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9. Freedom of Belief and Religious
Discrimination

9.1, Background

Sinceitsinceptionin 1988, themilitary regimein Burmahastried to present itself as
the preserver and protector of Burmeseculture, including Buddhism. Theregime's
propaganda, laws, and actions, however, makethis piousfacade acruel mockery.

During the 1988 demonstration for democracy and human rights, many monkstook
activerolesand werearrested for their prominent participation. An estimated 200
Buddhist monksareimprisoned at Insein alone. Many othersare supposed to be
held captivein prison labor camps.

On August 8, 1990, to commemorate the second anniversary of the democratic
uprising, morethan 7,000 monksand noviceswal ked through the streetsof Manda ay,
solemnly and peaceful ly accepting a msfrom the people. Soldiersconfronted them
and opened fire, killing two monks, two students, and wounding seventeen others.
Following thismassacre, the M onk’sUnion, Sangha Sammagi of Mandalay, led by
Ven. U Yewata, declared “ pattam nikkujjanakamma’ (overturning thebowl) against
themilitary. Thisrefusal to accept lmswasused asarebuketo lay-people.

Thispowerful religiousboycott, which beganin Mandaay, soread likewildfireacross
Burma, causingthe SLORC/SPDCto panic. By October 1990, therdigioussanctions
againg military familieshad reached Rangoon. Throughout the country, monksrefused
amsfrommilitary personnel andtheir familiesand would not attend religious services
organized by the SLORC/SPDC. Although the purpose of the boycott was
compassionate -- to help the evil doers repent for their deeds and give them an
opportunity to forsaketheir waysand return to thetrue path -- military leadersfelt
reproached.

The SLORC/SPDC retaliated against the monks' boycott by massively clamping
down onthe Sangha. Monasterieswere surrounded by armed troopswith monks
trappedinside. Electricity, water, and communication lineswere cut. Themonks
wereprevented fromgoing ontheir daily dmsrounds. After maintaining theblockade
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for oneweek, armed troops entered monasteriesand arrested the leaders. More
than 350 monasterieswere raided and more than 3,000 monks and noviceswere
arrested. Twenty monasterieswere seized and expropriated.

After the monk’s boycott in 1990 in Mandalay, the SLORC/SPDC banned all

independent monks' associations. The only Sanghaorgani zationsrecognized now
arethe Sangha M ahanayaka Committees. The senior monksare giventhetask of
establishing rulesto maintain disciplineand generaly overseed| Sanghaaffairs. In
addition to the State Sangha Mahanayaka Committee, there are local Sangha
M ahanaraka Committees. The membersof the SanghaMahanaraka Committees
areall elderly and learned monkswho should be highly respected and venerated.
Sinceitiswell known that the SLORC/SPDC controlsthe committees, the people
no longer esteem thesemonks. Theregimewishestoinclude asmany senior monks
aspossiblewithintheranksof thecommittees. Asaresult, monksare pressured to
join, despite being reluctant to do so. Asan added coercion, monasteriesare kept
under strict surveillance until amonk agreestojoin. Inthe process, monksare
vilified by SLORC/SPDC propagandathat ostracizesthem. Onceamonk relents
and joinsthecommittee, the pressure eases. SL ORC/SPDC showersthe monastery
withlavish gifts, whilethemonk loses hisindependence and the respect of the people.

Theregimehasmadespecid effortstolink itsdf with Buddhism asameansof asserting
itsown popular legitimacy. Photosof SLORC/SPDC officiaspaying homage or
making donationsat pagodasthroughout the country appear regularly intheofficia

newspapers.

SLORC hasaso infiltrated many monasteriesin an attempt to monitor those that
continue to dissent or resist. A monk from Masoyein, afamous monastery in
Mandalay, reported that another monk had confessed to being aSL ORC/SPDC
agent. After graduating from the university, thismonk agreed to becomeamonk in
order to spy for the SLORC/SPDC. After the army massacred monksin 1990,
however, he regretted his role and confessed to the other monk how he had
collaborated with the SLORC/SPDC.

SLORC/SPDC hasformed Sanghaorganizationsin the villages, townships, and
districts. All monksarerequired to obey the ordersof the organization, whether or
not they belong. Buddhist monks cannot do anything without the permission of the
SLORC/SPDC. For example, only thetownship or district Sanghaorganization
may authorizeamonastery to build additionsor renovate old buildings.

In September 1996, Lt. Gen. Myo Nyunt, former SLORC/SPDC Minister of
Religion, sent aletter to the senior monks committee demanding that all thosewho
wished to be ordained receive approval fromthe SLORC/SPDC. Furthermore,in
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September 1996, official Myanmar reported that SL ORC/SPDC was accusing the
NLD of tryingtodividethe*loyalty of the Sangha’ by sendingitsmemberstovarious
monasteriesto befriend themonks. The SLORC/SPDC asoissued Order No. 85
that prevented any NL D member from becoming ordained. The SanghaMahanaraka
Committeeswereinstructed to contact all levelsof SLORC/SPDC officesif any
NLD member sought ordination. The Order a so restricted membersof other politica
partiesand their familiesfrom being ordained. (Source: BRC)

9.2. Buddhist monks in detention

Reliable sourcesreport that monks have been tortured in prison for their political
activities, and those who have been rel eased report seeing hundreds of monk’srobes
stacked intheprison. Clearly monksare not only being detained, but al so disrobed
-- aseriousaffront to any Buddhist monk.

The monks have asked that they be permitted to wear robesin prison, but prison
authorities have taken them anyway and forced the monksto wear white prison
uniforms. Inaddition, themonksarenot referred to by their ordained names. They
may only useordinary names.

Inspiteof being treated inhumanely, themonksremain patient. Whilein prisonthey
maintainandfollow al thetraditional principlesof beingaBuddhist monk. They do
not eat dinner (Buddhist monksare not alowed to eat after noon) and early morning
mealsarenot provided. Thismeansthat they eat only one meal aday (lunch). The
authoritiesforbid monksto preach the Buddhist Dhammaand other prisonersare
not allowed to pay obeisance (palmsrai sed together on theforehead) to them.

9.3. Death of Buddhist Monks in Detention

Since 1988, thefollowing Burmese monks have died in custody, most of themasa
result of the hard labor they performed whilein the concentration camps.

® Ven. U Sandawara, Weyanbonthar Monastery, Secretary of the SanghaSamaggi,
died in Swunpayabom concentration camp. (Source: SAIN)

® Ven.U Vimala Masoeyein Monastery, Northern Mandalay, Member of the
Sangha Samaggi, died in Sunpayabo concentration camp. (Source: SAIN)
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® Ven. U Weyawdana, Hti Lin Monastery, Mandalay, died near Myittkyinain
Kachin State. (Source: SAIN)

® Ven. U Okktama, Mandalay, Vice President of the Sangha Samaggi, diedin
Swunpayabom concentration camp. (Source: SAIN)

® Ven. U Tezafrom Saku Monastery, died in Mo Koung jail, Kachin State.
(Source: 1A)

® Ven. U Arthapafrom Payagyi, MahaMyatmuni Monastery, Mandaay, diedin
Mandaay jail. (Source: 1A)

* Ven. U Pyin Nyaingdafrom Payagyi, MahaMyatmuni Monastery, Mandal ay,
diedinMandalay jail. (Source: 1A)

® Ven. U Tilokafrom Masoeyein Monastery, Northern Mandalay, died in Par
Kant Camp, Mokoung, Kachin State. (Source: 1A)

* Ven.U Zawanafrom Eindawyamonastery, Mandal ay, died in Myitkyinajail,
Kachin State. (Source: 1A)

® Ven.UPyinyaThiri, Myadaung Monastery, diedin Kathajail, Mokaung, Kachin
State. (Source: 1A)

® Ven.U Zawtikafrom Anauk Htilin Monastery died in Kathajail, Mokoung,
Kachin State. (Source: 1A)

® Ven.U DhammaWaraThiri from an unknown monastery, died in Par Kant,
Mokoung, Kachin State. (Source: |1A)

®  Sayadaw U Tiloka(Abbot) from Shwephonepwint Monastery, Rangoon, died
inlnsainprison. (Source: 1A)

® AshinPyinnyaNandafrom MahaNandi The NaM onastery, Payagyi, Maha
Myatmuni, diedin Myitkyinalabor camp. (Source: 1A)

® AshinZawanaNandafrom MahaNandi The NaMonastery Payagyi, Maha
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Myatmuni, diedin Myitkyinalabor camp. (Source: 1A)

® AshinTezafrom EindawyaM onastery, Manda ay, diedin Mokaungjail, Kachin
State. (Source: 1A)

® AshinTezafrom Pagan Monagtery, diedin Myitkyinajail, Kachin State. (Source:
lA)

® Ashin Rewatafrom Pagan Monastery, died in Myintkyinajail, Kachin State.
(Source: 1A)

* Ashin Kaw Widafrom Pagan Monastery, died in Myitkyinajail, Kachin State.
(Source: 1A)

Thefollowing monkshavebeen sentenced tolifein prison:

* Ven.UKawiya, Phayahyi Monastery, Manda ay -- member of Galonni (Galonne
wasoriginally an active Buddhi st association opposed to British imperialism,
which wasreestablished in 1988in Mandalay asan organization of monksand
laypersons). Ven. U Kawiyaisan extremely effective speaker and during the
Democracy summer of 1988 he spoke amost every day at MahaMuni Pagoda.
(Source: SAIN)

® Ven.U Kalyana, Mandalay, Member of Aung San Kyei Ni (Aung San Red
Star) Association. (Source: SAIN)

9.3.1. Monks arrested and disrobed in Henzada

Eight Buddhist monks were forcibly disrobed and subsequently imprisoned in
November in Henzada, atown located south-west of Rangoon, following ascuffle
withlocal authorities. Theincident occurred after local policearrested, questioned,
and then released two Buddhist monks. The two monks were questioned by a
police sergeant, San Nyunt at about 10 p.m. on November 14, 1997, and were
interrogated for about an hour. Followingtheir release, agroup of monks, fromthe
Boe Thein Tan Monastery, and students numbering about 20 approached thelocal
Township Law and Order Restoration Council office demanding that they explain
why the two monks had been detained. When the authoritiesfailed to providea
proper explanation, afight broke out between the group and local authorities.
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Following theincident, eight monks-- U Teikka, U Seitta, U Sandaw, U Pandita, U
Nyanidawbatha, U Panya, U Zanilaand U Nandamala-- wereforcibly disrobed
and detained by theauthorities. Three high school studentswerealso arrested: Zaw
Myo Aung, Maung Kyaw Thet, and Maung Thet Naint Oo. (Source: ABSDF)

9.3.2. Killing of Buddhist monksin Shan State

InlateMarch 1997, SLORC/SPDC troopsfrom L1B. 524 arrested amonk named
Ven. Eindaka, 32, at Kyawng L.ong monastery in Kho Lam, Namzarng Township,
Shan State. They took him to the abbot of Kyawng Kawng Moo monastery to
disrobe him. However, the abbot thererefused to do it because Ven. Eindakawas
asenior monk. The SLORC/SPDC took Ven. Eindakaout of the monastery, tore
off hisrobe, tied hishands, and dragged himto their Kho Lam miilitary base. During
their interrogation of him, they tortured and beat him until hedied. (Source: SH.A.N)

Inlate March 1997, SLORC/SPDC troopsfrom LIB. 246 arrested Ven. Yanna,
abbot of Kaeng Kham village temple, Kunhing Township, Shan State. The abbot
wasforcibly disrobed and taken from the monastery to the military base. While
interrogating him about whether or not he had supported thearmed ethnic groupin
theregion, the soldiersbound hishandsand legs. Then the abbot wasput in asack.
The soldierstied the mouth of the sack and submerged itin astream. After afew
minutes, they pulled him out and continued asking questions. They did thissevera
timesuntil hedied. Atthispoint, no onedared tointervenebecauseinitialy whenthe
monk wasarrested, somerel atives, other monks, and community |eaders attempted
totestify on behalf of hisinnocence and were beaten. (Source: SH.A.N)

On March 20, 1997, Maor Aung Kyaw Tun and 60 of hissoldiersfrom IB. 44,
based in Kunhing Township, went to Jong Saal Khao temple, at Saai Khao village,
south of Kunhing, Shan State. When they searched thetempl e, they found ashort-
waveradio. Believingtheradio belongedto SURA, they beat Vi Seng Tar, a30-
year-old monk, inthetemple. Althoughthe monk explained that hewasin noway
connectedwiththe SURA,, hewasdisrobed anyway and severely beaten unconscious.
Then thetroopstook him to the south of Jong Saai Khao temple, which was about
onemileaway. Asthesoldierspreparedtokill the monk, hebegged themtountie
hishands so that he could grant them forgiveness before hewaskilled. Whenthe
soldiersuntied him, heranaway. The soldiersshot after him but missed. Themonk
went back to Keng Tong village beforefleeing to Thailand. (Source: SH.A.N)

9.3.3. Destroying Buddhist monasteries

Inearly February 1997, SLORC/SPDC troopsfrom LIB. 273 in Kanbauk, came
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toMae Taw village, Kywe Thon Nyimatrack, Yebyu Township, Tenasserim Divison.
They searched the entire monastery and stole 140,000 kyats, money that the monks
had saved to buy wood and building material sto renovate their monastery. (Source:
KHRG)

OnMarch 19, 1997, SL ORC/SPDC troopsrobbed “ Srimigala’ monastery at Nawng
Khoo village, Murng Khun tract, Murngkerng Township, Shan State. Despite
repeated protestsfrom the abbot, the SL ORC/SPDC took 48 visses of cooking ail,
three baskets of rice, 12 baskets of paddy to feed their horses and 60 visses of
groundnut. (Source: SHRF)

On June 4, 1997, 40 SLORC/SPDC troops from IB. 265, led by Captain Ohn
Ngwe and accompanied by five militiamen led by U Than Myint from Yekan Or
village, cametothemonagtery at Maing Thway villagein Kyunsu Township, Tenessarim
Division. Thetroopsconfiscated all monastery property, ranging fromfurnitureto
kitchen utensils, amounting to approximately 200,000 kyats. Thetroopsalsotook a
smdll generator from the monastery and threw it into anearby river. (Source: MIS)

OnJune9, 1997, SLORC/SPDC troopsfrom IB. 64 and L1B. 515 burned down
themonastery at Wan Pung village, Murng Yai tract, K aesee Township, Shan State,
and continued to search Kubg Pek and Nam Mawng villages. Thetroopsshot Sai
Pan Ta, al7-year-old villager from Nam Mawng villagein the ssomach. (Source:
HRF)

9.4, SLORC/SPDC - |Instigated Unrest between
Buddhist Monks and the Muslim  Community

Themilitary regimein Burmahasoftentried to stir upreligiousand racid tensionsin
Burmain order to divide the popul ation and divert attention away from other more
pressing political and economic concerns. In 1988, theformer government, BSPP,
provoked anti-Mudlim riotsin Taunggyi and Prome during the spring democracy
movement aimed to swift the people swill for political change. InMay 1996, anti-
Musdlim literature, probably issued by the SLORC/SPDC, waswidely distributed
among four townsin Shan State. Thismaterid eventualy ledtoviolentincidents. In
October 1996, anti-Muslim | eafl ets distributed in Rangoon and other citiesurged
Buddhistsnot to marry Mudlimsand to boycott Mudim shops. Thelesfletsaccused
Muslims of wanting to expand their territory, postulating that Burmawould soon
becomelike other Southeast Asian countrieswhere Buddhism hasbeen forsakenfor
Idam.
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Buddhist monksin Mandalay accused the SL ORC/SPDC of trying to find and steal
sacred rubiesbelieved to give the owner power to defeat any enemy. Therubiesare
rumored to behiddeninoneof Six monagteries, anong them MahaMyamuni, possibly
insidethe MahaMyatmuni Buddhastatueitself. Becausetheexact location of the
rubiesisunknown, al of the six monasterieswerebrokeninto by the SL ORC/SPDC.
Aninvestigationinto the situation was ordered and the MahaMyatmuni Sayadaw
(abbot), U PyinnyaWuntham, wasinterrogated. Asaresult, monkstook to the
streetsin Mandaay on March 16,1997, burning mosguesand harassng Mudimsof
Bengdli origin. The SLORC/SPDC hasbeen accused of ingtigating attacks against
Muslims and exacerbating existing tensions between the Muslim and Buddhist
communitiesin central Burma. Withinaweek, thetrouble had spread to other cities,
including Rangoon, Mandaay, Monywa, Moulmein, Kyaukpyu and Magwedivison.
Security increased around key Buddhist and Muslim sitesinfivecities. Curfews
wereimposed in Mandalay, Moulmein, and other cities. Three Buddhist monksin
Mandalay died of gunshot wounds and about 100 otherswere arrested during this
latest wave of commund violence, according tothe All BurmaYoung MonksUnion.
Exiled Burmese monksand political groupsaccused SL ORC/SPDC of instigating
themid-March incidentsasapretext to crack down on dissidents and monkswho
have played an activerolein Burmese politics. (Source: ABYMU)

9.5. List of Mosques Destroyed, Damaged, or Looted
in  Burma (February-March 1997)

Mandalay Area

Kandan Mosque
Waukhan Mosque
ThanlanMosgue
Kyungyan HiwaDaung
Jame M osque, Amarapura
Another Mosgue, nameunknown, in Amarapura
Payagyi Mosgue

Panset Mosgue

. Aledaung Mosque

10. AshechoreMosque

11. Anauk Choke Mosgue

12. Dunan Mosque

13. Seinpan Mosgue

14. Panlachan Mosgue

©CoNOOOA~AWDNRE
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Pakokhu Area

1. SurtiMosque

2. Kharkahr Mosgue

3. Shwekyarbin Mosque

4. ThreeMosquesdamagedin Pegu, no namegiven

Rangoon Area

Yankin (Kanbe) Mosgue

Pazungdaung Mosgue

Eidgah Mosgue

48" Street Mosque & School

MyinigoneMosgue

Sanchaung Mosque
TwoMosquesinKyimindaing

Ayethakar quarter Mospuein Ahlone Township
Wartan Street Mosque

10 BangarlisuMosque, Thein Pyu Road

11. No.7 Quarter Mosque, South Okkalapa Township
12. Mudimschool at Tharketa Township (Source: 1A)

WoNoa~wWNE

9.6. Muslims targeted during the SLORC/SPDC'’s
offensive against the KNU 6" Brigade

Muslimshavelivedin Karen Statefor over acentury. The Muslim populationin
Karen State especialy in KNU’s 6" Brigade area, numbersin the thousands, with
Muslims engaging in arange of professionsfrom farming to shop-keeping. In
February 1997, SL ORC/SPDC offensiveagainst the KNU inits6" Brigade area,
they targeted the Mudim community by burning Mudim schools, destroying Korans,
andforcibly evictingMudimsfromther villages. About 4,000 Mudimsin Kyaikdon,
PaKlaw Nee, Mae HaHtee Hta, and Sakhanthit villagesin the KNU 6" Brigade,
wereforcibly relocated by SLORC troopsto Pateinin Kya-ein-seik-kyi district
wherethey havevirtualy no accessto utilities, including water. OnMarch 3, 1997,
SLORC/SPDC troopsremoved corrugated iron roofing from the mosquein Kyaik
Don. Soldiersproceeded to scatter religious books on the ground, ripping themto
pieces, and then burning them. Reportsthat SL ORC/SPDC troops havekilled
Muslimshave been confirmed. InKyo Tavillage, the SLORC/SPDC blindfolded
two maleMuslimvillagersand then dit their throats. In To Dah Bluvillage, two
Mudimvillagerswereasokilled.
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BurmeseMudimrefugeesencamped in Thailand arenot permitted to returnto Burma
unlessthey convert to Buddhism. BurmeseMudimslivingin Karenrefugee camps
along the Thai-Burmaborder are a so not wel cometo return unlessthey convert.
Only Mudimsareeffected by thisaction. Other religiousfaithsarenot so restricted.
AccordingtotheMudimrefugeesfrom arefugee campin Umphang didtrict, Thailand,
two Mudimfamilieswho returned to Burmain mid-1997 wereforced by theregime
to abandontheir Idamicfaith. Thechildren werea so forced to become Buddhist
monks. (Source: HRDU)

9.6.1. List of Muslim Mosques destroyed during the offensive

® Kyaikdon, Dooplayadidtrict: Inside of mosgue and Mudlim school
destroyed

* Gaw Bay, Dooplayadidtrict: Mosquedestroyed

* Naw Bu, Dooplayadistrict: Mosquedestroyed

®* DayNgaYin,Dooplayadidtrict:  Mosquedestroyed
¢ KyaungDon, Dooplayadidtrict:  Mosque destroyed
¢ Kaninbu, Dooplayadigtrict: Mosque and Mudlim school destroyed

® PaGlaw Ni, Dooplayadistrict: Mosgueva uableslooted and placedin

Buddhi st temple; wooden mosgue
dismantled (Source: 1A).

9.7. Religious discrimination against Christians

At least one-third of Burmaspopulation -- about fifteen million people -- belongto
ethnicminorities. Theethnicminaritiestendto havelarge Chrisianor Mudimminorities
withinthem. Thedegreeof integration among ethnic minoritiesdiffersgreetly, butin
general depends on geographiclocation; those minoritiesbased in remote highland
areasareleast integrated and mostly Christian. All of these differences, ethnicity,
religion, and armed opposition, result in combined alegations of religiouspersecution
andracid discrimination.

Religious persecutionisamajor concernin Chin State, Karenni State, Kachin State
and some parts of Karen State and Sagaing Division, wherethemgjority of people
areChristian. In Chin State particularly, over the past few years, themilitary has
beenforcing Christianvillagersto build Buddhist pagodasintheir villages. Anexample
of such apagodaisthe onelocated on the hill above Rih Lake near the Tiau River
border-crossing. Soldiershavebeen desecrating churchesand graveyardsby turning
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them into army camps, disturbing religious ceremonies, and preventing evangelists
from preaching.

At the beginning of 1997, threelaymen and acolumn of SLORC/SPDC soldiers
arrivedin Zaung, thevillagein Htan Tlang Township, Chin State. Thethreelaymen
forceddl theciviliansinthevillage, mostly Chrigtians, to participateintheir Buddhist
religiousceremony. Thetroopsalso forced them to practice meditation. Some
Christian boyswereforced to becomemonksto sparetheir familiesfrom conscription
asportersintheregion. (Source: FTUB)

The military has coerced people into converting to Buddhism by engaging in
discriminatory practicesagainst non-Buddhists. For example, Christiansare used
morefrequently for forced labor. Asaresult, in Than Tlang Township, Chin State,
asmany asten percent of villagershave converted to Buddhismto avoid porterage
or labor duties. Peoplearealso lured by certain economicincentivesto convert:
Buddhistscan buy rice at acheaper price.

Thefollowing examplesfurther illustrate how people are threatened or enticed by
certain economic advantagesinto converting to Buddhism. Some* Buddhist monks’
aretakentolocal villagesby military troops. They receivericeand curry fromthe
army camp and areguarded inturns. TheChristiansareordered to gotothe Buddhist
religiousceremony wherethese* monks’ insult and blaspheme Chridtianity. Thenthe
Christians are persuaded to convert to Buddhism with promisesthat they will be
given 800 kyatsfor individualsand 1,200 kyatsfor wholefamiliesthat convert.

ThreeBuddhist monkscameto preach Buddhismin Tevillage, Than Tlang Township,
Chin State, in January 1997. They wereaccompanied by asection of soldiers. The
village LORC ordered everyoneto attend. The monksrequested that villagers
become novicesand follow Buddhist rules, threatening that they would betaken as
portersif they refused. Similarly in Tiddim Township, Chin State, peoplefrom Long
Si village who refused to convert were forced to carry rocks, while those who
converted received extrasuppliesof sugar and milk, distributed on Sundayswhen
Chrigtiansare attending church services. (Source: FTUB)

In Sagaing Division, religiousdiscrimination against the Nagasaswell astheKukis
and the Chin arereportedly taking place. Non-Buddhistsin the Lahai Township of
NagaHills, Sagaing Division, arerestricted in attending religious servicesand have
had their churchesand religious symbolsdestroyed. Christian pastorsmust obtain
permission before performing religiousrites. AsinChin State, the SLORC/SPDC s
said to have provided benefitsto those who convert to Buddhism, including free
food and exemption from forced |abor.
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After escaping to Indiain 1997, Pu Van Bik, a Chin evangelist in his 30s from
Kadaymyo Township, Sagaing Divison, explained how the SL ORC/SPDCincreasingly
restricted hisability to practice hisreligion:

My village has 300 housesand weareall Chinand all Christians.
Being an evangelist, | want to do my religious work. Now |
cannot conduct home crusades, camps, or counseling, as they
(SLORC) don't allow me to preach. They didn’t send a written
order but they said, “ If you do it, you will be shot.” Since 1996,
they announced it more strictly. The soldiers gave the order
through the Village LORC. Usually, every church gets a permit
fromthe Village LORC and recognition by the church is enough.
But since the Village LORC members don't dare disobey their
orders, they don't givethe permit. They didn’t allow meto preach
but | used to do it secretly. (Source: |A)

9.7.1. Partial lists of the churches destroyed

®  OnJduly 17,1997, amilitary columnled by Captain Myint Shwefrom SLORC

L1B. 208 cameto Pa-nweh-po-klo villagein Tavoy-Mergui Didtrict, and burned
downthevillage Christian church. (Source: KIC)

®  OnJduly 25,1997, SLORC troops cameto Ga-zer-der villagein Tavoy-Mergui

District and burned down thevillage's Christian church and house. (Source:
KIC)

®  OnJduly 26,1997, amilitary columnled by Captain Myint Shwe, burned down

fivehousesand the churchin Pyichavillage, Mergui-Tavoy district, Tenasserim
Division. (Source: KIC)

®  OnAugust 20, 1997, SL ORC troops, under the command of Win Htwe, burned

down 25 buildingsin Lwe Po village, Mawchee Township, Karenni State,
including churches. (Source: KNPP)

® OnAugust 25,1997, SLORC troopsof LIB. 261, under the command of Lt.
Coal. Khin Maung Htay, burned down 25 housesincluding thechurch of HuMuu
KaLahvillage, Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

®*  OnAugust 26,1997, SLORCtroopsof LIB. 102, under the command of Mgor
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Win Htwe, burned down the church of KwaK eevillage and 54 houses of Htee
Sar Beh Hteevillage, Karenni State. (Source: KNPP)

® OnAugust 27,1997, SLORC troops burned down 28 buildingsin Bwe Lay

Khovillage, Mawchee Township, Karenni State, including the church. (Source:
KNPP)

(Also seeunder “personal Accounts,” interviews 22, 23, 24, 27, 32, 34, 38, 39,
40, 41, 42 and 43)
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