
ON RETURNING TO EDINBURGH AFTER LONG EXILE

A dead Vesuvius th is  c it y ,  
sooty, b ib!e-b lack with age.
The remnants of a cap ita l 
gashed to death with motorways.

B1rdl1ke the workers have departed. 
Carparks and o ffic e  blocks 
m utilate a bourgeois sk y lin e .
The heart is  one great to u r is t  shop.

I sleep and see the work-grey faces 
in the churning tw ilig h t s tre e t.
Hear the dockers' morning tramcar 
on i t s  long haul down to Le ith .

Hear men s in g in g , cu rsing, stamping, 
on the sand flo o r of the pub 
while old Andy bashes the piano 
who ran a backstreet poker club.

I wore baggy shorts and braces, 
ate gobstoppers, was never bored.
Talked Scots and socia lism  1n the a lle y s  
and tossed my cap at Easter Road.

I wake and find  they have departed, 
and I don't know where they've a l l  gone. 
Whenever the TV stops I t s  chatter 
I stare at my s ile n t  telephone.

A dead Vesuvius th is  c it y .
The grey concrete doesn't s in g , 
and the poets' s i le n t ,  unread volumes 
grow yellow  on the sh e lf 1n T h in 's .

Colin  Mackay
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JULES VERNE AND EDINBURGH

This t i t le  may seem su p ris in g , lin k in g  as i t  does 
the Capital C ity  with the author of Journey to the 
Centre of the Earth, 20000 Leagues Under the Sea, 
Around the World in Eighty Days, The Mysterious 
Island and From the Earth to the Moon. I t  is  not 
generally known that Scotland was considered by 
Ju le s  Verne (1828-1905) as h is s p ir itu a l home, was 
the f i r s t  foreign country he v is it e d , and provided 
the settin g  fo r two of h is books. Indeed Scotland 
was "in  h is blood": the f i r s t  part of Verne's 
mother's maiden name, A llo tte  de la  Fuÿe, comes 
from a Sco ttish  archer ca lled  A llo t t ,  who had 
emigrated from Scotland in 1462 to jo in  Louis X I 's  
Scottish  Guard, and did so well fo r him self that 
he earned the r ig h t to keep a " fu ie " , a dovecote, 
plus a "de" in h is name. As fo r h is fa th e r 's  s id e , 
"verne" means "alder" in Breton, and whether or not 
th is  is  the real o rig in  of the name, Ju le s  Verne's 
b irth  and upbringing in Nantes in Britanny 
encouraged him to think i t  was, and to consider 
him self a pure "C e lt" , and to id e n tify  with the at 
le ast 200 "C e lt ic "  characters in  h is novels.

In 1859, four years before publishing h is f i r s t  
novel, Five Weeks in a Balloon, Verne was l iv in g  in 
cramped conditions in the Latin  Quarter with his 
pregnant wife and two step-daughters, when a 
musician friend ca lle d  A r is t id e  Hignard invited  him 
to come on a free t r ip  to B rita in  on h is yacht.
Verne was overjoyed; the two sa ile d  to Edinburgh, 
Liverpool and London (where he saw the Great Eastern 
being b u i lt ) ,  and Verne wrote up in h is notes as 
Voyage en Angleterre et en Ecosse ("Journey to 
Engl and and Scotland").

The parts on Edinburgh are read ily  acce ssib le , as 
as Verne transcribed them, more or le ss  wholesale, 
in the f i r s t  of h is  Scottish  novels, Les Indes



Noires (1877), translated as Child  of the Cavern. 
"The Black Indies" -  a reference to England's 
other Empire, under the Sco ttish  s o il -  i s  about 
a fam ily l iv in g  underground in  a disused coal
mine, the new seam they stumble on, mysterious 
acts of sabotage, a g ir l  ca lled  Nell they find 
who has never been above ground and who speaks 
nothing but G aelic ( I ) ,  and th e ir  e ffo rts  to 
re-educate her, obstructed by interventions o f the 
" s p ir it "  of the mine, who turns out at the end to 
be her grandfather, previously sacked from the 
mine. The o rig in a l plan fo r the book was pure 
science f ic t io n ,  invo lv ing a "p a ra lle l world” 
stretch ing under the whole of B r ita in , inhabited 
by the working c la ss  (twenty years before an 
id e n tica l idea in H.G. W ells's The Time Machine) ;  
but h is ed ito r d is lik e d  the idea, and Verne f e l l  
back on the theme of the exhaustion o f energy 
sources, i t s e l f  well ahead of i t s  time.

The f i r s t  chapter opens with a le t te r  addressed 
to "Mr J .R .  S ta rr , Engineer, 30 Canongate, 
Edinburgh", and describes S ta rr 's  journey to the 
mine, v ia  Holyrood, the inn where S co tt1* Waverley 
stayed, the Prison with i t s  su n d ia l, John Knox's 
House, the Bridges, the "General Railway" Statio n , 
and Newhaven ("a pretty f ish in g  v illa g e "  with a 
chain p ie r ) ,  where he embarks on the Prince of 
Wales, sees the "snowy peaks o f the Grampians" 
from Queensferry ( ! ) ,  lands at Crombie Point, and 
from there tra v e ls  to Callander.

The action comes back to Edinburgh towards the end 
of the novel, fo r N e ll's  f i r s t  experience above 
ground is  to climb Arthur's seat: a fte r landing 
at Granton by n igh t, the Child  of the Cavern, her 
future husband and the chaperone (in  real l i f e ,  
"Miss Amelia", Verne and Hi gnard) go past Cal ton 
H il l  with i t s  Observatory and Monument to Nelson, 
along Regent S tre e t, and then past the Canongate

Church. Nell i s  introduced to the h isto ry  of 
Scotland by seeing the Palace o f Holyrood ("a 
large country-house which looked as i f  i t s  feudal 
appearance had been maintained through a whim of 
i t s  owner"), the Abbey o f Holyrood, Sa lisb u ry  
Crags, and the road up to the Queen's Park, which 
S ir  Walter Scott claimed to have had b u ilt  "by 
w ritin g  a few lin e s  in a novel".

At su n rise , Nell and her companions see the "green 
ray" -  not another science f ic t io n  idea, but an 
e ffe ct caused by refractio n  o f the r is in g  sun, 
Verne informs us, occurring over the sea in  very 
c le a r conditions, and v is ib le  only to the pure in 
heart . . .  ( The Green Ray w ill  be the t i t le  o f the 
other Sco ttish  novel, set in the West.) The whole 
o f Edinburgh then becomes v is ib le  to N e ll, "the 
newly b u ilt ,  ca re fu lly  1 aid-out New Town, the 
higgledy-piggledy houses and labyrinth ine streets 
of the Old Town. Two h i l l s  dominated Auld-Reekie, 
the Castle c lin g in g  to i t s  basalt outcrop, and 
Cal ton H il l  with tne modern ruins o f a Greek 
monument on i t s  rounded brow. M agnificent tree- 
lined  avenues spread outwards from the cap ita l to 
the countryside. To the North, on the in c is io n  
of the F ir th  o f Forth, the Port o f Le ith  could be 
seen. Even fu rth e r, the harmonious shore of the 
County of F ife  was spread out. A s in g le  road, as 
stra ig h t as the one to P iraeus, jo ined th is  Athens 
of the North to the Sea. To the West stretched 
the fin e  beaches o f Newhaven and Portobello, with 
th e ir  yellow sand tin g in g  the edge of the breakers 
Further out, two or three steam-boats were sending 
fu rry  cones of b lackish  smoke Into the sky ( . . . ) " .  
The three then come down to earth with a hearty 
breakfast at "Lambret's Hotel"; and trave l f in a l ly  
to Loch Lomond on the "Edinburgh and Glasgow 
Railway".

Although Verne's panorama strangely resembles a
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spread-out map, i t  can be concluded that he knows 
his Edinburgh well and that he loves a l l  things 
S co ttish . The in te re st accorded Scotland's 
Capital by one o f her more famous great
grandchildren does honour to both w riter and 
country, and, given the continuing importance of 
the Auld A llia n c e , deserves to be better known.

W illiam Butcher

SEAN HUDSON
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THE KIRK CARE PLAN

Growing old but staying independant, and s t i l l  
l iv in g  r ig h t in the centre of the community, 
amongst fr ie n d s, re la t iv e s  and fa m ilia r  scenes, 
that is  the K irk  Care plan fo r people of 
Stockbridge and other areas when they reach the 
7 0 's and 8 0 's.

On the corner of L e s lie  Place and Deanhaugh 
Street where the old Stockbridge Church once 
stood, now stands the Church tower on i t s  own, 
but round i t  w ill  grow a c lu ste r  of f la t s ,  
homes for our senior c it iz e n s .  I t  w ill  be about 
two years before the f la t s  are ready to be 
occupied, but eventually there w ill  be 26 
one-person f la t s ,  9 two-person f la t s ,
3 three-person apartments, 2 guest rooms fo r 
v is it o r s ,  a communal lounge and a laundry.
The resident warden w ill be in touch by telephone 
both in the o ff ic e  and in th e ir  own home with 
a l l  the f la t s ,  so no one need fee1 iso lated  
in an emergency.

19 of the f la t s  w ill  be under the dispensation 
of Edinburgh D is t r ic t  Council and the other 
19 f la t s  fo r the K irk  Care body to a llo ca te . 
Prospective tenents are not required to belong 
to any denomination or church, the housing is  
being b u ilt  by K irk  Care (an organisation 
started by the Church of Scotland but le g a lly  
seperate) to provide homes fo r people in  th e ir  
la te r  years, so that they can liv e  as part of the 
l i f e  of the place, near to the shops they know, 
the lib ra ry  and the post o ff ic e .  When 
residents look out o f th e ir  windows they w ill 
see, not a blank w a ll, but people they know 
going about th e ir  d a ily  l iv e s .

And the Church tower w ill  continue to stand as


