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KOREA: "DEAR JOSEPH VISSARTONOVICH" , ( .G

Familiar components meke up the propagan&a asssult leveled againgt the United
States, the United Netions, and the Syngman Rhee Government by Moscow and
Pyongyeng radios, For the first time in monitored broadcasts, Radio Mosaow °

. takes up the oubJect of the U.N. Commisoion--but it continues to overlook

U.N, recoguition of the Seoul Government and the Security Council debate on
admission of Korea to the U,N., Moscow's criticisms of the Commission, like
ite criticisms of Syngmen Rlee and the United States, are echoed and re-
echoed by Radio Pyongyeng, which adheres to familiar patterns of volubility
and emotional tone, Unlike Pyongysng, however, Moscow does not attack

Nationalist China 8 delegatie to the Korean Commiesion.

a. The U, N, Cormission: WNothing good can be expected from the Commisgsion,
says Moacow 1n an 8 February Korean-language commentary--the only monitored
broadcast from Moacow which departs from the previoms pattern of complete
silence on this subject. The Commission 1s charucterized as "unlawful,"” sub..
servient to Amsricen wishes end, like ite predecessor, unpopular. The broad-
cast likens the Commiesion to. Syngman Rhes, who "epent half of hisg life in
America.” "This facl alone" is said to obviate further discussion,

Radio Pyongyang employs sll the,charges'leveled against the Commiesion by
Moscow, but adds one of its own: an attack on the Commission Chalrmen, the
Chinese member. As-in psst weeks, he is reminded of the imminent collapse

of the Kuomintang and warned Lhat the will of "the people" will be victorious
in Kurea as in China, Rsadio Pyongyang slso goes farther than Moscow In

. asgerting repeatedly that Koreans "absolutely denounce" the Commission as

an "imperialiste' tool." This is the refrain of four lengthy ocommentaries
during the week.

Arrival of the Commission ie said-by'PyOngyang to have sroused "more naked
vindictiveneus"” toward North Koreana in the hearta of Syngman Rhee and his
cohorts. The 12 Febvruary dbrosdcast summarizes reports of asttecks perpetrated
noxih of the 38th parallel by troops and police from South Kores and claims
these incidente were errsnged Unvjuatify ths prolonged stay of U.S. troops
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by creating disorder, to turn the attention.of South Koreauns from their
miseries, and to divert the attention of the South Koreens from the "enti-
people aote" of U,N, protected "traitors." The atlempt to pin bleme for
the incidents on the Democratic People's Republic is dismisued as nothing
but a "malicioue, plsmed scheme to realize the plot,"

b. Troop Withdrawals: Continued stay of American troops in South Korea

is explofted by Moscow and Pyongyang to exemplify the "startling'" contrast
between the "peaceful" policies of the USSR snd the "imperislistic™ practices
of the United States. It is also exploited to prove the "insecurity" of the
Synguen Rhee regime and to document the claim that the U.S, in unpopular
in the South; this conclusion i1s arrived at by picturing the uprisings in
the Socuth as expressing opposition to the continued stay of troops.
(Khabsrovek, in Korean, 10 February; Moscow, in Korean, 15 February 19%9)
The uprisings sre als¢ sald to reflect populsr opposition to the U.N, Com-
migsion but both issues ere linked more often then not., (Moscow, in
Japenese, 15 February 1949) : '

Radio Moscow supplements its commentaxries pointing out the imperislistic
nature of fAmerican policy, especielly on the lasue of troop withdrawals,
with brief dispatches reporting Pyongyang accounts of uprisinge in Poen,
Gynsen, Dyandyun, Cheju-do, and Quelpart islend, It slso gives detailed
coverage on tie letter thanking Stalin for withdrawing troops--a letter
allegedly signed by 16,767,630 Koreana, of whom 9,940,000 are aaid to live
south of the 38th psrallel. The letter, reportedly "émbroidered on silk
linen," reached Moacow only "a few days ago" although it was started at the
time Soviet troops were withdrawn,

The letter is reported btriefly by TASS in an English Morae transmission to
Europe of .16 February which reveals that the document was published in all
Moscov papers, . Purthermore, it is given in full in a gimilar tranemission
~-of 15 February and broadcast in the Soviet Home Service on 16 February.
Worded in typically ornate style, the letter reviews Korea's history of
imperialist ‘exploitation and overtly acknowledges Korean's debt of ‘gravitude
to the Soviet Union and Generalissimo Stalin, The entire content is

. synthesized into the first two paragraphs:

'"Déaf Joseph Vissarionovich:

"With a feeling of profound .emotion, the Korean people send this letter
to you, greatest genlus of menkind and savior of the ¥Karean people.
These days, the Korean people wermly pert with the Soviet warriors

who are leaving the boundaries of our homeland.

"Under your leadership, the Soviet Army liberated us from the lengthy

Japanese yoke snd helped us to wet foot on the broad and shining path
~ of & free and happy 1ife. The Korean people express their sincere

gratitude to you, liberator and friend of the Korean people,"
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¢. Unification: Both Moscow and Pyongysng appear to avoid aubstantive
discussion of tae unification of Korea. The subJect is mentioned rarely,

" 1f a8t all the minimal references are confined to the assertion that Korea

will bve unified at some future date under the aegis of the Democratic
People's Republic. No attempt ie made, however, to give any specific idea
of when or how this will take place, _ ‘ ‘

This shadow-boxing characterizes a Feodorov ocmmentary of 15 February.
(Moscow,. in Japenese) The broadcast reports National Assembly -debate on

the question and alleges that the debate wac "forced" by the people of South
Korea who, by rising agsinst Rhee, are demending the withdrawal of troops
and the unification of their country. Mogcow is confident, however, that

"unification will not be brought about by reactionaries 1ike Syngman Rhee _

but by & really democratic Government."

d, Elections for the People's Committees: Moscow and Pyongyang are &s
vague in discudsing the elecltions (o be held in the South as they are in

'discussing unification. Moscow cleima, in a 7 Februvary Koreen-language

commentary surveying the People 8 Aesembly seesion, that elections will be -
scheduled in the South when "conditione" permit. Pyongyang is equally
evasive, elthough preparations for the northern elections are reported in
some detail--including provisions of the electoral law which are reported’
in fgll in broadcasts on 11, 13, and 15 Februaery.

e, What's Wrong With South Korea?: Both Moscow and Pyongyang are explicit

~and repititious in descriding the ills of South Korea, all of which are

attributed directly and unequivocally to Americs's deaire to establish a

colony there. This week, es has beéen tiue in the past, Moscow reports the
imminent "benkruptcy" of the South, (in Korean, 10 and 13 February; in

Indonesian, 15 February 1949) This "chaofic" state of affairs is, as ususl, .. .
contrasted with the proaperoug-state of the North, (Alexandrov, in Korean, - --w-=-.
14 February; Radio Khabarovsk, in Koresn, 14 February 1949) -

Alleged American demands for militerization of South Korea are scrutinized
by Alexandrov in a 9 Februery Korean-lesnguege cormentary, The commentator
dwells at length on plans for '"compulsory conscription" which, he saya, were
drawn up by "frightened" Syngman Rhee under instruction from hie Awerican
masters, Alexandrov argues that the conscrlpted youths will be trained not
for defense but "to smash the democratic movement."

Radio Pyongyang oriticizes American policies.along eoconovmic, socisl, and
l1deological linea, It points to "the people'a" successful frustration of

the "grain plunder" (11 February 1949), to plans for importation of Japan-
produced porcelain plumbing equipment (11 February 1949); and to imperisliste
"wrecking" of Korean culture (9 February 1949), On 10 February, Radio
Pyongyang anclyzes the "traitorous" acts of the Syngman Rhee Government and
concludes that they result from the reactionaries' dosive to pireveat Lo
progreac by "desperaiely" halting the break up of ths old, exploiting class,
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