University of California, Davis


Department of Anthropology Museum


Inventory of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects


 for 


Accession 33





Acquisition Information


Acquired by: The Fall 1967 UC Davis Field School, under the direction of Jerald Johnson, conducted excavations at this habitation site, located at the confluence of a seasonal drainage and Cache Creek. Students from the California State University at Sonoma also participated in a portion of the excavation.





Date of Acquisition: 1967





Location: Site CA-YOL-17. This habitation site is located near the town of Rumsey in Yolo county, California. The site was abandoned between 1906-1908, when its inhabitants moved to the newly established Rumsey Rancheria. CA-YOL-17, is divided into northern and southern portions by a gravel road, and is located on private property.





Means of Acquisition: Approximately 20 cubic meters were excavated from twelve 1.5 x 1.5 meter units by the 1967 Field School. The material from all units south of the gravel road were excavated in arbitrary, 10 centimeter levels and the material was screened using 1/8 inch mesh. In the area north of the gravel road, the excavators discovered that as much as 90 centimeters of alluvial overburden covered the cultural deposit there. After removing the majority of the sterile alluvium with a shovel, they excavated the exposed cultural deposit in arbitrary, 10 centimeter levels and screened it using 1/8 inch mesh. 





Excluding a unit opened by visiting Sonoma State students that was abandoned after the first 5 centimeters of excavation, depths of units in the northern portion of the site ranged from 70 to 190 centimeters. The overburden ranged from 5 to 90 centimeters thick and averaged 60 centimeters in thickness, and the cultural deposit ranged from 65 to 100 centimeters thick with an average thickness of 78 centimeters. In the southern portion of the site, where no overburden was present, depth of units ranged from 10 to 110 centimeters with an average depth of 54 centimeters.





In addition to the units discussed above, a 1.5 x 1.5 meter unit, located in the dance house adjacent to the south side of the road, was excavated to a depth of 10 centimeters. Additional material was also collected from the surface of the site and from the cultural deposit exposed in the seasonal drainage that forms the eastern boundary of the site.





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: Two individuals, one of which was accompanied by funerary objects, and 7 pieces of disassociated human bone were recovered from this excavation. The human remains and associated funerary objects are curated at UC Davis. The human remains and associated funerary objects from Burial 2 are affiliated with Patwin groups. Burial 1 and the 7 pieces of disassociated human bone are unaffiliated.





Documentation: Field notes (P. Johnson 1967, J. Johnson 1967b), level records (Johnson 1967a), and a single photograph (Johnson 1967c), document the excavation, in addition to a brief summary provided by Patricia Johnson (1968).
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Burial 1 of 2


Burial 1 is listed in the Inventory of Unaffiliated Remains and Assoicated Funerary Objects.








 Burial 2 of 2


Catalog Number(s): 33-1023





Description of Human Remains: Burial 2 consists of the approximately 40% complete skeletal remains of an infant, estimated to be a newborn +/- 2 months. The infant was found tightly flexed on its stomach with its head oriented west (P. Johnson 1967:43). Patricia Johnson (1967:43) indicates that the funerary objects accompanying this burial were found clustered around the head and neck. Bones present include cranial and mandibular fragments as well as ribs, scapulae, pelvis, vertebrae, long bones and hand bones.  





Description of Exhumation: The remains of the infant were recovered from Unit 5S24E at a depth of 82 centimeters. Although there is no burial record documenting the exhumation of this individual, P. Johnson (1967:4343-44) indicates that the grave pit was distinguishable from the midden and extended beyond the midden into sterile soil. The grave pit measured 26 x 19 centimeters by 7 centimeters deep (P. Johnson 1967:44), and was apparently excavated separately.





Comments: 





Antiquity: Based upon the presence of Clam shell Disk beads, this burial dates to the Phase 2 of the Late Period (approximately AD 1500 - 1920). Patricia Johnson (1968:32) documents the last occupation of the site at no later than 1908 AD. The antiquity of these remains therefore ranges from AD 1500 to 1908.





Associated Funerary Objects: 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
33-1008�
2 Haliotis sp. Shell Beads Type K2bIII�
5S24E, Burial 2, 82cm�
�
33-1009�
1 Haliotis sp. Shell Bead Type K5aI�
5S24E, Burial 2, 82cm�
�
33-1010�
6 Haliotis sp. Shell Beads Type N1AI 


2 Haliotis sp. Shell Beads Fragments Type N1AI�
5S24E, Burial 2, 82cm�
�
33-1011�
10 Haliotis sp. Shell Beads Type Q1AI�
5S24E, Burial 2, 82cm�
�
33-1013�
2 Clam shell disc beads�
5S24E, Burial 2, 82cm�
�
33-1014�
2 Steatite disc beads�
5S24E, Burial 2, 82cm�
�



Affiliation: In consideration of the available information, these remains and associated funerary objects are most likely to be affiliated with the following present-day Indian Tribes:





Colusa Rancheria�
P.O. Box 8


Colusa, CA 95932�
�
Cortina Rancheria�
P.O. Box 7470


Citrus Heights, CA 95621-7470�
�
Rumsey Rancheria�
P.O. Box 18


Brooks, CA 95606�
�
  


Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: These remains and associated funerary objects, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, date to no earlier than AD 1500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and then spread into the surrounding foothills sometime before the beginning of Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD). Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period, after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58).





Based on the presence of Clam Shell disk beads, this burial dates to Phase 2 of the Late Period. 





References


Beardsley, Richard


1971	Culture Sequences in Central California Archaeology. In The California Indians, A Sourcebook, second ed. Richard Heizer and M. A. Whipple, editors. Berkeley: University of California Press pp. 158-185.





�
Bettinger, Robert L.


1995	Determining Affiliation of Cultural Remains from California Potentially Affiliated with Federally Recognized Tribes. Manuscript on file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





Elsasser, Albert B.


1978	Development of Regional Prehistoric Cultures. In Handbook of North American Indians Volume 8: California. Robert F. Heizer, Volume editor. Washington: Smithsonian Institution, pp. 58-69.





Heizer, Robert


1936	Archaeology of the Miller Site, Colusa County, California. On file, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Davis.





King, Chester


1978	Protohistoric and Historic Archaeology. In Handbook of North American Indians Volume 8: California. Robert F. Heizer, Volume editor. Washington: Smithsonian Institution pp. 37-57.





Moratto, Michael


1984	California Archaeology. New York: Academic Press.








Disassociated Human Bone 


The 7 pieces of disassoicated human bone from Accession 33 are listed in the Inventory of Unaffiliated Remains and Assoicated Funerary Objects.





�PAGE  �29�


University of California, Davis 


Accession 33 (affiliated portion)











