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HIGHLIGHTS

-- On New Years Day, Burmese Era 1355 (April 17, 1993), The
Working People's Daily changed its name to The New Light of Myanmar,
and also changed format from tabloid to full-sized [see CULTURAL].

-- National Convention "agrees" on Chapter Headings, and
adjourns until June [see NATIONAL CONVENTION].

-- Lt-Gen. Maung Aye appointed Commander-in-Chief (Army) [see
GOVERNMENT] .

Note: Issues for Apr. 9, 16, 25 not received.

POLITICAL CRISIS

Slogans

Regular Slogans: See January 1993 issue. For some time, the
slogan at the bottom of each issue of The Working People's Daily has
been Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens
of Myanmar Naing-Ngan. From Apr. 3-5, only, this was replaced by
"Only a government based on the Tatmadaw is the type of government
capable of securing peace and prosperity for the State".

Variable Slogans: Since August 1991, The Working People's
Daily/New Light of Myanmar has run a changing religious slogan at the
top of each front page:

Apr. 1-2: Natakananca sangaho, to support the relatives; this



is the way to auspiciousness.

Apr. 3-16: Anavajjani kammani, to perform faultless actions;
this is the way to auspiciousness.

Apr. 17-30: Arati papa, to abstain from evil; this is the way
to auspiciousness.

Cartoons

Apr. 6: Doctor to patient: "You feel sleepy during day-time and
can't sleep at night? You must be an office clerk, aren't you?"

Apr. 10: Wife: "Selling of goods no longer goes well for us."
Husband: "In that case sell the house."

Apr. 17: Observer to "public servants" carrying a bundle of
"corruption" from 1354 ME to 1355 ME: "Hey you! Leave that thing
behind in the 0ld Year will you?"

Apr. 17: Man with sign reading "Wanted...one employee", being
run down by a horde of applicants.

Apr. 18: Wife: "What do you know about today's prices?"
Husband: "None at all! That's why I am so free from care."

Apr. 18: Man: You women are after beauty!" Woman: "Hmm! You're
far behind. Not beauty, but oil and rice."

Apr. 19: Man leaving theatre: We'd like to get a doctor like
the one in the play... who's dedicated and loves the rural people."”

Apr. 20: First Myanmar: "I hear you applied for a bus conductor
post. How's it?" Second Myanmar: "After all, I didn't get it as I'm
too soft spoken and polite."

Apr. 22: First Myanmar: "What kind of creature is that which
gobbles up wood, sand, cement, nails and even CI {corrugated iron--
HCMacD.] roofing sheets?" Second Myanmar: "I know.... It must be a
contractor!"

Apr. 23: One Myanmar to another: "Aba. Is there something you
want to find out? That's easy. You can inquire about it at a road-
side tea shop. All sorts of people are there."

Apr. 29: Doctor to patient's wife: Well now...the diagnosis is
complete... All that's needed is the medicine...go and buy it
outside."

Political Articles

Following the pattern begun in October 1988, many issues
contain lengthy feature articles, translated from Burmese, designed
to bolster government views and policies. Editorials sometimes touch
on similar themes. We note them briefly, with excerpts of typical or
particularly significant portion:

Apr. 1 : Thet-le and Shwethway Discussions, by Warazein. [Cont.
(1) Those who talk with forked tongues. Two US Congress members, Mr.
Archer and Ms. Johnson, after visiting Myanmar, testified Mar. 25 to
the House Asia-Pacific Sub-committee, and said "that a lot of reforms
and improvements have been made in Myanmar Naing-Ngan's education,
health and economic affairs; {and} that the American government would

do well...to help the government of the Myanma Tatmadaw to carry out
the continuation of this reform and to engage in economic co-
operation...." Yet the "die-hards... still continue to disbelieve and

to reject anything said by the two....]

Apr. 1l: If I speak out, it may amount to Aung Min's taking too
much for granted, by Aung Min. [Cont. What I once told my friend Hkun
Saw.... I remember discussing Shan-Bamar friendship with him in
college in 1955; we must all realize that solidarity between all
Myanmar nationalities is essential.]

Apr. 2-3: Those who look, see; those who see, believe, by Ko Ko
Lwin. [(l) At last week's hearings of the US House of Representatives
Foreign Affairs Committee Asia-Pacific Affairs Sub-committee,
testimony was given by Congressmen Bill Archer (Texas), Nancy Johnson
(Connecticut), and Dana Rohrabacher (California), as well as "Joseph
Silverstein of Rutgers University, David Steinberg of George Town
University [sic] as well as Maureen Aung Thwin of the Burma Studies
Foundation.... It was known that Senator Daniel P Moynahan and
Entrepreneur named Marian Segye who has been engaged in commercial



enterprises in Myanmar Naing-Ngan also wrote their impressions to the
committee." The Chairman is Edgar Mann (New York), who replaced
Stephen Solarz who meddled in Myanmar affairs "during the period of
the disturbances" but lost election "as a result of abuse of
Congressional privileges...." Among Sub-committee members are Jim
Leach (Iowa) and Rohrabacher, who in 1991 "illegally sneaked into
Myanmar...to meet absconding students and terrorist insurgent
organizations to encourage them and agitate among them," and then
left after failing to pay a hotel bill in "the other country." Hence,
up to 1992, the Sub-committee "was dominated by those who held
prejudiced views," and as a result of "the pessimism, scepticism and
prejudice which prevailed," US policy towards Myanmar was "totally
divorced from the reality at hand." Similarly, the US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee heard testimony from "'Asiawatch' an organization
well-known for its animosity towards Myanmar Naing-Ngan, one Bela
Raschid supposed to be the representative of the so-called Expatriate
'parallel government' and CRDB Chairman Tin Maung Win ...." and as a
result blocked the appointment of Parker Borg as new American
Ambassador to Myanmar. Now, however, though Congressman Rohrabacher,
Professor Joseph Silverstein, and Senator Moynahan are "openly biased
and prejudiced" against Myanmar, the Sub-committee is also hearing
others like Congressmen Archer and Johnson, and Marian Segye, "who
are not known to have any subjective attitudes" towards Myanmar.
These latter were able to testify to what they had seen: that there
is no discrimination against Catholics, that the government is not
neglecting anti-narcotics activities, and that the people are not
oppressed. Bill Archer recommended closer relationships with Myanmar
and the posting of an Ambassador to Myanmar. More on the testimony of
Archer and Johnston later.

[ (2) Favourable testimony of Bill Archer and Nancy Johnston
summarized. The latter's praise of positive actions of Tatmadaw
quoted: "'All their energies are being directed towards not only the
development of the border areas but also towards agriculture, the
construction of hospitals and clinics and the building of schools....
The way they are going about their border area development activities
is really impressive. While we were in a particular region, we
witnessed for ourselves the families of Tatmadawmen led by no less
than the wife of a General being actively engaged in the rural areas
teaching the rural people the basic elements of hygiene and health
and disease prevention, and also numerous family matters. Basically,
the fields of activities cover combating the threat of narcotic
drugs, leadership in the rural affairs, and self-reliance activities.
And all of these are concepts which are invaluable for the people.'"
Congressman Charles Rangel has also visited Myanmar, and this led to
co-operative sampling of opium yield, which accomplished a month's
work in five days. Unfortunately, certain groups and individuals
still stand by those who "have been committing the worse of
atrocities and cruelties against the people mining trains, massacring
people, robbing and looting and raping...." However, "as the number
of those who see and realize the truth increase in number the
fabricated reports and the fraudulent allegations as well as the
rumour-mongering are bound to gradually lose their effect and
eventually will disappear in the light of genuine truth."]

Apr. 2: Brutal massacre aimed at undermining national unity, by
Po Toke. [Account of the March 20 massacre of Shan and Lahu nationals
on the Mai Pan Creek in Monghsat Township.]

Apr. 3-4: "Only a government based on the Tatmadaw is the type
of government capable of securing peace and prosperity for the
State," by U Chan Tha Oh. [Comparisons of strong and weak Myanmar
Kings from various dynasties.]

Apr. 4: To think a Dove of Peace to be a Mina bird; To believe
a terrorist bandit to be a son-in-law, by Maha Thamun. ["I heard the
voice of VOA announcer U Khin Maung Htay giving the report...that
considerable surprise was reported on the part of Congressional
colleagues when they heard laudatory accounts of the reformation
being made by the {Tatmadaw Government} ...." If reforms are not



perfect, it is because of the terrorists. "Myanmar-born Maureen Aung-
Thwin of a private research organization is reported to have declared
that reformatory measures in Myanmar Naing-Ngan cover only limited
areas." This is because of smuggling, narcotics, etc., in border
areas. "Maureen Aung Thwin was at least forced to admit that there
have been considerable economic development. She declared, however,
that there is not much progress in human rights and that there is
cause for concern in the matter of political changes. What she meant
to say, of course, was that there has been no improvement at all." At
this time, economic development and peace and tranquillity are more
important that political change, and the National Convention "is for
the future long-term welfare of the Myanmar Naing-Ngan." What
"Maureen Aung Thwin should really be concerned about...are the
activities of terrorist insurgents and bandits.... Maureen Aung
Thwin, please try and understand that saboteurs with bombs, armed
terrorist and spys don't have horns on their heads to be easily
observed... Scrutiny and check is the only way...." As for refugees
fleeing Myanmar because of lack of freedom, "an immense number of
peplle have been trying to sneak into the Myanmar Naing-Ngan
illegally because they are being drawn and attracted by economic
opportunities which may be found and by the rich natural resources
which are in this country. If fact, the number of those who want to
come to the Myanmar Naing-Ngan outnumbered by far the ones who call
themselves 'refugees'. And there is also the consideration according
to the saying, 'a race does not disappear because it is swallowed by
the earth; a race disappears because it is swallowed by another
race'..... and that is why we continue to exercise scrutinization and
proper checking of travelling documents and identity cards. Therefore
please Ms Maureen it is something which has to be done according to
the conditions!"]

Apr. 5: The State and the Tatmadaw want you, by Ne Wun Tin.
["Those who have the blood and guts to risk their lives in the
service of their country and their people really love their country
and their people." In 1885 the Hluttaw surrendered to the British;
the Tatmadaw did not, but dispersed through the country and
"civilians with national spirit became soldiers." A few traitors
should not spoil the record. "Only dauntless men will be worthy sons
of the soil. You, with a vigorous patriotism and nationalism, are
wanted by the country and the Tatmadaw."

Apr. 6: Atrocities of murderous Loimaw terrorists, by Htway
Kyi. [The March 20 massacre by "about 80 insurgents led by Hsamkham
and belonging to the Khunsa-Kansit Loimaw opium bandits."]

Apr. 1l1l: A New Year Prayer and an 0Old Record, by Aye Thura Win.
[At Thingyan avoid "excessive merry-makings," and the "old records of
moribund politicians," which is "propagation of alarmist rumours in
order to delay and deter the strivings of the government."]

Apr. 17: May all be well with you in the New Year, by Min Kyaw
Min. [Traditions and goodwill of Thingyan. ]

Apr. 18: An auspicious New Year to you, by Hla Tun (Twantay).
[Happy New Year. "Everybody, including service personnel, must work
still harder to achieve further success."]

Apr. 19: Back to work after a long vacation, by Lin Lin. [After
Thingyan, it's time to get back to work, in both the public and
private sectors.]

Apr. 21: Co-operation that will promote bilateral relations, by
Swe Thant Ko. [Joint US-Myanmar cooperation in assessing opium poppy
crops in Shan State last February, as well as visits by US
Congressmen, reviewed. "To put it briefly, the recent US-Myanmar
joint action in prevention and control of narcotic drugs at a time
when Myanmar is being falsely accused of refusing to co-operate with
international community in this task, is only the first co-operative
effort. Success achieved in this co-operative effort will contribute
to promote relations betrween Myanmar and the United States...."]

Apr. 24: To perpetuate national sovereignty, by Shwe Baw Phyoe
(Sindewa) . [Commentary on Apr. 9 graduation of the 34th Officer Cadet
Training course at the Defence Services Academy. ]



Apr. 24: With sympathy and bitterness, by Maung Kyaw Hoe
(Pyanset). [March 20 massacre that killed the family of a National
Convention delegate.]

Returnees from Bangladesh

Apr. 27: 111 persons from 27 households returned Apr. 23 to the
Kanyinchaung reception camp, bringing the total to 22,554 since Sept.
22, 1992. (NLM 4/28)

Apr. 29: 148 persons from 28 households returned Apr. 25 to the
Kanyinchaung camp, bringing the total to 22,702. (NLM 4/30)

Prisoners Released
Apr. 9: Seven men were released from Insein Jail under SLORC
Declaration No. 11/ 92. (WPD 4/10)

NATIONAL CONVENTION

Papers on Chapter Headings

Apr. 3: A National Convention Plenary Session convened at 10
am, presided over by U Za Khun Ting Ring of Kachin Stte Special
Region-1. 605 delegates attended. Delegates read out "their proposal
papers regarding the allocation of chapter headings to be included in
the Constitution."

National League for Democracy Hluttaw Representative-elect U
Lwin:

Legislature: "He said [the Hluttaw] is an organization elected
by the public that wields sovereignty and that has to exercise, in
accordance with the law, the three main branches of
sovereigntyAAlegislative, executive, and judiciary...." If
'Legislature' is used instead of 'Hluttaw' "it may convey the sense
that it is an organization that is concerned only with
legislation.... The Hluttaw is responsible for the establishment of a
democratic state, the flourishing of a genuine multiparty democracy
system and the further burgeoning of the noblest and worthiest of the
worldly values such as justice, liberty and equality." Hence, as in
past Constitutions, 'Hluttaw' should be used instead of
'Legislature’.

The Executive: "He said the Government that has to be formed by
the Hluttaw elected by the public in accordance with democratic
practices, is to exercise the executive power of the State, in other
words, it is the second highest authoritative organization next to
the Hluttaw. Hence, he suggested a more accentuated and elegant term
'the Government' should be used."

Provisions on State of Emergency: He said that "every country
is prone to state of emergency under changing conditions and times,"
but as in the 1947 and 1974 Constitutions, it is usually put under a
Constitution heading "instead of designating it as a separate
chapter." He proposed the same for this Constitution.

Transitory Provisions: "He said the NLD has not used the words
'not necessary' in its previous submissions of proposals on the
heading...."

"He emphasized the importance of establishing a new democratic
state and said a new democratic state means a state ruled by a
government elected by the public for public benefit."

Shan Nationalities League for Democracy General Secretary U Sai
Aik Poung:

Union State: He insisted that Union State be included as a
Chapter heading after Basic Principles, since this was the basis of
the historic Panglong Agreement.

Role of Member States of the Union: "If a Union system would be
used the role of member states of the Union is essential. The role of
states should be included as a heading under Basic Principles. But he
felt sorry that it did not include in the fundamental rules compiled
by the Panel of Chairmen [sic]." He did not believe that the
Constitution would be completed without the chapter headingAAthe role
of member states of the Union. As for the Shan Nationalities League



for Democracy, it "emphatically discussed to submit the role of
member states of the Union as a chapter heading."

Head of State: "Everybody knows that President is the highest
position in the State," and should be used for the "highest position
in the State...and only one position...." The newspapers have
referred to the members of the SLORC as "Head of State."

Legislature and Executive: He recommended 'Pyidaungsu Hluttaw'
and 'Pyidaungsu Government'. [Note: Pyidaungsu is Burmese for Union--
HCMacD.] After all, the first objective of the National Convention is
"Non-disintegration of the Union'.

State of Emergency: This heading was discussed by only one
group. "The heading 'state of emergency' should be discussed under
the heading, 'Pyidaungsu Hluttaw' (Legislature) or under the heading
of the 'President' or under the heading of the 'Pyidaungsu
Government' not to be considered as a chapter heading."

National Unity Party delegate U Tun Yi, after some discussion,
approved the Chapter headings proposed by the Alternate Chairman,
though suggesting "Amendment of the State Constitution", to make
clear that the section refers to the national constitution and not
those of the Union states. He presented 16 proposed Chapter headings.

Union Pa-Oh National Organization Delegate U Hkun Sein Win said
that in order for Myanmar to practice a multiparty democracy system,
"activities concerning democracy administration should be invariably
implemented in villages, wards, townships and districts; Regional
Administrative should be put under the main executive chapter heading
to enable to basically expedite the democratic system in Myanmar." In
addition, Public Service Personnel "should be included in the
executive chapter heading instead of designated as a separate chapter
heading."

Shan State Kokang Democratic Party Joint General Secretary U T
Daung Wai:

Union States: "All the national races desire for the Union
States to be prescribed as a chapter heading." The Union cannot exist
without the states, and in the same way "there should be autonomous
regions, national territories, villages, village tracts, wards,
townships and township zones which are joined together in forming the
Union states.... Union states and autonomous regions should be
allocated as separate chapter headings."

President: "The heading should not be State Leader [sic] but
the President as this would be more significant and comprehensive."

The Hluttaws: This should be the heading, rather than
Legislature, because "it includes Union Hluttaw, Hluttaw of the
States and autonomous regions and leading bodies."

Union Government: This is preferable to Government, and "in
keeping [with] the Union which is the name of the State."

Mro or Khami National Solidarity Organization General Secretary
U Maung Pain (a) U Khin Maung Thein approved the idea of a Provisions
on a State Emergency heading, and called for "ensuring the benefits
of national groups."

Lahu National Development Party delegate U Yaw Aye Hla approved
the suggested Chapter headings, save that Head of State should become
President, Legislature become Union Hluttaw, and Executive become
Union Government. There should also be a Chapter headed Union States.

Union Kayin League delegate U Saw Mahn Aung said that the Kayin
affairs department should be under the Union Government heading.

Kokang Democracy and Unity Party delegate U Khin Maung Aye said
that local government and State employees can properly be included
under the heading Executive.

Wa National Development Party delegate U Nyi Pa Loke suggested
that Legislature become Union Parliament and Executive become Union
Government. (WPD 4/4)

Representatives-elect delegate [not named] from the National
League for Democracy, representing 87 NLD Pyithu Hluttaw
representatives and two independents (from Bahann-1 and Kya-in-
Seikkyi-1) presented their combined proposals. He noted that the
Chairman of the Work Committee had said on Mar. 24 that political



parties can suggest substitutions for current Chapter headings. In
this connection he said that:

"The National League for Democracy had also discussed that the
Constitution is as wvital to the State as life itself. Therefore
discussions on chapter headings would be made objectively. As all
will be engaged in the construction of a new democratic state, all
should begin from now in practising according to the democratic
principles and at the same time not to lose sight of the 12 pillars
of democracy. The pillars areAA

(1) the sovereign power emanates from the people

(2) human dignity is not to be undermined

(3) the government should be based on the aspirations of the

) majority or the winning political organization is to govern
) respecting the rights of the minority

) respecting the basic human rights

) holding free and fair elections

) all should be equal before the law

) management work should be carried out according to law

0) Government should be restricted by the Constitution

(11) all benefits should be taken into consideration in
political, economic and social matters

(12) to honour such matters as having patience, working to
bring about benefits, cooperating and understanding one another."

He went on to say that the delegates had agreed, entirely or in
principle, to 11 of the proposed chapter headings, and no further
discussion was needed. Local government is a needed heading, but
since it is to be included under Administration no further discussion
is needed on it; it is the same with State Service Personnel.
However, he proposed again that Political Parties be a chapter
heading. He agreed that Interpretation was not needed, since
"respective articles could be written in such a way that they can be
fully understood and cannot be controversial in the future."

Representatives-elect delegate U Tuang Kho Thang (Tamu) spoke
on behalf of delegates from the Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy, National Unity Party, Union Pa-oh National Organization,
Shan State Kokang Democratic Party, Mro or Khami National Solidarity
Organizations and 5 independents (Damawhso-1, Thatlang, Namhsan,
Tamu, and Ywangan) . The heading Legislature should be changed to
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, since group had "stated that the state to be
established is made up of different national races residing together
and the Union came into being following the signing of the historic
Panglong Agreement, that the first objective of the National
Convention being non-disintegration of the Union reflects that there
should be a Union, and the that the group was of the opinion that the
state to be established should be a Union and there was no other
way." Moreover, the "'Hluttaw' is concerned not only with law making
but also with sovereign powers of the State on behalf of the people.
Hence the term 'Hluttaw' will be more appropriate that 'legislature'.
16 parties and groups had taken this position.

Nationalities delegate U Saw Reh Mi approved the 16 proposed
headings.

Peasants delegate U Sai San Tun approved the 16 proposed
headings.

Workers delegate Daw Aye Kyi approved the 16 proposed headings.

Intelligentsia and technocrats delegate Dr. Tha Hla Shwe
approved the 16 proposed headings.

Public service personnel delegate U San Aung approved the 16
proposed headings.

Other invited delegates delegate U Hsay Htin approved the 16
proposed headings. (WPD 4/5)

U Aung Toe Clarifies

Apr. 4: The Plenary Session opened with 603 delegates present.
National Convention Work Committee Chairman Chief Justice U Aung Toe,
addressed the delegates "to give clarifications on the proposals and



suggestions submitted by the delegate troups on the allocation of
chapter headings...." He reviewed these at considerable length [text
published], concluding:

"The summary of my clarifications areAA of the Preamble, 15
chapter headings which should be allocated and three chapter headings
which should not be allocated; the Preamble, 10 chapter headings
which should be allocated and three which should not be allocated as
I have clarified which all the political parties and groups have
unanimously suggested to do so. Hence, there are only five chapter
headings left on which there is difference of opinion. They areAA'The
Head of State'; 'The Legislature'; 'Executive'; 'Provisions on the
state of emergency' and 'Provisions for the period of transition'.
There are only three political parties and one delegates group which
have a difference of opinion in this matter. They are the National
League for Democracy; Shan Nationalities League for Democracy; Shan
State Kokang Democratic Party, and the representatives-elect
gorup.... It is to be suggested that time should not be wasted and
there should be some kind of arrangement to complete the discussions
at an appropriate time. At the present situation it would take long
to reach the state of a draft constitution. The public is also
supporting the National Convention and is waiting in great
expectation and raising a lot of questions such as what are being
done? and Who all are discussing? and so on. As for me I do not wish
the National Convention to be discredited....

"National League for Democracy, Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy and Shan State Kokang Democratic Party included in the
Political Parties Delegate group and Representatives-elect Delegate
group can revise their proposals on the "Head of State",
"Legislature," "Executive", "Provisions on State of Emergency" and
"Provisions for the period of transition" which I have explained
earlier, based on suggestions of the members of the Panel of Chairmen
and the conditions arising from the process of designating chapter
headings. They are requested to reply in writing to the National
Convention Work Committee how changes, if any, should be made and no
changes would be made if there is none. The Plenary Session will be
held once all the replies are received. Thank you all."

The Alternate Chairman then announced that the Plenary Session
would resume after receiving the complete proposal papers of these
groups, and he would inform the delegates in advance at least one
day. The Plenary Session closed at 10:45 am. (WPD 4/5)

U Aung Toe Clarifies Again

Apr. 7: The Plenary Session of the National Convention convened
again with 652 delegates present. Work Committee Chairman Chief
Justice U Aung Toe again gave a lengthy clarification of the
situation, reviewing the discussion of proposed Chapter headings in
detail [full text published].

He noted that as of the last session, full agreement had been
reached on ten of fifteen Chapter headings: Preamble; Fundamental
principles of the State; State structure; The Judiciary; The
Tatmadaw; Citizens and their fundamental rights and responsibilities;
Election; Political parties; Amendment to the Constitution; State
Flag, State Emblem {Seal}, National Anthem, and State Capital;
General provisions. There was still disagreement on five headings:
Head of State; Legislature; Executive; Emergency provisions; and
Transitory Provisions. This disagreement came from only three
Political Parties (National League for Democracy; Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy; Shan State Kokang Democratic Party), and the
Representatives-elect delegates group (which had submitted two
separate papers) .

These Parties and the Representatives-elect "were requested
that they could either make further discussions regarding the
proposals, and if they wish to make modifications to their proposals
to state what kind of modification they would like to make and if
they did not wish to make any modification to state that they did not
wish to do so and send it to the National Convention Convening Work



Committee.

On Apr. 4-5, the three Political Parties separately wrote back
that they had no reason to change their original proposals. The
Representatives-elect responded in three different forms: (1) The
National League for Democracy representatives-elect and two
independents (for Kya-in-Seikkyi and Bahann-1) replied that they had
no reason to change their original proposals. The Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy, Union Pa-oh National Organization, Shan State
Kokang Democratic Party, and Mro or Khami National Solidarity
Organization representatives-elect, and three independents (for
Thangtlan, Tamu, and Ywangan) also replied that they did not wish to
modify their proposals. The National Unity Party representatives-
elect replied separately that they now were now "in full agreement
with the chapter headings which were stated in the address made by
the Working Committee Chairman." Two independents (for Dimawhso-1 and
Namhsan) were on leave and are thus held to continue their original
proposals.

U Aung Toe then reviewed in detail the varying proposals of
these groups. The Work Committee will continue to work for allocation
of chapter headings "by facilitating appropriate discussions." This
work will be "based on the 15 chapter headings which have been
proposed," and are "designated merely to expedite discussions of one
chapter heading after another." They will be comprehensively
discussed, and "if as a result of such comprehensive discussions a
specific expression or terminology becomes obviously suitable as a
heading for specific chapter then it will become the chapter heading
for the particular chapter on unanimous agreement."

The terms proposed (Head of State, Legislature, Administration)
"are merely very broad expressions used...so that the semantic
constraints of specific terminology may be avoided before wide-
ranging discussions are held.... All delegate groups concerned are
free to make their own specific proposals with most specific
terminology. For instance if the broad expression used is Head of
State, the political parties delegates group may want to use Union
President or Union Chairman or else Naing-Ngan Okshaung or even
Adipati as they may wish according to their desire." Similarly, they
may wish to replace Legislature with "Hluttaw or Pyithu Hluttaw,
Taingyintha Hluttaw or Amyotha Hluttaw...."

"The very first chapter heading which is to be discussed is
fundamental principles of the State. When this particular chapter and
the principles involved are discussed by the political parties and
the delegate groups, the problem of specific terminology will emerge
invariably [sic] of its own accord and the answer too will eventually
emerge.... I urge one and all of you to involve yourselves in
adequate studies so that you will be able to discuss all matters
comprehensively...." (WPD 4/8)

Chairman Adjourns to June 7

Apr. 7: Following the clarifications by U Aung Toe, National
Convention Convening Commission Chairman Lt-Gen. Myo Nyunt adjourned
the Convention until June 7, 1993, making the following statement
[full text]:

Esteemed delegates

The National Convention commenced on 9 January, 1993, and today
nearly three months have elapsed since then. During this period the
esteemed delegates, in conducting discussions for laying down the
fundamental principles for the formulation of the State Constitution,
have engaged with vigour and energy in their discussions to obtain
the headings of each of the chapters.

The esteemed delegates to the National Convention have been
residing here at the Kyaikkasan Grounds in friendship and harmony and
participating in the discussions since the cool of the winter and
today we have arrived at the beginning of summer; before long the
Thingyan Water Festival is to be held and the old year is soon to
give way to the new.

Having known about the energy and initiative taken by the



esteemed delegates to arrive at the suitable chapter headings, I feel
very grateful.

At this point of time we have procured the chapter headings
which are in the closest harmony as possible with the proposals and
the suggestions which have been made by the delegates. All that
remains to be done is for proposals and suggestions to be made so
that the fundamental principles may be laid down according to the
respective chapter.

I have noticed frequent references made by some of the esteemed
delegates to Paragraph 20 of State Law and Order Restoration Council
Declaration No 1/90, dated 27 July 1990, during the myriad
discussions made for arriving at suitable chapter headings to be
incorporated in the State Constitution. A particular emphasis was
placed on the passage, "...the represenatives elected by the people
are those who have the responsibility to draw up the Constitution of
the future democratic State."

What is noticeable in the references made to the State Law and
Order Restoration Council Declaration No 1/90 is that there is a
tendency towards selecting quotations of individual paragraphs to
suit one's own purpose. Actually, what is most important is that
Declaration 1/90 should be taken as a whole so that overall essence
will be gained. What is stated in Paragraph 18 is:

"It can be seen from the statements issued that the
desire of the majority of the political parties which contested in
the Multi-Party Democracy General Election is to draw up a new
Constitution. It will be seen that when the Constitution of 1947 was
drawn up, matters concerning the national races were discussed among
only the Shan, Kachin and Chin nationals at the Panglong Conference
and that they were not discussed with the Mon and Rakhine nationals.
Today, in Myanmar Naing-Ngan there are many national races who have
awakened politically and it is obvious that it is especially
necessary to draw up a firm Constitution after soliciting their
wishes and views."

Everyone knows that this is the reason why we are procuring the
proposals and suggestions of the national races at this National
Convention.

The National Convention has today reached the stage where the
representatives-elect, delegates of the various poltical parties,
delegates of the national races, delegates of the peasants, delegates
of the workers, delegates of the intelligentsia and technocrats,
State service personnel as well as invited delegates are all able to
gather together and discuss matters in harmony and cordiality making
suggestions and proposals.

The fact that delegates from all classes and all strata are
able to join in the discussions and submit their proposals and
suggestions together with the representatives-elect at this National
Convention symbolizes the successful implementation of Declaration No
1/90 and does not in any way symbolize any kind of opposition to its
stand.

At such a time when progress is being achieved in the political
sphere the principal need to engage in all activities with full
concentration upon arriving at the fundamental principles for the
framing of the Constitution is the most important task at hand.

The most basic and principal national task at hand has been
laid upon the shoulders of the esteemed delegates including us.
Esteemed delegates

The importance of the National Convention in which the esteemed
delegates are today deeply involved was underscored by State Law and
Order Restoration Council Chairman General Than Shwe on the occasion
of the 48th Anniversary of the Armed Forces Day.

The State Law and Order Restoration Council Chairman General
Than Shwe said:

"As explained earlier our Tatmadaw will systematically
retransfer State power to the people to whom it initially belongs as
the situation of the country allows.

That is why the National Convention is being held for the



emergence of a genuine multi-party democracy, for the development of
eternal principles of justice, liberty and equaity and for prevalence
of firm principles which will guarantee Our Three Main National
Causes which are 'Non-disintegration of the Union; Non-disintegration
of National Unity; and Consolidation and Perpetuation of
Sovereignty', which we hold uppermost.

The National Convention is to coordinate and lay down the
basic principles for the writing of the State Constitution which will
see to the flourishing of the essence just mentioned.”

That it why it is incumbent upon all of us to fulfil the Six
Objectives of the National Convention to the most of our ability as
stated in the State Law and Order Restoration Council Order No 13/92.

As all the esteemed delegates are aware, the National
Convention is endowed with meaningful essence; that is why all of us
here in considering all matters have to do so in close consultations
and harmony.

We have also avoided any inclination or intent to encourage
quick decision-making on matters which we believe to be good or
correct. With the greatest of respect and patience, we have taken all
the suggestions and proposals which the esteemed delegates have found
it proper to submit. However, when such patience and respect is shown
and sufficient time given for the discussions to take place, there
are complaints that it is taking too long; some are inclined to say
that there is too much procrastination and wasting of time.

But then, when a specific date is fixed for the conclusion of
the work, then there are complaints that there has not been
sufficient opportunity to discuss matters at length and to their
satisfaction. There are criticisms that there is too little time and
that there are restrictions on the time given. As for us, if it is a
matter for the welfare of the nation and the people, we will carry on
with what needs to be done no matter who finds fault or whoever tries
to criticize.

Now too, 1in the steps being taken for the designation of the
chapter headings there are some who have proposed that instead of
using the expression 'Legislature", "Hluttaw' should be used; and
there are others who feel that the former expression is more
suitable. On the same way there are differences of opinion regarding
the use of the expression 'Administration' and the expression
'Government'. So also there are likes and dislikes between the use of
the expression 'Head of State' and the expression 'President'.

The heading 'State structure' concerns the way in which a State
is formed and as such, all the esteemed delegates are aware that
matters concerning the various states will also have to be included
in the discussions. That is why we feel that we and the esteemed
delegates will be of one mind in considering that unnecessary
terminological constraints should not be involved so as not to cause
difficulties in the discussions.

The main importance is for us to gain the best of essence.
Hence, in the forthcoming discussions to be made for laying down
fundamental principles, it would be essential to see that whatever is
considered and whatever is discussed is essentially good in essence.
If the essence is the very best obtainable and if the terminology
used is the best that can be thought of, then everyone would be
happy. I wish to candidly declare that it would be inappropriate to
waste too much time on choosing a good name or a good form of
terminology and spend too little time on the goodness of the essence
to be gained.

We have by now obtained 15 chapters on which further
discussions and further proposals are to be made at this National
Convention. As everyone here realizes, each of these chapter headings
is possessed of deep meaning and essence.

Hence, in order to enable the esteemed delegates to carry out
appropriate studies and research regarding the first chapter heading,
that of the fundamental principles of the State, and the chapter
headings from 2 to 15, the National Convention shall be adjourned.

Originally, we planned for such an adjournment to take place



only after the completion of discussions regarding one or two chapter
headings and for the adjournment to take place at the peak of the
summer heat so that the esteemed delegates can rest. However, as the
esteemed delegates are well able to experience, the heat of the
Myanmar month of Tagu is already very high.

Esteemed delegates

Prior to the Plenary Session of 3-4-93 the chairman of the
workers delegates to the National Convention suggested the
adjournment of the National Convention for summer. Similarly, the
nationalities and many other individual representatives have also
proposed recess for summer. This being the case, we have decided to
adjourn the National Convention from 8 April 1993, to 6 June 1993.

I conclude hereby wishing all the esteemed delegates the best
of regards while expressing my wish that you would all meet again
together in good health and joy when the National Convention
reconvenes again on 7 June 1993. I wish you all well by saying "Nayon
La Hma Hson Kya Mai".

Following the speech, delegates left their hostels in the
evening to return home. They were given daily allowances and travel
allowances. (WPD 4/8)

Delegate Ousted as Terrorist

Apr. 7: The authorities announced that U Marl Ko Ban,
independent representative-elect for Pekhon-1 and a National
Convention delegate, has been cancelled from the list of delegates.
He attended the Convention from Jan 9-11, and returned home with the
other delegates, but did not return when the Convention reconvened on
Feb. 1.

"He reportedly left Pekhon by bus on 29 January, 1993, to
attend the National Convention and got down at Mobye. On 30 January,
he arrived at his sister Daw Pee Set's house in Lweyin Village in
Pekhon Township and met with Secretary of Village Law and Order
Restoration Council U Pee Yo.

"He told U Pee Yo that he made anti-governmental talks when he
was engaged in a chat with other delegates at the hostel on 9
February 1993, after attending the National Convention. He also told
him that he heard twelve delegates were arrested for talking anti-
government speeches and that he would be arrested if he went back to
attend the National Convention. Saying he was going to join the Kayin
terrorist group, he left Lweyin Village round about noon taking the
route to the west.

"According to the BBC's report which was broadcast at 20:15
hours on 6 April, 1993, regarding U Marl Ko Ban, it is noted that he
was with the Kayin terrorists and that he made fabricated accounts of
the National Convention according to what was liked by the terrorists
and the BBC broadcast his false allegations.

"The authorities concerned explicitly declared that there had
never been the case like arresting twelve delegates. It is common
knowledge that arrangements are being made for holding free and open
discussions at the National Convention and that all undertakings
concerning the National Convention is made known to the masses of the
people by publishing news about the National Convention." (WPD 4/8)

Table of Chapter Headings

Apr. 8: A table showing the Preamble and Chapter Headings, as
approved or opposed (or proposed to be modified) by the eight groups
of delegates:

(1)-(10) Political Parties (specified);

(11)-(14) Representatives-elect (split into 4 sub-groups:
(a) NLD + 2 Independents;
(b) 3 NUP delegates;
(c) delegates from four other parties + 3 Independents;

(d) 2 Independents
(15) Nationalities
(16) Peasantry
(17) Workers



(18) Intelligentsia and technocrats
(19) State service personnel
(20) Other invited delegates

Total: 20 groups

Chapter Headings Support
1. Preamble 20
2. Fundamental principles of State 20
3. State Structure 20

--Section of Union Member States
(proposed additional heading

by Shan Nationalities League
for DemocracyAASNLD) 1

--Sector of State

(proposed additional heading

by Shan State Kokang
Democratic PartyAASSKDP) 1

--High Authority of autonomous region and its rights

(proposed additional heading

by SSKDP) 1
--States
(proposed additional heading
by Reps-elect subgroups c,d) 2
4. Head of State 14
--President

(alternative proposed by
National League for Democracy
AANLD, SNLD, SSKDP, Reps-elect subgroups a,c,d)
6
5. Legislature 14
—-—-Hluttaw
(alternative proposed by
NLD, Reps-elect subgroup a) 2
--Union Hluttaw
(alternative proposed by SNLD,
Reps-elect subgroups c,d) 3
--Hluttaws (Union Hluttaw + Hluttaws of the States + departments)
(alternative proposed by

SSKDP) 1
6. Executive 14
—--Government
(alternative proposed by NLD,
Reps-elect subgroup a) 2

--Union Government
(alternative proposed by SNLD,
Reps-elect subgroups c,d) 3
--Pyidaungsu Asoya Aphwe
(alternative proposed by

SSKDP) 1
7. Judiciary 20
8. Tatmadaw 20
9. Citizens and their rights and
duties 20
10. Election 20
11. Political Parties 20
12. Provisions on Emergency
Measures 16

-—- (opposed as Chapter heading
by NLD, SNLD, SSKDP,

Reps-elect subgroup a) 4

13. Constitutional Amendment 20

14. State Flag, State Emblem, National Anthem and the State Capital
20

15. Transitory provisions 18

-- (opposed as Chapter heading
by NLD, Reps-elect subgroup a) 2



16. General provisions 20
-—. Index (15 opposed; 5 no opinion;

no further discussion needed) 0

(WPD 4/10)

Vigilance Urged

Apr. 12: Speaking at the end of a two-week course for regional
and local LORC members, SLORC Secretary-1 Maj-Gen. Khin Nyunt, said
that "Agreement on 15 chapter headings suitable to be included in the
Constitution has been reached, and the National Convention was
adjourned up to 6 June to avoid the head of summer.... As all know,
he said, there are subversive acts to disrupt the National Convention
and to split the nation into bits. The neo-colonialists, he said, who
having failed in their attempts to enable their followers to gain
power, are now trying in every way to break up the unity and
solidarity of all nationalities and to break up the Union. Keeping
vigilance against their attempts, the regional authorities would have
to guide the people to know and guard against these plans, he pointed
out...." (WPD 4/13)

DIPLOMATIC

Diplomatic Calls

The following calls were paid on Burmese officials by foreign
Embassy or UN officials accredited to Burma.

Mar. 31: Shri Lanka Ambassador S.W. Alawathuwala called on
Minister for Religious Affairs Maj-Gen. Myo Nyunt. Philippine
Ambassador Ms. Rosalinda V. Tirona called on Minister for Co-
operatives U Than Aung, and called for rapid implementation of the
agreement between the Central Co-Operative Body and the Philippine
International Trading Corporation which visited Myanmar in February.
(WPD 4/1)

Apr. 1l: Japanese Ambassador Tomoya Kawamura called on Yangon
Mayor U Ko Lay. (WPD 4/2)

Apr. 2: The Japanese Ambassador called on SLORC Chairman
General Than Shwe. (WPD 4/3)

Apr. 6: Chinese Ambassador Liang Feng called on Minister for
Construction U Khin Maung Yin to discuss the Yangon-Thanlyin bridge
project. Singapore Charge d'Affaires Anthony Chng Chye Tong called on
Minister for Trade Maj-Gen. Tun Kyi. Nepalese Ambassador Dr. Thakkan
Mallik called on Yangon Mayor U Ko Lay. (WPD 4/7)

Apr. 9: UNICEF Resident Representative S.H. Umemoto called on
Minister for Education Col. Pe Thein. Indonesian Ambassador Mochamad
Sanoesi called on Minister for Forestry Lt-Gen. Chit Swe. (WPD 4/10)

Apr. 20: Russian Ambassador Valeri Vartanovich Nazarov called
on Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen. Mya Thinn to discuss anti-
narcotics cooperation. (NLM 4/21)

Apr. 23: The Russian Ambassador called on Chairman Maj-Gen. Tin
Tun (Rtd.) of the Myanmar Naing-Ngan War Veterans Organization (WVO).
(NLM 4/24)

Apr. 27: WHO Resident Representative Dr. Klaus Wagner called on
Minister for Health Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt to discuss the 46th WHO
Conference in May. Indian Ambassador G. Parthasarathy called on
Minister for Mines Maj-Gen. Kyaw Min. (NLM 4/28)

Apr. 28: Singapore Charge d'Affaires Anthony Chng Chye Tong
called on Minister for Trade Maj-Gen. Tun Kyi. United States Charge
d'Affaires Franklin P. Huddle, Jr., accompanied by Ms. Constance A.
Phlipot [sic], called on Minister for Mines Maj-Gen. Kyaw Min. (NLM
4/29)

New Myanmar Ambassadors

Apr. 20: U Sein Lwin on Apr. 16 presented credentials in Kuala
Lumpur to Sultan Azlan Shah Yang di-Pertuan Agong as new Myanmar
Ambassador to Malaysia. (NLM 4/ 21)

Apr. 23: U Wynn Lwin on Apr. 22 presented credentials in
Teheran to President Hojjatol-Islam Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani as



new Myanmar Ambassador to Iran. (NLM 4/24)

Apr. 29: SLORC Chairman General Than Shwe has named U Phone
Myint, Myanmar Ambassador to Thailand, to be concurrently Myanmar
Ambassador to Singapore. (NLM 4/ 30)

Thai Border Incidents

Apr. 8: A Myanmar Tatmadaw column at Maw Phoke camp on the
Thaungyin (Moei) River between Myanmar and Thailand on Apr. 3 "found
a suspicious-looking 40-year-old man and called out to him for
interrogation. The man made no response and fled, and so Myanmar
Tatmadaw column fired a shot. Crossing Thaungyin River, the man made
his escale into the territory of the other country."

[A photocopy of a report in the Bangkok Post, headlined
Officials act on Burmese killing of fisherman, states that Thai
members of the Thai-Burma Border Committee have sent a protest letter
to Myawaddy, opposite Mae Sot, after soldiers of the Burmese 328th
Battalion based in Maw Pookey, opposite Tha Song Yang, shot and
fatally wounded Takham Tuenthai, aged 63, as he was fishing in the
Moei border river. "Border sources said the Burmese soldiers who shot
him might have mistaken the man for a rebel Karen National Union
spy. H]

"Regarding this account...Myanmar-Thailand Border Committee of
Myawady Township has sent a note to that of Mae Sot Township stating
the fact that there had been a case of shooting by Myanmar
Tatmadawmen at an intruder in Myanmar territory who fled when called
on to be interrogated and that there had not been the case of
shooting of Myanmar forces at any Thai village fishing on Thaungyin
River on Myanmar-Thailand border." (WPD 4/10)

Apr. 14: One of four Myanmars from Min Letpan village, Myawady
Twp., who went shopping in a village in Maesok, Thailand, was
allegedly shot and killed Apr. 12 by villagers when they tried to
evade seizure. The Thais involved were underlings of a sawmill owner
whose mill had been seized for by Myanmar troops for illegal
operation on Myanmar territory on Apr. 10. A protest has been filed.
(WPD 4/15)

Indian Border Insurgencies

Apr. 28: The April 22 The Times of India carries an article
(partial photocopy reproduced) concerning clashes between two
insurgent groups in Manipur, India, using modern weapons. They are
the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) and the Kuki [Chin]
National Army (KNA). The NSCN has long sought independence from
India, but the Kuki Chin insurgents (KNA) "are a group that has
emerged recently and has the formation of an independent 'Kukiland'
comprising parts of India and Myanmar as its objective. The two
contending groups were based at the border on Myanmar side, the
report stated. It also carried hints made by an official about the
possibility of the Myanmar government behind the Kuki Chins.... The
KSCN...occasionally enters Myanmar villages on the border for
committing murder, robbery and arson. The Kuki insurgents are also
engaged in similar acts at the border villages on Myanmar side. For
these acts there have been clashes between the Myanmar Tatmadaw and
the two insurgent groups. According to some Myanmar officials, there
is no such support or assistance given by the Myanmar Government to
such insurgents groups including Naga and Kukis, and the Government
will not allow any outlawed insurgent group, threatening the security
of any neighbouring country, to take its base on this side." (NLM
4/29)

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Workshops

Apr. 1: A one-week Strategy Workshop on Education Sector Study
(Phase II), cosponsored by the Ministry of Education, UNDP, and
UNESCO, opened. (WPD 4/2) // Apr. 7: It concluded. (WPD 4/8)

Apr. 26: A two-week Country Course on Statistical Computing,



jointly sponsored by the Central Statistics Organization and the
Statistical Institute for Asia and Pacific (SIAP), opened under the
direction of Mr. Patrick David Pentony. 20 trainees are attending.
(NLM 4/27)

Apr. 28: A two-day Workshop on Presentation of Draft Proposal
for Education Sector Development, jointly sponsored by the Ministry
of Education, UNDP, and UNESCO, opened. (NLM 4/29)

Foreign Donations

Apr. 1: Managing Director Ashok Somani of M/S Somani Biochem
Co. of India and Managing Director U Tin Shwe of Mann Engineering and
Trading Co. Ltd. donated K10,000 of medical equipment to the No. 2
Military Hospital. (WPD 4/2)

Apr. 6: Shri Lanka President Ranasinghe Premedasa donated
500,000 rupees for the construction of the Myanmar-Shri Lanka
Buddhist Association Sasanica Building in Yangon. The Japanese
Embassy women's society donated K70,000 and school equipment for an
orphanage in Yangon. (WPD 4/7)

Apr. 7: Australia donated a microfuge to the Parasitology
Research Division of the Department of Medical Research, Ministry of
Health. (WPD 4/8)

Apr. 21: Narong Canning Co. Ltd. of Thailand, represented by U
Min Sein, donated 300 boxes of fish (worth US$6,000), and Trans World
Co. Ltd. of Thailand, represented by Mr. J.P. Maneck Shaw, a
typewriter and a calculator, to the Ministry of Development of Border
Areas and National Races. (NLM 4/22)

Apr. 27: Executive Director U Maung Maung Nyunt of STAG Company
and Myanmar representative of Total 0il Company, donated a Jaguar
Demler [sic] motor car to the Ministry of National Planning and
Economic Development. (NLM 4/28)

FOREIGN VISITORS

International Agency Visitors

Mar. 31: Dr. I. Machny of the UNICEF Office of South-East Asian
Regional Director, and Adviser Dr. Noto Abiprojo, together with Dr.
T. Prvulovic of the Yangon WHO office, called on Minister for Health
Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt. (WPD 4/1)

Apr. 6: WHO Southeast Asia Regional Director Dr. Uton M. Rafei,
accompanied by Indonesian Embassy First Secretary I. Ktut Habe-
Diantha and local WHO Resident Representative Dr. Klaus Wagner,
called on Minister for Health Vice-Adm. Than Nyunt. (WPD 4/7)

Apr. 9: Asian Development Bank Executive Director Mr. Tan Song
Chuan called on Minister for National Planning and Economic
Development Brig-Gen. Abel, and on Minister for Finance and Revenue
Brig-Gen. Win Tin. (WPD 4/10)

Apr. 23: An IMF/ADB delegation led by Michael Bell called on
Minister for Finance and Revenue Brig-Gen. Win Tin. It will remain
until May 6, to meet with officials, joint ventures, and private
enterprises. (NLM 4/24) // The delegation called on Minister for
National Planning and Economic Development Brig-Gen. Abel. (NLM 4/28)

Business Visitors

Apr. 27: General Manager Mr. H. Sakamoto of Nichimen
Corporation of Japan called on Minister for Health Vice-Adm. Than
Nyunt to discuss joint ventures. (NLM 4/28)

Academic and Health Visitors

Apr. 7: Physician Mr. Jia Quo Qino, currently in Myanmar, met
with Deputy Minister for Health Col. Than Zin to discuss
"physiotherepic treatment by means of indigenous medicine."

Apr. 19: Dr. Elizabeth H. Moore of the "School of African and
Oriental Studies, University of London and Art and Archaeology of
South East Asia," accompanied by US Cultural Counsellor W.J. Weinhold
and US Second Secretary Terry R. Davidson, called on Minister for
Education Col. Pe Thein to discuss "exchanging archaeological experts



for teaching of archaeology and publishing textbooks." (NLM 4/20)

Apr. 20: Professor Jean-Paul Desroches, Curator of the Guimet
Museum in Paris, called on Minister for Culture Lt-Gen. Aung Ye Kyaw.
(NLM 4/21)

Religious Delegations
Apr. 21: Chairman Mr. Koki Onodera and Director Shigeo Hana of
Myanmar MCG Corporation Ltd. called on Minister for Religious Affairs
Maj-Gen. Myo Nyunt to discuss a November visit by 50 Japanese
pilgrims, and a May visit by a three-man advance party. (NLM 4/22)
Apr. 23: Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita Bhaddanta Vajira Buddhi of
Bombay, India, returned home to India via Bangkok. (NLM 4/24)

Foreign Journalists

Apr. 19: Mr. Hugo Dominic Temple Gurdom of the Daily Telegraph
South-East Asian Division in Hong Kong, and his wife Mrs. Megham Cox
Gurdom of the Monitor Radio South-East Asia Division, called on
members of the Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control (CCDAC). (NLM
4/20)

Indian Foreign Secretary

Mar. 31: The Indian delegation led by Foreign Secretary Mr.
J.N. Dixit departed, after calling on SLORC Secretary-1 Maj-Gen. Khin
Nyunt, visiting the Shwedagon Pagoda and signing "the record of
discussions between Myanmar and Indian delegations." (WPD 4/1)

US Aviation Counsellor

Apr. 1, Mr. Donald V. Schmidt, Counsellor of Civil Aviation and
Director of the Asia and Pacific Regional Federal Aviation Agency,
accompanied by Embassy Political and Economic Counsellor Mr. Donald
L. Jameson, called on Deputy Prime Minister Lt-Gen. Tin Tun to
discuss civil aviation cooperation. (WPD 4/2)

Japanese Parliamentarian

Apr. 1l: Japanese Member of Parliament Mr. Tatsuo Ozawa,
Chairman of the Japan-Myanmar Parliamentarian League, arrived in
Yangon at the invitation of the Myanmar Foreign Minister. (WPD
4/2) // Apr. 2: He called on Minister for Health Vice-Adm. Than
Nyunt, Minister for National Planning and Economic Development Brig-
Gen. Abel, Deputy Minister for Agriculture U Tin Hlaing, Minister for
Trade Maj-Gen. Tun Kyi, and finally on Minister for Foreign Affairs U
Ohn Gyaw, who hosted a dinner. He also visited the Shwedagon Pagoda.
(WPD 4/3) // Apr. 3: He departed, after calling on SLORC Secretary-1
Maj-Gen. Khin Nyunt and donating two sets of HIV detection equipment
worth US$80,000 to the Ministry of Health. (WPD 4/4)

US Ex-Congressmen

Apr. 3: Former US Congressmen Robert L. Leggett and Seymour
Halpern, and former US National Security Council member Donald A.
Macdonald attended the Apr. 3 National Convention Plenary Session as
observers. "They are here to observe current changes and progress in
Myanmar Naing-Ngan for one week." They also called on SLORC
Secretary-1 Maj-Gen. Khin Nyunt, who was accompanied by Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Ohn Gyaw. (WPD 4/4)

Vietnam Deputy Foreign Minister

Apr. 25: Deputy Foreign Minister Mr. Vu Khoan of Vietnam
arrived on a 4-day official goodwill visit at the invitation of
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyunt Swe. (NLM 4/26) // Apr.
26: He visited the Shwedagon Pagoda and other sights, and called on
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyunt Swe, Minister for Hotels
and Tourism Maj-Gen. Kyaw Ba, Minister for Foreign Affairs U Ohn
Gyaw, and Minister for National Planning and Economic Development
Brig-Gen. Abel. (NLM 4/27) // Apr. 27: He visited the Shwemawdaw
Pagoda and other sights in Bago. (NLM 4/28) // Apr. 28: He called on
SLORC Secretary-1 Maj-Gen. Khin Nyunt, prior to leaving for home.



(NLM 4/29)

Chinese Rail Delegation

Apr. 29: A delegation led by Kunming Railway Bureau Chief Mr.
Chen Pengnian called on Minister for Rail Transportation U Win Sein
to discuss rail cooperation. (NLM 4/30)

MYANMAR DELEGATIONS

Study Delegations

Apr. 2: The following technicians left for Japan to attend
courses, with Japanese Government assistance: Tutor Daw Khin Than Yu
of Yangon Insitute of Technology (for a Ph.D. course in Aeronautical
Engineering); Tutor Daw Myint Myint San of Institute of Education
(Ph.D. in Comparative Education); SAT Daw Mya Thet Mu of Institute of
Education Practicing School (Masters in Methodology); Lecturer U Kyaw
Swa Soe of Institute of Computer Science & Technology (course on
Microprocessor Interfacing and System Design); Deputy Assistant
Engineer U Aung Aung Thein of the same Institute (course on
Integrated Circuit Fabrication Technology); Tutor U San Lwin of the
Institute of Economic (Ph.D. in Human Resources Management and
Organizational Behaviour); Tutor U Maung Maung of the same Institute
(Masters in Government Financing); Assistant Lecturer Daw Aye Aye
Ngun of Mandalay University (Ph.D. in History); Tutor U Pyi Aye of

Yangon University (Ph.D. in Mathematics); and Research Assistants Daw
Mi Mi Kyaw and U Soe Min of the Universities Historical Research
Department (Masters in Research Techniques in History). (WPD 4/3)

Apr. 10: Assistant Managers U Than Soe and U Aung Thein Tun of
Myanma Insurance left for Malta to attend a four-month course on
Applied Insurance Studies sponsored by UNDP. (WPD 4/11)

Apr. 11: Director U Soe Thein of Accounts, Statistics, and
General Division of the Internal Revenue Department left for Malaysia
to attend the Third Symposium on Tax Policy and Reforms in the Asia-
Pacific Region, sponsored by the Asian Development Bank. (WPD 4/12)

Apr. 12: Assistant Director U Tha Zan Hla of the Technical,
Agricultural and Vocational Education Department and Lecturer Daw Mya
Mya Kyaw of the Tharyarwady Agricultural Institute left for Malaysia
to attend a 3-month, UNDP sponsored, course on Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry Training. Assistant Lecturer Daw Khin Khin Nyo and
Demonstrator Daw Naw Mu Gaw Htoo of the Insein Government Technical
Institute left for Malaysia to attend a 3-month course on Curriculum
Development and Innovations. (WPD 4/13)

Apr. 14: An archaeological delegation led by Director-General U
Thawda Sein of the Archaeology Department left for Yunnan, China, for
two weeks to study archaeological activities there. Other members are
Departmental Research Officers U Kyaw Oo Lwin, U Pauk Pauk, U Hla Gyi
Maung, and Cultural Ministry Head of Division U Aung Kyi Myint. (WPD
4/15) // Apr. 28: The delegation returned. (NLM 4/29)

Apr. 17: Staff Officer U Wan Kyi of the Agricultural
Mechanization Department left for Israel to attend a two-month
Advanced International Course on New Concepts in Agricultural
Engineering. (NLM 4/18)

Apr. 19: A delegation led by Deputy Minister for Health Col.
Than Zin left for China to "study and discuss health activities."
Other members are Deputy Director-General Dr. Myo Thein of the
Department of Medical Research, Director Dr. Aung Naing of the
Department of Traditional Medicine, Deputy Director Dr. Myint Htwe of
the Ministry of Health (foreign relations), and Assistant Directors
Dr. Myo Then Tun and Capt. Zaw Linn Maung of the Department of
Health. (NLM 4/20)

Apr. 28: Seventeen people from the Caustic Soda Factory Project
(Sittaung) left for China to attend eight technical courses for two
months. The Project is being implemented under an agreement between
Myanma Paper and Chemical Industries and Yunnan Provincial Chemical
Import and Export Corporation (YNCIEC). (NLM 4/29)



Delegations to Meetings & Events

Mar. 31: A delegation led by Minister for Agriculture Maj-Gen.
Myint Aung left for China to inaugurate the Myanma Exhibition at the
Third International Trade Fair in Beijing, which opens Apr. 2, and to
go on a study tour. Other members are Managing Director U Hla Pe of
Myanmar Timber Enterprise, Deputy Director U Tin Htut Oo of
Agricultural Planning Department, Deputy Factory Manager U Mya Thein
of Agricultural Mechanization Department, and the Minister's Personal
Secretary Capt. Myo Min. (WPD 4/1) // Apr. 11: "The Myanmar exhibits
were all sold out and arrangements were made for customers who wanted
to buy more." (WPD 4/12) // Apr. 12: The delegation returned. (WPD
4/13)

Apr. 1l: General Manager U Aye Pe and Deputy General Manager U
Win Pe of Construction and Electric Stores Trading, Government-
appointed Directors of Myanmar Natsteel Hardware Centre Ltd., left
for Singapore to attend a Meeting of the Board of Directors. (WPD
4/2)

Apr. 7: A trade delegation led by Minister for Trade Maj-Gen.
Tun Kyi left for China to attend the 73rd Canton Trade Fair from Apr.
15-24. Other members are Director U Aung Kyi of the Department of
Trade, Capt. Kyaw Kyaw Oo, personal secretary to the Minister, and
Minister Adviser U Win Kyi. A second delegation will leave directly
for Guangdong (Canton) on Apr. 12. (WPD 4/8) // Apr. 25: The Minister
returned. "The Minister observed the exhibits at the Fair and gave
instructions on purchase of necessary goods. Economic and trade
activities were discussed in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and Singapore on
20 April."™ (NLM 4/ 26) // Apr. 26: The rest of the delegation
returned. (NLM 4/27)

Apr. 19: Deputy Director-General U San Din of the Labour
Department left for Geneva, Switzerland, to attend the 9th UN
Volunteers Consultative Meeting and Special Consultation from Apr.
21-23. (NLM 4/20)

Apr. 20: A delegation led by Myanmar Ambassador to Thailand U
Phone Myint left for the Apr. 21-29 49th Session of ESCAP in Bangkok.
Other members are Deputy General Manager U Maung Maung Tin of the
Ministry of Agriculture, Deputy Director Daw Win Win May of the
Foreign Ministry, Deputy Director Daw Nyo Nyo Myint of the
Directorate of Trade, and Staff Officer Daw Toe Toe Win of the
Foreign Economic Relations Department. (NLM 4/21)

Apr. 23: A 3-member delegation headed by Minister for
Construction U Khin Maung Yin left for Kenya to attend the 14th
meeting of the United Nations Commission on Human Settlement from
Apr. 1l6-May 5. Other members are Assistant Director U Than Moe of the
Department of Human Settlements and Housing Development, and personal
officer to the Minister U Khin Maung Hse. (NLM 4/24)

Fisheries Minister to US

Apr. 11: A delegation led by Minister for Livestock Breeding &
Fisheries Brig-Gen. Maung Maung left for the United States, at the
invitation of Ms. Miriam Marshall Segal, Chairperson of Miriam
Marshall Associates International (MMAI), to "study fisheries in the
United States and to discuss expanding of fisheries, promotion of
export, and other related development facilities in Myanmar." Other
members are Ministry Director-General U Tin Maung Myint of the
Planning and Statistics Department, Director General U Kyaw Lwin of
the Fisheries Department, Managing Director Col. Sein Hmat of Myanma
Fisheries Enterprise, Managing Director Dr. Mya Maung of Myanma
Agriculture Service, Staff Officer Col. Kyaw Thein, and PSO to the
Minister Capt. Win Maung. (WPD 4/12) // Apr. 29: The delegation
returned. In the United States it visited fisheries services and fish
markets in Minneapolis, New York, Boston, and Washington, and met
with businessmen and Congressmen. En route home it visited fisheries
in Singapore. (NLM 4/30)

Returning Delegations
Return of delegations that departed in previous months, and



whose composition has been given in previous issues of the BPS:

Apr. 4: The Myanmar delegation returned from the International
Buddhist Conference in Seoul, Korea. (WPD 4/5)

Apr. 5: Myanmar Olympic Committee Joint Secretary U Khin Maung
Lwin and Tennis Federation President Police Lt-Col. Tha Oo returned
Apr. 3 from a seminar on sports marketing in London, attended by two
delegates each from Myanmar, Vietnam, Mongolia, India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Shri Lanka and Maldives. (WPD 4/6)

MYANMAR GAZETTE

Probationary Appointments

The SLORC made the following appointments, on probation:

Apr. 28: U Kyi Soe, Director, to be Director-General, Planning
and Statistics Department, Ministry of Health. (NLM 4/29)

Appointments Confirmed

The SLORC confirmed the following appointments, after one
year's probation:

Apr. 7: U Kyaw Myint as Managing Director, Myanma Railways.
(WPD 4/8)

Transfers

The SLORC has transferred and appointed the following:

Apr. 21: U Aung Thein, of the Office of the Ministry of Rail
Transportation, to be Managing Director, Myanma Railways. (NLM 4/22)

GOVERNMENT

New Army Commander

Mar. 31: SLORC Notification No. 20/93 of Mar. 31, Appointment
of Commander-in-Chief (Army) and joint assignment of Defence Services
Deputy Commander-in-Chief, reads [text]:

1. The State Law and Order Restoration Council has appointed
BC/7875 Lt-Gen Maung Aye, Commander of the Eastern Command, as
Commander-in-Chief (Army) with effect from 27 March 1993.

2. Lt-Gen Maung Aye 1s jointly assigned duties as Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services.

(WPD 4/1)

0ld Laws Repealed

Mar. 31: SLORC Law No. 4/93 of Mar. 31, the Law for the (Second
Time) Repeal of Laws, reads [text]:

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the repeal of certain
laws from among existing laws, which on scrutinizing again, have been
found to be no longer in conformity with the changing circumstances,
laws which have not been in use for a long time and laws for which
there are no reasons for use in future, the State Law and Order
Restoration Council hereby enacts this Law.

1. This Law shall be called the Law for the (Second Time)
Repeal of Laws.

The following laws are hereby repealed:AA

The Stage Carriages Act.

The Pilots Act.

The Providence Insurance Societies Act.

The Life Assurance Companies Act.

The Companies Foreign Interests Act.

The Cotton Transport Act.

The Contributory Provident Funds Act.

The Myanmar Patents and Designs Act, 1945.

The Liabilities (War-Time Adjustment) Act, 1945.
The Myanmar Agriculturalists' Debt Relief Act.
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(WPD 4/1)

Development Committees Law

Apr. 1: SLORC Law No. 5/93 of Apr. 1, the Development
Committees Law [full text published], authorizes the Ministry of Home
Affairs to establish local development committees for townships or
groups of townships (except in the Yangon and Mandalay Development
areas) .

Such Development Committees will have authority and
responsibility for: town planning; water supply, sanitation, and
sewage disposal; road lighting; public, private, and cattle markets;
roadside stalls; bakeries and restaurants; "dangerous trade";
precautions against fire, flood, storms, and natural disasters;
cattle slaughtering houses and sale of meat; ferries; small loan
businesses; slow-moving vehicles; roads and bridges; road bye-laws;
road names and house numbers; Committee-sponsored buildings; private
building permits; private building permits in rural areas; demolition
of squatter buildings; lodging houses; keeping of livestock and
disposal of carcasses; arresting of "wandering insane persons,
lepers, beggars, and handing over to the authority concerned";
rounding up and disposing of wandering animals; gardens, parks, play
grounds, swimming pools, public baths and recreation centres;
cemeteries and crematoriums; demolishing of cemeteries; and other
development works.

Committees may impose and collect duties, taxes, and rates,
borrow money, conduct projects in cooperation with local and foreign
individuals and organizations, use earned foreign currency, and
inspect State-owned buildings (except those relating to national
defence or classified as secret). (WPD 4/2)

Development Committees may levy and collect building and land
taxes; water, street lighting, garbage, and sewage taxes; taxes on
vehicles, beasts of burden, and pet; parking taxes; other development
taxes. Building and land taxes are limited to 10% of the annual
rental value, and 5% of "the total income derived from the privately
owned land and building under Government management." They may
require landowners to suspend or demolish illegal construction;
remove encroachments on public land or facilities; remove buildings
obstr