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Acquisition Information


Acquired by: Peter D. Schulz, with teaching assistants Kelly McGuire and Brenda Butler, directed this 1977 UC Davis Field School excavation.





Date of Acquisition: 1977





Location: CA-NAP-448, the Gordon Site, is located near Fairfield, in Napa County, California. This mound site, measuring 200 meters by 70 meters, is both a habitation site and a cemetery. The site is located on private land.





Means of Acquisition: Approximately 14.5 cubic meters were excavated by the 1977 UC Davis Field School. Material was recovered from ten 1.5 x 1.5 meter units which were excavated in arbitrary, 10 centimeter levels, and all material was screened through 1/8" mesh. Depth of units ranged from 60 to 120 centimeters.





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: One burial was recorded during this excavation but was not excavated; consequently the burial is not curated at UC Davis. However, funerary objects were found in association with the burial and are curated at UC Davis. Also recovered from this excavation are 16 pieces of disassociated human bone. Note that all faunal material has been searched for human bone.





Documentation: Documentation consists of Butler's (1978) report on the site, the field notes (Schulz 1977a), the catalog (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum 1977), and the photographs (Schulz 1977b).








References on File


Butler, Brenda    


1978    Preliminary report, Archaeological investigations at CA-NAP-448 near Fairfield Napa County, California. On file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





Griset, Suzanne   


1991    Summary Descriptions of Collections containing Human Skeletal Materials. Accession 150. On file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





Schulz, Peter


1977a	Field notes and Site Summary for Accession 150. On file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





1977b	Photographs for Accession 150. On file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum


1977	Catalog for Accession 150. On file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





1991	Accession 150 Site Summary and Burial Summary Data for 1 Burial. On file, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Davis.








Burial #1 of 1


Catalog Number(s): Not exhumed.





Description of Human Remains: The skeleton of an adult, found in a flexed position, and oriented south was located at a depth of 80 centimeters. Objects found in association directly above the individual were collected, although the skeleton was not disturbed.





Description of Exhumation: Burial 1 was first encountered at 60 centimeters during the excavation of Unit 1S5W. The burial was not exhumed due to time constraints.





Comments:  





Antiquity: The presence of Olivella sp. round saddle beads indicate that these remains date to the Middle Period, or roughly 2500 BC to AD 500. However, the artifact assemblage at the site indicates and antiquity from Middle or Late Phase 1 of the Late Period through the Historic period, or roughly AD 500 - 1920. (Butler 1978:65). It is therefore most likely that this individual was interred during the Middle/Late Period transition, or roughly AD 500.





Unassociated Funerary Objects: Objects associated with this burial include all material found directly above the burial. Because the human remains with which these funerary objects are associated are not curated here, these objects are considered Unassociated Funerary Objects (43 CFR 10,2(b)(4)) for the purpose of the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act.  Although beyond the scope of the inventory (43 CFR 10.9(a)), these items are listed here for consistency in reporting.





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
150-2174�
Olivella sp. shell bead�
1S5W at 60-70 cm�
�
150-2186�
24 Olivella sp. round saddle beads�
1S5W at 70-80 cm�
�



Affiliation: These objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of this site, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of these objects post-dates the Patwin intrusion into the area, it is not likely that they are affiliated with Hokan speaking groups who once occupied the region. However, because ethnographic boundaries were not established until approximately 1500 AD, it is possible that these objects could be affiliated with any of the several groups in the vicinity, such as the Patwin, Miwok or the Wappo.





Since it cannot be determined which group may have occupied the vicinity at AD 500, these objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Disassociated Human Bone 


Based on the artifact assemblage, this site dates from Middle or Late Phase 1 of the Late Period through the Historic period, or roughly AD 500 - 1920. (Butler 1978:65). 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
150-2084�
Unidentified tooth fragment�
1S5W at 10-20 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-2106�
Unidentified tooth fragment�
1S5W at 20-30 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-2184�
Incisor�
1S5W at 60-70 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-5070�
Molar�
1N2W at 20-30 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
�
Root of Incisor �
�
�
�
150-5087�
Incisor�
1N2W at 30-40 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9156 �
Molar�
1S5E at 10-20 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9300�
Infant incisor�
4N3E at 50-60 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9301�
Left auditory meatus-infant�
4N3E at 50-60 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9302�
Tooth�
1N9W at 40-50 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9303�
Canine�
4N10W at 20-30 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9304�
Burnt tooth�
4N10W at 20-30 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9305�
Infant tooth�
1N9W at 20-30 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9306�
Phalanx�
1S5W at 50-60 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9307�
Infant femur-unfused�
1S9E at 80-90 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�
150-9308�
Infant femur-unfused�
5N8W at 10-20 cm�
AD 500 - 1920�
�






Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.


  


Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of this site, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since this site post-dates the Patwin intrusion into the area, it is not likely that these remains are affiliated with Hokan speaking groups who once occupied the region. However, because ethnographic boundaries were not established until approximately 1500 AD, it is possible that these remains could be affiliated with any of the several groups in the vicinity, such as the Patwin, Miwok or the Wappo.





Evidence that the site was occupied by the Patwin includes the presence of artifacts which date to Phase 2 of the Late Period (or roughly AD 1500) through the Historic Period.





Because these remains may predate Phase 2 of the Late Period, when the Patwin were known to have occupied this area, there is the possibility that the remains are affiliated with some other neighboring group. Consequently, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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