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Acquisition Information


Acquired by: Kelly McGuire of the Far Western Anthropological Research Group, Inc., conducted test excavations in 1984 for the Bureau of Reclamation to evaluate the site for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.





Date of Acquisition:  1984





Location:  Site CA-SIS-259, Sheepy East #1.  The site, a temporary camp occupied from 250 - 1350 AD, is located on a low mound on the northeast shore of Lower Klamath Lake, Siskiyou County, California. Land Status: Federal.





Means of Acquisition: Three 1 x 1.5 meter units were excavated stratigraphically to maximum depths ranging from 60 to 70 centimeters. A total of approximately 3 cubic meters were excavated.





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects:  No burials were recorded during the excavation.  However, six pieces of disassociated human bone were found.





Documentation:  Survey and excavation reports, in addition to field notes and photographs, document this excavation.
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Disassociated Human Bone


Based on a radiocarbon date of AD 1340 (Beta 12382), the presence of Gunther Barbed projectile points, and an analysis of obsidian hydration readings, McGuire (1985:i, 33) concluded that this site was occupied from between AD 250 - 1350.





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
367-151�
3 teeth fragments�
N30E11, 40-50cm�
250 - 1350 AD�
�
367-151�
Maxilla fragment (in 3 pieces)�
N30E11, 40-50cm�
250 - 1350 AD�
�



Affiliation: In consideration of the available information, these remains are likely to be affiliated with the following present-day Indian Tribes:





Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma�
515 G SE39


Miami, OK 74354


�
�
Klamath General Council�
P.O. Box 436 


Chiloquin, OR 97624-0436�
�



Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of Sheepy East #1 dates to approximately AD 250 (McGuire 1985:i, 33).





There is a reasonably clear line of relationship with the Modoc at this site, based upon the subsistence practices represented (McGuire 1985:55-60). Although archaeological and linguistic evidence indicates that other groups may have traveled through the area during this time (McGuire 1985:61-62, Bettinger 1995:6), the radiocarbon date of AD 1340 and a subsistence pattern that includes intensive fish and antelope processing indicate that the human remains recovered from Sheepy East #1 are most likely affiliated with the Modoc.
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