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Thi s docunent presents new evidence of a consistent pattern of unlawful
killing and ill-treatment of nenbers of Burma's ethnic mnorities by
security forces, including the arny and police. It is a followup to a
docunent published in My 1988, Burna: Extrajudicial Execution and Torture
of Menbers of BEhnic Mnorities. That docunent presented evi dence of
unlawful killings and torture of nenbers of the Karen, Kachin and Mon
ethnic mnorities. This docunent provides information about allegations of
simlarly severe violations of the hunan rights of nenbers of the Shan
ethnic mnority. It also describes the cases of two or three Shan who nay
be prisoners of conscience. There is infornation suggesting they may be

i nprisoned because of their ethnic background and their non-viol ent

political opinions or peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of
expr essi on.

This docunent is based on 91 interviews wth villagers and other
civilians of Shan or other ethnic mnority origin conducted in nore than
two dozen places in Thailand in June 1988. The Shan intervi ewed descri bed
46 alleged extrajudicial executions and 58 alleged cases of torture or
cruel, inhunan or degrading treatnent in the Shan Sate since 1986. The
allegations include reports of such human rights violations in 16 of the
Shan State's 52 townships. Tha infornation also inplicates soldiers of 10
Burnese infantry units operating in the Shan State, as well as State
Mlitary Intelligence Service and People' s Police personnel. In addition,
the information includes allegations of the extrajudicial execution and
torture of nenbers of the Karenni mnority, who inhabit, the Kayah Sate,
and new infornmati on about such hunan rights violations reportedly coomtted
agai nst nenbers of the Karen mnority.

According to the people interviened by Amesty International, nost of
the Shan victins of unlasful killings and ill-treatnent are ordinary
villagers suspected by the arny of cooperating wth or supporting various
insurgent groups. Qher alleged victing were seized as porters to carry
ammunition and other supplies for the arny.

The docunent reiterates recommendations Amesty International nade to
the governnent in its My 1988 publication. It notes that the governnent
has apparently not carried out any of the steps the organizati on suggested
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for preventing human rights violations, and states that the new infornation
it presents about alleged human rights violations in the Shan State and

ot her areas of Burma once again suggests the urgent need for serious

renmedi al action by the governnent.

This summari zes a 25-page docunent, Burna: Extrajudicial Execution,
Torture and Political Inprisonment of Menbers of the Shan and ot her Ethnic
Mnorities Al Index: ASA 16/10/88), issued by Amesty International in
August, 1988. Anyone wanting further details or to take action on this
i ssue should consult the full docunent.
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l. | NTRODUCTI ON

In May 1988 Amesty International published a report, Burma: Extrajudicial
Execution and Torture of Menbers of Ethnic Mnorities, describing evidence
of a pattern of unlawful killing, ill-treatnent and arbitrary detention of
menbers of ethnic mnorities in the Karen, Mn and Kachin States of the
Soci alist Republic of the Union of Burma. In June 1988 the organi zation
gathered additional information on the hunman rights situation in areas of
eastern and northern Burma inhabited by these and other mnorities. This
information relates particularly to the Shan mnority. It suggests that a
consistent pattern of gross violations of human rights by the mlitary and
other security forces assigned to counter-insurgency duties extends to at
| east some parts of the Shan State and corroborates that such human rights
violations are occurring in other mnority areas.

The information gathered includes allegations of 46 extrajudicial
executions and 58 cases of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
in the Shan State since 1986. The allegations include reports of such
human rights violations in 16 of the Shan State's 52 townships. These are
Taunggyi , Mongnai, Monghsu, Mongpan, Monghsat, Mongton, Kehsi, Mnghsen,
Kengtung, Tachil ek, Langkho, Nansang, and Mongkung, Loilem Mngping and
Mongyawng Townshi ps. The information also inplicates soldiers of ten
Burmese infantry units operating in the Shan State, including Light
Infantry Divisions 55. 66, 77 and 88 and Regi ments 33, 43, 49, 65, 66 and
99, as well as State Mlitary Intelligence Service and People's Police
personnel. In addition the information includes allegations of the
extrajudicial execution and torture of nenbers of the Karenni minority, who
inhabit the Kayah State, and new infornation about such human rights
violations reportedly commtted against menbers of the Karen minority.

(The Karenni, or "Red Karen", are a subgroup of the Karen ethnic group.)

Ammesty International's new evidence was gathered from 91 Shan and
ot her Burmese civilians who have fled their hones to take refuge in
Thai l and since 1986. The interviews wore conducted in nore than two dozen
different places in Thailand. Sone of those interviewed described their own
suffering. Sone gave eyew tness or other detailed accounts of the killing
or ill-treatment of relatives, friends or fellow villagers. They al so
provided information on relatives, friends and associates that they said
were currently inprisoned in Burma. Amesty International believes sone of
them coul d be prisoners of conscience detained on account of their non-



violent political opinions or peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of
expression and in connection with their ethnic mnority background.

The information available to Amesty International renains limted by
the unwi |l lingness of the Burnese governnent to grant independent human
rights investigators access to the country. It reflects only that
information that can be gathered by careful interview ng of people who have
been able to leave the country and close monitoring of the official Burmese
news nedia. It cannot be construed as representing the full picture of the
hunman rights situation in the Shan State or el sewhere in the country.

In this paper, Amesty International has published the names of
victinms of extrajudicial executions and of people believed currently

det ai ned. It has withheld those of victinms and witnesses who requested
anonynity because they feared reprisals by the security forces if they
returned to Burma or against relatives and associates still in the country.

As with its earlier research on Burma, Amesty International avoided
contact with menbers of Burmese opposition groups while gathering
information on alleged human rights violations by Burmese security forces.
It bases its conclusions on testinonies gathered directly from individual
villagers and other ordinary civilians who the organization identified and
interviewed without interference or assistance from opposition groups. It
recogni zes that testinonies from people who have fled their homes may
contai n exaggeration or bias. However, it has carefully eval uated these
testinmonies for internal and nutual consistency and has tried whenever
possible to cross-check the allegations they contain.

Ammesty International considers its new information constitutes
further credible evidence that, the Burmese arny and police are commtting
severe human rights violations in eastern and northern Burma. These
violations are commtted in defiance of Burmese and international |aw both
of which prohibit extrajudicial execution and torture.

Al though the security forces are faced with violent attacks by armed
opposition groups, none of the extrajudicial executions or torture
described in this paper took place in the context of actual conbat.
Security problens can, in any case, never be used to justify extrajudicial
executions or torture by menbers of the security forces. They are
entrusted with responsibility for upholding and defending the legal system
whi ch prohibits such crinmes. Burmese law provides anple scope to arrest,

i nvestigate and prosecute people the arny suspects of involvenent with the
insurgents. It also includes inportant hunan rights safeguards. Amesty
International's new infornmation suggests, however, that such legislation is
no nmore respected by security forces in the Shan State than by those
operating in other mnority areas where insurgents are active. (For further
information on Burnmese law and violations of it conmtted by security
forces operating el sewhere, see Burma: Extrajudicial Execution and

Menbers of Ethnic Mnorities.!

The Burnese CGovernment has alleged that arned opposition groups
operating in the Shan State have committed crimes of viol ence against
ordinary civilians. For exanple, on 23 June 1988 the official newspaper
The Wrking People's Daily alleged that on 6 June the insurgent Shan State
Arny had abducted and killed a 70-year-old man and his two sons and raped
his daughter and daughter-in-law in the northern township of Nanhsan. It
also alleged that on 29 May guerrillas of the Burmese Communi st Party had
killed residents of Mbngphan village, beheaded the dead and thrown the




corpses into the Mekong River. Amesty International condemms the killing
and torture of prisoners by anyone, including opposition groups. It also
recogni zes that it is within the jurisdiction of governments to bring to
justice those responsible for such crines. However, the exercise of such
[awful authority must always be in accordance with international hunan
rights standards and safeguards contained in domestic |laws. The

organi zation is concerned by evidence that the Burmese governnent is
consistently failing to ensure that security forces respect these standards
and saf eguards.

1. BACKGROUND

The Shan State is the largest of the seven ethnic mnority states in the
Burmese union (see map). The Shan are also the largest single ethnic
mnority group in Burma. Wth an estinmated popul ation of 4.18 mllion, they
conprise approxinmately 11 per cent of the country's total population of
about 38 mllion. Shan people also live in neighbouring areas of northern
Thai | and, southern China and eastern India. At the same time, a wde
variety of smaller ethnic mnorities inhabit the Shan State. These include
Chi nese (Shan Tayok), the Akha, the Wa, the Lahu, the Lisu, the Miser and

t he Pal aung.

The Shan (who are also known as the Tai) are overwhel mingly Theravada
Buddhi st rice farnmers, like the najority Burman popul ati on. However, they
speak a different |anguage, which is sinilar to the Thai spoken in
nei ghbouring northern parts of Thailand. In pre-colonial times, the area
that is now the Shan State was ruled by Shan princes who sometimes owed
all egiance to Burnman or Thai overlords and were sonetines independent.
Under British colonial rule, Shan areas were adm nistered separately from
Burman parts of Burma, and naintained a distinct political and cultural
identity.

During the negotiations between Britain and Burma about independence,
Shan and other ethnic mnority |eaders demanded guarantees of mnority
rights in return for agreenent to join in a Union of Burma. These were
conceded in an agreenent between the Burnese governnent and Shan, Kachin
and China representatives in 1947 at Panglong, a Shan town. After Burmese
i ndependence in 1948, however, disputes arose between sone Shan political
figures and the central admnistration in Rangoon over the handling of Shan
affairs. In 1959 the first Shan armed opposition group was organi zed
claimng it was necessary to fight the government to protect Shan
interests. Since then various other such groups have taken up arms. These
have included the Shan State I|ndependence Arny (SS1A), the Shan State Arny
(SSA), the Shan United Revolutionary Arny (SURA), the Shan United Arny
(SUA), and the Tai Revolutionary Council and its armed wing, the Mong Tai
Arny (MIA). Not all of these remain active. Several unarmed but clandestine
Shan opposition groups have reportedly al so been formed, sone of which are
affiliated with armed elements. In addition to the Shan, snaller ethnic
mnority opposition armes also exist in the State. These include the V&
National Armnmy, the Pa-O National Arny and the Palaung State Liberation
Arny. Two other armed opposition groups have long been active in the Shan
State. They are the Burmese Communi st Party (BCP) and the Kachin
I ndependence Organization (KIQ. The BCP has bases in the northeastern
Shan State, along the border with China. A though the BCOP |eadership is
nostly Burman, some of its cadre and soldiers are Shan. Its troops al so
i ncl ude many menbers of the WV ethnic mnority, and sone Shan and V& groups
closely allied with the BCOP operate to the south and west of the main BCP
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areas. The KIO is based in the neighbouring Kachin State, and it is
organi zed primarily among this mnority. It operates in areas of the
northern Shan State, parts of which are inhabited by Kachin.

Toget her, the various insurgent groups operating in the Shan State are
estimated to have guerrilla zones covering perhaps a quarter to a third of
its territory. The Burmese Governnent has reportedly assigned four or five
light infantry divisions and some 20 reginents to fight Shan State
insurgencies. The reginents reportedly answer to two different comrands,
the Burmese Arny Eastern Conmand, based in the Shan State capital of
Taunggyi, and the Burnese Arny Northeastern Conmand, based in the northern
Shan State Township of Lashio. Recent official government radi o broadcasts
have given sone indication of their conbat activities. For exanple, on 23
March 1988, Rangoon radi o announced that, "As a result of major and m nor
battles fought in the Eastern Mlitary Command between 21 March 1987 and 20
March 1988, a total of 513 insurgents were killed, 89 were captured, and
177 surrendered.” Cn 13 April 1988 the radio gave an official account of
arnmy operations the previous nonth agai nst 3CP, WA, SSA, KO and Lahu
insurgents which it said were "engaged in refining and sending opi um
abroad, bl ack-marketeering and sabotage" in Mngton and Monghsat Townshi ps.
According to the broadcast, "on 19 March mlitary colums fromthe 88th
Light Infantry Division, the 33rd Light Infantry D vision and Tacti cal
Operations Unit Nunber 1 under the jurisdiction of the Eastern Mlitary
Command | aunched 'Qperation Mhein Phase-12'...During the operations there
were 11 major battles and 33 clashes in which 27 nenbers of the [Burnese]
Arnmed Forces laid down their lives and 73 were wounded. Fifty-seven
insurgents were killed and on was captured.”

Qpiumis grown in several renote parts of the Shan State and nost
opposition groups there either tax opiumor trade in the crop. Some Shan
and WA ethnic mnority organizations claimng to fight for mnority rights
have long been deeply involved in opiumtrafficking. They argue the opium
probl em can on,., be resolved in the context of a general political solution
to Burma's minority problens, but the government and many outside observers
regard their leaders as warlords interested in profits, not politics.

[11. EXTRAJUDI O AL EXECUTI ON CF SHAN

Sol diers have allegedly killed Shan civilians because of reports or
suspicions that the victins had contact, cooperated or were actively

i nvol ved with insurgent groups. In no such case described to Amesty
International had the victimbeen brought before a judicial authority,
charged with any violation of the law or given access to any judicial
process.

A Buddhi st nmonk from the central Shan State Township of Kehsi
described how soldiers of the 77th Light Infantry D vision opened fire on
villagers they surrounded in April 1988. The shooting took place after a
group of about 100 BCP insurgents fromthe VW ethnic nminority group
attended an ordination festival at Loitawng pagoda, where the nonk was
staying. The 77th Light Infantry Dvision is believed to be headquartered
i n nei ghbouri ng Monghsu Townshi p.

"The communi sts...stayed for about an hour. [They] |Ieft
the village about six in the evening. The Burnese
sol diers cane about eight at night. They cane and
surrounded the nonastery. The villagers were still



there because the festival hadn't ended. They were all
terrified, and tried to run away, but they coul dn't
because they ran into the Burnese soldiers. The

sol diers drove thenl back into the nonastery. Then they
opened fire on the nonastery.

"There were about 60 Burnese soldiers...[They] were
all armed with autonatic rifles, like G3s and G4s, and
as well as with M79s [grenade |aunchers]...A though
sone of the soldiers could speak Shan and some of the
villagers could speak Burmese, the soldiers didn't ask
anything. They sinply opened fire without warning.

"Ei ght people were killed...one of those who died
was Lung Jang Pang. Two of his sons were being
ordained as novices. He was a farmer. He was in his
early 60s. He was hit by shrapnel froman M 79 round.

"No one in the village dared to protest what had
happened. They feared they would be killed thensel ves
if they did."

A Buddhi st novice from Van Mongkao village in Kehsi Township descri bed
the killing on 16 Novenber 1987 of a fellow villager by soldiers of this
sane unit. The novice said the victim 30-year-old farner and father of
three Saay Nhun, was shot because he was wongly suspected of gathering
intelligence for guerrillas of the BCOP who entered his village two or three
times a nonth.

"At around eight at night around 25 soldiers cane into
the village...he was shot right in his hone. [They]
shot him from outside w thout asking him any questions.
He was hit by seven rounds, including one in the throat.
He died imediately...The villagers took his body for
burial ."

A 29-year-old villager fromWn Chit village in the southern Shan
State Township of Langkho described the apparent extrajudicial execution of
a relative who was a farner and a tailor in neighbouring W Nam Tun
village. He identified the apparent victimas 43-year-old Tay Pa, who
"di sappeared” in March 1986, apparently because sol diers believed he was a
guerrilla with the insurgents. Tay Pa was allegedly then killed by
soldiers of the 99th Reginent, which is believed to have headquarters in
Langkho and Loilem Townships and to answer to the Burnese Arny Eastern
Command.

"h that day there was a clash between the the Shan
State Arny (SSA) and a detachnent of the 99th Regi ment
based in Loilem There were two hours of clashes, and
then the SSA withdrew After the clash, the Burmese

sol diers detained around ten villagers for questioning.
e of them..was Tay Pa. He was particul arly vul nerable
to suspicion because he was well-off; he had two sew ng
machi nes, and so he had already been accused of being in
touch with the SSA

"Before the clash several SSA nmen had come to the
village, and one of themhad stayed at his home. Wen



the Burnmese soldiers came to the village, all the SSA
ran away, but the guerrilla who had stayed in Tay Pa's
house forget his M16. So when the Burnese questioned
the villagers after the clash, they went into his house
and found the M 16...Tay Pa was not an insurgent, but
the SSA had requested shelter and food fromhim Tay Pa
could not turn themdown. W en one is caught in such a
cross-fire, one has to accomodate all sides.

"The sol diers accused him of being an insurgent.
They took himto a place called Nawngl ung, where there
is a snall lake...Two days later we villagers found his
body...He had been stabbed with a bayonet in the
chest, and his throat had been slit. W brought the
body to the village for cremation.”

A 53-year-old farnmer from Mongpan Township in the southern Shan State
descri bed another apparent extra-judicial execution by soldiers of this
reginment. He identified the victimas a fellow farner named Al Ti , a father
of two in his early 30s, and said that Al Ti had been shot in Novenber
1987. Soldiers of the 99th Regi nent based in nei ghbouring Langkho Township
apparently thought the victimmght be trading buffalo with the insurgents
and nay al so have wanted to rob him

"The Burnese were out on patrol, and they saw him
putting four or five water buffalo out to pasture at the
edge of the forest...he had sone orchards in the

vicinity. It was not long after noon, maybe about one
o'clock. He...was sitting there watching the water
buffal o. ..

"The Burnese were lying in wait in that area to
seize black marketeers... Mybe they thought Al Ti was
trading illegally in water buffalo.

"The patrol surrounded the spot where Al Ti was and
simply shot him..They didn't bother to detain him first
because they figured if he had any noney or val uabl es
they could take them anyway.

"A Ti had been in this village for years, and
everybody knew he had nothing to do with the opposition.
I think they killed himfor his nmoney. In fact, though,
they were mistaken in thinking that he was soneone who
had money. In reality, he was quite poor, and he was
actually a hired hand. He had been hired by somebody
else to put these water buffalo out to pasture.

"The village chairman... knew what had happened, but
he didn't dare to do anything."

QG her Shan villagers have allegedly been killed after being seized as
porters by the arny. These porters often have to carry heavy |oads of
ammunition or other supplies under extrenely difficult conditions. Those
killed were apparently subjected to extrajudicial execution or fatal ill-
treat ment because soldiers were dissatisfied with the victins' performance
of the onerous tasks they were conpelled to carry out.



A 25-year-old farner from Monghsat Township in the southern Shan State
who was seized as a porter in late March 1988 described the death in early
April of three porters seized fromnnearby villages. He said they were
"beaten and bl udgeoned to death" by soldiers of the 49th Regi nent during
operations against Mong Tai Arny (MIA) troops of "opiumwarlord" Khun Sa
and of a WA conmmuni st group. These insurgents were based near Monghang and
on Loi Angkhang mountain near the Thai border, in neighbouring Mngtung
Township. The 49th Reginment is believed to be headquartered in Mnghsat
and to answer to the Burmese Arny Eastern Command.

"None of us had been fed, but we had to go up and down
the nountai ns carrying heavy | oads.

"The three who were killed were all Shan in their
twenties or thirties. They were apparently not used to
this sort of heavy |abour and were not strong enough to
carry their loads. They collapsed. After that, they
were repeatedly bludgeoned with rifle butts and kicked
by passing Burmese soldiers. They were bl udgeoned
around their heads until they lay dead with blood coning
out of their ears and various head wounds.

"l heard the Burmese soldiers saying that if they
died it was their own fault. The soldiers said that if
the Shan weren't in rebellion, we wouldn't have to go
through all this. Seizing us as porters was their way
of taking revenge on the Shan for naking trouble, they
said. And they killed these three to scare the rest of
us into working harder for them..l got hit a couple of
times, too, but not very hard. | was able to keep up."

A 58-year-old farmer seized as a porter from VWan Mor village in
Mongt ung Townshi p described the apparently fatal ill-treatment of a fellow
porter from another Shan village in late May 1988. The two nen were anong
civilians seized by soldiers of the 33rd Reginent to carry loads during
another attack on WA insurgents based near Loi Angkhang. The 33rd Regi ment
is believed to be headquartered in Tangyan Township in the northern Shan
State and to answer to the Burmese Arny Northeastern Command. It was
reportedly one of several units tenporarily sent south to participate in
this operation.

"There was one porter who was in his forties...|I

could see that he was very tired and was no |onger able
to go up the hillsides...He was tottering back and
forth with exhaustion, and you could see that the world
was bl acking out before his eyes from exhaustion. At
one point, he collapsed, and a Burmese soldier tried

to lift himup, but he no longer had the strength to
stand up. Before he collapsed he had tried to tell
them he was too tired to continue, and asked for
permssion to rest for a while, but the soldier said he
had to keep going.

"When the... soldier sawthis, he hit the porter in
the ribs with his rifle butt. Fromthen on, Burnese
sol diers who passed himwould do the sane. They woul d
try to get himto stand up, and when he couldn't they



kicked himand hit himwth their rifle butts. In the
end he was voniting blood and bleeding fromthe ears as
well as from head wounds. The soldiers called hima
not her - fucker and shouted at himto get up, but he

simply couldn't. | presume that in the end he died
because his head injuries were severe enough to kill
him.."

A 30-year-old farmer from Monghsen village in the eastern Shan State
Townshi p of Mongpi ng described the fatal ill-treatment inflicted on four
fellow villagers seized as porters by soldiers of the 43rd Reginent. This
unit is believed to be headquarteredin Mngping Township and to answer to
the Burmese Arny Eastern Command. He said the four victins, Naam Nor, Naan
Lung Kaew, Jaen Saeng and Aay Say, died in February 1987 in the Monghit
area, where this unit was attacking the BOP. He said that the deceased
ranged in age frommd-20s to md-30s, and that three of themwere married
and had chil dren.

"These four were unable to keep up, and all four were
bl udgeoned to death with rifle butts on the same day.
This was while we were noving through the mountains. ..

"Al four were sick. They were conng down wth
fever, and they had cranps in their calves. That's why
they couldn't keep up. As soon as they fell behind, the
soldiers started beating them The soldiers were saying
to them 'Wat's the matter with you? Wy don't you
hurry up? Get noving!" The four of themwere crying
that they couldn't continue, but the soldiers kept
hitting themwth their rifle butts. The soldiers were
hitting themwith their G4s. They struck them right on
the head until their skulls cracked, and all four died
from crushed skulls. The bodies were sinply left by the
road. The fanilies and relatives weren't allowed to
come and get the bodies.

"When | saw what happened to them | was terrified.
M/ heart was racing. At the same tine, | shed tears of

synpat hy. "

A 36-year-old farner fromMy Ken village in the southern Shan State
Townshi p of Monghsat described the fatal ill-treatment inflicted on anot her
villager, 19-year-old Sai Aye. He said the victimwas seized as a porter
in January 1988 by soldiers of Reginent 65, which is believed to be
headquartered i n nei ghbouri ng Mongtung Township and to answer to the Burnese
Arny Eastern Conmand. The unit was engaged in operations agai nst the BCP.

"After two days of wal ki ng, about two hours before we
got to the BCP area, our colum had to clinb up some

hills, quite steep hills. W were conpelled to carry
heavy | oads of ammunition, like 81 mllimeter nortar

rounds, six of them plus lots of other things.

"The load was too heavy, and [Sai Aye] could not
keep up with the colum, which was noving quickly up the
hills. Because of this, he was beaten with a banboo
stick, and was then hit and kicked after he fell to the
ground. He was nost severely beaten around his ki dneys
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and on his legs. The soldiers also punched himin the
face until it was swollen. He was so severely beaten
that he passed out. The sol diers thought he was dead,
and they kicked his body down a slope."

According to this account, several porters who were released after a battle
with the BCP discovered that Sai Aye was in fact not yet dead, though his
injuries were indeed to prove fatal.

"They hel ped himand carried himback to Monghsat, where
they took himto a hospital. A doctor exam ned hi m and
said nothing could be done for himbecause he had

sustai ned severe internal injuries affecting his organs.
He died two days later at the hospital...| [attended]
the cremation..."

A 25-year-old farnmer from Monghang in the southern Shan State Township
of Mongtung who was seized as a porter by soldiers of the 65th Regiment in
March 1988 described how they executed a villager from Nakawngnu. The
victim 30-year-old Sangsu, had been seized and forced to carry amunition
during large-scale Burmese arny operations against Khun Sa's MIA. The 65th
Regi ment was one of several units involved in this operation. The killing
took place after an MIA counter-attack forced a Burmese arny retreat.

"While we were retreating.., Sangsu fell down. Hs |oad
was too heavy for him because he had been given sone of
the ammunition that was being carried by a porter who
had been killed in shelling. He had to clinb up a steep
cliff inthe forest. Because of the steepness of the

sl ope, the weight on himand our fast pace, he lost his
bal ance and fell down.

"A captain following himordered himto stand up
and keep running. He hit Sangsu with his rifle butt,
and this actually made it nmore difficult for himto
stand up. He was hit again by a corporal while he was
trying to get to his feet. Another corporal |unged at
hi mand stabbed himin the back with a bayonet. He was
bayonet ed.

"The commandi ng officer, the captain, didn't
reprimand the corporal who killed him..the captain said
it was a good thing, because these Shan were always
creating problens, and now there was one fewer of the
bastards. "

This troop colum later eventually continued its operations in the eastern
Shan State Township of Mongywang, where this porter witnessed two nore
executions. He did not know the victins' nanes.

"W passed by a stream the Mekok, and two Shan porters
drank fromit. Maybe they were too exhausted, or maybe
they devel oped severe stomach pains because they drank
too much water. In any case, they lay down and refused
to get up...

"When they refused to stand up, a lance corporal
and two ordinary soldiers began beating themwth their



rifles, hitting themwith the butts. The corporal
ordered one of the soldiers to cut down a piece of
banboo, a big one about an inch thick, and to beat them
with it. He beat themuntil it broke. One of the
porters' arns was fractured. The other one was hit so
hard across the face that an eye was knocked |oose from
its socket. A soldier took out a knife and cut off his
left ear.

"Then the two of themwere thrown into the river.
The corporal and one of the soldiers took them by the
hands and feet and threw them into the river...and
drowned them"

A 43-year-old farmer from Kattaw village in the eastern Shan State
Townshi p of Kengtung said that he w tnessed the execution or fatal ill-
treatment of seven farners from Kengtung town and various villages who were
seized as porters in March 1936 by soldiers of the 88th Light Infantry
Division, which is believed to be headquartered in Kengtung. He naned the
victins as 45-year-old Al Hset from Wanpan village. 50-year-old Al Yin from
wan- hnang village, 42-year-old Al Hseng from Kattaung vill age, 48-year-old
Nan Hsai from Wan-ngam village, 38-year-old Sam nhun from Kengtung town,
53-year-old Al Pan from Wankom village, and 40-year-old Nan Heng from
Wan-namvillage. He said they were killed during a two-nmonth operation
against the BCP. He described the deaths of Al Hset and Al Yin:

"Both were too weak to carry their loads. They were
lying there on the ground, so the soldiers tied a rope
around their neck and dragged them along the path. The
soldiers tied ropes around their necks and pulled on the
ropes so that their necks were broken, just as if they
had been hanged. Both died as a result."

He said that Al Hseng and Nan Hsai were beaten to death for being too weak
to carry their |oads, that Samnhun was shot for trying to escape, and that
Al Pan and Nan Heng were shot for alleged cowardice when they failed to
performtheir duties under eneny fire.

V. TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, | NHUVAN CR DEGRADI NG TREATMENT CR PUNI SHVENT
CF SHAN

Shan have allegedly been tortured or subjected to other cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatnent or punishment during interrogation about suspected
links with or synpathy for the insurgents. In nost of the cases described

to Amesty International, the victinmse were held without charge or trial and
apparently without reference to any judicial authority.

A 53-year old former village people's commttee chairman Lung Nu from
a village in Mongpan Township in the southern Shan State described how he
was ill-treated in Decenber 1997 by soldiers fromthe 99th Reginent. This
unit is believed to have headquarters in Loilem and Langkho Townshi ps and
to answer to the Burnese Arny Eastern Command. The victim expl ai ned that
al t hough he was appointed by the governnent, the mlitary was dissatisfied
with the extent of his reporting on the activities of Shan insurgents
affiliated with "opiumwarlord Khun Sa and a faction of the one-time Shan
State Arny (SSA) operating in Mongpan. The mlitary apparently suspected he
m ght be withholding information about the insurgency because he was
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synpathetic to its ains.

"[It] was in the morning, around seven o' clock. | had
just got up and was eating. | was there with ny wife
and four children... More than 20 soldiers had cone [and]
surrounded thevillage... the soldiers who cane to ny
house... said they had intelligence that a lot of
[insurgent] forces were passing through this area and
were getting a lot of food supplies fromit, but that I
hadn't reported anything.

"l was called down out of ny house, and [a]
soldier interrogated and beat me there in front of the
house. M wife and children could see this fromthe
porch. They were screanming and crying. The soldier
simply said, 'Wy don't you give us reports? and
started hitting ne... He was armed with a G3 or 6-4. He
was a corporal, and there was a sergeant there with four
or five other troops...

"He hit nme with his rifle butt. Before that he had
hit me on the right side of ny head with his fist. Then
he hit me with his rifle butt just behind ny right ear,
and | was knocked out... | went out like a light, and ny
children carried me up into the house. | had a huge
bl ack bruise for nmore than a week, and for six or seven
days | was deaf in ny right ear. To this day, | still
have hearing problens with ny right ear."

A 45-year old farmer and father of five fromWan Na-in village
descri bed how he was tortured during interrogation, apparently by troops of
this same unit. He was seized in June 1986 while on a trip to visit
rel ati ves in Mongpan Townshi p. Suspicion fell on himwhen he entered
Honawng village to find food and encountered a Burmese arny patrol.

"I went into the village to ask for something to

eat... Wien 1 entered the village, there were sone
Burnese soldiers there. There were about 30 of them
They suspected that | was working with the
[insurgents], perhaps as a scout. They called ne over,
and when | cane over, they grabbed ne and tied ny hands
behi nd ny back.

"ne of them starting hitting me with his fist
whi |l e accusing me of working for the [insurgency]. He
hit me over and over again. He knocked me down once. He
just kept asking me whether | was with the [insurgency].
He then wapped plastic around ny head. He had nade a
sort of plastic bag froma mlitary poncho. He tied it

tightly around ny neck until | passed out. | couldn't
breathe, and | passed out. Wen 1 came to, | was asked
agai n whether | was with the [insurgency], | Kkept
denying this..."

An 18-year-old farmer from Monghang village in Mngtung Township
descri bed what happened to himin March 1988 when a first lieutenant of the
55th Regi nent caught himreading an issue of Freedoms Way. This is a
publication of the Tai Revolutionary Gouncil (TRC), a Shan insurgent group
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affiliated with "opiumwarlord® Khun Sa. IPC activists had handed him a
copy of their publication when he visited a nearby Buddhist shrine where
they were doing propaganda work. He had taken it home to read, and it was
there that the first lieutenant fromthe 65th caught himwth it. This unit
is believed to be headquartered in Mngtung and to answer to the Burnese
Arny Eastern Conmand.

"[The] TRC saw ne, that | was a kid, and they tried to
do political education with me. They gave ne a
publication which had a photograph of Jao Jam Meuang,
the former leader of the Shan State Arny... It was
witten in both Shan and Burnese, as well as English. It
was about the history of the Shan opposition.

"My parents didn't know | had this publication... |

sneaked it into the house to read... | was reading it,
and this Burmese sol dier suddenly appeared. The sol dier
tried to grab it out of ny hands. | threw it down out

of the house, but he went down and picked it up...

"[He] asked ne whether | had been a soldier with
the [insurgents] and how I had got hold of that
publication... He said | would have to be punished. They
put me in a pit al by nyself and put wooden stocks
around ny feet. The stocks were already right there in

the pit. | couldn't stand up. | could lie down and sit
up, but not stand up. | was kept there a day and a
ni ght . "

He returned honme, but a nonth later he was accosted by another first
lieutenant fromthe same unit who put himback in the pit.

"I was walking in the village and... he grabbed me and
started beating ne with his fists. He beat me until ny
nose bled... He asked nme whether | was the one who
wanted to fight his soldiers, and then he took me and
put me back in the pit for three days and two nights. |
was put in the stocks, and | had to piss and shit right
there. The snell was awful. They didn't give me enough

to eat, and when | asked for nmore, they cursed ne. It
was dark and full of mosquitoes. They wouldn't let ne
wear ny shirt. It. was... cold all the tine. You

couldn't see anything at all."

A 47-year old farmer from Mong-ngang village in the Central Shan State
Townshi p of Kengtung told of the ill-treatnent during interrogation of
three fellow villagers in April 1988. They were detai ned on apparent
suspicion of contact with the BOP by soldiers of the 88th Light Infantry
Di vision, which is believed to be headquartered in Kengtung. He said the
victinms included two men, one 24 years old and the other 28, and a 20-year-
old married wonan with one child.

"They went into the forest to cultivate their fields.
They were on then way to their rice fields when they
nmet sol diers from Nawng-ngang canp. They were arrested
about half a mle fromthe village. They ran into
sentries manning nobile forest checkpoints and were
arrested. They were arrested by a group of about 10
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sol diers. The soldiers suspected them of being on their
way to provide food to or nmake contact with the
i nsurgents because they encountered them in the forest.

"They began to interrogate themon the spot, asking
t hem about their contacts with the insurgents. They were
suspected of providing nmoney and food to and making
contact with the BCP. They replied that they were just
ordinary villagers and had no contact with the BCP, that
they did not support it. The soldiers hit themwth
their rifle butts and forced water down their throats to
make them 'confess'. This interrogation took place near
a streamin the forest, near the village.

"They had bruises all over their bodies and were
unabl e to sleep because of them.. There were bruises all
over their backs, which were black and blue with rifle
butt marks."

A farmer and trader in his md-twenties froma village in the central
Shan State Township of Kengtung described how he was severely ill-treated
during two weeks of detention in February 1988 by various security forces
in Tachil ek Township in the southern Shan State. He and nine others were
first interrogated by mlitia forces that initially arrested them on
suspi cion of being escaped convicts. During subsequent interrogation by
the mlitia, the Mlitary Intelligence Service (MS) and the police, they
were accused of being involved with the Shan insurgency.

"W were arrested in Mongkho by nenbers of the Burmese
mlitia, who took us to the mlitary in Tachilek after
detaining us for a night in Mongkho, in the mlitia's
tenmporary detention centre. W were arrested at nine in
the norning. After our arrest, we were chained
together. The mlitia interrogated us... into the evening
and through until mnidnight. The follow ng day we were
taken by truck to Tachil ek.

"V were arrested because we were suspected of
bei ng bandits who had escaped from Kengtung prison
several days earlier. They were |ooking for them and
suspected us. Wen they interrogated us, they first
accused us of being nenbers of this bandit gang, and
when we denied it, they accused us of being nenbers or
supporters of the insurgents. W were accused of being
in touch with them W also denied these accusations,
and they began beating us up... eight of us were beaten.
They beat up eight of us, those they thought we |ooked
nost intelligent, because they were nost suspicious of
us.

"l was the first to be interrogated. M/ hands were
tied behind ny back. Wile being interrogated, 1 was
slapped on the ears and punched in the sides, the chest
and the stomach. | was al so punched under ny nose wth
the heel of a fist. The interrogation |asted about two
hours. Then | was taken back to ny cell...



"The following day... we were taken to Tachilek... Ve
were first taken to the police station...we were
detained there but the interrogation took place in
m litary custody...

"V were taken to the MS Ofice in Tachilek in
groups of two. First they took [two others]. [(ne of
then] was forced to 'confess' that some of us were in
touch with the insurgents. Meanwhile, two nore of us,
including me.., were brought in and interrogated
separately. They were interrogating us separately and
checking our stories against each other, going back and
forth between the room where [one who had 'confessed']
was and the room where we were.

"V¢ were asked the sane set of questions as
before, and we were beaten even before they began asking
them Qur hands were tied behind our backs. Wile they
beat us up, we were undressed, conpletely naked. We
were beaten by three guys, ordinary MS personnel, not
of ficers. They brought in a bunch of pieces of banboo,
which they used to beat us on our backs until the pieces
broke. They also rolled themup and down our shins, and
| have scars on ny legs as a result. Then they hit us on
our heads with pistol butts.

"Then, in a separate room | was tied to the
ceiling by ny hands, which were still tied together
behi nd ny back. Before being hung, | was kicked in the

chest with conmbat boots. | was kept hanging in this
position for a couple of hours, and during this tine |
was repeatedly beaten with banboo. | was interrogated

by a guy in plainclothes. He wanted to know where the

i nsurgents were, and who the |eader in our group was. |
continued to deny everything. Four guys in plainclothes
beat me up during this interrogation, even the guy who
was sitting at a table and taking notes. He got angry
when | denied the accusations, stood up and partici pated
inthebeatings. . .

"After they lowered ne to the ground, | had to
kneel . They kept hitting me. | was kicked several nore
times in the chest. | fell over and was kicked several
times on the side of ny neck. | received sone nore
bl ows from banboo, and finally | passed out.

"Wen | awoke they were shaking me to bring me back
to consci ousness. Wen | recovered they hung me up for
maybe anot her hour and resuned beating ne. The whol e
interrogation lasted fromnine at night until midnight.

"...they took nme back to ny cell at the police
station. There | just lay on the floor for three days.
| couldn't nove. | didn't see any doctor. | asked for
medi ci ne, but was told by a police sergeant-nmajor that
since | was going to die anyway there was no need for
nedical treatnment. During these three days we were not

15
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fed by the prison authorities.

"After three days | was taken to a mlitary canp
nort hwest of Tachilek, on the outskirts of town. There |
was interrogated again by three soldiers, including one
first lieutenant. This interrogation |lasted many hours,
from seven in the norning until three in the
afternoon.., and the ill-treatnment was even worse than
the previous tine.

"I was first beaten and interrogated in a room The
of ficer asked the questions and hit ne with the blade of
a machete on ny head, chest and thighs. The two others
beat me with their fists and slapped ne. | was also
beaten with banboo and rifle butts. | was then taken
outside and hung up on some poles. Each of ny hands was
tied to a frame... so that | was in a crucified position
with the tips of ny toes barely touching the ground.
There were many soldiers outside, and they came and beat
me, punched and slapped nme, as they pleased, but there
were no questions.

"Then | was taken back in the room interrogated
and beaten again by the first lieutenant. After that |
was hung up a second tine outside, where | was beaten
and interrogated sone nore.

"The second time | was hung up | was in such pain,
I was suffering so nuch that they untied me and took ne
back to the police station... the pain was so severe that
| was in a state of shock, that | couldn't speak. Even
ifl had wanted to talk, | couldn't have. At some
points, | could not even hear the questions they were
asking me. | could see themtal king, but | was unable
to react or even understand. M nmind and body were in a
state of great confusion. M body was painful al over,
such pain, and I was in a state of sem -consciousness.
At some points 1 couldn't even feel the blows. The only
thing I could do was to repeat, 'I don't know, | don't
know , but | was nuttering these words like an
automaton. | may have said other things, but 1 was not
in control of myself. | could see them that they were
talking to me and beating ne, but 1 felt somehow
separated fromthe scene, as if | was observing it from
t he out si de.

"Back in ny cell at the police station, | stayed in
a sort of sem -conscious state for seven days. Sometines
| felt joy, as if | were happy, and then somnetines I
woul d burst into tears. Mst of the tinme | was
depressed. For these seven days | was unable to sleep.
| wanted to sleep, but each tinme | was about to fall

asleep | inagined that sonebody was shaking me and |
woul d awake with a start. In fact nobody was shaking
me.

"After the second interrogation, we were all
officially handed over to the police and remained in
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detention in the police station.

"Interrogations at the police station were also
very brutal... They were carried out by a second
lieutenant...assisted by two other police personnel.
They kept asking the same questions, whether or not |
was an insurgent, whether | was the chief of this group
of 10, which unit | belonged to, and the like. | was
forced to sit on a stool with ny hands tied behind ny
back. | was beaten with bamboo. Once | was beaten with
an iron bar. Once 1 was hit across the back so hard with
a chair that I was thrown against the table 1 was
sitting next to. M chest hit up against the corner of
the table so hard it al nost stopped ny breat hing.

"[After ny release] ny sleep came back, but it was
di sturbed with nightmares and wakings with a start in
the mddle of the night for the next nmonth. Even now I
amvery weak enotionally. | cannot stand the noi se of
not orcycl es passing by, and | amafraid and startled by
the slightest noises comng frominside or outside the
house where | stay... and when | work or exert an effort,
like by lifting sonething heavy, | can feel a pain in ny
chest, deep inside down on the right side of ny chest,
and ny heart races."

A 26-year-old teacher from the northern Shan State Township of Mise
was among 47 people detained in April 1987 during |arge-scal e Burmese arny
operations in April 1987 against jungle bases of the Tai Revol utionary
Council (TRC) in the northern Shan State Townshi p of Hopang. The Burnese
mlitary carried out infantry assaults and aerial bonbing, and several
different units were reportedly involved.

The detai nees included students and villagers as wll as teachers, and
12 of them were womren. Sone were reportedly menbers of a Shan
organi zati on known as the "Five Horses", which pronotes the teaching of
Shan | anguage and culture. The troops held the 47 overnight in a |ocal
pagoda. The teacher told Amesty International, "They accused us of being
guerrillas, of being Mong Tai Arny soldiers. They threatened to tie us all
up together and burn us alive if we didn't 'confess'."

After a night of detention at an arny base in the town of Pangl ong,
the detai nees were |loaded onto arny trucks and transported to Loilem
Townshi p. There they were turned over to police custody. Around 30 of them
were eventually transferred to police prisons in Taunggyi, the capital of
Shan State, for interrogation. The teacher said he was interrogated in
Prison Nunber 2.

"I was taken there alone in handcuffs. | was taken to
an interrogation room.. There were three officials
there: a soldier in uniformguarding the door and two
police officers in plainclothes. | was interrogated for
two or three hours.

"I was made to sit down still handcuffed on a
stool. There was nothing in the roomexcept a witing
desk and the stool. Their first question was who had

called ne to do this kind of 'F ve Horses' work. They
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wanted to know the nanes of the 'highest commanders' of
this organization. They wanted to conpel ne to
‘confess' that this organization was attached to the

armed opposition... I... said | knew nothing about the
hi ghest level commanders... they started punching and
kicking me. They beat me until | passed out.

"After one of the police officers asked ne whether
I was with the guerrillas and | said no, that | was only
teaching villagers, the other police officer, who was
standi ng nearby, punched ne twice in the face and kicked
me once in the back and once across the legs. At that
point | passed out, and | don't know what happened next.

"Once | regai ned consci ousness, he asked me whet her
I was nowwilling to 'confess' or not, and when | said
that | wasn't, the other one pulled the stool out from
under ne and hit ne with it. | passed out again, and
the next thing | knew | was back in a cell."

He said that he net several other detainees who had been ill-treated during
interrogation in Police Prison Nunber 2, including one whose teeth had been
knocked out when he was beaten.

A 50-year-old farmer from Nam Halay village in the southern Shan State
Townshi p of Mngnai described how he was ill-treated during interrogation
in February 1987 by soldiers of the 66th Regiment. It is believed to be
headquartered in nei ghbouri ng Nansang Township and to answer to the Burmese
Arny Eastern Conmand. The soldiers apparently suspected him of harbouring
BCP insurgents, who had been active in his area for 30 years and to whom he
had once given rice. He claimed he had done this under duress, and that he
had never provided |odging to the communists.

"I was arrested in ny home. They came up into ny house
and arrested ne there. Twenty or 30 soldiers cane and
surrounded ny house, and five or six of them came up
into it. It was before dawn and | was still asleep. |
was there with ny wife and children.

"They pounded on the door and told me to cone, and
just as | was getting up, they grabbed me right out
fromunder ny nosquito net. They were able to speak a
little Shan, and they called out in Shan. They were in
uni form and carrying pistols and rifles.

"M wife was absolutely terrified, as if she were
in a state of shock, and began crying hysterically. |
was scared nyself. | was sweating and trenbling. | was
afraid they would ill-treat and even kill rme.

"They accused nme of aiding and abetting the
comuni sts. | denied it, but they took me away anyway.
M/ wife also pleaded with them not to take nme away, but
they paid no attention.

"They tied ny hands behind ny back w th blue nylon
cord and took ne down out of the house. They started
kicking ne in the house, forcing me down the stairs. |
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didn't walk down the stairs, | was kicked down. Wien I
stood up, one of them punched me in the mouth, knocking
out two of ny teeth, one on top and one on the bottom

"They then walked me to their base, which was about
five mles [eight kiloneters] away... in Mongpute. | was
first interrogated in a roomin a wooden row house.
There were five soldiers involved in the interrogation
along with a translator. The superior officer didn't
speak any Shan, so he asked the questions in Burnese,
and they were translated by a Burmese who could speak
Shan. There was a guy taking notes.

"l sat there with ny hands still tied behind ny
back while the questions were asked. The questions
|asted for about a half an hour. They asked me why |
hadn't reported the presence of comrunists in the
village. They said | had commtted this offence and
refused to adnmit it. They then surrounded me and hit me
with their fists and their rifles and wooden sticks.
Sonetimes they hit me so hard | passed out. | passed
out twice, but I said it wasn't true what they said, and
I never admtted to doing anything wong."

A 20-year-old farnmer from this sane village described another incident
in February 1987 during which a man in his sixties was assaulted by
soldiers of the 66th Regiment after BCP activists conducted anti-governnent
propaganda anong the villagers.

"Ten soldiers canme, and two or three of themill-treated
himwhile the others surrounded him They came fromthe
66th's base. They came around 11 in the morning. At
that time [he] was in his home resting and drinking sone
tea. The soldiers went up into his house. He was there
with his whole fanmily, including his mother, his wife
and his children. The soldiers threatened hi m saying
that if they heard again that he was listening to the
communi sts they would kill him The communi sts had been
telling us that we shouldn't have to give the Burnese 30
per cent of our crops.

"They hit himin the face with rifle butts and
kicked himin the face and on his backside with their
conbat boots. H's cheeks were torn open, and he passed
out...After he passed out, the soldiers left, saying
that they didn't care whether he lived or died. He had
to spend seven or eight days recuperating fromthis ill-
treatnment ."

A 28-year-old farmer from Mongkung Township in the central Shan State
descri bed how he and two other nen about the sane age as himwere ill-
treated in April 1986 during interrogation by soldiers of Light Infantry
Division 77, which is believed to be headquartered in Monghsu Townshi p. The
soldiers detained the three while they were travelling outside their
village with money they planned to use to buy oxen. This apparently led to
suspi cion they might be involved with the BCP or other insurgent groups.

"h the way we net a Burmese patrol, which arrested us.
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The soldiers found the noney and suspected that we were
insurgents. They tied us up, and we were taken into the
forest to be interrogated on the spot by the soldiers.

"¢ stayed for seven days at the sane encanprment in
the forest. They kept interrogating us, accusing
us of working for the insurgents.

"After they tied us up, they wapped plastic and
bl ankets around our heads. There were four |ayers of
plastic. W would sweat a lot, and the sweat was held
in by the plastic. This caused suffocation. W could
not see anything, and this increased our fears. W& were
put under the hot sun, and fromtime to tine they
renoved the plastic and poured hot water in our nouths,
whi ch burned our nouths."

As described above, Shan seized as porters have allegedly been
subjected to fatal ill-treatment for allegedly failing to performtheir
duties. According to other allegations, the victins have not died, but
have been subjected to severe abuse.

A 45-year-old farmer from Monghan village in the southern Shan State
Townshi p of Mongtung described how he was ill-treated after being seized as
a porter in March 1987 by soldiers of the 65th Regiment. This unit is
believed to be headquartered in Mngtung and to answer to the Burmese Arny
Eastern Command.

"The...soldiers...came to the village and rounded up
16...villagers... | was taken for four days. V& were
just patrolling in the area. The day after | was seized
| was beaten by the soldiers. Wen | was seized | was
already quite sick with a malaria fever. They made ne
carry 25 to 30 kilogramres of rice...

"The soldier who was following ne said that | was
too slow, that | was not wal king quickly enough. | said
that | had been quite sick for the last several days,
and that as a result | could not stomach food and had
not been eating. He said that | was lying, pretending
to be sick in order to evade perfornmance of ny duty. He
said the only way to nmake ne walk faster was to beat ne.

"The soldier stripped some banboo and nade
something like a whip out of it, sonmething flexible

whi ch he began beating ne with. | was beaten really
hard by himand other soldiers al over ny back, fromny
neck to ny buttocks, which caused severe pain...l had
red marks on ny back for about a nonth...l could not lie

on ny back at night to sleep..."

Rel atives of men seized as porters have allegedly been ill-treated
during round-ups. If they are wonen, the alleged abuse may take the form
of rape.

A 3l-year-old narried farner from Wangtai village in Mnghsat
Township in the southern Shan State told of the February 1988 rape of a 17-
year-old Shan woman in a nei ghbouring house by soldiers of the 49th



Regi ment who canme to seize porters. This unit is believed to be
headquartered in Monghsat and to answer to the Burmese Arny Eastern
Command.

"They cane in to seize [her ol der brother] as a porter,
and they also raped [her]. The same soldier who seized
[her older brother] also raped [her]. He had al ready
grabbed [her ol der brother] and turned him over to the
other soldiers. He then went back up into the house,
saying that maybe there was someone else there. Wen he
found [her] he raped her. He raped her right in front
of her mother. She was still a virgin."

This interviewee was hinself seized as a porter in February 1988 by troops
of this unit to carry ammunition during operations against W National Arny
troops in nei ghbouring Mongtung Townshi p based on Loi Angkhang nount ain,
along the Thai border. He described the ill-treatnment of a friend in his
late 20s who was seized from Taklet village in Mnghsat Townshi p.

"He was unable to continue walking. He sinply didn't
have the strength to carry the four 105 millineter
artillery shells he was assigned to carry. He had been
able to go on for seven days, but on the eighth day he
just couldn't continue.

"h the eighth day, he stunbled under his |oad and
fell forward and couldn't get up. Four Burmese soldiers
came over and started hitting himwth their rifle
butts. They hit himuntil he passed out. Before he
passed out, he appealed to themto stop. He said to
them that he was truly unable to continue, and that they
could kill himif they didn't believe him..They said to
himthat he was snart but lazy, that he really could
continue but was just pretending not to be able to go
on.

"These four soldiers then dug a shallow pit in
which they buried himup to his neck. He was buried
lying on his back while still unconscious and was just
left there with his head sticking out of the ground.”

Imedi ately thereafter, the victimis friend and several other porters
managed to escape fromthe arny colum, and they went back to rescue him

"V¢ waited until [the soldiers] were gone, and then
we went back to where he was. He had regai ned
consci ousness but was unable to get out of the dirt. Ve
dug himout. W took himto the Monghsat hospital. He
was hospitalized for seven or eight days. He was
suffering from conpl ete exhaustion. He had to have
stitches at three places on his head.

"BEver since then, he's been weaker than ever. He
can't do any sort of heavy labour at all. He can't make
his living doing anything that requires great physical
effort.”
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V. POSSI BLE SHAN PRI SONERS GF  GONSO ENCE

THE CASES OF SAl LONG AND MU N NG TA

O 20 Cctober 1987 a 24-year-old Shan Buddhi st monk named Mi N ng Ta was
reportedly arrested at Thei nbyu pagoda, near Rangoon's railway station. two
days later a second nonk, 25-year-old Aye Long was reportedly arrested in

t he same pagoda.

Both came from farmng famlies in the Shan State and had been in the
nonkhood for many years. M Nng Ta, a native of Mngyan Township in the
eastern Shan State, had becone a novice there at the age of 10. He later
went to study Pali, the scriptural |anguage of Buddhism at Kangyi pagoda
i n Yawnghwe Townshi p, near the Shan State capital, Taunggyi. Aye Long, a
native of Wanmao village in the eastern Shan State Township of Kengtung,
al so becane a novice at the age of 10.

Both nonks had cone to Rangoon to further their secular studies. Aye
Long graduated from Botataung H gh School there and then enrolled in
Rangoon University. He was a second-year nathematics student at the tine
of his arrest. M Nng Ta had been in Rangoon since around 1984 and at the
time of his arrest was enrolled in an English school.

The two may have had sone contact with the Young Shan Mdonks' Assenbly
of Rangoon. This organization reportedly operates w thout governnent
aut hori zation in Rangoon to help newy arrived nonks to find pagodas in
which to stay and schools in which to study.

The arrests of Mi Nng Ta and Aye Long reportedly cane a week after
the arrest of a Shan trader naned Aye Lakhaye. He travelled frequently
back and forth between Rangoon and Lashio. a town in the northern Shan
State. In Rangoon, he sonetimes stayed at Thei nbyu pagoda, and there becare
acquainted with Mu Nng Ta. Hs travels apparently led to suspicions that
he might be working as an intelligence agent for the Shan State Arny (SSA),
and he was arrested by officers of the Mlitary Intelligence Service (MY
in Rangoon. Nothing nore is known about his background.

Ammesty International has received allegations that Aye Lakhaye was
ill-treated by MS interrogators, and that afterwards he was seen with a
face swollen from beatings. During interrogation he reportedly inplicated
three people, including Mo Nng Ta, as his "acconplices".

Late in the norning of 20 Cctober, a man in plainclothes reportedly
came to Mi Nng Ta's quarters at Theinbyu pagoda and told him that he had
some visitors who had just arrived in a car. He was arrested when he went
to see who was in the car and taken to an MS detention centre near
M ngal adon airport, just outside Rangoon. There he was defrocked (renoved
fromthe robes signifying his nenbership in the Buddhi st nmonkhood),
all egedly without authorization from the abbot of Theinbyu pagoda.

Defrocki ng without the permssion of an abbot is contrary to ecclesiastical
I aw.

After two days of incommuni cado detention, he was escorted back to the
pagoda in handcuffs. Hs face was reportedly observed to be black and bl ue
from beatings. Security personnel were overheard saying that he had



"confessed" to possession of issue nunber four of Freedomis Wy, the
insurgent Tai Revolutionary Council (TRC) publication. They were heard to
allege that he was a TRC propagandi st and organi zer. However, a search of
the premses reportedly failed to find any TRC documents. Mnks present
during the search were allegedly threatened with arrest when they denied to
the authorities escorting Mi Nng T% that he had ever had TRC materials.
Sorme of them reportedly later claimed that his "confession" was the result
of ill-treatment. They reportedly said that he had in fact never had
anything to do with the TRC although he may have privately expressed

di ssatisfaction with some government policies on the ethnic mnorities.
According to one nonk interviewed by Amesty International, Mi N ng Ta nay
have been vul nerabl e to suspicion because of his desire to study English
and his possible involvenent with the Young Shan Monks' Assenbly. He
explained that the MS "doesn't like Shan to learn English. They suspect
that those who are learning English are trying to be great ones', which
they don't like. They say it's better for the Shan not to be educated
because then they get involved with the opposition."

The nonk Aye Long was reportedly arrested on 22 or 23 Cctober,
allegedly as a result of being inplicated by Mu Nng Ta during his
interrogation. He was reportedly arrested wi thout warrant by officers of
MS Unit 13 and initially detained at M ngal adon, where he was al so
defrocked w thout authorization fromhis abbot. He was reportedly accused
of distributing TRC propaganda, apparently on the basis of infornation
obtained during the interrogations of the trader Aye Lakhaye and Mu N ng

Ta. People who knew himwell later clained to Amesty International that he
had in fact never been actively involved with the TRC or other Shan
i nsurgent groups. (ne explained that. "He doesn't agree with their violent

nmet hods. He's a Buddhi st nmonk, and so he believes in non-violence. That's
an inportant reason why he doesn't support the nethods of the Shan
insurrectionary groups." He added that Aye Long had neverthel ess sonetines
expressed di ssident views about certain government policies, "and it may be
that his views were reported to the M S".

After about a month of incommnicado detention at M ngal adon, Aye
Lakhaye, Mi Nng Ta and Aye Long were reportedly transferred to Insein
Central Prison, also on the northern outskirts of Rangoon. The three were
then brought before Botataung Court, where they are understood to have been
remanded pending further investigation for possible violation of Section
17.1 of the Unlawful Associations Act, which prohibits involvenent wth
organi zations advocating the use of violence. At their first court
appear ance, both Aye Lakhaye and Mu Nng Ta were reportedly observed still
to have bruised faces.

The three were reportedly thereafter brought regularly to Botataung
Court for remanding (continued detention pending charge and trial).
However, as of May 1988, they still had not been formally charged and had
not been allowed to consult legal counsel. Famly nmenbers and friends coul d
not visit themat Insein prison, and could see themonly during their brief
court appearances, when communi cation was difficult.

The available information does not make it possible to evaluate the
all egations reportedly nmade agai nst Aye Lakhaye, Mi Nng Ta and Aye Long of
i nvol verent with the SSA, TRC or other violent opposition groups. However,
this information does suggest that at least sone of the three may be held
on account of their- non-violent political opinions or peaceful exercise of
the right to freedom of expression. It also raises fears that evidence
obtained through ill-treatment nay eventually be used against them in court.
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and that they have been denied proper opportunities to consult with |egal
counsel to prepare their defence. This could contribute to their being
unfairly tried.

VI. EXTRAJUDI G AL EXECUTI ON AND | LL- TREATMENT CF ' MEMBERS OF THE KAREN AND
KAYAH ETHNIC M NORI TI ES

In its report, Burma: Extrajudicial Execution and Torture of Menbers of
Ethnic Mnorities, Amesty International described cases ol unlaw ul
killings or ill-treatment of menbers of the Karen. Kachin and Mn ethnic
mnorities during 1986 and 1987. This report was based primarily on
research conducted in Novenber 1987.

Research conducted since then indicates that Karen continue to be
victinms of severe human rights abuses. Information obtained in Thailand in
June 1988 includes allegations that Karen have been unlawfully killed not
only in the Karen and Mon States, where most of themlive, but also in the
nei ghbouring Pegu Division, where the najority of the popul ation is Burman.

A 42-year-old Karen farmer from Khorpu village in Shwegyin Township of
Pegu Division described the killing in February 1988 of five farmers from
nearby Kuy Zo Kho village. He said the victins were 35-year-old Pa Kuy, 50-
year-old Saw Tha Myi , 35-year-old Sa Ya, 30-year-old Hun Yu, and a wonen
around 40 whose nane he could not renenber. According to his statement, he
passed them along a road while they were on their way back from buying rice
inathird village, Mete. Immediately thereafter, they encountered a patrol
of Regiment 57, and he said he saw what happened from a distance: "The
Burmese opened fire on them imrediately, without asking any questions." He
said he believed the soldiers suspected that they mght be involved wth
the Karen insurgent group, the Karen National Union, because they were
travelling in the forest outside their villages. After the patrol moved on,
he went back to look at the victims.

"The bodies were lying along the foot trail in the
forest. Two of themwere right next to each other, and
the other three were spread out. The Burnese had taken
away the rice they had managed to buy.

"Sa Ya had been hit in the chest, and it was ripped
open so that his insides fell out. Pa Kuy had been hit
in the chest like Sa Ya. The worman had been hit in the
head. "

Simlar incidents have allegedly resulted in the death of menbers of
the Karenni mnority in the Kayah State. A 21-year-old Kayah Christian from
Pasawng Township in the Kayah State clained that soldiers of the 54th
Regi ment opened fire on himand 11 other Kayah in February 1988 as they
were travelling by boat to attend a Christian gathering in Boo Kaw vill age.
The soldiers evidently suspected they mght be working with the armed w ng
of the Karenni National Progressive Party, an insurgent group active in the
Kayah State.

"A Burmese patrol appeared on the bank and ordered us to
stop the boat. They asked us whether we were carrying
weapons for the insurgents, whether we were transporting
weapons in the boat, weapons for the insurgents. The
pilot...got scared and junped into the river to try to
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escape. They opened fire on himand the boat, They
mssed him Three wonen attenpted to escape by junping
in the river, but they died by drowning. A fourth woman
was shot dead with several rounds through her body. |
tried to protect nyself by Iying down in the boat."

He identified the woman who was shot as 50-year-old Naw Ku Le, a nother of
three children from Nam Pang village. He identified the wonmen who drowned
as 30-year-old Naw H oo Yu, a nmother of two. 17-year-old Naw Pow WA, a
student, and 23-year-old Naw in H o0, both unmarried.

VI 1. AWNESTY | NTERNATIONAL'S RECOMWENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNMVENT

In its May 1988 report, Burma: Extrajudicial Execution and Torture of
Menbers of Ethnic Mnorities, Amesty International recomended a nunber of
nmeasures for the protection of human rights which it said the Burmese

CGovernnent should adopt to stop unlawful killing, ill-treatnent and
arbitrary arrest and detention 'of menbers of the Karen, Mn and Kachin
ethnic mnorities (see pp.67- 71 of the report). It stressed the need for

the government to act to ensure that existing safeguards for human rights
in Burmese law be fully respected, and that these include provisions
against arbitrary arrest and detention and prohibiting homcide and torture
by government authorities. Amesty International urged the authorities to
launch a full-scale inquiry into allegations that security forces operating
in mnority areas are violating these provisions by commtting

extrajudicial execution and torture and detaining political suspects

wi thout reference to any legal or judicial authority. It said the
government should bring to justice mlitary and police authorities '
responsi ble for such human rights violations. It said the governnent
shoul d consider granting full access to mnority areas to appropriate
international observers, including representatives of international human
rights and hunanitarian organizations. It said local and central
authorities should conpile and make publicly available regularly updated
records of all people taken into custody, whether by the nilitary or the
police, specifying the places where they are kept, so that famly nenbers
and | awyers can be pronptly informed of their arrest and detention.

To Amesty International's know edge, the government has not carried
out any of these steps, and believes avail able recent evidence of severe
human rights violations in the Shan State and other areas of Burma confirns
the urgent need for serious renedial action by the governnent The
organi zation therefore reiterates its earlier recomrendations and believes
the suggested measures should also be carried out with respect to the Shan
St at e.

It also urges the government, to act to ensure that no Shan or menbers
of other ethnic nmnorities are inprisoned on account of their non-viol ent
political opinions or peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of
expression and in connection with their ethnic mnority background.

Possi bl e cases of inprisonnent on such ground should be exam ned, and
anyone detai ned on such grounds should be released. At the sane tine,
anyone agai nst whomthere is credible evidence of possible involvenent with
violent anti-governnent activities should be pronptly charged and given a
trial conducted according to international standards for fairness, or

rel eased.



APPENDI X 1

LI ST OF BURMESE CENTRAL AND LOCAL GOVERNVENT AUTHORI Tl ES

CENTRAL AUTHORITI ES

0.

U Sein Lwin M Chai r man,
Chai rman

Burmese Socialist Programme Party

B.S. P. P. Headquarters

Kone Myint Thaya

Rangoon

Bur na

U Sein Lwin Your Excell ency,
Pr esi dent

Ofice of the State Council

15/ 16 W ndernere Park

Rangoon

Bur na

U Thura Tun Tin Your Excell ency,
Prinme Mnister

Ofice of the Prine Mnister

M nisters' Ofice

Rangoon

Bur ma

Gen. Saw Maung

M nister of Defence
Mnistry of Defence
Signal Pagoda Road
Rangoon

Bur ma

Maj Gen Than Shwe Gener al ,
Deputy Defence M nister

Def ence Services Chief-of-Staff

Mnistry of Defence

Signal Pagoda Road

Rangoon

Bur ma

U Than Tin Than Shwe Your Excel |l ency,
Deputy Prine Mnister and Mnister of Mnes

Ofice of the Prine Mnister

M nisters' Ofice

Rangoon

Bur ma

Maj or Gen. Tin Tun General ,
Def ence Services Vice-Chief-of-Staff
i bid.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Rear - Adm Maung Maung Khin
Def ence Services Vice-Chief-of-Staff
i bid.

U Ye Gaung

Deputy Prime Mnister

M nister of Foreign Affairs
M nistry of Foreign Affairs
Prone Court

Prome Road

Rangoon

Bur na

U Saw H aing
Deputy M nister
M nistry of Foreign Affairs

i bid.

Brig Gen Pe Myaing

M nister of Home and Religious Affairs
M nistry of Home and Religious Affairs
Mnisters' Ofice

Rangoon

Bur na

Col . Khin Maung Wn

Deputy M nister

Mnistry for Home and Religious Affairs
i bid.

Thura U Tun Tin

Prime Mnister

M nister of Planning and Fi nance
Mnistry of Planning and Finance
Mnisters' Ofice

Rangoon

Bur ma

UTin Swe

M ni st er

Mnistry of Industry

Mnisters' Ofice

Rangoon

Bur ma

U Chn Kyaw

M ni st er

Mnistry of Labour and Social Welfare
Mnisters' Ofice

i bid.

U Khin Maung i

M ni ster of Trade
Mnistry of Trade
Mnisters' Ofice
i bid.

Adm ral ,

Your

Excel | ency,



Mnister of Information and Qulture
Mnistry of Information and Qulture

16. U Aung Kyaw Mi nt
Mnisters' Cfice
i bid.
17. Kyaw Sein
M ni ster of Education
Mnistry of Education
Mnisters' Cfice
i bid.
18. U Tun VMi
M ni ster
Mnistry of Health
Mnisters' Ofice
i bid.
19. U Tin Aung Hein
Chai rman
Gouncil of People's Justices
Maha Bandool a Garden Street
Rangoon
Bur ma
20. UOhn Tin
Chai r man
Gouncil of People's Inspectors
Cfice of the Gouncil
Rangoon
Bur ma
21. Dr Maung Maung
Chai rman
Gouncil of the People' s Attorneys
Cfice of the Gouncil
Rangoon
Bur ma
The Gouncil of Sate (29 nmenbers)
22. U Aye Ko (M ce-Chairnman)
23. Thura U Kyaw Hin (Secretary)
24. U hit Haing
25. UTun ¥
26. UHa Tun
27. U Khin Aye
28. U Sap Tu
29. U Soe
30. U S Aung Tun
31. U San Maung
32. U Zaw Wn
33. UTin Aung
34. UTun M
35. U Tun Yin Law
36. U Van Kulh
37. UBa Ha
38. U Ba Thaw

Your Excel | ency,

of Peopl e's |nspectors

of People's Attorneys

Dear Sir,



39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.

50.

78.

79.

80.

81.

88.

92.

Ral
n San May Shwe
ung Maung

Ha Tun

U Vant hu Hashi m

U Tha Kyaw

U Thaung Tin

U Than Sein

U Aung Sint

Thura U Aung Pe

U Chn Kyi

U Bu
U Man
Dr Ma
U

U Aung Toe

Chai r nan

Pyithu Huttaw (Peopl e's Assenbl y)
Prome Road

Rangoon

Bur ma

UHa Kyi

D rector

The People's Police Force

Peopl €' s Pol i ce Force Headquarters
Rangoon

Bur ma

D rector General
Pol i ce Depart nent
Rangoon

Bur ma

U Lay Maung

D rector

National Intelligence Bureau
Rangoon

Bur ma

Col . Khin Nyunt

D rector

Def ence Services Intelligence
Def ence Services Headquarters
Rangoon

Bur ma

Gen. U Khin Maung Aye

D rector General

Central Court of Justice
Ofice of the Central Court
Rangoon

Bur na

U Than Nyunt
Chai r nran
Peasants Asiayone Gentral Body

Your Excel | ency,

Dear M Drector,

Dear M Drector General,

Dear M D rector,

Dear M Drector General

Dear M Chai rnan

Peasant Asi ayone Central Body Headquarters

Rangoon
Bur ma



51.

52.

53.

54.

STATE AUTHORITIES

U Ba Than

Chai r man

Shan State People's Gouncil
Taunggyi

Shan State

Bur ma

Brig Gen Tun Shwe

Chai r man

Shan State Regional Party Cormittee
Taunggyi

Shan State

Bur ma

U Kyaw b n

Chai r man

Kayah State Peopl e's Gouncil
Loi kaw

Kayah State

Bur ma

U Tha Shim

Chai r man

Kayah State Party Regional Committee
Loi kaw

Kayah State

Bur na

Dear M Chai rnan



