
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bio-based Plant Nutrient Products:  

Quality Assurance, Marketing, and Regulations
Sunday, October 31, 2004

Co-sponsored by USCC, SSSA-ASA-CSA, USDA

Goal:
Develop recommendations to inform and assist state and federal officials, stakeholders, and other interested parties in understanding the needs, issues, and plans for achieving a Unified Bio-nutrient Product Program.

MODERATOR:
Richard Reynnells


8:00 -8:05

Welcome
Richard Reynnells, USDA/CSREES


8:05 -8:30  

Introduction



Ron Alexander, R. Alexander Associates, Inc.
8:30 – 10:00

Panel:  Challenges Related to Bio-nutrients and Soil Amendments:  Legal and Regulatory Distinctions
8:30 - 8:45

US Composting Council – Compost Industry Perspective



Jim McNelly, Renewable Carbon Management LLC
8:45 - 9:00

AAFPCO – Goal and State of AAFPCO Uniform Soil Act, Fertilizer Industry Perspective


Teresa Crenshaw


9:00 - 9:15

NRCS – National Soil Inventory and Soil Quality Index, USDA & Farm Perspective


Mike Hubbs, USDA, NRCS
9:15 - 9:30

OFRA-OMRI-NOSB-NOTA: Organic Farming & Foods Industry Perspective


Nora Goldstein, Bob Rynk, Ron Alexander and Stu Buckner will define the speaker; Nora will lead

Jim to status chek
9:30 - 9:45

EPA – Environmental Protection & Pollution Prevention Perspective


Looking at EPA procedures, biocide and pesticide use


Paul Sellew, Synagro


9:45 - 10:00

Q&A

10:00 - 10:15

BREAK

10:15 –11:45 
Panel:  Standardization & Testing of Plant Nutrient Products 

(compare methods and standards used for inorganic & bio-based materials)

10:15 - 10: 30

Inorganic Macro and Micro Nutrients


Bob Miller, SSSA
Pat Millner to confirm
10:30 - 10:45

Heavy Metals – Rufus Chaney


10:45 - 11:00

Physical Characteristics & Properties


Wayne Thompson, TX Extension


11:00 - 11:5

Biological Components


Pat Millner



(Stability/Maturity/Microbes/Enzymes)

11:15 - 11:30

Nonspecific growth factors


Scott Subler, Restoration Soils


11:30- 11:45

Q & A

11:45 –1:00 pm
LUNCH (on your own)

1:00 – 2:30 pm
Panel:  Cooperatively Expanding the State Regulatory Framework to Support Marketing and Use of Bio-Based Products 
1:00 - 1:15

USDA & other Federal Agency Perspectives


NOP representative; Richard Matthews suggested


1:15 - 1:30

State Perspective:  Washington; Craig Cogger

Case Studies

1:30 - 1:45

Private sector experience:  Kathy Kellogg-Johnson; 


Jim McNelly contact Kathy or define another speaker

1:45 - 2:00

Texas Environmental Quality Commission; Scott McCoy


2:00 - 2:15

Q & A

2:15 - 2:30

BREAK

2:30 - 2:45

Harmonizing Fertilizer Regulations: Definitions, Labeling, and Terms


Jeff Gage



Jim will work with Jeff to develop handout material

2:45 - 3:00

Facilitated Group Discussion


Jeff Gage


3:00 - 4:30

Workgroups
3:00 - 3:10

Instructions


Richard Reynnells, USDA/CSREES/PAS



Developing Recommendations and an Action Plan to Achieve a Unified Plant Nutrient Product Program


Purpose:
Produce a Position Paper


Prioritized Recommendations part of the proceedings

This portion of the meeting will involve discussions, and ultimately brief written reports and recommendation from Sub-Topic Work Groups.  

Moderators for each group (shown below) will briefly outline the scope of the topic, mention comments/ issues from the poster boards and suggestion boxes, and provide a kick-off issue for discussion.

Participants will be assigned to a workgroup and will identify and discuss additional issues impacting each sub-topic.  

Each group will have one hour to develop a list of action items that address the identified issues and prioritize the top three. The last 45 min will be used to present the sub-topic summary recommendations and action items to the entire workshop, with a final vote by all on the top issues and a record of consensus.   

Workgroup moderators will collect the comments and input from the workshop attendees in follow-up discussions and correspondence; and incorporate them into a final written report to be published (by CSREES, R. Reynnells, within four weeks after the meeting) and distributed to the workshop attendees and stakeholders (who will identify and assemble list of stakeholders, with email and other contacts for distribution of the report).  

The report will also be posted on USCC, USDA, AAFPCO, etc. websites for access. A list of attendees/contributors will be included in the report.

1.
Soil Health & Chemistry Considerations:  


a. Soil Tilth, Structure, Function


Jeff Gage, Moderator



b. Nutrient Accumulation


Rufus Chaney, Moderator


2.
Soil Improvement Recommendations for Inclusion of BioBased Nutrients


Bob Miller;  Moderator 


(Soil Science approaches used to make application rate and other recommendations for crop fertilizers, and adjustments needed for biobased materials; validation of tests)

3.
Agronomic and Economic Use of Macro- & Micro-Nutrients of BioBased Materials


George Savage, Moderator


4.
Development of Regulations for BioBased Product Distribution and Sale – Holly Wescott, Moderator



5.
Alternative Opportunities for Use of BioBased Materials


Rod Tyler, Moderator



(Filters, rain & roof gardens, berms, slope stabilization, further processing, designer composts, etc.)

6.
Equipment Needs for Precision Application of Biobased Products


Bob Rynk, Moderator


(what can be done to ease field distribution and delivery to use sites 

7.
Intra- and Inter-State Transport Issues –  Jim McNelly, Moderator



(what are the impediments and suggestions for overcoming them; examples of what has worked)

8.
Stability/Maturity of BioBased Products –    Pat Millner, Moderator



(Phytotoxicity, what tests work, what needs to be done for validation, acceptance, etc.)
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