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The EDITH MAERSK seen at Maaspilot station enroute Rotterdam-Europoort 
Photo : Piet Sinke © 
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EVENTS, INCIDENTS & OPERATIONS 

M/V Santa Pacifica loaded 5000 mt of logs in Leask Cove, SE Alaska. Previous log loading ports Longview and New 
Westminster. now heading for Ishinomaki, Japan. 

Photo : Robert Kuikhoven, Ketchikan, Alaska © 
 

Napoli inquiry gets green light 
An inquiry into the beaching of the stricken container ship MSC Napoli off Devon's World Heritage coast has been 
given the go-ahead. The 62,000-tonne vessel was grounded off Sidmouth, east Devon, on 20 January last year.  
 
Thousands of scavengers scoured through 50 washed-up containers.  The Devon County Council inquiry will consider 
whether the protected coastline should be a place of refuge for shipping in emergencies.  
 
Salvage and public disorder issues will also be examined.  The preliminary evidence gathering will now start via the 
authority website and inquiry response booklets which will be made widely available. Work to remove the remaining 
stern section is expected to start in April as part of the estimated £50m salvage operation. 
 

Portrush lifeboat 'seriously damaged' 
A RNLI lifeboat driven on to rocks on an island off the coast of Co Antrim during a rescue attempt in raging seas has 
suffered serious and extensive damage of its hull, it was confirmed today.  
 
The £2 million Katie Hannon ended up on the rocks close to the harbour on Rathlin Island - seven miles off Ballycastle 
- after going to the rescue of a fishing boat which got into trouble on Tuesday night.  
 
Since then the Portrush-based lifeboat has been battered by raging Atlantic storms which have prevented any salvage 
attempt.  The RNLI said a detailed inspection of the 56ft beached vessel had finally been carried out yesterday.  
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Spokeswoman Niamh Stephenson said: "It was determined that the lifeboat has sustained serious and extensive 
damage over the entire length of the underside of the hull caused by two days of pounding from heavy seas and the 
recent severe gales.  
 
"Despite the hull damage, large parts of the structure are intact and the vessel is not thought to be in danger of 
breaking up."  
 
The RNLI retain the hope that, once the weather improves, it may still be possible to remove the vessel from the rocks 
intact. Concerns of environmental damage to the island were assuaged when all fluids, oils and fuels - including 4,000 
litres of diesel - were removed from the vessel yesterday without spillage.  
 
Ms Stephenson said all the lifeboat's portable equipment, including valuable electronic navigation equipment, had been 
carefully removed and stored ashore.  
 
She said much consideration had been given to the best method of recovering the lifeboat in one piece and that 
remained the focus of the RNLI's attention. "It is hoped that the lifeboat can be removed intact but this may take 
some time to achieve on account of the weather," she said.  
 
A similar Severn class relief lifeboat - the Margaret Joan and Fred Nye - was due to arrive at Portrush to replace the 
stranded Katie Hannan and a smaller craft which had been at Portrush on temporary station. Source : Ireland.com 

REDWISE MARITME SERVICES B.V.
Amersfoortseweg 12-E 

3751 LK Bunschoten-Spakenburg 
The Netherlands 

Phone : +31 (0) 33 42 17 860 (24 hr) 
Fax : +31 (0) 33 42 17 879 - info@redwise.nl

www.redwise.com

Hitler's 'lost fleet' found off Turkey 
Adolf Hitler's U-boats dominated the seas during World War II, earning notoriety by sinking hundreds of Allied ships. 
Now, 60 years on, the Nazi dictator's 'lost fleet'—the resting place of three German submarines — has been found in 
the Black Sea off the coast of Turkey.  
 
The hulls of the submarines — U19, U20 and U23 — were discovered by a team of researchers who established the 
boats' positions through research in German archives and by sonar studies of seabed, The Sunday Telegraph reported.  
 
"It's one of the least well known stories of the war but one of the most interesting. It is a quite incredible story. To get 
to the Black Sea these boats had to be taken across the land, and once they got there they had no way out,” said 
Turkish marine engineer Seluk Kolay, who led the team.  The submarines were carried 2,000 miles over land to attack 
Russian ships during World War II, but scuttled as the war came to a close.  
 
The vessels formed part of the 30th Flotilla of six U-boats, taken by road and river across Nazi-occupied Europe, from 
Germany's Baltic port at Kiel to Constanta, the Romanian Black Sea port. In two years, the fleet sank dozens of ships 
and lost three of their number to enemy action. But in August 1944, Romania switched sides and declared war on 
Germany, leaving the three remaining submarines stranded.  
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With no base and unable to sail home — the Bosporus and Dardanelles were closed to them due to Turkish neutrality 
— their captains were ordered to abandon the U-boats before rowing ashore and trying to make their way back. 
However, all the German crews were caught by the Turks.  Source : Times of India 

IVW onderzoekt vastlopen Zhen Hua 10 
De Inspectie Verkeer en Waterstaat (IVW) verricht onderzoek naar het vastlopen van het Chinese vrachtschip Zhen 
Hua 10 bij de Maasvlakte.      
 

De ZHEN HUA 10 afgemeerd in de Yangtzehaven in Rotterdam-Europoort – Foto : Piet Sinke © 

Het afgelopen weekend sloeg het vrachtschip met vijf grote containerkranen aan boord van zijn anker door de 
zuidwesterstorm. IVW wil nu weten welke preventieve maatregelen de kapitein van het vrachtschip heeft genomen om 
problemen met de storm te voorkomen, meldt RTV Rijnmond. 

VLIERODAM WIRE ROPES Ltd. 
 wire ropes, chains, hooks, shackles, webbing slings,  

lifting beams, crane blocks, turnbuckles etc. 
Nijverheidsweg 21     3161 GJ  RHOON    The Netherlands 

 Telephone: (+31)105018000 
 (+31) 105015440 (a.o.h.) 
 Fax : (+31)105013843 

Internet & E-mail 
www.vlierodam.nl
info@vlierodam.nl

Mariners killed in tug sinking mourned 
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As friends and relatives mourned two men who died when their tugboat sank in an eastern Newfoundland bay, the 
search and rescue squadron in Gander was defending the way it answered the distress call. 
 
The Check-Mate III ran into trouble off Baccalieu Island at the mouth of Trinity Bay on Thursday night. The men on 
board radioed for help, but quickly had to abandon ship. 
 
They appeared to be alive when a Cormorant helicopter arrived on the scene, but rather than attempt to hoist them 
up, the crew of the chopper decided to wait for a nearby Coast Guard vessel. 
 
"It was determined by our crew that the best course of action would be to get the Coast Guard to come in on scene, 
assess how long that might take, and then carry on as required," said Maj. Jay Nelles, commanding officer of the 
Canadian Forces' 103 Squadron in Gander. 
 
The men, identified as Larry Parsons, 69, of Lumsden, on Newfoundland's northeast coast, and Christopher Wade 
Oram, 32, of Badger's Quay, were dead by the time they were pulled from the water, officials said. 
 
Both men were wearing survival suits. The Coast Guard has determined they had icy seawater in those suits. 
 

Govt to double number of Japan-
registered ships 

The government plans to double the number of Japan-registered ships in the next five years in an attempt to stem the 
rapid decline in the number of such vessels, according to the draft of the Basic Plan on Ocean Policy compiled by the 
government's Ocean Policy Headquarters.  
 
The government also plans to increase by half the number of Japanese-crewed ships on overseas service over the next 
10 years.  The basic plan will state that the government will formulate a development plan for ocean energy and 
mineral resources in fiscal 2008 to establish a unified system to manage the development of marine resources such as 
petroleum and natural gas.  
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The basic plan likely will be approved by the Cabinet in February at the earliest.  
 
The basic policy is based on the Ocean Policy Basic Law, which came into force in July. It states that the government 
must formulate a basic plan to conduct maritime policies in a uniform fashion. Previously, related ministries worked 
independently. The basic plan will be revised every five years.  
 
As of 2006, the number of ships registered in Japan dropped below 100, and Japanese on board ships on overseas 
service numbered less than 3,000. The basic plan pointed out that the nation depends heavily on marine transport, 
and as such, the present state of affairs is problematic, as it means it would be difficult for Japan to secure necessary 
ocean transportation in the case of an emergency.  
 
The government will request shipping companies, which will benefit from the reduced tax rate the government intends 
to introduce, to increase the number of Japan-registered ships and Japanese crews. Source : The Yomiuri Shimbun 

HAL’s Amsterdam seen sailing from Port Chalmers 
Photo : Ross Walker © 

 

Mounting marine insurance hull and 
cargo claims 

SSG-TØNSBERG.During the first six months of last year, 20 major claims amounted to a claims bill for hull and 
machinery underwriters of around USD 780 million. The full year’s total is now expected to be in excess of USD 1.5 
billion. By comparison, the full-year total for 2006 was estimated at USD 350 million, according to figures released by 
International Union of Marine Insurance (IUMI).  
 
Simon Beale at Amlin and a member of the IUMI executive committee said: ”It has been regularly reported that partial 
losses are dramatically increasing year on year. However, it is the number of total losses, which had been decreasing 
for some years, that has now moved disappointedly upward during 2007. There will be an increase on the 67 total 
losses in 2006 as posted early in 2007, as well as a materially higher number of total losses expected for 2007 posted 
at the same point this year.”  The IUMI 2007 casualty figures are due to be published shortly. 
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CASUALTY REPORTING 

Tel: +31 115 645000  -   www.multraship.com

Ship in flames off Croatian coast 
A Turkish freight ship caught 
fire close to Croatian 
territorial waters on 
Wednesday and was likely to 
sink though all crew 
members and passengers 
had been rescued, Croatian 
marine officials said. 
 
Croatia's sea and transport 
ministry said the incident 
happened 16 nautical miles 
west of the Adriatic town of 
Rovinj, but gave no further 
details. 
 
"We will soon release a 
detailed statement on the 
incident," the ministry's 
spokesperson told Reuters. 
 
A local emergency official 
said the ship, which was 
heading for Italy, was 
carrying oil derivatives and 
trucks and was probably 

beyond help, although two Croatian fire-fighting planes were trying to extinguish the blaze. 
 
Croatia's sea and transport ministry said the ship caught fire 13 nautical miles west of the 
Adriatic Sea town of Rovinj on the early morning hours of February 6, 2008. An SOS was 
launched at 4.04 local time. It said that the 193-metre long ship was sailing from Istanbul to 
Trieste and was carrying 200 trucks and nine tons of dangerous material, in addition to 
between 100 and 200 tons of ship fuel, causing fears of environmental damage. An official 
said Croatian fire-fighting planes and ships were trying to extinguish the blaze but it seemed 
that the ship was beyond help. As the fire started inside the ship, there was no way of 
extinguishing it from the outside. The ship's 22 crew members and nine passengers were 
rescued by the Greek ship Ikarus Palace that was sailing nearby and were on their way to 
Venice. 
 
There were fears of an explosion if the fire was to reach the fuel tanks. Also, the water currents were pushing the ship 
towards the Croatian coast 
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Note ; 
UND Adriyatik is a RO-RO freighter owned by the Turkish company U.N RO-RO Operations. It went into 

service on September 1, 2001, after being built in the Flensburger Schiffbau Gesellschaft (FSG) shipyard 
in Flensburg, Germany. It was used for transporting goods between Pendik (Istanbul), Turkey and 

Trieste, Italy. It caught fire on February 6, 2008 off the coast of Istria, Croatia, in Croatian territorial 
waters. 

NAVY NEWS 
ANGLO DUTCH SHIPBROKERS bvba 

 
Waterstraat 16 
2970 SCHILDE 
BELGIUM 
Tel : + 32 3 464 26 09 
Fax :+ 32 3 297 20 70 
e-mail : anglodutch@pandora.be

Russia, Venezuela may sign $1.4 bln 
contract for three subs in April 

Russia and Venezuela are at the final stage of talks on a deal to sell three Kilo-Class Project 636 submarines to 
Venezuela's Navy, which could be clinched in April, Vedomosti business daily said Tuesday. 
 
The Project 636 submarine is designed for anti-submarine warfare and anti-surface-ship warfare, and also for general 
reconnaissance and patrol missions. It is considered to be one of the quietest diesel submarines in the world.  
 
The paper quoted a Russian government agency official as saying that the $1.4 bln contract was agreed in principle 
last December and could be signed during President Hugo Chavez's visit to Russia in April, while delivery could start 
before the end of the year.  
 
It said the Venezuelans originally planned to buy state-of-the-art Amur submarines, but Russia persuaded them to opt 
for an older project, saying that some of the Amur's systems were still being tested.  
 
Dmitry Vasilyev, an expert with the Moscow based Center for Strategic and Technological Studies, said Russia may 
have agreed to install powerful anti-submarine Club missiles to compensate for its refusal to sell Caracas the Amur 
submarines.  
 
The official said it was unclear which shipyard would get the contract.  The Russian Kilo Class submarine, designed by 
the St. Petersburg-based Rubin Central Design Bureau, entered service in the early 1980s. Source : Novosti 
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Available: Destroyer suitable for reef 
It's almost two football fields long. It displaces more than 9,000 tons. It may soon become the largest ship ever sunk, 
intentionally that is, off the coast of New Jersey. 
The mothballed U.S. Navy destroyer USS Arthur W. Radford has been made available for "artificial reefing." In other 
words, the ship now moored at the U.S. Navy Yard in Philadelphia is free for the taking if somebody wants to take it 
offshore and sink it to create habitat for marine life. 
 
The Navy usually sells such ships for scrap but is on a new course to turn them into artificial reefs, both as a memorial 
of sorts to those who served on them but also as a another way to get rid of them. 
 
A group of recreational anglers and scuba divers along the New Jersey shore are making a case to sink it here, the 
closest ocean reef location to the Philadelphia Navy Yard. It would be the largest ship, and first warship, ever added to 
the state Department of Environmental Protection's system of 15 offshore reefs. The largest ship thus far has been the 
456-foot USS Algol at the Shark River Reef off Manasquan Inlet. 
 
"This would be the biggest thing they they've ever done and might be the biggest they ever do," said Bill Figley, who 
ran the DEP's reef network for years but is now retired.  Figley, whose love of the reef system continued even after 
retirement, is helping with the proposal. The numbers are mind-boggling. The ship is 563 feet long and 55 feet wide. 
Its draft below water is 32 feet, but then there is 140 feet above the water line. Figley figures it will cost at least 
$500,000 and as much as $4 million to sink the ship off New Jersey. This includes the cost of making sure it is 
environmentally safe before it is sunk. 
 
It sounds like a lot, but Figley said fishing and diving clubs would raise much of the money. Copper wire, nickel, 500 
tons of aluminum in the superstructure, and numerous engines on the ship could be sold to raise money for the 
project, Figley said.  "The DEP is not going to ask for tax dollars," Figley said. 
 
The DEP is still considering the proposal. The Navy has given the states until March 28 to express interest in writing 
with a letter of endorsement from the governor. An application to transfer the destroyer to a state is due by April 28. 
 
Fishing and diving groups are waging a letter-writing campaign to DEP Commissioner Lisa Jackson. "We've received 
many letters on the issue but no decision has been made," Darlene Yuhas, a DEP spokeswoman, said Monday. 
 
The Jersey Coast Anglers Association, or JCAA, is urging Jackson to use the power of her office to secure the USS 
Radford. The JCAA notes there are 1.3 million saltwater anglers and divers in the state, and it would also attract 
people from outside New Jersey. 
 
"Its huge structure would attract a correspondingly huge abundance of marine life and greatly enhance New Jersey's 
artificial reef program," said JCAA President John Toth. "Residents and non-residents of our state using this vessel for 
diving and fishing would also benefit the local economy through their purchase of gas, meals, diving and fishing gear." 
 
Figley noted the a World War II-era U.S. Navy aircraft carrier turned into a reef off Florida, at a cost of $23 million, is 
already paying dividends. The Navy paid those costs. The Navy is not planning to pay the costs for the USS Radford,
but Figley said it would listen to cost-sharing proposals. 



DAILY COLLECTION OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2008 – 036 
 

Distribution : daily 3775+  copies worldwide                                Page 10  2/6/2008 

 
The aircraft carrier is the largest Navy ship turned into a reef in America. The USS Radford would be the second 
largest. 
 
"The diving boats in Florida are booked 18 months in advance. This will bring in hundreds of millions over its lifespan. 
The same thing happened in California with a Canadian destroyer," Figley said. 
 
New Jersey's gentling sloping coast would have put the aircraft carrier too far out, 60 to 70 miles, to make it accessible 
to most divers. That's because clearance is required from the top of the ship to the surface of the ocean of 30 to 80 
feet depending on location. Each reef site has its own clearance requirements. 
 
Figley said masts and rigging would be removed from the USS Radford, but it would still be limited to three sites by 
the clearance requirements. This includes the Shark River Reef 16 miles off Manasquan Inlet, the Deepwater Reef 25 
miles off Ocean City, or a new reef 25 miles off Cape May called the Deljerseyland Reef that serves the states of New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland. It would still be a decompression dive. 
 
"As long as you're not going to the sea floor or penetrating the vessel, you could stay within 100 feet (of the surface). 
It would probably take half a dozen dives to see it all," Figley said. Source : PressofAtlanticCity 

Singapore strengthens its naval force 
with three warships 

Singapore commissioned three state-of-the-art warships yesterday, further strengthening one of Asia's most modern 
armed forces. The new frigates join one that entered service last year. Two more are expected to become operational 
next year, the Ministry of Defence said in a news release.  

The last frigate of the Trident class, named SUPREME (73) seen fitting out in Singapore 
Photo : John Bruinsma © 

 
Under a technology transfer agreement with French shipbuilder Direction des Constructions Navales, the first ship was 
designed and built in France. The rest were built in Singapore, the ministry said.  
 
The ships possess stealth capabilities and are equipped with advanced combat systems that allow them to deal with 
surface, air and underwater threats, it said.  
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Each frigate is designed to carry a Sikorsky S-70B helicopter which Teo Chee Hean, the Minister for Defence, said will 
enhance the frigates' potential when the helicopters begin arriving next year.  
 
Each ship will carry 71 sailors and 15 air crew.  'The introduction of the frigates will provide the RSN with a quantum 
leap in warfare capabilities,' Mr Teo said at their commissioning.  
 
RSN is the Republic of Singapore Navy. He said the island nation is home to the world's busiest port and sits astride 
important sea lanes that handle 11 million barrels of oil - almost half of global shipments - every day.  
 
'Many countries will continue to depend on the sea for their economic well-being and the livelihoods of their citizens. 
Safeguarding our sea lines of communications is thus a shared strategic imperative for the countries of the world,' Mr 
Teo said. Source : Shippingtimes-Singapore 

NH-90 zet eerste stap op marineschip 
De voor Nederland bestemde NH-90 helikopter is maandag, 4 februari, voor het eerst geland op een fregat van de 
Koninklijke Marine. De landing in Den Helder op het dek van Hr.Ms. Evertsen maakte deel uit van een reeks 
beproevingen die de nieuwe defensiehelikopter deze week ondergaat. 

 
De tests richten zich op het zogeheten SAMAHE 
helicopter traversing system. Met behulp van dit systeem 
wordt een helikopter onder zware weersomstandigheden 
door middel van een railconstructie van het dek naar de 
hangaar verplaats en omgekeerd. Om de ruimte op het 
schip optimaal te benutten, gaat de helikopter 
´gevouwen´ de hangaar in. De rotorbladen buigen 
hiervoor naar achteren en de staart klapt in. 
 
Na beproevingen op het aangemeerde en varende fregat, 
is volgende week de test van het Link 11-systeem aan de 

beurt. Dit systeem toont waar andere maritieme eenheden 
in de buurt zich bevinden. 
 
Vorig jaar september werd de NH-90 met staartnummer 
N088 voor het eerst gepresenteerd op Marinevliegkamp De 
Kooy in Den Helder. De helikopter – nu nog eigendom van 
de fabrikanten - komt naar verwachting eind 2009 in 
handen van Defensie. 

Het helikopterproject NH-90 is een Europees 
samenwerkingsproject voor de ontwikkeling en productie 
van een middelzware helikopter in twee varianten: één voor 
maritieme operaties (aangeduid als de NATO Frigate 
Helicopter, NFH) en één voor transporttaken (aangeduid als 
de Tactical Transport Helicopter, TTH). Nederland wil 
uiteindelijk een vloot van twintig NH-90 helikopters; twaalf NFH’s (met een optie op twee extra) en acht TTH’s. 
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The Wave Knight seen departing Loch Striven on the Clyde yesterday afternoon 
Photo : Donald Macneil © 

 

SHIPYARD NEWS 
Bahrain Coast Guard boats arrive at ADSB 

Four Bahrain Coast Guard boats have arrived at the Abu Dhabi Ship Building (ADSB) shipyard in Mussafah, Abu Dhabi, 
to undergo a major refit and upgrade program. They are the first of a total of ten boats that will be refitted and 
upgraded under a contract signed with the Bahrain Government in late 2007.  
 
The contract provides for the complete refurbishment of the vessels including new propulsion and auxiliary machinery, 
accommodation facilities and navigation equipment. The work will be undertaken in ADSB's state-of-the-art Composite 
Workshop.  The Commander of the Bahrain Coast Guard, Colonel Ala Abdulla Seyadi, who sailed with the boats from 
Bahrain on their journey to Abu Dhabi commented: "The mid life refit of the Dera'a and Saif class is a major project for 
the Coast Guard. "Once it is completed it will provide us with the core of our patrol boat fleet for the next 15 years. 
We are very confident that ADSB will complete the contract to our satisfaction and we look forward to working with 
them over the period of the contract."  
 
Bill Saltzer, ADSB's CEO said: "All of us at ADSB are pleased to see these vessels arrive in Abu Dhabi to start this 
important project. We are looking forward to demonstrating to the Bahrain Coast Guard the excellent refit capabilities 
that have been developed here to support the requirements of all of the GCC countries."  
 
This contract represents another major milestone in ADSB's short history as it marks the first major refit project on 
Coast Guard boats from another GCC country.  
 
Abu Dhabi Ship Building (ADSB) is a UAE Public Joint Stock Company listed on the Abu Dhabi Securities Market. The 
company is located in the Mussafah Industrial Area of Abu Dhabi and is engaged in the new construction and 
refit/repair/maintenance of both naval and commercial vessels.  
 
In business since 1996, ADSB operates a modern, world-class shipyard facility that includes a shiplift and land level 
transfer system capable of handling vessels up to 2,000 tons in weight and 85 meters in length. In the past eleven 
years, ADSB has built more than 100 new vessels in steel, aluminum and composites. The company also performs 
approximately 175-200 ship repair/refit jobs each year.  
 
ADSB is owned 10% by the Abu Dhabi Government, 40% by Mubadala Development Company, and 50% by more 
than 6,000 UAE National shareholders.  Source : MarineLog 



DAILY COLLECTION OF MARITIME PRESS CLIPPINGS 2008 – 036 
 

Distribution : daily 3775+  copies worldwide                                Page 13  2/6/2008 

The CARNIVAL DESTINY – Photo : Howard H.Baker © 

Samsung Heavy Q4 net rises 84% 
Samsung Heavy Industries Co, the world's second-largest shipbuilder, reported an 84 per cent gain in fourth-quarter 
profit as it made more vessels to meet trade demand in Asia and Europe.  
 
Net income in the three months ended Dec 31 climbed to 117.8 billion won (S$177 million) from 64.1 billion won a 
year earlier. Sales increased 40 per cent to 2.38 trillion won. The numbers were derived from full-year earnings 
announced yesterday and were confirmed by the company.  
 
Shipyards in South Korea, the world's biggest shipbuilding nation, are increasing capacity to clear a production backlog 
of almost four years they won at record prices. Shipping lines ordered a record US$187.3 billion of new vessels last 
year as demand increased to transport raw materials to China and finished goods to the rest of the world.  
 
'Samsung Heavy and other shipyards are building vessels with higher price tags and that means earnings will continue 
to increase,' said Song Jae Hak, an analyst at Woori Investment & Securities Co. in Seoul. He has a 'buy' rating on 
Samsung Heavy.  
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The shares gained 0.3 per cent to close at 29,600 won in Seoul. The stock has advanced 32 per cent in the past 12 
months, outperforming a 20 per cent climb in South Korea's Kospi index.  
 
Samsung Heavy will pay shareholders 500 won a share dividend for the full year, 67 per cent more than the previous 
year. Operating profit, or sales minus the cost of goods sold and administrative expenses, gained almost five-fold to a 
record 140.7 billion won. That brought its operating profit margin to sales to 5.9 per cent.  
 
Still, the margin was smaller than investor expectations, probably because of higher steel-plate costs, said Lee Jae 
Won, an analyst at Tong Yang Investment Bank in Seoul. The market expected a margin of about 7 per nt, he said. Mr 
Lee has a 'buy' recommendation for Samsung Heavy shares.  
 
Hyundai Heavy Industries Co, the world's largest shipyard, reported on Jan 31 a record Q4 net income of 512.9 billion 
won. Operating profit increased 70 per cent to an all- time high of 556.1 billion won, a margin of 13 per cent.  
 
South Korean shipyards are building container vessels, liquefied natural gas carriers and drill ships used to look for oil 
in deep waters, orders received in 2004 and 2005. Source : Bloomberg 

ROUTE, PORTS & SERVICES 

KOTUG’s RT MAGIC seen during the re-floating operation of the Zhen Hua 10 
Photo : Piet Sinke © 

 

DP WORLD'S UAE VOLUMES UP SHARPLY 
DUBAI-based port operator DP World’s says its UAE region has recorded annual growth of 19% growth in throughput 
with the handling of 11m TEU during 2007, as compared to 2006.  
 
A substantial increase in throughput has also been recorded at Dubai’s two ports, Jebel Ali and Port Rashid, showing a 
growth of 20% compared with 2006, to reach 10.7m TEU. Jebel Ali port operations alone grew by more than 25%, 
with the port handling over 9.9m TEU, compared with the volume handled throughout 2006.  
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Commenting on the impressive growth, Mohammed Al Muallem, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, DP 
World - UAE, said: “The growth we realised in 2007 was due to a number of factors, the most prominent of which was 
the increase in trade activity, with a corresponding increase in exports, imports and re-exports. Naturally, this resulted 
in buoyant growth. We have seen continued rapid growth in volumes at Jebel Ali since we first established the facility. 
Our determination to meet our customers’ expanding needs has driven us to continuously upgrade our infrastructure, 
increasing the capacity of the terminal yards and supplying them with modern machinery to efficiently handle our 
customers’ cargo.” Source : Maritime Global Net 

Rolls-Royce propulsion for Chinese dredger 
China’s largest dredging specialist has come to Rolls-Royce for an expanded package of propulsion equipment for its 
latest vessel, following good experience with the propellers and bow thrusters supplied to its previous hopper dredger, 
Wanquingsha, at 10,000m3 capacity the biggest in the Guangzhou Dredging Co’s 80-vessel fleet. 
 
This time, the supply will also include the two main engines as well as the CP propellers, reduction gears and bow 
thrusters. 
 
Bergen B32:40V16P engines have been specified. Rols-Royce said rapid economic growth in China has created a huge 
demand for dredging services to create new ports and channels, as well as reclaiming coastline and maintaining 
existing harbours and waterways. Source : Dredging News Online 

Rotterdamse containerkranen ‘in de 
takels’ op transport 

Een enorme containerkraan wordt VANDAAG, donderdag 7 februari, in twee delen, hangend in de takels van een 
drijvende kraan, over water door de Rotterdamse haven vervoerd. Het gaat om een zogenaamde containerkadekraan 
bestemd voor de terminal van Interforest in Prins Willem-Alexanderhaven. De kraan is gebouwd door Kalmar 
Industries. De onderbouw van de kraan wordt donderdagmorgen vanaf 08.00 uur door de drijvende kraan Matador 3 
van Bonn & Mees opgetakeld bij Kalmar in de Maashaven. Sleepboten brengen het transport naar de Prins  
Willem-Alexanderhaven (verwachte aankomsttijd: 10.00 uur). Na plaatsing van de onderbouw van de kraan op de 
kade van de terminal van Interforest wordt de bovenbouw van de kraan opgehaald. Naar verwachting wordt deze 
bovenbouw donderdagmiddag om 15.00 uur op de onderbouw geplaatst. 
 
De containerkraan, de tweede voor Interforest, is 32 meter breed en 30 meter hoog. De ‘klap’ steekt ruim 38 meter uit 
over het water en ruim 35 meter over de kade. De kraan weegt ongeveer 655 ton. 
 
Kalmar in Rotterdam geldt mondiaal als één van de toonaangevende bouwers van containerkranen en is 

samen met HIAB en MacGREGOR onderdeel van Cargotec, wereldwijd leverancier aan havens van 
voertuigen, installaties en services voor het overslaan van goederen. De Rotterdamse kranenbouwer 

heeft op dit moment orders voor de 
levering van 11 kranen voor containerterminals in Rotterdam, Antwerpen, Helsinki en Rouen. Kalmar in 

Rotterdam is continue op zoek naar engineers en monteurs. 
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Greatship takes delivery of Anjali 
Seabrokers reports that Greatship (India) Ltd has recently taken delivery of its newbuild Moss 501 anchor handler, 
Greatship Anjali.  The Indian flagged, Sri Lanka built DP II vessel has 7,180bhp and a bollard pull of 85 tonnes.  
 
Seabrokers notes that this is the first anchor handler the company has built and adds to their existing fleet of three 
PSVs.  However, as Seabrokers highlighted, the company has a bulging order book of two PSVs, six MPSVs, two MSVs, 
seven anchor handlers and a 350 ft jack up rig 
 

Havila sells Havila Fame PSV 
Havila Shipping ASA has sold the Havila Fame vessel. The 1995-built PSV was purchased from the Seacore group in 
March 2005.  Delivery will take place by the end of February or early March. The sales price of the vessel is $23 million  
 

The containership Cap Palliser sailing from Lyttelton,New Zealand 06.02.08 for Brisbane. The ship is employed on a 
service between Far Eastern Ports, Australia and New Zealand. 

Alan Calvert © 
 

Kuwait oil tanker to order six oil tankers 
State-owned Kuwait oil tanker Co (KOTC) plans to order six new oil tankers including four giant crude vessels at a cost 
of $800 million, the company chief said in comments published Wednesday. Nabeel Buresli told a newspaper the firm 
plans to award the contract to Japanese or South Korean shipbuilders in the first half of this year and warned the price 
could increase as global costs were on the rise.  
 
It will take three years to build the four very large crude carriers (VLCCs) and two large petroleum products tankers, 
Buresli said. This will be the second of three-phase modernisation plan that began several years ago.  
 
In the first phase which ended last year, KOTC bought nine vessels at a cost of 600 million dollars which included two 
VLCCs each with a capacity of over 300,000 metric tonnes and sold six old ones.  
 
KOTC fleet currently stands at 26 ships, including eight VLCCs, 14 products vessels and four LPG tankers with a total 
annual capacity of 3.5 million metric tonnes, Buresli said. The company plans to sell this year between four and six old 
vessels, he said.  The third phase will start in 2011, Buresli said without providing further details.  Established in 1957 
by a group of Kuwaiti private investors, KOTC was taken over by the government in 1979 and is the transportation arm 
of the national oil company Kuwait Petroleum Corp.  Source : India times 

First of four ro/ros delivered from China 
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SSG-RINGKØBING. The first of four ro/ros built in Nanjing for Norbulk Shipping with a long-term time charter with 
DFDS Tor Line has been delivered and is currently heading for Europe. The ro/ro is named Tor Corona and will arrive 
in Europe in February to enter its time charter with DFDS and will pass Cap Finisterre en route from China. The Tor 
Corona is hull no. 05-0402 from Jinling Shipyard in Nanjing. It is 187 metres long and measures 11,300 DWT on a 
draft of 6.9 metres. It has a cargo capacity of 230 trailers on 3,343 lane metres and is powered by two MAN 8L48-60B 
diesel engines developing some 19,200 kW and giving a service speed of 20 knots. When the vessel is taken over by 
DFDS Tor Line, it will be deployed in the Baltic Bridge Service from Fredericia via Copenhagen to Klaipeda, replacing 
the Tor Maxima. The next vessel from Nanjing is the Tor Hafnia, which is scheduled for delivery at the end of 
March. 
 

"Gelius 2" Was Put into Operation 
On January, 31 of the current year the Turkish year Cheksan put into operation the eight multipurpose dry cargo 
vessel "Gelius 2" of Caspian Express type, built due to the order of Albros. 

 
The vessel was projected by the Maritime Engineering Bureau. Its deadweight is 3357 tons, the length – 89.7 m, the 
breadth – 15.6 m, the hull height – 5.75 m. 
 

Tanjung Offshore to take delivery of 
five vessels 

TANJUNG Offshore Bhd, an integrated oil and gas (O&G) service provider, expects to receive five more vessels in the 
second half of this year. They are expected to contribute significantly to its profit in its current financial year (FY) 
ending Dec 31.  
 
Tanjung Offshore managing director Omar Khalid said the five vessels, with a total investment value of RM214mil, 
comprised three anchor-handling tug supply, one well-testing vessel, and one tug and utility boat.  
 
“We believe that the delivery of these new vessels will positively augment our earnings this year,” he told StarBiz.  
For the second half of FY07, the company posted a net profit of RM9.2mil on the back of RM202.1mil.  
 
Currently, Tanjung Offshore owns and operates seven vessels servicing the O&G industry.  Besides offshore support 
vessels (OSVs), the company is also involved in supplying O&G drilling rigs and mobile offshore production units 
(MOPU).  
 
The company has a three-year order book of over RM1bil – RM500mil in the supply of charter of the mobile offshore 
production unit as well as SERF and THE208 jack-up drilling rigs, RM250mil for O&G engineering equipment, RM100mil 
in OSVs and the remaining in maintenance service contracts.  
 
Tanjung Offshore is an exclusive agent of The Offshore Drilling Company (TODCO) in Malaysia for the procurement 
and mobilisation of a range of drilling rigs and the provision of technical support.  
 
It is also the first local corporation to be awarded a MOPU contract since June 2006. OSVs and O&G engineering 
equipment make up the majority of the company's profit. “Currently, we are bidding for contracts worth up to RM2bil. 
Most of the contracts are from oil majors operating in Malaysian waters,” he said, adding that Tanjung Offshore had a 
success rate of between 20% and 25%. Going forward, Omar said, the company would be interested to delve more 
into the O&G deepwater sector via the order of more specialised vessels by year-end.  Source : The Star 
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MT Quist Teus is on transit from Rio Orinoco River, Venezuela 
Photo : Crew Volvox Hollandia © 

 

Hurtigruten looks to the White Sea 
SSG-TØNSBERG. Hurtigruten is looking into taking Norwegian and foreign tourists to the White Sea area in Russia 
and tempting Russian tourists to try a cruise on one of the company’s modern cruise ships. Hurtigruten marketing 
director, Olav Lühr, says his company will hold training seminars to promote Norway as a destination. So far, 
Hurtigruten has targeted the Arkhangelsk Oblast and has made a presentation to local tour operators. A pilot project is 
being planned to use Arkhangelsk as the main port for cruises in the White Sea, according to Lühr. He believes 
strongly in the region’s potential as a tourist destination. 
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The JUMBO VISION seen arriving in Rotterdam 
Photo : Henk van der Heijden © 
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Today’s wind (+6Bft) and wave (+3m) chart. Created with SPOS, the onboard weather information & 
voyage optimisation system, used on over 1000 vessels today. 

…. PHOTO OF THE DAY ….. 

The NOORDAM was docked in St. Thomas together with HAL’s previous owned Wind Spirit, A couple of hours after 
“Johnnie Bravo” took his shot of the Noordam which was in yesterdays newsclippings , I took “his” Wind Spirit. 

Photo : Kees J. Kant © 
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