
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bio-based Plant Nutrient Products:  

Quality Assurance, Marketing, and Regulations
Sunday, October 31, 2004

Seattle Sheraton Hotel

Seattle, Washington

Co-sponsored by US Composting Council, Tri-Societies (SSSA-ASA-CSA), 

US Department of Agriculture (USDA)

Goal:
Develop recommendations to inform and assist state and federal officials, stakeholders, and other interested parties in understanding the needs, issues, and plans for achieving a Unified Bio-nutrient Product Program.

Moderator

Richard Reynnells, National Program Leader, Animal Production Systems USDA, Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES), Plant and Animal Systems(PAS), Washington, DC 20250-2220

8:00 -8:05

Welcome

Richard Reynnells

8:05 -8:30  

Introduction


Ron Alexander, US Composting Council, R. Alexander Associates, Inc., Apex, NC 27502

8:30 – 10:00

Panel:  Challenges Related to Bio-nutrients and Soil Amendments:  Legal and Regulatory Distinctions

8:30 - 8:45

US Composting Council – Compost Industry Perspective


Jim McNelly, US Composting Council, Chair Legislative and Environmental Affairs Committee, Renewable Carbon Management, St. Cloud, MN 56303

8:45 - 9:00

Relevant Policy Statements and Definitions of the Association of American Plant Food Control Officials (AAPFCO) and Pertinent Law and Rules of the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA)


Michael Norman, AAPFCO Liaison and WSDA Registration Specialist, Washington State Department of Agriculture, Olympia, WA 98504-2560

9:00 - 9:15

Nutrient Management and the Soil Conditioning Index

Michael Hubbs, National Nutrient Management Specialist, USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Washington, DC 20013-2890

9:15 - 9:30

Organic Farming & Foods Industry Perspective

Andrew Stout, Owner, Full Circle Farm, Tilth Producers Co-op, Carnation, WA 98014




9:30 - 9:45

EPA – Environmental Protection & Pollution Prevention Perspective


Looking at EPA procedures, biocide and pesticide use

Paul Sellew, Synagro Technologies, Inc., Carlisle, MA 01741

9:45 - 10:00

Q&A
10:00 - 10:15

BREAK

10:15 –11:45 

Panel:  Standardization & Testing of Plant Nutrient Products (compare methods and standards used for inorganic & bio-based materials)

10:15 - 10: 30

Inorganic Macro and Micro Nutrients

Bob Miller, Soil and Crop Sciences Department, Colorado State University, 


Ft. Collins, CO 80523

10:30 - 10:45

Heavy Metals

Rufus Chaney, USDA, Agricultural Research Service, Beltsville, MD 20705

10:45 - 11:00

Physical Characteristics & Properties

Wayne H. Thompson, Texas Cooperative Extension - Brazoria County 


Angleton, TX  77515, and Frank Shields, Soil Control Laboratory, Watsonville, CA 95076

11:00 - 11:5

Biological Components (Stability/Maturity/Microbes/Enzymes)

Patricia D. Millner, USDA, Agricultural Research Service, Beltsville, MD 20705-2350

11:15 - 11:30

Nonspecific growth factors

Scott Subler, Restoration Soil and Research, LLC, State College, PA 16801

11:30- 11:45

Q & A
11:45 –1:00 pm
LUNCH (on your own)
1:00 – 2:30 pm
Panel:  Cooperatively Expanding the State Regulatory Framework to Support Marketing and Use of Bio-based Products 
1:00 - 1:15

USDA-NOP Implementation: A Certifier and Grower Perspective

Nick Andrews, Oregon Tilth, Inc., Salem, OR 97301

1:15 - 1:30

State Perspective:  Washington 

Holly Wescott, Washington State Department of Ecology, Olympia, WA 98504-7600


Case Studies
1:30 - 1:45


Private Sector Experience


Kathryn Kellogg-Johnson, Kellogg Garden Products, Carson, CA 90745

1:45 - 2:00


State Government


Scott McCoy, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Austin, TX 78711

2:00 - 2:15

Q & A
2:15 - 2:30

BREAK
2:30 - 2:45

Harmonizing Fertilizer Regulations: Definitions, Labeling, and Terms

Jeff Gage, Compost Design Services, Olympia, WA 98502-5454

2:45 - 3:00

Facilitated Group Discussion

Jeff Gage

2:45 - 4:30

Workgroups

2:45 - 2:55

Instructions

Richard Reynnells

Purposes:
1.
Define Prioritized Recommendations as Part of the Proceedings


2.
Produce a Position Paper and an Action Plan to Achieve a Unified Plant Bio-nutrient Product Program

At the on-site registration, participants will be assigned to a sub-topic workgroup, where they will discuss and prioritize recommendations that address the respective sub-topic issue.  The organizing committee and others will develop the position paper and overall action plan from these recommendations and presented papers located in the proceedings.  The final proceedings, position paper, and action plan will be published within four weeks after the meeting, and distributed to the workshop attendees and stakeholders.  Attendees/contributors will be listed in the proceedings.  The report will also be posted on websites (e.g., USCC, USDA, AAFPCO).

Each group will have one hour to develop a list of recommendations that address the identified issues and prioritize the top three. The last 45 min will be used to present the sub-topic summary recommendations to the entire workshop audience, with a final vote by all participants on the top recommendations that define action items and provide a record of consensus.

Work Groups:

1.
Soil Health & Chemistry Considerations: a. Soil Tilth, Structure, Function,  Moderator:  Jeff Gage;  b. Nutrient Accumulation, Moderator:  Rufus Chaney

2.
Soil Improvement Recommendations for Inclusion of Bio-based Nutrients (e.g., soil science approaches used to make application rate and other recommendations for crop fertilizers, and adjustments needed for bio-based materials; validation of tests), Moderator:  Bob Miller

3.
Agronomic and Economic Use of Macro- & Micro-Nutrients of Bio-based Materials, Moderator:  George Savage, Cal-Recovery, Inc., 2454 Stanwell Drive, Concord, CA 94520; T#: 925.356.3700; F#: 925.356.7956; email: gsavage@calrecovery.com; http://www.calrecovery.com/ 

4.
Development of Regulations for Bio-based Product Distribution and Sale, Moderator:  Holly Wescott

5.
Alternative Opportunities for Use of Bio-based Materials (e.g., filters, rain & roof gardens, berms, slope stabilization, further processing, designer composts), Moderator:  Rod Tyler, Filtrexx International, 3541 Grafton Eastern Road, Grafton, OH 44044; T#: 440.926.2607; email: infro@filtrexx.com; www.filtrexx.com 

6.
Equipment Needs for Precision Application of Bio-based Products (what can be done to ease field distribution and delivery to use sites), Moderator:  Bob Rynk, 5741 St. Peters Road, Emmaus, PA 18049; T#: 610.966.9978; email: jplrrynk@juno.com

7.
Intra- and Inter-State Transport Issues (what are the impediments and suggestions for overcoming them; examples of what has worked), Moderator: Jim McNelly

8.
Stability/Maturity of Bio-based Products (e.g., phytotoxicity, what tests work, what needs to be done for validation, acceptance, etc.), Moderator:  Pat Millner

Registration:
$95, Payable to: “American Society of Agronomy”; Pre-registration is preferred.  Contact Tri-Societies;  http://www.asa-cssa-sssa.org/anmeet; Telephone (608) 273-8080; Jim McNelly, USCC, 320.253.5076; Pat Millner, USDA/ARS, 301.504.8387; or Richard Reynnells, USDA/CSREES, 301.776.4154.
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