31 October, 1995





Notice of Inventory Completion for Native American Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects for Accession 38a, a Collection in the Possession of the Department of Anthropology Museum at the University of California, Davis





To Whom it May Concern:





Notice is hereby given under the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3003(d), of the completion of an inventory for Native American human remains and associated funerary objects from a site in Colusa County, California currently in the possession of the Department of Anthropology Museum at the University of California, Davis (the Museum). 





A detailed inventory and assessment has been made by members of the professional and technical staff of the Museum. Members of the following Tribes were also invited to participate in the completion of the inventory:





Representative�
Tribe�
Address�
�
Mr. Delbert Benjamin�
Colusa Rancheria


�
P.O. Box 8


Colusa, CA 95932


�
�
Ms. Mary Norton�
Cortina Rancheria


�
P.O. Box 7470


Citrus Heights, CA 95621-7470


�
�
Mr. Phillip Knight�
Rumsey Rancheria


�
P.O. Box 18


Brooks, CA 95606


�
�



In 1973, site CA-COL-1, the Miller Mound, was excavated by a University of California, Davis Field School under the direction of Peter Schulz. The Miller Mound is a large habitation site located on private land along the Sacramento River near the town of Knights Landing in Colusa County, California. The collections resulting from this excavation were accessioned by the Museum in 1967. 





Human remains and associated funerary objects from 3 burials, representing a total of 3 individuals, were recovered during the excavation. Of the 3 burials recorded, 2 were excavated and curated at UC Davis. The third burial (Burial 3) was not exhumed, although objects found in association with this burial are also curated at UC Davis. The remains are fragmentary, although nearly complete. Objects were found associated with all three burials, including at least 5,000 �
Clam Shell Disk Beads, approximately 200 Haliotis sp. ornaments and fragments, a bone awl, over 10,000 trade beads,  2 magnesite cylinders, 13 buttons, 3 basket fragments, 1 piece of cordage, 44 coins, 4 metal fragments, a square nail, a hat, 3 textile fragments, a crushed metal pan, and approximately 2 liters of saltbush seeds. At present, 5 items have not been located at the Museum. 





The presence of Clam Shell Disk beads indicates that Burial 1 dates to Phase 2 of the Late Period (or roughly AD 1500 - 1790). The presence of historic items indicate that Burial 2 and the unassociated funerary objects from Burial 3 date to the Historic Period, or not before AD 1790.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley sometime around AD 0, and then spread into the surrounding foothills sometime before the beginning of Phase 2 of the Late Period. Robert Heizer also documented the Miller Mound as an ethnographic village site inhabited by the River Patwin at least through the Historic Period, or since 1770, until it was abandoned in 1872. The archaeological assemblage from CA-COL-1 also indicates a congruent occupation that is consistent with the ethnographic Patwin. 





Based on this information, there is a clear relationship of shared group identity which can be  traced between these human remains and associated funerary objects and the Patwin  Indians from the Rumsey Rancheria, the Cortina Rancheria, and the Colusa Rancheria.





This notice has been sent to officials of the Tribes listed above.  Representatives of any other Indian Tribe that believes itself to be culturally affiliated with the human remains and associated funerary objects should contact Lisa Deitz, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis, CA 95616, telephone (916)752-8280/(916)752-0745 before [thirty days after publication of this notice in the Federal Register].  Repatriation of these human remains to the Tribes listed above may begin after this date if no additional claimants come forward.





Sincerely, 











Dr. Robert Bettinger


Chairman of the Committee for the Treatment of Skeletal Remains


