31 October, 1995





Notice of Inventory Completion for Native American Human Remains and Associated Funerary Objects for Accession 68, a Collection in the Possession of the Department of Anthropology Museum at the University of California, Davis





To Whom it May Concern:





Notice is hereby given under the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3003(d), of the completion of an inventory for Native American human remains and associated funerary objects from a site in Modoc County, California currently in the possession of the Department of Anthropology Museum at the University of California, Davis (the Museum). 





A detailed inventory and assessment has been made by members of the professional and technical staff of the Museum. Members of the following Tribes were also invited to participate in the completion of the inventory:





Representative�
Tribe�
Address�
�
Ms. Norma Jean Garcia�
Alturas Rancheria�
P.O. Box 1035 


Alturas, CA 96101


�
�
Mr. Gaylan Azbill�
Round Valley Reservation�
P.O. Box 448 


Covelo, CA 95428


�
�
Mr. Nick Padilla�
Susanville Rancheria�
P.O. Drawer U 


Susanville, CA 96130


�
�
Mr. Loomis Jackson�
Pit River Tribe�
P.O. Drawer 1570 


Burney, CA 96013


�
�
Ms. Barbara Murphy�
Redding Rancheria�
2000 Rancheria Road 


Redding, CA 96001-5528


�
�



In 1970, a burial was excavated at site CA-MOD-419 by L. Harris, the Modoc County Sherriff-Coroner, after it had been uncovered during the construction of an irrigation ditch. CA-MOD-�
419 is apparently an isolated burial site located on private property near the town of Canby in Modoc County, California. The collections resulting from this excavation were accessioned by the Museum in 1970, when they were donated by the Sheriff-Coroner. 





Human remains and associated funerary objects from a single burial, representing one individual, were recovered during the excavation. The remains are fragmentary, althogh near complete. A total of 3 objects were found associated with the remains, including the skeleton of a sage grouse (Centrocerus urophasianus) and 2 buttons. Glass beads were also found with the remains, but these were not donated to the Museum. At present, the two buttons have not been located at the Museum.





The presence of glass beads and buttons indicate that this burial is historic, probably dating no earlier than AD 1830.





Glottochronology indicates that the differentiation between the Palaihnihan languages (Achumawi and Atsugewi) occurred between approximately 1500 - 1100 BC, indicating that Palaihnihan speakers have been in this area for at least 3100 years. Objects found in association with these remains clearly indicate that this burial dates to the historic period. No other Indian groups were known to have frequented this area during the Historic period. 





Based on this information, there is a relationship of shared group identity which can be reasonably traced between these human remains and associated funerary objects and the Pit River Indians from the Alturas Rancheria, the Round Valley Reservation, the Susanville Rancheria, the Pit River Tribe, and the Redding Rancheria.





This notice has been sent to officials of the Tribes listed above.  Representatives of any other Indian Tribe that believes itself to be culturally affiliated with the human remains and associated funerary objects should contact Lisa Deitz, Department of Anthropology Museum, University of California, Davis, CA 95616, telephone (916)752-8280/(916)752-0745 before [thirty days after publication of this notice in the Federal Register].  Repatriation of these human remains to the Tribes listed above may begin after this date if no additional claimants come forward.





Sincerely, 











Dr. Robert Bettinger


Chairman of the Committee for the Treatment of Skeletal Remains


