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Acquisition Information



Acquired by: M. A. Baumhoff, professor of Anthropology at the University of California of Davis, and Walt Brown, a graduate student at Davis, directed the 1961 summer Field School excavation.  



Date of Acquisition: July 12, 1961.



Location: CA-LAS-989 (formerly CA-LAS-202 and CA-LAS-349), Bare Cave site. Located in Surprise Valley at Lower Alkalai Lake, Bare Cave in Lassen County, California. Bare Cave, a rock shelter, overlooks Bare Creek and Marsa Creek, and is 23' wide, 10' high, and 35' front to back. Bare Cave is on private land.



Means of Acquisition:  Ten units were excavated, ranging in depth from 18" to 72".   The dimensions of only one unit, Rear Alcove-1 (RA-1), which was 4' by 1' and by 42” deep, was recorded. There are no field notes defining unit size for the other nine units, however, it is known that the units were excavated in 6" levels. The excavators also noted that the stratigraphy of the cave consisted of a top layer (approximately 18" thick) of dry rodent midden, followed by a damp black midden layer, and a sterile yellow layer probably deposited by water.



Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: 22 pieces of human bone were recovered from this excavation, and are curated at UC Davis. Note that the faunal material from this collection has been searched for human bone.



Documentation: Results of the project are documented in a thesis (Brown 1964) and a  monograph (O'Connell 1975). Further information may be found in the site record (O’Connell 1970) and photographs (Baumhoff and Brown 1964).



Note that there are pages missing from the catalog (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum nd 3).
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Disassociated Human Bone 

The artifact assemblage, which includes Cascade, Great Basin Stemmed and Desert Side-notched series projectile points, indicates that this site was occupied intermittently from between 4000 BC - AD 1790. There were no historic artifacts found in the collection, other than modern refuse. The antiquity of the human remains, therefore, ranges between 4000 BC - AD 1790.



Catalog

Number�

Description�

Provenience�

Antiquity��6-57�Femur shaft fragment�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-4316�Pedal phalanx-ray 1�B-10, 30-36"�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-4317�Cervical vertebra-#1�C-11, 48-54"�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-4318�Phalanx�C-11, 48-54"�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-4320�Metatarsal- ray V�B-12, 6-12"�4000 BC - AD 1790���Patella�����Metacarpal-ray III�����Phalanx�����Phalanx�����Carpal-scaphoid�����Carpal-trapezium�����Tooth-central incisor����6-8001�Thoracic vertebra�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8002�Tooth-canine�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8003�Tooth-second molar�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8004�Tooth-second premolar�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8005�Tooth-first premolar�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8006�Thoracic vertebra�Rear Alcove-2, 24-30"�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8007�Metacarpal-ray V�C-10, 0-6"�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8008�Phalanx�C-10, 0-6"�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8009�Tarsal-cuneiform�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��6-8010�Metatarsal-ray 3�unknown�4000 BC - AD 1790��

Affiliation: These remains are unaffiliated.



Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of this site, which is within the tribal lands of the Northern Paiute, ranges from 4000 BC - AD 1790.



Originating from near Mono Lake, the Northern Paiute probably arrived in this vicinity at approximately AD 1600 (Bettinger 1995:7). Prior to that time, the area was occupied by unknown groups that may have no present-day affiliates. Because the antiquity of these remains spans at least two separate occupations, they cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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