) departure of the unloaded ships and thereby reduce its pericd of
vulnerability to enemy attack and (2) assumptions of command ashore by
C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Corps and C.G. SIXTH Army.

During the morning CUASOWESPAC went ashore to inspect at first hand
the conditions on the beach and to see how the ground offensive was pro-
gressing. On this visit with CAAF SOWESPAC ne inspected the Dulag Airdrome,
recently captured.

CIF 78's principal problem this day related to the arrival of
Reinforcament Group ONE and the difficulties inherent in unloading the
fourteen L.T's destined for RED Beach. He decided to beach all KED Beach
LiT's on the Cataisan Peninsula in which vicinity the «wHITE Beach LuT's had
been unleading as well. The problem here Jay in the fact ths® the unloading
of the LiT's on Citaisan Peninsula naturally forcsd the dalay .n the
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reconstruction of Tacloban Airdrome as the space required for the supplies
being landed would gradually embrace the air strip.

B CTF 79's principel problem lay with the unloading at ORANGE Beach
where the ineffectiveness of the shore party continued to be a strong
delaying factor and contributed toward C.G. TWENTY-FQURTH Corps delay in
assuming command.

On this day, as on the previous days, numerous ships including certain
new arrivals with Reinforcement Group ONE completed discharging their carges
and departed at sundown for the rear areas. Of these ships seven transports,
three cargo ships and sixteen LST's were from the northern beaches, and six
transports, two cargo ships, two LSD's and one L3V were from the southern
beaches,

Also during the day the (a) eacort carrisrs provided 242 direct
support sorties, forty-four attack sorties, 140 target CAP sorties and twenty
ASP sorties with a loss of eight VF and two VT aircraft, thus reducing -.. °
g aircraft within the command to 313 VF and 190 VT, (b) Allied submarines
i carried out their usual operations with certain submarines of (1) TF 17
; contacting and attacking ineffectively (SEADRAGON) the Japanese SECOND
Striking Force and (2) of TF 71 (DARTER) contacting CRUDIV SIXTEEN en route
Manila which it variously reported as "three unidentified large ships",
"three cruisers" and firally that the tops of one dimly seen was probably
a battleship, (c¢) the minesweepers swept sixteen chemical horn moored mines
in Area SWEEP giving a six day total of 301 mines, and (d)} the air elements
of SOAESPAC forces continued their operations in general support of the
KING IT operations.

1t seems probable that sometime in the early forencon COMTHIRUFLT
was advised by CINCPAC that the restrictions imposed by the necessity of
covering the SOWEGPAC forces were accepted and that CUMTHIRUFLT was not to
wove major units into Central Philippine waters without authority. During
the day which was largely uneventful COMTHIRDFLT issued orders to his
com.and which showed that he (1) planned to operate his f.rces more in
distant support than in the immediate vicinity of the objective area, (2)
i was not now anticipating a major fleet engagement, and (3) planne: a gradual
§ withdrawal of his forces from support of KING II in order to be prepared
! and in position for the next scheduled operation (HOTFOUT).

T A At o 5 npge

i Dispatches originated on this day reveal the difference in the
mental attitudes between the principal commanders at this time, On the one
hani CTF 77, concerned with the threat of enemy raiding forces, was desirous
of maintaining sufficient surfsace forces in Leyte (ulf to cope with such a
“hreat, while on the other hand, CUMTHIHUFLT seemed not too concerned with
such a threat but rather gave thought to (1) the possibility of destroying
a major portion of the enemy fleet ami (<} operation HOTFOOT in view of
whicii he had already ordered two groups to withdraw to Ulithi,

TF 38 operated on this duay as follows:

Lexniid CONPPIENTT IS




QLD

(a) 1Gts 38,1, 38,2 and 38.h operated in the vielnity of Point READY
throughout the day. Except for the 1eunching by CIG 38.2 of & morning 300
mile search in sector 2900-360°(T), wiich search was negative, the day's
opsrations were uneventful, {pon completion of the day®s operation, CTG 38.2
headwd for Point MICK to fuel while CTG's 38.1 and 32.4 beaded for Poink
CONDOR, and

{b) TG 36.1 fueled and received replacement aircraft and pilots and
then hesded for a rendegvous with TG's 38.3 and 33.4 at Point CONDCH..

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search Plan
with negative results. On this day as on the previous day, these planes do
not. appear to have coverad their searches adequstely., While on the previous
day this did not have an adverse effect, on this day it may have had a most
serious effect for the Japanese Main Force, during a large part of the day,
fueled well within the area searched without detection,

The FOURTEENTH Air Force searches were ineffective; (a) the night
searches {October Ast/22mi) because one plane tarned back due to radar
difficulties; the other made no important contacts, (b) the day searches,
because of mechanical trouble which csused both planes to return to base, and
(¢) the night searches {October 22nd/23rd) because of bad weather were
cancelled,

(b) Japanese,

CinC Combined Fleet learned during the morning that Commander FIRST
Striking Force had dividsd his force in accordance with the suggestion
his Chief of Starf had made or October 20th. He therefore now had but
one major problem remaining in connection with the penetration operation,
i.e., how to employ the SECCND Striking Force, After deteumining {rom
Imperial General Headquarters (Navy Section) that only CRUJIV SIXTEEN would
be needed in the counterlanding operation he decided to employ the SECOND
Striking Force in the penetration operation. He then direcied Commander SW
Area Force to order Comsander SECOND Striking Foees to (1) psnetrate into
Leyte Gulf through Surigac Strait and (2) in so doing to cooperate with
commander FIKST Striking Force. Later in the day, after receiving several
RDF fixes on enemy submarines, one of which was in the Sibuyan Ses, he
advised his comminders that enemy submarinss were apparently asseablying
to cover the movemeats of the FIRST Striking Force and other units and
directed that the matter te glven apecial sttention,

Meanwhile, at Brunai Bay, the FIRST Striking Force had completed re-
fueling and, (a) at 0745 the Main Body (F(RST and SECOND Seations) comuenced
goetting underwny. After clee~ing the bay entrance the force formed inte
cruising disposition and headed for Palawan Passage, At the time of sortia
Commander Main Body had, within his ships, at lwast forty-one and probably
forty-five raconnaissance ssaplanes, and (b) the THIRD Section continued pre-
parations to depart Brunei Bay in the afternocon. Some time during the morn-
ing Commander THIED Section 1ssued his pians for the penetration operation,
These were (1) his Operation Order No. 1, which directed the THIKD Section
to penstrate from Surigao Strait tnto Tacloban ancherage two hours before
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dawn a.d (27 his movement plan. At 1500 the THIRD Section sortied and aiter
getling well off shore in order to avoid submarines proceeded toward

Balabac Strait. At this time Commander THIRD Section had within his ships at
least eight arxl probably ten reconmaissance seaplanes.

The Main Force proceeded generally southward until about 1100 when
fueling was commenced on a course of 090°(T). At 1200 Commender Main Force
estimated that even if the enemy carriers had moved as far south as San
Bernardino Strait it would still be necessary to divert the enemy to the
northeast, He decided to employ radio decepticon to accomplish this. Upon
the completion of fueling late in the afterncon the force again resumed its
movenent, to the south and southwest. The fueling was slow and poorly executed
largely rue to "ipadequately trained destroyers". The air losses were also
heavy with six carrier type attack planes failing to return from search
operations, thus reducing the planes in his comnand from 113 to 107,

The SECOND Striking Force (less CRUDIV SIXTEEN which had been
assigned to counterlanding operations and which was en route Manila, and
DESRON TWENTY-ONE which was transporting SIXTH Base Air Force personnel to
Manila) was en route Manila when ordered by Commander SW Area Force to
penetrate into lLeyte Gl in cooperation with the FIRST Striking Force. As
a result Commander SECOND Striking Force changed his plans and announced by
dispatch at 2000 his plan to (a) arrive and refuel at Coron Bay during the
evening of October 23rd, (b) sortie Coron Bay 0200 October 24th, ard (c)
arrive at the entrance of Surigao Strait at 0600 October 25th, This last
item is of particular interest because it is t'ive hours behind the scheduled
entrrance into Surigao Strait of the THTRD Section. He also, earlier in the
day, directed COMUESDIV TWENTY-ONE to rejoin him the morning of October Zith.

COMCRUDIV SIXTEEN continued on toward Manila. While en route COM-
CRUDIV S1XTetN learned that as Commander SW Area Force Guard Force, he was
to move troops by transport from Cagayan (Mindanao) to Leyte and was to
arrive at Cagayan by evening of the ZJ4th,

During the day, as on the previous day (a) numerous contact reports
and RUF fixes imdicated that strong carrier forces were continuing to operate
«0 the eastward of the Philipnines, (b) the Visuyas had been hit by Allied
aircraft (100, naval report or 189, army report), and (c) the subwmarines
continued on toward the Philippines without incident. One submarine (I-54)
contacted some Allied ships {either TG 30.3 or TG 30.7).

The FIFTH Buse Air Force continued the preparation, oreranization and
deployment of the Kamlkaze units., Having throughout this day but. twenty-
four pltaes, the force engapged primarily in search operations and in
assisting in the hase activities of the L1XTH Base Air Force and "I'" Force.
With the arcvival of the SIXTH Base Air Force planes, considerable confusion
resulted bycause mary of these planes landed on fields other than those

designated.

The LIXTh Bass Air Force commenced early in the morning to execute
its pian for the movement of its fighting strength to Luson. The movement
was3 accomplisned in genaral according to plan and at 1330 Commander S!PXTH
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Base Air Force boarded his plane for Manila where he landed at 1700 and
established his headquarters there. Upon arrival he reported to {ommand:r
SW Area Force, who, as directed by CinC Combined Flest, was in command of all
air units in the Philippines. Considerable confusion attended the arrival
of SIXTH Base Air Force aircraft at the Clark Field Complex where many planes
landed at the wrong fields and maintenance crews and aircraft were thus
separated. By the end of the day 197 of his aircraft had arrived in Luzon,
of which about nineteen were seaplanes,

The FOURTH Air Army, while it contipued air attack operations in
defense of the Philippines by launching eleven sorties against shipping in
Leyte Gulf, likewise continued to prepare itself for the coming offensive,
On this day, C.G. SECOND Air Division, which unit possessed the major air
strength, issued his operation order for the offensive October 24,th against
enery shipping in and around Leyte Gulf, This order (a) anticipated a
strength of about 173 aircraft for the initial attack, and (b) was un-
realistic in that it stated the objective was the destruction of 100 ships
vy the end of the first day and that for this purpose the division would
"Lhoroughly apply the principle of one plane for one ship". Also on this
day the FOURTH Air Army lost one and possibly two planes, and received
sixty-one planes, thus ending the day with about ninety-seven operational
planes.

By the end of the day the decision of the Army High Command to
defend Leyte with maximum strength had been communicated to the commanders
in the field. As a result C.G. FOULRTEENTH Area Army issued his
implementing directive.

(4) Voerations on October 23rd, 0COC - 1042.
(a) Allied.

As cn previous night COMSUWESPAC and CTF 77 in thelir respective
flagships patrolled eastern Leyte Guif and returned to the transport areas
in the carly morning.

Certain contacts of the previous day had arousea CTF 77's interest
since they indicated that Japanese operations of some important nature
were underway. Soon after midnight he commenced receiving from the DARTRSL
contact reports on heavy ships in Palawan Passage, so that by 0200 he (a)
knew of Japanese combataunt shins heading for the Coron Hay-Manila area,
including (1) the Japanese SECOND striking Force and pousibly another group
which had had a carrier torpedoed, (2) twe groups heading northward through
Palawan Passage, one of which inelnded battleships, {(b) had been informed
of the movement of aireraft into Luzon on the previous day, and (c¢) had
informition corcerning {1) the so tie of the Japanese Main Force and/nr its
Supply Force and () oliers in Corun Bay. bringing his running estimate of
the ~itustion up to date he, at (042, having decided that these operaticns
were largely concerned with Tokvo kxpress operations against Leyte issued the
warning dispateh "I repard the approach ol enemy combatant ships and Lenkers
toward Coron Bay as the first phase of the buile up of magnified Tokyo
EXores runs arainst Leyte, ete,", which marks the ciose of this volume, and
in which he asked For air strizes Lo disrupt the above operations,
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Since (a) TF 78 expected to unioad, on this day, the twenty LST's and
one cargo ship remaining and expected to unload a small percentage ~f the
cargos of the six XAK's, and (:geCTF 79 expected to unload most of the fift.an
large ships (seven transports, six cargo ships, one LSD and one L5V) and
fifty-nine LST's remaining, hoth TF's 78 and 79 remained at anchor in crder to
continue unloading throughout the night, Unloading operations pioceeded
satisfactorily and by mid-morning the Amy Reserve (381st RCT) had been landed.

By 1042 the (a) escort carriers had provided about sixty-nine direct
support sorties, twenty-four fighter sweep sorties, probably fifty-six target
CAP sorties and eight target ASP sorties with losses of two VF thus reducing
the aircraft within the command to 311 VF and 190 VT, (b) Allied submarines
carried out their usual operations. However the submarines of TF 71 made
some very important contacts, notably the DARTER. This submarine commencing
at 0225 made a series of reports on an enemy force in Palawan Passage the
composition of which she reported at 0525 as a minimum of eleven ships.

Both the DARTER and the DACE, which was operating with her, attacked the above
force (Main Body FIRST Striking Forece) and sunk the ATAGO and MAYA and

heavily damaged the TAKAO, (c¢) the minesweepers continued to sweep on this

day and seem to have swept but one mine (chemical horn moored type), giving

a six and one-half day total of 302 mines, and (d) the air elements of
SOWESPAC forces continued their operations in general support of KING II
operations with negative results. However it seems that the plane in Sector
ONE of Search Plzn FOX might have contacted the THIRD Section, FIRST Striking
Force which had just passed through Balabac Strait, had the plane not been
shot down.

COMTHIRUFLT, in the light of contacts made on the previous day,
the significant dispatches exchanged on the previous two days, and the
contacts received soon after midnight, largely from the SHARK and DARTER,
decided to operale two fast carrier task groups (TG's 38.2 and 38.3) closer
to the Philippines in order to extend to the westward the coverage of his air
searches, and at 0252 issued appropriate orders. As additional contact
reports from submarines (DARTER, DRUM, ICEFISH) revealed a pattern of in-
creasing Japanese reaction, he reestimated the situation and decided to (a)
employ three carrier task group (TG's 38.2, 38.3 and 38.4) to cover the
Philippines, and (b) permit TG 38.1 to continue on to Ulithi to carry out its
scheduled replenishment. He, therefore, recalled TG 38.4, then en route
Ulithi for replenishment, and stationed all three groups on an approximately
320°-140%(T) line along the eastern littoral of the Philippines,

TF 38, on this day, operated as follows:

(a) TG's 38.1 and 38.4 rendezvoused with TG 38.73 at Point CONDOR
where TG 28.4 received from thet group COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAMA
and DESDIV 100, During the ferenoon orders were received from COMTHIRDFLT
for TG 38.4 to operate on the morrow in a position about seventy miles,
bearing 050°(T) from the Sk tip of Samir. Since no new orders were
received for TG 38.1 this group continued on toward Ulithi,

(b) TG 38.2 commenced fueling from the fueling group with the
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axpectation of completing fueling by 1200, During the forenoon the BUNKER
HILL, STEPHEN POTTER and BENHAM were detached to Ulithi. Orders were
received from COMTHIRDFLT directing CTG 38.2 to operate on the morrow in the
vieinity of the eastern entrance to San Bernardino Streit, and

(e) TG 38.3 rendszvoused at Point CONDOR with 1G's 38.1 and 38.4
and iransferred COMBATPAC in WASHINGTON with ALABAHA and DESDIV 100 to
TG 38.4. He knew that on the morrow he was to operate in an area about
ninety miles due east of Polilio Island in company with TG 38.2 (he had
not as yet received COMTHIRDFLT's orders to CTG 38.2 to operate off San
Bernardino Strait).

The aircraft of TG 30.5 carried out the Central Pacific Search
Plan, but by 1042 had mades no important contacts, Similarly the FOURTEENTH
Air Force's day searches from China had made no significant contacts by
1042, The night searches had been cancelled because of bad weather.

(b) Japanese.

With all major decisions resolved and with his forces either
underway or poised for attack in the 3HO Operation, CinC Combined Fleet
watched closely the events of the moining,

The Main Body of the FIRST Str. king Force entersd Palawan Passage
during the early morning hours. Through a series of events most fortunate
for the Allies, it was so effectively attacked by the submarines DARTER and
DACE that by 0700 it had lost the flagship ATAGO and the MAYA (both sunk)
and the TAKAO (rendered unnavigable). Commander FIRST Striking Force with
his staff, was forced to leave his sinking flagship and was picked up by
the destroyer KISHINAMI.

The THIRD Sectiun which had steamed uneventfully through the night
passed through Balabac Strait at 1025.

The Main Force continued southwestward still undetected by Allied
forces, although it had been within the search range of Tinian-based long
rangs search ajrcraft since shortly betore midnight October 21st. Up to
1042 no air losses were suffered although one ZUIHO search plane had landed
at Oruku (Okinaws) thus temporarily reducirg the planes in the commam to
106.

During the morning the SECOND Striking Force (less GRUDIV SIXTEEN
and DESDIV TWENTY-ONE) steamed uneventfully toward Coroun Bay where it was
planned to fuel during the evening preparatory to sortie at 0200 October
24th for Leyte Gulf via Surigao Strait.

Meanwhile CRUDIV HIXTEEN was proceeding toward Manila. At 0405
the AOBA (the flagship) was torpedoed by the submarine BHREAM some seventy
miles west of the entrance to Manila Bay. Unable to proceed under her own
power, she wus taken in tow by the KINU and proceeded towara Manila Bay at
abcut seven iwots,
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DESDIV TWENTY-ONE contimaed on uneventfully toward Manila whers it
was to arrive at 1500.

Contacts during the morning were largely RDF fixes on submarines.
There wsre however (a) three contacts reported on surface targets sast of the
Philippines, and (b) four battleshipa or cruisers, thirteen large and four
small trensports reported in Leyte Gulf. Since these contacts were not
unusual and were showing no unususl activity the commanders felt that the
situation was satisfactory.

The FIFTH Base Air Force continued to prepare for the coming
offensive., Commander FIFTH Base Air Force deciged to disperse his Kwmikasze
planes more widely and therefore he ordered three Kumikaze Special Attack
Units (about seventeen operational planes) movsd to Davao from the Clark

Complex.

The SIXTH Base Air Force now in the Manila srea with the main
strength of the command, launched its planned attack &t 0630 as scheduled,
However the Attack Group, which numbered something less than 150 aircraft,
soon encountered bad weather southeast of Manila and by 0745 had turned hack.

The FOURTH Air Army likewise continued to prepare for the coming
of fensive scheduled for the following day. C.G. SECOND Air Division issued
his A-210 which implemented his A-207 of the preceding day, and directed the
SECOND Air Division to launch a general attack early the next morning to
annihilate shipping in the Leyte Gulf area., By 1042 the FOURTH Air Army
had received sixty additional aircraft bringing the :nerational total at
that time to 157 aircreft.
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COMSOWESPAC
October 20th

CHAPTER I — ALLIED OPERATIONS, Ostober 20th, 1944
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(A) Operations of COMSOWESPAC.

CQMSOWESPAC, in NASHVILLE, continued iis approach toward Leyte Gulf in
campany with the transport groups of the Southermn Landing Force~-—the rear
echelon of the amphibious assault forces. He noted that the approach and
entry of the forces ahead was proceeding according to plan despite the
reported adverse currents and the partially swept eremy minefield at the
entrance,

At 0032, naving received at 1916 on the previous day a dispatch from
C.G. FIFTH Air Force to the affect that at 1240 (also on the previous day)
sixteen large naval ships and numerous smaller had been sighted in Pare
Pare Bay, SW Celebes, by a reconnaissance plane from Darwin,%* he directed
CAAF SOWESPAC and the C.G. FIFTH Air PForce {a) to advise all addressees of
the photo interpretation of the composition of the above force, and (b) if
not satisfactory, to re-photograph same at the earliest moment on this day
{October 20th) and then to advise the same addressees of the definite
composition of the force,¥**

At 0653 he received word that the FOURTEENTH Air Force night search
planes—then in the air over the South China Sea—were making their searches
200 miles short and that the daylight searches for October 20th had been
cancelied due to a temporary shortage of fuel,##% He no doubt viewed this
situation at such a critical time with concern, especially in view uf the
two enemy task forces reported the day before—-one at 1405 off Hainan Island,
ard the other at 1400 off northern Formofa heading toward Formosa Strait.
Since his own and other intelligence estimates had indicated that the
Japanese fleet w-huld not oppose the Leyte operation in force,#t% he
concurred with both CTF 77 and COMTHIRDFI.T in the belief that the enemy
would use his naval units as high speed armed transports to reinforce his
Leyte garrison forces, taking maximum advantage of land-based air, weather,
darkness, coastal Ntiuing and dispersion into small groups near the east
coast of Leyte in such manner that they could quickly concentrate to make
"Tokyo Express”" runs, It will be recalled that he had been alerted on
October 17th by COMTHIRDFLT to the likelihood of this employment®*#%%® and
on the following day had extena.1 A'* _»d land-based air reconnaissance to

» C.G. 5TH Air Force Dispatch 191651/1 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC,

COM7THFLT, and AOIC.

COMSOWESPAC Diapatch 191532 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC, ©.G, 5Th

Air Force, info COM7THFLT, CM3RDFLT, C.G. 13Ti Air Force.

Laad GOMRAVGHPCHINA Dispatch 191729 Gctober 1944 to COM3HLFLT passed for
info to COMSOWESPAC, COMTTHFLYT, etc.

##u%  Intelligence Summary, Serial No, <245, Headquarters Allied Air Forces;
SOWESPAC Area, October 15th, 1944, Paragraph 4; GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch
171536 Gctober 1944 to COMSOWESPAL.

s COM3RDFLT Dispatch 170909 October 1944 to COMOOWLESPACE GHQ SOWBRSPAC
Dispatch 170102 October L94L to CAAF SOMBSPAC,

1 Oyt Mon,
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CMSOWESPAC
October 20th

cover Balabac Strait the night of October 18th - 16th.* Again on October
19th he had been similarly alerted by COMTHIRDFLT as & result of a contact
report from CTF 71 which stated that a submarine had contacted at 03200
October 18th three large ships, courss 035°(T), in Latitude G1°-Q7'N,
Longitude 1199-24'E,#* and concerning which COMTHIRDFLT at 1000 October 19th
had sent a dispatch thereon,¥t

At 0655, with his flagship uait (TU 77,1.2~-NASHVILLE, ABMER READ and
BUSH), he entered Leyte Gulf behind the amphibious assault forces and
arrived off the northern beaches at 0950 to observe the landing operations.
#xa% Msanwhile, he noted that CIF 77 (in the WASATCH) had taken station
off the Southern Transport Area to observe the landings on the southern
beaches , iHEHH

Immediately after this (at 0711) he intercepted a dispatch from CTF 77
to CTG 38.1, who was senior commender and OTC of the two task groups
(TG's 38.1 and 38.4) scheduled to provide pre-landing hour strikes in
support of the Leyte landings, requesting that commander to launch fighter
sweeps against enemy airfields in northern Mindanao and the Western Visayas
as necessary to destroy enemy aircraft so as to keep them from opposing
the landings,¥tttnt

At 0805 he received, as an information addressee, a reply from CINCPOA
to COMNAVGRPCHINA relative to the query from C.G, FOURTEENTH Air Force
forwarded by COMNAVGRPCHINA as to how much longer he would be required to
conduct searches over the northern half of the Scuth China SeaMirtvkux
(with his LAB-24's from their bases in eastern China).

In his reply CINCPOA stated that he (a) was unable to estimate the
duration of the searches required, and (b) considered that they should be
maintained until COMSOWESPAC deemed them nc longer necessary,sHHECHHEK

In this connection, it will be recalled (from "Operations of C.G.

* COMSCOWESPAC Dispatch 180626 October 1944 to CAAF SOWESPAC, info
CINCPOA, COM3RDFLT, CCOMTTHFLT, etc.

* CTF 71 Uispatch 172248 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RD and 7TH
Fleets, etc.

it COM3RDFLT Dispateh 190100 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, CQM7THFLT,
info CINCPAC, COMINCH, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets,

Bt War Diary NASHVILLE, October 20th, 1944,

3 Actlion Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial (©ul3, November 6th,
1944 .

i CTF 77 Dispatch 191917 October 1944 to CTG 38.1, info COM3RDFLT,
CTF 38, CTG 77.u, etc.

ek COMNAVGHPCHINA Dispatch 190441 October 1944 to CINCPOA.

Fastoenr  CINCPOA Dispatch 191930 October 1944 to COMRAVGRPCHINA, info
COM3RUFLT, CTF 38, and COMSUWESPAC.
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BE COMSOWESPAC

C October 20th
return tc the peonles of Lhe Philippines. This he did at 1400 over a
special Army Signal Corps radio hookup.*®

At 1355 he made a report to the Chief of Staff War Departaent, stating
(a) all landings had been made on schedule with extremely light losses,
(b) the operation was progressing splendidly in every respect, (¢) from a
strategic standpoint the enemy seemed to have heen caught unaware,
apperently in anticipation of an attack to the southward, (d) the enemy's
Mindanao forces were now practically isolated and no longer an lmmediate
factor in the campaign,##

THE ABOVE OPIRION (ITEM {(C)), THAT THE JAPANESE HAD APPARENTLY BEEN
EXPECTING AN ATTACK IN THE SOUTHERN FHILIPPTNES RATHER THAN IN LEYTE -
SAMAR, WAS ONLY PARTIALLY CORRECT FOR THEY HAD BEEN EXPECTING LANDINGS IN
TBE CENTRAL PHILIPPINES AS WELL.*** "YHIS CONCEPT HAD ORIGINATED AS EARLY AS
SEPTEMBER 17TH WHEN THE JAPANESE ESTTMATED THAT, AT AN OPPCRTUNE TIME, THE
ALLIES WOULD LAUNCH INVASION OPERATIONS AGAINST STRATEGIC SECTORS OF THE
SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES AND MIGHT, AT THE SAME TIME, LAUNCH INVASION OPERATIONS
AGAINST STRATEGIC SECTORS OF THE CENTRAL AND NORTHERN PHILIPPINES SHOULD THE
COUNTERACTION BY JAPANESE LAND-BASED AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO INVASION PROVE
INEFFECTIVE. ¢ IT HAD BEEN FIRMED (A) AS TO TIME, WHEH, ON SEPTEMBER :
21ST, IMPERIAL GENERAL HEADQUARTERS (NAVY SECTION) ZSTIMATED THAT THE i
ALLIES WOULD ENDEAVOR T} LAND IN THE PHILIPPINF AREA DURING OR AFTER THE
LAST TEN DAYS OF OCTOBEK AND DIRECTED THAT CPERATIONAL PREPARATIONS FOR SHO
ONE BE COMPLETED WITH FIRST PRICRITY,**%#* (B) AS TO THE LOCAL AREA, WHEN,
ON OCTOBER 17TH, COFS COMBINED FLERT ASSUMED THAT THERE WOULD Bk A LANDING
IN THE SAMAR - LEYTE AREA®*%x% AND (C) AS TO PLACE, ON OCTOBER 18TH WHEN
THE COFS CQMBINED FLEET ESTIMATED THAT THERE WAS STRONG POSSIBILITY OF A
LANDING IN THE TACLOBAN AREA,%tuss

< e Sl

* Acticn Report NASHVILLE, Participation in Amphibiocus Operations at

Leayte Gulf, October 20th, 1944, Serial 0127, November 1st, 1944.

COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 200455 October 1944 to CofS War Department,

info GHQ SOWESPAC, CINCPOA.

ot CofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 170946 October 1944 to Commander 6TH
Base Air Force, Detailed Action Report 1ST Striking Force, SHO
Operation, October 16th - 28th, 1944, WDC Documont 161641, NA
11839,

- GSituation Estimate at the Start of the Enemy Invasion of Palau and
Halmahera; Combined Fleet HQ, September 17th, 1944, Army Historical
Division Miorofilns HS-~26, Item B,

Sl Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Dispatch 220929 September 194L to CinC
Combined Fleet (Imperial GHQ (Navy Section) Directive No. 462),
September 21st, 1944, WUC Document 216769 (Microfilm).

*kick#  Cofs Combined Fleet Dispatch 171201 October 1944 to Commander Mobile
Force, 13T Striking Force,)etc., Detajled Action Report HYUGA, SHGC
Operatiocn, October 20th - 29th, 1944, WDC Document 161006, NA 12604,

waRRet GofS Combined Fleet Dispatch 181110 Octobsr 1944 to CsofS 1ST and
<ND Stiriking Porces, 5TH and 6TH Base Air Forces, SW Area Force,
Mobile Force, etc., Detailed Action Report 15T Striking Force, SHO
Operation, October 16th ~ 28th, 194i,, WDC Document 161641, NA 11839,
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COMSOWESPAC 3

CourTOERTTAL October 20th :

MEANWHILE, THE JAPANESE ARMY, AS POINTED OUT UNDER “OPERATIONS OF CTF
77, OCTOBER 2)TH", HAD BEEN MAKING PREPARATIONS FOR THE GROUND DEFENSF. GF
LEYTE SINCE APRIL 1944 AND HAD DETERMINED THAT THIS DEFENSE (A) WOULD BE,
IN GENERAL, "DEFENSE IN DEPTH" WITH ONLY LIMITED DEFENSE ON THE BEACHES AND
(B) WOULD BE CONDUCTED WITH (1) THE LOCAL GROUND FORCES (SIXTEENTH DIVISION) N
AND (2) THOSE LIMITED CGROUND FORCES WHICH MIGHT BE FERRIED TO LEYTE FROM
THE NEIGHBORING ISLANDS., THERE WAS NO PLAN TO DEFEND LEYTE TO THE UTMOST
WITH GROUND TROOPS. THIS WAS RESERVED FOR LUZON, IT WAS FOR THIS REASON,
AND FOR THE ADDITYONAL REASON THAT JAPAMNESE LAND-BASED ATR POWER IN THE :
PHILIPPINES WAS VERY WEAX, THAT ALLIED TROOPS WERE ABLE TO LAND ON SCHEDULE ,
WITH EXTREMELY LIGHT LOSSES. THEREFCORE, ALTHOUGH IT IS CLEAR THAT THE ENEMY
HAD BEEN CAUGHT STRATEGICALLY UNPREPARED, IT IS DOUBTFUL IF THEY WERE CAUGHT
STRATEGICALLY UNAWARE,

At 1419 he announced that, as of noon, his Advance Headquarters had been
established at Lsyte and that his General Headquarters and Rear Echelon
Headquarters remained at Hollandia and Brisbane respeci’vely.®

At 1600, with his observing party, he returned to the NASHVILLE which
then, wth the BUSH and ABNER READ as escorts, got underway in company with
the WABATCH, AMMEN and MULLANY and retired for the night to the eastarn
portion of Leyte Gulf in the area generally west and southwest of Homonhon
Island,*x

Upon hls return abvard he looked over the dispatches which had been
received during his absence ashore and learned among other things that (a)
at 1333 a dispatch had been received from COMNAVGRPCHINA that the FOURTEENTH
Air Porce would continue the searches over the South China Sea then undsrway
and would not discontinue them until so directed by him.%#* This was
gratifying, for as pointed out elsewhere, the discontinmance of thess
searches would have been a heavy blow to Allied intelligence since, axcept
for a few submarines positioned in the area, the Allies had no other direct
information source concerning Japanese operations, and (b) at 1415, as an
information addressee, a dispatch had been received from COMTHIRDFLT that,
in accordance with a request initiated by CTF 77 at 0421, TF 38 would sirike
the western Visayus on D+l day from the vicinily of San Bermardino Strait
with two fast carrier groups in ordsr to keep enemy airfislds in that arsa
neutralized; the other two TF 38 task groups would retire from the objectivs
area at about 1700 D-day s0 as to fuel D+1 day,Me*

At 1630 he received word that the HONOLULU, while operating off the

# GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 200519 October 1944 to all SOWESPAC Commanders,
CM3RDFLT, etc.

#%  War Diary NASHVILLE, October 20th, 1944,

#t*  COMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 200356 October 1944 to COMSOWeSPAC, info
CINCPOA, COM3RDFLT. 7

###%  COM3RDFLT Dispatch 200314 October 1944 to CTF 77, info COMSOWESPAC,
CINCPAC, all TFC's 3RD and 7TH Fleets,
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CAMSOWESPAC
COMRIDEIREAL e CQMSEVENTHFLT

Oot.cber 20th
southern beachhead, hid been torpedoed by an ensmy plane.%

At 1740 he advisod COMINCH &s to the progress of the operations in the
Leyte Area based on reporta hes had received throughout the day, stating,
among other things, (a) the landing on Leyte had been mos% succsssful, (b)
all operations were proceeding on schedule with very lignt lossss, (c) 186
mines had been swept, (d) heavy enemy mortar fire had been encountered and
(e) no heavy enomy shore artillery had bsen located,.¥#

At 1949 he received an amplifying dispatch from COMTHIRDFLT reporting
further minor successas on October 18th against coastal shipping, aircraft
and runways at Aparri and barracks and fuel dwumps at Laocag,##

During the night he received from CTF 77 a detailed amplifying repo=t
concerning the situation at the landing beaches as of 1400, This report
(quoted in full under “Operations of CTF 77, Ockobsr 20th") was, in general,
mest favorable and indicated that all operations were progressing

satisfactorily.

# % ¥

Plate II is an intelligence estimate prepared by CMSCWESPAC!'s head-
quarters at Hollandia, It seems unlikely that this plate was available to
COMSOWESPAC in the NASHVILLE at Leyte at this time although scme of the
information contained therein may have arrived by dispatch, This sstimate
is of particular interest in that it (a) visualizss a concentration of &ll
ma jor wnits in the South China Sea (which concentration did not eventuaie),
(b) rejects any concept of enemy action by fleet units through the
Philippines (the one developmsnt which materialiszed), and (¢) accepts an
eneny capability of fleet action through Luzon Streit against Allied
amphibious forces, although such acceptance is distinctly qualified.

(1) Operations of COMSEVENTHFLT, October 2Cth.

COMSEVENTHFLT %ook no unusual action this day as CQMSEVENTHFLT nor
in his capacity as CANF SOWESPAC insofar a3 the Leyte operation was concsraed,
His deputy commander continued administrative control from his headquarters
at Hollandisa while he Limself, as COMSEVENTHFLT, continued operational
control of SOWESPAC naval forces associated with the Leyle operation from

the WASATCH.

War Diary NASHVILLE, October 20th, 194k.
COMSOWESPAC Dispatch 200840 October 1944 to COMINCH, info CNO, CINCPAC

and COMOOPAC,
#t  COM3RDFLT Dispatch 200843 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC and CINCHAC,

info GOMINCH, COM7THFLT, etc.
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0
NAVAL REACTIOR

T
ALLIED LANDINGS IN THE PHILIPPINES
OCTOBER 20th. i944

Prepured by Generol Staft, Generol Heodguariors,
Southwast Pucific Arca
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PT Boats: Enemy naval resction to Allied landings
in the Phillppines during the firast phase of this
operation will probakly be

tng attacks by PT voats from Visayan bases. There
are estimated to be approximately 100 PT type craft
in the Central Philippine ares.

FLEETY UNITS: Cumulative intelligence, derived
principaliy from orders to fleet tankers, strongly
intimates that major fleet units are preparing tc
sortie in both the Empire-Formosa and Singawore-
Brunei areas, As neither grouﬁ as presen l{
constituted is a balanced 8iri in? force, It i8
. anticipated that these forces would join before
' attempting an attack. The safest and most obvious ¥
place for such a rendezvous is the western South
/I China Sea. From here 2n attack against Allied
amphibious forces might be launched from the south
through the Celebes sea, through the Central
Philippines, or around the north through the Luzon
N strait.
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The first of these alternatives is unattract-
. ive to the enemz necause of the threat of Allied air
Tauam power based on alau and Morotai, and because of the
difficulty in effecting an undetected withdrawal. A
gortie through the Central Philippines by either the
Visayan or Mindanao Seas (although accomplished prion
to the battie of the Eastern Philipnines) is
regarded as impractical because of the navigational
. “ .. - hazards and the lack of maneuvering space which is
vitally important when opposing a ormidable concen- L
tration of carrier-based aircraft, The only ‘
remaining alternative is a strike against our north M
flank through Luzon Strait. This course of action
would provide the requisite maneuvering areas and .
the possibility of escape to the north.

it g A

--

whether the enem¥ will attempt to oppose our
tanding with a fleet attack against a force which
includes more capital ships in all classes than he
; possesses, denends upon his evaluation of the import-
. © ance of our Philippine sncroachmant and his future Lan

; q‘(ﬁ N o plans for the emnloyment of his rapidly diminishing
4 L { - ADMIRALLY. (3 naval strength.
W » P, .
PO < \,/rfﬂj:::a“b-~\ . 1f he does not elect to oppose our surface
i N I } _yessels in direct combat, the sole remaining capabll-
! . ity of the nemy ‘s use o} his noval force is the
W, NEW , GUINEA * e ; launching ot carrier tirernft from ships operating
» west of the Philippines, pcssibly siaing L. plnes
through any bases in the islands which may stiil ve
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CTF 77
G IDEN ™ October 20th

(a) Overations of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Attack Fores).

At the sxart of the day CIF 77, in WASATCH, bearing 118%(T),
distant thirty miles from the entrance, was approaching Leyte Gulf in
company with CTF 79 and Transport Groups ABLE and BAKER of TF 79. By tluis
time TF 79~ Landing Craft Movement Uroup (cow, osed of Tractor Groups ABLE
and BAKER) had just about campleted its entry through Area SWEEP with TF 78
follewing about ten 'iiles astern, CTF 77 could sse that the approach and
outry of his forces was thus far proceeding accor ling to schedule without
incident despite the predicted strong adverse currenis and the difficuities
in clearing the enexy mineficld at the entranea +n the gulf.

At 0417 he requested CTG 38.1, the OTC of the two groups {TG's
38,1 and 38.4) scheduled to provide air support to the D-day laniings, to
() make fighter sweeps of the airfields in Mindanao north of Latitude
08°-~45'N and the western Visayas as necessary %o destroy enemy aircrafi so
as to keep them from opposing the landings, and (b) caution them &hst .S,
Army planes might be striking the same area.#

At 0418 he received a contact report from COMNAVGRPCHINA on
five large unidentified ships in Latitude 18°-42'N, Longitude 113%-15'E,
course East, speed thirteen knots#* (Contact 3),

At 0420 he received from his headquarters at Hollandia a weather
forecast for the Philippiue area which predicted generally favorable weather
for the D-day landings, ##*

At 0421, he advised COMTHIRDFLT that present orders indisated
that no fast carrier groups would be available to support operations .fter
D-day and, in view of this fact, he requested that cne jiroup be retained at
the objective area until the situation clarified and to be prepared against
air attacks after D-day by keeping the western Visayan airfields
neutralized.#t#* The phrase "until the situation clawified" probably
referred to the developmenis in the South China Sea,

THIS REQUEST BY CIT 77 WAS APPROPRIATF SINCE THE AIR PLAN IN HIS
BASIC OPERATION ORDER FOR KING II STATED THAT (A) SUBSEQUENT TO D-DAY TF 38
WOULD OPERAYTE IN STRATEGIC SUPPORT OF THE OPERATION, EFFECTING AIR STRIKES
AS THE SITUATION THEN REQUIRED, AND (B) CGMSOWESPAC OR CCMSEVENTHFLT WOULD
REQUEST FAST CARRIER STRIKES AT THAT TIME IF NECESSITATED BY THE EXISTING
SITUATICN, AND COMTHIRDFLT WOULD COMPLY OR IMMEDIATELY REPCRT HIS
INABILITY ,s5sn

* CTF 77 Dispatch 191917 October 1944 to CTG 8.1, info C(OM3RDFLT, CTF
38, CTG 77.4, C.G. S5TH Air Force, setc,

e COMNAVGRPCHINA Dispatch 191716 October 1944 to CINCPAC, info COMSUBPAC.

e COM7THFLT Dispatch 191559 October 1944 to all TFC's 3RDFLT.

CTF 77 Dispatch 191921 October 1944 to COM3RDFLT, info CTF's 38, 78,

79, etc,

¥x#u%  CANF SOWESPFAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial 000224, September 26th,
1944, paragraph 1(a), Annex "G" and paragraph 1(a), ippeniix & to

Annex Gn,
7 DerrrUTNGLAL,
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At O4L25 he entered Leyte Gulf.,* On arrival he automatically
relisved CIG 77.2 as OTC and assumed control of all naval operations in the
objective area in accordance with the basic plan, This included the
functions ot Force Fighter Director and Commander Support Aircraft. It seems
appropriate, at this point, to digress somewhat to describe briefly the air
defense and air support systems employed in KING II.

Ci¥ 77, as OIC, exercised control and coordination of all Allied
air operations in the objective area through kis Commandsr Support Aircraft
Central Philippines (CSACP) in the WASATCH. These operations included the
target combat air patrol (TCAP), target antisubmarine patrol (TASP), direct
air support, air - sea rescue and other miscellanecus special missions such
as spotting, observer and photographic flights, CSACP exercissed direct
operational control of TASP, sir - sea rescue operations, air delivery and
itinerant airecraft entering the objsctive area, He exercised control cf the
TCAP in defense of the objective area tnrough the agency of the Force
Fighter Director, also aboard the WASATCH, He delegated control of diract
air support operations respectiveiy to (a) CTF 78, (b) CIF 79, and (c) CTG
78.3;, each of whom exercised this function through his raspective CSA,#*

CTF 79 CRITICIZED THE ABOVE ORGANIZATION ON THE GROUNDS THAT,
WITH THE CONSIDERABLE GBOGRAPHIC SEPARATION OF THE ATTACK FORCES AT LEYTE,
THE COMPLETE RETENTION OF CONTROL OF THE TCAP BY THE OTC DID NOT GIVE
MAXTMUM FLEXIBILITY TO THE FIGHTER DIRECTOR SYSTEM. HE FELT THAT EACH
ATTACK FORCE COMMANDER SHOULD HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED ZONES OF RESPONSIBILITY
AND, AS THE OCCASION REQUIRED, ASSIGXED FIGHTERS UNDER HIS IMMEDIATE CONTROL
TO COVER THESE ZONES, ESPECIALLY IN LAND-LOCKED WATERS SUCH AS LEYTE GULF,
WITH THE ATTENDANT POOR RADAR COVERAGE AND' INCREASED VULNERABILITY TO
LOW-FLYING AIRCRAFT APPROACHING OVER LAND,#t»

COMMANDER AXR 3UPPORT CONTROL UNITS (CASCU) DID NOT AGREE WITH
THIS CRITICISM AND POINTED OUT THAT (A) (1) IN TH1S PARTICULAR CASE, SINCE
TF 78 AND TF 79 WERE SEPARATED BY BUT TEN MILES, IT WAS SIMPLER TO MAINTAIN
THE, CONTROL OF THE TCAP BY THE OTC, AND (2) IN THE CASE OF THE PANAON GROUP,
WHICH WAS FORTY~FIVE MILES T0 THE SOUTH, A SEPARATE TCAP HAD BEEN FROVIDED,
(B) BECAUSE OF THE CLOSENESS OF THE TWO ATTACK FORCES, THE CENTRAL CONTROL,
IN THIS CASKE, TENDED TO MAXE THE FIGHTER DIRECTOR SYSTEM MORE EFFECTIVE AND
FLEXIBLE SINCE THE FORCE FIGHTER DIRECTOR WAS ABLE (1) TO PLOT AND FILTER
ALL RADAR INFORMATION AS IT WAS RECEIVED, AND (2) IMMEDIATELY TO PLACE
ELEMENTS OF THE CAP IN A POSITION TO INTERCEPT A RAID, AND (C) IF AREAS (F
RESPONSIBILITY HAD BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VARIOUS ATTACK FORCE CCOMMANDERS,
VALUABLE TIME WOULD HAVE BEEN EXPENDED IN DECIDING WHICH ZONE AN ENEMY RAID

* Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial 0013, November 6th,

1944,

CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-44, Serial OO0R2A, September 26th,

1944, Annex G, Append’x 1.

#¢ COM3UDPHIBFOR (CT® 79) Recommendations for Impruvement of Future
Operations, Serial 00317, November 1lth, 194,

*
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CTF 77

ENTI Qctober 20th

WOULD FINALLY ENTER.®

IT IS BELIEVED THAT CASCU WAS JUSTIFIED IN HIS NON-.CONCURRENCE
WITH CTF 79'S CRITICISMS FOR THE REASONS GIVEN, MHOWEVER, CTF 79'S
CRITICISMS WERE NOT ENTIRELY INCORRXCT, CERTAINLY, UNDER THE CONDITIONS
EXISTING IN LEYTE GULF—-LAND-LOCKED WITH POOR RADAR COVERAGE——OCCASIONS
AROSE WHEN THE AIR DEFENSE WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE EFFECTIVE HAD BOTH CTF'S 78
AND 79 HAD CERTAIN FIGHTERS UNDER THEIR IMMEDNIATE CONTROL WHICH THEY COULD
VECTOR OUT VISUALLY. IT IS LIKELY THAT ONE OR MORE OF THESE OCCASIONS

PROMPTED CTF 79 TO CRITICIZE.

THE CONCEPTS PRESENTED ABOVE IN CASCU'S COMMENTS ARE THE SAME
AS THOSE INCORPORATED IN TODAY'S DOCTRINE (1957) WHICH PROVIDES THAT "ALL
AIRCRAFT WITHIN THE OBJECTIVE AREA OF AN AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION MUST BE UNDER

CENTRALIZED CONTROL™,»#

4t 0427 CTF 77 received a most favorable report [rom CTG 7.2
{auoted in full under "Operations of CTG 77.2, October 2th") concerning
the progress of operations October 19th, which showed that the advance
operations, all in all, had been highly successful . ®w#

At OL30 he requested CTG 38.1 to provide a dusk patrol of eight
VF over the objective area from 1730 until 1900 on D and D+1 days and
thereafter as practicable, Xtk

While a dusk CAP was provided in CTG 77.4's operation plan, it
is believed that CIF 77 felt that, since thes above operation plan alsc called
for the CAP to depart station at 1820,##¥% this was toc early to provide
adsquate defense at this critical pesaus 7'le ond of evening twilight was
not until 1930). He bmsed this request on the fact ihat {(a) on Oetob=' _son,
he had found it necessary to refuse CTG 77.4's request on October 16th to
enter Leyte Gulf on D-day with two carriers in order to increase early
morning and sunset coverage over the objactive area,ittes (b) he now
realized that he must have air cover later than 1820, (c) if he did not
obtain this from TF 38, the planes of his eoscort carriers would be forced

* Commander Air Support Control Unite, Amphibious Forces, U.3. Pacific
Fleet, Reports of Air Support Control Unita Operations, Palau, Leyte
and Lingayen, with comments by Comme.ndsr &ir Support Control Units,
Amphihious Forces, U.S. Pacific ¥leet, Serial 0034, April 18th, 1945.

L4 Amphibious Operations (NWP 22), Depaitment >f the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Op~rations, December 1952 (Change No. 1), Paragraph

731,
Wik CTG 77.2 Dispatch 191544 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78, 79,

0.G. 6TH Army.
M CTF 77 Dispatch 191930 uctnber 1944, tc CTC 32,1, info OOMARLFLT, CTG
770“, etc.
Octodber Sth, 1944,

wwwns  CTG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-L4, Sertal 00075,
Annex D, Paragraphs D.1.(d) and 16(a).
weaems  CTG 77.4 Dispatch 152103 October 1344 to CTF .
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c ENT October 2Cth

into night landing operations for which they had had little or no training,®
and (d) he felt justified in making this request because he realized that
thess dusk CAP!s would likely be forced to make night landings ard he knew
that the basic plan stated, that, if practicable, night fighter cover would
be provided over the objective area by THIRDFLT fast carriers commencing D-3
+ay and continuirg as long as a carrier with night fighters could be made
available, it

Why he addressed CTG 3€.1 is not clear but it ssems probable
that since on (ctober 6th he had been advised by COMTHIRDFLT that if he
required night fighters pricr to and on D-day he was to request this service
from CTG 38,1,#¢ he apparently considered that this advice from COMTHIRDFLT
applied to dusk fighters az well.

At about 0653 he received a dispatch from COMNAVGRPCHINA wherein
that commander stated that (a) the FOURTEENTH Air Force search planes then in
the air over the Scuth China Sea wers making their coverage 200 miles short,
and (b) the mext flight scheduled for daylight October 20th had been
cancelled due to a temporary shortage of fuel ., %% This situation arcused
his concern because it left him at a vital time (D-day) with no means, other
than thrcugh chance sightings by Allied submarines widely dispersed in the
South Ch .na Sea (Diagram B), for obtaining information not only of the two
snemy naval task forces reported October 19th-—i.e,, (a) the force consisting
of onz -arrier, two cruisers, and three destroyers { reported composition
errconeous) off Hainan Island, sttt and (b) the force of four cruisers and
tive destroyers (SECOND Striking Force) off northern Formosa heading into
the South Chins Seaitt..but of other forces as well which could be
expecied to be in the area,

ALTHOUGH HIS INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION, AS LATE AS OCTOBER
16TH, %%t LED HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THE JAPANESE FLEET WAS DEPLOYED WITH
ITS CARRIERS CONCENTRATED IN THE EMPIRE AND WITH THE BULK OF ITS BATTLESHIPS
AND HEAVY CRUISERS APPARENILY IN THE SOUT!i CHINA SEA (WHICH WAS CORRECT
FOR OCTOBER 16TH ALTHOUGH THE LATIFR SH1PS WERE ACTUALLY AT LINGGA -~
SINGAPORE), IT IS CLFAR T4AT HE STILL DID NOT BELIEVE THAT ANY MAJOR

* Action Report CTG 77.4, Leyte Operations, October 12th - 29th, 1944,
Serial 00120, November 15th, 1944.

L CANF SOWESPAC Operation Plan No, 13-44, Serial 000224, September
26th, 1944, Annex G, Appendix 1, Paragraph 3,

bidalad COM3RDFLT Dispatch 060418 October 1944 to GIM7THFLT, info
COMSOWESPAC, CTF 38, CTG's 38.1 and 38.2, INDEPENDENCE.

hadaloid COMNAVCGRPCHINA Dispatch 191729 October 1944 to COM3RDFLT passed

for info to COMS(WESPAC, C(M7THFLT, etc.

e CINCPAC Dispatch 190726 October 1944 to CGY3RDFLT, COM7THFLT,
COMSCWESPAC, etc. (Re-encypherment of COMNAVGEPCHINA Dispatch
190558 October 1944).

et TRIGGER Dispatch 190715 Ociober 1944 to COKSUBPAC, info COMARDFLT.

#amannn  COMTTHFLT Dispatch 160611 October 1944 to 3RD and 7TH fleets,
info CINCPAC.
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wﬁfm Ontober 20th
ELEMENTS OF THE ENEMY FLEET WOULD BE INVOLVED IN OPPOSITION TO KING IT*
SINCE HE MAD MADE NO CHANGE IN HIS BASIC ESTIMATE IN THIS REGARD. ALSO,
IN HIS INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE OF OCTGBER 16TH, HE HAD STATED THAT HE DID
NOT EXPECT ANY ENEMY ATTACKS FROM CARRIER-BASED AIRCRAFT, HOW, TIEN,
FROM A NAVAL STANDPOINT, DID HE THINK THAT THE ENEMY WOULD REACT TO KING IT?
IT SERMS COHRECT TO SAY THAT HE ESTIMATED THAT THE EXTENT OF JAFANESE
OPPOSITION ON THE SEA TO KING II WOULD BE LIMITED TO EITHER (A) STRIKING
ALLIED SUPPLY LINES WITH A FAST TASK PORCE, TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF DARKNESS,
SURPRISE AND LAND-BASED AIR OR (B) ATTREMPTING COUNTERLANDINGS VIA "TCKYO
EXPRESS" OPERATIONS TO HEINPORCE THE GARRISON FORCES ON LEYTE. HE HAD CITED
THE FORMER CONCEPT IN HIS BASIC OPERATION PLAN® AND THE LATTER IS DERIVED
FROM HIS REVISED INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE OF OCTOBER 16TH®* WHEREIN Hk STATED
THAT LARGE CONGENTRATIONS OF ENEMT TROOPS ON CEBU INDICATED A POSSIBILITY
THAT THEY MIGHT BE USED TO REINFORCE LEYTE. HE HAD BEEN SUPPORTED IN THIS
VIEW BY COMTHIRDFLT, WHO, ON OCTOBER 17TH AND AGAIN ON OCTOBKR 19TH, HAD
STATED THAT THE ENEMY MIGHT EMPLOY "TOKYO EXPRESS™##% METHODS TO REINFORCE
THE LEYTE GARRISON. CONSEQUENTLY, HE LIXELY BELIEVED TU™ THE TWO ENEMY
TASK FORCES SIGHTED OCTOBER 19TH MIGHT BE EN ROUTE TO LEYTE TO BE EMPLOYED
AS ABOVE. BUT HOW COULD HE XEEP HIMSELF ADVISED OF THEIR MOVEMENTS AT SUCH
A CRUCIAL TIME WITHOUT THE CHINA-BASED LONG RANGE SEARCHES? OF COURSE,
THERE WERE AIR SEARCHES FROM MORG''AI BUT THEY DID NOT COVER TOO MUCH OF THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA. (DIAGRAM B). .

At 0943 he arrived off the Southern Tr.naport Area and at 1130
off the Northern Transport Area. In each area he ( Hserved the progress of
the landings from aboerd his flagship s

About this time he received word that the landing by CTF's 78
and 79 had been highly successful, with limitec opposition and few
casualties, Lest it be imagined that this was !ue entirely to the
effectiveness of the Alijed preliminsry air s  gunfire bombardments, as
was indiceted by CTG 77.2###* and by C.G, SLi7li Army,¥HeHst it ssems proper,
at this point, to digress long enough to discuss Japanese army plans for

* CANF SWPA Operation Plan No. 13-44, 3erial Q0022ZA, September 26th,
1944,

* COM7THFLT Dispatch 160611 October 194i to 3RD and 7TH Fleets,
info CINCPAC.

kil COM3RDFLT Dispatches 170909 and 190100 October 1944 to CIMSOWESPAC
and COM7THFLT,
Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Cpsration, Serisl 0013, November 6th,

o
1944, _
™ Action Report CTG 77.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bambardwent and Capture of

Leyte Island, Octuber 16th ~ 24th, 194k, Serial 00147, November
5th, 1944,

HHEHH 6TH,U.S. Amy, Bsport of the Leyte Operation, Octobher 17th -
December 25th, 1944, Part VI, Sectiom B.l., Page .
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the ground defense of Leyte, and Japanese air power in the Philippines.

(a) Japanese army plans provided for the defonse of Leyte by
"defence in depth" with the main battie being fought away frum the beachies.
This was the 1esult of Japanese atudies of Pacifie cupiigns wherein
Imperiul General Headquarters (Army Section) had decided that beach defenses
could not withstand naval bombardment and, therefore, had instructed the
aray Lo establish "defense in depth®,* However, C.G. THIRTY-FPIFTH Armyw+
who was charged with the defense of the Visayan Islands, decided that scme
troops should remain (in the beach ares) to resist the Amsrican landings*
and made provisions aceordingly for both “defenss in depth" and "beach
defenne’,

This brings forth the thought that the question of the bsach
defense tactics vhich an sneny might employ is one which must be carefully
considered by the commanders responsihla for the success of the landing
oparstions. This is so since the decision theresn will have a controlling
effect on the character of the preliminary bombardments and on the scheme
of maneuver,

As a rasult of these dacisions and because C.G. SIXTEENTH
Division (this divi. ion wms composed of most of the army troops . Leyte)
bad decided in April that if the Americans landed on Leyte they would land
in the Dulag area, this ares was given priority as the rirst line of defense.
The sscond 1ins of defenss was betveen Dulag ard Dagami; the thirv in tha
vicinity of Dagami.* At the time of the Ailied landings the first line of
defense was practically completed®* and wxs manned by the TWENTIKTH
infaniry Regiment (less one battalion), elements of the TWENTY-SECOND Field
Artillery Rogiment; the FIFTY-FOURTH Air Field Company and the SEVENTH
Independent Tank Company. The KINTH Infantry Hegiment (lase one battalion)
was in the Catmon Hill - Tananan District.

Although C.G. SYXTEENTH Divieion dia ue* include Tacloban with
eithar the first, second or third lines of defense, ne decidsd, in
accordance with the concept of limited defense of the beaches, to station in
the Tacloban area the larger part of the THIRTY~THIRD Infantry Regiment which
had arrived from Lusor in mid-September and which was less adequately trained
theén the other regiments.*

AT THE TIME OF THE LANDING MOST OF THE TROOPS AT DULAG AND
TACLOBAN WERE NOT IN THEIR DEFENSE POSITIONS. INSTEAD, DURING THE HAVAL xND
AIR BOWMBARDMENTS WHICH TOOK PLACE IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE LANDING, THEY HAD
WITHDRAWN TO SAFER POSITIOES UNTIL THESE BOMBARDMENTS HAD ENDED, AT WHICH

» True Facts of the Leyte Operation, prepared by Major Generel Yoshiharu
Tomachika, 8x-1JA, Jspanese Studies in World War II, Speucial Starfr,
U.S5. Army, Historical Division File 8«5, S3-14, 786/2<14s.

Lieuterant Generel Sosaku Susuki, IJA.

35TH Army Opsrations, 1944-1945, Japanese Studisz in World War 11,
Special Staff, U.3. Army, Historical Division File 8-5, Js-11,

851/1-11.
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TMT}EYMB@TOWUPMWTOTMﬂmPOSIHONSW
THE AMFRICAN WROOPS HAD SECURED MOST OF THS COASTAL LEFENSES. HOWEVER,
WNWSWWMNWWDMMMPWWNTS,
THEY WERR UNABLE TO DO THIS.* AS A CONSEQUENCE, THE ALLIES ENCOUNTERED

ONLY LIMITED OPPOSITI(N IN THE EEACH AREAS. IN THIS CONMECTION THE AMERICAN
TROOPS, ON SEIZTNG HILL 522 MEAR PALO AT ABOUT DUSK, OBSERVED JAPANESE TROOPS
MOVING UP THE SLOPES TO RE~OCCUFY SOME POSITIONS VACATED DURING THE
BOMBARDMENTS. THE JAPANESE WERE, OF COURSE, FAR T0C0 LATE.¥#

(b) Japanvee &ir power at this time in the Philippines was very waak,
as is discussed under "Operations of Commander FIFTH Base Air Forve™ and
"Operstions of C.G. FOURTH Air Ammy" for this day.

IN SUBSTANCE, THE FIFTH BASE AIR FORCE HAD ONLY FORTY OPERATIONAL
AIRCRAFT; THE POURTH AIR ARMY ONLY FPIFTY-FIVE, FOR A GRAND TOTAL OF NINETY~
FIVE OPERATIONAL AIRCBAFT OF NANY TYPES. THESE PLANES WERE NOT CONCENTRATED
IX OME AREA BUT WERE SPREAD FROM LUZON 0 MINDANAO, THEY WERE EMPLOYED IN
SPORADIC ATR ATTACKS AGAINST THE ALLIED 1%VASION PORCES IN THE LEKITE AREA--
THE LARGEST STRIKE CONSISTING OF BUT MUENTY PLANES WHICH MADE PLECEMEAL
ATTACXS .

T0 COUNTER THESE PLANES THE ALLIES HAD APPROXIMATELY 471 AXRCRAFT
IN THY SIXTEEN CARRIERS OFF LEYTE AT THIS TIME.

Now to return to the operations of the day!

At 1240 he received information from & eupport air observer that
the Tacloban ajirfield had been captured and that bulldozers were working
on 1t %

At 1333 #v an’information addressee he received a contact. report
on & sabmarine sighted at 2340 the previous evening about four miles NW of
Hiri Island ek (west of Haliahers) (Contact 4).

At 1401, in response tc a report from CTG 77.5 that beth his IMS
and YMS type minssweepers were getiing low on fuel, .o directed CIF's 78 and
70 to fuel thesa vessels as soon as practicable from ships present in Leyte
Culf , e

#* True Facts of the Leyte Operation, prepared by Major Gene~al Yoshiharw
Tomachika, ex-I1JA, Japansse Studies in World War II, ¢pscial 3Staff,
U.S. Army, Historical Division Pile 8-5, 3S~14, 786/2%1k.

wh 6TH U.3. Army, Report of the Leyte Operations, October 20th -~ Decenber
25th, 1944, undated.

Gt Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operatirn, Serial 0085, Nuvomber

29th, 194k,

sw¥%  CTU 70.2.1 Dispacch 200202 October 1944 to CTG 70.2, COMTTHFLT, info
cTr T1.

sanes CTF 77 Dispatch 200501 October 194k to CTFIz 79 . 79, info TG
TT.5.

e
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At 1415 he received sn answer froax COMTHIRDFLT to the request he
had mads earlier that morming for the retention of ono fast osrrier group at
the objective area affer D-day. CONTHIRDFLT stated that {a) at 1700 October
20th hs must retire TG's 38.) and 38.4, which wers low on bombas, in order to
fusl them on the 2lst, and (b) TG's 38.2 and 38.3; then operating in
stretogic support in the viecinity of Latitude 15%-00'N, Longitude 127°-00'E,
would strike the Visayas on D+l from the vicinity of San Bermardino Sirait
unless & change in ths stretegin situaticn prevented in whish case he would
notify CTF 77.% Although COMTHIRDFIT, in his reply, reforred to the dispatch
request from CIF 77 to CTG 38.1 for a dusk CAP at the objectiive area, he
failed to make any mention of it whatsoever.

This failure to taks action on the dusk CAP request beyond citing
it as a reference must have caused CTF 77 some conocsrn , for unless CTG 38.1
decided to orovide the CAP, notwithstanding COMTHIRDFLT's intent to coumence
retiring TG's 38.1 and 38.4 about 1700 preparatory to replenishment, CIF 77
would have to rely on his escort carriers for this task, which as pointed out
earlier, were not normally trained for night landings. Doubtless, the
question in his mind was "will the escort carriers t~ able to handle night
landings if forced to do so by the exigencies of ti. ituation?®

CTF 77 COULD NOT BE BLAMED IF, AT THIS TIME, HE FELT THE NEED
FOR A MUTUAL SUPERIOR IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC AUTHORIZED TO COORDINATE THEK
ACTIVITIES OF ALL UNITS ENGAGED IN KING II.

At about 1449 he received, from COMSOWESPAC, an annocuncement
that, as of noon, his Advance Headquarters had been established at Leyte
and that his Gemorsl Headquarters and Rear Echelon Headquarters remained,
respectively, at Hollandia and Brisbane,##

At 1558, likely being alerted over the TBS voice radio to an
enuny torpedo plane¥##* in the vicinity, he obsarved, some ten miies to the
south, the AA firing of ships in the Southern Tranasport Area &% At 1602
he may have observed an explosion of a ship in this same area, but, whether
be did cr rot, he soon learned that the HUNOLULU had been torpedoed by an
enewy plane which had approached from over Leyte and had been undetected
until its final low approach.#%# Although scme of ths firing ships claimed
hits on this plane, it escaped and landed safely at Cebu base, where it
reportsd having tcrpedoed a transport.#t

* COM3RDFLT Dispatch 200314 Octobsr 1944 to CTF 77, info all TFC's and
TGC's 3KD and 7TH Fleets.

b GHQ SOWESPAC Dispatch 200519 October 1944 to all major SOWESPAC
ccmmands, COM3RUFLYT, etc.

###  Deck Log HONCLULU, Gctober 20Uh, 1944.

s Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operations, Serial 0013, Novembe? 6th,
1944.

wiuw Dotailed Action Report No. J, 253HD Attack Unit (32LST Alr Group),

October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378,
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At 1647 he received & contact report cn two destroyers at 0940 3
in Latitude 03°~-15'N, Longitude 1i8°~10'E on course 080°(T)# {Contact 5).

At 1655 he sent a progress report to COMSOWESPAC, Ho stated,
among other things, that (a) the Leyte operation was proceeding according
to schedule, (b) Allied troops had landed at Panaon Gtrait at 0930 without
oppovition, (c) landings had been made on schedule at 1000 on the southerm
and northern beaches, following heavy air and ship bombardment, with only
winor ereay copositicn at the beachheads and that the treops were moving
inland against moderate opposition, (d) LST*s and other landing craft had
received some damage from enemy mortar fire on ths beaches although
-3 casualties appeared to be li~ht, {e) only four enemy planes had been ;
B reported in the area with nc ittacks pressed home until 1620 (actually, :
3 1602), at which time what appeared to have been a single plane had torpedoed ,
the HONQLULU, extent of damage as yet undetermined.®¥

In regard to item (e} above, there had actually been a total of
siy. enemy aircraft sighted over the objective area by this time and, in
addition to the attack on the HONOLULU, an army-type fighter had scored
a direct bomb hit at 0607 on the PRLSERVER (ARS), which had been standing (
by the disabled ROSS off the western tip of Homonhon Island to conduct .
salvage operations. The nature of enemy air activity in the vicinity of the
objective area this day js discussed in detail under the npperations of CTG i
. 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), Ostober 20th",

At 1730, with his flagship unit TU 77.1.1 (WASATCH AMMEN and
MULLAN? ), he proceeded to clear the transport area#** and, before dark,
joined with the flagship unit of COMSOWESPAC TU 77.1.2 (NASHVILLE, ABNER READ
and BUSH), He then retired for the night in the eastern portion of Leyte
R Gulf. The heavy ships were in coluwn and the destroyers formed a spscial
2o antiaircraft screen #¥¥®

At 1753 he received from COMCRUDIV NINE a preliminary report of
damage to his flagship (HONOLULYU) from the enemy aerial torpedo attack
J stating that (a) the midships forward handling room had been hit, (b) the
forward fireroom was partially flooded, (c) pumping and counterflooding was
in progress, (d) there was no increase in list (thirteen degrees to port),
(e) ship had steering and engine control and (£) two salvage tugs were

alongside,sties

# RDO Hollandia Dispatch 201100/T October 1544 to all concerned -
SOWESPAC operations.

e CTF 77 Dispatch 200755 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, info COMINCH,

CINCPAC, COM3RDFLT, etc,
Ldald Action Report WASATCH, Leyte Operation, Serial 0013, November éth,

1944
»unx  Action Report BUSH, Leyte Operaticn, Serial 07h, November Z1st,

1944,
weuwu  COMCRUDIV 9§ Dispatch 200815 October 194k to CTF 77.
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CTF 17

ST DAL~ Cctober 20th

At 1816 he received a contact report on two destroyers west of
Palawar: in Palawan Passage on course 090°%(T) speed fifteen lmots* {Contact 7)
and at 1825 on & emell convoy of one DD, one AK and one AQ in Balabac
Strait+ {Contact §).

AL 1847 he received & rapert from CTF 79 soncerning the situation
at the southern baaches as of 1400 stating, among other things, that (a) the
assault and reserve battalions and part of the corps reserve regimsnt of the
SEVENTH Division had been landed, (b) artillery was being landed, (¢) mo
casunlties to ships, althoogh the LCI's oncountered some mortar fire on
landing, (d) seversl LST's had besched and were unloading, (e) troops were
gensrelly 1000 to 1400 yards inland thus far and still advancing against
fairly light resistancs, except immediately dehind Dulag, where the enemy
was entrenched and using mertars, (f) personnel casuxlties on landing
beaches were light, and {g) there was litile evidence of enemy movement,ts

At this time any concern which he may have had regarding &
fighter CAP from TF 38 was dispelled because six VF(N) from TG 38.1 arrived
on statione thus releasing the dusk fighters from his CVE's,

He did issus one dispatch concerning communications, At 1951,
bacsuse (a8 CTF 77) he had either not bsen receiving certain information
concerning the KING II operation or had bheen receiving it too late, he
requested COMTHIRDFLT, CTPF 32, and the four fast carrier group couwmsnders %o
address such traffic intended for Commsnder Philippine Attack Force to
CTF 77 as well as to COMSEVENTHFLT,#wtks

In this comnsction, it will be recalled (from Volume 1Y)
that, as CCGMSEVENTHFLT, he had advised the interested commands on October
13th that, commencing at 160C that day, traffic concerning the XING II
operation was to be addressed ‘o CTF 77, and that his deputy cosmander at
Hollendia would continue the routine administration of the SEVENTHFLT,#tiax
It would appear from this that he meznt that (a) he would, ir genersl, use
the title CTF 77 in originating dispatches concerned with the XING II
oreration, (b) his depuiy commander would use the title of COMSEVENTHFLT
in handling rcutine matters, and that (c) he, himsel, as COMSEVENTHFLT
might also employ that title when he thought it appropriate., His reason
for permitting his deputy commander to employ the title of COMSEVENTHFLT
was "deception"—he hoped that Japanese radic traffic analysers would not

" 5TH BOMCOM Dispateh 201435/1 October 1944 to AOIC.

e Search Plane (Sector 1 fram Morotai) Dispatch 200245/1 October 194l
to 5TH BOMCM.

- CTF 79 Dispatch 220552 October 1944 to CIF 77, C.G. 6TH Army.

o War Diary TG 38.1, October 20th, 1944.

hadodotod ] COMTTHFLT Diepatch 201051 October 1944 to COM3RDFLT, CTF 38, and
m‘a 38-1p 38.2, 38-3 m Bsok-

annsnk  Voluwe 11, Battle for Leyte Gull (HavPers 92194), Naval War Collegs
1955, Chapter I, Section (A)(1), Operations of COM7TTHFLT.

asuwens  COMTTHFLT Dispatch 130055 October 1944 to COMSOWESPAC, CINCPAC,
CMIRDFLT, C.G. 6TH Army, COMINCH, otc.
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CTF 77
C Getober 20th
know that COMSEVENTHFLT was at sea, and thal an overseas opsration was
mm.*

However, it seams clear that the abovo was not being complied ;
with completely by the THIRDFLT addressees and therefore he felt il necessary
to request compliance,

At 2203 he sent COMSONESPAC an amplifyirg report on the progress
of ths landing operations as of 1400 which incorporated, verbatim, the
earlier report from CTF 79 regarding the southern beachss and similar reports
he had received from CTF 78 and CYG 78.3 in regard to the northern and s
Panson Strait beaches. In this dispatch he stated that {a) the Panaon Task
Group expected to camplsts unloading at 1800, (b) APA/AP's and AK's off RED
and WHITE Beaches (Plate V) wsre respsctively twenty-five and fifteen per
cent unloaded, {c¢) unloading of LST's at the northern beaches was siow,
excspt at two points, because shallow water prevented close approach; LCT's
and pontoons were being obtained from the Southern Attack Force to expedite P
unloading, (d) asssult troops had landed exactly as scheduled, (@) troops i
landed on RED Beach had advanced 1800 yards inland; mortar fiie had sunk
one LCVP and damaged three LST's killing seven and wounding ten navy
porsonnsl in LST 171 and wounding six army personnel in a sunken LVT, (f)
trocps landed on WHITE Beach had encountered only light oppesition with ro
casuslties thus far reported and had advanced through San Jose and half of
the Cataisan Peninsula, (g) all transports off RED and WHITE Beaches
expscted to be ready to depart at 1900.%%

i e A e S

1T SEEMS SOMEWHAT SURPRISING THAT THE FACT THAT TACLOBAN AIR-
FIELD HAD BEEN CAPTURED AT 1240 WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THIS DISPATCH SINCE
THE SEIZURE OF THE JAPANES. AIRFIELDS WAS ONE OF ‘THE OBJECTIVES OF THE
LANDING OFERATIONS. ITS CAPTURE WAS OF IMPORTANCE TO CTF 77 FOR THE PLARS
CALLED FOR ONE STRIP AND UNDISPERSED PARKING AREAS TO BE READY FOk TWO
FIGHTER GROUPS AMD A NIGHT FIGHTER SQUADBRON BY De5, #xt  IH THIS CONNECTION,
CTF 77 KWEW THAT HIS ESCCRT CARRIERS COULD NOT BE WITHDRAWN FRQM THE
OBJECTIVE AREA UNTIL THE GARRISON AIR FORCES WERE UPERATIONAL AND, EVEN THEN,
A NUMBER OF ESCORT CARRIERS MIGHT BE FORCED TO PROVIDE SUPPORT OF AIR
OPERATIONS UNTIL THE GARRISON AIR FORCES COULD ASSUME FULL RESPORSIBILITY
FOR AIR DEFENSE, W

i et SN

# Lettsr from Capiain L. G. Shaffer, JSN, TTHFLT Cozwunications Officer

during Leyte Operation, te Captain H.M.3. Gimber, Jr., USN, World wWar

II Battle Evalustion Group, Naval War College, January 3lst, 1956.

CTF 77 Dispatch 201303 October 194k to COMSOWESFAC, info COMINCH,

CINCPAC, CCGM3RDFLT, etc.

L Action Heport CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th;
1944.

twmn  Fleld Order No. 25, Headquarters 6TH Army, September 23rd, 1944,
Annex 9, 6TH U.S. Army, Report of the Leyte Operation, October 17th -
December 25th, 194k, Fage 118, andated.

weass CANF SOWESPAC Opsration Plan No. 13-44, Serial 000224, September 26th,
1944, Annex G, Paragraph 3b.
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CTF 177
OMPELIAL CTG 77.2
October 20th

At 2208 CTF 77 recoived a report from CTG 77.4 that (a) his
eoscort carrier group md been attacked by three epemy carrier-type fighters
at 0830, and {b) cos small bomb had hit the SANGAMO¥ causing minor damage.¥

At 2219 he received a dispatch from CTY 77.7.1 (Cosmzander
Pueling Group) whersin thit commander stated, in effect, that he was
assigning the uaits of TU 77.7.1 as follows: (A) ACCIPITER Group: this
grovp, which consisted of the oilers ASHTABULA, CHEPACHET, SALAMONIE,
SARANAC, and ths amsmnition ships DURHAM VICIORY and MAZAMA, under his direct
command, and escorted by the MANILA BAY, was to dspart Korsol Roads at 1200
D-day for Area ACCIPITER, arriving in that ares on D+2 day; amd (b) Kossol
Rosds Unit: (1) this unit, which consisted of ammunition ships MERIDIAN
VICTORY, IRAN VICTORY, ELUEFIELD VICTORY, KISHWAUKEE, and escorted by the
destroyer escorts LOVELACE, NEUENDORF, THOMASON, under the command of
COMCORTDIV THIRTY~SIVEN, was to arriva at Kossol Rosds prior to October
25th; (2) the KISKWAUKEE, with one destreyer escort, was to arrive in Area
ACCIPITER not later than 0700 D+8 day; and (3) the ammunition ships were to
remain at Kossol Roads until called forward,w#

Since this dispatch was in accordance with his instructions as
regards fuel and ammunition for his forces in ths Layte cperation, he likely
viewed it with satisfaction as it indicated clearly that his logistics

operations were proceeding normally.

During the day, as noted on Plate III {Contacts Received by
Principal Aliied Comsenders), there were no contacts of pearticular
consequence, and even the contacts on the preceding day were neither unusual
nor unsipected, Of the more important contect reports shown on this plate,
the one on the SECOND Striking Force (Contaci 2) had been reported on the
previous day by the TRIGGER, and the one at Pare Pare Bay (Contact 1) of
sixteen large navai vessles, had also besn reported on the previous day by
Allied aircraft. This latter contact had been questioned as to its accurscy
and was presently under reconraissanue,

(1) Operations of Advance Force, October 20th ##

On the arrival of the assault forces at the objective area,

CIG 77.4 Dispatch 200214, October 194k to CTF 77, info CIF'e 78, 79.
CTU 77.7.1 Dispatch 192358 October 194k to COMSERVITHFLT, CTG 77.7,
info CTF!'s 77, 78, 79, COM3RDFLT, etc.

#e%  CANF SOMESPAC Operstion Plan 13-4k, Serial 00022A, Septomber 26th, 194k;
Action Report CTG 77.2 (COWCRUDIV 4), Boubsrdment and Capture of Leyte
Island, Octcber 16th - 24th, 1944 Sorial 00147, November 5th, :%4k;
Action Report CIF 7€, Lsyts Operstion, Serial 00911, Navember 1Qth,
1944; Action Report CTF 79, Seisure of Leyte, 3erial 00323, Noveaber
13th, 194k; Action Report Cli 77.3, Leyte Occupations, Serial 0359,
November 3rd, 1944; Ac%ion Report CIG 77.6, Leyte Island Guasrations,
Serisl 0084, Moveabsr 1Uth, 1944,

:#
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W October 20th - -

October 20th, at which time CTF 77 (Comswnder Contral Philippines Attack :
Force) automatically assumed overall control of all operatiocns in ths )
cbjective arsa in accordance with the basic plan, the Advance Force ceased .
to exist, Prom D=3 day until this time CTG 77.2 (Commtrder Bombardment and
Fire Support Group) had functioned az OTC of all advance groups in the :
objective area, and, in such oapacity, had bsen responsitlde for pre-D-day

operations, including shore bombardment and night harassing fire, minesweep-

ing, underwater beach reccrnaissance, air defenss and air support, air-ses

rescue and lifeguard service, and covering support for the beach demolition

and mineswseping units., Howover, with the arrival of the amphibious forces,

CTG 77.2's oversll responsibilities for the operations in the area ended.

At this time (a) CTF 78 (Commander Northsrm Attack Force) assumed control

of TU 77.2.1 {Ffire 3upport Unit. North) in addition to TG 77.3 {(Closs

Covering Group), TG 78,3 (Panaon Attack Group) and TG 78.5 (Harbor Entrence

Coutrol Group), (b) CTF 79 (Commander Southern Attack Force) assumsd control

of TU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit South) and of TG 77.6 (Beach Damolition

Group), and (¢) Commandsr Minesweeping and Hyirogrephic Group (CTG 77.5)

reported to CTF 77 (Comrander Central Philippines Attack Porce). Coumander

Support Aircraft Central Philippines (GSACP) (under CTF 77) relieved Advancs

Commander Support Aircraft (ACSA) (under CTG 77.2) and took contrd® of all

air opsrations in the odjective ares,

{a) Operations of CIG 77.2% (Bombardment and Fire Suppert
Group), October 20th.

CTG 77.2 (with TG 77.2 less the night harassing units)
continued to steam on varicus coursess &t twelve knots in night cruising
disposition in an area south of ths Tacloban — Dulag Approach Channel.#

At 0044 he made an amplifying report to CIF 77 concerning
the progreas of operations in the objective area through the end of the
previcus Jay stating, among other things, (a) all advance operations were
proceeding according to plan, sxcept mine clearance in Area SWEEP, where
186 mines had thms far been swapt and destroyed, but only the southern half
had beon clsared, (b) beaches apparently were suitable for landing craft
since no underwater obstacles or mines had been discovered, (c) enemy
defenses bshind the northem and southern beaches were desp and strong
although no heavy artillery had thus far been used or observed, (d) many
mortar batteries hed been discovered and rome had bssn put out of action,
(s) he wus retsining on board until after the landings a number of alleged
Philippine patriota who had come ostensibly to give him information,
suspocting tbat there might be some quislings among them, {f) wakes of
torpedoces from ensmy torpedc boats had besn seen although the boats escaped
(srronsous report since there were no onmomy torpedo boats in Leyte Gulf),

#  All infursation here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained from
Aotion Report CTG 77.2 (COMCRUDIV 4), Bombardment and Capture of Lsyte
Island, Philippine Islands, October 16%h — 2kth, 194k, Serisl 007,
lovembar 5th, 1944,

#% War Diary COMCRUDIV 4 (CTG 77.2), October 20th, 1944.
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¢rG 77.2
GQNELDISNOSAL. October 20th

and (g) ROSS and CHICKASAW had been atiacked by two enexy carrier-type
bombers and the LOUILSVILLE by a suicide dive bombsr that disintegrated in
mid-air due to the force of its dive.®

At 0107 he made redar contact on the Landing Craft Movement
Group of TF 79, the leading echelon of the assault forces entering Leyte
Guif,

At 0415 he detached TU 77.2.1#% {Fire Support Unit North),
iess the CONY and SIGOURNEY which two destroyers he had stationed off the
nerthern beaches the previous evening to conduct night haressing lire,®%s
; Thereupon, CTU 77.2.1, in MISSISSIPPI, plus MARYLAND, WEST VIRGINIA and
: AULICK, forwed cclumn and set course toward his assigned fire support areas
: ’ off the northern beachesiit (Plate V), This detachment of TU 77.2.1 left
! CTG 77.2 solely with TU 77.2.2, less the RICHARD P, LEARY and HALFORD which
twe destroyers had besn etationed off the southern beaches the previous
evening also for harsssing fire,

Akt OL55 he detached TG 77.6w#t (Beach Demolition Group) to
report to COMDESRON FIFTY-SIX, who assigned all available APD's in this
] group to patrol stations sourth of the transport ares until released to
¢ report to CIF 79 for post-asssult demolition work,iHHti

At 0500 he ordered (a) the heavy ships of CTU 77.2,2 (Fire
Support Unit South) to proceed independently, as previously directed, to
5 their firing positions (Plate VII, off the southern bsaches and to commsnce
| firing at 0600;%#% and (b) COMDESRON FIFTY-SIX to form his destroyers in a
| north - south screening line to the seaward of the battleships and cruisers
when not required for scheduled gunfire support, #t

! At 0600 he observed the heavy units of TU 77.2,2 commence

; scheduled fires against designated targets in the vicinity of the southern
beaches, Due to the paucity of visibie targets, slow and deliberate area
fire was employed as in the pre-D-day bombardments, except in cases where
definite targets were previously known or nsw ornss were discovered by (a)
the 1ifting of camouflage by bombing or gunfire, (b) enemy counterbattery
firs, or (c) spotting aircraft.

At 0615 his flagship (LOUISVILLE) was attacked by sn enemy
Army-type fighter which dropped two bombs that exploded fifty yards on the
port beam causing no damags. The plance escaped.

AS A RESULT OF THE MACHINE GUM AND MORTAR FIRE ENCOUNTERED
BY THE UNXHWATER DEMOLITION TXAMS DURING THE PRE-D-DAY BEACH RECOMNAISSANCE,
HE MOVED AT 0825 S(ME OF HIS GUNFIRE SUPPORT SHIPS TO POSITIONS CLOSER TO

CTG 77.2 Dispateh 191544 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78, 79.
War Diary COMCHBUDIV /o (CTG 77.2), October 20th, 1944.

War Diary COMDESRON 5, October 19th, 1944,

War Diary COMBATOIV 3, October 20th, 194k4.

seuun  War Diary TALBOT (CTG 77.6), Outober 20th, 1944.
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CTG 77.4

et TN October 20th ...,

THE BEACHES FOR THE D-DAY FIRING WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO PAY PARTICULAR
ATTENTFON TO ALL BEACH POSITIONS,*

HE 0ID THIS BECAUSE HE REALIZED THAT "CLOSE IN" OR "“SHORT
RANGE" FIRES WERE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF SUCH BEACH
POSITIONS (USUALLY MATERIAL OBJECTS) AS GREATER RANGES REQUIRED MORE TiMk
AND A GREATER EXPENDITURE OF AMMUNITION., THI5 CONCEPT REMAINS IN EFFECT
TODAY AND L5 SPECIFIED AS A REQUIREMENT FOR DESTRUCTION FIRES,#3

At 0645 the RICHARD P.°LEARY and the HALFORD, which had
completed harassing fires, headed for their next station, the former to
her screening station, the latter to her FS station,

At 0700 he noted that both CTF 78 and CVF 79 had arrived in
the objective area, He therefore, as CTU 77.2.2, in accordance with
instructions, reported for duty to CTF 79, CTU 77.2,1L likewise reported to
CTF 78.,%#% During the remainder of the day, since TU 77.2.1 continued to
operate with CTF 78 and TU 77.2,2 continued to operate with CTF 79, the
operations of these units after 0700 this day are incorporated in the
discussions of the operations of their respective attack force commanders,

(b) Overdtions of CTG 77.4 (Escort Carrier Group), October 20th.

In addition to protecting his own units with local CAP and
AS? for each task unit, CIG 77.4 provided air cover and support for the
D-day landings on Leyte in accordance with CTF 77's basic air plan, st
Scheduled air cover consisted of a daylight CAP of twenty-eight VF over the
target area from 0615 until 1730, a dusk CAP alsc over the target area of
twelve VF from 17G. until 1820, and an ASP of two VT each across the southern
part of Surigao Strait and the eastern entrances to Leyte Gulf (Plate VIII)
from 0615 until 1730. Scheduled air support consisted of thirty-six VF ard :
fifteen VT on station over the target area from 0615 until 1730, plus a i
landing-hour strike group of twenty VF and nine VT and miscellaneous air
coordination, observer, spotting, smoke and phovographic missions, iR To
accomplish this he began the day with a total of 222 VF and 127 VT, s###id#

wan e AT v, WA

e i b T

* Voice Radio Log, Action Report HALFORD, Report of Bombardment of Leyte
Island, October 19th - 20th, 1944, Serial 047, October 23rd, 1944.
ue Naval Gunfire Support in Amphibious Operations (NWIP :2-2), Department

of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operaiicns, June 15th, 1953,
Chapter I, Paragraph 111l.

i Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment of and Fire Support Mission on
Leyte Island, Philippine Islands, Serial 0166, October 29th, 1944.

okl CANF 5SOWESPAC Operation Plan No. 13-hk4, Serial 000224, Septembsr
26th, 1944, Annex G.

wen#®  CIG 77.4 Operation Plan No. 2-4i, Serial 00075, October 5th, 1944,
Appendix 3 to Annex D.

wexn#% This total differs from the comparable Iigures contained in the Table
of Organization of Allied Forces in Volume [1 of "The Battle for Lewte
Gulf", the latter figures showing a total of 229 VF and 128 VT as of
2400 October 19th. in tne interim period between the promulgation
Af Volumes i1 and IIT, the acquisition of additional information
nas resulted in modifications of the earlier figures,
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CIG T7.4

ch:w Octobsr 20th
Ld

CTU 77.4.1 supported CTG 78.3's (Panson Attack Group)
landings on Panacn and southeast Leyte; CTU 77.4.2 supported CIF 79's
(Southern Attack Force) landings in the vicinity of Dulag and CTU 77.4.3
supported CTF 78's (Northern Attack Force) landings just below Tacloban.

The Panson larding-hour strike group and direct support
group each consisted of four VF/three VI; the northern and southern atteck
force landing-hour strike :22 direct support groups consisied, respectively,
of eight VF/three VT and sixteen VF/six VT for each force. The armament
for these missions consisted, generally, of bombs, napalm and rockets in
addition to the normal lcading of machine gur ammunition.

The weather in the sea operating area was good with north-
northwesterly winds seven to ten knots, visibility twelve miles until 1000
rsducing thereafter to six miles in haze, partially cloudy skies with bases
of lower clouds at 1500 to 2000 feet, and smooth sea, Over Leyte there were
Jow scattered clouds and haze during the early morning, visibility was six
miles improving to twelve miles at about 1000, flying conditions were
excellent. First light was at 0517 and sunrise at 0629.

At 0645 TU 77.Lk.14, consisting of the SAGINAW BAY, PETRGF BAY,
EDMONDS and RICHARD S. BULL, with thirty-three VF and twenty-four VI joined
TU 77.5.2 having been relsased at 0100 from escort duty with the transport
group of TF 79.% At 0705 TU 77.4.34 consisting of the GAMBIER BAY, KITKIN
BAY, DENNIS and JCHN C. BUTLER with thirty-four VF and twenty-four VT joined
TU 77.4.3, having been released from escort duty with TF 78 at 2000 the
previous day.** Consequently there was now available within TG 77.4 a total
of sixteen carriers with 289 VF and 175 VI. At this time TU 77.4.2 consisted
of six carriers, TU 77.4.3 of six and TU 77.4.1 of four.

A morning tighter strike against Catmon Hill area was
jaunched at O745 from the MARCUS ISLAND. This strike was accompanied by &
special mission torpedo plane with COMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN®* embarked as
cbserver. On completion of several strafing and rockst runs against Catmon
Hill entrenchments, during which time the plane was heavily hit by a L4Omm
or larger calibre shell and COMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN was wounded, the plane
returned to the MARCUS ISLAND where, owing to its heavy damage, it was
jettisoned  tae

While (a) COMCARDIV TWENTY-SEVEN's reasons for malting this
flight are not known bui were apparently tco gain at first hand information
concerning the results of a particular ground support mission, and (b) his
courage in flying such a mission was commendable, there is consideratle
doubt thal the demands of the ajtuation required that he so expose himyelf

to enemy gunfire and the risk of possible capture,

*® Action Report. CTU 77.k.14, Leyte Operation, Serial 026, November 4th,

1944,
L War Diary COMCARDIV 26 (UTU 77.4.34), October 20th, 1944.

#w»  Hear Adaniral W. D. Sample, USKH.
awne®  Alrcraft Action Report No, 51, +C-2, October 20th, 1944,
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CTG T7.4
SQNEL DN T A" October th

PKIS POINTS UP THE BATTLE LESSON THAT IT IS UNWLSE FOR A
3 NAVAL COMMANDER, WHC IS CONVERSANT WITH THE PRESENT AND FLANEWD FUTURE
OPEBATIONS OF HIS COMMAND, #ND POSSISLY OF OTHER COMMANDS AS WBLL, TO
EXPOSE HIMSELF IN SUCH MANNER UKMECKSSARILY FOR, WRRE ME CAPTURED BY THE
ENRMY, HX MIGHT BE FORCED 10 GIVE AWAY INFOHMATION OF VITAL DAPORTANCE TO
THE SUCCESSFUL CONCTT CF THE OFERATION.

The first target CAP of the day made a fighter swesp of Leyte
airfields en route to their stations and twulve VF of the fire* direct
4 support group made aati-shipping and anti-motor torpedo boat sweeps ower
Cerigara Bsy, San Pedro Bay, Cawctos Sex and Surigae Streit.

At 0832 TU 7T.4.1 was attaciked by three enemy corrier-iype
tighters carrying bambs while in the midet of launchiag the landing-hour
striko group tor Panson., Four bombs narrowly missed the SANTEE snd one
bomb skipped and stiuck the SANGAMON at the waterline causing negligible
damege, Oms of the attack planes was shot dowm by antl-aircraft fire, one
by the CAP ani ane by #F of the atrike group.* These epeny aircraft, whiech
had come from Cebu, reported, prior to being shot dowm, &3 having scored
direct hits on two converted earriers.®#

Tas landing-hour strike group ovsr Panuon was cancelled
owirg to the lack of any enemy opposition to Lhe laniing and the alreraft
recurned sboaid thair parent carriers in TU 77.4.1 with their bombs. Some
Pangon direct support groups were ssnt by the Commander Support Alreraft
to sweep sirfisids on Cebu snd Panay and others warw assigned targeta
pehind the northern aad southsrn beachms., The pilots on thesa -wespas
claimed destroying four barracks, one warshouse, aseven luggers and leamaging
t#o torpedo bogtw; one airborue ertay arwy-type fighter shot down ouver
Opou Field, Cebu. &% Japanese sources available do nol pesi*ively support
the above claims. In fact, these sources sncw that no damage to shilpping
oceurrsd during these attacks,ieHet

The diract support air operations over the northern &
southern beaches were quite uffsctive in supperting the landings and advance
of che assault troops. Pilots reported damage to various buiidings, fual

% dumps, pill boxes, gun emplacements ard destruction or damags to thurty-sir
b ! trucks and cars.®## All roads leading to the bsaches were kepi under

T g constant surveillance to keep the snemy from moving reinforcemsnts by land
G and the imeediate sea aveas were patroiled to pravent uverwaler movenent..

b Action Heport CTU 77.4.1, Leyte Operation, October 12th - 29th, 194,
Serial 00104, November 3th, 1944; also War Diaries CHENANGO and
: SANGAMON, October 20th, 1944; also CTG 77.4 Dispatch 200214 October
) 194k to CTF 77, info CTF 78, CTF 79 and all TGC's T¥ 77.
i L1 Philippine Area Naval Operationa, Part l1I, Ostober - Docenber 194k,
1 Secoryd Demobilisation Bureau, Japanese Govermment, October 1947,
o ’ Dopartment of the Army Historical Division, File No. 8-5, J3-104.
' : aei (TG 77.4 Dispatch 210350 October 1944 to CTF 77, info CTF's 78, 79
and all TGC's of TF 77.
#ve* The Imperial Japanese Navy in WW 1I, GHY, PEC, Mi itary History
Section, Special Staff, February 1952,
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Again, as on the previcus day, due to the inability of Alljed
radars to detect low flying aircraft in proximity to the surrounding land
masses, the TCAP was not too effective in preventing eneuwy aircraft from
penetrating the objective area inside Leyte Gulf. Fortunately, ensmy
resistance to the Allied landing was as meager in the air as it wes on the
ground and was limited to the following:

(a) Naval Aircraft:

(1) At 0822 an snemy carrier-type fighter, pursued by
three Allied fighters, passed low and close aboard the BISBEE in the entrance
to Leyte Gulf and was shot down shortly thereafter.*

(2) At 1602 an enemy carrier-type attack plane torpadoed
the HONOLULU, inflicting serious damage,** This plane was one of the two
that tock off from Nichols Field, Luzom, about 1320 and landed at Cebu Base
at 1705. The pilot of cne plane reported that he had definitely sunk an
Allied transport in Leyte Gulf; the other plane did not return,

The unit identity of the carrier-type aircraft, which
made the attack in (a) (1) above and which appears to have come from Cebu,
cannot be fully established as the informatien thereon is meager. It appears
to have belonged to the 201st Air Sroup which had rereived an order on
October 18th to ¥contirme murprise attacks® et

(b) Army Aircraft:

(1) At 0607 an enewyy army-type fighter dropped two boibs
on the PRESERVER off the western tip of Homonhon Island, One bomb acored a
dirsct hit putting the PRESERVER out of commission, although she was deemed

salvagsable Jbbes

(2) At 0615 an enery army-type fighter dropped two ombs
close aboard the LOUISVILLE without cauaing any damge t#% Thia plane was
apparently one of two similar type pianes sighted over Dulag at about this
time by the air coordinator, who reported that one plane had made an attack
on the bombardment cruisers, and then flew off to the north, Xt

i War Diary BISBEE, October 20th, 1944 .

* war Diary HONCLULU, October 20th, 1944.

halald Detailed Action Report No. 3, 253RD Attack Unit (331ST Air Group),
October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378,

e Ibid., Commander 5TH Base Air Force Dispatch 182142, October 1944.

alalidabl War Diary PRESERVER, Cctoter 20th, 1944,

weHeRk Act.on Report CTG 77.2 (OOMCRUDIV 4), Bombardment ard Capture of
Leyte Island, Philippine Islards, October 16th - 24th, 1944,
Serial 00147, November 5th, 1944,

wbtegd Aircraft Action Report No, 82, Vi-g1, Uctober 20th, 1944.
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(3) At 0620 an enemy land reconnsissance plane boimbed
the L.:T's of the Northern Attack Force with negative results.,* 5

(4) At 0713 an army-type fighter dropped 2 bemb near the
LCI(R) 31 off the Panson beaches without causing any damage.*®

The army aircraft, which made the above attacks,
reportedly balongoed to the SECOND Air Division which had launched a twenty-
plarne sttack at dawn, Actually, they were from at least four separate units
and were, therefore, probably not coordinated as a single attack group., As
indicated above under (b) (1), (2), (3) and (4) they made only one hit
although they clsimed having (1) sunk one destroyer, one transport and two :
landing craft and (2) made near misses on one destroyer,®#* ;

SRR K - R

(c) From 1805 until 1846 an enemy two-engine land bomber, 1
apparently on a reconnaissance mission, flew leisurely arcund Leyte Gulf
while the ships fired at it ineffectively. The dusk CAP could not make an |
interception becsuse of ihe heavy anti-aircraft fire,%®

Daapite the agbove, it should be pointed out here that the
target combat sir patrol was not always unsuccessful in thwarting enemy air
| attacks., It had several successes: (a) al. 0745 a low-flying enemy carrier- ‘

type attack plane carrying a torpedo was shct down over Biliran Strait off :
the northwsstern tip of Leytedttt and (b) at 1645 a second torpedo-equipped }
carrisr-typs attack plans was shot down cvor Leyte Gulf. #*#*¢ The latter
plane is most likely the one that had departed Nichols Field at 1400 and
fail/sd to rsturm  JHHERR

During the day, if the basic plan was followed, which seems
correct, CTG 77.4 maintained a local CAP of eight VF and an ASP of four VI
over TU 77.h.) and a CAP of four VF and an ASP of four VI each over TU's 3
77 5.2 ard T7.4.3. The (AP over TU 77.4.3 shot down one enemy plane ;
{probably army) at a distance of twenty-five or more miles from the
formation , #HEHHHEE

By 1915, when the dusk CAP was recovsred, the three carrier

* Action Repori CTG 78.2, Leéyte Operation, Serlial 0085, November
' 29th, 1944; also War Diary MURRAY, October 20th, 194k.

i Wur Diary SCHROEDER, Octcher 20th, 1944,

il Daily Record of the War Situation, GHQ, FEC Special Historical

Collection, Supporting Documents to General of the Army Douglas
MacArthur's Historical Report on Allied Operations in the Southwest
Pacific Area (Item 4, Footlocker 10 of 10, SWPA Seriea Vol, 11).
e # Aircraft Actiocn Report No, 8, Vi-81, October 20th, 1944.
AR Action Report WICKES, Assault on Leyte Island, Serial 060, Novamber
3rd, 1%44; also War Diary RENNION, October 20th, 1944.
SRR Datajled Action Report Ho, 3, 253RD Attack Unit (33157 Air Gmup),
October 20th - November 13th, 1944, WDC Document 160354, NA 12378,
wiamtek War Diary KALININ BAY, October 20th, 1944.
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task units of 70 77.4 hed flown about 305 direct support, sorties, 132 |
target CAP sorties snd twenty target ASP sorties.®

Total aireraft losscs for the day were two VF (CHENANGO,
KITKUN BAY) and five VI (FANSHAW BAY-—onr, MARCUS ISLAND——one, ST, LO=
res), all lost operationally. One pilot (CHYNANGO) was lost.®* Thus,
at the ond of the day, s had remaining 287 VF and 170 VT.

After the last planes cf the dusk CAP's had landed, all

October 20th,

Tay Tay Point

three units of TG 77.4 retired to their respective night operating areas.

(c) Opsrations of CTG 77.5 (Mineswesping and Hyirographic Group),

On this day the various sweep units of TG 77.5 opsrated as

followss i
Ares (Plate IV) Unit Swee Character
PLRMET Ol Exploratory###® Moored and acoustic to a
{1) depth of forty feet,
SWEEP WO, Clearance Hoored and acoustic te &
THREE & depth of eighty feet in order ‘
MINDIV to clear moored miness thrt ;
THIRTY - might be riding lower than
POIIR thair sst depth in the low
currents,
RED & WHITE FOUR Exploratory Koored and acoustic to a :
DEACHES depth of twenty feet, !
BILUE, ORANGE, PIVE Exploratory Moored tc & depth of twenty
VIULET & YRLLOW foet, :
BEACHES
GREEN BEACHES and SIX Expleratory Moored and acoustic to a

depth of twanty faet.

¥ War Diaries SANTEE, SUWAMEE,
FANSHAW BAY, KITNUM BAY, KAL
Action Reporte, Layte Operetion

NAT(MA BAY, MAZCUS ISLAND, SAVO ISLAND,
ININ BAY, October 20th, 194k; also (VE
» KALININ DAY, Serial 0121, November
5th, 1944; WHITE PLAINS, Serial 0011, October 27th, iY%44; PETROF BAY,

Serisl 052, Novenber 2nd, i944; MANILA BAY, Serisl 0103, November

axi, 19s4i; SAGINAW BAY, Serial 0127, ¥ovember Lth, 1944; Alrcraft
Action Reports Bos. 43, Lk, 45, &b, ¥C-5, Uctober 20th, 194h; Adrcraft
hction Reporis Nos. 7, 8, VC~58, October Hh, 1944.

L War Diaries COMCAHDIV 25, CHENANGO, KITSUN BAY, Octobsr 20th, 1944;
4.30 Aircraft Action Repori Mo. 51, V(-2l, Octobar Lth, 1944,

*%  Action Report CTG 77.5, Mireeweoping Operaticns in Surigao Struit sad
Leyte Gulf, Serial 0111, Ostober 29th, 1944,

S

War Diary HAMILTON, October 20th, 194k.
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CIG 77.5
M‘ Octobsr 20th
Area (Plate IV) Unit Type Sweap Character
Fire Support Aveas SEVEN & Clearance Moorsd and acoustic to a

AHLE & BAKER EJGHT depth of twenty and ten feet.
CUTTER FOUR Exploratory Mcored and acoustic to &
depth of forty feot.

PARAVAUE FIVE Exploratory Moored and acoustic to a
dopth of forty feet,

OITER S7X Exploretory Moored and acoustic to a
deapth of forty feet.

NO"E (1): Sweep Unit ONE, less CHAMDLER, HOWARD snd PREHLE, also made 2
tactical sweep ahead of TF 78 on approach and entry into Leyte
OCulf; opersted with Hydrographic Unit; PREHELE, whose
services were not required for hydrographic duty, anchored off
Dulag to watch the invasion; CHANDLER and HOWARD rejoined Unit
ONE for the exploratory sweep of Area PLWMMET, which sweep had
negativs resulis; SANDS engaged in shallow water minesweeping
operations of: northern and southern beaches using LCPR's
equipped with minesweeping gear; CHICKASAW assisted damaged ROSS,
PRESFRVER and HONCE.ULU,*

By this day CTG 77.5 had made explorstory or clearsnce
sweeps in all areas of Luyte Gulf (Plate IV) with negative results, excepi
in Area SWEEP, whers he had discovered many moored chemical horn contact
mines in a straight two-row field. In addition, his Hydrographic Unit
(TU 77.5.2) had buoysd ths channels, the approachss to the besaches, and the
dangerous shoals and obotructions within the gulf.

AL 0750 he received taree additional minssweepers-—the
SALUTE, SAUNTER and SCRIMMACE of MINDIV THIRTY-FOUR. Thess minesweepers had
proceaded to Leyte Gulf with CTG 79.2 and had now been assigned to CTG 77.5.
CTG 77.5 then assigned tiwm SCOUT, from Swesp unit TWO, to the above thros
minssweepers and directed thom, as MINDIV THIRTY~-FOUR, to sweep Arng SWEEP,
This unit swept eight mines ##%

Additional mines were swept se follows:
() Sweep Unit TWO - elight aw#

{b) Sweep Unit THREE -~ sixtesn sei#

* War Diariss SOUTHARD, BREESK, HAMYLTON, PALMER, CHAMDLER, PRESERVER,
SANDS, PHEHLE and CHICKASAW, October 20th, 1944,

*h War Disries SALUTE, SAUNTER, SCHIMMAGE and Deck Log SCO'T, Octobsr
20th, 1944,

wn#  War Diary TOKEN, October 20th, 1944.

witne  War Diary HEQUISITE, October 20th, 1%44.
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At 1933 Sweep Unit SIX returned from operations off GREEN
Beach and Tay Tay Point.

CTG 77.5 stated, in his report of the operation, that by
D-day (presusably medning by nightfall on D-day) TG 77.5 had swept a total
of 227 mines in clearing cheznels, anchorages and fire support areas,#
Actually, he appears to have awept a total of 222 mines, computed as
follows: October 17th, twenty-seven; October 18th, fifty~three; October
19th, 110; October 20th, thirty-two, s

{(d) Operations of CTG 77.6 (Beach Demolition Group),
Cetober 20th,

Upon being released by CTG 77.2 at 0455, CIG 77.6, in
the TALBOT, assigned his APD's to patrol stations on an eaot -~ west line
four miles south of the Southe” Transport Area as directed by COMDESRON
FIFTY-SIX,

| At -0800 he turned over coamend of the APD screen tc the
] Commanding Officer OVERTOM and, with the TALBOT and GOLDSBPOROUGH, repcrted
to CTF 79 for duty. He wms then directed by CTF 79 to report to the
Beachmaster of Transport Group ABLE for post-assault demolition work as
required. On learning from the Beachmaster that ne post=assault des lition
work would be required this day, he releassd the GOLDSBOROUGH to re’urn to
the APD screen and directed the TALBOT to stand by in the Southern Transport
Area on call.®#* Nothing further of importance occurred.

3ince the units of this group performed screening and
escort duties only, these APD's will be discussed ander the attack force
comsinders and this group will be dropped from further discussion.

(2) Operations of CTF 78 (Morthern Attack Force), October 20th
(Plate V),

Prior to discussing the D-day operations of CTF 78 (Commander
Northerm Attack Force), who was also CIG 78.1, it might be well to review

# Action Report CTG 77.5 (COMMIMRON 2), Report of Mimesweeping Operations
in Surigeo Strait and Lsyte Gulf, Serial 0111, October 29th, 1944,

¥ In evaluating the individual ship and unit records to verify the
mineswseping reports, an attempt bas been mads to count only those
mines logged as actually swept, excluding the “floaters” (largely
mines freed by the recent typhoon), of which a considerable mumsber
wore encountered, and which were sunk or desiroyed; nor in this
analysis of the mineswosping operations have mines reportad by other
units been included,

###  War Diaries COMDESEON 56 and TALBOT, October 20th, 194L; also Action
Report CTG 77.6, Leyte Island Operationa, Philippine Islands, Serial
084, November 10th, 1944.
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Om% . October 20th

the tasks tnat had besn assigned to him in the basic plan® for KING II
insofar as the main landings are concerned {ths pre-D-day landings on
Dirsgat, Sulusn and Homonhon Izlands, which had been succesafully
scomplished by units of his coamand, have already besn discussed in
detail in Volume II).#* These tasks were:

(a) At 1000 on D=day to land the FIRST Cavalry Division
and the TWENTY-FCURTH Infantry Division (lese the TWENTY-FIRST Infantry
Regiment) of the TENTH Corps, U.S. SIXTH Arwy, on WHITE Beach (San Ricardo)
and RED Besch (Palo) in the Tacloben area of northesrn Leyts, with the
objective of gaining control of the Leytes Valley to Carigars Bay and San
Juanico Streit.

5 (b) At 1000 on D-day to land one regimental combet team

. (TWENTY-FIBST Infantry Regiment) of the TWENTY-FOURTH Infantry Division on
] GREEN Beach in the vicinity of Panaon Strait for the purpose of gaining
control of the strait to permit the pessage of motor torpedo boate into
Mindanso Sea and waters west of Leyte,

e

{e) To establish, prior to D-day, a harbor entrance control
unit and tc maintain this unit until relleved of responsibility by Commander
Central Fhilippines Attack Force,

e A s . Wt

(d) On arrival in the objective area to sassume control of ,
Close Covering Group {TG 77.3) and Fire Support Unit North (TU 77.2.1) for !
bombardment, night harassing fire ard close fire support on D-dsy and ‘
subsequent thereto as required.

RSl bl A

(e) On D~day, and subsequent thereto, to control and direct
the cperations of UDT Unit North as required.

W

(f) To control such support aircraft as had been
specifically assigned by CTF 77.

. v

(g) To provide antisubmarine, antimotor torpedo hoat, and
antiaircraft protection in own area of responsibility (Plate VIII).

N

In furtherance of the above assigned tasks he had organised
s his force into three principal groups for the main assault, vix., the Palo
: Attack Group (TG 78.1), the San Ricardo Attack Group (TG 78.2) and the

e Panaon Attack Group (TG 78.3). In addition he had formed three reinforce- t
ment groups {TG's 78.6, 78.7 and 78.8) to land service troops, supplies and

squipment at the objective area on D+2, D+L and [+9 days. He himself

commanded both the Falo Attack Group and the Northerm Attack Force, He had

assigned command of the Panaon Attack Group, effective on its arrival at the

objective area, to Comsander Dinagat Attack Group (CTG 78.4), who had

#  CAN® SOWESPAC Operations Plan No. 13-44, Serial O00Z2A, Ssptember 26th,

1944.
a% Volums II, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPerz 92194), Naval War Ccllege,

. 1955.
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COMRLOGNDRAL ™ October 20th

conducted (under CTG 77.2) the pre-D-day landing.®

IT IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR #HY CTF 78 ASGAMKD COMNAXY OF BOTH
THE NORTHERM ATTAK FORCE (TP 76) AND THE PALO ATTACX GROUP (TG 78.1) FOR,
BY THUS WEARING *TWO HATS® IT WAS POSSIHELE FOR HIM TO BECOME SO ENGROSSED
IN THik TACTICAL OPERATIONS OF THE PALO ATTACK GROUP AS POSSIELY TO OVERLOGK
HIS BASIC RESPONSIBILITIES AS COMMANDER NORTHERN ATTACK FORCE.

At the beginning of the day CTF 78, in ELUE RIDGE, was in
the outer swept chunnel ten miles from the emtrance to Lsyte Gull. PFive
minesweepers from Sweep Unit ONE were conducting a tactical sweep ahead and
on the right flank of the force.

At 00LO he entered Area SWEEP, When he had completed safe
! transit through this area at 0153, he released CTG 78.3 to proceed to GHEEN
) : Beach while he proceeded with TG's 78.1 and 78,2 up the Tacloban - Dulag

) f Approach Channel toward RED and WHITE Beaches (Plate IV).,#* He released
the minesweepers at 0200,%H¢

At 0230 he received a request from CTG 78.3 for permission
to advance the time of landing, He relayed this request to CTF 77 and
obtained approval .t

At 0645, upon arriving off the mouth of Sar Pedro Bay, he

‘ gave the signal for the various elements of the Northern Attack Force to

| deploy to their designated arsas, while he stationed his flagship astern

: of the transports Lo observe the operation. His cruisers and fire support
destroyers proceeded ahead to their assigned fire suppert areas and hir
remaining destroyers formed & screen around the starboard quarter of the
formation; his trensports proceeded to their assigned anchorsges in the
Northern Transport Ares, followed by the LST's.

At 0700 he noted that CTU 77.2.1 (Commswder Fire Support
Unit North), who had just reported to him for duty, had commenced his
bombardunent of the designated aresas along the northern beaches.

At 0750 he received word that the {ast carriers would
strike the besaches from 0830 to 0845, He therefors directed that Plan

* CTF 78 Operatlon Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, Novembsr 3rd, 194i4;
also Action Report CTF 78, Leyte (Operation, Serial 00911, November
10th, 1944.
e Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial (0911, November 10th,
1944,
###  War Diaries LONG and SOUTHARD, October 20th, 1944.
##  jction Report CTG 78.3, Report of Panson Group, Serial 0019, undated
; (probably early November 1944); also CTF 78 Dispatcn 19l846 October
i 1944 to CTF 77,
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VICTOR be put in effect during this time,* Plan VICTOR &s employed by
CTF 78 restricted all naval guns to a maximum ordinate of 1,000 feet for
ships guniire during air strikes,

At 0828, having arrived in the Northern Trensport Ares,; he
learned through the CSACP in the WASATCH that the scheduled air strike was
now going in and that CSACP would advise him when the area was clear.¥

" At 0830 he received a query {rom CTU 77.2.1 as to whether
or not the air strikes scheduled for that tine had beon completed, To this
he replied in the nsgative,#*

Also at about 0330 he received a disappointing TBS voice
radio measage from CTG 78.2 wherein that commander expressed a doubt as to
his ability to meet the landing-hour and recomsended that the landing-hour
be delayed until 1030 (ome-half hour),s#

At 0900 he observed that CTU 77.2.1 had completed his
scheduled bombardment of the beachas and commenced retiremesnt to the
southern part of PS Area DOG to stand by for call fires, As the battleships
of TU 77.2,1 completed their operations, he likely observed the cruisers of
TG 77.3 (Close Covering Group) commence their scheduled bombardment which
continued until 0945. There was no hiatus in the bombardment, & situation
which would have been unacceptable in a heavily opposed landing.

AT THE TIME CTU 77.2,1 RETIRED HE HAD NOT AS YET SEEN ANY
PLANES FROM THE AIR STRIKE REPORTED GOING IN AT 0828 AND, THUS, BECAUSE
PLAN VICTOR REMAINED IN EFFECT, HAD DOKE NO FIRING AFTER 0830 ON THOSE
TARGETS REQUIRING A MAXIMUM ORDINATE GREATER THAN 1,000 FEET.%% THE
UNFORTUNATE RESULT OF THIS WAS THAT CERTAIN TARGETS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN
FIRED ON DURING THIS PERIOD HAD TO HE USED AS "CALL FIRE" TARGETS LATER,

FROM THIS IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT (A) SINCE A RESTRICTION
ON THE MAXIMUM GUNFIRE ORDINATE FOR EXTENDED PERICDS OF TIME BEFORE THE
ACTUAL ASSAULT CAN PROVE TO BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE BOMBARUMENT, THE EMPLOY-
MENT OF SUCH RESTRICTIONS SHOULD BE WEIGHED CAREFULLY WITH RELATION TO THE
DEVELOPING SITUATION AND (B) ANY GUNFIRE PLAN LIMITING THE MAXIMUM ORDINATE
DURING AN AIR STRIXE SHOULD NOT BE QORDERED UNTIL THE STRIKE IS READY TO GO
IN AND SHCULD BE CANCELLED AS SOON AS IT HAS DEPARTED.

The above confusion was caused by improper coordination
between (a) CTF 77 and the fast carriers (CTG's 38,1 (UTC) and 38.4)

#* Second Endorsement by CTF 78 (Serial 01889, December 27th, 1944) to
Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment and Fire Support Missions on
Leyte Island, F.I., Serial 0166, October 29th, 194i4.

#%  Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bombardment and Fire Support Missions on
Leyte Island, P.I1., Serial 0166, Cctover 29th, 1944.

®#%  Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0085, November 29th,
1944

9o 39 31 Coviiy our™ .

[
i
3
3
K



R TR M . .

CTF T8
October 20th

regarding the pre~landing-hour sirike, and (b) Commander Support Aircraft
Central Philippines (CSACP) and the Comanders Support Alrcraft of the
Northern and Southern Attack Forces, For example, CSACP had (a) not beem
advised previocusly ac to the mumbers, composition and armament of the
various pre-landing-hour strike groupe from the fast carriers and (b)
ordered these planes on arrivel to attack only the southern bsaches but. did
not make this peint clear to CTF 78 who in turn thought the strike grovd
was to attack the northern beaches as well ani, therefore, had ordered
Plan VICTOR. The "all clear" signal was never received. . ®

THIS IS AN EXAMPLE (F THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH ARE OFTEN
EXPERIENCED IN NAVAL OPERATIONS WHEN PROPER COORDINATION HAS NOT BEEN
ACHIEVED BETWEEE THE VARIOUS UNITS CONCERMNED.

IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT HERE THAT DOCTRINE PROVIDED THAT
COORDIBATE COMMANDERS SHOULD, "AS FAR AS CONDITIONS PERMIT, KERP ONE AWCTHER
INFORMED OF THEIR POSITIONS, MOVEMENTS, INTENTIONS AND OF CONTACTS WITH THE
ENEMY. IT TS NOT MECESSARY TO BURDEN COMMUNICATIONS WITH FEEQUEXT REFORTS
WHEN OPERATIONS ARE PHROCEEDING AS PLANNED OR WITH REPORTS OF THE ENEMY THAT
CONTAIN NO NEW INFORMATION. IT IS ESSENTIAL TO REPCRT NEW INFORMATION OF
THE ENEMY AND DELAYS OR MODIFITATIONS IN THE EXECUTION GF PAKT OF A
DIRECTIVE, "s»

At 09Z0C CTF 78, replying by TBS voice radio to CTG 78.2's
request to delay the landing-hour, stated that it waus too late and divected
him to do the best possible, Thus, he confirmed to his attack group
comsanders the landing hour as 1LJ0, There is no available record or
indication of apy ifurther conf'rwation.

At 0925 he noted that the destroyers of TG 77.3 commenced
their schedulnad bombardment , ##*

At 0938 the first boat waves of assault troops departed
their line of departure for WHITE Beach* and at 0943 the first voat wares
of assault troops departed their line of departure for RED Besch
(Plate V) wwsax

* Report of Support Aircraft Operstions, KING 1I, Commander Support
Aircraft, TTHFLT 1tr daved November 2nd, 1944, No Seriil; also
Second Endorsement by CTF 78 to Action Report CTU 77.2.1, Bomwbardment
of and Fire Support Mission on Leyte lsland, P.l., Serial 0166,
October 29th, 1944.

War Instructions, U.S. Navy, 1944, FTP 147(A) U.S. Navy, U.S. Fleet,
Headquarters of the Comsander in Chief, Navy Department, 1946,
Paragraph 228,

Action Report KILLEN, Central Philippines Invasion, October 20th -
24th, 194k, Serial 0074, November lat, 1944.

Action Beport CTU 78.2.7 (Commander Control Unit), Operatious Againsi
the Island of Leyte, Rhilippine Isiands, Serial 07, October 2ith, 1944,
Action Report CTU 78.1.7 (Compander Control Unit, Leyts COperation,

No Serial, November lst, 1944.
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Both boat waves were on schedule. Since the WHITE Besch wave was clearly
visible, CTF 78 now kmew that,, despite CTG 78.2's concern about landing on
time, that commtnder's boat waves had left the line of departure on
schedule,*

‘ At 0947 he noted that the cruisers of TG 77.3 (excert
SHROPSHIRIE) hed ocomplsted their scheduled bombardment and iay to in 7S Area
DOG for “oall® or "eounterbattery® fire =%

At 0955 he noted those destroyers of TG 77.3, which had
besn firing at the landing beaches and which had no assigned targets after
this time, had ceased firing.

Between 0955 and 1000 the beaches were subjected to an
intense rocket barrege (approximately 1970 rockets),¥s#

At 1001 he observed that the first boat wave of TG 78.1 had
reached RED Beach. How closely he was able to follow the landing operations
of CTG 78.2 is not kniown but it seems likely that he observed TG 78.2's
first boat wave reaching WHITE Beach alsc on scheduls.

IT WILL BE KOTED THAT THE BOMBARDMENT, JUST PRIOR TO THE
LARDINGS, DID ROT INCLUDE BOMBING AND STRAFING OF THE BEACHES, THI3 WAS,
TO QUOTE CT¥ 78, BECAUSE HE CONSIDERED "THAT GUNFIRE AND ROCKETS COULD MORE
RFFECTIVELY KEEP TH: HEACHES UNDER CONTROL THAN TO STOP BOMBARDMENT FOR TEN
TO TWZ-TY MINUTES AT A CRITICAL TIME WHILE PLANES CAME IN FOR, AT MOST, A
FIVE-MINUTE BOMBING AND STRAFING RUN. PLANES ARE HIGHLY DESIRABLE ON REAR
TARGETS BT SHCULD NOT BE USED ON THE BEACHES JUST PRIOR TO THE ASSAULT AT
THE FIPRBSLE OF GUNPOWER, ™t

THE PORBGOING MAY HAVE MERIT WHEN ALL FACTORS ARE CONSIDERED,
TN PARTICULAR (A} THE REQUIREMENT TO TEMPORARILY LIFT NAVAL GUNFIRE (WHEN
PLAN VICTOR I3 IN EFFECT) FROM ENEMY GUN POSITIONS LOCATED ON HIGH GROUND
FROM WHICH THEY COULD CONCENTRATE FIRE ON THE BEACHES AND APPROACHES THERETO,
AND (B) THE BELIEF THAT CONTINUOUS BOMBARDMENT (BY NAVAL GUNFIRE), PLUS Tii8
SCHEDULED CONCENTRATED ROCKET BARRAGE (S0 CONSIDERED BY CTF 78), PROVIDED
MTLE FIREAOWER TO CAUSE THE EMEMY TO WITHDRAW FROM AlL BEACH DEFENSE
POSITIONS. HOWEVER, DOES IT NOT SEEM TO INDICATE AN EVIDENT RELUCTANCE ON
‘THE FART OF CTF 78 TO ATTEMPT CLOSE COORDINATION BETWEEN HIS AIR AND NAVIL
GUNFIRE SUPPORT? 1IN ADDITION TO PACTORS (A) AND {B) ABOVE, THIS RELUCTANCE
MIGHT BE ATTRIBUTED TO AN ADDITIOHAL FACTOR; [.E., A LACX OF CONFIDENCE IN
HIS ABILITY TO EFFECTIVELY COORDINATE THEGE TWO SUPPORTING ARMS,

* Action Report CTU 78.2.7 (Commander Control Unit), Operstionu Against
the Island of Leyte, Philippine Islands, Serial 07, October 2Uth, 1944,

bl Action Heport PHOENIX, Bombardment of Tacloban Area, lLeyte Island,
P.I., on October 20th, 1944, ard Subseguent Action in Leyte Gulf on
Octuber 21st - 24th, 1944, Serisl U090, October 25%th, 1944,

#*%  Action Heport Cl1U 78.1.8, 1.yte Operstionsa, CGctober 20th - November
20th, 1944, Serial 100, Kovember 22nd, 1944.

wraw Action Heport CTF 78, lLeyte Mperations, Serial (XX911, Novembar 1Uth,
104k,
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CTF 78

CORPTIENTEAS- October 20th

THE ABCVE DIFFERED FROM THE VIEWS OF CTF 79, WHO, RATHER
THAN DO WITHOUT THE PRE~-LANDING AIR BOMBING AND STRAFING OF THE BEACHES,
WNCRAVORED TC IMPROVE THE COORDINATION BETWEEN HIS AIR AND HIS SUPPORT
NAVAL GUNFIRE. TO ACCCMPLISH THIS HE EMPLOYED FLARE SIGNAL FROM THE LAST
AIRCRA®T COMPLETING ITS ATTACK, WHICH FLARE SIGNAL WAS 10 INDICATE TO THE
BOMBARDING 5:#:I°S THAT THEY COULD RESUME FIRE WITH NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE
MAXIMUM ORDINATE. THE rninCIPLES® NP THIS CLOSE COORDINATION ARE INCOHPORATED
IN CURRENT AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE DOCTRINE AS A msoulT OF EXPERIENCES GAINED
DURTNG WORXD WAR II.*

; At about 1100 he received word, and alsc observed, that hie
! LST!'s, on both and WHITE Beaches but notably those on RED Beach, were

| having difficulty in beaching and it seemed probabls that .ong delays in

? unloading them would ensue,

| These delays were due, in part, to the fact that, although

" LSM's, LCT's, LCM's and pontoon cauceways had been brought forward with the
D~day assault forces for the purpose of assisting in the wnloading of the
LSTts, no LCT's or pontoon causeways were carrisd by TF 7€8. All were
carried by TF 79.

Certainly CTF 78 had recognized that a need for then might
‘ arise for (a) his operation plan shows that all beazhes (RED and WHITE) had
‘. a very shallow gradient with reefs and shoals in the off shore approaches ¥
| and (b) his attack order (as CTG 78,1) stetss (1) that 3t .as possitle that
the RED Peach would not be suitable for w._oading LSTY without employing
pontoon causeways, (2) he oxpected to be able ic obtain a considerable
number of pontoon sections from C™F 79 if required, and (3) he believed
! that once the beach off the Tac) _an airstrip had been captured he would
[ be abl- to use it if necesaary, %

That s Lmmediate superior, < 'F 77, also knew that these
pontoon causeways weie in iF 79 .3 clear for in his opuration plan he
refers to the fact Liswi pontorm barges and pontoon causeways wars being
carried by CTF 7y and 1: not raguired in the Ssuthern Attack Forcs
boache s wore Lo be mrvad to the Taclc an area where thoy ware to be
anchored until required for constructjon of floatinx riers., CTF 78's

* mmhibious Operaticrs (NWP 22), Departmer: of the Navv, Office of the
Chief of Naval Mperations, December 1952, Jhapter 7.

- CTF 78 Operation Plan 100 4dy, Serial 0008, October Jrd, 194,

awn  OTC 78,7 Attack Crder 1-44, Serial FF-0001, Ociober 7th, 1944,

wnkd  CANF SOWSESPAC Oreration Plan 13-4k, Secizl (000224, Sepismber 26th,

] 1944, Annex I,
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CTF 78

eonr TN 2t October 20th :
operation plan makes a similar statement,®

Whather CIF 78 made any effort to obtain some of the
causeways for his own command prior to his depurturs from Hollandia im not
known, although he way have since C.G. SI¥TH Army in his action report
states that, due to the stepping up of ine operation, there was
insufficient time to equip SOWNESPAC LSTts with pontoon causeways.®*
However, it is lornown that CTU 78.2.2 endsavored to oblain some ashors &t
¥anus but wes unsuccessful, possibly because the L3T¢y of TF 79 which wore
also at danus had all available wek TIf this was so, does it not seem
strange that CIF 78 did not obtain some from CTF 79 either through agreement
or through intervention by CTF 77. The fact that he did not indicates that
it is likely he did nol make any direst effort but felf that if, upon
arrival in the objective area off the beaches, he required such pontoon
causeways, hs could obtain enough from CTF 79 in both time and number to

maintain his unicading schedule,

It should be pointed oui here that, while he knew that ten
LCT!'s were to be supplied to CTF 78 by CTF 79 once the assaull landings in
the Southern Attack Area had been effectad, ¥+t he also kuew that no

pontoon causeways *i.e Lo bes made available by CTF 79 except possibly on

requsst,

Based on this concept, he loaded #1) the heavy equipment,
including vehicles, bulldozers and especially shore artillery, in the LSi%s
with the hope that they woulid be able to unlcad across the beaches 36 scon
as the assault waves had sucursd & beachhead,

AS WILL BE SHOWN LATER, THE FAYLURE TC HAVE THESE PONTQON
CAUSEWAYS AND LCT'S 1¥ 7F 78 SUBJECTED THE D-DAY ASSAULT SHIPPING TO A
LONGER PERIOD IN THE OBJECTIVE ARBA THAN SHOULD HiVE BEEN NECESUAQY.

Tmmediately after the beaching of the LST!'s had proved
abortive, CTF 78 endeavored to obtain pontoon zauseways from CTF 79«
Numsrous messages resulted wherein aa affort was made %o ascortain the
number of pontson causewiys availabie within TF 79.

Meanwhile, by 1400 he knew that (a) the TWENTY-~FOURTL
Infantwy Division, what had landed on RED Beach, had advanced inland 1,300
yards apd was within 1,000 yards of Hiil 522, the primary D-day
objective,*m*(rhich hill wes & dominating terrain fsature just across tus

* CTF 18 Opersation Plan 10l-kk, Serinl 0003, October 3rd, 1944.

* 6TH U.S. Amy, Report of Leyte Operaticn, Octover 17h - December
25th, 1944, Report of G-3, page 209.

el Action Report CTU 7€.2.2 (aluo CTU 78.2.7) Qperations Against the
Tslond of Leyts, P.I., Serial O7, October 2hth, 1944.

wnnt  CTF 79 Attack Plan Ho., AJGI~Lh, No Serial, October 2nd, 194k;

Annex N, pege 1.
suswd  Retion Heport OTF 78, Leyte Operatior, Serial 0911, November 10Lh,

13k
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Palo River from Falo, and was the key to the snemy!s deferse of the
entire Polo beachhead),® and (b) the FIRST Gavalry Divieion, which bad
landed on WHITE Beach, had advanced through San Jose and hlf wey up the
Cataisan Poninsula, weeting only light enesy resistance and suffered no
casubltiss &%

! At 1430 he learned that C.G. PIRSY Cavalry .iviaion and
C.G. TWENTY-FOURTH Infantry Division ad sasumed commend of their divisions
ashore at WHITE Besch amd RED Beasch, respectively,#

Thies vas gretifying hecaunse it showed st (a) operations
#shore were proveeding adwirably and (b) Comuander TEN Corps, who was
with hin on the BLUE RIDGE, would presently move his hecdquarte. ashore
and sssume command thers. Thiz was the first ¥step® in the transfer of
comuand from the attmek group awd force commendsrs to ihe landing force
cosmin’ "3 and was in accordance with instructions from

? (a) CGMSOWESPAC, which providad, in pard, thet during th.

‘ smphibicus movament and landing the Commander Naval Attack Foreus is in
cormand of the amphibious operations; his commsad comcimues until the
laniing forces are esteblished ashere, Command of the foprces ashors is
Jher passed tc the Landing Forve Companders, The exact tire of iransfer .
commind from (sic) the Commeuders Landing Forces will be announced by radio.
The controlling considerations for fixing the time when the lund ing forces
ars ostaliisbed ashore will b as agresd by the Commasder Allied Naval
Forcss and C.G, SIXTH U.S. Ammy, and will be announced by them to {his
headquarters and appropriate subordinntss®,®ts and

{b) CIF 77, wbd.ch provides that:

“(1) At each bteach, when the isnding Force has been
aotablished ashore, the local Landing Force Commander will assume command ,
lrforming the ioecal Attack Group Cosmsnder and reporting to his Attack
Force Conmander for duty.

"(2) In esch Attack Force, when all Landing Yorces have
boen established ashere and command has boon shifted ashore, the Attack
Force Commander and the Corps Commander will so report to the Commander
Central Philippices Atiack Force, the Corps Commander reporting to him
fox duby.

"3 shan all Landing Forces havs been established
arhorw ad ths Camwinding Gen~vel SIXTH Ammy sdvises ths Cirmmander Centiil
Prllippines Attack Forve that he ia ready to assume ~ommand, the cogmand of
ihe forces ashore is transferred to ths Comsanding General SIXTH Army.

W TR UL S, Army, Beport of Leyie Operstion, Ociober 17th - December
25k, 1044, page 32,
#%  Action Report CTF 72, lLeyte Uperation, Serial 0911, November oth, 1944,
*E - GHQ SWPA Gperations Liwtructions No. 70, dated September Zlat, 1944,
) annexed Lo OTH U.9., Amay, Heport of Leyte Opsratious, October 17th -
’ Deverher 25th, 1944, page 92,
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RESIMBLES

*COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS WHEN ATTACK AND LANDING FORCES ARE PORMED AND
COMMAND IS JOINED AT THAT LEVEL.,®%#

Tacioban airfield, was in Allied hands , e

W_ Cctober 20th = -~

and £l11 commarders concerned, "

CIF 78

time of ‘ransfer of camand will be annouriced by redio to GHG

1

IT IS OF INTEREST THAT THE AROVE COMMAKD NELATIONSHIP
FAIRLY CLOSELY A CURRENTLY (1957) ACCEPTED DCCTRINE TERMED

i
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§
w
)
o
b
R
3
3
3

By 1530 the entire Cataisan Peninsula, including the

By 1540, upon completion ¢ unloading the five LSD's

assigned to his force (EPPING FOREST, CAi..iR HALL, GUNSTON BAil,, OAK HILL,

WHITE MARSH), he formed G 78.9, consisting of these LSDs aucd the ARTADNE, :
STACK, LANG (which, at 1857, was replaced by the MoKEE), SCHLEY (actuslly B
CROSBY) ,#### and KILTY as escorts, and directed CTU 78.3.3, in ARIADNE, to 1
take charge and procsed to Hollandia,e# §

Having learned several hours earlier (at 1401) that tweniy

unused sections of pontoon causevays wore availahle within §G 79,2, st
he, at 1626, requested informaticn frem CTF 79 as Lo whether OTG 79.2

would deliver them and, if so, would he expedits their delivery,ssuws

At 1700 hs learned that at 1555 three LST's (745, 1013,

1024) which were carrying sections of pontoon thauseways had been ordered to
procned to RED Beach area and would report to him for duty,m &ttt This
was likely a considersble relief for the need for doth pontoon causoways

and LCTs

bad been urgent throughout the tdny,

At 1752 he ordered nis trangports to get undierway upen

completion of unloading ir time Lo rendezvous with CTG 78.3, the convoy
commard, at 2200 at Point EST for retirement to Palev and Hollaniia in

S

CANF SOWKSPAC Operation Plan No. 13-4k, Serisl (00228, Septembar
26th, 1944, Paragraph 5{c)(3).

Amphibious Operations (NWP 22), Department of tie Navy, Office of
the Chief of Neval Opereticns, December 1452, Paragraph 297 and
Figure 2-4,

Action Report CIF 78, Layte Opsration, Seriml 00911, Nevember 10vh,
1944; also 6TH U.S5. Army, Heport of the Leyla Operation, October
17th - December 25th, 1944, undated,

SCHLEY wae designatsd in error, having been replaced by CROSBY an
a hospital evacustion ship the previous day.

CTF 78 Dispatch 200640 October 19id Lc CTU 78.3.3, infc CIG'y
78.2, 78.3, CTFts 77, 79, sic.

CTG 79.2 Visual Dispatch 200452 October 1%k to CTW 78, info CTF
79.

CTF 78 TBS Voiee Radio Memsage 200726 Octobws 1944 to CTF 9. info
ch .’9' 2.

CTU 79.6.1 TBS Voica Radio Messags XIBOQ Oantober 1944 to CIG
79.2, CTG 79.4, info CIF 78, CTF 74,
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CTF 78 ' ;
COVEIQENL LM Ortobar 20th

accerdsnce with his basic povsmant oche-dule.¥

At 1815 he way relieved to laarm thet the three LSTs with
poatoon cavstays hed finally anchored off RED Bsach,tHé

It secus likely tha® the ten LCT's from TF 79 alsc arvived
about this time for CIF 78 iu his action report atetad that it was pot umtil
irte nn D~day that any of the pontoon venssways and LCT's arrived inm The
northern arsa. ¢ He does not sppoar to have used either the LCTis or the
puntoon caussways until ths following morning.

At 2045 LANG reported for duty from TG 72.3 and asaumed
patrol duties near Capines Point, Samar.

By 2112 ali of bis trancpnrts then departing-—-twelve APA's
(FATETTSS, OBMSEY, LEEDSTOWN, DuPAGE, FULLER, ELMOBE, WAINE, LECNARD WOOD,
PIERCE, JAMES O'HARA, HARRIS, BARNSTABLE) and three AP's (JOHN LAND,
LA SALLE, HERALD OF THE MURMING)-—were standing out of San Pedro Bay toward
the rendezvous position,##t# but, nwing to delay in departure of several
traneports, did not effect final rundeszvous until abew’ 0415 the following

worning , HHE

By the end of the day CTF 78 had met his {»day commitments
with the exception of the complete unloading ¢f his 1.ST's., This was
because (s} some of the twalve LSTts assigued to CI'G 78.1 (LST 466 had

o cerge for both beaches and therefors at this point is included vith TG

| 78.1) did not cowmence unloading their troops or their cargoes this day
and (b) salthough all of the thirteen LST's assigned to CTG 78.2 were
beached and had continnsd unloading throughout the aight, they likewise
did not succeed in completely discharging their bulk cargo until the
follewing .orning. A beachhsad had been secured and the transports and
LSD's had been uinlosded on schedule, Based on the expscted loading

(about 1300 troops in each APA or AF and 500 in each LST——no sxact flgures
are availchle) a total of approximately 32,050 troops and about 20,350 tons
of the acheduled 26,400 tons of suppiies and equipment. had been landed

* CIF 78 Dispatch 200852 October 1944 to CIG's 78.2 & 73,3, C™' 78.1,3
info CTF T7, CTG 78.5; also CTF 78 Operation Plan No. 10i-44, Annex
B, Serial 0008, October 3rd, i94h4; also Actliorn Repert CTG 78.3,
Report of Panaon Group, Serial 0019, wundated {prohably early
November 1944).

e Action Report CTG 79.6.11, Period Octousr 2th - 24th, 1944, Serial
038-idy, Ocrober 313t, 1944

e Action Heport CTF 78, Ley.e Cperatior, Serisl CO311, Noveaber 1Oih,
1944, page 22,

##r%  Action Report FAYETTE, Leyte, Philippine Islands Operation, Serisl
(155, October 23rd, 1944.

R gction Report SCHROEDER, Overations against Lsyte, October 13th -
231d, 19u4, Serial Q47, October 25th, 19:4; also Action Bepost
CTU 78.1.3 {CMTRAN3SDIV 2.), Leyte Assault, Serial 0200, Qetoher
Ath, 1944,
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CTG 78,1
R s October 20th

across tho northern beaches, (6,050 torns of supplies and approximately
5,500 troops in elevem L3T's of TG 78,1 ha’ ~ot as yet been unioaded).®
Enwy revistarce on the ground bad been comparatively light and was confined
principally to the RED Beach area, There had been no damage te the forces
by enemy aircraft,

It ia to be motad that, although he had prepared a very
elaborate and cowprchensive smoks plan, he did aot, on this day, use smoke.
He felt, possikly because his AP/APA's and LSU's were unloaded and making
proparations to depart prior to th~ cvit’ - .. dusk period when air attacks
were likely and smoke vould provide the best protection to his forces, that
there was v ccecasion to execute the smoke plan,

THIS DRCISION (NCT TO AUTCMATiCALLY EMPLOY THIS SMOKE PRO-
TECTION AT THIS TIME, 4S5 DID CTF 79 FOR THE SOUTHERN ATTACK FORCE) IS
CONSIDERED UNWISE, FOR EVEN THOUGH ENEMY ALR ATTACKS WERE OF A MINOR NATURE
AND HAD CAUSED NO DAMAGE TO HIS FURCES OR T.IS DAY, WAS IT NUT APPARENT THAT
{A) RADAR COVERAGE, FIGHTER PROTECTION AND ANTIAIRCRAFT DLFENSES WERE NOT
ADBEQUATE COMPLETELY TO INSURE HIS FORCES AGAINST THE EFFECTS OF ENEWY AIR-
CRAFT TORPEDO i¥i BL..LING AL_ACKS WD (B) THESE AIR ATTACKS MIGHT MATERIALIZE
WITHOUT SUFFICIENT WARNIXG TO EXECUTE EFFECTIVELY THE SMOKE PLAN? FURTHER
DISCUSSION OF THE REBQUIRBMENT FOR AND USE OF SMOKE APPEARS UNDER "OPERATIONS
OF CTF 79 (COMMANDER SOUTHIRM ATTACK FORCE), OGTOBER 20TH",

(a) Operations of CTG 78.1 (Palo Attack Group), Octcber
2K0th, %

3 The task of landing on RED Beach the TWENTY~-PUURYH

: Jafantry Division, less the TWENTY-FIRST Infartiy Regiment., which wua to be

e landed at. Po-acn, had been assigned to CTG 78,1, in BLUE RIDGE, who, as has
g been menticned previously, waa also CTF 78, For this purpose, he had been

! sliotted eight transports, three cargo ships, twelve LSI's, three L3D's,

8 three L™ie, fiwe screening destroyers, and & mmmber of control and support

o oraft (PC's and LCI's). The unlcading plan envisaged the complete debarkation
of the initial assault troops and the unloading of their asscciated stores,

S supplies, and equipment from the tranaports, L9T's and LSD's in time for

“ thsse siips to depart from the objective ares prior tc the end of D-day.

1 At VAL0 the JOHE RODGIRS deperted formation and headed

2

¥ Rusearch haw failed to disclose whether o. nhot any of the troops
car:isd on the L3T's of TG 78,2 weare unlcaded on this day. The bast
evidente indicates that only LST 452 wao unloadad,

: ## Ail information here, except as otherwise indicated, ubtained from

Action Report CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November 10th,

: 1 1944 alsov CTF 78 Operation Plan No. 101-44, Serial 0008, October 3rd,

4 1944; CTG 78,1 Attack Order Ro. 1-44, Serial OCOL, October Tth, 1944;

; ] Action Report CTU 78,1.3, Lejte Assauvlt, Serial 0200, October 2th,

19dk.
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for her petrol station in cater acreer (Plate VIYI) whers sho wms o patrol
the sorthern ead of the patiol line, She wes deispyed in her errival by a

subzarine contact mads by the ANDERSON frow 1G 768.2. {(In occapany with the
ANDERSON, she finally arrived on station at 1240, j®

At 0645, upon execution of the signal “deploy® by CT¥
78, his forces proceeded as directed in ths deployment plan &nd his sttack
order. This sttack order, smong cther things, directed CTU 78.1.3
(Commander Trageport lhit.s to (a) assums operatiomal control of ths contral
wit (TU 78.1.7), the LST Unit (TU 78.1.4) and the LS Unit (TU 78.1.5),
ad (b) direet the ship-to-shore movement and beaching of landing craft.

Thus, the details of immediate supervision of the
operation at RED Becoh were delegated to Commander Trensport Unit
(TU 78.1.3). CIG 78.1 thereby though not relieved of this responsibility,
sculd nome the less act in his capacity as CTF 78 in order to view and
coovdinate as necessary the operstions at both EED and WHITE Beaches.

By 0810 ho observed that all ships were in their
sssigned anchoreges and that ths trensports had commenced lowering btoats to
diswaberk psrsommel of the TWENTY-FOURTH Infantry Division.

At 0920 (a3 CIF 78) hw confirmed the landing hour. At
this timse Commander Control Unit for RED Beach reported on station.

At 0943 the first boat wave of asssult troops left ihe ,
line of departure.

Just prior to 1000 he learned from Comeanuer Control
Unit that enemy fire was landing as far out xe /000 yards from the boach.
Despite this, the first wavse landed on RED Beach on scheduls.

At 1007, after the second wave had lauded, troops on
RED Beach were reported 300 yurds inland with no return fire, Shortly
thereafter, Comsmnder Tvntrol Unit reported conditions on thr heaches “very
gooC with trooss having gone sshore in only two feet of water,”

At 1055, with the beachhead reported secured, his
Cosmender Trensport Unit {CTU 78.1.3) ordered TRANSDIV's SIX and TWENTY-FOUR
to got underway Lo new positions closer to the beach, as planned to
facilitate unloading.

Also at 1055 the LST Unit (wave number twelve), con-
sisting of all twelve LST's (ceiy #ix L3T's were originally scheduled for
this wave), procecdsd frum the line of departwre toward the beach at two-
thirds speed (sbout seren knots).%*

%  Action Report JOHN RUDGERS, Leyte Oporation, Serial 092, Novewber 5th,

1944,

#% Action Report CTU 78.1.4 (CQMLSIGRP ), Leyte Operation, No Serial,
November let, 1944; also Action Raport CfU 73.1.7 (Commandsr Control
Unit), Leyte Operation, No Serial, Movember lst, 194kL.
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As the LST's approsched the beach they observed what
appsared to bs a limited area just off the boach on their left flank
covered by enemy artillery and mortar fire, Upon entering this field of
fire LST's 171, 181, 452 and 456 were hit. About a quarter of a mile from
the besach all L9T¢s, excepting LST 452, grounded on & sandbar which had
not been detected by earlier recomnaissance {notably by the UDT's) the
previous day. LST 452, which had incressod spesed to flank upon being hit,
managed, because of this increase of speed, to coumpletely pass over this
sandbar, subsequently beached successfully and commenced unloading.®

All of the other LST's had eight - ten feet of water at ;
the remp. This waez not acceptable for unloading without LCT!'s and pontoon
causeways, which were not available within TF 78 at this time.

At 1125 CTG 78.1, obseiving the sbove situation and
realising that the LST's wers in an exposed position, advised that they be
retrected.

B s i L SRR S

IN THIS CASE, AS CTF 78, HE LATER POIMTED OUT "INFOR-
MATION OBTAIMED BY HEACH RECONNAISSANCE PARTIES ON D-1 DAY WAS ACCURATE AT
THS POINTS OF DETERMINATION BUT THE CONCLUSIONS DRAWN THEREFROM WERE
ERROMBOUS IN THAT THE DEPTHS REPORTED WERE THE BOTTCMS OF UNDULATIONS AND
THERE WAS INSUFFICIENT DEPTH AT THE CREST TO PERMIT BEACHING OF LST'S".

WHILE HE DOES NOT GIVE HIS REASONS MOR BEING SO CRITICAL

! OF THE REPORTS OF THE UDT'S SINCE, AS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY STATED, HE
EXPECTED SHALLOW GRADIENTS, REEFS AND SHOALS, IT IS PRESUMED THAT HIS

CRITICISMS WERE BASED ON THE PACT THAT, DESPITE THIS, (A) HE HAD NOT

EXPECTED HIS LST'S TO HE GROUNDED AT SUCH A DISTANCE FROM THE BEACH AND

(B) KAD H¥ HAD CORBECT REPORTS FROM THE UDT'S, HE MIGHT HAVE MADE CHANGES

TN THE (1) BALLASTING OF HIS LST'S AND (2) SPERD OF APPROACH.

UDT DOCTRINE AT THIS TIME, AND CURRENTLY (1957), PRO-
VIDES THAT SUCH RECONNAISSANCE INCLUDE THE APPROACHES FROM THE THREE-FATHCM
LINE INSHORE TG THE HIGH-WATER MARK.** IN THIS CASE THE PCSITTION OF THE
THREE-FATHOK LINE WAS NOT ACCURATELY DETERMINED. INSTEAD, THE UDT'S
COMMENCED THEIR SOUNDINGS FROM 250 - 200 YARDS FR(M THE BEACH AND REPORTED
(A) "OVER FIFTEEN FEET OF WATER AT THIS POINT® AND (B) "WATER VERY DIRTY
WITH UNDERWATER VISIBILITY NEAR ZERO",### THEREFORE, WITH NO PREVIOUS
INDICATION OF THE AFPOREMENTIONED SANDBAR (ABOUT ONE QUARTER OF A MILE OFF
SHORE) THE TEAMS INCORRECTLY ASSUMED THAT THE GRADIENT FROM THEIR POINT OF
DEPARTURE TO SEAWARD WAS SIMILAR TO THAT DETERMINED BY THEIR SOUNDINGS
TAXEN AS THEY APPROACHED THE BEACH. THIS INCORRECT ASSUMPTION RESULTED IM

P THCORRECT INFORMATION BEING PROVIDED CTF 78 SO THAT HE WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE
THOSE CHANGES IN HIS PLANS REQUIRED BY THIS KEW SITUATION.

# Action Report LST 452, Leyte Operation, No Serial, October 27th, 1944.

%  Underwater Demolition Teams in Amphibious Operations {WWIP 22—1.5,
Departmernt of the Navy, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Fabruary 1953, paragraph 111.

#x#* Aclion Repx rt UDT 9, Leyte Cperation, No Serisl, November 3rd, 1944.
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THIS BMPHASIZES THE MECESSITY POR THOROUGH AND ACCURATE
EECOSHAISSANCE OF THE SEAWARD APPROACHES TO THE LANDING BEACHRS.

During the afternoon he noted the following items of
interest in sonnection with the progress of the landing opersticas: (2)
1215, the trensports snchored in their new positions (closer to the beach),
(b) 1220, conditions were favorable for unloading of generel cargo and
1SM's reported to the trensports to take vehicles, (c¢) 1330, 1SD's had
discharged LOM's and equipment, (&) 1430, C.G. TWENTI-FOURTH Infantry
Division assumed command sshore, (e) 1lik5, Commender Control Unit reported
unloading at the beaches was progres=z satisfactorily (this did mot
include the unloading of the LST!'s), (f) 1700, the omoie boats, which had
been stationed 400 yards to the windward of their own ships, wers recalled
baving had no occasion to cover the ships (see discussion of the use of
' smoke this day undor CTF 78 and CTF 79) and (g) 1725, DuPAGE finished
discharging cargo thus cempleting the assignment for all shipe, (except the
LST's) scheduled to depart this day. The following ships had now completed
discharging cargo (a) eight transports (FAYETTE, ORMSBY, LKEDSTOWN, DuPAGE,
FULLER, ELMORE, WAYNME, JOHN LAND), and (b) three LSD's (XPPING FOREST,
CARTEE HALL and GUMSTON HALL).

By the end of the day CTG 78.1 had completsd unloading
| about 12,650 troops but only about half of the 13,500 tons of cargo
| scheduled to be unloaded that day (the LST's carried 5,500 troops and 6,050
tons of cargo) a&nd, with the excepticn of ths troops and the cargo
discharged by the LST 452, none of the troops and cargo in the L3T's appear
to have been discharged until the following day.*

Fersonnel casualties and damage to landing craft incidemt
to tho ship-to-shore movement were confined primarily in the area on the
left flank of the beach and the approaches theretc. Here the ensmy kept
. ( up a light but contimuous mortar, artiliery auxd sniper fire throughout the
i day. It is estimated that the above caswaltiies mmisred nineteen killed
' and 115 wovnded , &%

(b) Opsretions of CIG 78.2 (Sen Ricardo Attack Group),
October 2Ath, wew

» Action Report CTU 78.1.4 (COMSIGRP 20), Leyte Operstion, No Serial,
Wovember 1st, 19443 also Action Beport CTU 78.1.7 (Comsander Control
Unit), Leyte Operation, Mo Serial, Wovember lst, 194k.

#%  Action Report CTU 78.1.3 (COMTRANSDIV 24), Leyte Assault, Serial 0200,
October 2kth, 1944; alsc Action Report LST 151, Palo, Laoyte Island,
P.1., Ho Serial, October 28th, 1944; Action Report L3T A52, Leyte
Operation, No Serial, October 27th, 19%..

##% All Information here, except as otherwise indicated, obtained frva
Action Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Opsration, Serial 0085, November 29th,
19kk; also CTG 78.2 Attack Order Ho. l-k4, Serial 00045, October 10th,

194k,
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he had been allotted eight AP/APA's, two AKA's, two LSD's, fourteen LST's,
nine L3's, four screening destroyers, and a mmber of control and support ]
craft, ]

His unloading plan, similar to that of CTG 78,1,
snvisaged the complete debarkation of the initial assault troops and the
unloading of their associated stores, supplies and equipment from the
transports, LST's and LSD's in time for thess ships to depart from the
objective area prior to the end of D-day.

At 0552 he learned that the HARRIS had fouled a mine
in her port pareavans as a result of which she had hauled clear of the
transport formation, (At this time the HARRIS was in the viciaity of
Point "C*" in the Tacloban - Dulag Approach Channel (Plate IV))., At 0640
he lsarned that she had cleared the mine and had commenced returning to
station (about four miles ahead) at fifteen knots.

At 0645, upon exscution of the signal deploy by CTF
78, he watched his forces proceed in tne channel east of Mariquitdaquit
Island to their assigned areas in accordapce with his Attack Order No. l-4k.
THIS ATTACK ORDER DID NOT, AS DID THAT OF CTG 78.1, DELEGATE OPERATIONAL
CONTROL OFf CERTAIN UNITS TO A SUBORDINATE COMMAND; ACCORDINGLY, CTG 78.2,
WHO HAD RETAINED CONTROL, COULD DEVOTE HIS ATTENTION EXCLUSIVELY TO THE
DETAILS QP THE SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEMENT AT WHITE BEACH, IT WILlL HE NOTED
THAT THIS PRACTICE VARIED WITHIN AND BETWEEN TASK FORCES AND WAS LEPT TO
THE DISCRETION OF THE GROUP COMMANDER CONCERNED. CURRENTLY, THE RECCMMEMDED
METHOD IS, IN GENFRAL, THAT WHICH WAS EMPLOYED HERE BY CIG 78.2. HOWEVER,
THIS (1957) METHOD PROVIDES THAT, UPON COMPLETION OF THE LANDING OF THE
SCHEDULED ASSAULT WAVES AND WHEN THE SITUATION ON THE BREACH PERMITS AND AT
SUCH TIME AS THE ATTACK GROUP COMMANDER DIRECTS, THE CONTROL OF THE
RENAINDER OF THE SHIP-TO-SHORE MOVEMENT AND THE UNLOADING IS TPANSFERRED TO
THE TRANSPORT GROUP (OR UNIT) COMMANDER,*

CTG 78.2
: CTC 78.2, in the FREMONT, had been assigned the task 3
4 of landing the FIRST Cavalry Division on WHITE Besach. Por this purpose c
5
§

At 0715 he observed that the approach channel to WHITE
Beach had been blocked by a group of YMS's sweeping across channel and by
cruisers of the fire support group that had stopped behind them, as a
result of which the transports were forced to slow and atop until 0731 when
the channcl was cleared.

As a result of the alwve delay, he advised CTF 78, by
voice redio at 0830, that he doubted his ability to meet the scheduled
landing hour and recommended changing the time of landing to 1030, At

#  Ship-to-Shore Movement (NWIP 22-6), Department of the Navy, Office of the
. Chisf of Naval Operations, August 1953, Paragraph 203, Pages 2-3,4,

: Paragraph 570, Page 5-46, and Paragraph 572, Page 5-L8; alsc the
Amphibjous Task Porce Plan (RWIF 22-1), Department of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations, February 1953, Paragraph 3.b.(6), Page

9"50-
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0920 he received a voice radic reply to this recommsndation stating that
"it was too lates to change the landing hour, do the best you can.®

With dispatch and efficiency in hoisting out his bosts,
deberking his troops, and forming his assault waves in the boat assembly
aress, he was able not only tc make ap for the time loat but also to land
on schedule at 1000,

Sometime after 0900 the JENKINS assumed Radar Picket
Station No. One, s&s Radar Picket and standby Fighter Director Ship for
TF 78.

Contrary to reports from the underwater demolition
teams, he discovered that WHITE Beach was generslly unfavorable (though not
as completely unapproachable as was RED Beach with the intervening sandbar)
for besaching L3T's and he found it necsssary to beach those ships on the
northern end and to the northward of this area. This had the unhapoy
result that he (a) was unable to besach all of his thirteen LST's until 1511,
instead of at 1100 as planned, and (b) therefore could not entirely complete
unloading &3 scheduled nn D-day,

At 1240 he knew that C. G, FIRST Cavalry Division had
left the FAEMONT and &t 1430 he knew that that comsander had taken command
Mhoﬁ.*

During the afternocon he was pleased to learn that his
two LSD's (OAXK HILL, WHITE MARSH) and the seven transports (LEONARD WOOD,
PIERCK, JAMES O'HARA, LA SALLE, HARRIS, BARNSTABLE, HERALD OF THE MORNING)
had experisnced no difficulty in unloading and were prepared to leave the
area at 1400 and 1830, respectively. His flagship the FREMONT, which did
not unload completely, remained in the area.

He knew by dark thai his support and control units had
withdrawn to anchor in the eastern part of 3an Pedro Bay; that his Fire
Support Units remained in their assigned areas for call rire and night
harassing fire, and that his LST's remsined at the beaches to continue
their unloading.

Eneay air opposition to the landings was limited to cne
desultory attrck by an enemy twin-engine plane that drepped a bamb on the
LST formation at 0620 without inflicting any damage.

By tho end of the day CTG 78.2 had unloaded a total of
18,900 troops and a large portion of the scheduled 12,900 tons of supplies
ardd equipment across WHITE Beach,i#

*  Action Report FREMONI, Leyte Operation, Serial 00555, November 20th,
1944,

4  Action Heport CTF 78, Leyte Operation, Serial 00911, November 1Oth,

1944, Paregraph 46 (Unloading).
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CTU 77.2.1 and
NW oTG 77.3 -
October 20th

(¢) Opsrations of CTU 77.2.1, CTG 77,3 and Certain
Other Destroyers, Oclober 20th.

(1) Operations of CTU 77.2.1 (rire Support Unit
North).

At 0415 CTU 77.2,1 (COMBATDIV THREE), with TU
77.2.1 consisting of MISSISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND and AULICK--which
had retived during the night with CTG 77.2-~departed CTG 77.2 for his fire
support areas off the northern beaches.¥

At 0630 he was rejoined by the CONY and, at
0650 by the SIGOURNEY, which hed been conducting night harassing fire off
the northern beachsa *¥

At 0700 he reported to CTF 78 for duty and
immediately thereafter comaenced scheduled bosbardment wherein his
destroyers generally fired countex battery.®*

At 0750 he was adviaed oy CYF 78 that the fast
carriers would strike the beaches from 0830 to 0845 and was directad to
place Plan VICTCR in effect during that time ¥

At 0830 he queried CTF 78 as to whether or not
the air strikes scheduled for this time had been completed and recsived &
reply in the nsgative e Bscause of this bs did no firing on targeis re-
quiring a mexipum ordinate greater than 1,000 feet. This matter is discuss-
od more fully under nOpsrations of CIF 78, October 2Uth".

\. approximately 0900, his task unit having
comploted its scheduied bombardment of the beaches, he retired his ships to
the southern part of FS Area nOG and stood by for cell tires., He was
relieved by the units of ™G 7,.3.% Mesnwhile, his nheavy shipse reccversd
and reserviced aircraft. Only two of his ships—the CONY and SIGOURNEY—
fired call fires, and this was for phosphorous shells at 1253.%+¢

During the early evening he directed (&) his
battleships to anchor in lower San Padro Bay, and (b) his destroyers seither
to lis to or to screen the pattleships  &Etw

In accordance with these instructions (a)

* Action Report COMBATDLV 3 (CTU 77.2.1), Bombardment of and Fire
Support Missaion on Loyte 1sland, P.I., Serial 0166, October 294h, 1944,

K Deck Loge CONY and GIGOURNEY, Octobser 20th, 1944.

%% Second Endorsement DYy CTF 78 to Actlion Report CTU 77.2.), Bombardment
of and Fire Support Mission on Leyte Island, P.l., Serisl 0166,
Dctober 29th 1944,

ann#  War Diary CQRiATDLY 3, October 20th, 1944,
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all three battleships anchored prior to midnight,* (b) the AULICK and CONY
lay to in PS Area DOG in the vieinity of the battleships,¥* and (e¢) the
SIGOURNEY patrolled in ths ssme area,*#

} (2) Operaticns of CIG 77.3 (Close Covering Croup),
Ootober 20th.

CTG 77.3 with TG 77.3 consisting of the PHOENIX,
BOISE, AUSTRALIA, SHROPSHIRE, HUTCHINS, BEALE, BACHE, DALY, KILLEN, ATUNTA,
WARRAMUNGA, plus the NUKRAY, entered Leyte Gulf with TP 78 and, at 0645,
when in the vicinity of San Pedro Bay, was detached, At 0700 he directed
his units to proceed to assigned fire support areas and to carry out the
bombardment schedules. In accordance with these instructions, the crulsers
of TG 77.3 commenced their scheduled bombard=zsnt. In doing so, they
followod TU 77.2.1 which at 0900 had completed its bombardment and bad
commenced its scheduled retiremsnt., They contimied this bombardment until
0945 at which time the PHOKNIX, BOISE and AUSTRALIA, having completed their
acheduled bombsrdment, lay to in FS Area DOG for call or counterbattery fire.
The SHROPSHIRE also lay to in this ares, buf since she hai additional
schainled bombardments to fire she was not awaiting call fires at this time,

‘ At approximately 0925 the destroyers of TG 77.3,
plus the MURRAY, comsenced their scheduled bombardmsnts. At 0955 those
destroyers, which were riring at the landing beaches and had no assigned
targets at this time, cessnd firing. However, the ARUNYA, XKILLEN and
WARRAMUMGA, which hed targets in other than beach areas, shifted fires to
the new tergetzs. The ARUNTA cosmenced schaduled fires again at 0955 and
ceased firing at 1100, the KILLEN at 1005 and ceased firing at 1015, and
the WARRAMUNGA at 1010 and ceased firing at 1110.

After this firing the four destroyers—-HUTCHINS,
BACHE, DALY &nd XILLEN--operatsd in FS Area ABLE prepared to render fire
support to the ground troops on call. After dark the BACHE, and DALY
(assigned to night support work = snd the HUTCHINS anchored in FS Area
ABLE while the KILLEN at 2115 relisved the MURRAY in FS Ares DOG.

During the early afternoon the WARRAMUNGA and
ARUNTA, which remsined ir FS Area DOG, fired call fires generally toward
the town of Palo., At 1430, having been relieved by the HARRISON and McKEE
of TG 78.1, they sniftod station to F3 Area CHARLIE, where they stood by
for call fires throughout the night but none were required,iHt

The PHOENIX fired ssveral counterbattery missiomm

» Deck Loge MARYLAND, MISSISSIPPI, WEST VIRGINIA, October 20tn, 194k.

Wt Deck Logs CONY and GIGOURNEY, October 20th, 1944.

#x#  Aclion Report CTG 78.2, Leyte Operation, 3erial 085, November 29th,
1944.

#u4#x  Action Report ARUNTA, Battle for Leyts Gulf, October 17th - 24th,
19404,

e
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during the afterncon, then anchored at 1854 in FS Area DOG;#* the BOISE,
which had fired several call fire missions during the day, also anchored in
FS Area DOG at 1908;%* the AUSTRALIA continusd to lie to im Area DOG but had
no fire support missions; the SHROPSHIRE fired several scheduled missions
tnd vhen at 1158 ceased firing but remained in FS Area DGG for call fire,®w

(3) Certain Destroyers,

(a) The McKEE and HARRISON which ontered Leyte
Gulf with TF 78 arrived in FS Area CHARLIE at approxiastely 0710 and during
the forenoon fired at selected targsts in Lipata, Semar., At approximately
1258 the firings were completed. At 1348 the McKEE proceeded to F3 Area DOG
and relieved the ARUNTA thers while, at approximately 1430, the HARRISON
relieved the WARRAMUNGA. AL 1825 the McKEE having been ordsred to join the
ARIADNE from TG 78,3 for retirement from Leyte Gulf, rendesvoused with that

ship.

(b) The FLETCHER and LA VALLETTE which entered
Leyte Gulf with TG 78.2, arrived in FS Area BAKER at approximately 0800 and
remained there throughout the day. Neither of thess destroyers did any
firing against shore targsts,

(d) Operations of CTG 78.3 (Panson Attack Group),
Octobsr 20th, ®sHH

At the start of the day CTG 78.3, in the HUGHES with
the ARIADME in compeny, was patrolling in the viciuie.y of Point EST (Plate
IV) awaiting arrival of the Panacn Attack Group (TG 78.3), which be was to
commhnd., It will be recalled that his mission was to land the TWENTY-FIRST
Infantry Regiment Reinforced, together with its supplies and equipment, on
GREEX Beaches ONE and TWO and to provide air and gunfire support to the
landings in order to seise control of the Panzon Streit ares. The Commander
Support Aircraft was in the HUGHES.

AL 0200 he intercepted a voice redic message frum
CI? 78 directing the iransports, screen, LCI's and PC's of the Panaon Attack
Group to proceed as previously directed. At about the same time he observsd
thess units on his radar screen, bearing 080°(T), distant 10,500 yarde,
indicating that their entry into Leyte Gulf had been made ahead of schedule.

» Action Report PHOENIX, Bombardment of Tacloban Area, Leyte Island,
P.I., October 20th, and Subssquent Actions in Leyte Qulf, October
2lst, 22nd, 23rd and 24th, 1944, Serial 090, October 25th, 1944.

*e Deck Log BOISE, October 20th, 194k4.

###  Action Report SHROPSHIRE, Report of Bombardmeni of Leyte Island,
Philippines on Cctober 20th, 1944, Serial 3¢1251/194, Novewber 20th,
1944,

sua#  All information here sxcept as otlwrwise indicated obtained from
Action Report, CTG 78.3, Report of Panaon Group, Serisl 0019, undatad
{ probably carly November 1944).
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CQUBEINNTLAL, October 20th

At 0215 he was joined by the following units of the
Panaon Attack Group: ISI's (Austrailian) (MANOORA, KANIMBLA, WESTRALIA);
DD's (RINGGGLD (F), SIGSBEE, SCHROEDER (FD), DASHIELL) and PC's (1122,
1123), LCI(C)%s (68, 70 (F)S, LCI(R)'s (31 (F), 342), LCI(D) (29).

At 0230 he requested permission frem CTF 78 (CTF 78
at 0346 correctly forwarded the request to CTF 77 for decision)* to advance
the GREEN Beach landing-hour to 0930 {originally scheduled for 1000). This
request was granted.

At 0527 the LANG an STACK, escorting Sweep Unit SIX
(MMS'e 39, 49, 52, 3kO(F), 342), arrived ir ti iianeport area off GREEN
Beach* and at 0627 Sweep Unit SIX commenced  .eping the transport area.
At 0914 the minesweeping was completed, with gative resulis ¥

At 0700 he decided to cancel the scheduled pre-land-
ing bombardment for the following reascns: {a) intelligence information he
had received ’ram guerrilla sources while en route to the objective area
reporting nc Jepsnese on Panaon Island had besn confirmed during the nignt
by two Filipino patriots who had boarded his flagship the previous evening
end who "e had reason to believe were rsliable and (b) he had been directed
by CQIS/MESPAC that, where practicable, unless ‘essential %o insure military
sucress, to avoid naval gunfire on the native villages or in areas whers
the ratives might suffer unnecessarily.

He therefore directed hie firs support units vo take
their firing stutions but not to fire unless enemy counterbattery wao
encountered or call fire was requested by the shore fire control party.

THIS DECISION TC LAND HIS TROOPS WITHCUT CONDUCTING
THE SCHESDULED PRELIMIMARY BOMBARIMENTS WAS CORRECT AND WAS IN ACCORI:ANCE
WITH (A) THE SPIRIT OF COMSOWESPAC'S INSTRUCTIONS AND (B) HIS OWN INHERENT
AUTHORITY AS A TASK GROUP COMMANDER OF AN ASSAULT LANDING OPERATION WHICH
wAS (1) MUCH SMALLER IN SCOPE THAN THE LANDINGS OFF DULAG AND TACLOBAN AND
(2) SEPARATED BY SOME POLTY-PIVE MILES FR(M THE DULAGG LANDING,

HOWEVER IT WOULD BE INTERESTING TO KNOW WHY HE DID
NOT INFORM CTF 77 OR CTF 78 (HIS IMMEDIATE SUPERIOR) OF HIS CHANGE IN PLAN,

IT IS NOT INTENDED HERE 1C IMPLY ANY RESTRICTION ON
THE EXERCISE OF INITATIVL ON THE PART OF AN ATTACK GROUF COMMANDER SHOULDL A
FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY ARISE. HOWEVER, IT 1S INTENDED TO FGINT OUT CURRENT
DOCTRINE WHICH PROVIDES THAT "SUBORDINATES SHOULD ALWAYS KEEP THEIR

SUPERIORS INFORMED ., "#site

#* CTF 78 Dispatch 19.840 October 1944 to CTG 77.
- War Diary LANG, October 20th, 1944,

«x»  Dsck Log YMS 340, October 20th, 19Li. ]
sau% Naval Warrsre (NWP 10), Depsrtment of the Navy, Office of the Chiel

of Naval Operations, 1954, Chapter 6, Paragraph &1,
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At 0712 fighter direction outies were nszumed by
the SCHROEDER at Point OTT whors she took control of the CAP of twelve “F
assigned to the Panaou Attach Gruup,% During this tine the only onemy
activity in opposition to the landings cesurred al 13 when an army-type
fighter dropped a bomb uear the LCI(R} 31 withoul sausing sny darage.

At 0845 CTG 78.5 sxscuted tho signal to land the
landing forces at 0930, Thiz was done amd the landing forcces reached GBEEN
Beaches ONE and TWQ on schedule withovt cpposition, bsing met there by
npperous friendly natives who thronged tne “eacius.

A% 1100 the Regimental Cummander assumed command of
the ground forces ashore. % Alsc at 110 all tranaports wsre divected %o

unload bulk cargo.

At 1138, in accordance with the baslc movemsnt
achedule, the ARIADNE, which had coapleted dischargzing troops and cargo,
doparted the Panson area.

At 1200 a delay in unloading the hulk carge (gensral
unloadirg) occurred because the Army wilcading trcops stopped for lunch,
As a result, twenty~four LCVP's collected near the conbtrol vessels. This
was an uidesirable situation which was quickly rectified when the nature
of the delay became kaown,¥##

IT SHCULD BE POINTED OUT HERF Y¥aAT DELAYS OF THE
ABCVE NATURE SHCULD NOT BE PEFMITTED TC OCCUR IN ASSAULTL OPERATIONS.
PRESENT DAY DOCTRINE STATES THAT GENERAL UNLOADING, WHICH IS INITIATED BY
THE AMPHIBETOUS TASK PORCE COMMANDER ON THE RECCMMERDATION NF THE AMPHIBIOUS
TROOP COMMANLER, IS THE UNLOADING ¢F UNIT3S AND CARGO FROM THE TRANSPARTING
SHIPS AS RAPIDLY AS FACILITIES ON THE BEACH (AN HANDLE THMM, #¥%% THIS MEANS
THAT THE AMPHIBIOUS TROOP CCMMANDER IS PREPARRD TG HANDLE UNITS AND CARGO
AS RAPIDLY AS RECEIVED. ALTHOUGH THE SITUATION AT GHEEN HEACH, WHERE THE
LANDING HAD BEEN UNOPPOSED, WAS RELATIVELY STABLE, THE GENEKAL S(TUATION IM
THE AREA WAS NOT AS YET SO STABLE AS TO PERMVT UMNFCESSARY DELAYS IN Thi
HECEPTION OF STURES ON AWY ONE BEACH,

At 1555 the ARIADNE recdesvoused in tre visinity of
Point "C" (Plate IV) with the destroyers STACK and LAND, and the APD's
CROSBY and KILTY. At 179% the LGD's OAK HILL, EPPING FCREST, CaRTER HALL,
GUNSTON HALL and WHITE MARSH joined; at this time the Comswnding Officer

TUA s v s e e £

* War Diary SCHROEUER, Cctober J0th, 1944.

ol Lieutenant Colonel Frederick R. Weber, USA.

sx#%  jpction Report CYG 78.3, Report of Panuon Group, Serial 0019, wdated
(probably early November 1944).

%t Amphibiouns Opevations (NWP 22}, Department of the Navy,
Chief of Naval Cperations, Section 1765, Injtiation and

Geaneral Unloading.

Office of the
Control of
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CTG 78.5
LQEFIRRNIIAL:. Ootober 20ih :
i ARIADME Tormed TG 78.9 and deparied for Hollandia in scoordancs with CTP 78

instractions,#*

y By 1800 CTG 78,3, baving completed unlcading

o (approximately 3,900 troops aud 1,500 tens of supplies and oquipwent) it
departed the Panson &rea in company with his transports and eaosrt unit loss
~ 4 the DASHIELL. which he had ordered to remiin off the beach area to provide :
antirircratt protection until after sunset and then rejoin, whica she did ;
at 1900, %#% He headed for Poimt EST whyre he was to rendesvous &t 2200
with the unlcaded transports cf TF 78 and was to assume cowmand for movement, !

Irom Lﬁytﬁ Gralf , e

During this time (betwwen 1805 ami 1825) an enemy (
two- engine land boember, apparently cn a reconnaissance mission, uade several f
unp over the formation without atiacking and then retirad, s ;

At 1825, L&NG, which had baen ordered to rejoin !
CTF 78, was replaced by McXEE. §

At 2206 CTG 2.3 arrived at the rendsgvous position
but tie sxpecied transports (tvelve APA’s avi three AP's) had not a3 yet
arrived. Hs consequently awaited tneir arrival in thin vicinity,fHtens

(e) Operations of CTG 78.5 (Hardor Emtrencs Contrul
Group), October 20th MHHEN.E

| CTG 78.5 in BISBEE, con%imuerd to regulats the flow

4 ‘ of traffic through the entrence to Layte Gulf and provide Latest infomation
; ‘ on swept areas of the minefield, tlde and curreat dsta, ewd other aids to
navigation.

By 0530 all I-day assault forzes wers claar of Avsa
SWEEP and safely inside the guli. '

® " Har Disry ARIADNE, Octoler 20th, 1d4h; CAF 78 Cpersiion Plam 101-bi,
? wex B, Serial 0008, October 3rd, 194k4; 717 73 Dispateh 200630
. over 19k to LSTGRP 3, McKEE, lafc ARTADNE, CTG 78.3; CTF 78
[ievatch 200540 October 1944 tu CTU 78.3.3, info CTG's 78.2, 78.7%,
CTF's 77, 19, etc.

R $TH U.S. Army Heport of Leyte Operationa, Ostober 17th ~ Docember
4540, 194k, Page 106.

WK Action Report DASHIELL, October a0theitth, 19464, Serisl GL3,
October 25th, 1944,

i e CTF 78 Dispatch 200852 Octuber 1944 to Crats 78,1 and 78.3: also

Action Beport CIG 78.3. Report of ranasn Group, Serxal 0019, wun-
datod (probably =sariy ‘oTmber LG ).

AR War Diary SCHROEDER, October Z0Oth, 1944 .

sy Wae Olary SIGSHEE, Oclober b, 1944.

rReEy Acbion Rapor  UIG 78,5, Report of Oparaticns of the Harbor Fotrapce
Control Croup, Octobsr LALL - 24th, 1944, Be Serial, Novert »r &¥nd,

194k,
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R e 78.6, 8.7
~Sppefitmar, and 78.8

Octobsr 20th

At 3900 his comaand, as previously planned, was
augmented by four LCI's (23, 3b4, 430, 432) from TF 78 which hed proceeded
o Layte with that force. He designated these craft a9 dispetch hoaty,

RS Shortly before dark he atationed the DISPEE &t
R Point "B to contrecl all outgoling traffic and the GALLUP &t Point FIN to
et control incoming traffic snd to assiet in routing eutgoing ships (Plate IV).

At this poimt %he opsrations of CTG 78.5 will be
dropped from further discussicp since his primary mission of routing the
assault foreos thrugh the eneny minafields &t the entrence to Leyte Gulf
hed bosn accomplished.

i (t) Cperations of CTG's 78.6, T78.7 and 78.8 i
{Reinforcement Croups OXE, TWO and THREZ), October 20th,%*

{1) Operations of CIG's 78.6 ami 78.7.

At the beginning of the day CTG's 78.6 and 78.7
wnre respectively 385 and 825 miles, tearing 115°(T) and 125%(T), from the
entrance to Leyts Gulf, proceeding along routes ALBATROSS and SHEARNATER
to the objsctive arca at nine knots SOA in accordence with the movenant
schedule (Plate VI).

T s

At 0200, in accordance with his routing
instructions, CTG 78.7 detachad the merchant ships JAMES KING, OVID BUTLER,
EDWARD S. HOUGH and ESCANABA VICTORY to proceed tc Xoasol Passage, sscorted
by the SAN PEDRO, which latter vessel was directed to rejoin the formation
as soon as possible after ccmpleting her escort assignment.

Nothing further of importance cocurred thia :
day and, at midnight, CTG's (8.6 and 78.7 were bearing respectively
112°(7) and 120°(T), distant 135 and 645 niles frow Layte Guif,

{2) Uperations of C}i 78.8.

Meanwhile, CT4L 75.8 was still in Hollawdias
meking ready to depart for Leyte at 0700 Octover 23rd.

i hction Beport CIG 78.6 (Reinforcement Group CNE), Leyte Island
Opsration, October 16th - 27th, 1944, Serial 0154, October 3lst, 1944;
Astion Report CTG 78.7 (COMLSTFLOT 14), Attack on Leyte, Serial 086,
weiated {probably early November 1944); Action Report CTG 8.8
{ COMCORTDIV 29)(Reinforcsment Group THREE), Central Philippine
Uperation, Serisl 071, November 16th, 1944.

-
51 CW

A Y M e e

I P P P




R Bt

TR R SR~ S At A - .
G L Oy oo i e SN )
. i T W R T I T I

RO ol B | (Sl

VT TR R ARRY TR WE R TR TRRIIN. Y TR AR R G T I T G N TR RN T TR TR TIIO R S RRe AN T

TR NG v v o ot a1 e

) CTF :2
1 to >
CONPLBBYRL October 20t

(3) Opsreticns of CTF 79 (Southern Attack Forcz),
October 20th,*

Before dizcussing the D-day operations of CIT 79
(Commander Southern Attack Force) it is pertinemt to review briefly the
tasks that had been assisned hin: in connection with KING II. Thase tasks
weres ¥t

(s) At 1000 on D-day to land the TWENTY-FOURTH Corps,
U.S, SIXTH Army, compossad of the SEVENTH and NINETY~-SIXTH Infantry
Divisions on VIOLET-YELLOW Beaches (Dulag) and ORANGE-BLUE Beaches
(San Jose) respectively.

Included in this corps were two marine artillsry
battalions# and ons Marine Headgrarters amd Headguarters Baclery, FIPTH
Amphibious Corps Artillery., These unics, which bad been substituted by
CINCPOA for the desigrited amy artillery units which were suill engaged
with the enemy in the Marianas, actually did not larnd until D+2 day,®ex

(b) On arrival at the objective srea to assume control
of TU 77.2.2 (Fire Support Unit SOUTH) for bombardment, night harassing
fire and close fire support on D-day and subsequent thereto as recu ' red,

(¢) On D-day, and subsequent thersto, to control and
direct the operations of UDT Unit South as required.

(d) To control such support aircraft as had been
specifically assigned by CTF 77.

(e) To provide antisubmarine, antimotor torpedo boat
and antiaircraft protection in own area of responsibility (Plate VIII).

in the furtherance of the abov~ assigned tasks he had
organized his forces into two principel attack groups for the main assault
=iz., Attack Group ABLE {TG 79.1) to land the EVENTH Infantry Divisien on
VIGLET-YELLOW Beaches in the vicinity of Uuleg and Attack Group BAKER
(TG 79.2) to land the NIMETY-SIXTH Infantry Division on ORANGE-BLUE Beaches

* Action Report CTF 79, Seizire of lLayte, Serlal 00323, November 13th,
1944.

et CANF SOWESPAC Operations Plan No. 13-4L, Serial 00022A, September
26th, 1944,

#¢  1]1TH 155 Gun Battalion USMC and 5TH 159M Howitser Battallon USMC.

6TH U.3. Army, Report of Leyte Oparation, October 17th - Deccaber

25th, 1944, Chapter VIII, Page 223-22i4; also ltr of March 28th, 19%6

from Colonel C. W. Harrinon, USMC, Head Hiatorical Eranch G-3, HQ,

USMC, Washington, D. C. to Colonel R. McC. Tompkins, USMC, Naval War

College, Newport, R.I.

;
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CTF 79
RPN N Octobor 20th

in the vicinity of Sen Jose. In coutrast to CTF 78 who, in addition t
comuanding TF 78 also commanded TG 78,1, CTF 79 had assigned individusl
commanders to each of his two task groups, waile 2 hlaszlf functioned as
the overali commander of the Southerr Attack Force in his own separata
risgship, the MOUNT OLIMFUS.

THE SHI¥T OF THE OBJECTIVE FROM YAf T0 LETTE {DI3CUSSED
IN VOLUME I) HAD ENTAJLED A RADICAL CHANGE IN THE LANDING CONDITIONS.
EMPORTS IN PREPARING FOR THE FORMER OPERATICN HAD DEEN DIRECTED TOWARD
OVERCOMING THE DYFFICULTIES IN CROSSING EXTENSIVE AMD DIFFICULT REEF--
FRINGED BEACHES., YXTENSIVE USE OF AMPHIBIAN VEHICLES (DUKW!S) AND TAMKS
(LVT'S) HAD BEEM PLANNED, AND THE INITIAL BEACHING OF LST'S ANU OTHER
LARDING CRAFT HAD NOT BEEN CONTEMPIATED. ALL THE ASSAVLT UNITS OF THE
AMPHIBIOUS TROOPS WERE TC HAVE BEEN EMBARKEZD IN LST¢S AND THE SHIP-TO-3HORE
MOURMENT EWVISAGED THE NECK3SITY OF A TRAMSFZR LINE OFF THE REEFS WHERE THE
TROOPS FOLLOWING THE INITIAL WAVES WOULD DEBARK PROM SMALL BCATS AND
RE-EMBAEX IN THE LVIT'S FOR THE FINAL MOVEMENT TO THE BEACH.

THE CONDITiONS AT LEYIZ WERE ENTIRELY DIFFERENT. THE
LANDING AREA CONSISTED OF A LONG STRETCH OF SMOOTH SANDY BEACHES WITH NO
CORAL PRESENT WHERE LANDINGS IN SMALL BOATS DIRECTLY ON THE BEACH WERE
POSSIBLE AND LCT'S AND LST!'S COULD BE BEACHED SUCCESSFULLY. DESPITE THESE
CHANGED COMDITIONS, CTF 79 AND HIS AMPHIBIOUS TROOP COMMANDER (C.G. TWENTY-
FOURTH CORPS) AGREED THAT IT WAS IMPRACTICABLE AT THIS LATE DATE (LATE
SEPTEMBER) TC CHANGE THE METHOD OF LANDING SYNCE THIS WOULD HAVE INVOLVED
MOT ONLY A REDISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS BUT ALSO A CONSIDERAHLE SHIFT OF
SUPPLIES AND CARGO ALREALY LOADED IN THE LANDING CRAFT AND TRANSPORTS.
THEREMOHRE, HE DECILDED TO CONDUCT THE LANDINGS NN THE SOUTHERM BEACHES OF
LEYTE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GENERAL SCHEME OF MANEUVER PLANNLD FOR YAP®
WHILE THE LANDING ON THE MORTHERN BEACKES CONFORMED TO THE CONVENTIONAL
(SOWESPAC) PATTERN OF BEACHING THE LST'S AFTER THE INITIAL ASSAULT WAVES
IN BOATS FPROM THE TRANSPORTS HAD SECURED A BEACHHEAD.

HE REALIZED THAT THE EMFLOYMENT OF AMPHIBIAN TANKS AND
VEHICLES AS PLAMNED FOR THE YAP CPERATION FROVIDED DISADVANTAGES AND
ADVANTAGES, ON THE ONE HAND, IT (A) REQUIRED THE ARRIVAL OF THE LST'S AT
THEIR LAUNMCHING AREA OFF THE SOUTHERN BEACHES PRIOR TO OR COINCIDENT WITH
THE TRANSPORTS WITH THE ENSUING DIFFICULTIES IN THE APPROACH, AND (B) WOULD
RESULT IN SLOWER MOVEMENT OF THE ASSAULT WAVES IN ATTACKING THE BEACH. ON
THE OTHMER HAND, IT (A) PERMITTED THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE OFFENSIVE PROPERTIES
OF AMP:IBIAN TAMKS IN THE FIRST ASSAULT WAVE, (B) GAVE HETTER PROTECTION FOR
THE TROOPS IN GROSSING THE BEACH, AND {(C) PROVIDED READILY AVAILABLE
AMPHIBIAN VEHIULES FOR OPERATIONS ACROSS RIVERS AND SWAMPS BEHIND THE
BEACHES , &%

*  Action Report CTF 79, Seisure of Leyte, Serial 00323, November 13th,

194),, Paragraph 9, 10,
»% Action Report CTF 79, Seisure of Leyte, Serisl 00323, November 13th,

1944, Paragrapn 1l.
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CTF 79
SONRIRINTYVE October 20th

THE DECISION TO EMPLOY THE YAP METHOD WAS, OF COURSE,
CORRECT POR THE REASONS GIVEN. IT WAS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST BECAUSE IT
GAVE A REASCNABLE COMPARISON WITH ANCTHER METHOD OF CONDUCTING A LANDING
OPERATION.

At the beginning of the day CTF 79, in MOUNT CLYMPUS
with Trunsport Group AHLE, was thirty miles fram the entrance to Leyte Culf.
Meanwhile, his Landing Creft{ Movement Group, without difficulty in regard
to mines or prediciad strong currents, had just abcut completed a safe
passage through the swep® portion of the enamy minefield at the entrance,

Commencing at 0155 e intercepted several voice radio
communications between CTG 78.5 (Harbor Entrance Control Group) and CTG
79,1 (the OTC of the two transport groups for movement and spproach to
Leyte) wherein (a) the Zormer (1) requested the estimated time of arrival
of TG 79,1 at Peint FIN, and (2) stated that minesweepers would precede
him, (b) the latter replied that he was makirg fourtesn knots and expected
to reach Point FIN at 0230, and (c) the former then advised CTG 79.1 that
the approach speed would make it impossible to station minesweepars ahead
before reaching the seaward end of the swept channel and requested that the
speed be reduced. As a result he noted that CIG 79.1 promptly reduced speed
to eight knots, Then at about this same time, he intercepted another TBS
voice radio dispatch from CTG 78.5 %o the affect that it would be one and
three quarter hours before the mineswespers could join* and that their best
sweeping speed would be nine knots,#®

He now watched with interest the decicion of his OTC
(CTG 79.1) ir this matter, He had been receiving disguieting reports that
the sweeping of ihe minefield at the sntrance had not been completed and
the anticipation of strong ebb tides opposing and delaying the progress of
his vessels on entry into the gulf had caused him considerable concern.®

At 0249 he had his answer for at that time he noted that
CTG 79.1 had increased speed and indicated a plan to enter the gulf without
cuploying minesweepers., That he agreed with this decision seems clear for
he took no action in the matter.

In connection with the above it should be pointed out
here that he might have reduced his entrance problems had he advised
CTG 78.5 whether or not the transport groups would require minesweepers in
passing wnrough Area SWEEP (CTG 78.5 had already queried him in this regard
stating that he (CTG 78.5) could have wminesweepers at Point FIN on two hours

noti(‘". )-m

i
:' * Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
} Capture of Leyte, Serial OOLS5L, October 26th, 1944.

é e Action Report CTU 79.3.3, Leyte Operation, Serisl 0118, October 31st,
; 1944 .
i aw#  CTG 78.5 Dispatch 191212 October 194k to CTF's 77, 78 and 79.
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Why he did not do this is not known. It is possible
that he thought that it was more importeat to maintain radio silence than
to reply to this important dispstch. It will be rscelled that, although
his command had been discovered by Japansse planes at noon of the preceding
day,* he did not know it and thought that he had approached undetected.,

At 0430 in the MOUNT (LYMPUS he entered Loyte Gulf.#
He was gratified to note that contrary to some reports indicating a possible
sbb of six knots, and cther reports of &n expected ebb of four to five
knots, these strong currents were not met, Instead the maximum current he
encountared appeared to bs about cne and one-half knots, This was perhaps
due to the fact that the convoys passed well to the southward of the axis of
the entrancs to avoid the unswept portion of the minefield.

At 0625 one enemy two—engine plane was observed north-
west of the Southern Attack Force but did not attack. This plane apparently
was the same ons that had dropped a bomb at 062 on TP 78's LST formation
with negative results.

Since, in addition to the normal activities of the
landing and protection of the assault shipping, CTF 77 had been assigned an
area of responsibility which included all of Surigso Strajt and that part of
Leyte Guif eouth of the Tacloban<Dulag approach channel (Plate VIII), and
ad been directed to provide artisubtmarine, antimotor torpedo boat, and
antisireraft protection in this area, he had assigned tl:is responsibility to
CTG 79.1). At G635 he noted that the destroyers were proceeding to their
screening stations,

At 0707 he proceeded independently in the MOUNT QLYMPUS
to the vicinity of the Southern Transport Area ¥

. At this same time he noted that (a) TU 77.2.2, was
conducting the yrearranged bombardment of thc selected varyeu sroas and (b)
enemy reaction thus far had consisted only of sporadic and generally in-
effective mortar and small arms fire,

At 0750 he arrived off the line of departure to obaserve
the progress of the operation. He no doubt was pleased to note that every-
thing was proceoding as plannad. The Landing Craft Movement Group had al-
ready arrived and anchored in its assigned area, and the Transport Groups
were arriving and anchoring in their rezpective arcas on schedule, All
vessels on arrival initiatsd preparaticns for landing (lowering boats,
embarking landing force and forming boat waves, etec.).

¥ Commardsr STH Bas- ALr Forcs Dispatch 191336 October 1944 to 5TH Base
Air Porce Battle Report Addressoes, War Diary 103HD Attack Unit
(701ST Air Group). October 1944, WDC Document 160258, NA 12592.

«% War Diary MOUNT QLYMPUS, October 2uth, 1944; also Action Report HQUNT
OLYMPUS, Assault on Leyte, Serial 005, November 18th, 1944,
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At this time he received word that the fast carriers
would strike the beschss from 0830 - 0845. Hs therefors directed that
Plan VICTOR be put in effect during this time. This plan, as employed by
CTF 79, restricted all ships 1o & maximm oxdinite of 1,200 fest for gun-
fire during air strikes.* It also provided for the relessing of gunfire
from ths plan in effect (in this cass, Plan VICTOR) through the employment
of & white flare or other pre-arrenged signal.

At 0800 he observed that the heavy ships of TU 77.2.2
were rolieving each other according to plan and that those ships scheduled
to fire at this tims had already cammsnced firing.

At 0828 he learned, thxwugh the CSACP in the WASATCH,
that the schaduled air strike was then going in and CSACP would advise
whet all was clear.

At this time he obsorved the air strixes hit the
southern beaches.

At 0912, after having received reports from CTG 79.1
and CIG 79.2 that they would bs able to land as scheduled, CTF 79 advised
CIT 77, a# well as his ovn cammand, that the 1000 landing~hour was con-
firwed, thereby advising CTF 77 that TF 79 was prepared to land on
schedule,**

At 093 he observed that the bombardgwent ships had
intensified their fire against the southern beaches in final preparaticn
for the scheduled landing at 1000,

At 1000 the first assault waves reached the beaches,
meeting only minor opposition from enemy mortar and small arms fire which
continued witil about noon. Thers wers practically no casualties to the
troops. Although, according to CTG 79.1, the pre-landing gunfire and air
praparation had been fully in accordance with expectations and the rocket
and mortar LCI's were perticularly effective (they suffered swme casualties
during withdrawal),# actually there wers other reasons as well for the
iack of opposition to the landings. These are discussed under “Operations
of CTF 77 (Central Philippines Atiack Force), October 20th*,

At 1230 CIF 79 learned that the BENKION had been hit by

Action Report CTF 79, Seizure of Leyte, Serizl 00323, November 13th, 1944
Action Report CTG 79.), Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
Capture of Leyte, Serial OA5L, October 26th, 194k; also Action Report
CALIFOSNIA, Participation in Operations off Island of Leyte, Philippine
Islands, October 19th - 24th, 194k, Serial 0025, Movember 8th, 194k;
kction Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Opsraticn, Serial 0032, November 4Lth, 19k
w#%  Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for the
Capturs of Leyte, Serial QuSk, ( ‘ober 26th, 194L; also Action Report
CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Seri- 0032, Kovember Lth, 194kL.
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counterfire frox: enemy shore batteries resulting in injuries to three
personnel (one seriously) although sustaining no material damage to impair
her battle effiziency.

At 1240 he shifted the five screening destiroyers
occupying Screening Stations Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 (Plate VIII) to 27, 28, 29,
30, 31 in lower Surigac Strait in order to cover the operations of CTG 78.3
(Panacn Attack Group) largely against PT boats and sulmerines.* These
destroyers were to patrol in a figure eight track.**

By 1400, a beachhead having been secured, the transports
commenced moving tc the inner transport area 2,000 ysrds from shore and the
LST's and LSM's started beaching for immediate unloading,¥¥

At 1452 CTF 79 sent CTF 77 a detailed repori concerning
the favorable progress and situation at the southern beaches as of 1400,
the contents of which have been included under the "Operations of CTF 77
(Central Philippines Attack Force), October 20th, e

About mid-aftermoon he was faced with an important
decision. He had by this time rsceived reports of minor sporadic air
attacks in the objective area but he had placed confidence in the ability
of the day fighter cover to preent serious and threataning air attacks,
However, he felt grave concern a: to dusk and night alr attacks,
particularly since there was no night fighter protection avajlable, Enemy
airfields were within easy reach and the lccation of his force and
individual vessels was clearly known to enemy ground observers. He
visualisad two alternatives--(a) to get underway and take evasive actiomn,
both to avuid discovery and to counter air attack by maneuver, or (b) to
remain at anchor with smoke protection.#*### He realized that (a) if he
got underway he would encounter the difficulty of maneuvering a large fcrce
in darkness within the limited waters of Leyto Gulf and the possibility
of mines in the yet unswept waters through which the force would pass in
such maneuvers and (b) if he remained at anchor he could provide smoke over
his force in accordance with his pre-arranged smoke plan¥tHk and al the
same time continue unlosding so as to expsdite the departure of assault
shipping frem the objective area, thereby reducing its period of
vulnerability to enemy attack. He wisely declided not to retire and at 1530

#* Action Report CTG 79.11 (CCMDESEOV 54), Attack on Leyte Island,
Central Philippines, October 20th - 26th, 194k, Serial 059, November
12th, 1944.

it CIF 79 Attack Plan 304-44, Annex 1, Appendix 3.

el Actlon Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibicus Oparations for
the Capture of Leyte Sasrial 00454, October 265, 19L4; also Action
Report G7G 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November 4th, 1944.

suxw  CTF 79 Dispatch 200552 October 194, to CTF 77, C.G. 6TH Amy.

sunu#  Action Report CTF 79, Seisurs of Leyle, Serial 00323, November l3th,
1944,
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CTF 79

clNPreRaTIAL - October 20th

jssued orders sccordingly.* He stationed an inner screen of LCI gunboats
pear the shore to preveni atiack by snssy torpedo boats and placed ad outer
screen of destroyers around the entire transport area for antiaircraft
protection, A heavy and sffactive smoke cloud was made before sunset which
persisted throughout the eritical dusk period and was replenished
periodically dAuring the night.

CT¥ 79'S DECISION TO EMPLOY SMOKE SCREENS IN DFFENSE OF
THE SHIPS AT ANCHOR AT NIGHT WAS &4 STEP IN THE CONTINUING EVOLUTIONARY
PROCESS OF SMOKE DZVENSE FOR ANCHGRED SHTPPING WHICH HAD BEEN EMPLOYED MOST
SUCCESSFULLY IN THE SEIZURE OF SATPAN, JTNE AGLL, ¥

TODAY'S DOCTRINE (1957) WHICH WAS, OF COURSE, DEVELOPED
FEOM WORLD WAR IT OPERATIONS SIMILAR TO THE ABOVE, INDICATES CONCURRENCE IN
746 EFFECTIVENESS OF SMXE FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANCHORAGES AGAINST ENEMY
AIR ATTACK AT NXGHT, PROVIDING THAT ADEQUATE RADAR COUNTERMEASURES ARE
RMPLOL EU %% IT STRESSES THE FACT THAT, DURING TWILIGHT AND DARKNESS, SMOKE
1S EFFECTIVE HECAUSE (A) AN ECONOMICAL AMOUNT OF SMOKE PROVIDES ADEQUATE
COVER, AND (B) OTHER MEANS OF DEFENSE ARE HANDICAPPED BY DARKNESS, s

Duriag the afternvon, commencing at akout 1530, CTF 79
transferred six LCT!s from CIG 79.1 and four LCT's and three LST's {#ith
pontoon causeways) from CTG 79.2 ‘w CiF 78 to assist in tne unloading on
RED Beach.

The transfer of this shipping to TF 78, while helpful
to TF 78, was, as will be snown later, a handicap to TF 79.

At 1615 he learned that the HONOLULU had just been
torpedosd by an enemy plane.

At 1736, in order ‘o expedite (a) the delivery of
supplies to the army forces ashore, and (v) thereby the departure of the
assault shipping from the objective area, he directed CTG's 79.1 and 79.2
to prosscute general unloading with utmost vigor commencing at daylight sasus

At 1830 he advised his command that the night assigmment
of the fire support ships was as follows: For TG 79.1, PENNSYLVANIA,
MINNEAPOLIS, DENVER, BLACX, ABBOT, and WALKER; for TG 79.2, PORTLAND,

# Action Repeort CTG 79.1, Participaiicn in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, Serial 00454, October 2oLk, 1J44.
okl Act.ion Report Commander Joint Expeditionary Force, Marianas

Operation, Report of Amphibious Operations for the Capture of the
Marianas Islands, Serial 00704, August 25th, 194k, Annex H.
*en Smoke Screen Manual (NWIP 1-2), Department of the Navy, Office of the
Chief of Naval Operations, 1953, Chapter 1, Paragraph 104.
l sw#%  Tbid Chapter &, Paragraph 601.
axan® CTF 79 Visual Dispatch 200836 October 194k Lo Cravs 79.1 and 79.2.
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CTF 79
OBNELIRATL AL October 20tb e

COLUMBIA, CLAXTON, BRAIME, and CGANSEVOORT . *

At the end of the day CIF 79 derived ccnsiderable
satisfaction from the successful results of the D-day landings. lie had
(a) met his schedule, (b) had landed all combat seriais of the TWENIY-
FOURTH Corps lsss the 38lst Regimental Combat Team (SIXTH Army Flcating
Reserve) camprising about 40,000 troops and 6,314 tons of supplies and
equipment ,** and (c) had firmly established a beachhead against only

1light enemy opposition.

IT IS T0 BE NOTED THAT THE ABOVE TONNAGE UNLCADED OK THS
SOUTHERN BEACHES WAS CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN THAT DISCHARGED AT THE NORTHE=RN
BEACHES BY CTF 78 IN SPITE OF THE DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED THERE IN BEACHING
THE LST'S WHICH HAD MADE IT NECESSARY TO PROCURE CAUSEWAYS AND LCT'S FROM

TRANSPORTS AND CARGO SHIPS OF TF 79 HAD NOT BEEN TRULY COMBAT LOADED, DUE
IM A LARGE MEASURE TO THE NECESSITY OF CARRYING ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT. SINCE
NO GARRISON SHIPPING SPACE HAD BEEN ASSIGNED THE SEVENTH AND NINETY-SIXTH
INFANTRY DIVISIONS, THE SUPPLIES AND AQUIPMENT NORMALLY CARRIED IN THE
FOLLOW-UP SHIPPING HAD TO HE TNCLUDED IN THE ASSAULT SHIPPING. FOR
INSTANCE, EACH TRANSPORT HAD oulN LOADED WITH AN EXCESS OF ABOUT 350 TONS OF
BULK CABGO WHICH PRECLUDED VERTICAL LOADING ASD CONSEQUENTLY DELAYED OFF-
LOADING.%##% AS A RESULT, NONE OF THE TRANSPORTS OR CARGO VESSELS OF " 79
HEREUNLOADEDBYTHEENDOFD-DA!,W}MEASAILCFTF78MSPORTSEXCEPT
THE PREMONT WERE UNLOADED AND HETIRED FROM THE AREA.

SUCH UNLOADING WAS HOPED FOR BUT WAS NOT ANTICIPATED BY
CTF 79 BECAUSE HIS SHIPS HAD BEEN LOADED FOR YAP WHERE NO SERIOUS THREAT
PROM THE ENEMY AIR AND NAVAL FIRES WAS EXPECTED AND, THEREFGRE, LAD BEEN
LOADSD ON SUCh A BASIS A3 TO REQUIRE POSSIHLY MORE THAN ONE DAY UNLOADING
TIME., THE ASSAULT DIVISIONS FCR YAP WERE TO BE THE GARRISON DIVISIONS AS
WELL AND THE SHIPS HAD BEEN LOADED ACCORDINGLY , #i#t

THE CONVENIENCE OF BAVING THE GARRISON EQUIPMENT READILY
AVAILABLE IS RECOGNIZED AND THE REASONS FOR HAVING 1T 1IN THIS CASE ARE
UNDERSTANDABLE. IT SHOULD BE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT THIS FAILURE TO
COMPLETE !'NLOADING COULD HAVE HAD SERTOUS COBSEQUENCES IN THE EVENT COF

* CTF 79 (Maval Gunfire Control Net) VYolce Radio Messaps 201830/1
October 1944 to TF 79.

e Report o' Leyte Operations, October 17th ~ Docember 25th, 19LL4, HQ
6TH U.S., Ammy.

aun  Action Reports CITG 79.1, participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Leyte, Serial 00454, October 26th, L9k Action Haport
CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November Lih, 1944; Actlion
Heport COMTRANSDIV 10 (CTU 79.4.1), Serial 00276, October 28th, 19ik.

axs® CTP 79's First Endorsement, Serial 00738, November 20th, 1944 Lo
Action Report CTG 79.2, Leyte Operation, Sepial 0032, November 4lh,

1944
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CTF 79

FQUEIRENTIAR™N October 20th

STRONG JAPANESE REACTION T¢ THE LANDING, T.E., HAD THE JAPANESE FIRST
STRIXING FORCE BEEN AELE 70 PENETRATE THE LANDING AftAS "N D=DAY (ONE OF
THE FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL SHO ONE PLAN)}, FORTUNATELY FOR CTF 79, THE
JAPANESE REACTION WAS VERY WEAK INDEED AND, THEREFORE, THE DELAY IN THE
UNLOADING OF THE TRANSPORTS BECAME NOTHING MORE THAN A MINOR HINDRANCE.

THTS PRINGS FORTH THE CONCEPT OF "COMBAT LOADING".
THIS CONCEPT IS THAT, WHENEVER POSSIBLE, THE AHRANGEMENT OF PERSONNEL AND
THE STOWAGE OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT ABOARD SHIP SHOULD BE DESIGNED IN
SUCH A MANNER AS TO CONFORM TO THE ANTICIPATED TACTICAL OPERATION OF THE
ORGANIZATION EMBARKED. EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES
MUST BE SO STOWED ABOARD THE SHIP THAT IT CAN BE DISCHARGED AND DISPATCHEL:
TO THE BEACH AT THE TIME AND IN THE SEQUENCE WHICH IT HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY
DETERMINED WILL MOST EFFECTIVELY PROMOTE THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE
MISSION,#

IN THIS CASE IT APPEARS THAT A CONSIDGRABLE AMOUNT OF
GARRISON EQUIPMENT FOR THE LATER STAGES OF THE SARKISCN PIASE C! THE YAP
OPERATION HAD BEEN INCLUDRD IN THE YAP ASSAULT SHIPPING IN ORDER FULLY TC
UTILIZE THE SHIPPING AVAILABLE FOR THAT OPE“ATION, EVEN IN THE CASE OF YAP
THIS CCULD EASILY FAVE BEEN A FALSE ECONOMY FOR wAR EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN
THAT A TOO EARLY UNLOADING OF GARRISON FOLLOW-UP SUPPLIKS MAY SERIOUSLY
INTERFERE WITH THE EFFICIENCY OF THE GARRISON FORCES. THIS, IN TURN, MAY
HAVE THE FURTHER RESULT OF SIOWING DOWN THE UNLOADING OF SHIPS SUBSEQUENTLY
ARRIVING, WITH ALL THE MAJCR WASTE OF OVERSEAS SHIPPING SPACE THAT THEN
TAKES PLACE *#

FROM THIS, IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT ONLY THAT PART OF
GARR.SON EQUIPMENT WHICH IS ESSENTIAL 10 ThE IMMEDIATE NEEDS OF THOSE
GARRISON ELEMENTS WHICH ARE AN ESSENTIAL AND INTEGRATED PART OF THE ASSAULT
FORCES SHOULD EViR BE CARRIED IN THE ASSAULT ECHELONS OF AN AMPHIBICUS
ATTACK (OPERATION). ALL FQUIPMGNT RFQUIRED FOR THE SUBSEJUENT GARRISON
BUILD-UP SHOULD BE CAREFULLY PHASED INTC LATER ECHELONS $0 AS (A) NOT TO
INTENFEre WLTH THE SUPPONT UF COMBAT FORCES, AND (B) TO PROVIDS FOR THE
RAFID AND OIDERLY DEVELOPMENTS OF THE GARKISON FORCKS .

# Dictionary of United “iates Military Terms for Jolnt Usags {Thim
Revision), Departments of the army, the Navy, and the Air Force,

May 1955.
#¢  Written Statement by Rear Admiral H.E. kccles, USN (Het), Consultant
to the George Washington University Logistics Kessarch Pro ject,

April 20tn, 1949,
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CTG 79.1
CRMEIREUTT AL e October 20th -

(&) Operations of CTG 79.1 (Attack Group ABLE),

Uctober 20th.*

CTG 79.1 had been assigned the tuck of 1anding the
SEVENTH Infantry Division on VICLET and YELLOW Beaches (Plete VII). For
this purpose he had boen allotted fourteen transports, four cargo vessels,
thirty-ono LST's, two L3D's and & musboer of control, rocket and mortar
orafi,we

in addition to the above, he had bean designated
as OIC Lo exsrcise overall tactical command and coordination of Attack
Groups AHELE (TG 79.1) and BAKER {TG 79.2) and of TU 77.4.1h {Escort Carrier
Unit) for safe passage and approach to the objective area until their entry
inside Leyte Gulf, at which time ths respeciive task group and unit
commanders were to take charge,id

In view of predicted styrong currenis, his had
decided to anticipate his arrival at Polnt FIN {the seaward end ol the
Tacloban-Dulag Approsch Channel) by forty-five minutes to arrive at this
point at 023C October 20th instead of 0315 as sei forth in the hasic
movenent. plan, HHEE

At 0130 he commenced forming cruising disposition
(6-T) which reduced the front of his formation to 3,000 yards and thereby
reduced the danger from mines, It sesms to have taksn some time to form
this disposition, possibly because of spesd differontials, for it was not
A until about the time of passing Point FIN that the disposition was finally
3 formed.

At 0155 he received a voice radio conmmunication
from CTG 78.5 reguesting his estimated time of arrival at Point FIN and
stating that mineswsepers could precsis aim. To this query he roplied
that he was making fourteen kncts and expected to reach Point FIN at
0230 it

CTG 78.5 now informsd him that his present approach
spead would make it impossible to station mineswsspers ahoad before reaching
the seaward end of the swept channel and requestes’ thot speed be reduced,

* Action Report CTG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operations for
the Capture of Lsyte, Serial CO454, October 20th, 1944,

p ol CTG 79.1 (Comrarder Attack Group ABLE) Athtack Order No. AL 2Ly,

. Serial 00096, October 9th, 194L.

- #xx  CIF 79 (COM3RDPHIBFOR) Attack Plan No. A304~44, October 2nd, 194k,
Annex B.

auwr  CTG 79.1 (Commander Attack Group ABLE) Movaxment Orvier No. AL73-b4,
Arnax C, Serial 00095, October 9tl:, i9uk; CANF SOWESPLC Operation
Plan 13-44, Annex C, Serial OOJZZ2A, September 2€ih, 1944.

E wur#n  Action Repcri CTU 79.3.3, Leyie Operation, Serial Ol1€, October

31st, 194k,
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R - CIG 79.1
comqu\ October 20th
- M 0229 he reached Point FIN where he alowsd to

eight lkaots temporarily to await morw definite information concerning
the mineswespora. ®

Ba now iseTrned, presumably from CTG 78.5, that the
{ mineswegoers cuuld not sirive hefore ore and three-quarters hours, and thut
5 their beot sweuping speed would Le nire knots.

He now kad an important decision to mske. Should
he wait for the mineswsspers and risk delaying the landing-hour or should
he proceed without them? He had been recoiving disquieting reports that
the sweeping of the minefield at the entranze had not been campleted and the
anticipation of strong e¢bb tidss opposing and delaying the progress of his
vessels on entry into the gulf had naturally caused his soma concern,

After estimating “he situation he decided to
procead on schedule, informed CTG 78.5 that he could not wait for the wine-
sweepers, ami at C249 increased speesd to fourteen knots.®

! Wnile the reszsons for this decision are nowhers
given by CIG 79.1 it seems clear that he based it on lhe following sound
considerations:

(a) the urea had been reported swopi;

(b) since he had ieard nothing te the contrary, he
had remson to believe inat the Lsndling Cralt Movemsnt Group ancd the Northern
Attack Force (TF 78) had eutered ahead of him without wmishap;

_(c) his larger ships were protected bty paravanss
whick: had been streamed the night before; and

! {d) it was nacessary to maintain his pressnt time
| schedule in order to arrive in the transport area as planned.

It may be wondersd wiy he did not employ the thres
minesweepars SAUNTER, SCRIMMAGE, SALUTE which were making pessage with TG
79,2, 4% The reason seems clear and corvect. These mincsweepers, which were
in the rear of TG 79.2,¥% (in disposition 1C$), were at this time aboul
twelvs miles astern of the leading ship of TG 79.1 (in disposition 6-T),

! and since they wers cepable of a maximum spesd of but fifteen knots he
could not accept the delay incident to their movument Lo the head of his
disposition,

At 0305 he informed the command that he planned to

¥  Action Report CTU 79.2.73, L e Operation, Sﬁriﬁ“ﬁlli’o, Qutober Bliwt,:
1944 .

: «#* War Diary SAUNTER October 20th, 194k4; wlso CTG 9.2 DMapstch 120932,

3 October 1944 to SCHRTMMAGE, SAUNTER, SALUTE, etc,

w
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CTG 79.1
CORFITRN AT, October 2Gth

pess DESOLATION Point on the port hand at a distance of two and one-half
miles,®

£u 0346 he passed the northern tip of Dinagat
Island abssm to port, distant 3,800 yaxrds (from the centerline of the
formation),#*

At 0700, upon reaching Point *C* (Plate IV), he
released Transport Gronp BAKER to deploy to its assignea anchorage off
ORANGE and BLUE Beaches and directec Transpori Croup A9LE to form approach
disposition for anchoring off VICLET and YELLOW Peacitss. At 0721 he
ordered TG 79.1 to deploy in accordance with the approazh plan. At 0745
he arrived, in hies flagship, in the cuter trensport area off Dulag Town and
lay to in this general area the rewsinder of the day sc that he could
observe the assault operations.#* Hs was pleased to learr that his Landing
Craft Movement Group had arrived on schedule at 0617, By 0800 all units
¢f his Transport Group had anchored and were lowering their boats.*

At 0851 he received a report that CT3 79.5, the
compander of his LST Unit, was ready for larding on schedule, and at 0900
he received a sialar report frow CTG 79.3, the commander of Transport
Group ABLE. At 0930 he received a message from CIF 79 confirming the
landing-hour at 1000 as originally scheduled.

The landing was made sxactly on schedule with
practically no casualties to the troops, although some mortar fire was
initially encountered from the right flank of the beach. CTG 79.1
atiributed the light enemy resistance to the effectiveness of the pré-
arranged fires that took place according to CTF 79's gunfire schedule.
Battleships, cruisers and destroyers of TU 77.2.2 had increased their
rates of fire at tha landing-hour minus forty~-five minutes and had
continued an intensive bombardment asround YELLOW and VIOLET Beach areas
until the leading assault waves were 800 ysrds from the beach (Landing-
hour minus five minutes) at which time firs wae shifted inland and to the
flanks in compliance with a flare signal released by an aerial observer.
Rocket, wortar and sutomatic weapon barrages sxecuted by the LCI's and
LCS's Just prior to the landing-hour left 1ittle to be desired both as
to timing and intensity.

While there is no doubt that the pre-arranged fires
contributed greatly to the ease of landing, Lhey were not the sole reason
for the light enemy resistance. A partial reason wae that the Japanese
had retired temporarily from the beach defenses in order to avoid being
subjected to Allied naval and air bombardment and had fajled to return to

*  Action Report CTU 79.3.3, Leyle O~eration, Serial Ol18, October Jlst,
1941,

*%  Action Report (TG 79.1, Participation in Amphibious Operati-ns for the
Capture of Leyte, P.1., bSerial 00454, October 26th, 94,

®u%  Action Report APFALACHIAN, Serial 1274, November l4th, L4 s,
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CTG 79.2

CW October 20th

their defenses in time to oppose sericusly the Allisd landings. This is
discussed more fully under "Operations of CIF 77 (Central Philippines
Attack Force), October 20th®, .

As soon as the assault landing had been completed,
unloading was pushed with utmost vigor. All beaches, fortunately proved
to be excellent for beaching LST's and Lhis greatly aiwp.ified the problem.
At 1232 the first LST*s wers directed to proceed to the beach to discharge
artillery as desired by troop commanders,

At 44, however, CTG 79.1 received a report from
CTG 79.5 that ar LST's would complete unloading thair initial cargoes in
time to be used for moving vshicles from the transports to the beach at
1600 as had been tentatively planned.

At about 1530 he transferred half of his LCT's
(738, 749, 819, 861, 863, 86L) to TF 78 to assist in the unloading at RED
Beach.

. By 1800 all assault echelons, except one of the
three battalions of the SEVENTEENTH Infentry Regiment (TWENTY-FOURTH Corps
Reserve), had been landed,

By 2400 the L5T's were twenty-four per cent unloaded
and the transports, cargo vessels and LSD's had discharged twenty-sevea
per cent of their cargo. In accordance witia instructions from CTF 79, the
assault shipping did not retire but remainea at the beach area and continued
unloading under smoke cover throughout the night.,

(b) Operations of CTG 79.2 (Attack Group BAKER),
October 20th.*

CTG 79.2, in ROCKY MOUNT, in company with Transport
Group BAKER, followed L,000 yards astern of Transport Group ABLE in
arproach disposition for entering Leyte Gulf., The group was compossd of
thirtean transports, four carge vessels, three 1LSD's, one L5V, and nine
scresning destroyers, plus three minesweepers from MINDIV THIRTY~FOUR which
had been assigned for movement to the objective area. His LST's and other
landing craft units (twenty-four LS5T's, six LSM's, twenty-one rocket and
mortar craft, and eight control craft) had entered Leyte Gulf at 2327 the
previcus evening with the lLanding Craft Movement Group of TF 79,#% His
mission was to land and establish elements of the NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division on designated beaches {ORANGE and HLUE) at Leyte commencing at
1000 this day, ##x

® Action Report CTG 73.2, Leyts Operation, Serial 0032, November 4Lth,
1944,

e War Diary MoGOWAN, October 19th, 1944.

#e  CTG 79,2 (COMPHIBGRP 6A) Attsck Order No. A60L-Ll, Serial 0010,
October 8th; 1944,
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CIG 79,2
Octobar 20th -

He maintained his group on station astern of Attack
Group AHLE, conforming to the Tacloban-Dulag Approach Channel, until reach-
ing Point "C" at 0700, at which time the two groups proceseded independently
to thaeir respective anchorage areas on signal from CTG 79.1. At about this
tims heving (&) noted that no enemy gunfire was being received by the LST's
which hed anchored well inshore of the middle transport srea, and (b)
realising that early movement to this &rea would facilitate srrival of the
control botts at the line of deperturs and would expedite the movement of
the boated reserve battalions, he correctly deeided to anchor his transports
in the middle transport ares instead of the outer area. The outer ares had
been set up to provide a safe transport area in case hostile fire from the
shore made the closer area untenable.

At O711 he released COMMINDIV THIRTY-FOUR, in
SAUNTER, to proceed with SALUTE and SCRIMMAGE to report to CTG 77.5.

At 0750 he proceeded independently in his fleagship
and anchored in the forward part of the middle transport area.

At 0828 his LST Unit commander reported that the
amphibious tanks were ready to be launched, and at 0835 the unit commanders
of his control craft, rocket and mortar-gunboats reported that their uitits
were on station at the line of departure. At 0840 he noted that his trans-
port group had anchored on schedule in their assigned anchorages. Thereupon
at 0842 he ordered his attack group to land the landing force and advised
CTF 79 that he would be able to meet the landing-hour,

At 0930 he received a message from CIF 79 confirming
1000 as the landing-hour; the first assault wave, in amphibious tanks, lef?
the line of departure for the beaches, followed by succeeding waves in
accordance with the plan., These waves landed on BLUE and ORANGE Beaches
respectively at 0958 and 0959.

Initially, minor mortar fire and some sniper fire
was oxperisnced and intermitient mortar fire continued until about noon
causing sixtesn casualtiss., One LCM received a direct hi%t from an snemy
mortar projectile,

At nocn the Group Beachmaster reported the beaches
sscure and ready for general unloading, and at 1300 CTF 79 ordered
vigorous unloading of general supplies and equipment. At 1400 CTG 79.2
moved his transports to the inner transport area i thin 2,000 yards of the
beach. The first LST was beached at 1420.

At about 1553, in accordance with a request from
CTF 78, three LST's {745, 1013(¥), 1024) with pontoon caussways,¥ and at

¥ “kotion Report CTU 79.6.11 {COMLSTGRP 3}, Leyte Operation, October 20th -
24th, 1944, Serial 038-4k, October 3lst, 1944,

- 65 eougLDEeert

O

. I s A

w2 2

T AT

gl o



AT A P L Rk S S B SO e IR

CIG 79.2
JNELENYA L. Octobar 20th

1558, in accordance with the besic plan, four LCT's (747, 830, 898, 992)
were transferred to TF 78 to assist in the unloading at RED Beach.*

The diversion of this shipping, and notably of the
LCT's, intorfered with the unloading of TG 79.2. 1In this connection,
CTG 79.4 (Comaander Transport Group BAKER) reported that "perhaps the sbove
diversion was justified by the overall demands of the whole operation but
it embarrassed Transport Group BAKER considerably; as the result, several
heavy dosers and trucks wers not gotten to the beach nearly as early as
planned or desired, ™

By 1700 a total of three LST's and two L9M's were
beached.

At 1724 the C.G. NINETY=-SIXTH Infantry Divisionwws
and his staff left the ROCKY MOUNT tc establish the division command post
(CP) ashore. s### Meanwhile the Assistant Division Comumander had already
set up the CP and at 1500 had 1ssumed command ashore.

At 1750 the division commander arrived at his CP
atd assumed command of operations, Unfortunately he failled to ecommunicate
his readiness to assume command to his naval superior for, as will be shown
at 1345 the following day, CTG 79.2 queried C.G. NINETY-SIXTH Infantry
Division as 1o when he had assumed command ashore.

fensral unloading of the transports was very slow
at first due to the fact that priority had been given to unloading other
elements and zssociated supplies and equipment of the TWENTY~FGURTH Corps
and NINETY-SI{TH Infantry Division that had been loaded aboard the same
vessels as the SIXTH Army Floating Reserve., For the Yap operation, the
38lat Regimental Combat Team had been designated as r jerve for the NINET:~
S1XTH Infantry Division, but, on arrival at Manus, it was decided for the
Leyts operation to use this Hegimental Conbat Team as floating reserve for
the SIXTH Army. The problem arose then as to where and when it would be
comnitted., SIXTH Army Headquarters put the probable time ss D+l day and
the most probable place as behind the Northern Landing Force and the next

* CTG 79.2 ("OMPHIBGRP 6) Attack Order No. AGOA-LL, Serial 00010,
October 8th, 1944; also Action Report CTG 79.4 (COMTRANSDIV 13),
Leyte Operation, October 20th - 24th, 194/, Serial 0126, October
28th, 1944,

* Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operation, Serial 0126, October 28th,
1944 .

*#%  Major General James L. Bradley. USA.

#axr  HQ's 96TH Infantry Division, G-3 Journal - entry 157, dated 1750
October 20th, 1944; contained in letter, Office of TAG AGAW-A 313.5
to Precident Naval War College, March 2st, 1957; also Action Report
96TH Infantry Divisjon, Aciion Against Enemy, KING-TWO Operation
194k, March 1945, Page 35,
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probatle place behind the NINETY-SIXTH Infantry Division.* However, time
did not allow completion of the necessary transfers prior to departure
from Manus, Consequentiy, they had tc be wade after arrival at the
objective area in order to give mobility to the reserve Regimental Combat
Team without involving other troop elements, Therefore, eighty-six toats
of two transport divisions had to be used for this purpose while those
boats of the remaining division, in which the reserve Regimental Combat
Team was embarked, had to be held in readiness to land the reserve troops
if and when required.## By 2300 the three transport divisions were twenty-
seven per cent unioaded. All assault troops, except the reserve Regimental
Combat Team had been landed, and the unloading of cargo continued under
smoke cover throughout the night  ##%

By the end of the day, except for the unloading and
discharge of amphibious tanks and vehicles, only four LST's and two LSM's
had completely unloaded their original cargo. 1In general, the sand on
the beach was extremely soft, meking it difficult for amphibian tractors,
vehicles, bulldogers and cranes to operate. In most cases, vehicles dis-
charging from LST's had to be towed ashore not only because of the depth of
the water but because the wheels sani in the soft sand. The beach was not
entirely suitable for beaching LSTis because the water was approximately
four and one-half feet deep at the end of their ramps after beaching, Bull-
dozers were used to build sand ramps out to the LST's but these required
continual repair as the waves washed the sand away. The area immediately
behind the beach at a depth of 300 yards was swampy, thereby limiting the
space available for supply dumps. In addition, the use of the limited dry
area available was so wasteful that the beach itsslf became congested,i*

UNLIKE THE SMOOTH, WELL~ORGANIZED AND COORDINATED
UNLOADING ACROSS CTG 79.1'S VIOLET AND YELLOW BEACHES, THE UNLOADING AND
DISPERSAL AT CTG '79.2'S ORANGE AND BLUE BEACHES WAS VERY POOR. THIS WAS
DUE, PRIMARILY, TO POOR SHORE PARTY ORGANIZATION AND EXECUTION. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE AMPHIBIAN TRACTORS (LVI'S) AND VEHICLES (DUKW'S) WERE VERY
SLOW IN RETURNING AFTER THE INITYAL ASSAULT FOR UMLOADING DUTIES, DESPITE
THE FACT THAT GREAT DEPENDENCE HAD BEEN PLACED ON THEM FOR HANDLING CARGO
ON THE BEACHES AND FROM THE 1LST'S. AS HAS BEEN POINTED OUT, THE CANCELLED
YAP OPERATION HAD ENVISAGED A "REEF" LANDING, AND THE SAME PATTERN HAD TO
BE ADOPTED FOR THE LEYTE OPERATION, SINCE THERE WAS NOT TIME TO CHANGE THE
LOADING. CONSEQUENTLY, THE USUAL TRUCKS AND OTHEH VEHICLES NORMALLY
SUPPLIED THE SHORE PARTY FOR "BEACH" LANDINGS WERE NOT AVAILABLE IN ANY-
WHERE NEAR THE USUAL NUMBERS,##%

P

Yt was also due, in part, to the failure of the
beach lighting systeme which caused the OHANGE and BLUE Beaches to be

* Action Report CIG 79.<, Leyte Operation, Serial 0032, November yth,
194k, Part 4, Section 1, Paragraph 6.

#%  1bid., Part &4, Section 4, Paragraph 2.

w® Action Report CTG 79.4, Leyte Operaticn, Serial 0126, Gctober 28th;

1944.
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CTU 77.2.2
CORMammePTEAL_, October 20th
relatively dark whereas the neighboring beaches { YELLOW and VIOLET) were
lighted up like Christwas trees #

() Operations of CTU 77.2.2 {Fire Support Unit Scuih),
CTG 79.11 (Commender Scresn) » October 20th,

(1) Operations of CTH 77.2.2,

At 0707 CTU 77.2.2, who had already repovted fop
duty with CTF 79, was conducting the bro-sirranged bombardment of the select.
ed tirget areas. At this time the PENNSYLVANTA, TENNESSKE, MYNNEAPQLYS,
LOUISVIILE, DENVER were firing and &t O740 the RRYANT commenced firing.
Enemy reaction thus far jad consisted only of sporadic snd geneyilly in.
effective wortar and sms.l arms fire,

TU 77.2.2, a\ this Llae, consisted of two
groups-~ABLE and BAKER,

Group AMLE, which was to provide fire suppert
for CTG 79,1, consisted of the PENNSYLVANIA, LOUXSVILLE, MINNEARLIS, LANVER,
NEWC(MB, BENNION » HEYWOQD L. EDWARDS,; RIC ‘ARD P, LEARY, HALPORL {\he lattey
two destroyers had cowpleted night harass.ang finee) and LEOTZE (i latter
from TG 79.11); Group BAKER; which was to provide ive suppert for (TG P9, 2,
consisted of THNNLSSEE » CALIFORNIA, HONOLUIA ¢ COLUMBIS, PGAYLA ND, NONINSOW
(the latter desiroyer had returned rom operating with TG 77,5), BLAUN
(which b 3 replaced the damaged ROSSY, ALBERY W. GRANT, TLAXTON (the latter
two destroysrs had returned from operviivg with TU 77,2,1 ), BRYANT s THORN
and WELLES,#% The fire support missions wore avsiened by UTG's 79.1 and
79 . 2,003

At approximately OS00 the CALIFOPNTA, COUUMBIA
and PORTLAND relisved &he PENNGYLVANIA, TENRESSSS, » MUINNEAPCLIS, LOUISVILLE
and HONCGLULY, amd with the HALFORD and WELLES ocommenced Siring,  deenwhile N
the relieved ships ruvlired and » Preparatory towend resuming f3 ™Y, resevviced
their aireraft which \lwy wars employlng for SPOUTINE SN AL QIO L
HALFORD coeased firing.

AL O9X5 all of the heawvy witlps sither continued
or resumed thelr fire againat Lha southern bewches Yo inal nrepaeation For
the schedulsd landing at 1000, The HEYWOGD I, EDWARDYS and the RIOHARD ¥,
LEARY soon foliowed,

K‘“"’I\i“({r}‘&"xfi of CTU ¥ 4.5 {Tranuport Gme.&p Beachmsster) ,‘ \ma“e“ &yf&xﬁ\*\lﬁl\\hic&‘x .
Ootober 20th - Ui, L9l vo OTG 79.4 y bonclosure (B} Lo &ction Revort
CTG 79.4, Leyve Operation, Serial 0leb, Cctobwer 28th, 1944,

e OTG 7.2 Operation Plan No. Meldide, Sertal 00081, Ontober Sti s L9,

¥R Rotion Report COMCRUDIV & (CTG 77, 2), Bombardment and Capvure of Luyte
Ledund, Pbilivuine Islamds, Octobar 16Lh . 2hth, 1%k, Serlal 00T,
November Sth, 1944,
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CTU 77.2'2

TR IOk October 20th . -. - ™

At 0555 those ships »f TU 77.2.2 which had

been firing on the landing beaches cnd which had no assigned targets at
this time, ceased firing., The CALIFORNIA, PENNSYLVANIA, LOUISVILLE,
MINNSAPOLIS, HONOLULU, PORTLAND, and THORN contimmed firing but shifted fire
tc targeta inlamd and to the flanks.

At 1000 the TENNESSEE, NEWCOMB, BENNION, HEYWOOD
L. BDWARDS, and RICHARD P, LEARY likewise resumed scheduled fire on targets
imlsnd and te the flarke, At this time the DENVER, COLUMBIA, ROBINSON,
BLACK, ALBERT W. GRANT and BRYANT stcod by for call fire.

At approximately 10/0 the CALIFORNIA, HEYWOOD
., EDWARDS, and, &t 1050, ihe PORTLAND ceased firing. The CALIFORNIA and
FORTLAND then stood by fur call fire.

The above call fire ships were assigned as
follows: (1) the CALYFORNIA, DENVER, ROBINSON and BLACK to Attack Group
ABLE (TG 79.1) for call fire fiom SEVENTH falantry Division Shore Fire
Control Partiss established at the beachhead, and (2) the PORTLAND, COLUMBIA,
ALBERT W. GRANT and BRYANT to Attack Group BAXNR (TG 79.2) for call fire
Trom NINETY~SIXTH Infantry Division Shere Fire Control Parties.

At approximately 1100 the LOUISVILLE,
PENNSYLVANIA, TENNESSEE, MINNEAPOLIS, NEWC(MB, BEAWNION an RICHARD P, LEARY
ceased schedwled fires,

Meanwhile, ihe HONOLULU and the THORN continued
firing. The THORN ceaszed firing at 1200, at which time the WELLES commenced
firing.* The WONOLULU ceased scheduled firing at 1220, at which time the
TENNESSHE communced Liring, X

For the most part, this campleted all scheduled
fire support for U 77.2.2, The TENNESSEE, however, completed {iring at
1440, at which time the CLAXTON commenced firing. The WELLES then completed
firing at L1540 while the CLAXTON continued firing until 1609. Other support
firing was accomplished by thess ships during the day &3 requested by the
call fire meilhod.

At 1615, learning that the HOMOLULU had just
been torpedoed by an ¢nemy plane, CTU 77.2.2 proceeded, in ths LOUISVILLE,
to rendor sssistance, although en route he found that COMCRUDIV NINE, in
HONCLAULU, had the sslvage situation under control. At this same time hLv
Learned tast CTG 79.2 had relieved the COLUMBIA of her Yire aupport mlasioc:

¥ Aeticn Heport THORN, Leyte Bombardment, October 18th - 24th, 1944,
Qerisl Qbd4, October 30th, 194k,

p v ftepoit HONOLULU, Bombardment and Fire Support of Leyts,

apins 1slands, October 12th ~ 29th, 1944, Serial G449, November
Vith, 1944,
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CTU 77.2.2

OSRRIQEMNALy October 20th

at her own request to assist the HONOLULU.®* (After receiving the HONOLULU
plane, the COLUMBIA by 1721 had returned to her tire support staticn).

During the late afternoon the HEYWCOD L.
EDWARDS, HALFORD, LEUTZE and WELLES relieved the WALKEH, ABBOT, BRAINE,
GANSEYOORT and HALE in the antisubmarine screen arcund the Southern
Transport Aread® amd tLhe latter five destroyers wore ordersd to report to
CTF 79 for FS duty.

At 1830 CTU 77.2.2 recsived a message by volce
radio (from CTF 79) that ths night assigrment of FS ships was as follows:
Por TG 79.1, PENNSYLVANIA, MINNEAPOLIS, DENVER, BLACK, ABBOT and WALKER;
for TG 79.2, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA, CLAXTON, BRAINE and GANSEVOORT,##* The
HALE, although omitted from this dispatch, later jJoined this group.¥# or
these ships the PENNSYLVANIA, MINNEAPOLIS, DENVER, PORTLAND, COLUMBIA and
CLAXTON were from his own task unit whereas the remaining five destroyers
(BLACK, ABEOT, BRAINE, GANSEVOORT ancd WALKER) as well as the HALE were
from TG 79.11., /s will be shown later, he was somewhat surprised at
receiving this wessags because hs was under the impression that, in
accordance with CTF 79%s Attack Plan, e he (CTU 77.2.2) would assign
harassing and FS ships to TG's 79.1 and 79.2.

It seems clear that he not only expected to
assign the harassing and gunfire support ships as requested by the attack
group commsnders but alsc expected that any changes in the composition of
his fire support unit would be made through him. Thus, in his opinion, the
destroyers from CTG 79.11 should have been directed ic report to him for
fire support mission assignment., This concept was based on CTF 79's Attack
Plan wherein CTG 79.11 was instructed: '"When directed transfer ships to
Fire Support Unit Scouth in exchange for ships whose bombardment amnunition
has been expended.™ewt Instead, he now found himself completely by-passed
with no authnrity whatsoever in the designation of what ships should be
assigned as ; wmfire support ships, He became concerned over tLhe situation
and deliberated as to whether or not to query CTF 79 in regard to the matter.

At 1943 he directed (a) his heavy shipe (lsss
those assigned to Attack Groups ABLE and BAKER for call fire) to lie to
du ing the night in an area generally south and southeast of the Southern
Trsnsp rt Area and inside the transport screen, (b) COMDESRON FIFTY-SIX to
vt=pat . n one destroyer Lo cover the mouth of the Cadacan River near Abuyog
agai st pos: ble enemy torpedo boat activity, the remaining destroyers
‘mxecpt ti~  assigned for call fire) and SAN CARLOS to lie to in an area
. inpe scu. ast of the outer transport screen, #nd (c) all ships to be on
the lert .parns’ a.tacks coming from the south,

«  TAct u H-.or COLUMBIA, Bombordment Report, Leyte Islamd, October 17th
. 944  Serial 012, November 1lst, 1944,
fsticn fasor ©TU 79.11.1 (COMDESRON 48), Leyte Gulf, October 20th -
e, 18 &, oerial 080, October 30th, 1%44.
~a% (PP 79 { @vsl Gunt vs Control Net) Voice Radic Message 1830/1 October
813 Ee s TF © -
eR# CPF 7Y ALtack Plar to. A304-44, No Serial, October 2nd, 1944.
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CTG 79.11

W Cctober 20th

Accordingly, the fire support ships operated as
indicated above during the night. The only enemy activity, aside fraa that
on the ground, in opposition to the landings occurred at about dusk when
aumerous bogeys were reported im the vicinity, a mumber of which were fired
upon with negative results,*

(2) Operations of CIG 79.11, Cctober 20th.

CTG 79.11 (COMDESRON FIFTY-FOUR) had been
directed by CIF 79 to screen TF 79 in Leyte Gulf, In this sams directive,
he, as well a8 his subordimate commanders (COMDESRON's FORTY-EIGHT and FORTY~-
NINE), were advised to mske this screening plan effective upon the arrival
of the trensports in the transport area. Therafore, at 0722 the units of
TG 79.11 proceeded to assigned stations (Plate VIII; as followsgest

(a) Stations One to Seven inclusiva, units of
DESRON FIFTY-FQUR as follows:

(1) Stations One and Two, but to asaward of
Area SWEEP -~ McNAIR and MERTZ,

(2) Station Three - MELVIN.

(3) Stations Four to Seven inclusive -
McGOWAN, REMEY, MONSSEN and McDERMUT in that order,is#

(b) Stations Nine to Eighteen inclusive units of
DESRON FORTY-EIGHT (TU 79.11.1), as follows:®x

(1) Stations : ine to Tnirteen inclusive -
KIDD, CHANNING, ABBOT, GANSEVOORT, and HALE in that order,wwwxs

(2) Stations Fourteen to Eighteen inclusive --
ERBEN, WALKER, BLACK and BRAINE, but exact stations, nct fully known.

* Action Repori. CALIFORNIA, Participation in Operations off Island of
Leyte, P.I., tvtober 19th ~ 24th, 1944, Serial 0025, November 8th,
1944; alsc Action Report COLUMBIA, Banbardment Report, Leyte Isiznd,
October 17th - 24th, 1944, Serial 012, November lst, 1944; Action
Report LOUISVILLE, Seizure and Occupation of Leyte Area, October 17th-
24th, 1944, Serial OOL4, November lst, 194L; War Diary SCHROEDER,
October 20th, 1944; War Diary PORTLAND, October 20th, 1944.

i Action Report COMDESHON 48 (CTU 79.11.1), leyte Gulf, Philippine
Islands, October 20th - 24th, 1944, Serial 0800, October 20th, 1944.

LE b Action Report COMDESRON 54 (CTG 79,11), Atteck on Leyte Island,
Central Philippines, October 20th - 24th, 1944, Serial 059, November
12th, 1944.

RAAR OTF 79 Attack Plan A30L-44, October 2nd, 1944, Annex "I7.

ww#ux  Action Report and War Diaries of the ships concerned.
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CORPLRNTFA October 20th

{¢) Stations Nineteen to Twenty-Six inclusive,
units of DESRON FORTY~-.'INE {fU ‘7y,11.2), as follows:#

HALLIGAN, TWIGGS, HARADEN, SPROSTON, PICKING,
ISHERWOOD; MasDONOHGH, and GCHARLES J. BADGER in that order %%

(d) Radar Picket Station Number Two (sometimes
listed as Screening Station No. 8) was occupied by the WICKES.*

* * #*

The above shows that the basic plan provided for
three screens (1) the outermost to be maintained by DESRON FIFTY-FOUR (2)
the intermediste to be maintained by DESRON FORTY-EIGHT and (3) the inner to
be mainteined by DESRON FORTY-NINE, No difficulty was encountered in
maintaining the vutermost screen, However, due to the necessity for
providing destroyers from both DESRON FORTY-EIGHT and DESRON FORTY-NINE for
FS missions it was not poszible at all times to maintain the intermediate
screen, Thererore, it was considered more advisable to maintain the inner
screen with about twelve destroyers than to sacrifice inner protection in
order to maintain the intermediate screen. COMDESRON FCRTY-NINE (CTU 79.11.2)
as the senior officer took active charge of the disposition of ships in the
inner screen and maintained this control for about tour and one half days,
Although he succeeded in general in maintaining the changing twelve ship
screen throughout these days he had ne perranency of detail and therefore
the compositiun of the screen was repeatedly changing., This was because
the ships of the screen were being constantly ordered by CTF 79 to various
irdependent assignments, #ses

In general the inner screen then was composed
of the ships of DESRONs FORTY-KIGHT and FORTY-NINE although, o occasions,
the screen was reinforced by ships of DESRON FIFTY-SIX and even by APD's
and DMS's,

Because of this ihe screens will be dropped
as independent units ju this study and will be referred to only in relation
to the opsrations of other commanders ami aotably of CTF 79.

(d) Operations of CTC 70.1 (Motor Torpedo Boat
Group), October “Oth,

CTG 70.1 continued without incident toward Leyte
Gulf along Route SHEARWATEK and a*t 2400 waa bearing 110°(T), distant
seventy miloss from the entrance.

i CT¥ 79 Attack Plan A304-44, October 2nd, 1944, annex "IV,

e fction Report and War Diaries of the ships concerned,

W2 Action Report CTU 79.11.2, Report on the Assault on Leyte [sland,
Philippires, Serial Ol.1, October 30th, 1944,
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cT® 7.
October Xth

(b) Sutwerine Force, SEVENTH Fleet.

(1) Opera.ion= of CIF 71 {Submarines, West Ansiralia)
October 20th, 1944 (Plaves 1X, X, LT, XI1, X1IT).

The subwarines of TF 71 cpersted r>-mally. CTF 71 gave
no new instructions to any of his command wnich would make any important 1
change in the general ovsrsll deplowuant fur this day, and t erefore the ;
comments mads in Voluws I* concertdsng the inadequacy of the S(WESPAC sub- ;
marine deployment to accomplish sdequately the »usignsd objectives still :
obtained, but with grestar forvyu beciuse of ths fact that as will be shown :
late~ (s} som: of the sulmarines were not on s.atica and (b) scme had al-
ready ret.iied without replaceasent, No contacts of unusual importancs were
made, wl“hough Japanese aircreft on patrci were observed by suosarines
operatiug off central Luzon,

v e S a4 .,ﬁ_- - i?

{t may stem surprising tut, if any credente can be
givea to his War Diary, UTF 771 was either not sntirely familiur with tne
above facts, or chose to ignore thex. In suport of this view it seens
wise, at this poini, to quote from hic War Diary ac to th2 lucatlon of his

submarines on U-day ¥*

n(a) ~dD, out of torpedees, but re.a: aned for reconnais~
sance patrol north of Lingayen CGulf.

4
1 *(b) BREAM and GJ"TARRO covering west and northwest
approaches to Manila,

n(c) ANGLER and BLUEGILL wovering southwest appreaches
to Manila and Verde Island Passage.

»(d) ROCK and BERGALL patrolling on 1ine betwaen Cape
Varells and northwest corner of Dangerous Ground.

n{e) DARTER covering southern entrance Palawan Passage
and DACK covering western approaches Balabac Strait.

() HAMMERHEAD covering southwest apprcaches Brunet
Pay, GURNARD, en route same ared, in vicinity Great Nstoena Island.

#{g) LAPON east of Coron Bay. RATTH goutnbound in
Sulu Sea.

“{n) PADDLE assigned Belikpapan 1ifeguard, patrolling
between Cape Mangkalihat and vorth Watcbher when not ao engaged.

* Volwme 1, Battle for Leyte Gulf (NavPers 91973) Naval War College, 1953,

Chapter 11{e) 2(b), Pages 80-81.
w%  Wuor Dlary CTF 71, Qutiober 1944,
; 1 in Support of XING 11 (Leyte) Ocztober 9th -
¥ 0032%, Novembter 17th, 194k.

Summary of Operstions of susaripes TF
27th, 1944, Serial
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| CTF 71
COV_LUBWRAL Octcer 20th

n 1) BATPISH northbov A4 in Makasasar Strait headed for
patrol eastern Sulu Sea.

#{j) HMS T'NTIVY patrolling lower Makassar Strait; HM3
STOIC pa.rolling Java Sea, arnd HMS STORM patiolling sast of Saleier Strait.
HMS L RLAR patiulling souviliern apprcaches Sunda Strait.

What sre tus facts? The fucts are "pPlate IX" that, of
ths abov. stations, only (c) ANGLER and HLUEGILL, (d) ROCK and BIUALL,
(£ HAMMEHEAD #1d GURNARD, (g) LAPON and RATON, (h) PADDLE, and (3
TANLIVY, *"OIC, STORM ay.. SIRDAR, were correct. The other staticns: (a)
con, (b) "TEAM and GUITARRO, (e) LARTER and LACE, and (1) BATFISH, wors
iy .orrecl, and the BON.FISH, which was off NW Luzon, was nwi mentioned at
211. Astually, (1) ths €OD, ax shown on Diagram P, w3 well south of
Lingayen Guly 4and more nearly in the vicinity of Subic Bay, whereas the
uONEFISY was in the station listed as being occupied by the COD, {2) the
BAEAM a \d GUITARRC were at midnight (0000 October 20th) in tne southern
< \du Sea at which time the BREAM was 480 miles {rom her station off Manila,
a1d the GUITARRO, which was to the gouthward of the BREAM, was just transit-
ing Sibutu ¥ ssag~, 3) the DARTER, which, rather than the DACE, was
assigned the patrol of Balabac Strait, had departed Balabac Scrait for a
rendezvous with the DACE in central Palawan Passage and at midnight (0000
October 20th; was about eighty miles to the northward of her assigned
station, {(Diagram B, also Plate 1X). At this time the Japanese #IRST
S*riking Force was but 245 miles to the westward (Diagram B) and (4) the
BATFISH, instead of being in Makassar Strait, was just entering the Flores
Sea and, instead of being en route patrol the Sulu Sea, was on route to
A8, *

Why was this so? The answer scems to have been that (a)
the statisus i1naicated in tue War Diary were, in general, the stations
origiually repcrted to CTF 77 (Commander Central Philippines Atiack Force)
as those tich his submarines would occupy for the period October L5th -
25th,#% (b) CTF 71, except for winor modifications, appears to have con-
sidered that these stations were, ipso facto, so occupied whether or not it
was huranly posgsible for some of his submarines to arrive on schedule
(Plate X), (c) several submarines notably RAY and RATON had retired from the
ares with. . replacement and without conducting the planned patrols as
regards the auration,®## and (d) several other submarines, notably the
DAMTER and the UACE, which we>e in northern Palawan Passage where Lhey were
searchiirg for me;chant shipping, were not on station, Bt ¥

~TG 71.1 Dispatch 181122 October 1944 to ALl Submarines.

it (I¥ 71 Dispatch 101426 October 1944 to COMYTHFLT ard COMSOWESFAC.

# % War Patrol Report HAY, Report of &6TH War Patrol, Serial 018, December
8th, 1944; War Patrol Report RATON, Report of 6TH War Patrol, No
Serial, December lst, 19Lk.

4%  wWar Patro! Report DARTER, ueport of 4TI War Patrol, Serial 020,

Nevember 5th, 194&: War pPatrol Heport DACE, Report of STH War Patrol

Sayial 09, November &th, 1944.
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CTF 71
October 20th

There were three coordinated attack groups (wolf
packs)., These were the BREAM and GUITARRO, the BLUEGILL and ANGLER, and
the DACE and DARTER. As pointed out above, the BREAM and GUITARRO had not
&3 yet arrived on station but, instead, were proceeding independently to
their ststions,

IT SEEMS WELL AT THIS Ti¥E TGO POINT OUT THAT THLS
PRACTICE, WHICH WAS IN VOGUE IN SOWESPAC, OF HAVING THE SUBMARINES, WHICH
WERE TO C(MPRISE A COOBRDINATED ATTACK GHOUP (WOLF PACK), PROCEED TO THE
DESIGNATED AREA INDEPENDENTLY, AND NOT FORM THE ATTACK GROUP UNTIL THEIR
ARRIVAL IN THE AREA, DIFFERED MATERIALLY FROM THE PRACTICE IN SUBPAC. THE
SUBPAC SUBMARINES PROCEEDED INDEPERDENTLY O A DESIGNATED RENDEZVOUS, WHICH
RENDEZVOUS WAS IN RELATIVELY SAFE, WATERS, AND THENCE PRO.EEDED ”dWlRD THE
DESIGNATED AREA AS A COORDINATED ATTACK GROUP (WOLF PACK). CERTAINLY, OTHER
THINGS BEING EQUAL, THE SUBPAC PRACTICE WAS CLEARLY THE BETTER PRACTICL.
WHY, THEN, WAS THIS LATTER PRACTICE NOT FOLLOWED IN SOWESPAC? WHILE THE
ANSNERS ARE HOT ENTIRELY APPARENT, EXPERIENCED SOWESPAC SUBMARINE OFFICERS
STATE THAT AMONG THEM MUST BE INCLUDED THE FACT THAT THESE SUBMARINES PRIOR
TO ARRIVING IN THEIR DESIGNATED AREAS, WERE FORCED (A) TO TRANSIT ENEMY
WATERS FOR LONG DISTANCES (B) TO PASS THROUGH NARROW, SHALLOW AND RESTRICTED
WATERS IN SEVERAL PLACES WHERE THEY WERE WELL WITHIN RANGE OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT
(C) SINCE EACH SOWESPAC SUBMARINE COMMANDING OFFICER HAD HIS OWN PREFERRED
MFTHOD OF PASSING THROUGH SUCH DANGEROUS WATERS, IT WAS CONSIDERED ADVISABLE
TO PERMIT HIM TO PROCEED INDEPENDENTLY, AND (D) SIMILIAR CONDITIONS DID NQT
OBTAIN IN GENERAL IN SUBPAC.

CTF 71 was awure of the fact that the Allied main
landings were to occur this day on Leyte Island. He does not appear to
have issued any instructions thereon to his command, presumably in order to
maintain security.

During the forencon he issued information and
inatructions as follows: (a) at 0024 he informed the TANTIVY that a plane
had repcrted meny large ships stationary in a bay (Lat tude O4° - 02'3,
Longitude 119° - 37'E) at 1300 on the preceding day,* and (b) as CTG 71.1,
he advised the Commanding Officer, STOIC at 1156 that (1) since the
ZWAARDVISCH had departed Area k-8, that area was available to him, and (2)
the TANTALUS woulid eater his area en route patrol station on October 23rd,
which day was the scheduled departure date for the STQIC.##

At 1446 he ruceived a dispatch from CIF 17 to the
effect that (a) the COBIA wuuld pass to CTF 71 at 1800 October 218t in the
vicinity of Latitude 18° - 30'N, Longitude 118° - 00'E, and, f~om there on,
would be operating under CTF 71's dispatch 193147, and (b} (1) the BARBEL
was out ~f torpedoes and, since she required fuel, he planned to send her
to Saipi - for fuel, torpedoes amdl any vital repairs prior tc¢ seruing her to

% CTF 71 Dispatch 19152, Getcber 1944 to TG 71.7 2:1.71
= CTG 71.1 Dispatch 200256 Ustober 1944 to TG 71.1, ’i‘G TL.T, TRL/2.
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CIF 71
October th

Fremantle for refit, (2) he bslieved the BARBEL ghould be capable of
approxinttely ten days patrol en route and therefors he requested patrol
instructions for her.*

Since this dispatch was highly cooperative and indicated
& clear appreciation of the neceasity for employing submarines to the
fullest whenever practicable, it seems likely that CTF 71 received this
dispatch with satisfaction and commyrced estimating the situation to
determine where the BARBEL inight best be employed during the ten days in
question. Of course, he realized that she would not be available immediate-~
ly as the time required for the voyage to Saipan, the delay there for
needed repairs, and the time required to returmn to the SOWESPAC area would
likely he a matter of several weeks.

At 1712 he inforwed all submarines SEVENTHFLT that
submarines on patrol had recently reported there had besen three battery
explosions of Mark 18 torpedoes in the tubes, due to the concentration of
hydrogen, and prescribed certain technical remedial measures to be
observed, #*

During the afternoon and early ovening he issued infor-
mation and instructions as follows: (a) aa CTG 71.1 he advised his command
at 1211 that the CERO (of TF 72) on a special mission was routed through
SOWESPAC area passing through Sibutu Passage, Mindoro Strait amd north
along Longitude 119° - OO'E to Area A-2 where she was scheduled to arrive
on October 25th,%* (b) advised CTF 17 at 1651 that (1) BONEFISH wculd
shift his Op-control to hir at 0900 October 2lst, (2) COD would shift his
Op~control at 2100 October 26th in Latitude 18° — 30'N, Longitude 120° .
00'E, and (3) both had bsen instructed in the CIF 17 procedures relating
thereto,*##% (¢} at 1808 he advised the Naval Ofi'icer-in-Charge Fremantle
and the Air Officer Commanding Western Australia that, upon completion of
exercises in submarine Exercise Area ABLE at about midnight, the submarines
HAKE and GROWLER would proceed northwaerd,#6a* and (d) at 1924 he (1)
advised the PADDLE that, although his information therecn was meager, he
knew that air strikes on Balikpapan were planned for October 23rd and 27th
and he planned to order her home as soon as possible after Nctober 27th,
{2) directed her when nct on lifeguard duty to conduct her patrol between
Cape Mangkalibat and North Watcher Island ,#%-i®

WHAT ACTION HE TOMK IN Thr MATTER OF A LACK OF INFOR-
MATION REGARDING AIR STRIKESIN THE BALIKPAPAN ARFA IS NOT KNOWN. IT SEEMS
CLEAR, HOWEVHER, FROM THIS DISPATCH THAT HE TOMK LITTLE, IF ANY ACTION. IF

0 €TF 17 Dispatch 200233 Octobor 1944 to CIF 71, info CINGPAC, CIF 77,
COM7THFLT,

it COMSUBS?THFLT Dispatch 200812 October 1944 to U.S. Submarines [™ieL?,
info COMSUBHONS 12, 16, 18, and CTF 72,

i CTG 71,1 Dispatch 200311 October 1944 to TG 71.1 (CERO).

R CP¥ 71 Disvatch 200751 Octobsr 1944 Lo OTF 7, info UINCPAC, CTF 72,
CM "THFLT.

Rt CTF 71 Dispetch 200808 October 1944 to NOIC Frementle, AOU WA.

gunga®  OTF 71 Ulspateh 201024 October 1944 o CTG V1.1 (PADDLE) .
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CTF 71
CONFIARNIAL October 20th -

THIS WAS SO IT WAS UMVISE FOR NO COMMABDING OFFICER CAM BE EXPECTED TO
PERFORM LIFEGUARD DUTIES EFFICIENTLY IF HE IS NOT SUPPLIED WITH ADEQUATE
INFORMATION THEREON. IN THIS CONNECTION, PRESENT DAY INSTRUCTIONS (1957)
STATE, AMONG OTHER THINCS, THAT REQUESTS FOR LXFEGUARD DUTIES SHOULD

INCLUDE (A) PLANNED DATE OR DATES OF MISSION, (B) SSTIMATED TIME SCHEDULE OF
FLIGHTS, (C) TYPE OF AIRCRAPT INVOLVED, (D) PRIMARY AND ALTERNATE TARGETS,
(E) ROUTES TC BE FLOWN TO AND FROM TARGETS, AND (F) RADIO CALLS OF FLIGHT
LEADERS (EXCEPT FOR LARGE SCALE FLIGHTS).* .

TR T RN S e B e

At 2037, realizing that the date of the BARBEL's return
from Saipan was indeterminate, he replied to CTF 17 to the effect that the
BARBEL, upon passing the Op-Control position (where she passed tc the con-
trol of CIF 71), Latitude 18° - 30'N, Longitude 118° - QO'E, (a) was to
proceed to Area A-7 (Which area was bounded by Latitudes 140 - 15N and
16° ~ 30'N and Longitudes 118° - 0O'E and 115° - OO'E), and (b) at davk on
the tenth day after passing to CTF 71 was to proceed to Fremantlew* as
instructed in CTP 71's 191147 October 194, %

At 2051 he advised CTG 30.1#%## that at 0900 the
following morning his submarines would be patrolling as follows: (a) the
CCD, BREAM, GUITARRO, ANGLER, BLUEGILL off west Luzon; (b) the ROCK and
BERGAIL west of Dangerous Ground; (c) the DACE and DARTER west of Balabac
Strait; (d) the HAMMERHEAD and GURNARD off northwest Borneo; (e) the RATON
and LAFON southbound in the Sulu Sea; (f) the STOIC in the Java Sea; (g)
the PADDLE and TANTIVY in Makassar Strait; (h) the STORM in the Flores Sea;
(1) the SIRDAR south of Sunda Strait; (3) the ZWAARDV1SCH southbound south
of Lowbok Strait; (k) the BATFISH northbound through Makassar Strait; (1)
the TANTALUS northbound in Latitude 15° - 00'S, Longitude 1140 — L5'E, s

IT SHOULD BE CLEAR FROM THE DISCUSSION GIVEN PREVIOUSLY
CONCERNING THE LOCATION OF TF 71 SUBMARINES THAT THIS DISPATCH SHOWS A
SIMILAR LACK OF CORRECT INFORMATION.

At about 2100 he received a dispatch from the Comuand ing
Officer BLUXGILL that he had expended his torpedoes in an aboitive attack
against at least two cargo ships and one subchaser skirting Cape Calavite
on course ZLO°(T), spesed ten knots, and that his fuel on board was 43,000
gallons , M

L] Submarine Operations (NWP 23), Departmeni of the Navy, Office of
the Chief of Navel Cperations, 1953, Paragraph 961(a).

Ll CTF 71 Dispatc! 201137 Octcber 1944 to CIF 17, info CTF 72,
CMTTRFLT.

i CTF 71 Dispatch 191147 October 1944 to CTF 17, L.55 CTF 72,
COMTTHFLT.

it TG 30.1 was the Flagship Group 3RDFLT, commended by Captain Cari F.

Holden, UGuN.

wwnwk  CTF 71 Dispatch 201151 October 1944, to OTG 30.1.

#hanwx  War Diary CTF 71, Octobsr 20th, 1944; also War Patrol Repo:i
HLUEGILL, Peport of 31D War Paurcl, Serial 039, November 25th 19l
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CiF 71
CORPERENEEA~ CGctober 23th

During the night and until midnight he issued infor-
mation and instructions as follows:

{a) At 2201 he advised (1) the HAMMERHEAD, that the
GURNARD was assigned patrol areas Di and D7 and (2) the GURNARD, that
the HAMMERHEAD was reconnoitering off Brunei Bay,.#

{b) At 2213, as CTG 71.1, he notifjed his task groups
that the HAKE and the GROWLER had departed Fremantls on this day en route
Area Al where they would form a wolf pack with the HARDHEAD, and gave the
route via Exmouth Gulf, Lombok arnd Makassar Straits, Sibutu Passage and
Mindoro Strait,®* ‘

(¢) At 2343 he (a) cancelled his dispatch orders to
CTG 71.5 (Commander Advance Base Group ABLE) based at Mios Woendi, to make
voyage repairs there on the RAY for her further movement to Pearl Harbor
and (b) directed that ccmmander to complet: the repairs at Mios Woendi and
to return the RAY to patrol.¥t#

Finally, since on the previous day he had issued two
orders to ths lifeguard submarines and had issued additional instructions to
them he knew that the BONEFISH, COD and LAPON had completed, as of sunset,
their lifeguard assignments and that he would have only three submarines
left on lifeguard duty. One of these was the PADDLE, which as pointed cut
previously, wus to conduct lifeguard duties in Makassar Strait on a*t least
October 23rd and October 27th. The other two were the ROCK and BERGALL,
which had been directed to act, in a sense, as lifeguards for the China-
based planes searching the seaareas to the northward of their patrol line.isos
He did not know that just before midnight these two submarines had departed
this arva and had headed toward the sea areas south of Saigon.

The operations of ithe summarines in this volume will
generally be discussed as groups assigned to a particuiar area or as in-
dividual submarines depending on which arrangement appears the more
desirable. They will be discussed caronologically as presented in CTF 7l's
dispatech of October 10th. wherein he advised COMSEVENTHFLT as to the nlanned
disposition of TF 71 submarines, as discussed in Voluse I of this analysis
and as shown on Plate X. However, submarines operating in areas south of the
Java Sea such as the SIHDAR, which was operating in Sunda Strait, and the
submarines which had broken down, such as the RAY, which was approaching Mios
Woendi for repairs, will not normally be included. Contacts on shipping will

be indicated only if important -- in general, over %00 tons.

x CTF 71 Dispateh 201301 Oct-ber 944 to 4G 71.1 (GURNARDL, HAMMERHEAD).
ol CTG '71.) Dispatch 2013173 Octcher 1944 to TG's 71.), 71.7, Z41/..

AR CTE 71 Dispateh 2014473 October 1944 to CTG 71,5, info COMINCH,

CINCPAC, COM7THRLT.
man® OTR 71 Dispatch 160656 October 1944 to TG 71.1, Z4l.
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In discussing the subwarine operations the feollowing
considoratious have heen guiding factors:
(1) Erfective average contact ranges .
(8 On indeperdent merchant ships.
{1) Radar,
" (a) Surface - six miles.
(b} Submergad - none. ,
‘%
(2) Periscope - {ive miley, i
{1) Sonar -~ QB/JK twoe and one~hall miles. JF %
three and three-quarter miles. 3
| , :
(b) On escorted combatant ships, "
3
(1) Radar. ;
{
(a} Surface - ten nilus. !
(b) Submerged - none. '
{2) Periscope -~ six miles.
(3) uonar - QB/IK five and soowhalf miles. P
seven and one-halt ailes.
(2} tasic instructient by dispatch:
{(2) AL 0052 Dctober 11th al: submarines of SOWBSVAC
were directed as follows:
Krenta next. fifteen 4ays weeasitate that you do
not depart assigned 8reas without giving us prior notice. Some ad justments
of areas and axtensions of patrol will probably be nsceslary. Those now
en route home, keep on coming ., W#
{b) This was followed al:
(1) 1418 October 1ith by instiructiong Lo RAY,
info others, which i