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Acquisition Information


Acquired by:  Robert Edwards, under contract for the National Park Service, conducted salvage excavations at this site prior to the construction of the Tehama Colusa Canal. The final report for the project was also submitted as Edwards’ (1969) M.A. thesis.





Date of Acquisition: 1968





Location:  CA-TEH-262,  Thomes Creek.  Located in Tehama county, on the north bank of Thomes Creek, the site is approximately two miles northeast of Richfield and two miles south of Tehama. The site is on Federal land administered by the Bureau of Reclamation.





Means of Acquisition: A total of approximately 17 cubic meters were excavated from nine 1x2 meter units. Units were excavated in arbitrary, 10 centimeter levels to depths ranging from 70 to 100 centimeters. Eight of the units were excavated entirely by hand and the remaining unit (Unit 16) was excavated with a front hoe and by hand.


 


Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects:  Two burials and seven pieces of disassociated human bone were removed from this site during the excavation. There are no associated funerary objects in this collection. All of the human remains recovered from the excavation are currently curated at UC Davis.





Documentation:  Documentation of the excavation includes a field burial record, photographs of the excavation, and Edwards’ thesis. 
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Burial #1 of 2


Catalog Number(s): 34-1053





Description of Human Remains: Burial 1 consists of the partial skeleton of a child  between the ages of 4 and 8 years old. The remains include fragmented cranial elements,  incomplete leg bones, and a partial pelvis. The child was found oriented east in a face up, semi-flexed position.





Description of Exhumation: The burial was located at a depth of 78-100 centimeters in Unit 3, and had been disturbed by rodent activity.





Comments: Note that both the Burial record (Edwards 1968c) and Velosa (1994) erroneously indicate that this burial was found in Unit 1.  Examination of  Edwards’ photographs (1968a) and his thesis (1969) clearly indicate that Burial 1 is located in Unit 3. Her error in unit identification caused Velosa to exclude the portion of human skeletal material in the level bag labeled Unit 3 in her (1994) analysis of Burial 1.





Antiquity: Edwards estimates the age of the site at 3000 BC to 0 AD based on four obsidian hydration readings from unsourced obsidian and an artifact assemblage which indicates a subsistence that excluded acorns. However, the presence of a Gunther Barbed projectile point suggests a later, possibly separate, occupation sometime during the Late Period, or approximately AD 0 to 1920. The presence of historic artifacts in the upper 40 centimeters of the site also indicate a later occupation. Age of the burial therefore ranges from 3000 BC to 1920 AD.   





Associated Funerary Objects: The Burial Record states that red ochre was found in association with this burial, although it was apparently not collected, since no ochre has been found in the collection with this provenience.  





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated. 





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The occupation of the site may range from approximately 3000 BC to 1920 AD.





There is a clear relationship with the Nomelaki at other sites in the region that date from approximately AD 700, when the Wintu-Nomelaki moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6). Sites in this area of greater antiquity were occupied by other, presently undetermined groups. Because there is no clear indication of the antiquity of these remains, they cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial #2 of 2


Catalog Number(s): 34-1054





Description of Human Remains: Burial 2 consists of the extremely fragmented skeleton of one individual who was found face up in a tightly flexed position.


The cranium consists of calvarium fragments with no facial bones or dentition present, and the postcrania includes the shafts of lower long bones.  Although no osteometric analysis was possible, femoral robusticity suggests this individual had reached adulthood.


 


Description of Exhumation: Burial 2 was first noted in the sidewall of Unit 15, however the remains were actually removed during the excavation of Unit 16, the last unit excavated at the site. Because of time constraints, Unit 16 was excavated with a front hoe to a depth of over 80 centimeters to expose Burial 2. Excavation of the Burial and the remaining portion of Unit 16 was by hand. The remains were located at a depth of 90-100 centimeters in Unit 16.





Comments:





Antiquity: Edwards estimates the age of the site at 3000 BC to 0 AD based on four obsidian hydration readings from unsourced obsidian and an artifact assemblage which indicates a subsistence that excluded acorns. However, the presence of a Gunther Barbed projectile point suggests a later, possibly separate, occupation sometime during the Late Period, or approximately AD 0 to 1920. The presence of historic artifacts in the upper 40 centimeters of the site also indicate a later occupation. Age of the burial therefore ranges from 3000 BC to 1920 AD.   





Associated Funerary Objects:  None





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated. 





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The occupation of the site may range from approximately 3000 BC to 1920 AD.





There is a clear relationship with the Nomelaki at other sites in the region that date from approximately AD 700, when the Wintu-Nomelaki moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6). Sites in this area of greater antiquity were occupied by other, presently undetermined groups. Because there is no clear indication of the antiquity of these remains, they cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Disassociated Human Bone 


Velosa (1994) and the UC Davis Museum Site Summary and Burial Summary Data (1992) conflict in their descriptions of the disassociated human bone fragments from this collection. A complete reexamination (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum 1995a) of the material identified the following pieces of disassociated human bone. 





Edwards estimates the age of the site at 3000 BC to 0 AD based on four obsidian hydration readings from unsourced obsidian and an artifact assemblage which indicates a subsistence that excluded acorns. However, the presence of a Gunther Barbed projectile point suggests a later, possibly separate, occupation sometime during the Late Period, or approximately AD 0 to 1920. The presence of historic artifacts in the upper 40 centimeters of the site also indicate a later occupation. Age of the disassociated human bone from this site therefore ranges from 3000 BC to 1920 AD.   





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
34-963�
1 left ulna fragment (proximal diaphysis)�
Unit 1, 20 - 30cm                      �
3000 BC - 1920 AD�
�
34-964�
2 proximal rib fragments, 1 unidentified fragment�
Unit 1, 80-90cm�
3000 BC - 1920 AD�
�
34-965�
1 upper right first molar�
Unit 1, 90-100cm�
3000 BC - 1920 AD�
�
34-980�
1 left femur fragment (proximal diaphysis)�
Unit 2, 50-60cm�
3000 BC - 1920 AD�
�
34-1012�
1 upper right first molar�
Unit 7, 50-60cm�
3000 BC - 1920 AD�
�



Determination of Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated. 





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The occupation of the site may range from approximately 3000 BC to 1920 AD.





There is a clear relationship with the Nomelaki at other sites in the region that date from approximately AD 700, when the Wintu-Nomelaki moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6). Sites in this area of greater antiquity were occupied by other, presently undetermined groups. Because there is no clear indication of the antiquity of these remains, they cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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