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Acquisition Information


Acquired by:  Mr. and Mrs. Garamendi of Mokelumne Hill, California unearthed two burials on their private land during construction of their swimming pool.  They contacted Jerri Kemp at the Native American Center who then contacted Tom King of the Society for California Archaeology.  Tom King requested Peter Schulz to examine the site with the assistance of Eric Ritter, Dean Gaumer, and Zarbie Palmer.





Date of Acquisition:  May 1970





Location:  This site consists of a midden area approximately 100 by 50 meters in size located near Mokelumne Hill, in Calaveras County, California.  





Means of Acquisition:  The burials were uncovered by earth moving equipment during the construction of the Garamendi pool.  Peter Schulz directed the exhumation of the remains. 





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects:  This collection contains  an adult and a juvenile skeleton which are curated at the UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum.  





Documentation:  Schulz described the site in a Society for California Archaeology Newsletter (1970) and completed burial report forms in 1971.
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Burial #1 of 2


Catalog Number:  442-01





Description of Human Remains:  The remains consist of an approximately 70% complete skeleton of a 40-50 year old female, found in a tightly flexed position. The remains are very fragmented and brittle.





Description of Exhumation:  The remains initially uncovered by the earth moving machinery and subsequently excavated by Schulz. The remains were found at a depth of 70 centimeters.  





Comments:  None





Antiquity: Unknown





Associated Funerary Objects:  None





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of this site, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is unknown.





Linguistic evidence indicates that Yokutsan groups entered the area from the north between 1000 and 500 BC (Moratto 1984:554-555) or possibly as early as 2500 BC (Bettinger 1995:5). This same kind of evidence also suggests that the Miwok expanded into the area from the San Francisco Bay region between approximately 500 BC and AD 0 (Moratto 1984:555-556, Bettinger 1995:5). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansion. Because the antiquity of the remains is unknown, they cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe. 
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Burial #2 of 2


Catalog Number:  442-02





Description of Human Remains:  The remains consist of a very fragmented skeleton of an approximately five year old juvenile and a mandible fragment from a second individual of approximately the same age.





Description of Exhumation:  The remains were initially uncovered by earth moving machinery and then exhumed by Schulz. Schulz recorded that the remains were found at a depth of 70 centimeters.





Comments:  None





Associated Funerary Objects:  None





Antiquity: Unknown





Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of this site, which is within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is unknown.





Linguistic evidence indicates that between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0, the Yokuts expanded from the Delta into the area (Bettinger 1995:5). Prior to the Yokut expansion, sites in this vicinity were probably occupied by Hokan speakers, perhaps ancestors of the Pomo or Washoe. By approximately AD 0, the Miwok were probably present in the region (Bettinger 1995:5). 





Because the antiquity of the remains is unknown, they cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe. 
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Disassociated Human Bone





No disassociated human bone.
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