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Acquisition Information

Acquired by: Graduate student Peter Schulz directed this 1973 UC Davis Field School excavation.



Date of Acquisition: 1973



Location: Site CA-COL-1, the Miller Mound. Located on private land along the west bank of the Sacramento River, north of Knights Landing and southeast of Grimes, Colusa county, California.



Means of Acquisition: Approximately 35 cubic meters were excavated by the 1973 UC Davis Field School. Material was recovered from ten 1.5 x 1.5 meter units and one 1.25 x 0.75 meter unit, all of which were excavated in arbitrary 10 centimeter levels. Depth of units ranged from 80 to 300 centimeters.



Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: Three burials were recorded during this excavation, two of which are curated at UC Davis. Funerary objects were found in association with each of these two burials, and are also curated at UC Davis. The remaining burial and funerary objects, excluding those objects listed in the Inventory of Affiliated Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects, were left in situ. Also recovered from this excavation are 18 pieces of disassociated human bone. The disassociated human bone is unaffiliated.



Documentation: An incomplete manuscript, including burial reports (Schulz et al 1974), documents the excavation, in addition to field notes (Schulz et al 1973a, 1973b) and photographs (Schulz 1973). 



A catalog of the collection, with the exception of the faunal material, was produced in 1973 (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum nd 2).  In an attempt to complete cataloging of the faunal material and upgrade the entire catalog, students under the direction of Henry Schulz produced a second catalog in 1992 (Schulz 1992a) by computerizing the majority of the existing catalog. Unfortunately, not every item was included in the second catalog, and some of the information was entered incorrectly. Also in 1992 under the direction of Schulz, a student began cataloging a portion of the faunal material (Schulz 1992b), but did not computerize sufficient data to produce an addition to the catalog. In 1994, the Museum Preparator produced a catalog for this partially cataloged faunal material and filed it as an addendum to the original, handwritten catalog (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum nd 2). Unless otherwise indicated, all references to the catalog refer to the original catalog and this catalog addendum.



In September of 1994, a standard museum collection inventory (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum 1994) was performed to verify that the catalog description for each item in the collection was correct. Any errors found in the catalog, including inaccurate quantities, are listed in the standard inventory. In the following pages, items with corrected descriptions are marked with an asterisk.



It is unfortunate that the majority of the faunal material from this collection remains uncataloged.  However, all of the faunal material from this collection has been searched for human bone fragments and for any portions with burial associated proveniences.
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Burial #1 of 3

Burial 1 is listed in the Inventory of Affiliated Remains and Assoicated Funerary Objects.





Burial #2 of 3

Burial 2 is listed in the Inventory of Affiliated Remains and Assoicated Funerary Objects.





Burial #3 of 3

Burial 3 is listed in the Inventory of Affiliated Remains and Assoicated Funerary Objects.





Disassociated Human Bone 

Since the earliest occupation of the Miller Mound dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC - AD 500 (Schulz et al 1973:2), these remains cannot date before 2500 BC. Heizer (1936:7) documents the abandonment of the site in 1872. Therefore, these remains date from 2500 BC - AD 1872.



Catalog

Number�

Description�

Provenience�

Antiquity��38a-806�1 molar�Unit 380, 100-110cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-807�1 incisor�Unit 321, 20-30cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-812�1 metatarsal�Unit 70, 80-90cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-813�1 tooth�Unit 70, 80-90cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1129�2 phalanges �Unit 17, 70-80cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1130�2 phalanges�Unit 17, 80-90cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1131�1 scaphoid�Unit 17, 80-90cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1132�5 phalanges�Unit 17, 100-110cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1133�1 phalange�Unit 17, 30-40cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1134�2 incisors�Unit 231, 90-100cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��38a-1135�1 premolar�Unit 231, 90-100cm�2500 BC - AD 1872��

Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.



Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The earliest occupation of the Miller Mound, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Patwin, dates to the Middle Period, or no earlier than 2500 BC (Schulz et al 1973:2).



Linguistic evidence indicates that the Patwin moved southward from the vicinity of the California-Oregon border into the Sacramento Valley (Bettinger 1995:6) around AD 0, and Central Valley ethnographic boundaries were probably established by the Phase 2 of the Late Period (or approximately 1550 AD), after which time only minor population changes occurred (Beardsley 1971:177, Moratto 1984:216, Heizer 1936: 88-89, Elsasser 1978:57, King 1978:58). Sites in this area older than AD 0 were occupied by other groups, possibly including the Pomo, Washo and Yana, who lost ground as a result of the Patwin intrusion (Bettinger 1995:4-5).



Since the antiquity of the remains spans occupations by several groups, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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