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Acquisition Information


Acquired by: After uncovering human remains during the construction of a borrow pit, the Yolo County Landfill bulldozer operator contacted the County Coroner. The Coroner suspected that the remains were not of recent origin, and asked Dr. Martin Baumhoff to confirm this assessment. Under Baumhoff’s and Dr. D. L. True’s  supervision, student volunteers exhumed the remains. 





Date of Acquisition: 1981.





Location: CA-Yol-171, Yolo County Landfill Cemetery, which is located near Davis, California, is primarily a cemetery site that is situated within what had once been a sandy ridge adjacent to a slough. 





Means of Acquisition: These remains were recovered as a result of an emergency salvage excavation. 





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects:  Four burials were recorded during this excavation. Burial 3 and portions of Burials 1 and 2 are curated at UC Davis. Burial 4 was left in situ. The majority of Burials 1 and 2 were returned to the County on 24 June 1981. These were eventually reburied by the County at the site in September of 1991 (After discovery of the burials, the County stopped development of the area.) The excavation also recovered 93 pieces of disassociated human bone.  





Documentation:  A site record (Griset 1991), burial records (Griset and Slaymaker 1981b) and field notes and photographs (Griset and Slaymaker 1981a) document the excavation. 
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Burial #1 of 3


    Catalog Number(s):  419-1





	Description of Human Remains: Before the majority of Burial 1 was reburied, it consisted of cranial, pelvic, and scapular fragments, a vertebral column, and portions of the right arm. The skeleton was found in a loosely flexed position facing west, head oriented southward.  The sex was indeterminable but was assumed to be a young adult based on dental attrition from the remaining portion of the mandible.  There was some indication of burning on the vertebrae and right arm.  Bone was highly mineralized.  The remains curated at UC Davis consist of a single right, distal humerus; the rest were returned to Yolo County for reburial 06/24/81.





Description of Exhumation:  The burial was found at approximately eight feet below ground level.  It was uncovered by a bulldozer which clipped the upper exposed portion of the body (cranium, majority of legs).





	Comments:





	Antiquity:  Unknown.  A bone from the burial proved to be too mineralized for an accurate assessment from Amino Acid Racemization.





	Associated Funerary Objects:  None





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains, which originated from within unclaimed territory between the Patwin, Miwok and Nisenan, is unknown.





Linguistic evidence indicates that between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0, the Yokuts expanded from the Delta into the area (Bettinger 1995:5). Prior to the Yokut expansion, sites in this vicinity were probably occupied by Hokan speakers, perhaps ancestors of the Pomo or Washoe. By approximately AD 0, the Miwok were probably present in the region (Bettinger 1995:5), and possibly also the Patwin and Nisenan (Bettinger 1995:6) . 





Because the antiquity of the remains is unknown, and the site is located within a region that is not claimed, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe. 
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Burial #2 of 3


    Catalog Number(s):  419-4, 419-5





	Description of Human Remains:  Recorded remains consisted of an articulated, largely intact male skeleton excluding the knee area, some of the right hand, distal femurs, and proximal tibia and fibula, each of which had been scraped off.  The body was supine, with legs flexed upright and head oriented to the south, face turned slightly on its right side.  Age is estimated to be a young adult based in dental attrition.  The skull and pelvis was shattered due to soil weight.  The remains curated at UC Davis consist of a single left femur, and a single left ischium bone; the rest were returned to Yolo County for reburial 06/24/81.





Description of Exhumation:  These remains were excavated after initially being uncovered by a bulldozer. This individual was found within a burial pit that measured 127 centimeters north/south x 50 centimeters east/west. Depth was not recorded.





	Comments:





	Antiquity:  Amino Acid Racemization indicate a date of 2695-1095 B.C.





	Associated Funerary Objects: None





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains, which originated from within unclaimed territory between the Patwin, Miwok and Nisenan, is between 2695-1095 B.C.





Linguistic evidence indicates that between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0, the Yokuts expanded from the Delta into the area (Bettinger 1995:5). Prior to the Yokut expansion, sites in this vicinity were probably occupied by Hokan speakers, perhaps ancestors of the Pomo or Washoe. By approximately AD 0, the Miwok were probably present in the region (Bettinger 1995:5), and possibly also the Patwin and Nisenan (Bettinger 1995:6) . 





Because the antiquity of the remains spans a period when the vicinity in which they were found was occupied by at least two different groups, one of which has not been linked to any present-day Tribe, and because the site is located within a region that is not claimed, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe. 
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Burial #3 of 3


    Catalog Number(s):  419-15, 419-16.





	Description of Human Remains: The skeleton of a young adult, approximately 16 years old, was found in a tightly flexed position with face turned upward, slightly to the right. The body, oriented southward, was extremely mineralized and fragmented.  Most of the skeleton is present.





Description of Exhumation: A description of the excavation of this burial was not recorded.





	Comments:





	Antiquity:  Unknown





	Associated Funerary Objects:





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
419-17�
Orange Ochre�
Burial 3�
Unknown�
�
419-18A�
Stone mortar�
Burial 3�
Unknown�
�
419-18B�
Pestle�
Burial 3�
Unknown�
�



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains, which originated from within unclaimed territory between the Patwin, Miwok and Nisenan, is unknown.





Linguistic evidence indicates that between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0, the Yokuts expanded from the Delta into the area (Bettinger 1995:5). Prior to the Yokut expansion, sites in this vicinity were probably occupied by Hokan speakers, perhaps ancestors of the Pomo or Washoe. By approximately AD 0, the Miwok were probably present in the region (Bettinger 1995:5), and possibly also the Patwin and Nisenan (Bettinger 1995:6). 





Because the antiquity of the remains is unknown, and the site is located within a region that is not claimed, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe. 
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Disassociated Human Bone 


	


Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
419-9�
1 left third metacarpal�
May be associated with Burial 2�
Unknown�
�
�
1 right lunate�
�
�
�
�
1 right triquetrum�
�
�
�
�
2 skull fragments�
�
�
�
�
27 cancellous indeterminate bone fragments�
�
�
�
�
1 right scaphoid�
�
�
�
�
1 sacral fragment�
�
�
�
�
1 vertebral fragment�
�
�
�
�
1 ulna fragment�
�
�
�
�
1 calcaneous fragment�
�
�
�
419-11�
1 cranial fragment�
Locus A�
Unknown�
�
�
2 long bone fragments�
�
�
�
419-12�
1 incisor�
Locus B�
Unknown�
�
�
1 molar�
�
�
�
�
1 premolar�
�
�
�
�
1 canine�
�
�
�
�
5 rib fragments�
�
�
�
�
2 proximal phalanx�
�
�
�
�
2 skull fragments�
�
�
�
�
2 vertebrae�
�
�
�
�
2 vertebral fragments�
�
�
�
�
portions of vetebral column and rib cage embedded in a sandy matrix�
�
�
�
�
36 cancellous indeterminate bone fragments�
�
�
�



Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains, which originated from within unclaimed territory between the Patwin, Miwok and Nisenan, is unknown.





Linguistic evidence indicates that between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0, the Yokuts expanded from the Delta into the area (Bettinger 1995:5). Prior to the Yokut expansion, sites in this vicinity were probably occupied by Hokan speakers, perhaps ancestors of the Pomo or Washoe. By approximately AD 0, the Miwok were probably present in the region (Bettinger 1995:5), and possibly also the Patwin and Nisenan (Bettinger 1995:6) . 





Because the antiquity of the remains is unknown, and the site is located within a region that is not claimed, these remains cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe. 
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