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Acquisition Information


Acquired by: These remains were received from the Modoc County Sheriff as a donation to the UC Davis Department of Anthropology. 





Date of Acquisition: May 31, 1970.





Location: Site CA-MOD-419 (also referred to as Temporary #CA-MOD-S170). Located in Canby, Modoc County, California, near the Pit River on a small hilltop. This isolated burial was found by the owner of the property while he was digging an irrigation ditch.





Means of Acquisition:  Donated by L. E. Harris, Modoc County Sheriff. The remains were recovered by a rancher while digging an irrigation ditch on his property. There is no record of the method of excavation. 





Overview of Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects: One burial, consisting of the remains of a female whose cranium had been cut during the excavation, was donated to the Department of Anthropology. Found in association with the remains was a sage grouse skeleton and two buttons, which were also donated to the Department. 





Documentation: Documentation of the excavation consists of correspondence (UC Davis Department of Anthropology Museum nd), a site record (Harris 1970) and burial reports (Schulz 1971, Harlin 1994). 
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Burial #1 of 1


Catalog Number(s): 68-2





Description of Human Remains: The remains consist of an 80% complete skeleton of an approximately 21-24 year old female. Missing skeletal material includes the patellae, right tibia, hand bones, and phalanxes. The skeleton was found in an extended position on the back. 





Description of Exhumation: The site record indicates that this individual was found within a rectangular burial pit that was approximately 6 feet by 3 feet and 4 feet deep. The grave appeared to have been cut with sharp tools. Placed near the head of the individual was the skeleton of a sage grouse (Centrocerus urophasianus) reported to be surrounded by some type of fabric, indicating that it was covered or dressed in some kind of clothing. Glass and shell beads were also reported in association with the remains.





Comments:  





Antiquity: Presence of glass beads and buttons indicate that this burial is historic, probably dating no earlier than 1830.





Associated Funerary Objects: Objects associated with this burial include glass trade beads, shell beads, 2 buttons, and the remains of the sage grouse. The 2 buttons were found in association with the sage grouse. None of the beads were donated to the UC Davis Department of Anthropology, although the buttons and sage grouse skeleton were. The two buttons, one determined to be a ‘work clothes button’, the other a ‘fabric-covered stud’, were apparently lost sometime during analysis.





Catalog


Number�



Description�



Provenience�
�
68-1280�
Sage grouse  (Centrocerus urophasianus) skeleton�
Burial 1�
�
Not Cataloged�
2 buttons (missing)�
Burial 1�
�



Affiliation:  These remains and associated funerary objects are affiliated with the Achumawi, or Pit River Indians, and are therefore most likely affiliated with the following present-day Indian Tribes:





Alturas Rancheria�
P.O. Box 1035


Alturas, CA 96101�
�
Round Valley Reservation�
P.O. Box 448


Covelo, CA 95428�
�
Susanville Rancheria�
P.O. Drawer U


Susanville, CA 96130�
�
Pit River Tribe�
P.O. Drawer 1570


Burney, CA 96013�
�
Redding Rancheria�
2000 Rancheria Road


Redding, CA 96001-5528�
�



Summary for Determination of Affiliation: These remains, which originated from within the territory of the Achumawi, or Pit River Indians, date to the historic period.





Glottochronological evidence indicates that the differentiation between Achumawi and Atsugewi occurred between 1500 - 1100 BC (Baumhoff and Olmsted 1963:279), indicating that Palaihnihan speakers have been in the area at least this long. These remains date to the historic period. No other groups were known to have frequented this area during the historic period.
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Disassociated Human Bone  





No disassociated human bone.
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