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The KRONVIKEN seen arriving in Rotterdam-Europoort 
Photo : Frans Sanderse © 
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EVENTS, INCIDENTS & OPERATIONS 

The GRAND VENUS seen entering the Vandammelock in Zeebrugge 
Photo : Henk Claeys © 

Hostages in Somalia 
Government Needs to Take More Proactive Steps 
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It is very disappointing that the government has made virtually no efforts to set free four Korean sailors, who have 
been held by Somali pirates for 157 days. The Korean nationals and 20 other Asians were taken hostage with their two 
fishing boats were hijacked by the pirates off the coast of the African country. It marks the longest period of hostage 
taking of South Koreans by foreign criminals or terrorist organizations. 
 
It was heartbreaking to see the wife of a fisherman weeping on a TV program while conveying the contents of a 
telephone conversation she had with her husband. ``You must remain strong despite my absence for our children,'' 
the sailor was quoted as having said. The captives were said to be living like animals without having access to proper 
food. 
 
The pirates beat the sailors frequently with steel pipes and their violence becomes ever tougher especially after they 
take leave called ``khat.'' Some crewmembers have damaged teeth while the others have split eardrums. Han Suk-ho, 
the skipper of one of the hijacked ships, told Yonhap New Agency that many of the hostages are suffering from fever 
and malaria without any medicine. ``We are out of food, so we keep ourselves alive on the rice they give. The rice is 
mixed with stones and sand. It isn't suitable even for animals,'' Yonhap quoted Han as saying. 
 
Despite this, the government has failed to make appropriate efforts to gain the release of the sailors, although as of 
early August, it said there had been considerable progress in its bid to free them.  
 
The pirates have been demanding a ransom of $700,000, a huge amount of money that the families of the sailors 
cannot afford. The ships owner, who has been engaged in direct negotiations with the pirates, has also appealed for 
support from the government as he cannot pay the money. But the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has 
maintained that it will not directly negotiate with the kidnappers as it will create an undesirable precedence.  
 
Such an attitude has to be compared with the one seen in the process of releasing a group of Christian aid workers 
held by the Taliban in Afghanistan. Korean officials including even chief of intelligence agency rolled up their sleeves to 
save them. The government has changed its stance since the Taliban confessed during an interview with a British 
newspaper that they received $10 million from Korea in return for releasing the hostages. 
 
Trade unions and civic organizations have embarked on campaign to save the fishermen. They visited the National 
Assembly to call for efforts toward that end and plan to raise the money. Now is the time for the government to take 
more proactive steps. Source : Korea Times 

The BALTIC STONE seen enroute Rotterdam 
Photo : Tjep van Roon © 
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ALADIN I ON HOLD IN BREST 

The ALADIN I seen in La Rochelle (La Pallice) - Photo : Piet Sinke © 

The general cargo vessel ALADIN I was towed to Brest due to generator troubles by tug ABEILLE BOURBON. The 
vessel has been inspected by the Port State Control inspectors who found deficiencies leading to its detention. 
Furthermore the vessel was seized by the towing company. Nonetheless it is understood that all troubles are expected 
to be solved prior to the end of the week.  Source : Lloyds 

IMB reports sharp rise in piracy attacks 
on ships 

The International Maritime Bureau today reported an incident in the Shatt Al Arab river, Iran, in which pirates armed 
with AK-47's boarded a containership underway. The Master, Chief Engineer, Second Officer and pilot were taken 
hostage. The Chief Officer discovered the incident and raised the alarm. The pirates fired at the Chief Officer who 
luckily escaped. The pirates robbed the crew of cash and property before escaping in their speedboat.  
 
This is just the latest in a string of incidents that have seen piracy and armed robbery attacks against ships rise 14 
percent in the first nine months of the year compared to the same period in 2006. This the second consecutive 
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quarterly increase in attacks, as the coastal waters off Nigeria and Somalia became ever more dangerous, the 
International Maritime Bureau (IMB) reported today.  
 
In the first nine months of the year, 198 attacks were reported versus 174 attacks reported in 2006 during the same 
time frame. A total of 15 vessels were hijacked, 172 crewmembers were taken hostage, 63 were kidnapped, and 21 
were assaulted.  
 
If this trend continues, says IMB, the decline in piracy attacks begun in 2004 will have bottomed out.  
 
Crew assaults, kidnapping and ransom rose dramatically from 2006.  Somalia remains a hotspot of great concern, with 
26 incidents reported so far this year against eight the year before. This is one of the highest numbers of attacks ever 
reported off the coast of this East African country, and highlights a blatant disregard for the law.  
 
Ransom demanded by the captors of hijacked ships are considerably higher than previously, notes IMB Director 
Pottengal Mukundan.  
 
The IMB backs an initiative by the International Maritime Organizations to refer the situation to the UN Security 
Council, and sees this as a much-needed initiative to reduce acts of piracy and armed robbery.  
 
Attacks have also risen sharply in Nigerian waters, with 26 incidents reported to the IMB compared to nine in the 
corresponding period in 2006. Criminal groups claimed to have political motives for the theft and abduction of 
crewmembers. Nigeria has set up a Maritime Guard Command to help increase safety and security along the country's 
coastline.  
 
Tanzania also reported a steep increase in incidents, nine versus four the year before, as pirates boarded vessels well 
out to sea and broke open containers on deck.  
 
While waters off the coast of Africa remain the most dangerous, the Malacca Straits offshore Indonesia continues to 
report a decline in attacks, due in large measure to cooperation among states bordering these waters and stepped-up 
efforts by the Indonesian authorities. Thailand has also recently stated its willingness to patrol the Straits of Malacca.  
 
The IMB Piracy Reporting Center (PRC) is the only organization of its kind anywhere in the world, offering ship masters 
the ability to report attacks of piracy from any location at any time. In addition to compiling reports and issuing 
warnings PRC provides emergency advice to ships under attack and coordinates medical assistance and support 
through local authorities. Source : MarineLog 

10 killed, over 100 missing in 
Bangladesh storms 

Violent storms triggered by a depression have swept Bangladesh's south and southeastern coastal belt, leaving at least 
10 people dead and over 100 fishermen missing in the Bay of Bengal. 
 
The storm struck the country's southern districts of Barisal, Bhola, Barguna, Noakhali, Patuakhali, Bagerhat, Faridpur 
and Rangamati on Monday night, triggering heavy rain, tornado and landslide and leaving 10 killed and over 150 
injured. 
 
Several islands in these districts were inundated by tidal surge up to four feet (1.2 metre) high as the depression 
developed in the Bay of Bengal four days ago. 
 
Hundreds of thatched houses were destroyed, crops were damaged and innumerable trees and electric poles were 
uprooted during the nature's scourge, one in a series this calamitous season. House collapses, landslides and crashing 
trees caused the casualties.  
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Telephone lines and power supply were snapped in most of the affected districts aggravating the misery of the people 
and making it difficult for the local administration to conduct rescue and relief operations in remote villages and 
islands. 
 
Besides, over 100 fishermen with 18 trawlers went missing in the Bay of Bengal amid the inclement weather on 
Monday afternoon, coastguard officials in southern Bagerhat district said. 
 
The government has banned movement of ferry services in 108 river routes. All river vessels were advised to stay in 
safe places until further notice. It said squally weather might continue to affect the country's ports at Chittagong, Cox's 
Bazar and Mongla. Source : hindustantimes 
 

The Ramita Naree seen arriving in Santos. 
Photo : Bruno Pricoli © 

Pirate attacks up 14% globally this year 
Maritime pirate attacks worldwide shot up 14 per cent in the first nine months of 2007 from a year earlier, with 
Somalia and Nigeria showing among the biggest increases, an international watchdog said yesterday. While Africa 
remains problematic, the Malacca Strait, one of the world's busiest waterways, has been relatively quiet, the 
International Maritime Bureau (IMB) said in a report.  
 
A total of 198 attacks on ships were reported between January and September this year, up from 174 in the same 
period in 2006, the IMB said. It said a total of 15 vessels were hijacked, 63 crew kidnapped and three killed. In the 
July-September quarter alone, there were 72 incidents, up from 47 in the same period a year earlier, marking the 
second straight quarterly rise in attacks, the London-based IMB said through its piracy reporting centre here.  
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Indonesia remained the world's worst piracy hot spot, with 37 attacks in the first nine months of 2007 - but this was 
an improvement from 40 in the same period a year earlier, the IMB said. But attacks rose drastically in Somalia to 26 
reported cases, up from only eight a year earlier, it said.  
 
Only four attacks were reported in the Malacca Strait this year, compared to eight in the same period in 2006, thanks 
to increased cooperation between states straddling the waterway, the IMB said. Source : businesstimes 
 

'Panamakanaal moet nog groter' 
De uitbreidingsplannen van de Panamese regering voor het Panamakanaal gaan niet ver genoeg. Als de plannen in 
hun huidige vorm worden uitgevoerd, kunnen de nieuwe generaties containerschepen van circa 14.000 teu niet door 
het kanaal heen. Die waarschuwing uiten deskundigen van Lloyd's Register en Ocean Shipping Consultants, meldt 
Lloyd's List.  

Foto : Willem Kappert © 
 

De twee instellingen hebben Panama opgeroepen het Panamakanaal nog wat breder te maken dan nu de bedoeling is.  
 
Als er in de breedte twee meter extra bijkomt, betekent dat al dat er twintig in plaats van negentien rijen containers 
doorheen kunnen. Source : Nieuwsblad Transport 

CASUALTY REPORTING 

Tel: +31 115 645000  -   www.multraship.com

Greek Cargo Ship Sinks After Collision 
A cargo ship carrying coal sank in the northern Greek port of Thessaloniki after colliding with another vessel, and the 
captain was killed, authorities said. Seven other crew members from the Greek-flagged Diamond 1 were rescued 
after it hit the Panama-flagged Dubai Guardian, the city's port authority said. 
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"The captain died heroically. He stayed with the ship," Regional Gov. Panayiotis Psomiadis told state-run ET-3 
television. The 220-foot Diamond 1, carrying coal, collided with the other vessel as it was leaving Thessaloniki, 
authorities said.  The 614-foot Dubai Guardian, sailing from Singapore, was carrying metal ore. The vessel was 
successfully tugged to port.  Giorgos Tsamaslis, the regional government's environmental officer, told The Associated 
Press that divers were examining the hull of the Diamond 1 at a depth of about 52 feet, and that floating barriers 
were being set up around the site in case of a fuel leak. 
 

Zeiljacht overvaren op het IJsselmeer 
Donderdag rond 12.00 uur ontving het Kustwachtcentrum Den Helder een noodoproep van het binnenvaartschip 
‘Admiralengracht’ dat het een zeiljacht had overvaren, enkele kilometers noord van Lelystad in de aanloop naar de 
Houtribsluis. Aan boord van het jacht bevonden zich twee personen, waarvan er thans één vermist wordt. De tweede 
persoon is opgepikt door het binnenvaartschip. 
 
Onmiddellijk zijn reddingboten gealarmeerd van station Urk van de Koninklijke Nederlandse Redding Maatschappij en 
een helikopter van de Koninklijke Marine. Ook zijn een politievaartuig onderweg, twee particuliere bergingsschepen en 
een politiehelikopter. Tevens worden duikers van de brandweer in gereedheid gebracht om overgebracht te worden 
naar de plaats van de aanvaring.  
 
De vermiste persoon van het zeiljacht is later gevonden en aan boord genomen van de reddingboot ‘Koningin 
Beatrix’ van station Urk. Deze heeft de persoon naar de wal gebracht en overgedragen aan een ambulance voor 
transport naar het AMC ziekenhuis in Amsterdam. De helikopters van Koninklijke Marine en Politie zijn inmiddels 
bedankt en teruggekeerd naar hun respectievelijke bases. Source : Nederlandse Kustwacht 

NAVY NEWS 
THIS SECTION IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY : 

ANGLO DUTCH SHIPBROKERS bvba 
 

Waterstraat 16 
2970 SCHILDE 
BELGIUM 
Tel : + 32 3 464 26 09 
Fax :+ 32 3 297 20 70 
e-mail : anglodutch@pandora.be

The LPH 51 KANIMBLA (former USS SAGINAW-LST 1188) seen departing Otago (New Zealand) October 18th 
Photo : Ross Walker ©  

 



DAILY COLLECTION OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2007 – 240 
 

Distribution : daily 3310 copies worldwide                                Page 9  10/18/2007 

Two More Chinese SSBNs Spotted 
China appears to have launched two more SSBNs. 

 
By Hans M. Kristensen 

 
China appears to have launched two more ballistic missiles submarines from the Bohai shipyard at Huludao 
approximately 400 km east of Beijing. This could bring to three the number of Jin-class (Type 094) nuclear-powered 
ballistic missile submarines (SSBNs) launched by China in the past three to four years. 

 

The two submarines were discovered 
during analysis of newly published 
commercial satellite images on Google 
Earth. This is the second time in three 
months that FAS has discovered new 
Chinese ballistic missile submarines on 
commercial satellite images. The first 
time was in July 2007, when the first 
Jin-class was disclosed on the FAS 
Strategic Security Blog. 
 
The submarines on the new image have 
the same dimensions as the previous 
submarine. 

 

A Closer Look at China's New SSBNs 
By Hans M. Kristensen 

 
The two new Jin-class SSBNs I discovered on Google Earth earlier this month have now been photographed in port 
by an anonymous photographer. The photograph, which has appeared on several Chinese web sites (here and here) 
and sent to me by David, clearly shows the features of what I estimated to be the Jin-class submarine. 

Photo : Via FAS 
 

Nothing is known about who took this photograph or whether or not it has been digitally manipulated. But if it is 
authentic, it appears to lay to rest speculations that the Jin-class would carry 16 missiles. Instead the photograph 
confirms the assessment made by the U.S. intelligence community by clearly showing the wide-open hatches of 12 
launch tubes. 
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The photograph shows the submarines at an angle, which makes it difficult to precisely measure the length of the 
various sections. Furthermore, he second submarine on the other side of the pier is obscured by the submarine closest 
to the camera, making comparison of the two impossible. Yet, a comparison made from the satellite images on my 
previous blog show that the two submarines have the same overall dimensions. 
 
The new photograph shows the sail of both submarines, which appear to be very similar. Moreover, the front 
submarine shows a unique feature on the top of the rudder section, which may be a sensor of some kind. 
 
Overall, it is not as if the Chinese are trying to hide anything. Indeed, it is almost as if they want to show what they've 
got.  Source : fas.org 
 

South Africa Seeks Ships 
October 17, 2007: In a move to upgrade its navy, South Africa is looking into acquiring amphibious shipping. This is 
not only a sign of South Africa rebuilding its military after decades of being embargoed, but it is also a sign that it 
intends to become a major regional power in its own right, rather than by default. 
 
Much of this is due to the fact that South Africa is arguably the most functional government in sub-Saharan Africa. 
They also have a reasonably well-educated and large population. As such, they are likely to take the lead in the African 
Union's rapid deployment force. In order to have a rapid deployment force, one needs power-projection capabilities. 
 
To get this, South Africa is not only looking into amphibious vessels, but it is also going to acquire Airbus A400 
transports. These transports  have a range of up to 9,300 kilometers, and can carry up to 41 tons of cargo. These will 
replace aging C-130s, and try to acquire modern fighter-bombers. 
 
Among the amphibious vessels that South Africa is considering is  LHDs like the French Mistral-class or similar designs 
from Spain. This would, in essence, give South Africa the first African carrier, even if it were a "Harrier carrier". The 
French Mistral-class vessel displaces 24,000 tons and carries 16 NH90 helicopters. The Spanish design is a little 
larger (27,000 tons), and also it was much more versatile, and it includs a ski-jump on the bow (which enables short-
take off aircraft to get into the air with a heavier bomb load). Spain's version of this vessel, which will be named Juan 
Carlos I, will be able to carry up to 30 Harrier V/STOL multi-role aircraft in some situations – or it can carry a similar 
number of helicopters, like the Agusta A109s in South African service. 
 
The landing ship (or ships) would go along with four new MEKO A200SAN frigates, which displace 3,700 tons, and are 
armed with a 76mm gun, sixteen Umkhoto point-defense surface-to-air missiles, eight Exocet anti-ship missiles, and 
four 12.75-inch torpedo tubes. The Umkhoto was designed in South Africa (which did become largely self-sufficient in 
producing and designing its own weapons due to the embargoes against it). 
 
South Africa's emergence as a major regional power in Southern Africa has largely been by default. Many of its 
neighbors are very poor or dysfunctional. Still, its modernization of its forces is going to make that regional power 
status legitimate in its own right. Source : strategypage 

US sailor brought to hospital with 
gunshot wound 

AN AMERICAN sailor was rushed to Larnaca General Hospital on Monday night after an incident on a US Destroyer. 
 
The USS Bainbridge was sailing in international waters, 66 nautical miles east of Larnaca, when a call came in from her 
commander to the Cyprus Search and Rescue Co-ordination Centre. 
 
A medical helicopter was despatched to the Bainbridge, with 30-year-old Brent Roussell rushed to hospital a little after 
10pm. 
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The doctor treating him told the Mail that he is suffering from, “a pretty serious injury to his left leg. We were told it 
was caused by a firearm but do not have any further details.” 
 
A spokesman at the US Embassy in Nicosia said: “We can confirm that there was an incident involving a US citizen, but 
we cannot make any further comment.”  The USS Bainbridge is an Arleigh Burke-class Destroyer in the United States 
Navy. 
 
Currently, she is the only ship in the fleet with an operational Remote Minehunting System, an unmanned craft that 
seeks out underwater mines to protect the ship and sailors.  Source : cyprus-mail 

The M 651 VERSEAU visited Malta 
Photo : Lawrence Dalli – Malta Ship Photos © 
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’Historische’ Poolse werf verkocht 
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De Poolse scheepswerf in Gdansk valt in buitenlandse handen. De werf heeft voor de Polen historische betekenis, 
omdat hier in 1980 via een massale staking de vakbond Solidariteit onstond. Het bedrijf Donbass uit Oekraïne wil 400 
miljoen dollar (282 miljoen euro) betalen.  
 
De verkoop volgt op een conflict tussen de werf en Eurocommissaris Nelie Kroes (mededinging). Zij maande de werf 
om de capaciteit te verminderen. Anders zou deze de eerder verkregen staatssteun moeten terugbetalen. “Dankzij 
deze transactie wordt het probleem met de Europese Unie opgelost”, zei bestuursvoorzitter Andrzej Jaworski van de 
werf. Volgens hem wil Donbass vrijwel zeker de verkregen subsidies terugbetalen.  
 
De overeenkomst om de beroemde scheepswerf te redden zal waarschijnlijk de goedkeuring krijgen van de Poolse 
mededingingsautoriteiten. Over enkele dagen zijn er parlementsverkiezingen in Polen. Met de Poolse scheepswerven 
ging het tijdens de communistische periode goed, omdat er op grote schaal schepen werden gebouwd voor de Sovjet-
Unie. Na de val van het communisme ging het bergafwaarts met die werven en blokkeerden de vakbonden de verkoop 
aan buitenlandse investeerders.  
 
Het sluiten van de scheepswerf in Gdansk was voor premier Jaroslaw Kaczynski en zijn tweelingbroer en president 
Lech onhaalbaar, omdat ze beiden hun politieke wortels in Solidariteit hebben. De premier wil herkozen worden met 
steun van de vakbond, die tegen de eisen van Brussel gekant is. Source : DFT 
 

Samsung Heavy Plans World's Largest 
Cargo Ship 

Samsung Heavy Industries said Tuesday that it has become the first company to complete research and development 
to build a 16,000 TEU container ship, which would be the world's largest. With 20 percent more cargo capacity than 
the existing largest ship of 13,500 TEU, the new vessel would be able to hold 2.2 million 29-inch TVs or 3 million 60 kg 
adults. Its length (400 m) would be greater than the height of the Eiffel Tower (327 m).  
 
The company also said that it won a US$1.37 billion order from Israeli shipping company Zim Line to build eight 
12,000 TEU container ships.  The order brings Samsung Heavy's total number of container ship orders to 37, making it 
the market leader with a 30 percent share. Source : Chosun 
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Allseas LORELAY seen in Flushing 
Photo : Fred Regtop © 

 

MAN B&W Marks LNG Milestone 
The three new ships are part of a Qatargas package of 45 LNG carriers with MAN B&W two-stroke prime movers  
Three of the world’s largest LNG-carriers successfully tested their propulsion packages at the end of last month. Each 
vessel is powered by two 6S70ME-C electronically controlled, two-stroke, lowspeed diesel engines, and this event 
marks a first for MAN Diesel in the LNG sector. The engines will operate on HFO. The vessels are part of a Qatargas 
project that comprises an impressive 45 vessels, each fitted with two MAN B&W low-speed prime movers, making for a 
grand total of 90 electronically controlled two-stroke engines. Of these, 31 QFlex carriers will receive two MAN B&W 
6S70ME-C engines, each developing 18,660 kW, while the 14 larger QMax carriers will employ two MAN B&W 7S70ME-
C engines, each rated at 21,770 kW at 91 rpm. 
 
The three ships in question have been delivered from three different shipyards. The “Al Ruwais” comes from Daewoo 
Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering and is owned by German PRONAV. The “Ternbek” is from Samsung Heavy 
Industries and is owned by the U.S. Overseas Shipholding Group. The third, the “Al Gattara”, is also owned by the 
Overseas Shipholding Group and built by Hyundai Heavy Industries. Doosan Engine Co. Ltd built the engines for the 
Daewoo and Samsung-built vessels, while HHI-EMD built the engines for the Hyundai-built vessel. 
 
The vessels have also been fitted with four MAN Diesel 9L32/40 gensets each. STX Corporation built those for the 
DSME and Samsung vessels, while those on the Hyundai vessel were built by Hyundai itself. 
 
The HFO-fuelled, ME-C engines chosen to propel the 45 ships comprise a part of the MAN B&W two-stroke engine 
programme that also includes a range of dual-fuel ME-GI engines. The GI-system, comprising a high-pressure injection 
system of natural gas, has proved commercially viable since 1994 when a 12K80MC-GI engine was employed by a 
Japanese power plant. Conversion to dualfuel operation, in the form of ME-GI, is an option currently being discussed 
for both the Qatargas and other LNGcarrier projects. 
 
The ME-GI system is offered in a package based on Burckhardt compressors with a fully integrated tankpressure and 
gas-flow control system. The ME-GI range of low-speed, dual-fuel engines complements MAN Diesel’s engine 
programme that also includes the 51/60DF dualfuel, medium-speed engine, which is targeted at smaller LNG carriers 
in an electric-propulsion configuration. Source : MarineLink 
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The SPAARNEBORG seen moored in the Wielingendock (Zeebrugge) 
Photo : Manué Gerrits © 

 

Onderhoud Fast Ferry duurt langer 
De onderhoudswerkzaamheden aan de Prins Willem Alexander duren langer dan verwacht. Vanwege een 
motorstoring zal er waarschijnlijk gedurende de komende acht weken nog om het uur worden gevaren tussen 
Vlissingen en Breskens.  
 
Als deze dienstboot vol is, wordt er voor de achtergebleven reizigers voor alternatief vervoer gezorgd.  
 
De onderhoudswerkzaamheden zouden aanvankelijk tot aan het begin van de herfstvakantie duren. Maar tijdens de 
noodzakelijke inspectie van beide elektrische voortstuwingsmotoren is een ernstig defect geconstateerd. De lange 
reparatietijd komt doordat de oorzaak van de schade achterhaald moet worden en er voor de speciaal gebouwde 
motoren geen standaardonderdelen voorradig zijn.  
 

De PRINS WILLEM ALEXANDER – foto : Piet Sinke © 

Houders van maand- of jaarabonnementen van Veolia Transport en houders van een OV-jaarkaart hebben tijdens de 
uurdienst de mogelijkheid om te reserveren op de afvaarten in de middagspits te Vlissingen. Dit is om op vaste 
tijdstippen reizende forenzen tegemoet te komen.  
 
Het wegvallen van de tweede boot zal met name in de middagspits ertoe kunnen leiden dat niet alle reizigers met de 
eerstvolgende afvaart mee kunnen. Daarom staat er voor de achtergebleven reizigers naast de terminal direct een bus 
klaar. Deze vertrekt bij het uitvaren van de boot om de vertraging zoveel mogelijk te beperken. Reizigers die onderweg 
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(op de route) willen uitstappen, kunnen dit bij de chauffeur aangeven. Reizigers worden als eindbestemming naar de 
veerhaven in Breskens gebracht.  
 
Afhankelijk van het aantal achterblijvende reizigers zal Veolia Transport besluiten tot de inzet van een bus of taxi. De 
bussen kunnen in beperkte mate fietsen vervoeren.  
 
De vertrektijden van de boot blijven ongewijzigd. De boot vanuit Vlissingen vertrekt om 10 minuten voor het hele uur. 
Vanuit Breskens is het vertek van de boot om 10 minuten voor het halve uur. Source : Blik op Nieuws 

RCL to Transfer Sovereign of the Seas 
Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. said that Royal Caribbean International's Sovereign of the Seas will be reassigned to 
the company's Pullmantur fleet, and the Los Angeles-based Monarch of the Seas will assume Sovereign of the 
Seas' sailings out of Port Canaveral. These changes will take place in October and November 2008.  
"We are fortunate that our mix of brands allows us the flexibility and opportunity to expand in key strategic markets 
and to diversify in existing ones," said Royal Caribbean International President and CEO Adam Goldstein.  
 
Sovereign of the Seas' last scheduled sailing for Royal Caribbean International will be on October 31, 2008. Two 
subsequent cruises, scheduled for November 3 and 7, will be canceled, and guests booked on those cruises will receive 
a full refund and an onboard credit for rebooking an earlier Sovereign of the Seas sailing during 2008 (excluding 
holidays). 
 

HOLLAND PRESENTS 
THE LATEST NEWS AT KORMARINE 2007 

From October 24th until October 27th Holland Marine Equipment Association (HME) will organise the Holland Pavilion 
at Kormarine 2007 in Pusan, South Korea. Innovative Dutch companies will show their latest news at this collective 
presentation in Hall 3 & Grand Hall, stand S14. 
 
At this moment offshore and energy transport is booming, economies in Asia are expanding rapidly. This requires an 
increase in quality demand, read knowledge. The Dutch Maritime Industry is well-known for their high expertise on 
offshore shipping and energy solutions. It is in the mutual benefit that the Dutch operational knowledge will be used to 
increase the Korean maritime economy. 
 
Participants of the Holland Pavilion and their innovations: 
- Beele Engineering BV: innovation in fire-safe, gas-, dust-, smoke and watertight conduits  
- Praxis automation Technology BV: new concepts of automation technology 
- Rotor BV: largest range of electric motors 
- Rubber Design BV: the latest in noise and vibration control 
- VAF Instruments BV: innovation in fluid measuring instruments and control systems 
- Winteb VOF: new generation air pipe heads 
 
Holland: driving force in marine technology 
Holland is home to a concentrated and complete maritime cluster, with companies active in shipping, ports, maritime 
services, shipbuilding, marine equipment, yachting, fishing, dredging, offshore, navy and inland shipping. HME actively 
pursues sustainable solutions for the international maritime cluster. 
 

For further information about the Holland Pavilion, please contact Mrs Marjan Lacet, export manager 
Asia (T: +31 (0)10 44 44 33 or E: ml@hme.nl). 

 

Holland Marine Equipment: Masters of Innovation 
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The STAVANGER lifeboat RS 127 RYFYLKE 
Photo : Piet Sinke © 

Six new vessels on new GIA-AFA loop 
Annual volume increases of between 15-18 percent on Indian Ocean trade routes has attracted a growing number of 
shipping lines to East African ports. Such is the confidence of Emirates and TS Lines that six new 1 100 TEU vessels 
have been chartered to run the combined GIA-AFA loop -- the Gulf, Indian-subcontinent Africa service (GIA) and the 
Africa-Asia (AFA). Source : cargoinfo.co.za 
 

Third 4000 PSV christened at Bollinger 
Larry Rigdon, President and Chief Executive Officer of Rigdon Marine Corporation (RMC), has announced that Triple 
Play, the third in the series of 10 4000 Class PSVs for Rigdon Marine has been christened at Bollinger Shipyards in 
Lockport, Louisiana.  
 
The diesel electric, DP 2 PSV, has a capacity of 4,000 barrels of liquid mud in an oval, self cleaning, segregated tank 
system. The vessel has three Z-Drives and two large tunnel thrusters forward.  
 
Triple Play joins Double Eagle and First and Ten working in the Gulf of Mexico.  The remaining seven Rigdon 4000 
class PSVs will be delivered at approximately 45 day intervals during 2007 and through the third quarter of 2008. 
 

End of the line for liner 
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One last look at the former SS NORWAY, now dubbed ‘Blue Lady’ and about to be cut up on a beach called Alang in 
India . The photograph was taken as the vessel was being towed past Cape Town during July 2005.  

Photo : Albert Chipps © 
 
Work has commenced of dismantling the former pride of France, the 76,049-gt cruise ship now known simply as 
‘BLUE LADY’ - once one of the most famous of all ocean liners, SS FRANCE which was later refurbished for cruising 
and becoming the celebrated NORWAY of NCL Lines. 
 
This marks the end of a long drawn-out saga involving litigation in the Indian Supreme Court and world-wide 
controversy over issues involving permission to dismantle the ship, which is thought to contain large quantities of 
hazardous matter including asbestos and other toxic substances. 
 
The Supreme Court was told the ship carried over 900t of asbestos alone and various injunctions were placed on the 
vessel, which nevertheless was grounded at Alang in such a way that it would be impossible to refloat her again. 
 
Workers have now begun removing valuable items including furniture and electrical fittings that will be sold to 
collectors. This will be followed by the actual demolition which will see the once massive ship reduced in little time to 
pieces of scrap iron and other metals. 
 
According to local press, workers have dismissed the risk to their health of toxic fumes and asbestos dust, saying that 
starvation brings an end much sooner. The court meanwhile has imposed stipulations on the demolition aimed at 
safeguarding their lives – a move that environmental organisations such as Greenpeace have dismissed as being a 
waste of time because the demolition companies lack suitable equipment to carry out the court’s wishes. 
Source : ports.co.za 
 

Madagascar - East African service from MACS 
MACS Line (Maritime Carrier Shipping) has introduced its new ‘White Rhino’ service between South Africa, Madagascar 
and East Africa. 
 
The service makes use of the chartered vessel WHITE RHINO (the former CEC LIBERTY), a 5,400-dwt general cargo 
vessel with a capacity of 350-TEU which has been taken on charter for 12 months. The vessel carries twin cranes each 
of 150 tonne lifting capacity giving a combined heavy-lift option of 300t when used in tandem. 
 
White Rhino will operate between Durban, Maputo, Toamasina, Mombasa and Beira and differs only slightly from the 
existing ‘Black Rhino’ service introduced a year ago by MACS, which involves the heavylift vessel BLACK RHINO 

The Black Rhino service operates a similar rotation but calls at Majunga in Madagascar instead of Toamasina.  
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The Durban end of both services connect with MACS direct services to Northern Europe and the GAL service to the US 
Gulf ports. source AXSLiner 
 

The trainingsvessel SANDNES seen moored in Stavanger 
Photo : Piet Sinke © 

 
The 72.5 mtr long SANDNESS was her original name as she was built during 1950 at the Nylands yard in Oslo under 

yard number 374, in 1978 she was renamed in VIKINGFJORD followed by GANN in 1979, until 1995 when the 
vessel was renamed in SJOKURS, during March 2007 the 2207 DWT vessel got back her original name SANDNES 

and the vessel is at present owned by Sorlandets Seilende Skoleskibs Institution 

MOVEMENTS 

Cobelfrets CYBERLINE seen at the Westerscheldt river – Photo : Henk de Winde © 
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The ORIANA visited the port of Rotterdam during Thursday  
Photo : Josso van Boxtel © 

 

The DISCOVERY BAY seen departing from Willemstad (Curacao)  
Photo : Kees Bustraan © 

 

AIRCRAFT / AIRPORT NEWS 
EgyptAir komt bij Star Alliance 

EgyptAir wordt lid van de Star Alliance, het samenwerkingsverband van luchtvaartmaatschappijen als Lufthansa, 
Singapore Airlines en United Airlines. De Egyptische luchtvaartmaatschappij zal komende anderhalf jaar geleidelijk in 
de alliantie worden opgenomen.  
 
De Star Alliance had zeventien leden en verwelkomt spoedig niet alleen EgyptAir, maar ook Air China, Shanghai 
Airlines en Turkish Airlines.    
 
Het samenwerkingsverband wordt daarmee groter dan concurrerende allanties als SkyTeam (de groep rondom Air 
France-KLM) en OneWorld (van British Airways en American Airlines). 
 

MARINE WEATHER 
THIS SECTION IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY : 
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Internet: www.spos.eu Tel : +31 317 399800 E-mail : sposinfo@meteo.nl

Today’s wind (+6Bft) and wave (+3m) chart. Created with SPOS, the onboard weather information & 
voyage optimisation system, used on over 1000 vessels today. 

…. PHOTO OF THE DAY ….. 
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The SEMI 2 (former SMIT SEMI 2 ) seen in drydock in Galveston (Texas) 
Photo : Chris Rombouts © 

 

The compiler of the news clippings disclaim all liability for any loss, damage or expense however caused, arising from 
the sending, receipt, or use of this e-mail communication and on any reliance placed upon the information provided 
through this free service and does not guarantee the completeness or accuracy of the information. If you want to no 

longer receive this bulletin kindly reply with the word “unsubscribe” in the subject line. 


