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Acquisition Information


Acquired by: The 1973 UC Davis Field School, under the direction of Peter Schulz, conducted salvage excavations at this cemetery, located on a sandy mound. Burials were eroding out of a portion of the mound that had been sheered away to form the back wall of a cow shed. Because looters were removing these burials, the 1973 UC Davis field school conducted salvage excavations to recover any other burials that might be located along the shed wall.





Date of Acquisition: 1973





Location: Site CA-CCO-146, the Mass Site. This mound site, apparently used exclusively as a cemetery, is located in the Sacramento Delta, near Knightsen, in Contra Costa county, California. The site is on private property. 





Means of Acquisition: Approximately 30 cubic meters were excavated from nine 1.5 x 1.5 meter units by the 1973 UC Davis Field School. Two of the units were excavated in arbitrary, 10 centimeter levels and the material was screened using 1/8 inch mesh. The remaining units were excavated by pick and shovel, and the material was not screened unless a burial was encountered. All of the units were situated along the shed wall. Because of the short time-frame in which to work (five days), documentation of the excavation is very limited. Using information from the student notebooks, (Beall et al 1973), it is estimated that unit depths ranged from 160 to 220 centimeters.





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: Six burials were recorded during this excavation, although three of these burials were at least partially removed by looters. The three burials encountered during the Field School excavation (Burials 4, 5, and 6) are curated at UC Davis. Funerary objects accompanied each of these burials, and are also curated here. In addition to the excavated burials, portions of 2 of the looted burials (Burial A-infant and Burial A-adult) were also recovered during the Field School excavation, as well as some funerary objects associated with each of these two burials. The portions of the looted burials and the associated funerary objects recovered during the excavation are also curated at UC Davis. Unfortunately, the Field School was unable to recover any material from the third looted burial (Burial B). 





A seventh burial (Burial 7), containing the partial remains of an infant, was discovered during the inventory of Burials 4 and 6. This burial is not documented in the excavation records.





Documentation: Field notes (Abels et al 1973) and student notes (Beall et al 1973) document the excavation, in addition to photographs (Schulz 1973). 
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Burial A-adult (1 of 7)


Catalog Number(s): 67-0001





Description of Human Remains: Burial A consists of a less than 25% complete and very fragmentary skeleton of an adult of indeterminate sex and age. No cranial elements are present. The upper body is represented by portions of the clavicles, arms, hands, vertebrae and ribs. Lower body elements include portions of the pelvis, leg and foot.  





Description of Exhumation: Unfortunately, looters had removed the majority of the remains from this burial by tunneling approximately 140 centimeters into the shed wall. The Field School was able to recover only a small portion of the remains by screening the fill removed by the looters. 





The burial was situated along the wall at Unit N5W1, approximately 180 centimeters below the surface. 





Comments:





Antiquity: The presence of a Macoma sp. disk bead indicates that this burial dates to the Middle Period, or roughly 2500 BC to AD 500. This burial therefore most likely dates to the Middle Period.





Associated Funerary Objects: 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
67-0002�
Macoma sp. disk bead�
Looter’s Tunnel/backdirt-Burial A-adult�
�
67-0003�
Mammal jaw fragment�
Looter’s Tunnel/backdirt-Burial A-adult�
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC and AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial A-infant (2 of 7)


Catalog Number(s): 67-0007





Description of Human Remains: The remains consist of the partial skeleton of an infant. The skeleton is approximately 50% complete and remains embedded in a sandy matrix.  Fragments of the skull are present, as well as arm bones, vertebrae and leg bones.  





Description of Exhumation: This burial was extensively disturbed by looters. Inspection of the roof of the tunnel the looters created to remove Burial A-adult revealed an ocher stain, approximately 30 centimeters in diameter, that contained the partial remains of the infant. The Field School apparently removed the remains by excavating up through the tunnel roof approximately 35 centimeters, placing the depth of this burial between 145-180 centimeters below the surface. Screening of the fill left by the looters also recovered additional remains of this individual. 





The burial was situated along the shed wall at Unit N5W1, above Burial A-adult. These two burials represent separate events. 





Comments:





Antiquity:  The presence of 7 Olivella sp. saucer-shaped beads (Type G2) indicates that this burial dates to the Middle Period, or roughly 2500 BC to AD 500.





Associated Funerary Objects: 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
67-0005�
78 Spire-lopped Olivella sp. beads (Type A1a)�
Looter’s Tunnel/backdirt-Burial A-infant�
�
67-0006�
7 Saucer Olivella sp. beads (Type G2)�
Looter’s Tunnel/backdirt-Burial A-infant�
�
67-0008�
1 Piece manufactured red ochre�
Looter's Tunnel/backdirt- Burial A-infant�
�
67-0044�
2 Spire-lopped Olivella sp. beads (Type A1a), in skeletal matrix�
Looter’s Tunnel-Burial A-infant�
�
67-0045�
1 Spire-lopped Olivella sp. bead (Type A1c), in skeletal matrix�
Looter’s Tunnel-Burial A-infant�
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.





References


Bettinger, Robert L.


1995	Determining Affiliation of Cultural Remains from California Potentially Affiliated with Federally Recognized Tribes. Manuscript on file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





Moratto, Michael J.


1984	California Archaeology. New York: Academic Press. 








Burial B (3 of 7)


No remains or funerary objects from this burial were recovered by the Field School. Burial B was apparently completely removed by the looters tunneling into the shed wall.  








Burial 4 (4 of 7)


Catalog Number(s): 67-0012





Description of Human Remains: Burial 4 consists of the nearly complete (75%) skeleton of an adult male found face down in a tightly flexed position, oriented to the west.  Most of the skeletal material is embedded in a sandy matrix and many elements are still articulated.





Description of Exhumation: This burial was located in Unit N9W1 at a depth of 90-100 centimeters. Burial 4 disturbed the interment of Burial 6.





Comments:





Antiquity: The presence of 26 Olivella saucer-shaped beads (Type G2) indicates that this burial dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC to AD 500.





Associated Funerary Objects:





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
67-0009�
26 saucer Olivella sp. beads (Type G2)�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 4�
�
67-0011�
1 piece of asphaltum�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 4�
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial 5 (5 of 7)


Catalog Number(s): 67-0020





Description of Human Remains: Burial 5 consists of the approximately 75% complete skeleton, of an infant found embedded in a light-colored, sandy matrix. The skeleton was disarticulated, and, according to the Burial record (Abels et al 1973), may have been cremated. 





Description of Exhumation: This burial was located in Unit N11W1 at a depth of 110 centimeters. All material was recovered during screening.





Comments: Red ochre, as well as darker lumps of sand, were also recovered.





Antiquity: The presence of 30 Olivella saucer-shaped beads (Types G2 and G3) indicates that this burial dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC to AD 500.





Associated Funerary Objects:





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
67-0014�
31 Saucer Olivella sp. beads (Types G2 and G3)�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0015�
1 Rectangular Haliotis sp. pendant fragment (in 2 pieces)�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0016�
1 Circular Haliotis sp. pendant fragment (in 4 pieces)�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0017�
2 Pieces manufactured red ochre�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0018�
2 Pieces wood (unidentified species)�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0019�
1 Weasel skull�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0027�
1 Piece of wood (Scirpus sp.) �
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�
67-0028�
1 Haliotis sp. pendant fragment (in 7 pieces)�
N11W1, 110cm, Burial 5�
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial 6 (6 of 7)


Catalog Number(s): 67-0025





Description of Human Remains: Burial 6 consists of the less than 25% complete skeleton of an adult, likely male, found directly below Burial 4. Skeletal elements include cranial fragments, vertebrae and a complete left arm with hand bones, embedded in a sandy matrix. 





Description of Exhumation: This burial was disturbed by the interment of Burial 4. Burial 6 was located in Unit N9W1 at a depth of 90-100 centimeters. The majority of this individual was removed with Burial 4, although it is clear that these two burials represent separate events.





Comments:  The vertebrae are highly calcined, suggesting exposure to intense heat.





Antiquity: The presence of a set of bone pins and a circular Haliotis sp. pendant with a large center perforation indicates that this burial dates to the Middle Period, or approximately 2500 BC to AD 500. 





Associated Funerary Objects: The field notes erroneously indicate that ‘bone rods’ (bone pins) and a ‘pestle’ (bone handle) were associated with Burial 4. Since the individual in Burial 6 is holding the set of bone pins, and both bone handles were found stratigraphically below the hand of the individual in Burial 6, these objects are actually associated with Burial 6. 





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
67-0010�
1 Haliotis sp. pendant fragment with asphaltum�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 6 �
�
67-0021�
1 Set bone pins (and fragments)�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 6 �
�
67-0022�
2 Bone handles (function unknown)�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 6�
�
67-0023�
1 Piece manufactured ochre  �
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 6 �
�
67-0024�
1 Haliotis sp. pendant (large center hole)�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 6 �
�
67-0026�
6 Haliotis sp. pendant fragments�
N9W1, 90-100cm, Burial 6 �
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.
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Burial 7 (7 of 7)


Catalog Number(s): 67-0029





Description of Human Remains: Burial 7 consists of the less than 25% complete skeleton of an infant that was found in the same area as Burials 4 and 6. It is unknown if the interment of this individual was contemporaneous with the interments of either Burials 4 and 6.





Description of Exhumation: This burial was located in Unit N9W1 at a depth of 90-100 centimeters. The remains of this individual were recovered during screening and were not detected during excavation.





Comments:





Antiquity: The assemblage from this site, which includes Type G2 and G3 Olivella sp. beads, bone pins, and Haliotis sp. pendants with large perforations, indicates that this cemetery dates to the Middle Period, or roughly 2500 BC to AD 500. This burial therefore most likely dates to the Middle Period.





Associated Funerary Objects:  None





Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.





�
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Disassociated Human Bone 





The assemblage from this site, which includes Type G2 and G3 Olivella sp. beads, bone pins, and Haliotis sp. pendants with large perforations, indicates that this cemetery dates to the Middle Period, or roughly 2500 BC to AD 500. These remains therefore most likely date to the Middle Period.





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�



Antiquity�
�
67-0031�
Left petrous fragment


3 unidentified fragments �
Unknown�
2500 BC - AD 500�
�
67-0035�
Acetabular fragment


Ilium blade fragment�
Unknown�
2500 BC - AD 500�
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are unaffiliated.





Summary of Evidence for Determination of Affiliation: The antiquity of these remains, which originate from within the ethnographic territory of the Miwok, is between 2500 BC to AD 500.





Linguistic evidence indicates that the Miwok have occupied this area probably since 2000 BC (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:279). However, sites dating between approximately 2500 BC and AD 0 may have been occupied by Yokutsan-speaking groups (Bettinger 1995:5, Moratto 1984:554-555). It is not presently known which group occupied the vicinity prior to the Miwok and Yokutsan expansions. 





Since the antiquity of these remains and associated funerary objects spans occupations by at least three different groups, these remains and associated funerary objects cannot be affiliated with any present-day Indian Tribe.





�
References


Bettinger, Robert L.


1995	Determining Affiliation of Cultural Remains from California Potentially Affiliated with Federally Recognized Tribes. Manuscript on file, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis.





Moratto, Michael J.


1984	California Archaeology. New York: Academic Press. 








�PAGE  �380�


University of California, Davis


Accession 67











