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Acquisition Information


Acquired by: Dr. Martin Baumhoff and graduate student Walt Brown directed this 1963 UC Davis Field School excavation.





Date of Acquisition: 1963.





Location: Site CA-COL-1, the Miller Mound.  Located on the west bank of the Sacramento River, north of Knights Landing and southeast of Grimes, in Colusa county, California. The Miller Mound measures 250 feet north-south and 300 feet east-west, rising 9 feet above the surface. The site is located on private property.





Means of Acquisition: Approximately 107 cubic feet were excavated by the 1963 UC Davis Field School.  Material was recovered from twenty-eight 5 x 5 foot units which were excavated in arbitrary 6 inch levels. All materials were screened through 1/4" mesh.  Depth of units ranged from 6 to 120 inches.   





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: Six burials were recorded during this excavation, all of which are curated at UC Davis. Funerary objects were found in association with three of these burials, and are also curated here. Also recovered from this excavation are 44 pieces of disassociated human bone. Note that all faunal material has been searched for human bone.





Documentation: Details of this excavation are recorded in reports (Heine et al 1969, Schulz et al 1974), brief field notes (Anonymous 1963), and photographs (Johnson and Layton 1963).


 


Note that all references to the catalog pertain to the original catalog (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum nd 2) and not to the catalog produced by Schulz (1992a).
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�
Burial #1 of 6


Catalog Number(s): 38-6500





Description of Human Remains: This Burial contains the remains of two individuals. The remains of the first individual consist of a 90% complete skeleton of an approximately 22-25 year old female. Missing skeletal material includes the maxilla and mandible, and phalanxes. The second individual, an approximately 50 year old male, is represented by a maxilla and mandible.





Description of Exhumation: Burial 1 was first encountered during the excavation of Unit 7N15W and 6N15W. After exposing the burial, adjoining units 7N14.5W and 6N14.5W were also excavated to ensure full exhumation. The first individual was found flexed on the back with an unknown orientation, resting at approximately 30-66 inches. Individual 2 was found mixed with Individual 1.





Comments:  





Antiquity: Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Associated Funerary Objects: 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
38-6526�
Bone awl�
Burial 1�
�



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial #2 of 6


Catalog Number(s): 38-6501





Description of Human Remains: Burial 2 consists of a 96% complete skeleton of an approximately 15-18 year old male. Missing skeletal material consists of phalanxes and metacarpals.





Description of Exhumation: Burial 2 was encountered during the excavation of Units 7N15W, 6N15W, 7N14.5W, and 6N14.5W. The position and orientation of Burial 2 is unknown, but the remains were found resting at approximately 30-66 inches.





Comments: 





Antiquity: Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Associated Funerary Objects: None.





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial #3 of 6


Catalog Number(s): 38-6505





Description of Human Remains: The remains consist of  an 80% complete skeleton of an approximately 35-45 year old female. Missing skeletal material includes the cranium, maxilla, metacarpals, and phalanxes.





Description of Exhumation: Burial 3 was encountered during the excavation of Units 7N15W, 6N15W, 7N14.5W, and 6N14.5W. The position and orientation of Burial 3 is unknown, but the remains were found resting at approximately 30-66 inches.





Comments: 





Antiquity: Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Associated Funerary Objects: None.





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial #4 of 6


Catalog Number(s): 38-6508, 38-6509





Description of Human Remains: The remains consist of an 80% complete skeleton of an approximately 21-41 year old male. Missing skeletal material includes metacarpals, tarsals, metatarsals, phalanxes, and mandible. (The proximal end of the right femur and lateral end of the right clavicle are cataloged as 38-6509).


 


Description of Exhumation: Burial 4 was encountered during the excavation of Units 7N15W, 6N15W, 7N14.5W, and 6N14.5W. The position and orientation of Burial 4 is unknown, but the remains were found resting at approximately 30-66 inches.





Comments:  





Antiquity: Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Associated Funerary Objects: 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
38-96�
Steatite Bead�
Burial 4�
�



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial #5 of 6


Catalog Number(s): 38-6509, 38-6508, 38-6510





Description of Human Remains: The remains consist of an 80% complete skeleton of an approximately 18-22 year old male. Missing skeletal material includes the cranium, tarsals, metatarsals, metacarpals, and phalanxes. (The right articulating femur head is cataloged as 38-6508 and the two fragments of the right tibia are cataloged as 38-6509 and 38-6510.)





Description of Exhumation: Burial 5 was encountered during the excavation of Units 7N15W, 6N15W, 7N14.5W, and 6N14.5W. The position and orientation of Burial 5 is unknown, but the remains were found resting at approximately 30-66 inches.





Comments: 





Antiquity: Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Associated Funerary Objects: None.





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial 6 of 6


Catalog Number(s): 38-6510, 38-6511





Description of Human Remains: The remains from Burial 6 consist of a minimum of 4 to a maximum of 15 individuals. Only remains of one individual, an infant, could be identified during the excavation. The remains of this individual, referred to as Burial 6a, consists of a 75% complete skeleton of an approximately 9 month old infant of indeterminable sex. Missing skeletal material includes carpals, metacarpals, tarsals, metatarsals, phalanxes, vertebra, and cranial fragments. Burial 6a is cataloged as 38-6511. The remaining skeletal material, cataloged as 38-6510, consists of remains from 3-14 individuals. Referred to as Burial 6b, none of these remains could be consistently identified as belonging to the same individual. 





Description of Exhumation: Burial 6 was encountered during the excavation of Units 7N15W, 6N15W, 7N14.5W, and 6N14.5W. The position and orientation of Burial 6 is unknown, but the remains were found resting at approximately 30-66 inches.





Comments:





Antiquity: Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Associated Funerary Objects:





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
38-97�
4 Olivella sp. Beads�
Burial 6a-infant�
�
38-98�
3 Olivella sp. Beads�
Burial 6a-infant�
�



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Disassociated Human Bone 





Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
38-126A�
lumbar vertebra with lipping�
21N10W at 30-36"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-154A�
proximal phalanx-ray #1-unfused�
6N14.5W�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-184A�
parietal fragment�
6N1E at 108-114"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-226A�
crania fragment-infant�
A-1 at 30-36"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-230A�
hand phalanx�
E-1 at 72-78"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-306A�
metacarpal III�
8N1E at 24-30"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-341A�
vertebral fragment�
7N14.5W at 30-36"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-400A�
cervical vertebral fragment-body�
5S10W at 30-36"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-428A�
lumbar vertebra�
6N1E at 66-72"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-434A�
phalanx�
10N9W at 6-12"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-6218�
tooth-canine�
13S10W at 60-66"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-6260 �
tooth-molar�
24S3W at 36-42"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-6528�
right talus�
Burial 1 ?�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
�
right I metatarsal�
�
�
�
�
right IV metatarsal�
�
�
�
�
distal phalanx-ray #1�
�
�
�
�
medial cuneiform�
�
�
�
�
rib shaft fragment�
�
�
�
38-6600�
sternum-female�
7N14.5W at 42-48"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-6601�
foot-middle phalanx�
7N14.5W at 18-24"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-6603�
III metacarpal�
1N10W at 0-6"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-6645�
tooth-incisor�
unknown�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8200�
right femur-shaft�
10N9W at 18-24"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8201�
tooth-deciduous incisor�
6N10W at 78-84"�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8202�
talus�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8203�
carpal�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8204�
III metatarsal-left�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8205�
III metatarsal-right�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8206�
tooth-top premolar�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8207�
tooth-right second molar�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8208�
tooth-right top canine�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8209�
tooth-indeterminate�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8210�
tooth-indeterminate�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8211�
zygomatic-orbital fragment�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8216�
tooth-incisor�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8218�
7 rib fragments�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�
38-8219�
tooth-1st molar�
Burial Unit�
2500 BC - AD 1872�
�



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1500 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).





Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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