The EcoAgroForestry Century™ Conference will convene its information sharing meeting, trade show and  exposition the week of September 18, 19, 20 and 21, 1996 in Dermott, Arkansas in the heart of Arkansas’s agricultural and forest production region according to Dr. Carol Cross, Director of the Society of Lyons, Inc., and Coordinator of the  EcoAgroForestry Trade and Development Center (EAFTDC), cosponsors of the meeting.





“It’s designed to bring together university experts, consultants in sustainable development,  sustainable forestry and rural agroindustrial development. A vital role will be played by entrepreneurs from the Caribbean Basin and Andean Pact countries, US farmers and agribusiness and small and medium scale agricultural and agroindustrial equipment suppliers from the US, Asia and Europe.  It will focus on ways to create sustainable agricultural and forestry projects and at the same time, as relationships between participants are formed, lead to joint ventures and strategic alliances as well as trading relationships,” noted Dr. Cross.





The purpose of the conference and exhibition is to bring together the people resources, the equipment, the products, the services and the technologies needed to meet the demand of creating and supporting the expanding eco-entrepreneurial culture in the USA, Latin America and the Caribbean through the use of appropriate EcoAgroForestry equipment consultancy and expertise from worldwide sources,” she added. 





“If you wish to present a paper on any of the subjects listed, please email for a  “Call  For Papers” to solync@cei.net.   One of the key highlights of the conference will be a symposium on the production of Non-Wood Paper.  Equipment from the USA, Asia and Europe will be exhibited and a workshop will be put on by AgroResidue fed paper mill technical personnel.  As an example of Non-Wood paper production, over 1/3 of India’s paper requirements are presently being met by paper made from AgroResidues such as sugar cane bagasse, wheat straw, rice straw, soybean waste, cotton stalks, etc. It is clearly a workable technology.  





Because Asian and European countries have long track records making paper from AgroResidues, these international technologies are being sought for the development of a rural entrepreneurial culture based on available agricultural residues here in Arkansas. 





It is very vital that we develop this industry in Arkansas as the burning of field residues is no longer acceptable environmentally.  Additionally, small scale pulp and paper mills based on Agro-residues would create jobs in rural areas of Arkansas,” she continued.





In addition to the Non-Wood Paper Symposium, there will be a full day symposium on kenaf. Kenaf  products will be on exhibit and topics of papers presented will vary from growth to product production to marketing kenaf products.  A synopsis of kenaf as a fiber source for Non-Wood paper will also be given.  Several kenaf  investment projects will be discussed.





The key to success in developing kenaf projects is the availability of processing facilities. In order to develop a large scale kenaf industry, a large scale processing plant must be available. A worn out or old unused cotton gin can be retrofitted for about US$1,000,000. A new kenaf processing plant would cost about US$10,000,000.  A kenaf pulp plant requiring 16,000 acres of kenaf could be put into place using reconditioned equipment for about US$30,000,000.  A small-scale decorticator like the one at the left could be made available for about US$50,000. Kenaf's potential as a driver of economic development will be reached only as we are able to supply the needed hard technologies  (equipment)  and  soft technologies (training and support for the people developing the project)





A comprehensive set of seminars giving step by step guidelines for taking advantage of the Caribbean Basin Initiative and Andean Pact agreement will be run through the four days of the conference. 





There will be presentations on naturetourism, fuel briquetting, growing fast growing nitrogen fixing trees, growing pines in the Caribbean Basin for export, producing outdoor cut flowers and a wide variety of  topics relating to EcoAgroForestry based environmentally sound, sustainable rural development.


A paper will also be presented on the potential of hand made paper making.  Other possible paper raw materials such as reed canary grass and other grasses will be discussed as well.





There are a wide variety of optional activities including post conference tours to local farms, feed processing plants, feed mills, logging operations, poultry farms, etc.  An optional  post conference tour to Asia to view actual operation of the AgroResidue fed mills in place is in the works if there is enough interest.





There will be a special full day workshop on creating a SOLYNC EcoAgroForestry™ Village Business Incubator (SEAFVBI).  This  is a village or village adjunct where the alternative energy resources are developed, where campesinos purchase homes under equity sharing and cooperative building in exchange for mentoring street children by teaching whatever skills they possess such as leather working, wood working, brick making, farming etc.  It is a good entrepreneurial venture and also will make an excellent investment for joint venture partners.  Small scale Non-Wood Paper production plants are expected to be a part of each SEAFVBI.





For more information on this innovative new profit focused conference based on developing sustainable agribased environmental entrepreneurship,  contact Dr. Carol Cross, Director, SOLYNC,      Post Office Box 5208,  Pine Bluff, AR 71611 USA, call toll free to -800-476-5962 or FAX 501-367-8736.  Send email to solync@cei.net for complete conference package.


