VOW OF SEEING BALD HEAD OF A PORTER


There was a religious minded merchant.  He had a son impudent and mischievous by nature.  He hardly knew anything about the religion.  He never visited temples nor monasteries nor listened to the words of wisdom preached by his parents.


Once a saint visited his town.  Many people assembled around the saint to listen to his sermons.  The merchant also went there along with his son.  When all left the place the merchant said, “Oh great one, preach to my son, so that we will secure his welfare.  He doesn’t try to follow any of our advice.”


The saint preached to the boy and insisted that the boy take up a vow.  The impudent boy said, “I can’t take any serious vow but I can take a vow that I would eat my food only after I see potter’s bald head.”


The saint said, “Well, this is very good.  But maintain your vow properly.”


The potter sat regularly at some usual place to make the clay-pots.  His head could be seen from the merchant’s house when he raised it a little.  The vow was easy to maintain and the saint left the town.


Merchant’s son ate food only after seeing the potter’s bald head.  One day he did not see the potter.  He went to the potter’s house and asked his wife, “Where is the potter ?”  The Potteress said, “Potter left early for digging out clay and has not returned.  I am also waiting for him.  He should soon return.”


The Merchant’s son was very hungry and could not wait for the potter.  He left the village in haste and walked to the place where the potter dug his clay.


The potter while digging found a coffer full of golden coins.  He was overjoyed to find this sudden gain of wealth to remove his poverty.  He covered the coffer with clay and continued digging further to find more such coffers.  He was perspiring and he laid his turban aside.


Now the merchant’s son approached the spot to have a glimpse of the potter’s bald head from a distance.  He was glad and he cried, “I saw it, I saw it.”


Hearing these words, the potter suspected that the merchant’s son had spied the coffer full of gold.  With some nervousness and to avoid all troubles on the spot he called aloud, “Sir, come here, and let us share what you saw.”


Merchant’s son, a shrewd business man realized the situation at once and said, “Potter, we cannot keep all of it. To avoid troubles we should give something to the state officer.”


The potter told him to be quiet. He told him not to worry about anyone else and just to share between themselves.  Both of them became wealthy.


The merchant’s son thought, “I accepted a small vow merely as a joke and I am rewarded.  Certainly great rewards can be reaped by accepting bigger vows with proper understanding.  I will certainly take bigger vows from the saint if he comes back.”


After sometime the saint moving from place to place came back to his town. The merchant’s son narrated the entire incident to the saint.  He asked the saint to give him bigger vows.  Then the saint said, “The most excellent are the five great vows.  By observing these great vows unflinchingly the man acquires eternal happiness.”


The merchant’s son accepted five great vows and having observed them unflinchingly attained godly state in the twelfth heaven.





MORAL LESSON:


Taking and keeping vows help a person strengthen his will power.  Such vows also bring discipline in one’s life. If a person observes the five great vows of Jainism, one can acquire eternal or everlasting happiness.


